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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Cyprus, Botswana, Guinea, Iraq,

Lesotho, Nigeria, Palau, Tuvalu, the National Day of

China, and the Unity Day of Germany this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPG

 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-r/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-y/


Main Sections

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in East Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in South Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in Southeast Asia

International Relations, Geopolitics and Security in

Asia

Announcements

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

East Asia

 

 

China: Xi Jinping stresses stability and

development during historic Xinjiang visit

(dql) Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Xinjiang last

week to mark the 70th anniversary of its status as an

autonomous region. He is the first national leader to

attend this celebration and was accompanied by senior

leaders including Wang Huning and Cai Qi—both

members of the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP’s)

Politburo. Wang is ranked No. 4 in the Chinese

Communist Party's top leadership and chairman of the

National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference, which oversees ethnic and

religious affairs, while Cai Xi, the party’s fifth-ranked

official, is Xi’s chief of staff.

Xi praised the Communist Party’s governance as

“entirely correct,” highlighting “earth-shaking changes”



in the region under CCP rule. He underscored the need

to preserve “social stability” and strengthen ideological

control over ethnic and religious identities. He called

for building a “people’s defense line against terrorism”

while urging officials to promote industrial

development and technological innovation. [People’s

Political Consultative Conference, China] [SCMP]

Xi’s remarks highlighted Beijing’s strategy to integrate

Xinjiang into its broader economic agenda by fostering

manufacturing, clean tech industries, and cultural

tourism, while positioning the region as central to

China’s “dual circulation” policy of domestic self-

sufficiency and international trade.

His high-profile trip follows a similar visit to Tibet (see

AiR No. 34, August/2025, 4), underscoring the political

importance Beijing attaches to consolidating control

and promoting loyalty in its ethnically diverse frontier

regions. It came shortly after the government issued

on September 20 its latest white paper on “CPC

Guidelines for Governing Xinjiang in the New Era:

Practice and Achievements,” which acknowledged

“milestones in promoting reform and development,

ethnic unity, social progress, people’s wellbeing, and

border security in the region.” [The State Council,

China]

Xi’s visit took place against the backdrop of

international scrutiny over Beijing’s policies in Xinjiang,

particularly allegations of mass detentions and forced

Uyghur labor, which China denies. In his recent global

update opening the 60th session of the Human Rights

Council (HRC60) in Geneva, UN High Commissioner for

Human Rights Volker Türk stated that progress sought

by his Office (OHCHR) on protecting Uyghurs and other

Muslim minorities in Xinjiang, as well as Tibetans in

their regions, “has yet to materialise.”

The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) condemned Xi’s

visit to Urumqi calling it a propaganda exercise that

masked what the group describes as ongoing crimes

against humanity and genocide against Uyghurs. It

argued slogans of “stability, development, and ethnic

unity” in practice amount to fear, exploitation, and

coercive policies such as forced marriages. [Nikkei

Asia] [Reuters] [OHCHR] [WUC]

China: Communist Party to chart new five-

year plan at upcoming key political

meeting

(dql) The Communist Party of China will convene its

fourth plenary session of the party’s 20th Central
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Committee in Beijing from October 20–23 to finalize

the draft of the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026–2030), as

announced after a Politburo meeting on September

29. The plan, to be formally endorsed in March, will set

China’s economic, political, and social priorities at a

time of intensifying rivalry with the United States.

Chaired by President Xi Jinping, the Politburo meeting

reviewed the draft, stressing the need for technological

innovation, sustainable development, and tighter

centralized leadership. The meeting also emphasized

preparing for “worst-case scenarios” and mitigating

diverse risks—an implicit reference to external

pressures, especially from Washington. [The State

Council, China]

The plenum comes just before Xi’s trip to the APEC

summit in South Korea, where he is expected to meet

U.S. President Donald Trump, and shortly after a high-

profile military parade with Vladimir Putin and Kim

Jong-un, highlighting China’s expanding diplomatic and

military clout.

Domestically, the session is also expected to bring

significant reshuffles within the Central Committee,

with several senior officials implicated in corruption

probes or removed from office expected to be

removed from the party’s Central Committee. These

include former top regulators, provincial leaders,

military officers, and ministers.

Among them are Yi Huiman, former head of the stock

market regulator; Wang Lixia, former leader of Inner

Mongolia; Jin Xiangjun, ex-governor of Shanxi; Lan

Tianli, former chairman of Guangxi; Miao Hua, the

PLA’s former chief of ideology; and Tang Renjian, the

former agriculture minister who was sentenced to

death with a two-year reprieve for bribery on

September 28 (see article below). [South China

Morning Post]

In addition, the National People’s Congress recently

announced the expulsion of two Central Committee

generals—armed police commander Wang Chunning

and Zhang Lin, Head of the Logistic Support

Department of the Central Military Commission—from

the legislature (see AiR No. 37, September/2025, 3).

The fourth plenary session comes as China is grappling

with a prolonged property sector debt crisis, weak

domestic consumption, and persisting trade tensions

with the United States. Youth unemployment reached

a record 21 percent in August, based on the revised

calculation method introduced last year. Meanwhile,

official data show that factory production and retail
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sales grew last month at their slowest rate in roughly a

year. [Al Arabiya]

China: Actor’s death fuels speculation

linking case to senior party officials

(dql) Beijing authorities announced last week the

detention of three women in connection with online

claims regarding the death of actor Yu Menglong, who

passed away on September 11 after falling from a

residential building while intoxicated.

Although officials stated that forensic examinations,

surveillance reviews, and interviews confirmed the

death as accidental and communicated these findings

to Yu’s family, various alternative explanations

circulated online.

According to police, the three women — aged 29 to 41

— were linked to posts suggesting that Yu had been

murdered, that surveillance footage of the incident

had been tampered with, and that influential figures

had interfered in the case. Authorities said such posts

disrupted public order and triggered a formal

investigation.

The allegations advanced by the women reflect wider

skepticism among those rejecting the official

explanation, amid reports of deleted posts, suspended

accounts, and arrests of individuals who spoke out.

Such developments have fueled speculation that

senior figures within the Chinese Communist Party

may have been involved, with some claims extending

to officials at the highest levels of power. [The Straits

Times] [8days] [Times of India]

China: New party chief appointed in

largest provincial economy

(dql) Meng Fanli, party chief of Shenzhen, has been

promoted to party chief of Guangdong’s provincial

government, positioning him as the likely next

governor of China’s largest provincial economy. Meng,

60, previously oversaw Shenzhen’s rebound from early

pandemic and trade-related slowdowns, steering the

tech hub—including Huawei, Tencent, and BYD—to

strong GDP growth in 2023–2024, and 5.1 percent

growth in the first half of 2025.

He succeeds Wang Weizhong, who has been promoted

to party chief of Inner Mongolia. Wang’s career

spanned national science and technology
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administration and regional leadership in Shanxi and

Guangdong.

Meng’s own trajectory includes decades of leadership

roles in Shandong, followed by a posting in Inner

Mongolia before moving to Shenzhen in 2022. [SCMP]

China: Top Chinese defense scientist

detained amid anti-corruption probe

(ask/dql/efg) Yu Faxin, a leading Chinese scientist

specializing in microwave and millimeter-wave chip

technologies for weapon systems, has been detained

by anti-corruption authorities in Hubei province. His

company, Zhejiang Great Microwave Technology—

listed on Shanghai’s Star Market—confirmed his

detention. No official details have been released.

Yu has played a pivotal role in advancing

semiconductor materials such as gallium nitride and

gallium arsenide, crucial for radar, navigation, and

communication systems. Zhejiang Great Microwave

Technology supplies radio frequency transceivers,

satellite communication chips, and radar microsystems

widely used in Chinese military equipment.

Yu’s sudden detention highlights the reach of China’s

anti-corruption campaign into its high-tech and

defense sectors, at a time when Beijing is pushing for

self-reliance in critical military and dual-use

technologies amid intensifying geopolitical

competition. [SCMP]

In 2025, regulatory scrutiny of senior executives at

Chinese listed companies has intensified. At least 20

chairpersons or controlling shareholders of A-share

firms have faced investigations, detentions, or other

judicial measures over suspected legal or regulatory

violations. The affected companies span multiple

sectors, including environmental protection,

pharmaceuticals, chemicals, and technology. [Futubull]

Former agriculture minister sentenced to death for

bribery

In a separate case, former Chinese agriculture minister

Tang Renjian, was sentenced to death with a two-year

reprieve for taking over CNY 268 million (USD 38

million) in bribes between 2007 and 2024. 

Tang, who had also served as governor of the

northwestern province of Gansu and vice chairman of

southern autonomous region Guangxi, was expelled

from the Communist Party in November 2024, months
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after being investigated and removed from office.

[Xinhua] [Reuters]

China: Manufacturing activity shows signs

of recovery amid persisting contraction

(ask) China’s official manufacturing Purchasing

Managers’ Index (PMI) rose to 49.8 in September, its

highest level since March, signaling a slower pace of

contraction as Beijing ramps up efforts to curb

industrial overcapacity. The reading beat expectations

of 49.6 but remained below the 50 threshold that

separates growth from contraction. [National Bureau

of Statistics, China]

Production activity strengthened, with the sub-index

for output climbing to 51.9, its best in six months,

while new orders improved to 49.7. Gains were most

evident in equipment, high-tech, and consumer goods

manufacturing. However, inventory levels remained

weak, reflecting persistent challenges in demand and

trade.

A private PMI survey by RatingDog—a Chinese financial

technology company specializing in credit research and

ratings for the fixed-income market—painted a more

optimistic picture, recording a 51.2 reading—its

highest since May—driven by rising new orders,

including export demand. The contrast with the official

survey reflects differences in methodology, with the

private gauge focusing more on export-oriented

manufacturers.

Non-manufacturing activity also softened slightly, with

the official services and construction index easing to

52.9 from 53 in August.

Analysts note the broader economy is grappling with

slowing retail sales and renewed consumer price

declines, though industrial profits surged in August as

authorities cracked down on oversupply and

destructive price wars.

China’s leadership is expected to address the

slowdown at an October Politburo meeting, with

economists suggesting that the government will

tolerate weaker growth in the second half so long as

the 5 percent annual target remains within reach.

China’s economy grew 5.3 percent in the first half of

2025, keeping it broadly on track despite mounting

pressures. [CNBC]

The central bank, meanwhile, has announced plans to

intensify monetary policy adjustments and strengthen
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coordination with fiscal policy to sustain economic

growth amid what it called a “complex and severe”

external environment. The bank highlighted challenges

including rising trade barriers, weakening global

momentum, divergent performance among major

economies, and uncertainty over inflation and

monetary policy trends.

Authorities pledged to maintain ample liquidity, guide

financial institutions to expand credit, monitor the

bond market, and manage policy pace carefully based

on domestic and global conditions. Emphasis was

placed on deploying both aggregate and structural

monetary tools and leveraging counter-cyclical

adjustments.

Despite signs of slowing growth in August, officials

have so far refrained from major stimulus measures,

citing resilient exports and a stock market rally.

Analysts anticipate targeted monetary easing, and

fiscal support may still be introduced in the coming

weeks to stabilize growth and manage inflation.

[Reuters]

China: Members of Myanmar scam family

sentenced to death

(ask/anl) A Chinese court has sentenced 16 members

of the Ming family, a clan accused of running large-

scale scam centers in Myanmar, to death. Another 23

received punishments ranging from suspended death

sentences to life imprisonment and multi-year jail

terms.

Judges found that since 2015 the Ming family had

engaged in telecommunications fraud, illegal casinos,

drug trafficking, and prostitution. Their gambling and

scam networks, centered in Laukkaing near the China–

Myanmar border, generated more than CNY 10 billion

(USD 1.4 billion).

At their peak, the Ming family controlled compounds

employing tens of thousands of workers, including the

notorious “Crouching Tiger Villa,” where staff were

reportedly beaten, tortured, and forced to run online

scams. The UN has described these scam hubs as part

of a regional “scamdemic,” in which over 100,000

people—many of them Chinese—were coerced into

working in fraudulent call centers targeting victims

worldwide.

Myanmar’s 2023 crackdown and subsequent

cooperation with Beijing led to the arrest and

extradition of many Ming family members. The
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patriarch, Ming Xuechang, was reportedly killed

himself during the operation. [BBC] [Mizzima]

China: First drone-capable assault ship

prepares for sea trials

(dql) China’s first drone-capable amphibious assault

ship, the Sichuan (Type 076), is preparing for sea trials

after new images revealed the installation of a radar

system and the removal of covers from its

electromagnetic launch catapult. Launched in

December, the vessel is widely seen as representing a

major step forward in the People Liberation Army

Navy’s unmanned aerial operations, being described as

the world’s first true drone carrier.

With a 260-meter flight deck larger than comparable

U.S. and Japanese ships, expanded hangar capacity,

and electromagnetic catapult technology similar to that

of the Fujian aircraft carrier, the Sichuan is designed to

host advanced drones such as the GJ-11 “Sharp Sword”

stealth UAV. Capable of carrying 1,000 marines, it

significantly upgrades the earlier Type 075 class.

The ship’s strategic importance lies in its potential role

in a Taiwan conflict, where amphibious assault vessels

would be central to projecting power. [SCMP 1]

Meanwhile, a Chinese military journal has provided

new details on the Liaoyuan-1 (LY-1), a shipborne laser

weapon unveiled at the September 3 Victory Day

parade. The LY-1 is described as a “last line of defence”

against drones and missiles within China’s layered

naval air-defense system, complementing other missile

systems.

According to the journal, the LY-1’s design is more

advanced and powerful than the U.S. Navy’s Helios

laser, with a lens aperture nearly twice as large and an

estimated output of 180–250 kW—slightly exceeding

American naval laser systems currently in trials. [Next

Gen Defense]

Analysts suggest the LY-1 could eventually replace

traditional close-in weapon systems, offering cheaper

per-interception costs, though others argue it will

remain complementary due to operational limits and

high development costs. [SCMP 2]

Meanwhile, China’s military has expressed concern

over Japan’s development of laser weapons, warning

that Tokyo’s plans could destabilize regional security.

According to the Chinese military, Japan is advancing

road-mobile laser systems and is set to deploy high-
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power, ship-mounted lasers on new Aegis-equipped

vessels by 2031, primarily to counter swarming drone

attacks in maritime environments.

Japan’s Ministry of Defence has allocated substantial

funding—over USD 120 million through 2029—for

these systems, alongside research into anti-missile

lasers and high-power microwave technologies. The

PLA Daily highlighted that Japan’s rapid progress,

combined with potential U.S. cooperation, may

increase military pressure in the region and challenge

the constraints of its pacifist constitution. [SCMP 3]

China: Space program strengthened with

latest satellite deployment

(dql) On September 29, China launched two Shiyan-30

satellites using a Long March 2D rocket. The mission,

marking the 598th flight in the Long March program

and the 100th launch of the CZ-2D, underscores

China’s steady expansion of its space capabilities.

The Shiyan satellite series serves as a platform for

testing advanced Earth observation, communication,

and navigation technologies, with applications relevant

to both civilian and defense sectors. [Azer News] [The

State Council, China]

China – Hong Kong: Global indexes rank

city among world’s top economies,

financial centers

(efg) Hong Kong has retained its title as the world's

freest economy in the Fraser Institute's 2025 Economic

Freedom of the World index, ranking first among 165

economies ahead of Singapore and New Zealand. The

index based on data from 2023—when the most

recent data across jurisdictions was available—sees

Hong Kong scoring 8.55 out of 10 across international

trade freedom and currency stability sectors.

The Canadian thinktank noted a drop of 0.52 points

since 2018 citing a decline in regulation, the legal

system and rights linked to the 2020 National Security

Law. Researchers state that the law undermines "one

country, two systems" eroding autonomy. [Fraiser

Institute] [Hong Kong Free Press]

The Hong Kong government welcomed the top

ranking, emphasizing the city's free market strengths

whilst rejecting criticism of the security law.
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Hong Kong was also ranked third globally and first in

the Asia-Pacific in the Global Financial Centres Index

(GFCI), published by the London-based think tank

Z/Yen Group in collaboration with Shenzhen’s China

Development Institute (CDI). Its strong performance

reflects rising scores in fintech, infrastructure, business

environment, and reputation, with the city leading in

banking, investment management, insurance, and

other financial services. [Global Financial Center]

[Press Release, Hong Kong Government] [SCMP]

Coinciding with the rankings announcement, the

Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) and the Hong

Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) launched a Roadmap

for the Development of Fixed Income and Currency

(FIC) Markets to strengthen Hong Kong's role as a

global FIC hub.

The plan will implement ten initiatives aimed at four

pillars: primary issuance, secondary market liquidity,

offshore RMB business and next-gen infrastructure

hoping to attract issuers, enhance liquidity and drive

innovation. The city experienced a strong financial

performance including HKD 130 billion (USD 16.6

billion) in IPO fundraising by August 2025, the highest

in the world. Hong Kong aims to expand new growth

areas such as an international gold trading market

deepening integration with national development

strategies and further enhancing its role as a global

financial hub. [China Daily]

Japan: Ruling party leadership race sees

former internal minister as frontrunner

(dql) Days ahead of the October 4 ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election, former

Internal Affairs Minister Sanae Takaichi is the

frontrunner, with 34.4 percent of party supporters

naming her the most suitable candidate, according to a

latest Kyodo News survey.  

The election was prompted after Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba announced on September 7 that he

would step down amid mounting pressure from within

the party, following the LDP-Komeito coalition’s loss of

its majority in the July House of Councillors election.

Agriculture Minister Shinjiro Koizumi trails closely with

around 30 percent support, while Chief Cabinet

Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi is third. Other

candidates, including former Foreign Minister

Toshimitsu Motegi and former Economic Security

Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, hold minimal backing.
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The survey indicates no candidate is likely to secure an

outright majority in the first round, suggesting a runoff

between the top two contenders. Among LDP

lawmakers, Koizumi currently enjoys the strongest

support, with Takaichi and Hayashi trailing. The

election will involve 295 Diet member votes and an

equal number of ballots from rank-and-file party

members. [Kyodo News]

Koizumi’s bid, however, has been shaken by a scandal

involving his campaign staff allegedly flooding online

platforms with favorable comments about him and

disparaging rival Sanae Takaichi. The controversy

forced senior campaign official Karen Makishima to

resign, citing threats to her safety. Koizumi accepted

responsibility, apologizing for “excessive expressions”

and vowing to prevent such incidents in the future.

The revelations highlighted that Makishima’s office had

circulated sample comments to allies, including

remarks implying Koizumi persuaded Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba to step down and veiled attacks on

Takaichi’s conservative stance.

While Koizumi remains a strong contender with prior

support from Diet members, the scandal threatens his

appeal among rank-and-file party members. Analysts

suggest that any erosion in member votes could

benefit Takaichi, potentially shifting momentum ahead

of the leadership vote. [The Asahi Shimbun 1]

Takaichi, meanwhile, signaled openness to policy

collaboration with rising right-wing opposition parties,

including Sanseito and the Conservative Party of Japan.

Speaking on a YouTube program, she emphasized

cross-party cooperation in the Diet when ideological

alignment exists, framing it as a collective legislative

responsibility.

Takaichi refrained from naming specific coalition

partners, noting that formal alliances should respect

mutual interests and policy goals. As the most right-

leaning contender among the five LDP candidates, she

is positioning herself as pragmatic yet ideologically

consistent, appealing to conservative segments of the

electorate.

Her remarks come amid speculation about potential

cross-party alliances that could influence the balance

of power in Japan’s legislature. Sanseito, which gained

momentum in the July Upper House election with an

anti-immigration and conservative platform,

represents a notable partner for such strategic

cooperation. [The Asahi Shimbun 2]
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The LDP, together with its coalition partner Komeito,

currently holds only a minority in both chambers of the

Japanese Diet. This precarious position limits their

ability to pass legislation independently, making cross-

party cooperation essential.

Japan: Opposition party proposes anti-

espionage legislative package

(dql) The opposition Democratic Party for the People

(DPP) is drafting a legislative package aimed at curbing

foreign influence and strengthening Japan’s

intelligence capabilities, though experts warn it could

raise human rights concerns. On September 25, the

party released a draft interim report from its working

team on a proposed spy prevention law.

The package would require foreign entities operating

in the country to register and partially disclose their

activities, funding, and assets. An independent agency

would be established to collect intelligence, review

registrations, and report regularly to the parliament.

Another proposed bill calls for the government to

publish a national intelligence strategy and create a

politically neutral intelligence agency independent of

existing bodies like the National Police Agency.

The legislation is framed as a defense of democracy

against “opaque activities by hostile forces” and aims

to preserve Japan’s freedom of decision-making. Since

mid-September, the DPP team has conducted over 30

hours of hearings with experts and government

agencies to compile the report.

The party plans to finalize the bills internally before

seeking bipartisan discussion, with the goal of

submitting them during the extraordinary Diet session

this fall. The report notes potential challenges,

including risks to freedom of expression and political

activity, as well as the possibility of intelligence

operations being subject to political influence,

underscoring the need for broad public understanding

and support. [The Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Court rules genital surgery

requirement for legal gender change

unconstitutional

(dql) The Sapporo Family Court has ruled that the legal

requirement for transgender individuals to undergo

genital surgery in order to change their registered
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gender is unconstitutional. The decision, issued in two

cases from Sapporo, marks the first judicial ruling

striking down this provision of the Gender Identity

Disorder Special Cases Act.

The court emphasized that the requirement imposes

“excessive restrictions” and lacks relevance in light of

medical advances and evolving social practices, noting

that many transgender individuals already avoid public

facilities to prevent confusion. The ruling also cited

Article 13 of the Constitution, which guarantees

respect for individual dignity.

This decision builds on a 2023 Supreme Court ruling

that invalidated a related provision forcing surgery to

remove reproductive capacity. [The Japan Times]

Human Rights Watch welcomed the Sapporo judgment

as reinforcing the “nationwide momentum to respect

trans people’s fundamental right to legal recognition.”

[Human Rights Watch]

Japan: U.S. maintains Tier 2 rating on

human trafficking

(dql) The U.S. State Department’s 2025 Trafficking in

Persons Report kept Japan at Tier 2, indicating that

while the country is making “significant efforts” to meet

minimum standards for combating human trafficking,

progress remains insufficient. The report noted

improvements from the previous year but highlighted

that prosecutions for labor and child sex trafficking

remain low relative to the scale of exploitation.

[Department of State, USA]

Japan plans to introduce a new migrant worker

protection system in 2027 to replace the criticized 1993

foreign trainee program, which has faced allegations of

enabling forced labor (see article below). The

government pledged to continue addressing trafficking

issues and to clarify its efforts domestically and

internationally. [The Mainichi]

Globally, 33 countries—including Australia, Britain,

South Korea, and the United States—achieved Tier 1

status, demonstrating substantial progress against

trafficking. Tier 3, the lowest level, includes countries

with poor human rights records, such as China, Iran,

Myanmar, North Korea, Russia, and Syria, while most

other nations, including India, Indonesia, and Thailand,

remain in Tier 2.
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Japan: Factory output slumps, retail sales

fall for first time in over three years

(dql) Japan’s industrial output and retail sales showed

sharper-than-expected weakness in August, raising

concerns about the country’s economic trajectory.

Factory production fell 1.2 percent from July, driven by

declines in electrical machinery, information and

communication electronics, and fabricated metal,

while motor vehicle output rose 2.5 percent as

overseas demand and parts shortages improved.

Retail sales dropped 1.1 percent from a year earlier—

the first decline in 42 months—primarily due to weaker

automobile sales. Analysts noted that although the

U.S.-Japan trade agreement reduced tariffs, higher U.S.

import duties continue to pressure exports and

constrain production planning.

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry described

output as “seesawing,” with manufacturers projecting

moderate growth in September and October. Moody’s

Analytics highlighted ongoing strains from global trade

tensions, while Bank of Japan Governor Kazuo Ueda

indicated that future interest rate hikes will depend on

evolving economic data. [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, over 3,000 food and beverage products

from 195 major Japanese manufacturers are set for

price increases in October, marking the 10th

consecutive month of rising costs, credit research and

information company Teikoku Databank reported. The

monthly total will exceed 3,000 for the first time since

April.

Rising material and labor costs are driving the hikes,

with beverages—including alcoholic drinks—making up

roughly 70 percent of the increases. [Nippon.com]

The continued price adjustments reflect persistent

inflationary pressures on Japan’s consumer market.

Core inflation in Tokyo remained steady at 2.5 percent

in September. The Tokyo core CPI, which excludes

fresh food but includes fuel, is considered a leading

indicator of nationwide trends. [Reuters 2]

Japan: Government to introduce new

foreign worker program

(dql) Japan has announced that it will replace its long-

criticized foreign trainee program with a new system

starting April 1, 2027, aimed at improving labor rights

and oversight. Under the reformed framework, foreign
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workers will be allowed to change employers within

the same industry under specified conditions, a major

shift from the current program that largely prohibits

job transfers and has led many to flee exploitative

workplaces.

Earlier this year, investigations by the Labour

Inspection Office of the Ministry of Health, Labour and

Welfare found nearly 70 percent of participating

businesses violated labor laws, leaving migrant

workers—who often face language barriers and limited

legal support—highly vulnerable. [Business & Human

Rights Resource Center]

The new program targets 17 sectors facing acute labor

shortages, including construction and agriculture, and

facilitates progression to specified skilled worker

status, enabling medium- to long-term employment

after three years.

Originally launched in 1993 to transfer skills to

developing countries, the trainee program has faced

criticism for functioning primarily as a source of cheap

labor amid Japan’s declining working-age population.

Its abolition will coincide with the new program’s

implementation. [Kyodo News]

In line with this labor policy shift, East Japan Railway (JR

East) will begin training foreign nationals this fiscal year

to qualify as specified skilled workers in railway

maintenance, following the inclusion of the railway

sector in Japan’s specified skilled worker system in

March 2024. The program addresses acute labor

shortages in track maintenance and other railway

operations, which have led to service suspensions and

schedule adjustments.

Trial sessions held in March included 25 trainees from

Indonesia and Vietnam. The program also allows

graduates of mid-level technical internship programs

to qualify.

Beyond maintenance and vehicle manufacturing, the

system is expected to expand to transportation roles,

including conductors and drivers, helping alleviate

projected shortages of approximately 18,400 railway

workers by fiscal 2028. [The Japan Times]

Japan: Controversial “hometown”

program scrapped amid immigration

concerns

(dql/ja) The Japan International Cooperation Agency

(JICA), the country’s government-backed development
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aid organization, has decided that it will scrap its “JICA

Africa Hometown” program following a wave of

protests and complaints from residents in designated

cities, who claimed the initiative could encourage

immigration from Africa. [Anadolu Ajansı]

The program had paired four Japanese cities with

African countries—Imabari with Mozambique, Kisarazu

with Nigeria, Nagai with Tanzania, and Sanjo with

Ghana—to strengthen cultural and economic ties.

The backlash escalated after an erroneous statement

from the Nigerian government suggested a “special

visa category,” prompting false claims online that

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba intended to bring

“millions of Africans and Kurds” to Japan. High-profile

amplification, including a post by Elon Musk on X,

further spread panic, overwhelming local authorities

with hundreds of daily complaints. [Arise News]

Local authorities reported being overwhelmed by

public backlash, prompting JICA President Akihiko

Tanaka to apologize for the “excessive burden” caused

by misunderstandings about the program.

The incident highlights not only Japan’s traditionally

strict immigration policies but also a growing anti-

immigrant discourse across politics and society.

Despite the country’s increasing reliance on specified

skilled workers to address labor shortages amid an

aging population and declining birthrate, nationalist-

populist parties such as Sanseito (Political Participation

Party) have gained traction, promoting “Japan First”

rhetoric and calling for tighter border controls while all

five candidates in the ruling Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP) leadership contest are advocating tougher

restrictions on the acceptance of foreign nationals.

[Kyodo News] [The Japan Times] [The Asahi Shimbun]

[Al Jazeera]

Japan: Aegis destroyer heads to U.S. to

test Tomahawk missiles to strengthen

counterattack capability

(dql) Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) has

dispatched the Aegis destroyer Chokai to the United

States to test-fire U.S.-made Tomahawk cruise missiles.

While in the U.S., the vessel will undergo a software

upgrade enabling Tomahawk launches, marking a

significant step in Japan’s counterattack capability,

which the government formally endorsed in 2022.

Tomahawks, with a range of roughly 1,600 kilometers,

are renowned for their preemptive strike potential,
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having been deployed in conflicts such as the Gulf War

and recent attacks on Iran’s nuclear sites. The Chokai

will remain in the U.S. until mid-September 2026, with

its crew receiving specialized training in missile

operations at a San Diego naval base. [Nippon.com]

[TWZ]

Mongolia: Teachers hold nationwide

protest demanding salary increase, better

social guarantees

(fs) Teachers and staff from all districts of Ulaanbaatar,

the 21 provinces of the country, and various education

and science institutions held a nationwide peaceful

protest organized by the Mongolian Education and

Science Workers’ Trade Union on September 24.

Participants included educators from general

education schools, vocational training centers,

preschools, universities, and research institutions.

Protesters demanded an increase in the base monthly

salary for teachers to 3.5 million MNT (about USD 970)

and improvements in social security. They argued that

stagnant wages, rising living costs, and poor working

conditions have caused a shortage of qualified

personnel and deteriorating conditions in the

education sector.

The union estimates that raising salaries to the

proposed level would require an additional 3.3 trillion

MNT (about USD 917 million) from the state budget.

Government officials acknowledged the issue but said

the current economic situation limits the possibility of

securing such funding. [iToim, in Mongolian]

Mongolia: Government approves

development plans, new agreements to

drive economic and digital transformation

(fs) On September 24, the government reviewed the

draft of the Five-Year Development Guidelines for

2026-2030 and outlined a comprehensive reform

agenda under the “New Confidence - Bold Reform”

program.

Prime Minister Gombojav Zandanshatar highlighted

plans to implement reforms across ten areas, including

governance, economy, taxation, green growth, energy,

human development, and rural-urban planning. The

draft will be finalized and submitted to the Cabinet by

October 15. [Montsame]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-dl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-dr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-dy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-dj/


The government also approved the “Digital First” policy

to prioritize technology in state decision-making,

service delivery, and administration, seeking to

accelerate the country’s digital transformation. The

cabinet also supported the National Big Data and

Artificial Intelligence Strategy, which outlines 66

measures to develop AI ecosystems, introduce AI

applications in key sectors, and strengthen Mongolia’s

competitiveness in Asia. [Sonin]

In addition, a bilateral air services agreement with

Australia was endorsed to enable direct flights, expand

markets, and integrate into international transport and

logistics networks. [iToim]

North Korea: Call for discipline within

party intensifies before October

anniversary

(sm) With the 80th Anniversary of the Workers’ Party of

Korea approaching on October 10, Pyongyang has

sharpened its focus on discipline among local officials.

State media Rodong Sinmun on September 25 urged

cadres to win hearts through services while cautioning

that misconduct and arrogance undermine the party’s

credibility. [The Korea Times]

The campaign follows North Korean Kim Jong Un’s

criticism of officials’ incompetence and irresponsibility

during a recent session of the Supreme People’s

Assembly and his rebuke of mismanagement and

construction delays at the new Pyongyang General

Hospital, underscoring the regime’s effort to project

order and control before the anniversary. [Chosun Biz]

[The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, authorities organized intensive training for

party lecturers aimed at sharpening ideological

outreach ahead of the anniversary. The sessions,

launched earlier this month on September 4 in North

Pyongyang, provided a set of state-approved themes

linked to Kim’s policy for “self-sufficiency” and

instructed lecturers to strengthen ideological

messaging to local communities. [Daily NK]

In addition, preparations for a military parade are

underway in Pyongyang. Recent reports indicate that

thousands of troops have joined rehearsal drills, with

more than 550 trucks and support vehicles assembled

at the parade training grounds. Satellite imagery has

also shown large troop formations practicing in

advance of the anniversary. [NK News]
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North Korea: Uranium estimate points to

larger arsenal potential

(sm) North Korea is believed to possess as much as

2,000 kilograms of highly enriched uranium (HEU), an

amount sufficient to build at least 100 nuclear

weapons. The figure, disclosed by South Korea’s

Minister of Unification, Chung Dong-young, on

September 25 suggests that centrifuge operations at

multiple undisclosed facilities are continuing in parallel

with plutonium production at the Yongbyon complex.

Reports in June also indicated construction of a new

building at Yongbyon resembling an enrichment

facility, reinforcing concerns that Pyongyang may be

expanding its uranium-processing capacity. [The

Chosun Daily] [The Korea Times] [NK News]

The estimate follows Pyongyang’s declaration earlier

this month that its nuclear weapons status is

permanently enshrined in law (see AiR No. 38,

September/2025, 4).

The disclosure adds to concerns over the pace and

opacity of the country’s nuclear program. 

South Korea: Government approves

landmark government overhaul

(dql) The Cabinet has approved a far-reaching

restructuring of government ministries and agencies,

including the dissolution of the Supreme Prosecutors’

Office, a cornerstone of South Korea’s judicial system

since 1948.

The office will be abolished on October 1, 2026, after a

one-year transition. Its investigative and prosecutorial

functions will be divided between the Interior Ministry

and the Justice Ministry. President Lee Jae Myung

justified the change by criticizing prosecutorial

overreach and urging reforms to prevent wrongful

charges and excessive appeals.

The overhaul also reverses the 2008 merger that

created the current Finance Ministry, transferring

budgetary authority to the Prime Minister’s Office

while leaving taxation and economic policy with a

reconstituted Ministry of Strategy and Finance.

A new Ministry of Climate, Energy and Environment will

integrate green and energy policy, while the Ministry of

Gender Equality and Family will gain expanded powers,

including oversight of employment equality.
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Further changes include elevating Statistics Korea and

the Intellectual Property Office into independent

agencies, shifting the deputy prime minister role from

the education to the science minister, and replacing

the Korea Communications Commission with a new

Broadcast Media and Telecommunications

Commission under the ICT Ministry.

The reorganization, pushed through by the ruling

Democratic Party with overwhelming parliamentary

approval while the opposition People Power Party

boycotted the vote, marks one of the most significant

structural reforms in decades, signaling both a political

effort to curb prosecutorial power and an institutional

shift toward climate policy, gender equality, and digital

governance. [The Korea Herald] [Anadolu Ajansı]

South Korea: Ruling party veteran

challenges President Lee’s North Korea

policy

(mo) At a ruling Democratic Party (DP) seminar held on

September 25–26, President Lee Jae-myung’s foreign

and security policies came under sharp criticism from

Chung Se-hyun, a senior party figure and former

Unification Minister. The seminar brought together DP

Chairman Jung Chung-rae; Cho Jung-sik, DP chief policy

maker; Park Yoon-joo, First Vice Minister of Foreign

Affairs; and Lim Sung-taek, former First Vice Minister of

Foreign Affairs.

Chung argued that too many “alliance faction” aides

around the president prioritize South Korea–U.S.

relations, claiming that they think nothing can be done

without Washington’s approval. He warned that this

mindset undermines Seoul’s ability to advance inter-

Korean peace initiatives and called for changes in the

president’s advisory team.

Chung also criticized delays in restoring the September

19 inter-Korean military agreement, despite Lee’s

pledge to reinstate it, and dismissed the

administration’s new “END” initiative—standing for

exchange, normalization, and denuclearization—as a

superficial slogan lacking practical strategy. He

contended that South Korea should press the United

States to accept a nuclear freeze with North Korea as a

realistic starting point, rather than insisting on

denuclearization first.

Lee presented the “END” initiative last week at the UN

General Assembly, framing it as a phased approach to

easing inter-Korean tensions and pursuing

denuclearization. He pledged to replace hostility with
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mutual respect, expand exchanges, and support

dialogue between Washington and Pyongyang,

emphasizing that complete disarmament must follow a

pragmatic, step-by-step process beginning with a

freeze on North Korea’s nuclear program. [UPI] [The

Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Former prosecutor general

summoned over marine death case

(dql) A special counsel investigating the 2023 death of

Marine Corporal Chae has summoned former

Prosecutor General Shim Woo-jung for questioning.

Shim, who also served as vice justice minister, is

accused of playing a key role in lifting a travel ban on

then–Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup, enabling his

sudden departure to Australia as ambassador.

Lee had been identified as a central suspect for

allegedly exerting pressure on the initial investigation

into the corporal’s death during a flood rescue mission.

Shim now faces allegations of abusing his authority

and facilitating the escape of a suspect.

Prosecutors are expected to press Shim on why the

travel restriction was abruptly reversed and whether

senior officials, potentially including the presidential

office, were involved in the decision. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Ministery launches new

council to advance energy transition

(mo) On September 24, South Korea’s Ministry of

Trade, Industry and Energy launched the Public Policy

Council for the Transition to Renewable Energy as part

of the country’s efforts for a grand energy transition

centered on renewable energy.

The initiative calls for joint efforts by government,

public institutions, and the private sector to expand

renewable energy, strengthen industrial

competitiveness, and promote “RE100” industrial

complexes and regional cooperation projects. “RE100”

industrial complexes refers to the government’s

planning initiative to design, build or convert industrial

parks so that 100 percent of the electricity they

consume comes from renewable energy.

The new council is the country’s first broad

consultative body involving major public institutions

tied to renewable energy, including state-owned Korea
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Electric Power Corporation (KEPCO), South Korea’s

largest electric utility and power generation public

corporations as well as agriculture, fisheries, transport,

and energy agencies. At its inaugural meeting,

members discussed their expansion plans, difficulties,

and policy suggestions. [Chosun Biz]

South Korea: Financial reorganization

plan scrapped amid backlash

(mo) The government and the ruling Democratic Party

have completely scrapped their plan to reorganize

financial authorities, meaning the current Financial

Services Commission (FSC)–Financial Supervisory

Service (FSS) structure will remain. The decision

followed strong internal backlash from both agencies

and criticism that dividing responsibilities among four

institutions would reduce efficiency and create

unnecessary confusion.

The reorganization, originally a campaign pledge by

President Lee Jae-myung, aimed to transfer the FSC’s

policy functions to the Ministry of Economy and

Finance, establish a new supervisory body, and split

the FSS to create a separate consumer protection

agency. However, concerns about financial market

instability, operational confusion, and delayed

implementation led the government to withdraw the

proposal.

Labor unions and employees of the FSS had staged

protests, warning that the changes would weaken

independence and disrupt operations. Critics also

argued the plan would increase bureaucracy and

reduce the state’s ability to respond quickly to crises.

[The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: International Monetary

Fund urges government to ease policy,

advance reforms amid fiscal pressures

(mo) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has

affirmed that South Korea has sufficient policy space to

support growth through additional monetary easing,

as inflation expectations remain stable and risks are

balanced. The Fund projects economic growth of 0.9

percent in 2025, with headline inflation around 2

percent this year and next. [Reuters]

The IMF highlighted mounting fiscal pressures from

rapid population aging, warning that government debt
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—set to surpass 50 percent of GDP next year—could

undermine fiscal sustainability. It recommended

overhauling the pension system, improving

expenditure efficiency, and introducing a medium-

term fiscal anchor, such as a debt-to-GDP ceiling, to

safeguard fiscal health. The Fund also called for

structural reforms to raise productivity, ease labor-

market rigidities, leverage AI-driven transformation,

and diversify exports. [The Daily Chosun]

Although South Korea’s debt ratio remains lower than

those of reserve-currency economies, the IMF

cautioned that, as a non-reserve currency issuer, even

moderate debt levels could weaken its

creditworthiness. By 2029, the debt ratio is projected

to climb to 58.4 percent of GDP, among the highest in

its peer group. [IMF]

South Korea: Government urged to

accelerate Comprehensive and

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific

Partnership bid

(mo) The Korea International Trade Association (KITA)

has urged the government to accelerate Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) implementation and resume efforts

to join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement

for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) in response to

trade uncertainty under the Donald Trump U.S.

administration.

The report highlighted how other economies with high

U.S. trade exposure, such as the EU, Canada, and

Mexico, have expanded their trade networks by

concluding long-stalled FTAs and joining multilateral

agreements. South Korea, highly dependent on trade,

has seen stronger export growth with FTA partners

than non-FTA countries, but is currently more focused

on updating existing deals than pursuing new ones.

KITA recommends that Seoul quickly finalize FTAs with

the Gulf Cooperation Council, the United Arab

Emirates, Guatemala, and Ecuador—where

negotiations are already complete—and accelerate the

bid for CPTPP membership, which offers wider market

access, including to Mexico, with whom South Korea

lacks an FTA.

Although CPTPP accession has been delayed by

domestic opposition in agriculture and fisheries, its

strategic importance has grown amid U.S. tariff

uncertainty. KITA stressed that CPTPP would help

expand export opportunities, strengthen supply
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chains, and lower production costs, provided Korea

also introduces safeguards for vulnerable industries.

[The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Defense forces hold live fire

exercises amid border tensions

(sm) South Korea’s Marine Corp forces conducted live-

fire exercises along the Northern Limit Line (NLL) in the

Yellow Sea on September 24, firing about 170 rounds

from K9 self-propelled howitzers and other weapons

systems. The drills, the first on the western side of the

Northwest Islands area since late June, resumed after

Seoul suspended the 2018 Inter-Korean military

agreement in mid-2023, citing incidents of frequent

North Korean provocations. [Chosun Biz]

The 2018 accord (Comprehensive Military Agreement),

signed at the Pyongyang summit between then-

President Moon Jae-In and Kim Jong Un, was designed

to reduce military tensions by halting hostile activities

near the border and create buffer zones on land, sea,

and air. [38 North]

Last month, President Lee Jae-myung had announced

the idea of gradually restoring the 2018 accord, though

the drills went ahead as scheduled.

Officials emphasized the regional training, usually held

several times a year, was part of maintaining South

Korean readiness in the disputed maritime area. The

continuation of such exercises highlights the persistent

tension surrounding the maritime boundary, where

military activity remains closely observed on both

sides. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Major fire hits government

data center

(mo) A fire at the National Information Resources

Service data center in Daejeon on September 26

temporarily disabled 647 South Korean government IT

systems. The fire was reportedly sparked while

technicians were replacing a lithium-ion battery.

[Bloomberg]

By September 29, the government reported that 46

services had been restored, including Government24,

the main public service portal, and the financial and

postal systems of Korea Post. However, another 96

affected systems will take longer to resume operations,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-ki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-kd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-kh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-kk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-ku/


with no clear timetable for full recovery. [The Asahi

Shimbun]

President Lee Jae Myung ordered a significant upgrade

to the security of government systems. He also

instructed his ministers to prepare budgets for new

emergency systems designed to prevent and mitigate

similar incidents in the future. [Reuters]

South Korea: Military fires warning shots

to repel North Korean vessel breaching

sea boundary

(mo) The military reported that it fired warning shots

on September 26 to repel a North Korean merchant

ship that briefly crossed the disputed western sea

boundary near Baengnyeong Island. The ship withdrew

after receiving an audio warning and warning shots.

No exchange of fire occurred.

Such incidents are common along the poorly defined

Northern Limit Line, which has been the site of past

clashes, including North Korea’s 2010 attacks that

killed 50 South Koreans.

North Korea does not recognize the Northern Limit

Line, claiming it intrudes into its waters. In January

2024, Kim Jong Un reiterated this stance. The two

Koreas last exchanged warning shots in 2022 over a

similar incident.

Inter-Korean tensions remain high, with North Korea

rejecting Seoul’s diplomatic overtures, accelerating its

weapons development, and deepening ties with Russia

since the Ukraine war. [ABC]

Taiwan: Taipei court acquits opposition

party officials of vote-buying charges

(acl) On September 25, the Shillin District Court

acquitted former Kuomintang (KMT) Central Standing

Committee member Hsiao Ching-Tien and 26 other

defendants of vote–buying charges, citing insufficient

evidence.

The case stemmed from allegations that Hsiao and

KMT Beitou District party office head Tseng Fan-Chuan

distributed envelopes containing campaign materials

and cash totaling USD 3,613 while visiting ward chief

candidates in Taipei’s Shilin and Beitou districts in

November 2022. Prosecutors charged Hsiao, Tseng,
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and several ward chief candidates in February 2023

under the Public Officials Election and Recall Act.

The court determined that the cash came from

supporters pooling money to wish candidates well in

elections and found no evidence that other defendants

had received money. It also cited testimony from KMT

Taipei City party office head Huang Lu Chin-Ju and

others that private sponsorship of ward chiefs’

campaigns is common practice.

The court concluded that Hsiao’s financial support and

campaign visits with Tseng, along with their appeals for

support of KMT city council candidates, constituted

routine party mobilization rather than illegal vote

buying. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: 3.18 percent minimum wage hike

for 2026 announced

(dql) Taiwan’s government has announced a 3.18

percent minimum wage increase for 2026, raising the

monthly wage to NTD 29,500 (USD 967) and the hourly

wage to NTD 196 (USD 6.42), benefiting roughly 2.47

million workers.

Labor groups, which had advocated a 4 percent hike,

expressed partial dissatisfaction but accepted the

compromise, while employers welcomed the decision

as balanced.

The debate centered on distributing economic growth

fairly, given that export-oriented industries outpaced

service sectors, where most minimum-wage workers

are employed. Labor Minister Hung Sun-han noted

that the adjustment considered inflation, GDP growth,

and trade uncertainties. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Cabinet extends preferential

tariffs and taxes on key commodities to

March 2026

(acl) On September 23, Taiwan’s Cabinet approved an

extension of preferential tariffs and taxes on key

commodities until March 2026 to help stabilize

inflation. The measures include sales tax exemptions

for soybean, wheat, and corn imports; tariff-free entry

for imported wheat, butter, and milk powder used in

baking; and a 50 percent tariff cut on frozen beef.

Commodity tax reductions will also remain in place,

including the USD 0.07 per liter cut on gasoline, the
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USD 0.05 per liter cut on diesel, and a 50 percent cut in

the tax on Portland cement.

This is the 16th round of preferential tariff and tax

measures since 2021. While prices of some agricultural

and industrial raw materials have returned to pre-2021

levels, the Cabinet noted that others, such as butter

and frozen beef, remain high.

The extension is intended to boost consumer

purchasing power and lower business operating costs.

The Ministry of Economic Affairs has been tasked with

negotiating with business associations and companies

to adjust product prices so that consumers directly

benefit from the policy. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: First batch of U.S.-supplied

Abrams tanks to be commissioned in

October

(dql) Taiwan will officially commission 38 M1A2T

Abrams tanks delivered by the United States in

December 2024 in a ceremony before the end of

October. These tanks are the first installment of a 108-

unit order valued at NTD 40.5 billion (USD 1.45 billion),

with a second batch of 42 already delivered in July and

the remaining 28 expected in early 2026.

Trained crews, prepared under instruction from U.S.-

trained instructors, have completed their programs,

and the tanks have undergone extensive testing,

including live-fire exercises in July where all rounds hit

their targets. Once commissioned, the Abrams tanks

will be assigned to the Sixth Army Corps, responsible

for northern Taiwan’s defense.

Taiwan’s armored forces currently operate around

1,000 tanks, including aging CM-11 Brave Tigers and

M60A3s. Beyond acquiring the Abrams, the military

has upgraded M60A3s with new engines and enhanced

“hunter-killer” firing systems, enabling them to engage

one target while tracking another. [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Interim leader urges

vigilance against election sabotage,

stresses trials and reform roadmap

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, has warned that international

actors may be attempting to obstruct Bangladesh’s

democratic transition, stressing that the February 2026

general election must be held freely and peacefully.

Speaking in New York on September 29 on the

sidelines of the UN General Assembly, he told visiting

rights activists that “some forces are determined to

make sure the election never happens,” citing

substantial financial flows and domestic beneficiaries.

He described the coming months as critical, vowing to

deliver the country’s highest voter turnout, particularly

by mobilizing women voters, and announced a

nationwide campaign to familiarize citizens with the

voting process.

Yunus outlined reform initiatives since the July 2024

uprising that toppled the Awami League of longtime

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, including the creation of

11 reform commissions and a judicial inquiry into

enforced disappearances. He said the National

Consensus Commission, a seven-member body

formed in February 2025 under his leadership to

broker cross-party agreement on reforms, is now

reviewing legal pathways to implement the July

National Charter 2025. The Charter itself, born of the

2024–2025 protest movement, commits to free and

fair elections, stronger judicial independence,

safeguards against authoritarian relapse, and

protections for marginalized groups. [The Daily Star 1]

Indeed, at its September 26 session, the Commission

consulted legal and constitutional experts alongside

government representatives. Participants examined

proposals ranging from the formation of a Constituent

Assembly and issuance of constitutional orders, to the

use of Article 106 of the Constitution to seek the
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Supreme Court’s advisory opinion, and the feasibility of

holding a national referendum.

Experts suggested pairing a referendum on the

Charter with the next parliamentary election in

February 2026, while constitutional amendments or

ordinances could be used to implement its institutional

provisions. The Commission has agreed to compile and

forward recommendations to the interim government,

outlining potential legal and institutional pathways to

realize the Charter’s goals. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

At separate UNGA meetings, Yunus reiterated that

prosecuting ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina and

her allies remains a top priority, pledging that trials will

follow international standards. He accused Hasina,

who faces extradition requests, of destabilizing the

transition despite standing trial. He also highlighted

symbolic progress abroad, noting that rival parties

including the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), the

Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami, and the student-movement-

born National Citizen Party (NCP) appeared jointly at

UN side events, projecting what he called “a united

Bangladesh at the UN.” [Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka

Tribune 3]

Domestically, however, divisions remain sharp. NCP

organizer Sarjis Alam demanded that both the Awami

League — the ousted ruling party — and the Jatiya

Party — Bangladesh’s largest formal opposition in

parliament, founded in the 1980s by former military

ruler Hussain Muhammad Ershad — be barred from

elections until they face trial for alleged mass killings.

He also accused the Election Commission of

withholding the NCP’s preferred Shapla symbol under

political pressure. [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Separately, BNP senior leader Ruhul Kabir Rizvi

accused Jamaat-e-Islami of “working with fallen fascist

forces” and pursuing opportunistic politics by at times

aligning with the Awami League. He warned that any

attempt to rehabilitate the old order would endanger

democratic activists and risk a revival of authoritarian

practices associated with the previous Awami League

era. [Dhaka Tribune 5]

Bangladesh: Election body advances

transparency and oversight measures for

2026 polls

(lm) (lm) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) has

intensified preparations for the 13th parliamentary

election scheduled for February 2026, pledging to

deliver a fair and credible vote. Chief Election
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Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin said groundwork is

largely complete, including a nationwide voter list and

efforts to reduce the gender gap among voters. Nine

election-related laws are under revision, IT systems

have been tested to extend postal voting to over one

million election workers and detainees, and public

input is being incorporated to close remaining gaps.

[Dhaka Tribune 1]

As part of its roadmap, the EC has launched

livestreamed dialogues with stakeholders, beginning

September 28 with civil society in Dhaka, followed by

academics and professors. Additional consultations

with political parties, media, election experts,

observers, and July movement activists are set to

conclude within six weeks. At the same time, the EC

has announced the registration of 73 domestic

organizations as election observers out of 318

applicants, with challenges to be filed by October 20.

[Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

International monitoring is also expanding. The

European Union has expressed interest in deploying

150 observers for the polls. A draft memorandum of

understanding has been submitted for review, to be

signed by the EC, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and

the EU. A seven-member EU expert team is currently

visiting Bangladesh until October 7 to assess the pre-

election environment. [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Parallel reform debates are underway. Badiul Alam

Majumder, chair of Bangladesh’s Election Reform

Commission, has urged that political parties be

brought under the Right to Information (RTI) Act,

insisting transparency should extend to candidates’

education and financial disclosures. He criticized the

interim government for weak RTI enforcement, while

Transparency International Bangladesh echoed that

public information belongs to citizens, not officials.

[Dhaka Tribune 5]

The EC has also expanded its gazette of electoral

symbols from 69 in the last polls to 115, covering both

registered parties and independents. Fifty parties

currently hold active registration, with several new

applicants pending, while five have had their status

cancelled or suspended though their symbols remain

provisionally listed. The list ranges from traditional

icons such as the sheaf of paddy, plough, and ox cart

to modern ones like a computer, mobile phone, and

helicopter. [Dhaka Tribune 6]

Among the parties navigating this evolving electoral

field is Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh’s largest Islamist

party, which is considering a new logo as part of a

wider rebranding strategy in what it calls a “new
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Bangladesh” following the 2024 uprising and the

ouster of former prime minister Sheikh Hasina. A draft

design, shown in recent meetings between party chief

Shafiqur Rahman and foreign diplomats, features a

rising sun, pen, and balance scale placed on an open

book with a green backdrop. Party officials said the

design is still under review, with multiple options being

weighed.

Jamaat has altered its name and emblem before, most

recently in 2016, but continued to use its older

calligraphy-based logo in practice. Its long-time

electoral symbol — the balance scale — was removed

from the Election Commission’s list in 2017 after the

Supreme Court restricted it to the judiciary. However,

both Jamaat’s registration and the scale symbol were

restored by an Appellate Division ruling in June 2025,

allowing the party to contest the next polls under the

symbol once again. [The Daily Star 1]

Meanwhile, the Jatiya Party — founded in the 1980s by

former military ruler Hussain Muhammad Ershad and

today the largest formal opposition group in

parliament — has faced an internal power struggle

over its registration and electoral symbol. A delegation

led by presidium member Rezaul Islam Bhuiyan met

the Election Commission on September 28 to affirm

that both remain under the authority of current

chairman GM Quader, Ershad’s younger brother, who

has led the party since 2019. Bhuiyan said a faction of

expelled members attempted to hold an unauthorized

council in August, claiming to elect veteran politician

Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmud as chairman and to

assume control over the symbol. He stressed that the

move lacked legitimacy as it had no approval from the

party leadership, and that legally the symbol remains

with Quader until the party’s 10th council is convened.

[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Main opposition accelerates

alliance talks as exiled party leader

prepares return

(lm) Bangladesh’s main opposition, the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) — founded by former president

Ziaur Rahman and historically the chief rival of the

Awami League of ousted ex-prime minister Sheikh

Hasina — is entering a decisive phase of election

preparation, combining the imminent return of its

acting chairman Tarique Rahman with fast-tracked

negotiations over seat-sharing with allies ahead of the

February 2026 polls. Tarique Rahman, son of Ziaur

Rahman and former prime minister Khaleda Zia, has

lived in exile in London since 2008.
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Standing Committee member AZM Zahid Hossain

confirmed that Rahman will return within weeks to

lead what the party calls the “final stage” of restoring

democracy. He said the BNP’s candidate pool is ten

times larger than available seats, and final nominations

will prioritize local popularity, grassroots support, and

internal surveys. Rahman’s return, Zahid stressed, is

intended not only to guide the campaign but also to

push forward the BNP’s 31-point reform program. [The

Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune 1]

At the same time, BNP is moving quickly to finalize

seat-sharing arrangements with its coalition partners.

The party has requested candidate lists from allied

groups that joined anti-government protests over the

past three years, with negotiations expected to

conclude by October. Senior leaders said

constituencies would be allocated based on allies’

electoral strength and local acceptability, while some

senior figures unable to contest could later be

considered for ministerial or parliamentary positions in

a future government.

BNP sources indicated that around 100–150 of its own

nominations are already effectively settled, while the

remaining seats will be allocated after surveys and

consultations. The opposition bloc is expected to span

left-leaning, liberal democratic, and Islamist parties,

though the revised Representation of the People Order

(RPO) requires each party to contest under its own

symbol. This raises the stakes for careful seat

distribution to avoid splitting votes.

A complicating factor is Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh’s

largest Islamist party and a former BNP ally, which has

already announced candidates for all 300

constituencies. BNP views Jamaat as weak in most

areas but acknowledges the overlap underscores the

complexity of managing a broad coalition. [Dhaka

Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Chief justice highlights

progress on judicial independence

(mon) Bangladesh’s chief justice said judicial

independence is being strengthened through reforms

designed to restore public confidence and institutional

credibility. Speaking at a seminar in Barishal, he

pointed to the reform roadmap introduced in 2024,

which has already reshaped court culture and

expectations.

Key measures include the enactment of the Supreme

Judicial Appointments Council Ordinance of 2025,
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which introduced a collegium-based system for

appointing judges, and the revival of the Supreme

Judicial Council, restoring constitutional oversight for

disciplining judges. Preparations are also under way to

establish a separate Supreme Court Secretariat, ending

the judiciary’s dual administrative structure.

Modernization steps include helpline services across

districts, the creation of 232 new judicial posts, and the

drafting of a Commercial Court Ordinance for 2025 to

accelerate settlement of commercial disputes. These

reforms were described as “radical” changes that

strengthen judicial independence and create a legal

framework more conducive to investment and

economic growth. [bdnews24]

Bangladesh: Government considers direct

hiring into civil service, sparking unease

(lm) Bangladesh is considering introducing “lateral

entry” into its civil service, allowing professionals from

outside the bureaucracy to be directly appointed at the

level of joint secretary. The move, recommended

earlier this year by the Public Administration Reform

Commission, is being reviewed by a government

committee and could see up to 10 percent of more

than 1,000 joint secretary posts opened to external

recruits.

Lateral entry—used in countries such as India and

previously in Pakistan—would bring in professionals

from sectors like business, academia, or the armed

forces, bypassing the traditional 20-year career track

required for promotion. Proponents say the change

could inject skills and speed into an administration

widely seen as underperforming. Critics, however,

warn it risks politicization, corruption, and resentment

among career officers who fear blocked promotions.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: National Pay Commission

launches consultation on new pay scale

The National Pay Commission of Bangladesh has

started work on overhauling the country’s public sector

pay structure, aiming to make it fair, transparent, and

effective. To gather broad-based feedback, the

commission has released four online questionnaires

on its official website, designed separately for

employees, the general public, institutions, and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-bt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-bi/


associations. Submissions are open until October 15.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Interim government

dissolves tax authority reform advisory

committee

(lm) The interim government has dissolved the five-

member advisory committee of the National Board of

Revenue (NBR), Bangladesh’s central authority for tax

collection and customs administration. The move

follows the promulgation of the Revenue Policy and

Revenue Management Ordinance 2025, which

transfers reform efforts into a direct legal framework.

The advisory body, created in October 2024, was

tasked with recommending reforms in tax policy,

administration, and automation. It included two

former NBR chairmen alongside three former senior

officials from the taxes and customs divisions. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government advances

Journalist Protection Act, seeks

stakeholder feedback

(lm) Bangladesh’s Information and Broadcasting

Adviser Mahfuj Alam announced that the government

will pass a Journalist Protection Act within two to three

months, stressing it would be enacted “at any cost.”

Speaking at a media governance forum in Dhaka, he

said the initiative is moving in parallel with plans to

establish a media commission, presented as part of

broader reforms.

Mahfuj has also invited stakeholders to submit

feedback by October 4 on the draft “Journalists’ Rights

Protection Ordinance,” prepared by the Media Reform

Commission. He indicated that the interim government

aims to finalize the law during its tenure, alongside

efforts to set up a Newspaper Wage Board and resolve

inconsistencies in circulation data.

At the same event, Kamal Ahmed, head of the Media

Reform Commission, emphasized the importance of

self-regulation and grievance mechanisms in

strengthening press freedom. Mahfuj also expressed

doubts over whether the long-running children’s

cultural competition Notun Kuri could be completed,

hinting at possible political interference without giving

details. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Interim government presses

OIC for stronger migrant worker

protections

(mon) Bangladesh’s labour adviser has urged the

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to expand its

role in safeguarding migrant workers, particularly in

the Gulf states where most Bangladeshi expatriates

are employed. Speaking in Baku with the head of the

OIC Labour Centre, he called for joint initiatives on

workplace safety, social protections, and visa

facilitation to address persistent rights violations and

precarious conditions faced by migrants.

The OIC Labour Centre said it is working on a plan that

would allow citizens of member states to access

employment opportunities across the bloc under a

shared framework, similar in design to the European

Union’s system. Bangladesh pressed for technical

cooperation to align labor standards with international

norms and invited OIC officials to Dhaka to review

practices in its labor sector. [BSS News] [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Malnutrition crisis threatens

millions of children

(lm) Bangladesh is grappling with a deepening child

nutrition crisis, with UNICEF reporting that two out of

every three children under five lack access to a

balanced diet. The implications extend beyond public

health, affecting education, labor productivity, and

long-term economic growth. Currently, 28 percent of

children are stunted and 10 percent suffer from

wasting, while a growing number face obesity risks—

underscoring a dual burden of under- and over-

nutrition.

The situation is most acute in structurally

disadvantaged settings such as urban slums, tea

estates, poor rural households, and Rohingya refugee

camps, where poverty, limited healthcare, and poor

feeding practices converge. Exclusive breastfeeding

rates remain low, with only 47 percent of infants

breastfed in the first hour of birth and just 28 percent

of children over six months receiving sufficiently

diverse diets.

Medical professionals in Dhaka’s leading pediatric

hospital report daily cases of malnutrition linked to

deficiencies in iron, vitamin D, and protein,
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compounded by changing dietary habits and greater

reliance on low-quality fast food. Experts stress that

maternal nutrition during pregnancy is a decisive

factor, as undernourished mothers perpetuate

intergenerational cycles of deprivation.

Bangladesh has made progress in reducing child

mortality since 1990, but high neonatal, infant, and

under-five death rates persist. With the World Health

Organization identifying severe malnutrition as a

leading cause of child illness and death globally, the

country’s challenge has global resonance. Addressing it

requires not only domestic reforms in health systems,

agriculture, and food distribution but also sustained

international investment and support for resilience in

vulnerable communities. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Surge in child abuse prompts

urgent reform demands

(lm) Reports of child abuse in Bangladesh have risen

sharply, with the Local Education and Economic

Development Organization (LEEDO) warning of a

growing national crisis. At a press conference in Dhaka

on September 29, LEEDO’s “Young Journalist

Changemaker Group” revealed that 306 children were

sexually abused between January and July 2025, a 75

percent increase compared to last year. Cases involve

family members, teachers, employers, and online

exploitation, showing that children remain vulnerable

even in homes and schools.

LEEDO called for systemic reforms, including safe

schools with trained staff and psychological support,

stronger legal action, child-friendly online protections,

and the abolition of child labor. It also emphasized

family-based care over institutional shelters, arguing

that governance failures—not a lack of resources—are

leaving children exposed. International organizations

such as UNICEF have echoed concerns, noting that

supposed safe environments often fail to protect

children. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Study finds widespread child

marriage, early pregnancy, and violence

among female garment workers

(lm) A study by the International Centre for Diarrhoeal

Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b), conducted

between August 2022 and December 2024, has found

that two-thirds of female workers in the country’s

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-ny/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-nj/


ready-made garment sector were married before the

age of 18, with nearly 65 percent experiencing their

first pregnancy before adulthood. The research

surveyed 778 workers aged 15–27 living in Dhaka’s

Korail and Mirpur slums and in Tongi, Gazipur.

The findings show severe sexual and reproductive

health vulnerabilities: one-third of respondents

reported at least one unintended pregnancy, and one

in four had undergone abortion. Violence by husbands

was widespread, with increases in all forms except

sexual violence over the study period. Psychological

violence in the workplace also rose, affecting more

than half of workers by the end of the study. Despite

this, most survivors of domestic or workplace violence

did not seek formal help, and those relying on family

or friends for support fell from 35 percent to 21

percent.

Some improvements were recorded: awareness of

long-acting family planning methods rose from 49 to

70 percent, and knowledge of emergency

contraceptive pills increased from 15 to 39 percent.

Positive attitudes toward gender equality in family

planning also improved from 54 to 71 percent. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: IMF sets borrowing ceiling

amid rising debt risks

(lm) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has

imposed, for the first time, a direct ceiling on

Bangladesh’s foreign borrowing, limiting the country to

a maximum of USD 8.44 billion (BDT 1.03 trillion) in the

2025–26 fiscal year. The cap will be monitored

quarterly, with USD 1.91 billion allowed in the first

quarter and USD 3.34 billion in the first half, to curb

excessive reliance on external loans.

The move follows the IMF’s Debt Sustainability

Analysis, which downgraded Bangladesh’s debt profile

from “low risk” to “moderate risk” after repayment

pressures rose sharply. In FY 2023–24, the debt-to-

export ratio hit 162.7 percent, well above projections

of 116–118 percent, while the debt-to-revenue ratio

also climbed, straining repayment capacity in foreign

currency.

Bangladesh’s external debt now stands at USD 112.15

billion, driven by mega projects and pandemic-related

costs. Much of the recent borrowing has been on non-

concessional terms, including loans from the Asian

Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank, and
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Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, linked to market

rates with limited grant elements.

Economists warn that unless foreign-funded projects

generate revenue, repayment obligations could

overwhelm the economy, particularly amid foreign

exchange shortages. They urge stronger revenue

mobilization, export diversification, and improved

governance to reduce dependence on external debt.

While government officials argue borrowing has

slowed under the interim administration, experts

caution that the IMF’s condition signals a turning point:

Bangladesh must shift from debt-driven growth toward

sustainable financing, or risk deeper economic stress.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: ADB signs USD 334 million

package for water, power, and refugee

support

(mon) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and

Bangladesh signed agreements worth over USD 334

million to expand water and power infrastructure and

improve services for displaced Rohingya communities.

A USD 150 million loan and USD 4 million grant will

expand piped water to 1.78 million people in Khulna, a

southwestern industrial port city facing groundwater

salinity, introducing climate-resilient and smart water

systems.

In the northwest Rajshahi and Rangpur divisions,

mainly agricultural regions with growing towns, a USD

91 million loan and USD 2 million Japanese-funded

grant will modernize power distribution through smart

grids, disaster-resilient substations, and solar backup

for flood-prone river islands.

In Cox’s Bazar, site of the world’s largest refugee camp,

and on Bhasan Char, an offshore island settlement

hosting over 36,000 Rohingya, a USD 58.6 million grant

and USD 28.1 million concessional loan will expand

water, sanitation, energy, cyclone shelters, and

transport links. [UNB] [The Daily Sun]

Bangladesh: National statistics bureau

and UN agency sign agreement to

modernize data system
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(mon) Bangladesh’s national statistics bureau, the

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), has signed a

five-year agreement with the United Nations Office for

Project Services (UNOPS), a UN body that implements

technical and capacity-building programs. The deal is

intended to modernize the country’s statistical

infrastructure by upgrading data management

systems, integrating geospatial technologies, and

aligning national statistics with international standards

for Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) monitoring.

The program will focus on training, joint data

collection, and technical workshops, with the goal of

producing more timely and reliable datasets for

policymaking and development planning. Officials

noted that the reform aims to improve transparency,

expand access to statistical information, and

strengthen the role of BBS in supporting evidence-

based decisions in government and the economy. [BSS

News]

Bangladesh: 22-day nationwide ban on

ilish fishing announced

(lm) Bangladesh will impose a nationwide 22-day ban

on ilish fishing from October 4 to 25, covering all

catching, transport, sale, and storage. The measure,

known as the “Mother Ilish Protection Drive 2025,” is

designed to safeguard spawning during peak breeding

season and is grounded in the Fisheries Conservation

Act, 1950.

The suspension is notable both for its scale and for its

enforcement structure: alongside fisheries authorities,

the River Police, Coast Guard, Navy, and Air Force will

be deployed to prevent illegal fishing, trawler

intrusions, and dredging in critical estuarine zones. The

government is also combining enforcement with social

mitigation by distributing 25 kilograms of rice each to

more than 6,20,000 fishing families across 37 districts.

Ilish is not only the country’s national fish but also a

significant export product and a cultural symbol.

Conservation measures have previously demonstrated

impact: in 2024, a similar ban allowed more than half

of mother ilish to spawn, contributing an estimated

442.5 billion fry to future stocks. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Deadly unrest in

southeastern hills highlights deep ethnic

and security tensions
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(lm) At least three people were killed and more than a

dozen injured in Khagrachhari district of the

Chittagong Hill Tracts, a remote southeastern region

bordering India and Myanmar, during violent protests

on September 28 following the alleged rape of a

teenage girl from the indigenous Marma community.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts, home to various ethnic

groups with a long history of conflict over land,

autonomy, and rights, remain one of Bangladesh’s

most sensitive regions.

The unrest began after the girl was found unconscious

in a field on September 24. Her father immediately

filed a rape case, and police, assisted by the army,

arrested a suspect the following morning. Protests

demanding justice quickly spread, escalating into

violence in Guimara, a sub-district of Khagrachhari.

Despite the imposition of Section 144, which bans

gatherings, and the deployment of army and Border

Guard Bangladesh forces, the situation deteriorated,

with gunfire and arson reported.

Rights, women’s, and cultural organizations

condemned the incidents as violations of fundamental

rights. They demanded an immediate judicial probe,

accountability for the perpetrators, and compensation

for the affected families, pointing out that several

sexual assaults against indigenous women in the area

over the past year have gone unpunished.

Authorities, however, offered conflicting accounts of

responsibility. Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Md Jahangir

Alam Chowdhury accused “external instigators,”

pointing to India and unnamed fascist elements, and

said armed groups had fired from hilltop positions with

weapons smuggled from outside the country. The

Bangladesh Army, in contrast, blamed the United

People’s Democratic Front (UPDF), an armed political

group seeking greater autonomy for hill tribes, for

inciting the clashes. According to its account, UPDF

activists blocked roads, attacked security forces with

homemade weapons, opened fire with automatic

rifles, and set fire to houses and shops in Ramsu Bazar.

[The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2] [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government weighs creation

of new air force–led paramilitary for

airport security

(lm) The home ministry has proposed establishing a

new paramilitary force, Aviation Guard Bangladesh

(AGB), to centralize civil aviation security nationwide.

The planned unit would have 7,650 personnel and a

phased budget of BDT 7.71 billion (USD 69 million),
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with deployment running from 2026 to 2032. Initially,

AGB would cover Dhaka, Chattogram, and Sylhet

airports before expanding to Rajshahi, Syedpur,

Jashore, and Barishal, eventually operating across all

airports.

The proposal envisions 70 percent of AGB staff drawn

from the Bangladesh Air Force, which would manage

the force, with civilians gradually rising to half the

workforce. Leadership would rest almost entirely with

senior air force officers. Tasks would go beyond airport

perimeters to include countering drone and bomb

threats, securing fuel depots and cargo routes,

guarding unused runways, and operating helicopters

for search and rescue.

Currently, civil aviation security is handled by 9,004

staff from the Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh

(CAAB), the Airport Armed Police Battalion (APBn), and

Ansar. Critics argue that AGB’s mandate would overlap

with existing bodies, reviving tensions that have flared

repeatedly since the fall of the Awami League

government in 2024, when the air force temporarily

replaced the APBn at Dhaka airport. Clashes over

control have since involved damaged equipment, rival

command posts, and repeated interventions by the

interim government. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Police arrest over activists

from party of ousted ex-prime minister in

capital

(lm) Police in Dhaka detained 244 leaders and activists

of the Awami League of ousted ex-Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina and its affiliated organizations during

flash processions across the capital, recovering 14

crude bombs and banners. According to the Dhaka

Metropolitan Police, participants had also travelled

from Mymensingh (a major city and divisional hub in

north-central Bangladesh), Kishoreganj (a district in

Dhaka Division), Gazipur (an industrial district adjacent

to the capital), and Gopalganj (a district in central

Bangladesh, politically significant as the home district

of Hasina and her family). Authorities stated that more

than 500 Awami League activists have now been

arrested in recent drives, while investigations are

under way into financiers, organizers, and recruiters

linked to the processions. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: New small hydropower plants

near completion as country seeks to
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unlock wider renewable potential

(lm) Bhutan is preparing to commission two new small

hydropower plants—the 54 megawatt (MW)

Burgangchhu and 32MW Yungichhu projects—by the

end of 2025, adding to the 18MW Suchhu plant

completed earlier this year. Together, the first-phase

initiative will provide 104MW of additional capacity at a

total cost of about BTN 9.2 billion (USD 110 million),

with an expected annual generation of 494 million

units of electricity. Construction is already under way

on a second phase of small projects valued at BTN 20

billion (USD 240 million), including schemes in Samtse,

Trashigang, Samdrupjongkhar, and Thimphu. [Kuensel]

These developments come as a new report by the

International Centre for Integrated Mountain

Development (ICIMOD) highlights the paradox facing

the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH) region, which includes

Bhutan. Despite vast renewable potential—more than

3.5 terawatts in hydropower, solar, and wind—over 47

million people in the region still lack electricity. Bhutan

is a regional leader, generating all its power from

renewables, yet it has harnessed only 8 percent of its

30,000MW hydropower potential and a fraction of its

solar resources. The government aims to add

15,000MW of hydropower and 5,000MW of solar by

2040, requiring annual investments of USD 1.5–1.6

billion, a major challenge for an economy with a GDP

of about USD 3 billion.

Bhutan also faces seasonal electricity deficits, as

reduced winter river flows undermine hydropower

reliability. To address this, the government has

adopted its first National Energy Policy welcoming

private and foreign investors into solar projects,

signaling a shift toward diversifying its renewable base.

ICIMOD, an intergovernmental organization serving

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India,

Myanmar, Nepal, and Pakistan—the eight countries

that share the HKH region—urged these states to

expand regional energy cooperation beyond bilateral

trade. Joint platforms for cross-border electricity

exchange, disaster risk management, and technology

sharing are seen as crucial to unlocking the region’s full

potential. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: ADB president visits to deepen

partnership and sign new projects

(lm) The president of the Asian Development Bank

(ADB), Masato Kanda, concluded a three-day visit to

Bhutan on September 25 aimed at strengthening

cooperation between the bank and the government.
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During the visit, he held high-level meetings including

an audience with King Jigme Khesar Namgyel

Wangchuck, focusing on boosting Bhutan’s connectivity

through climate-resilient transport investments and

supporting the country’s long-term development

vision.

Two agreements were signed in the presence of

Finance Minister Lekey Dorji, who serves as Bhutan’s

ADB governor. The first, the Climate Resilient Omchhu

River Basin Project, is financed by a USD 30 million

concessional loan and a USD 15 million grant to build

flood protection and landslide mitigation systems. The

second, a USD 2 million grant, will fund preparatory

work for the National Highway Expansion Project

between Lhamoizingkha and Sarpang.

Kanda also inaugurated the Dechencholing Water

Treatment Plant, part of ADB’s Water Flagship

Programme, which will provide clean drinking water to

nearly 1,400 households, and visited the ADB-

supported Technical Training Institute in Serbithang.

He further launched ADB’s new Development

Effectiveness Brief highlighting the bank’s support for

sustainable growth in Phuentsholing, Bhutan’s main

trade hub handling nearly half of the country’s

commerce with India. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Cross-border digital lottery scams

target Bhutanese participants

(lm) A cross-border lottery scam operating between

Bhutan and India has left Bhutanese nationals

increasingly vulnerable, with Indian police in Bihar

recently arresting six suspects accused of running

fraudulent digital schemes. Two of those arrested were

from Jaigaon, the Indian border town that has long

served as a hub for Bhutanese lottery players.

While some Bhutanese physically cross the border to

purchase tickets, many are now drawn into online

groups on platforms such as WhatsApp, WeChat, and

Telegram. These groups often operate without formal

oversight, making it easy for organizers to manipulate

results, pay out only small winnings, and deny larger

prizes. Investigations indicate that some groups use

Bhutanese mobile numbers and even Nepalese SIM

cards to disguise operations, complicating cross-

border enforcement.

The surge in online lotteries reflects pent-up demand

within Bhutan, where gambling is tightly restricted.

With regulation weak in border areas, illicit operators

have exploited this market by shifting activities online
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and targeting Bhutanese buyers. The arrests in Bihar

have exposed the scale of these activities and reignited

debate over how gambling and digital financial

transactions are monitored along the Bhutan–India

frontier. [Kuensel]

India: Ladakh unrest deepens as protests

turn deadly and activist arrested

(lm) Authorities in India’s Himalayan region of Ladakh

imposed a curfew in its main city, Leh, after violent

statehood protests on September 24 left at least four

people dead, dozens injured, and government offices

and vehicles torched. Ladakh, which borders China and

Pakistan, lost its semi-autonomous status in 2019

when New Delhi separated it from Jammu and Kashmir

and placed it under direct federal control.

The unrest—the most serious in decades—was fueled

by long-standing demands for restoration of

statehood, constitutional protections for Indigenous

communities, and reserved jobs for locals. Protesters

attacked government and political offices, including the

local headquarters of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP). Police said they used live fire in self-defense,

while witnesses reported at least 80 people injured, six

critically, and more than 50 arrested.

In the aftermath, police arrested Sonam Wangchuk, a

prominent Ladakhi climate activist and engineer,

accusing him of inciting violence. Wangchuk, who had

recently ended a 14-day hunger strike, denied the

allegations, condemned the bloodshed, and argued

the clashes reflected frustration among unemployed

youth and repeated delays in dialogue with New Delhi.

India’s interior ministry also revoked the license of his

nongovernmental organization, the Students’

Educational and Cultural Movement of Ladakh. [Al

Jazeera]

Local political and civic groups, including the Kargil

Democratic Alliance, have demanded an impartial

investigation into the killings and vowed to continue

protests. Leaders noted that Ladakh’s Buddhist and

Muslim communities, once divided on governance

issues, now jointly press for greater autonomy and

safeguards over land and identity.

The unrest adds to Ladakh’s strategic sensitivities, as

India maintains a heavy military presence in disputed

border areas with China following deadly clashes in

2020. A government committee is scheduled to meet

Ladakhi representatives on October 6 to resume talks.

[Daily Mirror] [Reuters]
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India: Opposition parties move to boycott

panel on bills to remove jailed ministers

(ms) A widening bloc of opposition parties is preparing

to boycott a proposed Joint Parliamentary Committee

(JPC) set up to examine three Home Ministry bills that

would remove a prime minister, chief ministers, or

ministers who remain in custody for 30 consecutive

days on serious charges. Congress, India’s largest

opposition party, is said to be leaning toward staying

out, aligning with regional allies such as the Trinamool

Congress (which governs West Bengal), the Aam Aadmi

Party (which currently governs Punjab but lost power

in Delhi in 2025), and the Samajwadi Party (influential

in Uttar Pradesh). Formal letters to the Speaker were

still pending at the time of earlier reports.

A JPC is an ad hoc, multi-party panel drawn from both

chambers of Parliament—the Lok Sabha (lower house)

and the Rajya Sabha (upper house)—created when

both pass matching motions. It can summon

documents and witnesses, hear expert testimony, and

issue a report with recommendations, but it does not

make law; any bill still returns to the full Houses for

debate and voting. For this review, the government has

proposed a 31-member committee—21 from the Lok

Sabha and 10 from the Rajya Sabha.

The three measures at issue—the Constitution (One

Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, the

Government of Union Territories (Amendment) Bill,

2025, and the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation

(Amendment) Bill, 2025—were introduced on August

20 by the Home Minister, whose ministry oversees

internal security. The government presents the

package as an ethics measure to prevent individuals in

prolonged custody from continuing in office, while

allowing reinstatement if bail is later granted. Union

Territories are centrally administered regions, and

Jammu & Kashmir, long a disputed area with special

constitutional status until 2019, remains highly

sensitive.

Political positioning has shifted. On September 24, the

Parliamentary Affairs Minister suggested that Congress

and the Nationalist Congress Party (a Maharashtra-

based regional party) would participate, indicating not

all opposition parties would boycott. Later reporting

suggested Congress would also withdraw,

consolidating opposition claims that the bills are

unconstitutional and open to misuse. Speaker Om Birla

meanwhile noted he had not yet received formal

letters, underscoring the fluid status.



Critics argue that a 30-day custody trigger could allow

governments to unseat elected leaders without

convictions, raising concerns about due process and

federalism. They contrast the proposal with the

Representation of the People Act, 1951, which

generally disqualifies legislators only after conviction.

Supporters counter that one full month in custody is a

reasonable standard to step aside, and that

reinstatement after bail prevents lasting damage.

Next steps depend on nominations. The government

can attempt to constitute the JPC with whatever names

arrive, explore alternative committee mechanisms, or

push the bills directly to floor debates. A constitutional

amendment in India requires a “special majority”—two-

thirds of members present and voting, plus a majority

of the total membership of each House—and in some

cases ratification by at least half of the states. At the

time of writing, the final composition of the panel and

the legislative timetable had not been formally

notified. [Mint] [Times of India]

India: Crowd crush at Tamil Nadu political

rally kills at least 39

(lm) A political rally in Karur, Tamil Nadu—a southern

Indian state known for its large population, distinct

Dravidian culture, and influential regional politics—

ended in tragedy on September 27, when a crowd

crush killed at least 39 people, including nine children,

and left more than 50 injured. Officials said the event

drew tens of thousands, and the stampede began

when groups of supporters surged forward toward

actor-turned-politician Vijay’s vehicle after the rally had

been delayed for several hours.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin confirmed the

casualties, noting that the victims included 17 women,

13 men, and nine children. Families of the deceased

will receive INR 1 million (USD 12,000) in

compensation, and a state inquiry has been

announced. Eyewitness accounts described chaotic

scenes, with relatives reporting missing family

members and others in intensive care.

Vijay, who retired from acting in 2024 to form a

political party but has not clarified whether he will

contest state leadership, expressed “unbearable pain

and sorrow” over the deaths. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi also described the incident as “deeply

saddening.”

Mass casualties from stampedes are a recurring

problem in India, where crowd management is often
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strained. Earlier this year, at least 30 people were killed

during a religious gathering at the Maha Kumbh

festival, and other fatal incidents have been reported

at sports and political events. [Al Jazeera] [BBC]

India: Export incentive scheme extended

until March 2026

(ms) India has extended the Remission of Duties and

Taxes on Export Products (RoDTEP) scheme until

March 31, 2026, according to a Commerce Ministry

notification. The program had been scheduled to end

on September 30.

RoDTEP is intended to neutralize “embedded”

domestic taxes that exporters incur but cannot

otherwise claim back. In practice, eligible exporters

receive electronic scrip credits—generally in the range

of about one to four percent of the product’s export

value, depending on item-wise schedules—that offset

unrecovered levies across central, state, and local

jurisdictions (for example, taxes on power or fuel used

in manufacturing and distribution). The credits can be

used to pay certain customs duties, which helps firms

keep overseas pricing competitive while staying within

World Trade Organization rules on export-contingent

subsidies. Coverage currently spans more than ten

thousand tariff lines across sectors including

agriculture, textiles, and engineering goods.

The extension follows calls from industry groups for

continued support after U.S. tariff increases this year

doubled duties on a number of Indian goods to as high

as fifty percent, pressuring shipments of textiles,

leather products, and processed foods. Trade bodies

said keeping RoDTEP in place should stabilize costing

and contracts amid softer global demand and changing

market access, while policy analysts cautioned that

timely issuance and adequate budgetary funding of

credits will determine how effective the relief is on the

ground.

No changes to product coverage or rate ceilings were

announced alongside the date extension; any revisions

are expected to be notified separately by the

Directorate General of Foreign Trade. [Reuters]

India: Government pursues global

certification to shield seafood exports

from U.S. tariffs
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(lm) India is moving to secure Marine Stewardship

Council (MSC) certification for 10 major fisheries in a

bid to counter the heavy impact of U.S. tariffs on its

seafood exports. The MSC is an international

sustainability standard that could allow Indian seafood

to fetch premium prices, up to 30 percent higher,

particularly in European markets.

The U.S., previously India’s largest seafood buyer with

imports worth USD 7.38 billion (35 percent of India’s

seafood exports), imposed tariffs of nearly 60 percent,

severely damaging the industry. In response, New

Delhi plans to allocate special funding under the

Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMSSY) 2.0

to support the costly certification process, which

amounts to around INR 2 million (USD 24,000) per

fishery category.

The 10 priority fisheries — including deep-sea and

coastal shrimps, squid, cuttlefish, Karikadi shrimp,

threadfin breams, blue swimming crab, and octopus —

are close to meeting the technical requirements for

certification, with full approval expected in 2026.

Technical support is being provided by national

institutions such as the Central Marine Fisheries

Research Institute.

Currently, only Kerala’s Ashtamudi short-neck clam

fishery holds MSC certification. Expanding certification

to these additional categories is seen as vital to

restoring India’s seafood competitiveness in global

markets, particularly in Europe, and mitigating losses

caused by U.S. tariffs. [The New Indian Express]

India: X to appeal court ruling upholding

police takedown portal

(ms) X (formerly Twitter) will challenge a Karnataka

High Court decision that upheld the Union

government’s Sahyog portal, a nationwide system

allowing state police and other agencies to send

content-removal orders directly to social platforms. In

a Sept. 24 judgment, Justice M. Nagaprasanna

dismissed X’s petition, reasoning that companies

operating in India must submit to regulation and that X

Corp., incorporated abroad, cannot itself invoke India’s

fundamental rights.

X called the ruling “deeply concerning,” arguing Sahyog

enables post removals on mere allegations of illegality

without prior judicial scrutiny and threatens platforms

with criminal exposure for non-compliance. The

company also says the judgment sits uneasily with a

2024 Bombay High Court decision that struck down
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powers proposed for a federal fact-checking unit,

signalling a potential split that could draw Supreme

Court review.

The appeal route—either to a larger bench of the

Karnataka High Court or directly to the Supreme Court

—remains unspecified. The case is a bellwether for

how far India can expand fast-track takedown

mechanisms outside the well-lit pathway of Section

69A of the IT Act, and for whether a foreign

intermediary can assert constitutional arguments while

claiming to defend Indian users’ speech. [Reuters] [The

Hindu]

India: USD 7 billion deal signed for

homegrown Tejas fighter jets

(lm) India has signed a defense contract worth INR

623.70 billion (USD 7.03 billion) to acquire 97 Tejas Mk-

1A fighter jets from Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL),

marking a major step in modernizing its air force.

Deliveries are scheduled over six years starting in the

2027–28 fiscal year. The Tejas, powered by U.S.-made

General Electric engines, is India’s domestically

developed light combat aircraft and considered vital

for shoring up squadron numbers as older Russian-

origin MiG-21s are retired.

The new order follows a 2021 contract for 83 Tejas Mk-

1A fighters, whose deliveries were delayed due to

engine supply bottlenecks, though production is now

stabilizing. Once fulfilled, India’s Tejas fleet will expand

to around 220 aircraft. Officials also expect to sign an

additional deal with General Electric for further engine

supplies.

The acquisition comes against the backdrop of

heightened military competition in South Asia, with

India seeking to counter China’s expanding defense

presence and its close cooperation with Pakistan.

[Reuters]

India: Security forces intensify Maoist

operations as government rejects

ceasefire offer

(lm) Security forces in Chhattisgarh, a mineral-rich

central Indian state long affected by Maoist insurgency,

killed three Maoists, including a senior female cadre,

during a gun battle in the forested terrain of Kanker

district on September 28. The deceased, who carried a

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-xk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-xu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-xu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-ml/


combined bounty of INR 1.4 million (USD 16,800), were

identified as members of Maoist area committees

active in Bastar, one of India’s most violence-affected

regions. Weapons, including rifles, were recovered at

the site. According to police, 252 Maoists have been

killed across Chhattisgarh so far this year, most of

them in Bastar. [The New Indian Express]

The encounter came just hours before Union Home

Minister Amit Shah publicly rejected a ceasefire offer

by the Communist Party of India (Maoist). Speaking at

a national seminar on counterinsurgency, Shah said

there would be “no ceasefire” but promised that

Maoists who lay down arms would face “not a single

bullet” and would instead receive a “red carpet

welcome” under an existing rehabilitation program. He

accused left-wing parties of providing ideological

support to the insurgency and insisted that the country

would be Maoist-free by March 31, 2026. [The New

Indian Express]

Shah’s remarks follow intensified operations such as

“Operation Black Forest” along the Chhattisgarh–

Telangana border, where several senior Maoists were

recently killed. The government maintains that the

insurgency has hindered development in central and

eastern India, while critics argue that social and

economic grievances must also be addressed.

Maldives: Supreme Court close to decision

on new evidence in ex-president’s retrial

(lm) The Maldivian Supreme Court is nearing a ruling

on whether new state evidence can be admitted in the

retrial of former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul

Gayoom in the Aarah money laundering case. This case

centers on allegations that Yameen accepted a bribe

from former parliamentarian Yoosuf Naeem during the

lease of Aarah island for resort development, with the

funds allegedly laundered under the guise of a U.S.

dollar exchange transaction.

Yameen was sentenced to 11 years in prison on

December 25, 2022, for bribery and money laundering

linked to the Aarah deal, but the High Court

overturned the conviction in April 2024 due to major

legal irregularities and ordered a retrial. While the

lower court was instructed to disregard new state

evidence, the Prosecutor General’s Office appealed,

arguing this contradicted earlier Supreme Court

precedents.

The retrial is currently on hold until the Supreme Court

resolves the appeal. The bench, initially including
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Justice Azmiralda Zahir before her dismissal in May

2025, now consists of Justices Aisha Shujoon,

Mohamed Ibrahim, and Abdulla Hameed. Yameen had

previously seen a separate conviction overturned in

2021 regarding the Vodamulla island case. [The Sun]

The conviction in the Aarah case barred him from

running in the 2023 presidential elections. After first

calling for a boycott, Yameen later endorsed Mohamed

Muizzu, who became the candidate of the Progressive

Party of Maldives–People’s National Congress coalition

and went on to win the election. Yameen later broke

away from the coalition to form his own party, the

People’s National Front, from which he has strongly

criticized the current administration.

Maldives: Former heads of state-owned

companies sentenced as audits reveal

large-scale corruption

(ya/lm) Two former leaders of Maldivian state-owned

enterprises have been convicted in separate

corruption cases, coinciding with extensive audits that

expose systemic mismanagement across the public

utility sector.

On September 28, 2025, the Criminal Court sentenced

former Fenaka Corporation managing director Ahmed

Saeed Mohamed to four years in prison over a

procurement contract worth MVR 848,000 (approx.

USD 55,000) with Blazon Inc., which was paid before

the work was completed or verified. Saeed faces

additional charges concerning the 2023 acquisition of

an ice plant valued at MVR 11.3 million (approx. USD

735,000), which prosecutors allege was purchased at

an inflated price and in violation of internal plans. [The

Sun]

The sentencing coincided with audit reports by the

Auditor General’s Office exposing more than MVR 2

billion (approx. USD 130 million) in questionable

transactions at Fenaka, the state-owned utility provider

responsible for electricity, water, and sewerage

services across the country’s islands, between 2021

and 2023. These included MVR 1.4 billion (approx. USD

90 million) in no-bid contracts, procurement of

refurbished generators misrepresented as new,

inflated staffing costs, and contracts linked to

politically connected firms, including companies

associated with Saeed’s family. Fenaka is currently

burdened with more than MVR 4 billion (approx. USD

260 million) in debt. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3] [The Sun

4]
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A day later, the Criminal Court sentenced former

Maldive Gas managing director Abdullah Maumoon to

12 years and nine months in prison after convicting

him on two counts of bribery dating back to 2016,

when he led the state-owned gas supplier under the

then-Progressive Party of Maldives government. He

still faces five additional bribery charges pending trial.

Maumoon had lived abroad for several years before

returning voluntarily in 2024 after formal charges were

filed, and has since been barred from leaving the

country. [the edition]

The government has pledged stronger accountability

measures, with President Mohamed Muizzu

announcing plans for an asset recovery bill and the

Local Governance Minister calling for investigations. In

parallel, Fenaka appointed Adam Thaufeeq, a former

deputy minister and political candidate, as an

additional deputy managing director to stabilize

management. [The Sun 5] [The Sun 6]

The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) has

challenged the government’s handling of the issue,

defending Saeed as having acted on legal advice,

rejecting the audit as politically motivated, and alleging

selective enforcement. The party further accused the

government of pressuring Auditor General Hussain

Niyazy while linking Saeed’s conviction to efforts to

obstruct its planned October rally. [The Sun 7] [The

Sun 8] [The Sun 9] [The Sun 10] [The Sun 11]

Former Prosecutor General Hussain Shameem has

also criticized the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC),

alleging that selective investigations and delays have

undermined accountability. He argued that Saeed’s

case illustrates structural inefficiencies, noting that

evidence gathered by May 2023 was only referred to

the prosecutor’s office more than a year later.

Shameem called for statutory deadlines for the ACC,

the prosecutor’s office, and the courts to expedite

corruption cases.

Concerns over the ACC’s financial performance add to

the scrutiny. Despite annual budgets of around MVR 50

million (approx. USD 3.2 million), the commission

recovered only MVR 234,531 (approx. USD 15,000) in

2023. A 2014 United Nations report had already

warned that executive-controlled funding

compromised the ACC’s independence. [The Sun 12]

Maldives: Housing scheme under scrutiny

amid corruption allegations and stalled

investigation
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(ya) Serious allegations have emerged surrounding the

Gedhoruveriya housing scheme, originally launched

under former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s

administration. The Fahi Union, a civic group

advocating for fair housing distribution, claims that

around 350 flats are being illicitly marketed for sale by

individuals posing as Housing Ministry employees.

According to the group, buyers are being asked to pay

MVR 250,000 (USD 16,250) per unit, with partial

payments securing names on the eligibility list. The

group further alleged that two officials from the

President’s Office were granted access to the Housing

Ministry’s portal, raising concerns about systemic

abuse. [The Sun 1]

The controversy comes as the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) has yet to provide updates on a

related probe into irregularities in flat allocation. The

case involves 301 applicants who scored higher than

76 points but were excluded in favor of lower-scoring

applicants. The Housing Ministry referred the case to

the ACC in June, but no public progress has been

reported in over two months.

The allocation process has been contentious since the

ACC first froze distribution under the Solih

government, citing irregularities. After the Muizzu

administration’s year-long review, a revised list was

released in February 2024, though widespread

disqualifications sparked public backlash. While

officials later pledged to follow the original permanent

list, confusion remains over which list is actually in use.

[The Sun 2]

Fahi Union has called for a police or intelligence-led

investigation into the alleged flat sales and urged the

government to take preventive action. Meanwhile, the

Fahi Dhiriulhun Corporation, a state-owned company

overseeing housing projects, has already signed

agreements with 3,000 beneficiaries and begun

handing over units, leaving uncertainty about the

remaining 1,000 flats.

Maldives: New High Court judge

appointed after political nominee

withdraws

(ya) The Judicial Service Commission has appointed

Ibrahim Mahir, formerly Chief Justice of the Family

Court, to the High Court. His selection came after

controversy over the initial nomination of Mohamed

Shaheed, a ruling party activist and deputy minister,

who withdrew on oath day amid public backlash and a

pending court challenge. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]
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Maldives: Government fast-tracks media

commission under contested law

(ya) The Maldives is moving ahead with the

implementation of its recently ratified Media and

Broadcasting Act, despite mounting criticism at home

and abroad. The Elections Commission has issued

regulations, opened nominations, and published a list

of 353 outlets, 335 online platforms and 18

broadcasters, eligible to vote for four positions on the

new Maldives Media and Broadcasting Commission

(MMBC). Under the rules, one representative from

each outlet may cast a ballot; however, many of the

listed entities are inactive, and the complaint window

to challenge the roll has been limited to just 27 hours.

Applications close on October 4, with elections

scheduled for October 11, a timeline that critics argue

undermines the credibility and inclusiveness of the

process. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

President Mohamed Muizzu ratified the media law on

September 18 amid protests by Maldivian journalists,

who were forcibly removed from demonstrations

outside Parliament. Critics argue that broad provisions,

such as those requiring protection of “national

security” and bans on “false information,” give the

MMBC sweeping discretion to sanction or shut down

outlets. The commission is empowered to investigate,

fine, and revoke licenses, raising fears of political

interference.

The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) has

raised the issue with European Union representatives,

warning of deteriorating democratic standards and

alleging that the government is exerting undue control

over independent institutions. The MDP also linked the

media law to a wider pattern of corruption and

shrinking civic space. [The Sun 4]

International bodies have echoed these concerns. The

United Nations Human Rights Office stated the law

violates obligations under the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights, warning that it could

“seriously undermine media freedom and the right to

freedom of expression” in the country. The UN added

that the legislation reflects a broader erosion of

institutional checks and balances in recent years. [The

Sun 5]

Maldives: Parliament reconvenes with

major reforms and budget ahead
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(ya) Parliament is scheduled to reconvene this week for

its third session, with an agenda that includes

amendments to the judiciary, changes to the tax

framework, and updates to economic regulation. The

session will conclude with debate on the 2026 state

budget, described as the most consequential item on

the legislative calendar.

The return to regular sittings follows a recess in which

extraordinary sessions were used to pass the

contested Media Regulation Act and the Public

Referendum Act. [the edition]

Maldives: Mosque maintenance stalled as

decentralization lags

(ya) Island councils report that they remain unable to

hire staff for mosque maintenance due to the absence

of regulations required under the Decentralization Act.

Without those rules, councils lack the legal authority

and resources to manage facilities that play a central

role in community life. [The Sun]

Maldives: Council no-show stalls probe

into allegedly inflated fish market

contract

(ya) A hearing by the Male’ City Council, the local

government authority responsible for administering

the capital, to question its legal chief over a 2023

redevelopment contract for the capital’s fish market

was cancelled for the third time due to lack of quorum

after councilors from the ruling People’s National

Congress (PNC) majority did not attend.

The Male’ City Council had originally awarded the

project for USD 6.1 million via competitive bidding but,

during the post-election transition, cancelled that deal

and signed a new contract for USD 9.6 million, a USD

3.5 million increase.

The contract was signed by the council’s head of legal,

Ali Naseer Qasim, whom the council sought to

question after Mayor Adam Azim raised concerns that

approval paperwork was missing and terms were

unfavorable to the city. Opposition councilor

Mohamed Saif Fathih, who has pushed for disclosure

of all municipal contracts, says he has filed the matter

with the Anti-Corruption Commission. During the

transition period, then–Deputy Mayor Ahmed Nareesh
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said the missing documents were an “administrative

error.” [The Sun]

Maldives: Opposition party leader and

businessman discharged from hospital

(lm) The leader of the Jumhoory Party (JP), an

opposition party in the Maldives, Qasim Ibrahim, was

discharged from hospital on September 28 after a six-

day stay following health complications. A close aide

said his condition is improving, though the family has

not disclosed details of his illness.

Qasim, a longtime parliamentary representative for the

Maamigili constituency, is also one of the country’s

most prominent businessmen. He heads Villa Group, a

large conglomerate active in tourism, aviation,

education, fuel trade, and retail. Known for

philanthropy, he has sponsored education and medical

care for thousands of Maldivians. Over his political

career, Qasim has served as Speaker of Parliament,

Minister of Finance, and Governor of the Maldives

Monetary Authority, the country’s central bank. [The

Sun]

Maldives: Government intensifies migrant

crackdown and warns of deportations

(ya) The Maldivian government has intensified its

crackdown on irregular migration and unauthorized

employment, with authorities warning that any

foreigner working outside the scope of their visa will

face deportation. Employers engaging such workers

will also face legal consequences. Immigration

regulations stipulate that foreign nationals may only

work in the roles and locations specified in their

permits, but officials report a growing number of

expatriates taking on odd jobs or running unlicensed

businesses.

Recent raids in Malé screened nearly 1,000 expatriates

across more than 460 locations within two hours,

resulting in 81 arrests. Immigration stated that

detainees will be given an opportunity to rectify their

status before deportation, though the police

commissioner emphasized zero tolerance, particularly

toward trafficking and unlicensed commercial activity.

Authorities confirmed that any foreign-run businesses

found operating illegally will be shut down

immediately.
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President Mohamed Muizzu highlighted the

government’s biometric registration program, known

as the “Kurangi Operation,” which has documented

nearly 179,000 foreign workers over the past two

years. He also noted that while past deportations were

often symbolic, his administration has already

deported over 8,600 undocumented migrants. [The

Sun 1] [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3] [the edition]

Maldives: Criminal Court issues death

sentences in murder case

(lm) The Maldivian Criminal Court has sentenced two

people to death for their role in a gang-related killing

that took place in Gaafu Alifu Maamendhoo in

February 2021. The ruling, delivered on September 28,

was issued in line with the request of the victim’s

family.

In addition to the death sentences, one defendant

received an additional 10-year prison term for

involvement in the gang fight, while another was

sentenced to seven years for participation. A minor

involved in the case had previously been sentenced to

25 years in prison in 2022. [The Sun]

Maldives: Private fisheries warn of

bankruptcies over planned tuna price

hike

(ya) The Maldives Seafood Processors and Exporters

Association (MSPEA) has warned that President

Mohamed Muizzu’s plan for the state-owned Maldives

Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO) to raise its tuna

purchase price from MVR 16 (USD 1.04) to MVR 20

(USD 1.30) per kilogram could bankrupt private firms

and undermine the industry’s competitiveness abroad.

MSPEA said the proposed 25 percent increase would

make Maldivian tuna uncompetitive in international

markets, erode export revenues, and force MIFCO to

operate at a deeper loss that would need to be

covered by the state budget. The group noted that

similar politically driven price adjustments in 2023 left

both private companies and MIFCO with unrecovered

losses, while private canneries remain idle due to

policy volatility.

The association further cautioned that higher prices

risk shrinking Maldives’ tuna export market share in

favor of competitors, reducing foreign exchange
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inflows, deterring investment, and discouraging banks

from financing the sector. It emphasized the

importance of private companies, which buy fish in

regions beyond MIFCO’s reach, and called for a

comprehensive subsidy policy that supports all

fishermen—both skipjack and yellowfin—and ensures

stability for government and private operators alike.

MSPEA urged the government to move away from

short-term political interventions and adopt medium-

to long-term strategies that safeguard the

sustainability of the fishing industry, a critical pillar of

the Maldivian economy. [The Sun]

Maldives: Security spending exceeds USD

195 million as fiscal pressures mount

(ya) The Maldives has spent more than MVR 3 billion

(approx. USD 195 million) this year on its police and

armed forces, with both institutions having already

used over 60 percent of their budgets by September.

The police budget rose by 6 percent compared to 2024,

while military spending is also projected to surpass its

original allocation.

The increase comes as the government intensifies law-

and-order campaigns, including nationwide raids on

undocumented migrants and the introduction of

tighter media regulation. Officials describe these

measures as necessary for stability, but the scale of

security expenditure reflects shifting priorities at a

time of significant fiscal strain. [The Sun]

Nepal: Gen Z uprising reshapes politics as

leaders pledge elections and youth enter

the race

(lm) The September 8–9 Gen Z protests, which left 75

people dead after police opened fire on

demonstrators, continue to notably transform Nepal’s

political order and has already begun to shift from the

streets into formal politics. Sudan Gurung, a 36-year-

old who emerged as a leading voice of the protests,

has announced his candidacy for the March 5, 2026

parliamentary elections. He pledged to build a

“people’s government” led by youth, with priorities

including anticorruption, tourism development, and

balanced relations with India and China. His campaign

reflects an attempt to institutionalize the momentum

of the uprising at the ballot box. [Al Jazeera]
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The interim government is also moving to broaden

participation. President Ramchandra Paudel has issued

an ordinance amending the Voter Registration Act to

allow updates until November 16, ensuring that

citizens turning 18 by March 4, 2026—many of them

protest participants—can register. Preparations are

under way to allocate resources for policing and

temporary security recruitment, and officials have also

signaled early steps toward extending voting rights to

Nepalis abroad. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

At the same time, Prime Minister Karki has made clear

that her six-month administration does not have the

mandate to change the governance system, as some

protesters demanded. She stressed that constitutional

amendments, such as direct election of the executive,

can only be considered by the next parliament. Her

focus, she said, will remain on credible polls, the rule

of law, and reducing corruption in public services. [The

Kathmandu Post 4]

The uprising has left deep marks on Nepal’s political

culture. In their Dashain festival messages, President

Paudel, Prime Minister Karki, Congress President Sher

Bahadur Deuba, and Speaker Devraj Ghimire all

stressed constitutional rule, unity, and timely elections.

Paudel urged cooperation to ensure continuity of

parliament and government, while Ghimire noted that

the younger generation’s demands for accountability

can be addressed within the constitutional framework.

Deuba emphasized that the 2015 constitution provides

solutions to political complexities. Karki declined to

receive or offer tika this year, citing respect for those

killed in the protests, and reaffirmed her commitment

to elections. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Meanwhile, social media has amplified generational

dissent through the viral campaign “Expose Jholey,”

which ridicules party loyalists who uncritically shield

senior leaders. Following the earlier “Nepo Kid” trend,

TikTok videos now mock cadres trailing leaders such as

Oli, Pushpa Kamal Dahal, and Deuba as sycophants

and “rented noise.” Creators frame the campaign as a

moral duty to ensure the sacrifice of the 75 killed is not

forgotten, and as a rebellion against a political culture

of blind loyalty. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Interim government continues to

confront fallout of deadly youth-led

protests

(lm) Nepal’s interim government continues to contend

with the aftermath of the September 8–9 youth-led
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protests, which left at least 75 people dead, inflicted an

estimated NPR 200 billion (USD 1.46 billion) in

damages, and severely disrupted governance across

major cities. Prime Minister Sushila Karki, in her first

national address, pledged free and fair elections on

March 5, 2026, while vowing legal action against those

involved in violence and destruction. She announced

that victims of the protests would be recognized as

martyrs, with families receiving financial relief and

injured demonstrators entitled to free medical care.

[The Kathmandu Post 1]

According to the Health Emergency Operation Centre,

41 injured protesters remain hospitalized in 12

facilities in Kathmandu Valley and Biratnagar. Data

shows that 48 of the confirmed deaths were caused by

bullet wounds, underscoring the lethality of the

crackdown. In total, 2,227 of the 2,316 injured have

been discharged. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

To deliver on these commitments, the government has

set up dedicated help desks and “Gen Z Clinics”

nationwide to provide specialized treatment, issue

identity documentation for medical services, and

coordinate through hotline and ambulance systems.

[The Kathmandu Post 3]

Meanwhile, newly released police records highlight the

scale of force used during the protests. Over two days,

security forces discharged more than 13,000 rounds of

live and non-lethal ammunition, including 2,642 live

bullets, 1,884 rubber bullets, and 6,279 tear gas shells,

with the majority of live fire concentrated in the

Kathmandu Valley. Post-mortem examinations

confirmed that most fatalities were caused by high-

velocity rounds above the waist, raising concerns over

compliance with international crowd-control

standards. Human rights experts described the

response as unprecedented and disproportionate,

pointing to both intelligence failures and flawed

tactical decisions by Nepal’s security agencies. [The

Kathmandu Post 4]

The unrest also left lasting damage to municipal

governance. Administrative complexes in Biratnagar,

Birgunj, Bharatpur, and Pokhara were destroyed,

forcing operations into tents, police quarters, or

temporary facilities. In Biratnagar, judicial hearings are

now held under tarpaulin shelters, while Birgunj—

Nepal’s key trade hub on the Indian border—estimates

losses of NPR 1.15 billion (USD 8.4 million). Bharatpur

has suffered more than NPR 500 million (USD 3.6

million) in damages, with service delays due to lost

records and revenue systems. Pokhara’s main

municipal building was destroyed, with services shifted

into makeshift arrangements at City Hall. Across all
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cities, officials have prioritized maintaining basic

services such as revenue collection, sanitation, and

salary payments, though project delays and

administrative bottlenecks are expected. [The

Kathmandu Post 5]

In response, the Ministry of Finance has launched a

Physical Infrastructure Reconstruction Fund to repair

damaged public property, appealing for contributions

from domestic actors, non-resident Nepalis, and

international partners. Donations qualify for tax

deductions, with a reconstruction committee chaired

by the finance minister overseeing allocation and

implementation. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Former prime ministers face

corruption and protest crackdown probes

(lm) Nepal’s interim authorities have intensified

investigations into past leaders in the wake of the

September Gen Z uprising, which left more than 70

people dead and forced sweeping political change.

Multiple former prime ministers now face parallel

probes into corruption and accountability for the

deadly crackdown, while controversy grows over their

travel privileges.

A judicial inquiry commission has recommended

freezing the passports of former prime minister KP

Sharma Oli and four senior officials from his

administration for their role in ordering force against

demonstrators. The officials named include then home

minister Ramesh Lekhak, former home secretary

Gokarna Mani Duwadi, ex-intelligence chief Hutaraj

Thapa, and then Kathmandu chief district officer

Chhabi Rijal. Rights monitors have held the Oli

government responsible for excessive use of force,

noting that police shootings on September 8 triggered

wider violence the following day. The commission said

travel restrictions were necessary to ensure

accountability. Oli, who still commands influence in his

Communist Party of Nepal–Unified Marxist Leninist

(CPN-UML), has denounced the measures as politically

motivated, accusing the Sushila Karki–led interim

administration of attempting to strip him of privileges

and security guarantees. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Simultaneously, the Department of Money Laundering

Investigation has opened an inquiry against two other

former prime ministers: Sher Bahadur Deuba, leader

of the Nepali Congress, which was the single largest

party in the now-dissolved lower house and part of

Oli’s governing coalition; and Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
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chair of the Maoist Centre and current opposition

leader. Former energy minister Deepak Khadka is also

under investigation. The move follows viral videos

showing bundles of banknotes burning inside their

residences after protesters set fire to their homes on

September 9. Investigators have collected charred

currency and other debris for forensic analysis.

Deuba’s camp dismissed the footage as fabricated, but

both he and Dahal face longstanding allegations of

protecting corruption networks and accumulating

unexplained wealth during their multiple terms in

office. Khadka has also been accused of irregularities

in hydropower contracts and land deals. [The

Kathmandu Post 3]

Controversy deepened when it emerged that Deuba

and his spouse, former foreign minister Arzu Rana

Deuba, were issued diplomatic passports on

September 19, a national holiday. Officials explained

that former officeholders are entitled to such

documents and that mobile biometric services were

dispatched to the hospital where the couple were

recovering from injuries sustained during the unrest.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed that under

existing bilateral arrangements, their diplomatic

passports allow visa-free entry to Thailand for up to 90

days, prompting speculation they could leave the

country. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Major parties face upheaval as Gen

Z protests trigger leadership crises and

calls for renewal

(lm) Nepal’s political parties are facing deep internal

turmoil in the wake of the September Gen Z uprising,

which left at least 74 people dead and forced the

formation of an interim government. Demands for

accountability, generational change, and organizational

renewal are shaking both the country’s largest

traditional parties and smaller socialist movements, as

preparations begin for the March 2026 elections.

Within the Nepali Congress, the largest party,

dissidents have launched a signature campaign

demanding a special general convention to restructure

the leadership. They argue that entrenched senior

figures, including party president Sher Bahadur Deuba,

bear responsibility for the crisis and must step aside.

Deuba, a former prime minister and head of the

establishment faction, remains hospitalized after

protesters attacked his home on September 9. His

loyalists have denounced the petition—signed by 109

representatives so far—as divisive at a time of political

instability, but organizers say nearly 2,000 signatures
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will be needed to trigger a convention under party

rules. With the regular convention not due until

December and elections now scheduled for March

2026, the leadership is instead preparing to extend

party mandates for another year. The dispute reflects a

wider generational clash, as younger leaders warn that

without reform the party risks political irrelevance.

[The Kathmandu Post 1]

The Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), led by

Pushpa Kamal Dahal, has moved more decisively. In

late September, the Maoists dissolved their central

committee and other leadership bodies, announcing

plans to hold a special general convention by

December. All committees will be converted into a

convention organizing body, with new leadership—

including the chairperson—to be directly elected.

Dahal, who has led the Maoists for over three decades,

pledged to expand youth, women, Dalit, and

marginalized representation. Analysts note that the

Maoists are the first major party to formally

restructure after the protests, a step aimed at

renewing credibility before the 2026 elections. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Smaller movements are also realigning. Former prime

minister Baburam Bhattarai resigned as chair of the

Nepal Socialist Party during a special plenum in

Kathmandu, saying he would focus on uniting

alternative political forces to channel youth demands

into institutional politics. His party dissolved its central

committee and set up a 99-member organizing body to

prepare a special convention within six months.

Bhattarai, who served as premier from 2011 to 2013

and remains a prominent figure from the Maoist

insurgency era, said his decision was meant to build

alliances beyond his own party. His house was also

attacked during the protests, reflecting the public’s

frustration with established leaders across the political

spectrum. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Provincial government in Madhesh

reduced to minority after Congress

withdrawal

(lm) The provincial government in Madhesh, Nepal’s

southeastern region, has fallen into a minority after

the Nepali Congress withdrew its support and recalled

its ministers. This leaves Chief Minister Satish Kumar

Singh, a regional leader heading a fragile coalition, with

only 32 assembly members behind him—well short of

the 54 needed for a simple majority in the 107-

member assembly.
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The Janamat Party had already abandoned Singh, with

its lawmakers moving to the opposition benches. In

total, 72 members now stand in opposition, including

delegations from the Congress, Janata Samajbadi

Party, Janamat, the Maoist Centre, the Unified Socialist,

and several smaller parties. Singh has refused to

resign, saying he will seek a vote of confidence, but the

arithmetic suggests he cannot survive. With Congress,

the largest provincial party, signaling readiness to lead

a new coalition, and the Loktantrik Samajwadi Party

also eyeing the chief ministership, political

maneuvering has intensified as Madhesh prepares for

a potential change in leadership. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Interim government dissolves land

distribution commission

(lm) Nepal’s interim government has dissolved the

Land-Related Problem Resolution Commission, citing

its oversized structure and the lack of a mandate for

land distribution under the current administration. The

commission, formed by the previous government, had

around 350 political appointees nationwide and was

preparing to distribute land ownership certificates.

Employees of the dissolved body submitted a

memorandum to Prime Minister Sushila Karki urging a

reversal of the decision, warning it would waste

investments worth billions of Nepali rupees and

directly affect more than 1.3 million people. The

commission had already registered over 1.12 million

applications, including nearly 89,000 from landless

Dalits, 168,000 from squatters, and more than 870,000

from individuals in unmanaged settlements. An

additional 150,000 applications were expected after a

recent call for submissions.

The employees argued that the dissolution

undermines constitutional guarantees and social

justice commitments, while also jeopardizing revenue

collection, public service delivery, and the future of

commission staff. They called for securing

employment, continuing land reform initiatives, and

ensuring that changes do not erode inclusive

development.

This was the 16th such land commission since the

restoration of democracy in 1990. Official records

indicate that around 46,000 bigha of land (30,820

hectares) have been distributed to 150,000 families

over the past three decades, though tens of thousands

of families remain landless. Under the commission’s

rules, families were to receive up to 130 square meters
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of land in the Kathmandu Valley or 320 square meters

elsewhere, while those cultivating land for years could

secure up to 1.5 bigha (6,772 square meters) by paying

about 15 percent of the market price for amounts

exceeding that threshold. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Interim government pledges to

reopen corruption cases stalled by

political interference

(lm) Nepal’s interim government has announced that

corruption cases previously halted due to political

influence will be reopened. The declaration was made

by the home minister during an inspection of the

Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), the specialized

branch of Nepal Police responsible for investigating

serious financial crimes, corruption, and organized

crime.

The minister underlined that good governance is the

government’s foremost priority, linking it directly to law

and order, public trust, and the ability to conduct

parliamentary elections scheduled for March 2026. He

instructed the CIB to pursue all pending corruption

and financial crime cases without compromise,

signaling a break from past practices where politically

sensitive files were sidelined. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Senior immigration official linked

to trafficking of Indians through

Kathmandu airport

(lm) A major trafficking scandal has shaken Nepal’s

immigration system, with investigators alleging that

more than 6,000 Indian citizens were illegally flown

from Kathmandu airport to third countries under the

oversight of a senior official.

According to the Commission for the Investigation of

Abuse of Authority (CIAA), the former chief of the

Tribhuvan International Airport Immigration Office

authorized departures without the mandatory “No

Objection Certificate” (NOC). The official held the

airport position between October 2024 and May 2025.

Investigators found that Indian passengers paid

between USD 1,000 and USD 2,000 each to bypass

requirements, with payments moving through

middlemen and possibly reaching senior figures in the

home ministry. The probe began after CIAA raids in

May and has already uncovered links to travel agency
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operators, suspicious financial transactions, and the

use of fake NOCs to reach destinations in the United

States, Canada, and Europe.

The case has drawn wider attention because some of

the travelers were fugitives from Indian gold smuggling

cases and had been blacklisted by the Indian embassy

in Kathmandu, yet still managed to leave Nepal. One

individual reportedly departed for Dubai a day after

being placed on India’s no-fly list.

The scandal has embarrassed Nepal’s Home Ministry,

which had received warnings from CIAA but was slow

to act. The anti-graft body has indicated that the first

phase of investigations is complete, with charges to

follow against the former airport chief and others,

while political connections will be examined in the next

phase. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Communication minister

condemns attack on media office as

assault on press freedom

(lm) Nepal’s new information and communication

minister has denounced the arson and vandalism at

the Kantipur Publications office in Kathmandu,

describing it as an attack on the entire media sector.

The incident occurred during the September 9 protests

that turned violent, damaging one of the country’s

leading media houses.

Inspecting the site, the minister pledged an impartial

investigation and legal action against those

responsible. He noted that a government inquiry

commission, formed at the initiative of the prime

minister, will address the wider destruction caused

during the unrest, including attacks on public

institutions. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Thousands of fugitives remain at

large after prison breaks during youth

protests, fueling security crisis

(lm) Nepal is grappling with a massive security

challenge after the September 9 Gen Z protests

triggered coordinated assaults on prisons, juvenile

centers, and police holding cells across the country.

More than 14,000 detainees escaped during the

unrest, and while around 7,300 have since been

recaptured or surrendered, authorities confirm that
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over 6,800 fugitives remain at large. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

The breakouts were widespread, with 28 prisons and

over 150 police lockups attacked in a single day.

Among those still on the run are convicts sentenced for

murder, drug trafficking, robbery, abduction, and rape,

prompting warnings from security officials that they

are unlikely to return voluntarily. Authorities have set

October 20 as a deadline for fugitives to surrender

before harsher legal action is taken, and they have also

threatened penalties against those found sheltering

escapees. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The jailbreaks also freed several high-profile figures,

underlining the political and financial dimensions of

the crisis. Police have rearrested or secured the

surrender of former deputy prime minister Top

Bahadur Rayamajhi, convicted gold smuggler

Chudamani Upreti, and former home minister Rabi

Lamichhane, who is facing trial over cooperative fraud.

Two suspects in the notorious fake Bhutanese refugee

scam, Sanu Bhandari and Keshav Dulal, were also

detained in Kathmandu, while Kedarnath Sharma, a

cooperative operator convicted of fraud, was

recaptured after fleeing Nakkhu Prison. However,

other influential fugitives — including Tek Narayan

Pandey, a suspended government secretary, and

Indrajit Rai, a former security adviser to a home

minister — remain at large. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

[The Kathmandu Post 4]

The scale of the jailbreak has heightened concerns

about cross-border crime. Around 1,000 foreign

nationals from neighboring countries were among

those who escaped, raising fears of flight across

Nepal’s open border with India. Security agencies are

also alarmed that over 1,200 firearms and nearly

100,000 rounds of ammunition were looted from

police installations during the violence, compounding

the risks.

Pakistan: Jailed former prime minister’s

appeal delayed again by Islamabad High

Court

(my) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has postponed

until October 16 the hearing of appeals by former

prime minister Imran Khan, founder of the opposition

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, and his wife

Bushra Bibi, who are seeking suspension of their

prison sentences in the GBP 190 million (USD 239

million) Al-Qadir Trust case. The delay came after the

National Accountability Bureau (NAB), Pakistan’s anti-
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corruption agency, failed to present its special

prosecutor, citing illness.

The Al-Qadir Trust scandal centers on allegations that

funds repatriated from the United Kingdom were

diverted for private benefit in collusion with real estate

magnate Malik Riaz, instead of being deposited into

Pakistan’s state treasury. In January 2025, an

accountability court sentenced Khan to 14 years and

Bushra Bibi to seven years in prison.

The repeated adjournments have raised questions

about Pakistan’s judicial process, with Khan’s allies

alleging deliberate stalling to prolong proceedings.

[DAWN] [The News International] [Daily Times]

Pakistan: Deadlock deepens in Azad

Kashmir protests as government urges

withdrawal of lockdown call

(my) A political standoff in Azad Jammu and Kashmir

(AJK) has escalated after the Jammu Kashmir Joint

Awami Action Committee (JKJAAC) pressed ahead with

an indefinite “lockdown” beginning September 29,

leaving one person dead in clashes and prompting

appeals from Pakistan’s federal leadership for

restraint.

AJK, the Pakistan-administered part of Kashmir, has its

own elected assembly and government but remains

under Islamabad’s overarching authority. The JKJAAC is

an umbrella alliance of civil society groups,

professionals, and traders that has led repeated

protest campaigns over governance failures, subsidies,

and political reforms.

The group has presented a 38-point charter of

demands, including abolishing privileges for ruling

elites, scrapping 12 AJK assembly seats reserved for

migrants from Indian-administered Kashmir, and

allocating royalty payments from hydropower projects

to the local government. The latest demonstrations

follow a familiar pattern: in 2024, a similar JKJAAC

protest over subsidies on wheat flour and electricity

left four dead before Islamabad intervened with USD

83 million in relief and reduced prices.

This year’s lockdown has already turned violent. A

clash in Muzaffarabad between JKJAAC supporters and

pro-government activists from the Muslim Conference

left one dead and several injured, according to

Pakistan’s Minister for Kashmir Affairs Ameer Muqam,

who has begun negotiations with protest leaders.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, speaking
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from London, appealed to the JKJAAC to withdraw its

lockdown call, promising to meet representatives in

Islamabad and address “the issues faced by all

Kashmiris.”

The unrest has also disrupted daily life, with internet

and mobile services temporarily suspended on orders

from Pakistan’s Ministry of Interior. Opposition parties

and human rights groups have warned that

communications blackouts risk fueling further anger.

The protests in AJK come just days after parallel

demonstrations demanding greater political autonomy

in Ladakh, Indian-administered Kashmir, turned

violent. The timing underscores the fragility of

governance across the wider Himalayan region, long

divided between India and Pakistan and repeatedly

contested in wars and political standoffs. [Arab News

1] [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Study launched to highlight

vulnerabilities of displaced and migrant

children

(my) Pakistan’s National Commission on the Rights of

Child (NCRC), in cooperation with UNICEF Pakistan and

backed by the government of the Netherlands, has

launched a study mapping the vulnerabilities of

internally displaced minors, Afghan migrant children,

and those uprooted by conflict, natural disasters, or

crises. The research provides consolidated evidence on

the disruption of education, lack of identity

documentation, restricted healthcare access, and

heightened risks of child labor, early marriage,

violence, and exploitation.

The policy brief accompanying the study outlines

priority reforms: expanding child protection services,

strengthening inclusive systems, improving inter-

agency coordination and data-sharing, ensuring equal

protection regardless of legal status, and enhancing

communication with affected families.

International stakeholders emphasized the strategic

importance of the findings, noting that they could

guide donor priorities, shape government–partner

coordination, and strengthen long-term protection

frameworks for displaced children in Pakistan —

particularly against the backdrop of ongoing Afghan

migration flows and recurring climate-induced

displacement. [DAWN]
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Pakistan: Authorities publish list of most

wanted human smugglers amid

crackdown

(lm) Pakistan’s Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has

released a “Red Book 2025” naming 137 of the

country’s most wanted human traffickers and migrant

smugglers, part of a wider government push to curb

illegal migration. The list identifies suspects

concentrated in Punjab’s Gujranwala district (70

individuals), followed by Islamabad (25), Lahore (14),

and Faisalabad (13).

The FIA, which is Pakistan’s lead agency for

investigating human trafficking, immigration violations,

cybercrime, financial fraud, and corruption, described

the publication as a key step in disrupting smuggling

networks and strengthening cooperation with law

enforcement and stakeholders.

The move comes after repeated migrant tragedies

involving Pakistanis. In 2023, more than 260 Pakistanis

drowned in the Pylos disaster off Greece, one of the

Mediterranean’s deadliest shipwrecks. In January 2025,

another boat carrying migrants capsized near Morocco

after leaving Mauritania, with at least 22 Pakistani

survivors. Overall, 2024 saw a record 10,457 migrant

deaths on routes to Spain, many involving dangerous

crossings from West Africa to the Canary Islands.

Pakistani authorities have intensified arrests of agents

facilitating irregular migration through Iran and

Turkiye, often targeting impoverished citizens with

false promises of jobs in Europe. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Journalist dies after Karachi gun

attack

(my) Pakistani journalist and television anchor Imtiaz

Mir died on September 28 after succumbing to

gunshot injuries sustained in Karachi a week earlier.

He had been under since September 21, when two

unidentified assailants on a motorbike opened fire on

him in the city’s Malir district. Police said the motive

remains unclear, though his driver reported that Mir

had an ongoing feud in his hometown.

The attack highlights persistent risks for journalists in

Pakistan. According to the watchdog Freedom

Network, 184 incidents of violence against media

workers were recorded in Sindh province between

2018 and 2023, including the killings of 10 journalists.

Karachi remains one of the country’s most dangerous
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urban centers for reporters, reflecting broader

challenges of impunity, political rivalries, and criminal

violence that continue to shape Pakistan’s media

environment. [Arab News]

Pakistan: IMF review talks begin amid

flood-driven economic strain, inflation

rebound, and power sector debt plan

(my/as/lm) Pakistan has entered a decisive phase in its

IMF-backed stabilization program as an International

Monetary Fund (IMF) mission began formal talks with

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb in Islamabad

on September 29. The mission is conducting the

second review of the USD 7 billion Extended Fund

Facility (EFF) and the first review of the USD 1.4 billion

Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF), approved in

May 2025 to strengthen climate resilience. Islamabad

has already received more than USD 2 billion under

the EFF and expects another USD 1 billion tranche if

the review concludes successfully. [Arab News]

IMF financing remains vital to sustaining Pakistan’s

USD 350 billion economy, which continues to grapple

with fiscal pressures, weak reserves, and climate-

related shocks. The RSF’s climate focus could be

expanded if damage assessments justify additional

support. The outcome of the current review will also

shape investor confidence, particularly from Gulf and

Chinese partners that Pakistan is courting through its

Special Investment Facilitation Council.

The negotiations come as Pakistan faces renewed

macroeconomic stress. Headline inflation, which had

fallen into single digits after peaking at a record 37.97

percent in May 2023, is projected to rebound to 5.1

percent in September from 3.0 percent in August,

fueled by sharp increases in wheat, onions, and

tomatoes. Floods in Punjab, which killed more than

130 people and affected over 4.5 million since late

August, have destroyed crops and disrupted supply

chains, further pressuring food prices. [Arab News]

A preliminary assessment has already cut annual GDP

growth projections to 3.9 percent from 4.2 percent,

with losses estimated at USD 1.3 billion across

agriculture, industry, and services. Agriculture alone

has suffered USD 546 million in damage, with wheat,

rice, and cotton hit hard. Analysts warn that while

some fiscal flexibility will likely be granted, unplanned

relief spending could undermine IMF program targets.

[Arab News]
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Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, in a meeting with IMF

Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva during the UN

General Assembly, urged the Fund to factor flood

damage into its review. Georgieva expressed sympathy

and reaffirmed IMF support for reforms, while

economists expect concessions in the form of revised

tax collection, fiscal balance, and GDP targets. “We are

expecting Pakistan to get a little breather due to the

floods,” one economist told Arab News, though the IMF

is still likely to press for privatization of state-owned

enterprises and further progress on cutting circular

debt. [DAWN] [Radio Pakistan]

To demonstrate reform momentum, Islamabad has

announced a PKR 1.225 trillion (USD 4.29 billion)

restructuring package for the power sector. The plan,

brokered with 18 commercial banks and backed by the

State Bank, restructures PKR 660 billion (USD 2.31

billion) in loans and secures PKR 565 billion (USD 1.98

billion) in new financing to clear arrears with power

producers. Repayment will be funded through an

existing surcharge of PKR 3.23 (USD 0.011) per unit of

electricity, while freeing sovereign guarantees for

agriculture, small businesses, housing, education, and

healthcare. [Arab News]

Meanwhile, the Federal Board of Revenue has refused

to extend the September 30 tax filing deadline despite

the floods, underscoring Islamabad’s determination to

meet its record PKR 14.13 trillion (USD 47.4 billion)

collection target. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government prioritizes

population challenge under new World

Bank partnership

(as/lm) Pakistan will direct nearly two-thirds of the USD

2 billion it expects annually under a new World Bank

Country Partnership Framework (CPF) toward

managing population growth and its impact on

education, health, and food systems. The 2026–2035

CPF, worth up to USD 40 billion, is the Bank’s largest

commitment to Pakistan and is designed to support

structural reforms, climate resilience, and growth.

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb confirmed

that demographic pressures and child stunting rates —

among the highest in South Asia — will be the central

focus of allocations. More than three-quarters of

Pakistani children cannot read a simple text by age 10,

and climate shocks such as recurrent floods

compound these vulnerabilities. UNICEF, which

partners with Pakistan on child and education
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programs, backed the focus and pledged technical

support.

At the same time, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif told

World Bank president Ajay Banga that Islamabad’s

reform priorities include resource mobilization, energy

sector restructuring, and privatization. These efforts

are closely linked to Pakistan’s IMF program and are

meant to stabilize the economy while making external

financing more effective. [Arab News] [Radio Pakistan]

[ARAB News]

Pakistan: Regulator denies firewall behind

4G disruptions as infrastructure gaps

widen

(lm) Pakistan’s telecom regulator has denied that a

national Internet firewall is behind widespread

complaints of sluggish 4G and disrupted WhatsApp

calls, attributing poor service to outdated

infrastructure, insufficient spectrum, and rising data

use.

Amir Shehzad, Director General of Licensing at the

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority, said only 15

percent of towers are fiberized compared with 80–90

percent in advanced economies and about 25 percent

in India. With 198 million SIM users, 58 percent relying

on mobile broadband, and average monthly data

usage climbing from 6GB to 8GB in a year—driven

heavily by TikTok’s 90 million users—capacity is being

overwhelmed. Pakistan has allocated 274 MHz of

spectrum and plans to expand to 600 MHz, but

operators face financial pressure due to low average

revenue per user (ARPU) and spectrum costs priced in

U.S. dollars.

Digital rights groups and industry executives dispute

the PTA’s stance, arguing centralized filtering systems

slow down data and add latency, degrading call quality

and raising rights concerns. They warn that firewall

controls create bottlenecks, while weak investment

incentives and energy costs further constrain

operators.

The government has waived annual fees for fiber

installation to spur investment, with regulators

promising measurable improvements in Internet

speeds within 10 months. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Gilgit-Baltistan traders end two-

month protest at China border after

government grants tax relief

(lm) Traders in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), a semi-

autonomous mountainous region in northern Pakistan

bordering China, have ended a sit-in protest at the Sost

dry port after the federal government agreed to grant

tax exemptions worth up to PKR 4 billion (USD 14.34

million) annually. The concessions, applicable to local

firms registered with the GB government, exempt sales

tax, income tax, and federal excise duty while

maintaining customs and regulatory duties.

The protest, which began in July, had halted trade and

passenger movement through the Khunjerab Pass, the

world’s highest paved international border crossing

linking Pakistan with China’s Xinjiang region. Officials

said the new arrangement addresses longstanding

demands that GB, historically treated as a “non-tariff”

area, should be exempt from federal sales and income

taxes. Last year, Pakistan collected around PKR 16

billion (USD 57.35 million) in duties and taxes at the

Sost border, where annual trade with China exceeds

PKR 100 billion (USD 358.42 million).

The agreement is expected to restore cross-border

commerce immediately. However, Pakistan continues

to face a lopsided trade balance with China, importing

USD 17 billion worth of goods in 2024–25 against

exports of only USD 2.7 billion. Lawmakers have

warned that the deficit remains unsustainable without

reforms to boost exports and local value addition.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Leadership change at Canadian

mining giant raises uncertainty over

major copper-gold project

(my) Canadian mining company Barrick Gold

announced on September 29 that its CEO, Mark

Bristow, has resigned, raising questions over the future

of the Reko Diq copper and gold project in Pakistan.

Barrick is one of the world’s largest gold producers,

operating mines across Africa, Asia, and the Americas.

Reko Diq, located in Balochistan province, is

considered one of the world’s largest untapped

copper-gold deposits and a key pillar of Pakistan’s

foreign investment strategy.

Bristow, who became chief executive in 2019 after

Barrick’s merger with Randgold Resources, had

previously indicated he would remain in post until
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2028, a timeline that would have allowed him to

personally oversee Reko Diq’s development. His

departure was therefore described as “surprising” by

analysts at Citi, who noted that leadership change

could affect the company’s strategy in both Pakistan

and other volatile markets such as Mali, where the

military government recently seized one of its major

gold mines.

Barrick has appointed its chief operating officer, Mark

Hill, as interim CEO while the board conducts a global

search for a permanent successor. Observers say the

leadership transition could reshape the company’s

portfolio priorities, including projects in Nevada, Africa,

and South Asia.

The Reko Diq project was revived in 2022 after

Pakistan reached a settlement with Barrick and its

partner Antofagasta to end a decade-long legal

dispute. It is widely regarded as a test case for

Pakistan’s ability to offer regulatory stability to

international investors, with potential to generate

billions in revenue and employment opportunities in

the underdeveloped province of Balochistan. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: National airline to resume UK

flights after five-year ban

(my) Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) will restart

direct flights to the United Kingdom in October after

receiving formal approval from the UK’s Department

for Transport to operate as a Third Country Operator.

The initial route will connect Pakistan with Manchester,

with services to Birmingham and London planned in

later phases. The UK has also granted PIA an “ACC3”

certification for several Pakistani airports, covering

both security and cargo operations, valid until August

2030.

The resumption ends a five-year suspension imposed

in 2020 after a PIA Airbus A320 crashed in Karachi,

killing 97 people, and subsequent investigations

revealed irregularities in pilot licensing. Earlier this

year, the European Union Aviation Safety Agency lifted

its ban, enabling PIA to resume flights to Paris in

January 2025.

PIA said renewed access to the UK market will facilitate

trade and improve connectivity for the more than 1.6

million people of Pakistani origin living in Britain.

Annual trade between the two countries is valued at

about USD 5.7 billion.
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The airline’s relaunch comes as the government

pursues plans to privatize a majority stake in PIA under

the USD 7 billion International Monetary Fund

program. The carrier has accumulated losses

exceeding USD 2.5 billion over the past decade, placing

a heavy burden on public finances. [Arab News] [The

Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Government approves import of

used vehicles under new tariff regime

(as) Pakistan’s Economic Coordination Committee

(ECC), chaired by Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb during a meeting in New York, has

approved the commercial import of used vehicles with

strict compliance to environmental standards. Only

cars not older than five years will be permitted until

June 30, 2026, after which the age cap will be lifted. A

40 percent regulatory duty will apply on top of existing

customs duties, though this duty will decline by 10

percentage points annually after June 2026, reaching

zero by the 2029–30 fiscal year, in line with

recommendations from the Tariff Policy Board.

The decision has sparked divided reactions. Local auto

parts manufacturers warn the measure could harm

Pakistan’s car assembly industry, noting that used

vehicles already make up around 25 percent of the

domestic market, or more than 40,000 units annually.

By contrast, used car imports account for almost none

of the market in India, 0.3 percent in Vietnam, and 1.2

percent in Thailand due to stricter tariff and regulatory

controls.

Conversely, the All Pakistan Car Dealers and Importers

Association welcomed the move, arguing that

channeling imports through banks would curb foreign

exchange leakage via the kerb market and promote a

documented economy. The group also stressed that

mandatory submission of sales data to the Federal

Board of Revenue will improve transparency and

strengthen tax compliance. [DAWN] [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan: Balochistan chief minister

accuses India of backing insurgents amid

surge in militant violence

(lm) Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti has

accused India’s intelligence agency RAW of attempting

to unite militant groups that seek to destabilize

Pakistan, while also blaming Afghanistan for allowing
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fighters to operate from sanctuaries across the border.

He said several militants recently killed by Pakistani

forces were Afghan nationals and alleged that training

camps exist on Afghan soil.

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province by land area

but also its poorest, has faced decades of insurgency

by Baloch separatist groups such as the Balochistan

Liberation Army (BLA), which frequently target security

forces and civilians. Islamabad accuses New Delhi of

financing and training these militants, an allegation

India rejects, while India accuses Pakistan of backing

militants in Kashmir, a charge Islamabad denies.

Pakistan has seen a sharp escalation in militant

violence in 2025. The Pakistan Institute for Conflict and

Security Studies recorded 143 militant attacks in

August alone, the highest monthly figure in over a

decade, including 28 incidents in Balochistan that killed

52 people. Recent incidents include the killing of a

senior government officer and his son by unidentified

kidnappers and the deaths of five soldiers in an IED

blast in Kech district on September 15.

Security forces have intensified operations in

Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, but the spike in

attacks highlights Pakistan’s deteriorating security

environment and its tensions with both India and

Afghanistan over militant activity. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Karachi court sentences man to

multiple life terms over alleged Indian

intelligence links

(lm) A court in Karachi has sentenced Muhammad

Saleem to multiple life terms on charges of espionage,

terrorism, and illegal possession of explosives and

firearms. Prosecutors alleged that Saleem, arrested in

October 2024, had maintained contact with India’s

intelligence agency, the Research and Analysis Wing

(RAW), and was caught with a grenade, bomb launcher,

pistol, and false identity documents.

The anti-terrorism court ruled that police testimony

and forensic evidence proved Saleem intended to carry

out attacks, citing unexplained travel to India in 2012–

2014 as supporting evidence. Saleem denied the

charges, claiming he was a social worker and that

weapons had been planted on him, but the court

dismissed his defense. He received three life sentences

plus additional prison terms under Pakistan’s Penal

Code, the Explosive Substances Act, the Anti-Terrorism

Act, and the Sindh Arms Act. [Arab News]
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Seychelles: Presidential race heads to

runoff

(lm Seychelles’ high-stakes presidential and

parliamentary elections concluded on September 28

without a clear winner, sending the contest to a runoff

from October 9 to 11. Opposition leader Patrick

Herminie of United Seychelles won 48.8 percent of the

vote, narrowly ahead of incumbent President Wavel

Ramkalawan of the Linyon Demokratik Seselwa (LDS),

who secured 46.4 percent. United Seychelles also

captured 20 National Assembly seats to the LDS’s 15,

marking a comeback for a party that ruled the country

from 1977 until its 2020 defeat. [Al Jazeera] [Xinhua]

The campaign was dominated by the dispute over

Assumption Island, a remote territory near the

UNESCO-listed Aldabra Atoll. Ramkalawan’s

government signed a 70-year lease granting a Qatari

royal investment group rights to build a USD 20 million

luxury resort with 40 villas and an upgraded airstrip.

Conservationists warn the project could devastate

fragile ecosystems, citing turtle nesting grounds and

reports of injured tortoises. Activists have taken the

case to the Constitutional Court, demanding an

independent environmental impact assessment.

Ramkalawan defends the deal as essential foreign

investment for a small island nation of 120,000 reliant

on tourism and external capital.

Herminie has turned the controversy into a rallying

point, accusing the government of mismanaging

resources and inflating economic successes. He

pledges expanded welfare, a lower retirement age, and

tougher action against corruption and drug abuse,

which affects about 10 percent of the working-age

population. Ramkalawan, by contrast, highlights

achievements such as post-pandemic recovery, IMF-

forecast GDP growth of 5.8 percent in 2025, foreign

reserves rebuilt to USD 800 million (SCR 11.2 billion),

unemployment reduced to 3.5 percent, and inflation

held under 2 percent. He promises further

infrastructure investment, expanded social

protections, and a referendum on constitutional

reform, while maintaining Seychelles’ policy of

neutrality and rejecting foreign military bases.

Other presidential contenders, including businessman

Marco Francis, former tourism minister Alain St Ange,

and publisher Ralph Volcere, offered alternative

platforms but failed to gain significant traction. [BBC]

[Reuters] [Anadolu Ajansı] [Xinhua]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-gt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-gi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-gd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-gh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-gk/


Sri Lanka: Government presents 2026

Appropriation Bill to Parliament

(lm) The government has tabled the Appropriation Bill

for 2026, outlining projected state expenditure for the

year. Deputy Minister Anil Jayantha presented the bill

to Parliament on September 26. Details of allocations

across ministries and development programs are

expected to be debated in upcoming sessions. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former leaders

Wickremesinghe and Rajapaksa meet

(lm) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s recent

meeting with ex-President Mahinda Rajapaksa has

drawn attention in Colombo, coming just weeks after

Wickremesinghe became the first Sri Lankan head of

state to be arrested and remanded. [Daily Mirror]

On August 22, Wickremesinghe was detained by the

Criminal Investigation Department (CID) on allegations

of misusing state funds for a private trip to London in

2023. He was held in remand until August 26, when he

was granted bail, and was briefly hospitalized due to

health complications during custody. The case, which

marked a historic first in Sri Lanka, is ongoing and

centers on alleged misuse of public finances for

personal benefit.

On September 28, Wickremesinghe visited Rajapaksa’s

residence in Tangalle, thanking him for support

extended during his detention. The encounter signals a

pragmatic turn in relations between two figures long

seen as political rivals but now bound by shifting

circumstances.

Wickremesinghe, leader of the United National Party

(UNP), has held multiple terms as prime minister and

was president from 2022 to 2024. Rajapaksa, leader of

the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), served as

president from 2005 to 2015 and later as prime

minister under his brother Gotabaya. For decades they

represented opposing blocs — Wickremesinghe as pro-

Western liberal, Rajapaksa as populist nationalist — yet

cooperation has surfaced at key moments, including

Wickremesinghe’s reliance on SLPP parliamentary

support during the 2022 crisis.

Sri Lanka: Opposition targets Speaker

over blocked no-confidence motions
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(lm) The fallout from the 2019 Easter Sunday bombings

— which killed more than 260 people in coordinated

attacks on churches and hotels — continues to

dominate Sri Lankan politics, with new developments

spanning presidential statements, parliamentary

clashes, and intelligence failures.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake announced

during a meeting with the Sri Lankan community in the

United States that one or two former army officers are

expected to be arrested soon in connection with the

attacks. He said his government had inherited a flawed

and politically compromised investigation, where

evidence was erased, concealed, or manipulated, and

suspects later rose to high-ranking posts, obstructing

justice. While acknowledging these challenges, he

expressed confidence in the Criminal Investigation

Department (CID), which he said had recently

uncovered internal sabotage, and suggested fresh

inquiries may be necessary to uncover the full truth.

[Daily Mirror 1]

In Parliament, accountability over the bombings has

become a flashpoint. The main opposition Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB) announced it will bring a no-

confidence motion against Speaker Jagath

Wickramaratne, accusing him of shielding Deputy

Defence Minister Aruna Jayasekera from scrutiny. The

opposition had sought to censure Jayasekera over his

ministry’s handling of the Easter investigations and

what critics call continued failures of transparency. The

speaker rejected the motion, citing standing orders,

constitutional provisions, and international practice,

and tabled reports from the Attorney General and

Secretaries Committee confirming no sub judice effect

on ongoing legal cases. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

At the same time, Namal Rajapaksa, a parliamentarian

from the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and son

of former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, accused

security agencies of repeat negligence. He claimed in

Parliament on September 25 that two intelligence

officers who ignored advance warnings before the

Easter bombings also failed to act on alerts about two

containers arriving from Tehran suspected of carrying

narcotics, which were nonetheless cleared by customs.

He argued that such failures reflect systemic impunity,

noting that while some accountability was established

in the Easter case — with former President Maithripala

Sirisena ordered to pay compensation and two former

police chiefs jailed — others responsible have since

been promoted rather than disciplined. [Daily Mirror 4]
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Sri Lanka: Rajapaksa pursues defamation

case while challenging fairness of real

estate funding trial

(lm) Deputy Public Security Minister Sunil Watagala and

Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) parliamentarian

Namal Rajapaksa — son of former president Mahinda

Rajapaksa — are locked in a high-profile legal battle

over defamation, even as Rajapaksa defends himself in

a separate corruption case tied to an Indian property

developer’s funding for sports.

The defamation row began after Watagala allegedly

accused Rajapaksa of being “behind the drug menace”,

suggesting involvement in or political protection of

narcotics trafficking networks. Rajapaksa’s lawyers

responded with a letter of demand on September 10

seeking LKR 1 billion (USD 3.6 million) in damages.

Watagala’s team rejected the claim, countering that

Rajapaksa’s reputation was already compromised by

his indictment in the real estate funding case, and on

September 22 issued a counter-demand for LKR 2

billion (USD 7.2 million). Rajapaksa has since confirmed

he will proceed with legal action, insisting that such

allegations cannot be ignored. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily

Mirror 2]

At the same time, Rajapaksa has raised due process

concerns in the funding trial. His counsel told the

Colombo High Court on September 26 that

prosecutors had failed to hand over key documents

requested by the defense, arguing this undermines his

right to a fair trial. The Attorney General’s office

responded that some materials had already been

shared and the remainder would follow after inquiries

from the CID. The court has fixed a pre-trial conference

for December 18. [Daily Mirror 3]

The case itself involves allegations that Rajapaksa

misappropriated LKR 70 million (USD 252,000)

provided by Krrish Lanka Pvt. Ltd., the Sri Lankan

branch of Indian real estate giant Krrish Group, which

had pledged the funds for rugby development as part

of a large mixed-use investment project in Colombo.

Proceedings were initiated in 2015 after a complaint by

Minister Wasantha Samarasinghe, with indictments

formally filed before the Colombo High Court earlier

this year.

Sri Lanka: President appoints four new

President’s Counsel
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(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has

appointed four senior officers of the Attorney

General’s Department as President’s Counsel, following

their promotion to Additional Solicitor General. The

designation of President’s Counsel, conferred under

Article 33(cc) of the Constitution, is awarded to

attorneys-at-law who have attained eminence in the

profession and upheld high standards of conduct.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Corruption watchdog warns of

systemic failures across state institutions

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Commission to Investigate Allegations

of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) has released survey

findings highlighting deep public distrust in core state

institutions. Justice Neil Iddawala, the commission’s

chairman, said citizens identified the Police, politicians,

Customs, Immigration and Emigration, and schools as

the most corrupt bodies.

Commission chairman Justice Neil Iddawala warned

that corruption in revenue-generating bodies such as

Customs, the Inland Revenue Department, the Excise

Department, and the Motor Traffic Department inflicts

the greatest economic damage. He cited a case in

which officials enabled an importer to evade LKR 300

million (USD 1 million) in taxes in exchange for a LKR

125 million (USD 410,000) bribe. Rejecting the

argument that low salaries drive corruption, he said

public sector wages are now “fair.”

The findings come as a senior police officer was

arrested on charges of accepting LKR 14 million (USD

46,000) in bribes, while more than 300 officers have

been suspended this year for misconduct, compared

with 200 in 2024. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

In Parliament, efforts are underway to strengthen

oversight. On September 26, COPE chair Nishantha

Samaraweera tabled a motion to amend Standing

Orders to allow the Committee on Public Enterprises to

directly refer serious cases of financial fraud or

corruption identified in Auditor General reports to

CIABOC or the police for legal action. The proposal has

been forwarded to the Committee on Standing Orders

for consideration. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Presidential Secretariat rejects

RTI appeal on travel costs
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(lm) The Presidential Secretariat has upheld its decision

to reject a Right to Information (RTI) request seeking

details of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s

domestic travel and accommodation expenses over

the past year.

The applicant argued that the request was limited to

aggregated expenditure figures and trip breakdowns,

which would not compromise security, and stressed

that disclosure was essential for accountability.

However, both the Information Officer and the

Designated Officer ruled that the data falls under

Section 5(1)(b)(i) of the RTI Act, which exempts security-

sensitive information concerning the President.

The ruling, communicated on September 17,

reaffirmed an earlier rejection issued on August 27.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Petition against bribery

commission chief withdrawn

(lm) A Fundamental Rights petition challenging the

appointment of High Court Judge Ranga Dissanayake

as Director General of the Commission to Investigate

Allegations of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) was

withdrawn before the Supreme Court on September

23. The petition, filed as public interest litigation by a

group of civil society figures, had named the

Constitutional Council leadership and senior officials as

respondents. A three-judge bench formally dismissed

the case after petitioners’ counsel sought withdrawal.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Bribery Commission widens

probes into political and health sector

misconduct

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Commission to Investigate Allegations

of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) has launched two

high-profile proceedings. Former Labour and Foreign

Employment Minister Manusha Nanayakkara was

summoned to appear before the commission on

September 26, though details of the case against him

have not yet been disclosed. [Daily Mirror 1]

Separately, CIABOC announced a probe into alleged

irregularities at Colombo National Hospital (CNH)

involving the procurement of laboratory reagents

worth more than LKR 2.5 billion (USD 9 million).

Allegations include purchases of expired or nearly
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expired materials, failure to meet proper standards,

and exclusive sourcing from a single company. Current

and former senior health officials, doctors, and

laboratory staff are implicated. The inquiry was

triggered by a complaint from a hospital specialist, who

had also alerted the Criminal Investigation

Department, which has begun gathering preliminary

evidence. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Opposition figure faces legal

scrutiny while alleging misuse of MPs’

salaries

(lm) Udaya Gammanpila, leader of the small nationalist

Pivithuru Hela Urumaya party and a former minister, is

at the center of two unfolding controversies that

highlight tensions between government oversight and

opposition politics in Sri Lanka.

On September 29, Gammanpila filed a complaint with

the Bribery Commission accusing 159 ruling party MPs

and the president of diverting more than LKR 30

million (USD 108,000) in monthly salaries into a central

fund used to pay political expenses such as fuel, office

maintenance, and campaign activities. He argued this

constitutes a misuse of taxpayer money, stressing that

legislators are not entitled to reallocate allowances at

their discretion, and urged a formal investigation.

[Daily Mirror 1]

Separately, the Attorney General’s Department told the

Court of Appeal on September 24 that it would notify

the court if arresting Gammanpila became necessary

over allegedly offensive remarks. The Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) is probing whether his

comments violated provisions of Sri Lanka’s ICCPR Act

of 2007 or Section 120 of the Penal Code, both of

which address incitement and hate speech.

Gammanpila has filed a writ petition seeking to

prevent his arrest, while the CID has yet to decide on

detention. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Former labour minister seeks

anticipatory bail in bribery probe

(lm) Former Labour and Foreign Employment Minister

Manusha Nanayakkara has petitioned Colombo Chief

Magistrate’s Court for anticipatory bail to avoid

potential arrest in a bribery investigation tied to the

deployment of Sri Lankan workers to Israel’s

agricultural sector.
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The court has directed the Director General of the

Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or

Corruption (CIABOC) to appear on October 3 to make

submissions. Nanayakkara’s counsel argued that the

former minister had already provided written

responses to CIABOC and sought bail protection after

being served notice at Colombo airport upon returning

from Dubai. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government weighs response

after shipping firm rejects maritime

disaster compensation order

(lm) Sri Lanka is facing new uncertainty over the 2021

X-Press Pearl maritime disaster after Singapore-based

X-Press Feeders and its local agent refused to comply

with a Supreme Court order requiring USD 1 billion in

compensation.

In a landmark judgment issued on July 24, the Court

ordered the vessel’s commercial parties — EOS

Shipping, Killiney Shipping, Sea Consortium, and local

agent Sea Consortium Lanka — to pay in three phases:

USD 250 million by September 23, 2025, USD 500

million within six months, and a final USD 250 million

within one year. But X-Press Feeders’ chief executive

has rejected the ruling, warning it sets a “dangerous

precedent” for global shipping by undermining liability

limits in international maritime law. The company said

it still hopes for dialogue with Sri Lankan authorities.

[Daily Mirror 1]

The UN Office in Sri Lanka has voiced alarm, stressing

that the X-Press Pearl spill inflicted catastrophic

damage on marine ecosystems and coastal livelihoods,

and called the Court’s ruling an important application

of the global “polluter pays” principle. It urged the firm

to comply with its obligations. [Daily Mirror 2]

Domestically, Sea Consortium Lanka told the Supreme

Court it could not pay the first USD 250 million

installment. Petitioners urged contempt proceedings,

but the bench emphasized prioritizing recovery of

funds over punishment. The Attorney General’s

Department has been tasked with setting up a

compensation commission and reporting back on

enforcement measures in January.

Environment Minister Dammika Patabendi said the

government is consulting the Attorney General to

decide its next steps, with Colombo weighing both the

UN’s concerns and the shipping firm’s refusal. [Daily

Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]
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Sri Lanka: President meets UN rights chief

(lm) Against the backdrop of the UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk’s recent

report to the Human Rights Council, which highlighted

ongoing violations and called for deeper reforms,

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake met with Türk in

New York on September 23 on the sidelines of the UN

General Assembly.

The meeting came as Colombo continues to push back

against the Geneva findings, stressing that it will

pursue accountability and reconciliation through

domestic mechanisms while rejecting what it sees as

external interference. By engaging directly with Türk,

the president sought to demonstrate openness to

dialogue even as his government maintains that Sri

Lanka’s sovereignty must guide human rights reforms.

The talks took place at the Human Rights Council

Auditorium of the UN Secretariat, with Foreign Minister

Vijitha Herath and Sri Lanka’s Permanent

Representative to the UN, former Chief Justice Jayantha

Jayasuriya, in attendance. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Tourism board’s endorsement

of LGBTIQ travel sparks political and

religious backlash

(lm) Sri Lanka Tourism has formally endorsed a project

led by rights group Equal Ground to promote LGBTIQ-

inclusive travel, framing it as part of efforts to diversify

tourism markets and position the country as a safe

and welcoming destination. The initiative, which covers

stakeholder training, awareness programs, and

international promotional linkages, is backed by the Sri

Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau and aims to expand

Sri Lanka’s global tourism footprint. [Daily Mirror 1]

The endorsement, however, has triggered strong

opposition across the political and religious spectrum.

Namal Rajapaksa, a parliamentarian from the Sri Lanka

Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and the eldest son of

former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, warned that Sri

Lanka’s rich heritage and natural beauty are sufficient

to attract visitors without emphasizing gender identity

or sexual orientation. [Daily Mirror 2]

Ramanathan Archchuna, a legislator from the Tamil-

majority Jaffna District, denounced the initiative in

Parliament, arguing it undermines national dignity and
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cultural identity. Meanwhile, Channa Jayasumana, a

former health minister and a close ally of the

Rajapaksa family within the SLPP, also called for the

project’s suspension. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Religious leaders joined the criticism, with Archbishop

of Colombo Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith warning that

LGBTIQ tourism could harm the country’s culture and

expose children and youth to exploitation, even as he

stressed that individuals with homosexual tendencies

should be treated with kindness. [Daily Mirror 5]

As of now, same-sex sexual acts are criminalized under

Sections 365 and 365A of Sri Lanka’s Penal Code,

inherited from colonial-era law. Courts have long

treated these provisions as dormant: in practice,

custodial sentences for consensual relations are rarely

imposed, and the Supreme Court has affirmed that

imposing imprisonment in such cases is inappropriate.

In May 2023, the Supreme Court ruled that a private

member’s bill amending these sections would not be

unconstitutional, enabling Parliament to debate

decriminalization. However, Parliament has not yet

passed that bill, and no repeal has come into force.

Sri Lanka: Government moves to tighten

social media regulation against hate

speech

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Public Security Minister Ananda

Wijepala told Parliament on September 26 that the

government is preparing amendments to the Online

Safety Act and new regulations to curb hate speech,

insults, and provocations on social media. He said the

ministries of Public Security, Justice, Health, and Media

will coordinate the reforms, supported by a committee

chaired by Solicitor General Viraj Dayaratne and

including representatives from the foreign ministry,

police, Bar Association of Sri Lanka, and other

stakeholders.

The minister added that platforms such as TikTok,

Telegram, and Facebook have been formally engaged

by Sri Lankan authorities and now provide dedicated

portals to share information and issue notices related

to cybercrimes. Enforcement will be carried out

through the cybercrime unit of the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) and the Sri Lanka

Computer Emergency Readiness Team (SLCERT).

Police, however, are instructed to act only when

violations are clearly established. [Daily Mirror]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-yhd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-yhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-yhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-yhu/


Sri Lanka: Government advances Child

Abuse Bill to ban corporal punishment

and safeguard all children

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government is moving ahead with

reforms to strengthen child protection, including

amendments to the Penal Code that ban both physical

and non-physical punishment in schools. Childcare

Minister Saroja Paulraj told Parliament on September

24 that the ban is designed to shield children from

both visible harm and the emotional suffering caused

by non-physical forms of discipline.

Prime Minister and Education Minister Harini

Amarasuriya reinforced this message on September

27, stressing that the Child Abuse Bill is not targeted at

teachers but aims to protect all children in society,

including those in schools, police custody, institutions,

and vulnerable circumstances such as abandonment.

She underlined that while discipline remains

necessary, physical and mental punishment cannot be

accepted as legitimate tools. Instead, workshops will

promote positive disciplinary practices.

Amarasuriya also warned that rising domestic violence,

bullying, and the normalization of violence across

homes, institutions, and even religious spaces illustrate

the urgency of reform. She described the bill as a step

toward a more “civilised” society where children are

protected and discipline is maintained without harm.

[Daily Mirror] [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Study links low education levels

to drug addiction surge

(lm) A University of Peradeniya study has highlighted

the structural drivers of Sri Lanka’s escalating drug

crisis, revealing that most addicts, including

methamphetamine (ICE) users, have education levels

below the Ordinary Level (O/L) examination. The lack

of formal qualifications has left many trapped in

unemployment, reinforcing cycles of addiction and

dependence on state-funded rehabilitation. Using

prison data from 2023, the study found that of 185,056

incarcerated individuals, 29,192 convictions were

directly tied to drug offences, concentrated in

Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara, and Kurunegala.

The problem is acute among younger demographics:

nearly 17,500 of those convicted were aged between

22 and 40. Researchers also pointed to a notable rise

in female addiction, a shift that complicates both

treatment and policy design. The findings come against
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the backdrop of widespread availability of ICE, with

ongoing investigations into allegations of political

facilitation in its production and distribution — a factor

that heightens governance and rule-of-law concerns.

Sri Lanka’s rehabilitation system, overseen by the

National Dangerous Drugs Control Board, operates a

network of facilities offering long-term programs that

combine residential treatment, relapse-prevention,

therapy, and vocational training. However, capacity is

stretched, and officials have called for expansion to

manage overcrowding. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Middle East investors show

interest in expanding country’s only oil

refinery

(lm) Sri Lanka is seeking strategic partners to expand

its only petroleum refinery, located in Sapugaskanda

near Colombo, as several Middle Eastern investors

signal strong interest.

The facility, managed by the state-owned Ceylon

Petroleum Corporation (CPC), has been central to the

country’s energy security for decades. Expansion plans

for the refinery—long delayed by civil war, economic

crises, and political instability—are intended to extend

operations beyond meeting local demand into

bunkering, jet fuel, lubricants, and chemical markets.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: IMF warns restructuring alone

cannot secure debt sustainability

A new International Monetary Fund (IMF) working

paper has cautioned that Sri Lanka’s debt

restructuring, while easing borrowing costs and

restoring market access, is not sufficient on its own to

ensure long-term debt sustainability. The paper

highlights the country’s more complex post-

restructuring debt portfolio, which requires stronger

public debt management, careful cost–risk analysis of

new borrowing, and strict fiscal discipline.

Domestic financing conditions have stabilized since the

September 2023 debt operations, with treasury bill

rates falling to around 8.5 percent by March 2025 and

longer-term bonds being introduced to reduce

refinancing risks. These moves, the IMF said,

supported the resumption of private credit growth and

aided recovery. However, it stressed that “there is no
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room for slippage on the fiscal front” and that prudent

macroeconomic policies and stronger institutions

remain essential.

The report traced Sri Lanka’s debt crisis to policy

missteps and external shocks, including low tax-to-GDP

ratios, overvalued exchange rates, and heavy reliance

on international bonds in the 2010s, compounded by

the COVID-19 pandemic. The country’s first-ever

default in April 2022 led to a complex restructuring

process involving international bondholders, bilateral

lenders, and domestic financial institutions. Innovative

state-contingent instruments and coordination

challenges among creditors prolonged negotiations,

which concluded in 2024.

While banking sector stability was preserved and fiscal

operations have normalized, the IMF emphasized that

sustained reforms—including the recently enacted

Public Finance Management and Public Debt

Management Acts, sound procurement practices, and

a prudent investment program—will be critical to

safeguarding the gains and preventing future crises. It

added that Sri Lanka’s experience offers lessons for

other emerging economies facing diverse creditor

landscapes and restructuring challenges. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Central Bank holds rates

steady, clarifies reserve targets

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Central Bank has sought to calm

market concerns by underscoring its progress on

reserve accumulation while keeping monetary policy

steady amid signs of economic recovery.

Governor Nandalal Weerasinghe clarified that the

country’s commitments under its International

Monetary Fund (IMF) program focus on net

international reserves (NIR) rather than the gross official

reserves (GOR) figure often cited in public debate. While

the GOR is projected to reach about USD 7 billion by

year-end, it is only an estimate, not a binding target.

The Central Bank’s real task is to purchase USD 2.65

billion in foreign currency between November 2024

and December 2025; with USD 1.78 billion already

secured, only about USD 870 million remains to be

collected in the final months of 2025. Debt servicing

obligations have slowed the gross reserve build-up, but

the NIR target remains on track, helped by steady

foreign currency purchases. An IMF tranche of around

USD 340 million expected later this year should further

bolster reserves.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-ykt/


At its latest meeting, the Monetary Policy Board kept

the policy rate unchanged at 7.75 percent, judging the

current stance appropriate to steer inflation towards

its 5 percent medium-term target by mid-2026. Earlier

rate cuts are beginning to filter through, with private-

sector credit showing broad-based growth across

industries. The Central Bank also noted resilience in

the external sector, supported by tourism and

remittances, even as imports widened the trade deficit.

Sri Lanka’s economy expanded 4.8 percent in the first

half of 2025, while inflation was just 1.2 percent in

August but is expected to rise gradually due to base

effects. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Mixed signals for investors as

China certification scheme launches and

U.S. warns of red tape

(lm) Sri Lanka has launched a new “Trusted Trader”

certification program with China, even as the United

States warns that regulatory unpredictability and

bureaucratic barriers continue to deter investors.

The Sri Lanka China Business Cooperation Council

(SLCBCC), in partnership with the China Council for the

Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), has

introduced a system to accredit 150 to 200 local firms

by mid-2026. The certification is designed to reduce

payment risks in the USD 4.6 billion bilateral trade

relationship, particularly for small and medium-sized

enterprises. Certified Sri Lankan firms will be eligible

for credit purchases from Chinese suppliers—helping

to reduce the current dependence on upfront

payments, which account for around 90 percent of

imports from China—and will also gain visibility with

more than 3,000 certified Chinese businesses through

CCPIT registration. The program, first proposed at the

seventh China–Sri Lanka joint commission in 2021, sets

application fees at LKR 35,000 (approx. USD 119) for

non-members and LKR 30,000 (approx. USD 102) for

members. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, the U.S. Department of State’s 2025

Investment Climate Statement flagged ongoing

difficulties for American companies seeking to enter

the Sri Lankan market. The report cited regulatory

unpredictability, opaque procurement, and

bureaucratic delays as key deterrents. While U.S. firms

continue to express interest in sectors including ICT,

energy, aviation, and defense, abrupt policy shifts and

inconsistent enforcement were identified as

undermining investor confidence. High-profile energy

projects have already stalled due to tariff disputes,
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while licensing processes in aviation and defense were

described as overly complex. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Drug probe exposes police–

underworld links amid government

reluctance to publish names

(lm) Sri Lanka’s law enforcement agencies are under

pressure following revelations of links between senior

police officers, politicians, and organized crime figures.

Police are currently investigating intelligence leaks to

criminal groups. A covert mission to arrest underworld

figure Kehelbaddara Padme in Indonesia was nearly

compromised after information about the operation

was allegedly passed to him. Officials say some officers

have developed ties with organised crime, prompting

the Inspector General of Police to order frequent

transfers and rotations. More than 300 officers have

been suspended this year for various offences, up

from 200 in 2024, while a senior officer was arrested

over allegations of accepting LKR 14 million (USD

46,000) in bribes. [Daily Mirror 1]

Separately, the father of detained drug boss Nadun

Chinthaka, known as Harak Kata, told the UN Human

Rights Council that his son is being held under the

Prevention of Terrorism Act to prevent him from

revealing the names of senior police and politicians

allegedly linked to bribery. He also alleged prolonged

detention, restricted legal access, and poor prison

conditions. [Daily Mirror 2]

Meanwhile, the government has resisted calls to

immediately publish the names of politicians

suspected of involvement in narcotics trafficking,

arguing that premature disclosure could hinder judicial

proceedings. Authorities said interrogations, including

testimony from recently arrested local politician

Sampath Manamperi, have already uncovered

connections between political circles and security

forces, with weapons recovered. Officials pledged that

further details will be released as investigations

progress. [Daily Mirror 3]
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and National Security in

Southeast Asia 

 

Brunei: Retail Sales Index declines 6.2

percent in Q2 2025

(ga) Brunei’s Retail Sales Index (RSI) for the second

quarter of 2025 showed a decline in both value and

volume, reflecting weaker domestic demand.

Retail sales were valued at BND 394.7 million (USD 305

million), a year-on-year decrease of 6.2 percent

compared to Q2 2024, following a 2.0 percent drop in

Q1 2025. On a quarter-on-quarter basis, sales fell 9.9

percent after a 4.4 percent increase in the previous

quarter. Department stores contributed the largest

share at BND 103.7 million (USD 80.2 million) (26.3

percent), followed by supermarkets at BND70.3 million

(USD 54.5 million) (17.8 percent).

In terms of sales volume, retail activity contracted by

6.3 percent compared to Q2 2024 and by 11.4 percent

compared to Q1 2025. The year-on-year contraction

was mainly driven by declines in department stores

(-9.4 percent), supermarkets (-5.6 percent), textiles,

wearing apparel and footwear (-21.7 percent), watches

and jewellery (-19.3 percent), and furniture and

household equipment (-13.2 percent).

Quarter-on-quarter, the largest decreases were

recorded in textiles, wearing apparel and footwear

(-39.4 percent in value; -42.3 percent in volume),

furniture and household equipment (-32.4 percent in

value; -33.4 percent in volume), department stores

(-14.6 percent in value; -16.9 percent in volume), and

electrical household appliances and lighting equipment

(-17.0 percent in value; -16.8 percent in volume).

[Department of Economic Planning and Statistics]
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Brunei: Government online services

expand to 259 amid digital push

(ga) Government online services have expanded to 259

in 2024, up from 178 the previous year, reflecting

accelerated digitalization efforts to improve public

access and convenience.

The growth was highlighted during the 32nd Civil

Service Day 2025 by the Minister at the Prime

Minister’s Office and Minister of Defence II, who

stressed that digital transformation remains central to

responsive, people-focused governance.

The Civil Service Institute (IPA) has expanded ICT and

innovation training, recording an 81 percent rise in

course offerings and a 45 percent increase in

participation between 2022/2023 and 2024/2025,

alongside achieving two ISO certifications to

strengthen its role as a Centre of Excellence. Integrity,

accountability, and transparency remain key

governance principles, with the Civil Service Special

Exhibition and Conference 2025 themed around digital

transformation and AI-driven innovation serving as a

platform for knowledge sharing and showcasing

advancements. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Government struggles to

provide employment for workers over 45

(dql) Minister of Labour and Vocational Training, Heng

Sour, has admitted the challenges faced by workers

over 45 in securing jobs in the garment sector, where

most factories set age limits at 40–45. He noted that

the agriculture sector is more accommodating,

employing workers up to 50, and emphasized that

vocational training programs are being expanded to

equip older workers with practical skills to sustain

livelihoods locally.

Sour also urged small- and medium-sized enterprises

(SMEs) to provide employment opportunities for

Cambodian migrant workers returning from Thailand,

particularly those aged 40 and above, to aid their

reintegration into the domestic labor market. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia: Prime minister highlights

sustainable, inclusive growth in tourism

sector
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(gm) Prime Minister Hun Manet marked World Tourism

Day 2025 by highlighting tourism’s role in Cambodia’s

economic recovery and long-term development. In a

September 27 statement, he reaffirmed the

government’s commitment to green investment, digital

transformation, and public-private partnerships to

support sustainable tourism. [Khmer Times]

Hun Manet’s statement come as Cambodia welcomed

6.7 million international tourists in 2024 and over 4

million in the first eight months of 2025. Domestic

tourism rose 53 percent year-on-year, reaching 17.2

million visitors. The sector contributed 9.4 percent of

GDP in 2024.

Indonesia: Former education minister

challenges corruption charges

(gp) Former education minister Nadiem Makarim has

filed a pretrial motion to challenge his status as a

suspect in a corruption case over the procurement of

Google Chromebooks for Indonesia’s school

digitalization program. The Attorney General’s Office

(AGO) alleges that the project, carried out during

Nadiem’s ministerial tenure between 2019 and 2022,

inflicted state losses of around IDR 1.9 trillion (USD 113

million). Investigators allege that he instructed his

subordinates to manipulate the tender in Google’s

favor by specifying requirements that necessitated the

use of Google technology, including Chromebooks and

the ChromeOS operating system, although Nadiem has

denied the allegations.

The pretrial motion was submitted to the South Jakarta

District Court on September 23, with hearings set to

begin on October 3. Nadiem’s lawyer Hana Pertiwi

argues that his suspect status is invalid, stating, “The

AGO’s decision to name Nadiem as a suspect does not

have sufficient preliminary evidence, including an

official audit of state losses from authorized

institutions.” Without such an audit, they argue, both

the designation of Nadiem as a suspect and his

detention since September 4 are unlawful.

AGO officials, however, maintain that investigators had

sufficient evidence to name him a suspect, pointing to

meetings and directives involving Google’s products.

While they expressed that filing a pretrial motion is a

suspect’s right under Indonesian criminal procedure

law, AGO spokesman Anang Supriatna said the office is

ready to defend its decision in court, calling the motion

a useful check-and-balance mechanism. [Indonesia

Business Post] [The Jakarta Post]
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Indonesia: Palace revokes reporter’s

access amid critical questions on free

meals program

(gp/ms) Indonesia’s presidential palace has revoked

the reporting access of a CNN Indonesia journalist

following an exchange in which she asked President

Prabowo Subianto about food-poisoning cases linked

to the government’s free meals initiative. The move

drew an immediate response from Indonesia’s Press

Council, which urged the palace to restore access and

explain its reasoning, framing the decision as a test of

the country’s commitment to press freedom. A palace

spokesperson said the press bureau should resolve

the issue but did not provide details on the grounds for

revocation.

The incident unfolded after the journalist asked

whether the president had specific instructions for the

National Nutrition Agency overseeing the program.

Prabowo acknowledged the matter was “huge,” said he

would summon the agency, and cautioned against

politicizing early-stage shortcomings. Media present

had otherwise limited their questions to the

president’s recent overseas trip, heightening concern

that a legitimate policy query prompted the credential

action. The Press Council called for transparency and

for the immediate reinstatement of access to ensure

continued scrutiny of public programs. [Reuters]

The credential dispute comes as the government faces

mounting pressure over food safety in the free meals

scheme. Since its January launch, the program has

reported widespread illness among schoolchildren,

with one school seeing more than five hundred

students fall sick in what officials described as the

largest single outbreak so far. Health-focused civil

society groups, including the Network for Education

Watch and the Center for Indonesia’s Strategic

Development Initiatives, have urged a temporary

suspension pending a full evaluation. Advocates argue

that child safety should take precedence over political

timelines, even as the administration accelerates

rollout.

Officials have offered varying figures on the scale of

the problem. Media tallies place suspected cases at

more than six thousand since the roll-out, while the

National Nutrition Agency has recorded 4,711

implicated portions out of roughly one billion portions

served over nine months. The agency has apologized,

cited lapses in oversight, and announced corrective

steps, including banning processed foods in menus,

requiring kitchen health certifications, closing
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substandard kitchens, and coordinating inspections

with regulators and police. A senior official’s recent

defense of using shark meat in West Kalimantan on

affordability grounds further ignited debate over menu

standards.

At stake is a flagship social program budgeted at

roughly USD 10 billion for two thousand twenty-five.

The initiative has already reached more than twenty

million recipients and is intended to scale to eighty-

three million women and children by year end. How

the palace handles media access—and how the

government addresses safety gaps—will shape public

trust in both the program’s promise and the

administration’s tolerance for independent oversight.

[NBC] [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Parliament publishes book to

aligns with OECD standards, eyes stronger

transparency rules

(ms/nl) Indonesia’s House of Representatives (DPR) has

launched a BKSAP “Recommendation Book” to steer

parliamentary diplomacy and transparency. Beneath

the ceremony, three items have practical implications:

pushing accession to the OECD Anti-Bribery

Convention, scheduling domestic law updates

(including the Statistics Law), and setting open-

parliament commitments to widen public access to

parliamentary information.

The anti-bribery accession is the most concrete step.

Indonesia formally requested to join the OECD Anti-

Bribery Convention on July 2, 2025, making it the first

Southeast Asian state to do so. If carried through, the

DPR would need to legislate a stand-alone foreign

bribery offence, corporate liability, and stronger

enforcement—changes investors and compliance

teams track closely. The move also dovetails with

Indonesia’s broader OECD accession process.

Domestic legal alignment is the next lever. The

Recommendation Book signals revisions to laws—

notably the Statistics Law—to match international

standards and improve data quality and access. While

bill numbers and timelines weren’t announced, naming

target statutes indicates a work program the DPR can

translate into draft amendments. Effective statistical

reforms would strengthen evidence-based policy and

market analysis. Antara News Open-parliament

measures are the third track. BKSAP frames expanded

disclosure and public access as part of parliamentary

diplomacy and “open government parliament” efforts.

In practice, that could mean publishing more
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documents, votes and committee materials on a

routine schedule. Civil society has recently pressed the

DPR on transparency—from members’ income to

legislative deliberations—so codifying disclosure rules

would be a measurable test of intent.

However, the package lacks deadlines, draft text, and

enforcement blueprints. For anti-bribery, the key

unknowns are scope (who is covered), sanctions,

whistleblower protections, and resources for

prosecutors. For transparency, the delivery is specific

publication mandates and whether they’re binding.

[Antara]

Indonesia: Competition watchdog fines

TikTok USD 900 billion for late reporting of

Tokopedia deal

(gp) Indonesia’s antitrust regulator, the Business

Competition Supervisory Commission (KPPU), has fined

TikTok IDR 15 billion (USD 900,000) for failing to

promptly report its acquisition of Tokopedia. The deal,

completed in January 2024, saw TikTok secure a 75.01

percent stake in the e-commerce platform, with the

remainder held by GoTo. Under Indonesian law, TikTok

was required to notify KPPU within 30 business days of

the acquisition, but it missed the March 19, 2024

deadline.

KPPU revealed that TikTok Nusantara (SG) Pte. Ltd. —

the company handling the acquisition — did not deny

KPPU’s findings, and were “cooperative” during the

investigation. KPPU also noted TikTok’s clean

compliance history and willingness to work with

regulators, which contributed to a relatively moderate

penalty. Nevertheless, TikTok must pay the fine to the

state treasury within 30 days once the ruling becomes

binding. [Jakarta Globe]

The acquisition was crucial for TikTok, as it allowed

TikTok Shop to re-enter Indonesia’s market after the

government banned social media platforms from

conducting e-commerce directly in late 2023. By

separating its social media and e-commerce

operations, TikTok complied with new rules while

maintaining access to one of its largest global markets.

A TikTok spokesperson said they respect KPPU's

decision and remain committed to upholding the

principles of fair business competition. [Reuters]
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Indonesia: Police reform moves begin, but

transparency demands mount

(gp/ms) Indonesian officials say police reform is

underway after last month’s nationwide protests and

allegations of excessive force, but lawmakers and civic

groups argue the program lacks transparency,

measurable targets and external oversight.

Commissioner General Chryshnanda Dwilaksana, who

heads the Police Education and Training Institute, said

on September 23 that changes span bureaucratic

restructuring and a “value transformation” in how

officers are trained to understand their duties. The

stated aim is to learn from past mistakes, prevent

conflict escalation and improve services to victims and

justice seekers. Former Coordinating Minister for

Political, Legal and Security Affairs Mahfud MD has

outlined three pillars for the overhaul: institutional and

structural reform, upgraded equipment standards and

a reset of police training and culture. [Antara 1]

Those pledges follow protests in which rights groups

documented instances of heavy-handed crowd control.

In that context, the House of Representatives’ law and

security commission has urged the National Police

(Polri) to open the process to public participation,

bringing in independent experts and civil society to

shape priorities and monitor delivery. The

administration of President Prabowo Subianto has not

yet detailed how it will incorporate those requests.

For now, the government’s messaging centers on

intent rather than verifiable benchmarks. Officials have

not specified which regulations will be amended, which

training modules will be replaced, how equipment

standards will be set, or what disciplinary mechanisms

will change. There is also no public timeline for

implementation, publication of use-of-force data, or

commitment to independent investigations into

alleged abuses during the recent protests.  [Antara 2]

[Indonesia Business Post]

Indonesia: Government seeks bigger stake

in Freeport Mine Operator as license talks

accelerate

(gp/ms) Indonesia is moving to deepen state control

over PT Freeport Indonesia (PTFI), the operator of

Grasberg in Central Papua—one of the world’s largest

copper-and-gold deposits. PTFI is a joint venture:

Indonesia already owns 51 percent (mainly via the

state mining holding Mineral Industri Indonesia, or
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MIND ID), while the remaining shares are held by

Freeport-McMoRan, the United States–based parent

that contributes capital, technology, and operating

know-how. The government now wants at least 61

percent, effectively tightening its grip on a strategic

mineral asset as global demand for copper (a core

input for power grids, EVs, and data centers)

accelerates.

The timing is deliberate. Freeport-McMoRan is seeking

to extend PTFI’s license beyond 2041. Under a 2024

regulation, any long extension requires the company

to issue at least 10 percent of new, undiluted shares to

Indonesian state entities. “Undiluted” here means the

new slice must be calculated in a way that preserves

the economic weight of existing Indonesian holdings

rather than shrinking them through technicalities.

Jakarta is preparing an extension to 2061, with

President Prabowo Subianto instructing his team to

fast-track negotiations.

Speed matters because deep-level underground

mining is a decade-scale endeavor. Engineers must

sink shafts, develop stopes, and build ventilation,

tailings, and water-management systems—work that

typically takes ten to sixteen years. Without regulatory

certainty, officials warn production could peak around

2035 and then taper, risking a drop in export earnings,

local revenue, and high-skill employment tied to the

mine’s ecosystem of contractors and suppliers.

Price will be contentious. The energy minister has

argued the state should pay a “very cheap” price

because many assets on PTFI’s books are depreciated

—an accounting recognition of wear and tear.

Investors will counter that book value is not market

value: Grasberg’s remaining ore, replacement cost of

infrastructure, and copper-price expectations should

inform the valuation. Expect hard bargaining over how

much Indonesia pays, who exactly buys (MIND ID and

Papua’s regional-owned enterprises are earmarked),

and the timetable for cash versus staged payments.

The broader backdrop is resource nationalism with

pragmatism. Indonesia wants greater fiscal take, local

participation, and strategic control, but it also needs

Freeport’s engineering capacity and capital to keep

complex underground operations safe and productive.

The endgame, if talks succeed, is a larger Indonesian

stake plus a long-dated license—a trade that swaps

ownership for operating certainty in one of the world’s

marquee copper districts. [Antara] [Jakarta Global]

[The Jakarta Post]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-jlk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-jlu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-jrl/


Indonesia: 190 mining permits suspended

after compliance review

(ms) Indonesia has suspended 190 coal and mineral

mining permits following a sector-wide compliance

review that found failures to meet post-mining land

rehabilitation duties and instances of over-production

beyond approved quotas, according to deputy mining

minister Yuliot Tanjung, cited by state news agency

Antara. Officials did not specify the affected output,

and companies named in the action were not

immediately disclosed. As of late two thousand twenty-

four, Indonesia had more than 4,600 active mining

permits, suggesting the suspensions touch a minority

of license holders but signal a wider enforcement

push.

Under Indonesia’s mining framework, operators hold

either IUP (a standard mining business license) or IUPK

(a special mining license for state-designated or

strategic areas) and must follow an annual work plan

and budget—RKAB (the plan that caps production and

sets investment and environmental milestones).

Separate reclamation and post-mining obligations

require companies to fund and carry out approved

land-rehabilitation plans; failure to comply can trigger

sanctions ranging from fines to suspension or

revocation. The ministry said the latest action followed

a “comprehensive evaluation” by the Directorate

General of Minerals and Coal (the national mining

regulator within the energy ministry).

The move aligns with President Prabowo Subianto’s

pledge to curb illegal or non-compliant resource

extraction and to tighten oversight in strategic

commodities such as coal and nickel. In recent years,

the government has used RKAB approvals more

actively to manage supply and has warned that

environmental lapses will draw penalties.

Market impact will hinge on which mines are affected.

If suspensions skew toward smaller operators, near-

term supply effects could be limited; larger disruptions

would depend on whether suspended firms can

remedy shortfalls—such as topping up reclamation

guarantees and realigning output—swiftly enough to

regain operating status. Either way, the action raises

the compliance bar for the sector and underscores

regulators’ willingness to use license powers to enforce

environmental and production rules. [Reuters]

Indonesia: Private fuel retailer to lift

40,000 barrels from state cargo as
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government boosts supply to non-state

stations

(ms) Indonesia moved a step closer to easing gasoline

shortages at private forecourts after Vivo Energy

Indonesia agreed to purchase 40,000 barrels from a

100,000-barrel cargo imported by state energy firm

Pertamina, the company said. The deal is part of a

business-to-business arrangement handled by

Pertamina’s retail arm, Patra Niaga, with an

independent surveyor to verify quality and quantity

before delivery. Pertamina said it had also offered a

separate 16,000 kiloliter (~100,640 barrels) parcel to

private operators including Shell and BP-AKR as

distribution talks continue.

The purchase follows last week’s policy shift allowing

private retailers to import additional gasoline via

Pertamina, using the state firm’s unused import quota

to backstop supply after privately run stations began

running dry in late August. The energy ministry has

indicated that about 571,000 kiloliters from

Pertamina’s remaining 7.52 million-kiloliter quota could

be allocated to assist private distributors. Under the

fast-track mechanism, Pertamina can supply base

(unblended) gasoline while retailers add their own

additives, with joint surveying intended to keep

specifications and pricing transparent. Initial cargoes

were expected within roughly a week of the

announcement (see AiR No. 38, September/2025, 4).

Shortages at Shell, BP-AKR and Vivo stations intensified

this month as motorists shifted demand away from

Pertamina following a government probe into the

quality of Pertamina’s gasoline, putting unusual

pressure on private inventories. Shell has trimmed

operating hours at some outlets amid the squeeze. The

government previously lifted private import allowances

by 10 percent for 2025, but demand outpaced those

limits, prompting the new collaboration with Pertamina

rather than reopening individual import permits.

Beyond near-term logistics, the episode has revived

competition concerns. Indonesia’s antitrust agency

KPPU has warned that restrictions on unsubsidized

fuel imports have reduced consumer choice and may

encourage unfair practices that entrench Pertamina’s

dominance, despite the formal end of its retail

monopoly in 2004. Authorities frame the current

arrangement as an operational fix to stabilize supply,

with its duration contingent on how quickly the market

normalizes and on 2026 quota settings.

If additional private offtake follows Vivo’s lead, officials

expect queues to shorten and higher-octane grades to
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return to shelves at private stations in the coming

days. [Reuters]

Indonesia: 2026 budget sets 5.4 percent

growth goal, 2.68 percent deficit

(ms) Indonesia’s House of Representatives has

approved the 2026 State Budget, setting real GDP

growth at 5.4 percent and a fiscal deficit of 2.68

percent of GDP, however, foreign analysts signal doubt

about these goals.

The plan assumes 2.5 percent inflation, an exchange

rate of IDR 16,500 per US dollar, and a 6.9 percent ten-

year government bond yield. State revenue totals IDR

3,153.58 trillion (about USD 191.1 billion at the budget

rate), while expenditure is IDR 3,842.72 trillion (about

USD 232.9 billion), implying a deficit of IDR 689.15

trillion (about USD 41.8 billion). Central government

spending amounts to IDR 3,149.73 trillion (about USD

190.9 billion), comprising ministries at IDR 1,510.55

trillion (about USD 91.6 billion) and non-ministerial at

IDR 1,639.19 trillion (about USD 99.3 billion), with

transfers to regions of IDR 692.99 trillion (about USD

42.0 billion). Oil and gas assumptions include

Indonesian crude at USD 70 per barrel, oil lifting of

610,000 barrels per day, and gas of 984,000 barrels of

oil equivalent per day. Welfare targets aim to reduce

the open unemployment rate to 4.44–4.96 percent,

bring poverty down to 6.5–7.5 percent, and cut

extreme poverty to between 0 and 0.5 percent,

alongside improvements in the Human Capital and

Farmers’ Welfare indices.

The new fiscal framework is set against a more

cautious long-term outlook from BMI, a Fitch Solutions

unit. In a recent assessment, BMI projects Indonesia’s

economy will expand by an average 4.8 percent

through 2034, below President Prabowo Subianto’s 8

percent goal and slightly under the roughly 5.1 percent

non-pandemic average of the past decade. BMI cites

intensified external headwinds, including higher United

States tariffs, and domestic structural challenges such

as high youth unemployment and eroding

manufacturing competitiveness. The garments

industry, in particular, faces pressure from trade

barriers in key export markets and increased

competition from cheaper Chinese imports at home—

trends that could restrain investment and job creation.

BMI also highlights institutional risks, pointing to an

expansion of military influence that could weigh on

investor confidence. On BMI’s trajectory, GDP per

capita would reach about USD 7,070 by 2034,
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suggesting Indonesia remains in the upper-middle-

income bracket unless productivity accelerates

meaningfully.

Taken together, the 2026 budget underscores a

stability-first approach—active but disciplined fiscal

support with a modest deficit—while the BMI analysis

frames the medium-term task: lift productivity, rebuild

tradable-sector competitiveness, deepen human-

capital investment, and bolster institutional

predictability to bend growth closer to official

aspirations. [Bloomberg] [Indonesia Business Post]

[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Central bank reports USD 162

million in FDI losses in late September

(gp) On September 27, Bank Indonesia (BI) announced

that the country recorded net foreign capital outflows

of IDR 2.71 trillion (USD 162 million) from its domestic

financial markets in late September. Between

September 22–25, non-resident investors posted net

sales of IDR 2.16 trillion in government securities (SBN)

and IDR 5.06 trillion in Bank Indonesia Rupiah

Securities (SRBI) — although these losses were mostly

offset by net purchases of IDR 4.51 trillion in the equity

market.

Year-to-date, capital outflows remain substantial, with

foreign investors pulling IDR 51.34 trillion from equities

and IDR 128.85 trillion from SRBI, although SBN has

attracted net inflows of IDR 36.25 trillion. These latest

figures emphasize the highly volatile state of

Indonesia’s capital markets, spurred on by domestic

political instability, and waning international faith. As

of September 25, Indonesia’s five-year credit default

swap (CDS) spread rose to 83.18 basis points,

compared with 69.59 points a week prior, reflecting

increased risk perception. Meanwhile, the rupiah

weakened, opening at IDR 16,750 per US dollar on

September 26 — compared to IDR 16,735 one day

before. [Antara]

While a BI spokesman has since stated, “Bank

Indonesia continues to strengthen coordination with

the government and relevant authorities while

optimizing the policy mix to support Indonesia’s

external resilience,” the central bank’s plan to do so

appears murky at best. Ultimately, if President

Prabowo Subianto cannot reverse these capital

outflows, these continued losses will not bode well for

his administration’s aggressive economic growth

targets, which appear increasingly unrealistic with each

passing month. [Jakarta Globe]
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Indonesia: SOEs ministry to downgrade

under sovereign state fund

(gp) Indonesia is set to overhaul the governance of its

state-owned enterprises (SOEs) by downgrading the

SOEs Ministry into an agency, transferring most

operational functions to the country’s sovereign wealth

fund, Danantara. According to House of

Representatives (DPR) Deputy Speaker Sufmi Dasco

Ahmad, the new SOEs agency will remain institutionally

separate from Danantara — holding Series A

(dwiwarna) shares and approving regulations — while

Danantara continues to manage assets, dividends,

restructurings, and investment plans across

Indonesia’s nearly 900 SOEs. The move follows

President Prabowo’s September 19 appointment of

Deputy SOEs Minister Dony Oskaria as interim SOEs

minister after Erick Thohir was removed from the

position. [VOI]

The bill revising the SOEs Law would also explicitly

empower the Supreme Audit Agency (BPK) to audit

SOEs, remove carve-outs that kept SOE executives

from being treated as state officials, and formalize a

Constitutional Court (MK) ruling that prohibits

government officials from holding concurrent posts as

SOE commissioners. According to Ahmad, the bill is

being shaped by extensive public input and aims to

reflect current governance needs. Lawmakers plan to

finalize the revision before the legislative session ends

on October 2. [Antara] [The Jakarta Post]

Additonally the DPR Commission VI is fast-tracking the

SOE Law revision to reflect the shift of functions to

Danantara, clarify that SOE profits/losses are corporate

results (separating SOE assets from state finances),

and embed a business-judgment rule while retaining

liability for corruption. It also codifies MK rulings

limiting concurrent posts, preserves BPK/KPK

oversight, targets passage this year, and flags a

separate Danantara bill for 2026 to formalize the new

SOE Management Agency (BP BUMN) distinct from

Danantara. [Indonesia Business Post]

Indonesia: Government expands housing

stimulus with interest subsidies and VAT

exemptions through 2026

(gp/ms) Indonesia is rolling out a two-track housing

stimulus that pairs loan-interest subsidies for small

developers and households with an extension of value-
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added tax (VAT) exemptions on home purchases

through 2026. The combined measures aim to

accelerate President Prabowo Subianto’s goal of

building three million affordable homes a year, while

supporting construction and related industries amid a

persistent housing gap.

Under a finance ministry decree that took effect, the

state will cover 5 percent of the interest on loans taken

by small-scale developers for up to five years.

Households can receive between 5.5 percent and 10

percent interest support for five years on loans up to

IDR 500 million (about USD 30,000) used to build or

renovate homes. To ensure banks have capacity to

lend, the government has placed IDR 200 trillion (about

USD 12 billion) with state lenders and directed them to

channel credit into the property sector.

Complementing the credit support, the finance

ministry has extended VAT exemptions through 2026.

The state will cover VAT capped at IDR 2 billion (about

USD 120,000) on homes priced up to IDR 5 billion

(about USD 300,000). The policy, originally set to expire

at end-2025, applies to Indonesian citizens and eligible

foreign nationals under property rules, but is limited to

one residential unit per buyer. The benefit does not

apply if a down payment was made before the

regulation took effect or if the property is resold within

one year.

Officials frame the package as a fiscally efficient way to

mobilize private lending rather than rely on direct

grants, targeting structural bottlenecks in a market

serving roughly 280 million people. Indonesia faces an

affordable-housing backlog estimated in the tens of

millions of units, driven by urbanization, population

growth, and land-cost inflation. While large developers

dominate major cities, small builders—crucial in

secondary cities and rural areas—often face high

borrowing costs that constrain supply. For households,

mortgage rates commonly sit in the high single to low

double digits annually; sharing the interest burden

effectively lowers borrowing costs and is intended to

spur both new construction and home improvements.

Economists caution that execution will be decisive.

Clear eligibility rules, prudent bank underwriting, and

monitoring are needed to avoid credit misallocation

into speculative projects and to manage fiscal

exposure if uptake is stronger than expected. If

implemented well, policymakers say the combined

interest-subsidy and VAT relief could narrow the

housing gap, lift construction activity, and strengthen

supply chains—from cement and steel to transport

and services—through 2026. [Antara] [Jakarta Globe]

[Reuters]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-jyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-jyt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-jyi/


Indonesia: Government finalizes mutual

recognition deal with world’s largest

voluntary carbon standard

(ms) Indonesia’s Ministry of Environment and Forestry

and the Environmental Fund Management Agency are

in final review of a Mutual Recognition Agreement

(MRA) with Verra, with signing expected in early

October. Officials state the MRA would provide for

mutual recognition of methodologies, accreditation

processes and registry entries, allowing eligible

projects in Indonesia to issue credits that are

acceptable in both the national system and Verra’s

registry.

The arrangement follows Indonesia’s recent market

build-out, including a national registry for mitigation

outcomes and the IDXCarbon exchange under

financial-sector oversight. Under the MRA, developers

could apply pre-agreed Verra methodologies through

Indonesia’s approval process, aligning measurement,

reporting and verification and potentially reducing

processing times. Credits may carry joint labels,

enabling listing and retirement domestically while

remaining recognizable in Verra’s market.

Potential effects include broader buyer access and

more consistent documentation for projects,

particularly in land-use and forestry categories that

Indonesia has identified for scale-up. Core safeguards

would still apply under Indonesian rules; the financial

regulator and line ministry would retain responsibility

for domestic listing, disclosure and retirement

procedures. [Indonesia Business Post]

Indonesia: security forces evacuate

survivors of rebel attack on gold miners in

Papua

(nl) Indonesian security forces evacuated four gold

panners who survived an armed attack by a separatist

group at an illegal mining site in Bingki, Yahukimo

District, Papua Highlands Province. The survivors, who

had hidden in the forest after the September 21

assault that killed two of their companions, were

rescued during an operation that came under fire from

the attackers, though no additional casualties were

reported. They were later taken to Dekai for medical

checks and questioning.
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Police reported that the attackers belonged to the

West Papua National Liberation Army (referred to by

authorities as KKB), specifically the Kodap XVII

Yahukimo faction led by Kopitua Heluka. The incident

followed earlier reports that five other miners had

been killed in two separate attacks in the same area on

September 21 and 22. Evacuation of the victims’ bodies

has been hampered by ongoing gunfire, heavy rain,

and flooding in the remote, forested terrain.

Authorities noted that the Yahukimo faction had

previously been linked to an April assault in Bingki that

killed 16 miners. Armed groups in Papua have

increasingly targeted both civilians and state personnel

in recent years, employing hit-and-run tactics and

attacks on workers, teachers, drivers, and even aircraft

to assert their presence and spread fear. [Antara]

Laos: Household power bills to rise in Q4

as free-electricity program for very low

users ends

(ms) Laos will modify household electricity bills for

October–December 2025, raising the transmission

component by 0.7 US cents per kilowatt-hour for Tier

1–Tier 3 customers and ending the free-electricity

program for homes consuming up to 25 kWh per

month. No detailed rationale accompanied the notice.

State utility Electricité du Laos (EDL) said it is

continuing talks with independent power producers to

reduce purchase costs.

In EDL’s tariff structure, Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 are

residential consumption brackets used to apply

different per-kWh rates: Tier 1 covers very low-use

households (often poorer or rural), Tier 2 represents

average household consumption, and Tier 3 covers

higher residential usage still below commercial or

industrial levels. Prices typically step up from Tier 1 to

Tier 3, so the announced 0.7-cent increase on the

transmission charge will lift bills across all basic

residential tiers.

Authorities paired the adjustment with measures to

encourage renewable uptake—including rooftop solar,

wind and biomass—and demand-side conservation,

with public awareness campaigns aimed at younger

consumers. Officials described the package as part of

efforts to support reliability, cost control and system

sustainability heading into 2026.

System context. EDL sits at the center of plans to

strengthen Laos’s grid and regional links. A recent

memorandum of understanding between the Lao
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Front for National Construction and CGN Energy

Technology (Laos) outlines cooperation on a clean-

energy roadmap spanning generation, transmission,

consumption and storage. Objectives include reducing

bottlenecks and line losses, adding storage to smooth

hydropower seasonality and integrate more

solar/wind, and reinforcing interconnectors for cross-

border trade. The MOU is non-binding; progress will

depend on project economics, regulatory approvals

and EDL’s execution capacity. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Sekong Province ramps up skills

training as energy sector expands

(ms) Authorities in Sekong province are stepping up

workforce development to meet rising labour demand

from wind, hydropower, and coal projects. Between

2021 and 2025, Sekong issued 1,858 foreign work

permits (mostly to Vietnamese nationals), while nearly

2,000 locals completed vocational training and 200+

secured jobs. Officials also reviewed 300+ workplaces

for compliance and added 1,500+ workers to social

security, surpassing targets.

Located in southeastern Laos on the fringe of the

Bolaven Plateau and bordering Vietnam, Sekong sits

along prospective transmission corridors that support

Laos’s strategy to become a regional electricity hub.

The province combines hydropower potential with

promising ridge-top wind resources, making timely

access to skilled technicians, electricians, welders, HSE

officers, and project coordinators essential to keep

projects on schedule and capture more local value.

Looking ahead to the 2026–2030 plan, Sekong will

expand employer-linked training, improve job

placement, and promote rural entrepreneurship

around project supply chains. The goal is to translate

energy investment into stable, skilled, better-paying

jobs for local communities while supporting national

power-export ambitions. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Inflation eases to 4.5 percent in

September as exports hold up, growth still

subdued

(ms) Laos’ inflation cooled to 4.5 percent year on year

in September, easing from 5.0 percent in August,

according to the Lao Statistics Bureau. The Consumer

Price Index (CPI) stood at 256.9, roughly 11 points

higher than a year earlier, indicating prices are still
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rising but at a slower pace. Average inflation for

January–September was 8.8 percent.

Price pressures remain uneven across categories.

Housing, water, electricity and cooking fuel posted a

14.8 percent annual rise, while other goods and

services climbed 18.2 percent, and healthcare and

medicine rose 12.9 percent. Education increased 9.7

percent; household goods and clothing and footwear

added 7.3 percent each; alcohol and tobacco rose 7.0

percent; restaurants and hotels were up 6.4 percent;

recreation and leisure gained 4.9 percent.

Communication and transportation advanced 3.3

percent, and food and non-alcoholic beverages were

up 1.9 percent.

On the fiscal side, officials reported the government

has collected about LAK 47,000 billion (around USD

2.16 billion) so far this year—69 percent of the full-year

2025 target—keeping revenue performance “on track.”

The external sector continues to provide support: crop

and vegetable exports reached nearly 325,000 tons

valued at USD 88 million, while livestock exports added

USD 1.16 million, supplying foreign exchange.

Despite softer inflation and steady exports, the near-

term outlook remains cautious. International

institutions—including the World Bank, Asian

Development Bank and the ASEAN+3 Macroeconomic

Research Office—project 3.5 to 4.4 percent growth,

citing persistent headwinds from high public debt,

inflation and currency movements, alongside financing

pressures. The World Bank estimates public debt at

about 116 percent of GDP, underscoring limited policy

space. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Five-year transport push to upgrade

roads, rail and dry ports

Laos has launched a five-year roadmap to modernize

transport infrastructure, targeting 500 km of highway

upgrades, expanded rail links to Vietnam and Thailand,

and new dry ports to lower logistics costs and

strengthen regional connectivity. Deputy Minister of

Public Works and Transport Ngampasong Muangmany

said the plan will bring key corridors up to ASEAN

heavy-freight standards—allowing up to 11 tons per

axle—backed by tighter truck-weight enforcement and

improved expressway management.

Priority works include upgrading National Road 13

South from Thakhek to the Naphao border gate, bridge

packages on Roads 8 and 20 in Bolikhamxay and

Champasack, and rehabilitation of disaster-hit Road 8.
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Three ongoing projects near completion: the

Xiengman–Luang Prabang Mekong bridge, local

highways linking Khammouane–Savannakhet–

Salavanh, and bridges along Road 13 South.

Preparations continue for the 6th Lao–Thai Friendship

Bridge (Salavanh–Ubon Ratchathani) and Road 18B to

the Vietnam border.

Rail is central: authorities will address operational

issues on the Laos–China Railway, advance the Laos–

Vietnam corridor via Vientiane–Thakhek–Naphao to

Vũng Áng port, and progress studies for Vientiane–

Champasack and Savannakhet routes. Logistics

capacity will expand via dry ports in Thakhek, Huayxai,

and Luang Prabang, paired with revised service fees

and stronger cross-border monitoring.

The program—using public funds and private

investment—aims to harden climate-vulnerable

corridors, cut freight costs, and integrate road, rail,

river, and passenger services through port upgrades

and improved route management. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Over 43 million tourists targeted by

2030

(ms) Laos aims to attract more than 43 million tourists

between 2026 and 2030—21 million domestic and 22

million international—generating about USD 13 billion

in revenue, Culture and Tourism Minister Suansavanh

Viyaket told the Party Congress on September 25.

The plan focuses on upgrading infrastructure at key

sites, adding new attractions, and improving facilities

along major routes linking provinces and neighboring

countries, alongside skills development for tourism

workers. In the near term, Laos targets 4.3 million

international visitors by end-2025 after welcoming 3+

million in the first eight months, a 15 percent year-on-

year rise.

Tourism already accounts for about 5 percent of GDP

in Laos, and the World Bank estimates it could rise to

around 10 percent with the right investments and

reforms. Before the pandemic, broader travel-and-

tourism activity (direct + indirect) averaged about 12.5

percent of GDP in 2016–2019, underscoring the

sector’s potential to drive services growth and jobs.

[The Laotian Times]
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Malaysia: Prime Minister confirms to

increase parliamentary seats of Sabah

and Sarawak

(tl) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced plans to

increase the parliamentary seats of Sabah and

Sarawak, making the first such adjustment since 1993,

following the request under 1963 Malaysia agreement.

Speaking at a gathering in Sabah, Anwar told that the

Sabah State Legislative Assembly is expected to be

dissolved by 11 November, ahead of state elections.

He also highlighted that under the Unity Government,

Sabah was given the highest budget allocation in

history, MYR 6.7 billion (USD 1.5 billion) in Budget 2025

to address the regional development gaps and local

needs.

Moreover, he pledged more targeted spending, MYR

39 million (USD 8.5 million) for flood mitigation in

Sabah. [Malay Mail]

The Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63) was the treaty

that formed Malaysia in September 1963, uniting

Malaya, Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore (left in 1965). It

outlined constitutional, political, and administrative

arrangements to safeguard the rights and autonomy of

Sabah and Sarawak.

Over the decades, Sabah and Sarawak leaders have

often raised concerns that their rights under MA63

were eroded or not fully honored. To address this, the

federal government established the MA63

Implementation Action Council in 2018, chaired by the

Prime Minister and joined by Sabah and Sarawak

leaders. The council resolves MA63 issues and

monitors the implementation of agreements. [Daily

Express]

Malaysia: Internal rift in Malaysian United

Indigenous Party reignites

(dql) Internal tensions within the opposition party Parti

Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (Bersatu; Malaysian United

Indigenous Party) have resurfaced, after a supreme

council member publicly criticized secretary-general

Azmin Ali, labeling him as unsuitable for leadership.

The remarks prompted other party members on

September 30 to call for disciplinary action against

Wan Saiful Wan Jan, the Tasik Gelugor MP, who had

spoken out against Azmin the day before.
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The dispute comes weeks after a public display of

dissent against party president Muhyiddin Yassin

during Bersatu’s annual general meeting (AGM) on

September 6, which analysts said could weaken his

standing as the party’s prime ministerial candidate

ahead of Malaysia’s next general election (see AiR No.

36, September/2025, 2).

At a press briefing on September 29, Wan Saiful stated

that Azmin should not hold a leadership role in Bersatu

while the controversy over a leaked video from 2019

remains unresolved. The video allegedly showed

Azmin, then Minister of Economic Affairs, in sexual acts

with another man. Haziq Aziz, affiliated at the time

with Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR; People's Justice Party),

identified himself and Azmin in the clip, claiming it was

recorded at the Four Points Hotel in Sabah during the

Sandakan by-election.

Azmin has consistently denied the allegations, calling

them a plot to damage his political career. In January

2020, then-Attorney General Tommy Thomas said no

prosecution would take place due to poor video quality

preventing facial recognition. Azmin later joined

Bersatu in 2020. [Free Malaysia Today] [Channel News

Asia]

Wan Saiful added that while political attacks should be

defended against, issues of alleged moral misconduct

render an individual unsuitable for Bersatu leadership.

He also accused Azmin and Bersatu information chief

Tun Faisal Ismail Aziz of intimidating division leaders

allegedly involved in a plot to remove Muhyiddin from

the presidency.

The ongoing public disagreements, analysts say, could

tarnish Bersatu’s image among voters and provide

leverage to political rivals. At the recent AGM, some

delegates openly heckled Muhyiddin, urging him to

step down as party president.

Malaysia: Government unveils

Nationhood Fellows program to

strengthen nation-building agenda 

(tl) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced the

upcoming Felo Kenegaraan (Nationhood Fellows)

program, designed to bring together experts and

prominent figures from academia, professional

sectors, youth, community leadership, and arts and

culture.

The initiative, which was the key topic discussed at the

National Council Board of Governance Meeting, aims
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to position the fellows as strategic partners and

thinkers in shaping Malaysia’s nation-building agenda

and national training efforts, helping the government

craft and implement a comprehensive, and forward-

looking nation-building strategy. [Malay Mail]

National Council Board of Governance Meeting is a

strategic forum convened by Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim, to discuss and steer national development

initiatives aligned with the Malaysia MADANI

framework— a comprehensive national governance

and development philosophy introduced Anwar

Ibrahim, aimed at guiding Malaysia’s social, economic,

and political policies.

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar

announces 24/7 workers protection

scheme 

(tl) Speaking at World Social Security Forum 2025,

Prime Minister announced that Malaysia will introduce

the Non-Employment Injury Scheme, which will extend

protection to workers round-the-clock, including

accidents outside of office hours. The initiative

responds to the rise of remote and flexible work

arrangements, aimed at ensuring safeguards reflect

modern working realities.

The plan builds on earlier proposals by the Human

Resources Ministry for a Non-Occupational Accident

Scheme (SKBBK) and will broaden coverage to informal

workers, gig workers, and homemakers. 

Anwar also highlighted Malaysia’s preparations for an

ageing society, with one in seven citizens projected to

be over 60 by 2030. He stressed the importance of

valuing older Malaysians’ contributions, implementing

digital systems for better social protection delivery,

and ensuring inclusivity for remote communities.

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: NGOs call for independent

information commission to strengthen

right to information

(dql) A coalition of over 50 NGOs and activists,

including the Centre for Independent Journalism,

Article 19, and Sinar Project, has urged the

establishment of an independent information

commission under the forthcoming Freedom of

Information (FOI) Act. The group emphasized that such
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a commission, reporting directly to Parliament, is

essential for ensuring public access to information and

preventing arbitrary denial by government bodies.

The proposed commission should be empowered to

resolve appeals, mandate disclosures, enforce

proactive publication standards, and raise public

awareness of information rights. Its effectiveness

hinges on appointing commissioners of integrity with

expertise in law, human rights, or transparency,

through a transparent parliamentary process that

ensures gender balance and stakeholder inclusion.

Civil servants and political party members should be

excluded to maintain independence.

The coalition warned that without a binding oversight

mechanism, the government would remain both

gatekeeper and arbiter, creating conflicts of interest

that could undermine the FOI law’s credibility. They

also stressed the need for complementary legal

reforms, including revising the Official Secrets Act, the

Penal Code, the Whistleblower Protection Act, and the

Personal Data Protection Act, as well as removing

broadly worded secrecy clauses in other legislation.

Finally, public bodies should adopt clear disclosure

guidelines, train staff on transparency obligations, and

provide accessible channels for public information

requests, ensuring the FOI law delivers meaningful

accountability and openness. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Health ministry plans

nationwide vape ban by 2026

(ga) The Ministry of Health (MOH) plans to ban the sale

of electronic cigarettes and vapes by mid-2026, with

full implementation expected by the second half of

that year. The ban will be phased, beginning with

restrictions on open-system devices before extending

to all vape products. A Cabinet Memorandum is being

drafted to ensure effective enforcement of the policy.

In addition, the MOH intends to propose expanding

the SARA Appreciation Aid to include fruits and

vegetables, aiming to promote healthier eating habits

among Malaysians. The SARA Appreciation Aid is a one-

off MYR 100 (USD 21) credit automatically loaded onto

the national identification card of every Malaysian

citizen aged 18 and above for use on essential goods.

Currently, SARA recipients can redeem essential items

from 14 categories, including rice, bread, cooking oil,

flour, biscuits, instant noodles, beverages, personal
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hygiene products, cleaning supplies, household goods,

medicines, and school supplies. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Renewable energy target to be

achieved by end of year 

(tl) Malaysia is steadily advancing toward its renewable

energy (RE) goals, with clean energy now accounting

for 30 percent of the country’s electricity mix—just shy

of the 31 percent target set for the end of 2025.

Deputy Prime Minister and Energy Transition Minister

Fadillah Yusof noted that since the introduction of the

National Energy Transition Roadmap (NETR) in mid-

2023, approvals have been granted for roughly 5.5

gigawatts of new RE capacity, valued at USD 4.4 billion,

alongside commitments of at least USD 5.5 billion from

both public and private investors.

In addition, the government has set aside USD 440

million as seed funding for energy initiatives, passed

the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Act 2023, and

tabled the Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage Bill

2025.

Fadillah made the comments during the launch of

Malaysia’s first residential solar program in Selangor,

which features a rooftop leasing model enabling

households to generate income while supporting

national green energy objectives. The project is an

early component of the Community Renewable Energy

Aggregation Mechanism (CREAM), which works

alongside larger-scale solar procurement and

initiatives allowing third parties to supply green

electricity to consumers.

Additionally, the Corporate Renewable Energy Supply

Scheme (CRESS), introduced in 2024, permits

businesses to buy or sell green power via the national

grid. Looking ahead, Malaysia aims to increase the

share of renewable energy in its mix to 35 percent by

2030. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: 2026 Budget to prioritize key

reforms in housing, education, and

healthcare

(dql) Malaysia’s 2026 budget, set to be presented in

Parliament by Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim on

October 10, is expected to focus on housing,

education, and health sector reforms as unveiled by
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Finance Minister II Amir Hamzah Azizan at the launch

of the Economic and Public Finance Week 2025.

He added that these reforms are central to the

government’s vision of boosting national development

and positioning Malaysia as a high-income nation by

2030.

Amir also expressed confidence in Malaysia’s economic

trajectory, highlighting a 4.4 percent GDP growth in the

first half of 2025, with inflation held at 1.3 percent,

down from 1.9 percent last year. [Free Malaysia Today]

The Economic and Public Finance Week 2025 (MEKA

2025) is a significant event in Malaysia aimed at

fostering collaboration among the public sector,

academia, and the private sector to drive the

successful implementation of the 13th Malaysia Plan.

The 13th Malaysia Plan (13MP) is the country’s

medium-term five-year national development

blueprint, outlining the country’s strategic priorities,

policies, and programs for 2026-2030 to promote

sustainable economic growth and social well-being.

Malaysia: Police seize fentanyl, bust

international drug syndicate

(ga) Police have disclosed that they have dismantled an

international drug syndicate with the seizure of more

than 1,000 kg of fentanyl and other narcotics worth

MYR 32.14 million  (USD 6.75 million) during raids in

Negeri Sembilan, Melaka, and Selangor on August 19

and 23. The operations also led to the arrest of eight

suspects, comprising four local men, two foreign men,

and two women, aged between 19 and 55.

In Operation Black Ash, police confiscated 961.8 kg of

liquid fentanyl valued at MYR 30.7 million (USD 6.45

million), marking the first such seizure in Malaysia.

Investigations revealed the drug, stronger than

morphine and heroin, was smuggled through Port

Klang using false cargo declarations and intended for

local distribution and export. The fentanyl was

processed into powder for pills and liquid for

electronic cigarettes.

Operation Black Wood, conducted on August 23,

resulted in the seizure of 75.09 kg of drugs including

ecstasy, ketamine, MDMA, and eramin 5 pills, valued at

MYR 2.7 million (USD 567,000). Additional special

operations in August and September, including Ops

Ceylon, Ops Blackbutt, Ops Black Birch, and Ops

Cengal, seized various drugs including
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methamphetamine, with a combined weight of over

700 kg.

In total, six operations netted 1,706.35 kg of narcotics

valued at MYR 54.18 million (USD 11.38 million) and

resulted in the arrest of 24 individuals, including 17

local men, five foreigners, and two women. Police

confirmed the syndicate had been active for nearly 10

months. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Authorities open cases against

ethnic groups, Telegram channels, and

individuals for alleged election disruption

(su)  The Ministry of Home Affairs announced on

September 25 that lawsuits have been filed against

officials of the Karen National Union (KNU), the

Chinland group, several Telegram channels, and

individuals accused of attempting to disrupt or incite

against the December general election.

According to the ministry, KNU Chairman Padoh Saw

Kwe Htoo Win was charged on August 29 for a speech

posted on the group’s Facebook page, with eleven

additional KNU members later charged on August 30.

Separately, 17 members of the Chinland group in

Thantlang Township, Chin State, were charged on

September 4 following speeches delivered in late

August.

Authorities also reported multiple arrests of social

media users and operators. These include the

administrators of the “Hlaing Info” and “Khit Thit

Media” Telegram channels, along with Facebook users

and residents in Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon, Mandalay,

Kyaukpyu, and Loikaw accused of posting or

distributing anti-election materials. Several youths

aged 14–18 were detained in Loikaw on September 14.

The ministry further stated that four people are being

pursued under Section 24(b) of the Elections

Prevention and Control Act in connection with the

abduction of the Thaton Township chairperson of the

People’s Pioneer Party—founded in 2019 by a former

National League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker—in

Mon State. It also reported a September 4 case filed

against Arakan Army and People’s Defense Force units

for allegedly dropping a bomb on election officials in

Ayeyarwady Region on August 27 while they were

conducting voting awareness programs. [Eleven Media

Group]
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Myanmar: Military proxy party fields over

1,000 candidates for December election

(su) The Union Solidarity and Development Party

(USDP), widely regarded as the junta’s political proxy,

has registered more than 1,000 candidates for the

December–January general election, according to the

Union Election Commission. The figure accounts for

over one-fifth of the roughly 4,900 candidates

registered by 57 parties and independents. Six parties

will contest nationwide, while 51 others will field

candidates at the state and regional levels.

The USDP’s total nearly doubles the candidate

numbers of its closest rivals, including the National

Unity Party (694), the People’s Pioneer Party (672), and

the Shan and Nationalities Democratic Party (584). The

People’s Party has registered 512 candidates. Junta

chief Min Aung Hlaing has directed more than 20

senior officials, including former and serving generals

and cabinet ministers, to contest under the USDP’s

banner.

The USDP, founded by ex-generals ahead of the 2010

election, has historically served as the military’s

electoral vehicle, winning the 2010 polls but suffering

defeats to the National League for Democracy in 2015

and 2020. The junta nullified the 2020 results following

its seizure of power in February 2021.

On September 21, one day before the registration

deadline, the election commission reduced the

minimum number of constituencies national parties

must contest from half to one-quarter, following the

dissolution of four parties that failed to meet

registration requirements. The first phase of polling is

scheduled for December 28 across 102 townships,

many of which are affected by ongoing conflict. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Chin Brotherhood vows to

resist election

(anl) On 25 September, the Chin Brotherhood declared

opposition to the planned elections, vowing to take

decisive action against any attempt to hold polling in

areas under its control. It pledged to coordinate with

allied resistance forces nationwide to block the polls.

The Military Commission has announced plans to hold

elections in three towns in Chin State, including

Matupi, Mindat, and Kanpetlet while excluding

Kyindwe. However, it clarified that these towns would
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not be included in the first phase of polling, which is

scheduled to begin on 28 December this year.

The Chin Brotherhood currently controls the towns of

Matupi, Mindat, Kanpetlet, Falam, and Kyindwe in Chin

State, where it has vowed to prevent any attempts by

the junta to stage elections. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta limits job passports for

use in Thailand only

(anl) On September 25, the Ministry of Home Affairs

began stamping Passports for Job (PJs) with the words

“Passport for Thailand Only”, making them valid

exclusively for use in Thailand. The change was

introduced without warning or explanation, according

to visa service agencies and migrant workers. The

move means Myanmar migrants in Thailand who

convert their Certificate of Identity (CI) to a PJ can no

longer use it to travel to third countries.

The CI, issued to undocumented workers to prove

citizenship, allows registration for Thai work visas and

permits and permits travel only between Thailand and

Myanmar. By contrast, PJs have previously been valid

for both international travel and Thai work permits.

Since the 2021 coup, large numbers of Myanmar

nationals—particularly youth—have fled due to civil

war, insecurity, economic collapse, human rights

abuses, and conscription fears. According to the

International Organization for Migration, the number

of Myanmar migrants in Thailand has grown from 3.6

million to 4 million since 2021. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: International Federation of

Journalists demands release of detained

journalist

(su) The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and

the Myanmar Journalists Network (MJN) have called on

the Arakan Army (AA) to release Mu Dra, a journalist

with the Border News Agency (BNA), who was abducted

from her home in Maungdaw, Rakhine State, on

September 20. According to her outlet, she remains

under interrogation at the AA’s Intelligence Office.

Mu Dra has reported extensively on human rights

abuses in Rakhine, including forced recruitment,

abductions, and violence against minority

communities. BNA said her detention undermines
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efforts to highlight the voices of ethnic and religious

minorities and urged her release on humanitarian

grounds.

Since the February 2021 coup, at least seven

journalists have been killed, and more than 220 have

been detained, according to monitoring organizations.

[Mizzima]

Myanmar: Prime minister announces

relaxation of visa rules to boost tourism

(su) Prime Minister U Nyo Saw announced on

September 27 that Myanmar is easing visa

requirements to attract more international tourists.

The statement was made during a ceremony in Nay Pyi

Taw marking World Tourism Day 2025.

Nyo Saw said the government is promoting Myanmar

abroad through participation in international tourism

exhibitions, familiarization tours, and digital

campaigns. He emphasized the role of small and

medium-sized enterprises in developing tourism

products, as well as the importance of adopting green

energy and aligning with ASEAN tourism standards.

Highlighting Myanmar’s potential as a resource-rich

destination, the prime minister called for sustainable

tourism development through good governance,

strategic planning, and innovation. He also described

tourism as not only an economic driver but also a

sector that creates cultural exchange, social benefits,

and employment opportunities.

At the event, awards were presented to foreign-

invested and joint-venture hotels for service

performance, alongside prizes for winners of national

essay, article, and photography competitions. The

ceremony was attended by senior government

officials, foreign diplomats, tourism experts, and

private sector representatives. [Eleven Media Group]

Myanmar: Kalay residents struggle amid

prolonged phone and internet blackout

(anl) Residents of Kalay Township in the northwestern

Sagaing Region, have reported that daily life has been

severely disrupted by phone and internet outages that

began on 13 September. Locals reported that calls

technically connect but voices cannot be heard, while

text messaging has been down for 12 days.
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The blackout comes amid heavy fighting in northern

Kalay, with residents suspect the junta deliberately cut

communications to restrict frontline news, though a

local People’s Defence Force claimed the disruption

was caused by damaged cables along the Kalaywa–Ye-

U road. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Ta’ang National Liberation

Army arrests alleged junta spies

(anl) The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has

arrested more than ten members of the Military Affairs

Security (MAS)—formally known as the Office of the

Chief of Military Security Affairs—and junta informants

accused of gathering intelligence in Kyaukme and

Hsipaw townships, northern Shan State.

According to the TNLA, the arrests were made during

random inspections by the Ta’ang Township Police and

other related departments. Those detained were

allegedly collecting information on TNLA checkpoints,

troop numbers, weapons, and bases in areas

controlled by the Palaung State Liberation Front (PSLF),

the TNLA’s political wing.

The group stated that the junta relied on such

intelligence to plan airstrikes and assess their impact.

Informants were also tasked with monitoring road

conditions and supply routes that could enable military

advances into TNLA-held areas.

The TNLA said the alleged spies operated in disguise,

posing as wealthy residents, beggars, or tourists, and

entered towns on foot or by motorbike, bus, or car.

They reportedly exchanged information through

signals and meetings at tea shops, betel stalls, and

public toilets before sending updates via Viber,

Facebook, WeChat, and Telegram. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Senior junta officer killed in

battle with PDFs in Sagaing Region

(su) A five-hour clash between junta forces and

resistance fighters on September 22 in Sagaing Region

left multiple soldiers dead, including a lieutenant

colonel, a lieutenant, and several sergeants, according

to the Khin-U Township People’s Administration Team.

Two soldiers were captured during the fighting, which

took place on the border of Khin-U and Shwebo

townships.
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The confrontation began in the morning when a

column of around 90 soldiers was moving from Khin-U

toward No. 8 Shwebo Military Training School and

Bokegone village, an area controlled by the Pyu Saw

Htee militia. Local resistance groups reported seizing

cash and weapons, including rifles, mortars, mines,

and a rocket-propelled grenade. No casualties were

reported on the resistance side.

The operation was jointly carried out by the Shwebo

District Battalion 2, Khin-U Township PDF Battalion 3,

five township People’s Administration Teams, and the

Khin-U Township People’s Liberation Army. Local

officials said this was the second major confrontation

in the area in recent days, following fighting on

September 18. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: People's Defense Force drone

strike kills ten members of Kathe armed

group in Sagaing Region

(su) At least ten members of the Kathe (Meitei) ethnic

armed group, allied with the junta, were killed in a

drone attack by resistance forces in Kalay Township,

Sagaing Region, according to a September 23

statement by Military Region 1 of the National Unity

Government (NUG). The attack was carried out by

Kalay District Battalion 4 of the People’s Defense Force

(PDF) on September 15, targeting Kathe fighters

stationed in Nan Han Nwet village. A junta major

overseeing the group was reportedly injured.

The Kathe armed group, numbering around 60

fighters, had joined a military column that launched an

offensive in Nan Saung Pu village on September 5.

Following the drone strike, the group was withdrawn

from frontline positions, the NUG said. Resistance

sources added that about 30 Kathe fighters are

currently undergoing officer training at Military

Training Depot 10 in Kalay Township.

The Kathe group entered Kalay in August via river from

Homalin Township, where it had clashed with

resistance forces in Hkamti District. Locals report the

group has long been based in He Zin village, Tamu

District, where it has lived for more than a decade and

is alleged to be involved in drug and weapons

trafficking. Alongside the Kathe, the National Socialist

Council of Nagaland-Khaplang (NSCN-K) has also

fought with junta forces in Tamu and Hkamti.

[Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Over 10,000 Karen villagers flee

renewed fighting in Myawaddy, Southern

Karen State

(anl) More than 10,000 Karen villagers have fled their

homes after regime troops recaptured key positions in

Myawaddy and other parts of southern Karen State

this month.

According to the Committee for Internally Displaced

Karen People (CIDKP), the displaced come from 26

villages in the Noh Poe and Htee Mu Hta areas east of

the Daw Na Mountain range, and from communities

along the Kawkareik–Myawaddy road. Most fled

toward the Moi River on the Thai border, while others

sought refuge in Hpa-An District, which remains under

the control of the Karen National Union (KNU).

The displacement follows the junta’s recapture of a

strategic section of Asia Highway 1 between Kawkareik

and Thingannyinaung, as well as nearby bases,

including Lakhat Mountain, the highest peak near

Myawaddy.

Since September 21, regime forces have advanced

south toward Lay Kay Kaw, 14 km from Myawaddy on

the Thai border, which fell to resistance groups last

year. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Army

repels junta offensive near Chinese

border in Kachin State

(anl) On September 25, the Kachin Independence Army

(KIA) reported that it had repelled a junta offensive on

Lanse village in Tsawlaw Township in the northernmost

Kachin State, near the Chinese border. The KIA said a

coalition of KIA forces and allied groups fought back

the assault, forcing regime troops to retreat after three

days of clashes and clearing operations.

Lanse, located 19 km from the border, was once part

of Kachin’s resource-rich Special Region 1. The KIA

seized and abolished the area last year, ending the rule

of veteran warlord Zahkung Ting Ying. On September

18, Zahkung announced plans to reclaim his former

territory and support the junta’s planned election. The

following day, junta troops and allied militias from

Khaunglanphu Township advanced on Lanse, sparking

intense battles that lasted until September 21.

Zahkung Ting Ying, a former KIA commander, broke

away to lead the New Democratic Army-Kachin (NDA-K)
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before signing a ceasefire with the previous junta in

1989. In 2009, his militia was transformed into a

Border Guard Force (Kachin-BGF), and he was put in

charge of Special Region 1.

Since last year, the KIA and its allies have captured 14

towns across Kachin State. However, fighting continues

in Waingmaw, Bhamo, and Hpakant as resistance

forces push against junta control. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Arakan Army accuses Muslim

group of abducting and killing villagers in

Maungdaw

(anl) The Arakan Army (AA) has accused the Arakan

Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), a Muslim armed

group, of abducting and killing around ten villagers

from Tamanthar and Donenyo villages in Maungdaw

Township in the northern Rakhin State. [DMG]

The United League of Arakan (ULA), the AA’s political

arm, meanwhile, has called on Bangladesh to

investigate and act against officials allegedly

supporting the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA)

and Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO), warning

that such backing threatens border stability, security,

and bilateral ties. The AA has accused corrupt Border

Guard Bangladesh (BGB) officers of facilitating these

groups’ military activities and extremist agenda.

Since mid-September, ARSA has reportedly attempted

multiple attacks on AA positions in northern

Maungdaw Township, conducting drone surveillance,

blockading supply routes, and briefly occupying

outposts before being repelled. The ULA alleges that

ARSA and RSO coordinate with the Myanmar junta,

receiving arms to target AA forces, while also

committing atrocities against civilians and staging false

battles to manipulate public perception.

The AA claims to control 14 of Rakhine’s 17 townships,

including the entire 270-km Myanmar–Bangladesh

border, as well as Paletwa Township in Chin State

bordering Bangladesh and India. [The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Lawmakers, officials to face

raps in massive corruption probe

(ghd) The widening infrastructure-corruption scandal—

centered on flood-control contracts—has accelerated

this week, with the National Bureau of Investigation
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(NBI) and the newly formed Independent Commission

for Infrastructure (ICI) moving in tandem. The NBI has

recommended criminal charges including plunder,

graft, and malversation against at least 21 individuals,

among them incumbent senators and former officials,

based on testimonies that describe bid-rigging and

kickback schemes across multiple projects. [Inquirer1]

[Inquirer2] [Inquirer3] [Manila Bulletin1] [Manila

Bulletin2] [Manila Bulletin3]

At the core of the case are witnesses now under the

Witness Protection Program (WPP)—including

contractor spouses known as the Discayas and former

Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH)

engineers—whose sworn statements depict a system

in which “winning” contractors were preselected and

project costs padded to fund illicit payments. Their

accounts align with Senate testimony by ex-DPWH

engineers who said substandard and overpriced works

were deliberate to create room for “commissions.”

[Inquirer4] [Inquirer5] [Manila Bulletin4]

Pressure has expanded beyond the DPWH. The Office

of the Ombudsman has opened a fact-finding probe

into Commission on Audit (COA) Commissioner Mario

Lipana over alleged links to anomalous flood-control

projects, while civil society and lawmakers press for

live-streamed hearings to bolster transparency. COA

has transmitted fraud audit reports on Bulacan

projects to the ICI, which says it is prioritizing airtight

case build-ups over “trial by publicity.” [Manila

Bulletin5] [Manila Bulletin6]

In its first formal action, the ICI filed criminal and

administrative complaints with the Ombudsman over

an Oriental Mindoro flood-control contract worth

about US$5 million, naming former Ako Bicol party-list

Rep. Elizaldy “Zaldy” Co and 13 DPWH officials among

those recommended for prosecution. Within hours, Co

resigned his House seat; the House leadership

acknowledged receipt, while the Department of Justice

said Co would still have to face the investigation.

[Inquirer6] [Inquirer7] [Inquirer8] [Inquirer9]

[Inquirer10] [Inquirer11] [Manila Bulletin7] [Manila

Bulletin8]

Institutional adjustments are also underway around

the probe. After the resignation of Baguio City Mayor

Benjamin Magalong as ICI special adviser, former PNP

chief Rodolfo Azurin Jr. was named to the role, a move

meant to stabilize the commission’s investigative

bench. Separately, lawmakers and local officials have

urged the ICI to maximize public access to proceedings

to maintain confidence as cases advance.
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The scandal traces back to a surge of allegations that

many flood-control projects were ghost works,

substandard, or overpriced, with Senate witnesses

describing kickbacks of ~20% or more flowing to a

network of facilitators and public officials. President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. earlier called the revelations

“horrible” and supported an independent audit of

thousands of projects—an effort now intersecting with

the ICI and NBI actions.

The Ombudsman will evaluate the ICI’s initial filings

and any forthcoming case referrals that may stem

from COA’s fraud audits. Additional witness

applications to the WPP are expected as the NBI and

ICI debrief former DPWH personnel and contractors.

Lawmakers are pressing for sustained public

transparency (including live streams and document

releases) to buttress legitimacy as high-profile names

appear in charging recommendations. [Associated

Press]

Philippines: Former energy secretary, ten

others to face graft charges

(ghd) Former energy secretary Alfonso Cusi and ten

Department of Energy (DOE) officials are set for

arraignment and pre-trial on October 3 on graft

charges tied to the 2019 sale of a 45 percent stake in

the Malampaya natural gas project. Prosecutors allege

the transaction—valued at USD 545 million—was

improperly fast-tracked in favor of UC Malampaya,

which, they say, did not meet financial capacity

requirements and failed to submit required

documentation.

Context: The Malampaya field off Palawan supplies gas

to several power plants in Luzon. In 2019–2020,

Chevron and Shell moved to divest their respective 45

percent stakes. UC Malampaya, a unit of Udenna

Corporation, acquired Chevron’s share; Udenna later

sought to acquire Shell’s interest. Udenna is owned by

Dennis Uy, a close ally and major campaign donor to

former president Rodrigo Duterte—a relationship that

drew heightened scrutiny of the sale and DOE

approvals.

Defense counsel argues DOE actions followed existing

rules and that ultimate approvals rested with other

agencies; prosecutors counter that diligence and

fitness tests were bypassed to clear the deal. The

proceedings beginning October 3 will determine

whether the case advances to full trial. [Inquirer1]

[Inquirer2] [PhilStar1] [PhilStar2]
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Philippines: Department of Justice

extends deadline for Atong Ang’s

response in ‘missing sabungeros’ case,

adds new evidence to record

(ms) The Department of Justice (DOJ) has extended to

November 3 the deadline for businessman Charlie

“Atong” Ang and co-respondents to submit counter-

affidavits in the case of 34 cockfighting enthusiasts

who disappeared between 2021 and 2022. Senior

Assistant State Prosecutor Charlie Guhit said the

extension follows the complainants’ filing of additional

materials, including USB drives and new sworn

statements turned over by the PNP–Criminal

Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG). Copies have

been furnished to defense counsel; failure to file by the

new date could allow prosecutors to resolve the case

on the existing record.

Among the fresh submissions is an affidavit from Gleer

Codilla, himself a respondent in related court

proceedings. Separately, Gretchen Barretto, also

named in the complaints, filed her counter-affidavit on

September 18, denying involvement. Ang has not yet

filed; his lawyer Lorna Kapunan questioned the

authenticity of at least one digital file, calling it

“fabricated” and describing a clip that appears to be a

social-media interview she says looks AI-manipulated.

Defense teams are expected to challenge digital items

on chain-of-custody, provenance and reliability.

Background and scope. The “missing sabungeros”

cases emerged during the pandemic-era surge in e-

sabong (online cockfighting) and continued activity at

traditional arenas. Families reported breadwinners

vanishing after traveling to fights or work linked to

gaming operations, with alleged abductions occurring

at multiple sites across Luzon. By early 2022, reports

had risen to three dozen missing, prompting Senate

inquiries and a law-enforcement tasking that

culminated in a nationwide suspension of e-sabong

operations that same year. Despite that policy step,

families continued to press for criminal accountability

and the recovery of remains.

The current DOJ preliminary investigation consolidates

complaints lodged on August 1 for kidnapping, serious

illegal detention and murder against Ang, Barretto and

others. The filings cite allegations by whistleblower

Julie “Dondon” Patidongan—a figure also entangled in

earlier cases—who claims to identify supposed

masterminds and to describe how victims were

allegedly killed and disposed of. Prosecutors say the



expanded record will be assessed alongside telecoms

extracts, CCTV where available, and financial leads,

though time elapsed, dispersed crime scenes, and

potential witness intimidation complicate evidence-

gathering.

Next steps. After the November 3 deadline, the panel

can call clarificatory hearings or issue a resolution on

probable cause, determining which respondents—if

any—face indictment in trial courts. Given the technical

nature of the new digital submissions, observers

expect motions testing admissibility and

authentication standards before any case proceeds to

arraignment. For families, the timeline offers a clearer

procedural path; for respondents, it sets a concrete

window to place sworn defenses on record. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Protesters allege police

brutality after September 21 rally

(ghd) Protesters who were arrested during a rally in

Mendiola last September 21 have made allegations of

police brutality. According to the National Union of

People’s Lawyers (NUPL), the protesters, which

included minors, were physically abused and tortured

while in police custody. These claims are based on

interviews with the detainees. Some claimed that they

have been forced to beat each other. One detainee

was reportedly hospitalized due to a fractured jaw

sustained during the arrest.

However, both police acting chief Lt. Gen. Nartatez Jr.

and the interior and local government secretary

Remulla belied these allegations, claiming instead that

it was the police who were at the receiving end of

force. [Inquirer1]

Following an urgent motion to dismiss complaints and

for the immediate release of the detainees filed by the

detainees’ lawyers, the Office of the City Prosecutor in

Manila has ordered the release of those who have

already undergone inquest proceedings. Warrantless

detentions are limited to 36 hours under the Philippine

penal code. However, the NUPL has stated that most

of the detainees are still in custody in appalling

conditions. Specifically, detainees have inadequate

food and water, unsanitary conditions, and are denied

medical care and family visits. This continued

detention, according to the NUPL, is infringing on the

detainees’ constitutional freedoms. [Inquirer2]

Context: During an anti-corruption rally on September

21, some protesters reportedly threw stones at

members of the police. Other protesters allegedly set a
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vehicle on fire. The police used water cannons and tear

gas to disperse the crowd. A total of 216 protesters

were arrested, including 91 minors. Both protesters

and police reportedly sustained injuries, and one

individual died from a stabbing during the commotion.

Philippines: President signs order

protecting right to unionize

(ghd) On September 19, President Marcos signed an

Executive Order (EO) 97, which established the

Omnibus Guidelines on the Exercise of Freedom of

Association and Civil Liberties. The guidelines aim to

protect the rights of workers to form and join unions,

organize, and engage in peaceful activities without

fear. Specifically, various government agencies –

namely the departments of labor and employment,

justice, and national defense, trade and industry,

armed forces, national police, and national security

council – to align their policies with the new guidelines,

and to incorporate the same in their training and

operations. 

EO 97 was issued in response to concerns raised by

the ILO, specifically regarding reports of violence, red-

tagging, and suppression of trade union rights in the

Philippines. In 2019, the ILO’s High-Level Tripartite

Mission recommended several actions to the

Philippine government, including the prevention of

violence against union members and the protection of

the freedom to form and join organizations. [Manila

Bulletin]

Philippines: President signs law expanding

legal access for Filipino Muslims

(ghd) On September 18, President Marcos signed into

law Republic Act No. 12304, which aims to modernize

the country’s Shari’ah courts. Specifically, it mandates

the digitalization of court processes.

First, the information and communications technology

department is tasked with the creation of a digital

platform for the paperless filing of legal documents.

This will provide Filipino Muslims with a more

equitable access to justice. Another key aspect of the

law is the expansion of legal support for Filipino

Muslims. The National Commission on Muslim

Filipinos’ (NCMF) Legal Affairs Bureau is enjoined to

provide legal education and to assist litigants. With
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strengthened legal support services, the aim is to

better serve the community’s needs. [Inquirer]

Context: A dual justice system exists for Filipino

Muslims. For criminal, corporate, and other areas

beyond the purview of Islamic law, they are covered by

the national legal system. For matters such as personal

status, marriage, divorce, and succession, the Shari’ah

court system applies. The aim was to allow Filipino

Muslims to settle personal and family matters in

accordance with their faith, while remaining under the

umbrella of Philippine law.

Nevertheless, Filipino Muslims still face hurdles which

hinder their access to the legal system, such as

geographical and financial barriers, lack of awareness

and legal support, slow and inefficient processes,

among others. [read more Gregory M. Chiarella,

Comment, Sources of Law, Sources of Authority: The

Failure of the Philippines' Code of Muslim Personal

Laws, 21 Pac. Rim L & Pol'y J. 223 (2012).]

Philippines: Law on the use of nuclear

energy signed

(ghd) On September 18, President Marcos signed into

law Republic Act No. 12305, also known as the

Philippine National Nuclear Energy Safety Act. This law

establishes a national framework for the peaceful and

secure use of nuclear energy. It strictly prohibits the

use of nuclear energy for military or non-peaceful

purposes. It emphasizes that nuclear energy should

only be used for beneficial applications, namely energy

production, medicine, scientific research, and

agriculture.

A central feature of the law is the creation of the

Philippine Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority

(PhilATOM), which shall exercise sole regulatory

jurisdiction over all nuclear and radiation activities in

the country. PhilATOM will be responsible for issuing

regulations, conducting inspections, and ensuring

compliance with the law. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Government to extend rice

import moratorium, weigh tariff hike

(ms) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered an

extension of the Philippines’ 60-day rice import

suspension beyond its original Nov. 2 end date,

according to the Presidential Communications Office.
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The directive keeps in place the ban that began Sept. 1

to protect farmers during peak harvest and stabilize

retail prices. The suspension applies to regular-milled

and well-milled grades; specialty varieties such as

fragrant and basmati rice remain exempt.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said the

Department of Agriculture will draft the necessary

orders and is considering a 15- to 30-day extension,

alongside possible higher tariffs on imported rice. Final

duration and tax settings will depend on updated data

on farm-gate palay supply and prices. Officials noted

farm-gate prices initially firmed to about PHP 14/kg (≈

USD 0.25/kg) after the freeze, from lows near PHP 8/kg

(≈ USD 0.14/kg), helped by the onset of the main

harvest and wetter La Niña conditions that have also

affected grain quality.

The Philippines is among the world’s largest rice

importers, bringing in 4.8 million metric tons in 2024,

mostly from Vietnam and Thailand. As of September

2025, imports totaled 3.08 million metric tons—about

64 percent of last year’s record volume—with Vietnam

supplying 51.5 percent and Myanmar 7.1 percent;

other sources included Thailand, China, Pakistan, India,

Japan, Singapore, Korea and Spain.

Authorities frame the moratorium and potential tariff

hike as short-term tools to support farmers and

temper prices. Rice price inflation hit a 15-year high of

24.4 percent in March last year but eased in August,

contributing to a broader cooling of headline inflation.

Longer-term policy on tariffs and import timing will

hinge on harvest outcomes and market conditions.

[Inquirer] [Reuters]

Philippines: Population growth rate hits

historic low

(ghd) The Philippines’ annual population growth rate

has significantly slowed, dropping to 0.80 percent for

the 2020-2924 period from 1.63 percent between 2015

to 2020. This decline is attributed to an increased use

of various family planning methods, which has also

contributed to a historic decline of the fertility rate to

1.9 percent.

However, significant problems remain. Some 42

percent of sexually active unmarried women

reportedly lack access to their preferred birth control

methods, while the involvement of men in birth control

continues to be low. Of particular concern is the

increasing rate of adolescent pregnancies, specifically

among girls aged ten to 14. Considering this, the
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Commission on Population and Development is calling

for sustained and expanded access to a full range of

modern contraceptives, with emphasis on reaching the

poor and marginalized communities. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Senate panel clears Vice

President’s 2026 budget

(ms) The Senate finance panel on Monday swiftly

endorsed the Office of the Vice President’s (OVP)

proposed PHP 902.895 million (≈ USD 16.12 million)

budget for 2026—despite ongoing corruption

allegations against Vice President Sara Duterte—with

deliberations lasting under an hour. The OVP said most

funds are earmarked for welfare programs. The House

likewise advanced the request with minimal

questioning.

Pro-administration senators backed the allocation in

full. Sen. Bong Go moved to augment the OVP’s

budget, even offering a transfer from his Senate office

funds; Senate Majority Leader Miguel Zubiri said such

an amendment is allowed and made the motion. Sen.

Jinggoy Estrada also supported the increase to ensure

a “working vice president.”

The rapid approval contrasts with contentious hearings

in 2024 and follows prior funding swings: PHP 2.3

billion (≈ USD 41.07 million) in 2023, PHP 1.8 billion (≈

USD 32.14 million) in 2024, and a reduced PHP 733

million (≈ USD 13.09 million) in 2025 after scrutiny of

confidential funds, including PHP 375 million (≈ USD

6.70 million) reportedly spent in 2023 that later figured

in an impeachment complaint. [PhilStar]

Philippines: President redirects USD 650

million in flood-control funds to aid

programs

(ms) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said the

government will reallocate PHP 36 billion (≈ USD 643

million) originally earmarked for Department of Public

Works and Highways (DPWH) flood-control projects to

the Department of Social Welfare and Development

(DSWD). Speaking at Malacañang, Marcos said the shift

will expand the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program

(4Ps) and scale up Assistance to Individuals in Crisis

Situations (AICS), which provides cash aid—up to PHP

10,000 (≈ USD 179)—for medical and emergency

needs. Funds will also support the Sustainable
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Livelihood Program for skills training and

microenterprise start-up capital.

The announcement comes as DPWH trims about PHP

255 billion (≈ USD 4.55 billion) from its flood-control

line items amid ongoing investigations into alleged

kickbacks and anomalous contracting. Marcos said

social welfare and education are priority destinations

for reprogrammed funds.

The Palace framed the move as poverty-alleviation

oriented; critics are likely to weigh the near-term social

benefits against medium-term risks of underinvesting

in flood resilience ahead of peak typhoon season.

[PhilStar]

Philippines: Philippines to build a new

naval base

(ghd/ms) The Department of National Defense (DND)

will establish a new Philippine Navy base in Mindanao,

with roughly 300 hectares of ecozone land being

transferred to the department for development. The

site has contiguous coastal frontage and deep-water

approaches designed to berth larger hulls—including

frigates and, in the longer term, submarines—

addressing space and draft limitations at the Navy’s

main facility in Cavite.

Officials say the move is driven by two immediate

pressures: congestion at existing bases and the Navy’s

incoming platforms under the ongoing modernization

program. Eight new vessels sourced from South Korea

are slated to join the fleet, adding to recent

acquisitions and requiring additional berthing,

maintenance, armaments storage, and training

capacity. The Mindanao installation is intended to

function as a central operating hub for Northern

Mindanao and the Visayas, enabling faster sortie times

and more balanced fleet distribution across the

archipelago.

Beyond berths and piers, the plan envisions dry-

docking and repair shops, fuel and munitions depots

with safety standoff areas, a fleet training center, and

housing and medical support for personnel. Planners

also point to dual-use roles: the base would improve

humanitarian assistance and disaster response by

hosting prepositioned relief supplies and roll-on/roll-

off staging for typhoon and earthquake emergencies

common to the central-southern corridor.

Strategically, a Mindanao hub would thicken presence

along key sea lanes in the Bohol, Sulu, and Celebes
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seas and shorten response distances to chokepoints

linking the central Philippines to the West Philippine

Sea and Eastern Pacific approaches. It also creates

redundancy should Luzon-based facilities be disrupted,

and gives the Navy more options for multi-ship

operations, maintenance rotations, and crew training

cycles.

The expansion also comes amid sustained tensions

with China in the West Philippine Sea, including

frequent standoffs, ramming and water-cannon

incidents involving Chinese coast guard and maritime

militia near Second Thomas Shoal and other features.

While the Mindanao base is not on the frontline,

additional deep-water berths, logistics, and training

capacity are intended to support wider maritime

patrols, law-enforcement missions, and alliance

exercises—complementing facilities on Luzon and the

Kalayaan Island Group and improving resilience if

northern bases are pressured.

Key implementation issues remain. The government

still must finalize land transfer instruments for the

ecozone parcel, conduct environmental and

geotechnical assessments, and sequence dredging and

breakwater works before heavy construction.

Procurement choices—whether to build a large graving

dock or rely on modular floating docks; how to

configure magazines and fuel farms; which navigation

aids and security systems to install—will shape costs

and timelines. Community engagement, labor

sourcing, and mitigation of environmental impacts

around fisheries and mangroves will also be required

to secure permits and local support.

Budgeting will draw on the defense modernization

framework, but phasing is likely: initial operating

capability focused on berthing, utilities, and force

protection; subsequent tranches for workshops,

training simulators, and expanded logistics. Once

operational, the base is expected to ease bottlenecks

at Cavite, accommodate the new South Korea–built

vessels, and provide a more resilient posture for

patrols, interdiction, and maritime domain awareness

across the central and southern maritime approaches.

[Inquirer]

Philippines ratifies third UNCLOS

implementing agreement

(ghd) The Philippines has officially submitted to the UN

its ratification of the Agreement on the Conservation

and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of

Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ), also known
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as the High Seas treaty. Foreign affairs secretary

Lazaro formally deposited the instrument of

ratification at the UN General Assembly headquarters

in New York on September 23.

This treaty aims to protect and preserve marine life in

international waters. Lazaro emphasized its

importance for the Philippines, as an archipelagic state

located in the center of global marine biodiversity and

bordered by the high seas. Indeed, the Philippines

actively participated in the two-decade process that led

to the BBNJ, advocating for the special recognition of

archipelagic states, the fair and equitable sharing of

benefits, capacity building, and marine technology

transfer for developing nations.

Lazaro stated that this ratification shows the

Philippines’ commitment to a rules-based international

order underpinned by international law, particularly

the UNCLOS. President Marcos signed the BBNJ on

June 18, 2024, and the Senate’s concurrence was

obtained on September 17, 2025. [Manila Bulletin]

[Manila Standard]

Philippines: Former extremists surrender,

turn over firearms in Southern Philippines

(ghd) In a significant development for peace and order

in Mindanao, a total of 28 former extremists have

surrendered and turned over a cache of firearms to

authorities in separate events in Zamboanga City and

Maguindanao del Sur. These events are part of a broad

government campaign against loose firearms in the

region.

In Zamboanga City, ten supporters of the Abu Sayyaf

Group (ASG) hailing from Sulu province surrendered

and turned over 32 assorted firearms, including high-

powered rifles and grenade launchers. According to

reports, the men have long been inactive with the ASG

and will now receive financial assistance and

reintegration support from the government.

[Inquirer1]

Meanwhile, in Maguindanao del Sur, 18 former Moro

extremists from the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom

Fighters (BIFF) and Dawlah Islamiyah (DI) also laid

down their arms and surrendered a variety of

weapons, including rocket-propelled grenades, sniper

rifles, and grenade launchers. Saying that they were

tired of fighting a hopeless war, the former

combatants wished to begin a new life with their

families. [Inquirer2]
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The ASG is a extremist group based in Mindanao,

specifically in the Sulu Archipelago. Originally a splinter

group of the Moro National Liberation Front (MILF), it

has been designated a terrorist organization by the

Philippines, US and several other countries. While their

stated goal is to establish an independent Islamic

state, it has become notorious for acts of terrorism.

Some ASG factions have also pledged allegiance to ISIS.

[US National Counterterrorism Center]

The BIFF is another MILF-splinter group. The split

occurred because the BIFF rejected the peace

negotiations between the MILF and the Philippine

government, vowing instead to continue its armed

struggle for an independent Islamic state. [Westpoint]

Meaning “Islamic State” in Arabic, DI is not a single

group but an umbrella term for a network of pro-ISIS

factions in the Philippines, including remnants of the

ASG, factions of BIFF, and the Maute group, which led

the 2017 siege of Marawi City. Their collective goal is to

establish an ISIS province in Southeast Asia. [Australian

National Security]

Philippines: Court orders arrest of ex-

PCSO chief Garma over 2020 Barayuga

slay

(ms) A Mandaluyong court has issued a warrant of

arrest for former Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office

(PCSO) official Royina Garma and four others in

connection with the 2020 killing of PCSO board

secretary Wesley Barayuga. In an order dated

September 13, Regional Trial Court Branch 279

directed the arrest of Garma, former National Police

Commission commissioner Edilberto Leonardo, and

police officials Jeremy Causapin, Santie Mendoza and

Nelson Mariano on non-bailable charges of murder

and frustrated murder.

Barayuga was shot dead on July 30, 2020 in

Mandaluyong by a motorcycle-riding assailant; his

driver survived. The Philippine National Police (PNP)

said one of the implicated officers has been dismissed,

another is under the Personnel Holding and

Accounting Unit, and a third has resigned. The PNP is

coordinating with the Bureau of Immigration amid

reports some accused may have left the country.

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla said the

warrant will not affect Garma’s cooperation with the

International Criminal Court (ICC) probe involving

former president Rodrigo Duterte, noting she recently

met ICC representatives in Malaysia and could proceed
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“straight to The Hague” if abroad. Garma—a retired

police colonel and former PCSO general manager who

publicly described a “reward system” during the drug

war—was earlier reported to have left the United

States after a denied asylum bid.

Garma and the other respondents have yet to publicly

respond in court to the new charges. [PhilStar 1]

[PhilStar 2]

Singapore: Population reaches record 6.11

million as non-residents drive growth,

ageing quickens

(ms) Singapore’s population rose 1.2 percent to a

record 6.11 million as of June 2025, with gains led by a

larger non-resident cohort, according to the

government’s Population in Brief report. Non-residents

increased 2.7 percent to 1.91 million, driven mainly by

work-permit holders—notably in construction to

support projects such as Changi Terminal 5 and the

ramp-up of public housing—and by migrant domestic

workers. About two-thirds of non-residents are foreign

workers; the remainder are largely dependents,

domestic helpers and students.

The resident population totaled 4.20 million,

comprising 3.66 million citizens (up 0.7 percent) and

0.54 million permanent residents (broadly unchanged).

Over 2020–2025, annualized population growth

averaged 1.5 percent, compared with 0.5 percent in

2015–2020.

Demographic headwinds persisted. The share of

citizens aged 65 and above rose to 20.7 percent (from

13.1 percent a decade ago), while those 80 and over

climbed about 60 percent to 145,000 since 2015. The

median age edged up to 43.7 (from 43.4 a year earlier),

and the citizen working-age share (20–64) fell to 59.8

percent (from 64.5 percent in 2015). By 2030, roughly

23.9 percent of citizens are projected to be 65+.

Fertility remains low. Citizen births totaled 29,237 in

2024, up 1.2 percent from 2023, but the resident total

fertility rate stayed at 0.97, far below replacement.

Citizen marriages fell 5.7 percent to 22,955;

Singaporeans are marrying later (median first-marriage

age 30.8 for grooms, 29.1 for brides), and a rising share

of ever-married women have one or no children. In

2024, transnational marriages accounted for 37

percent of citizen marriages and interethnic unions 19

percent.
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On immigration, 22,766 people were granted

citizenship and 35,264 obtained permanent residency

in 2024. Over the past five years, annual averages were

21,300 new citizens and 33,000 PRs. About 64.3

percent of new citizens came from Southeast Asia and

32.8 percent from other Asian countries. Authorities

said immigration will continue at a measured pace to

mitigate population ageing and support economic

needs, alongside measures to ease parenthood costs

—including a Large Families Scheme offering up to

SD16,000 (USD 12,400) in additional support for each

third and subsequent citizen child. [Channel News

Asia] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: September 30 deadline for

Meta to curb Facebook impersonation

scams, warns of fines

(ms) Singapore has ordered Meta Platforms to deploy

additional safeguards on Facebook to tackle a surge in

impersonation scams, giving the company until Sept 30

to comply or face a fine of up to SD 1,000,000 (about

USD 776,639), with possible SD 100,000 (about USD

77,664) daily penalties for continuing non-compliance.

The Ministry of Home Affairs said the directive—issued

under the Online Criminal Harms Act (OCHA)—

demands measures such as enhanced facial

recognition and faster handling of Singapore user

reports targeting ads, profiles, accounts and business

pages that mimic government office-holders. It is the

first order issued under the law, which took effect in

2024.

Authorities moved after noting an increase in cases

between June 2024 and June 2025, with government

imagery and video repurposed in fraudulent Facebook

content. Earlier in September, police also told Meta to

implement anti-scam steps against such

impersonation but did not set a deadline. Meta said it

bans impersonation and “celeb-bait” scam ads and

uses specialized detection systems while working with

law enforcement, but Singapore officials said local

prevalence remains a concern.

Independent reporting indicates the scale of the

problem has grown: the number of impersonation

cases more than tripled year-on-year in the first half of

2025, with total losses estimated at SD 1.1 billion

(about USD 854.3 million) in 2024 across multiple scam

types.

Meta has not publicly detailed any new measures

specific to the directive beyond its existing systems.

Singapore authorities said they would assess the
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company’s compliance after Sept 30 and consider

enforcement if remedial steps are deemed insufficient.

[Reuters]

Singapore core inflation eases to 0.3

percent in August, lowest in over four

years

(ms) Singapore’s core inflation cooled to 0.3 percent

year on year in August, the softest reading since

February 2021 and below economists’ 0.5 percent

consensus. Headline inflation eased to 0.5 percent

from 0.6 percent in July. Core inflation, which excludes

private transport and accommodation, rose 0.1

percent on the month.

The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) and the

Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) said the decline

was driven primarily by services inflation, which slowed

to 0.4 percent amid cheaper holiday expenses, airfares

and inpatient services. Accommodation inflation eased

to 0.4 percent on a smaller rise in rents, while

electricity and gas costs fell at a slightly faster negative

5.7 percent pace as power prices declined. Food

inflation held at 1.1 percent. Private transport inflation

rose to 2.4 percent on higher car prices and a smaller

drop in petrol prices. Prices of retail and other goods

fell 0.2 percent, a slower decline than in July.

MAS left its 2025 average inflation projections

unchanged at 0.5 to 1.5 percent for both core and

overall CPI, noting that imported cost pressures should

stay moderate with global crude prices below year-ago

levels and food commodity increases contained. The

central bank added that slower nominal wage growth

alongside productivity gains should temper unit labor

costs, while enhanced subsidies for essential services

will continue to damp services inflation.

The print reinforces the view that inflation risks have

receded, even as growth is expected to slow in the

second half as the boost from front-loaded exports

fades. MTI now forecasts 2025 GDP growth of 1.5 to

2.5 percent, versus 4.4 percent in 2024. Recent data

point to softer external demand: non-oil domestic

exports fell 11.3 percent year on year in August after a

brief uptick in July.

Analysts said the low core reading strengthens the

case for further MAS easing at the October policy

review, though some expect core and headline

inflation to edge higher in the fourth quarter on factors

including rising car ownership costs and the currency
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impact of monetary loosening. [Channel News Asia]

[CNBC] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: More 2025 graduates enter job

market

(ms) As of June, there were about 2,400 more 2025

graduates in the labor force than a year earlier; around

700 more had secured jobs, while an additional 1,700

were actively seeking work and remained unemployed.

Despite the tighter feel, outcomes have improved

versus the same point last year. About 9,300 graduates

—or 52 percent of the 2025 cohort—were employed in

June (up from 48 percent for the 2024 cohort then),

and the share in permanent roles rose to 44 percent

from 37 percent. The jobless rate for under-30s edged

up to 5.7 percent in June from 5.4 percent in March.

Citing headwinds from trade tensions, new tariffs,

geopolitics and concerns about AI compressing some

entry-level tasks, Tan said the government will roll out

up to 800 Graduate Industry Traineeships from

October—500 private-sector and 300 public-sector

places—lasting 3–6 months with monthly allowances of

SGD 1,800–SGD 2,400 (USD 1,400 – USD 1,800), 70

percent funded by the state. The scheme is capped

deliberately to avoid crowding out an estimated 30,000

available entry-level jobs and to prioritize eventual

conversion to full-time roles; allowances are set at

roughly half median starting salaries, and hosts will be

encouraged to convert trainees after three months.

Singapore: Safeguards against foreign

interference in local media reaffirmed

(nl) Singapore’s Minister for Digital Development and

Information, Josephine Teo, reiterated that safeguards

exist to prevent foreign influence over local editorial

content and decision-making. In a written

parliamentary reply on September 24, she addressed

questions from Workers’ Party MP Fadli Fawzi, who had

raised concerns about a reported collaboration

between SPH Media Trust and Chinese state-owned

outlets, asking whether the ministry had evaluated

possible risks.

Teo noted that the ministry was not aware of the

specific collaboration mentioned, but underlined that

SPH Media, as a key news agency, is expected to

maintain links with international media networks. Such
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exchanges, she added, are common practice for

sharing content and industry perspectives. She also

highlighted that Singapore’s laws prohibit media

companies from accepting foreign funding for non-

commercial purposes, and that authorities would

intervene quickly if signs of foreign interference were

detected.

The discussion followed reports of SPH Media

executives travelling to Beijing in July for talks with

major Chinese outlets including China Media Group,

People’s Daily, and Xinhua News Agency. The four-day

visit, according to SPH Media, was intended to gain

insight into media trends and innovations in China,

and included meetings with academics at Tsinghua

University as well as technology and media firms. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Income ceiling and singles’

eligibility under consideration in housing

policy review

(nl) Singapore’s government signaled potential

adjustments to Build-To-Order (BTO) flat eligibility, with

Senior Minister of State for National Development Sun

Xueling stating on September 26 that the income

ceiling and minimum age for singles may be revised

when housing supply allows. The current income

ceiling, last updated in 2019, is SGD 14,000 (USD

10,000) for families, while singles are eligible to apply

for a flat only from age 35. The government has

announced that it will review these rules to ensure that

housing policies remain aligned with economic trends

and shifting demographics.

To support these changes, the Housing and

Development Board (HDB) plans to launch 55,000 flats

between 2025 and 2027, exceeding earlier supply

targets. Among them, at least 4,500 units in 2025 will

have shorter waiting times of under three years. The

government has also pledged to maintain affordability,

noting that BTO flats across types will remain priced

below comparable resale flats, with grants further

easing access for first-time buyers.

Beyond new supplies, policy attention will extend to

estate planning and renewal. Efforts include

accelerating the provision of childcare and food

options in emerging towns, while mature estates will

undergo rejuvenation through initiatives such as the

Home Improvement Programme II (HIP II) and the

Remaking Our Heartland scheme. These measures

reflect on meeting the aspirations of younger buyers
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and ensuring the long-term livability of older

communities. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: New prime minister sets

election roadmap, outlines priorities

(lm) Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, sworn in on

September 24 after the Constitutional Court dismissed

Paetongtarn Shinawatra for an ethics violation, has

confirmed that parliament will be dissolved by January

2026 and general elections held between March and

early April, with a new government expected to be

sworn in by mid-2026.

Anutin’s rise was made possible by support from the

opposition-core People’s Party (PP), which conditioned

its backing on a clear timeline for dissolution and a

referendum on constitutional reform. According to the

roadmap, election results will be certified by late April,

followed by the selection of a parliamentary speaker

and coalition-building in May, with a new cabinet

taking office by July. The government has presented

this sequence as a guarantee of stability and

transparency in the transition.

In his policy statement to Tparliament on September

29, Anutin set priorities across four areas: economic

recovery, security, disaster preparedness, and social

measures. He pledged to tackle the cost of living with

subsidies on energy, water, transport, and tolls, while

supporting farmers and small traders. Economic

reforms will include regulatory streamlining, capital

market incentives such as potential dividend tax

exemptions for long-term investors, and infrastructure

investment in transport, energy, and digital services.

The government estimates these changes could cut

corporate costs by THB 134 billion (USD 3.7 billion)

annually and lift GDP growth by nearly one percent per

year. [The Nation] [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

On security and foreign policy, Anutin emphasized

pursuing a peaceful resolution to the border conflict

with Cambodia, boosting international investor

confidence, and addressing unrest in Thailand’s

southern provinces. His administration also pledged to

suppress corruption and illegal gambling, while

promising stronger disaster-response systems and

environmental protections. Cabinet ministers have

been ordered to supervise regional administration

seven days a week, with deputy prime ministers and

officials assigned oversight of key ministries and

strategic zones such as the Eastern Economic Corridor.

[Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]
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Public opinion surveys show that while Anutin has

consolidated authority in parliament, voters remain

divided. A recent poll by the National Institute of

Development Administration found 27.3 percent of

respondents undecided on their preferred prime

minister. PP leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut led

with 22.8 percent support, narrowly ahead of Anutin at

20.4 percent. On party preferences, PP was the clear

leader with 33.1 percent, followed by Pheu Thai at 14.0

percent and Bhumjaithai at 13.2 percent. [Bangkok

Post 5]

Thailand: Four-ballot election to include

charter referendum as rival reform

models emerge

(lm) Thailand’s next general election, expected to take

please in the first quarter of 2026, will feature four

ballots: one for constituency MPs, one for party-list

MPs, and two referendums — one on constitutional

amendments and another on whether to revoke a

controversial 2000 border agreement with Cambodia.

The pact, known as a memorandum of understanding

(MoU), governs joint efforts to demarcate disputed

stretches of the Thai–Cambodian border, including

areas around the Preah Vihear temple, which has been

a flashpoint in bilateral relations.

Deputy Prime Minister Bowornsak Uwanno told

parliament that a 99-member Constitution Drafting

Assembly (CDA), to be appointed by parliament, will

prepare a draft under a new constitutional chapter

(15/1). A referendum will then determine approval or

rejection of the draft, but direct elections for the CDA

remain barred under a Constitutional Court ruling.

[Bangkok Post 1]

The government of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul

faces mounting pressure from the opposition People’s

Party (PP), which has 143 MPs and was pivotal in his

rise to office after the ouster of Paetongtarn

Shinawatra last month. PP leader Natthaphong

Ruengpanyawut has warned Anutin that charter

reform and early dissolution were conditions for his

premiership and vowed to hold the minority

government accountable if the process stalls. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Rival blueprints for reform are now on the table. The

ruling Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) wants to amend Section

256 to reduce the Senate’s role, lowering the threshold

for senatorial approval from one-third to one-fifth. Its

plan calls for a 99-member CDA, appointed by

parliament, with 77 provincial representatives and 22
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experts, and a 360-day deadline to produce a draft. A

smaller 45-member committee of CDA members and

outside experts would then refine the text. The BJT

explicitly rules out changes to the monarchy, Thailand’s

unitary state, or Chapters 1 and 2 of the charter.

[Bangkok Post 3]

The Senate’s political development committee has

advanced a broader “Two Prongs, Two Steps” model,

envisioning a 400-member CDA: 200 directly elected at

the provincial level and 200 appointed by parliament

from a pool of experts. Elected members would draft

the charter and hold hearings, while appointed

members would manage consultations and outreach.

The design is meant to comply with Constitutional

Court rulings that bar fully elected CDAs and require

three referendums. [Bangkok Post 4]

The PP rejects both approaches as too limited. Its

model proposes that parliament select 35 drafting

committee members from 70 candidates nominated

by the public, with seats allocated proportionally

among MPs, senators, and parties. Leaders argue this

formula expands citizen influence while respecting

court restrictions. [Bangkok Post 5]

The Pheu Thai Party, still reeling from losing power,

has floated its own plan: directly electing 200

representatives, who would then be filtered by

parliament — a model critics say risks consolidating

power among the largest parties.

Thailand: Jailed ex-prime minister seeks

royal pardon

(lm/msz) Former Thai prime minister Thaksin

Shinawatra has formally petitioned for a royal pardon

to reduce his one-year prison term, his lawyer

confirmed on September 29. The 76-year-old was jailed

earlier this month after the Supreme Court ruled that

his prior six-month stay in a VIP hospital ward did not

count as time served. Thaksin was originally sentenced

to eight years for abuse of power and conflicts of

interest during his 2001–2006 premiership, but the

sentence was commuted to one year by the king.

Under Thai law, all inmates who have exhausted their

legal proceedings may seek royal clemency, which can

shorten or waive sentences. [Bangkok Post 1]

Since his incarceration, Thaksin has been assigned light

prison duties. The Department of Corrections

confirmed that he volunteered to contribute to public

service and is currently tasked with supervising drain-

cleaning work outside Bangkok’s Klongprem Central
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Prison. His daughter, Paetongtarn Shinawatra —

herself ousted as prime minister in August after an

ethics ruling — visited him and confirmed his new

assignment. The arrangement follows a 2023 directive

regulating inmate labor outside prison grounds.

[Bangkok Post 2]

At the same time, Thaksin continues to face legal

uncertainty. On August 22, the Criminal Court

acquitted him in a lese-majeste case under Section 112

of the Penal Code, which criminalizes insults to the

monarchy. A special panel of the Attorney General’s

Office voted 7–2 against appealing the acquittal, but

the final decision rests with the Attorney General. Since

current AG Phairach Pornsomboonsiri is due to retire

on September 30, his successor Itthiphon Kaewthip is

expected to decide whether to follow the panel’s

recommendation before the October 22 appeal

deadline. [The Nation]

Thailand: Main opposition party pushes

reform of military justice system

(lm) The People’s Party has submitted a draft

amendment to the Military Court Act aimed at

reducing centralized control by the Defence Ministry

and shifting corruption-related offences involving

military personnel to civilian courts. Party MPs argued

that the current system lacks transparency and equal

standards compared to civilian justice.

The proposal includes abolishing provincial-level

military courts and transferring cases to regional

courts, allowing victims to file complaints directly

without going through military prosecutors, and

banning the examination of prosecutor witnesses

without defendants present. Corruption and

misconduct cases would be transferred to specialized

civilian courts.

The amendment also seeks to change the composition

of military court panels for serious cases from one

military judge with two generals to two qualified

military judges and one general. People’s Party

lawmakers urged Pheu Thai, the second-largest party

in parliament, to support the bill, stressing that public

trust in the military justice system is at stake. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Senate rejects bill to legalize

casinos
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(msz) Thailand’s Senate has voted down a draft law

introduced by the previous Pheu Thai–led government

under former prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra

that sought to establish integrated entertainment

complexes with casinos. The rejection followed a

report by a Senate committee which warned that

legalization could worsen social problems, enable

money laundering, and impose heavy infrastructure

costs without generating new wealth.

The committee recommended that any future

proposal to legalize casinos be put to a national

referendum. Some senators suggested limited

alternatives, such as casino-free entertainment

complexes, restricted-access gambling zones, or tightly

regulated online platforms modeled on systems used

abroad.

Opponents argued that expanding gambling would

erode public trust and normalize risky behavior. Critics

also warned that casino projects would primarily

redistribute, rather than create, economic gains,

leaving the state to bear the long-term social and

financial costs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bhumjaithai wins Si Sa Ket by-

election, taking seat from opposition

Pheu Thai

(msz) The Bhumjaithai Party of Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul scored a decisive victory in the

September 28 by-election in Si Sa Ket province,

capturing a parliamentary seat previously held by the

Pheu Thai Party, the second-largest party in

Parliament’s lower house and until recently the ruling

party.

The contest in Constituency 5 was triggered by the

death of incumbent Pheu Thai MP Amornthep Sommai

in June. Pheu Thai fielded his daughter in an attempt to

retain the seat, but the loss marked a symbolic setback

for the party, which has long dominated the province.

Si Sa Ket, a largely rural province in Thailand’s

northeast along the Cambodian border, is known for

its rice cultivation and has historically been a

stronghold of Pheu Thai and other parties aligned with

the party’s eminence grise, former prime minister

Thaksin Shinawatra. The result is therefore seen as a

significant boost for Bhumjaithai, underscoring its

growing political momentum after taking over the

premiership from Pheu Thai in August. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Ruling-party faction undecided

on joining Prime Minister’s Bhumjaithai

Party

(lm) Deputy Prime Minister Suchart Chomklin, who

leads a 16-MP breakaway faction within the United

Thai Nation (UTN) party, said the group has not yet

decided whether to join the Bhumjaithai Party of Prime

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul or form a new party

ahead of the next general election. UTN, founded

ahead of the 2023 polls, is a conservative party

established to support former Prime Minister Prayut

Chan-o-cha.

Suchart, also serving as Natural Resources and

Environment Minister, said the bloc is currently

focused on supporting Prime Minister Anutin over the

next four months and helping him deliver visible

results. While daily talks are ongoing, he stressed the

main concern is avoiding conflicts over overlapping

electoral bases if they were to merge with Bhumjaithai.

He added that while the group will likely stay together,

expansion will depend on candidate quality rather

than numbers. Speculation about government

positions linked to the bloc’s support was dismissed.

The debate comes after about 50 politicians in

Chumphon province recently defected from UTN to

Bhumjaithai. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Land dispute escalates into

political test for interim government of

new prime minister

(lm) A long-running land dispute in Buri Ram province

has resurfaced as a major political challenge for Prime

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul’s government, drawing

accusations of inaction and favoritism toward his

Bhumjaithai Party’s power base. The controversy

centers on Khao Kradong, a forest reserve and popular

tourist area near Buri Ram city, where nearly 1,000

plots are alleged to have been allocated unlawfully.

Deputy Interior Minister Songsak Thongsri told

parliament that the Supreme Court never transferred

ownership of the land to the State Railway of Thailand

(SRT), since the agency lacked clear boundary

demarcations. He said three related court cases had

concluded, with the Department of Lands revoking

unlawful title deed applications but leaving valid ones

intact. He stressed that all actions taken so far

complied with court rulings. [Bangkok Post 1]
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Opposition figures have challenged this account.

Phumtham Wechayachai, a senior Pheu Thai politician

and former deputy prime minister, faulted Anutin for

failing to act on the case during his prior tenure as

interior minister, saying that corrective steps were only

taken once he himself assumed the ministry after

Bhumjaithai left the Pheu Thai-led coalition. His

comments came in response to Thanathorn

Juangroongruangkit, leader of the Progressive

Movement, who questioned why agencies such as the

SRT and the Election Commission had not addressed

the land dispute or alleged Senate election collusion.

The debate quickly spilled into broader political fault

lines. Thanathorn argued that the case underscored

structural weaknesses in governance and used the

occasion to stress that the People’s Party, successor to

his dissolved Future Forward Party, now holds

unprecedented leverage in parliament. He called on

the opposition to prioritize constitutional reform to

curb the Senate’s veto powers. Phumtham, while

surprised at Thanathorn’s criticism given their past

alignment, agreed that institutional reform remains

urgent.

Thanathorn delivered these remarks during a

September 19 event marking the 2006 coup that

ousted Thaksin Shinawatra, the enduring power center

behind Pheu Thai. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Proposed land amnesty bill

sparks outcry over risks to forests and

state lands

(lm) A draft land-management bill backed by the

People’s Party and Prachachat Party has triggered

strong opposition from environmental groups,

academics, and civil society, who warn it would legalize

widespread forest encroachment and weaken state

authority over natural resources.

The bill, now in its second reading, proposes an

amnesty for individuals living on forest and state-

owned land, exempting them from prosecution and

granting them legal rights to remain. Supporters frame

it as a solution to long-standing disputes where

communities settled before land was officially

designated as protected, and as relief for more than

10,000 people facing cases under decrees imposed by

the military-led National Council for Peace and Order

after the 2014 coup.

Critics argue the legislation would extend far beyond

traditional communities to benefit investors who used
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nominees to seize land in valuable areas such as

Phuket, Samui, coastal zones, and fertile mountain

regions in Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, and Phetchabun.

They warn it could even overturn past court rulings

against encroachers and open pathways for foreign-

controlled plantations — citing the case of a Chinese-

owned durian farm in Chanthaburi.

Thailand’s Department of National Parks has cautioned

the measure would effectively convert illegal

occupation into legal ownership, undermining

conservation laws. The Senate Committee on the

Environment has also condemned the draft, warning it

compromises protections for forests, wildlife, and local

communities.

The scale of the issue is large: more than one million

rai (about 1,600 square kilometers) of reclaimed forest

areas remain in dispute, while forest loss has

accelerated to its fastest rate in 30 years, with over

317,000 rai (507 square kilometers) disappearing

between 2023 and 2024, leaving just 31 percent of land

forested.

The National Parks Association of Thailand and allied

groups have announced plans to petition the National

Counter Corruption Commission to investigate the 42

MPs sponsoring the legislation, claiming it violates

constitutional provisions on environmental security.

Opponents instead call for redistributing idle or

misused state land — such as the 35.6 million rai

under the Agricultural Land Reform Office — rather

than sacrificing what remains of the country’s forests.

[Bangkok Post] [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former police deputy sues

senior court officials over dismissal case

(lm) Former deputy national police chief Surachate “Big

Joke” Hakparn has filed a lawsuit against two senior

Supreme Administrative Court figures—Prasitsak

Meelarp, president of the court, and Anuwat

Taraswang, head of its Wrongful Acts Division—alleging

misconduct and interference in a ruling regarding his

dismissal from the police.

Surachate was removed from service following

investigations into alleged involvement in an online

gambling network and money laundering. He

challenged the dismissal in administrative courts. A

judicial panel reportedly voted 3–2 to overturn the

removal, but according to Surachate, the court’s

division head, acting under orders from the court
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president, called for a full-bench rehearing. He claims

this breached judicial independence. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: House committee investigates

bribery in citizenship registration

(msz) Thailand’s House Committee on Local

Administration has opened an investigation into

alleged bribery in the country’s citizenship registration

process, with evidence pointing to at least five cases of

misconduct. The committee, chaired by a lawmaker

from Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul’s Bhumjaithai

Party, reported that one applicant was asked to pay

THB 30,000 (USD 870), including THB 10,000 (USD 290)

upfront, to have their application processed.

The Department of Provincial Administration has

dispatched teams to assess whether local officials,

including village headmen and district chiefs, were

involved. A village headman in Chiang Mai’s Fang

district accused of charging THB 4,000 (USD 116) per

applicant has already resigned.

The probe follows a 2024 cabinet resolution allowing

nearly 500,000 eligible migrants to apply for Thai

citizenship by June 2026. Authorities said that in the

past three months alone, 8,200 applicants had already

obtained citizenship, with almost 23,000 more

expected within the next nine months. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Parliament’s lower house

approves two labor protection bills

(lm) The House of Representatives has unanimously

approved in principle two labor protection bills

intended to strengthen workers’ rights and improve

quality of life.

One bill amends the 1998 Labour Protection Act to

limit working hours to 40 per week, or 35 for

hazardous work, guarantee at least two weekly rest

days, and expand annual leave entitlements. It aims to

enhance workers’ bargaining power, reduce economic

insecurity, and promote work–life balance.

The second bill introduces non-discrimination

provisions, requires employers to provide

breastfeeding facilities, and stipulates that menstrual

pain leave will not count as sick leave. Both bills passed

without opposition and have been referred to special

committees for review within 15 days. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: New domestic violence

protection law proposed to close gaps in

victim support

(bk) Thailand recorded more than 4,800 domestic

violence cases in 2024, averaging over 40 incidents per

day, with women accounting for more than 80 percent

of victims. The scale of abuse — including murder,

sexual violence, and coercion within families — has

highlighted systemic gaps in the country’s response

mechanisms.

In response, a civil network has submitted a draft

Domestic Violence Victim Protection Act, backed by

more than 26,000 registered voters. The proposal aims

to strengthen victim protection, ensure dignity, and

address barriers such as restrictive procedures and

limited access to justice. Suggested measures include

appointing case managers to guide survivors through

the system and coordinate with relevant agencies.

Advocates also point to emerging forms of abuse,

including cyberstalking, online harassment, and

coercion against LGBTQ+ individuals, noting that

violence increasingly extends beyond physical harm.

The initiative stresses the need for a rights-based

framework that provides victims with accessible,

comprehensive protection. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Court upholds jail term for

opposition MP over royal defamation case

(lm) The Court of Appeal on September 30 upheld a

two-year prison sentence against opposition People’s

Party MP Chonthicha Jangrew for violating Thailand’s

lese majeste law, which criminalizes defamation of the

monarchy, as well as the Computer Crime Act.

Prosecutors argued that Chonthicha had posted

Facebook messages in November 2020 criticizing the

monarchy, which they said insulted the institution,

incited social conflict, and threatened national security.

She denied the charges, maintaining that her

comments were protected under constitutional rights

to free expression.

Chonthicha, who already faces a separate two-year

sentence for a 2021 protest speech against former

prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, was granted bail to

appeal to the Supreme Court. If upheld, her total

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-tjk/


prison term would reach four years and eight months.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Energy minister pledges

affordable power as reforms to electricity

supply model advance

(lm) Thailand is moving to reform its electricity sector

while seeking to shield households from rising energy

costs. Energy experts have urged a new panel tasked

with drafting the Power Development Plan (PDP) to

move beyond the longstanding enhanced single buyer

(ESB) model, under which the state-run Electricity

Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) purchases all

electricity before distributing it to consumers. Critics

say the ESB system limits competition and makes it

harder to expand renewable energy. Proposals include

opening the market to direct power trade between

producers and users, including private power purchase

agreements that allow companies to generate and sell

solar power directly to clients without using the state

grid. The new PDP is expected to be completed during

the term of the Anutin Charnvirakul government.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, newly appointed Energy Minister Auttapol

Rerkpiboon, former chief executive of state oil and gas

firm PTT, has pledged to ensure electricity prices

remain affordable. He noted that rising fuel costs could

pressure power tariffs but promised detailed reviews

to prevent energy costs from becoming a burden. The

current tariff, at THB 3.94 (USD 0.11) per kilowatt-hour

from September to December, reflects government

subsidies, debt reimbursements to Egat and PTT, and

budget reallocations from state electricity agencies.

Auttapol said he would balance market realities with

consumer protection, stressing that energy pricing

must not compromise the public’s well-being. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Thailand: Welfare-heavy spending and

debt surge erode fiscal credibility as

reforms stall

(bk/msz/lm) Thailand is entering a precarious phase

where welfare-driven spending collides with rising debt

and declining investor confidence. The government of

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul faces the

immediate challenge of propping up a faltering

economy, but its reliance on short-term subsidies risks

undermining fiscal stability and delaying the structural
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reforms needed to lift the country from middle-income

stagnation.

Short-term relief, long-term cost

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas has unveiled

“quick big win” programs, deploying THB 60 billion

(USD 1.8 billion) in unused budget funds for direct cash

transfers and subsidies. Welfare cardholders will

receive a one-time boost from THB 300 (USD 9.3) to

THB 2,000 (USD 62), while 20 million citizens will get

THB 3,000 (USD 93) under an expanded co-payment

scheme. Officials stress the measures will not expand

the deficit, but critics warn the spending tilt heavily

favors consumption over productivity. [Thai PBS World]

Deputy Finance Minister Vorapak Tanyawong has

promised a revised fiscal framework in November, with

a deficit reduction path and a 65 percent public debt

ceiling. But skepticism is mounting as Thailand’s public

debt has already surged from 35 percent of GDP

before the COVID-19 pandemic to 61 percent today,

while household debt has reached 87.4 percent of GDP

— among the highest in Asia. [Bangkok Post 1] [The

Nation 1]

Average household debt now stands at THB 740,596

(USD 21,500), a four-year high, with rising living costs

driving more families into informal borrowing. Banks

are tightening credit amid concerns over non-

performing loans, prompting the Ministry of Finance to

fast-track a plan for commercial banks to set up Asset

Management Companies (AMCs) to absorb bad debt.

[Bangkok Post 2] [The Nation 2]

Former deputy finance minister Paopoom Rojanasakul

has urged the government to preserve existing debt-

relief programs that supported nearly six million

citizens, warning that abandoning them would push

vulnerable households deeper into distress. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Ratings downgrades and fragile growth

Thailand’s fiscal credibility is already under pressure

from global markets. Fitch downgraded the country’s

outlook from stable to negative in September, citing

weak governance and rising debt. S&P is expected to

follow in November, reinforcing fears of shrinking fiscal

space. [The Nation 3] [Reuters]

At the same time, economic indicators show little

momentum. Consumer confidence dropped to 50.1 in

August, farm incomes fell 10.8 percent year-on-year,

and tourism numbers remain below pre-pandemic

levels. Exports, while still expanding, slowed under new
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US tariffs. GDP growth for 2026 is projected at just 2.2

percent — far short of the pace required to ease debt

burdens. [Bangkok Post 4]

Stimulus impact on SMEs

Government stimulus schemes are expected to

temporarily buoy small and medium-sized enterprises

(SMEs), particularly in the tourism and services sector.

A survey by SME D Bank found that SME confidence is

set to rise sharply in the fourth quarter, with the index

jumping from 67.1 to 80.6, and loan demand projected

to double as firms prepare for the high season.

Tourism-linked businesses show the highest increase

in loan applications, with micro-enterprises also

benefiting. SME D Bank has announced credit at

preferential interest rates to capture this demand. Yet

entrepreneurs remain concerned about competition

from cheap imports from China, Vietnam, and India.

[Bangkok Post 5]

Development priorities off track

The National Economic and Social Development

Council (NESDC), Thailand’s central planning agency

responsible for long-term economic strategy, has

delivered a blunt assessment: despite THB 3.37 trillion

(USD 105 billion) in spending under the current

national development plan, the country is falling

behind its 2027 goals. More than half the funds have

gone to welfare and routine costs, while only 10

percent reached agriculture — mostly short-term

subsidies rather than innovation or technology

investment.

As a result, GDP per capita is on track to miss its 2027

target by more than USD 1,000, inequality remains

entrenched, and emissions are rising. The NESDC

warned that Thailand’s failure to sustain growth above

five percent since 2007 has locked it into middle-

income status, with inefficiency, regulatory burdens,

and weak governance preventing a shift toward high-

value industries. [The Nation 4]

Officials insist that fiscal stability remains sound, citing

USD 267.4 billion in reserves and subdued inflation.

Yet the core dilemma remains unresolved: Thailand is

buying time with subsidies while postponing the

reforms needed to secure long-term competitiveness.

Unless Anutin’s government delivers a credible

roadmap in November, it risks further erosion of

investor confidence and the prospect of a prolonged

fiscal squeeze — with welfare spending cushioning the

present but mortgaging the future.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-til/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-tir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-tiy/


Thailand: Tourism sector calls for

safeguards in Land Bridge megaproject

(lm) Tourism operators in southern Thailand have

urged the government to ensure minimal

environmental impact from the proposed Land Bridge

megaproject, which aims to link the Gulf of Thailand

with the Andaman Sea through deep-sea ports and

new logistics routes. Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul has pledged to move forward with the

scheme despite his government’s expected four-month

tenure.

The Tourism Council of Thailand warned that increased

shipping could damage fragile marine ecosystems near

popular dive sites such as Koh Tao in Surat Thani,

urging strict regulation of shipping lanes. While the

sector does not oppose the project, it seeks

assurances that economic benefits will outweigh

environmental costs.

Local business leaders in Chumphon province — one

of the project’s hubs — argue the Land Bridge could

transform the province into a logistics and trade hub,

creating jobs in ports, factories, and logistics while

raising incomes and boosting real estate and tourism.

Chumphon already attracts foreign tourists seeking

quieter alternatives to Phuket, with tourism

contributing around 35 percent of its revenue.

Advocates say the share could double after the project.

Some communities remain concerned about damage

to fisheries and natural resources. Supporters stress

that large infrastructure inevitably carries trade-offs,

but call for thorough environmental impact

assessments with local participation to build trust.

They argue modern construction technology can help

mitigate harm while enabling the region to compete

with other Southeast Asian logistics hubs. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Government revitalizes export

strategy for ornamental fish

(msz) hailand’s Department of Fisheries and Thailand

Post will launch a new express logistics service in

October to strengthen the country’s ornamental fish

exports. The first phase will focus on shipping Siamese

fighting fish (betta) to the United States, China, Japan,

Taiwan, and Indonesia, with later expansion to other

species.
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The global ornamental fish market is worth over THB

10 billion (USD 310 million) annually. Thailand holds an

11 percent share, earning more than THB 1 billion

(USD 31 million) in exports, of which bettas account for

40 percent. Officials say the initiative is designed to

make Thai exporters more competitive and to

reinforce Thailand’s role as a key supplier in the global

trade of ornamental fish. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Transport Ministry pushes USD

1.2 billion infrastructure drive, revises

flat-fare policy

(bk) hailand’s Transport Ministry has unveiled a THB 38

billion (USD 1.2 billion) investment package for tender

within the next four months, covering urban rail and

regional connectivity projects. Priorities include Red

Line extensions in Bangkok, the Dark Red Line link to

Thammasat University, and Phase 1 of the Phuket

Expressway, alongside Cabinet-pending approvals for

double-track rail upgrades in the south to Hat Yai and

the Malaysian border.

At the same time, Transport Minister Phiphat

Ratchakitprakarn confirmed the rollback of the THB 20

(USD 0.6) flat fare on Bangkok’s Purple and Red Lines

by October 2025, a year earlier than planned. The

government will instead pursue an integrated fare

package across land, water, and rail transport, with the

option of a single-ticket system to ease living costs.

[The Nation]

Thailand: Study finds nearly half of Thais

have fallen victim to financial fraud

(lm) A Chulalongkorn University survey presented at

the Bank of Thailand Symposium 2025 shows that 47

percent of Thais have already been victims of financial

fraud, while 73 percent are at risk of being targeted.

Call center scams are the most common, but

investment scams account for the largest share of

financial losses, affecting 79 percent of victims.

Older generations — Baby Boomers (born 1946–1964)

and Generation X (born 1965–1980) — with monthly

incomes of THB 10,000–30,000 (USD 290–870), are

more often deceived through call center and

investment fraud. Younger victims — Generation Y or

Millennials (born 1981–1996) and Generation Z (born

1997–2012) — with monthly incomes below THB
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30,000 (USD 870), are more often targeted with job

scams and online shopping fraud.

The study found that most victims do not file police

reports due to complicated procedures, time

constraints, or shame. Only 10 percent reported to the

police, while 28 percent stayed silent. Regional data

indicate scam losses account for 0.14 percent of

Thailand’s GDP, compared with 0.29 percent in Hong

Kong and 0.15 percent in Singapore. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Air Force expands fleet with

Airbus MRTT+ and H225 helicopters

(bk) The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) has signed

contracts with Airbus for one A330 Multi Role Tanker

Transport Plus (MRTT+) aircraft and two H225

helicopters to strengthen refueling, airlift, and

emergency response capabilities.

The MRTT+, based on the A330neo, will provide air-to-

air refueling, long-range transport, humanitarian aid,

and medical evacuation. Delivery is scheduled for 2029

following conversion in Spain, with local maintenance

support from Thai Aviation Industries.

The H225 helicopters will expand RTAF’s search-and-

rescue and medical evacuation fleet, complementing

its existing H225M units in service since 2015. [Thai

Enquirer]

Thailand: Outgoing Second Army

commander appointed as special royal

guard

(lm) King Vajiralongkorn has appointed 38 senior

military and police officers as special royal guards,

effective October 1, under a royal command published

in the Royal Gazette. Among them is Lieutenant

General Boonsin Padklang, commander of the Second

Army Region, who is retiring at the end of September.

The Second Army Region is the army command

responsible for northeastern Thailand, a politically

significant stronghold bordering Laos and Cambodia.

Its remit makes it central not only to domestic security

but also to managing tensions along the Cambodian

border, where disputes over land demarcation and

troop presence remain unresolved.
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The appointments were made under multiple legal

provisions governing royal security, including the Royal

Guards Act (1937) and the Defence Ministry’s 2016

regulations on the appointment of royal guards. The

royal command also removed former police chief

Chakthip Chaijinda and Lieutenant General Adul

Boonthamcharoen from guard duty, effective

September 15. [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: State-oil company raises

stake offshore oil project, commiting up

to USD 338 million

(ms) Timor-Leste’s state oil company Timor Gap is

putting more money into a planned offshore oil

development with Australia’s Finder Energy. Under a

new agreement, Timor Gap will lift its stake in the Kuda

Tasi–Jahal (KTJ) project from 24 percent to 34 percent

and help pay for the project, while Finder keeps a 66

percent interest and remains operator. The transfer

still needs regulatory and third-party approvals, with

closing expected in late October 2025.

Timor Gap has agreed to fund 50 percent of total

development spending once a final investment

decision (FID) is taken, capped at USD 338 million,

provided FID happens before September 30, 2026.

Before FID, Timor Gap will also cover 24 percent of

costs aimed at speeding the decision (capped at USD

15 million) and 12 percent of other joint-venture costs

backdated to January 1, 2025.

The KTJ project targets two offshore oil fields—Kuda

Tasi and Jahal—covered by Production Sharing

Contract 19-11. It is positioned to be Timor-Leste’s first

fully sovereign upstream development, giving the

country a direct role in bringing the fields into

production.

Engineering work is under way. The partners are in

Front-End Engineering and Design (FEED), including

detailed subsurface studies, refinement of the subsea

production system, and choosing a floating production,

storage and offloading vessel (FPSO). The current plan

is to drill subsea wells that send fluids to the FPSO for

processing and storage, with oil offloaded to shuttle

tankers.

Commercial and regulatory steps are progressing in

parallel, including the field development plan,

environmental and social impact studies, risk

assessments, and contractor engagement. Joint-

venture governance has been updated, with the
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operating committee approval threshold raised to 75

percent following Timor Gap’s larger stake.

The funding package is intended to reduce Finder’s

upfront capital burden and support debt financing as

the project moves toward key milestones: completing

FEED, independent resource certification, FPSO

selection and contract, securing a drilling unit, and

obtaining approvals. The partners are targeting FID by

mid-2026. Remaining uncertainties include regulatory

sign-offs, service-market availability and costs, and oil-

price conditions that could affect timing. [Offshore

Engineering]

Timor-Leste: State oil company boosts

stake in offshore fields

(ms) Finder Energy has signed a binding farm-in

agreement with Timor-Leste’s national oil company,

Timor Gap, to increase Timor Gap’s interest in offshore

Production Sharing Contract 19-11—from 24 percent

to 34 percent—covering the Kuda Tasi and Jahal (KTJ)

oil fields. Finder will retain a 66 percent interest and

operatorship. Completion of the transfer is subject to

regulatory and third-party approvals, with closing

anticipated in late October 2025.

Subject to a final investment decision before

September 30, 2026, Timor Gap will fund 50 percent of

total development capital expenditure for the KTJ

project, capped at USD 338 million on a gross basis.

Ahead of FID, Timor Gap will also provide immediate

funding support: 24 percent of costs to accelerate FID

(capped at USD 15 million) and 12 percent of other

joint-venture expenditure retrospectively from January

1, 2025 until FID.

Finder said the agreement strengthens the project’s

funding base and reduces development risk as the

joint venture progresses front-end engineering and

design, selects a floating production storage and

offloading vessel, and secures a drilling unit. Ongoing

work includes detailed subsurface evaluation and

reservoir modeling, refinement of subsea production

system components, and commercial and regulatory

preparations including partner alignment, approvals,

and contractor engagement.

The KTJ development is positioned to be Timor-Leste’s

first fully sovereign upstream oil project, aligning with

the country’s nation-building strategy and supporting a

targeted pathway to FID by mid-2026. [Discovery Alert]
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Timor-Leste: Drilling approved at

limestone project

Regulators have cleared drilling to begin at the

Werumata limestone project in Timor-Leste, moving

the venture a step closer to defining a targeted 500

million tonne resource. The campaign will test

thickness, continuity and grade across high-purity

carbonate horizons to support a compliant resource

estimate and shape the field development plan,

including processing, logistics and long-lead equipment

needs.

The immediate focus is geological: establishing how

much rock can be mined, at what quality, and how

consistently across the deposit. Results will guide

follow-up delineation drilling, engineering studies and

permitting, as well as decisions on quarry design,

haulage, port solutions and potential export pathways.

Partner negotiations continue in parallel under a

proposed Master Agreement that contemplates

marketing and offtake arrangements once a resource

is in hand.

The scale of the target makes today’s approval

consequential for Timor-Leste’s economy. Even modest

commercialization scenarios point to large numbers

over the life of the mine. If just ten percent of the

target—around 50 million tonnes—were mined and

sold at an illustrative free-on-board price of USD 15 per

tonne, gross sales would total about USD 750 million.

At 100 million tonnes, that rises to roughly USD 1.5

billion, while a fuller development could reach multi-

billion-dollar territory. The state’s receipts would

depend on final fiscal terms, but a five percent royalty

on USD 750 million of sales alone would yield USD 37.5

million before any income tax, fees or state dividends,

underscoring why investors and policymakers are

watching the drill program closely. [TipRanks]

Timelines for a resource declaration and investment

decision have not been disclosed and will hinge on drill

outcomes, market conditions and permitting. Key risks

are typical for projects at this stage: meeting quality

specifications, securing environmental and social

approvals, and locking in infrastructure and services at

acceptable cost. Still, with regulatory clearance in place

and drilling about to start, Werumata advances from

concept to proof—bringing Timor-Leste closer to a

potential new pillar of non-oil revenue and deeper

integration into regional industrial supply chains.

Further updates are expected as assays are received

and feasibility work progresses.
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Vietnam: National Assembly party

organization kicks off 2025-2030 tenure

with strategic goals and reforms

(hn) On September 25, 2025, the first congress of the

National Assembly (NA) Party Organization for the

2025-2030 tenure opened in Hanoi with 297 delegates

representing over 2,800 Party members.

The congress reviewed past accomplishments and set

orientations for 2025–2030, focusing on

comprehensive leadership in legislation, supervision,

decision-making, external relations, and state auditing.

Key goals include ensuring high-quality laws and

resolutions, conducting the 2026–2031 elections,

strengthening Party building, and achieving high

performance ratings across Party organizations and

members.

Four strategic breakthroughs were identified:

developing and perfecting the legal system to support

national development; renewing supervision and

decision-making methods; training and effectively

using high-quality human resources for the NA and

State Audit; and promoting digital transformation in

operations. The congress called on officials and Party

members to build on past achievements, innovate, and

uphold democracy, solidarity, and unity to successfully

implement the 2025–2030 resolution. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: Plan to expand and modernize

diplomatic network through 2045

(hn) Vietnam plans to expand its diplomatic network to

about 115 overseas missions by 2030 and around 150

by 2045, under a new government resolution to

modernize and professionalize its foreign service.

The strategy seeks to align Vietnam’s diplomacy with

its rising global role by improving remuneration to

ASEAN standards, enhancing competitiveness, and

strengthening personnel training. It sets out six key

priorities, including upgrading the quality of diplomatic

staff, building a pool of experts in priority fields, and

creating a unified identity and motto for missions.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is tasked with boosting

digital communication to raise public awareness of the

country’s diplomatic history and activities, while legal

frameworks governing treaties and agreements will be

refined. Administrative reforms will focus on

streamlining processes, driving digital transformation,

and improving responsiveness, positioning diplomacy
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as a pioneering force in advancing the Party and State’s

foreign policy in a new era of national growth.

[Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: Politburo appoints Lê Quang

Tùng as Cần Thơ City Party Secretary

(hn) The Politburo has appointed Lê Quang Tùng, a

member of the Party Central Committee and

Secretary-General and Chairman of the National

Assembly Office, as Secretary of the Cần Thơ City Party

Committee for the 2025–2030 term.

On the morning of September 27, at the first congress

of the Cần Thơ Party Committee for 2025–2030,

Nguyễn Thành Tâm, Deputy Head of the Central

Organization Commission, announced the Politburo’s

decisions on appointing the Cần Thơ Party Committee,

its Standing Committee, and the city’s Secretary and

Deputy Secretary.

Meanwhile, the former Cần Thơ Party Secretary, Đỗ

Thanh Bình, has been reassigned as Permanent

Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Home Affairs.

[Thesagigontimes] [Dantri, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Control of national data sparks

rift between Security and Military

(ms) An emerging report of the publication Intelligence

Online suggests a widening rift over Vietnam’s flagship

e-government programme, Project 06, with the

Ministry of Public Security (MPS) and the Ministry of

Defense (MOD) competing to shape—and control—the

architecture of the country’s digital state. [Intelligence

Online]

Project 06, launched in January 2022, aims to digitize

public services and build unified databases of citizens

and businesses. While implementation has advanced

across multiple agencies, progress within the defense

establishment appears uneven. According to

Intelligence Online, the MOD’s cyber arm, Command 86,

reported new steps in early September, and on 19

August the ministry re-issued a tender to hire a project

manager for its internal rollout, budgeted at roughly 6

billion dong (about US$250,000). The repeat tender

and measured pace are portrayed as caution that

some government critics interpret as foot-dragging;

the MOD frames its approach as necessary prudence

around sensitive data.
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At the center of the dispute are access and

compliance. The MPS, which shepherded early phases

of Project 06 when Tô Lâm served as minister, argues

that meeting program standards requires cross-

government visibility into strategic data centers. In

practice, that could extend MPS oversight to defense

personnel records and information held by MOD-

linked enterprises. The MOD, citing institutional

sovereignty and confidentiality, has resisted broad

external access, preferring incremental procurement

and internal modernization that maintains clear lines

of control.

The rivalry is reinforced by competing industrial

ecosystems. On the public-security side, state-aligned

firms have been mobilized to deliver core platforms.

GTEL and the Vietnam Post and Telecommunications

Group are involved in strategic facilities, including the

National Population Data Center, while MK Group

supplies microchips for digital ID cards and has

explored defense collaborations with South Africa’s

Reutech. On the defense side, Viettel—the military-

owned telecoms and defense conglomerate—anchors

capabilities ranging from national networks to

advanced sensors and remains the MOD’s natural

champion for sensitive infrastructure.

Legal and political developments add momentum. The

Law on the National Defense and Security Industry and

Industrial Mobilization took effect on 1 July 2025,

reshaping procurement frameworks and clarifying

roles for defense-linked producers. Since Tô Lâm

became General Secretary in 2024, the MPS has

consolidated influence in the data sphere, including

through a National Data Association designed to align

private participants with state data-governance

priorities.

The stakes are significant. Parallel systems and

overlapping mandates risk slowing service delivery,

complicating cybersecurity oversight and weakening

interoperability just as digital-ID usage and data-driven

policymaking expand. A durable settlement would

likely require clear legal guardrails for inter-ministerial

data access, a neutral technical authority for

interoperability standards and transparent

procurement that limits conflicts of interest. For now,

Vietnam’s digital transformation advances on twin

tracks: the MPS pressing for centralized access and

strict compliance, and the MOD pursuing guarded

modernization within its own perimeter. How these

tracks converge—or fail to—will determine whether

Project 06 becomes a showcase of coordinated state

modernization or a case study in institutional rivalry.
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ASEAN pushes economic diversification

(tl) The ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) meeting, led

by Malaysian Minister of Investment, Trade and

Industry Zafrul Abdul Aziz, reaffirmed the bloc’s

commitment to diversifying economic links amid global

uncertainties, highlighting the prospects of deeper

ASEAN-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) cooperation.

The meeting discussed progress on Priority Economic

Deliverables (PEDs), other key initiatives and joint

efforts with dialogue partners. The PEDs are concrete,

yearly economic targets for ASEAN, aimed at driving

regional integration, improving competitiveness, and

ensuring measurable progress in trade, investment,

digitalization, and sustainable growth.

Key outcomes of the meeting included the planned

signing of the upgraded ASEAN Trade in Goods

Agreement (ATIGA) at the upcoming 46th ASEAN

Summit, which incorporates new measures on supply

chain resilience, remanufactured goods, and crisis

response.

Ministers also advanced the ASEAN Digital Economy

Framework Agreement (DEFA), underscored the ASEAN

Geoeconomics Task Force’s (AGTF) strategies, and

endorsed the ASEAN Framework for Integrated

Semiconductor Supply-Chain (AFISS).

Discussions further underscored concerns over

protectionism and unilateral trade measures, with

ASEAN reiterating support for a rules-based

multilateral trading system anchored in World Trade



Organization (WTO) principles. [Malay Mail] [Free

Malaysia Today]

ASEAN steel policy makers propose ASEAN

Council on Steel

(tl) Malaysia’s Deputy Investment, Trade and Industry

Minister Liew Chin Tong announced a proposal to

establish the ASEAN Council on Steel, aiming to boost

government-to-government (G2G) cooperation and

creating a more structured and organized framework

for the regional steel industry.

The proposal was raised at the ASEAN Steel

Policymakers’ meeting, attended by delegates from

several ASEAN countries.

The council would address five main areas: capacity

management, decarbonization, steel standards for

high-rise construction, technical cooperation, and

trade remedies. Liew also suggested extending

collaboration to China following his recent visit to

Beijing and the China Iron and Steel Association.

Regional steel demand has nearly rebounded to pre-

pandemic levels of 80 million tons in 2018-2019, with

ASEAN-6 consumption reaching 74 million tons in

2023. [Malay Mail]

China tops Southeast Asia influence

index, outpacing US in six countries

(dql) China is Southeast Asia’s most influential external

partner, leveraging its economic clout to gain

prominence across the region, according to the Lowy

Institute’s latest Southeast Asia Influence Index. China

leads in six of the region’s 11 countries—Cambodia,

Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam

—with an overall influence score of 65, slightly ahead

of the United States. [Lowy Institute]

China dominates trade and investment: it is the top

export market for Southeast Asia, accounting for

around 20 percent of exports and 26 percent of

imports, and has become a major source of private

investment, representing 21 percent of new projects

from 2015–2024. It also leads in people-to-people ties,

including tourism and education, though its media

influence remains limited.

While China excels economically and diplomatically, it

does not yet dominate in defence networks, leaving
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space for the United States—which maintains the

deepest security ties—and other Indo-Pacific powers

such as Japan, Australia, India, and South Korea. Japan,

in particular, has a multidimensional presence across

the region.

The report highlights Southeast Asia’s efforts to

diversify partnerships to mitigate risks from US-China

rivalry, though some countries remain highly exposed

to China. [SCMP]

China’s influence was illustrated during the

Cambodian-Thai border clash in late July. Thai

intelligence documents indicate that, weeks before the

five-day conflict, Chinese military aircraft delivered

rockets, artillery shells, and mortars to Cambodia,

which were later moved to the contested northern

border near the Preah Vihear temple. Cambodian

officials described the shipments as routine post-

exercise movements.

Satellite imagery and expert analyses show that

Phnom Penh had been fortifying positions, building

roads, and constructing a base, signaling a proactive

stance. While Thailand’s superior arsenal allowed it to

regain control, Cambodia’s use of Chinese-supplied

heavy weapons prolonged fighting and caused civilian

casualties, highlighting the strategic impact of Beijing’s

military support. [The New York Times]

China uses UN stage to challenge U.S.

unilateralism, rally Global South behind

multilateral order

(dql/efg) Speaking at the UN General Assembly on

September 26, Chinese Premier Li Qiang called for a

stronger multilateral order rooted in solidarity,

criticized U.S. unilateralism, and promoted China’s

vision of inclusive globalization. Without naming

Washington, Li reiterated China’s condemnation of

protectionist tariff policies and warned against a return

to politics in which “might dictates right,” framing them

as threats to peace and prosperity. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China]

Highlighting the coincidence of the 80th anniversary of

the founding of the UN and China’s victory against

Japan that ended World War II in the Asia, Li positioned

China as a defender of global cooperation, endorsing

the Paris Agreement, UN reform, and support for

smaller states—policies Trump had derided days

earlier.
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He also highlighted Beijing’s Global Governance

Initiative (GGI), aimed at rallying the Global South

around a multipolar framework inspired by China’s

development model, while warning—in a thinly veiled

reference to the U.S.—that a “major cause of the

current global economic doldrums is the rise in

unilateral and protectionist measures, such as tariff

hikes and erection of walls and barriers.”  

Along with the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the Global

Security Initiative (GSI) and the Global Civilization

Initiative (GCI), the GGI, introduced by Chinese

President Xi Jinping at the recent Shanghai

Cooperation Organization Summit September 2025, is

part of Beijing’s broader effort to shape international

norms and institutions in line with its interests and

development model. The initiative calls for a

multipolar, inclusive, and cooperation-based world

order, contrasting itself with what China portrays as

U.S.-dominated liberal internationalism. [China Global

South Project] [AiR Special Feature Sepetmebr 2025]

China’s approach at the UN—leveraging its Security

Council veto, cultivating Global South alliances, and

contrasting its steadiness with U.S. unpredictability—is

widely seen as reflecting a broader strategy to reshape

the global order. Analysts note that Beijing is exploiting

U.S. missteps to project itself as a consistent,

pragmatic alternative, while gradually pushing its own

governance model. [SCMP] [The New York Times]

China pledges cooperation on implementing Global

Development Initiative

In an earlier September 23 speech at the UN High-

Level Meeting on the Global Development Initiative

(GDI) at UN headquarters in New York, Li reaffirmed

China's commitment to advocating the initiative, along

with the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development. He urged for stronger global

cooperation in building an open economy, supporting

developing nations, fostering innovation and

promoting green, low-carbon growth. Li underscored

China's increased investment in global transformation

while pledging not to seek special trade advantages in

World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations.

Launched in 2021, the GDI is a Chinese-led framework,

designed to promote international development

cooperation under Beijing’s leadership, particularly

targeting the Global South.  

In addition, Li proposed the AI+ International

Cooperation Initiative, aimed at promoting the

integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into global

economic and social development, with a particular
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focus on benefiting developing countries, including

those in the Global South. [Xinhua] [CGTN]

Coinciding with Beijing's cooperation pledge in New

York, China announced it will no longer seek

developing-country status in future WTO agreements—

a decision that addresses long-standing U.S. and EU

concerns.

The status previously granted China trade advantages,

including looser market-opening requirements and

exemption from climate fund contributions. Although

Chinese Commerce officials stressed the country is a

member of the developing world, they framed the

move as support for the global trading system amid

rising protectionism, without directly referencing U.S.

tariffs.

China has increasingly become a global lender,

investing heavily in infrastructure in regions, such as

Africa, through the Belt and Road Initiative. The

announcement comes as the WTO faces mounting

pressure to reform, driven by ongoing disputes and

the paralysis of its Appellate Body’s paralysis since

2019. [Euronews]

In 2019, the U.S. halted appointments to the WTO’s

Appellate Body. As a result, since December 2019, the

body has been unable to hear appeals, lacking the

minimum number of three judges required to operate.

WTO judges are appointed by consensus among all

WTO member states.

China unveils new climate targets at UN

Climate Summit

(ask) In a video statement to the UN Climate Summit in

New York last week, Chinese President Xi Jinping

announced new climate commitments, pledging to cut

carbon emissions by 7–10 percent from peak levels by

2035 and raise the share of non-fossil fuels in China’s

energy mix to over 30 percent. Xi emphasized that the

world’s largest emitter would pursue green

development and continue to scale up renewable

energy. [China Daily]

His address came shortly after U.S. President Donald

Trump at the same event dismissed climate change as

a fabricated or dishonest idea created to mislead the

public, attacking renewable energy as a threat to

Western societies. Framing green energy and

immigration as a “double-tailed monster,” he criticized

Europe—particularly Germany and the UK—for

pursuing clean energy policies while urging them
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instead to increase imports of U.S. oil and gas.

[POLITICO] [The New York Times]

The targets, presented at the summit, mark the first

time Beijing has set a medium-term emissions goal,

with Xi presenting them as evidence of China’s

“determination and ability” to combat climate change.

China has already reached its carbon intensity

reduction targets ahead of schedule and is the world’s

top investor in renewables, adding record levels of

solar and wind power in recent years. [BBC]

However, climate experts described the new targets as

“underwhelming,” noting they fall short of what is

needed to align with global climate goals. Analysts

warn the pledges would allow China’s absolute

emissions to remain high well into the 2030s, limiting

the chances of keeping global warming below 1.5°C.

They also highlighted the absence of a clear coal

phase-out plan, with China continuing to approve and

build new coal-fired power plants. The European Union

joint these voices sharply criticizing China’s climate

targets, arguing they fall far short of what is necessary

given China’s status as the world’s largest emitter. [Al

Jazeera] [Financial Review] [European Newsroom]

The new commitments, presented by Xi, come as

Beijing faces mounting international pressure to take

greater responsibility in curbing emissions, particularly

given its position as both the world’s largest emitter

and the largest investor in renewable energy while the

U.S. is again making clear that it part of the global

climate efforts. Critics argue that while China’s targets

represent incremental progress, they risk leaving the

country behind in the global effort to address the

climate crisis. [CNN]

G7, EU considers price floors to promote

rare earths production, countering China

reliance

(efg) G7 members and the European Union are

reportedly exploring measures to reduce their reliance

on China for rare earths and other critical minerals

following recent export restrictions from Beijing that

disrupted European industries. Related discussions

were held between technical teams in Chicago in

September, which followed the launched a Critical

Minerals Action Plan by G7 leaders in June.

China tightened controls in April 2025, surprising

buyers, in response to United States tariffs, causing

supply bottlenecks for European automakers and

raising concerns over future shutdowns.
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Measures discussed at the Chicago meeting include

price floors, potentially supported by subsidies to

stimulate domestic production. Other measures such

as carbon-based tariffs on Chinese exports, stricter

regulation on foreign investment to prevent companies

from turning to China and possible geographical

restrictions or local content rules for public

procurement.

The EU is examining ideas such as joint purchasing,

reciprocal deals within the G7 and the creation of a

shared stockpile of rare earths and other strategic

materials similar to the reserves held for oil and gas.

[Reuters]

EU plans fresh round of tariffs, probes in

trade dispute with China

(efg) The European Commission is reportedly

preparing tariffs of 25-50 percent on Chinese steel and

related products. While Brussels and Beijing have not

officially commented, the move follows President

Ursula von der Leyen's pledge to introduce a new

trade tool to curb steel imports and replace current

safeguards that expire in 2026 and cannot be

extended. [Handelsblatt, in German]

China's steel exports are forecast to rise between 4

and 9 percent hitting a record of between 115-120

million tons. However, only 4 percent of China's steel

exports—which remain half of the world's—go to the

European Union. Analysts say the proposed European

Union (EU) tariffs would have limited impact on China's

industry, though China already faces dozens of global

trade restrictions. [Reuters 1]

The tariffs appear to be part of the EU’s broader plans

to intensify its trade defenses against China, aiming to

shield its industries from cheap imports and industrial

spillovers, with former EU trade commissioner Cecilia

Malmstrom announcing that the EU is preparing

around 20 new anti-dumping investigations, expected

to be launched in the coming weeks.

EU officials have expressed growing frustration with

Beijing’s trade practices, including industrial

overcapacity and the “weaponization” of critical

materials like rare earths and magnets. Measures such

as China’s export licensing rules for these commodities

have caused European industrial closures and

prompted EU complaints, including against provisional

tariffs on EU pork.
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While trade defense measures provide temporary

relief, EU officials acknowledge they cannot fully

address systemic issues arising from China’s state

capitalist model and market distortions. Denis

Redonnet, the EU’s top trade enforcement official,

emphasized that lasting solutions require structural

reform in China, as border-level interventions only

partially mitigate overcapacity challenges. [SCMP 1]

The EU-China trade friction remains a significant

geopolitical concern. European Commission President

Ursula von der Leyen recently raised issues of export

controls, market access, and overcapacity with Chinese

Premier Li Qiang at last week’s UN General Assembly,

signaling ongoing dialogue amid strategic tensions.

Von der Leyen reemphasized Europe's concerns

regarding export controls, market access and

overcapacity but welcomed China's willingness to

engage. She praised China's role in tackling climate

change and expressed willingness to advance green

transition collaboration following President Donald

Trump's comments ridiculing climate change as a

"green scam". [SCMP 2]

Li urged both sides to uphold their original diplomatic

ties, maintain open markets and act as "responsible

poles” for global stability with strategic independence

amid international uncertainty. He urged the EU to

follow fair competition practices and World Trade

Organization (WTO) regulations stressing the EU must

refrain from "politicizing economic and trade issues".

[Anadolu Ajansi] [Xinhua]

Beyond trade, von der Leyen used the meeting to

renew her calls for Beijing to encourage Moscow to

engage in peace talks, stressing that “the time for

diplomacy is now.” China’s official statement, however,

sidestepped the issue. [Reuters 2] [Xinhua]

China joins Russia, Pakistan, Iran in

rejecting U.S. call to reclaim Afghan

military base

(dql) China, Russia, Pakistan, and Iran jointly urged

respect for Afghanistan’s sovereignty following US

President Donald Trump’s statement that Washington

intends to “take back” the Bagram airbase. The call

came during an informal meeting on the sidelines of

last week’s UN General Assembly in New York, led by

Chinese special envoy Yue Xiaoyong. The four

countries emphasized opposition to foreign military

bases in Afghanistan and pledged continued support

for the country’s peaceful reconstruction.
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In a September 18 press conference with British Prime

Minister Keir Starmer, Trump warned that “bad things

will happen,” should Afghanistan refuse to “give

Bagram Airbase back to those that built it, the United

States of America.” [Reuters]

Trump’s statement—four years after US forces

evacuated their military bases in Afghanistan—targets

the Soviet-era Bagram facility—situated near China’s

nuclear sites in Xinjiang— and was widely interpreted

as an attempt to counter China’s growing nuclear and

missile capabilities and reassert US strategic influence

in the region.

Analysts note that China’s nuclear arsenal, while

smaller than that of the US and Russia, is the fastest-

growing globally, with projections of over 1,000

operational warheads by 2030. [SCMP] [Al Jazeera]

Japan signals stronger role in Middle East

diplomacy at UN General Assembly

(dql) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba

announced that Tokyo will join a new international

initiative, alongside France, Norway, and Saudi Arabia,

to address Palestine’s financial crisis and support the

establishment of responsible governance. Speaking in

New York, Ishiba emphasized that strengthening

governance is essential as Palestine moves toward

recognition as a responsible member of the

international community.

Ishiba’s remarks followed his UN General Assembly

speech, in which he condemned Israel’s expanded

military operations in Gaza, highlighting the escalating

humanitarian crisis and warning that continued actions

could undermine the long-sought two-state solution.

Japan has indicated it may take new measures if Israel

further obstructs Palestinian statehood, signaling a

potential shift in Tokyo’s policy stance. [Prime

Minister's Office, Japan] [Anadolu Ajansı]

Japan deploys F-15s to Europe for first

time

(dql) For the first time, Japan deployed Air Self-Defense

Force (ASDF) F-15 fighter jets to Europe. Two aircraft

arrived at Germany’s Laage Air Base on September 23

following a stop in Britain, as part of the broader

“Atlantic Eagles” program, which has included visits to

the United States, Canada, and the UK to strengthen
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defense ties and promote unit-level exchanges.

[Atlantic Council]

Although the visit does not involve joint exercises, it

signals growing Japan-NATO cooperation amid Russia’s

invasion of Ukraine and China’s expanding military

presence in the Indo-Pacific, reflecting a convergence

of Euro-Atlantic and Indo-Pacific security interests.

Earlier security collaboration between Tokyo and Berlin

include a July 2024 joint exercise between German

Eurofighters and ASDF F-15s in northern Japan,

underscoring Germany’s increasing engagement with

Indo-Pacific security issues and illustrating Japan’s

evolving global defense posture. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia strengthens bilateral,

multilateral ties at UN General Assembly

(fs) On the sidelines of the 80th Session of the United

Nations General Assembly in New York, Mongolian

President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh and Minister of Foreign

Affairs Battsetseg Batmunkh held a series of high-level

meetings to advance bilateral and multilateral

cooperation.

Khurelsukh met with Finnish President Alexander

Stubb, highlighting growing ties and exploring

collaboration in trade, education, renewable energy,

and the President’s Scholar-2100 program, which is a

Mongolian government scholarship initiative.

[Montsame 1]

Discussions with Montenegro’s President Milatović

Jakov focused on commemorating the 20th

anniversary of diplomatic relations and expanding

cooperation in politics, economy, tourism, culture and

environmental initiatives. [iToim]

He also met UN Secretary-General António Guterres,

expressing support for the UN80 initiative, which aims

to improve the efficiency, effectiveness, and

transparency of the United Nations system, Mongolia’s

World Horse Day resolution, and preparations to host

COP17 to the UN Convention to Combat

Desertification, while reaffirming Mongolia’s

commitment to UN peacekeeping operations.

[Montsame 2]

Batmunkh held seven separate bilateral meetings. In

her discussion with Luxembourg’s Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Xavier Bettel,

she expressed gratitude for Luxembourg’s support in

Mongolia’s healthcare sector, while discussing
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upcoming high-level visits to mark 50 years of

diplomatic ties. [Akipress]

During her meeting with German counterpart Johann

Wadephul, she emphasized strengthening cooperation

in defense, trade, and investment, and discussed joint

educational and cultural initiatives for 2026. [Sonin]

In her meeting with Chilean counterpart Alberto van

Klaveren, the focus was on enhancing trade, education,

and mining sector cooperation, as well as

strengthening bilateral ties under shared feminist

foreign policy principles. [Montsame 3]

She also met her Armenian counterpart Ararat

Mirzoyan. Both parties signed a protocol enabling visa-

free travel for their citizens. The agreement amends

the existing visa exemption framework for diplomatic,

official, and ordinary passport holders. [Qazinform]

Battsetseg later met Saudi Arabian counterpart Faisal

bin Farhan bin Abdullah to discuss bilateral relations

and regional developments. Both countries signed an

agreement to mutually waive short-term visa

requirements for holders of diplomatic, special, and

service passports. [Akipress]

In her meeting with Guatemalan counterpart Carlos

Ramiro Martínez Alvarado, the two sides discussed

ways to expand and deepen bilateral relations and

cooperation. They signed a Memorandum of

Understanding between both ministries, establishing a

consultation mechanism to develop collaboration in

trade, culture, education, and tourism. [Montsame 4]

Finally, she met her Peruvian counterpart Elmer

Schialer. The two ministers signed a Memorandum of

Understanding establishing regular consultation

meetings to promote cooperation in trade, agriculture,

education, mining, and tourism. [Montsame 5]

Asian Development Bank lowers

Mongolia’s economic growth forecast,

highlights resilience and diversification

needs

(fs) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has revised its

growth outlook for Mongolia, projecting 5.7 percent

expansion in both 2025 and 2026, down from April

estimates of 6.6 percent and 5.9 percent (see AiR No.

15, April/2025, 3).

According to the Asian Development Outlook

September 2025 report, growth will be supported by a
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recovery in livestock numbers and the ramp-up of the

Oyu Tolgoi underground mine, but weaker coal

exports to China and reduced government spending

are expected to weigh on performance.

Non-mining sectors, particularly energy, construction,

and services, drove much of the growth in early 2025,

though agriculture faces risks from a lower crop

harvest. Inflation remained above target, with

consumer prices forecast to rise 8.6 percent in 2025

before easing to 7.2 percent in 2026.

ADB Country Director Shannon Cowlin stressed the

importance of diversifying the economy and reducing

dependence on mineral exports, noting risks from

China’s steel restrictions, delays at Oyu Tolgoi, and

potential severe winter conditions. [ADB]

European Bank for Reconstruction and

Development projects steady growth for

Mongolia despite mining slowdown

(fs) Mongolia’s economy grew 5.6 percent year on year

in the first half of 2025, supported by a 35.6 percent

rebound in agriculture after two years of poor weather

and continued expansion of the services sector, the

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

(EBRD) reported.

Mining activity remained nearly stagnant as falling coal

prices and lower output were offset by higher copper

production. Growth was driven by strong private

consumption, rising real wages, robust credit

expansion and private investment.

The EBRD forecasts GDP growth of 5.8 percent in 2025

and 5.5 percent in 2026, while warning of risks from

weaker Chinese demand and volatile commodity

prices. [EBRD]

US sanctions target facilitators of North

Korean weapons programs

(sm) North Korea’s arms export network came under

scrutiny on September 25, as the U.S. Treasury

sanctioned five individuals and one entity for their role

in supporting Pyongyang’s weapon programs. The

designations are aimed at disrupting missile

component transfers and financial channels that help

sustain North Korea’s military development.
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Royal Shune Lei Co. Ltd, a Myanmar-based firm, was

identified as a procurement front for missile parts and

bomb guidance systems likely destined for the

Myanmar military. [U.S. Department of Treasury]

[Yonhap News Agency]

Those sanctioned include Nam Chol Ung, accused of

laundering foreign currency earnings through

Southeast Asian businesses and maintaining links to

North Korea’s intelligence services. Also named was

Kim Yong Ju, a Beijing-based deputy representative of

KOMID, also known as the 221 General Bureau,

Pyongyang’s arms-export agency, who allegedly

coordinated transactions with Royal Shune Lei. U.S.

officials said the measures reflect continuing efforts to

cut off revenue streams that fuel North Korea’s missile

production in violation of UN sanctions. [The Korea

Times]

South Korean president outlines phased

approach to North Korea in UN General

Assembly address

(mo) On September 23, the South Korean President

Lee Jae Myung delivered his first speech to the United

Nations General Assembly, emphasizing his vision of a

"phased solution" to the North Korean nuclear issue,

"based on a cool-headed perception that

denuclearization cannot be achieved in the short term.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

The president underscored the responsible use of AI,

warning of risks like inequality and human rights

abuses if left unchecked, while promoting Korea’s

vision of “AI for all.” He also reaffirmed Korea’s

commitment to climate action, renewable energy, and

global sustainable development, including hosting the

2028 UN Ocean Conference. [YonhapNews]

On inter-Korean relations, Lee reaffirmed that Seoul

will not pursue unification by absorption or hostile

acts, but instead seeks trust-building, dialogue, and

cooperation under the “E.N.D. Initiative” (Exchange,

Normalization, Denuclearization). He called for

pragmatic, phased steps toward denuclearization and

lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula, stressing that

peace is not just the absence of war but coexistence

based on respect and diversity.

Moreover, he vowed to work to end the "vicious cycle"

of tensions with North Korea as he promised not to

seek regime change and pointed to his

administration's decision to halt measures that include

the sending leaflets with hostile messages across the
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military frontier and loudspeaker broadcasts as part of

a broader effort to reduce hostilities. s. [Reuters]

[United Nations]

Lee’s approach marks a strong contrast in tone from

his conservative predecessor Yoon Suk-yeol, who

advocated confrontational policy towards North Korea.

[The Korea Times] [TheKoreaHerald]

South Korea strengthens Global South ties

through digital customs initiatives

(mo) The South Korean government is placing the

Global South at the center of its trade strategy, using

customs diplomacy and digital innovation to forge

“practical and future-oriented partnerships.” At the

Global South Trade Facilitation Policy Seminar in Seoul

on September 23 to 25, customs chiefs from ten key

economies—including China, India, Vietnam, Brazil,

South Africa and Nigeria—joined discussions with

international bodies. Together, these partners account

for nearly half the world’s population and 37 percent of

South Korea’s trade.

Digital customs systems are at the heart of the plan.

Seoul showcased its Electronic Origin Data Exchange

System (EODES), which enables real-time verification of

certificates of origin under FTAs, cutting processing

from days to seconds and saving businesses over USD

93 million in logistics costs. South Korea is also

expanding Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRAs)

for trusted traders, slashing inspections by 75 percent

and speeding up clearance.

Beyond efficiency, South Korea is exporting its customs

expertise through development assistance, with

systems like UNI-PASS and the One-Stop Origin

Management System already in use across Asia and

Africa. New tailored programs are being prepared for

Nigeria, South Africa and others. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea, EU strengthen security and

defense ties to tackle emerging threats in

Indo-Pacific

(mo) On September 25 at the Hongneung Defence

Forum 2025, a South Korea-European Union (EU)

Special Session explored ways to deepen cooperation

in security and defence for a safer Indo-Pacific. The

event was jointly organized by the EU Delegation to

Korea and the Korea Institute for Defence Analysis
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(KIDA)—the country’s leading government-affiliated

think tank specializing in defense and security research

—, supported by the ESIWA+ project, building on the

ROK–EU Security and Defence Partnership adopted in

November 2024.

KIDA President Jung-soo Kim and EU Deputy Head of

Mission Roland Honekamp highlighted the growing

importance of bilateral cooperation, stressing shared

challenges such as critical infrastructure threats,

disruptive technologies, and regional instability. Both

sides emphasized their role as reliable security

partners committed to stability and prosperity in

Europe and the Indo-Pacific.

Participants from South Korea and Europe—including

officials, think tanks, academia, and the private sector

— discussed cooperation on maritime and cyber

security, counterterrorism, crisis management, and

emerging technologies like AI and drones. The talks

took place against the backdrop of global instability,

including the war in Ukraine and increasing Russia–

North Korea alignment. [European External Action

Service]

The Hongneung Defense Forum is an annual

international conference held in Seoul, South Korea,

focusing on regional security and defense cooperation

in the Indo-Pacific region. Organized by the Korea

Institute for Defense Analyses (KIDA), the forum serves

as a platform for government officials, defense

experts, academics, and industry leaders to discuss

pressing security challenges and opportunities for

collaboration.

The ESIWA+ project, co-funded by the EU, Germany,

and France, underpins these efforts by fostering

collaboration in counterterrorism, hybrid threats,

cyber security, and maritime security.

Asia takes center stage in global port

performance

(lm) The Container Port Performance Index (CPPI) 2024,

jointly published by the World Bank and S&P Global

Market Intelligence, highlights how ports across Asia

are driving global efficiency gains despite years of

disruption from the pandemic, Red Sea instability, and

Panama Canal bottlenecks.

China’s Yangshan Port topped the global ranking with a

score of 146.3, followed by Fuzhou (China) and Port

Said (Egypt). Other Asian ports also performed

strongly: Cai Mep (Vietnam) and Hamad (Qatar) were
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listed among the world’s most efficient, while

Jawaharlal Nehru Port (India) nearly doubled its

performance score since 2020, reflecting expanded

capacity and streamlined trade processes.

Pakistan’s Port Qasim was recognized as one of the

world’s fastest improvers, ranked ninth among the top

20 improving ports, after posting a 35.2-point leap

between 2020 and 2024. Officials in Islamabad hailed

the recognition as validation of regulatory reforms,

digital modernization, and infrastructure investments,

including a new dredging project to accommodate

larger vessels. The government hopes Port Qasim’s rise

will help establish Pakistan—alongside Karachi and

Gwadar—as a competitive regional hub, attracting new

foreign investment in logistics and maritime trade.

Globally, South Asia was the only region to surpass

pre-pandemic efficiency levels by 2023, although Red

Sea turmoil has since weighed on performance. The

CPPI, covering 403 ports and over 175,000 vessel calls,

underscores vessel turnaround time as the key

benchmark. Analysts note that ports in developing

economies are proving resilient by adopting digital

tools, 24/7 crane operations, and closer coordination

with customs and logistics partners. [Arab News] [Port

Technology International]

Bangladesh presses for global pledge on

Rohingya repatriation as aid dwindles and

security tensions rise

(lm) Bangladesh was set to use the September 30 high-

level conference on the Rohingyas at the United

Nations in New York to demand renewed political

commitment for repatriation, humanitarian support,

and accountability for the Rohingya genocide. Officials

emphasized that returning refugees to Myanmar is the

only sustainable solution, rejecting any notion of their

permanent integration into Bangladesh. [The Daily

Star]

The urgency is underscored by the worsening situation

in the refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar, a coastal district

in southeastern Bangladesh that now hosts the world’s

largest refugee settlement. Since late 2023, intensified

conflict in Myanmar’s Rakhine State—now largely

controlled by the Arakan Army, an ethnic Rakhine

armed group—has driven nearly 150,000 additional

Rohingyas into Bangladesh, raising the total population

to about 1.2 million. Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)

reports that 84 percent of refugees do not feel safe

returning to Myanmar, while 58 percent feel unsafe

even within the camps, citing insecurity, shrinking
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healthcare access, and rising despair. [Dhaka Tribune

1]

Funding shortfalls are compounding the crisis. Donors

have provided only 38 percent of the USD 934 million

needed this year, forcing cuts to food, health, and

education programs. The World Food Programme

warned that unless at least USD 60 million is secured

in the next six months, food assistance could face

severe disruptions from December. Japan recently

contributed USD 3.4 million (JPY 500 million), bringing

its total support for the Rohingya response since 2017

to over USD 240 million, enough to provide monthly

food aid for 100,000 refugees and 2,000 vulnerable

Bangladeshis. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh’s border security forces also rejected

allegations from the United League of Arakan, the

political wing of the Arakan Army, that they collaborate

with Rohingya militants. The Border Guard

Bangladesh, a paramilitary force responsible for

border control, dismissed the accusations as

“misleading,” stressing that it has arrested members of

the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), a militant

group blamed for attacks in Myanmar’s Rakhine State,

and the Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO), an

older armed faction active since the 1980s. Officials

said militants infiltrate from Myanmar, not Bangladesh,

and accused the Arakan Army of abuses against

Rohingya civilians and other minorities such as the Mro

and Tanchangya. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus was expected to

deliver Bangladesh’s statement at the UN conference,

which brought together world leaders, UN agencies,

civil society, and Rohingya representatives from the

camps and diaspora communities. Human Rights

Watch urged the UN Security Council to follow up with

concrete measures, warning that without

accountability for Myanmar’s military, durable

solutions for the Rohingya crisis will remain out of

reach. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh expands labor diplomacy in

Southeast Europe, Central Asia and the

Middle East

(lm/mon) Bangladesh is intensifying efforts to diversify

its labor migration and economic ties, with new

initiatives spanning Albania, Kosovo, Azerbaijan, and

Uzbekistan. The drive reflects Dhaka’s strategy to

reduce reliance on Gulf destinations while tapping

emerging demand in Europe and Central Asia.
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In New York, on the sidelines of the UN General

Assembly, Albania confirmed its interest in recruiting

Bangladeshi workers across sectors ranging from

healthcare and engineering to agriculture and

manufacturing. Talks between Albanian President

Bajram Begaj and Bangladesh’s interim leader

Muhammad Yunus included plans for a memorandum

of understanding to formalize recruitment. Practical

hurdles remain, as Bangladeshi applicants currently

must travel to New Delhi for Albanian visas, though

Tirana is considering an e-visa system. Albania also

offered university placements for Bangladeshi

students. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Kosovo President Vjosa Osmani likewise proposed

agreements to expand labor migration, trade, and

youth exchanges, highlighting Kosovo’s strong

economic growth and demand in the textile sector.

Bangladeshi advisers pressed for a memorandum of

understanding on safe recruitment to guarantee

worker protections, while Yunus invited Kosovan

delegations to Dhaka. [BSS News] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

In Baku, Labour Adviser Sakhawat Hossain called on

Azerbaijan to recruit more skilled Bangladeshi workers,

improve visa access, and expand investment

cooperation. Both sides agreed to form a joint working

group and discussed opportunities in Bangladesh’s

special economic zones. Azerbaijan urged Dhaka to

accelerate ratification of the Organisation of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC) Labor Statute to deepen

collaboration within the bloc. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh also reached understandings with

Uzbekistan to send semi-skilled and skilled workers.

Dhaka and Tashkent signed a visa-exemption

agreement for diplomatic passport holders and

discussed cooperation in trade, investment,

connectivity, and higher education, including

opportunities for Bangladeshi students in Uzbek

universities. [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Separately, Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain

met Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein, with both

sides agreeing to boost cooperation in manpower,

trade, and communications, signaling renewed

engagement with the Middle East labor market. [Dhaka

Tribune 5]

EU’s tougher migration policy drives mass

deportations of Bangladeshi asylum

seekers
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(lm) The European Union’s (EU) new migration

framework is leading to a surge in deportations of

Bangladeshi nationals, who now rank third among

political asylum applicants in Europe. With a rejection

rate of 96 percent, almost all Bangladeshi claims are

being dismissed, accelerating forced returns under the

bloc’s stricter approach.

Since March 2025, Frontex, the EU’s border agency, has

chartered multiple flights to Dhaka, with deportees

sent back from countries including Italy, Greece,

Cyprus, France, Romania, Spain, Malta, and Sweden.

The most recent chartered flight on September 25

carried 29 Bangladeshis, most of whom had asylum

claims rejected; Italian authorities said 13 had also

faced criminal charges. Earlier, in August, the UK

carried out its first dedicated deportation flight of

Bangladeshis under its own migration regime.

The EU’s reforms aim to raise the current return rate—

below 20 percent of irregular migrants—by speeding

up claim processing and creating so-called “return

hubs” outside EU territory. Rejected applicants may

face sanctions, detention, or confiscation of

documents until removal. European Commission

President Ursula von der Leyen has urged faster

repatriations, citing political pressure within member

states.

Bangladesh’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs acknowledges

concern over the growing trend but stresses Dhaka

discourages irregular migration. Since 2023, over 3,500

Bangladeshis have been forcibly returned from

Europe, including 1,500 in the past year. Civil society

groups such as Brac, working with the EU and Frontex,

provide reintegration support but warn that

Bangladesh’s ranking as the top source of irregular

Mediterranean crossings is damaging to its

international reputation.

Analysts link the crackdown to Europe’s strained

budgets, shifting priorities under the Russia–Ukraine

war, and rising anti-immigration sentiment. With more

than 45,000 Bangladeshi asylum cases still pending

and near-total rejection rates, officials expect the

number of deportations to rise sharply in the coming

months. [Dhaka Tribune]

BRICS-backed bank to issue first Indian

rupee bond by March 2026

(lm) The New Development Bank (NDB), established by

BRICS countries, plans to issue its first Indian rupee-

denominated bond in the domestic market before the
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end of March 2026. The debut tranche, expected to

raise between USD 400 million and USD 500 million,

will carry a three- to five-year maturity. At the current

exchange rate, this equals roughly INR 33.3–41.6

billion. Final approval is pending with the Reserve Bank

of India.

The move marks NDB’s expansion into Indian currency

financing after previous bond issuances in Chinese

yuan and South African rand. It is intended to provide

local currency funding for Indian infrastructure

projects and aligns with the bank’s five-year strategy to

conduct about 30 percent of its lending in member-

state currencies. Analysts noted that the issuance

could boost liquidity in India’s bond market, attract

emerging-market investors, and be seen as a step

toward internationalizing the rupee.

The plan comes as both China and India promote

wider global acceptance of their currencies, amid

broader debates about de-dollarization. While India’s

rupee has recently weakened to record lows due to

external trade and tariff pressures, analysts believe

this will not deter investor interest. [Reuters]

China, Pakistan, Iran and Russia press

Afghanistan on militancy as cross-border

violence intensifies

(as/my/lm) akistan, China, Russia, and Iran have jointly

urged Afghanistan’s Taliban administration to take

“effective, concrete, and verifiable actions” against

militant groups operating from Afghan soil. The

demand was issued at a quadrilateral meeting on the

sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly in

New York, with officials warning that organizations

including ISIL, Al-Qaeda, the Tehreek-e-Taliban

Pakistan (TTP), the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA),

the Majeed Brigade, Jaish al-Adl, and the Eastern

Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) continue to pose

grave threats to regional security. [Arab News 1]

These groups represent a spectrum of militant threats

in the region. ISIL and Al-Qaeda are transnational

jihadist networks with global ambitions. The TTP is an

insurgent umbrella group fighting the Pakistani state

from sanctuaries along the Afghan border. The BLA

and its offshoot, the Majeed Brigade, are separatist

insurgents from Pakistan’s Balochistan province who

target state and Chinese-linked projects. Jaish al-Adl is

an anti-Iranian Sunni extremist group based in

southeastern Iran and western Pakistan. ETIM, also

known as the Turkistan Islamic Party, is a Uyghur
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militant group advocating separatism in China’s

Xinjiang region.

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Ishaq Dar reinforced the message during the inaugural

meeting of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s

(OIC) Contact Group on Afghanistan on September 24.

He cited the killing of 12 Pakistani soldiers earlier in the

month by militants crossing from Afghan territory,

calling such incidents intolerable. Dar urged Kabul to

take steps not only against militant sanctuaries but

also to curb extremist propaganda on social media. He

proposed creating an OIC expert working group to

design a reciprocal roadmap for counterterrorism

cooperation. Dar further emphasized the need for UN-

backed alternatives to poppy cultivation and

conditions for the safe return of millions of Afghan

refugees currently hosted in Pakistan and Iran. [Radio

Pakistan] [The Express Tribune]

On the ground, Pakistan’s security forces are escalating

operations against the TTP in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(KP). Authorities reported killing 13 fighters in Dera

Ismail Khan district on September 25, followed by

another 17 killed in Karak two days later. In Bannu,

gunmen assassinated a police officer in an attack

consistent with the TTP’s pattern of targeting law

enforcement. Officials said three police officers were

wounded in the latest clashes. The military framed

these actions as precise, intelligence-based raids

designed to avoid civilian displacement. [Arab News 2]

[Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

However, domestic divisions complicate Islamabad’s

response. KP Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur told a

rally of supporters of jailed former prime minister

Imran Khan that his province would not endorse

another large-scale military operation, instead calling

for dialogue with the Afghan Taliban to resolve cross-

border militancy. His remarks highlighted a growing

tension between federal counterinsurgency priorities

and provincial political sensitivities. [Arab News 5]

The quadrilateral grouping—established in 2017—

alongside new OIC engagement underscores an

emerging consensus among regional powers that

Afghanistan’s governance vacuum and permissive

environment for armed groups now threaten not only

Pakistan but also neighboring states. For China, Russia,

and Iran, the joint language also resonates with the

SCO’s “Three Evils” doctrine—terrorism, separatism,

and extremism—which has been central to its security

agenda since the early 2000s.
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Pakistan’s prime minister urges climate

finance reform, rejects debt-based

adaptation model

(my) At the UN climate summit in New York, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif pressed developed countries

to fulfill their climate funding commitments and

argued that debt-based financing is not a viable

solution for vulnerable nations.

Sharif emphasized that Pakistan contributes less than

1 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions yet faces

disproportionate impacts, including recent floods that

killed more than 1,000 people and displaced millions.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s targets of achieving 62

percent renewable energy in its power mix by 2035

and expanding nuclear capacity to 1,200 megawatts by

2030.

Sharif urged the international community to provide

grants, concessional finance, and debt relief rather

than loans, calling for pledges to be translated into

action to help vulnerable states adapt without

worsening financial burdens. [DAWN] [Arab News]

Bangladesh, Hong Kong, Sri Lanka among

four economies seeking entry into RCEP

(lm) Four economies — Sri Lanka, Hong Kong,

Bangladesh, and Chile — have formally expressed

interest in joining the Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership (RCEP), the China-backed trade

bloc that is currently the world’s largest. The

announcement came as RCEP officials met on the

sidelines of ASEAN economic ministerial meetings in

Malaysia last week.

RCEP presently includes China, Japan, South Korea,

Australia, New Zealand, and the ten ASEAN members.

Southeast Asian officials said they were broadly

supportive of expansion, with a decision on new

applicants expected when RCEP leaders hold their first

summit in five years this October. The gathering is also

slated to consider potential upgrades to the 2020

agreement.

Analysts describe RCEP as a potential buffer against

U.S. tariff pressures, even if its provisions remain

weaker than other trade pacts. For the applicants,

accession would provide greater access to Asia-Pacific

supply chains and export markets at a time of growing

pressure from global trade frictions. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei urges UN reform, stronger action

for Palestine at 80th General Assembly

(ga) Brunei has called for reforms to the United

Nations (UN) Security Council and justice for Palestine

during the 80th UN General Assembly in New York.

Delivering the national statement, Brunei’s Minister of

Foreign Affairs II Erywan Yusof said divisions and

inaction threaten the UN’s credibility, noting the

Security Council’s paralysis due to veto powers and

conflicting interests.

He stressed that Palestine remains the most pressing

example of the Council’s shortcomings, condemning

the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and affirming Brunei’s

support for Palestine’s full UN membership and the

New York Declaration on Palestine.

The minister further highlighted the UN’s

achievements over eight decades in peace,

development, health, and international law, while

urging the organization to renew its commitment to

multilateralism. He also reiterated that for small states,

multilateralism is essential to addressing global

challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and

inequality. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia pledges ambitious climate

action at UN climate meeting

(dql) Cambodia has committed to significantly

enhancing its climate ambitions, aiming to reduce

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by up to 55 percent

by 2035 relative to a business-as-usual scenario and

targeting carbon neutrality by 2050. The pledge was

made by Environment Minister Eang Sophalleth at last

week’s UN Climate Summit in New York.

The country submitted its Third Nationally Determined

Contribution (NDC 3.0) on August 8, outlining 163

priority actions spanning mitigation, adaptation, and

enabling measures. Implementing the plan will require

an estimated USD 32 billion in international investment

by 2035. Key priorities include expanding renewable

energy to 72 percent of the energy mix, phasing out

coal, promoting electric mobility, and safeguarding

natural resources.

Looking ahead to COP30 in Brazil, to take place in

November, Cambodia emphasized the urgency of

accelerating global climate action. The official launch of
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NDC 3.0 in September, supported by UNDP and

development partners, reflects a collaborative effort

across government ministries and technical agencies

to create an actionable, transformative climate

strategy aligned with the Paris Agreement’s 1.5°C goal.

[Khmer Times]

Indonesia signs free-trade deals with the

EU and Canada

(gp/ms) Indonesia has concluded free-trade

agreements with the European Union, signed

September 23, and Canada, signed September 24,

aimed at lowering tariffs, anchoring investment and

diversifying trade partners. The accords are designed

to improve access to high-income markets while

advancing domestic goals to move up the value chain

in minerals, manufacturing and agri-processing.

Indonesia–EU

The EU–Indonesia Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was signed after nearly

a decade of negotiations. Once in force, it will phase

out most tariffs on bilateral trade and include chapters

on labor, environment and Paris Agreement

commitments, plus an updated investor–state dispute

mechanism that becomes operative only after

ratification by all EU member parliaments.

On market access, the European Commission indicates

that about 98 percent of EU exports to Indonesia will

ultimately be duty-free, while roughly 90 percent of

Indonesian goods will enter the EU at zero tariff on a

staged schedule. Indonesian officials expect about 80

percent of their exports to the EU to reach zero tariffs

within one to two years of entry into force. Notable

features include the five-year phase-out of Indonesia’s

50 percent tariff on EU vehicles and parts, and

provisions intended to facilitate European investment

in Indonesian downstream industries linked to clean-

tech supply chains (e.g., battery materials).

Implementation risks center on sensitive products and

standards. Palm-derived goods receive zero tariffs

under a special protocol but must comply with the EU’s

deforestation-free regulation; compliance pathways for

smallholders will be important. Separately, existing

frictions—such as disputes over nickel export

restrictions and biofuels—will require careful

management to prevent spillovers into the new

framework. Legal “scrubbing,” domestic approvals in

Jakarta and a multi-step EU ratification process mean
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benefits are likely to phase in later this decade.

[Deutsche Welle] [EuroNews]

Indonesia–Canada

The Indonesia–Canada CEPA, signed the following day,

is Canada’s first trade agreement with an ASEAN

member. Canada will remove tariffs on 6,573

Indonesian tariff lines—covering over 90 percent of

Indonesian goods—while Indonesia will eliminate

tariffs on more than 95 percent of Canadian exports.

The tariff schedule improves the competitiveness of

Canadian wheat, potash and agri-food products in

Indonesia and expands opportunities for machinery,

energy-related equipment and digital services.

Indonesia gains wider access for manufactured goods,

textiles and apparel, electronics components, coffee

and fisheries.

The agreement also contains a financing component:

Export Development Canada will provide up to USD

594 million in debt financing to Indonesia’s sovereign

wealth fund (INA) to catalyse projects in food security,

critical minerals, renewable energy and the digital

economy. The pact is slated to take effect in 2026,

subject to domestic procedures. With bilateral goods

trade already expanding, the agreement is positioned

to reinforce momentum and encourage investment in

local production that could narrow Indonesia’s trade

deficit with Canada.

According to a statement from Canada’s presidential

office, the agreement “serves as a platform to

strengthen trade and investment ties, expand business

opportunities, and foster cooperation in key areas,

including food security, critical minerals, renewable

energy, and the digital economy.” In formalizing this

latest CEPA, Prabowo has secured a new, robust

economic partnership in North America, following the

U.S.’s recent protectionism — imposing 19 percent

tariffs on nearly all Indonesian exports. For context,

from January to July 2025, bilateral trade between

Indonesia and Canada reached USD 2.72 billion, up

nearly 30 percent from USD 2.09 billion in the same

period last year. During this time, Indonesia

maintained a trade deficit of USD 700 million. [Jakarta

Globe] [Prime Minister of Canada] [The Jakarta Post]

[Tempo]

Implications

The two agreements support Indonesia’s

diversification strategy amid a more protectionist

global environment. For partners, they improve access

to a nearly 300-million-person market and to critical

raw materials needed for clean-tech transitions.
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Realization of benefits will depend on ratification

timelines, detailed rules of origin, customs

modernization and credible sustainability verification,

especially for palm-based products. Overlap with

Indonesia’s domestic industrial policies (e.g.,

downstreaming and export restrictions) will require

alignment to avoid new disputes. If implementation

proceeds as planned, tariff reductions and investment

provisions could begin to take effect from 2026

(Canada) and later in the decade (EU), testing whether

market opening translates into higher-value, lower-

carbon production and more resilient supply chains.

Asia–Pacific judicial forum in Russia

gathers 19 countries to discuss tax,

customs, competition and IP cooperation

(ms) Chief justices and senior court officials from at

least 19 countries convened in Russia for the 13th

International Legal Forum of Asia-Pacific Countries, a

bench-to-bench gathering focused on improving how

courts handle cross-border economic disputes.

Delegations confirmed by host and participant

statements included Laos, Myanmar, Uzbekistan,

Belarus, Vietnam, India, Indonesia, Cambodia, China,

Cuba, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Mongolia and Kazakhstan,

with some reports also citing Ecuador. Two regional

judicial bodies—the Court of the Eurasian Economic

Union and the CIS Economic Court—also took part.

Over four days of panels and bilateral meetings,

participants discussed court practice in tax and

customs disputes, the application of competition

(antimonopoly) law, and steps toward greater

consistency in industrial-property jurisprudence.

Administrative issues—caseflow management,

appellate standards, training for judges in commercial

and bankruptcy matters, and the use of model

guidelines—featured alongside country briefings on

recent reforms. Uzbekistan outlined its approach to

antimonopoly enforcement and trademark protection,

while Laos and Russia used the forum to advance work

toward a first memorandum of understanding on

judicial cooperation.

Officials framed the exchanges as technical rather than

political, but the agenda reflected practical needs

arising from denser trade links across Asia and Eurasia.

Courts reported similar bottlenecks: uneven timelines

for customs cases, divergent evidentiary standards in

competition disputes, and gaps in insolvency expertise

as project finance and cross-border lending expand.

Organizers said follow-up would focus on workshops,

benchbooks and training modules, with some



delegations signaling interest in pilot dashboards to

track case backlogs and disposition times.

While no multilateral legal instrument was announced,

attendees said the forum’s value lies in incremental

alignment—common reference materials, comparable

procedures, and clearer channels for court-to-court

contact. If carried forward, those steps could reduce

uncertainty for businesses trading across the region

without altering domestic legal systems. Host officials

said a summary of session recommendations would be

circulated to participating courts in the coming weeks.

[Kremil] [The Star]

Malaysia urges sanctions on Israel, calls to

limit Security Council veto at UN General

Assembly

(tl) At the 80th United Nations General Assembly

(Unga) last, Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad

Hasan urged the UN to impose sanctions on Israel over

its ongoing military campaign in the Middle East,

warning that the violence threatens regional stability

and global security.

He emphasized Malaysia’s commitment to supporting

Palestine, advocating for long-term development of a

self-governing Palestinian state, and insisting that

mere calls for a two-state solution are insufficient.

Mohamad also called for three urgent UN reforms,

including limiting or abolishing the Security Council

veto, enhancing transparency in global financing, and

ensuring the General Assembly can act effectively,

especially, on crimes against humanity. [Malay Mail]

[Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia prime minister urges

engagement over excluding Trump from

ASEAN Summit 

(tl) Malaysia Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim emphasized

that barring United States President Donald Trump

from the upcoming 47th ASEAN summit would not

help to resolve the Gaza conflict.

Responding to calls for Trump’s invitation to be

withdrawn by local political parties and leaders

because of his political stance towards Palestine, he

stressed that diplomacy requires direct engagement,

not avoidance.
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Malaysia as ASEAN chair intends to use the summit to

advocate for stronger global solidarity with Gaza while

also advancing ASEAN’s economic cooperation,

investment, and integration agenda. [Malay Mail] 

EU steps up FTA talks with Malysia,

Philippines, Thailand

(ms) Just days after the signature of the new free trade

agreement with Indonesia, the EU announces that

negotiations with the Philippines, Thailand and

Malaysia are advancing, with additional negotiating

rounds and updated market-access offers expected in

the coming months. EU trade officials say the aim is to

broaden the bloc’s Southeast Asia network—currently

anchored by agreements with Singapore, Vietnam and

now Indonesia—and to use these bilateral tracks as

potential building blocks for deeper region-to-region

engagement with ASEAN.

The Indonesia deal provides a recent reference point

for chapter structure and legal text, including

provisions on goods, services, investment, public

procurement, state-owned enterprises, digital trade

and sustainability. While each negotiation will reflect

national sensitivities, officials note that the template

can streamline drafting and shorten the distance to

exchanging tariff offers and services schedules with

Manila, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur.

On goods, talks are expected to focus on tariff-line

coverage, staging periods and rules of origin that

accommodate regional production networks in

electronics, automotive parts, agri-food and clean-

energy equipment. In services and investment,

priorities include market access, national treatment,

regulatory transparency and professional mobility.

Public procurement disciplines and state-owned

enterprise rules remain under discussion, given

different domestic policy settings among the three

partners.

Two cross-cutting files will require detailed technical

work. First, digital trade: the EU’s data-protection

regime and platform rules intersect with Southeast

Asian approaches to data localization and

cybersecurity, prompting negotiations on cross-border

data flows, safeguards and cooperation between

regulators. Second, sustainability: implementation

questions around the EU’s deforestation-free products

regulation and the carbon border adjustment

mechanism will feature, alongside cooperation on

traceability, smallholder inclusion, emissions
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accounting and transition timelines intended to keep

compliance costs manageable.

Timelines remain indicative. EU representatives have

outlined ambitions to move at a faster pace following

the Indonesia conclusion, while acknowledging that

progress depends on the treatment of sensitive

sectors and the sequencing of domestic consultations.

Trade ministries in the Philippines, Thailand and

Malaysia continue outreach to exporters and sectoral

regulators to refine negotiating mandates and assess

potential adjustment needs.

Business stakeholders are watching for near-term

markers: publication of revised tariff offers and

services schedules, dates for the next negotiating

rounds, and draft text on digital and sustainability

chapters. They are also monitoring customs and trade-

facilitation measures that could yield early gains,

including advance rulings, harmonized documentation

and risk-based inspections.

The EU’s announcement signals an effort to convert

recent momentum into three additional agreements.

Whether that outcome is reached on an accelerated

timetable will depend on the pace of technical drafting,

convergence on market-access packages and the

domestic processes required for signature and

ratification on both sides. [Reuters] [The Wall Street

Journal]

Digital economy framework enhances

Singapore - EFTA connectivity

(nl) Singapore and the European Free Trade

Association (EFTA) member states - Switzerland,

Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway - have signed the

EFTA-Singapore Digital Economy Agreement (ESDEA) in

Switzerland on September 25. The signing follows the

conclusion of negotiations in July and was represented

by Singapore’s Minister-in-charge of Trade Relations

Grace Fu and senior officials from the four EFTA

countries.

The ESDEA aims to strengthen connectivity between

Singapore and EFTA’s digital markets by establishing

rules to facilitate secure cross-border data flows,

including in financial services. It also promotes

interoperability in areas such as paperless trade and e-

invoicing, providing businesses with a more trusted

and predictable environment for digital transactions

and e-commerce.
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The agreement builds on long-standing trade ties

under the EFTA-Singapore Free Trade Agreement,

which has been in force since 2003. Bilateral services

trade exceeded SGD 30 billion (USD 23 billion) in 2023,

with nearly half delivered digitally. Swiss Federal

Councillor Guy Parmelin noted that the ESDEA

provides clear rules for digital trade and signals

cooperation amid global trade challenges, while

Minister Fu described it as a milestone in expanding

bilateral trade into the digital economy. The pact now

moves toward ratification and implementation.

[Singapore Press Centre] [EFTA]

Singapore urges UN reform to reflect

current realities

(nl) At the United Nations General Assembly in New

York on September 27, Singapore called for reforms to

the Security Council, warning against the rising use of

veto powers by its five permanent members – China,

Russia, France, the United Kingdom, and the United

States. Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan argued

that the frequent exercise of vetoes has undermined

the council’s credibility, particularly at a time of

widening global conflicts. He urged constraints on the

veto mechanism and a more representative UN that

reflects contemporary realities.

Balakrishnan acknowledged the contributions of

elected council members but pressed for stronger links

between the Security Council and the General

Assembly. His remarks came as the UN marked 80

years since the end of World War II, with the minister

cautioning that the post-war order no longer matches

current distributions of economic, technological, and

military power. He cited ongoing wars in the Middle

East, Ukraine, and parts of Africa as evidence of

eroding respect for sovereignty, international law, and

humanitarian norms.

Despite these challenges, Balakrishnan reaffirmed

Singapore’s belief in multilateralism and the UN system

as the best framework for small and middle powers to

safeguard global stability. He pointed to recent

achievements, such as the agreement on conserving

marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction, as

proof of continued progress. Singapore also

nominated Ambassador Rena Lee for election to the

International Court of Justice (ICJ), which would make

her the first woman and only the second Southeast

Asian judge on the ICJ if successful. [Channel NewsAsia]
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Statement-at-General-Debate-of-80th-Session-of-

UNGA-27-Sep-2025

Timor-Leste to join ASEAN in October

after policy shift on Myanmar

(ms) Timor-Leste’s accession to the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has entered its

decisive phase, with Kuala Lumpur slated to formalize

membership in October 2025. Malaysian Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim publicly signaled the timeline

during a visit to Dili on September 23, underscoring

broad support within the bloc for admitting its first

new member in more than two decades.

A central obstacle to date has been Myanmar’s formal

objection. In July 2025, the State Administration

Council warned ASEAN that Timor-Leste’s open

engagement with Myanmar’s opposition—particularly

the parallel National Unity Government (NUG)—

violated the bloc’s non-interference norm and should

preclude admission. In the middle of September, Dili

adjusted course. Following Foreign Minister Bendito

dos Santos Freitas’s meetings in Naypyitaw, Myanmar

authorities announced that Timor-Leste had pledged

to bar Myanmar opposition groups from conducting

political activities or maintaining offices on its territory

and encouraged Myanmar to open an embassy in Dili.

This policy change has to be understood as directly

connected to the accession calculus: it addresses the

precise grounds cited in Myanmar’s objection and is

timed immediately ahead of the October summit at

which membership is to be confirmed. By aligning with

ASEAN’s consensus-first practice on non-interference,

Dili removed the most explicit remaining veto threat

within the bloc and cleared a diplomatic pathway for

its entry.

The shift also represents a break with recent

precedent. Timor-Leste had hosted an NUG liaison

presence and invited NUG figures to the July 2023

swearing-in of its government; it also publicly criticized

Myanmar’s military authorities, drawing retaliatory

measures including the expulsion of a Timorese

diplomat in Yangon in 2023. The September pledge

therefore constitutes a deliberate recalibration to

satisfy ASEAN norms and neutralize Myanmar’s

opposition ahead of the membership decision.

Concurrently, Timor-Leste has moved to meet

operational requirements of membership. Because

English is ASEAN’s working language, Dili launched the

English Language Training for ASEAN Accession (ELTAA)



program on September 26 with Australian support;

placement testing has reached roughly 900 public

servants across 13 ministries, and courses begin in late

October.

Domestic politics have unfolded alongside these

diplomatic steps. Student-led demonstrations in

September over plans to purchase SUVs for legislators

and to grant lifetime parliamentary pensions

prompted the National Parliament to scrap both

measures, highlighting public scrutiny as the

government advances its regional agenda. [Channel

News Asia] [Pime Asia News] [The Irrawadi]

Vietnam seeks new trade deals as U.S.

tariffs bite and EU presses for market

access

(hn) Vietnamese Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chính

announced that Hanoi is pursuing new trade

agreements this year to cushion the impact of U.S.

tariffs, which could cut Vietnam’s exports to its largest

market by up to 20 percent, according to UNDP

estimates.

Although exports are projected to grow more than 12

percent in 2025-reaching USD 325.3 billion as of

September 15, up 15.8 percent year-on-year-Chính

warned of mounting challenges from U.S. “reciprocal”

tariffs, intensifying strategic competition, and ongoing

global conflicts. To diversify markets, Vietnam plans to

finalize free trade agreements with Mercosur and the

Gulf Cooperation Council by year’s end, while also

continuing negotiations with Washington after the U.S.

imposed 20 percent duties on most Vietnamese goods

and 40 percent on suspected transshipments. Chính

further instructed tighter controls on imports that may

violate copyright or rules of origin, long-standing

concerns in U.S.–Vietnam trade relations. [Reuters1]

[Thestar] [Straittimes]

Vietnam has also urged the U.S. to reconsider its

decision to deny equivalence to 12 of its fisheries

under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA),

warning of risks to bilateral trade and fishermen’s

livelihoods. The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration (NOAA) recently ruled that only 21 of

Vietnam’s 33 fisheries meet equivalence standards,

leaving the remaining 12 barred from the U.S. market

starting in 2026. While Vietnam currently holds only

partial equivalence, 89 countries and territories

already enjoy full recognition.
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Foreign Ministry spokesperson Phạm Thu Hằng

affirmed that, under the Vietnam–U.S. Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership, Hanoi remains committed to

dialogue and cooperation to safeguard fair,

sustainable trade and protect the interests of both

nations’ businesses and people. [Vietnamnews]

Meanwhile, on September 26, EU officials pressed

Vietnam to remove administrative barriers hindering

European goods, as the bloc’s trade deficit with Hanoi

continues to widen. Despite a 2019 free trade

agreement, bilateral trade reached EUR 67 billion (USD

79 billion) last year, with the EU’s deficit rising nearly 20

percent to about USD 50 billion and still growing in

2024. EU Trade Commissioner Maros Sefcovic will meet

Vietnamese leaders in Hanoi to discuss easing non-

tariff restrictions on products such as food,

pharmaceuticals, and cars. Dozens of EU goods—

including Italian apples, Spanish poultry, German

potatoes, and European pork—remain barred due to

certification delays and other administrative hurdles,

often attributed to staffing shortages.

The talks take place against the backdrop of broader

global trade tensions. With Vietnam already facing the

risk of a steep drop in U.S. exports due to tariffs, the

EU is seeking stronger access to its market, while

acknowledging that Hanoi has made trade concessions

to Washington.

Brussels will also raise concerns about Vietnam’s new

consumption tax, which could impact European wine

exports, while Hanoi is expected to push for progress

on rice exports, EU tariffs on carbon-intensive imports

like steel, and corporate due diligence regulations.

[Reuters2] [Reuters3]

Bangladesh’s interim leader urges US

companies to expand investment

(mon) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, has urged major American

corporations to expand their investment footprint in

the country. Speaking at the US-Bangladesh Executive

Business Roundtable in New York on September 24, he

called on companies including MetLife, Chevron, and

Excelerate Energy to increase their engagement in

Bangladesh.

The event, held under the theme “Advancing Reform,

Resilience and Growth”, was organized by the US-

Bangladesh Business Council and focused on

Bangladesh’s reform agenda and investment

opportunities. Yunus stressed the interim
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government’s commitment to structural reforms and

positioned Bangladesh as an attractive destination for

foreign capital, particularly in energy, finance, and

infrastructure.

Six Bangladeshi political leaders who accompanied the

chief adviser on his visit were introduced to senior

executives of participating American companies, a

move aimed at reinforcing bilateral economic

partnerships and building confidence in the country’s

political and economic transition. [bdnews24] [The

Financial Express]

Bangladesh’s interim leader meets Dutch

prime minister on UN sidelines

(lm) Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus met

Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof on September 25 at

the United Nations Headquarters in New York, during

the 80th UN General Assembly. The two leaders

discussed issues of mutual interest, though details of

the agenda were not disclosed.

Bangladesh’s Foreign Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain

and Special Envoy Lutfey Siddiqi also joined the

meeting, which formed part of Yunus’ series of

bilateral engagements with foreign leaders during the

UN high-level week. [Dhaka Tribune]

Italy proposes business forum to

Bangladesh to deepen ties

(lm) Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni met

Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser Muhammad

Yunus, in New York on the sidelines of the United

Nations General Assembly, where she proposed the

creation of an Italy-Bangladesh business forum to

expand trade and investment. The two also discussed

Bangladesh’s planned general election in February,

migration challenges, and the Rohingya refugee crisis.

On migration, Meloni expressed interest in working

with Dhaka to promote safe pathways and combat

human trafficking, while Yunus underlined his

government’s zero-tolerance approach and ongoing

initiatives. Both leaders addressed the need for greater

international support for the over one million Rohingya

refugees currently in Bangladesh, with Meloni pledging

to send a high-level delegation to next week’s UN

conference on the crisis. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh and Poland agree to deepen

cooperation in cybercrime and migration

Bangladesh and Poland have agreed to strengthen

bilateral cooperation with a focus on cybercrime

prevention, migration management, police training,

and consular services. At a meeting in Warsaw

between Bangladesh’s ambassador and senior officials

of the Polish Ministry of the Interior and

Administration, both sides discussed joint training

programs, knowledge exchanges, and capacity-building

initiatives between the Bangladesh Police and the

Polish National Police. Officials reaffirmed their

commitment to developing a concrete action plan to

expand cooperation, underlining shared priorities in

law enforcement and security. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh and Oman sign agreement on

diplomatic training

(lm) Bangladesh and Oman have signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to expand

cooperation in diplomatic training and studies, aiming

to strengthen capacity-building and professional

expertise in both countries’ foreign services. The

agreement, concluded between Bangladesh’s Foreign

Service Academy and Oman’s Diplomatic Academy,

was signed during a meeting on the sidelines of the

United Nations General Assembly in New York

between Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain

and Omani Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad

Albusaidi. [Dhaka Tribune]

Brunei, Singapore deepen ties through

inaugural joint committee meeting

(ga) Brunei and Singapore convened the Inaugural Joint

Committee Ministerial Meeting (JCMM) to strengthen

bilateral and regional cooperation.

Co-chaired by Brunei’s Minister at the Prime Minister’s

Office and Minister of Finance and Economy II Amin

Liew bin Abdullah and Singapore’s Minister for

Manpower and Minister-in-Charge of Energy and

Science and Technology Tan See Leng, the meeting

emphasized the importance of leveraging each

country’s strengths to address global economic

uncertainties.

Discussions highlighted the role of multilateral

platforms such as APEC, ASEAN, and the newly
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established Future of Investment and Trade

Partnership (FIT-P) in addressing emerging challenges,

including supply chain resilience.

The ministers further reviewed the joint committee’s

progress in key areas, including food security, medical

supplies, low-carbon energy, carbon markets, and the

green economy, under existing memoranda of

understanding (MoUs) on trade, investment, and

energy cooperation.

Both sides expressed support to broaden collaboration

beyond food and energy into human capital

development and tourism. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia, South Korea reaffirm

cooperation under Skilled Worker

Program

(gm) Cambodia and South Korea have reaffirmed

cooperation under the E7 Skilled Worker Program,

aimed at developing Cambodian labor capacity for

deployment in advanced South Korean industries. The

Ministry of Labor and Vocational Training and South

Korean firm Daejoo KC Group held talks on September

26 to review progress. Labor Minister Heng Sour and

company president Park Joo Bong agreed to deepen

collaboration in sectors such as automotive, electrical

engineering, and chemical production. [Khmer Times]

The program allows Cambodian workers to gain skills

and employment in Korea’s industrial sectors under a

structured migration framework. It complements other

South Korean-supported initiatives, including the

Hyundai Dream Centre at the National Polytechnic

Institute of Cambodia, which offers vocational training

aligned with South Korean standards.

The Ministry also noted ongoing coordination with the

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), South

Korea’s governmental agency for international

development cooperation, to expand skills training and

technical exchange. The cooperation aligns with

national goals under the Royal Government’s human

capital development strategy.

U.S reaffirms commitment to strengthens

security and economic ties with Cambodia

(dql) During a September 26–27 visit to Cambodia, U.S.

Congressman Adam Smith, a ranking member of the
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House Armed Services Committee, emphasized the

United States’ commitment to regional security and

continued economic engagement with Cambodia.

Smith, accompanied by fellow U.S. Representatives

Michael Baumgartner and Chrissy Houlahan, met with

Prime Minister Hun Manet and senior officials from the

Ministries of National Defense, Commerce, and Foreign

Affairs to explore deeper cooperation in defense,

trade, investment, education, and regional stability.

Prime Minister Hun Manet highlighted Cambodia’s

appreciation for U.S. support, including President

Donald Trump’s role in helping broker a ceasefire with

Thailand.

The U.S. delegation stressed Cambodia’s strategic

importance in the Indo-Pacific and discussed

advancing shared priorities in security, economic

growth, and regional stability. Meetings with Defense

Minister Tea Seiha focused on maritime security and

countering transnational crime, while discussions with

Commerce Minister Cham Nimul and the American

business community addressed trade and investment

opportunities. [Cambodianess] [Khmer Times]

U.S. boost Cambodia’s demining efforts

with new cooperation agreement  

(dql) The United States has reinforced its support for

Cambodia’s demining efforts by signing a USD 675,000

Grant Cooperation Agreement, covering a five-month

period from November to April next year. The

agreement, announced by the U.S. embassy, ends

doubts about the future support for mine clearance in

the Southeast Asian nation after a freeze on foreign

assistance raised. The funding will be channeled

through the Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) to the

Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC).

Cambodia’s countryside remains heavily contaminated,

with an estimated 4 to 6 million landmines and

unexploded ordnance left over from decades of

conflict between 1970 and 1998. Despite the country’s

global reputation for effective demining, these

remnants of war have claimed nearly 20,000 lives and

injured around 45,000 people since the end of

hostilities. [AP News]

Cambodia’s national mine clearance

authority, Norwegian People’s Aid sign
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cluster munition clearance project

(gm) On September 27, the Cambodian Mine Action

Center (CMAC) and Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA)

formalized a new collaboration to carry out a US-

funded cluster munition clearance project in eastern

Cambodia. Valued at USD 600,000, the initiative is

scheduled to operate from December 2025 to April

2026. The project will focus on surveying affected areas

and identifying Confirmed Hazardous Areas (CHAs) to

enable the safe return of land to local communities.

In an earlier separate development, a US congressional

delegation visited Cambodia to explore ways to

enhance bilateral mine action cooperation.

Brazil, Cambodia to strengthen ties

through parliamentary cooperation

(dql) Cambodia and Brazil are preparing to deepen

their diplomatic relationship by establishing formal

inter-parliamentary cooperation, signaling a strategic

step toward sustained, long-term engagement. In a

meeting between Acting Head of State Hun Sen and

Brazil’s newly appointed Ambassador Vivian Loss

Sanmartin, both sides emphasized the value of

legislative collaboration alongside traditional

diplomacy. The initiative aims to foster regular

dialogue, exchange legal expertise, and strengthen

institutional links. [Khmer Times]

China lodges protest after former

Japanese Prime Minister calls Taiwan a

country

(ja) China submitted a protest with Japan on

September 26 criticizing former Prime Miniter Taro Aso

for calling Taiwan a "country" that shares values with

Japan during a meeting with Taiwanese lawmakers led

by Legislative Speaker Han Kuo-yu.

China’s foreign ministry expressed opposition towards

the remarks made by Aso and urged Japan to "stop any

provocation and dangerous actions" over Taiwan. [The

Mainichi]

China calls US a “Partner, Not Rival”

during rare Congressional visit
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(dql) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told a bipartisan

US House delegation visiting Beijing last week that

China and the United States are “partners, not rivals or

enemies,” urging Washington to preserve the

“stabilizing trend” in bilateral ties and uphold its

political commitments on Taiwan. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China]

The delegation, led by Adam Smith, marked the first US

congressional visit to mainland China in six years and

was described by Wang as an “ice-breaking journey” to

improve mutual understanding, manage differences

rationally, and explore cooperation.

During meetings with Wang and Zhao Leji—Chairman

of the Standing Committee of the National People's

Congress and the third-ranking member of the

Politburo Standing Committee of the Chinese

Communist Party— the delegation raised concerns

over China’s territorial disputes, trade barriers,

fentanyl precursor flows, and Russia’s war in Ukraine,

while reaffirming US support for Taiwan and the one-

China policy.

Beijing emphasized Taiwan as an internal matter,

calling for careful handling of the issue and peaceful

resolution without coercion.

The visit occurs amid ongoing strategic competition

and trade tensions between Washington and Beijing,

though recent signals—including a positive call

between Presidents Xi Jinping and Donald Trump and

Xi and planned talks at the APEC summit—suggest

cautious engagement. [SCMP]

In a separate meeting, senior US and Chinese officials

agreed to strengthen communication and manage

differences following a September 25 meeting in New

York. Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu

emphasized that Taiwan is “purely China’s internal

affair” and urged the US to uphold the one-China policy

and maintain peace across the Taiwan Strait. US

Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau pressed

China for concrete measures to curb fentanyl flows to

the US and to facilitate the repatriation of

undocumented Chinese nationals.

The discussion, described by Beijing as “candid, in-

depth, and constructive,” also covered global issues

including the Russia-Ukraine conflict and

developments in Haiti.

Both sides are reportedly preparing for a potential

bilateral meeting between Xi and Trump at the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in South

Korea on October 31–November 1. [SCMP 2]
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China targets U.S. pecans and companies

in fresh of trade measures

(efg) China’s commerce ministry has launched an anti-

dumping probe into targeting U.S. pecans, citing

allegations that these nuts were sold below market

value, harming China’s domestic industry. The probe is

expected to conclude by September 2026. [Reuters 1]

[Ministry of Commerce, China, in Chinese]

n a parallel move, Beijing added six American

companies to its export control and “unreliable entity”

lists, signaling ongoing friction over tariffs, market

access, and national security concerns. Three of the

companies face effective bans on doing business in

China for allegedly engaging in military-technical

cooperation with Taiwan, actions deemed by Beijing to

undermine China’s sovereignty and security interests.

[AP]

Meanwhile, the U.S. Commerce Department has

tightened export restrictions on companies in China

and other countries by automatically including

subsidiaries owned 50 percent or more by firms

already on the Entity List. The rule expands the list of

entities requiring licenses for American goods and

technology, particularly affecting chipmaking, aircraft,

and medical equipment sectors, and is expected to

disrupt global supply chains. A 60-day grace period

allows certain transactions to continue temporarily.

Analysts note the rule will have the greatest impact on

Chinese tech firms such as Huawei, Hikvision, and DJI,

but may also affect subsidiaries in major trade hubs

worldwide, including the EU, US, UK, Singapore, and

Japan.

The U.S. has cited national security and foreign policy

risks in enforcing the Entity List, which now includes

roughly 1,100 Chinese entities out of 3,400 total

globally. [Reuters 2]

U.S. president approves plan for TikTok

takeover

(ask) U.S. President Donald Trump has signed an

executive order clearing the way for TikTok to continue

operating in the United States under American

ownership, though the deal is not yet final. [The White

House, USA]
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The order enables a consortium of US investors, led by

Oracle and Silver Lake Partners, to acquire the popular

video app from Chinese parent company ByteDance.

Trump said Chinese President Xi Jinping has agreed to

move forward with the arrangement, but Beijing must

still give formal approval.

Vice President JD Vance acknowledged “some

resistance on the Chinese side,” but said the

agreement ensures Americans’ data privacy while

keeping TikTok online. Under the proposed structure,

US investors would hold about 80 per cent of the new

venture, with ByteDance, TikTok parent company,

retaining less than 20 percent. A US-controlled board

would oversee the platform, excluding ByteDance from

any security matters.

TikTok’s new owners include Oracle co-founder Larry

Ellison, media mogul Rupert Murdoch and Dell founder

Michael Dell, raising questions about political influence

on the app. Critics warn that the platform’s editorial

independence could be tested under investors with

close business and political ties to Trump.

The algorithm that powers TikTok’s recommendation

feed—a central concern in the security debate—will be

transferred under license and retrained using only US

data.

The executive order extends negotiations on finalizing

the deal for another 120 days and follows legislation

signed last year by President Joe Biden requiring

ByteDance to divest TikTok’s US assets or face a

nationwide ban.

Analysts caution that TikTok’s future under new

ownership remains uncertain. While Beijing once

denounced divestment demands as “robbery,” experts

say China may be willing to compromise to ease

broader trade tensions. [Euronews]

U.S. military warns of China’s rapid

advances in reusable rocket technology

(dql) U.S. Space Force officials have raised concerns

over China’s rapid development of reusable orbital

rocket technology, warning that it could eventually

challenge U.S. dominance in space. Reusable rockets,

pioneered by U.S. companies such as SpaceX, enable

rapid, large-scale deployment of satellites, including

broadband mega constellations, and provide both

civilian and military advantages.
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China’s progress in this area, combined with in-orbit

refueling operations and expansion into medium Earth

orbit (MEO) and geostationary orbit (GEO) with remote

sensing, communication, and electronic intelligence

satellites, suggests Beijing is building resilient, layered

capabilities.

Private Chinese firms are also developing larger

reusable rockets, highlighting a potential convergence

of commercial and military space ambitions. Officials

warn that these developments could erode the U.S.

lead in satellite deployment, complicate space-based

surveillance and communications, and shift the

strategic balance in orbit, posing a near-term challenge

to U.S. space leadership. [Space News]

The People’s Liberation Army Rocket Force, meanwhile,

has recently severed nearly 200 ties with experts and

suppliers following a nine-year investigation into

procurement corruption, highlighting ongoing scrutiny

of one of China’s most strategic military branches.

Between August 28 and September 1, the branch

banned 74 bid evaluation experts and 116 suppliers,

either from rocket force projects or from bidding

across the entire PLA. Violations date back to 2016 and

include evaluation errors, biased scoring, forged

credentials, collusive bidding, and submission of false

materials. Some suppliers involved are major state-

owned enterprises, including the Beijing Engineering

Bureau of China Communications Construction and

China Postal Express & Logistics.

The Rocket Force, responsible for China’s strategic

nuclear missiles and established under Xi Jinping’s

2015 military reforms, has come under heightened

scrutiny over purges of leading figures, particularly

after the 2023 downfall of former Defense Minister Li

Shangfu, who was criticised for “polluting the political

environment” of the military equipment sector.

Previous investigations have targeted senior officials,

including three Rocket Force commanders, and led to

bans affecting thousands of enterprises in electronics,

catering, pharmaceutical, and defence-related

universities. [South China Morning Post]

In a latest development, rocket force disciplinary chief

Wang Zhibin was dismissed from his position as

deputy to the National People’s Congress, China’s

legislature, without explanation (see AiR No. 37,

September/2025, 3).

Pentagon's decision upheld to keep DJI on

U.S.' list of Chinese military-linked
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companies

(efg) A United States judge upheld the Pentagon's

decision to keep DJI, the world's largest drone maker

based in Shenzhen, on its list of Chinese military-linked

companies. Judge Paul Friedman said there was

"substantial evidence" DJI supports China's defense

industry, despite rejecting some government

arguments.

DJI, which dominated the U.S. commercial drone

market, stated it's disappointment, denying military

ties and says the listing has cost the company

contracts and damaged its reputation. The list restricts

U.S. contracts and government grants. The company is

weighing legal options.

The Justice Department defended the move arguing

Chinese tech firms pose national security risks due to

ties with Beijing. The ruling follows a similar decision

against lidar maker Hesai Group in July which the firm

has now appealed. [SCMP] [Reuters]

Chinese shipyards secure strong orders

despite U.S. port fees

(efg) Global shipping companies are still placing large

orders with Chinese shipyards despite new U.S. port

fees designed to curb Beijing’s dominance in maritime

trade. In the first eight months of 2025, Chinese yards

captured 53 percent of global orders by tonnage,

following a 2024 peak of 73 percent as shipowners

rushed to secure contracts ahead of looming

restrictions.

Beginning October 14, China-built or China-linked

vessels will be subject to U.S. port fees of up to USD 1

million per call, with rates set to rise annually through

2028. Washington hopes the measures will revive

America’s struggling shipbuilding industry, which

produced only ten commercial vessels in 2024

compared to more than 1,000 in China, and shield it

from Beijing’s heavy state-backed competition. U.S.

officials also warn that China’s blending of commercial

and naval shipbuilding poses national security risks.

Leading carriers including MSC, Maersk, Hapag-Lloyd,

and CMA CGM continue ordering from China but are

redirecting the vessels away from U.S. routes to

sidestep the fees. State-owned China Ocean Shipping

Company (COSCO), by contrast, remains highly

exposed, with HSBC estimating U.S. port charges could

reach USD 1.5 billion in 2026. Despite Washington’s

push, analysts note that it remains “business as usual”
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for the industry, as China’s shipbuilding dominance

shows little sign of eroding. [Centre for Strategic &

International Studies] [Reuters]

Canadian Prime Minister Carney, Chinese

Premier Li hold trade talks

(ask) On the sidelines of last week’s session of the UN

General Assembly, Chinese Premier Li Qiang held talks

with Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney in New

York, that focused on tariffs and strategic economic

cooperation. [China Daily]

Both leaders described the talks as constructive and

signaled plans for further engagement. Carney said he

anticipated a future meeting with Chinese President Xi

Jinping, while Li urged Ottawa to establish a “correct”

understanding of China and respect each other’s core

interests.

Carney emphasized that Canada’s approach to steel

tariffs was aligned with that of the United States,

noting this had been openly discussed with Li and

Chinese officials. Talks also covered agriculture,

seafood, and the fast-growing electric vehicle sector.

[Devdiscourse]

The meeting came amid heightened trade tensions

after China—the world’s largest canola importer, which

sources nearly all of its rapeseed from Canada—in

August imposed preliminary anti-dumping duties of

75.8 percent on Canadian canola imports. China’s

commerce ministry cited findings from a September

2024 investigation, alleging that Canada’s canola sector

benefited from “substantial” government subsidies and

preferential policies (see AiR No. 33, August/2025, 3).

Relations between the two countries soured last year

after Canada imposed tariffs on Chinese electric

vehicles, steel and aluminium, prompting Beijing to hit

back with duties on Canadian canola imports. Both

sides have since signalled readiness to repair ties, with

Li telling Carney in June that there were “no deep-

seated conflicts of interest” between them.

Following news of the discussions, China’s Zhengzhou

rapeseed meal futures fell more than 3 percent, with

analysts pointing to expectations that improved

relations could revive canola trade and boost supply.

[Reuters]
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Leaked documents reveal Russia to train

and arm Chinese air battalion

(ask) Russia has agreed to supply China with armored

vehicles, anti-tank guns and advanced parachute

systems while training a Chinese airborne battalion in

airborne assault tactics, leaked documents reveal.

Analysts say the deal could strengthen Beijing’s

capacity to seize Taiwan.

The 800-page cache details an October 2024

agreement for the sale of 37 BMD-4M light amphibious

vehicles, 11 Sprut-SDM1 anti-tank guns and 11 BTR-

MDM armored personnel carriers, valued at USD 584

million. The weapons would be adapted to Chinese

systems, while Russian instructors would train Chinese

paratroopers both in Russia and at PLA facilities. [The

Washington Post] [Los Angeles Times] [RUSI]

Analysts said the training and transfer of airborne

combat expertise would give China “expanded air

maneuver capability” with offensive options against

Taiwan, the Philippines and other island states. Leaked

files show Russian instructors preparing Chinese

paratroopers for landing, fire control and

maneuvering.

The documents show Beijing pressed Moscow to

accelerate deliveries and provide complete technical

documentation, with Russia also transferring

command-and-control technologies. Analysts say such

systems would be critical in a conflict over Taiwan,

allowing Chinese forces to coordinate operations even

under cyberattack and jamming.

While Moscow leans on Beijing for dual-use goods to

sustain its war in Ukraine, the deal underscores how

China is drawing on Russia’s battlefield experience to

modernize its military and prepare for potential

conflict with the US. The two countries held 14 joint

military drills in 2024 — the most since 2003 — and

leaders from both sides have repeatedly touted their

“unprecedented” strategic partnership. [CNN]

Taiwan has stepped up its own defenses, staging

exercises to counter a possible airborne assault on key

infrastructure. But leaked Pentagon assessments have

warned that the island’s air defenses remain

vulnerable to early Chinese strikes, raising concern

that improved PLA airborne units could further tilt the

balance. [The Washington Post]

China’s support of Russian military drone program

Meanwhile, Chinese drone experts have repeatedly

traveled to Russia to assist the state-owned arms
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manufacturer IEMZ Kupol in developing and testing

military drones, according to European security

officials and documents reviewed by Reuters. Kupol,

already under Western sanctions, has received both

technical support and shipments of attack and

surveillance drones from Chinese companies since last

year.

The collaboration includes flight tests at Russian

military sites and the assembly of Chinese-made

drones in Izhevsk, underscoring the increasing role of

Chinese technology in Russia’s military operations in

Ukraine. Models tested include the A60, A100, and

A200 drones from Sichuan AEE, with experts providing

on-site training and electronic countermeasure

upgrades. Another Chinese firm, Hunan Haotianyi, also

supplied drones for military evaluation.

China’s foreign ministry denied any knowledge of such

cooperation, reiterating that Beijing does not supply

lethal weapons to parties in the Ukraine conflict and

maintains strict export controls on dual-use goods.

U.S. and European officials, however, say Chinese

components have become vital to Russia’s drone

production. Kupol is believed to be producing

thousands of Garpiya attack drones, modeled on Iran’s

Shahed design, many of which are deployed against

Ukraine. Officials noted that the involvement of

Chinese engineers and deliveries of advanced drone

models indicate Moscow’s effort to expand its

capabilities with direct Chinese input. [Reuters]

Nigeria weighs certification of China’s

C919 Jjet

(dql) Nigeria’s civil aviation authority is considering

certifying China’s C919 passenger jet for domestic use,

signaling growing aviation ties with Beijing. The move

comes as Nigerian airlines expand fleets and the

government positions the country as a potential hub

for COMAC to reach the African market.

While the C919 has yet to secure certification from

Western regulators and faces delivery setbacks amid

U.S.–China trade frictions, Nigeria’s interest offers

Beijing an opening to break into a strategically

important region. COMAC has pledged maintenance,

training, and leasing support, and plans to showcase

an aircraft at Nigeria’s first international air show in

December.

For Nigeria, improved compliance with international

aviation standards has boosted leasing opportunities,
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giving its 13 airlines greater access to new aircraft.

Adoption of the C919 would not only diversify Nigeria’s

aviation partnerships but also underscore China’s

growing role in Africa’s infrastructure and transport

sectors, challenging the dominance of Airbus and

Boeing. [Reuters]

China expands Argentine soybean buying

amid temporary export tax abolition

(efg) China has been ramping up purchases of

Argentine soybeans after Argentina temporarily lifted

its export tax—usually set at 26 per cent—making its

soybeans more competitively priced. Since the tax

suspension on September 22, Chinese buyers have

booked around 1.3 million tons of Argentine soybeans,

mostly for November shipment with some for next

year's crop.

The move is eroding U.S. market share as Beijing has

intentionally avoided American soybeans due to

retaliatory trade-war tariffs.

The Argentine government said the temporary grain

tax suspension will last through October or until

exports hit USD 7 billion. The temporary nature of the

tax prompts further Chinese purchases to cover

demand gaps from November to January, reducing

China's reliance on U.S. soybeans sidelining U.S

farmers. [Reuters]

China probes Mexico’s proposed tariffs on

Asian imports

(dql) China has launched an investigation into Mexico’s

planned import tariffs, which could reach 50 percent

on over 1,400 Asian products. The measures, aimed at

protecting Mexican factories amid U.S. trade

pressures, are seen by Beijing as a potential barrier to

trade and investment. [Reuters]

China’s Commerce Ministry criticized the tariffs as

harmful to third-party nations and framed the issue as

part of a broader push against unilateralism and

protectionism, particularly in response to U.S. tariff

policies. In parallel, China is investigating pecan

imports from Mexico and the U.S. for potential anti-

dumping practices.

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum stressed that

the tariffs were intended to boost domestic production

and consumption, not to escalate tensions with China,
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and proposed a high-level working group to facilitate

dialogue. China remains the country most affected,

with $130 billion in exports to Mexico in 2024, followed

by South Korea, Thailand, India, the Philippines, and

Indonesia. The situation highlights the complex

interplay of U.S.–China trade dynamics and Mexico’s

efforts to balance domestic industrial policy with

international relations. [AP News]

India plans huge dam in response to

China’s upstream project

(ms) India is advancing plans for a mega-dam in

Arunachal Pradesh as a strategic response to China’s

record-scale hydropower project upstream on the

Yarlung Tsangpo (known in India as the

Siang/Brahmaputra), officials and local residents say.

The proposed Upper Siang Multipurpose Storage Dam

—envisioned as India’s largest—would create a vast

reservoir to store water during the dry season and

absorb sudden surges in the monsoon, a design Indian

planners describe as insurance against potential flow

reductions or abrupt releases from Chinese

infrastructure in Tibet.

At shortlisted sites near Riew and Parong, the project

has drawn sustained opposition from members of the

Indigenous Adi community, who fear submergence of

villages, farms and sacred places along the Siang. In

recent months, protesters have blocked surveys and

set fire to drilling machinery, prompting a security

presence. Community leaders say they have not been

shown a full project plan and contend that

compensation and resettlement discussions are

opaque. Some village bodies have signaled conditional

cooperation for pre-feasibility work, illustrating a fluid

local picture.

Concept outlines in the public domain point to a dam

wall of roughly 280 meters and live storage around 9.2

billion cubic meters, with an installed capacity in the

11.2–11.6-gigawatt range—figures that would make it

India’s most powerful hydropower station. Officials and

engineers involved in preliminary work emphasize that

power generation is secondary to water security and

flood moderation. Operating scenarios under

consideration include maintaining spare reservoir

capacity during the rains and storing water in lean

months to smooth downstream flows.

While Beijing says its multistation project in Tibet will

not divert the river or harm downstream countries and

cites environmental and safety assessments, Indian

analyses have warned of significant dry-season flow
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impacts under certain operating conditions upstream,

while stressing that a large buffer reservoir in

Arunachal could mitigate both scarcity and flood risk.

New Delhi has raised concerns in diplomatic channels

and says measures are underway to safeguard

communities and ecosystems downstream.

Arunachal Pradesh’s state government supports the

project as a national security necessity, while some

local representatives argue that robust compensation

and services could make relocation acceptable to

affected families. Water-governance specialists,

however, caution that building mega-dams in a

seismically active, landslide-prone region adds safety

and ecological risks, and urge parallel investment in

transparent data sharing, early-warning systems and

basin-level cooperation.

Key design, seating and operating rules remain to be

finalized. Any build would require multiple clearances

and years of construction, and timelines would likely

trail China’s project schedule into the 2030s. In the

interim, the debate over security, livelihoods and

environmental risk is set to intensify along the Siang.

[Bangkok Post] [Barrons] [Reuters]

Tariff tensions overshadow progress in

India-U.S. trade talks as energy

cooperation emerges as a new pillar

(lm) India and the United States are working to

advance trade negotiations despite heightened friction

over tariffs and energy policy.

On September 23, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio

said “a lot of progress” had been made in talks,

particularly regarding India’s continued purchases of

Russian oil. His remarks came ahead of Commerce and

Industry Minister Piyush Goyal’s September 22–24 visit

to Washington, where he met U.S. Trade

Representative Jamieson Greer and Ambassador-

designate Sergio Gor to accelerate discussions. The

two sides are seeking an interim agreement, with India

pressing for expanded access for skilled workers under

the U.S. visa system, while Washington is demanding

greater openness in agriculture and dairy markets.

[Reuters]

The talks unfold against the backdrop of steep U.S.

tariffs. On August 27, the Trump administration

imposed an additional 25 percent levy on Indian

imports, doubling overall duties to 50 percent. The

measures have hit key sectors including garments,

gems and jewelry, footwear, sporting goods, furniture,
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and chemicals, and were justified by Washington as a

response to India’s continued energy ties with Moscow.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, meanwhile, has urged

Indian consumers to prioritize domestic products over

foreign-made goods.

In more recent remarks, U.S. Commerce Secretary

Howard Lutnick sharpened Washington’s tone, saying

that India, along with Brazil and Switzerland, is among

the countries the United States needs to “fix” by

pressing them to open markets and halt policies that

harm American interests. Lutnick criticized India’s

reliance on discounted Russian crude as “plain wrong”

and suggested that Indian businesses would eventually

push Modi’s government back to the negotiating table.

He emphasized that the U.S. economy, valued at

around USD 30 trillion, remains the “customer of the

world,” and that foreign partners will ultimately have to

adjust. [NDTV] [Hindustan Times]

At the same time, Goyal has sought to highlight

potential areas of cooperation. In New York, he said

India expects to expand energy trade with the United

States, particularly in oil, gas, and nuclear power. He

described U.S. involvement as critical to India’s long-

term energy security and emphasized the need to

diversify supply chains for critical minerals and clean

energy infrastructure. Goyal also reiterated India’s goal

of doubling nuclear power capacity and expanding

clean energy from 250 gigawatts to 500 gigawatts

within five years. [News on AIR] [NDTV]

Russia downplays impact of U.S. tariffs,

stresses ‘particularly privileged’

partnership with India

(lm) Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said in

New York that India–Russia economic ties remain “not

under threat” despite steep U.S. tariffs on Indian goods

linked to New Delhi’s continued imports of Russian oil.

Speaking on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly,

Lavrov emphasized that India has the sovereign right

to choose its own trade partners and that Moscow

holds “utmost respect” for Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s pursuit of national interests.

Lavrov underlined that tensions between India and the

United States over tariffs or sanctions would not affect

Moscow’s relationship with New Delhi. He recalled that

the long-standing strategic partnership between the

two countries had been elevated at India’s request,

first to a “privileged” and later to a “particularly

privileged strategic partnership.”
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He highlighted the broad scope of cooperation,

spanning trade, defense, technology, energy, and

healthcare, as well as close coordination in multilateral

forums such as BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization (SCO). Lavrov also pointed to the recent

meeting between Modi and Russian President Vladimir

Putin at the SCO summit in Tianjin, China, and

confirmed that Putin is scheduled to visit New Delhi in

December to advance an “extensive bilateral agenda.”

[NDTV]

Canada lists India’s Bishnoi gang as a

terrorist entity

Canada has designated India’s Bishnoi gang a terrorist

organization — a step that intersects with efforts by

Ottawa and New Delhi to stabilize relations strained by

the 2023 killing of Sikh activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in

British Columbia. In recent weeks, both governments

have appointed new high commissioners, and

Canada’s national security adviser said after meetings

with Indian counterparts that the two sides committed

to co-operation and non-interference in ongoing

investigations. Indian officials had urged Ottawa for

some time to list the Bishnoi network, framing it as a

priority for diaspora safety and bilateral law-

enforcement cooperation.

Public Safety Minister Gary Anandasangaree

announced the designation, saying the group has

fostered fear and intimidation within parts of Canada’s

Indian diaspora. The listing enables authorities to

freeze assets, block funding routes and prosecute

terrorism-related offences linked to financing,

recruitment and travel, while allowing seizure of

property associated with the organization.

Canadian officials describe the Bishnoi network —

allegedly directed from prison by 32-year-old Lawrence

Bishnoi — as a transnational criminal syndicate based

largely in India with a presence in Canada.

Investigators in India have accused members of

extortion, drug and weapons trafficking and targeted

killings. Canadian police have previously alleged that

associates were used to carry out homicides and

violent intimidation of supporters of the Khalistan

movement abroad; India has rejected those allegations

and criticized Ottawa for not acting on extradition

requests involving suspects with alleged Bishnoi links.

[Al Jazeera] [BBC]
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Indonesia and Maldives agree to deepen

cooperation in health and diplomacy

(nl) Indonesia and the Maldives have agreed to renew

their bilateral partnership, with the agreement placing

particular emphasis on public health cooperation and

collaboration in international forums. The

understanding was reached during a meeting between

Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono and Maldivian

Foreign Minister Abdulla Khaleel on the sidelines of the

80th UN General Assembly in New York on September

26. Both sides highlighted the importance of improving

health service capacity and sharing technical expertise,

including in the area of health insurance programs.

The two ministers also discussed mutual support for

candidacies in international organizations, reflecting

their commitment to advancing shared global

interests. Established in 1974, relations between

Indonesia and the Maldives are managed through

Jakarta’s embassy in Colombo, while the Maldives does

not maintain a resident mission in Indonesia. [Antara]

Indonesian Consulate reaches citizens on

Malaysia’s Tioman Island

(nl) The Indonesian Consulate General in Johor Bahru

(KJRI) brought consular and immigration services

directly to Indonesians on Tioman Island, Malaysia,

through a three-day outreach program from

September 25 to 27. Known as Warung Konsuler dan

Imigrasi (Warkonim), the initiative marked the first time

KJRI extended its mobile services to the island, located

in Pahang’s South China Sea waters. The trip required

a four-hour land and sea journey from Johor Bahru,

reflecting the Consulate’s effort to reach remote

communities.

During the program, KJRI provided passport issuance,

emergency travel documents (SPLP), birth certificates

(SBPK), affidavits, and labor consultations. Fourteen

Indonesian nationals across villages on the island

accessed the services, expressing appreciation for the

convenience and cost savings compared to traveling to

Johor Bahru. Many also voiced hopes for the outreach

to become a regular effort. KJRI officials further

introduced the KSATRIA chatbot to help protect

Indonesians abroad and promoted the All Indonesia

digital declaration system for returning travelers.

Consul General Sigit S. Widiyanto reminded citizens to

maintain good conduct and respect local laws, while

KJRI also engaged Malaysian authorities, including the
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Immigration Office and Tioman’s Police Chief, who

confirmed no major issues involving Indonesian

nationals. To raise awareness, KSATRIA banners were

installed on the Blue Water passenger ferry and at

Mersing Ferry Terminal with support from Malaysia’s

Marine Department and witnessed by the Mayor of

Mersing. Sigit emphasized that the outreach reflects

KJRI’s commitment to delivering inclusive and

responsive services for Indonesians across its

jurisdiction.

Indonesia: Palm oil exports plummet as

sellers await EU deal

(gp) According to the Indonesian Palm Oil Producers

Association (GAPKI), 2024 saw a massive decline in

palm oil exports, with domestic consumption rising to

23.8 million tons — almost half of the 52.7 million tons

produced by Indonesia last year. Indonesia remained

the world’s largest producer as well as consumer of

palm oil, accounting for 57 percent of global output

and 27 percent of global use. Institute for

Development of Economics and Finance (INDEF) senior

economist Fadhil Hasan has attributed the decline to

price sensitivity, as palm oil is expected to reach USD

1,100 to 1,200 per ton by the end of 2025, up from

around USD 1,050 currently. [The Jakarta Post]

However, palm oil exports are expected to rise in 2026

— facilitated by the signing of Indonesia’s bilateral

trade agreement with the EU (IEU-CEPA). The IEU-CEPA

will drop all European tariffs on Indonesia palm oil — a

major win for the country’s palm oil sellers.

Nevertheless, European environmental protections

may come back to hinder Indonesian producers. A

provision of the IEU-CEPA originally set to take effect

by the end of 2025 would have required operators

selling palm oil into EU markets to provide proof their

products did not cause deforestation, although this law

has since been delayed. Though major companies may

be able to deliver the necessary export certificates,

smallholders — who control over 42% of Indonesia's

palm oil plantations — are likely to struggle to comply

with EU stipulations. As such, GAPKI is closely

monitoring ongoing talks between Indonesia and

Europe, as these negotiations will determine the future

of the country’s palm oil industry. [Deutsche Welle]

[Reuters]

Indonesia and Netherlands advance ties

with artifact repatriation deal
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(nl) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto concluded

his official visit to the Netherlands on September 26,

marked by an agreement for the repatriation of

around 30,000 Indonesian artifacts, fossils, and

cultural documents long held in Dutch collections. The

deal, finalized following discussions with King Willem-

Alexander and Queen Máxima, is expected to be

followed up directly by Indonesia’s Minister of Culture,

Fadli Zon, who will oversee the handover process with

Dutch institutions such as the Leiden Museum.

The visit, which included military honors at Prabowo’s

departure from Amsterdam, underlined a wider effort

to deepen bilateral cooperation between Indonesia

and the Netherlands across strategic sectors. Both

sides highlighted the symbolic and practical value of

returning cultural heritage, a topic that had been

under discussion for years but now gained momentum

with the Dutch monarch’s endorsement. The move is

seen as a gesture of goodwill that could help broaden

collaboration in other areas. [Antara] [Digivestasi]

Looking ahead, bilateral engagement will continue with

Queen Máxima’s scheduled visit to Indonesia on

November 25. During her trip, she is expected to hold

discussions with local experts on financial inclusion,

focusing on ways to improve financial literacy and

access for communities with limited experience in the

sector. [Detik, in Indonesian]

Indonesia and Papua New Guinea to

strengthen cross-border cooperation

(nl) The Papua provincial government will represent

Indonesia at the upcoming Border Liaison Officer

Meeting (BLOM) with Papua New Guinea (PNG),

scheduled for October in Wewak. The annual forum,

hosted alternately by the two countries, will address

practical issues faced by border communities,

including population movement, citizenship, and illicit

trade. Officials noted that the main agenda is to

expand cooperation in ways that directly benefit

residents along the frontier.

According to Papua’s Acting Regional Secretary Suzana

Wanggai, both governments are expected to focus on

areas such as economic activity, education, and

healthcare, where cross-border collaboration can

provide tangible improvements. Ongoing initiatives

include requests from PNG for Indonesian language

teachers and potential health service partnerships with

laboratories in Papua, which offer closer access

compared to Port Moresby.
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Officials emphasized that border dynamics are not

only social but also strategic, with potential to enhance

local revenues and deepen bilateral trust. Outcomes

from the BLOM will inform higher-level discussions in

the Joint Border Committee (JBC) and could reach the

presidential and prime ministerial level, ensuring local

concerns are reflected in national policy frameworks.

In a related development, Papua New Guinea has

introduced visa on arrival for Indonesian ordinary

passport holders at Jackson’s International Airport in

Port Moresby. PNG Deputy Prime Minister John Rosso

announced on September 29 that Indonesians may

now stay up to 30 days under this arrangement, a

reciprocal step in response to Indonesia’s existing visa-

on-arrival policy for PNG citizens. [Post Courier]

[Pemerintah Provinsi Papua, in Indonesian]

Japan protests Chinese survey vessel for

activity in exclusive economic zone

(dql) Japan has formally protested to China over

suspected maritime research near the southwestern

island of Amami-Oshima, calling the activity

“unacceptable.”

Tokyo reported that a Chinese survey vessel was

observed deploying what appeared to be a wire within

Japan’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) before returning

to Chinese waters a few hours later. [The Mainichi]

Japan to launch facility to back strategic

industries under U.S. trade deal

(dql) Japan’s Finance Ministry will establish an

investment facility at the state-owned Japan Bank for

International Cooperation (JBIC) to support a USD 550

billion investment package agreed under Tokyo’s tariff

deal with the United States.

The package, set to run until January 2029, targets

strategic sectors including semiconductors, metals,

pharmaceuticals, energy, and shipbuilding, using

equity, loans, and loan guarantees from JBIC and

Nippon Export and Investment Insurance (NEXI).

The facility aims to back overseas expansion of

Japanese companies in industries critical to national

economic security. The ministry also revised JBIC

regulations to broaden its investment scope in

developed countries, including automotive and
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pharmaceutical sectors, which were previously

restricted compared to emerging markets. [Reuters]

Russia’s Borei-class submarine makes first

transit near Japan amid rising Sino-

Russian naval activity

(dql) A Russian Borei-class nuclear-powered ballistic

missile submarine was observed for the first time

transiting the La Perouse Strait near Hokkaido on

September, escorted by cruiser RFS Varyag and rescue

tug Fotiy Krylov.

The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF)

monitored the vessels with fast attack craft and a P-3C

Orion patrol aircraft. This transit marked the first

confirmed presence of a Borei-class submarine in

Japanese-adjacent waters, signaling a heightened

Russian naval posture in the region.

The La Perouse Strait, separating Hokkaido from

Sakhalin, is a routine corridor connecting the Sea of

Japan and the Sea of Okhotsk, frequently used by

Russian ships. Russia currently operates eight Borei-

class submarines, with five assigned to its Pacific Fleet,

and plans to expand the class to twelve vessels.

The Borei-class movement follows recent transits by a

Chinese PLA Navy (PLAN) surface action group through

the same strait earlier last week, as well as separate

sightings of Russian and Chinese surveillance ships in

Japanese waters.

Notable recent activity included PLAN destroyers and

an oiler navigating the La Perouse Strait and Russian

surveillance ships moving through the Tsushima Strait.

PLAN Dongdiao-class surveillance vessels were also

observed transiting the Miyako Strait, a key corridor

between the East China Sea and Philippine Sea

regularly used by both Chinese and Russian naval

forces. [USNI News]

Japan resumes sanctions against Iran

(dql) Japan announced the resumption of economic

sanctions against Iran, following the UN Security

Council’s September 27 reinstatement of measures

over Tehran’s nuclear program. Under the resolution,

adopted between 2006 and 2010, Japan froze the

assets of 78 organizations and 43 individuals linked to

Iran. [Reuters 1]
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Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi stressed

that while the sanctions are being enforced, Japan

remains committed to pursuing a diplomatic solution.

He emphasized the importance of maintaining

dialogue and not missing opportunities for negotiation,

even as Iran has strongly opposed the measures and

hinted at suspending cooperation with the

International Atomic Energy Agency. [The Japan Times]

On August 28, Britain, France, and Germany initiated a

30-day process to restore sanctions, citing concerns

over Iran’s nuclear activities, which Tehran denies

pursuing weapons for.

The dispute traces back to the 2015 Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), in which Iran

agreed to limit its nuclear program in exchange for

lifting U.N., U.S., and European sanctions. The U.N.

Security Council enshrined the agreement in July 2015,

including a “snapback” mechanism allowing any JCPOA

participant to trigger automatic sanctions if Iran is

deemed in significant non-compliance. This

mechanism is set to expire on October 18. [Reuters 2]

Hayashi’s announcement comes after, on the sidelines

of last week’s session of the UN General Assembly,

Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya met with

Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi on September 23

in New York, urging Iran to fully cooperate with the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and resume

talks with the United States. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan 1] [Kyodo News]

According to the Iranian foreign ministry, the ministers

stressed “the necessity for all parties involved in the

Iranian nuclear issue to remain committed to

diplomacy in order to prevent the emergence of any

unnecessary crisis.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Iran]

Earlier the day, Iwaya met with IAEA Director General

Rafael Grossi to reaffirm Japan’s support for the

agency’s efforts to persuade Iran to resume

cooperation. The discussions also confirmed Japan’s

ongoing collaboration with the IAEA on addressing

North Korea’s nuclear program. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan 2]

Amid this tense situation, Iran and Russia on

September 24 signed a memorandum of

understanding to construct small nuclear power plants

in Iran, marking a deepening of strategic cooperation

amid escalating tensions over Tehran’s nuclear

program.

The agreement, described by Russia’s state nuclear

corporation Rosatom as a “strategic project,” was
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signed in Moscow by Rosatom chief Alexei Likhachev

and Iran’s vice president and top nuclear official,

Mohammad Eslami. Tehran plans to build eight nuclear

plants to reach 20 GW of nuclear capacity by 2040,

addressing chronic electricity shortages; currently, Iran

operates only one plant in Bushehr, built by Russia

with 1 GW capacity. [Al Jazeera]

China–Laos ties deepen with provincial

visit

(ms) China and Laos advanced bilateral cooperation on

infrastructure with a visit by Xi Hao, Deputy Governor

of China’s Yunnan Province, between September 23–26

during which he met with Lao Deputy Prime Minister

Saleumsay Kommasith. Both sides reaffirmed the

comprehensive strategic partnership and discussed

accelerating agreed projects: fuller use of the Laos–

China Railway, upgrades to border checkpoints,

progress on the Boten–Vientiane expressway with an

opening goal of 2030, and development along the rail

corridor. The Lao side also encouraged expanded

Chinese investment and tourism, particularly from

Yunnan.

On Sept. 29, a Skills Development Center in Oudomxay

was formally completed and transferred to Laos under

Chinese grant assistance. The new facility—comprising

classrooms, training workshops, dormitories, staff

housing, and utilities—replaces a 2002-era center and

can accommodate up to 1,200 students per year

(previously 200–300). Built to international standards

with updated curricula and teacher development, the

center is intended to bolster technical labor for Laos’s

socio-economic plans. The Ministry of Labour and

Social Welfare will manage the site with the provincial

administration. [Lao News Agency 1] [Lao News Agency

2]

Laos–Azerbaijan: Prosecutor-General’s

delegation pays courtesy call on Prime

Minister Asadov

(ms) A high-level delegation from the Lao People’s

Democratic Republic’s Supreme People’s Prosecutor’s

Office (SPPO), led by Xaysana Khotphouthone, paid a

courtesy call on Azerbaijan’s Prime Minister Ali Asadov

during an official visit and working session. According

to readouts, Khotphouthone thanked the Azerbaijani

side for the reception and briefed the prime minister

on the delegation’s program in Baku, recent socio-
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economic developments in Laos, and priorities of the

Lao prosecutorial service.

Prime Minister Asadov welcomed the visit as an

opportunity to strengthen bilateral ties and

encouraged closer cooperation between the two

countries’ prosecutor’s offices. Areas highlighted

included capacity building, delegation exchanges, and

support for the institutional development of Laos’s

prosecutorial system. Officials framed the engagement

as part of broader efforts to deepen legal-sector links

alongside longstanding friendly relations between Laos

and Azerbaijan.

No additional agreements were announced. Further

details on technical cooperation are expected to be

discussed at working-level meetings between the two

prosecutorial authorities. [Lao News Agency]

Malaysia, Timor-Leste deepen economic

and regional cooperation

(tl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has

concluded a two-day visit to the capital city of Timor-

Leste, Dili, where he and Timor-Leste’s Prime Minister

Xanana Gusmao pledged to expand cooperation in

trade, investment, education, health, tourism, and

capacity building. Both sides encouraged stronger

private sector engagement to diversify economic

cooperation.

Malaysia reiterated its support for Timor-Leste’s goal of

joining ASEAN as a full member by the 47th ASEAN

Summit in October, committing further technical and

capacity-building assistance. Timor-Leste expressed

gratitude for Malaysia’s consistent backing.

The leaders welcomed new Batik Air flights between

Kuala Lumpur and Dili, alongside a visa waiver for

Malaysians traveling to Timor-Leste, expecting to boost

tourism, investment opportunities, and business

exchanges. Regionally, they called for a ceasefire and

humanitarian access in Myanmar, and globally, they

condemned ongoing violence in Palestine and the Gaza

blockade, urging stronger international action. [Malay

Mail]

South Korea’s Hyundai Heavy Industries

offers three naval ship platforms for

Malaysian
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(ga) South Korea’s Hyundai Heavy Industries (HHI) has

announced its readiness to support the Royal

Malaysian Navy’s (RMN’s) 15-to-5 Transformation Plan

by offering three proven naval ship platforms. The

models proposed are the HDP-1500, HDP-2200, and

HDP-10000, all of which are already in service with

other navies.

The announcement was made by HHI during the

Maritime Capacity and Collaboration Forum in Kuala

Lumpur, held alongside the 3rd Korea-Malaysia

Defence Industry Cooperation Seminar.

HHI emphasized its commitment to local collaboration,

including the development of maintenance, repair, and

overhaul (MRO) capabilities in Malaysia. The company

indicated flexibility on production arrangements,

noting that vessels could be built fully in South Korea

or partially in Malaysia, depending on agreements with

the Malaysian government.

The RMN’s 15-to-5 Transformation Plan, introduced in

2015, seeks to streamline the navy’s fleet from 15 ship

classes to five by 2050: multi-role support ships, littoral

combat ships, littoral mission ships, patrol vessels, and

submarines.

This initiative aims to improve efficiency, reduce

maintenance costs, and enhance interoperability, while

replacing ageing assets with modern, multi-mission

platforms to safeguard Malaysia’s maritime interests.

The forum brought together Malaysian defence

officials and industry stakeholders to discuss naval

modernization and strategic partnerships. [Bernama]

US considers tariff exemption for

Malaysian commodities

(tl) Malaysia and US are finalizing a reciprocal tariff

agreement in which the US is considering granting zero

tariff on certain goods that are not domestically

produced, including palm oil, cacao, furniture,

automotive and aerospace components. Negotiations

are ongoing through several virtual sessions and are

expected to conclude next month, ahead of President

Trump’s visit for the 47th ASEAN Summit.

Under the unilateral tariff arrangement,

semiconductor and pharmaceuticals will not be

covered since they remain subject to the United States’

Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 for

national security. US measures announced, which will

be effective starting from October 1, include high
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tariffs on foreign pharmaceutical products (100

percent), kitchen cabinets and related products (50

percent), upholstered furniture (30 percent), and heavy

trucks (25 percent), though exemptions may apply for

companies investing in the US. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia engages with US ahead of 47th

ASEAN summit 

(tl) As ASEAN Chair, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim reaffirmed the country’s active role in regional

security, citing its mediation in securing a ceasefire

between Cambodia and Thailand. In a recent phone

call with the US President Donald Trump, Anwar

stressed Malaysia’s commitment to peace in Southeast

Asia, while Trump commended Malaysia’s efforts for a

ceasefire as a “major achievement” for ASEAN.

Anwar also welcomed continued US engagement with

the ceasefire implementation and expressed

anticipation for Trump’s participation in the 47th

ASEAN Summit in Putrajaya on October 26–28. [Malay

Mail] 

China-Maldives free trade pact advances

with launch of yuan accounts

(ya) The Chinese Ambassador has described the recent

launch of yuan-denominated accounts at the Bank of

Maldives as a key step toward implementing the China-

Maldives Free Trade Agreement (FTA). The move

follows a memorandum signed in September 2024 to

encourage direct investment and local currency

settlement between the two countries.

According to the ambassador, the FTA provides the

institutional framework to expand bilateral trade and

investment. Facilitating transactions in yuan is

expected to increase trade potential, boost investment

flows, and widen cooperation across multiple sectors.

[The Sun]

U.S. donates specialized equipment to

Maldives’ special operations forces

(lm) The United States has donated specialized

equipment to the Maldives National Defense Force

(MNDF) to support its special operations units. The

handover took place on September 29, at Bandaara
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Barracks in Malé, with U.S. Ambassador Hugo Yon

presenting the equipment to Chief of Defense Force

Major General Ibrahim Hilmy.

The donation consists of combat diving gear,

personnel equipment for the MNDF Special Forces and

Special Operations Group, and other operational tools.

Similar defense-related support has recently come

from India, which supplied heavy vehicles, and Turkey,

which donated a naval vessel. [The Sun]

Maldives and Azerbaijan sign visa-free

travel deal for 90 days

(ya) The Maldives and Azerbaijan have signed a new

visa waiver agreement allowing citizens holding

ordinary passports from both countries to travel visa-

free for up to 90 days. Previously, the exemption had

applied only to diplomatic and official passport

holders. [The Sun]

Maldives and Saudi Arabia broaden

cooperation in trade, investment, and

culture

(ya) The Maldivian ambassador to Saudi Arabia has

announced that bilateral relations between Maldives

and Saudi Arabia are expanding across commerce,

infrastructure, and cultural collaboration. The two

nations are reportedly exploring new areas of

cooperation beyond traditional diplomatic ties,

including trade, investment, and tourism. Officials

indicated plans to increase Saudi investment in

Maldives’ development projects, upgrade transport

and logistics networks, and foster joint educational and

religious exchange programs. [The Sun]

China, Mongolia agree to expand coal

border crossings to boost exports

(fs) Mongolia plans to increase the daily number of coal

transport vehicles crossing Gashuunsukhait-

Gantsmod, a cross-border railway project connecting

Mongolia and China, from 1,500 to 2,000-2,500.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy

of Mongolia Uchral Nyam-Osor, together with Minister

of Roads and Transport Delgersaikhan Borkhuu, met

officials from China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous
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Region to coordinate measures including expanding

port space, increasing customs staffing, and improving

cargo handling.

To meet 2025-2026 coal export targets, both sides

agreed to fully utilize port capacity, operate the

automated AGV container terminal 24 hours a day, and

allow certain imported cargoes to pass through border

points.

The share of coal exported via the exchange has risen

from 8 percent to 31 percent, quadrupling Mineral

Resource Royalty collections and boosting government

revenue. [Mongolia]

Mongolia, Poland parliamentary groups

discuss strengthening cooperation,

economic projects

(fs) The Mongolia-Poland parliamentary group of the

Mongolian parliament led by Zoljargal Jargalsaikhan

held a meeting with a delegation from the Polish

parliament led by Stanisław Gorczyca.

The discussions addressed progress under the

concessional loan framework that Poland granted

Mongolia, including water purification facilities in five

Mongolian provinces, new ambulance and emergency

response equipment, and the ongoing solid waste

processing plant in Orkhon province, north of

Mongolia.

The Mongolian side expressed interest in Poland’s

industrial development, economic diversification

policies, and management of state-owned enterprises,

while Poland emphasized maintaining regular

exchanges between the two parliaments.

Both sides agreed on the importance of expanding

cooperation in mining sector governance, highlighting

the potential for shared experience to support

economic growth and bilateral relations. They also

exchanged views on setting a date for an

intergovernmental economic cooperation committee

meeting to further boost ties. [Montsame]

Mongolia, South Korea agree to expand

cooperation in economy, trade and urban

development

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-ddh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-ddk/


(fs) South Korean Prime Minister Kim Min-seok met

with Mongolia’s Senior Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Economic Development Nyam-Osor Otsral

and Minister of Mining and Heavy Industry of Mongolia

Ganbaatar Damdinyam in Seoul on September 23 to

discuss ways to expand bilateral cooperation.

The two sides agreed to broaden cooperation,

including the construction of a second cancer

treatment hospital and joint exploration of critical

minerals and rare elements, along with the launch of a

joint rare metal research center. They also discussed

trade facilitation measures, such as liberalizing tariffs

on over 90 percent of goods and enhancing laboratory

standards, while seeking to include cashmere and

meat products in the agreement. [iToim]

Kim called for Mongolia’s support in advancing

negotiations on the Korea-Mongolia Economic

Partnership Agreement and on issues related to the

Korean Peninsula. Otsral affirmed Mongolia’s

commitment to expanding cooperation in core

minerals, investment, and human exchanges. [Chosun]

On a separate meeting, State Secretary of Mongolia’s

Ministry of Urban Development, Construction, and

Housing M. Bayaraa reached an agreement with South

Korean Vice Minister of the Ministry of Land,

Infrastructure, and Transport Lee Sang Kyeong to

enhance collaboration on legal frameworks,

regulations, and capacity-building in housing and

urban development.

The two sides signed a Memorandum of

Understanding to improve urban development,

housing, and spatial infrastructure data.

Bayaraa also discussed cooperation with the Korea

Housing and Urban Guarantee Corporation (HUG) on

increasing Mongolia’s housing supply. HUG is a South

Korean public corporation that provides housing

guarantees and implements government policies for

urban regeneration to improve public housing welfare

and residential stability. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Turkey discuss expanding

cooperation in agriculture and light

industry

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Food, Agriculture, and Light

Industry Enkhbayar Jadamba met with Turkish

Ambassador to Mongolia Başak Genç Yüksel to explore

ways to strengthen cooperation in agriculture and the

light industry.
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The talks focused on simplifying veterinary and

sanitary documentation to facilitate exports of

Mongolian sheep, goats, horses, beef, and related by-

products to Turkey.

Both sides highlighted the potential for collaboration in

crop cultivation, agricultural investment, and the

implementation of mutually beneficial projects.

Opportunities for joint scientific research, professional

training programs, and the introduction of advanced

technologies were also discussed.

Jadamba emphasized Mongolia’s competitive

advantages in wool, cashmere, and raw material

exports as key areas for future trade. Yüksel

reaffirmed Turkey’s commitment to deepening its

traditional ties and strategic partnership with

Mongolia, expressing readiness to expand cooperation

across multiple sectors. [Montsame]

On a separate development, Mongolia’s Ministry of

Defense announced the country’s first domestic

production of small arms ammunition, following the

completion of an assembly plant built under a military-

technical cooperation agreement with Turkey’s MKE

Corporation, a state-owned defense company.

The facility will supply ammunition for the Mongolian

Armed Forces’ training needs and provide munitions to

state security agencies, enhancing national defense

capabilities. [Bloomberg TV]

The development follows the elevation of Mongolia-

Turkey relations to a strategic partnership during

Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh’s visit to

Turkey in January this year (see AiR No. 3,

January/2025, 3).

Myanmar expands nuclear cooperation

with Russia during Moscow forum

(su) Senior General Min Aung Hlaing led a high-level

delegation to Moscow from September 25–28 to

attend the World Atomic Week Forum 2025 at the

invitation of Russian President Vladimir Putin. The visit

was part of the junta’s ongoing efforts to deepen

nuclear cooperation with Russia.

During the trip, Myanmar’s Ministry of Science and

Technology and Ministry of Electric Power signed

agreements with Russia’s state nuclear agency

Rosatom covering human resource training,

infrastructure development, and peaceful applications

of nuclear technology. A separate memorandum was
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signed between Rosatom’s Technical Academy and

Yangon Technological University to facilitate

curriculum exchange, scholarships, and joint research.

Min Aung Hlaing also addressed the forum’s plenary

session, describing nuclear power as a low-carbon

solution for Myanmar’s energy needs, with potential

applications in agriculture and healthcare.

The delegation met Rosatom Director-General Alexey

Likhachev to discuss plans for a small modular nuclear

reactor in Myanmar, continuing cooperation that

began in 2022. Myanmar has already opened a Nuclear

Technology Information Centre in Yangon with Russian

support. The junta-run media described the trip as an

official working visit focused on strengthening

cooperation in energy, security, and other strategic

areas.

Min Aung Hlaing has now visited Russia four times in

2025 and seven times since the 2021 coup,

underscoring Moscow’s position as one of the regime’s

closest international partners alongside China and

India. [Mizzima] [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar confirms Russia to send

election observers for December polls

(su) Myanmar’s Union Election Commission (UEC)

announced on September 24 that Russia will observe

Myanmar’s December–January general elections.

Russian Ambassador to Myanamr Iskander Azizov met

UEC chairman Than Soe in Naypyitaw to discuss

arrangements, including advance voting, party

registration, and electoral procedures.

The decision follows earlier commitments by junta

chief Min Aung Hlaing, who pledged last year to invite

Russian monitors. It comes as the regime prepares to

open polls on December 28 in 102 townships under

the first phase of voting. On September 22, Russian

State Duma vice chairman Sholban Kara-Ool also met

junta officials in Naypyitaw to discuss Moscow’s

election support.

Russia has been a consistent backer of the regime

since the 2021 coup, supplying arms and maintaining

close ties with the Union Solidarity and Development

Party (USDP). Election commissions of the two

countries have signed memorandums of

understanding, and USDP leaders have participated in

Russian electoral forums.

The junta is expected to invite other allies—including

China, India, Belarus, Cambodia, Thailand, and Laos—
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as observers, while Western governments and

Myanmar’s opposition reject the polls as illegitimate.

[IThe Irrawaddy]

Myanmar Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing

meets Kazakhstan president to discuss

economic cooperation

(su) Acting President and junta leader Senior General

Min Aung Hlaing met President Kassym-Jomart

Tokayev of Kazakhstan on September 27 at the

Presidential Palace in Astana. It marked the first visit by

a Myanmar leader to Kazakhstan.

Tokayev welcomed the delegation and highlighted

Kazakhstan’s geographic position as a logistics hub

between Russia and Southeast Asia, expressing

readiness to expand economic cooperation with

Myanmar. Discussions focused on trade, agriculture,

energy, mining, and transport, as well as political

developments in Myanmar.

Min Aung Hlaing stated that the visit aimed to

strengthen bilateral relations and cooperation across

multiple sectors, describing Myanmar and Kazakhstan

as friendly nations despite their geographic distance.

He emphasized the potential for practical collaboration

to serve mutual interests.

The meeting was attended by Myanmar ministers and

senior officials, including Foreign Minister Than Swe

and Commission Secretary Ye Win Oo, while Tokayev

was accompanied by his foreign minister and senior

government representatives. A working lunch followed

the talks. [Eleven Media Group]

U.S. sanctions Myanmar-based firm,

individuals for North Korea arms deals

(anl) The U.S. Department of the Treasury has imposed

sanctions on five individuals and one entity linked to

illicit arms trafficking networks that channel funds to

North Korea’s weapons of mass destruction (WMD)

and ballistic missile programs. The measures also

target arms transfers to Myanmar’s military junta.

[Department of the Treasury, USA]

The new sanctions mainly focus on Royal Shune Lei

Company Limited, a Myanmar-based procurement firm

that brokered its first deal with Korea Mining

Development Trading Corporation (KOMID) in 2022.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-dhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-dhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-dhu/


The Treasury Department reported that the company

arranged the transfer of aerial bomb guidance kits,

bombs, and airborne monitoring equipment for the

Myanmar Air Force. Company executives, including

CEO Tin Myo Aung and employee Kyaw Thu Myo Myint,

traveled to China to coordinate directly with North

Korean officials. KOMID provided weapons samples for

testing before finalizing the orders.

The Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)

said the action disrupts a network that facilitated sales

from KOMID, Pyongyang’s main arms dealer. KOMID,

also known as the “221 General Bureau,” is already

sanctioned internationally for exporting missile and

conventional weapons technology.

Washington stated that the sanctions aim to cut off “an

important funding stream” for North Korea while

limiting the junta’s ability to obtain advanced aerial

munitions. Alongside the Myanmar-related

designations, the OFAC also sanctioned Nam Chol Ung,

a North Korean intelligence officer accused of running

overseas revenue schemes through businesses in Laos

and Thailand.

All U.S. assets belonging to the designated persons are

now frozen, and American entities are barred from

conducting business with them. The Treasury also

warned international financial institutions that dealings

with the sanctioned network could trigger secondary

sanctions. [Mizzima]

Final contract signed for U.S.-funded

transmission line project in Nepal

(lm) Nepal has signed the final contract for the 117-

kilometer Lapsiphedi–Ratmate–New Hetauda section

of a 315-kilometer electricity transmission line funded

under a U.S. government grant program. The contract,

valued at about USD 76.65 million (NPR 10.5 billion),

was awarded to Ashish–Bozlar JV and covers design,

installation, testing, and commissioning of 400 kV lines,

with a completion target of 42 months.

The agreement was concluded by Millennium

Challenge Account Nepal (MCA-Nepal), a government

body established in 2018 to implement projects under

the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Compact,

a U.S. grant scheme worth USD 697 million (NPR 95.5

billion) aimed at supporting infrastructure and

economic growth. With this step, all contracts for the

transmission project have now been completed. Other

components include the 198-kilometer Ratmate–New

Butwal line, an 18-kilometer cross-border connection
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to India, and the construction of substations at

Ratmate, New Damauli, and New Butwal. [The

Kathmandu Post]

North Korea, China reaffirm joint

resistance to hegemonism

(dql) North Korea and China agreed to strengthen

bilateral ties and jointly resist “hegemonism,” signaling

coordinated pushback against the United States. The

agreement came during a meeting between North

Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui and Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Beijing. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China]

The September 28 meeting was part of Choe’s four-day

visit to China. It follows North Korea leader Kim Jong-

un's attendance at the September 3 Beijing military

parade alongside Chinese President Xi Jinping and

Russian President Vladimir Putin, highlighting potential

trilateral alignment.

Choe reaffirmed North Korea’s commitment to

deepening ties with China, while Wang emphasized the

need for strategic communication and cooperation in

regional and international affairs. Both sides stressed

opposition to unilateralism and power politics, likely

referring to U.S. influence. [AP News]

Vietnam’s top leader to travel to North

Korea in rare move to bolster ties  

(sm) Next month, Vietnamese President and

Communist Party leader, To Lam (Tô Lâm), is set to visit

Pyongyang in what would be the first trip by Hanoi’s

top leader in nearly two decades. The potential visit is

expected to include talks with North Korean leader Kim

Jong Un, signaling a resumption of high-level

exchanges after years of limited contact. [Reuters]

The visit would follow Lam’s August visit to South

Korea, underscoring Vietnam’s balancing strategy

between a key economic partner in the South and its

historic ties with the North.

The currently unknown visit date could also coincide

with preparations for the 80th Anniversary of the

Worker’s Party of Korea (see article in this edition),

offering North Korea a chance to highlight rare

external engagement. [Viet Nam News]
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Steps underway to restore Bangladesh-

Pakistan flights and shipping links

(lm) Pakistan and Bangladesh are advancing efforts to

restore direct air and shipping links between Karachi

and Dhaka, a move aimed at strengthening trade and

people-to-people ties after years of strained relations.

Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) confirmed that it is

considering resuming direct flights to Dhaka following

discussions with Bangladesh High Commissioner Iqbal

Hussain Khan at PIA’s head office in Karachi.

In parallel, Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah met

senior Bangladeshi officials on September 25, where

both sides highlighted the need to revive shipping

services. Dhaka noted that a previously established

private shipping line had ceased operations and

appealed for Pakistan’s federal government to support

its resumption. Officials agreed that restoring both

shipping and air connectivity would help unlock trade

potential and improve regional integration. [Arab News

1] [Arab News 2]

The momentum comes after Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif’s meeting with Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus on the sidelines of the United

Nations General Assembly in New York, where both

leaders pledged to build constructive, forward-looking

ties.

Relations between Islamabad and Dhaka have warmed

since the ouster of former Bangladeshi prime minister

Sheikh Hasina in August 2024. Hasina, viewed as close

to India and critical of Pakistan, fled to India after a

student-led uprising. Since then, Islamabad has sought

to capitalize on Dhaka’s tense relations with New Delhi

to reset bilateral ties, with connectivity and trade now

at the center of the agenda.

China-Pakistan defense cooperation

deepens as second phase of CPEC shifts to

trade, technology, and industrial

integration

(lm) Pakistan and China are simultaneously advancing

defense and economic cooperation, underscoring

Beijing’s role as Islamabad’s primary strategic partner.

During a September visit to China, President Asif Ali

Zardari toured AVIC’s Advanced Aircraft Complex in

Chengdu, where he was briefed on platforms including

the J-35 and J-20 stealth fighters, J-10s, unmanned

combat aircraft, and integrated command-and-control
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systems. Pakistani officials indicated growing interest

in next-generation Chinese systems, stressing that

Islamabad would not allow India to gain superiority in

airpower. Over the past five years, 81 percent of

Pakistan’s imported weapons have come from China,

including fighter jets, radars, and missiles—many

developed jointly. This comes months after Pakistan’s

May conflict with India, when Islamabad credited

Chinese-supplied J-10Cs with key combat successes.

[Arab News 1]

Parallel to security ties, Islamabad and Beijing have

launched the second phase of the USD 62 billion

China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), part of the

Belt and Road Initiative, with the 14th Joint

Coordination Committee (JCC) meeting in Beijing. While

the first phase concentrated on power plants,

highways, and the Chinese-built Gwadar port, Phase II

is shifting toward industrial cooperation, agriculture,

technology, and human capital.

Planned initiatives include industrial relocation funds,

joint innovation centers, artificial intelligence and

quantum science labs, clean energy expansion, electric

vehicle projects, and PhD scholarship programs. Key

infrastructure priorities are the long-delayed ML-1

railway upgrade linking Karachi to Peshawar, and a

proposed “mining corridor” from mineral-rich Chaghi in

Balochistan to Gwadar. Islamabad also called for

ASEAN-level tariff concessions to expand exports to

China, currently just USD 3 billion annually despite

Beijing’s USD 2 trillion import demand. [Arab News 2]

[Arab News 3]

Military leaderships of Malaysia and

Pakistan agree to expand defense

cooperation

(as) Malaysia’s Chief of Defense Forces, General Tan Sri

Hj Mohd Nizam bin Hj Jaffar, met Pakistan’s Chairman

Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, General Sahir

Shamshad Mirza, in Rawalpindi on September 24. The

two sides agreed to expand defense cooperation and

strengthen military-to-military ties. [Radio Pakistan]

[Pakistan Today] [Arab News]

The meeting comes as Pakistan seeks to reinforce

defense partnerships following its recent mutual

defense pact with Saudi Arabia. It also takes place

against the backdrop of heightened tensions with

India, where a fragile ceasefire in May ended several

days of cross-border clashes.
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Pakistan leadership meets Trump and

Gates as Islamabad seeks US reset and

health cooperation

(lm) Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Army

Chief Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir met US President

Donald Trump at the White House on September 25,

marking the first joint civilian–military visit in years and

signaling a reset in bilateral ties. The talks centered on

trade, counterterrorism, and regional security, with

Islamabad underscoring Trump’s role in brokering the

May 2025 ceasefire with India following a four-day

conflict involving artillery, drones, and missiles.

Sharif invited US investment in agriculture, IT,

minerals, and energy, building on a July trade

agreement that opened the way for US involvement in

Pakistan’s oil sector and tariff reductions.

Counterterrorism featured prominently, with

Islamabad seeking expanded intelligence collaboration

to counter the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and

related groups. Washington, for its part, expects

Pakistan’s continued cooperation in monitoring ISIL’s

regional branch and other militant networks. While the

two sides aligned on security and trade, differences

surfaced over US strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities,

which Pakistan condemned as violations of

international law. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

The outreach comes at a time when Washington’s ties

with India are strained by New Delhi’s purchases of

discounted Russian oil, indirectly boosting Pakistan’s

diplomatic space. Analysts noted that Sharif and

Munir’s joint appearance underscored rare civil–

military alignment, though they cautioned the

relationship remains transactional, driven by

immediate interests such as counterterrorism

cooperation, trade, and regional diplomacy, rather

than a deeper strategic partnership. [Arab News 3]

On the sidelines of the UN General Assembly, Sharif

also met Bill Gates, describing the Gates Foundation

partnership as critical for polio eradication. Pakistan

has recorded 27 cases in 2025, concentrated in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh, and remains one of only two

countries where the virus is still endemic. Sharif

reiterated that eradication is a national priority, with a

mass vaccination drive in October expected to mobilize

400,000 workers to reach 45.4 million children. [Arab

News 4]

Belarus tractor assembly project aims to

modernize Pakistan’s agriculture and
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draw investment

(lm) Pakistan plans to set up a local assembly line for

Belarus tractors to address its persistent

mechanization gap in agriculture and attract foreign

capital. Agriculture accounts for about 20 percent of

GDP and employs nearly 40 percent of the labor force,

but productivity remains low compared to regional

peers.

The initiative, discussed with private investors, would

take the form of a Completely Knocked Down (CKD)

facility, assembling imported components

domestically. This structure is expected to reduce

costs, build local industrial capacity, and encourage

broader technology transfer.

Market projections estimate demand for around 2,800

units over the next five years, underscoring growth

potential in Pakistan’s under-supplied high-

horsepower tractor segment. Officials have positioned

the venture as part of a wider effort to diversify

investment partners and strengthen economic ties

with Belarus, a leading exporter of heavy machinery.

[Arab News]

Pakistan-Lithuania talks target digital

economy and tax treaty

(as) Pakistan and Lithuania are moving to expand

cooperation in the digital economy and education. The

two governments highlighted business-to-business

exchanges as a way to attract investment.

A key step is the signing of a Convention on the

Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of

Fiscal Evasion, which is expected to make cross-border

investment easier and reduce tax risks for companies

operating in both markets.

The talks signal an effort to move the relationship

beyond traditional areas and into technology-driven

sectors with commercial potential. [Radio Pakistan]

[Daily Independent] [Mettis Global]

Germany admits small group of Afghans

previously stranded in Pakistan after legal

challenges

(lm) Germany has admitted 28 Afghans who had been

stranded in Pakistan after Berlin froze a resettlement
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scheme in May 2025 under Chancellor Friedrich Merz’s

government. The arrivals in Hanover follow successful

court challenges brought by those affected, with a first

group of 47 admitted earlier in September.

The suspended program had been designed for

Afghans at risk under Taliban rule, including former

German partners, journalists, and rights advocates.

Around 2,000 remain stuck in Pakistan, where they

face the threat of deportation, while roughly 250 have

already been expelled back to Afghanistan in recent

weeks.

Germany’s halt reflects a broader tightening of

immigration policy under the new coalition. Similar

backlogs exist for Afghans awaiting resettlement to the

US and other Western countries, as Pakistan continues

to crack down on those without valid permits, saying it

cannot serve as a “transit camp.” [Arab News]

Pakistan-Russia joint exercise highlights

counter-terror training and drone warfare

focus

(lm) Pakistan and Russia concluded a two-week joint

military exercise, Druzhba-VIII, on September 27, with

drills centered on counterterrorism tactics, urban

combat, and drone warfare.

The training emphasized responses to militant groups’

recent use of commercially available quadcopters to

drop improvised bombs on security forces in

northwestern Pakistan. Police have warned that this

trend represents a dangerous escalation in insurgent

capabilities. The exercise also follows the May 2025

four-day conflict between Pakistan and India, during

which both sides employed drones, fighter aircraft,

and artillery, leaving nearly 70 people dead.

The timing of Druzhba-VIII also comes as India prepares

to test large-scale drone and counter-drone systems in

October, part of a longer-term plan to develop the

“Sudarshan Chakra” air defense shield by 2035,

modeled on Israel’s Iron Dome. [Arab News]

Pakistan-Saudi Arabia defense pact sets

stage for Gulf-linked port, shipping, and

investment roadmap

(lm) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are expanding their

partnership across security and economic domains,
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with Islamabad positioning itself as a logistics bridge

between the Gulf, Central Asia, and China.

Building on that momentum, a high-level Pakistani

delegation led by the ministers of commerce and

national food security is in Riyadh to draft a two-month

roadmap for trade and investment. Supported by

Pakistan’s Special Investment Facilitation Council, the

talks focus on energy, infrastructure, technology, and

human capital. The initiative follows USD 2.8 billion in

agreements signed during Sharif’s 2024 visit and builds

on Saudi Arabia’s role as a longstanding financier and

energy supplier to Pakistan. [Arab News 1] [Arab News

2]

Parallel to these talks, Islamabad is pursuing Saudi-

linked maritime projects aimed at turning Pakistan into

a central hub for Gulf–China trade. Proposals include

new gateway terminals at Karachi and Gwadar, direct

shipping routes to Jeddah and Dammam, an expansion

of the national shipping fleet under Saudi partnership,

and 20 green ship recycling yards at Gaddani. Karachi

Port, Port Qasim, and the Chinese-built Gwadar Port

are seen as the backbone of this strategy, supported

by major infrastructure upgrades such as the ML-1

railway modernization and new motorway and fiber-

optic links. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan and Bahrain expand cooperation

into health and education with new

nursing institute

(lm) Pakistan and Bahrain have opened the King

Hamad Institute of Nursing and Associated Medical

Sciences in Islamabad, a project aimed at raising

standards in nursing and allied health training. The

move signals a diversification of relations long

centered on defense, expanding into education and

healthcare.

It follows a series of 2025 initiatives: USD 13 billion

worth of business deals signed at the Pakistan–Bahrain

investment summit, agreements to boost security

cooperation and curb trafficking, and ongoing

collaboration between both countries’ air and naval

forces. With over 120,000 Pakistanis living in Bahrain,

labor mobility and skills development remain central to

the relationship. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Syria agreement to improve

agricultural ties
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(as) Pakistan and Syria will establish a Joint Working

Group (JWG) to accelerate cooperation in agriculture,

trade, and technology. The JWG is expected to focus on

practical areas such as modern farming practices,

water resource management, seed development,

capacity building, and facilitation of agricultural trade.

Both sides also agreed to extend cooperation into

science, technology, investment, and industrial

development, with joint research and technical

knowledge exchange identified as priorities. The

initiative builds on talks held in October 2023 and is

intended to move earlier commitments toward

concrete outcomes, including memoranda of

understanding, technical exchanges, and potential

joint ventures.

Agriculture remains a central sector for Pakistan,

accounting for around 23 percent of GDP and

employing over one-third of the workforce, according

to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization. [Express

Tribune] [Radio Pakistan] [Arab News]

Philippines: Farewell to Chinese envoy

features conciliatory messaging amid

maritime disputes

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. met outgoing Chinese

ambassador Huang Xilian for a farewell call, with both

sides reiterating that South China Sea issues should

not define overall Philippines–China relations. The

statements echoed language used in earlier bilateral

readouts in 2023, which emphasized maintaining

channels for trade and people-to-people exchanges

alongside the management of maritime differences.

The meeting occurred against continued frictions at

sea. Over the past three years, interactions near

Second Thomas (Ayungin) Shoal and Scarborough

(Panatag/Huangyan) Shoal have included use of water

cannons, close-range maneuvering and physical

blocking involving Chinese coast guard and maritime

militia and Philippine government vessels. Manila’s

rotation-and-resupply missions to the grounded BRP

Sierra Madre remain a recurring point of contention.

Officials on both sides have at times referred to

provisional understandings to facilitate specific

missions, though details are limited and incidents

continue to be reported.

According to official summaries, Marcos and Huang

affirmed the value of dialogue and noted the 50th

anniversary of diplomatic relations. Chinese

statements called for a “return to the right track” in
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ties, while the Philippine side repeated that maritime

disputes are not the “sum total” of the relationship.

The exchange came as the Philippines prepares to

chair ASEAN in 2026, with Manila indicating that

progress on a South China Sea code of conduct will be

a priority. The code has been under discussion for

years and remains incomplete.

Domestic considerations form part of the context. The

Philippine government is managing separate internal

issues, including investigations into alleged

irregularities in public works, while also maintaining

security cooperation with partners and allies.

Economic links with China remain substantial; official

data identify China as a major trading partner and top

source of imports in recent years.

Public commentary around the farewell was mixed. A

senior Philippine Coast Guard spokesperson criticized

the ambassador’s record, stating that positions

remained far apart during his tenure. China’s defense

ministry, in separate remarks, accused the Philippines

of creating tensions at sea. These contrasting

statements illustrate the gap between diplomatic

messaging and on-the-water encounters. [Global

Times] [South China Morning Post] [The Manila Times]

Philippines, Japan advance plans for

Visayas bridge

(ghd) A follow-up fact-finding mission for the proposed

second San Juanico bridge in Eastern Visayas took

place from September 23 to 26. It was conducted by

the Philippine Department of Public Works and

Highways and the Japan International Cooperation

Agency. This project, with an estimated cost of USD

328 million, aims to ease traffic congestion and

improve connectivity between Samar and Leyte. The

planned bridge is intended to withstand natural

hazards and is expected to serve over 15,000 vehicles

per day.

After the feasibility study is completed, the project will

proceed to loan appraisals and environmental

approvals, with the loan signing expected to occur on

February 2026. The target date of construction

completion is December 2030. [Manila Bulletin]

Context: The original San Juanico Bridge, which is part

of the pan-Philippine highway, is the only land route

connecting Samar and Leyte. Thus, it is essential for

the transport of goods, services, and people.
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Italian envoy confirms continued

investment interest in the Philippines

(ghd) Italian ambassador to the Philippines Giglio

affirmed Italian investors’ continued interest in

investing in the Philippines, despite the current

corruption scandal. He also expressed his confidence

in the Philippines’ ability to manage the situation and

foster an environment conducive to international

investment. Additionally, he stated that Italy supports

the negotiation of an FTA between the EU and the

Philippines.

Italy, with approximately 170,000 Filipinos, is home to

the largest Filipino community in Europe. [Manila

Bulletin]

Philippines, Ukraine strengthen ties amid

common security challenges

(ghd) The Philippines and Ukraine are strengthening

their ties in the face of global security threats, as

highlighted during a forum held in Manila from

September 22 to 24. The event was hosted by the

Ukrainian embassy and the Stratbase Institute, a policy

think tank, and was attended by diplomats, military

officers, and security experts. This forum is part of a

campaign by the Stratbase Institute to enhance

Philippine resilience through stronger international

alliances and cooperation.

Discussions focused on the shared values, experiences

and challenges faced by the two nations, specifically

their mutual commitment to defending national

sovereignty and upholding international law. Parallels

were drawn between Russia’s aggression in the Black

Sea and China’s actions in the South China Sea. Experts

noted that both the Philippines and Ukraine are

dealing with powerful neighbors who are testing the

limits of international maritime law. [Manila Bulletin]

Exercise Pelican Highlights Deepening

Singapore and Brunei Defense Ties

(nl) The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and the

Royal Brunei Navy (RBN) concluded the 43rd edition of

Exercise Pelican on September 26, following four days

of joint drills at Muara Naval Base, Brunei. This year’s

exercise brought together Singapore’s Naval Diving

Unit and two Sentinel-class Maritime Security and

Response Vessels with Brunei’s Naval Surface Action
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Group and AS-SIDDIQ-class patrol vessels. Personnel

engaged in professional exchanges covering areas

such as naval warfare, seamanship, and engineering.

Launched in 1979, Exercise Pelican has become a

central platform for strengthening cooperation and

interoperability between the two navies. Both sides

noted the exercise’s role in reinforcing long-standing

defense ties and fostering mutual understanding.

Beyond the annual drills, the RSN and RBN maintain

regular engagements through visits and exchange

programs. [Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

Singapore tariff threat puts USD 3.1 billion

in pharma exports at risk as talks seek

exemptions

(ms/nl) Singapore is pressing Washington for relief

from newly announced U.S. tariffs that would levy one

hundred percent duties on branded drugs unless

manufacturers build production in the United States,

Deputy Prime Minister and Trade Minister Gan Kim

Yong said. Pharmaceuticals account for about USD 3.1

billion (roughly SGD 4 billion) of Singapore’s sales to

the U.S.—around 13 percent of its domestic exports

there—making the sector a focal point of ongoing

government-to-government talks and parallel

company-level engagements.

Gan said many pharma firms in Singapore already plan

to expand or establish U.S. capacity, which could

qualify them for tariff exemptions under the new

policy. He added that discussions with U.S.

counterparts are also exploring sectoral arrangements

for pharmaceuticals and semiconductors. Singapore is

seeking “preferential treatment versus the current top-

line tariff,” he noted, saying the exact rate remains a

matter for negotiation.

The latest duties land atop a ten percent baseline U.S.

tariff applied to Singapore’s exports despite their 2004

free-trade agreement. Broader measures on

semiconductors, consumer electronics and

pharmaceuticals could further cool demand: the

Monetary Authority of Singapore has estimated those

categories make up about forty percent of shipments

to the U.S. The effective U.S. tariff rate on Singapore

exports rose to 7.8 percent in July from 6.8 percent in

April following earlier increases on steel and

aluminum, official data show.

In the near term, officials expect limited immediate

disruption given product pipelines and inventory, but

warn that investment patterns could shift if high
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headline tariffs persist, pushing more capex into U.S.

facilities. Singapore is preparing adjustment support—

including a business adaptation grant and expanded

graduate traineeships—to help firms and workers

adapt while authorities assess spillovers to other

exporters such as home-renovation materials and

furniture.

Gan said Singapore’s strategy is two-pronged:

negotiate carve-outs that keep its medicines

competitive in the U.S. market, and maintain overall

competitiveness to secure new investments, while

helping firms that cannot secure exemptions diversify

to alternative markets. Transitional aid could be

offered, he said, but Singapore would not subsidise

unviable models indefinitely. [Channel NewsAsia]

[Reuters]

Singapore citizens unaffected by U.S. fee

hike on H-1B visas

(nl) The U.S. Embassy in Singapore clarified that recent

changes affecting the H-1B work visa do not apply to

Singapore citizens holding the H-1B1 visa. The

statement, issued on September 29, followed concerns

after Washington announced a US$100,000 fee on the

three-year H-1B visa. The embassy confirmed that the

H-1B1 scheme, created under the 2003 U.S.-Singapore

Free Trade Agreement, remains unchanged.

The H-1B1 visa is a one-year, renewable permit

available exclusively to Singaporean and Chilean

professionals in specialized fields, such as engineering

and medicine. Unlike the H-1B, it does not provide a

path to permanent residency and requires applicants

to prove non-immigration intent. The cap for

Singaporeans is set at 5,400 annually, though usage

remains well below the limit, with 939 visas issued in

fiscal year 2024. [The Straits Times]

Monaco and Singapore establish

diplomatic relations

(nl) Monaco and Singapore formally established

diplomatic relations on September 23 during the 80th

session of the United Nations General Assembly in

New York. The signing, held at Singapore’s Permanent

Mission to the UN, was attended by senior

representatives from both countries, including Prince

Albert II of Monaco and Singapore’s Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Vivian Balakrishnan. The accord
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consolidates shared commitments to dialogue,

cooperation, and multilateral governance, reflecting

the countries’ aligned diplomatic priorities despite

their small geographic size.

The agreement coincides with broader multilateral

milestones, including the ratification of the Biodiversity

Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) treaty, in which

both countries played active roles. Singapore has

promoted the representation of small states through

initiatives such as the Forum of Small States and the

Global Governance Group, while Monaco has similarly

engaged in international collaboration. The new

diplomatic ties highlight the capacity of smaller nations

to influence global governance and advance

sustainable and equitable international frameworks.

[Monaco Voice] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore]

South Korea, Japan commit to strengthen

cooperation during Prime Minister

Ishiba’s last overseas trip

(dql) South Korean President Lee Jae Myung hosted

outgoing Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba (see

article in this edition) in Busan, where the two leaders

agreed to deepen collaboration on shared societal

challenges, including aging populations, urban

concentration, suicide, emergency preparedness,

agricultural self-sufficiency, and balanced economic

growth.

Lee described the summit as laying a “cornerstone for

rebranded Korea-Japan relations,” highlighting

potential cooperation across societal, economic, and

security domains. Ishiba, on his last diplomatic mission

before stepping down, emphasized mutual learning

and shared wisdom to address common challenges.

This meeting also signals the restoration of “shuttle

diplomacy” between Seoul and Tokyo, strengthening

leadership-level engagement and paving the way for

joint initiatives to mitigate population decline in rural

areas and other shared domestic challenges.

The summit builds on prior encounters between the

two leaders earlier this year, reinforcing momentum

toward a pragmatic and forward-looking bilateral

relationship. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea, Uzbekistan agree to deepen

strategic partnership
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(mo) On September 23, on the sidelines of the UN

General Assembly in New York, Uzbekistan’s President

Shavkat Mirziyoyev met with South Korean President

Lee Jae-myung to discuss ways to further strengthen

their special strategic partnership.

Both leaders highlighted growing trade and investment

ties, noting that Korean companies have invested over

USD 8 billion in Uzbekistan, while joint projects with

the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

and Korea Eximbank and related funds total USD 3.5

billion.

They agreed to develop a long-term Technological and

Industrial Partnership Program, focusing on priority

sectors such as raw materials processing, chemistry,

mechanical engineering, agriculture, transport,

aviation, and biotechnology.

The two sides also discussed regional cooperation,

particularly within the “Central Asia–Republic of Korea”

format and emphasized the importance of the

upcoming Intergovernmental Commission meeting.

[Trend New AGenzy]

South Korea pushes back on U.S. latest

USD 350 billion investment demands

(mo) South Korea cannot provide USD 350 billion

upfront in investment to the United States as

suggested by President Donald Trump and is seeking

alternative arrangements, Seoul’s presidential adviser

confirmed. The investment, part of a July agreement to

reduce U.S. tariffs from 25 percent to 15 percent, was

originally pledged in the form of loans, loan

guarantees, and equity. National Security Adviser Wi

Sung-lac stressed that a cash outlay of that scale would

risk triggering a financial crisis for South Korea, whose

foreign exchange reserves stand at USD 410 billion.

Prime Minister Kim Min-seok also warned that without

a currency swap arrangement with the U.S., such an

investment could severely damage South Korea’s

economy, as the sum equals over 80 percent of its

foreign reserves. [TheKoreaHerald]

[MailBusinessNewspaper]

U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick reportedly

told South Korea that Washington prefers the

investment in cash rather than loans, a stance that

further complicates negotiations. [BusinessTimes]

Talks to formalize the trade deal remain stalled over

U.S. demands for control of the funds. Seoul hopes to
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advance discussions and finalize the deal at next

month’s Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

summit, where Trump is expected to attend. [Reuters]

[Bloomberg]

South Korea seeks U.S. backing for

nuclear fuel cycle capabilities

(mo) On September 25, South Korean Foreign Minister

Cho Hyun met with U.S. Energy Secretary Chris Wright

to discuss expanding nuclear cooperation. Cho

emphasized the need for South Korea to secure a

complete nuclear fuel cycle—including uranium

enrichment and spent fuel reprocessing—to ensure

the stable operation of its 26 nuclear reactors,

stressing the request was strictly for commercial

energy purposes.

The U.S. currently restricts South Korea from

enrichment and reprocessing under their bilateral

nuclear cooperation agreement. While such

technologies are essential for nuclear power

generation, they can also be used to produce

weapons-grade material, raising concerns within parts

of the U.S. government.

Wright said he would consider Cho’s request in

consultation with relevant U.S. agencies. [The Chosun

Daily]

South Korea, U.S. see progress toward

operational control transfer conditions

(mo) South Korea and the United States held the 27th

Korea-U.S. Integrated Defense Dialogue (KIDD) in Seoul

during September 23 and 24. Both sides agreed that

significant progress has been made toward meeting

the conditions for transferring wartime operational

control (OPCON) to South Korea, a key national task for

the government of President Lee Jae-myung.

The transfer, first agreed upon in 2006, has been

repeatedly delayed. Current conditions set in 2014

include: (1) South Korea’s ability to lead joint defense,

(2) alliance capability to counter North Korea’s nuclear

and missile threats, and (3) a stable security

environment.

A nominee for Joint Chiefs chairman, Jeong Young-

seung, noted that some conditions are being met with

a target timeline of 2027–2028, though no fixed date

has been set. [The Chosun Daily]
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In a separate move, the Pentagon has revealed the

first overseas deployment of the US Army’s new

Indirect Fire Protection Capability (IFPC) system, with a

photo showing the launcher at Osan Air Base during

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Randy George’s visit on

September 29. Dubbed the “American Iron Dome,” the

IFPC is designed to counter low-altitude threats such as

drones, cruise missiles, rockets, and mortars—

capabilities increasingly emphasized by China and

North Korea.

The move marks a significant step in the

modernization of US Forces Korea, complementing

earlier introductions of MQ-9A Reaper drones, Athena-

R reconnaissance aircraft, and F-35 fighters. While

USFK officials declined to confirm specifics, they

framed the deployment as part of the US-ROK

Alliance’s broader strategy to strengthen layered

defenses and credibly deter regional adversaries. [The

Korea Herald]

South Korea-U.S. establish work group on

visa problems after Georgia raid

(sm) On September 26, South Korea and the U.S.

agreed to create a working group to examine issues

surrounding the U.S. visa system for South Korean

nationals. The arrangement comes after a large-scale

immigration raid at a Hyundai plant in Georgia in early

September, that led to the detention of over 300 South

Korean workers over suspicion of visa rule violations.

The agreement was reached during discussions in New

York City on September 28 between Foreign Minister

Cho Hyun and the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State

Christopher Landau.

The new body will include representatives from Seoul’s

Foreign Ministry and the U.S. Department of State,

along with other American agencies that oversee

immigration and trade. The group is expected to focus

on clarifying entry and employment roles for South

Korean workers while seeking ways to prevent similar

disputes from potentially disrupting labor mobility and

bilateral economic cooperation. [The Korea Times]

[Chosun Biz] [KBS World]

High-level India-Sri Lanka talks

overshadowed by fishing arrests

(lm) India–Sri Lanka engagement has intensified on

multiple fronts in recent days, marked by high-level
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meetings, economic negotiations, and developments

at sea.

On September 24, Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Vijitha

Herath met Indian counterpart S. Jaishankar on the

sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly in

New York. Both sides reaffirmed cooperation in

diplomatic and security spheres. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, economic discussions remain stalled.

Colombo has yet to appoint a chief negotiator to

relaunch talks on the long-delayed Economic and

Technology Cooperation Agreement (ETCA), despite

repeated requests from New Delhi. Fourteen rounds of

negotiations have already been held under earlier

governments, and India has tied Sri Lanka’s request for

expanded garment export quotas to resuming ETCA

talks. A central issue remains India’s demand for strict

“rules of origin” to prevent third countries from using

Sri Lanka as a backdoor into the Indian market. [Daily

Mirror 2]

Political outreach has also been active. Indian High

Commissioner Santosh Jha met former President

Mahinda Rajapaksa at his Medamulana residence on

September 24. The meeting followed Rajapaksa’s move

from his state-funded mansion in Colombo, vacated

under the new Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal) Act,

which ended official perks for ex-presidents. According

to the Indian High Commission, discussions covered

bilateral cooperation and current political

developments. [Daily Mirror 3]

Meanwhile, maritime tensions persist. On September

28, the Sri Lanka Navy, working with the Coast Guard,

seized an Indian fishing vessel and detained 12

fishermen for poaching near Delft Island in northern

Jaffna waters. The Northern Naval Command, which

regularly patrols the area, said the operation was part

of efforts to protect local livelihoods from foreign

encroachment. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lankan president’s visit to Japan

strengthens partnership amid debt

restructuring and investment push

(lm) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

undertook an official visit to Japan from September 27

to 30 at the invitation of the Japanese government,

marking one of his most significant overseas trips since

taking office. His program included an audience with

Emperor Naruhito, bilateral talks with Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba, and meetings with senior ministers

covering finance, defense, foreign affairs, and
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economy, trade, and industry. The delegation also

included Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath and senior

economic advisers.

Talks with Prime Minister Ishiba reaffirmed the

Comprehensive Partnership between the two

countries, focusing on economic recovery, investment,

and security cooperation. Ishiba praised Sri Lanka’s

progress in implementing the International Monetary

Fund program and debt restructuring, pledging Japan’s

continued support as co-chair of the Official Creditor

Committee. Both sides emphasized transparent

lending and early completion of restructuring to

restore investor confidence. President Dissanayake

thanked Japan for resuming 11 yen loan projects

ahead of other creditors and highlighted their

importance in infrastructure, energy, and digital

broadcasting. They also agreed to advance projects in

urban transport and connectivity, including the

Bandaranaike International Airport expansion.

Japan confirmed the provision of advanced unmanned

aerial vehicles to strengthen Sri Lanka’s maritime

surveillance and disaster response under its Official

Security Assistance framework. Defence ties were

underscored through ongoing joint naval exercises,

regular port calls, and preparations for the second

Defence Dialogue. Both sides welcomed closer

cooperation in regional security and emphasized

adherence to international law, particularly the United

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Beyond debt and security, the visit sought to expand

investment and business engagement. Sri Lanka

organized the Sri Lanka Investment Forum in Tokyo

and participated in Expo 2025 Osaka to attract

Japanese private sector interest, with President

Dissanayake inviting companies to explore

opportunities in high-potential sectors. Discussions

also advanced on building an export-oriented

industrial corridor and enhancing the business

environment through transparency and predictability.

Japan reaffirmed its commitment to support

governance reforms, anti-corruption initiatives, and

socio-economic development in Sri Lanka’s Northern

and Eastern Provinces. Both sides highlighted progress

in mine clearance, supported by Japan as a leading

donor, as vital to reconciliation and community

development. People-to-people ties, language

education, and cultural exchanges were also

prioritized. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The Japanese Embassy in Colombo noted that while

disbursements for eight ongoing yen-loan projects

have resumed, new projects — including the previously
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cancelled USD 1.5 billion Light Rail Transit scheme —

will be reviewed cautiously against fiscal sustainability

and feasibility. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka’s president, foreign minister

pursue high-level talks with U.S. officials

(lm) On September 23, Sri Lanka’s President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake met in New York with Sergio Gor,

U.S. President Donald Trump’s Special Envoy for South

and Central Asian Affairs, who also serves as U.S.

Ambassador to India and Director of the White House

Presidential Personnel Office. The meeting, held at Sri

Lanka’s Permanent Mission to the UN, focused on

expanding cooperation in trade, commerce, tourism,

and investment. Dissanayake emphasized that, after

the country’s severe economic crisis, his government is

pursuing structural reforms to ensure stability,

transparency, and sustainable growth, while seeking

stronger economic ties with Washington. Both sides

also reviewed ongoing efforts to address trade

imbalances and reduce barriers to fair bilateral

exchange.

In a separate engagement, Foreign Minister Vijitha

Herath met U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Alison

Hooker. Their talks centered on strengthening

cooperation and advancing shared priorities in Sri

Lanka–U.S. relations. [Daily Mirror1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka and Egypt explore deeper

defense cooperation

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Defence Secretary, Air Vice Marshal

(Retd) Sampath Thuyacontha, met on September 26

with Adel Ibrahim, Egypt’s Ambassador to Sri Lanka, to

discuss strengthening bilateral defence ties. Talks at

the Ministry of Defence focused on expanding

cooperation in training, education, and professional

exchanges between defence institutions of the two

countries. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka’s president meets South African

leader in New York

(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake held talks

with South African President Cyril Ramaphosa on

September 24 on the sidelines of the UN General

Assembly in New York. The president was joined by
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Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath, Sri Lanka’s Permanent

Representative to the UN and former Chief Justice

Jayantha Jayasuriya, as well as senior foreign ministry

officials. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwanese court sentences four former

ruling party officials for espionage on

behalf of China

(efg) A Taiwan court has sentenced four former

members of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) to prison terms ranging from four to ten years

for espionage on behalf of China, including a former

aide to President Lai Ching-te.

The defendants, charged in June, were found guilty of

violating the Classified National Security Information

Protection Act by leaking sensitive state secrets over an

extended period, including diplomatic intelligence and

the itineraries of high-level officials.

Former staffer for a New Taipei City councilor, Huang

Chu-jung, received the heaviest sentence of ten years.

Ho Jen-chieh, an aide to then-Foreign Minister Joseph

Wu, was sentenced to eight years and two months.

Two others, Chiu Shih-yuan and Wu Shang-yu, received

six years and two months and four years, respectively.

[Hong Kong Free Press]

Separately, Huang was charged by the Taiwan High

Prosecutors Office in June with “developing a criminal

organization” for China. The case was heard by the

High Court due to its national security implications.

[Focus Taiwan]

Under President Lai, who took office in May 2024,

Taiwan has intensified security measures, officially

labeling China a “foreign hostile force” and cracking

down on suspended pro-China sympathizers, including

those holding Chinese identity documents. [The

Guardian]

While espionage between the two sides is not new,

Taiwan perceives a heightened threat due to the risk of

a Chinese invasion. In 2024, Taiwan’s National Security

Bureau prosecuted 64 individuals for Chinese

espionage, with sentences of up to 20 years. [Channel

News Asia]

Taiwan confirms anti-dumping duties on

Chinese beer and steel
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(acl) On September 24, Taiwan’s Customs

Administration confirmed that anti-dumping duties on

beer and certain hot-rolled flat steel products

imported from China will remain in place, with

adjusted rates for specified companies starting

immediately.

According to the agency, imports of Chinese beer will

now be subject to duties ranging from 19.13 to 51.94

percent, while certain hot-rolled flat steel products

face duties ranging from 16.1 to 20.15 percent.

Provisional duties have been in place since June, and

the new adjustments follow the conclusion of an

investigation that confirmed China was dumping in

these product categories.

The results of the investigation have been submitted to

the Ministry of Economic Affairs, which is tasked with

completing a final assessment within 40 days. This

review will determine whether the dumping has

harmed Taiwan’s industries and evaluate its broader

economic impact. The ministry will also decide whether

certain beer imports will be subjected to retroactive

duties of up to 90 days. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

South Korea, Taiwan sign MOU to deepen

cooperation on disaster prevention

(acl) Taiwan’s National Science and Technology Center

for Disaster Reduction (NCDR)— a government agency

in Taiwan under the Ministry of Science and

Technology—has signed a memorandum of

understanding (MOU) with South Korea’s National

Disaster Management Research Institute (NDMI) to

enhance bilateral cooperation on disaster prevention

and resilience.

The agreement will facilitate exchanges in technology,

policy, information, and scientific research outcomes. It

also seeks to promote cooperation in education and

training and increase participation in international

initiatives. Both sides will prioritize joint research in key

areas including heavy rainfall, slope disasters,

compound disasters, and emerging risks. For talent

development, efforts will focus on bilateral courses,

technical seminars, and institutional exchanges to

strengthen R&D capabilities in both countries.he NDMI

also highlighted plans to accelerate cooperation in

data sharing, early warning services, decision-support

platforms, and disaster impact assessment

applications. [Taiwan News][National Science and

Technology Council in Chinese]
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U.S. urges UN aviation agency to include

Taiwan

(yl) The American Institute in Taiwan (AIT)—the de-

facto U.S. embassy in Taiwan—has reaffirmed U.S.

support for Taiwan’s “meaningful participation” in the

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

assembly opening in Montreal, urging ICAO leaders to

invite Taiwan as a guest of the Council president.

Ahead of the event, the AIT stressed that Taiwan’s

inclusion would strengthen global aviation safety and

security, while Taipei’s delegation, led by Civil

Aeronautics Administration Deputy Director-General

Lin Jiunn-liang, highlighted Taiwan’s ability to make

practical contributions through concrete proposals and

solutions.

Taiwan, excluded since 2013, is holding sideline

meetings with allies and partners to raise awareness of

its participation bid. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

U.S. pushes ‘50-50’ chip plan with Taiwan,

sparking opposition backlash

(yl) U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick said

Washington has urged Taiwan to support a plan for

half of U.S. chip demand to be met by domestic

production, framing the move as essential to counter

Beijing and reduce over-reliance on TSMC. He argued

that “abundant U.S. chip supply” would also protect

Taiwan. [Bloomberg]

The proposal drew sharp criticism from lawmakers of

the main opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), who

warned that splitting TSMC’s most advanced capacity

would erode Taiwan’s “silicon shield” and bargaining

power.

They accused the President Lai Ching-te's

administration of secret negotiations and called for a

public explanation of its bottom line, while noting

TSMC has already pledged USD 165 billion for six fabs

in the U.S. [Focus Taiwan]

U.S. blocks Taiwan-made Giant Bicycles

over forced labor

(dql) The U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)

has issued a withhold release order (WRO) blocking

bicycles, parts, and accessories made by Giant Bicycles
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in Taiwan due to evidence of forced labor. The order

targets only products from Taiwan; Giant’s other

manufacturing facilities in China, Vietnam, Hungary,

and the Netherlands are not affected.

CBP cited multiple forced labor indicators, including

debt bondage, wage withholding, abusive work and

living conditions, excessive overtime, and intimidation.

A 2024 U.S. Department of Labor report, based on

interviews with Vietnamese and Thai migrant workers

at Giant’s Taichung factory, highlighted similar risks.

While Giant has addressed some issues—halting wage

withholding, renovating dormitories, and planning a

zero-fee recruitment policy from January 2025—debt

bondage risks remain unresolved. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan agricultural mission signs grain

deals with Indiana

(acl) On September 25, a Taiwanese agricultural trade

mission subgroup signed two letters of intent (LOIs)

with partners in Indiana to purchase soybeans and

corn.

Alongside the soybean and corn group, Taiwan has

also sent a wheat group to South Dakota, Montana,

and Idaho, and a beef group to Florida and Texas.

[Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan, Ukraine deepen ties with MoU on

humanitarian support

(dql) Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung, during his

recent visit to Poland, oversaw the signing of a

memorandum of understanding between Taiwan and

Ukraine to support disadvantaged children in Kyiv,

particularly those orphaned by Russia’s invasion.

The agreement will be implemented by the NGOs

WeWorld and Taiwan Fund for Children and Families,

with backing from Taiwan’s foreign ministry. It will

focus on mental health care, essential needs, and

foster family assistance. [Focus Taiwan]

Saudi Arabia reaffirms ties with Taiwan

(yl) At a National Day reception in Taipei, Saudi Arabia’s

representative Mohammed S. Alghamdi reaffirmed
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plans to strengthen cooperation with Taiwan in trade,

investment, culture, and tourism. He noted Riyadh is

Taiwan’s largest energy supplier and top trading

partner in the Middle East, accounting for nearly one-

third of Taiwan’s crude oil imports.

Deputy Foreign Minister François Wu highlighted two-

way trade reaching USD 9.4 billion in 2024, calling

Saudi Arabia a reliable energy partner and expressing

hopes for broader cooperation in technology and

education. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan suspends controls on chip exports

to South Africa

(acl) On September 25, Taiwan suspended planned

semiconductor export controls on South Africa, just

two days after announcing them in protest over

disputes concerning the downgrading of its

representative office in the country.

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) said it had

asked the Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) to halt

issuance of a public notice after South Africa expressed

willingness to engage in talks over the year-long

dispute.

The chip export controls, originally announced on

September 23 and set to take effect in late November,

would have required prior approval for 47 products—

including integrated circuits and chips—to be shipped

to South Africa. The measure, which had to be posted

on the Cabinet’s online gazette system two months in

advance, marked the first time Taiwan used its

semiconductor industry as diplomatic leverage.

[Bloomberg]

Taiwan introduced the restrictions in response to what

is described as repeated downgrades of its

representative offices under Chinese pressure. The

dispute began in October 2024, when South Africa

asked Taiwan to relocate its Pretoria office—officially

the Taipei Liaison Office in the Republic of South Africa

—to Johannesburg and downgrade it to a “trade

office.”

In March 2025, South Africa’s Department of

International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO)

renamed the office on its website the “Taipei

Commercial Office”. On July 21, DIRCO announced

further downgrades, renaming the Pretoria office the

“Taipei Commercial Office in Johannesburg” and the

Cape Town branch the “Taipei Commercial Office in

Cape Town,” while reclassifying both as “international
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organizations” rather than foreign representations.

South Africa cited UN Resolution 2758 and the “one

China policy,” but Taiwan denounced the moves as

unilateral violations of their 1997 agreement. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]

China’s foreign ministry called Taiwan’s actions a

“deliberate move to destabilize global chip industrial

and supply chains” and praised South Africa’s decision

to relocate Taiwan’s representative office. [Financial

Times] [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

Palau calls for monthly joint patrols with

Taiwan

(yl) Palauan President Surangel Whipps Jr. proposed

that Taiwan and Palau conduct monthly Coast Guard

patrols to boost deterrence in the West Pacific,

following Taiwan’s first-ever “fleet of friendship” visit.

The mission included the new Taipei-class and Hualien-

class vessels, with drills conducted en route.

At a flag-raising ceremony in Koror, Palauan ministers

and Taiwan’s ambassador emphasized stronger joint

maritime enforcement against smuggling and illegal

fishing, framing the cooperation as a symbol of firm

bilateral ties and shared commitment to Indo-Pacific

stability. [Focus Taiwan]

Cambodia-Thailand border tensions

escalate with clashes, trade collapse, and

UN confrontation

(lm/bk/gm) Tensions along the Thailand–Cambodia

border have again intensified in recent days, with

armed incidents, disrupted trade, forced-eviction

disputes, and sharp exchanges at the United Nations

General Assembly (UNGA). The disputes span multiple

provinces and long-contested areas, many of which

remain under partial or unresolved demarcation.

Armed incidents along disputed zones

On September 27, Thai and Cambodian forces

exchanged mortar and rifle fire near the Chong Bok

area in Ubon Ratchathani province, a remote tri-border

zone where Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos meet. The

territory remains disputed, with both sides claiming

sovereignty. No casualties were officially reported. Thai

officials alleged that Cambodia deliberately provoked
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the clash, while Phnom Penh has framed Thailand as

the aggressor. [Bangkok Post 1]

Following the incident, Cambodian Acting Head of

State Hun Sen proposed to the Malaysian military,

which currently leads the ASEAN-member-led Interim

Observer Team (IOT), to undertake two key tasks. First,

the team would conduct ballistic forensics, noting that

the two countries involved use different types of

ammunition. Second, the team would inspect the

impact sites to determine the origin and trajectory of

the shells, clarifying whether the fire came from

Cambodia toward Thailand or the reverse, since shell

trajectories remain fixed after impact. [Khmer Times 1]

Four days earlier, on September 23, shots were

reportedly fired near a barbed-wire fence in Si Sa Ket

province, close to the Preah Vihear temple. This 11th-

century Khmer temple has been the subject of multiple

cases at the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which

awarded the temple itself to Cambodia in 1962 but left

parts of the adjacent land — including areas around

Kantharalak district — unresolved, making it a

recurring flashpoint. [Bangkok Post 2]

In Trat province, a coastal area in eastern Thailand

bordering Cambodia’s Koh Kong province and serving

as a hub for cross-border trade and fishing, Cambodia

agreed to demolish one house found to be on Thai-

claimed land but rejected requests to remove two

others inside a rubber plantation. Phnom Penh

insisted the issue be referred to the Joint Boundary

Commission (JBC), the bilateral body mandated to

handle unresolved demarcation. [Bangkok Post 3]

In Sa Kaeo province, an inland trade and migration hub

bordering Cambodia’s Banteay Meanchey province,

Thai authorities gave Cambodian residents until

October 10 to vacate what Bangkok considers Thai

forest land. Cambodian officials argue the areas,

referred to locally as Chok Chey and Praijan villages,

fall under Banteay Meanchey’s jurisdiction. [Bangkok

Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]

Security measures and domestic response

To reinforce its position, Thailand has launched an THB

87 million (USD 2.7 million) project to construct a 10-

kilometer border fence in Sa Kaeo, limited to areas

where the boundary has already been agreed upon.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul announced

increased deployment of military, police, and Interior

Ministry officials to border communities, with

evacuation centers prepared in case of escalation. He

stated Thailand would not enter negotiations while
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Cambodian forces reinforce contested positions. [The

Nation] [Bangkok Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7]

The disputes have severely disrupted commerce.

Border trade with Cambodia fell by 99.9 percent year-

on-year in August to just THB 10 million (USD 290,000),

after Thailand closed checkpoints in Surin and Sa Kaeo.

By contrast, overall border trade with all neighboring

countries fell only 3.1 percent. Thai officials have

identified about 100 businesses — particularly in food,

consumer goods, and auto parts — as directly affected,

with relief measures and trade-fair participation

planned for 2026. [Bangkok Post 8]

Diplomatic fallout at the UN

At the UNGA, Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak

Sokhonn accused Thailand of forced evictions,

imposing domestic law on Cambodian villages, and

relying on unilateral maps rather than bilateral

treaties. He called for urgent international and ASEAN

intervention to prevent further conflict. [Khmer Times

2]

Thai Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow

delivered a rebuttal, saying Cambodia was

misrepresenting facts and accusing Phnom Penh of

repeated provocations, including alleged rocket fire,

mines, drone flights, and incursions into Thai-claimed

territory. He stressed that peace cannot be achieved

“one-sidedly” and reiterated Bangkok’s position that

bilateral mechanisms — not international forums —

should resolve the disputes.[Khaosod English]

[Bangkok Post 9]

Debate over MOU 43

Within Thailand, the domestic debate has now turned

to the future of the 2000 Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU 43), the only binding framework

obliging both sides to negotiate directly. Signed in June

2000 under the Democrat Party government of Prime

Minister Chuan Leekpai by then–Foreign Minister Surin

Pitsuwan and his Cambodian counterpart, the MOU

established the JBC, banned unilateral military or

construction activity in disputed areas, and required

new, mutually agreed maps.

Prime Minister Anutin’s government has confirmed

that the next general election will include a

referendum on whether to revoke the MOU.

Opposition Pheu Thai, which until recently led the

government under former Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra, has warned that cancellation would

dismantle bilateral safeguards and risk pushing

disputes into the ICJ, where Cambodia could gain an
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advantage. Pheu Thai argues that despite nationalist

pressure, revoking the MOU would undo decades of

progress, including 45 of 74 planned boundary

markers and a recent bilateral decision to use satellite-

based LIDAR technology to finalize watershed

demarcations. [Thai Enquirer] [Bangkok Post 10]

New five-year China-Thailand plan aims to

expand high-tech, logistics, and digital

cooperation

(msz) Thailand and China have launched a new five-

year cooperation framework (2025–2029) to mark the

50th anniversary of diplomatic relations, with Bangkok

positioning itself as a regional hub for high-tech

manufacturing and logistics.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul announced the

plan at the Thailand–China Cooperation Expo,

highlighting Thailand’s ambitions to become a

production center for electric vehicles,

semiconductors, and other advanced components,

while also serving as a logistics corridor linking ASEAN

markets with southern China. The roadmap outlines

priorities such as upgrading infrastructure and logistics

through projects including the Thai–China high-speed

rail and expanded investment in the Eastern Economic

Corridor, alongside deeper collaboration in digital

technology through cross-border platforms and

artificial intelligence research to support small and

medium-sized enterprises. It further foresees closer

cooperation in agriculture and security, as well as

broader educational, cultural, and tourism exchanges.

Anutin stressed that Thailand’s role should extend

beyond bilateral trade, presenting the country as a

gateway for China’s wider engagement with Southeast

Asia. [Bangkok Post]

Japan and Thailand forge partnerships to

crack down on international call-scammer

gangs

(msz) Thailand and Japan have agreed to step up

cooperation against transnational criminal networks,

with a focus on dismantling international call center

fraud operations and tackling human trafficking. The

agreement followed talks between Thailand’s Central

Investigation Bureau (CIB) and Japan’s National Police

Agency and Osaka Prefectural Police, which identified
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cross-border scams and trafficking networks as critical

threats to both countries.

Under the arrangement, both sides will expand

intelligence-sharing and strengthen technological

collaboration. Thai authorities have pledged to assist

Japan by tracking suspects within Thailand’s

jurisdiction and providing criminal data upon request.

Looking ahead, Bangkok is also considering the

adoption of Japanese law enforcement technologies,

including artificial intelligence-driven surveillance

systems, enhanced emergency hotlines, and advanced

digital forensics capabilities to improve crime detection

and response. [Bangkok Post]

South Korea and Thailand move toward

economic partnership agreement

(bk) Thailand and South Korea are close to concluding

a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement

(CEPA), with negotiators aiming for an announcement

at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

summit in Seoul in October 2025. Nineteen of the

agreement’s 24 chapters are settled, with remaining

talks covering goods, services, investment, and digital

trade.

The pact is expected to expand Thai exports to South

Korea by up to 77 percent, especially in agricultural

and food products such as tropical fruit, seafood, and

processed goods, while also benefiting logistics,

warehousing, and hospitality services. Estimates

suggest the deal could increase Thai exports by as

much as USD 4.6 billion and add nearly USD 1.8 billion

to GDP.

The CEPA complements existing frameworks, including

the ASEAN–Korea FTA and the Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), and is

central to Thailand’s broader push for new trade deals

to offset global protectionist pressures. Bilateral trade

between the two countries reached USD 15.3 billion in

2024, with USD 7.8 billion recorded in the first half of

2025. [The Nation]

Thailand-Saudia Arabia trade relations

strengthened through new cooperation

plan

(lm) Thailand and Saudi Arabia have agreed on a 2025–

2026 cooperation plan to deepen economic and trade
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ties, focusing on trade fairs, investment promotion,

and joint development of emerging industries such as

robotics, new vehicles, and artificial intelligence. The

plan also covers collaboration in halal food,

pharmaceuticals, herbs, and elderly care, alongside

sharing expertise in policy planning.

The two sides further agreed to work on a double

taxation elimination treaty and a customs cooperation

memorandum to ease business and investment. Saudi

Arabia, a high-income country with strong demand for

halal and agricultural imports, is seen as a key strategic

partner for Thailand’s export diversification.

In 2024, bilateral trade totaled USD 7.56 billion, making

Saudi Arabia Thailand’s 19th largest global trade

partner and second largest in the Middle East. Thai

exports, valued at USD 2.86 billion, included

automobiles, auto parts, wood products, and rubber

goods, while imports worth USD 4.9 billion were led by

crude oil, fertilizers, insecticides, and chemicals. In the

first half of 2025, bilateral trade stood at USD 3.85

billion, with Thailand exporting USD 1.25 billion and

importing USD 2.6 billion. [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste looks to Malaysia for poultry

and eggs

Timor-Leste is moving to source poultry and eggs from

Malaysia to meet rising demand for affordable protein

and improve supply reliability. Officials say Malaysian

products are gaining traction as imports, helped by

Batik Air’s direct Kuala Lumpur–Dili route and

increased business visits. The shift, which reduces

reliance on distant suppliers such as Brazil, aligns with

plans to modernize agriculture and integrate with

ASEAN supply chains. Malaysia’s established poultry

sector—backed by veterinary systems, halal

certification, and export infrastructure—positions it as

a key partner. Next steps include ongoing dialogue,

product certification, and recognition of origin to

facilitate trade with Malaysian SMEs. [AviNews]

Vietnam and China strengthen economic

and trade cooperation with new

agreements

(hn) A trade and investment conference was held in

Hanoi on September 25 to strengthen economic ties

between Vietnam and China’s Shandong province.
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Deputy Minister Trương Thanh Hoài highlighted strong

bilateral cooperation, noting that Vietnam–China trade

reached a record USD 205.2 billion last year. Trade

with Shandong grew 12.5 percent in 2024 and 18.9

percent in the first eight months of 2025, with

Vietnam’s exports rising 29.4 percent, making it

Shandong’s third-largest ASEAN trading partner.

Despite this growth, trade with Shandong remains a

small share of overall bilateral trade, signaling further

potential.

The Ministry of Industry and Trade pledged support for

implementing projects and agreements, while experts

emphasized deeper cooperation to mitigate global

economic risks and promote people-to-people

exchanges.

The conference saw 13 cooperation agreements

signed and included networking sessions with over 250

enterprises from sectors such as machinery,

construction, IT, food, agriculture, energy, and new

materials. [Vietnamnews] [Asemconnect]

Vietnam’s party chief To Lam plans

landmark visit to North Korea amid 75th

anniversary of ties

(hn) Vietnamese Communist Party chief Tô Lâm is

expected to visit North Korea next month, marking the

first trip by a Vietnamese leader to Pyongyang in nearly

20 years. Preparations are ongoing and not yet

officially confirmed, though Lam is expected to meet

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

The two countries maintain close diplomatic ties but

no current trade relations. Their last recorded trade

was in 2016, valued at about USD 3 million. The most

recent high-level visit was in 2007 by Party chief Nông

Đức Mạnh; Hồ Chí Minh visited in 1957. North Korea’s

Kim Jong Un traveled to Hanoi in 2019 for a summit

with then–U.S. President Donald Trump.

Lower-level exchanges between the two countries

resumed last year after a five-year pause, and 2025

marks 75 years of Vietnam–North Korea diplomatic

relations.

Lâm’s planned trip follows his August 2025 visit to

South Korea, Vietnam’s key investor and trading

partner, where he became the first foreign leader

hosted by President Lee Jae Myung. The contrast

highlights Hanoi’s balancing act, as North Korea

remains under heavy international sanctions tied to its

nuclear program. [Businesstimes] [Reuters]
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Vietnam and Russia deepen

parliamentary coordination on energy

and trade

(ms) Vietnam and Russia used State Duma Chairman

Vyacheslav Volodin’s visit to Hanoi to move beyond

protocol and lock in workstreams on energy, trade and

legislative coordination, according to outcomes from

talks with National Assembly (NA) Chairman Trần

Thanh Mẫn and the fourth session of the Vietnam–

Russia Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation Committee.

At the center of the discussions was implementation.

Both sides designated the inter-parliamentary

committee as the forum to track delivery of high-level

agreements reached during Russian President Vladimir

Putin’s state visit to Hanoi and Party General Secretary

Tô Lâm’s visit to Moscow. The mechanism is expected

to coordinate ministries, remove legal bottlenecks and

report progress to leaders, signaling an emphasis on

execution rather than new declarations.

Energy cooperation produced the most concrete

movement. Chairman Mẫn thanked the State Duma for

swiftly ratifying new oil-and-gas agreements signed

during General Secretary Tô Lâm’s Moscow trip,

clearing a key legal step for projects involving

exploration and production. Officials also reopened

the conversation on civil nuclear power in Vietnam,

describing it as a prospective area for cooperation

subject to feasibility, safety and financing—an early

signal that Hanoi is prepared to reassess long-term

baseload options if conditions align.

On the economic front, the two sides committed to

extracting more value from the Vietnam–Eurasian

Economic Union Free Trade Agreement. The focus is

on practical measures—customs procedures, technical

standards and market access—to lift volumes rather

than renegotiating terms. Lawmakers from both

countries discussed how legislative tweaks and

oversight could improve the business climate and give

predictable rules for investors.

Education and skills were framed as enablers for the

larger agenda. Vietnam and Russia will expand training

in technical fields where Russia has comparative

strengths and Vietnam faces demand, while scaling

language programs to support mobility for students

and specialists in both directions.

The day closed with a joint communiqué outlining

near-term priorities: legislative support for energy and

trade projects, regularized committee-to-committee



exchanges, and coordinated positions at multilateral

parliamentary forums. The next inter-parliamentary

session will be held in Russia in 2026, where both sides

said they expect to table progress against deliverables

rather than broad statements.

Taken together, the visit advanced three tangible

tracks—oil and gas implementation, exploratory

nuclear dialogue, and targeted trade facilitation—

under a single parliamentary coordination umbrella.

The test over the next 12–18 months will be whether

those tracks yield project milestones and measurable

trade gains, or stall amid procedural delays. [Asia News

Network] [Vietnam Law Magazine]

Vietnam and Germany enhance ties in

trade, investment, and innovation

(hn) On September 29, Prime Minister Phạm Minh

Chính held phone talks with German Chancellor

Friedrich Merz on the 50th anniversary of Vietnam–

Germany diplomatic relations.

PM Chính urged Germany to ratify the EU–Vietnam

Investment Protection Agreement and implement the

EU–Vietnam Free Trade Agreement to boost bilateral

trade and investment. He emphasized strengthening

the Strategic Partnership, particularly in science,

technology, and innovation.

Chancellor Merz reaffirmed Germany’s commitment to

expand cooperation in areas such as green economy,

energy transition, circular economy, logistics, and

supporting industries.

Both leaders expressed satisfaction with positive

bilateral developments, agreed to upgrade relations,

increase high-level exchanges, and create joint working

groups in economic, political, and labour fields. They

also committed to enhancing cooperation in trade,

investment, digital transformation, sustainable

development, and pharmaceuticals, and to coordinate

closely in ASEAN–EU and international forums.

[Vietnamnews] [Baochinhphu]

Vietnam and Oman strengthen ties with

expanded cooperation in trade,

investment, and cultural exchange

(hn) On September 24, 2025, Vietnamese Deputy

Foreign Minister Nguyễn Minh Hằng and Omani
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counterpart Khalifa Bin Ali Al Harthy co-chaired the 4th

Vietnam–Oman political consultation in Oma’s capital

Muscat, where both sides reviewed progress,

reaffirmed mutual respect, and explored ways to

elevate relations. They emphasized complementary

economies and pledged to expand cooperation in

trade, investment, food security, fisheries, logistics, AI,

and renewable energy, alongside stronger cultural and

people-to-people exchanges.

Hằng urged Oman to support Vietnam’s Halal industry,

scholarships, and market access, while promoting the

Vietnam-GCC FTA (The GCC consists of six Middle

Eastern nations-Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates

(UAE), Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, and Bahrain-characterized

by strong financial capacity, large consumer goods

import markets, and a demand for diversifying

supplies of food, agricultural products, and light

industrial goods), and Vietnam’s international financial

center plans. Al Harthy affirmed to support

Vietnamese business access to the Middle East, Africa,

and beyond, and proposed enhancing tourism, direct

flights, and diplomatic presence.

Later, Hằng met Omani Commerce Minister Qais

Mohammed Al Yousef, calling for the Vietnam–Oman

Joint Committee’s fourth session and more economic

agreements. Al Yousef confirmed Oman’s

commitment, encouraged business connections, and

extended congratulations and condolences over

Vietnam’s recent challenges.

Both sides reaffirmed support for multilateralism and

peaceful dispute resolution under international law.

[Vietnamnews] [Vietnamplus] [Vietnam]

Vietnam establishes diplomatic relations

with Tuvalu, completing ties with all UN

member states

(hn) On September 24, 2025, Vietnam and Tuvalu have

officially established diplomatic relations, following the

signing of a joint communiqué by Vietnam’s Acting

Foreign Minister Lê Hoài Trung and Tuvalu’s Foreign

Minister Paulson Panapa. With this, Vietnam now has

diplomatic ties with all 193 UN member states.

Both officials highlighted the historic significance of

this step and discussed future cooperation in areas like

the blue economy, tourism, and education, as well as

collaboration in multilateral forums.

Tuvalu, a small South Pacific island nation under a

constitutional monarchy, is a UN member and
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participates in various international and regional

organizations. Before this, Tuvalu had diplomatic

relations with 123 countries, including six ASEAN

members. [Vietnamnews] [Vietnamplus]

Vietnam president advocates peace,

multilateralism, and green

transformation at UN general assembly

(hn) At the 80th UN General Assembly in New York on

September 23, President Lương Cường delivered a

speech under the theme “Honoring the value of peace,

making strong changes to create a sustainable future.”

He highlighted the UN’s role over 80 years in

promoting peace, cooperation, and development, but

warned of current global challenges-wars, arms races,

great-power rivalry, and weakened international

commitments.

The President called for strengthening multilateralism

with the UN at the core, urging respect for sovereignty,

international law, and the UN Charter, as well as

peaceful dispute resolution. He emphasized fostering a

culture of peace through trust, solidarity, dialogue,

humanitarian access, and protection of civilians.

Cường voiced support for Palestine, urged urgent aid

for its people, and called on the US to lift sanctions

against Cuba. He underscored ASEAN’s central role in

regional peace, including the Myanmar consensus and

safeguarding stability in the East Sea under UNCLOS

1982.

Looking forward, he pressed for reform of global

governance institutions, digital and green

transformation, stronger R&D investment, and

technology transfer-especially from developed to

developing nations. Sharing Việt Nam’s journey from

wartime devastation to a deeply integrated middle-

income country, he reaffirmed goals of industrial

modernization by 2030, high-income status by 2045,

and net-zero emissions by 2050. [Vietnam]

[Vietnaminsiders]

The visit lasting four days from September 23–26,

reinforces Vietnam’s commitment to global peace,

multilateral cooperation, and deeper ties with the US,

particularly in economy, trade, investment, and

science-technology, highlighting Vietnam’s growing role

and contributions on the international stage.

[Vietnamnet]
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Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

1 October 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs (AIIA), Australia 

Strategic Minilateralism and the Regional

Security Architecture of the Indo-Pacific 

This online talk will focus on strategic minilateralism as

an emerging security practice in the Indo-Pacific,

examining small-group arrangements like AUKUS, the

Quad, and the US-Japan-Australia Trilateral Strategic

Dialogue. Drawing on extensive interviews with

policymakers and security experts, it provides a

conceptual framework to analyze the design,

functionality, and effectiveness of these minilaterals

within the broader regional security architecture. For

more information and to register for this event, visit

[AIIA].

1 October 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Iraq Initiative Conference 2025

This hybrid conference will examine Iraq’s path ahead

of its pivotal 2025 election, focusing on balancing

fragile political stability with economic and governance

challenges. Discussions will center on fostering long-

term stability, building a resilient and inclusive

economy, and navigating complex regional and

international dynamics that influence Iraq’s security,

growth, and reform agenda. For more information and

to register for this event, visit [Chatham House].
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1 October 2025 @ 9:30-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Reimagining Global Order: Perspectives

from Professor Amitav Acharya and Dr.

Trita Parsi

This hybrid event will explore the challenges and

future of global order amid wars, climate change,

technological disruption, and weakening

multilateralism as the UN approaches its 80th

anniversary. Dr. Amitav Acharya will present insights

from his new book, while Dr. Trita Parsi will share

proposals from the Better Order Project. For more

information and to register for this event, please see

[Stimson Center].

1 October 2025 @ 3:30-5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie,

USA

Climate Clarity: Combatting New

Denialism in the United States

This online panel will discuss the rise of “New Climate

Denialism” and explore pathways for effective climate

action. For more information and to register for this

event, please see [Carnegie].

2 October 2025 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,

Belgium

Investment in enlargement: a

conversation with Odile Renaud-Basso

This fireside chat will examine the EU enlargement

process with a focus on investment, reform, and

regional integration in candidate countries. Experts will

discuss enlargement priorities, including support for

Ukraine and the role of policy reform conditionality in

advancing accession. For more information and to

register for this event, please see [Bruegel].

2 October 2025 @ 3:-00-4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

a New American Security (CNAS), USA

"Free, Open, and Secure": Mobilizing for

Indo-Pacific Security in 2025

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-klk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-klu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-krl/


This online panel will examine the future of the Quad

as Australia, India, Japan, and the United States face

new strains in their security cooperation. Against the

backdrop of China’s military rise, U.S. political

uncertainty, and challenges within regional

partnerships, the discussion will explore how the Quad

can sustain momentum and strengthen deterrence in

the Indo-Pacific. For more information and to register

for this event, please see [CNAS].

2 October 2025 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, United Kingdom

Beyond the hype: The realities and risks of

artificial intelligence today

This online panel will explore the current and emerging

capabilities of artificial intelligence and its growing

impact on global power dynamics. Experts will examine

how AI is reshaping geopolitics, the risks of a high-

stakes technological race, and the readiness of

societies and policymakers to manage its effects, while

discussing potential governance and the implications

of unequal access to advanced AI. For more

information and to register for this event, visit

[Chatham House].

7 October 2025 @ 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (GMT+8),

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Examining Forms of Sandwich Families in

Southeast Asia: Challenges, Strategies,

and Implications for Social Policy

This roundtable will examine the evolving conditions of

“sandwich families” in Southeast Asia—households

caring for both young and elderly members—amid

rising inequality, migration, aging populations, and

weak social support. It will highlight the challenges

faced by vulnerable groups, including low-income,

migrant, and single-parent families, and explore their

coping strategies in the absence of adequate state

assistance. By drawing on empirical cases and policy

comparisons across the region, the discussion seeks to

inform more responsive family-oriented policymaking.

For more information and to register for this event,

visit [ISEAS].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-krr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-kry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gvlitk-l-krj/


3 October 2025 @ 9:30-10:30 a.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, United Kingdom

Is the Russia-Ukraine war winnable?

This webinar will examine the nearly four-year conflict

in Ukraine, assessing Russia’s ongoing offensives,

particularly in the Donbas, and the challenges posed

by digital warfare. Experts will analyze the balance of

forces, Kyiv’s strategies with its allies, prospects for

compelling meaningful negotiations with Moscow, and

the effectiveness of proposed security guarantees in

deterring future aggression. For more information and

to register for this event, visit [Chatham House].

6 October 2025 @ 9:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Responding to Trump’s New Foreign Policy

Paradigm

This webcast will discuss how U.S. allies and partners

are responding to the policies of the second Trump

administration, which bring both familiar and

unprecedented challenges. For more information and

to register for this event, please see [CSIS].

6 October 2025 @ 12:30-1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Big Deal, Small Deal, or No Deal? Possible

Outcomes of a Trump-Xi Summit

This webcast will assess the trajectory of U.S.-China

relations under the second Trump administration as

Presidents Trump and Xi prepare for a high-stakes

summit. CSIS experts will examine U.S. strategy, the

risks and opportunities of potential agreements, and

which issues should—or should not—be on the

negotiating table. For more information and to register

for this event, please see [CSIS].

6 /7 October 2025 @ 8:30 / 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4),

Atlantic Council, USA

Navigating China’s impact: Strategies for

Latin America and Africa
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This online conference will bring together African and

Latin American experts to examine responses to

China’s expanding global role. Participants will

compare experiences with Chinese investment, assess

both opportunities and challenges, and develop

collaborative policy solutions to safeguard sovereignty,

strengthen institutions, and ensure engagement with

China advances national interests. For more

information and to register for this event, please see

[Atlantic Council].

Recent Book Releases

Nicholas Beuret, Or Something Worse: Why We Need

to Disrupt the Climate Transition, Verso, 220 pages,

pubished September 23, 2025. For a review, see [Los

Angeles Review of Books].

Faisal Devji, Waning Crescent: The Rise and Fall of

Global Islam, Yale University Press, 280 pages,

published August 26, 2025. For a review, see [Los

Angeles Review of Books].

Serhiy Kudelia, Seize the City, Undo the State: The

Inception of Russia’s War on Ukraine, Oxford

University Press, 344 pages, published February 14,

2025. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Mark Mazower, On Antisemitism: A Word in History,

Penguin Press, 352 pages, September 23, 2025. For a

review, see [The Guardian].

Calls

The University of Nottingham invites paper

proposals for the Taiwan Research Hub Conference

2026 “Navigating Technological Futures: Power,

Resilience, and Strategy in a multipolar world,” to be

held on June 22-24, 2026. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,

see [University of Nottingham].

The University of Helsinki invites paper proposals for

its 21st Maple Leaf and Eagle Conference, scheduled

for May 20-22, 2026. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,

see [Helsinki University].

The European Political Science Society (EPSS) invites

paper proposals for its first annual conference, to be

held in Belfast on June 18-20, 2026. The deadline for
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abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more

information, see [EPSS].

The International Association for Political Science

Students (IAPSS) invites paper proposals for its World

Congress 2026 “Academic Freedom”, to be held on

May 5-9. 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is

November 7, 2025. For more information, see [IAPSS].

The Political Studies Association (PSA) invites paper

proposals for its 76th Annual International Conference

“Political Studies Futures,” to be held on March 30 to

April 1, 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is

October 17, 2025. For more information, see [PSA].

Jobs and Positions

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications for the position of Executive Director of

the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC).  The deadline for application submission is

October 6, 2025. For more information, see [UN].

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications for the position of United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees. The deadline for

application submission is October 6, 2025. For more

information, see [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks an

Executive Associate. The deadline for application

submission is October 9, 2025. For more information,

see [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a

Regional Director, Arab States – Development

Coordination Office. The deadline for application

submission is October 11, 2025. For more information,

see [UN].

UN Women seeks a Programme Analyst – Gender-

Responsive Governance at the Regional and Local

Level (Ukraine). The deadline for application

submission is October 4, 2025. For more information,

see [UN Women].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Senior Programme Management

Officer (Nairobi). The deadline for application

submission is October 1, 2025. For more information,

see [UN].

The UN Department of Political and Peacebuilding

Affairs (UN DPPA) seeks an International
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Humanitarian Law Expert. The deadline for

application submission is October 3, 2025. For more

information, see [UN].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Data Privacy and Protection Expert –

Armenia. The deadline for application submission is

October 25, 2025. For more information, see [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Security Specialist – Nepal. The deadline

for application submission is October 2, 2025. For

more information, see [FAO].

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

seeks a Safeguards Information Analyst. The

deadline for application submission is October 7, 2025.

For more information, see [IAEA].

The International Maritime Organization (IMO)

seeks a Deputy Director – Technical Cooperation and

Implementation Division. The deadline for application

submission is October 15, 2025. For more information,

see [IMO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Spokesperson and Director – Department of

Media and Communications. The deadline for

application submission is October 9, 2025. For more

information, see [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a General Protection and Protection Research

Specialist. The deadline for application submission is

October 9, 2025. For more information, see [IOM].

NATO seeks a Legal Adviser and Director – Office of

Legal Affairs. The deadline for application submission

is October 12, 2025. For more information, see [NATO].

NATO seeks a Staff Officer – Political and Civilian

Command and Control Analyst. The deadline for

application submission is October 5, 2025. For more

information, see [NATO].

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeks an

Auditor General. The deadline for application

submission is October 8, 2025. For more information,

see [ADB].

The European Chemical Industry Council, AISBL

(Cefic) seeks an Executive Director – Innovation. The

deadline for application submission is October 10,

2025. For more information, see [Cefic].

The European Environment Agency (EEA) seeks an

Expert – Climate change mitigation. The deadline for
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application submission is October 6, 2025. For more

information, see [EEA].

The European Union Drugs Agency (EUDA) seeks a

Scientific Analyst – Policy design and evaluation.

The deadline for application submission is October 6,

2025. For more information, see [EUDA].

The European Union Institute for Security Studies

(EUISS) seeks a Senior Policy Analyst – Middle East and

North Africa. The deadline for application submission

is October 6, 2025. For more information, see [EUISS].

DNV seeks a Director of EU Government and Public

Affairs. The deadline for application submission is

October 12, 2025. For more information, see [DNV].

The Center for Democracy & Technology (CDT) seeks

an EU Policy and Research Officer – Security,

Surveillance, & Human Rights Programme. The

deadline for application submission is October 19,

2025. For more information, see [CDT].

Open Society Foundations (OSF) seeks a Director –

Programs, Amman, Jordan. The deadline for

application submission is October 19, 2025. For more

information, see [OSF].

Human Rights Watch (HRW) is seeking an Executive

Director. Applications will be accepted until the

position is filled. For more information, see [HRW].

The Department of History of the University of

Notre Dame invites applications for a tenure-track

position in post-1800 Transnational History, at the

rank of assistant professor. The deadline for

application submission is October 15, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Notre Dame].

The Department of Culture, Religion, Asian and

Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Oslo

invites application for a tenure-track position in

contemporary Chinese society. Applications will be

accepted until the position is filled. For more

information, see [University of Oslo].

The University of Fribourg invites application for the

position of Professor in Human Geography. The

deadline for application submission is October 15,

2025. For more information, see [University of

Fribourg].

The European University Institute (EUI) invites

applications for the position of Assistant Professor in

Macroeconomics. The deadline for application
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submission is October 6, 2025. For more information,

see [EUI].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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