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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, and

Uganda, the Fiji Day, Spain’s and Taiwan’s National Day

this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: President Xi urges unity, warns

against Taiwan independence in National

Day speech

(ask/dql) Chinese President Xi Jinping marked the 76th

anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of

China by calling for determination in advancing

“Chinese modernization” and warning against

separatist forces in Taiwan. Speaking at a reception in

Beijing’s Great Hall of the People, Xi stressed that

achieving national rejuvenation was an

“unprecedented cause” that required perseverance,

unity, and reform.

Xi highlighted China’s progress despite what he

described as a complex global environment, citing

advances in reform, high-quality development, and

poverty reduction. He called for sound planning for the



upcoming 15th Five-Year Plan (2026–2030)—referring

to the upcoming 4th plenum Central Committee later

this month (see AiR No. 39, September/2025, 5) and

reaffirmed the need to uphold the “one country, two

systems” principle in Hong Kong and Macao. Regarding

Taiwan, he pledged to deepen exchanges across the

strait while resolutely opposing “Taiwan independence”

and external interference, framing sovereignty and

territorial integrity as red lines.

Appealing to nationalistic sentiments, Xi also linked the

present to history, invoking the 80th anniversary of the

victory in the War of Resistance against Japanese

Aggression to underscore resilience and national spirit.

He framed China’s foreign policy as rooted in “true

multilateralism,” emphasizing the pursuit of global

initiatives, including the latest Global Governance

Initiative (GGI), recently introduced at Shanghai

Cooperation Organization Summit (see AiR Special

Feature September 2025). [China Daily] [SCMP 1]

In parallel to Xi’s speech, China’s foreign ministry

underscored in a position paper the authority of UN

General Assembly Resolution 2758, which in 1971

recognized the People’s Republic of China as the sole

representative of China and expelled Taiwan’s

representatives. [The State Council Information Office,

China]

Beijing accused Washington and its allies of historically

obstructing China’s admission to the UN and of

continuing today to challenge the resolution by

pushing for Taiwan’s inclusion in UN-affiliated bodies

such as the World Health Organization (WHO) and

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). The

paper rejected Washington’s argument that the

resolution did not determine Taiwan’s political status,

insisting it ruled out the concepts of “two Chinas” or

“one China, one Taiwan.”

The move highlights Taiwan as Beijing’s top geopolitical

red line at a time of heightened US-China tensions. Xi is

expected to raise the Taiwan issue again when he

attends the APEC summit in South Korea later this

month, where a meeting with US President Donald

Trump remains possible. [SCMP 2] [Newsweek]

China: New head of Party’s International

Department announced amid

disappearance of Liu Jianchao

(dql) China’s Communist Party has appointed Liu

Haixing, a veteran diplomat with extensive European

and national security experience, as head of its
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International Department, replacing Liu Jianchao, who

has disappeared from public view amid reports of

disciplinary investigation.

Liu Haixing, 62, brings a background in foreign affairs

and security, having held senior posts in the Foreign

Ministry’s European Department, China’s UN mission,

and most recently as deputy director of the National

Security Commission office. His appointment

underscores Beijing’s focus on integrating diplomacy

with security concerns, a theme he himself

emphasized in a July article for People’s Daily.

Liu Jianchao, 61, who took charge of the International

Department in 2022, had been a prominent figure in

China’s post-Covid diplomatic outreach, building party-

to-party ties across Asia, Africa, and Europe. Once seen

as a contender for foreign minister, his abrupt fall

recalls the unexplained removal of Foreign Minister

Qin Gang in 2023 and highlights persistent volatility at

the top of China’s foreign policy apparatus (see AiR No.

32, August/2025, 2).

The International Department remains a crucial tool in

Beijing’s strategy, maintaining ties with more than 600

foreign political parties and serving as a parallel

diplomatic channel in shaping China’s global image and

influence. [SCMP]

China: Prominent influencers targeted in

latest online crackdown on negative

sentiments

(dql) In September, China’s Cyberspace Administration

(CAC) launched a two-month nationwide campaign,

building on its ongoing “Clean Net” initiative, to

suppress online content deemed to incite negative

emotions (see AiR No. 38, September/2025, 4).

Within a week of the launch, four major influencers—

each with tens of millions of followers—were banned,

and their content across multiple platforms was

removed.  They have been accused of promoting social

antagonism or anxiety.  The crackdown also extended

to subcultures such as “lying-flatists,” fan communities,

and Gen Z troll groups, whose posts were mass-

deleted for promoting pessimism or encouraging

nonconformity.  “Lying-flatists” are members of a social

and lifestyle movement in China that rejects the

traditional pressures of intense work, career ambition,

and consumerism.

Analysts interpret the campaign as targeting youth

subcultures amid rising social discontent, reflecting
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concerns over record-high youth unemployment,

which reached 18.9 percent in August 2025. [Global

Voices]

While Beijing’s efforts to censor the internet are not

new, observers note that this latest crackdown is

distinct because it specifically targets online behavior

that regulators blame for triggering or exacerbating

negative emotions. The campaign focuses on

expressions of pessimism, societal disillusionment, and

divisive rhetoric on social media platforms, aiming to

foster a more “civilised and rational online

environment” by eliminating content that promotes

negativity or anxiety.

Content suggesting that efforts such as education or

hard work are futile is being removed, while posts that

exploit social issues to create antagonism based on

identity, region, or gender are also targeted. Material

that spreads fear or panic, including false information

about disasters or economic instability, is being

suppressed. Prominent online figures are being

penalised for content that exacerbates societal

tensions or spreads negativity. [SCMP]

China: New ‘K-visa’ program sparks

backlash amid talent drive

(ask) China has launched a new visa scheme aimed at

attracting foreign professionals in science and

technology, but the move has triggered widespread

backlash on Chinese social media amid growing

economic anxieties. The K-visa, which took effect on

October 1, allows STEM (Science, Technology,

Engineering, Mathematics) graduates greater flexibility

to enter and stay in China without requiring employer

sponsorship—a significant shift in Beijing’s traditionally

strict immigration rules.

The program has fueled concerns that foreign

graduates could compete for scarce jobs in a sluggish

labor market. Weibo users criticized the policy as

privileging outsiders over local talent, with some

warning of fraudulent applications and others voicing

xenophobic comments. Youth unemployment in China

reached 18.9 percent in August, adding to the public

unease. [CNBC]

State media outlet Global Times has responded by

defending the policy as a “concrete practice of China's

institutional opening-up,” citing China’s lack of

sufficient high-level talent to drive its technological

ambitions and dismissing public criticism as

“misleading” and “narrow-minded.” Officials stressed
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the visa is not equivalent to a work permit or

immigration pathway, but a tool to facilitate exchanges

and attract “top-tech talents.” [Global Times]

Analysts say the initiative highlights China’s ambition to

strengthen soft power and attract talent to boost its

technological competitiveness in sectors like

semiconductors, biotech, and AI, particularly as the

U.S. tightens visa restrictions for skilled workers.

Yet experts caution that implementation will remain

limited and tightly controlled, targeting exceptional

individuals rather than mass recruitment. Public

resistance, language barriers, and China’s tightly

regulated political environment are likely to pose

challenges for integrating foreign professionals. [BBC]

[Modern Diplomacy]

China: World’s first commercial

underwater data center launched

(dql) China has inaugurated the world’s first

commercial underwater data center in Hainan

province, marking a strategic step to advance its blue

economy and draw foreign investment into the

country’s largest free-trade zone. The facility, housed in

a 1,300-tonne subsea cabin in Lingshui county, uses

seawater for natural cooling—significantly reducing

energy consumption and operational costs compared

to conventional land-based data centres.

Each of the submerged cabins, located 35 meters

below sea level, can host up to 500 servers. The project

is part of Hainan’s 14th Five-Year Plan, which envisions

a network of 100 such data cabins forming the core of

an industrial estate dedicated to marine technology

innovation.

Politically and economically, the initiative underscores

China’s bid to enhance technological self-reliance amid

escalating competition with the United States.

Complementing the move, Beijing launched a 2024

pilot program permitting full foreign ownership of data

centers and value-added telecom services in Hainan,

Beijing, Shanghai, and Shenzhen—aimed at attracting

multinational technology firms seeking to expand in

China’s AI and cloud computing sectors.

In contrast, the U.S. firm Microsoft discontinued its

own underwater data centre experiment, Project

Natick, in 2024 after trialing it off Scotland’s coast.

[SCMP] [Science Alert]
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China: Taiwan-inspired mock facilities at

Inner Mongolia base expanded for

realistic invasion training

(dql/yl) Satellite imagery analyzed by Japan’s Institute

for National Fundamentals reveals that China has

expanded mock structures resembling Taiwan’s key

government buildings at the People’s Liberation Army’s

Zhurihe training base in Inner Mongolia, widely seen as

signaling intensified preparations for potential military

operations against the island.

The new addition—a replica of Judicial Yuan, Taiwan’s

highest judicial organ—sits beside an existing mock-up

of the presidential office and is connected by a 280-

metre underground tunnel. The expanded complex,

which now covers nearly three times its 2020 size, also

includes imitations of Taiwan’s foreign and defense

ministries. Satellite images from 2022 show simulated

urban combat drills, including roadblocks and armored

vehicle assaults on the mock presidential compound,

suggesting ongoing “combat-oriented” training.

Analysts interpret the expansion as part of Beijing’s

effort to refine “decapitation” operations aimed at

swiftly neutralizing Taiwan’s leadership in a conflict

scenario.

The Zhurihe base, China’s largest military training site,

has long hosted simulated assaults on Taiwanese

targets, reflecting the PLA’s focus on improving realism

in combat exercises amid growing geopolitical

confrontation with the United States and its allies.

[SCMP] [ANI]

China: New images suggest rapid progress

in sixth-generation fighter jet

development

(dql) Newly surfaced photos on Chinese social media

appear to show a tailless stealth fighter believed to be

China’s sixth-generation jet, signalling rapid progress in

the country’s next-generation combat aircraft program.

Analysts note that the latest images show the removal

of the air data boom—a key sensor used during early

flight tests—indicating that testing may have advanced

to a new stage with integrated onboard sensors. This

mirrors the developmental trajectory of the J-20,

China’s fifth-generation fighter. Military experts

suggest that the photographed aircraft could represent

a second or improved prototype in the series.
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The new photos also confirm a single-seat

configuration, countering earlier speculation of a

tandem-seat design. However, analysts say that both

variants may be under parallel development, with a

twin-seat version potentially intended for drone

coordination or multi-platform command through

“loyal wingman” systems—reflecting trends in next-

generation air combat strategies.

The development highlights China’s determination to

compete with the United States, which has begun

producing its F-47 sixth-generation fighter under the

Next Generation Air Dominance (NGAD) program,

scheduled for its first flight in 2028.

While Beijing has not officially confirmed its own sixth-

generation project, a series of recent sightings—

including another tailless design attributed to Chengdu

Aircraft Corporation (J-36)—underscore China’s

accelerating efforts to achieve parity in future air

warfare capabilities. [SCMP] [National Security Journal]

China – Hong Kong: AI-powered

surveillance to be expanded

(dql) Hong Kong plans to expand its surveillance

network to 60,000 AI-enabled CCTV cameras by 2028, a

move that aligns the city more closely with mainland

China’s high-tech public monitoring practices.

Currently, nearly 4,000 cameras operate. Authorities

intend to use AI for crowd monitoring, license plate

recognition, and tracking suspects, with real-time facial

recognition expected to begin by year-end.

The expansion has sparked concerns over privacy,

wrongful arrests, and the lack of independent

oversight. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Japan: Conservative veteran lawmaker

Takaichi wins ruling party leadership

election

(dql) Japan is poised to appoint its first female prime

minister following Sanae Takaichi’s victory in the

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) leadership election on

October 4. The 64-year-old conservative lawmaker

defeated Agriculture Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, 44, in a

runoff after none of the five candidates secured a

majority. Takaichi won 185 votes in the runoff to

Koizumi’s 156, after placing first in the initial round

with 183 votes.
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The election was held after Prime Minister Shigeru

Ishiba announced his resignation in September,

following two major electoral defeats for the LDP

under his leadership—the House of Representatives

election in October last year and the House of

Councillors election in July. An extraordinary Diet

session on October 15 is expected to formally elect

Takaichi as prime minister. Despite the ruling LDP-

Komeito coalition’s loss of majority in both chambers

of the Diet, fragmented opposition forces make her

appointment almost certain. [The Asahi Shimbun 1]

[Kyodo News 1]

A self-described admirer of Margaret Thatcher,

Takaichi built her political career without family

connections—an anomaly in Japan’s elite political

circles. Born in Nara Prefecture to working-class

parents, she entered the Diet in 1993 and has since

held several ministerial posts, including internal affairs

and economic security. Her political trajectory has

been shaped by conservative nationalism, economic

expansionism, and a commitment to strengthening

Japan’s defense posture.

During her campaign, Takaichi called for reviving

“Abenomics” through expansive fiscal spending and

low interest rates, while promising tax cuts and

subsidies to ease inflation pressures. She also pledged

to form a broader coalition government and appoint

more women to cabinet posts. Critics note her

ambivalence toward women’s rights—she supports

traditional family laws requiring married couples to

share surnames and has shown limited commitment

to advancing gender equality.

Takaichi’s rhetoric on immigration has echoed

nationalist currents within Japan. She has called for

tougher oversight of foreign residents and capitalized

on anti-immigrant sentiment, including claims of

misconduct by tourists in her home region of Nara. On

foreign policy, she has advocated constitutional reform

to expand Japan’s defense capabilities and maintained

a controversial stance toward wartime history,

regularly visiting the Yasukuni Shrine, which honors

war dead including convicted war criminals. [The New

York Times]

Takaichi’s leadership begins amid mounting domestic

and geopolitical challenges: a rapidly aging population,

economic stagnation, and growing tensions over

immigration. She adopted tougher rhetoric on

immigration during the campaign, reflecting the

influence of rising right-wing populism embodied by

the Sanseito party, which has capitalized on fears

about cultural change and foreign workers.
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Internationally, Takaichi will soon face a significant

diplomatic test—a potential summit with U.S.

President Donald Trump later this month. With

Washington expected to press Tokyo to increase

defense spending ahead of the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation summit in South Korea on October 31,

Japan’s new leadership will be under early pressure to

define its stance in an evolving regional security

landscape. [Al Jazeera] [Modern Diplomacy]

Potential coalition talks with Democratic Party for the

People

Takaichi’s election has opened the door for a potential

coalition partnership between LDP, Komeito and the

centrist to center-right opposition Democratic Party for

the People (DPP), shifting calculations within the

country’s fragmented parliamentary landscape.

A day after the LDP election, DPP leader Yuichiro

Tamaki signaled willingness to engage with the LDP-

Komeito coalition, emphasizing careful negotiation

over policy frameworks. Takaichi echoed this openness

at her inaugural press conference, highlighting areas

such as constitutional reform, diplomacy, security, and

fiscal policy as potential bases for discussion.

Preparations for cooperation are already underway.

Koichi Hagiuda, a senior LDP figure supporting

Takaichi, indicated he would lead talks with DPP

Secretary-General Kazuya Shinba, while former Prime

Minister Taro Aso, now LDP supreme adviser, met

Shinba privately in Tokyo to discuss coalition

expansion.

The DPP is approaching discussions cautiously, aware

that joining the LDP-led coalition could alienate

supporters who have backed the party for opposing

LDP policies on taxation and fuel levies. Union-backed

DPP lawmakers have already indicated they would

resist any coalition move, highlighting internal

constraints on party decisions. [The Asahi Shimbun 2]

Strong public expectations

A nationwide survey indicates strong public

expectations for Takaichi as the country’s next leader.

A Kyodo News survey released on October 6 showed

68.4 percent of respondents expressed “high hopes”

for Takaichi, while 25.5 percent were skeptical.

Similarly, a Japan News Network poll conducted over the

weekend found 66 percent overall support, rising to 75

percent among LDP backers. Public support for the

LDP also increased to 27.9 percent, up 4.6 percentage

points from the previous month. [The Japan Times]

[Kyodo News 2]
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Stock index boosted amid fiscal hopes

Meanwhile, Takaichi’s victory has also fueled optimism

in financial markets, driving the Nikkei stock index

toward record highs and weakening the yen. On

October 6, the Nikkei surged 4.75 percent to close at

47,944.76, while the yen fell about JPY 3 against the

U.S. dollar to reach the 150 level. Analysts say a weaker

yen could further boost corporate earnings and

potentially push the Nikkei toward the 50,000 mark.

Market gains have been supported by expectations of

expansionary fiscal policies under Takaichi, a

proponent of easy monetary policy, as well as solid

corporate earnings. The Bank of Japan’s latest Tankan

survey showed manufacturing confidence rising for the

second consecutive quarter, reinforcing investor

sentiment. Analysts also note that concerns about U.S.

tariffs and the Federal Reserve’s monetary stance may

further influence currency movements and market

momentum.

However, political uncertainty could limit the

sustainability of these gains. Takaichi’s LDP-Komeito

coalition lacks a parliamentary majority, complicating

efforts to implement economic measures. Analysts

caution that the pace and scale of fiscal initiatives will

depend on how effectively the ruling bloc can

cooperate with opposition parties. [Japan Today]

[Reuters]

LDP leadership assembled

In the latest development, Takaichi on October 7

unveiled her new party executive lineup. She

appointed former Finance Minister Shunichi Suzuki as

secretary general, the party’s No. 2 post, and former

Prime Minister Taro Aso as vice president.

Other key appointments include Takayuki Kobayashi, a

former economic security minister and recent LDP

presidential candidate, as policy council chief; Haruko

Arimura as head of the General Council; and Keiji

Furuya, ex-chair of the National Public Safety

Commission, as election strategy chief. In a potentially

controversial choice, former industry minister Koichi

Hagiuda, implicated in a high-profile party slush funds

scandal, was named executive acting secretary general

to support Suzuki. [Kyodo News 3]

Japan: Far-right opposition Sanseito Party

seeks global conservative backing to

challenge LDP dominance
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(dql) The far-right opposition Sanseito party is

expanding its reach internationally, seeking support

from Trump-aligned figures such as Steve Bannon and

European right-wing groups. The party, which made a

striking leap from a single seat to 15 in July’s upper

house election on a nationalist, anti-immigration

platform (see AiR No. 29, July/2025, 4), aims to

strengthen its domestic standing amid the Liberal

Democratic Party’s leadership transition (see article

above).

Party leader Sohei Kamiya framed the international

push as a way to bypass Japan’s mainstream media

and amplify Sanseito’s agenda abroad. The party’s

newly launched Tokyo-based international division is

coordinating contacts with prominent conservatives in

the U.S. and Europe—a bold move that signals a shift

from Japan’s traditionally inward-looking far-right

politics. Political analysts suggest this global

networking could enhance Sanseito’s credibility and

longevity.

Sanseito’s warnings of a “silent invasion” resonated

with voters concerned about rising living costs, despite

Japan’s foreign resident population remaining relatively

small. The party now leads opposition polls and aims

to capture 30–40 lower-house seats, potentially gaining

legislative influence and negotiating power-sharing

arrangements. [AP News]

In July, the party hosted late U.S. conservative

influencer Charlie Kirk in Tokyo. It plans to invite

European right-wing figures to Japan. Kamiya has also

pursued media appearances on platforms associated

with Bannon and Tucker Carlson, while expressing

openness to meeting former President Trump.

Nevertheless, he emphasized that Sanseito is not

imitating Trump’s style, advocating instead for a

consensus-driven, culturally attuned approach to

Japanese politics. [Reuters]

In a separate move, Sanseito has announced to

advocate for anti-espionage legislation and stricter

controls on foreign nationals. Under its “Japanese First

Project,” the party, buoyed by electoral gains in the July

House of Councillors election, plans to establish policy

teams and submit bills in the upcoming extraordinary

Diet session this autumn.

Similarly, the Japan Innovation Party—also an

opposition party considered center-right to right-wing

and the third largest party in the Diet, after the LDP

and the main opposition Constitutional Democratic

Party of Japan (CDP)—plans to submit an anti-

espionage bill, calling for the creation of a foreign

intelligence agency and the elevation of the Cabinet
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Intelligence and Research Office to a national

intelligence bureau. The bill would also require

lobbyists and individuals working on behalf of foreign

interests in Japan to register and disclose their

activities, with penalties for noncompliance.[The Japan

Times]

Japan: Long working hours expose

deepening teacher shortage

(dql) The chronic teacher shortage in Japan has come

into sharper focus as educators continue to record the

longest working hours among OECD members,

according to the 2024 Teaching and Learning

International Survey (TALIS) released on October 7.

[OECD]

The report found that elementary school teachers in

Japan work an average of 52.1 hours per week and

junior high teachers 55.1 hours—far exceeding

international averages of around 40 hours. Despite

modest reductions since 2018, the findings reveal that

Japan’s schools remain heavily dependent on

overworked staff to sustain daily operations.

The TALIS data suggest that excessive workloads are

both a symptom and a cause of the teacher shortage.

Nearly 41 percent of elementary and 36 percent of

junior high principals identified a lack of teaching staff

as the most serious obstacle to delivering quality

education—more than double the rates recorded in

2018 and well above OECD averages.

Government measures such as limiting overtime and

outsourcing extracurricular activities have yielded only

limited progress. Teachers still spend far more time on

non-instructional duties than their global peers—5.6

hours weekly on extracurricular activities at junior

highs compared with 1.7 hours internationally, and up

to 5.2 hours on administrative work versus 3.0 hours

abroad. [The Mainichi] [Education International]

Japan: Central government moves to

regulate mega solar farms amid

environmental concerns

(dql) The environment ministry has stated that the

central government plans to swiftly consider legislation

to regulate large-scale solar projects, responding to

growing concerns about their environmental impacts.
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Local governments are increasingly taking action, with

over 300 municipalities issuing ordinances requiring

permits for solar facilities, aiming to balance

renewable energy expansion with protection of

landscapes, wildlife, and landslide-prone areas.

The issue gained attention after a mega solar project

near Hokkaido’s Kushiro Wetlands drew public

backlash over potential threats to protected species

such as red-crowned cranes (see AiR No. 36,

September/2025, 2).

The government aims to raise renewable energy’s

share to 40–50 percent by 2040 from 23 percent in

2023. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Economic outlook remains

uncertain despite business confidence

rise after U.S. tariff deal

(dql) Business sentiment among major Japanese

manufacturers improved for the second straight

quarter following a U.S. decision to cut tariffs on

Japanese goods, according to the Bank of Japan’s (BOJ)

latest Tankan survey. [Bank of Japan]

The index for large manufacturers rose to 14 in

September from 13 in June, though it fell short of

market expectations. Gains were driven by sectors

such as autos, shipbuilding, and heavy machinery,

which benefited from reduced duties and their ability

to pass costs onto customers.

However, optimism was tempered by persistent

concerns over global trade frictions. The auto sector’s

confidence rose but is forecast to slip again, while iron

and steel makers reported worsening conditions due

to tariff pressures. On the services side, sentiment

among large nonmanufacturers held steady at 34, as

companies managed higher costs through price hikes,

though weaker consumer spending and a decline in

foreign visitors hit sectors like hotels and restaurants.

Looking ahead, sentiment among both manufacturers

and nonmanufacturers is expected to decline,

reflecting caution despite the tariff relief. Analysts

noted that the July trade deal with Washington—

reducing U.S. auto tariffs from 27.5 to 15 percent—has

yet to deliver broad confidence, highlighting ongoing

economic uncertainty.

The survey results, gathered from nearly 8,900 firms,

will feed into the BOJ’s policy discussions in late

October. While modest improvement could support
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future rate hikes, economists suggested the outcome

is likely neutral for near-term monetary policy. [Kyodo

News]

Japan: Consumer spending surges in

August

(dql) Household spending in Japan accelerated in

August, exceeding expectations and signaling stronger

consumer confidence. Year-on-year spending climbed

2.3 percent—its fourth straight monthly gain—well

above forecasts of 1.2 percent, while seasonally

adjusted monthly spending increased 0.6 percent,

surpassing the anticipated 0.1 percent. Growth was

driven in part by travel and transportation expenses,

reflecting lingering demand from last year.

The spending surge coincides with the Liberal

Democratic Party’s selection of Sanae Takaichi as party

leader and likely next prime minister. Markets have

interpreted her rise as a potential driver of higher

consumption, with stock gains potentially reinforcing

household spending through wealth effects.

The data also provide context for the Bank of Japan’s

policy stance. While Takaichi is seen as favoring fiscal

moderation, the central bank may still proceed with

interest rate hikes to counter import-driven inflation

and stabilize the yen. The government, meanwhile,

upgraded its assessment of consumer spending for the

first time since August 2024, reflecting improved

sentiment following a recent tariff agreement with the

United States. [The Mainichi] [Reuters]

Japan: Unemployment rises to new 13-

months high

(dql) The unemployment rate in Japan rose to 2.6

percent in August, the highest in over a year, signaling

a modest easing of the labor market amid speculation

of an imminent Bank of Japan (BOJ) rate hike.

The job-to-applicant ratio fell slightly to 1.20, the

lowest since 2022, though 120 job openings still

existed per 100 job seekers. While the data indicates a

slight cooling, chronic labor shortages continue to

pressure companies to raise wages, supporting

ongoing wage growth. Full-time female employment hit

a record 13.6 million in August, reflecting constraints

on expanding the domestic labor supply.
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The BOJ’s next policy decision on October 30 is closely

watched, with market expectations for a rate increase

rising after prior board dissent and hawkish signals.

Stable wage gains and inflation remain key to the

central bank’s gradual tightening path.

Rising minimum wages and high labor costs have

contributed to business pressures, with 237 companies

filing for bankruptcy from January to August due to

workforce shortages—up 22 percent from last year.

Firms are increasingly turning to foreign workers, with

a record 2.3 million employed as of October last year,

though the political debate over immigration is

intensifying. [Japan Today] [The Japan Times]

Japan: Kyoto to levy country’s highest

hotel tax to manage overtourism

(dql) Kyoto has received final government approval to

levy Japan’s highest-ever hotel tax, charging up to

10,000 yen (USD 68) per night at luxury hotels starting

next March. The graduated system ranges from 200

yen for budget accommodations to the maximum for

rooms over 100,000 yen, significantly exceeding the

previous 1,000-yen limit.

City authorities say the tax will help tourists share the

burden of managing overcrowding, which has affected

schools, local residents, and cultural districts such as

Gion, where geisha have been repeatedly harassed.

Mayor Koji Matsui highlighted that the additional

revenue will support sustainable tourism projects,

including expanded multilingual guidance, visitor

etiquette initiatives, and a new express bus linking

Kyoto Station with the temple-rich Higashiyama area.

While some critics fear that high charges could divert

wealthy visitors to nearby Osaka, tour operators argue

that the top rate will only apply to the most expensive

stays, with minimal effect on luxury travelers. Officials

expect the tax to nearly double annual income from

accommodation fees, rising from 5.91 billion yen

(US$40 million) to around 12.6 billion yen.

The measure is part of broader steps to manage

Kyoto’s heavy tourist traffic. Other actions include

limiting access to private streets in Gion, enforcing

fines for disruptive behavior, and placing multilingual

reminders that the city is “not a theme park.” Tourism

in Japan continues to surge, with 21.5 million

international visitors in the first half of 2025 and Kyoto

attracting over 56 million travelers in 2024. [SCMP]
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Japan: Police form special units to counter

rising “tokuryu” crime networks

(dql) Security authorities have established special

investigative teams to curb the growing threat of

“tokuryu” crime groups—loosely organized networks of

anonymous members who coordinate fraud, robbery,

and other offenses via social media.

The National Police Agency (NPA) and Tokyo

Metropolitan Police launched the initiative after finding

no decline in such crimes. The new units will integrate

intelligence across agencies to identify core members

and dismantle the groups’ operations.

At the inauguration of the NPA’s information analysis

office, Commissioner-General Yoshinobu Kusunoki

underscored the political and security stakes, warning

that the success of these measures will shape Japan’s

public safety environment. He emphasized the need

for targeted arrests of ringleaders to break the

business models sustaining these criminal networks.

[Nippon.com]

The NPA reported that in the past year, authorities

linked nearly 9,400 individuals to tokuryu-related fraud

and other crimes, yet only a small fraction—about 9

percent—were identified as leaders issuing directions.

Tracking down these figures is particularly challenging

because the groups operate with a high degree of

anonymity. Even those carrying out the schemes often

have no knowledge of who is giving the commands.

Complicating matters further, the composition of these

groups frequently changes from one crime to the next,

making their structures difficult to pin down. [The

Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: European unmanned ground

vehicles tested

(dql) The Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) has

launched trials of two European-made unmanned

ground vehicles— Germany’s Rheinmetall Mission

Master SP and Estonia’s Milrem THeMIS—as part of a

broader effort to strengthen its unmanned warfare

capabilities. The evaluation reflects Japan’s strategic

response to both regional security challenges and

domestic demographic pressures that are shrinking

the pool of military recruits.

Tokyo’s arms procurement agency emphasized in 2024

the importance of promoting automation and labor-

saving measures to sustain defense readiness while
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reducing risks to personnel. Japan acquired three units

of each platform to test their performance across

cargo transport, surveillance, and combat support

roles.

The Mission Master SP, an electric, amphibious vehicle,

can carry up to 1,000 kilograms and operate at speeds

of up to 40 km/h on land and 6 km/h in water. Its

modular design enables rapid reconfiguration for

different missions, including armed operations. The

tracked THeMIS, capable of carrying 750 to 1,200

kilograms, can operate for eight hours and be

equipped with machine guns or anti-tank missiles,

making it suitable for sustained and high-payload

missions. [The Defense Post]

Mongolia: Ruling party elects new party

chairman amid internal disputes,

escalating political turmoil

(fs) The centre-left ruling Mongolian People’s Party

(MPP) elected its new party chairman during the Party

Conference on September 28. The two candidates

were the current Mongolian Prime Minister

Gombojavyn Zandanshatar and Chairman of the State

Great Khural (Mongolian parliament) Dashzegviin

Amarbayasgalan.

During the first round, no candidate achieved the

required two-thirds majority, with Amarbayasgalan

receiving 58 percent of the votes and Zandanshatar

14.3 percent. Zandanshatar tried to boycott the second

round, instructing supporters not to participate. In the

final voting, 321 members participated, and

Amarbayasgalan was elected chairman with 85.67

percent support. [GoGo]

The MPP has since then become embroiled in internal

conflict between the two factions, which follows former

Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai’s

resignation over a corruption scandal in June this year

(see AiR No. 22, June/2025, 1) and the subsequent rise

to power of Zandanshatar (see AiR No. 24, June/2025,

3).

The party is split between Amarbayasgalan, leader of

the “Youth Reformists” faction, and Zandanshatar,

representing the conservative establishment.

Amarbayasgalan emphasizes focusing on fixing the

rising issue of youth unemployment (currently around

15 percent), small-business support, and reforming the

mining sector, while Zandanshatar defends the status

quo and rejects big reforms, warning they would just
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destabilize the economy, which has already

underperformed in 2025.

This leadership dispute carries significant geopolitical

implications. Amarbayasgalan is expected to deepen

ties with China, particularly on energy and transport

projects, while maintaining cooperation with Russia.

He has always shown a bigger interest in finalizing the

Power of Siberia 2 project (a natural gas pipeline to

export natural gas from Russia to China via Mongolia)

than Zandanshatar, who has been delaying the signing

of the agreement and demanding better terms for

Mongolia in the past months. Amarbayasgalan’s

approach, however, may cool relations with the United

States, which had favored Zandanshatar’s more pro-

Western stance. [The Diplomat]

Further adding to the tensions, Amarbayasgalan has

faced several corruption accusations in the last years,

some of them connected to the so-called “coal theft”

scandal centered on the Tavan Tolgoi deposit, a

massive, largely undeveloped, high-quality coking coal

and thermal coal resource in southern Mongolia.

According to reports, significant quantities of coal are

alleged to have been illegally transported or mis-

recorded, such as trucks being registered as empty.

One specific accusation points to the diversion of

approximately 47,000 tons of coal through Admineral

LLC, a company said to have financial ties to associates

of Amarbayasgalan. [Financial Content]

Critics further allege that Amarbayasgalan relied on

proxies, including relatives and business contacts, to

benefit from companies holding state contracts in the

coal sector. His wife has reportedly been linked to

firms such as Jabco LLC and Topmedia LLC, which have

been implicated in coal transport activities. In addition,

he is accused of using political influence to obstruct or

delay investigations into the scandal, particularly those

that could affect his associates.

Amarbayasgalan has rejected all the allegations,

delivering a public statement in which he accused

Zandanshatar’s supporters of orchestrating a

campaign to discredit him. He denied accusations

linking him to coal theft and other criminal matters,

emphasizing that law enforcement has neither

summoned him nor initiated investigations. [UB Post]

[iToim]

At the same time, the centre-right Democratic Party

(DP) elected 48-year-old Tsogtgerel Odon as its new

chairman after weeks of internal uncertainty. Former

leader Luvsannyamyn Gantömör had resigned in

August, as the DP had left the coalition government in
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June following Oyun-Erdene's oust (see AiR No. 22,

June/2025, 1).

Representing a younger generation of politicians,

Tsogtgerel focuses on anti-corruption reforms, digital

governance, and sustainable mining policy. He and his

party have repeatedly expressed deep concerns

regarding alleged criminal and corrupt activities

involving senior MPP leaders, urging legal investigation

and accountability.

The DP warned that unresolved internal conflicts

within the ruling party could undermine parliamentary

processes, including deliberations on the 2026 state

budget and medium-term development plans.

Tsogtgerel instructed members to withhold

participation in legislative activities until the dispute is

resolved, emphasizing the need to protect governance

stability and restore public trust in state institutions.

[Sonin]

On October 6, Member of Parliament P. Sainzorig,

from the MPP, announced that he had initiated a

motion to dismiss Zandanshatar. Over 40 lawmakers

are said to have signed the motion, surpassing the

constitutional threshold required for Parliament to

begin deliberations, which is one quarter of the total

MPs (126). [Eagle.mn]

Furthermore, Zandanshatar announced the

reappointment of B. Enkhbayar as Minister of Justice

and Internal Affairs to address the ongoing coal theft

investigations. However, before his nomination

reached parliament, the MPP’s Central Control

Committee expelled Enkhbayar from the party without

officially explaining the reasons, prompting seven

lawmakers to threaten defection unless the decision

was reversed. [Inside Mongolia]

Mongolia: Central bank submits 2026

monetary policy framework, focuses on

inflation and banking reforms

(fs) The Bank of Mongolia has submitted the 2026 draft

monetary policy framework to the State Great Khural,

the country’s parliament.

The framework aims to maintain inflation at an

average of 5 percent within a ±2 percentage point

band in the medium term and gradually reduce it to 5

percent from 2027. The central bank underlined the

importance of fiscal stability in achieving these goals.
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The framework also highlights ongoing banking

reforms, noting that the deadline for the top five

commercial banks to offer up to 20 percent of shares

to the public expires in 2026. To address limited

domestic market liquidity, the bank plans to propose

legal amendments enabling international listings and

foreign investment.

Additionally, the draft includes exploring the feasibility

of adopting stablecoins as a means of payment to

strengthen financial market infrastructure. Stablecoins

are a type of cryptocurrency designed to minimize

price volatility by being pegged to a stable asset, such

as a fiat currency like the U.S. dollar, a commodity like

gold, or another financial instrument. [Bloomberg TV 1]

Gold purchases increased in September, overall volumes

remain below last year

Meanwhile, the central bank reported purchasing

2,094.7 kilograms of precious metals in September

2025, bringing the total for the year to 9.8 tons.

Although September saw higher inflows compared to

previous months, overall volumes fell 19.5 percent

year-on-year, marking the lowest level in five years.

The average purchase price reached MNT 421,177

(USD 117) per gram, an 8.7 percent rise from August.

Of the September total, 573 kilograms came from

individuals, while 78 companies supplied around 1.5

tons. A significant contribution came from the

Bayankhundii project, a gold mining development in

Bayankhongor Province, central Mongolia, which

began production last month with an annual capacity

of 85,000 ounces (2.4 tons) and pledged to sell all

output to the central bank at spot rates, boosting

foreign exchange reserves.

Despite initial projections of 18 tons for 2025, only

about half has been achieved so far. Looking ahead,

authorities expect gold purchases to reach 20 tons in

2026 under the Gold-3 program, a government

initiative launched in 2025 to increase national gold

production. [Bloomberg TV 2]

Mongolia: Chinggis Khaan sovereign

wealth fund to be managed with

transparent investment strategy and

independent oversight

(fs) Mongolia’s Chinggis Khaan Sovereign Wealth Fund,

established in April 2024 with USD 1.4 billion in assets,

is moving to appoint independent board members,
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hire external advisers, and adopt a transparent

investment strategy as part of the country’s broader

development ambitions.

The fund, named after the founder of the Mongol

Empire, aims to build trust between mining investors

and the Mongolian public following years of

corruption-related unrest.

CEO Temuulen Bayaraa stated the fund will introduce

an app allowing citizens to track asset allocation,

revenue sources, and benefits, aiming to ensure

transparency. Structured similarly to Singapore’s

sovereign wealth model, the fund will operate three

segments: a heritage fund reinvesting mineral royalties

abroad, a savings fund financed by dividends from

state-owned mining companies, and a development

fund using windfall taxes to anchor infrastructure

projects and attract foreign investment.

Fully owned by Erdenes Mongol—a Mongolian state-

owned enterprise that manages the country's strategic

mineral assets, such as coal, gold, copper, and

uranium deposits—the fund is under the financial

oversight of the Ministry of Finance. Bayaraa

emphasized the current portfolio is conservatively

managed with a lockup until 2030, while preparations

continue for an independent board and

comprehensive investment policy, aiming for

finalization in the first half of 2026. [Reuters]

North Korea: Kim Jong Un calls for

creation of integrated satellite

intelligence system

(sm) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has reportedly

ordered the creation of a unified satellite intelligence

command system to integrate real-time

reconnaissance data across military and intelligence

agencies.

Reflecting Pyongyang’s effort to modernize its

surveillance and command infrastructure, the new

system will link satellite imagery, signals intelligence,

and operational command functions under the

Reconnaissance General Bureau—North Korea’s main

intelligence and special operations agency responsible

for overseas espionage, covert operations, and

cyberwarfare. [Daily NK]

In addition, Kim has vowed that Pyongyang will

develop additional military measures in response to

the growing U.S. military presence on the Korean

peninsula, stating that strategic assets have been
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already allocated to key targets. He made the remarks

at a military exhibition on October 5 ahead of the

October 10 80th anniversary of the Workers’ Party,

warning that South Korea could become a military

target if provocations persist. [Al Jazeera]

The timing of the announcement, closely aligned with

the October 10 anniversary observances and

additional speculated military parade, suggests a

deliberate effort to tie Pyongyang’s public military

posture to its ceremonial agenda. By combining threat

rhetoric with a visible commitment to defense

enhancement, North Korea appears intent on

reinforcing deterrence and asserting its strategic

position amid broader regional tensions. [NK News]

North Korea: Satellite data suggest likely

North Korean flight test preparations

(sm) Satellite imagery indicates that North Korea may

be preparing engine tests at its Tongchang-ri launch

site in North Pyongan Province, according to analysis

by the Center for Strategic and International Studies’

“Beyond Parallel” project.

Images captured on September 27 show increased

vehicle and logistical activity consistent with test

preparations, following recent updates to the facility.

[Beyond Parallel] [The Dong-a Ilbo]

North Korea: Government unveils new

Hwasong-11Ma hypersonic missile

(mo) North Korea has revealed a new hypersonic

missile, the Hwasong-11Ma (or Hwasong-11E), at its

latest annual military exhibition in Pyongyang. The

system, derived from the Hwasong-11 short-range

ballistic missile (KN-23), is designed to carry an

unpowered boost-glide vehicle rather than a

conventional warhead, marking a significant shift

toward more maneuverable, hard-to-intercept

hypersonic technology.

Its design appears closely related to the Hwasong-

11Da/Hwasong-11C variant, an enlarged version of the

KN-23 capable of carrying heavier or even nuclear

warheads. The boost-glide vehicle features a wedge-

shaped body with distinctive tail fins and side strakes,

differing from North Korea’s previous hypersonic

designs such as the Hwasong-8 and Hwasongpho-16.

Reports suggest Pyongyang could be receiving
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technical assistance from Russia or China, both of

which have deployed similar systems.

The unveiling comes as North Korea expands its

missile arsenal and adapts lessons from Russia’s use of

KN-23 missiles in Ukraine, which have proven

increasingly effective against air defenses. The new

system is viewed as part of Pyongyang’s effort to

counter U.S. and South Korean missile defense

networks and to increase the survivability and

unpredictability of its strike options.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un framed the

development as a response to growing U.S. military

presence in the region, warning that “whether South

Korean territory can ever be considered a safe place”

now depends on Seoul’s own judgment.

Analysts expect test launches to follow soon, revealing

more about the Hwasong-11Ma’s true performance

and role within North Korea’s expanding hypersonic

arsenal. [TWZ]

North Korea: Government preparing

massive parade with new

(mo) North Korea is gearing up for a large-scale

military parade this week to mark the 80th anniversary

of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea, with intelligence

indicating extensive rehearsals in Pyongyang and

preparations involving tens of thousands of

participants. The event is expected to feature a new

generation of strategic missiles, drone systems and

advanced weapons, including a solid-fuel

intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) and hypersonic

systems capable of threatening U.S. and South Korean

targets.

At a defense exhibition held ahead of the October 10

parade, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un unveiled

North Korea’s first unmanned surface vehicle and

issued a stern warning that South Korea has become a

potential target due to the rapid evolution of the U.S.–

ROK nuclear alliance. On October 4, Kim declared that

he had “assigned special assets” to American and

South Korean military targets, accusing both nations of

preparing for a nuclear attack.

According to South Korea’s military, increased

movement of vehicles and military equipment has

been detected around Pyongyang, signaling final

preparations for the parade. Analysts believe the

display of new hypersonic and solid-fuel missile

systems will be aimed at demonstrating North Korea’s
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expanding ability to strike the U.S. mainland and

regional forces, underscoring Kim’s ongoing hardline

posture despite Seoul’s new president, Lee Jae-myung,

advocating a more dovish approach.

Meanwhile, Pyongyang continues to strengthen ties

with Russia and China, reportedly supplying artillery

and troops to support Moscow’s war in Ukraine. Kim

also attended a Beijing parade alongside Xi Jinping and

Vladimir Putin, highlighting a deepening trilateral

alignment as North Korea seeks to bolster its strategic

leverage amid mounting tensions with the U.S. and

South Korea. [AlJazeera][NK News] [South China

Morning Post]

South Korea: President orders crackdown

on anti-Chinese rallies

(mo) South Korean President Lee Jae Myung has

ordered authorities to crack down on anti-Chinese and

anti-foreigner rallies, arguing that they damage the

country’s international image and jeopardize its

economic recovery. The decision comes amid far-right

protests against Chinese tourists and the Chinese

Communist Party, coinciding with Seoul’s launch of a

visa-free entry program for Chinese visitors aimed at

boosting tourism and consumption. [The Korea Herald]

[The Korea Times]

The government has framed the rallies as self-

destructive and instructed security forces to ban racial

hatred and protect foreign visitors, while businesses

and retailers strongly support the move in anticipation

of higher revenues. Although Beijing has not yet

officially responded, it is expected to view the measure

positively ahead of the APEC summit, where President

Xi Jinping may attend. [TheKoreaTimes]

Still, South Korean society remains divided: while many

welcome the economic benefits of increased tourism,

nationalist groups could intensify opposition, testing

the government’s ability to maintain domestic

cohesion without undermining ties with its largest

trading partner. [Modern Diplomacy]

South Korea: Opposition party lawmaker,

officials indicted over political and

corruption allegations

(dql) Lawmaker Kweon Seong-dong of the opposition

People Power Party (PPP) has been formally charged
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with violating the political fund law. Kweon, arrested

on September 16, is accused of receiving KRW 100

million (USD 71,360) from a former Unification Church

official in January 2022, allegedly in exchange for

assisting the organization in securing government

favors following the presidential election of former PPP

candidate Yoon Suk Yeol.

The Seoul Central District Court approved a request to

freeze Kweon’s assets to prevent their disposal before

potential seizure in the event of a conviction.

Investigators are also probing allegations that Kweon

relayed information about a police investigation into

Unification Church leader Han Hak-ja’s alleged

overseas gambling and received cash from her in early

2022.

In separate cases, former prosecutor Kim Sang-min

has been indicted for gifting a KRW 140 million (USD

100.000) painting by Lee Ufan to former first lady Kim

Keon Hee in return for her support of his

parliamentary nomination in Changwon’s Uichang

district during the April 2024 elections. A land ministry

official also faces charges for allegedly accepting KRW

35 million (USD 25.000) and other gifts from a

contractor linked to a controversial expressway project

that reportedly benefited the former first lady’s family.

[Yonhap] [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Court frees former Korean

Communications Commission Chief 

(dql) A Seoul court on October 4 approved the release

of Lee Jin-sook, the former head of the now-defunct

Korean Communications Commission (KCC), who had

been detained on election law and public neutrality

violation charges.

Lee was arrested on October 2 for allegedly making

partisan remarks on conservative YouTube channels

and social media, which prosecutors argued aimed to

obstruct President Lee Jae Myung’s election in July.

Police executed the arrest after Lee reportedly failed to

respond to six summonses, though she contended

that a prior appearance schedule had been agreed

upon. Her detention came a day after the KCC was

abolished amid a controversial government

reorganization, automatically ending her term, which

had begun in July 2024 under former President Yoon

Suk Yeol.

Lee’s lawyers requested a judicial review of the arrest’s

legality, and the Seoul Southern District Court granted

her release, with Chief Judge Kim Dong-hyun stating

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-kj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-kt/


the arrest was “not justified at this stage” and noting

that the investigation was already largely completed.

Following her release from Yeongdeungpo Police

Station, Lee criticized the arrest as politically

motivated, accusing President Lee Jae Myung of

sending a warning to dissenters. She praised the

judiciary for upholding democratic principles, while

opposition lawmakers and conservative supporters

rallied outside the station. [Yonhap] [UPI]

South Korea: President Lee apologizes for

post-war foreign adoption program

(dql) President Lee Jae-myung issued a formal apology

for a post-Korean War foreign adoption program that

affected over 14,000 children. In a Facebook post, Lee

expressed regret over the human rights violations

uncovered by the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission, which found that the government had

facilitated adoptions through fraudulent practices,

including falsifying records and switching identities.

Lee called for measures to protect adoptees’ rights and

support their efforts to reconnect with birth families.

The mass international adoption program, initiated

after the 1950–53 Korean War to remove mixed-race

children from a society emphasizing ethnic

homogeneity, saw more than 140,000 children sent

abroad between 1955 and 1999. Even in the 2020s,

more than 100 children per year, often born to

unmarried mothers facing social stigma, continue to be

adopted internationally.

South Korea recently ratified the Hague Adoption

Convention in July, which took effect this week,

formalizing international safeguards for adoption

practices. While former President Kim Dae-jung offered

an apology to overseas adoptees in 1998, he did not

acknowledge the state’s role in decades of malpractice.

[Al Jazeera] [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Government launches

climate, energy and environment ministry

(mo) On October 2, South Korea officially launched the

Ministry of Climate, Energy and Environment,

restructuring the former environment ministry to take

over energy responsibilities previously managed by the

industry ministry. The reorganization, part of President

Lee Jae Myung’s pledge to strengthen climate action,
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consolidates oversight of renewable energy, hydrogen,

power, and nuclear operations under one body.

While the government says this “control tower”

approach will streamline decarbonization policy,

businesses and experts warn it could weaken the

country’s export competitiveness, raise electricity

costs, and create policy inconsistency by splitting

industrial and energy responsibilities across ministries.

he nuclear sector is particularly concerned about

potential bias against atomic power under new

minister Kim Sung-hwan, a long-time critic of nuclear

energy.

Despite backlash, the ministry pledged stronger

coordination and a clear roadmap to drive the green

transition in South Korea. [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Major technology firms

partner OpenAI to forge major AI

infrastructure partnership

(mo) Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix— two of South

Korea’s largest and most prominent technology

companies, primarily known for their semiconductor

businesses—and US American AI company OpenAI

have announced a series of strategic partnerships

under OpenAI’s Stargate initiative, aimed at expanding

AI infrastructure globally and within South Korea. The

agreements were unveiled following a meeting

between President Lee Jae-myung, Samsung Executive

Chairman Jay Y. Lee, SK Hynix Chairman Chey Tae-won,

and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman at the Presidential Office

in Seoul.

The partnership centers on boosting production of

advanced memory chips and expanding data center

capacity in Korea. Samsung and SK Hynix plan to ramp

up to 900,000 DRAM wafer starts per month,

accelerating the supply of high-performance memory

vital for powering OpenAI’s next-generation AI models.

OpenAI also signed several memoranda of

understanding (MoUs) with the Korean Ministry of

Science and ICT (MSIT) to explore new AI data center

projects outside the Seoul Metropolitan Area—an

effort expected to promote regional economic growth

and job creation. Additional agreements were inked

with SK Telecom to develop AI data centers, and with

Samsung C&T, Samsung Heavy Industries, and

Samsung SDS to assess expanded data center capacity

across Korea.
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Both Samsung and SK also intend to integrate ChatGPT

Enterprise and API capabilities into their operations to

enhance productivity and foster innovation across

their business units. [OpenAI] [Reuters]

Following news about the partnership, Asian markets

advanced on October 3, led by strong gains in

technology and healthcare shares. South Korea’s KOSPI

soared 3 percent to a record 3,565.71, driven by a

major rally in chipmakers. SK Hynix jumped 11 percent

to an all-time high, while Samsung rose 4.5 percent to

its highest level in nearly six years.

The bullish momentum spread across Asia’s

semiconductor sector—Taiwan’s TSMC rose over 3

percent, Tokyo Electron gained 7 percent, and China’s

SMIC surged 9.3 percent in Hong Kong, with Hua Hong

Semiconductor up 5.4 percent. [Bloomberg] [Investing]

South Korea: President pledges transfer of

wartime operational control, “self-reliant”

military modernization

(dql) President Lee Jae Myung reaffirmed South Korea’s

commitment to regaining wartime operational control

(OPCON) from the United States, a longstanding goal

that would allow Seoul to lead combined forces with

Washington and strengthen the country’s joint defense

posture. Speaking at last week’s Armed Forces Day

ceremony at Gyeryongdae headquarters, Lee said such

a move would enhance peace and stability on the

Korean Peninsula while contributing to regional

security.

Lee pledged to build a “strong, self-reliant” military

capable of meeting evolving security challenges,

emphasizing South Korea’s position as a global military

power with defense spending 1.4 times North Korea’s

GDP. He highlighted the nation’s advanced capabilities,

strong alliances, and integrated national strength as

foundations for a credible defense posture.

Looking ahead, Lee outlined plans to modernize the

armed forces into “professional, smart, elite” units and

to invest in cutting-edge technologies, including AI,

drones, and robotics. The government will allocate

KRW 66.3 trillion (USD 47.6 billion) for defense in 2026,

an 8.2 percent increase over this year, while also

supporting the domestic defense industry as both a

strategic asset and driver of economic growth.

He highlighted that the budget increase will prioritize

advanced technologies, including drones and robots,

reflecting a focus on modernizing military capabilities.
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While pursuing engagement with North Korea, Lee

underscored that sustainable peace depends on a

robust, trustworthy military.

Addressing past challenges, Lee called for restoring

public trust in the military after some commanders

were involved in former President Yoon Suk Yeol’s

aborted martial law attempt last December. [Yonhap]

[Reuters]

South Korea: Annual Hoguk military

exercise postponed

(mo) The military has announced that it will postpone

the annual Hoguk field training exercise originally

scheduled for October 20-24 to November 17–21,

citing the need to maintain readiness and support the

smooth hosting of the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) summit later this month.

According to the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), the decision

aims to ensure a “thorough military readiness posture”

during the high-profile diplomatic event, which will

take place in Gyeongju on October 31 and November

1.

The JCS also noted that the original exercise dates

overlapped with key national events, including the

parliamentary audit of government agencies October

13 to 30 and the Seoul International Aerospace &

Defense Exhibition (ADEX), set for October 17 to 24.

Launched in 1996, the Hoguk exercise is one of the

country’s major annual military drills, designed to

enhance joint operational capabilities and strengthen

interoperability across the armed forces. [The Korea

Times]

South Korea: U.S. military aircraft

selected to bolster air defense capabilities

(mo) South Korea has awarded a 2.21 billion USD

contract to a team led by U.S. defense firm L3Harris for

four new Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C)

aircraft. L3Harris’s Phoenix, based on the Bombardier

Global 6500 business jet and equipped with Israel’s

Elta EL/W-2085 radar, was chosen over Saab’s

competing Globaleye system. 

The South Korean Air Force already operates Boeing E-

7A “Peace Eye” AEW&C aircraft, and the U.S. has

previously approved a potential sale of additional
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units. The new program reflects Seoul’s efforts to

strengthen air defense and intelligence capabilities

against North Korea and to prepare for eventual

transfer of wartime operational control from the U.S.-

ROK Joint Forces Command to South Korea. [Breaking

Defense]

South Korea: Hyundai faces setback in

destroyer program bid after extended

penalty

(mo) HD Hyundai Heavy Industries’ prospects in South

Korea’s next-generation KDDX destroyer program have

been weakened after the Defense Acquisition Program

Administration (DAPA)—the government agency

responsible for defense procurement and weapons

development in South Korea—extended its penalty

period over a 2020 defense data leak. The new

sanction now lasts until December 2026—a year longer

than originally planned—following a final court ruling

in December 2023 that convicted eight Hyundai Heavy

employees for leaking military secrets. [Chosun Biz]

[The Korea Herald]

The extension means Hyundai can still participate in

defense bids but will receive lower evaluation scores,

reducing its chances of winning key contracts. The

company is reportedly considering legal action to

challenge the decision.

The KDDX program, valued at around USD 5.5 billion,

seeks to develop six advanced destroyers equipped

with cutting-edge radar, missile defense, and

integrated electric propulsion systems. Hyundai Heavy

Industries and Hanwha Ocean remain the primary

contenders, with Hyundai citing its prior design work

as justification for leading the effort, while Hanwha

calls for a fully competitive selection process. [The

Defence Post]

South Korea: Hanwha Ocean and POSCO

partner to develop steel for future naval

and uncrewed vessels

(mo) Hanwha Ocean, a major builder of submarines

and destroyers in South Korea, and steel giant POSCO

have signed an agreement to co-develop giga-class

steel—an advanced material designed for next-

generation warships and uncrewed surface vessels.

The steel, reportedly four times stronger than

conventional ship steel, aims to reduce vessel weight
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while enhancing durability, survivability, and overall

performance. [Yonhap] [Business Korea]

The collaboration, announced on October 6, covers six

areas of joint research, including steel production,

welding techniques, and ship hull applications.

Research and development are expected to conclude

within two to three years. [Chosun Biz]

The initiative aligns with broader trends in naval

innovation worldwide. The U.S. is expanding

submarine production infrastructure, Japan is

pioneering hydrogen dual-fuel vessels using green

steel, and South Korea continues to scale up major

naval projects—including HD Hyundai Heavy

Industries’ plans to build Aegis destroyers for the U.S.

Navy and the domestic KDDX program, which aims to

deliver six new destroyers by 2030 (see article above).

[The Defense Post]

South Korea: Government restores 157

online services after data center fire

(dql) Following a fire at the National Information

Resources Service (NIRS) in Daejeon last month, the

government has restored 157 of the 647 affected

online services. The nationwide intranet for

government operations, the Onnara System, is now

fully operational.

The fire, sparked by a lithium-ion battery explosion in a

server room on September 26, directly damaged 96

systems and prompted a precautionary shutdown of

647 services, including 436 public-facing programs and

211 intranet systems for officials, due to risks from

disrupted temperature and humidity controls.

Authorities plan to accelerate recovery by relocating

the 96 damaged systems to a secure national data

center in Daegu, about 235 kilometers southeast of

Seoul. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Ruling, opposition parties split

control of legislative committees

(acl) Taiwan’s ruling and opposition parties have

divided control of the Legislature’s eight standing

committees, with each side securing an equal number

of convenor positions.

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) took

eight convenor posts, while the main opposition
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Kuomintang (KMT) won seven, and the second largest

opposition group, the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP),

claimed one.

Each committee is jointly led by two convenors, who

set the agenda. For the 11th Legislative Yuan’s,

Taiwan’s parliament’s) fourth session, which opened on

September 19, key agenda items include reviewing

next year’s central government budget and

deliberating amendments to strengthen protection of

undersea cables to bolster national security. [Focus

Taiwan]

KMT Legislator Weng Hsiao-ling, known for her

controversial proposals, has been elected co-convener

of the the Judiciary and Organic Laws and Statutes

Committee—a key standing committees responsible

for handling legal, judicial, and constitutional matters

—, alongside DPP Legislator Chuang Jui-hsiung. Weng

announced that the KMT caucus would prioritize

revising the pension system for public servants and

teachers this term, a politically sensitive issue that

could affect public sector morale and cross-party

dynamics. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Opposition party to challenge

Cabinet over budget allocation 

(dql) The opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP)

legislative caucus announced on October 5 that it will

seek reconsideration of the central government’s

general budget and report Premier Cho Jung-tai to the

Ministry of Justice for alleged malfeasance.

TPP Deputy Caucus Whip Chang Chi-kai accused Cho of

refusing to allocate funds for military pay raises and

police and firefighter pensions, measures already

approved by the Legislative Yuan and promulgated by

the president. Chang argued that delaying

implementation pending a Constitutional Court ruling

constitutes deliberate legal violations and undermines

democracy and the rule of law.

The caucus warned it would submit a motion to return

the “unlawful budget proposal” if the Executive Yuan

fails to make the necessary adjustments and pledged

to assist affected personnel in seeking state

compensation.

The Kuomintang (KMT) legislative caucus has similarly

criticized the Cabinet for omitting funds for pay raises,

pensions, and local subsidies, planning its own motion

for reconsideration. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: KMT chairmanship debate

exposes rift over cross-strait policy

direction

(yl) All six candidates for the chairmanship of the main

opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), presented

sharply differing China policies in their first joint

debate on October 3.

Former Taipei Mayor Hau Lung-bin, Legislator Lo Chih-

chiang, and former lawmaker Cheng Li-wun defended

dialogue under the “1992 consensus,” warning that

rejecting it risks conflict with China.

The “1992 consensus” refers to a tacit understanding

reached between Taiwan’s then-Kuomintang

government and Beijing in 1992, under which both

sides acknowledge there is “one China,” but agree to

differ on its definition. The term itself was later coined

by former Mainland Affairs Council chairman Su Chi,

who said in 2006 that he had introduced it in 2000 to

describe that understanding. [Taipei Times]

By contrast, former National Taiwan University (NTU)

professor Chang Ya-chung dismissed the consensus as

an “empty slogan,” urging the party to openly pursue

unification as its core principle. Two fringe candidates,

Cho Po-yuan and Tsai Chih-hung, proposed separate

“one China” frameworks.

The debate underscored deep internal divisions over

whether the KMT should maintain the status quo or

redefine its stance toward Beijing ahead of the Oct. 18

leadership vote. [Focus Taiwan] [ICRT]

The election of the new KMT leader is scheduled for

October 18. The winner will assume office on

November 1 for a four-year term, succeeding outgoing

Chairman Eric Chu.

Taiwan: Government moves to ban China

Unification Promotion Party

(acl) On September 30, Taiwan’s Ministry of the Interior

announced it will seek to declare the China Unification

Promotion Party (CUPP) unconstitutional and dissolve

it once the Constitutional Court is fully staffed. [Taiwan

News]

The announcement follows a Washington Post

investigation that found that a CUPP member received
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millions of dollars from the Chinese Communist Party

to spread pro-Beijing propaganda, while others were

convicted of recruiting Taiwanese military officials to

spy for Beijing or buying election signatures to support

a pro-China candidate in Taiwan’s 2024 presidential

race. [The Washington Post]

The ministry accuses the CUPP of systemic efforts to

expand Chinese influence in Taiwan, saying its

members repeatedly violated the National Security Act,

the Anti-Infiltration Act, and the Organized Crime

Prevention Act, thus endangering national security and

Taiwan’s democratic constitutional order. The ministry

stressed that while the Constitution protects freedom

of association, political parties “cannot take direction

or funding from external forces.” [Ministry of the

Interior Taiwan, in Chinese]

The ministry first petitioned the Constitutional Court to

declare the party unconstitutional on January 2, but

amendments to the Constitutional Litigation Act and

delays in judicial appointments stalled the case.

Currently, only eight of the 15 justices are seated after

President Lai Ching-Te’s nominees were twice blocked

by lawmakers from the opposition parties Kuomintang

(KMT) and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) (see AiR No. 30,

July/2025, 5).

Taiwan: Legislator files criminal complaint

over alleged political surveillance

network 

(dql) Ruling Drmocratic Progressibe Party (DPP)

legislator Wang Yi-chuan has lodged a criminal

complaint against Huang Kuo-chang—chairman of the

opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP)—and six

associates, accusing them of operating a paparazzi

network targeting political figures. Wang alleges

violations of the National Security Act, Personal Data

Protection Act, Social Order Maintenance Act, and

privacy laws.

The complaint follows a report of news out Mirror Daily

claiming Huang orchestrated the surveillance of DPP

politicians. Although initial police investigations in

Taoyuan resulted in a non-prosecution notice,

evidence suggested the paparazzi group operated

under the guise of media staff linked to Huang, raising

concerns about potential foreign funding and national

security implications.

Huang dismissed the allegations as a “frivolous lawsuit”

by the DPP, noting past unsuccessful cases against

him. [Focus Taiwan]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-bj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-bt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-bt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-bi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-bi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-bd/


The case has also affected Central News Agency (CNA),

Taiwan’s state-owned news organization, which filed

criminal and civil complaints against its reporter Hsieh

Hsing-en for breach of trust and reputational harm.

Hsieh is accused of helping track and surveil political

figures, as part of the group allegedly orchestrated by

Huang. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Tier 1 ranking in global anti-

trafficking report maintained

(dql) Taiwan has once again earned a Tier 1 ranking in

the U.S. Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons

Report, marking its 16th consecutive year among the

world’s leaders in combating human trafficking, the

Ministry of the Interior announced.

The 2025 report, covering the period from April 2024

to March 2025, placed Taiwan alongside 32 other

nations that fully meet the “minimum standards for

the elimination of trafficking.” It recognized the

government’s continued, sustained commitment to

prevention, protection, and prosecution measures

under the U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act. [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Government to allocate USD 657

million for post-typhoon recovery

(acl) On October 2, Premier Cho Jung-Tai said the

government aims to allocate USD 657.7 million

through amendments to the special act for typhoon

and flood relief to support disaster recovery and

reconstruction in central Taiwan.

Cho added the new budget would fund rebuilding in

areas such as Hualien County, where rain from

Typhoon Ragasa triggered a barrier lake overflow on

the Matai’an River, causing severe flooding. He

emphasized that the additional funds would not

replace existing aid already designated for regions hit

by Typhoon Danas in early July.

The Executive Yuan, Taiwan’s Cabinet, approved a draft

of the special act on August 7, with the Legislative

Yuan, the parlaiment, passing it on August 15, raising

the maximum budget from USD 1.84 billion to USD

1.97 billion. [Focus Taiwan 1] [Taipei Times]

Furthermore, on October 5, President Lai Ching-Te

announced an additional USD 6,200 per household in

subsidies for home repairs in flood-hit areas of Hualien
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in central Taiwan, following an inspection of recovery

efforts after the Matai’an Creek barrier lake overflow.

[Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: Delivery of upgraded Patriot

missiles remains on track

(dql/yl) Taiwan is strengthening its deterrence as the

Air Force confirms that deliveries of the U.S.-made

range-extended Patriot PAC-3 MSE systems under a

2021 agreement are proceeding on schedule, expected

in 2025 and 2026.

The upgraded MSE missiles feature a two-pulse solid

rocket motor, allowing them to intercept targets at

greater ranges and higher altitudes than standard PAC-

3 systems.

Experts note that the MSE fills a critical gap between

Taiwan’s domestic Sky Bow system, which intercepts at

roughly 70 km, and the existing Patriot PAC-3,

enhancing overall air and missile defense coverage.

Analysts also recommend continued acquisition to

address diverse threats, including high-altitude ballistic

missiles and low-flying drones. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Coast Guard commissions new

patrol vessels

(dql) On October 2, the Coast Guard commissioned its

10th 600-ton class patrol ship, CG612 “Suao,” and

launched CG613 “Lanyu”, strengthening maritime law

enforcement in eastern waters. Both vessels feature

advanced hulls, high-speed capabilities, and

equipment for firefighting, search and rescue, and

patrol missions. [Taiwan News]

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s need for drone ships is expected

to surpass 1,500 as the military and Coast Guard

Administration revise their requirements. The Army

seeks drone ships to support its divers, while the Navy

is eyeing attack, reconnaissance, and minesweeping

variants for its Marines. The Coast Guard plans to use

them for patrol and surveillance, and the Ocean Affairs

Council’s National Academy of Marine Research

requires them for scientific missions.

Budget discussions are underway in parliament, with

the government reviewing funding and the total

number of drone ships. Uncrewed vehicle

procurement for the military remains under internal
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review at the Ministry of National Defense, and the

program is expected to be part of a seven-year special

military budget exceeding NTD 1 trillion (USD 32.8

billion). [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Amphibious reconnaissance

battalion relocated

(dql) The Ministry of National Defense has announced

that the Army’s 101st Amphibious Reconnaissance

Battalion, known as the Sea Dragon frogmen, will be

largely relocated to Penghu to enhance combat

readiness and national defense resilience. Previously

stationed across Kinmen, Matsu, and Penghu, the

battalion had focused primarily on Kinmen and Matsu.

The move coincides with the completion of new

barracks and updated training programs.

Penghu is an archipelago of 90 small islands and islets

located in the Taiwan Strait, between Taiwan’s main

island and mainland China. It lies roughly 50–100

kilometers off the western coast of Taiwan and serves

as an important strategic and maritime area for

Taiwan, especially for defense, shipping routes, and

fisheries.

Defense Minister Wellington Koo noted that U.S.

military training assistance continues under standard

procedures, emphasizing that bilateral cooperation is

aimed at maintaining regional peace and stability. He

highlighted that last year, U.S. Army Green Berets

conducted regular training exchanges with Taiwanese

forces in Kinmen and Penghu to share best practices

and improve operational capabilities. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: National Immigration Agency

dismantles illegal labor ring

(acl) On October 4, Taiwan’s National Immigration

Agency (NIA) announced it had dismantled an illegal

labor brokerage ring accused of recruiting runaway

migrant workers and visa overstayers for day labor

while skimming their wages.

A total of 33 suspects—including four brokers, two

employers, and 27 undocumented workers—have

been referred to prosecutors for investigation. The

NIA’s Taichung City Specialized Operation Brigade

disclosed that the case stemmed from an investigation

into a brawl involving Indonesian nationals, which
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uncovered links to illegal brokerage and hiring

activities.

The brigade found that a Taiwanese man surnamed

Hung, head of a construction company, allegedly led

the operation. Since 2024, he is suspected of recruiting

absconded migrant workers and visa overstayers for

construction jobs, taking daily cuts of USD 16 – USD 33

per worker. At its peak, the ring reportedly generated

around USD 65,800 in illicit profits over four months.

The suspects were referred to the Taichung District

Prosecutors Office in May, with details released only

after receiving approval from prosecutors. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Influencer investigated for calling

for President Lai’s decapitation during

livestream

(dql) The Criminal Investigation Bureau (CIB) has

launched an investigation into internet personality

Holger Chen, known as Kuan Chang, after he urged the

decapitation of President Lai Ching-te during a recent

livestream. Authorities indicated Chen’s remarks could

amount to incitement and threats of bodily harm, and

he has been asked to appear before the New Taipei

District Prosecutors Office as part of evidence

collection.

In the livestream, Chen addressed China, referencing

military “decapitation strikes” and saying, “I’m waiting,

brothers, I think about it day and night.” The CIB

stressed that while free speech is protected in Taiwan,

it does not extend to statements that endanger public

safety or promote violence.

Once a supporter of the ruling Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP), Chen has shifted to backing the opposition

Taiwan People’s Party. His recent pro-China remarks

during a June trip to Shanghai have provoked criticism

from DPP supporters, underlining his increasingly

prominent role in Taiwan’s heated political debates.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Checks on Chinese

documentation limited to job changes

(dql) Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) clarified

Saturday that military personnel, teachers, and civil

servants will only be screened for Chinese identity or
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residency documents when they assume a new

position or change roles, denying reports of biannual

checks.

The review, which takes effect January 1, requires

employees to declare they do not hold prohibited

documents such as Chinese household registration,

passports, identity cards, or residency permits.

Possession of such documents can lead to revocation

of Taiwanese citizenship and automatic disqualification

from government, military, or education service.

Of over 626,000 individuals screened this year, only a

handful held Chinese documents, and all completed

the process to relinquish them. [Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: Parties agree to hold

referendum on reform charter amid

dispute over timing and Islamist-led

protests

(lm/mon) Bangladesh’s post-uprising political transition

has reached a turning point as major political parties

have agreed in principle to hold a nationwide

referendum on the July National Charter 2025, the

reform blueprint that aims to overhaul the country’s

constitutional and governance system. The decision,

announced by the National Consensus Commission

(NCC) — the dialogue platform guiding the reform

process under Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus’s

interim government — marks the first formal step
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toward implementing the Charter, which proposes 84

structural reforms, including a proportional

representation system, term limits for the prime

minister, an upper legislative chamber, and judicial

decentralization.

The breakthrough came during the NCC’s fourth

consultation round in Dhaka on October 5, which

brought together 30 political parties, including the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), Jamaat-e-Islami,

Islami Andolan Bangladesh, the National Citizen Party

(NCP), Nagorik Oikya, and several leftist alliances.

Professor Ali Riaz, NCC vice-chair, called the agreement

“a critical foundation for Bangladesh’s next

constitutional phase,” though differences remain over

when the referendum should take place. [Dhaka

Tribune 1]

The BNP, the largest opposition party, argues that the

referendum should coincide with the February 2026

general election to save time, costs, and logistical

resources. BNP Standing Committee member

Salahuddin Ahmed said that holding a separate

referendum beforehand would “only delay the polls”

and risk destabilizing the transition process. [The Daily

Star 1]

By contrast, Islamist parties, led by Jamaat-e-Islami and

Islami Andolan Bangladesh, insist the referendum

should be conducted before the election schedule is

announced, ideally by December 2025, so that reforms

can take effect before the next government takes

office. They argue that an early vote would give the

Charter stronger constitutional grounding and prevent

future parliaments from overturning it. Jamaat leaders

have said they will “accept the people’s verdict

regardless of the outcome” but warned of sustained

mobilization if the timeline is ignored.

Indeed, six Islamist and smaller opposition groups

have already launched the second phase of nationwide

protests, staging rallies, seminars, and outreach events

through October 12, with major demonstrations

planned in Dhaka and other key cities. They are

demanding that the interim government formally

enshrine the Charter through a constitutional order

before elections and accelerate prosecutions related to

alleged crimes committed under the former Awami

League government. [The Daily Star 2]

The National Citizen Party (NCP), a student-led

movement that emerged after the 2024 uprising, has

not yet taken a firm position on the timing. Its leaders

argue that the Charter must first be “legally ensured”

through a Constitutional Order issued by the interim

government and subsequently validated through a
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referendum. The NCP has also proposed that the next

parliament act in a dual capacity—as both a legislature

and a Constituent Assembly—to implement reforms

such as introducing term limits for the prime minister,

creating an upper house, and decentralizing the

judiciary.

The NCC will review legal and procedural options this

week and submit final recommendations to the

government by October 15, when its current mandate

expires. The outcome of that decision — whether the

referendum precedes or coincides with the election —

is expected to determine the pace and credibility of

Bangladesh’s transition to a new constitutional order.

[The Daily Star 3] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Tribunal targets former

ruling party as prosecutions expand in

post-uprising justice drive

(lm) Bangladesh’s transitional justice process has

entered a decisive phase, with prosecutors set to

submit investigation reports this week on enforced

disappearance cases and to open a landmark probe

against the Awami League (AL) as a political

organization. The developments mark the broadest

legal effort yet to address alleged crimes against

humanity committed during the former government’s

rule and the July 2024 uprising that led to its fall.

The International Crimes Tribunal (ICT), originally

created in 2010 to try atrocities from the 1971

Liberation War, has expanded its mandate under

recent amendments to cover peacetime crimes against

humanity such as torture, extrajudicial killings, and

disappearances. Chief Prosecutor Mohammad Tajul

Islam confirmed that prosecutors will begin formal

proceedings against the AL over accusations of

systematic killings, torture, and enforced

disappearances during the 2024 crackdown on mass

protests. It will be the first case in Bangladesh’s history

in which a political party faces collective prosecution

under the ICT framework. [The Daily Star 1]

Tajul also stated that investigation reports on multiple

enforced disappearance cases committed under the

former government are nearing completion and will be

filed this week. He emphasized that no one implicated

in such crimes would be granted immunity,

underscoring that accountability would extend to both

individuals and institutions. [The Daily Star 2]

The tribunal’s move comes alongside the ongoing trial

of Hasina, her former home minister, and ex-police
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chief, accused of murder, torture, and crimes against

humanity. The final prosecution witness recently

testified that killings occurred at 438 locations across

41 districts, with security forces and ruling-party

activists allegedly using lethal weapons and

surveillance tools to target protesters. Over 2,000

pages of evidence, including extensive video material

from international broadcasters, have been submitted

to the court. [The Daily Star 3]

Parallel proceedings are also underway at the Dhaka

special court, where the Anti-Corruption Commission is

pursuing Hasina and her son, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, for

alleged irregularities in land allocations at Purbachal

New Town. Nine witnesses have testified so far, with

the next hearing scheduled for October 15. [The Daily

Star 4]

Beyond these high-profile cases, the scale of

prosecutions nationwide remains extensive. The police

chief acknowledged that over 1,700 cases connected to

the uprising are active, including 766 for murder, with

charge sheets filed against more than 4,000

individuals. Authorities admitted that some

accusations may have been politically motivated, and

136 people have been cleared under provisions

allowing exoneration of the wrongly accused. [The

Daily Star 5]

Meanwhile, the ICT-2 tribunal has formally charged AL

joint general secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif and three

other district leaders for crimes against humanity in

Kushtia, while former lawmaker Jannat Ara Henry and

two others have been jailed over killings in Sirajganj.

Prosecutors were also granted an extension to

complete the case against retired Major General Ziaul

Ahsan, accused of enforced disappearances during the

AL’s 15-year rule. [The Daily Star 6]

These prosecutions have deepened uncertainty over

the future of the Awami League, which remains

banned under the Anti-Terrorism Act. Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus recently described the suspension

of the party’s activities as “temporary,” but a senior

government legal adviser later confirmed that the ban

will remain in effect until the ongoing trials conclude,

with national elections set for February 2026. [The

Daily Star 7] [The Daily Star 8]

Bangladesh: Exiled opposition leader

announces return, signaling political

reentry ahead of 2026 elections
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(lm) Bangladesh’s main opposition leader, Tarique

Rahman, has announced his imminent return to the

country after nearly two decades in exile, saying his

party is preparing to contest and form the next

government in the February 2026 parliamentary

elections. The move marks a pivotal reentry into

national politics following the 2024 student-led

uprising that ended former prime minister Sheikh

Hasina’s long rule.

Rahman is the acting chairman of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), a center-right political party

founded by his father, former president Ziaur Rahman,

and later led for decades by his mother, former prime

minister Khaleda Zia. The BNP has historically

alternated in power with Hasina’s Awami League,

which led Bangladesh’s government from 2009 until its

fall in 2024.

In his first interviews in nearly 20 years—given to the

Financial Times and BBC Bangla—Rahman said “the

time has come” for his return, adding that the barriers

preventing him from coming back “no longer exist.” He

described his decision as a symbolic reconnection

between the opposition and the electorate after years

of political suppression under the previous

administration.

Having lived in London since 2008 after being granted

bail during the 2007 military-backed caretaker

administration, Rahman was convicted in absentia in

five corruption cases and charged in more than 100

others during Hasina’s tenure. After the 2024 uprising,

Bangladesh’s interim authorities cleared him of all

charges, and the High Court lifted a 2015 ban on

publishing his statements.

Rahman, regarded by many as his party’s presumptive

prime ministerial candidate, said the BNP is confident

of securing a majority but remains open to

cooperation with emerging political movements that

arose during the 2024 protests. He pledged to

continue the interim government’s anti-corruption

drive, recover funds allegedly siphoned abroad by

figures tied to the former administration, and end the

cycle of political retaliation by enforcing stricter

internal discipline—claiming that about 7,000

members had already been expelled for misconduct

since last year.

He also outlined plans for a “Bangladesh before all”

foreign policy, signaling a recalibration of Dhaka’s ties

with India, which he characterized as “one-sided”

under Hasina. Rejecting accusations of corruption,

Rahman said the BNP had established the Anti-

Corruption Commission during its earlier term in office



and argued that “false narratives” had shaped his past

reputation.

If realized, Rahman’s return would mark the first visible

reassertion of the BNP’s leadership inside Bangladesh

since the 2024 transition, potentially reshaping the

country’s political landscape ahead of the 2026 vote.

[The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Student leaders accuse

advisers of betrayal while Islamist

alliances reshape reform politics

(lm) Bangladesh’s political transition continues to

evolve amid deepening tensions within the interim

government and shifting alliances between student-led

movements and Islamist parties. Former student

leaders behind the 2024 uprising that ousted the

Awami League have intensified criticism of the current

administration, accusing several of its members of

pursuing self-interest and abandoning the principles of

the revolution.

Nahid Islam, head of the National Citizen Party (NCP)

and a key figure in the 2024 Anti-Discrimination

Student Movement, said in a televised interview that

many advisers in Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus’s

interim cabinet have “betrayed” the movement that

brought them to power. Nahid, who briefly served as

information adviser before resigning in February,

accused several council members of prioritizing

personal security and political opportunism and of

maintaining links with established political parties. He

said the student movement had made a “serious

mistake” by entrusting the transition to “civil society

figures and political opportunists” instead of retaining

direct control.

Nahid’s criticism reflects growing friction between the

student-led reform bloc and the technocratic advisers

who dominate the interim government. According to

him, the early months of the administration were

marked by internal efforts to “reverse the revolution,”

divisions that continue to weaken cohesion within the

Yunus-led caretaker structure. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Parallel to these disputes, the July Moncho — a

coalition of student groups active in the uprising — has

announced “Accountability Processions” throughout

October in Dhaka to protest the continued presence of

bureaucrats from the ousted Awami League regime in

key administrative and electoral roles. Demonstrations

will target institutions such as the Supreme Court, the

Secretariat, the Chief Adviser’s Office, and the Anti-
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Corruption Commission, with organizers warning that

retaining officials who managed elections under Sheikh

Hasina’s rule could undermine the legitimacy of the

2026 national polls. Leaders from several smaller

parties, including the Bhasani Janashokti Party, Islami

Andolan Bangladesh, and Gono Forum, have endorsed

these demands, calling for a full purge of senior

bureaucrats linked to the former government. [The

Daily Star]

Amid these internal confrontations, a new strategic

alignment is emerging between the NCP and the

Bangladesh Khilafat Andolan, a conservative Islamist

movement. In an October 4 meeting in Dhaka, both

sides agreed to grant formal legal status to the July

National Charter, the reform blueprint adopted after

the uprising, and to introduce proportional

representation through a proposed upper house of

parliament. They also jointly demanded justice for the

2024 “July killings” and the 2013 Shapla Chattar

massacre, both of which they described as emblematic

of systematic state violence under previous

governments.

The NCP–Khilafat Andolan alliance has further called

for the suspension of the Jatiya Party and the 14-party

alliance, which they label remnants of the ousted

ruling bloc. The joint platform emphasizes national

sovereignty, social justice, and resistance to foreign

political or economic dominance, positioning itself as

an alternative to both secular elites and the old

establishment. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Election Commission

approves student-led reform party but

rejects water lily symbol

(lm) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) has

approved the registration of the National Citizen Party

(NCP) — a student-led political movement born out of

the 2024 uprising — alongside the Bangladesh Jatiya

League, allowing both parties to contest future

elections. Out of 143 applicants, only these two met

the registration requirements, with public objections

now invited before final confirmation.

The NCP’s registration, however, has been

overshadowed by a dispute over its proposed electoral

symbol, the Shapla (water lily), which the EC rejected

on grounds that it resembles the logo of the

Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI),

Bangladesh’s military intelligence agency. The

Commission cited Rule 9(1) of the Election Conduct

Rules, 2008, which excludes Shapla from the official list
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of permissible symbols, and instructed the NCP to

choose one of 50 approved alternatives by October 7.

NCP leader Nahid Islam denounced the decision as

discriminatory and politically motivated, arguing that

other elements of the national emblem — such as the

Sheaf of Paddy (used by the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party) and the Star (used by the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal)

— are already allotted to political parties. He said the

Shapla carries emotional weight as a symbol of the

student movement that ousted the Awami League in

2024, claiming that the rejection undermines the

Commission’s neutrality and reflects political pressure

from established parties. [The Daily Star] [The Daily

Star] [Dhaka Tribune]

The dispute has also drawn the attention of Nagorik

Oikya, a small opposition party founded in 2012 by

former Awami League student leader Mahmudur

Rahman Manna, who warned of political protests if the

Shapla were granted to NCP.

Bangladesh: Election Commission holds

dialogue with journalists ahead of 2026

polls

(lm) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) was

scheduled to hold a dialogue with journalists on

October 6 as part of its consultations ahead of the 13th

National Parliamentary Election, scheduled for

February 2026. The dialogue forms part of a broader

outreach effort that has already included civil society

figures, academics, and election observers, who have

emphasized the need for security guarantees, media

freedom, and transparency throughout the electoral

cycle. Over 40 journalists from national media outlets

were expected to participate. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: U.S. report finds progress but

persistent gaps in anti-trafficking efforts

(lm) The United States’ 2025 Trafficking in Persons (TIP)

Report has kept Bangladesh on Tier 2 — a ranking for

countries that do not fully meet the minimum

standards to eliminate trafficking but are making

significant efforts to do so. The report acknowledged

progress, including the adoption of a national referral

mechanism (NRM) for victims and expanded training

for frontline officials on trauma-informed care and

identification guidelines.
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However, it said overall law enforcement performance

had declined, with fewer investigations, prosecutions,

and convictions compared to previous years. The

report noted that internal trafficking — particularly sex

trafficking and forced child labor — remains

widespread, while labor inspectors continue to lack the

capacity to monitor informal sectors or hold employers

accountable.

Victim protection and reintegration services were

described as insufficient, especially for Rohingya

refugees and migrant workers returning from abroad.

The government was also criticized for allowing high

recruitment fees that keep migrant workers trapped in

debt, increasing their exposure to trafficking.

The U.S. called on Bangladesh to intensify

prosecutions, including against complicit officials,

expand the number of anti-trafficking tribunals, and

strengthen victim support systems. Other

recommendations include improving labor inspections,

eliminating recruitment fees, enhancing pre-departure

training for migrant workers, and implementing the

2015 memorandum with India on repatriating

Bangladeshi trafficking victims.

The report concluded that Bangladesh’s efforts remain

uneven, urging a more comprehensive national action

plan to tackle trafficking as a systemic criminal and

labor issue rather than as isolated offenses. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Student arrested under

repealed digital security law for alleged

Quran desecration

(lm) A student at North South University in Dhaka has

reportedly been arrested under the Digital Security Act

(DSA)—a law repealed in 2024 and replaced by the

Cyber Security Act (CSA)—for allegedly desecrating the

Quran in a social media post. Police detained the

student in the capital’s Bashundhara Residential Area

after a video circulated online. A Dhaka court later

ordered the suspect to be jailed pending investigation.

The university has expelled the student and

announced plans to file a separate case. Meanwhile,

Hefazat-e-Islam, a hardline Islamist organization,

condemned the alleged act and called for “exemplary

punishment,” warning of a mass march to Dhaka if

authorities fail to act. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Journalists attacked while

reporting gang violence near major port

city

(lm) Two journalists were assaulted while covering local

gang violence in Sitakunda, an area on the outskirts of

Chittagong, Bangladesh’s principal port city. They were

investigating a deadly clash between rival criminal

groups when a mob of about 40 armed men attacked

them, destroyed their camera equipment, and stole

their belongings. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Poverty, poor diets, and early

motherhood fuel child malnutrition crisis

(lm) Bangladesh is struggling to curb child malnutrition

despite decades of progress, with new data showing

persistent and in some cases worsening vulnerabilities.

UNICEF’s 2024 report found that two in three children

under five face food poverty, while only 30 percent of

children aged six to 23 months receive a minimum

acceptable diet. Exclusive breastfeeding rates have

declined from 65 percent in 2017–18 to 53 percent in

2022, underscoring gaps in early-life nutrition.

The 2022 Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey

(BDHS) revealed that 24 percent of children are

stunted, 22 percent underweight, and 11 percent

wasted—more than double the World Health

Organisation’s emergency threshold. In urban slums,

stunting rates climb to 40 percent. Malnutrition is most

acute among children from the poorest households,

showing a strong correlation with income disparities.

Experts point to several structural drivers: limited

dietary diversity due to rising food prices, poor

sanitation and water access, and adolescent

pregnancies that perpetuate intergenerational

undernutrition. Covid-19 exacerbated these

challenges, pushing unemployment up to 6 percent in

2022, with educated youth and urban women

disproportionately affected.

The consequences extend beyond health. Malnutrition

impairs cognitive development, weakens immunity,

increases child mortality, and undermines productivity

in adulthood—posing a threat to Bangladesh’s human

capital formation and long-term economic growth.

Yet, nutrition spending remains low, at only USD 18

per capita, with 98 percent directed to broad

“nutrition-sensitive” programs rather than direct

interventions. Institutional inefficiencies, overlapping
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ministerial mandates, and weak local execution further

dilute impact.

Experts recommend prioritizing school-based meal

programs with protein inclusion, expanding safety nets

like the Open Market Sale (OMS) scheme for vulnerable

families, strengthening frontline health worker

interventions, and aligning budgets to regional

priorities. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Rights group warns of

deteriorating human rights situation in

September

(lm) The Human Rights Support Society (HRSS) has

described the human rights situation in Bangladesh in

September 2025 as “concerning,” citing an upsurge in

mob violence, continuing political clashes, and attacks

on religious minorities.

According to HRSS data, 24 people were killed and 21

injured in 28 incidents of mob violence during the

month. The group also documented nine deaths and

268 injuries in 37 cases of political violence, mostly

linked to internal conflicts within the main opposition

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and clashes

between the BNP, Awami League (AL), and Jamaat-e-

Islami. The majority of incidents were driven by local

power struggles, factional disputes, and competition

over political and territorial dominance.

The report further recorded attacks on two Hindu

temples, the vandalism of 20 idols, and assaults on 42

journalists in 32 incidents, including physical attacks,

intimidation, and politically motivated legal cases.

HRSS also reported widespread gender-based violence,

including 55 rape cases—30 involving minors—along

with 10 gang rapes and one rape-related murder.

At workplaces, seven workers were killed and 57

injured in reported incidents of torture or unsafe

conditions, while 18 others died in industrial accidents.

HRSS also cited eight deaths in law enforcement

operations, four of them in custody, and five deaths in

prisons.

Along the India–Bangladesh border, HRSS documented

two injuries and 13 arrests attributed to the Border

Security Force (BSF) and reported 132 pushbacks of

Bengali-speaking individuals. On the Bangladesh–

Myanmar frontier, the Arakan Army allegedly abducted

40 fishermen from the Bay of Bengal. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Labor unions reject draft

Labour Act as restrictive and inconsistent

with international standards

(lm) Bangladesh’s main labor coalition has denounced

the government’s draft amendments to the Labour Act

as undemocratic and contrary to international labor

standards, accusing authorities of attempting to

finalize reforms without meaningful consultation. The

Industrial Bangladesh Council (IBC) said the proposed

revisions would severely restrict workers’ ability to

form unions and undermine commitments under

International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 87,

which guarantees freedom of association.

The most contentious provision concerns the

minimum support threshold for union formation.

Under the draft, factories with 51 to 60 workers would

require between 80 and 100 percent approval to

register a union, while larger workplaces would still

face high thresholds — over 72 percent for 60–70

workers, 50 percent for 70–100, and 30 percent for

100–150 workers. Labor representatives argue that

these conditions would make unionization virtually

impossible in smaller enterprises.

The IBC has proposed a simpler model, allowing union

formation with just 10 members in factories of 20–50

workers, 20 members for 51–200 workers, and up to

300 members for workplaces with more than 3,000

employees. It also called for six months of paid

maternity leave, reducing the resignation notice period

from 60 to 30 days, and one month’s severance pay

per year of service for voluntary resignations after one

year.

The council plans to submit a memorandum to the

labor adviser on October 12 and warned that a

nationwide protest movement could follow if the law is

enacted without addressing workers’ demands. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: IMF presses interim

government to deliver reforms before

elections

(lm) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has urged

Bangladesh’s interim government to accelerate key

economic reforms ahead of the national elections

scheduled for February 2026. The call came during a

September 16 phone conversation between IMF

Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva and Chief

Adviser Muhammad Yunus.
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According to Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed, the

IMF pressed for urgent progress in banking sector

restructuring, modernization of the National Board of

Revenue, harmonization of value-added tax (VAT)

rates, and adjustments to advance income tax. The

interim authorities were also asked to prioritize

repatriating funds laundered abroad under the

previous regime. Ahmed said the government is giving

top priority to 11–12 major cases involving sums above

BDT 2 billion (USD 18 million) and aims to retrieve

some money by February, though legal processes

abroad are lengthy.

Some assets purchased with laundered funds have

already been seized, he added, noting that authorities

now hold detailed information on the accounts and

passports involved. He emphasized that the next

government will be obliged to continue the recovery

efforts under international norms.

Ahmed also noted that the interim administration will

avoid new budget support loans and exercise greater

caution over Chinese borrowing, while leaving

decisions on a new public-sector pay scale to the next

government. The revised national budget is expected

by December, and trial operations of the Rooppur

Nuclear Power Plant—Bangladesh’s first nuclear

facility, being built with Russian assistance in Pabna

District—are scheduled to begin later this year. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Loan recovery from top

defaulters stalls as state banks sink

deeper into insolvency

(lm) Bangladesh’s state-owned banks are struggling

with solvency as recovery from the country’s largest

loan defaulters remains negligible. By mid-2025, six

state banks had retrieved only BDT 1.28 billion (USD

10.5 million), barely 1.6 percent of their annual

recovery target of BDT 80.77 billion (USD 663 million).

The top 20 borrowers alone owe BDT 854.44 billion

(USD 7.0 billion), accounting for more than half of all

non-performing loans (NPLs) in the state-owned

banking system.

The risks are heavily concentrated. Janata Bank, one of

the largest state-owned commercial banks, holds 63

percent of loans to these defaulters. Its capital

adequacy ratio has collapsed to –84 percent, with a

capital deficit rising from BDT 124 billion (USD 1.0

billion) in mid-2023 to BDT 573.3 billion (USD 4.7

billion) by mid-2025, leading the finance ministry to

classify it as “critically insolvent.” Rupali Bank, another
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major state-owned bank, has seen its capital shortfall

nearly triple in two years, while Agrani Bank, the

country’s leading trade-finance bank, has slid back into

heavy losses. BASIC Bank, which primarily lends to

small industries, continues to post the sector’s worst

default ratios. By contrast, Sonali Bank, the country’s

largest commercial bank, has achieved modest

recovery with a net profit of BDT 5.91 billion (USD 48.5

million) in June 2025, while Bangladesh Development

Bank Limited (BDBL) remains the only state-owned

lender consistently maintaining strong capital ratios

above 20 percent.

In response, the Financial Institutions Division has

launched a new recovery strategy targeting wilful

defaulters. Measures include publishing the names of

the largest defaulters, enforcing credit embargoes,

seizing and auctioning assets, and restricting access to

government contracts. Plans also involve setting up

special loan recovery tribunals with six-to-twelve-

month deadlines to clear a backlog of cases, while

exploring arbitration and mediation mechanisms for

mid-tier borrowers—drawing on practices from India

and Sri Lanka.

Beyond defaults, thousands of unresolved audit

objections, politically connected lending, and weak

internal controls continue to plague the system. The

government has directed banks to create independent

audit compliance units and real-time monitoring

dashboards, while tying future recapitalizations to

measurable recovery targets. Officials are also

considering the establishment of a state-backed Asset

Management Company to take over toxic assets and

manage them professionally.

Despite these efforts, the financial strain is worsening.

Total classified loans at state-owned commercial banks

reached BDT 1.49 trillion (USD 12.2 billion) by mid-

2025, with provisioning shortfalls nearing BDT 640

billion (USD 5.3 billion). [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Central bank instructs

commercial banks to hire foreign law

firms to recover assets linked to Hasina-

era corruption

(lm) Bangladesh Bank has instructed commercial banks

to engage international law firms to help trace and

recover assets allegedly laundered abroad by former

prime minister Sheikh Hasina, members of her family,

and several large conglomerates, including S Alam

Group.
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The directive, issued at a meeting chaired by Central

Bank Governor Ahsan H. Mansur, forms part of an

expanded financial accountability drive following the

2024 political transition. Under the plan, banks are to

appoint a lead institution this month to coordinate

contracts with global firms specializing in asset

recovery and cross-border financial investigations. The

central bank will serve as coordinator.

Officials said the selected firms will pursue assets

through international legal networks, focusing on

jurisdictions known for holding offshore accounts and

complex corporate structures. Payments will be made

on a success-fee basis, tied to the value of assets

repatriated.

The Bangladesh Financial Intelligence Unit (BFIU) has

identified 125 companies suspected of money

laundering during the former government’s tenure,

marking one of the most extensive financial recovery

initiatives in the country’s history. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Military rejects claims of

immunity remarks amid widening online

misinformation

(mon) Bangladesh’s military leadership has rejected

claims that the army chief endorsed indemnity for

personnel implicated in human rights violations, calling

the reports a distortion of an internal policy discussion.

The controversy stems from a September 30 seminar

that examined the army’s legal framework when

deployed to assist the civil administration under the In

Aid to Civil Power provisions of the Code of Criminal

Procedure.

According to officials familiar with the proceedings, the

discussion focused on how Sections 127–132 of the law

apply to soldiers controlling public unrest, including

Section 132, which offers limited legal protection to

officers acting under state orders. The army chief

reportedly highlighted the need to reconcile those

protections with the International Crimes (Tribunals)

Act of 1973, under which several senior officers and

political leaders are now being prosecuted for alleged

abuses during the 2024 uprising.

The military has since clarified that no proposal was

made for blanket indemnity or exemption for

personnel accused of enforced disappearances,

killings, or crimes against humanity. It described the

allegations as a deliberate attempt to erode public

confidence in the armed forces at a time when

accountability trials are under way. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Interim leader rejects anti-

Hindu violence claims as security

tightened during Hindu festival

(lm) Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus has dismissed

allegations of rising anti-Hindu violence in Bangladesh,

describing them as “misinformation” and attributing

such claims to “fake news” from India. Speaking in New

York on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly,

Yunus said there was “no anti-Hindu violence” under

the interim government. His comments came against

the backdrop of the Hindu festival of Durga Puja —

Bangladesh’s largest annual celebration for the

minority community — when concerns of communal

unrest traditionally rise. [The Daily Star 1]

Authorities emphasized that nationwide security had

been stepped up. The National Telecommunication

Monitoring Centre reported 132 incidents at festival

sites in September, ranging from vandalism and

obstruction of worshippers to online disinformation.

Most cases were resolved peacefully, though 15 formal

cases were filed and 19 individuals arrested. Over

84,000 police and 200,000 auxiliary forces were

deployed across 31,576 festival sites. [The Daily Star 2]

The Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) confirmed sabotage

attempts at 49 locations but said all were foiled, with at

least 19 people detained. RAB’s chief stressed

Bangladesh’s pluralist tradition, saying the country

“belongs to all of its 180 million people, irrespective of

religion or community.” [The Daily Star 3]

Home Affairs Adviser Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Jahangir Alam

Chowdhury separately stated that “fascists and their

collaborators” had attempted to provoke communal

unrest by defacing Durga Puja idols at 793 sites. He

said the conspiracy had been “successfully foiled”

through coordination between the army, police, and

local communities. [The Daily Star 4]

Bangladesh: Curfew lifted as unrest in

hills district subsides amid competing

narratives

(lm) Bangladesh’s Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) — a

remote, ethnically diverse hill region bordering India

and Myanmar — has entered a tense aftermath

following two days of deadly communal unrest in

Khagrachhari and Guimara on September 27–28,

which left three indigenous Marma youths dead,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-cy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-cj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ci/


dozens injured, and several homes burned. The

violence erupted after student groups organized

protests demanding justice for the alleged rape of a

12-year-old Marma schoolgirl, triggering armed clashes

between protesters and security forces. Authorities

have since filed three criminal cases against more than

1,100 unidentified people for murder, arson,

vandalism, and attacks on security personnel. A ban on

public gatherings under Section 144 remains in effect

as security forces maintain heavy surveillance across

the district. [The Daily Star 1]]

The administration has since lifted restrictions on

public gatherings under Section 144, which had been

in place since the violence began. The move followed

the withdrawal of a two-week blockade by Jumma

Chhatra Janata, an indigenous student organization

that led the protests. Officials said normal life and

commerce have now resumed in Khagrachhari town,

though the area remains under heightened security

surveillance. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The investigation into the unrest remains deeply

contested. A government medical board concluded

there was “no evidence of rape,” but indigenous

student leaders and rights groups rejected the finding

as politically motivated and called for an independent

judicial inquiry. The girl’s family has not spoken

publicly, with her father criticizing officials for leaking

medical details while pledging to testify only in court.

[The Daily Star 2]

In a report released on October 5, the Parbatya

Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samiti (PCJSS) — the main

political organization representing indigenous groups

— said that at least 22 communal attacks have

occurred in the CHT since the 1997 Peace Accord, with

almost none of the perpetrators held accountable. The

group alleged that law enforcement stood by as

villages burned, leaving bodies inside homes, and

called for a judicial inquiry commission, full

compensation and rehabilitation for affected families,

and renewed efforts to fully implement the Peace

Accord, which was intended to grant regional

autonomy and demilitarize the area. [The Daily Star 3]

Civil society figures have also urged a transparent

probe and long-term reforms to prevent recurring

cycles of violence. In separate statements, 77 public

intellectuals called for justice for the survivor,

accountability for the killings of protesters, and

stronger protections for indigenous communities. [The

Daily Star 4]

The interim government, however, has rejected

accusations of negligence. Home Affairs Adviser Lt.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-cd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ch/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ck/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-cu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ql/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ql/


Gen. (Retd.) Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury said “fascist

conspirators” linked to the ousted Awami League

sought to exploit the incident to incite religious unrest

during Durga Puja celebrations but claimed that

coordinated efforts by the military, police, and local

communities had “foiled the plot.” The Rapid Action

Battalion (RAB) similarly described the unrest as an

overreaction to a “trivial matter” fueled by outside

agitators.

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) — the

country’s main opposition party — echoed this

framing, alleging that the violence was part of “national

and international conspiracies” orchestrated by

networks loyal to former prime minister Sheikh Hasina

to destabilize the country and preserve her influence.

[Dhaka Tribune 2] [The Daily Star 5] [The Daily Star 6]

Bangladesh: Police monitor individuals

attempting to join Pakistani militant

group

(lm) Bangladesh’s police chief announced that law

enforcement agencies are monitoring individuals

suspected of seeking to join Tehreek-e-Taliban

Pakistan (TTP), a banned militant organization active in

Pakistan and Afghanistan. The statement followed

several recent arrests, including a man detained in

Savar in July 2025 on allegations of trying to establish

links with the group.

The inspector general of police confirmed that

investigations are ongoing into whether recruitment or

facilitation networks exist inside Bangladesh. He also

acknowledged reports that two Bangladeshi nationals

were killed in Pakistan while allegedly operating for the

TTP, raising concerns over cross-border militant

mobility. Authorities are now probing how these

individuals managed to travel abroad and connect with

the group, with specialized counterterrorism units

leading the investigations. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Myanmar-based ethnic

armed group abducts 14 fishermen off

Saint Martin’s coast

(lm) Members of the Arakan Army (AA), an ethnic

Rakhine armed group based in Myanmar and engaged

in conflict with the Myanmar military, allegedly

abducted 14 Bangladeshi fishermen along with two

trawlers from the Bay of Bengal off Saint Martin’s
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Island, a small coral island in southeastern Bangladesh

near the Myanmar border.

According to local fishing associations, two AA

speedboats intercepted the trawlers while around 100

boats were operating in the area. The group reportedly

suspects that Bangladeshi fishing vessels tip off law

enforcement about smuggling routes, after recent

seizures of consignments believed to be bound for AA

fighters.

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) said at least 314

fishermen have been abducted by AA from the Naf

River and adjoining areas over the past eight months.

While many were later rescued, at least 114 remain in

captivity. The Global Arakan Network, considered close

to the AA, published photos of the abducted men,

claiming they were detained for “illegal fishing. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Three injured in crude bomb

attacks on businesses

(lm) Three employees were injured when unidentified

attackers hurled crude bombs at two business

establishments in a town in Jashore, a southwestern

district of Bangladesh bordering India. Police and army

personnel recovered bomb fragments, and authorities

have launched an operation to identify and arrest the

perpetrators. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: Debate over public naming of

drug offenders despite thousands of

arrests

(lm) The Royal Bhutan Police reported more than 3,300

drug-related arrests in 2024 and over 2,400 between

January and September 2025. Yet only a handful of

offenders—nine in 2024 and two this year—had their

photos published on the police’s official Facebook

page. The limited use of public “naming and shaming”

has raised questions, especially given the scale of

arrests.

According to the Home Minister, photographs are

shared only in serious trafficking cases involving large

seizures. He argued that this selective approach aims

to raise awareness and deter crime without

unnecessarily stigmatizing minor offenders. While drug

arrests have declined compared to 2024, authorities

continue to emphasize strict enforcement, community
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policing, and preventive measures such as surveillance,

highway inspections, hotspot patrols, and marijuana

eradication.

The government’s National Drug Task Force, chaired by

the Prime Minister, has met 13 times so far to

coordinate strategies. Looking ahead, police plan to

expand the use of technology, enhance cross-border

cooperation, improve rehabilitation services, and

launch broader awareness campaigns to address the

drug challenge. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government considers loan relief

for struggling hotel industry

(lm) The Bhutanese government is weighing targeted

loan relief for the country’s hotel sector through the

Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), a BTN 15 billion

(USD 180 million) initiative supported by India to revive

priority sectors. Despite the reopening of tourism,

hotels continue to face low occupancy rates and rising

loan pressures, especially after the expiry of a three-

year loan deferment scheme in June 2025.

The Hotel and Restaurant Association of Bhutan has

lobbied for support, prompting the Ministry of

Industry, Commerce, and Employment to seek Cabinet

approval to extend the ESP Reinvigoration Fund to

hotels. If approved, hoteliers would receive a 4 percent

interest subsidy, while the Royal Monetary Authority is

considering whether commercial banks can provide an

additional 1 percent reduction. Combined, this would

lower effective loan repayment rates to about 3.5

percent, which hoteliers say is critical to avoiding

defaults.

The central bank’s earlier restructuring measures

expired in September, and while the loan restructuring

period has been extended until December 31, no

hotels have yet submitted proposals. The sector’s

difficulties are compounded by oversupply, with the

number of hotels rising from 160 in 2019 to 400 in

2025. Average occupancy hovers at 20.8 percent, with

some three-star hotels reporting single-digit rates.

Tourism inflows remain modest, with 115,536 visitors

between January and August 2025, of which Indian

nationals made up the majority. Industry

representatives argue that without government-

backed relief, many hotels risk collapse before tourism

stabilizes. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Hardware dealers face

uncertainty over GST transition relief

(lm) Hardware dealers, automobile importers, and

other businesses in Bhutan are pressing for

transitional relief ahead of the January 2026 rollout of

the Goods and Services Tax (GST). They fear financial

losses on unsold inventory purchased under the

current business sales tax system, but the finance

ministry has stated that transitional credits or refunds

are not permissible under the GST framework.

The Ministry of Finance has asked industry

associations to provide more financial data before

making a final decision. According to hardware dealers,

45 members contributed a combined BTN 43.38 billion

(USD 520.6 million) in sales tax from 2023 through

August 2025. The Department of Revenue and

Customs has already clarified that no transition credit

will be allowed.

To mitigate impacts in the automobile sector, the

government has extended bonded warehouse facilities

for vehicle dealers, allowing GST and excise tax to be

applied only when vehicles are cleared for sale.

Finance Minister Lekey Dorji emphasized that this

measure is intended to ease cash-flow pressures and

ensure a smooth rollout.

The ministry also cited research, including

consultations with international experts, suggesting

that GST-related inflationary effects will be minimal, at

around one to two percent. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Rising migration to Australia

threatens key sectors

(lm) Bhutan is facing an accelerating outflow of

professionals to Australia, raising concerns over long-

term development and service delivery. A new World

Bank report shows that in 2024, nearly 70 percent of

voluntary resignations from the civil service came from

health and education—critical areas for social services

—with education alone accounting for one-quarter of

all migrants. The trend gained momentum after

Bhutan reopened its borders in 2022.

Drivers include low domestic wages, limited private

sector opportunities, and frustration with public sector

bureaucracy, while pull factors are higher incomes,

better education, and strong diaspora networks in

places like Perth. Most migrants earned less than BTN

40,000 (USD 480) per month in Bhutan but now earn
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BTN 60,000 (USD 720) or more in Australia, with over

40 percent exceeding BTN 220,000 (USD 2,640).

Australia’s visa regime, allowing dependents of student

visa holders to work unlimited hours, has further

encouraged migration.

However, the costs are significant. Six in ten Bhutanese

in Australia work in low-skilled jobs such as cleaning or

elder care despite professional backgrounds at home,

while only three percent retain professional roles

abroad. This mismatch reduces long-term earning

potential and hinders skills transfer back to Bhutan.

The World Bank recommends economic diversification

beyond hydropower, higher public sector

compensation, and better education-to-job alignment.

It also suggests training and cooperation programs to

offset brain drain, stronger diaspora engagement, and

measures to maximize remittances and reintegration

of returning migrants. [Kuensel]

India: Supreme Court reviews detention of

Ladakh activist who demands judicial

probe into protest killings

(lm) (lm) The Supreme Court of India has sought

responses from the Union government and the Ladakh

administration regarding the detention of climate

activist and education reformer Sonam Wangchuk,

who was arrested on September 26 under the National

Security Act (NSA) following deadly protests in Leh, the

capital of Ladakh—a strategically located Union

Territory in northern India bordering China and

Pakistan. Wangchuk’s wife, Gitanjali J. Angmo, filed a

habeas corpus petition challenging the legality of his

detention and demanding his immediate release,

arguing that the authorities failed to provide the

grounds for his arrest or allow representation as

required under Article 22(5) of the Constitution.

Wangchuk, internationally known for his

environmental and educational innovations in the

Himalayas, was detained two days after protests

demanding statehood and Sixth Schedule

constitutional protections for Ladakh turned violent,

leaving four people dead and 90 injured. His family and

supporters claim the detention is politically motivated

and unconstitutional, aimed at suppressing the

region’s movement for greater autonomy and

environmental safeguards.

From Jodhpur Central Jail, Wangchuk has declared that

he is willing to remain imprisoned until an

independent judicial inquiry is launched into the police
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firing that caused the deaths. His message, conveyed

through his lawyer and elder brother, underscores his

belief that the protests were a legitimate democratic

expression of regional grievances.

The standoff has deepened tensions between Ladakh

and New Delhi. The Leh Apex Body (LAB) and the Kargil

Democratic Alliance (KDA) — representing the

territory’s Buddhist and Muslim communities — have

suspended dialogue with the central government until

detained activists are released and an inquiry is

initiated.

The Supreme Court will continue hearings on October

8. [The New Indian Express] [MoneyControl]

India: Widespread judicial vacancies slow

justice delivery across High Courts

(lm) India’s High Courts are struggling with a severe

shortage of judges, with 330 positions vacant out of a

sanctioned strength of 1,122 across 25 states,

according to data from the National Judicial Data Grid

and the Department of Justice. Only the High Courts of

Sikkim and Meghalaya are currently functioning with a

full bench. The Allahabad High Court is the worst

affected, operating with 76 vacancies out of 160

approved posts.

While the Supreme Court maintains its full

complement of 34 judges, the country’s higher

judiciary faces a mounting backlog of over 6.7 million

pending cases. Legal experts warn that the growing

number of vacancies—161 permanent and 169

temporary—has created an unsustainable burden on

serving judges, undermining both the quality and pace

of adjudication.

Major High Courts such as Bombay, Punjab and

Haryana, Calcutta, Madras, Patna, and Delhi are also

struggling with high vacancy rates. The bottleneck in

judicial appointments stems largely from delays in the

Collegium system, which requires executive approval.

Proposals are frequently returned or stalled, leading to

months-long gaps before appointments are finalized.

With more than 60,000 cases also pending before the

Supreme Court, the imbalance between judicial

capacity and caseload has become a pressing

governance challenge. Experts and former judges

stress the need for structural reforms and closer

coordination between the judiciary and government to

restore the efficiency of India’s legal system and
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reinforce public confidence in its institutions. [The New

Indian Express]

India: Opposition party accuses election

authority of bias, flags irregularities in

Bihar voter rolls

(lm) India’s main opposition party, the Indian National

Congress, has accused the Election Commission of

India (ECI) of acting in favor of the ruling Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), alleging widespread irregularities in

the final electoral rolls in Bihar. INC General Secretary

Jairam Ramesh claimed that the number of deleted

voter names in some constituencies exceeds the

victory margins from the previous state election,

suggesting possible manipulation to benefit the ruling

coalition.

Ramesh cited reports that as many as 247 voters were

registered under a single household in Jamui district,

with several names appearing multiple times within

the same polling booth. He argued that such

discrepancies, even after the Summary Intensive

Revision (SIR) process, show the Election Commission’s

disregard for Supreme Court directives mandating

transparency and accuracy in voter registration. [The

New Indian Express]

India: Refiners expand Russian crude

intake as diesel exports to Europe hit

record high

(lm) India’s energy trade reached new highs in

September as refiners leveraged discounted Russian

crude to boost fuel output and capture widening profit

margins in Europe, even amid U.S. pressure to curb

purchases from Moscow. A senior government official

confirmed that ample Russian crude remains available

despite Ukrainian drone strikes that have disrupted

Russia’s refinery network, reducing domestic

processing and freeing up more crude for export.

Indian refiners, now the world’s largest buyers of

Russian seaborne oil, have continued purchases

despite U.S. President Donald Trump’s demand that

India stop importing Russian oil — a position

reinforced by Washington’s recent tariff hikes on

Indian exports of up to 50 percent. Trade data shows

that the discount for Russian Urals crude has

narrowed to about USD 2–2.50 per barrel below dated

Brent for November shipments, compared with USD
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20–25 when the Ukraine war began in 2022. [Reuters

1]

At the same time, India’s diesel exports to Europe

surged to a record 1.3–1.4 million metric tons (9.7–10.4

million barrels) in September — the highest since

records began in 2017. Overall diesel exports climbed

to a five-year high of nearly 3 million tons, driven by

strong margins amid refinery maintenance in Europe

that widened the east–west price spread to USD 45 per

metric ton, up from USD 30 in August. Lower freight

costs — dropping from USD 4.1 million to USD 3.4

million per 90,000-ton cargo — further encouraged

shipments.

India’s refiners, which source roughly one-third of their

crude from Russia, have tightened regional fuel

supplies in Asia, pushing gasoil premiums to a two-

month high. Analysts expect exports to dip slightly in

October due to higher domestic demand during the

Diwali season, though sustained profit margins are

likely to keep refinery runs elevated.

Looking ahead, traders remain cautious over the

European Union’s 18th sanctions package, which could

restrict refined products derived from Russian crude.

Market analysts note, however, that Middle Eastern

suppliers are well positioned to fill any gap should

Indian barrels face new limitations. [Reuters 2]

India: Ministers promote domestic tech

alternatives as U.S. tensions deepen

(lm) Senior Indian ministers are intensifying calls to

replace U.S. digital platforms with homegrown

alternatives amid escalating trade tensions between

New Delhi and Washington. Following the United

States’ imposition of 50 percent tariffs on Indian

imports in August, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

urged citizens to adopt swadeshi—domestically made

—products, extending the policy push into the digital

sector.

Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

showcased India-based software during a recent

government presentation, using Zoho instead of

Microsoft PowerPoint and MapmyIndia in place of

Google Maps. Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan have also

endorsed Zoho’s messaging app Arattai (“chat” in

Tamil), which has seen downloads surge from fewer

than 10,000 in August to more than 400,000 in

September, with daily active users doubling to 100,000

by late September.
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The campaign reflects New Delhi’s broader effort to

reduce reliance on American technology firms such as

Google, Microsoft, and Meta’s WhatsApp, which

dominates India’s messaging market with over 500

million users. While Zoho—led by rural-based

entrepreneur Sridhar Vembu—offers cheaper, locally

developed cloud software, analysts caution that

replacing global brands remains difficult given their

scale, investment power, and network effects.

A similar push in 2021 to promote the Indian

microblogging platform Koo collapsed after funding

shortfalls. Commentators argue that for India’s digital

self-reliance drive to succeed, local companies will

need not only government backing but also robust

innovation, competitive features, and strong privacy

safeguards to win user trust. [Reuters]

India: Home Minister sets March 2026

deadline to eliminate Maoist insurgency

in central state

(lm) India’s Home Minister Amit Shah has declared

March 31, 2026, as the target date to eradicate the

Maoist (Naxalite) insurgency in Chhattisgarh, a central

Indian state that has long been an epicenter of left-

wing militancy. Speaking at a public festival in the

Bastar district, Shah ruled out any negotiations with

the insurgents, saying they must surrender under the

government’s rehabilitation policy or face intensified

security operations.

The minister delivered his remarks during the Bastar

Dussehra Lokotsav and Swadeshi Mela—major

regional festivals that combine traditional cultural

celebrations with exhibitions promoting locally made

goods—in the town of Jagdalpur. He praised

Chhattisgarh’s surrender and rehabilitation policy,

describing it as the best in India, and said that over 500

insurgents had already laid down their arms within a

single month. Under the program, villages declared

free of insurgent activity receive INR 10 million (USD

120,000) for development.

Shah rejected the idea that Maoism had ever been a

movement for development, asserting instead that the

violence had deprived the region of progress. He

warned that security forces, including the Central

Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and state police, would

respond decisively to any attempt by militants to

disturb peace.

Since the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) returned to

power in 2023, anti-insurgency operations have
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intensified, with more than 450 Maoists reportedly

killed in encounters in Bastar. Shah also inaugurated

the Chief Minister’s Rural Bus Service Scheme to

improve transportation in tribal areas and transferred

the 20th monthly payment of INR 1,000 (USD 12) to

women beneficiaries under the Mahtari Vandan

welfare program. [The New Indian Express]

Maldives: Anti-corruption rally met with

police crackdown

(lm) The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

has accused authorities of excessive force and

violations of due process following a major anti-

corruption rally in Malé on October 3, which was met

with a heavy police crackdown. The protest—one of

the largest since the 2024 elections—was held under

the slogan Lootuvaifi (“Stop the Looting”), targeting the

government of President Mohamed Muizzu with

allegations of corruption, political favoritism, and the

erosion of democratic reforms.

The demonstration focused on five demands central to

the MDP’s platform: repealing the constitutional clause

allowing legislators to lose their seats if they change

parties; restoring local councils’ powers curtailed by

amendments to the Decentralization Act; repealing the

Media Act criticized for enabling state control of

broadcasters; guaranteeing equal access to healthcare

and medicines under the Aasandha public insurance

scheme; and clearing overdue state payments to

private contractors. [The Sun 1]

As demonstrators attempted to march beyond the

agreed route, police blocked the procession and

deployed pepper spray and Long Range Acoustic

Devices (LRADs)—sound-based crowd-control weapons

never previously used in the Maldives. Clashes

followed, and at least eight protesters, including two

former MPs, were arrested. Six were later remanded

for 15 days and transferred to Dhoonidhoo Custodial

Center, while others were released. [The Sun 2] [The

Sun 3]

The MDP alleged that several detainees were denied

access to lawyers, describing the arrests as

unconstitutional and politically motivated. The party

also reported that its Hulhumalé constituency vice

president suffered a heart attack after being pepper-

sprayed at close range. he Human Rights Commission

of the Maldives (HRCM) has opened an investigation

into the use of LRADs, amid claims from the MDP’s

legal team that the devices may have been Israeli-

made—a contentious allegation given the Maldives’
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longstanding opposition to relations with Israel. [The

Sun 4] [The Sun 5] [The Sun 6] [The Sun 7]

Government officials defended the police response,

saying officers acted “responsibly and with restraint”

under the Freedom of Peaceful Assembly Act. The

Foreign Ministry and Home Minister Ali Ihusaan said

protesters had violated agreed restrictions by entering

unauthorized areas, while Higher Education Minister

Ali Haidar Ahmed accused the MDP of attempting to

disrupt public order. Economic Minister Mohamed

Saeed went further, accusing former President Ibrahim

Mohamed Solih of spreading “falsehoods” about the

incident and urging the removal of state privileges

afforded to former leaders. [The Sun 8] [The Sun 9]

[The Sun 10]

In Parliament, the ruling People’s National Congress

(PNC) used its supermajority to block an opposition

motion seeking an inquiry into the police’s actions. The

motion was rejected by a 40–12 vote, with government

lawmakers instead proposing amendments that would

allow the removal of MPs who “obstruct police duties.”

[The Sun 11] [The Sun 12]

Maldives: Transparency gap deepens in

state-owned enterprises as audit exposes

systemic governance failures

(lm) Maldives is facing renewed scrutiny over

transparency and governance in state-owned

enterprises (SOEs) after a special audit uncovered

large-scale corruption at Fenaka Corporation, the

state-owned utility company responsible for electricity

and water services across the islands.

The audit of Fenaka’s operations from 2021 to 2023

revealed that procurement contracts worth MVR 1.3–

1.4 billion (USD 85–91 million) were awarded without

competitive bidding, with several deals benefiting

companies linked to the family of former Managing

Director Ahmed Saeed Mohamed. It also found inflated

project costs, including an office building that

exceeded market value by MVR 767 million (USD 50

million), and MVR 26 million (USD 1.7 million) in petty

cash distributed to employees. The Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) had warned in 2021 that Fenaka’s

management was facilitating corruption, but no action

was taken under the previous Ibrahim Mohamed Solih

administration. Saeed has since been sentenced to

four years in prison for corruption.

In response, Fenaka’s new management, appointed

under President Mohamed Muizzu, announced that
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the company is now operating “in full compliance with

Maldivian law.” It said new monitoring systems and

reporting mechanisms have been introduced to ensure

transparency, improve governance, and strengthen

oversight. The company also pledged to refer

implicated individuals to state authorities and pursue

legal action when warranted. [The Sun]

In Parliament, People’s National Congress (PNC) MP

Mohamed Shameez introduced a resolution calling for

an expedited investigation into the audit findings.

During debate, Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim

acknowledged that corruption at Fenaka “has gone

unchecked across successive governments,” describing

it as a systemic failure of state oversight. [the edition 1]

[the edition 2]

The scandal has highlighted a broader transparency

deficit across the SOE sector. The Privatization and

Corporatization Board (PCB)—responsible for

monitoring state companies—has not published

consolidated financial statements for more than a

year. The last available data dates to the second

quarter of 2024, leaving the financial position of many

SOEs, particularly smaller ones, unclear.

As of that reporting period, total SOE debt stood at

MVR 54 billion (USD 3.51 billion), with profits declining

by about 4 percent year-on-year. Thirteen of roughly

30 SOEs recorded losses, while the national balance

sheet remained heavily dependent on a few large

firms, including the Bank of Maldives (BML), State

Trading Organization (STO), Maldives Airports

Company Limited (MACL), and Housing Development

Corporation (HDC).

Despite this, the government has provided over MVR 1

billion (USD 65 million) in capital injections this year to

sustain operations. Critics warn that, without regular

PCB reporting and effective parliamentary scrutiny, the

Maldives risks a widening governance gap in one of its

most economically significant sectors—leaving the

state vulnerable to fiscal strain and recurring

mismanagement. [the edition 3]

Maldives: Government defends

nomination of dismissed Supreme Court

judge for tax tribunal

(lm) The Maldivian government has defended its

decision to back former Supreme Court Justice Mahaz

Ali Zahir for appointment to the Tax Appeal Tribunal,

despite his dismissal from the top court earlier this

year over alleged misconduct. President Mohamed
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Muizzu placed Mahaz at the top of a list of six

nominees submitted to Parliament on October 6,

triggering political controversy and debate over judicial

independence and the government’s reform agenda.

[The Sun 1]

During the parliamentary debate, Speaker Abdul

Raheem Abdulla, who also chairs the ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC), dismissed criticism from

opposition lawmakers who accused the administration

of hypocrisy. They noted that the same ruling bloc had

voted in May to remove Mahaz from the Supreme

Court after the Judicial Service Commission (JSC) found

he and fellow justice Dr. Azmiralda Zahir had

improperly influenced a lower court case involving

Azmiralda’s husband. Both judges denied wrongdoing,

and the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) continues

to investigate the case. Abdul Raheem defended the

shift in position, saying, “things change,” remarks

widely interpreted as reflecting not only the

government’s pragmatism but also his own political

break with former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul

Gayoom, who now leads the splinter People’s National

Front (PNF). [The Sun 2]

The Tax Appeal Tribunal, which reviews tax-related

disputes, has operated below capacity since its former

president, Abdul Ghani Mohamed, was elevated to

Chief Justice earlier this year. The remaining nominees

alongside Mahaz include Asiya Azeema, Ibrahim Afeef,

Shifaz Ali, Fathimath Naushan, Ahmed Yameen, and

Shaufa Ibrahim. [the edition 1]

In parallel with the tribunal nominations, President

Muizzu also reshuffled other oversight institutions,

naming Dr. Aishath Rameela as the new chairperson of

the Human Rights Commission of the Maldives (HRCM)

to replace Mariyam Muna. Her nomination, like

Mahaz’s, has been referred to the relevant

parliamentary committee for vetting. [the edition 2]

[The Sun 3]

Maldives: Judicial watchdog says 2022 civil

procedure reforms have stalled court

system

The Judicial Service Commission (JSC) has blamed

recent legal reforms—particularly the 2022

amendment to the Civil Procedure Act—for severe

delays in the Civil Court’s caseload. JSC President

Hussain Riza told Parliament that the amendment

disrupted established procedures and made case

management unworkable, halting progress on nearly
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60 percent of filings that were previously resolved

through dispute resolution.

Riza noted that before the reform, most civil disputes

were settled efficiently, but since its enactment, the

Civil Court’s 17 judges have struggled to move cases

forward. The issue was compounded by the transfer of

inheritance, will, and property division cases from the

Family Court to the Civil Court, further straining its

capacity.

To address the backlog, the JSC drafted and submitted

proposed amendments to the Attorney General’s

Office in 2024, urging expedited approval. Riza said a

formal request was sent again on May 20, 2025, but no

progress has been reported. He argued that reverting

key procedural elements to their previous form would

allow the Civil Court to resume normal operations. [the

edition]

Maldives: Chief justice calls for new family

law and judiciary-led regulation

(lm) At the closing ceremony of a family procedure

training program, Chief Justice Abdul Ghani Mohamed

stated that the Maldives requires a new Family Act to

reflect societal changes of the past 25 years. He argued

that authority to draft regulations under this law

should rest with the judiciary rather than the Family

Ministry. Pending new legislation, he urged an

immediate transfer of regulatory responsibility to the

courts.

He also highlighted the need for better conditions for

handling family cases, pointing out that the Family

Court in Male’ suffers from overcrowding and

deteriorating facilities, causing staff to work in

congested spaces. He emphasized that such conditions

contribute to case delays, noting that a new Superior

Court complex is planned in Hulhumale’, an artificial

island near the capital developed to ease population

pressure in Male’. [The Sun]

Maldives: Referendum set on

restructuring Addu City’s governance

(lm) The Maldivian Cabinet has approved the country’s

first referendum under the newly enacted Public

Referendum Act, to decide whether three islands in

Addu City—Feydhoo, Hulhudhoo, and Meedhoo—

should remain under a single municipal structure or
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form separate local councils. The vote, scheduled for

October 24 or 25, will determine whether the current

Addu City Council retains jurisdiction over the islands

or whether an Addu Hulhumeedhoo Council will be

created to jointly administer Hulhudhoo and Meedhoo.

President Mohamed Muizzu announced the plan on

September 13 as part of his pledge to reform local

governance structures, particularly in Addu, the

Maldives’ second-largest city located at the

southernmost tip of the country. The Cabinet also

decided to deploy a ministerial team, led by the

Ministry of Cities, Local Government, and Public Works,

to assess jurisdictional changes after the next general

election. A technical task force will support the process

by studying the administrative implications for local

governance and development.

Addu City Mayor Ali Nizar has strongly criticized the

decision, warning that fragmenting the city council’s

authority could undermine development coordination

and investment planning. He described the

referendum as a “bad decision” that risks casting a

“huge shadow” over the city’s progress. [The Sun]

Maldives: President expands Omadhoo’s

jurisdiction and launches land

reclamation drive in central atolls

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has issued a decree

designating three lagoons — including the large

Kudadhoo Falhu — as part of the jurisdiction of ADh.

Omadhoo in the central Alif Dhaal Atoll. The other two

lagoons, identified as RF1329 and RF1330, were

formally incorporated into Omadhoo’s administrative

area on October 6. The decree was signed during

President Muizzu’s two-day tour of the atoll, which

includes site visits to several islands to assess ongoing

and planned infrastructure initiatives. [The Sun 1]

The decree coincided with the signing of a major land

reclamation and coastal protection contract worth

MVR 279.9 million (USD 18.2 million) between the

Housing Ministry and the state-owned Maldives

Transport and Contracting Company (MTCC) to double

the size of nearby ADh. Dhangethi. The project will add

27.3 hectares of land to the island—up from its current

24.2 hectares—and includes the construction of nearly

2 kilometers of coastal defenses such as revetments, a

seawall, and groynes. [The Sun 2]
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Maldives: Parliament to vote on measures

linking officials’ pay to financial disclosure

obligations

(lm) The Maldivian Parliament is expected to vote this

week on a constitutional amendment and related

legislation that would link the salaries of ministers and

other senior public officials to their compliance with

financial disclosure obligations.

The amendment, which was scheduled for debate on

October 6, seeks to revise Article 138 of the

Constitution to introduce legally enforceable deadlines

and penalties. Under the proposal, cabinet ministers

would be required to submit verified statements of

assets, liabilities, business interests, and debts to both

Parliament and the Auditor General within 90 days of

completing each year in office. Newly appointed

ministers would have to file an initial declaration within

30 days of assuming office.

All declarations would need to be audited by a certified

professional licensed by the Institute of Chartered

Accountants of the Maldives and subsequently made

public by the Auditor General. Salary deductions would

apply for each day of non-compliance, effectively

making timely financial disclosure a condition of full

remuneration.

A complementary legislative proposal would expand

these requirements beyond the Cabinet to include

members of Parliament and senior officials in

independent constitutional bodies such as the Judicial

Service Commission, Civil Service Commission, and

Elections Commission. It would also consolidate

existing disclosure provisions currently scattered

across different laws to establish a unified standard of

transparency.

The measures require a three-fourths majority—70 of

93 votes—to amend the Constitution. With the ruling

People’s National Congress (PNC) holding 75 seats, the

government appears positioned to pass the reform

without opposition support, marking a significant

tightening of financial accountability in the Maldives’

political system. [The Sun] [the edition]

Maldives: Male’ mayor denies corruption

allegations over tree payments and fish

market contract

(lm) Male’ City Mayor Adam Azim has rejected

allegations by Councillor Mohamed Saif Fathih that
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MVR 4 million (USD 260,000) was disbursed for trees

that were never delivered to the city council. Saif,

speaking on television and social media, claimed there

were no delivery notes, receipts, or inventory records

and accused the mayor of facilitating irregular

payments. Azim responded that the claim was

“definitely a lie” and demanded documentary proof.

Saif also accused the council’s legal head, Ali Naseer

Gasim, of illegally re-awarding the city fish market

contract at an inflated price without proper

documentation, alleging that the mayor manipulated

the bidding process by dissolving the civil servants’ bid

committee. The project’s cost rose from USD 6.1

million under the original contract, awarded during

President Mohamed Muizzu’s tenure as mayor, to USD

9.6 million under a new contract signed during the

transition period before Azim’s by-election win.

Azim countered that he had asked the civil service to

take action against the legal head and highlighted his

own achievements, including the completion of a long-

delayed land registry. He noted that the issue will be

debated at the council’s next general meeting, after

several earlier sessions were canceled due to quorum

disputes. Saif, meanwhile, urged councillors to address

pressing urban issues such as land, roads, and

housing, while criticizing ruling PNC councillors for

remaining silent. [The Sun]

Maldives: Information Commissioner’s

Office defends allowance payments

flagged in audit

(lm) The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICOM) has

defended its decision to pay a new monthly living

allowance to employees after the Auditor General’s

Office flagged the payments as unauthorized.

Information Commissioner Ahmed Ahid said the

allowance, amounting to MVR 3,000 (USD 195) per

employee, had received parliamentary approval as

part of the 2023 budget and was disbursed with funds

released by the Ministry of Finance.

The audit report found that over MVR 1 million (USD

65,000) had been paid between January and July 2024

without formal authorization from the National Pay

Commission, which is required for any change to

public-sector pay structures. Ahid said the office was

unaware that separate Pay Commission approval was

necessary, given that both Parliament and the Finance

Ministry had endorsed the payments.
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He added that the ICOM is now seeking retroactive

approval from the Pay Commission to regularize the

payments. The Auditor General’s Office has

recommended that the state recover the disbursed

amount, citing non-compliance with national pay

regulations. [The Sun]

Maldives: High Court dismisses three long-

pending criminal cases following

prosecution withdrawal requests

(lm) The Maldivian High Court has dismissed three

long-running criminal cases—one involving allegations

of homosexual conduct and two related to child sexual

abuse—after formal requests from state prosecutors.

In the homosexuality case, first filed in 2019, the

prosecution withdrew its appeal following the Criminal

Court’s 2023 acquittal, citing the defendant’s clean

record and the absence of any legal issue requiring

further review. The case was dismissed by a three-

judge panel. [The Sun 1]

The first child sexual abuse case, filed in 2023, involved

a man from a northern island accused of sexually

abusing a child relative. Prosecutors requested

withdrawal after observing that the alleged incident

had occurred eight years earlier and that no hearings

had taken place since the filing. The second case, from

a central island, involved a man accused of assaulting a

child under his care. The High Court dismissed this

case as well, following a prosecution request that cited

more than ten years of delay and the victims’

unwillingness to testify.

Separately, the Supreme Court this week upheld a 15-

year prison sentence in another child sexual assault

case, underscoring ongoing judicial inconsistencies in

the prosecution of sexual violence against minors in

the Maldives. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Amendment to pension act

proposed for seriously ill individuals

(lm) Parliamentarian Mohamed Ibrahim has proposed

an amendment to the Pension Act that would allow

individuals undergoing treatment for serious illnesses,

including cancer, to access pension funds early. The

measure seeks to close a legislative gap that leaves

patients and their families with heavy financial and

psychological burdens. The proposal calls for a medical
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board of specialists to certify serious conditions and

for the Pension Office to process payments within 30

days, regardless of age or years of service.

In a related move, the Islamic Affairs Minister

announced earlier that new insurance coverage will be

introduced for people on the poverty register suffering

from chronic illnesses such as cancer.  The scheme is

designed to cover treatment and medicines not

included under the state-run Aasandha health

program, including care abroad. [The Sun]

Maldives: President hails China as key ally

while reassuring public on debt burden

(lm) At events marking China’s National Day in Male’,

President Mohamed Muizzu praised Beijing as a

steadfast partner in advancing sustainability and

equality in international forums, highlighting trust built

through shared projects and China’s role in reshaping

key sectors such as housing, education, and tourism.

He stressed that bilateral relations extend beyond

formal agreements, underscoring China’s support for

developing nations in multilateral platforms.

At the same reception, Chinese Ambassador Kong

Xianhu announced that debt relief arrangements

between Maldives and China have been finalized after

months of negotiations, though no details were

disclosed. China remains one of the Maldives’ largest

lenders and a leading backer of infrastructure,

including the Sinamale’ Bridge linking Male’ to

Hulhumale’ and Hulhule’, where Velana International

Airport is located. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Addressing a rally of the ruling People’s National

Congress, Muizzu reassured citizens that there is

“nothing to worry about” regarding the country’s heavy

debt load, equal to 134 percent of GDP. He described

the deal with China as a “great relief” and affirmed that

all obligations — including USD 500 million due this

year and USD 1.1 billion in 2026 — would be settled

without “printing money,” a practice he criticized as

destabilizing under past administrations. He said the

government is restructuring project implementation to

reduce costs and improve efficiency, partly by

delegating projects to state-owned enterprises, while

maintaining momentum in development initiatives.

[The Sun 3]
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Maldives: President launches national

service program with first batch of

recruits

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has inaugurated the

Maldives National Service program, describing it as a

historic initiative to shape patriotic and capable youth

for national development. The launch ceremony took

place at the Maldives National Defense Force (MNDF)

training center in Lh. Maafilaafushi, where the first

batch of participants and trainers pledged their

commitment.

Muizzu emphasized that investing in young people is

more vital than building physical infrastructure, saying

the program would prepare a generation loyal to both

nation and faith. Participants who complete the

training will have the option to join the MNDF or the

police. The government plans to introduce a dedicated

law to regulate the program, including details on

benefits and structure. For now, an allowance of MVR

6,000 (USD 390) will be provided to those enrolled. [the

edition]

Nepal: Debate grows over push for

directly elected executive as youth

movement develops factions

(lm) Debate over Nepal’s political system is intensifying

in the wake of the youth-led protests that toppled the

government, dissolved Parliament, and set the stage

for snap elections on March 5, 2026. At the center of

the debate is whether Nepal should change how its

leaders are chosen—from a prime minister elected by

Parliament to a directly elected executive head chosen

by the public.

Two broad camps have emerged. One group, which

includes a growing faction of the Gen Z movement,

argues that a directly elected executive would end

chronic instability, curb coalition-based power trading,

and make leaders more accountable to voters. They

have called on the interim government to enact

reforms ahead of the elections and to prosecute senior

figures, including former Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli,

accused of corruption and abuse of power. The

opposing camp, made up of constitutional experts and

established parties, counters that such a system is

legally impossible before the election and would risk

upsetting Nepal’s balance of power, since the

Constitution does not permit such a change while

Parliament is dissolved.
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Notably, the Gen Z movement itself is divided. One

faction demands a directly elected executive combined

with a right to recall, allowing citizens to remove an

underperforming leader mid-term. Another faction

insists that Nepal should strengthen its existing

parliamentary framework, arguing that systemic

reforms—not structural overhaul—are the key to

political accountability.

The idea of a directly elected executive is not new in

Nepal’s politics. It was debated during both Constituent

Assemblies that drafted the 2015 Constitution. The

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), led by

Pushpa Kamal Dahal, originally backed it but dropped

the proposal after the Nepali Congress and Communist

Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML),

led by Oli, rejected it in favor of the parliamentary

model. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Election commission announces

registration deadlines for March 2026

snap polls

(lm) Nepal’s Election Commission has released the full

schedule for the March 5, 2026 snap elections, while

postponing a planned provincial by-election in

Manang-1 (b) due to disruptions caused by last

month’s Gen Z protest movement, which led to

nationwide curfews and the dissolution of Parliament.

According to the newly announced timetable, all

political groups intending to contest the polls must

register by November 16, with a six-week window for

new party registrations. Existing parties must

reconfirm their participation between November 17

and 26. Each registration requires a party statute, flag,

election symbol, and signatures of at least 500 voters.

As of July, 122 parties were registered, the latest being

the Rastriya Mukti Party in January 2025.

The Commission will open proportional representation

(PR) offices on December 1 and first-past-the-post

(FPTP) offices on January 16, 2026, with parties

required to submit their closed PR lists between

January 2 and 3. Out of the 275 lower house seats, 165

are elected under FPTP and 110 through PR. Nepal

now has 18.15 million registered voters, up from 17.99

million in 2022. Campaigning will run from February 15

to 28, followed by a two-day silence period before

voting. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The Manang-1 (b) provincial by-election, initially slated

for November 3, was postponed after the commission

confirmed that party registration could not proceed
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under the September curfew. The seat became vacant

when Rajiv Gurung (Deepak Manange) was removed by

the Supreme Court in June for falsifying personal

details in his candidacy, rendering him ineligible for

future elections. A separate by-election in Rupandehi-

3, vacated after the death of a lawmaker, was

cancelled following the dissolution of the lower house.

[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Floods and landslides kill over 60

as political transition tests state capacity

(lm) Torrential late-monsoon rains have triggered

widespread floods and landslides across Nepal, killing

at least 61 people and leaving dozens missing in one of

the country’s worst natural disasters in years. The crisis

has unfolded amid political transition, testing the

interim government’s capacity to respond. [The

Tribune]

The hill district of Ilam in eastern Koshi Province was

worst hit, with at least 37 people killed overnight as

continuous rainfall—over 330 millimeters in a single

night—triggered multiple landslides that buried homes

and entire settlements. Additional fatalities were

reported across Koshi, Bagmati, and Madhesh

provinces, while flooding in the southern plains

displaced over 25,000 people and submerged more

than 5,000 homes. Major highways connecting

Kathmandu to the east and to China’s border remain

blocked, disrupting post-festival travel and supply

chains.

Prime Minister Sushila Karki, who leads the interim

government formed after last month’s youth-led

protests and political upheaval, has urged citizens to

avoid unnecessary travel and pledged coordinated

rescue efforts with the Nepal Army, Armed Police

Force, and local authorities. Nationwide public holidays

have been declared to support relief operations, and

army helicopters have been deployed to reach remote

communities cut off by debris and flooding. [Al Jazeera]

[The New York Times] [abc News] [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Fugitive in Bhutanese refugee

scam arrested after prison escape

(lm) Police have arrested fugitive Sandesh Sharma, a

key suspect in Nepal’s high-profile Bhutanese refugee

scam, from Lalitpur after nearly a month on the run.
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Sharma had escaped from prison on September 9 and

was captured by a special team from the Kathmandu

Valley Police Office over the weekend.

He is among several individuals charged in the fake

refugee racket, which allegedly collected millions of

Nepali rupees — worth tens of thousands of U.S.

dollars — from victims under false promises of

relocation to the United States as Bhutanese refugees.

The case has implicated senior political figures, former

ministers, and top bureaucrats, making it one of

Nepal’s most significant corruption scandals in recent

years. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Deadly unrest in Azad Kashmir

ends after government concedes to

protesters’ demands

(my/lm) Protests in Pakistan-administered Azad Jammu

and Kashmir (AJK) were called off after the government

agreed to most of the demonstrators’ demands,

following nearly a week of violent unrest that left at

least ten people dead and dozens injured. The

protests, which began on September 29, were led by

the Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee

(JAAC), a coalition of traders, civil groups, and rights

activists. They had paralyzed daily life across the

region, shutting down schools, transport, and

businesses, while authorities imposed internet and

telecom restrictions to curb reporting. [Reuters 1]

The demonstrators had demanded an end to “elite

privileges” for politicians and bureaucrats, abolition of

twelve reserved legislative seats for Kashmiri migrants

from India, and royalty payments for local hydropower

projects. They also called for greater government

spending on public welfare rather than bureaucratic

perks. Under the agreement reached on October 4,

Islamabad pledged more funding for education,

healthcare, and electricity infrastructure, including PKR

10 billion (USD 35 million) to upgrade power supplies.

[Reuters 2] [DAWN 1]

The unrest marked one of the most serious waves of

dissent in AJK in years. Clashes between protesters and

security forces left seven civilians and three police

officers dead, while a police raid on the National Press

Club in Islamabad during a JAAC demonstration drew

widespread condemnation after journalists were

beaten and facilities vandalized. The Pakistan Federal

Union of Journalists (PFUJ) denounced the incident as

an unprecedented assault on press freedom,

prompting an official inquiry and a government
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apology. [DAWN 2] [The Express Tribune] [Arab News

1]

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif dispatched a high-level

delegation, including senior ministers and former

regional leaders, to Muzaffarabad to negotiate with

protest leaders. The eventual deal ended the

“lockdown” announced by JAAC leader Shaukat Nawaz

Mir. Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah confirmed the

agreement and pledged follow-up measures to

address local grievances. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Government faces domestic

backlash over Gaza flotilla raid and

support for Trump’s peace plan

(lm) Pakistan has entered a period of intense

diplomatic activity and domestic unrest following

Israel’s interception of the Global Sumud Flotilla, a

humanitarian convoy carrying aid to Gaza, and

Islamabad’s simultaneous endorsement of U.S.

President Donald Trump’s 20-point Gaza peace plan.

The Global Sumud Flotilla, consisting of more than 40

civilian vessels and over 500 parliamentarians, lawyers,

and activists from 44 countries, was intercepted by

Israeli naval forces as it attempted to breach the

blockade of Gaza to deliver food and medicine. Among

those detained was former Pakistani senator Mushtaq

Ahmed Khan, whose participation drew particular

attention in Pakistan. The Pakistani Foreign Office later

confirmed that he is in Israeli custody but in good

health, adding that Islamabad is working through a

European intermediary to secure his release. [Arab

News 1] [Arab News 2]

The flotilla’s interception triggered widespread

protests across Pakistan, with demonstrations erupting

in Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar, Quetta, and

Faisalabad. Protesters waved Palestinian flags and

demanded immediate diplomatic intervention to free

the detainees. The Islamist party Jamaat-e-Islami (JI),

which counted Khan among its members, organized

rallies and announced plans for a mass march in

Karachi on October 5. Civil society groups joined the

call, framing the incident as part of a broader struggle

for Palestinian sovereignty and humanitarian justice.

[Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

Meanwhile, Islamabad’s participation alongside seven

Arab states in backing Trump’s Gaza peace proposal—

which calls for a ceasefire, the release of hostages, a

phased Israeli withdrawal, and the creation of a

technocratic Palestinian administration—has provoked
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political backlash at home. Opposition parties,

including the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and Jamiat

Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F), accused the government of

capitulating to U.S. and Israeli pressure. Analysts

warned that the issue could fuel mass mobilization,

given the depth of public sentiment for the Palestinian

cause.

Foreign Minister Dar has suggested Pakistan may

consider contributing troops to a Muslim-led

peacekeeping mission in Gaza under UN auspices, in

coordination with Saudi Arabia and Indonesia, though

no decision has yet been made. [Nikkei Asia]

Pakistan: Sewer deaths expose ongoing

dangers of manual scavenging

(my) Three sanitation workers, including a father and

his teenage son, died in Karachi after inhaling toxic

gases while cleaning a sewer without protective

equipment — underscoring the continued practice of

manual scavenging despite existing bans.

The case highlights a broader nationwide problem:

around 100 sanitation workers die each year in

Pakistan, roughly 30 in Karachi alone, as thousands

continue to clean sewers manually in unsafe

conditions. Most belong to marginalized Christian

communities, who remain overrepresented in

sanitation work due to systemic discrimination and

limited job alternatives.

Rights groups have renewed calls for the government

to enforce safety regulations and modernize waste

management systems, arguing that the lack of

mechanization and oversight continues to make

sanitation work one of the country’s most dangerous

forms of labor. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Nationwide anti-polio campaign

to vaccinate 45 million children amid

renewed outbreak

(lm) Pakistan will launch a nationwide anti-polio

campaign from October 13 to 19, targeting over 45

million children under the age of five, according to the

National Emergency Operations Center (NEOC). The

effort follows a resurgence of poliovirus, with 29 new

cases confirmed so far this year—compared with 74 in

2024 and six in 2023—marking a major setback to

eradication efforts.
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More than 400,000 health workers will conduct door-

to-door vaccinations, with each child receiving both the

oral polio vaccine and an additional vitamin A

supplement to strengthen immunity. Pakistan remains,

alongside Afghanistan, one of only two countries

where polio remains endemic.

Officials say challenges persist due to misinformation,

vaccine refusals, and security threats to vaccination

teams in remote areas, where workers often require

police escorts. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Solar-powered irrigation fuels

groundwater depletion in Punjab

(my) Pakistan’s rapid expansion of solar-powered tube

wells has improved irrigation efficiency and reduced

fuel costs but is now driving severe groundwater

depletion, particularly in Punjab province, one of the

world’s most water-stressed regions.

Between 2023 and 2025, rice cultivation increased by

30 percent while maize acreage fell by 10 percent,

largely due to the affordability and reliability of solar-

powered irrigation. The country now operates an

estimated 650,000 solar tube wells, many replacing

diesel and grid-powered pumps.

Authorities claim overall water use has remained

stable, but field data shows water tables dropping

below 60 feet in some districts, with depletion zones

more than doubling since 2020. Experts warn that

without well mapping, extraction monitoring, and

stronger governance of groundwater use, Pakistan’s

agricultural productivity and food security could face

long-term risks.

Punjab has launched aquifer recharge projects and

efforts to rehabilitate old canal systems, but specialists

say these measures are insufficient without

comprehensive regulation to balance renewable

energy expansion with water sustainability. [The

Express Tribune] [Reuters]

Pakistan: New gas find in Sindh and US

joint venture revive hopes for energy

security

(my) Pakistan has announced two major energy

developments as it struggles with declining reserves

and costly fuel imports. The state-owned Oil & Gas
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Development Company Limited (OGDCL) reported a

new discovery of natural gas and condensate in Sindh’s

Khairpur district, with production tests indicating a

potential yield of 22.5 million standard cubic feet of gas

and 690 barrels of condensate per day. Officials said

the well, drilled under the Bitrism East-1 license, could

meaningfully support domestic supply and reduce

reliance on imports, which cost the country over USD

15 billion annually. [Arab News]

In parallel, a long-dormant oil and gas block in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa’s Peshawar region is being revived

through a joint venture between US-based Hycarbex-

American Energy and Pakistani firms Mari Energies and

Fatima Petroleum. The project, backed by Petroleum

Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik, is one of the most significant

recent US participations in Pakistan’s upstream energy

sector. Hycarbex pledged continued investment,

noting it is already working on three other exploration

blocks in the country.

The initiatives come amid broader US–Pakistan

cooperation on energy, trade, and critical minerals,

with officials in both capitals framing these projects as

steps toward reducing shortages, improving industrial

output, and drawing long-term foreign capital into

Pakistan’s energy sector. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Default risk drops sharply amid

IMF-backed reforms but fiscal challenges

persist

(lm/as/my) Pakistan’s economy is showing early signs

of stabilization under its USD 7 billion International

Monetary Fund (IMF) program, even as fiscal

challenges persist due to tax revenue shortfalls and

flood-related damages.

According to Bloomberg data cited by Finance Adviser

Khurram Schehzad, Pakistan has recorded one of the

steepest declines in sovereign default risk among

emerging markets, second only to Türkiye. The

country’s Credit Default Swap–implied default

probability fell by 22 percent—or 2,200 basis points—

between June 2024 and September 2025, reflecting

improved investor confidence and macroeconomic

recovery. Schehzad credited this to structural reforms,

timely debt servicing, and credit rating upgrades from

S&P, Fitch, and Moody’s, all of which suggest Pakistan

is gradually rebuilding its financial credibility. [Arab

News 1]

At a high-level meeting in Islamabad, Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif urged the private sector to lead
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economic growth, emphasizing that sustainable

recovery depends on market-driven investment rather

than state spending. The meeting, attended by Deputy

Prime Minister Ishaq Dar and Chief of Army Staff Field

Marshal Asim Munir, reviewed strategies to attract

foreign direct investment, expand infrastructure and

energy projects, and align governance reforms with

IMF benchmarks. [Arab News 2]

Despite these positive indicators, Pakistan faces

significant fiscal pressure. The Federal Board of

Revenue (FBR) collected PKR 2.885 trillion (USD 10.19

billion) in the first quarter of fiscal year 2025–2026,

missing both its PKR 3.083 trillion (USD 10.88 billion)

target and the IMF’s benchmark of PKR 3.023 trillion

(USD 10.67 billion). The PKR 198 billion (USD 699

million) shortfall coincided with a sharp decline in tax

return filings—just over four million returns compared

to 7.7 million last year. The FBR has extended filing

deadlines and introduced enforcement measures such

as penalties for non-filers and restrictions on certain

transactions [The Express Tribune]

During the IMF’s second review mission, Finance

Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb acknowledged the

difficulties in achieving the revenue target, citing legal

disputes, slower economic growth, and reversed tax

measures following business protests. He warned that

additional taxation worth PKR 400–500 billion (USD

1.41–1.76 billion) may be needed if enforcement

measures fail to close the gap.

At the same time, Islamabad is seeking IMF flexibility

under its Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF)

following the 2025 monsoon floods, which caused USD

1.31 billion in losses and damaged 2.5 million acres of

farmland. The IMF has reportedly shown willingness to

accommodate the government’s relief measures.

Pakistan also plans to issue its first-ever Panda bond, a

yuan-denominated debt instrument, to attract Chinese

investors and diversify funding sources.

Remittances from overseas Pakistanis are projected to

reach USD 43 billion this fiscal year, easing pressure on

the external account and helping keep the current

account deficit below USD 1 billion. Meanwhile, the

government is advancing climate resilience initiatives,

including crop insurance, electricity subsidies in flood-

hit areas, and climate-adaptive seed programs. [Arab

News3] [Arab News 4] [Profit by Pakistan Today]

Pakistan: Future of PIA-owned Roosevelt

Hotel in New York remains undecided

amid privatization drive

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-wt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-wd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-wd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-wh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-wk/


(lm) The Pakistan government has said that no final

decision has been made on whether to demolish the

Roosevelt Hotel, a century-old property in New York

owned by Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), amid

ongoing efforts to privatize loss-making state assets

under the International Monetary Fund (IMF) program.

Privatization adviser Muhammad Ali said reports

suggesting the hotel would be razed to build a

skyscraper were “not yet confirmed.” He noted that

Islamabad was also reviewing the feasibility of

continuing operations under a joint venture model, in

which Pakistan would contribute the land and an

international partner would provide the investment

capital. A final decision is expected after the

appointment of a new financial adviser later this

month.

The government plans to complete the hotel’s

privatization this year as part of its broader IMF-backed

restructuring of state-owned enterprises. The Cabinet

Committee on Privatization has approved a joint

venture structure to “maximize long-term value” and

minimize fiscal exposure. Seven consortiums—

including Citi Bank, Morgan Stanley, and Savills—have

submitted bids to act as financial advisers after the

previous adviser, Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL), withdrew

due to a conflict of interest.

Officials say that once a new adviser is selected, a

technical feasibility study will determine whether to

redevelop, sell, or retain the property. The decision will

then require approval from the federal cabinet.

The privatization of the Roosevelt Hotel is part of Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s wider push to reform or

divest state enterprises, a key condition for unlocking

future IMF loan tranches under the USD 7 billion

program. The move comes as Pakistan continues talks

with the IMF mission in Islamabad for the release of its

next USD 1 billion installment. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Economic body amends barter

trade system with Afghanistan, Iran, and

Russia

(my) Pakistan’s Economic Coordination Committee

(ECC) has approved amendments to the business-to-

business barter trade mechanism with Afghanistan,

Iran, and Russia. The revised framework is intended to

facilitate direct exchanges of goods, bypassing hard

currency settlements that are constrained by Western

sanctions on Iran and Russia and by Pakistan’s own

dollar shortages.
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Barter arrangements allow Pakistan to trade rice,

textiles, and surgical equipment in return for oil,

wheat, fertilizers, machinery, and, in Afghanistan’s

case, coal, fruits, and vegetables. Officials described

the move as a practical tool to ease pressure on

foreign reserves while maintaining access to essential

imports.

The ECC session, chaired by Finance Minister

Muhammad Aurangzeb, also considered financial

support for the Roosevelt Hotel in New York, a century-

old property owned by Pakistan International Airlines

and viewed as one of the country’s most valuable

foreign assets. The hotel’s lease with New York City was

recently terminated, and international consortia have

submitted bids to advise the government on its

planned privatization. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Militant violence surges to

decade high amid intensified

counterinsurgency in border provinces

(as/lm) Pakistan is facing its deadliest year in a decade,

with militant attacks and counterterrorism operations

escalating sharply across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

and Balochistan — two restive provinces bordering

Afghanistan and Iran, respectively. According to the

Center for Research and Security Studies (CRSS),

militant incidents rose by 46 percent in the third

quarter of 2025, with 901 people killed and nearly 600

injured in 329 attacks between July and September.

The overall death toll for the year has already

surpassed 2,400, placing 2025 on track to exceed the

levels of violence seen during the height of the

insurgency between 2009 and 2014. [Arab News 1]

KP, a mountainous province in northwestern Pakistan

bordering Afghanistan, has long served as a focal point

of militant activity. The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP) remains the main threat there, carrying out

ambushes and attacks on security posts. Earlier this

week, authorities imposed a partial curfew in South

Waziristan following a militant assault that killed 12

soldiers and injured four others. The attack, along with

a recent strike on a joint police–Federal Constabulary

checkpoint in Dara Adam Khel, underscores the TTP’s

growing operational reach since the breakdown of its

truce with Islamabad in 2022. [Arab News 2] [Arab

News 3]

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest but least populated

province, lies in the southwest bordering Iran and

Afghanistan. It has witnessed a parallel escalation in

separatist violence. Security forces have intensified
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operations in Khuzdar and Kech districts, killing at least

14 militants and arresting several others allegedly

linked to India-backed networks. Officials said four

suspects tied to the so-called Fitna al-Hindustan group

were captured while disguised as women, with arms

recovered. The Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) continues

to target security personnel and infrastructure,

particularly projects tied to the China–Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC). [Arab News 4] [Arab News

5] [ISPR]

The violence spike follows a suicide bombing at the

Frontier Corps headquarters in Quetta in late

September that killed at least ten people. Pakistani

forces have since stepped up intelligence-driven

counterinsurgency raids, focusing on disrupting

militant supply lines and cross-border infiltration

routes from Afghanistan — which Islamabad accuses

of providing sanctuary to militants, a claim Kabul

denies.

Pakistan: Sindh police arrest 60 in

crackdown on student drug networks

(lm) Police in Sindh, Pakistan’s second-most populous

province and home to the city of Karachi, have

arrested more than 60 suspected traffickers operating

near schools, colleges, and universities, targeting 69

networks identified as active around campuses.

Authorities shut down 27 drug dens and detained 38

suspects tied to online distribution through apps and

courier services.

Officials said narcotics worth PKR 5 million (USD

17,500) were seized in high-profile arrests, including

the son of a prominent actor accused of supplying

students. The operation follows the murder of a

Karachi student earlier this year, which exposed

organized drug rings in elite student circles.

Surveys indicate 44 percent of Pakistani university

students use drugs, and one in five schoolchildren has

tried narcotics. Police say methamphetamine,

cannabis, and synthetic pills are most common, with

some networks linked to terror financing.

The Inspector General of Police announced the next

phase will focus on prosecutable cases, freezing assets,

and preventing bail for major dealers. Officers who fail

to properly investigate will face disciplinary action.

Rights advocates argue that arrests alone will not curb

addiction. They point to 1,200 children aged six to

twelve starting smoking every day, feeding into later
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drug use. Families report repeated relapses despite

rehabilitation due to the ease of campus access. [Arab

News]

Seychelles: Presidential runoff enters final

stage after opposition parliamentary

victory

(lm) eychelles heads into the final phase of its general

election, with a three-day presidential runoff from

October 9 to 11 set to determine whether the Indian

Ocean archipelago will enter a period of unified or

divided government. The runoff follows an inconclusive

first round on September 27, where Patrick Herminie

of United Seychelles (US) led with 48.8 percent, narrowly

ahead of President Wavel Ramkalawan of Linyon

Demokratik Seselwa (LDS) with 46.4 percent, short of the

majority needed for an outright win.

Meanwhile, United Seychelles secured a legislative

majority in the National Assembly, winning 15

constituency seats and four proportional seats, while

LDS captured 11 constituency seats and four

proportional seats. The result ended LDS’s

parliamentary dominance and gives Herminie’s party

control of the legislature for the next five years — a

development that will significantly shape governance

regardless of who wins the presidency. If Herminie

prevails, his party will control both the executive and

legislative branches; if Ramkalawan wins reelection,

Seychelles will face a divided government requiring

close negotiation and coalition-building.

Campaigning has intensified in recent days, with

Herminie and his running mate Sebastien Pillay calling

for unity and turnout at a major rally in Gordon

Square, backed by former presidential candidate Ralph

Volcère’s endorsement. Herminie’s campaign centers

on rising living costs, corruption, and drug abuse —

issues resonating with much of the electorate.

Ramkalawan, seeking a second term, is emphasizing

economic recovery, fiscal stability, and infrastructure

investment after Seychelles’ post-pandemic rebound,

which saw GDP growth of 5.8 percent and foreign

reserves reaching USD 800 million (SCR 11.2 billion).

[The Seychelles Nation 1] [The Seychelles Nation 2]

The runoff follows an election season dominated by

public debate over Assumption Island, where a

controversial USD 20 million (SCR 281 million) tourism

project involving a Qatari investment group has split

public opinion over environmental protection versus

economic development. The issue, alongside

contrasting economic visions and governance records,
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continues to shape voter sentiment as Seychelles

heads into the final days before polling begins. [AiR No.

39, September/2025, 5]

Sri Lanka: Opposition urges government

to hold provincial elections under

proportional representation

(lm) Sri Lanka’s main opposition party, the Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), has called on the government to

hold long-delayed Provincial Council elections under

the proportional representation (PR) system and to

abolish the Executive Presidency. SJB General Secretary

Ranjith Madduma Bandara said that a simple

parliamentary majority would be sufficient to approve

legislation enabling PR-based elections, making it

possible to proceed without delay. He reiterated the

party’s support for constitutional reforms to end the

Executive Presidency, emphasizing that the

government must fulfill its commitments to democratic

reform and decentralization. [Daily Mirror]

Provincial Councils were introduced under the 13th

Amendment to the Constitution in 1987 as part of the

Indo-Lanka Accord, aimed at devolving power to the

provinces. The last elections were held in 2014, and all

councils have since remained dissolved. The Executive

Presidency, established in 1978, grants extensive

powers to the head of state, including authority over

the cabinet and the ability to dissolve Parliament — a

structure critics have long argued undermines

parliamentary democracy.

Sri Lanka: Former army chief calls for

probe into alleged wartime political deals

with LTTE

(lm) Sri Lanka’s former army commander and ex-

parliamentarian Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, who led

the final military campaign against the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 2009, has called for an

independent commission to investigate alleged secret

deals between past political leaders and the LTTE

during the closing phase of the civil war. Speaking at a

public meeting in Matara, Fonseka alleged that former

President Mahinda Rajapaksa, who was in office during

the war’s final years, ordered a ceasefire in early 2009

to enable senior LTTE figures to escape and paid USD 3

million (LKR 882 million) to the group to suppress Tamil

voter turnout in the 2005 presidential election. [Daily

Mirror]
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Fonseka’s renewed allegations reflect a long and bitter

political rift with the Rajapaksa family. After the war’s

end, Fonseka entered politics and ran against Mahinda

Rajapaksa in the 2010 presidential election, shortly

after which he was arrested, court-martialed, and

imprisoned on charges widely regarded as politically

motivated.

Fonseka’s latest claims revisit two controversial

historical points: an officially declared 48-hour

“humanitarian pause” in April 2009—verified but

disputed in intent—and the LTTE’s enforced boycott of

Tamil-majority areas during the 2005 vote, which

contributed to Rajapaksa’s election victory. U.S.

diplomatic cables later confirmed that Mahinda

Rajapaksa’s brother, Basil, had pre-election contact

with the LTTE, though no financial transaction was

verified.

Sri Lanka: Customs under scrutiny after

committee finds unlawful release of high-

risk containers

(lm) A presidentially appointed inquiry committee has

concluded that Sri Lanka Customs acted unlawfully in

January 2025 when it released 309 high-risk “red-

flagged” shipping containers without physical

inspection, bypassing legally mandated clearance

procedures. The containers, originally reported as 323,

were freed under a discretionary order by the Director

General of Customs, who cited the need to ease severe

port congestion.

According to the committee’s report, the decision

violated the Customs Ordinance and the Risk

Management System (RMS) established in 2021 under

departmental order No. 1531, which classifies imports

by risk level and requires physical or scan inspections

for “red” containers. The investigators found that 151

red-flagged containers were released without any

physical checks, while 158 yellow-flagged containers,

meant for lower-risk treatment, were also cleared

without authorization. The committee concluded that

this action compromised state revenue, national

security, and public health and eroded public

confidence in the customs system.

The report further noted that the internal committee

that ordered the releases had acted outside its

mandate, and that its supervisory mechanisms were

ineffective — only one member participated in

releasing the containers. The inquiry also raised

concerns about inadequate risk assessment, lack of

transparency, and possible procedural manipulation,



recommending an internal investigation and forensic

audit to determine losses or irregularities.

Customs officials justified the move under Section 2 of

the Customs Ordinance, which gives the Director

General broad supervisory authority, but the

committee ruled that those powers do not extend to

waiving mandatory inspections. Legal precedents cited

in the report, including Janath Withanage v. Pujitha

Jayasundara (2019), affirm that releasing high-risk

cargo without inspection constitutes a serious

dereliction of duty.

The Director General of Customs, Seevali Arukgoda,

said an investigation was ongoing and denied having

received the committee’s report. The findings have

intensified public concern over institutional

accountability and oversight in one of Sri Lanka’s most

revenue-critical agencies. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President signals openness to

further Penal Code revisions

(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has

indicated that additional amendments to Sri Lanka’s

Penal Code could be introduced if deemed necessary,

emphasizing that the government’s legal reforms are

aimed at serving the public interest rather than

political or personal gain. Speaking in Kandy during a

religious ceremony, the president said the current

Penal Code amendments, already drafted and

submitted to Parliament, have yet to be passed. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government rejects claims of

sharp rise in presidential spending for

2026

(lm) The Finance Ministry has denied reports

suggesting a threefold increase in President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake’s expenditure allocation in the

2026 Appropriation Bill, clarifying that the comparison

was based on incorrect data.

Labour and Deputy Economic Development Minister

Anil Jayantha explained that while some media cited

LKR 2.9 billion (USD 9.6 million) as the 2025 allocation,

the actual figure was LKR 9 billion (USD 29.9 million), as

supplementary funding for the Clean Sri Lanka Project

and research and development initiatives had already

been approved.
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For 2026, the total allocation amounts to LKR 11.37

billion (USD 37.8 million), covering recurrent and

capital expenditures, including staff salaries at the

Presidential Secretariat and national projects.

Recurrent expenses rose from LKR 2.55 billion (USD 8.5

million) to LKR 2.67 billion (USD 8.9 million), reflecting

wage adjustments, while capital expenditure increased

from LKR 6.45 billion (USD 21.4 million) to LKR 8.71

billion (USD 28.9 million) due to continued funding for

environmental and innovation programs. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Opposition accuses government

of planning to abolish Aswesuma welfare

scheme

(lm) Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa has accused

the government of seeking to abolish Aswesuma, Sri

Lanka’s flagship social security program launched to

support low-income households. Speaking at a public

gathering in Thalawa, Anuradhapura, Premadasa

argued that the initiative has failed to achieve its core

objectives of poverty reduction, investment promotion,

savings generation, and productivity enhancement.

He contended that rather than reforming and

strengthening the program, the government appears

intent on dismantling it entirely, warning that such a

move would further weaken social protection at a time

of continued economic hardship.

Aswesuma, introduced in 2023, was designed to

replace previous welfare schemes and target

assistance more efficiently through digital registration

and income verification systems. However, it has faced

persistent criticism over delayed disbursements,

inconsistent beneficiary selection, and limited poverty

alleviation outcomes. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ruling alliance denies links to

arrested criminal figure, threatens legal

action over false claims

(lm) The National People’s Power (NPP) has denied

allegations that President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

and senior party members visited or dined at the

home of “Puwakdandawe Sana,” a recently arrested

criminal suspect.

Deputy Minister Ruwan Senarath said neither the

President nor any NPP leader had any contact with the

individual and described the claim as “a deliberate
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attempt to mislead the public.” The NPP announced

plans to pursue legal action for defamation and urged

the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) to

investigate the source of the false statements. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Anti-corruption drive targets

former president’s circle as new asset

seizure law takes effect

(lm) Sri Lanka’s newly strengthened anti-corruption

framework is tightening scrutiny on assets and

privileges linked to former officials, including members

of ex-president Mahinda Rajapaksa’s entourage. The

Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or

Corruption (CIABOC) has arrested Neville Wanni

Arachchi, Rajapaksa’s former chief security officer, on

charges of amassing illicit assets valued at more than

LKR 28 million (USD 95,000). He was taken into custody

after appearing before the commission to give a

statement and has been remanded until October 17 by

the Colombo Magistrate’s Court. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily

Mirror 2]

The arrest is one of the first high-profile cases under

the Proceeds of Crime Act, which came into force on

June 1, 2025. The Act allows authorities to seize

unlawfully acquired assets even without a criminal

conviction, provided the owner cannot prove a

legitimate source of income. CIABOC officials said at

least four investigations are already underway,

covering properties such as hotels and houses

allegedly linked to public officials. The law shifts the

burden of proof to suspects and enables faster

recovery of illicit wealth. Transparency International Sri

Lanka has welcomed the move as a long-overdue step

toward dismantling entrenched corruption networks

and improving international cooperation on asset

recovery. [Daily Mirror 3]

In parallel, authorities are increasing scrutiny of

privileges and public assets associated with former

leaders. Government officials confirmed that

Rajapaksa has not yet formally handed over his official

residence on Wijerama Mawatha in Colombo, despite

having vacated it three weeks earlier. The Ministry of

Public Administration is expected to reclaim the

property under new regulations abolishing certain

privileges previously granted to former presidents.

[Daily Mirror 4]

Deputy Labour Minister Mahinda Jayasinghe

meanwhile stated that the government stands ready to

provide security to Rajapaksa if he requests it following
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a threat assessment, after his office returned the state-

issued bulletproof vehicle earlier this month. He also

criticized the former president’s past spending, saying

billions of rupees in public funds had been used

unnecessarily. [Daily Mirror 5] [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Bribery Commission

investigates energy minister and warns

media against misinformation

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Commission to Investigate Allegations

of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) has confirmed that it

is investigating Energy Minister Kumara Jayakody over

the alleged misappropriation of about LKR 8 million

(USD 27,000) during his tenure at the Fertiliser

Corporation in 2015. CIABOC Director General Ranga

Dissanayake said the case remains under legal review

and that any decision to prosecute will depend on the

outcome of the Commission’s deliberations. If

pursued, it would be the first bribery case involving a

cabinet minister under the current National People’s

Power (NPP) government.

Dissanayake also criticized the leak of confidential case

information to the media, warning that such

disclosures could obstruct due process and may

themselves warrant investigation. He rejected claims of

political bias, stressing his judicial background and

asserting that the Commission operates independently

and without partisan affiliation. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily

Mirror 2]

In a related development, CIABOC issued a separate

public statement warning that it will take legal action

under the 2023 Anti-Corruption Act against individuals

or organizations spreading false or misleading claims

about its work. The Commission said certain actors

with vested interests were using traditional and social

media to undermine its credibility and distract public

attention from ongoing high-profile corruption cases.

[Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Government moves to outlaw

corporal punishment of children

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Women and Child Affairs

has submitted a bill to Parliament seeking to amend

the Penal Code to prohibit corporal punishment of

children, marking a significant step toward aligning

national law with international child protection

standards.
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According to the Education Ministry, formal guidance

for schools and teachers will be issued only after

Parliament concludes its review and adopts the

proposed amendment. The move follows years of

advocacy by rights groups urging Sri Lanka to establish

clear legal safeguards against physical punishment in

homes and schools, where disciplinary practices have

often lacked consistent regulation. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Over 8,000 child protection

complaints highlight weak coordination

and enforcement gaps

(lm) The National Child Protection Authority (NCPA) has

recorded over 8,000 child-related complaints

nationwide, revealing serious shortcomings in Sri

Lanka’s child protection system. Officials

acknowledged that despite existing mechanisms

across government and non-governmental institutions,

poor coordination and weak enforcement continue to

hinder effective responses.

The National Child Protection Policy, designed to

create a unified framework for safeguarding children,

remains unevenly implemented. The NCPA warned

that this institutional fragmentation allows cases of

abuse, neglect, and exploitation to persist without

timely intervention.

Authorities also reported a surge in online sexual

exploitation, with nearly 100,000 nude images of

children from Sri Lanka detected on the dark web and

deep web. The NCPA urged stronger digital

surveillance and cross-border cooperation to combat

online child abuse networks.

Citing Sri Lanka’s obligations under the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), officials

called for urgent legal and institutional reforms to

close protection gaps and ensure accountability across

agencies. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Health Ministry clarifies scope

of new sexual health clinic after

misleading post

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Health Ministry has dismissed reports

that a newly launched facility at the National Hospital

in Kandy was an exclusive “LGBTQIA+ Sexual Wellbeing

Clinic.” Officials said the misleading social media post

that made this claim created confusion about the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ykh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-ykk/


clinic’s purpose and that the doctor responsible had

been reprimanded.

The ministry clarified that the clinic is open to all

individuals, not limited to any community, and aims to

promote accessible, comprehensive sexual health

services for anyone seeking guidance or treatment.

The initiative was described as a “one-stop center” for

sexual wellbeing and preventive care, designed to

address a broad range of issues rather than cater to a

specific demographic. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government advances energy

sector revival with offshore exploration

and refinery expansion

(lm) Sri Lanka is moving to expand its energy sector

through parallel initiatives in offshore oil and gas

exploration and the modernization of its only

petroleum refinery.

The government is finalizing the selection of a

marketing consultant to initiate international bidding

for commercial extraction in the Mannar Basin, where

oil and gas resources valued at USD 267 billion have

been identified. Four offshore blocks will be opened

for investment, with companies from India and Qatar

already expressing interest. The effort builds on the

2020 National Policy on Natural Gas and the Petroleum

Resources Act No. 21 of 2021, which established the

Petroleum Development Authority of Sri Lanka (PDASL)

as an independent upstream regulator. The move

follows earlier exploration in the basin by Cairn India

Limited and its subsidiary Cairn Lanka, which

discovered natural gas in 2011 but deferred extraction

due to high costs. [Daily Mirror 1]

Simultaneously, the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation

(CPC) has received 20 expressions of interest (EOIs)

from international companies—including from China,

the United States, Japan, and the United Arab Emirates

—to invest in the long-delayed expansion of the

Sapugaskanda oil refinery, Sri Lanka’s only refining

facility. The proposed upgrade seeks to double refining

capacity from 50,000 to 100,000 barrels per day,

strengthening national energy security and enabling

regional exports of refined products such as bunker

fuel, jet fuel, lubricants, and petrochemicals. The

government plans to retain a major ownership stake in

the project while ensuring strategic and technological

benefits through foreign participation. [Daily Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: World Bank urges urgent

energy sector reforms as electricity

workers’ protest causes nationwide

outages

(ss) Sri Lanka’s electricity system is buckling under a

dual strain of structural inefficiency and labor unrest.

The World Bank has warned that the country’s power

prices remain far higher than in neighboring

economies because of outdated transmission

networks, distorted pricing, and misdirected subsidies

—problems it says are undermining fiscal stability and

competitiveness. It urged Colombo to overhaul subsidy

structures, improve governance, and invest in cleaner,

more efficient generation to prevent further

deterioration. [Ada Derena]

At the same time, nationwide power outages continue

as technicians of the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB)—

the state utility overseeing generation and distribution

—extend their month-long work-to-rule protest. More

than 30,000 breakdowns have been reported amid

heavy rains, with repair times stretching far beyond

normal levels. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Post-crisis fiscal recovery gains

pace but long-term debt and reform risks

persist

(lm) Sri Lanka’s post-crisis fiscal recovery has drawn

cautious optimism from international institutions, as

improved revenues and reserve levels signal progress

under the USD 2.9 billion International Monetary Fund

(IMF) program. Yet both Fitch Ratings and the World

Bank have warned that without deeper structural

reform, the country could face renewed fiscal and debt

pressures after 2027.

Fitch Ratings reported that the government’s fiscal

performance has strengthened markedly, projecting

average primary surpluses of 2.7 percent of gross

domestic product (GDP) between 2025 and 2027—up

from a 5.7 percent deficit in 2021. Government

revenues rose 27 percent year-on-year in the first

seven months of 2025, lifting foreign reserves to USD

6.2 billion, compared to just USD 1.9 billion at the peak

of the 2022 financial crisis. The overall deficit is

expected to narrow from 6.7 percent of GDP in 2025 to

4.2 percent by 2027, driven by tax recovery and

restrained spending.

However, Fitch cautioned that the island’s debt

sustainability remains fragile. Gross public debt is
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forecast at 96 percent of GDP in 2027—far above the

74 percent median for similarly rated peers—while

interest payments are expected to consume nearly half

of government revenue. The agency also warned that

repayments on macro-linked bonds will rise sharply

after 2028, increasing both principal and coupon

obligations. Despite forecasts of steady growth—4.4

percent in 2025, easing to 3.6 percent by 2027—and

reserves expected to reach USD 6.4 billion by end-

2025, the report highlighted persistent governance

constraints, ranking Sri Lanka in the 38th percentile

globally for political stability, rule of law, and

corruption control. [Daily Mirror 1]

In parallel, the World Bank, following high-level

meetings with Sri Lanka’s parliamentary finance

oversight committees, has pressed for urgent reforms

in fiscal management, energy pricing, and public-sector

efficiency. It emphasized that the country’s electricity

costs remain among the highest in South Asia,

undermining competitiveness, and called for tariff

restructuring, improved energy governance, and

investment in efficiency and renewables. The Bank also

urged rightsizing of the public sector—one of the

region’s largest but least productive—and proposed

expanding public–private partnerships (PPPs) as an

alternative to full privatization, particularly in

infrastructure and service delivery. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Chinese EXIM Bank raises loan

rate for expressway project, prompting

calls for renegotiation

(lm) The Export-Import Bank of China has increased

the interest rate for its loan financing the Kadawatha–

Mirigama section of Sri Lanka’s Central Expressway

from 2.5 percent to 3.5 percent, drawing concern from

the parliamentary Committee on Public Finance

(COPF). The committee, chaired by opposition

lawmaker Harsha de Silva, urged the government to

reopen negotiations with the Chinese lender to avoid

unfavorable debt conditions.

Officials from the Ministry of Transport, Highways, and

Ports told the committee that the EXIM Bank would

provide a loan of about USD 500 million for the 36.5-

kilometer expressway section, but that the bank had

refused to maintain the initially proposed fixed rate of

2.5 percent, instead offering a floating rate capped at

3.5 percent. The officials indicated that further

discussions with EXIM Bank are planned to seek better

terms.
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The COPF also reviewed a supplementary budget

request under the Ministry of Transport, Highways,

Ports, and Civil Aviation to settle part of the Road

Development Authority’s outstanding loans. The

authority owes more than LKR 310 billion (USD 1.05

billion) to local banks, and the ministry seeks

parliamentary approval to allocate LKR 36 billion (USD

120 million) toward repayments.

Separately, the State Debt Management Office

reported that Sri Lanka’s foreign debt obligations total

USD 37 billion, while domestic debt stands at LKR 19.6

trillion (USD 66 billion). Committee members

expressed concern over the lack of precise data on

loan instalments due this year and called for more

qualified staff within the debt management office to

strengthen oversight of loan negotiations and

repayment planning. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Country grapples with widening

narcotics crisis

(lm) Sri Lanka is grappling with a widening narcotics

crisis marked by record drug seizures, stalled legal

reforms, and severe prison overcrowding.

Although the government has pledged to introduce

laws allowing the immediate destruction of seized

narcotics in the presence of a judicial officer, the

measure remains unimplemented as it undergoes

review by the Ministry of Justice, the Attorney General’s

Department, and the Legal Draftsman’s Department.

Meanwhile, drug trafficking and consumption continue

to rise sharply. Police data show that in the first nine

months of 2025 alone, authorities confiscated 1,248

kilograms of heroin and 1,852 kilograms of crystal

methamphetamine—well above 2024 levels.

The failure to adopt swift destruction procedures has

forced law enforcement agencies to store large

volumes of seized narcotics for prolonged periods. In

April 2025, officials destroyed 494 kilograms of heroin

valued at over LKR 10 billion (USD 33.3 million), seized

in earlier operations by the Police Narcotics Bureau

and the Sri Lanka Navy. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, rising addiction rates have

intensified overcrowding across the country’s 36

prisons, which now hold around 34,000 inmates

despite being built for only 12,000. According to the

Bureau of Rehabilitation, drug-related offences

account for roughly 60 percent of the prison

population, with many inmates repeatedly cycling

through arrest, addiction, and incarceration. The

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-yud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-yuh/


Bureau, which runs rehabilitation centers in

Kandakadu, Senapura, and Vavuniya with a combined

capacity of 1,120 individuals, has urged courts to

assign addicts to treatment programs rather than

prison sentences to alleviate congestion.

Civil society organizations, including the Committee for

Protecting Rights of Prisoners (CPRP), have criticized

the existing punitive framework as outdated and

counterproductive. They argue that military-style

rehabilitation fails to address addiction as a public

health issue and have called for comprehensive

reforms emphasizing medical care, counseling,

vocational training, and post-release reintegration,

citing Australia’s aftercare model as a potential

reference. [Daily Mirror 2]
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Brunei: GDP declines 3.2 percent in Q2

2025

(ga) Brunei’s gross domestic product (GDP) contracted

in the second quarter of 2025, reflecting weaker

performance in both the oil and gas and non-oil and

gas sectors.

At constant 2010 prices, the GDP fell by 3.2 percent

year-on-year compared to Q2 2024, following a 1.4

percent decline in Q1 2025. On a quarter-on-quarter

basis, GDP decreased by 1.7 percent after growing 2.0

percent in the previous quarter. At current prices, the

GDP was valued at BND 5 billion (USD 3.9 billion).
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The oil and gas sector, which accounted for 45.8

percent of GDP, contracted by 5.6 percent compared

to Q2 2024 due to declines in crude oil, natural gas,

and liquefied natural gas (LNG) production. Meanwhile,

the non-oil and gas sector shrank by 1.1 percent,

mainly affected by lower output in manufacturing,

wholesale and retail trade, and construction.

Quarter-on-quarter, the oil and gas sector decreased

by 4.4 percent, while the non-oil and gas sector

increased slightly by 0.6 percent, supported by growth

in finance, insurance, real estate, and business

services, as well as transportation and communication.

Brunei’s Department of Economic Planning and

Statistics (DEPS) compiles GDP using the production

approach, with constant 2010 prices applied to

measure real changes by excluding price fluctuations.

This method captures contributions from 18 economic

activities across oil and gas as well as non-oil and gas

sectors. [Department of Economic Planning and

Statistics Brunei]

Brunei: Police launch nationwide

operation to combat cable theft

(ga) The Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF) launched

Operation Besi 1.0 on October 1, targeting 11 scrap

metal recycling companies across all districts to curb

cable theft. Led by the RBPF’s Cable Theft Task Force

with support from District Crime Officers and the

Department of Environment, Parks and Recreation

(JASTRE), the operation aimed to ensure recycling

businesses verify the origins of used metals,

particularly copper.

The RBPF further identified individuals involved in

illegal metal trading and announced continued

inspections, while urging the public to report

information related to cable theft or suspicious

recycling activities. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Factory workers protest wage

cuts and layoffs

(dql) Thousands of workers at garment manufacturing

company TARAL International Co. in Kampong Speu

province staged a protest on October 2–3 over mass

layoffs of truck drivers, wage reductions, and alleged

unfair deductions from attendance and bonuses. The

demonstration led to clashes with authorities.
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Workers, who number around 8,500, cited grievances

including a USD 6 monthly deduction for minor early

departures, limited sick leave, and demands for a daily

lunch allowance of KHR 2,000 (USD 0.49). Although the

layoffs of approximately 60 truck drivers were

resolved, other concerns remained unaddressed,

prompting the protest.

Authorities intervened, and negotiations began

between 30 worker representatives and factory

management, coordinated with the Ministry of Labour

and Vocational Training. While the factory agreed to

incorporate a 2,000-riel food allowance into overtime

pay and allow workers to return without losing daily

bonuses for protesting, issues such as improved sick

leave and additional bonuses are still under discussion.

[Kiripost]

Meanwhile, the Cambodian Ministry of Labour and

Vocational Training (MLVT) dismissed claims by

overseas opposition groups alleging mass detentions

of workers during the protest, calling the reports

“baseless propaganda” aimed at inciting unrest and

undermining labor relations. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Foreign investment surges

nearly 50 percent in first nine months of

2025

(dql) Data of the Council for the Development of

Cambodia (CDC)—the government agency responsible

for promoting, facilitating, and regulating investment in

the country—Cambodia attracted USD 7.8 billion in

fixed-asset investment in the first nine months of 2025,

marking a 47 percent increase from the same period

last year. During January–September, 546 projects

were approved, up 73 percent from 315 projects in

2024, generating roughly 376,000 jobs.

Investment concentrated in garment and non-garment

manufacturing, infrastructure, agriculture, agro-

industry, and tourism. China remained the leading

foreign investor, accounting for over half (52.96

percent) of total capital, followed by Singapore,

Vietnam, the UK and its territories, the US, and other

countries.

Officials attribute this surge to Cambodia’s

membership in the Regional Comprehensive Economic

Partnership (RCEP) and bilateral free trade agreements

with China, South Korea, and the UAE, which have

bolstered investor confidence. [Cambodianess]
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Cambodia: River logistics plan to boost

trade and cut costs unveiled

(gm) Cambodia will require over USD 3.25 billion to

implement 23 river transport and logistics projects

under its 2023–2033 Comprehensive Intermodal

Transport and Logistics System (CITLS) master plan,

according to the Ministry of Public Works and

Transport’s (MPWT) first-half progress report for 2025.

The projects aim to strengthen waterway connectivity,

reduce transport costs, and support Cambodia’s

ambition to become a regional trade hub. Six projects

have already begun, while ten remain on hold due to

funding gaps. Authorities are actively seeking

concessional loans and private-sector partnerships to

bridge the shortfall.

The plan includes 16 short- and medium-term projects

(2023–2027) worth USD 2.56 billion and nine longer-

term ones (2028–2033) valued at USD 690 million. Key

developments include the historic Funan Techo Canal

and supporting laws such as the Water Transport Law,

approved in March 2024. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: USD 5 million mine clearance

deal signed to advance goal of mine-free

nation by 2030

(dql)  The Cambodian Mine Action and Victim

Assistance Authority (CMAA) has signed a USD 5 million

contract with three national operators—the Royal

Cambodian Army, the Cambodian Mine Action Centre

(CMAC), and the National Centre for Peacekeeping

Operations—to clear 453 minefields across six

provinces.

Cambodia remains among the world’s most mine-

affected countries, with 1,723 square kilometers still

contaminated, including 531 confirmed minefields. The

country recorded 34 landmine and ERW casualties in

the first nine months of 2025, a slight decrease from

last year. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Parliament moves to tighten

oversight of central bank and regulators

(ms) Indonesia’s House of Representatives (DPR)

approved amendments to Law No. 4/2023 on the

Development and Strengthening of the Financial Sector

(RUU P2SK) at the Legislative Body (Baleg, the DPR’s
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internal legislation committee) on October 1, moving it

to a plenary vote on October 2. The bill expands

parliament’s evaluation powers over Bank Indonesia

(BI), the Deposit Insurance Corporation (LPS), and the

Financial Services Authority (OJK), and broadens BI’s

mandate to include fostering growth and job creation

—provisions that critics warn could open the door to

political intervention and unsettle markets.

Baleg chair Bob Hasan said harmonization and

technical drafting had been completed, with seven

party factions supporting the move to plenary.

Commission XI chair Mukhamad Misbakhun

emphasized that the amendment process began as a

follow-up to Constitutional Court rulings on OJK

investigators and the LPS budget, but was also used to

“correct” and modernize related laws, including those

covering banking, Islamic banking, insurance, capital

markets, the traffic accident insurance fund, and digital

financial assets/crypto.

An earlier draft explicitly allowed parliament to

recommend dismissals of BI’s board of governors. The

new version softens this, but still grants the DPR power

to conduct binding performance reviews of BI, OJK, and

LPS leaders, and permits dismissal if board members

are found to have broken the law. It also enlarges the

police’s role in financial-crime investigations, reducing

the coordinating role of regulators.

The most sensitive changes are in Article 9A (P2SK Law)

and Article 7 (BI Law). Article 9A authorizes DPR

evaluations that may serve as grounds for dismissal,

potentially pressuring leaders on policy content. Article

7 expands BI’s mandate to run “policy mixes”

supporting real-sector growth and jobs, diluting its

traditional focus on price and financial stability.

Economists warn such provisions risk blurring BI’s

reaction function, biasing crisis responses, and fueling

policy uncertainty. Potential market impacts include

weaker inflation anchors, higher bond yields, rupiah

depreciation, and declining financial-sector valuations

as investors demand higher risk premia and shorten

tenors.

Supporters argue that oversight is healthy if confined

to ethics and legality, not policy disagreements.

Proposed safeguards include clear dismissal

thresholds, publication of the KSSK (Financial System

Stability Committee) crisis playbook and early-warning

indicators, time-bound resolution protocols, and

ensuring BI’s broader mandate is matched with

adequate tools and accountability—so fiscal and

structural policies, not monetary policy, carry the



primary burden for jobs and growth. [Kompas]

[Reuters]

Indonesia: Stronger regulation to

safeguard free meals initiative amid

poisoning cases

(nl) Indonesia is finalizing a presidential regulation to

strengthen governance of the Free Nutritious Meals

(MBG) program, which targets 83 million beneficiaries,

including schoolchildren, pregnant women,

breastfeeding mothers, and toddlers. The regulation is

expected to be signed by President Prabowo Subianto

this week, according to National Nutrition Agency

(BGN) head Dadan Hindayana.

The regulation will cover food quality, hygiene,

sanitation, supply chain management, and food

poisoning protocols. It is also intended to improve

cross-ministerial and regional coordination, a point

emphasized by legislators who have called for stronger

legal safeguards to support program implementation.

Concerns over safety have mounted following reports

of food poisoning cases linked to the MBG program.

The BGN has cited around 6,500 cases affecting

beneficiaries since January, while the Food and Drug

Agency (BPOM) reported a higher figure of over 9,000,

reflecting discrepancies in official counts. In response,

the BGN has suspended 56 kitchens suspected of

mismanagement and required them to comply with

operating standards before reopening.

Despite mounting calls for suspension from civil

society groups and economic alliances, the

government has defended continuing the program,

arguing it provides essential nutritional support for

children and vulnerable groups. Critics cite persistent

safety concerns and allegations of budget

misallocation, while officials stress that reforms and

stricter oversight will ensure meals remain safe and

the initiative sustainable.

Launched in January 2025, the MBG program is a

flagship social initiative of the current administration.

Lawmakers and officials have stressed that the

presidential regulation is vital to address operational

weaknesses and secure the program’s future as

demand continues to grow. [Reuters] [Antara 1]

[Antara 2]
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Indonesia: Military deepens civilian role

via vitamin production for free meals

program

(ms/nl) Indonesia’s Defense Ministry says the armed

forces have begun producing multivitamins for

distribution through the government’s Free Nutritious

Meals (MBG) initiative. Deputy Defence Minister Donny

Ermawan Taufanto said on October 1 that 4.8 million

pills were symbolically handed to 100 kitchens in

Jakarta, with nationwide rollout planned. The move is

presented as part of President Prabowo Subianto’s

flagship program to provide children with nutritious

meals.

The announcement serves chiefly to illustrate the

military’s widening footprint in civilian life under

Prabowo. Since taking office in 2024, the government

has assigned the armed forces roles in manufacturing

medicines, supporting food-security projects, and

delivering the MBG program—expanding military

reach into core social services typically handled by

civilian ministries.

Officials argue that tapping military laboratories will

cut pharmaceutical costs, boost production capacity,

and strengthen national resilience. The Defense

Ministry’s lab has already produced painkillers and

antibiotics distributed through state-backed

cooperatives, and now targets medicines for chronic

conditions such as diabetes, heart disease, and

hypertension.

Critics warn that this growing presence in non-defense

sectors risks democratic backsliding, echoing the New

Order era when the armed forces exercised broad

influence over politics and the economy. The

government maintains the initiatives are civilian-

focused and aimed at public welfare. [Antara] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Nusantara redefined as

‘political capital’ amid funding reset; 62.9

hectares set for embassies

Indonesia has reclassified Nusantara as a “political

capital” under a presidential regulation signed in late

June and made public in September, reframing the

new city’s purpose while keeping a 2028 milestone for

core government functions. Officials say the move

clarifies that executive, legislative and judicial facilities

will be located there; legal scholars note the term was

not defined in the 2023 capital law, prompting debate
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over whether the change narrows or simply

repackages the original vision.

Budget signals are more conservative. The government

has earmarked IDR 6.5 trillion (about USD 390 million)

for Nusantara in 2026 and pledged IDR 48.8 trillion

(about USD 2.9 billion) through 2029, compared with

an estimated IDR 335 trillion (about USD 20 billion)

planned in 2026 alone for the national free-meals

program. From 2022 to 2024, state spending on

Nusantara totaled IDR 75.8 trillion (about USD 4.5

billion). Authorities say 49 private investors have

committed IDR 65.3 trillion (about USD 3.9 billion).

Physical progress continues but remains incremental:

44 residential towers are finished; a vice-presidential

palace, a state mosque and a toll road to Balikpapan

are due by year-end. The capital authority targets 850

hectares of core government area by 2028, at least 20

percent of offices built, and infrastructure for up to

4,100 civil servants; the presidency has floated

relocating as many as 9,500 by 2029.

Separately, the government has reserved 62.9 hectares

for a Nusantara diplomatic compound coordinated

with the foreign ministry, including residences, schools

and commercial zones, with operations targeted by

2028. Bangladesh has signaled readiness to move its

embassy.

The rebranding is widely seen as a political

compromise that preserves Joko Widodo’s relocation

legacy while giving President Prabowo Subianto fiscal

room to prioritize other programs. Whether Nusantara

becomes a functioning seat of government—or a

scaled-down symbol—now hinges on sustained

funding, private capital mobilization and timely

delivery of core state facilities. [Antara] [South China

Morning Post]

Indonesia: Government suspends, then

reinstates TikTok registration over data-

sharing dispute

(gp/ms) Indonesia briefly suspended TikTok’s

electronic-system registration on October 3, then

reinstated it the same day after the company furnished

additional records tied to its livestream feature.

Officials said TikTok was summoned on September 16

and given until September 23 to provide traffic,

streaming, and monetization data for August 25–30;

the firm initially submitted only partial information,

citing internal policy. The Communications and Digital

Ministry said the freeze—issued under Ministerial
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Regulation No. 5/2020 on Private Electronic System

Operators (PSE)—invoked Article 21, which obliges

platforms to grant supervisory access. After the

suspension, TikTok, which has more than 100 million

Indonesian accounts, supplied the requested datasets

and its registration was restored.

Director General of Digital Space Supervision

Alexander Sabar said the data were needed to trace

accounts allegedly tied to illegal online gambling that

monetized TikTok Live. The timing, however, has fueled

suspicion among critics that “gambling” may function

more as a pretext than the core motive. Because the

disclosure demand is explicitly tied to the August 23–

30 protests—and livestreams were central to

documenting those events—some view the action as

pressure to secure broader access to platform data

during a politically sensitive period. Officials frame it as

a rules-based compliance issue; still, the optics invite

scrutiny. Concrete clarification would include whether

authorities are pursuing specific gambling cases,

whether similar protest-period requests went to other

platforms, and a public, narrowly scoped description of

the fields sought.

TikTok said it respects local laws and is working with

the government to resolve issues. The episode

underscores Jakarta’s harder line on large platforms—

spanning content governance, payments, and illicit-

activity enforcement—while raising questions for

creators and advertisers reliant on Live features. For

now, TikTok’s TDPSE status is active, access to the app

remains uninterrupted, and regulators say cooperation

has resumed. [Associated Press]  [Reuters] [South

China Morning Post]

Indonesia: Prabowo, Jokowi hold two-hour

private meeting in Jakarta

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto met former

president Joko “Jokowi” Widodo for nearly two hours at

Prabowo’s private residence in South Jakarta on

October 4, according to Jokowi’s aide Police

Commissioner Syarif Muhammad Fitriansyah. State

Secretary and presidential spokesperson Prasetyo

Hadi said “many national issues” were discussed and

that Jokowi offered advice on governance; no specifics

were disclosed. Officials framed the lunch as routine

silarurahmi between two leaders who have met

periodically, including in Surakarta on July 20.

The meeting also carries political context: Jokowi

openly backed Prabowo’s presidential bid in 2024, a

rare move for a sitting president that helped
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consolidate centrist and regional networks behind

Prabowo’s coalition. That endorsement, and Jokowi’s

lingering influence across the bureaucracy and local

governments, makes continued contact between the

two figures consequential for policy coordination and

coalition management.

Substantively, the timing intersects with several

sensitive files—tariff talks with the United States,

implementation of the EU–Indonesia trade agreement,

governance changes across state-owned enterprises

under the new oversight framework, and efforts to

stabilize politics after protests over infrastructure

spending. Regular communication can smooth

execution across Jokowi-era appointees and Prabowo’s

team, signaling policy continuity even as priorities

evolve.

Neither side provided a readout on decisions or follow-

up steps. Officials emphasized the meeting’s informal,

private nature and portrayed it as part of an ongoing

practice of maintaining personal and institutional ties

between the current and former presidents. [Antara]

[The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Police under increasing

scrutiny amid ongoing protestor

detentions

(gp) The Indonesian National Police are facing

increased calls for transparency as several

demonstrators August’s anti-government protests

remain incarcerated or missing. On September 29, the

Commission on Missing Persons and Victims of

Violence (Kontras) submitted a letter to the National

Police, urging authorities to immediately search for

Muhammad Farhan Hamid and Reno Syachputra

Dewo. Both were reported missing after joining a

protest in front of the Jakarta Police’s Mobile Brigade

(Brimob) headquarters in Central Jakarta in late

August. While the letter did not explicitly tie the police

to the pair’s disappearances, it argues that they

“responded violently” in handling the protests,

resulting in thousands of arbitrary arrests and violence

against civilians and human rights defenders. [The

Jakarta Post]

Also on September 29, the Indonesian Legal Aid

Foundation (YLBHI) accused police officers of carrying

out extortion practices targeting those arrested in

connection to August’s protests. The alleged extortions

in question took place across Jakar, Makassar, and

Bogor — although exact victims have yet to be named.

These accusations come as the National Police have
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doubled down in their continued detention of multiple

activists, stating that they have “sufficient evidence and

concerns that the suspects might flee, tamper with

evidence, or repeat their actions.” [Tempo 1]

Police have already extended some protestors’

detentions beyond the standard 20-day period without

transferring their cases to public prosecutors nor

providing their defense teams with any specific

grounds for doing so. These abuses are now creating

rifts with government, as Minister of Law, Human

Rights, Immigration, and Corrections Yusril Ihza

Mahendra has called on the police to accelerate the

legal process, stating, “If there is sufficient evidence, I

suggest not holding them any longer and immediately

bringing the case to court.” [Tempo 2]

Indonesia: Finance chief blasts Pertamina

over refinery delays as fuel-sale deals to

private retailer's collapse

(gp) Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa rebuked

state oil firm Pertamina in a September 30 hearing,

saying its failure to deliver seven refineries promised

since 2018 has prolonged import dependence and

swelled subsidies. He told the House’s Commission XI

that Pertamina discouraged private refinery proposals

by insisting it would build the plants itself—then

produced none—citing a rejected plan with a Chinese

investor that would have handed ownership to

Pertamina after 30 years. Subsidy and compensation

outlays reached IDR 218 trillion (about USD 13.1 billion)

as of August 31, including IDR 176.5 trillion (about USD

3.0 billion) for energy alone, which he argued is

unsustainable without new domestic capacity.

[Indonesia Business Post]

Pertamina says its Balikpapan Refinery Development

Master Plan (RDMP) is 94.22 percent complete and

targeted to start commercial operations by year-end,

lifting combined output of fuels, LPG, and

petrochemicals to roughly 360,000 barrels per day. To

speed capacity elsewhere, the government has tasked

sovereign fund Danantara to develop refineries and

storage at 18 sites from Natuna to Fakfak, with

planned investment of IDR 232 trillion (about USD 4.0

billion). [Indonesia Business Post] [The Jakarta Post]

The pressure on supply was underscored by separate

market hiccups. On October 1, Pertamina said private

retailers Vivo and BP-AKR pulled out of talks to buy

state-sourced base fuel, citing product specifications

and documentation. Vivo canceled a 40,000-barrel

purchase after lab tests found 3.5 percent ethanol;
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Pertamina said that is below Indonesia’s 20 percent

limit, but retailers insisted on ethanol-free specs. BP-

AKR also sought a certificate of origin to ensure the

fuel did not originate from embargoed countries. Shell

has not exited discussions but had yet to lift volumes.

Several private operators reported critically low

inventories at select stations, though Energy Minister

Bahlil Lahadalia said national supply remains secure

despite temporary disruptions at private outlets.

[Jakarta Globe] [Reuters] [Tempo]

Indonesia: Waste-to-energy projects to

move ahead following patriot bond

fundraising

(gp) Indonesia's sovereign wealth fund, Danantara, has

now raised IDR 50 trillion (USD 3 billion) through the

issuance of its new "patriot bonds” according to

Danantara CEO Rosan Roeslani. These bonds, which

are tradable and can also be pledged as collateral with

state-owned banks, have already been registered with

the Financial Services Authority (OJK). The funds raised

are now set to be used for waste-to-energy (WTE)

projects across the country, with the first project

tenders expected to open by the end of October. [The

Jakarta Post]

Danantara is planning to set up such WTE facilities in

33 heavily polluted cities across ten key regions,

starting with Jakarta and potentially reaching as far as

Bali. Each facility is designed to process approximately

1,000 tons of waste daily, generating around 15

megawatts of electricity — enough to power roughly

20,000 households. Each plant is expected to require

an investment of roughly IDR 2–3 trillion (USD 127–190

million). However, Danantara managing director

Stefanus Ade Hadiwidjaja estimated that expanding

the nationwide waste-to-energy program would

require nearly IDR 100 trillion (USD 6 billion) in total

investment. [Antara] [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: State utility starts building 92-

megawatt floating solar plant

(ms) Indonesia’s state utility PLN has begun

construction of a 92-megawatt-peak floating solar

power plant on the Saguling reservoir in West Java,

around 180 kilometers from Jakarta. The project is

slated to start commercial operations in November

2026 and is expected to generate more than 130

gigawatt-hours annually, which PLN says could cut
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carbon emissions by about 104,000 tons per year. The

Saguling facility advances Indonesia’s plan to add 42.6

gigawatts of renewable energy to the grid by 2034,

including 17.1 gigawatts of solar, and follows West

Java’s earlier 192-MWp Cirata floating solar project.

For scale, a 92-megawatt solar plant producing roughly

130 gigawatt-hours a year is enough electricity for on

the order of 100,000 typical Indonesian households

(assuming about 1,300 kilowatt-hours per home

annually). Floating arrays also avoid competing for land

and can modestly reduce reservoir evaporation,

making them useful where grid-scale solar must

coexist with agriculture and dense settlements.

[Reuters]

Indonesia: August trade surplus

strengthens on non-oil and gas exports

(nl/gp) On October 1, Statistics Indonesia (BPS)

released new data detailing the country's growing

trade surplus. In August 2025, Indonesia recorded a

trade surplus of USD 5.49 billion, up from USD 4.17

billion the month prior, and the largest such surplus in

three years. The balance exceeded expectations, with

total exports reaching USD 24.96 billion, while imports

fell to USD19.47 billion.

The main driver of this surplus was the non-oil and gas

sector, which recorded a USD 7.15 billion surplus.

Exports of manufactured goods stood out, rising 11.7

percent year-on-year to USD 19.8 billion and

accounting for the bulk of outgoing shipments. Top

performing exports include palm oil, mineral fuels, iron

and steel, and nickel products. By contrast, the oil and

gas sector posted a USD 1.66 billion deficit, driven by a

surge in imports amid a domestic shortage of gas.

[Jakarta Globe] [Reuters]

From January to August 2025, Indonesia has

accumulated a trade surplus of USD 29.14 billion, with

the United States, India, and the Philippines emerging

as Indonesia’s top surplus partners. Meanwhile, China,

Singapore, and Australia accounted for the country’s

largest trade deficits. Bank Indonesia welcomed the

surplus, with a top official pledging that the central

bank will “continue to strengthen policy coordination

with the government and other authorities to enhance

external resilience and support sustainable national

economic growth.” [Antara]
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Indonesia: Government readies extra Q4

stimulus targeting 30 million families

(ms) Indonesia plans an additional fourth-quarter

support package aimed at more than 30 million

families, Coordinating Economic Minister Airlangga

Hartarto said on October 1. The move builds on

September’s 16.23 trillion rupiah (USD 973.31 million)

program of food aid and labor-intensive works and will

sit alongside a “Christmas and New Year” transport

stimulus that could lower air fares by roughly 12 to 14

percent, with train and boat discounts also planned.

Existing measures already include ten kilograms of rice

for 18.3 million households in Q4, a temporary income-

tax waiver for tourism workers, and 5.3 trillion rupiah

(about USD 318 million) for cash-for-work employing

more than 600,000 people. Finance Minister Purbaya

Yudhi Sadewa said funding will come mainly from

reallocating budgets that would otherwise go unused,

rather than new outlays.

Economists welcome the near-term support but

question whether it can deliver the government’s

loftier growth hopes. Eko Listiyanto of Indef

characterizes the plan as modest and geared to

preventing momentum from slipping, rather than

pushing output decisively higher. Mohammad Faisal of

CORE Indonesia expects third-quarter growth around

4.8 to 4.9 percent and the fourth quarter around 4.9 to

5.0 percent, with household spending likely to lift while

investment adds less additional thrust.

Airlangga says the add-on clusters around eight

acceleration programs, four initiatives extended into

2026, and five job-absorption efforts. The design leans

toward lower-income relief—food assistance, stipends,

and labor-intensive projects—prompting some

analysts to argue the middle class, a key engine of

consumption, remains under-served. Execution

remains the swing factor: weak targeting, delivery

bottlenecks, or leakage could dilute the impact.

In the backdrop, the 2026 budget targets 5.4 percent

growth with a 2.68 percent deficit and assumes 2.5

percent inflation and an exchange rate of 16,500

rupiah per USD. With the rupiah near 16,675 per USD

on October 1, markets will focus on disciplined

financing and clean delivery to sustain purchasing

power into year-end. A holiday-season stimulus valued

at nearly USD 2 billion underscores the government’s

intent to shore up demand while keeping headline

fiscal settings stable. [Indonesia Business Post]

[Reuters]
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Indonesia: State fund to deploy USD 10

billion in first three months

(ms) Indonesia’s new sovereign wealth fund,

Danantara (Daya Anagata Nusantara), will invest about

USD 10 billion in its first three months starting in

October, with roughly 80 percent directed to domestic

projects and the remainder overseas, chief investment

officer Pandu Sjahrir said on the sidelines of the Milken

Institute Asia Summit in Singapore on October 3. The

fund, launched in February with an initial USD 20

billion allocation to seed 20 strategic projects, is

deploying capital for the first time this month.

Early investments span a Haj village in Saudi Arabia,

upstream energy ventures with Pertamina, and

multiple waste-to-energy plants in Indonesia, with

some assets slated to come online by year-end.

Beyond projects, Danantara aims to deepen liquidity

on the Indonesia Stock Exchange, where average daily

turnover is around USD 1 billion—well below India’s

USD 10 to 11 billion—arguing that stronger public

markets are key to recycling capital into private deals.

Sjahrir said Danantara’s 18 portfolio companies

already account for about one-third of local market

capitalization.

Over the next two years, the fund will prioritize energy

and food security, renewable energy, financial services,

healthcare, real estate, and digital infrastructure. It is

embedding ESG principles into underwriting, recruiting

global talent, and seeking full membership in the

International Forum of Sovereign Wealth Funds. New

vehicles or platforms are also planned. [The Jakarta

Post] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Finance minister targeting 5.5

percent GDP growth

(gp) Indonesian Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi

Sadewa has expressed confidence that Indonesia’s

economic growth could reach 5.5 percent by the end of

2025, marking an improvement from the roughly five

percent growth Indonesia has maintained over the

past decade. However, this optimistic outlook is in fact

a step back from the minister’s initial projections of up

to eight percent growth following his ministerial

appointment just last month.

On September 30, Sadewa highlighted that growth is

accelerating across various industries, further stating

“what’s certain is that public spending will increase

rapidly, and the property sector will perform well.”
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Since Sadewa’s appointment as finance minister, the

government has deployed IDR 200 trillion (USD 11.9

billion) into five state-owned banks — Bank Mandiri,

BNI, BRI, BTN, and BSI — aimed at encouraging lower

lending rates. Purbaya believes this capital injection

will eventually flow into the property sector, triggering

increased purchases of building materials like cement.

[Antara]

Despite his ambitious initiatives, Sadewa has had to

moderate his growth goals as he has reckoned with

the country’s long-standing fiscal guardrails, including

the 3 percent budget deficit-to-GDP cap established

after the Asian financial crisis of the 1990s. While the

minister has called these restrictions "arbitrary", he

argues there is "no point" in widening the deficit unless

the government can demonstrate more efficient

spending, and stressed that maintaining fiscal

discipline is essential for investor confidence —

something which has waned following the departure of

Sadewa’s predecessor, Sri Mulyani. [The Business

Times]

Sadewa's appointment in early September, following

widespread anti-government protests, has been widely

seen as an effort by President Prabowo Subianto to

consolidate power. As such, many raised some

investor concerns about potential coordination

between fiscal and monetary policy, as well as central

bank independence, although the finance minister has

repeatedly downplayed these critiques.

Indonesia: Tin jumps as Jakarta shuts

illegal mines and seizes ore

(ms) Tin prices extended their rally after Indonesia

escalated enforcement in the Bangka–Belitung islands,

with London Metal Exchange three-month tin topping

about USD 37,500 per metric ton on October 3.

President Prabowo Subianto has ordered the closure

of around 1,000 illegal operations, while prosecutors

confiscated 42,000 tons of tin sands on Bangka Island

valued at roughly USD 12.1 million. Time-spreads

tightened sharply as the cash price flipped from a

discount to a premium, and the market rose about ten

percent over the past week amid fears of tighter near-

term supply.

Indonesia has wrestled with a sprawling shadow

industry since liberalisation in the late 1990s. Output

from small-scale and offshore raft miners blurs the line

between licensed and illicit activity, creating what

traders call “statistical black holes.” Although only

refined metal is supposed to be exported, Chinese and
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Malaysian customs still register inflows of Indonesian

ores and concentrates, suggesting continued leakage

from unofficial channels. Industry sources have

estimated illegal exports in the five-figure-ton range

annually, and officials have warned that shadow

output may account for a large share of regional

production.

The crackdown is already curbing the feedstock

available to small and mid-tier private smelters that

depend on informal ore. By contrast, leading

producers say operations are stable for now, and some

analysts argue stricter policing could, over time,

redirect resources back to the official sector. The scale

and timing are uncertain, however, and any uplift in

licensed production may lag enforcement.

Supply anxiety is magnified by risks outside Indonesia.

Myanmar’s Man Maw complex in Wa State remains far

from pre-shutdown run-rates despite talk of

reopening, keeping raw material flows into China thin.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Bisie mine

has restarted after a March pause but the conflict

backdrop remains volatile. With the global tin chain

concentrated in a handful of nodes, each disruption

amplifies price sensitivity.

A procedural wrinkle may add to near-term tightness:

after changes to Indonesia’s RKAB permitting cycle,

miners must resubmit documents by October, and

approvals could stretch into early 2026. That raises the

chance of delayed shipments in the first quarter,

keeping the market on edge even if domestic

enforcement ultimately strengthens the formal supply

base. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [Shanghai Metal Market]

Indonesia: Survey notes Gerindra-linked

appointees on SOE boards as new law

changes governance structure

(ms) A survey by Transparency International Indonesia

(TII) reports that about one-third of commissioner

seats in state-owned enterprises (SOEs)—roughly 165

of 652 positions—are held by individuals with political

backgrounds. Of these, 104 are affiliated with political

parties and 61 are identified as non-party volunteers

who supported President Prabowo Subianto’s

campaign. Among party-linked commissioners, TII’s

count attributes the largest share to Gerindra, followed

by the Democratic Party, Golkar, PDI-P, PAN, and PSI.

The survey period ran from mid-August to late

September and also categorized commissioners by

professional background, listing bureaucrats, political
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figures, professionals, military, security/law

enforcement, academics, and others.

The publication of the survey coincides with recently

passed revisions to the SOE framework. The law

restructures oversight by establishing a State-Owned

Enterprises Regulatory Agency (Badan Pengawas

BUMN/BP BUMN) to set policy and supervise

governance, while consolidating state holdings and

investment execution under Danantara. The reform

also includes restrictions on concurrent public roles—

such as prohibitions on certain officials holding

commissioner seats—intended to clarify

responsibilities and reduce potential conflicts.

Taken together, the survey and the legal changes

provide a snapshot of Indonesia’s current SOE

governance environment. Board composition

influences decisions on capital expenditure,

procurement, dividend policy, listings, and

restructurings; the new law, in turn, defines who sets

policy, who executes it, and which roles may be held

simultaneously. How these elements interact will

depend on implementation—specifically, how BP

BUMN applies fit-and-proper criteria, skills matrices,

and disclosure standards in future appointments, and

how Danantara manages portfolio companies within

the revised framework. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Central bank denies selling 11

tons of gold reserves

(gp) Bank Indonesia (BI) has firmly rejected claims that

it sold 11 tons of gold reserves in July 2025, stating that

its holdings remain unchanged. The controversy arose

after the World Gold Council (WGC) released a report

that suggested Indonesia had reduced its gold reserves

during that period. In response, the head of BI's

Communication Department issued an official

statement, claiming, “In response to questions on

whether Bank Indonesia sold 11 tons of gold, we can

confirm that the central bank did not conduct any gold

sales as reported.”

Rather, official government data cited by the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) shows the country’s

gold reserves rising from USD 8.32 billion in June to

USD 8.348 billion in July 2025. This still comprises a

meager share of Indonesia’s total foreign exchange

reserves of USD 152 billion — enough to finance 6.3

months of imports, well above the international

adequacy benchmark of approximately three months

of import coverage.
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This latest dispute comes as many central banks across

the world have sought to increase their ownership in

gold — likely spurred by a rapidly depreciating US

dollar. Bank Indonesia has stressed that “Indonesia’s

foreign reserves remain strong and stable, reflecting

the country’s resilient external balance and prudent

reserve management.” [Jakarta Globe] [Tempo] [VOI]

Indonesia: Government to launch national

internship program to tackle

unemployment

(gp) On September 30, Coordinating Minister for

Economic Affairs Airrlanga Hartato announced that the

government will be launching the “Siap Kerja” national

internship program on October 15, 2025. The

centralized digital platform will aim to connect fresh

graduates with industry, with the pilot phase targeting

approximately 20,000 participants and boasting an

initial budget of IDR 198 billion (USD 11.9 million).

[Tempo]

According to Hartato, companies — including SOEs,

private firms, and members of the Chamber of

Commerce and Industry (Kadin) as well as the

Indonesian Employers’ Association (Apindo) — are

already inputting vacancies. The internships in

question will run for six months, during which interns

will receive a monthly wage of IDR 3.3 million (USD

198) funded by the state. [Antara]

The job creation program comes as Indonesia’s

unemployment rate reached 4.76 percent in February

2025 — the most recent government data available.

However, some have raised concerns about the

program's limited scope, as the estimated 20,000

participants cover just two percent of the 1,000,000

university graduates who remain without work.

[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Prabowo orders military to

guard natural resources

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto directed the

Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI) to help shield the

country’s natural wealth from “stealing” and

“smuggling” by foreign actors, telling troops at the TNI’s

80th anniversary in Jakarta on October 5 that the

military must support law enforcement and all levels of

government so resources serve poverty reduction. The

address came as his administration intensifies a broad
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crackdown on illegal mining and smuggling—moves

that have influenced tin prices and culminated this

week in the state’s takeover of tin assets linked to

corruption cases.

The message also reflects Prabowo’s bid to expand the

TNI’s role and resources since taking office in 2024:

defense outlays are set to rise sharply under the 2026

budget, and the armed forces have been enlisted in

civilian programs ranging from logistics to distributing

military-produced vitamins under the flagship free

meals initiative. Prabowo has paired the resource push

with promises to seize unlawful plantations and curb

illegal mining, arguing that tighter control will boost

governance and value-added at home.

Supporters frame this as “whole-of-state” enforcement.

Critics warn it risks blurring military-civilian lines and

entrenching uniformed influence beyond defense. The

scale of Sunday’s show of force—over 100,000

personnel and a display of more than a thousand

major weapons systems, alongside Air Force flypasts—

underlined momentum behind modernization and a

more visible TNI in public life.

Prabowo’s call carries particular resonance given his

career in Kopassus, the army’s elite special forces,

which numerous rights investigations have described

as “notorious” for abuses in the 1990s. He commanded

Kopassus and later Kostrad, and was dismissed from

the army after a military panel linked the unit to the

abduction of pro-democracy activists in 1997–1998—

allegations he has long denied. Human Rights Watch

and other groups have documented Kopassus abuses

in East Timor, Aceh, and Papua; activists criticized the

2024 decision to award him an honorary four-star rank

as “whitewashing.”

Against that backdrop, directing the TNI to police

resource flows is both policy and signal: a security-first

approach to commodities (notably tin, nickel, palm oil,

and fisheries) and a consolidation of military roles

under a former special forces commander. How far

this mandate extends—from patrols and interdictions

to oversight of state assets—will shape investment

perceptions and civil-military balance in the months

ahead. [Antara] [Jakarta Globe] [The Strait Times]

Laos: ADB forecasts 3.7 percent growth in

2025 as inflation cools but constraints

endure

(ms) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) forecasts

Laos’ economy to expand by 3.7 percent in 2025, led by
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services and a strong tourism rebound, while warning

that household price pressures, external debt risks,

and tight public finances could temper the recovery.

The services sector is projected to grow 4.5 percent on

the back of 2.3 million tourist arrivals in the first half of

2025, lifting retail, hospitality, and transport. Industry

is seen rising 3.6 percent, supported by energy and

manufacturing, with electricity output up 3.2 percent in

the first half and expected to increase 6.5 percent for

the full year. Agriculture is projected to grow 1.3

percent given favorable weather.

Headline inflation has moderated, offering some relief

to consumers: overall inflation fell to 5.0 percent in

August from 11.1 percent in April. Food inflation eased

sharply to 3.1 percent from 24.3 percent a year earlier,

though non-food prices remain elevated. The Bank of

the Lao PDR has lowered its policy rate three times this

year, from 10 percent in March to 9 percent in August.

External and fiscal buffers have improved modestly.

Foreign reserves reached USD 2.7 billion in August—

about 3.1 months of import cover—while the kip

appreciated 0.5 percent against the US dollar (and

depreciated 6 percent versus the Thai baht). Revenue

collection reached 93 percent of target in the first half,

yet external debt service and principal payments

totaled USD 533 million by mid-2025, underscoring

limited fiscal space.

The ADB’s outlook is below the National Assembly’s

2025 growth target of 4.8 percent and broadly aligns

with domestic think-tank projections around 3.9–4.0

percent, reflecting ongoing headwinds from trade

tensions, tariffs, and constrained budgets despite

momentum in tourism and power generation. [Asia

News] [ADB]

Laos: New USD 2.11 million program to

green tourism MSMEs

(ms) Laos’ Ministry of Industry and Commerce and Plan

International Laos signed an MoU launching “Lasting

Laos,” a USD 2.11 million initiative to help young

entrepreneurs and MSMEs in the tourism value chain

adopt sustainable consumption and production,

circular-economy practices, and decent work. Co-

funded by the European Union, TUI Care Foundation,

the French Facility for Global Environment, and Plan

International Germany, the project runs to mid-2028

and targets more than 3,000 beneficiaries across

Vientiane, Vientiane Province, Luang Prabang, and

Champasak.
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The program builds on the SUSTOUR Laos project and

aligns with the 9th National Socio-Economic

Development Plan and the MSME Development Plan

2021–2025. Implementation will focus on two tracks: a

locally administered “Lasting Laos” sustainability

certification aligned with international standards (e.g.,

Travelife), and expanded access to green finance via

instruments and matching grants to scale low-impact

products and services in agri-food, textiles/handicrafts,

and single-use plastic reduction. Delivery will be led by

Plan International Laos with MoIC, the Lao National

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and local

authorities. [Lao News Agency]

Malaysia: Deferred Prosecution

Agreement (DPA) framework amendment

to be tabled in parliament 

(tl) The federal government’s Special Cabinet

Committee on National Governance, chaired by Prime

Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, has agreed in

principle to introduce a legal framework for a Deferred

Prosecution Agreement (DPA). The Malaysia Anti-

Corruption Commission (MACC) said the DPA-related

bill is being drafted with the Attorney-General’s

Chambers and that the government intends to table

the amendment in Parliament’s first sitting next year.

MACC Chief Commissioner Azam Baki said the move is

part of the commission’s broader reform agenda to

modernize anti-corruption enforcement and

strengthen asset recovery. According to Azam, the DPA

mechanism would allow prosecutors to suspend or

postpone criminal proceedings against an organization

or an individual provided the subject admits

wrongdoing, pays agreed penalties or compensation,

and implements required reforms or remediation

measures; if the party fails to comply with the DPA’s

terms, criminal proceedings would be resumed.

Azam explained that the framework would ensure the

offenders involved bear full accountability in cases

such as environmental damage as well as asset

recovery in major corruption cases involving public

figures. In addition, Azam highlighted that the MACC is

strengthening its forensic capabilities and expanding

cooperation with global enforcement agencies through

the Malaysia Anti-Corruption Academy (MACA). [Malay

Mail]
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Malaysia: Constitutional amendment to

formalize separation of Attorney General

and Public Prosecutor to be tabled

(tl) Malaysia is set to table a constitutional amendment

next year to formalize the separation of powers

between the Attorney General (AG) and the Public

Prosecutor (PP), marking a key step in the

government’s institutional reform agenda. Minister in

the Prime Minister’s Department (Law and Institutional

Reform) Datuk Seri Azalina Othman Said said the

Cabinet had approved in principle a full separation

model, with both positions to be held by different

individuals of equal standing.

Following the constitutional change, the government

plans to table the Federal Constitution Bill next year,

introduce a Remuneration Bill to define the PP’s salary

structure and an omnibus bill to revise over 20 related

laws, including the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure

Code, Immigration Act, and Judicial Appointments

Commission Act, to align with the new framework.

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Urban Renewal Convention

urges delay of Urban Renewal Act 

(tl) The Urban Renewal Convention has passed three

major resolutions, including a call for the government

to delay the tabling of the Urban Renewal Act (URA) to

allow for a full redraft that reflects input from all

stakeholders. The other two resolutions urge

amendments to ten existing laws related to urban

planning and the establishment of a dedicated

government agency to oversee redevelopment,

regeneration, and refurbishment projects.

The Urban Renewal Convention (URC) in Malaysia is a

significant event focused on addressing the challenges

and strategies related to urban redevelopment. Held

on October 3, the convention was organized by the

United Malays National Organisation (UMNO) and

brought together various stakeholders, including

policymakers, urban planners, and civil society

representatives.

UMNO vice-president Johari Ghani, who chairs the

party’s special task force on the URA, said the draft bill

contained significant legal shortcomings that failed to

safeguard homeowners’ rights. He emphasized that

while redevelopment is necessary, it must be

implemented fairly and transparently without

neglecting residents’ interests or cultural heritage.
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Key proposals from the convention include stricter

vetting of developers, fairer compensation packages

for homeowners, land inquisition safeguards, joint

approvals from local and federal governments, and

consent thresholds. The bill, which faced strong

resistance from both the opposition and some

government members, has been deferred to the next

Parliament session scheduled to begin on 6 October.

[Free Malaysia Today] 

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister

Muhyiddin faces trial over abuse of power

and money laundering charges

(dql) Former Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin

Yassin has been unsuccessful in persuading the

Attorney-General’s Chambers (AGC) to drop seven

charges against him, comprising four counts of abuse

of power  and three money laundering charges.

Deputy public prosecutor Wan Shaharuddin Wan Ladin

informed the High Court that the prosecution is

prepared to proceed with a joint trial, potentially

starting in January 2026, while Muhyiddin’s lawyer

proposed a later date in May or June. Justice K

Muniandy scheduled case management on November

10 to set trial dates and excused Muhyiddin from

attending the next mention.

The abuse of power charges stem from Muhyiddin’s

tenure as Prime Minister and Bersatu president,

alleging he solicited MYR 232.5 million (USD 55 million)

in bribes from an individual and three companies. The

money laundering charges involve MYR 200 million

(USD 48 million) allegedly received from Bukhary

Equity Sdn Bhd and deposited into his party’s account.

Previously, the High Court had dismissed the abuse of

power charges as vague in August 2024, but the Court

of Appeal reinstated them in February 2025.

Muhyiddin successfully requested that all seven

charges be tried in the High Court due to their complex

legal and public interest aspects. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Government to establish

sovereign AI cloud

(tl) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has announced that

Malaysia will set up a sovereign AI cloud to safeguard

the country’s artificial intelligence (AI) capabilities and

strengthen government services. This initiative was
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one of key agendas discussed during the National

Digital Economy and 4IR Council (MED4IRN) meeting,

chaired by Anwar.

The progress on the implementation of MyDigital ID

and MyGov Malaysia were also reviewed and

discussed, in which both are seen as crucial to

achieving the goal of becoming an AI-driven nation by

2030.

Additionally, the meeting approved the formation of a

National Quantum Task Force under the proposed

National Quantum Policy, aimed at addressing future

risks from quantum technology, including threats to

data security and infrastructure.

Anwar underscored that these initiatives are essential

for Malaysia’s competitiveness and resilience in

navigating future technological challenges. [Free

Malaysia Today]

MyDigital ID is the national digital identification system,

developed to enable citizens to securely verify their

identity online when accessing government and private

sectors. MyGov is a one-stop online portal for

accessing all Malaysian government digital services

and information.

Meanwhile, Malaysia’s National AI Action Plan 2026-

2030 is set to be tabled in December, outlining key

strategies for governance, society, and industry areas

to advance the country’s goal of becoming an AI-driven

nation by 2030. Digital Minister Gobind Singh Deo said

the plan, developed by the National Artificial

Intelligence Office (NAIO), will build upon the existing

Artificial Intelligence Governance and Ethics (AIGE)

Framework to address challenges across key sectors

and ensure AI adoption.

Speaking at the UK-ASEAN AI Innovation Summit 2025,

Gobind highlighted Malaysia’s growing role as ASEAN’s

future data centre hub, with the robust 5G network,

expecting to host two-thirds of the region’s capacity by

2035.

Recent digital initiatives include the National Cloud

Computing Policy, a forthcoming digital trust and data

security strategy, and plans to establish a National

Data Commission to oversee data governance and

rights. The government is also setting up a National

Data Bank to consolidate quality datasets from public

and private sectors. [Malay Mail]
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Malaysia: Home Ministry to launch digital

identity system to combat border

corruption

(dql) The Home Ministry will introduce a Foreign Digital

Identity (FDI) system to curb corruption and “counter-

setting” practices by enforcement officers at entry

points. The system will assign every foreign visitor a

unique digital identity linked to fingerprints, iris scans,

and facial recognition, making records difficult to

falsify.

Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail said the

initiative complements existing measures, including

the Advance Passenger Screening System (APSS) and

the upcoming AI-powered Risk Assessment Engine

(RAE), to identify high-risk travelers and reduce human

intervention. Autogate machines, currently available to

visitors from 63 countries, will be expanded

nationwide by 2028. To further enhance transparency

and accountability, all Border Control and Protection

Agency (AKPS) officers will wear body cameras, while

AI-enabled CCTV will monitor interactions in real time.

The measures follow the recent arrest of 18 AKPS

officers suspected of counter-setting. [Free Malaysia

Today]

Malaysia: Police bust drug syndicates

(dql) Malaysian police have dismantled two drug

trafficking syndicates, seizing 203.1 kg of drugs valued

at MYR 25.15 million (USD 5.4 million) during raids in

Subang Jaya and Serdang on October 1 and 5. Seven

suspects were arrested. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Karen armed groups pledge to

provide security for junta’s election

(su) Three junta-aligned Karen ethnic armed groups

the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), the

Border Guard Force (BGF/KNA), and the KNU/KNLA

Peace Council (KPC)—announced on September 28

that they will cooperate to ensure security during the

regime’s general election scheduled to begin on

December 28.

The joint statement followed talks at BGF/KNA

headquarters in Thetkatay village near Myawaddy,

attended by senior leaders from the three groups. The

organizations said they believed a government formed
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through the election could bring peace and

development to Karen State and beyond.

The meeting marked the first gathering between the

three groups in two years. The KNU/KNLA Peace

Council, a breakaway faction from the Karen National

Union (KNU), remains a signatory of the Nationwide

Ceasefire Agreement, while the DKBA and BGF/KNA

have fought alongside junta troops in recent

operations around Myawaddy.

The KNU, Myanmar’s oldest ethnic armed organization,

was not invited to the talks and rejected the stance of

the groups involved, describing support for the junta’s

election as amounting to legitimizing a “sham” process.

Meanwhile, the KNU’s armed wings continue to fight

the military across Karen, Mon, Bago, and Tanintharyi,

and have launched attacks even in Naypyitaw. [The

Irrawaddy]

Election watchdog warns junta’s planned polls lack

credibility

Meanwhile, the Asian Network for Free Elections

(ANFREL) issued a report on September 30 warning

that the military regime’s general election cannot be

regarded as credible under international standards.

The assessment, Myanmar Junta’s Planned Elections:

Falling Short of Democratic Legitimacy, identified 15

areas where the process violates democratic

principles. These include restrictions on freedoms of

assembly and expression, the exclusion of

independent monitors and media, the use of untested

electronic voting machines, and a legal framework that

favors junta-aligned parties. [ANFREL]

ANFREL noted that the election is being prepared amid

widespread violence and repression, cautioning that

the vote risks entrenching military control and

prolonging Myanmar’s political crisis. It urged the

international community not to endorse the roadmap,

stressing that recognition of the polls could legitimize

authoritarian rule and undermine regional

commitments to democratic norms. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Military-backed party official

admits major errors in voter rolls

(anl) Hla Swe, a senior official of the military-backed

Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), has

acknowledged widespread errors in voter rolls

released by the Union Election Commission (UEC). He

noted that many entries were outdated or incorrect,
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including missing local administrators’ families and the

inclusion of deceased or relocated residents,

suggesting that the lists were largely recycled from the

2020 election.

The UEC has allowed voters to request corrections

before the final rolls are published in November,

though critics warn that errors in Naypyitaw may

indicate more severe problems nationwide. Analysts

also noted that Hla Swe could face repercussions

under the junta’s Election Protection Law for publicly

criticizing the voter lists.

Hla Swe, a former military officer, is slated to contest a

parliamentary seat in Pobbathiri Township in the

regime’s planned December 28 election. With the NLD

barred from running, the USDP is expected to

dominate the upcoming election, which many

observers view as an attempt to legitimize military rule.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: 64 prosecuted under newly

introduced election law

(anl) Since the introduction of Myanmar’s Election

Protection Law on July 29, 64 people have been

prosecuted for opposing the regime’s planned

December 28 polls. The law criminalizes any actions or

speech seen as disrupting the election, with penalties

ranging from three years in prison to the death

penalty. Offenses causing harm to voters or polling

staff carry three to seven years, while acts resulting in

serious injury or death can bring up to ten years or

execution.

As of September 30, 24 cases involving 64 suspects

had been filed, according to Home Affairs Minister Lt.

Gen. Tun Tun Naung, who emphasized ongoing

enforcement against those spreading anti-election

propaganda.

Critics say the law is being used to silence dissent, with

the first jail sentence handed last month to a social

media critic who received seven years with hard labor.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta ties aid for displaced

people to election pledge

(anl) The military regime has reportedly used financial

aid for internally displaced people (IDPs) in Mandalay

and Sagaing as a tool to secure voting in its planned
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December–January elections. More than 1.3 million

IDPs are currently sheltering across the two regions.

Local residents said displaced adults in the

northwestern Sagaing region received MMK 60,000

(about USD 28.60) each—described as three months of

support—but only after signing documents pledging to

vote. The cash distribution, held at pagoda compounds

on September 27 and guarded by pro-junta Pyu Saw

Htee militias, effectively tied access to assistance to

political compliance. Attendees, mostly women, were

reportedly instructed to “vote without fail” before

receiving the money.

The reports come as the junta-appointed election

commission steps up preparations for polls expected

between December and January. Despite widespread

condemnation from Western governments and

Myanmar’s pro-democracy movement, the regime

continues to press ahead, releasing preliminary voter

lists and conducting mock voting sessions in Mandalay.

The first phase of the election is scheduled for

December 28 in 102 townships nationwide, including

several in Sagaing and Mandalay. Observers have

denounced the move as part of the junta’s broader

effort to legitimize its rule through a tightly controlled

electoral process and coercive vote-buying practices.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Arakan civil society report

disputes claim of Rohingya massacre in

Rakhine State

(su) A coalition of Rakhine-based civil society

organizations released a report on September 30

challenging allegations that the Arakan Army (AA) killed

up to 600 Rohingya civilians in Htan Shauk Khan

village, Buthidaung Township, Rakhine State, in May

2024.

The Arakan Civil Society Forum (ACSF) said its

investigation, based on group interviews with

residents, Muslim leaders, and displaced villagers,

found no evidence of mass killings. The report stated

that the events of May 3–4, 2024, were heavy clashes

between the Myanmar military, its Muslim conscripts,

Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army fighters, and the AA.

Testimonies suggested around 100 combatants, mostly

junta troops and allied forces, were killed, while only

two civilian deaths were confirmed.

Population records indicated that of 933 villagers,

about 800 remain in nearby communities and just over
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100 fled to Bangladesh, contradicting allegations of

mass casualties. The ACSF argued that the incident was

mischaracterized and urged international actors,

including the UN, to reassess their reporting and

involve local civil society groups in future

investigations.

The report comes amid competing narratives, with the

UN and Rohingya advocacy groups citing atrocity

claims while local leaders and media questioned the

reliability of survivor testimony. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: UNDP warns youth face stalled

future amid crises

(anl) On 2 October, the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) warned that Myanmar’s youth,

representing over one-third of the population, are

facing a stalled future as education and employment

opportunities collapse under political instability,

economic decline, and protracted conflict.

According to UNDP’s Myanmar Youth Survey 2024, one

in four young people—nearly four million—are

unemployed, with rates exceeding 50 percent in Kayah

and 40 percent in Rakhine. Most employed youth work

in informal sectors, making them vulnerable to

economic shocks. The survey also highlighted that

three in four youth aged 18 to 24—over five million—

are no longer in education or training, rising to four in

five in rural areas like Tanintharyi, Chin, Sagaing, and

Kayin. The survey also indicated that gender inequality

deepens these challenges, as nearly one in four young

women leave school for household duties and earn 22

percent less than men.

Youth livelihoods are increasingly unstable, with one in

four changing their main income source in the past

two years, while nearly one in five—around three

million—are now not in employment, education, or

training, especially women and those in conflict-

affected regions such as Kayah and Rakhine.

UNDP urged immediate, locally driven action to

expand flexible learning and vocational training,

especially for rural, displaced, and caregiving youth. It

also called for aligning skills with emerging

opportunities in agriculture, digital, and green sectors,

and for addressing barriers that restrict women’s

participation in education and work. [Mizzima] [UNDP]
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Myanmar: Junta airstrikes, internet

blackouts intensify civilian suffering

(anl) The Myanmar Internet Project (MIP) has reported

that between February and July 2025, the military junta

carried out 645 airstrikes across 123 townships, cutting

internet access in more than 90 percent of those areas.

The attacks affected every state and region except

Yangon, with only 19 days free of airstrikes during the

six-month period.

According to MIP, 115 of the 123 townships targeted by

airstrikes—about 93.5 percent—experienced

communication blackouts, severely hindering access to

information and emergency assistance. Sagaing

Region, Shan State, and Rakhine State were among the

hardest hit.

MIP reported that the junta has also threatened

further airstrikes on townships experiencing internet

outages suspected of maintaining contact with

resistance forces. The group estimated that at least

1,000 civilians were killed, with over 96 percent of

deaths occurring in areas under communication

shutdowns.

The report highlighted that communication blackouts

significantly increase civilian vulnerability, noting that

most casualties and property damage occurred in

areas without internet access. Thousands of homes

were destroyed, while 83 religious buildings, 50

schools, and 19 hospitals and clinics were damaged or

destroyed by airstrikes. [Mizzima]

Meanwhile, the Human Rights Foundation of Monland

(HURFOM) has reported worsening gendered impacts

of the conflict in southeastern Myanmar. According to

HURFOM’s field data, 18 women were killed, 53 were

injured, and 28 were arbitrarily arrested from July to

September. Many of these attacks are said to have

occurred in areas without active fighting.

Throughout the quarter, the organization documented

numerous cases of women and children trapped in

their homes and villages as junta forces launched

artillery, airstrikes, and mortar shelling. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Human rights organization

reports junta troops’ killings and rape in

Northern Shan State

(anl) The Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) has

reported extrajudicial killings and sexual violence junta
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troops during operations to seize Kyaukme in northern

Shan State. According to SHRF, on September 24, junta

soldiers killed four civilians sheltering in farm huts

about 10 kilometers from Kyaukme town, including a

16-year-old girl who was also raped. The attack

occurred amid a large-scale military campaign to

retake the area from the Ta’ang National Liberation

Army, displacing more than 10,000 villagers since

August.

Witnesses reported that about 100 junta troops

patrolling near Na Ai Khan village shot dead a monk

who tried to flee and later killed a mother, her 16-year-

old daughter, and her 12-year-old son hiding in a

nearby hut. The girl was found naked with signs of

sexual assault, and her parents and brother were

fatally shot. Their father, Loong Aw, discovered the

bodies the next morning.

Throughout September, Kyaukme Township came

under heavy junta bombardment, with frequent

airstrikes and shelling damaging homes, temples, and

civilian infrastructure across more than a dozen

villages.  [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Women’s groups urge Arakan

Army to release detained Rakhine

journalist

(anl) Three women’s organizations have called on the

Arakan Army (AA) to immediately release Mudra, a

female journalist detained for two weeks in northern

Rakhine State, and to respect press freedom in conflict

areas.

In a joint statement, Myanmar Women in Media

(MWiM), the Burma Women’s Union (BWU), and Sisters

2 Sisters marked the 14th day since Mudra’s arrest.

The groups said she was taken from her home in

Maungdaw Township by AA intelligence officers.

The organizations condemned the ongoing pressure

and arrests targeting media workers, warning that

Mudra’s prolonged detention could endanger her

safety and further erode press freedom in conflict

zones. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Energy Minister eyes increase

in power output
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(su) Union Minister for Energy U Ko Ko Lwin has said

that Myanmar could increase its current electricity

production by more than 30 percent if gas leakage and

wastage were effectively controlled. Around 85 percent

of the country’s natural gas consumption is currently

used for power generation.

During a visit to the Titut pipeline base station in Bago

Region on September 4, the minister inspected

operations of the Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise

(MOGE) and reviewed pipeline efficiency measures. He

noted that significant losses occur due to aging

infrastructure, low-performing equipment, and

inaccurate metering systems. Plans are underway to

upgrade and replace pipelines, along with

improvements to monitoring systems.

The Ministry of Energy is working with the Ministry of

Electric Power to reduce wastage by repairing or

replacing low-efficiency generators and installing more

advanced machinery at power plants. Upgrading

projects for domestic gas networks, including pipeline

replacements in Yangon Region, are also in progress.

U Ko Ko Lwin instructed officials to reuse recovered

pipes where possible and to ensure proper

maintenance to extend their lifespan. [Eleven Media

Group]

Myanmar: Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

calls for systematic repair measures for

mine-damaged Goteik Viaduct

(su) Acting President and Chairman of the State

Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min

Aung Hlaing, has instructed authorities to conduct

systematic repairs and security enhancements on the

historic Goteik Viaduct, which was damaged by

landmines planted by insurgents.

During an inspection tour on October 2 of the Pyin Oo

Lwin Railway Station and the Thu Mingalar Market

construction site, he reviewed ongoing restoration

work between piers 16 and 2 of the Goteik-Nawng Pein

bridge. The repairs involve installing new steel frames

according to the original design to restore operations

on the Mandalay–Lashio railway line.

Min Aung Hlaing emphasized the need to reinforce

bridges along the railway, ensure proper track stone

specifications, and complete preparatory measures for

the safe resumption of train services. He also called for

the use of coal-fired locomotives on the Pyin Oo Lwin–

Goteik–Nawng Bein section to attract domestic and
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international tourists, and for increasing passenger

train services during the upcoming Thadingyut

holidays.

Later, he inspected the ongoing construction of Pyin

Oo Lwin’s new six-storey high-end market, where he

directed officials to align development with urban

expansion, enforce orderliness, and ensure proper

utility systems once the project is completed. [Eleven

Media Group]

Myanmar: Junta offers monthly bonus to

loyal staff

(su) The military regime has announced a monthly

allowance of MMK 30.000 (USD 14.30) for government

employees who are not participating in the Civil

Disobedience Movement (CDM), beginning in October.

The measure applies to both civilian and military

personnel under junta control, as well as retirees. Daily

wage earners in government departments and

affiliated organizations will receive an additional MMK

1.000 (USD 0.48)

The allowance will not cover employees on overseas

study leave or retired personnel living abroad. This is

the junta’s third allowance increase since the 2021

coup—two for active employees and one for retirees—

and is presented as an effort to offset rising living

costs.

The move comes as Myanmar’s economy has sharply

deteriorated since the coup, with persistent inflation

straining household incomes. The United Nations

Development Programme estimated in June that

around 2.7 million people in Yangon are living in

poverty, with conditions continuing to worsen.

[Mizzima]

Myanmar: Thousands displaced by

ongoing clashes in Kayin State’s Myawady

Township

(su)Around 5,000 civilians have been displaced by

intensified clashes in northern and southern Myawady

Township, Kayin State, with many still in urgent need of

humanitarian assistance.

In the north, fighting has forced approximately 2,500

residents from villages including Noe Phoe,

Hteemuhta, Paw Law, Thanpaya, Chedaw, and Kamara
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to flee. They are currently sheltering in nearby safer

villages such as Kyauk Khoe, Kwee Lay, Kaw Wah, Htee

Char Yar, Htee Law Thae, and Htee Wah Pa Law. On

October 5, Brigadier General Saw Tin Win, Commander

of Border Guard Force Region 2, and his wife

distributed clothing and household supplies to the

displaced, marking their second round of relief

donations.

“The people fled with nothing. Many have no clothes or

belongings. There’s still much more to be done. When

there is war, there can be no peace. Only without war

will peace exist,” the commander said during the visit.

In southern Myawady, ongoing clashes in the Lay Kay

Kaw area have displaced around 3,000 civilians. They

are currently staying at seven temporary camps near

the Thaungyin River along the Thai-Myanmar border,

awaiting additional aid and support. [Eleven Media

Group]

Myanmar: Junta-aligned militia led by

monk abducting young men in Sagaing

(anl) In Sagaing, Buddhist monk U Waiponla is

reportedly leading a militia aligned with the military

regime, working with the 33rd Light Infantry Division to

forcibly conscript young men. Operations, led on the

ground by his disciple Saw Pyae Chan Thar, involve

raiding neighborhoods, abducting residents, and firing

warning shots.

Abductees are taken to Waiponla Monastery, where

families are forced to pay MMK 5–6 million (USD 2,400–

2,850) for release; those unable to pay are sent to the

army. Over 50 men were reportedly seized in late

September, primarily targeting internally displaced

persons. The militia is estimated to have over 1,000

members in Sagaing. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Civilians killed by junta

airstrikes in Kachin State

(su) At least 11 civilians, including two five-year-old

children, were killed after the Myanmar military

conducted two airstrikes on Sadone town in Kachin

State on 29 September, according to the Kachin

Independence Army (KIA).

The attacks struck a local market near a school in the

afternoon and evening, with the second airstrike

hitting during ongoing rescue operations. The KIA
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described the strikes as deliberate attacks on civilians

and rescue teams, noting that Sadone was not an

active combat zone at the time.

Sadone, located about 25 miles west of Kanpaikti near

the China border, has been under KIA control since

June 2024. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta recaptures Kyaukme

after intense clashes with Ta’ang National

Liberation Army

(su) Heavy fighting in northern Shan State has

culminated in the Myanmar military regaining control

of Kyaukme town after more than a month of clashes

with the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), a key

member of the Brotherhood Alliance’s Operation 1027.

Launched in late October 2023, Operation 1027 is a

coordinated offensive by the TNLA, Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), and Arakan Army

(AA) aimed at ousting junta forces from northern

Myanmar, particularly along strategic trade and

transport routes.

Intense battles raged through September as junta

forces attempted to retake Kyaukme. On September

30, multiple government offices—including the fire

station, police station, forestry office, criminal

investigation department, and the Union Solidarity and

Development Party (USDP) office—were destroyed by

fire. Witnesses attributed the fires to TNLA fighters

withdrawing after torching the buildings, while some

exile media suggested junta drone strikes may have

caused them.

TNLA flags were removed from the town on September

29, indicating a likely pullback. The military launched its

assault on August 19 after capturing Nawnghkio in July,

eventually securing Kyaukme in early October.

Clearance operations extended five miles beyond the

Kyaukme toll gate toward Hsipaw on October 2, with

residents reporting continued artillery and gunfire.

The regime has instructed government staff to return

to work within three days, beginning with education

personnel transported in convoys from Nawnghkio.

Control of Kyaukme secures a crucial section of

National Highway 3 linking Mandalay to Muse via

Lashio, positioning the military to push further east

toward Hsipaw.

The TNLA, operating under the broader strategy of

Operation 1027, had captured Kyaukme along with

several other towns over the past two years and
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remains active in surrounding areas. China is

reportedly pressuring the TNLA and its Kokang allies to

hand over key towns, including Hsipaw and Mogoke, to

the junta. [Eleven Media Group] [The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Political fallout from

corruption scandal continues

(ghd) A corruption scandal involving the Philippines’

infrastructure projects has triggered high-level political

resignations as a sweeping government investigation

continues to uncover alleged bid-rigging, kickbacks,

and ghost projects. At the heart of the controversy are

billions of dollars in public funds allocated for flood

control, which are now believed to have been

systematically funneled into the pockets of contractors

and politicians. This scandal led to the creation of the

Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI), which

has been tasked by President Marcos with

spearheading the formal inquiry into the allegations.

The most significant fallout has been in the Senate.

Senator Lacson has announced his intention to resign

as chair of the Blue Ribbon Committee. His departure

would effectively stop the Senate’s parallel

investigation into the scandal. Lacson’s announcement

came after a photo of him with the Discaya couple,

contractors who have been implicated in the probe,

circulated publicly. Lacson has since stated that the

photo was a one-time occurrence during a past

campaign. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin1]

As the ICI investigation deepens, authorities have

frozen nearly 1,600 bank accounts to prevent the

movement of assets potentially linked to the alleged

graft. The focus on Senator Mark Villar, who headed

the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH)

from 2016 to 2021, has also intensified. The justice

department is investigating the Villar family for

government projects worth approximately USD 319.5

million that were awarded to a relative. Villar, who has

been summoned by the ICI, has denied any

wrongdoing. The Villar clan, prominent in both real

estate and politics, is notably among the wealthiest

Filipinos. Villar’s parents, Manuel and Cynthia, have

both served in congress. Manuel ran for president in

2010 but lost to Aquino. [Bloomberg] [Forbes]

[Inquirer3] [Inquirer4] [Manila Bulletin2]

The investigation is also examining the roles of key

business figures and firms. A company linked to

former representative Co, who now been dropped

from the roll of members in congress, was named in a

complaint filed by the DPWH with the Philippine
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Competition Commission for alleged anti-competitive

behavior. The activities of businessman and campaign

donor Maynard Ngu, who has been described as a

potential "bagman," are also under scrutiny.

Meanwhile, construction firms owned by the Discayas

face staggering potential penalties of up to USD 5.18

billion for their alleged role in rigging DPWH flood

control contracts. [Inquirer5] [Inquirer6]  [Manila

Bulletin3] [Manila Bulletin4]

The revelations have sparked widespread public fury

over the alleged misuse of taxpayer money. In Davao

City, bishops, students, and teachers have already

taken to the streets to protest. Organizers are now

mobilizing for a massive nationwide protest, dubbed

the Trillion Peso March, scheduled for November 30, to

demand accountability and an end to systemic

corruption. [Inquirer7] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Senate resolution on Duterte

house arrest sparks debate

(ghd) A resolution adopted by the Senate requesting

the ICC to place former President Duterte under house

arrest for humanitarian considerations has ignited a

firestorm of controversy, drawing both support and

sharp condemnation from various sectors. The move is

seen by supporters to accord respect to a former head

of state, while critics have raised their concerns.

[Inquirer1] [Manila Bulletin1]

The Senate's resolution has been met with fierce

opposition. A group of legislations from the House of

Representatives has trashed the measure, calling it a

"brazen cover-up" designed to shield the former

president from accountability. A lawyers' group has

also denounced the call for house arrest, labeling it an

"act of betrayal" to the thousands of victims of the

drug war. [Inquirer2] [Inquirer3] [Manila Bulletin2]

The ICC is investigating Duterte's war on drugs for

alleged crimes against humanity, committed during his

tenure as mayor and president. Specifically, it is

alleged that Duterte is responsible for widespread and

systematic extrajudicial killings of thousands of

individuals suspected of being involved in the drug

trade.

In early 2025, the ICC issued a warrant for Duterte's

arrest, and he was subsequently taken into custody in

the Philippines and transferred to The Hague.

Prosecutors have since detailed the charges, alleging

his involvement as an indirect co-perpetrator in

numerous murders carried out by both police and
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non-state actors as part of the anti-drug campaign. The

case is currently in the pre-trial phase, with

proceedings to confirm the charges pending. [Al-

Jazeera]

Philippines: Supreme Court delays

elections in the Muslim Mindanao

autonomous region after voiding

redistricting law

(ghd/ms) The Supreme Court has postponed the first

regular elections in the Bangsamoro Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)—the self-

governing region created under the 2019 Bangsamoro

Organic Law to replace the Autonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanao. The Court voided a recently passed

BARMM redistricting law (redistricting means drawing

new electoral-map boundaries) and moved the polls,

originally set for October 13, to a date no later than

March 31, 2026.

Why the Court stepped in: while BARMM has

autonomy over many local matters, the Constitution

and the Organic Law set limits. The justices ruled that

the Bangsamoro parliament’s redistricting measure

was unconstitutional—i.e., beyond what the Organic

Law or the Constitution allows or inconsistent with

national standards for representation. The

postponement is meant to give the Commission on

Elections (Comelec)—the national election body—and

the BARMM government time to put in place valid

districts before voting.

The costs: Comelec said more than USD 17.27 million

in preparations for the October vote will be written off

(procured materials, logistics, training, etc.). The

agency has given BARMM until the end of October to

submit a new, legally compliant districting plan so

election timelines can be reworked.

The politics: BARMM has been run during a transition

period by former leaders of the Moro Islamic

Liberation Front (MILF), the ex-rebel group that signed

a peace deal with Manila and now leads the regional

government. Reports of internal rifts within MILF

predate the ruling; the delay is expected to intensify

competition among factions over candidate slates and

control of regional institutions.

Bottom line: the Court’s decision aims to ensure a

lawful map and credible vote, but it also adds cost,

compresses timelines, and raises political temperature

in a region where electoral stability underpins the
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peace process. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Manila

Bulletin1] [Manila Bulletin2] [Manila Bulletin3]

Philippines: Vice President’s budget under

fire as House wraps up budget debates

(ghd) The proposed 2026 national budget has moved

closer to approval in the House of Representatives, but

not before a heated controversy erupted over the

budget for the Office of the Vice President (OVP), with

Vice President Duterte's repeated absence from

plenary debates fueling calls from lawmakers to slash

her office's funding. [Inquirer1] [Manila Bulletin1] 

The OVP's budget hearing was repeatedly deferred

after no executive-level officials showed up to defend

the proposal. Duterte eventually set conditions for her

appearance, which were not met, leading to her

continued snub of the hearings. This prompted

minority lawmakers to vow to cut the OVP's budget,

with some questioning the necessity of the allocated

funds given the lack of transparency from the OVP.

[Inquirer2] [Inquirer3] [Manila Bulletin2]

The contentious debates over the OVP's budget were a

key feature of the extended plenary sessions in the

House. House leadership extended the debates to

ensure all aspects of the proposed national budget

were thoroughly scrutinized, with Speaker Dy

reiterating his commitment to passing a budget free

from questionable insertions. [Inquirer4] [Manila

Bulletin3] [Manila Bulletin4] [Manila Bulletin5]

As the plenary debates concluded, calls for broader

budgetary reforms to combat corruption grew louder.

Lawmakers are now targeting unprogrammed funds,

with proposals to completely remove them from the

2026 budget to prevent their misuse. Senator Sotto

has backed this move, also calling for an end to the

President's ability to certify budget bills as urgent, a

practice that has been criticized for limiting debate.

[Inquirer5] [Manila Bulletin6]

Philippines: Agriculture, social protection,

education top 44-bill agenda for 20th

Congress

(ghd/ms) The executive and legislative branches

agreed on a 44-measure Common Legislative Agenda

(CLA) at a Legislative-Executive Development Advisory

Council (LEDAC) meeting in Malacañang on September
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30, aligning priorities for the 20th Congress around

agriculture and fisheries, social protection and health,

education, energy and environment, governance, the

digital economy, disaster resilience, immigration, and

growth and jobs. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said

amendments to the Local Government Code and the

Rice Tariffication Law should move first, calling them

critical to improving governance efficiency and

agricultural competitiveness.

Agriculture- and fisheries-related items include

amendments to the Rice Tariffication Law and the

Fisheries Code, measures to strengthen fisheries

management, and changes to the Coconut Farmers

and Industry Trust Fund Act. Social protection and

health proposals cover amendments to the 4Ps

conditional cash transfer law and the Universal Health

Care Act, institutionalization of Assistance to

Individuals in Crisis Situations (AICS), and

establishment of a National Center for Geriatric Health.

Education measures include upgrades to the

Masustansyang Pagkain para sa Batang Pilipino (school

feeding) law, expanded support for students and

teachers in private schools, and reforms to teacher

professionalization. Energy and environmental security

items feature the Department of Water Resources bill,

a Waste-to-Energy bill, amendments to the Electric

Power Industry Reform Act (EPIRA), the National Land

Use Act, an excise tax on single-use plastics, a Blue

Economy bill, and biofuels reforms.

Governance and transparency proposals include a

Progressive Budgeting Act, a Right to Information Act,

amendments to the Anti-Money Laundering Act, a

review of the Local Government Code, potential tax

amnesties, bank secrecy waivers for civil servants, and

a Magna Carta for Barangays. The digital economy

package spans cybersecurity, digital payments,

regulation of online gambling, and rules on the fair use

of social media, artificial intelligence, and internet

technologies in elections.

Additional items cover disaster resilience (including

National Building Code amendments and a Disaster

Risk Financing Insurance Act), modernization of the

Bureau of Immigration, a Masterplan for Infrastructure

and National Development, MSME support,

strengthening the Bases Conversion and Development

Authority, a National Reintegration bill for OFWs, and a

Presidential Merit Scholarship Program. [Manila

Bulletin] [Philippines News Agency] [PhilStar]
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Philippines: Senator quashes leadership

ouster rumors

(ghd/ms) Senate Majority Leader Juan Miguel “Migz”

Zubiri dismissed talk of an ouster plot against Senate

President Vicente “Tito” Sotto III after an old clip

resurfaced online showing him criticizing Senate

leadership. Zubiri said the video is authentic but was

recorded months earlier “under very different

circumstances,” not during Sotto’s current tenure. He

urged the public to ignore misleading posts and said

the chamber is united and focused on legislation.

[Manila Bulletin]

The chatter followed September’s leadership reshuffle,

when Sotto was elected Senate President on

September 8, replacing Francis “Chiz” Escudero. The

change triggered realignments in committee

assignments and in the majority–minority composition,

with several senators associated with the previous

administration moving to the minority bloc. Against

that backdrop, the recycled video fueled speculation of

fresh maneuvering, prompting Zubiri to issue a

clarification and to emphasize continuity under the

new leadership.

Zubiri described Sotto’s approach as consultative,

citing regular caucuses where senators air positions

and build consensus before floor action. He said the

process has improved coordination within the majority

and reduced last-minute disputes on the floor. Sotto’s

allies likewise point to a steadier legislative tempo

since the transition, with the chamber prioritizing

budget work and measures aligned with the

executive’s agenda on agriculture, social protection,

governance reforms, and the digital economy.

Rumors of Senate “coups” are not unusual in Philippine

politics, where leadership changes can be sparked by

shifting coalitions, committee control, or

disagreements over high-profile investigations. In this

case, Zubiri framed the controversy as a

misinformation episode rather than a genuine test of

numbers. He said colleagues in the majority continue

to back Sotto and that no motion for leadership

change is being circulated. [Daily Tribune] [Manila

Bulletin]

Philippines: Contractor couple may face

about USD 5.17 billion in fines over alleged

flood-project bid rigging
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(ms) The Department of Public Works and Highways

(DPWH) has referred multiple bid-rigging cases to the

Philippine Competition Commission (PCC) involving

flood-control projects, saying companies owned by

contractor couple Curlee and Sarah Discaya could face

combined penalties of up to PHP 300 billion (about

USD 5.17 billion) if violations across their award history

are proven. From 2016 to 2025, firms linked to the

Discayas reportedly won 1,214 flood-control contracts

worth PHP 77.934 billion (about USD 1.34 billion); with

a maximum penalty of PHP 250 million per contract

under the Philippine Competition Act, potential

exposure could reach PHP 300 billion, DPWH Secretary

Vince Dizon said.

Two initial complaints cover 12 projects in Bulacan and

Mimaropa, naming five contractors: Wawao Builders,

IM Construction Corporation, SYMS Construction

Trading Inc., St. Timothy Construction Corporation

(Discayas), and Sunwest Inc. The DPWH estimates

penalties for these 12 contracts at around PHP 2.3

billion (about USD 39.7 million). The filings draw on

DPWH and Commission on Audit findings and

testimony at congressional hearings, including Senate

Blue Ribbon statements in which the Discayas

described practices consistent with bid manipulation

and admitted related company ownership.

Parallel actions are underway. Evidence has been

submitted to the Professional Regulation Commission

to seek the revocation of licenses for 20 engineers and

other professionals allegedly involved in anomalous

projects in Bulacan. Separately, the Anti-Money

Laundering Council has secured successive Court of

Appeals freeze orders now covering more than PHP 4

billion (about USD 69 million) in assets—bank

accounts, properties, vehicles, insurance policies, and

e-wallets—linked to the infrastructure probes.

The DPWH has also forwarded a list of 18 properties

tied to the Discayas to the Independent Commission

for Infrastructure and the AMLC for possible forfeiture;

the assets, including a Pasig City residence, are

appraised at roughly PHP 1 billion (about USD 17.2

million). Officials additionally flagged a procurement

pattern in which 15 contractors secured 20 percent of

flood-control projects worth PHP 100 billion (about

USD 1.72 billion) over the past three years, a

distribution they say is consistent with bid rotation. All

parties retain due-process rights as inquiries proceed.

[GMA News] [PhilStar] [Rappler]

Philippines: Commission on Appointments

confirms new secretaries
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(ghd/ms) The members of the Commission on

Appointments (CA) unanimously confirmed the

appointments of Sharon Garin and Henry Aguda as the

new Secretaries of the Departments of Energy (DOE)

and Information and Communications Technology

(DICT), respectively. These confirmations come as both

departments face significant challenges. The DOE is

contending with rising electricity costs and the need to

expand sustainable, reliable supply, while the DICT is

focused on cybersecurity, digital transformation, e-

governance, and closing the digital divide. The CA also

approved the promotion of 39 Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) officers.

On the military slate, several names are noteworthy for

their current portfolios and what they signal about

defense priorities. Lieutenant General Rey Alemania—

confirmed to three-star—heads the AFP Joint

Sustainment Command and previously served as

Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics (J4), underscoring an

emphasis on readiness, supply chains, and

maintenance across services. Major General Loreto

Pasamonte and Major General Christopher Tampus

also advanced; Tampus has served as assistant division

commander of the 11th Infantry “Alakdan” Division,

which operates in counterinsurgency and

counterterrorism theaters in the south. Two senior

Navy officers moved up to flag rank—Rear Admiral

Vincent Sibala and Rear Admiral Constancio Arturo

Reyes Jr.—strengthening maritime leadership amid

ongoing patrol and domain-awareness demands. The

list also included reserve promotions, notably Michael

Odylon Romero to Colonel in the Philippine Air Force

Reserve, reflecting continued efforts to deepen the

reserve component’s bench. [GMA News] [Inquirer1]

[Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Arraignment of accused in gas

project case moved to November 7

(ghd) The arraignment of former Energy Secretary Cusi

and his other co-accused has been rescheduled by the

Sandiganbayan, the anti-graft court, to November 7.

This move will enable the court to resolve a pending

motion for reconsideration which has been filed by the

accused. [Inquirer1]

Cusi and his co-accused are facing graft charges in

connection with the 2019 sale of a 45 percent stake in

the Malampaya gas project. The Malampaya field off

Palawan supplies gas to several power plants in Luzon.

In 2019–2020, Chevron and Shell moved to divest their

respective 45 percent stakes. UC Malampaya, a unit of

Udenna Corporation, acquired Chevron’s share;
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Udenna later sought to acquire Shell’s interest. Udenna

is owned by Dennis Uy, a close ally and major

campaign donor to former president Rodrigo Duterte

—a relationship that drew heightened scrutiny of the

sale and DOE approvals.

Defense counsel argues DOE actions followed existing

rules and that ultimate approvals rested with other

agencies; prosecutors counter that diligence and

fitness tests were bypassed to clear the deal. The

proceedings beginning October 3 will determine

whether the case advances to full trial. [Inquirer2]

[PhilStar1] [PhilStar2]

Philippines: Mayor pleads not guilty to

graft, extortion charges

(ghd) Pampanga Mayor Punsalan has pleaded not

guilty to graft and extortion charges before the

Sandiganbayan, the anti-graft court. The charges stem

from allegations made by Real Steel Corporation that

Punsalan demanded USD1.3 million in exchange for

not revoking the company’s tax incentives. Punsalan

was arrested in an entrapment operation where he

allegedly received a bag containing USD 516 thousand.

In addition to the criminal charges, Real Steel

Corporation has also filed administrative cases against

Punsalan for grave misconduct and serious dishonesty.

[Inquirer]

Philippines: Cancellation of Duterte Youth

party-list’s registration finalized

(ghd) The Commission on Elections (Comelec) has

certified as final its ruling to cancel the registration of

the Duterte Youth party-list.

The Comelec’s Second Division has previously ruled

that the party’s registration was void from the start as

it failed to meet the publication and hearing

requirements. Additionally, the party made untruthful

statements regarding the eligibility of its nominees and

did not genuinely intent to represent its purported

sector. The ruling also cited other violations of election

laws, such as advocating for violence and making a

mockery of the electoral process, which was

committed by the party. [Manila Bulletin1]

As a result of this cancellation, three new party-list

groups have been proclaimed as winners in the 2025

mid-term elections, with their representatives officially
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taking their seats in Congress. The proclamation was

based on a recent Supreme Court precedent that

allows the proclamation of the next-in-rank groups

when seats are vacated due to disqualification. The

new representatives were sworn into office by House

Speaker Dy on October 2. Currently, there are 318

members in the 20th Congress. [Inquirer] [Manila

Bulletin2] [Manila Bulletin3]

Philippines: Anti-graft court denies

senator’s plea for dismissal of graft

charges

(ghd) The Sandiganbayan, the anti-graft court, denied

Senator Estrada’s plea for the dismissal of his

remaining graft charges stemming from the pork

barrel scandal.

The charges allege that Estrada misused over USD 3.4

million of his pork barrel by channeling these funds to

fictitious projects through NGOs. Estrada argued for

the dismissal on the grounds of double jeopardy, as

the graft charges are based on the same set of facts as

a previous plunder case against him.

The court rejected this argument. It held that there is

no rule requiring the dismissal of a graft case simply

because it is also a predicate act in a plunder case.

Following this denial, the defense began the

presentation of their evidence on October 2.

[Inquirer1] [Manila Bulletin]

The pork barrel scam was a massive political scandal

that broke in 2013. Allegedly, lawmakers’ discretionary

funds were funneled into fake NGOs for non-existent

projects. In exchange for endorsing these bogus NGOs,

lawmakers reportedly received substantial kickbacks,

often amounting to 40 to 50 percent of the project’s

value. Senator Estrada was among the highest profile

lawmakers implicated and was accused of receiving

more than USD 3.1 million in kickbacks.

In 2014, Estrada was charged with plunder and

multiple counts of graft and was detained for three

years before being granted bail. In 2024, the

Sandiganbayan acquitted him of plunder, as the

prosecution failed to prove beyond reasonable doubt

that he breached the required threshold amount for

this crime. While he was initially found guilty of bribery

and was convicted on lesser charges, these were

subsequently reversed on appeal. [GMANews1]

[GMANews2] [GMANews3] [Inquirer2] [PhilStar]

[Rappler]
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Philippines: Former budget officials plead

not guilty in COVID-19 graft case

(ghd) Three former officials of the Department of

Budget and Management have pleaded not guilty to

graft charges in connection with the anomalous

purchase of COVID-19 test kits in 2020. Two other co-

accused are yet to enter their plea due to a pending

motion.

The graft charges before the Sandiganbayan, the anti-

graft court, are related to three separate transactions

between the government and Pharmally

Pharmaceuticals Corporation for RT-PCR test kits, with

a total value of USD 71.6 million. According to the

Office of the Ombudsman, this deal was questionable

considering Pharmally’s paid-up capital was only USD

10 thousand, thus making the company’s financial

capacity to purchase the test kits doubtful. The

proposed prices for the test kits was also found

dubious. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Criminal charges filed against

former mayor Alice Guo

(ghd) The National Bureau of Investigation has filed

multiple criminal complaints against dismissed

Bamban, Tarlac mayor Alice Guo and three family

members, including 30 counts of falsification of public

documents and 30 counts of simulation of minimum

capital stock under the Anti-Dummy Law. Investigators

allege the Guos misrepresented themselves as Filipino

in corporate filings while holding majority stakes in

firms subject to foreign-ownership limits; Alice Guo

also faces six additional falsification counts.

In a ruling dated September 24, a Tarlac regional trial

court nullified Guo’s birth certificate, siding with a

petition by the Solicitor General and the Philippine

Statistics Authority that she was ineligible for late

registration. The complaints draw on evidence

gathered by the NBI and during Senate hearings.

The case originated in probes of an online gaming and

scam hub in Tarlac that authorities say was partly

owned or controlled by entities linked to the former

mayor. Lawmakers contend Guo is a Chinese national,

Guo Hua Ping, who assumed a fraudulent Filipino

identity—placing the matter squarely at the

intersection of local politics, national security, and

foreign interference.
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After her dismissal as mayor, Guo fled the country in

July 2024, was arrested in Indonesia in September

2024, and was extradited to the Philippines. In addition

to the new charges, she faces allegations of human

trafficking and money laundering tied to the same

network.

Beyond the immediate criminal case, the episode

highlights systemic vulnerabilities: gaps in civil

registration and beneficial-ownership disclosure,

uneven enforcement of the Anti-Dummy Law and

foreign-ownership caps, and risks linked to POGO-

adjacent businesses, cross-border payments, and shell

entities. Authorities stress that the accused are

presumed innocent; the new filings move the matter to

the courts even as regulators pursue parallel clean-ups

of registries, licensing, and oversight of the online

gaming sector. [Al Jazeera] [Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Conviction of former gaming

chief, four others upheld

(ghd) The Sandiganbayan, the anti-graft court, affirmed

with modifications the convictions for graft and

malversation of five former Philippine Amusement and

Gaming Corporation (PAGCOR) officials, which included

former chairman Genuino.

The case revolved around the illegal disbursement of

PAGCOR funds from 2005 to 2008 for promotional

items for an organization founded by Genuino. The

convicted respondents now face imprisonment,

perpetual disqualification from public office, and

substantial fines amounting to more than USD 777

thousand. The court modified the decision, requiring

them to jointly and severally reimburse the

government for the amounts corresponding to their

fines, with an added six percent annual interest until

the amount is fully paid. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Shortlist for Ombudsman

post revealed

(ghd) The Judicial and Bar Council (JBC), the body

responsible for vetting applicants to the judiciary and

the Office of the Ombudsman, has officially

recommended a shortlist of seven candidates,

including incumbent Justice Secretary Remulla, to

President Marcos for the position of Ombudsman. The

vacancy arises as incumbent Ombudsman Martires

concludes his seven-year term. Alongside Remulla, the
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list comprises a mix of current and former government

officials, including a justice from the anti-graft court, a

former elections official, and justices from the appeals

court.

The next Ombudsman will take the helm of the

independent office tasked with investigating and

prosecuting government officials accused of crimes,

particularly graft and corruption. The selection comes

at a critical time, as a massive corruption scandal

involving infrastructure projects is currently unfolding,

leading to a wide-ranging investigation by the

Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI).

[Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Mayor suspended due to

alleged extortion

(ghd) Mayor Tetangco from Pampanga has been

handed a six-month suspension by the Office of the

Ombudsman after being found guilty of grave

misconduct. The suspension stems from a complaint

alleging that Tetangco demanded USD 864 from a

person who had been appointed as a department

head within the municipal government. When the

appointee refused to pay, Tetangco allegedly

obstructed the confirmation of their appointment.

In addition to the six-month suspension without pay,

the Ombudsman also imposed a fine equivalent to the

amount Tetangco allegedly tried to extort. [Inquirer]

Philippines: 1,699 detainees released

between July and October

(ghd) The Bureau of Corrections has released 1,699

detainees from its prison facilities nationwide between

July 31 and October 1. The majority of these have

completed their maximum sentences. Other reasons

for release include acquittal, parole, probation, grant

of habeas corpus petitions, and posting of bail. [Manila

Bulletin]

The Philippines’ prison system is notoriously

congested, which has created inhumane living

conditions for detainees. This has led the government’s

push to alleviate conditions through decongestion and

the promotion of rehabilitation programs, such as

probation and parole. [Supreme Court] [UN Office on

Drugs and Crime]
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Philippine inflation edges up to 1.7

percent in September on transport, food

(ms) Philippine headline inflation quickened for a

second straight month to 1.7 percent in September

2025 from 1.5 percent in August, the Philippine

Statistics Authority reported on Tuesday. The print

keeps the year-to-date average at 1.7 percent, still

below the government’s 2 to 4 percent target band and

under the 1.9 percent recorded in September 2024.

The pickup was led by a rebound in the transport

index, which swung to 1.0 percent year on year after a

0.3 percent contraction in August, reflecting firmer

gasoline and diesel prices. Food and non-alcoholic

beverages also nudged higher to 1.0 percent from 0.9

percent, driven by faster gains in vegetables, tubers,

plantains, cooking bananas, and pulses, where

inflation nearly doubled to 19.4 percent from 10.0

percent. A slower annual decline in corn (negative 4.5

percent from negative 11.8 percent) and faster

increases in oils and fats (9.3 percent) added to the

uptrend. Meanwhile, restaurants and accommodation

services ticked up to 2.4 percent from 2.3 percent.

Partly offsetting pressures, core inflation—which strips

out volatile food and energy—eased to 2.6 percent

from 2.7 percent, suggesting underlying price

momentum remains contained despite commodity

swings.

Regionally, NCR inflation cooled to 2.7 percent from 2.9

percent, as food price growth moderated in the capital.

Areas outside NCR tracked the national move,

accelerating to 1.5 percent from 1.1 percent. Central

Visayas posted the highest regional rate at 4.1 percent.

Policy makers are parsing mixed signals ahead of the

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas meeting on October 9. The

latest outturn sits within the BSP’s 1.5 to 2.3 percent

forecast range. Markets generally expect the policy

rate to be held at 5.0 percent, with officials noting that

risks stem from supply-side factors—including higher

transport costs, elevated vegetable prices, and policy

effects from the rice import suspension—while steady

global oil output and potential relief in electricity costs

could provide a counterweight. [Manila Bulletin]

[PhilStar] [Rappler]

Philippines: Corruption scandal hits

Philippine markets
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(ghd) Investor confidence in the Philippines soured this

September, causing the Philippine peso and stocks to

lag regional peers. A major factor in this decline is the

fallout from the corruption scandal involving

infrastructure projects, which led to a significant

withdrawal of foreign investment.

The main Philippine stock index capped its longest

losing streak since December, ending the month down

by 3.3 percent. The peso also declined, losing nearly 2

percent of its value against the USD.

Foreign investors have been selling their Philippine

holdings. In one day alone, a new amount of USD 34.5

million in stocks were offloaded, marking the most

substantial daily outflow in a month. The bond market,

which posted a 1.4 percent loss for investors holding

dollar-denominated bonds, was the worst-performing

in emerging Asia for the month. According to market

experts, investors are waiting to see how the

administration will handle the scandal and work to

restore confidence. [Bloomberg]

Philippines: Army chief says retired

officers sought a coup

(ghd/ms) Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief

Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr. said some retired officers

recently approached him and other commanders

about a military “intervention” in the wake of mass

protests over alleged corruption in flood-control

projects. Brawner clarified that the term “intervention,”

as used by those retirees, would amount to removing

the elected leadership—a coup d’état—if acted upon.

He said no active-duty officers entertained the

proposal and warned that any military role in politics

would “set the country back,” stressing the chain of

command remains intact.

The on-record acknowledgment marks the first

confirmation that overtures were made to the

uniformed services, moving the story beyond online

rumor. Brawner’s statement aims to deter further

lobbying and reassure the public and markets that the

AFP will not participate in extra-constitutional efforts to

unseat President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

The approaches came amid the largest anti-graft

demonstrations of the Marcos presidency and sharper

rhetoric from former president Rodrigo Duterte, who

urged the military to “correct” what he called fractured

governance. Authorities say there is no evidence of

operational steps associated with a coup—no unusual
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troop movements, logistics staging, or coordinated

“withdrawal of support” signals from service chiefs.

Military intervention remains a sensitive fault line in

Philippine politics, which has seen multiple putsch

attempts since the 1986 ouster of Ferdinand Marcos

Sr., including the 2003 Oakwood mutiny and the 2007

Manila Peninsula standoff. Brawner said the AFP

remains professional and apolitical, and that proposals

from outside the active service will not be entertained.

[Bloomberg] [Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Resumption of peace talks

with separatists urged

(ghd) A group of lawmakers from the House of

Representatives is calling for the immediate

resumption of peace talks between the government

and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to

address the current stalemate in the peace process.

The legislators have filed a resolution urging both

parties to return to the negotiating table. The call

comes amidst a deadlock that has stalled progress and

created uncertainty in the Bangsamoro Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). The lawmakers

emphasized the importance of dialogue to resolve

outstanding issues and ensure the full implementation

of the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro,

the landmark peace deal signed in 2014. They warned

that a prolonged impasse could undermine the gains

of the peace process and potentially lead to renewed

instability in the region. [Inquirer]

The MILF was originally an armed separatist group

which aimed to establish an independent Islamic state

in the southern Philippines. After numerous rounds of

negotiations, this long-standing conflict moved

towards resolution with the signing of the

Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro in

2014. This agreement established a new, more

powerful autonomous government, the Bangsamoro

Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM),

which the MILF now leads, marking its transition from

an armed revolutionary group to a political entity

governing the region. [Intelligence Resource Program -

FAS]

Singapore: Foreign liquidators lose case

against banks over Malaysia wealth

corruption, court rules
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(nl) Singapore’s High Court has dismissed a case

brought by foreign liquidators seeking to sue Standard

Chartered Bank and BSI Bank over transactions linked

to Malaysia’s scandal-hit sovereign wealth fund 1MDB.

The court ruled that Singapore’s cross-border

insolvency framework, enacted in 2018, could not

apply retroactively to the transactions, which took

place between 2009 and 2013.

The liquidators had alleged that Standard Chartered

enabled transfers that helped conceal misappropriated

funds, contributing to losses of more than USD 2.7

billion. While the court’s decision leaves them without

recourse in Singapore, the liquidators indicated they

were considering an appeal as part of broader efforts

to recover assets. [Reuters 1]

The 1MDB case remains one of Malaysia’s largest

corruption scandals, with former Prime Minister Najib

Razak serving a prison term since 2022 after being

found guilty of corruption and money laundering tied

to SRC International, a former 1MDB subsidiary. In

June 2025, Najib secured a discharge not amounting to

an acquittal in a separate money-laundering case due

to procedural delays, though he still faces an ongoing

trial over the core 1MDB allegations. [Reuters 2]

Singapore: Oil trader’s daughter denies

ordering server data wipe

(ms) Lim Huey Ching, daughter of oil tycoon Lim Oon

Kuin (O.K. Lim), went on trial on Oct 6 for allegedly

instructing an IT manager at Hin Leong Trading to

make deleted items on the firm’s servers

unrecoverable and to permanently dispose of earlier

backups. She pleaded not guilty, telling the court: “I

didn’t do it.”

Prosecutors said Lim, then a director of the oil trader,

gave the directions on Apr 13, 2020, a day before

advisers from PwC were due to image Hin Leong’s

servers amid signs of potential investigations.

According to the opening statement, IT staff removed

retention policies allowing recovery of emails and

initiated a fresh backup that overwrote earlier

versions, while mail journals and a user mailbox

containing copies of staff emails were deleted.

The state will rely on testimony from Hin Leong’s

former in-house counsel, PwC representatives, and IT

personnel, alongside deletion logs. The defence, led by

Advocatus Law, disputes that Lim issued the

instructions or intended to obstruct investigations.
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Hin Leong, once one of Asia’s largest independent oil

traders, collapsed in April 2020 after lenders

uncovered discrepancies in financed inventory and

unrecorded losses. In November 2024, O.K. Lim was

jailed for 17 and a half years for cheating and forgery

involving 112 million US dollars. The Lim family was

declared bankrupt following a multibillion-dollar

settlement with liquidators and HSBC.

If convicted of obstructing justice, Lim Huey Ching

faces up to seven years’ jail, a fine, or both. The trial

continues on Oct 7. [Channel News Asia] [The Strait

Times]

Singapore: Foreign exchange volumes

surge in Singapore, third largest hub

worldwide

(nl) Singapore’s foreign exchange (FX) market recorded

an average daily trading volume (ADTV) of USD 1.485

trillion in April 2025, a 60 percent increase from April

2022, according to the latest triennial survey by the

Bank for International Settlements. The city-state now

accounts for 11.8 percent of global FX activity, up from

9.5 percent, consolidating its position as the world’s

third-largest FX centre after the United Kingdom and

the United States.

Growth was broad-based across major currencies, led

by the US dollar, Japanese yen, and euro, with volumes

rising between 36 and 65 percent. Trading in the

Chinese renminbi and Australian dollar also expanded.

Spot, forward, and swap transaction, which together

made up about 90 percent of Singapore’s FX turnover,

increased by 42 to 61 percent over the three-year

period.

In addition, Singapore’s over-the-counter (OTC) interest

rate derivatives averaged USD 208 billion daily in April

2025, up 33 percent from 2022. Activity was most

pronounced in contracts linked to the US dollar,

Japanese yen, and Australian dollar, reinforcing

Singapore’s role as a regional price discovery and

hedging hub in global financial markets. [Monetary

Authority of Singapore]

Singapore: Manufacturing edges up

despite U.S. tariffs on pharmaceuticals

(nl) Singapore’s manufacturing activity edged into

expansion in September, with the purchasing
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managers’ index (PMI) rising slightly to 50.1 from 50 in

August. The electronics sector, which makes up about

40 percent of total output, recorded its fourth month

of growth with a PMI of 50.7. The improvement comes

despite fresh US tariffs on pharmaceuticals, one of

Singapore’s key export categories.

Analysts said the direct impact of the 100 percent levy

on branded and patented drugs is expected to be

limited. Many multinational pharmaceutical firms,

including Pfizer, are expanding production facilities in

the United States and have secured tariff exemptions.

At the same time, Singapore remains a base for high-

value manufacturing and research, with recent

investments such as Pfizer’s expanded Tuas facility and

Eli Lilly’s new digital health innovation hub.

Experts caution, however, that the broader trade

environment remains volatile. While Singapore’s PMI

uptick suggests resilience, economists highlight softer

momentum compared to earlier in the year, persistent

tariff uncertainty, and risks of weaker external

demand. Companies are also adjusting supply chains,

with some shifting final stages of production for the

U.S. market overseas while retaining more complex

manufacturing processes in Asia. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Digital economy grows to USD

100 billion as AI drives broader sector

gains

(nl) Singapore’s digital economy expanded to SGD

128.1 billion (USD 99.2 billion) in 2024, accounting for

18.6 percent of national output, according to the

Infocomm Media Development Authority’s latest

report. The sector grew by SGD 12 billion (USD 9.3

billion) from the previous year, supported by

digitalization across finance, wholesale trade, and

manufacturing. About one-third of the total value came

directly from the information and communications

sector, while the rest reflected digital transformation

across traditional industries.

Between 2019 and 2024, the digital economy grew at

an annual rate of 12 percent, outpacing Singapore’s

nominal GDP growth of 7.3 percent. The report noted

that digitalization remains a key growth driver even

amid a cautious global tech environment. More than

SGD 1 in every SGD 6 of economic output now

originates from digital activities, underscoring the

increasing integration of technology into Singapore’s

broader economic base.
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Employment in the technology sector also rose, with

214,000 professionals in 2024 compared with 208,300

the year before. Roles related to artificial intelligence,

data, and cybersecurity saw the fastest expansion,

particularly outside the information and

communications sector. Median monthly wages for

resident tech workers reached SGD 7,950 (USD6,160),

a 13.6 percent year-on-year rise and well above the

overall resident median of SGD 4,860 (USD 3,760).

Artificial intelligence adoption accelerated across

industries, with usage among small and medium-sized

enterprises tripling to 14.5 percent. Larger firms also

expanded adoption to 62.5 percent, driven by off-the-

shelf generative AI tools such as ChatGPT and Gemini.

IMDA’s findings showed that SMEs deploying AI-

enabled solutions under government productivity

schemes achieved average cost savings of over 50

percent, reflecting early efficiency gains as businesses

increasingly integrate AI into operations and

cybersecurity systems. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: New police chief appointed as

Singapore prepares leadership transition

in security forces

Deputy Commissioner of Police (Policy) How Kwang

Hwee will assume the post of Commissioner of Police

on January 6, 2026, following the retirement of Hoong

Wee Teck after ten years in the role. The Ministry of

Home Affairs said the 46-year-old officer has held

several key appointments, including director of the

Criminal Investigation Department and senior director

of policy development, and has led major national

operations and security planning exercises.

As deputy commissioner, How has been driving the

police’s technological transformation, including the use

of artificial intelligence in investigations and crime

prevention. He also led a review of the force’s service

delivery strategy, introducing changes to improve

public interactions with the police. His appointment

forms part of the ongoing renewal within Singapore’s

security and public service leadership ranks. [Channel

NewsAsia]

Thailand: Deepening divide over border

policy as referendum plan on Cambodia

accords sparks backlash
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(lm) Thailand is facing an intensifying political divide

over Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul’s proposal to

hold a national referendum on whether to revoke two

landmark border agreements with Cambodia — MoU

43 (2000) and MoU 44 (2001) — which for more than

two decades have served as the legal foundation for

managing overlapping land and maritime claims

between the two countries.

The two memorandums of understanding remain

central to Thailand–Cambodia boundary management.

MoU 43, signed in 2000 under then–prime minister

Chuan Leekpai, established the Thai–Cambodian Joint

Boundary Commission (JBC) to survey and demarcate

the 800-kilometer land border, large parts of which

remain unsettled because of colonial-era map

discrepancies and recurring disputes around the Preah

Vihear Temple, an 11th-century Khmer Hindu temple

located atop a cliff on the frontier, and the Dangrek

Mountains, a range forming part of the natural border

between the two countries.

MoU 44, concluded the following year under Thaksin

Shinawatra, created a framework for negotiating

shared petroleum exploration within a 26,000-square-

kilometer overlapping maritime zone in the Gulf of

Thailand, without either side relinquishing sovereign

rights. The National Security Council (NSC) has now

been tasked with reviewing both agreements.[Bangkok

Post 1]

The government’s push for a referendum follows a

resurgence of Thai–Cambodian border tensions in mid-

2025. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) first ruled

in 1962 that the Preah Vihear Temple lies on

Cambodian territory, a judgment reaffirmed in 2013

following Cambodia’s request for clarification. That

ruling, however, did not determine the ownership of

the surrounding land, which remains contested.

In June 2025, Cambodia again petitioned the ICJ to

adjudicate several disputed zones after renewed

clashes, arguing that bilateral mechanisms under the

MoUs had failed to yield progress. Thailand maintains

that such issues should continue to be handled under

MoU 43 and MoU 44 rather than through external

arbitration.

Amid these developments, nationalist politicians and

conservative factions accused the previous Pheu Thai–

led government – then under the leadership of

Thaksin’s daughter Paetongtarn Shinawatra – of

undermining national interests through its perceived

closeness to Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, and

called for the annulment of both MoUs, claiming they

had failed to prevent Cambodian encroachment. Prime
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Minister Anutin’s Bhumjaithai Party has positioned the

referendum as an exercise in democratic sovereignty,

arguing that Thai citizens should have the authority to

decide whether to retain or revoke the MoUs.

Supporters frame the initiative as a way to reaffirm

national ownership of foreign-policy decisions and

reset the country’s approach to its border disputes

with Cambodia.

Opponents, including the People’s Party (PP),

diplomats, and legal experts, counter that the MoUs

are technical and complex instruments that cannot be

reduced to a yes-or-no vote. Opposition leader

Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut called the plan an

“abdication of executive responsibility,” noting that

international treaties fall under the government’s

remit, not popular referendum. Citing a NIDA Poll

showing that about 70 percent of respondents had

little or no understanding of the MoUs, he warned that

such a vote could produce distorted or politicized

results. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Citing a National Institute of Development

Administration (NIDA) poll showing that roughly 70

percent of respondents had little or no understanding

of the MoUs, Natthaphong warned that a referendum

could produce distorted or politicized results. He also

argued that holding the vote alongside the next

general election — when voters already face two

parliamentary ballots — risks confusing the electorate

and conflating national security with campaign politics.

PP MP Rangsiman Rome added that even many

lawmakers lack full understanding of the accords and

pointed to a House committee, chaired by Digital

Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob,

that is still examining their implications. [Bangkok Post]

Former foreign minister Noppadon Pattama, who

served under Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej in

2008, stressed that the MoUs are vital for ensuring

disputes — such as those near Ta Muen Thom and Ta

Kwai — are resolved through bilateral negotiation

rather than renewed litigation before the ICJ. He

recalled that the court’s rulings in 1962 and 2013 on

Preah Vihear Temple did not fully define the

surrounding land, leaving open the risk of further

adjudication if bilateral frameworks collapse.

The House Committee on Foreign Affairs, chaired by

Saratsanun Unnopporn, has also expressed concern

that abolishing the MoUs would leave no legal or

diplomatic channel for dialogue, heightening the risk of

direct confrontation. The committee has summoned

Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow to clarify the

government’s position. [Bangkok Post 4]
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Thailand: Parliament to debate new

constitution amendment bill amid calls

for broad support

(lm) Thailand’s parliament is scheduled to begin

debating a new constitutional amendment bill on

October 14–15, with opposition parties urging

lawmakers and senators to endorse the proposal in its

first reading to allow a full review in subsequent

stages.

According to a lawmaker from the Bhumjaithai Party of

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, parliamentary

whips will meet this week to allocate debate time

among the government, opposition, and Senate. The

MP said coordination with senators is limited since

voting is a matter of individual privilege, and MPs are

still reviewing the bill line by line in light of previous

Constitutional Court rulings, which require a public

referendum before Parliament can initiate the drafting

of a new constitution and stipulate that such a process

may entail multiple referendums under the 2017

charter’s amendment framework.

The People’s Party (PP), led by Natthaphong

Ruengpanyawut, has called on all parliamentarians to

endorse the bill in principle to ensure progress toward

a more inclusive charter. The opposition party has

proposed creating a national consultative assembly

composed of citizen representatives to oversee the

drafting process, framing the initiative as a means to

restore public trust and expand democratic

participation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Parliament to debate

consolidated amnesty bill excluding royal

defamation offences

(msz/lm) Thailand’s House of Representatives is

preparing to debate a consolidated amnesty bill later

this month, coinciding with renewed attention to the

legacy of past political unrest after the Criminal Court

sentenced 11 former red-shirt leaders to prison for

their role in the 2010 anti-government protests. The

bill, which merges three previously approved drafts,

aims to grant amnesty for politically motivated

offences committed between 2005 and 2025 — a

period encompassing two coups, repeated mass

demonstrations, and cycles of political confrontation.
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Under the proposed legislation, criminal records would

be expunged, ongoing prosecutions dropped, and civil

cases involving the state terminated for those

convicted of political offences. However, the draft

explicitly excludes cases under the royal defamation

law (Section 112 of the Criminal Code), corruption-

related offences, and crimes resulting in death or

serious injury. Implementation would be overseen by a

nine-member review committee chaired by the prime

minister and including representatives from the Justice

Ministry, the National Human Rights Commission, and

civil society. The bill also allows for rehabilitation or

suspended proceedings for offenders who were

minors at the time of their actions.

The Criminal Court’s ruling on October 7 sentenced five

former red-shirt leaders — Jatuporn Prompan,

Weerakarn Musikapong, Nattawut Saikuar, Weng

Tojirakarn, and Adisorn Piangket — to four years and

four months in prison for violating emergency decrees

during the 2010 protests, while six others received

four-month sentences and two were acquitted. The

protests, organized by the United Front for Democracy

Against Dictatorship (UDD), sought to oust then-prime

minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and culminated in a military

crackdown that left at least 90 people dead and more

than 2,000 injured, according to Human Rights Watch.

Jatuporn, who has since become a critic of Thaksin

Shinawatra, said the group respected the verdict but

would appeal. [Bangkok Post 1]

Former Move Forward Party leader Chaithawat

Tulathon, now with the People’s Party, said the new

amnesty proposal reflects the shared intent of its three

merged drafts but confirmed his party will push for

debate on including lese-majeste (royal defamation)

cases, which remain excluded. Around 280 individuals

— many of them students — still face charges under

Section 112 for actions during the 2020–2021 protest

wave.

Five amnesty proposals were originally submitted, but

only those from the United Thai Nation Party, Kla-Thai

Party, and Bhumjaithai Party advanced beyond the first

reading. The United Thai Nation Party’s draft,

introduced by Wichai Sutsawat, serves as the primary

framework for the consolidated version. A Senate

committee earlier expressed support for limited

amnesty measures for young offenders as part of

broader reconciliation efforts. [Bangkok Post 2]

The renewed debate on political reconciliation

coincides with calls by former Higher Education

Minister Suvit Maesincee for a “third way” political

movement to bridge Thailand’s long-standing

ideological divide. Suvit has argued that Thai politics
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has been trapped for two decades in a cycle of

confrontation between conservative and reformist

forces, leaving the country polarized and economically

stagnant. He has proposed a new political formation

combining stability grounded in Thai tradition with

innovation-driven reform — a synthesis he says could

move Thailand beyond its binary power struggles

toward more principle-based, inclusive politics.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Prime minister’s open-door

policy and birthday show of unity

strengthen Bhumjaithai’s pre-election

momentum

(lm) Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has reinforced

his party’s growing dominance ahead of the next

general election, combining an open-door recruitment

strategy with visible public backing from key power

broker Newin Chidchob, the de facto leader of the

Bhumjaithai Party (BJT).

Anutin, who became prime minister on September 5

following the removal of Paetongtarn Shinawatra, told

reporters that Bhumjaithai “remains open to all who

wish to serve the nation,” after veteran politician Santi

Prompat, a former deputy finance minister and ex-

secretary-general of the Palang Pracharath Party

(PPRP), joined BJT along with his son, Pattana. The

move marks the latest in a wave of defections from

rival parties, with more than 50 politicians from the

United Thai Nation Party and others from Pheu Thai

and the Democrat Party reportedly crossing over. BJT

now claims the support of 146 MPs, compared with

Pheu Thai’s 143 — a development suggesting a

deliberate consolidation of power in the lower house

ahead of the expected dissolution of parliament early

next year. [Bangkok Post 1]

The defection wave came shortly before Newin

Chidchob publicly endorsed Anutin for another full

four-year term during a widely attended birthday

ceremony in Buri Ram, the political stronghold of the

Chidchob family. The event, which featured traditional

blessing rituals, was attended by senior cabinet

members and BJT figures and was interpreted as a

symbolic declaration of unity within the ruling

coalition.

Anutin, who also serves as interior minister, sought to

temper speculation about his political future, saying he

was focused on “completing the current term.”

Nevertheless, Newin’s public blessing — calling for
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Anutin to “win the election and bring stability to the

country” — was seen as a clear signal of the party’s

ambition to lead the next government. [Bangkok Post

2]

Thailand: Opposition party prepares

leadership overhaul as pardon bid of

former premier is denied

(lm) Thailand’s Justice Ministry has formally denied the

royal pardon request submitted on behalf of former

prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, confirming that he

will be required to serve the remainder of his one-year

prison sentence. The rejection reaffirms the stance of

the Department of Corrections and Thaksin’s previous

petition, which had already been reviewed and

dismissed under similar grounds.

Justice Minister Rutthapon Naowarat explained that

the review was conducted under Sections 259 and 261

of the Criminal Procedure Code, which outline the

ministry’s authority to examine petitions for royal

clemency. The process, he said, was completed in

accordance with legal procedure and subsequently

forwarded to the Cabinet Secretariat for record

purposes. However, he emphasized that the case is

considered confidential and does not require cabinet

deliberation. Cabinet Secretariat secretary-general

Natjaree Anantasilp confirmed this position, stating

that the petition was handled entirely within the Justice

Ministry’s jurisdiction and was not a matter to be

tabled before the cabinet. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok

Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

According to ministry sources, Thaksin—who returned

to Thailand in 2023 after 15 years in self-imposed exile

—is expected to serve his one-year term in full. The

Supreme Court ruled in September 2025 that the time

he spent receiving medical treatment at Police General

Hospital would not count toward his sentence. Earlier

investigations by the Medical Council of Thailand led to

the suspension of two doctors for falsifying medical

records that prolonged his hospital stay, prompting

their transfer to inactive positions. [Bangkok Post 4]

[Bangkok Post 5]

The renewed legal setback comes as Thaksin’s party,

Pheu Thai, prepares for a sweeping internal

reorganization and leadership renewal. At the

“Revamping Pheu Thai” event on October 7, party

leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra—Thaksin’s daughter—

announced that the party will nominate three “quality”

candidates for prime minister in the next general

election, expressing confidence that the nominees will
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“give people hope for the future.” Although she is

barred from contesting herself following her removal

from office by the Constitutional Court in August for

ethical violations, she continues to lead the party’s

strategic direction.

The reform process, informed by internal consultations

and public input, seeks to modernize party structures,

strengthen accountability, and reaffirm Pheu Thai’s

longstanding social welfare commitments such as

universal healthcare and rural development funds.

Former transport minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has

been assigned to oversee the party’s election

preparations, with early polls possible should the

House of Representatives be dissolved before January

2026. [Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post 6]

Thailand: Country’s oldest party sees

revival as ex-prime minister is poised for

leadership return

(lm) Thailand’s Democrat Party, the country’s oldest

political party, is witnessing a renewed wave of support

as former prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva is widely

expected to return as party leader ahead of its general

assembly on October 18. The leadership race follows

the recent resignation of Chalermchai Sri-on, marking

a turning point for a party that has struggled to recover

since its poor showing in the 2023 elections.

Several veteran politicians, including Khunying Supatra

Masdit, a former minister to the prime minister’s office,

and Korbsak Sabhavasu, former deputy prime minister

for economic affairs under Abhisit’s administration,

have rejoined the party in what observers view as a

coordinated effort to restore internal unity and

credibility. Local leaders in the southern stronghold of

Nakhon Si Thammarat have also reaffirmed loyalty to

the Democrats, citing Abhisit as the “right person” to

rebuild public trust and reconnect the party with its

traditional voter base.

Founded in 1946, the Democrat Party has historically

represented Thailand’s liberal-conservative

establishment but has suffered major electoral losses

in recent years amid competition from populist and

progressive rivals. Analysts say Abhisit’s potential

comeback could determine whether the party can

regain relevance in Thailand’s shifting political

landscape or continue its decline. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Ex-Democrat Suchatvee

launches new party focused on education

(lm) Former Democrat member Suchatvee

Suwansawat, a former president of King Mongkut’s

Institute of Technology Ladkrabang and ex-Bangkok

governor candidate, has launched the Thaikaomai

Party, presenting education as its central policy

priority.

During the official unveiling in Bangkok, Suchatvee

described education as the “game changer” for

Thailand, pledging to transform the country from a

labor-exporting economy into one driven by innovation

and creativity to attract investors. The party promotes

a “four-arrow policy” that includes improving

education, supporting small- and medium-sized

enterprises and startups with technology, enhancing

quality of life, and fighting corruption.

Key figures joining the party include Khunying Kalaya

Sophonpanich, a veteran politician and former deputy

leader of the Democrat Party; Varavij Kambhu Na

Ayudhaya, a political figure with experience in

administration; and Kanate Wangpaichitr, an

economist who now leads Thaikaomai’s economic

team.

The Democrat Party itself is Thailand’s oldest political

party, historically associated with pro-establishment

positions, having produced several prime ministers but

facing a steady decline in electoral performance in

recent years. Thaikaomai, officially established in

September after Suchatvee left the Democrats in July,

indicated it would consider joining a coalition

government after the next election if granted

responsibility for the education portfolio. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Deputy leader pf Bhumjaithai

Party appointed as government

spokesman

(msz) Thailand’s Cabinet has officially appointed

Siripong Angkasakulkiat, deputy leader of the

Bhumjaithai Party of Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul, as the government’s new spokesperson.

Coming from a politically established family, Siripong is

the son of Chatmongkol Angkasakulkiat, Thailand’s

longest-serving mayor, who has led Si Sa Ket

municipality continuously since 1983. Siripong entered

politics in 2005 and won his first parliamentary seat in

2007 under the now-dissolved Chart Thai Party.
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Following the party’s dissolution, he was subject to a

five-year political ban before returning to parliament in

2019 as a member of Bhumjaithai, where he later rose

to the position of deputy party leader. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Attorney general finalizing case

on leaked Hun Sen audio

(lm) The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) is

preparing to conclude its probe into a leaked audio

recording of a private phone call between Cambodian

Senate President Hun Sen and former Thai prime

minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra. The tape, parts of

which were circulated online in June after Hun Sen

himself confirmed and shared a recording of the call,

captured Paetongtarn addressing him as “uncle” and

criticizing elements of the Thai military amid a tense

border dispute. The leak provoked political uproar in

Bangkok, contributing to her disqualification by the

Constitutional Court on ethical grounds and fueling

accusations of improper foreign influence.

Watcharin Phanurat, OAG deputy director-general, said

the Cyber Crime Investigation Department 1 is

supervising the case and that he is chairing the probe

committee. Witnesses questioned include Paetongtarn

and social media figures who reported on Hun Sen’s

activities. According to Watcharin, the investigation is

not concerned with verifying the clip’s authenticity,

which has already been established politically, but with

determining whether Hun Sen sought to instigate

unrest in Thailand in violation of Section 116 of the

Criminal Code (sedition) or the Computer Crime Act.

As Hun Sen is a foreign national, only the attorney

general can decide whether to proceed with charges

under Thailand’s extraterritorial provisions. Authorities

may also consider terrorism-related offenses if the

case is judged to have caused harm to the public or

property. Police complaints on these grounds have

been filed in multiple provinces. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cabinet integrity under scrutiny

as corruption and legal controversies

widen

(lm) The legitimacy of Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul’s new administration is facing mounting

scrutiny, as multiple cabinet members come under

investigation or renewed criticism over past and

ongoing legal controversies.
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Justice Minister Rutthapon Naowarat has denied any

interference in two politically sensitive cases — the

Khao Kradong land dispute in the ruling party’s

Buriram stronghold and allegations of vote-rigging in

the 2024 Senate selection. Both matters are being

reviewed by Thailand’s Department of Special

Investigation (DSI), a unit comparable to the U.S. FBI,

and the Election Commission (EC). The EC recently

stated that its probe has entered its third and final

preparatory stage, following public criticism over

delays. It confirmed that a subcommittee — known as

the 36th panel — is now reviewing evidence and

drafting recommendations before submitting findings

to the main commission for a final ruling [Bangkok

Post 1]

Speaking against this backdrop, Rutthapon

emphasized that the proceedings are independent and

warned that any political meddling could trigger an

inquiry by the National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC), which has authority to suspend officials for

abuse of power. [Bangkok Post 2] [Thai Enquirer]

The Khao Kradong case involves more than 5,000 rai

(about 8 square kilometers) of land in Buriram

province that the Supreme Court ruled in 2017 belongs

to the State Railway of Thailand (SRT). Despite that

ruling, land deeds tied to local political families —

including the influential Chidchob clan that anchors

Bhumjaithai’s provincial base — remain active. The DSI

is now assessing whether to upgrade the matter to a

“special investigation,” a designation allowing broader

prosecutorial powers.

The Senate election case centers on accusations that

coordinated bloc voting linked to Bhumjaithai figures

influenced the composition of the 250-member upper

house, which plays a constitutional role in confirming

key appointments. A joint EC–DSI subcommittee has

concluded its fact-finding stage, and the EC is weighing

whether to refer the matter to the Supreme Court for

prosecution. Critics argue that Rutthapon’s

appointment — he is a former Buriram police chief —

could slow progress, though he insists the ministry will

remain neutral.

Parallel controversies involve other cabinet members.

Deputy Finance Minister Vorapak Tanyawong has been

questioned over his suitability to oversee financial

institutions while facing an NACC corruption case

stemming from his tenure as chief executive of

Krungthai Bank. The case concerns billions of baht in

loans extended to the now-defunct Energy Earth Plc

based on allegedly falsified information. The company

defaulted in 2017, leaving investors with heavy losses.

Vorapak told parliament the case had already been
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examined by relevant authorities and said the default

occurred after his departure, attributing it to a liquidity

crisis rather than fraud. [Bangkok Post 3]

Deputy Prime Minister and Agriculture Minister

Thammanat Prompow also faced renewed criticism in

parliament over a decades-old heroin trafficking

conviction in Australia. He countered that the

Constitutional Court had ruled foreign convictions

cannot disqualify individuals from office under Thai law

and accused opposition lawmakers of recycling

political attacks. He stressed that he had cleared all

domestic legal hurdles and threatened to pursue

defamation cases against those reviving the issue.

[Bangkok Post 4]

Meanwhile, Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister

Chaichanok Chidchob — son of influential political

broker Newin Chidchob and a key Bhumjaithai figure in

Buriram — has been thrust into the spotlight after

disclosing that he was offered THB 40 million (USD 1.2

million) per month by criminal networks tied to online

scam operations in exchange for halting enforcement

action. Chaichanok revealed the alleged bribe attempt

during a parliamentary debate, saying it occurred

shortly before he assumed office.

The revelation sparked demands for accountability.

Opposition lawmakers from the Pheu Thai Party urged

Chaichanok to identify the individuals involved,

warning that failure to act could constitute dereliction

of duty. Critics also questioned the government’s

broader anti-corruption credibility, pointing to

previous scandals and a resurgence of online scams

that had reportedly declined under earlier

administrations.

Prime Minister Anutin publicly defended his minister,

calling him “uncorrupt and committed to honesty,” and

pledged zero tolerance for corruption, stressing that all

irregularities would be investigated despite the

government’s short time in office.

The DES Ministry has since established a 30-day

independent fact-finding committee comprising

representatives from the Central Investigation Bureau

(CIB), DSI, Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission

(PACC), and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO)

to investigate the matter, with results expected by the

end of October. Former Democrat Party MP Nipit

Intarasombat announced he would file a separate

petition with the NACC, arguing that political parties

were not treating the issue seriously. [Bangkok Post 5]

[Bangkok Post 6]
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Thailand: Opposition MP calls for probe

into irregularities in Social Security Office

investments and building purchase

(msz) People’s Party MP Rukchanok Srinork has

intensified scrutiny of Thailand’s Social Security Office

(SSO)—the government agency responsible for

managing the country’s compulsory social insurance

system for employees—calling for investigations into

both an allegedly overpriced property acquisition and

questionable investment practices.

During a parliamentary debate, Rukchanok urged

newly appointed Labour Minister Trinuch Thienthong

to complete within three months a probe into the

SSO’s 2023 purchase of the SKYY9 building, a Bangkok

office complex allegedly bought at an inflated price.

The deal has long raised questions of corruption and

conflict of interest because several ministers in the

current government were linked to the transaction

before taking office. Rukchanok insisted that anyone

found responsible, whether politicians or senior

officials, must face accountability.

She also warned against attempts to amend

regulations for the upcoming Social Security Board

election in a way that would exclude employee

representatives, potentially undermining transparency

and stakeholder participation. The election, originally

scheduled for February 2026, is now uncertain.

Separately, Rukchanok raised alarm over serious

lapses in the SSO’s financial governance, accusing the

agency of allowing unauthorized individuals to attend

confidential investment meetings concerning the Social

Security Fund (SSF), which manages approximately THB

2.7 trillion (USD 73 billion) in assets. She revealed that

two participants claiming to represent the consultancy

firm Mercer—hired under a THB 15 million (USD

405,000) contract—took part in sensitive sessions,

including one in August where decisions worth over

THB 400 billion (USD 10.8 billion) were discussed. One

of the attendees was later identified as an unlicensed

subcontractor, while the other, an official

representative attending remotely, reportedly did not

understand Thai and remained silent throughout.

Rukchanok questioned how the SSO could allow such

breaches of protocol, stressing that early access to

investment decisions could enable market

manipulation. She urged the Securities and Exchange

Commission and the Labour Ministry to ensure

transparency and regulatory compliance in all future

dealings [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Deputy premier and foreign

businessman deny ties to transnational

scam network

(bk/lm) Thailand’s Deputy Prime Minister Thammanat

Prompao and South African-born businessman

Benjamin Mauerberger—also known as Ben Smith—

have both denied involvement in alleged transnational

scam and money-laundering operations spanning

Cambodia and Thailand, following explosive allegations

raised in Parliament by People’s Party deputy leader

Rangsiman Rome. The dispute has escalated into a

THB 100 million (USD 3 million) defamation case and a

broader political confrontation over corruption, elite

protection, and press freedom. [Bangkok Post]

During a September 30 parliamentary debate,

Rangsiman alleged that Mauerberger headed a

network engaged in money laundering, human

trafficking, and political influence across the region. He

claimed the businessman maintained links to

Cambodian elites such as Yim Leak, chair of the

Business Innovation and Capital Group (BIC Group);

Hun Sen, the current Senate President and long-time

Cambodian power broker; and several tycoons

allegedly tied to Cambodia’s scam industry, which is

estimated to generate between THB 460 billion and

THB 690 billion (USD 13.8–20.7 billion) annually.

Among those named were border casino magnate Kok

An, Koh Kong business leader Ly Yong Phat, and Hun

Sen’s nephew Hun To, all long associated with illicit

trade networks.

Rangsiman presented photographs showing

Mauerberger alongside former Thai Prime Minister

Thaksin Shinawatra—widely viewed as the informal

power center of the opposition Pheu Thai Party—and

Thammanat, alleging that Mauerberger had provided

luxury assets including yachts and a private jet used by

Thaksin. He also claimed that Mauerberger had

participated in a meeting between Thaksin and the

CEO of MGM Resorts in connection with discussions on

a proposed entertainment complex in Thailand,

arguing that this could have been part of an effort to

launder Cambodian funds through regulated casino

investments. [Thai Enquirer 1] [Naewna, in Thai]

Mauerberger has rejected all allegations, describing

them as politically motivated and defamatory. His Thai

legal counsel, Thanadon Suwannarit—who also serves

as Thammanat’s adviser—has filed a defamation

lawsuit against Rangsiman, which the Criminal Court

has accepted, scheduling a hearing for November 24.

Thanadon said Mauerberger had been wrongly

identified as another individual prosecuted by
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Thailand’s Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

in 2021 and emphasized that audits of Mauerberger’s

Singapore-based companies had found no

irregularities. [Thai Enquirer 2] [Isranews, in Thai]

Thammanat, who admitted meeting Mauerberger in

Dubai in 2019 through Thaksin, has similarly denied

any wrongdoing. He characterized the encounter as

strictly social and business-related and condemned

allegations linking him to the network as “completely

fabricated.” Over the past week, the Deputy Prime

Minister has threatened to file hundreds of defamation

suits totaling billions of Thai baht and warned

journalists against “spreading lies,” even suggesting

that he could request Interpol Red Notices—

international arrest alerts typically reserved for

fugitives wanted for serious crimes—against those

who defame him. [Whale Hunting]

Rangsiman has defended his remarks as based on

verified evidence from the House Committee on

National Security, Border Affairs, National Strategy,

and Reform, saying the government should focus on

dismantling regional scam syndicates rather than

intimidating lawmakers and journalists. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former deputy police chief files

defamation suit against police chief

(lm) Former deputy national police chief Surachate

Hakparn, widely known by his nickname “Big Joke,” has

filed a criminal defamation lawsuit against national

police chief Kittharath Punpetch. The case relates to

allegations linking Surachate to an exam scandal at

Chulalongkorn University, which he insists has

damaged his reputation and honor.

The controversy stems from March 2025, when cyber

police investigating the Betflik online gambling network

uncovered evidence of exam papers being stolen from

Chulalongkorn’s evening law program. Investigators

alleged that Kanittha Lertbanjerdwong, known as Dr

Nid and described as Surachate’s personal secretary,

delivered stolen papers to his legal team for

completion before returning them. Police also

identified Line chat records on the phone of

Surachate’s aide, which referenced Surachate’s name

in relation to exam preparations and financial

transactions involving several officers.

Kanittha was arrested in April, and warrants were

issued for three suspects. Surachate has consistently

denied involvement, stressing he has never been

formally charged and had no direct role in handling the
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papers. Nonetheless, he was dismissed from the police

force in March over separate alleged links to an online

gambling network. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: House speaker faces ethics

complaint over personnel arrangement

(lm) Thailand’s House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor

Matha faces an ethics investigation following

allegations that he violated parliamentary rules by

arranging for Pol Capt Atitiya “Cat” Benjapak, a

celebrity-turned-civil servant, to be temporarily

transferred from the Department of Provincial

Administration (DPA) to assist him at the Secretariat of

the House of Representatives.

The complaint argues that the arrangement allowed

Atitiya to hold two official roles simultaneously,

contravening parliamentary ethics codes and

potentially leading to misuse of state resources such as

official travel budgets. The National Anti-Corruption

Commission (NACC) has been asked to investigate the

case.

Atitiya, a former entertainer who joined the police in

2020 and quickly rose through the ranks, recently

assumed a post as deputy district chief in Si Sa Ket

province. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former MP sentenced to four

years in prison for land encroachment in

Ratchaburi

(lm) Thailand’s Ratchaburi Provincial Court has

sentenced former parliamentarian Pareena Kraikupt, a

once-prominent figure in the Palang Pracharath Party

(PPRP), to four years and one month in prison for

illegally occupying 1,700 rai (2.72 square kilometers) of

state land in Chom Bung district.

The court found that Pareena’s 665-rai poultry farm

was built on land reserved for a forest area and for

redistribution to landless farmers under Thailand’s

Agricultural Land Reform (Sor Por Kor) program. The

judgment carries no suspended sentence, but Pareena

was granted temporary release on bail after posting

THB 1 million (USD 27,900) as surety while she appeals

the ruling.

The case dates back to 2019, when an anti-corruption

activist filed a complaint accusing Pareena of
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encroachment on protected state property. The

scandal ended her political career: in 2022, the

Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Holders of

Political Positions imposed a lifetime ban from politics

for breaching ethical standards tied to misuse of public

land.

Pareena hails from an influential political family in

Ratchaburi; her late father, Thawee Kraikupt, served

multiple terms as an MP before passing his seat to her.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former Prime Minister Chavalit

Yongchaiyudh critically ill and under royal

care

(lm) Former Thai Prime Minister Chavalit

Yongchaiyudh, 93, is in critical condition and

hospitalized at King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital

in Bangkok, where he is under royal medical

patronage. According to a statement from his close

associate Chawalit Wichayasut, the retired general is

bedridden, on dialysis, and has undergone a

tracheotomy.

Chavalit, who served as Thailand’s 22nd prime minister

from 1996 to 1997, led the country during the early

stages of the Asian financial crisis, known as the Tom

Yum Kung crisis. The crisis ultimately triggered a

regional economic downturn, reshaping Thailand’s

financial and regulatory landscape.

His aide dismissed renewed criticism portraying

Chavalit as solely responsible for the 1997 collapse,

arguing that the vulnerabilities stemmed from earlier

liberalization policies, particularly the Bangkok

International Banking Facility (BIBF), which lacked

sufficient oversight. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: U.S. assessments show mixed

progress on labor and trafficking

standards

(msz/lm) Thailand’s performance in U.S. human rights–

related assessments has shown both improvement

and stagnation, with the country moving up to the

highest category in the U.S. Department of Labor’s

2024 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor, while

remaining in Tier 2 for the fourth consecutive year in

the U.S. Department of State’s 2025 Trafficking in

Persons (TIP) Report.
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In the child labor assessment, Thailand was rated at

the “Significant Advancement” level—the report’s

highest tier—marking its first top-tier placement since

2017. The U.S. Department of Labor credited the

improvement to strengthened protections for

vulnerable groups and broader social inclusion

policies. Labour Minister Trinuch Thianthong

highlighted Ministerial Regulation No. 15 (2024), which

extended labor protections to domestic workers and

banned the employment of children under 15 in

household work. The government also granted

citizenship to 477,000 stateless individuals, including

142,000 children, reducing vulnerability to exploitation

and improving access to education.

Thailand was the only ASEAN member state among

nine countries—alongside Argentina, Chile, Mexico,

and Panama—to achieve the top ranking out of 131

nations evaluated under the U.S. Trade and

Development Act (TDA) framework. [Bangkok Post 1]

However, the TIP Report presents a less favorable

picture. Thailand’s continued Tier 2 classification

means that, while the country is making significant

efforts to combat human trafficking, it still falls short of

minimum international standards. The U.S.

assessment, released on September 29, acknowledged

progress such as an increase in investigations,

prosecutions, and convictions, stronger international

cooperation on victim repatriation, and the

establishment of a unified national referral and

screening mechanism. Updated guidelines now

incorporate indicators for forced criminal activity and

child labor exploitation, improving coordination across

agencies.

Despite these improvements, the TIP Report cited

persistent systemic weaknesses. It noted inconsistent

labor inspections, unreliable victim identification

processes, and restrictions requiring most foreign

victims to remain in shelters throughout lengthy legal

proceedings—factors that discourage reporting and

cooperation with authorities. Uneven access to

support services in rural areas, along with corruption

and official complicity in border regions, continues to

hinder enforcement and undermine public trust.

The report issued eleven recommendations—many

reiterated from 2024—calling on Thailand to

strengthen victim protection, improve inter-agency

coordination, and more decisively address official

involvement in trafficking cases. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Australian journalist arrested in

Bangkok on alleged Malaysian request

(bk) Australian journalist Murray Hunter, who has been

residing in southern Thailand, was arrested on criminal

defamation charges at Suvarnabhumi Airport in

Bangkok on September 29 while preparing to travel to

Hong Kong. The arrest reportedly followed a request

from Malaysian authorities, and Hunter was later

released on bail, with a court hearing scheduled for

November 17.

Hunter claimed that the Malaysian Communications

and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) had persuaded

Thai police to pursue the case, arguing that such

foreign-initiated prosecutions could pose a threat to

press freedom in Thailand. The case stems from a

February complaint in which the MCMC accused him of

defamation and slander, following his public criticism

of the commission for alleged political bias and

excessive interference in media affairs.

Thai authorities have confiscated Hunter’s passport,

preventing him from leaving the country until the trial

concludes. Hunter has cited a longstanding conflict

with Malaysian authorities, including the blocking of his

personal blog, and has accused former MCMC chair

Salim Fateh Din of personally targeting him. He further

criticized Malaysia for tightening controls over

information and dissent, framing his case as part of a

broader pattern of regional media suppression. [Thai

Enquirer]

Thailand: Government authorizes

Myanmar refugees to work amid labor

dispute with Cambodia

(msz) hailand has announced that Myanmar refugees

living in nine border camps will be allowed to work

legally in the country for one year, a move that Prime

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul framed as both a

humanitarian gesture and a signal to Cambodia amid a

recent cross-border labor dispute.

Under the new measure, which took effect on October

1, refugees who comply with Thai regulations can work

in 43 provinces across northern, central, and eastern

Thailand. The program applies to 42,601 refugees of

working age residing in camps across Tak, Mae Hong

Son, Kanchanaburi, and Ratchaburi provinces. Anutin

said the initiative adheres to humanitarian principles

while ensuring that participating refugees receive full
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labor protections, including welfare benefits and

access to provident funds.

The decision follows weeks of tension after Cambodia

recalled hundreds of thousands of its citizens working

in Thailand, reportedly pressuring them to return or

risk losing property at home. In his remarks, Anutin

stated that the new refugee work policy sends a

“message” to Phnom Penh that Thailand will not face a

labor shortage. [Bangkok Post] [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Civil society groups call for

reforms on land rights and citizenship for

marginalized communities

(lm) Two major civil society networks in Thailand have

urged the government to accelerate action on long-

standing inequality issues, calling for progress on land

rights for low-income communities and citizenship for

elderly stateless residents.

The People’s Movement for a Just Society (P-Move) led

demonstrations in Bangkok marking World Habitat

Day, petitioning the government to resolve land

disputes and expand communal land titles. More than

2,000 demonstrators marched to Government House,

Bangkok City Hall, and the United Nations Office,

demanding stronger protections against eviction and

fairer access to land and housing. Deputy Prime

Minister Sophon Sarum pledged to consider P-Move’s

proposals at an upcoming cabinet meeting, while

Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt was asked to

advance inclusive urban planning policies for

vulnerable residents. P-Move’s platform emphasizes

community land titles, a Progressive Land Tax, and a

Land Bank as tools for equitable land distribution.

[Bangkok Post 1]

In a parallel call for reform, the Hill Area and

Community Development Foundation (HADF) urged

the government to expedite nationality applications for

long-term stateless residents—many from ethnic

Chinese and hill-tribe backgrounds who migrated from

China and Myanmar decades ago. Despite legal

eligibility for naturalization after 40 years of residence,

an estimated 110,000 elderly people remain stateless,

limiting access to welfare, pensions, and healthcare.

The group cited persistent administrative delays

despite a 2024 cabinet resolution authorizing

citizenship for long-term residents and their children.

[Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Economic outlook dims as ADB

and business sector cut growth

expectations

(bk/lm) Thailand’s economic outlook for 2025 has

weakened as both the Asian Development Bank (ADB)

and the country’s leading business groups lowered

growth expectations, citing sluggish global trade,

weakened exports, and fragile domestic demand.

The Asian Development Bank reduced its forecast for

Thailand’s GDP growth to 2 percent in 2025 (down

from 2.9 percent earlier) and 1.6 percent in 2026,

warning that U.S. tariff hikes, slower tourism recovery,

and falling household income are undermining

momentum. The bank highlighted that the new 19

percent U.S. tariff on Thai exports — especially

electrical machinery, metals, processed food, and

vehicles — has slowed shipments and hurt smaller

exporters unable to absorb rising costs. Tourism

projections were also cut from 39.5 million to 34

million foreign arrivals, mainly due to a drop in Chinese

visitors and stronger competition from regional

destinations investing in cheaper travel infrastructure.

[Bangkok Post]

Meanwhile, the Joint Standing Committee on

Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) maintained

a more moderate outlook, keeping its forecast at 1.8–

2.2 percent growth for 2025, with the possibility of 2.5

percent if Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul’s

government accelerates budget disbursements,

tourism recovery programs, and SME credit support.

However, the committee warned of persistent risks

from a strong baht, slowing ASEAN trade, and gaps in

national economic data — particularly on gold,

cryptocurrency, and migrant remittances — which

complicate economic planning.

Tourism data released by the Ministry of Tourism and

Sports underscore these headwinds. Thailand

welcomed 24.1 million foreign visitors in the first nine

months of 2025, a 7.6 percent drop from the same

period last year, generating THB 1.11 trillion (USD 32

billion) in revenue, down 5.9 percent. Arrivals from

China plunged 35 percent, while India and Russia saw

gains. Domestic tourism provided some relief, with

trips rising 3 percent to 148.7 million, generating THB

854 billion (USD 26 billion). Total tourism revenue for

the period reached THB 1.97 trillion (USD 56 billion).

Officials expect modest recovery in the final quarter

amid high-season travel and expanded flight routes.

[The Nation]

Both the ADB and JSCCIB emphasized that high

household debt remains a major constraint on
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consumption, while political uncertainty continues to

weigh on investor confidence. Private investment has

been dampened by weak demand and concerns over

policy continuity, despite government stimulus efforts.

The JSCCIB also cautioned against the proposed 40-

hour workweek bill, arguing it could increase labor

costs and reduce competitiveness, especially for small

and medium-sized enterprises. The bill, which caps

work hours at 40 per week (35 for hazardous jobs) and

expands leave rights, is supported by labor advocates

for promoting work-life balance but opposed by

employers who fear higher operational costs unless

compensatory measures are introduced. [Thai

Enquirer]

Thailand: Central bank expected to hold

rates as easing cycle extends amid fiscal

shortfalls and debt-relief measures

(lm) Thailand’s fiscal and monetary landscape is

entering a delicate phase as the Bank of Thailand (BoT)

seeks to balance financial stability with the need to

stimulate a slowing economy. The Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) is expected to keep its benchmark

interest rate unchanged at 1.5 percent during its

October 8 meeting before moving gradually toward

further rate cuts in the coming year.

The meeting will be the first chaired by Governor Vitai

Ratanakorn, who assumed office on October 1, and will

also introduce two new committee members.

Economists believe the central bank will maintain its

cautious stance while awaiting clearer economic data

and allowing the new leadership to establish direction.

Forecasts suggest a 0.25 percentage point cut in

December 2025, followed by another reduction in early

2026, which would bring the rate down to 1.0 percent

by mid-year. These expectations reflect Thailand’s

weakening growth outlook—2.3 percent in 2025 and

1.7 percent in 2026—and persistently low inflation.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Official data show headline inflation fell for the sixth

consecutive month in September, declining 0.72

percent year-on-year, mainly due to lower energy and

fresh food prices and the government’s temporary cuts

to electricity tariffs. The Commerce Ministry said the

decline does not signal a recession, as core inflation—

which excludes energy and fresh food—rose 0.65

percent year-on-year, supported by stable

employment and domestic demand. Officials now

expect annual inflation to average around 0 percent in
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2025, down from earlier projections of up to 1 percent.

[Bangkok Post 2]

According to BMI, a unit of Fitch Solutions, the Bank of

Thailand (BoT) is expected to cut its benchmark policy

rate by 50 basis points in two steps — one in

December 2025 and another in the second half of 2026

— reducing the rate to 1.00 percent. The move reflects

weak growth forecasts of 2.3 percent for 2025 and 1.7

percent for 2026, alongside near-stagnant inflation,

which averaged just 0.2 percent in the first seven

months of 2025. Consumer prices fell 0.7 percent year-

on-year in July, underscoring the risk of deflation.

The disinflation trend has heightened pressure on

policymakers to stimulate the economy. However, the

Thai baht’s 7 percent appreciation, now around THB

32.20 per USD 1.00, has strained exporters already

facing the 19 percent U.S. tariff on Thai goods,

complicating recovery prospects. Analysts caution that

while lower interest rates could support consumption

and liquidity, monetary easing alone will not offset

external headwinds or restore competitiveness.

[Bangkok Post 3]

On the fiscal side, Thailand’s Finance Ministry reported

that government revenue for the first eleven months

of fiscal 2025 fell short of target by THB 34.1 billion

(USD 930 million), reaching THB 2.50 trillion (USD 68

billion)—a 1.9 percent increase from the previous year

but 1.3 percent below projections. The shortfall was

largely due to lower excise tax collections on vehicles,

corporate income tax, and VAT on imports. Excise

revenue dropped as electric vehicle incentives reduced

sales of traditional cars, while corporate and import-

related tax receipts suffered from weaker trade and

expanded use of free-zone exemptions.

Although non-tax revenues partly offset the deficit—

state-owned enterprises and other agencies remitted a

combined THB 372 billion (USD 10 billion), exceeding

targets by nearly 20 percent—officials warned that

government revenue as a share of GDP has steadily

declined from 16.1 percent in 2015 to an estimated 15

percent in 2025, with projections of 14.6 percent in

2026. The trend, the ministry cautioned, highlights the

urgent need for fiscal reform to secure long-term

sustainability. [Bangkok Post 4]

In parallel, the Finance Ministry announced the

creation of a public–private Asset Management

Company (AMC) to address retail debt burdens. The

AMC will assume THB 120 billion (USD 3.4 billion) in

bad debts from 3.8 million small borrowers,

restructuring loans of up to THB 100,000 (USD 2,800)

per debtor to reduce monthly repayments and
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stimulate consumption. Funding will come from

remaining reserves in the Bank of Thailand’s Financial

Institutions Development Fund, previously allocated

during the pandemic.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas presented the

AMC as part of a five-pillar household debt strategy

that also includes SME liquidity support, tax incentives

for large–small business partnerships, retirement

savings programs, and workforce reskilling for

industries such as AI, bio-agriculture, and electric

vehicles. [Bangkok Post 5]

However, Fitch Ratings recently revised Thailand’s

sovereign outlook from stable to negative, citing

eroding fiscal buffers, policy uncertainty, and the

impact of external trade shocks. It warned that asset

quality in the banking sector is deteriorating —

especially among small and medium-sized enterprises

— and that slow loan growth and shrinking interest

margins will pressure bank performance through 2026.

[Bangkok Post 6]

Thailand: Interim government to relaunch

co-payment stimulus scheme despite pre-

election criticism

(msz) Thailand’s financial authorities have confirmed

the relaunch of the Khon La Khrueng (“Let’s Go Halves”)

co-payment stimulus program, which will begin on

October 29. The scheme, designed to boost consumer

spending and support small businesses, will operate

for two months through the state-owned Pao Tang

application — the same digital platform used during

the 2020–2022 COVID-19 pandemic-era rollouts.

In this new phase, the government will raise its daily

subsidy from THB 150 (USD 4.6) to THB 200 (USD 6.1)

per person and provide an additional THB 2,400 (USD

74) in spending privileges to registered taxpayers.

Merchant eligibility has been broadened to include

small legal entities as well as individual vendors, in a

bid to distribute benefits more evenly. The initiative

also encourages participating businesses to adopt

digital tools and e-commerce systems to improve

competitiveness. The total budget is estimated at THB

50 billion (USD 1.5 billion), compared with THB 208

billion (USD 6.4 billion) spent in earlier rounds between

2020 and 2022. [Bangkok Post 1]

The scheme’s revival quickly sparked accusations of

electioneering, with opposition lawmakers claiming the

timing was politically driven. People’s Party deputy

leader Sirikanya Tansakun said the short-term
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administration should manage the country responsibly

until the next election rather than introduce new

spending programs that could have long-term fiscal

implications. She also questioned the decision to use

unspent stimulus funds from the previous

government, which had already contributed to

lowering the national deficit.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul dismissed the

criticism, insisting that his four-month caretaker

government must act swiftly on feasible and beneficial

policies. “There is no such thing as rushing—only

working transparently and in the people’s best

interest,” he told parliament. He added that the

program’s success depends on citizen participation,

emphasizing its purpose as short-term economic

stimulus rather than political campaigning. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Thailand: Tourism minister vows to finally

implement long-delayed visitor tax

(lm) Thailand’s new tourism and sports minister,

Artthakorn Sirilatthayakorn, has pledged to begin

collecting the long-delayed THB 300 (USD 8.40) tourism

tax within his four-month term, emphasizing that the

levy’s benefits must be clearly communicated to

visitors.

Artthakorn said the proceeds from the fee—THB 300

(USD 8.40) for air arrivals and THB 150 (USD 4.20) for

land or sea entries—will fund visitor insurance

coverage and tourism infrastructure improvements.

He acknowledged that the tax could affect visitor

sentiment but stressed that clear communication

would be essential to public acceptance.

The proposal was first introduced in 2020 and gained

cabinet approval in February 2023, yet four successive

tourism ministers failed to implement it. Concerns over

potential impacts on arrivals and perceptions among

foreign travelers have repeatedly delayed enforcement

despite feasibility studies confirming its benefits.

The minister’s remarks came during a visit to the

ministry, where he announced new campaigns to

boost tourist spending and arrivals in the fourth

quarter of 2025, alongside efforts to finalize remaining

funds from a THB 1.76 billion (USD 49.3 million)

domestic tourism subsidy program.

Artthakorn said Thailand is projected to receive 33.4

million foreign visitors in 2025, down from 35.5 million

in 2024, and reaffirmed the government’s target to
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restore pre-pandemic levels of nearly 40 million

arrivals. He also highlighted safety and service quality

as top priorities for sustaining growth in the tourism

sector. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Fisheries Act amendment

sparks backlash over fears of renewed

overfishing

(msz) Thailand’s parliament has approved a

controversial amendment to the Fisheries Act,

prompting strong opposition from environmental

groups and fisherfolk who warn that the changes could

reverse progress on marine conservation.

The revised law, passed on September 17, amends

Article 69 of the 2015 Royal Ordinance to allow the use

of smaller-mesh seine nets beyond 12 nautical miles

from shore — a practice previously banned to protect

juvenile fish stocks. The Department of Fisheries

defended the change, saying it merely adjusts existing

rules with added safeguards. Officials said approvals

for such nets will require ministerial authorization,

scientific review every two years, and public hearings

overseen by the National Fisheries Policy Committee.

The amendment is part of a broader overhaul that

revises 71 sections of the law. It reduces penalties,

expands small-scale fishers’ rights, limits fishing

licenses to Thai nationals, and removes overlapping

labor rules for seafood processors. The Department

argued that the reform would “revive the industry”

while maintaining sustainability standards, asserting

that scientific vetting would prevent ecological harm.

However, critics say the law undermines years of effort

to curb overfishing and meet international

commitments on sustainable fisheries, particularly

under the European Union’s IUU (Illegal, Unreported,

and Unregulated) framework. Piya Tetyam, chairman

of the Federation of Thai Fisherfolk Associations,

denounced Article 69 as a “legal loophole” that revives

destructive practices banned since 1983. He warned

that allowing smaller-mesh nets threatens marine

biodiversity and the livelihoods of small fishers who

depend on mature fish stocks.

Piya said his association plans to launch a public

campaign in Bangkok by year’s end to highlight what

he called the ecological risks of the amendment,

warning of a “catastrophe” if fish populations continue

to decline.
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The amended Fisheries Act is pending publication in

the Royal Gazette before taking effect. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition calls for scrapping

‘unfeasible’ Land Bridge megaproject

(lm) The opposition People’s Party has called on Prime

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul’s government to abandon

the southern Land Bridge project, arguing it is neither

financially nor environmentally viable. During a

parliamentary debate, People’s Party MP Pukkamon

Nun-anan questioned why the four-month caretaker

administration continues to promote the project even

though it was omitted from its official policy statement.

The proposed 90-kilometer corridor would connect

new ports in Ranong on the Andaman coast and

Chumphon on the Gulf of Thailand as an alternative to

the Strait of Malacca. Pukkamon said the scheme’s

logistics—requiring cargo to be unloaded, moved

overland, and reloaded—make it commercially

unrealistic. She cited government projections

expecting a break-even period of 24 years and first-

year revenue of THB 58 billion (USD 1.6 billion), largely

from fuel sales that would need to triple Singapore’s

current volume.

While the Transport Ministry estimated THB 260 billion

(USD 7.2 billion) in profits, Thailand’s planning agency,

the National Economic and Social Development

Council (NESDC), forecast losses of THB 120 billion

(USD 3.3 billion). Environmental groups have warned of

roughly THB 1 billion (USD 28 million) in annual

fisheries losses and risks to six nearby World Heritage

sites.

Pukkamon accused the government of using the

project as a campaign tool to appeal to southern

voters, noting that despite years of costly roadshows

by previous administrations, not a single credible

investor has shown interest. With only months left in

office, she said, the project should finally be “buried”

rather than kept alive for political gain. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-marine sentenced to life for

murder of Cambodian opposition

politician

(lm) A Thai court has sentenced former marine Ekkalak

Paenoi to life imprisonment for the murder of former

Cambodian opposition lawmaker Lim Kimya, after
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commuting an initial death sentence due to his

confession. Lim, a dual Cambodian-French citizen and

former member of the dissolved Cambodia National

Rescue Party (CNRP), was shot dead in Bangkok’s old

quarter on January 7, hours after arriving from Phnom

Penh with his family.

The Bangkok Criminal Court found Ekkalak guilty of

premeditated murder, illegal possession of a firearm,

and discharging a weapon in public. He was also

ordered to pay THB 1.79 million (USD 49,000) in

compensation to Lim’s widow, Ana Lim Ani, who had

earlier appeared in court to demand the maximum

penalty for her husband’s killing. The court dismissed

charges against a second Thai defendant accused of

aiding Ekkalak’s escape to the Cambodian border,

citing insufficient evidence.

Two Cambodian nationals remain wanted by Thai

authorities in connection with the assassination and

are believed to have fled the country.

Lim, aged 74, had been a senior figure in the Cambodia

National Rescue Party, an opposition movement that

was outlawed ahead of Cambodia’s 2018 election over

what the party said were fabricated treason charges.

His family has urged Thai authorities to continue the

investigation and bring all accomplices to justice.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Gold heist in southern border

province linked to insurgent financing;

new peace dialogue chief appointed

(lm) Thai authorities have linked a wave of coordinated

robberies in the country’s southern border provinces

to the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) separatist

network, as investigations confirm that gold stolen in a

major heist earlier this month has already been

smuggled out of Thailand.

According to Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon

Narkphanit, the robbery on October 5 in Sungai Kolok

district of Narathiwat province — which netted more

than THB 35.6 million (USD 960,000) worth of gold —

was carried out by members of the BRN, who fled

across the Malaysian border after the attack. The

defence minister dismissed speculation that the

incident was linked to the recent change of command

at the Fourth Army Region, which oversees security

operations in the south, and said both he and the new

army commander-in-chief, Gen Pana Klaewplodthuk,

would visit the area to review security measures.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
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Just two days later, on October 7, another armed

group bombed an ATM and stole weapons from

security guards outside Fatoni University in Pattani

province. ISOC’s southern branch said the attempted

robbery reflected “desperation for funds” among

insurgents and followed a pattern of financially

motivated crimes in the region, including ATM attacks

in August and an earlier gold shop raid in Songkhla in

2019. [Bangkok Post 3]

Meanwhile, the National Security Council (NSC) has

appointed Gen Somsak Rungsita, a former NSC

secretary-general, as the new head of the Peace

Dialogue Panel — the government body responsible

for negotiations with insurgent groups. The position

had been vacant since mid-2024 amid political

transitions under former prime ministers Srettha

Thavisin and Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

Announcing the appointment, current NSC secretary-

general Chatchai Bangchuad said the decision followed

the NSC’s approval of a new 2025–2027 policy

framework for the southern border provinces. The

plan combines security and development priorities and

promotes broader participation by local communities.

It will be translated into five languages to enhance

transparency and facilitate engagement with domestic

and international stakeholders. [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Cybersecurity audit shows state

agencies lagging behind critical

infrastructure and regulators

(lm) Thailand’s 2025 national cybersecurity assessment

revealed uneven progress in digital protection

standards across state institutions, with key

infrastructure sectors advancing while general

government agencies continue to lag behind. The

results were released by the National Cyber Security

Agency (NCSA) following its annual cyberthreat risk

audit covering 298 state bodies.

According to the NCSA, critical information

infrastructure agencies—such as those overseeing

energy, finance, telecommunications, and transport—

achieved an average cybersecurity score of 89 percent,

up from 83 percent in 2024. Regulatory agencies also

improved, scoring 91 percent this year compared to 85

percent last year. In contrast, the average score among

general government agencies declined to 59 percent

from 65 percent, underscoring persistent deficiencies

in areas such as risk and vulnerability management,

incident response planning, and oversight of

outsourced service providers.
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The NCSA identified the most common threats as

internal system exploitation, unauthorized access to

data, and service disruption or denial-of-service

attacks. It also highlighted increasing risks from

ransomware, supply chain attacks, and cloud

misconfigurations, warning that agencies must

strengthen both preventive and responsive measures.

Officials said improvements would rely on greater use

of the National Threat Intelligence Platform, launched

in 2024 to collect, analyze, and share cyberthreat data

between agencies. The platform, operated by the

Thailand Computer Emergency Response Team under

the NCSA, is designed to help state and critical

infrastructure organizations detect and respond to

emerging threats more quickly and effectively.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Navy investigates officers over

alleged fuel theft and procurement fraud

(lm) The Royal Thai Navy has transferred several

officers from its logistics base in Trat province

following allegations of oil smuggling, procurement

fraud, and misuse of military personnel. The move

comes amid a parliamentary inquiry by the House

committee on military affairs, signaling increased

scrutiny of corruption within Thailand’s armed forces.

According to a lawmaker with the main opposition

People’s Party, evidence includes falsified fuel logs and

questionable contract deductions, suggesting

systematic irregularities in logistics operations.

[Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: Parliament ratifies ASEAN

legal instruments, clears final hurdle for

full membership

(ms) Timor-Leste has advanced its accession process to

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

with the National Parliament’s unanimous approval on

September 29 of 22 resolutions ratifying legal

instruments across the Political–Security, Economic,

and Socio-Cultural pillars. The vote, with 54 in favor

and none against or abstaining, aligns national law

with ASEAN standards and completes key items in the

country’s accession roadmap. Formal admission is

expected to be considered at the 47th ASEAN Summit

in Malaysia in October.
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The newly ratified instruments complement earlier

parliamentary approvals of the ASEAN Charter and the

Declaration of Admission. In recent weeks, the Council

of Ministers also cleared multiple draft resolutions

submitted to Parliament and issued government

resolutions that bring sectoral frameworks in line with

ASEAN commitments. The covered areas include trade,

energy, transport, biodiversity, civil protection,

tourism, higher education, animal health, and active

ageing.

Institutional readiness measures have proceeded in

parallel. Timor-Leste has taken part in ASEAN meetings

as an observer and conducted domestic seminars,

training, and capacity-building for public entities to

familiarize officials with ASEAN procedures. These

activities are intended to ensure technical alignment

and the ability to assume membership obligations

upon accession.

Diplomatic engagement has reinforced the legislative

progress. During an official visit to Dili on September

23 and 24, Malaysian Prime Minister and ASEAN Chair

Anwar Ibrahim reiterated support for Timor-Leste’s full

membership at the October summit and indicated

continued assistance on capacity building.

A political consideration relevant to the accession

process has been Timor-Leste’s position on Myanmar.

In prior years, Dili took a critical public stance toward

the military authorities and engaged with opposition

actors, which lead to a long time Veto by Myanmar on

the accession of Timor-Leste in ASEAN. In the weeks

leading up to the current legislative actions however,

Timor-Leste signaled it would not allow Myanmar

opposition groups to conduct political activities on its

territory, pathing the way to its membership.

If admitted, Timor-Leste would become ASEAN’s

eleventh member. Membership would provide broader

market access, structured policy coordination, and

participation in regional initiatives, while committing

the country to the full set of ASEAN rights and

obligations under the community’s three pillars.

[Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste: Government submits 2026

state budget bill to Parliament

(ms) The Government on October 1 formally submitted

the 2026 General State Budget (OGE 2026) to the

National Parliament, following cabinet approval on

September 30. Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana

Gusmão delivered the bill to Parliamentary President
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Maria Fernanda Lay, accompanied by Finance Minister

Santina José Rodrigues Viegas Cardoso and senior

officials.

The plan, themed “Investing in National

Transformation, Regional Integration and Inclusive

Development,” sets a USD 2.291 billion ceiling aligned

with macroeconomic projections. The Government

forecasts 4.3 percent GDP growth in 2024 and 4.5

percent in 2025 and 2026, driven by household

consumption and improved public investment

execution.

Spending priorities continue the 2011–2030 Strategic

Development Plan and the IX Constitutional

Government’s program: strengthening social capital

(health, education, social protection); expanding

infrastructure (roads, electrification,

telecommunications, potable water); advancing

economic diversification (agriculture, fisheries,

tourism, private-sector development); and institutional

strengthening focused on public service reform, public

financial management, decentralization, and better

governance. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste unveils costed plan to boost

food security and nutrition

(ms) The Government, with the World Food

Programme and partners, has launched the Holistic

Agriculture, Food and Nutrition (HAFOUN) report,

outlining nine high-return interventions to strengthen

food security, nutrition. Produced by Mettalytics after

consultations with stakeholders, the cost-benefit

analysis prioritizes investments linking agriculture with

nutrition-sensitive social protection.

If scaled, the package could lift rice, maize and

horticulture yields by around 60 percent, double coffee

output and expand export crops such as vanilla and

pepper. The report estimates annual profits of USD

133 million for 190,000 families, USD 14 million in

agribusiness revenues, and a reduction in food

insecurity from 42 percent to 29 percent. Improved

diets and access are projected to cut child mortality by

15 percent and stunting by 12 percent.  [Government

of Timor-Leste]

Vietnam: Prime minister presses for

efficient rollout of two-tier local

government
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(hn/ms) Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chính has directed

ministries and local authorities to ensure Vietnam’s

new two-tier local government operates

“harmoniously, efficiently, and comprehensively,”

following a government review on October 1. He said

the restructured system must deliver better services to

citizens and businesses than the previous framework,

and assigned specific follow-up tasks with defined

responsibilities, timelines, and outcomes. The

Ministries of Home Affairs and Finance were instructed

to complete compensation payments by October 10

and to address procedural delays at the grassroots

level. A performance evaluation system integrated with

a central database will be developed by the Ministry of

Science and Technology, while government task forces

will support localities in resolving implementation

difficulties.

The reform shifts Vietnam from a three-tier to a two-

tier local administration. Under the former three-tier

model, authority was distributed across provinces,

districts, and communes/wards. Each level maintained

its own People’s Councils and People’s Committees,

which often produced overlapping mandates and

elongated decision chains. The two-tier model

consolidates representation and administration at the

provincial level and the commune/ward level. District-

level representative bodies are removed or merged,

and administrative functions are reassigned: provinces

take on policy, planning, budgeting, and oversight;

communes/wards focus on frontline service delivery

and local implementation. The goal is to shorten

approval pathways, clarify responsibilities, and reduce

duplication.

Chính said persistent public complaints—particularly

regarding administrative delays—require effective

remedies. He emphasized support for underdeveloped

localities so that the reform’s benefits are shared

nationwide. Ministries and sectors were asked to

coordinate closely with provinces to clear legal and

institutional bottlenecks in land management,

planning, public finance, construction and permitting,

transport, and the handling of surplus state assets. The

prime minister also called for careful assessments of

staffing and job design at the commune level, citing

uneven capacity in governance, information

technology, and accountability.

According to the government’s review, the two-tier

apparatus has gradually stabilized after three months

of implementation, with leadership positions in

People’s Committees filled. Authorities reported,

however, that several challenges remain. These include

delays in issuing or revising regulations in finance,

land, and education; infrastructure and staffing



shortfalls in some localities; backlogs in compensation

and resettlement processes; and difficulties for citizens

adjusting to revised administrative procedures. The

prime minister said actions should be swift but orderly

avoiding rushed decisions while ensuring clear

sequencing and measurable milestones.

The performance evaluation system to be built by the

Ministry of Science and Technology is intended to track

service quality and inter-level coordination, using

shared data to identify bottlenecks and benchmark

improvements. Government task forces will continue

on-site work with localities to troubleshoot specific

issues and to disseminate practical solutions that can

be replicated elsewhere.

Next steps include completing outstanding

compensation obligations by October 10, issuing

further guidance where legal gaps persist, and

publishing responsibilities and timelines for priority

reforms at provincial and commune levels. The

government said it will monitor progress against

defined indicators to verify that the two-tier model

produces faster approvals, clearer accountability, and

improved access to public services compared with the

previous three-tier structure. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: Pushes for stronger, more

efficient State-Owned Enterprises

(hn) On September 30, 2025, Deputy Prime Minister

Nguyễn Chí Dũng called for research and proposals on

breakthrough solutions to remove obstacles for Stated

own enterprises (SOEs) and boost the efficiency of the

State economy during a high-level meeting on a draft

resolution to strengthen SOEs.

The meeting, attended by leaders from the Ministry of

Finance, the Government Office, and 26 major SOEs,

focused on ambitious goals such as placing three SOEs

among the Fortune Global 500 and achieving full OECD

governance compliance. Discussions centered on

strategic investment in key sectors, mobilizing capital,

securing favorable credit, and optimizing State

resources through equitization, profit retention, and

streamlined land allocation.

Delegates also emphasized the creation of R&D

centers for digital and green transformation,

enhancing competitiveness through salary and bonus

schemes, forming incentive stock funds, restructuring

State capital, and modernizing SOEs to improve

efficiency.
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Deputy Prime Minister Nguyễn Chí Dũng reaffirmed

the central role of SOEs in driving national economic

growth, urging them to define strategic missions,

develop long-term growth plans, and contribute

feedback to the draft resolution. He stressed that the

final resolution should create favorable conditions for

SOEs to achieve significant breakthroughs.

[Vietnamnews] [Saigonnews]

Vietnam: 25 essential administrative

procedures move fully online from

October 1

(hn) From October 1, Vietnam will move 25 key

administrative procedures fully online, eliminating

paper submissions to streamline services and reduce

inconvenience.

Thirteen procedures under the Ministry of Public

Security-including ID issuance and renewal, residence

registration, vehicle and driver’s license management,

traffic fines, passports, and judicial records—will be

handled exclusively online.

Six commune-level services, such as birth, death, and

marriage registration, child health insurance linkage,

death benefits, and property changes, will also go

digital. Other mandatory online services cover

electricity connections, exam and university

applications, and unemployment benefits.

Government agencies must ensure proper

infrastructure and staffing to guide citizens, while

directly accessing data instead of requesting paper

documents-cutting costs, saving time, and boosting

efficiency. [Dantri, in Vietnamese] [Vietnam]

Vietnam: Government sets ambitious 2026

target as Q3 data surprise to the upside

(hn/ms) Vietnam’s Ministry of Finance has drafted a

2026 socio-economic plan targeting real GDP growth of

10 percent, per capita income of USD 5,000, average

inflation around 5 percent, and poverty reduction of 1

to 1.5 percent. The Government presents these goals

as a step-up from expected 2025 outcomes—meeting

all 15 headline indicators, including GDP growth of at

least 8 percent, per capita income near USD 5,000, and

inflation around 4 percent. Crucially, these ambitions

are well above international baselines: UOB projects 7

percent growth in 2026, the IMF expects 6.5 percent in
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2025 with further easing in 2026 amid tariffs and

fading stimulus, and the World Bank sees 6.6 percent

in 2025 and 6.1 percent in 2026 before a rebound. The

divergence underscores a growing gap between the

Government’s planned trajectory and external

assessments.

Momentum at the end of 2025 is strong. On October 5,

the Government reported third-quarter GDP growth of

8.22 percent, up from 7.96 percent in the second

quarter—the fastest since 2011 outside the 2022 post-

pandemic surge. Total trade turnover reached more

than USD 680 billion in January–September, up 17

percent year on year, delivering a USD 16.8 billion

trade surplus. Inflation averaged 3.27 percent over the

first nine months, with September at 3.38 percent.

Severe weather weighed on activity—eight storms,

including Typhoon Bualoi, caused an estimated 16.5

trillion dong (about USD 625.5 million) in damage—but

did not derail the quarterly headline.

A key macro test is the United States tariff shock. A 20

percent duty on most Vietnamese goods took effect on

August 7, midway through the quarter. Despite that

headwind, output accelerated—suggesting support

from order backlogs, supply-chain diversification into

Vietnam, and front-loading of shipments. Officials still

guide to more than 12 percent export growth for 2025,

while a United Nations Development Program

assessment has warned the new duties could cut

shipments to the United States by up to one fifth.

Trade talks with Washington are continuing.

The policy path from today’s 7–8 percent growth

toward a sustained 10 percent pace will hinge on three

macro levers that the authorities are prioritizing. First,

the investment cycle: faster execution of public

investment and flagship transport corridors is meant

to crowd in private capital, but delivery discipline will

be decisive—site clearance, procurement bottlenecks,

and cost control have historically dampened

multipliers. Second, external competitiveness: higher

tariffs raise the bar on firm-level productivity and push

an upgrade of the export mix beyond garments and

basic electronics toward higher-value components and

services, with deeper local supplier networks to lift

value-added per worker and reduce import

dependence. Third, financial intermediation: credit

needs to flow to viable, productive projects without re-

inflating property-sector risks; continued banking

clean-up, stronger capital buffers, and more diversified

funding—including deeper capital markets—will shape

the cost of capital and the efficiency of investment.

The Government has signaled strong determination

through ten policy pillars, including accelerated



institutional reform, macro-stability commitments,

infrastructure expansion, human-capital upgrades, and

a push on science, technology, and innovation.

Authorities also aim to clear legal and procedural

bottlenecks in land, planning, finance, construction,

and transport to shorten approval times and catalyze

private investment.

Risks to the 2026 target are non-trivial. Externally,

global growth could slow further; tariff and non-tariff

barriers may widen; and climate shocks—already

visible in the third quarter—can disrupt agriculture,

manufacturing, and logistics. Domestically, population

ageing and declining birth rates will tighten labor

supply over time, raising the premium on productivity

gains. Execution capacity will be critical: coherent

regulations across ministries and provinces, timely

secondary legislation, and digitalized public services

will determine how quickly announced reforms

translate into higher potential growth.

For 2025, the Government targets GDP growth of 8.3

to 8.5 percent, above the World Bank’s 6.6 percent and

the IMF’s 6.5 percent. Officials acknowledge headwinds

from external pressures and slow-moving reforms and

warn of elevated disaster risks through year-end. The

General Statistics Office is expected to publish a fuller

data set, including detailed trade composition, which

will help assess early tariff effects on sectoral exports

and pricing power. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

[Vietnamnews] [Vietnam]

Vietnam: Prosecutors charge five overseas

nationals linked to “provisional

government” as terrorists

(hn) Five overseas Vietnamese with dual nationality are

facing prosecution in Vietnam for charges of

“terrorism” and “attempting to overthrow the people’s

administration” under Articles 84 of the 1999 Penal

Code and 109 of the 2015 Penal Code.

They are linked to the US-based “Provisional National

Government of Vietnam,” which is classified as a

terrorist organization by the Vietnamese Government.

The accused include Đào Minh Quân, who has

declared himself “Imperial Duke, President” of the

group, along with Phạm Lisa and Huỳnh Thị Thắm, all

Vietnamese-Americans currently residing in the United

States; Đào Kim Quang, a Vietnamese-Norwegian living

in Norway; and Lâm Ái Huệ, a Vietnamese-Canadian

based in Canada.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-iik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-iiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-idl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gsilhk-l-idr/


The Group was designated a terrorist organization by

Vietnam in 2018 following alleged plots and several

convictions linked to 2017 petrol-bomb attempts.

[Ministry Republic of Security]

In its announcement in October, the Supreme People’s

Procuracy of Vietnam called on the defendants to

surrender for leniency and exercise their right to

defense. [Vietnamnews] [Vietnamplus]

Vietnam: Former Dong Nai officials

arrested over King Bay project scandal

(hn/ms) Authorities have arrested Phan Thi My Thanh,

former deputy secretary of the Dong Nai Provincial

Party Committee, on allegations of bribery linked to

the 125-hectare King Bay real-estate project in Nhon

Trach District. Lieutenant Colonel Vu Thanh Tung of

the Ministry of Public Security’s C03 unit said former

provincial official Vo Thanh Nhuan and property

appraiser Do Dinh Ngoan face the same charge.

Investigators have also charged former provincial

chairmen Dinh Quoc Thai and Cao Tien Dung, former

vice chairmen Vo Van Chanh and Nguyen Quoc Hung,

and Free Land JSC chairwoman Vu Minh Ly with

violating regulations on the management and use of

state assets, causing losses and waste. Specific

connections among the defendants in the King Bay

case have not yet been disclosed.

King Bay, approved in 2015, is a planned riverside

residential development along the Dong Nai River in

Nhon Trach, a fast-growing satellite area of Ho Chi

Minh City. The developer, Free Land JSC, began with

registered capital of VND 300 billion (approximately

USD 12 million) and later raised it to VND 1.5 trillion

(approximately USD 60 million). As the project

advanced, buyers accused the company of taking

deposits while failing to meet contractual obligations,

drawing regulatory scrutiny and feeding broader

concerns about governance, land valuation, and

investor protection in Vietnam’s real-estate sector.

Phan Thi My Thanh, 60, is a prominent figure in Dong

Nai politics whose career included posts as director of

the provincial industry and trade department, party

secretary of Nhon Trach District, vice chair of the

provincial People’s Committee, and deputy party

secretary. She was removed from all Party positions in

2018 following a disciplinary review and resigned from

the National Assembly. Several of the other officials

named have faced earlier disciplinary measures. The

investigation is ongoing, and authorities have not

indicated when a fuller account of alleged wrongdoing
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or charging decisions might be made public.

[Vnexpress, in Vietnamese] [Vietnamnet, in

Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Low-emission crop project to

advance sustainable and climate-resilient

agriculture

(hn) Vietnam’s Ministry of Agriculture and Environment

has approved the Low-Emission Crop Production

Project for 2025–2035, with a vision to 2050, aiming to

build a climate-resilient and sustainable crop sector

that secures farmer livelihoods, strengthens food

security, and enhances global competitiveness.

Agriculture is a major source of greenhouse gas

emissions, mostly from rice and the project targets a

15 percent reduction in crop-related emissions by

2035. Key measures include alternate wetting and

drying for rice irrigation, reduced fertilizer use with

more organic inputs, straw recycling, conservation

tillage, crop rotation, and biological pest control.

The initiative will introduce a “Low-Emission” label,

develop five technical packages for key crops, build a

national emissions database, and pilot carbon credit

models across provinces. Around 3,000 technicians,

farmers, and enterprises will be trained, while digital

technologies such as smart irrigation sensors, biochar

production, and carbon storage will be mainstreamed.

The project also focuses on market connections,

certification, and traceability to meet rising global

demand for sustainable products.

By 2050, Vietnam aims for all major crop areas to

adopt sustainable practices integrated with circular

production and digital technologies, with the Low-

Emission label becoming a national standard, helping

the country achieve its net-zero commitment under

COP26 while ensuring both competitiveness and

farmer resilience. [Vietnamnews] [Vietnam]

Vietnams Coast Guard visits Philippines to

strengthen maritime cooperation

(hn) Vietnam Coast Guard Vessel 8002 departed for the

Philippines on October 1, marking this year’s first visit

by Vietnam’s maritime law-enforcement force to

strengthen cooperation with Manila. Led by Major

General Trần Quang Tuấn, the delegation will hold

talks with the Philippine Coast Guard, pay courtesy
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calls, join cultural and sports exchanges, and conduct

joint at-sea training to deepen trust and operational

coordination.

Both countries face persistent pressure from China’s

unilateral, expansive claims in the South China Sea.

Although a 2016 arbitral tribunal found no legal basis

for the “nine-dash line” under UNCLOS, Beijing rejects

the ruling and has continued coercive actions at sea.

This shared threat environment reinforces the

Vietnam–Philippines push for practical coast-guard

drills, joint search-and-rescue, and real-time

information-sharing.

The mission builds on a 2024 memorandum of

understanding and prior cooperation, including joint

patrols, delegation exchanges, and SAR exercises to

improve incident response. On September 29 in

Manila, the two countries’ naval chiefs reaffirmed

commitments to joint activities, humanitarian

coordination, and regional maritime security—

signaling a shift from symbolic gestures to operational

measures such as ship visits, joint SAR, and the first

bilateral coast-guard drills. [Vietnamnews]

[Vietnamplus]

Outstandingly, both countries are deepening naval

cooperation, which observers say could serve as a

“model for maritime collaboration” amid South China

Sea tensions.

Observers see room to expand into disaster relief,

goodwill exchanges in contested Spratly features, and

carefully scoped defense-industrial collaboration.

Challenges remain—notably environmental concerns

tied to reclamation in the Spratlys—but the

partnership offers a pragmatic model for managing

tensions, improving maritime safety, and supporting a

stable, rules-based order in the region. [South China

Morning Post]
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EU prosecutor warns of large-scale

Chinese-led customs and VAT fraud

threatening European ports

(dql) The EU’s chief public prosecutor, Laura Kovesi,

warned that organized criminal networks—particularly

Chinese groups—have been perpetrating large-scale

customs and VAT fraud across the European Union.

Speaking in Piraeus, Greece, Kovesi described these

operations as industrial in scale, involving corruption

of customs officials, brokers, and bank staff, and noted

that such crimes have become increasingly violent.

Since 2016, Chinese shipping giant Cosco has held a

two-thirds stake in Piraeus, the country’s largest port.

Last month, the European Public Prosecutor’s Office

(EPPO) executed “Operation Calypso,” seizing 2,435

containers—mostly electric bicycles, textiles, and

footwear—worth at least USD 250 million, and

arresting six people, including two customs officers.

The fraud, active for roughly eight years, is estimated

to have cost the EU EUR 350 million (USD 381 million)

in customs duties and EUR 450 million (USD 490

million) in VAT.

Established in 2021, the EPPO investigates offenses

harming EU financial interests, including transnational

VAT fraud. Kovesi stressed the urgency of combating

these criminal networks, framing the issue as both a

financial and security threat. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China secures 30-year concession in USD

1.4 billion railway revamp in Tanzania,

Zambia

(dql) China, Tanzania, and Zambia have signed a USD

1.4 billion agreement to modernize the Tanzania-

Zambia Railway Authority (TAZARA), a key transport

corridor originally built with Chinese support in the

1970s. [China Daily]
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The project, led by China Railway Construction

Corporation (CRCC), includes track refurbishment

between Dar es Salaam and New Kapiri Mposhi,

upgrades to workshops, new maintenance facilities,

and the purchase of 34 locomotives, 16 passenger

coaches, and 760 wagons. The corridor aims to deliver

reliable, eastbound transport for copper and cobalt

from Zambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo

(DRC), reducing reliance on Atlantic routes and

mitigating supply-chain risks for Chinese firms such as

CMOC and Zijin which faced the suspension of copper

and cobalt mining licenses in the DRC over radiation

concerns in 2024.

Under the agreement, CRCC will manage the railway

for 30 years, giving China extended operational and

strategic influence over the corridor. [Reuters] [ZAWYA]

[NAI 500]

Central-southern Africa has become a strategic arena

in the global race for critical minerals, with Kapiri

Mposhi in Zambia emerging as a key logistics hub for

competing international corridors.

Three major corridors converge near Kapiri Mposhi:

China’s Tazara Railway to Dar es Salaam, the U.S.- and

EU-backed Lobito Corridor to Angola’s Lobito Port, and

Japan’s Nacala Corridor to Mozambique. Despite

limited coordination among these corridors, experts

see them as evolving into complementary pan-African

routes, echoing historic proposals like the Trans-

African Highway.

The corridors not only move minerals efficiently but

also lock in long-term influence over supply chains,

reduce logistical bottlenecks, and create leverage for

African governments in negotiations over local

processing, jobs, and standards.

Analysts note that infrastructure investments are

increasingly strategic tools: they shape global supply

lines, mitigate reliance on rivals, and provide insurance

against geopolitical and commercial disruptions. For

Africa, the challenge is ensuring that these competing

corridors translate into sustainable economic benefits

rather than merely facilitating raw material exports.

[SCMP] [Governance and Economic Policy Centre]

China dismisses allegations of arming

Cambodia in Thailand border clashes

(dql) The Chinese Embassy in Thailand has rejected

reports suggesting it supplied Cambodia with military

equipment during the recent border confrontation
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with Thailand. Addressing claims—including coverage

by The New York Times—that Chinese-made rockets

were deployed, the Embassy emphasized China’s

neutral role and its efforts to ease tensions between

the two neighbors. [The New York Times]

Beijing stressed it has no stake in the border dispute

and supports ASEAN-led negotiations as the proper

channel for resolving the conflict. The Embassy

highlighted its willingness to engage with Thailand,

Cambodia, and other regional partners to sustain the

ceasefire and promote long-term stability.

The statement also urged media and individuals to

refrain from spreading unverified information that

could exacerbate regional instability. [Asia News

Network]

South Korea, Europe forge cooperation on

space weather and communications

(mo) The European Space Agency (ESA) and the Korea

Aero Space Administration (KASA) have signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to advance

cooperation in the peaceful use of space. The

agreement, formalized at the 76th International

Astronautical Congress (IAC) in Sydney, marks the start

of collaboration in space weather monitoring and

shared use of space communication networks. [KASA

1] [KASA 2]

Under the new framework, ESA and KASA will share

ground stations for telemetry, tracking, and command

(TT&C) operations. This includes reciprocal access

between ESA’s Estrack network, which spans six

countries with three deep space antennas, and South

Korea’s Korea Deep Space Antenna in Yeoju. The

arrangement enhances mission resilience by

improving coverage and providing backup options in

cases of congestion or environmental disruptions.

In a parallel Joint Statement of Intent, both agencies

agreed to pursue joint research on space weather

forecasting, combining data from ESA’s forthcoming

Vigil mission to Lagrange Point L5 and KASA’s planned

solar probe to L4. This collaboration could form the

foundation of a comprehensive space weather service

by the 2030s, improving global monitoring of solar

activity and its effects on satellites and communication

systems.

The MoU also paves the way for future collaboration in

space science, exploration, human spaceflight, satellite

applications, navigation, and sustainability. Notably,
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KASA’s upcoming Korea Positioning System (KPS) could

integrate with ESA missions like LEO-PNT, enhancing

the accuracy and reliability of regional satellite

navigation networks. [The European Space Agency]

Bangladesh’s interim leader presses for

Rohingya repatriation as U.S. pledges USD

60 million in new aid

(lm) Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus has

reiterated that the repatriation of Rohingya refugees to

Myanmar remains the only sustainable solution to the

crisis, as the United States announced USD 60 million

in new humanitarian assistance to support Rohingya

communities in Bangladesh and the region.

Yunus made the remarks in New York during a

meeting with UN Special Envoy on Myanmar Julie

Bishop, emphasizing that Bangladesh cannot

indefinitely shoulder the economic and social burden

of hosting nearly one million refugees in Cox’s Bazar.

He warned that international fatigue and reduced aid

risk aggravating instability in both Bangladesh and

Myanmar’s Rakhine State, where fighting between the

Myanmar military and the Arakan Army continues to

escalate. “The return of the Rohingya people to their

homeland is the only viable solution,” Yunus said,

calling on world leaders not to “forget” the crisis. [The

Daily Star 1]

At a separate UN-hosted high-level conference, U.S.

Special Envoy for Best Future Generations Charles

Harder announced the new aid package, bringing total

American contributions since 2017 to nearly USD 2.4

billion. Harder urged other governments and private

donors to increase funding, noting that only 38 percent

of the USD 934 million needed for 2025 has been

secured, threatening food distribution programs

beyond November.

While reaffirming Washington’s commitment to

supporting displaced Rohingya and persecuted

minorities in Myanmar, Harder stressed that the

United States “cannot shoulder the burden

indefinitely.” He urged Dhaka to consider “meaningful

policy adjustments” to improve refugee livelihoods and

self-reliance, and condemned the Myanmar junta’s

atrocities and exclusionary electoral plans.

Bishop, who also met Yunus ahead of the conference,

echoed the call to diversify funding sources and urged

member states of the Organization of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC) to expand their contributions. [The

Daily Star 2]
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World Bank warns U.S. tariffs to slow

South Asia’s growth in 2026 despite India’s

short-term resilience

(lm) The World Bank has warned that the United States’

50 percent tariffs on Indian exports will significantly

slow South Asia’s economic growth next year, even as

India remains temporarily insulated by public spending

and domestic demand.

In its latest regional outlook released on October 7, the

World Bank projected South Asia’s growth to fall to 5.8

percent in 2026, down from 6.6 percent in 2025, citing

the impact of higher U.S. tariffs on Indian goods. The

forecast covers India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal,

Bhutan, and the Maldives, with India accounting for

nearly three-quarters of the region’s output.

The Bank raised its estimate for India’s GDP growth for

fiscal year 2025–2026 to 6.5 percent, but trimmed its

projection for the following year to 6.3 percent,

reflecting the lagged effects of reduced export

competitiveness and tighter global conditions. The new

U.S. tariff regime, ordered by President Donald Trump,

affects about USD 50 billion (INR 4.2 trillion) in Indian

exports, mainly in textiles, gems and jewelry, and

shrimp, sectors employing millions in labor-intensive

industries.

To mitigate the shock, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

government last month introduced the most extensive

tax cuts since 2017, slashing duties on consumer

goods and automobiles while continuing large-scale

infrastructure spending to sustain domestic

momentum.

Analysts say the measures will help India cushion

short-term losses but cannot fully offset the drag from

weaker export demand in 2026. The World Bank

emphasized that sustaining growth will depend on

structural reforms and new market access agreements

to counterbalance the U.S. trade barrier. [Reuters]

Brunei participate in 16th BIMP-EAGA

customs meeting

(tl) Brunei’s Royal Customs and Excise Department

(RCED), led by Acting Controller Muhammad Azizil

Hakim, joined senior officials at the 16th BIMP-EAGA

Customs Heads Meeting, chaired by Royal Malaysian

Customs Department. The session focused on updates
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from the BIMP-EAGA Trade Facilitation Cluster,

Customs Working Group, consultations with the

private sector through the BIMP-EAGA Business

Council (BEBC), and technical assistance from the Asian

Development Bank (ABD).

A key outcome was the designation of the Royal

Malaysian Customs Academy (AKMAL) in Kuching as

the BIMP-EAGA Training Centre (BETC), serving as the

main regional hub for customs training. AKMAL is also

recognized by the World Customs Organization (WCO)

as a Regional Training Centre. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia defends human rights progress

amid UN criticism

(dql) Cambodia’s permanent representative to the

United Nations in Geneva, In Dara, acknowledged that

the country does not have a perfect human rights

record but emphasized ongoing reforms that balance

conservation, development, and governance. His

remarks came in response to the UN Special

Rapporteur Vitit Muntarbhorn’s fifth report on

Cambodia’s human rights situation, covering mid-2024

to June 2025. The report was presented last week’s

60th session of the United Nations (UN) Human Rights

Council.

Muntarbhorn criticized the 2025 nationality law, the

conduct of the 2023 national elections, judicial actions

against political and environmental activists, and the

limited participation of local stakeholders in natural

resource management. He highlighted transnational

repression, online fraud, human trafficking, forced

evictions, and insufficient enforcement of

environmental rights. He recommended dropping

charges against political dissidents, liberalizing civic

space, and implementing UN principles on business

and human rights. [Youtube]

In response, Dara defended Cambodia’s sovereignty,

emphasizing that the nationality law protects national

interests while upholding constitutional rights. He

argued that the 2023 elections, which led to Prime

Minister Hun Manet succeeding Hun Sen, were

conducted peacefully and in full conformity with the

constitution, reflecting the will of the people. Dara

rejected claims of repression, noting that prosecutions

target illegal acts rather than political beliefs, and

highlighted over 6,000 registered organizations and

2,000 media outlets, many openly critical of the

government.
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Dara also stressed Cambodia’s efforts to combat

online crime, strengthen regional cooperation, and

advance environmental protection through

consultation and legal reform. He framed Cambodia’s

trajectory as one of resilience and sustainable

development, citing post-war institution-building,

landmine clearance, poverty reduction, and expanded

education and health services as the foundations for

rights to flourish.

Urging the UN Human Rights Council to assess the

situation fairly, Dara called for recognition of

Cambodia’s progress alongside its ongoing challenges,

advocating cooperation based on impartiality and

balance rather than selective criticism. [Cambodianess]

[Khmer Times]

FIDH condemns Cambodian crackdown amid border

tensions

In a separate statement, issued during the Interactive

Dialogue with the UN Special Rapporteur on human

rights in Cambodia, the International Federation for

Human Rights (FIDH) criticized the Cambodian

government for using the border crisis between

Cambodia and Thailand to restrict dissent and civic

space, noting that since late August, at least four

opposition members and three journalists have been

arrested for exercising freedom of expression.

FIDH also condemned amendments to the Nationality

Law, which grant broad powers to revoke citizenship,

warning that the legislation could be used to suppress

peaceful dissent. Socio-economic concerns were

highlighted, including potential disruptions from

planned military conscription in 2026 and risks to

economic stability from the return of nearly one

million migrant workers amid a microfinance over-

indebtedness crisis.

The organization reported that at least 79 individuals

remain imprisoned on politically motivated charges,

including opposition members, trade unionists,

journalists, social media users, and environmental

activists. [FIDH]

Indonesia urges EU to drop biodiesel

duties after WTO win, slams appeal to

stalled court

(ms) Indonesia’s trade ministry called on the European

Union to implement a World Trade Organization panel

ruling ordering the removal of countervailing duties on

Indonesian biodiesel and said the EU’s decision to
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appeal was a time-buying move, given the Appellate

Body has been inoperative since 2019. Brussels

confirmed it will appeal the biodiesel case, even as the

two sides last month concluded negotiations on a free-

trade deal, and while a separate WTO panel also found

EU duties on Indonesian stainless steel inconsistent

with global trade rules.

Jakarta’s statement follows a panel report in the

dispute known as DS618, which backed Indonesia’s

challenge to EU countervailing measures on biodiesel.

The EU has argued Indonesian producers benefit from

grants, tax preferences, and below-market access to

palm-oil feedstock; Indonesia says the duties

unlawfully restrict market access. By filing an appeal to

a non-functioning Appellate Body, the EU effectively

places the biodiesel decision in legal limbo unless both

sides opt into the WTO’s Multi-Party Interim Appeal

Arbitration arrangement. Indonesia criticized the move

and urged the bloc to comply without delay.

Trade tensions are not confined to biodiesel. On

stainless steel, a WTO panel ruled the EU acted

inconsistently in imposing anti-dumping duties of

about 10.2 to 20.2 percent and countervailing duties of

up to 21.4 percent on Indonesian cold-rolled products,

prompting Jakarta to press for immediate removal.

These cases sit alongside broader frictions over

sustainability-linked policies, including the EU’s rules

tying palm-oil use to deforestation risks—measures

that Southeast Asian producers view as discriminatory.

The diplomatic backdrop is the newly negotiated EU-

Indonesia free-trade agreement, intended to lower

tariffs, expand services and investment access, and

create sustainable-trade disciplines. For Indonesia,

securing durable market entry for palm-based biofuels

and nickel-linked industrial exports is a priority; for the

EU, ensuring level-playing-field commitments,

traceability, and environmental safeguards is central.

The WTO rulings could shape how these disciplines are

implemented once the deal is ratified, particularly

around subsidy practices, standards setting, and

dispute settlement coordination. [Reuters] [TRT World]

[WTO]

23 Malaysians detained in Israel’s

interception of Global Sumud Flotilla

(tl) Twenty-three Malaysians were among those

detained when Israeli forces intercepted the Global

Sumud Flotilla (GSF) while it was en route to deliver aid

to Gaza. Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

announced that all 23 detained Malaysians will be
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flown out of Israel to Istanbul on a special flight

arranged by Türkiye.

More than 500 activists from 45 countries were

involved in this humanitarian mission. Over 38 hours,

Israeli naval forces seized all 42 vessels, carrying

volunteers, activists, and humanitarian aids, from the

flotilla in international waters, as the boats attempted

to breach the naval blockade.

The flotilla had departed from Spain in late September,

joined by boats from Tunisia and other ports, aiming to

deliver aid and show solidarity with Gaza. The

interception triggered worldwide protests in supports

for activists and against ongoing war in Gaza. [BBC]

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia secures seventh consecutive

International Civil Aviation Organization

council term for 2025–2028

(ga) Malaysia has been re-elected as a Council Member

of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

under Part III for the 2025–2028 term, following

elections held on September 30 at the 42nd ICAO

General Assembly in Montreal, Canada.

Malaysia secured 154 votes, placing seventh among 15

contesting countries, and marking its strongest

electoral performance since first joining the Council in

2007. This is Malaysia’s seventh consecutive term on

the ICAO Council.

ICAO, a specialized UN agency with 193 member

states, sets global aviation priorities, policies, and

strategic targets through its General Assembly and

Council. Malaysia has reaffirmed its commitment to

advancing aviation safety, innovation, sustainability,

and infrastructure development to meet the future

needs of the aviation industry. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs Malaysia] [Bernama]

Philippines to lead ASEAN Smart Cities

Network in 2026

(ghd) The Philippines will chair the ASEAN Smart Cities

Network (ASCN) in 2026. Established in 2018, the ASCN

connects 35 cities in the region in their pursuit of

sustainable and innovative solutions to urban

challenges. The official handover took place on

September 9 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. During its
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chairmanship, the Philippines plans to champion a

practical and people-centric approach, focusing on

tangible improvements to daily life such as faster

public services, safer streets, and more efficient

mobility. [Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

The ASEAN Smart Cities Network is a collaborative

platform that pairs cities with national governments,

private sector partners, and development agencies to

pilot and scale urban solutions in areas like digital

government, transport, public safety, utilities, housing,

and climate resilience. Each member city drafts a

“Smart City Action Plan” with projects, financing

pathways, and metrics, while the network facilitates

matchmaking for funding and technology, shares best

practices, and aligns initiatives with ASEAN-wide

standards and interoperability goals. [Inquirer] [Manila

Bulletin]

Philippines secures World Bank grants

worth USD 3.7 million

(ghd) The Philippines has secured two grants from the

World Bank totaling USD 3.7 million to support the

development of future projects. Both grants are

funded by the Grant Facility for Project Preparation

and are set to close on December 31, 2026. This

follows a previous USD 1.7 million grant from the

World Bank for an early childhood development

project.

The first grant, worth USD 1.7 million, is for the

Technology-driven, Human-centered climate and

disaster Resilience through Innovation for Vulnerable

Empowerment (THRIVE) Project. This will fund

preparatory activities such as risk assessments and

policy design.

The second, worth USD 2 million, is for the Clean

Philippines Multiphase Approach (Phase 1) Project and

will support research, pilot demonstrations and policy

design. [Manila Bulletin]

Singapore prime minister visits Australia

and New Zealand

(nl) Prime Minister Lawrence Wong began his first

official visit to Australia and New Zealand as

Singapore’s leader, with stops in Canberra, Sydney and

Auckland from October 6 to 11. The trip coincides with

the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations with both
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countries and underscores the close and longstanding

cooperation across trade, defense, and innovation.

In Canberra, Mr Wong and Australian Prime Minister

Anthony Albanese will hold the 10th Singapore-

Australia Leaders’ Meeting, where the two sides are

expected to launch an upgraded Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership known as CSP 2.0. The visit also

includes meetings with Governor-General Sam Mostyn,

opposition leader Sussan Ley, and business figures in

Sydney, alongside a policy dialogue at the Lowy

Institute.

Wong will then travel to Auckland to meet New

Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, where both

leaders will sign a Joint Vision Statement to formalize

the Singapore-New Zealand Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership. His visit includes wreath-laying

ceremonies at national memorials and receptions with

overseas Singaporeans, reflecting the broader effort to

reaffirm bilateral ties as Singapore marks its 60th year

of independence. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Singapore]

Bangladesh to acquire 20 Chinese J-10C

fighter jets in USD 2.2 billion deal

(lm) Bangladesh is finalizing a USD 2.2 billion defense

deal with China to purchase 20 J-10C multirole fighter

aircraft by 2027 — the country’s largest-ever air force

procurement. The move marks a significant step in

Dhaka’s long-planned modernization of the

Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) under its “Forces Goal

2030” framework.

The acquisition will be carried out through a

government-to-government (G2G) arrangement

between Bangladesh and China, with payments spread

across 10 fiscal years (2025–2036). The base price per

jet has been set at USD 60 million, totaling USD 1.2

billion for the aircraft themselves. An additional USD

820 million will cover training, equipment, logistics,

and transportation, while further costs — including

insurance, taxes, agency fees, and infrastructure

upgrades — bring the overall project value to roughly

USD 2.2 billion.

Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus first discussed the

deal during an official visit to Beijing in March 2025,

where Chinese officials reportedly responded

positively to Dhaka’s proposal. Negotiations have since

progressed rapidly as part of broader defense

cooperation under the interim government.
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Analysts say the acquisition will significantly upgrade

Bangladesh’s air combat capabilities, replacing its

aging fleet of Chinese-made F-7s and complementing

its existing MiG-29B fighters. However, security experts

cautioned that Dhaka must weigh the purchase against

geopolitical considerations, given the growing strategic

competition between China and the United States.

The Bangladesh Air Force currently operates around

212 aircraft, including 44 fighter jets — most of them

Chinese-built — along with Russian and Western-made

trainers and helicopters. [Dhaka Tribune]

India calls stay of Bangladesh’s ousted ex-

premier a legal matter while border

tensions remain high over pushbacks and

killings

(lm) India has described former Bangladeshi prime

minister Sheikh Hasina’s stay in India as part of an

ongoing “judicial legal process”, as Dhaka and New

Delhi also address increasing tension over border

pushbacks and killings.

Hasina fled to India in August 2024 during the mass

uprising that removed her government and now faces

trial in absentia in Bangladesh. Dhaka has formally

requested her extradition, but officials say New Delhi

has not responded. Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram

Misri told visiting Bangladeshi journalists that India is

reviewing the issue as part of a judicial process and will

continue coordination with Dhaka, avoiding any

political comment. [The Daily Star]

Parallel to these developments, senior officers from

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and India’s Border

Security Force (BSF) held a commander-level meeting

on October 4, amid growing strain over border killings

and cross-border pushbacks. The two-hour dialogue

focused on curbing trafficking, cattle smuggling, and

drug flows, and reaffirmed a commitment to maintain

“cordial relations.” However, officials acknowledged

that relations along the frontier have been tested by

India’s intensified deportations of Bengali-speaking

Muslims—many allegedly expelled from Assam and

West Bengal without due process.

Rights groups have documented cases where

individuals holding valid Indian documents were

forcibly sent into Bangladesh, a practice Dhaka denies

accepting. New Delhi defends the operations as part of

its enforcement campaign against “infiltrators,” but the

informal expulsions and rising fatalities along the
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border have become a recurring source of friction.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh pushes for deeper U.S. tariff

cuts as Washington reaffirms support for

interim government

(lm) Bangladesh has pressed the United States to

further reduce import tariffs to address the widening

trade imbalance, arguing that current preferences

remain insufficient as the country prepares to

graduate from least-developed-country (LDC) status in

2026.

During high-level meetings in Washington, National

Security Adviser Khalilur Rahman urged U.S. officials to

accelerate a pending tariff deal and expand duty

concessions for Bangladeshi exports, particularly in

garments and light manufacturing. U.S. Assistant Trade

Representative Brendan Lynch confirmed that

Washington would review the request once the

agreement takes effect.

In parallel talks, Under Secretary of State Allison

Hooker reaffirmed U.S. political support for Chief

Adviser Muhammad Yunus’s interim government,

signaling Washington’s intent to maintain stability

ahead of the February 2026 national elections. The

discussions also covered regional security and

migration, with the U.S. reiterating its commitment to

the Rohingya response, including USD 60 million in

new aid.

Senior State Department officials, including Nicole

Chulick and Andrew Herrup, met Rahman to discuss

broader cooperation in trade, investment, and

governance. [Dhaka Tribune]

UK envoy visits Bangladesh to align trade

and investment with post-LDC transition

(mon) The United Kingdom’s Trade Envoy to

Bangladesh, Baroness Rosie Winterton, is on a five-day

mission to Dhaka and Chattogram to align future trade

and investment cooperation with Bangladesh’s

upcoming graduation from Least Developed Country

(LDC) status in November 2026. The visit comes as

Bangladesh enters a politically sensitive phase ahead

of its February 2026 elections and seeks to reassure

international partners of economic continuity under

the interim administration.
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Baroness Winterton is holding talks with Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus and senior economic policymakers

to advance market access, regulatory reform, and

investment frameworks that will shape Bangladesh’s

post-LDC competitiveness. Meetings with opposition

parties aim to gauge cross-party commitment to

maintaining policy predictability and investor

confidence during the transition period.

Discussions focus on expanding UK participation in

aviation, energy transition, higher education, and

defense manufacturing, while ensuring that

Bangladesh can leverage the UK’s Developing

Countries Trading Scheme (DCTS) — which guarantees

duty-free access for Bangladeshi exports until 2029.

This preferential window is crucial as Bangladesh

prepares for the loss of broader tariff privileges under

the EU’s GSP framework once it exits LDC status.

The envoy’s agenda includes sessions with British

International Investment (BII) and Bangladeshi

partners to develop green finance and infrastructure

pipelines, positioning the UK as a strategic investor in

sustainable urban development and logistics. [The

Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune]

Turkish deputy foreign minister concludes

Bangladesh visit focused on trade,

defense, and political outreach

(lm) Turkish Deputy Foreign Minister Berris Ekinci

arrived in Dhaka on October 6 for a two-day visit,

marking the first round of foreign office consultations

between Bangladesh and Turkey in five years. The visit

was expected to focus on revitalizing bilateral trade,

defense cooperation, and energy partnerships,

reflecting Ankara’s intent to deepen engagement with

South Asia as Bangladesh undergoes political

transition.

According to diplomatic sources, Ekinci’s program

included meetings with Chief Adviser Muhammad

Yunus and senior members of the interim cabinet

responsible for foreign affairs, energy, infrastructure,

and transport. The discussions were expected to

review ongoing defense-industrial collaboration,

Turkish investments in infrastructure, and prospects

for expanding trade and logistics connectivity.

Ekinci was also expected to meet representatives from

major political parties, including the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), the Jamaat-e-Islami, and the

National Citizen Party (NCP)—a student-led nationalist
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movement that gained influence after the 2024

uprising. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh and Saudia Arabia conclude

first business summit, launch joint trade

chamber

(mon) Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia have concluded

their first bilateral business summit, held in Dhaka

from October 6 to 8, and formally launched the Saudi

Arabia–Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (SABCCI), marking a significant step in

expanding economic cooperation between the two

countries.

The three-day summit brought together senior

policymakers, investors, and business leaders to

explore collaboration in energy, manufacturing,

information technology, and infrastructure, with

particular focus on ready-made garments, agro-

products, and skilled labor mobility. The initiative

reflects Bangladesh’s strategy to diversify trade beyond

Western markets and Saudi Arabia’s drive to expand

investment in South Asia under its Vision 2030

diversification agenda.

Saudi Arabia, the Middle East’s largest economy, is

already Bangladesh’s top overseas labor destination,

hosting more than three million Bangladeshi workers.

Bilateral trade reached USD 2 billion in the 2024–25

fiscal year, while Bangladeshi exports to Saudi Arabia

totaled USD 310 million.

The establishment of SABCCI marks the first

institutional trade chamber between Bangladesh and

any Middle Eastern country. It aims to streamline

business facilitation, regulatory coordination, and

investment promotion. Dhaka has also designated 300

acres in the National Special Economic Zone (NSEZ) in

Chattogram for Saudi investors, targeting projects in oil

refining, petrochemicals, port management, and green

technology. [Daily Sun] [The Financial Express] [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh expands maritime diplomacy

with small island states amid climate and

security focus

(mon) Bangladesh is expanding its international

maritime engagement by strengthening cooperation

with Small Island Developing States (SIDS) on climate
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resilience, maritime security, and sustainable ocean

governance. The initiative, discussed at a meeting

hosted by the Bangladesh High Commission in London,

positions Dhaka as a bridge between coastal and

island nations facing similar environmental and

economic pressures.

Bangladesh’s High Commissioner to the United

Kingdom and Permanent Representative to the

International Maritime Organization (IMO), Abida

Islam, said the partnership aims to align maritime

policy, infrastructure investment, and low-carbon

development goals within the IMO framework. The

discussions reflect Bangladesh’s effort to deepen its

role in global maritime diplomacy—linking its own

coastal vulnerabilities and blue-economy ambitions

with broader international strategies to manage ocean

resources and adapt to climate impacts.

Officials from participating SIDS highlighted

Bangladesh’s emerging influence in the IMO and its

push to connect climate adaptation with maritime

trade and security policy, areas increasingly central to

both Dhaka’s foreign relations and global

environmental governance. [BSS News] [Daily Sun]

India strengthens economic and

infrastructure cooperation with Bhutan

(lm) India has intensified its financial and

infrastructural engagement with Bhutan through a

series of major initiatives covering cross-border

connectivity, hydropower, and economic recovery.

The Government of India has approved two cross-

border railway projects—connecting Samtse and

Gelephu with the Indian states of West Bengal and

Assam—allocating BTN 40.3 billion (USD 484 million)

for their construction. Classified as Special Railway

Projects of national and strategic importance, the 69-

kilometer Kokrajhar–Gelephu line and the 16-kilometer

Banarhat–Samtse line are expected to be completed

within four and three years, respectively, beginning in

the 2025–26 fiscal year. Once operational, the new

links will provide Bhutan with direct access to India’s

150,000-kilometer railway network, boosting trade,

industrial growth, and regional connectivity,

particularly in the Gelephu Mindfulness City and

southern Bhutan. [Kuensel 1]

Simultaneously, India has released the fourth tranche

of Bhutan’s Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP),

amounting to BTN 2.5 billion (USD 30 million). The ESP,

launched in 2024 with a total value of BTN 15 billion
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(USD 180 million), aims to revitalize key sectors such as

agriculture, tourism, youth employment, and small

industries through fiscal aid and concessional loans.

Over BTN 10 billion (USD 120 million) has already been

disbursed, with nearly 4,000 loan applications worth

BTN 11.57 billion (USD 139 million) submitted by the

end of 2024 and BTN 3.11 billion (USD 37 million)

approved. [Kuensel 2]

Further deepening cooperation, India’s Power Finance

Corporation has signed a INR 48.29 billion (USD 580

million) loan agreement to finance the 600-megawatt

Khorlochhu Hydropower Project—Bhutan’s first major

cross-border project financing of this scale. The

project, jointly undertaken by Bhutan’s Druk Green

Power Corporation (60 percent) and India’s Tata Power

(40 percent), carries a total cost of BTN 69 billion (USD

830 million). Construction began in January 2025, with

commissioning expected by 2029–30. The project is

seen as a milestone for Bhutan’s goal of achieving 25

gigawatts of renewable capacity by 2040 and

enhancing regional clean energy cooperation through

seasonal power trade with India. [Kuensel 3]

Brunei and Japan airlines launch

codeshare to boost connectivity

(ga) Royal Brunei Airlines (RB) and Japan Airlines (JAL)

have launched a codeshare partnership effective

October 1 to expand travel options and improve

connectivity between Brunei, Japan, and international

destinations.

Under the agreement, JAL’s “JL” code will be placed on

RB-operated flights between Bandar Seri Begawan and

Tokyo (Narita), while RB’s “BI” code will be used on

selected JAL domestic routes, including Osaka and

Nagoya.

The partnership aims to strengthen bilateral ties,

facilitate tourism, business, and cultural exchanges,

and enhance travel links across Southeast Asia,

Australia, and Japan. It also forms part of RB’s broader

network expansion strategy through collaborations

with international carriers. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei, Philippines sign MoU to

strengthen agriculture and fisheries

cooperation
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(ga) Brunei and the Philippines have formalized

cooperation in agriculture and fisheries through a

memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed in

Manila on October 2. The agreement was signed by

Brunei’s Minister of Primary Resources and Tourism

Abdul Manaf Metussin and the Philippines’ Secretary of

Agriculture Francisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr.

The MoU, concluded alongside the 47th ASEAN

Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry Meeting,

establishes collaboration between Brunei’s

Department of Agriculture and Agrifood and Fisheries

Department with the Philippines’ Department of

Agriculture. It focuses on knowledge exchange,

technology transfer, and expertise sharing to enhance

productivity and quality in both sectors.

The agreement also provides capacity-building

opportunities, such as training programs and expert

visits, while aiming to expand market access, attract

investment, involve the private sector, boost

competitiveness, increase exports, and support

economic diversification efforts. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei, Singapore strengthen

comprehensive partnership through high-

level visit

(ga) Brunei and Singapore reinforced their

longstanding partnership through the introductory

visit of Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister

for Trade and Industry Gan Kim Yong from September

30 to October 1. Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei

received the Deputy Prime Minister in audience at

Nurul Iman Palace, marking his first official visit to

Brunei since assuming office in May 2024.

The meeting, attended by senior officials from both

sides, highlighted the close bilateral relationship, with

discussions focused on strengthening trade,

investment, and wider economic cooperation. Brunei

and Singapore’s ties are underpinned by collaboration

in defence, the Currency Interchangeability Agreement,

health, education, and people-to-people exchanges.

[Borneo Bulletin 1]

During his visit, Gan Kim Yong also met Brunei’s Crown

Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah, Senior Minister at the Prime

Minister’s Office, at Qashr Al-Meezaan Palace. An

audience and luncheon were held to further explore

new opportunities for cooperation in trade and

investment.
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The visit also coincided with preparations for the 11th

Young Leaders’ Programme (YLP), to be hosted by

Brunei later this year, a bilateral initiative designed to

build leadership and cooperation among the youth of

both countries. [Borneo Bulletin 2]

Deputy Prime Minister Gan’s visit included a tour to

Brunei Rotary Engineering (BRE), a joint venture

between Singapore’s Rotary Engineering Pte Ltd and

Brunei’s Strategic Development Capital Fund under the

Ministry of Finance and Economy. BRE was established

to strengthen Brunei’s engineering, procurement, and

construction (EPC) capabilities, enhance workforce

development, and support long-term industrial

maintenance. [Borneo Bulletin 3]

Brunei and Australia deepen judicial

cooperation through official visit

(ga) Brunei and Australia have reinforced judicial

cooperation following an official visit by Chief Justice of

the Brunei Supreme Court Steven Chong and a

delegation from the Brunei Judiciary to the Federal

Circuit and Family Court of Australia (FCFCOA) in

Melbourne.

Discussions focused on judicial administration, case

management, court-annexed mediation, and

mechanisms to assist self-represented and vulnerable

litigants, including Family Dispute Resolution and

Family Advocacy and Support Services.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to the

Australia–Brunei Plan of Action 2024–2027, aiming to

expand collaboration in judicial education, professional

exchanges, and best practices. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia strengthens tourism ties with

Brunei

(dql) Cambodia is enhancing tourism cooperation with

Brunei to attract visitors, particularly from Muslim

countries, and to promote direct flights between the

two nations. At the ASEAN tourism ministers’ briefing

in Malacca, Cambodia’s Minister of Tourism Hout Hak

and Brunei’s Minister Dato Abdul Manaf Metussin

highlighted the importance of people-to-people

exchanges and improved air connectivity to facilitate

travel.

Both countries aim to boost Muslim-friendly tourism,

leveraging Cambodia’s services catering to Muslim
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visitors and Brunei’s Islamic tourism offerings. This

initiative is expected to increase tourist flows and

strengthen the tourism sectors of both nations. A

memorandum of understanding on tourism

cooperation may be signed in Cambodia or at the 2026

ASEAN Tourism Forum in Cebu, Philippines.

[Cambodianess]

Cambodia to receive first Chinese-built

frigate amid deepening defense ties

(dql) Cambodia has completed construction and

successfully conducted technical trials on its first

Chinese-built frigate, while a second is under

construction, former Defense Minister Tea Banh

announced. Banh, now a member of the King’s Privy

Council—the elite advisory body that supports the

monarch in governance, state appointments, and

constitutional matters—inspected the site in China on

September 20 and shared updates on Facebook on

October 3.

The two frigates, provided as military aid by China at

Cambodia’s request, mark a significant upgrade for a

navy previously limited to small vessels. The Ministry of

National Defence confirmed the ships are Type 056C,

featuring advanced armaments, torpedo launchers, air

defense systems, and a helicopter deck compatible

with Cambodia’s Z-9 helicopters. [Cambodianess]

The deliveries occur alongside the expansion of

Cambodia’s Ream Naval Base, completed in April with

Chinese assistance (see AiR No. 14, April/2025, 2). The

base now accommodates large warships and includes

training and logistics facilities—a development that has

raised concerns among the United States and other

nations over potential Chinese military influence. [Asia

Maritime Transparency Initiative]

Cambodia, South Korea renew MoU to

strengthen securities sector

(gm) Cambodia’s Securities and Exchange Regulator

(SERC) and the Korean Securities Finance Corporation

(KSFC) have renewed their 2018 memorandum of

understanding (MoU) to deepen cooperation in

securities market development and establish a

Securities Finance Corporation in Cambodia. The

signing took place during a Cambodian delegation’s

visit to Seoul for KSFC’s 70th anniversary conference.
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Signed in Seoul on September 30 by SERC Director

General Sou Socheat and KSFC CEO Jeong-Kang Kim,

the updated MoU maintains its original scope, covering

market information sharing, regulatory support, and

capacity-building, but now includes expanded

cooperation in securities finance infrastructure.

Socheat called the renewed MoU a strategic bridge

between both institutions, enabling joint training, staff

exchanges, and regulatory innovation to enhance

market confidence and support long-term growth.

The MoU is expected to support Cambodia’s goal of

launching its own securities finance corporation to

improve market liquidity and investor protection.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia, U.S. partner in strategic

initiative to strengthen border security

and prevent WMD proliferation

(dql) Cambodia and the United States have

inaugurated a joint initiative—named Pathway to

Weapons of Mass Destruction Strategic Trade

Management Initiative (PWMD-STMI)—aimed at

enhancing border security, preventing WMD

proliferation, and supporting economic growth. The

memorandum of understanding was signed on

September 30 by Cambodia’s Defence Minister Tea

Seiha, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Bridgette Walker, and EU

delegation head Igor Driesmans.

The initiative will operate through Cambodia’s National

Authority for the Prohibition of Chemical, Nuclear,

Biological, and Radiological Weapons (NPNW) and the

U.S. Export Control and Related Border Security (EXBS)

program. Officials from defence, law enforcement,

customs, and security sectors met on September 29–

30 to discuss capacity-building, strategic trade

management, and cooperation against transnational

threats.

The PWMD-STMI aims to bolster Cambodia’s border

control and strategic trade management, mitigating

risks from illegal transfers of WMD-related materials,

protecting civilians, and supporting sustainable

economic development amid increasingly complex

global trade flows. [Cambodianess]

Norway pledges continued support for

Cambodia’s mine action efforts 
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(dql) Norway will provide USD 1.2 million over three

years (2025–2027) to support Cambodia’s mine action

sector, reaffirming its long-standing partnership in

addressing landmines and explosive remnants of war.

The commitment was announced during a meeting in

Phnom Penh between Ly Thuch, Senior Minister and

First Vice President of the Cambodian Mine Action and

Victim Assistance Authority (CMAA), and Norwegian

Ambassador Astrid Emilie Helle. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Australia boost efforts to

reach clean water access by 2030

(gm) Cambodia and Australia have pledged to deepen

cooperation to achieve universal clean water access by

2030, focusing on climate-resilient infrastructure,

investment, and regulatory reform.

During an October 2 meeting, Minister of Industry,

Science, Technology and Innovation Hem Vanndy and

Australian Ambassador Derek Yip reviewed progress

under the Cambodia-Australia Partnership for Resilient

Economic Development (CAPRED), with emphasis on

the updated Provincial Investment Plan (PIP) for the

water supply sector.

CAPRED introduced a geospatial monitoring system to

assess investment needs and climate risks. It warned

that reaching the last unserved households will require

higher costs and that most current water sources may

face shortages by 2040 without long-term planning.

MISTI is assessing private operators nationwide and

has instructed them to submit investment plans. The

ministry expects the updated PIP and CAPRED’s

support to guide financing and expand sustainable

investment in the sector. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Saint Lucia launch diplomatic

relations

(dql) Cambodia and Saint Lucia have officially

established diplomatic ties through a joint

communique signed on September 26, alongside the

80th session of the UN General Assembly in New York.

The agreement was formalized between Cambodian

Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Prak

Sokhonn and Saint Lucia’s Minister of External Affairs

Alva Baptiste.
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The agreement is expected to facilitate collaboration in

tourism, allowing both nations to exchange expertise

and promote visitor growth. It also opens channels for

joint efforts on climate resilience, addressing

Cambodia’s risks from floods and droughts and Saint

Lucia’s exposure to hurricanes.

This move follows Cambodia’s establishment of

diplomatic relations with the Cook Islands in July,

reflecting a broader strategy to deepen ties with small

island nations in the Pacific and Caribbean and

strengthen South-South cooperation. [Cambodianess]

[St. Lucia Times]

China accused of secretly channeling

billions to Iran through oil-for-

infrastructure scheme

(ask) China is allegedly helping Iran evade U.S.

sanctions through a covert payment system that

exchanges oil for infrastructure projects, according to

reports by The Wall Street Journal and regional outlets.

Western officials say the mechanism involves Iranian

crude shipments to China in return for large-scale

construction projects financed by Chinese state-

backed firms. The arrangement reportedly links Zhuhai

Zhenrong, a Chinese state oil trader, with Chuxin, an

unregistered financial intermediary that routes

payments to Chinese contractors working in Iran.

The projects—ranging from airports to refineries—are

insured by Sinosure, China’s state export credit agency,

which has supported over USD 9 trillion in trade and

investment globally. Officials estimate that up to USD

8.4 billion in oil payments flowed through this system

last year, providing Tehran with a crucial economic

lifeline despite U.S. sanctions.

The Chinese foreign ministry said it was unaware of

the scheme and reiterated opposition to “illegal

unilateral sanctions.” Washington, meanwhile, has

warned Beijing over its oil purchases from Iran and

tightened oversight of the “shadow fleet” used to

transport sanctioned crude.

Analysts argue that the system mirrors other Chinese

financing models that consolidate contractors and

lenders under a single insurance-backed structure,

allowing Iran to maintain critical funding channels

while strengthening China’s influence in the region. [Al

Arabiya English] [Iran International]
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The allegations come amid the United Nations’s

reimposition of sweeping economic and military

sanctions on Iran, ten years after lifting them under

the 2015 nuclear agreement, the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action (JCPOA). The move came after the UK,

France, and Germany (the E3) triggered the deal’s

“snapback” mechanism, citing Iran’s “continued nuclear

escalation” and lack of cooperation with the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). [BBC]

The “snapback” mechanism refers to a provision within

the JCPOA that allows for the automatic reimposition

of UN sanctions on Iran if it is found to be in significant

non-compliance with its commitments under the

agreement.

Chinese Premier Li Qiang to visit

Pyongyang for North Korea’s ruling party

anniversary

(dql) Chinese Premier Li Qiang will travel to Pyongyang

on October 9 for a three-day visit to attend events

marking the 80th anniversary of the founding of North

Korea’s Workers’ Party, becoming the most senior

Chinese official to visit the country since 2019. As one

of the seven members of the Communist Party’s

Politburo Standing Committee Li belongs to the apex

of power in China. As premier, he is widely regarded as

the second-most powerful leader after President Xi

Jinping. His participation in the celebrations, which are

expected to include a military parade, highlights the

renewed momentum in China–North Korea relations.

In a statement, Beijing described the two nations as

“friendly neighbors,” reaffirming its long-standing

policy of maintaining and deepening bilateral ties. The

visit, it said, would strengthen strategic

communication, cooperation, and the “traditional

friendship” between the two parties and countries—in

line with the consensus set by their top leaders. [The

State Council, China]

Li’s trip follows a series of high-level exchanges,

including North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s recent

visit to Beijing, where he met with President Xi Jinping

during China’s World War II commemoration events.

North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui’s

subsequent meetings with Li and Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi further reaffirmed Pyongyang’s

support for Beijing’s international leadership role (see

AiR No. 36, September/2025, 2; AiR No. 39,

September/2025, 5).
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The visit also comes as Xi Jinping prepares to attend

the APEC Summit later this month in South Korea,

where he is expected to meet U.S. President Donald

Trump and South Korean President Lee Jae-myung.

Seoul has sought Beijing’s help in reviving dialogue

with Pyongyang, while both sides have moved to

improve bilateral relations after a period of strain. [The

Korea Times]

Analysts see Li’s visit as part of Beijing’s effort to

balance its diplomacy on the Korean Peninsula,

maintaining influence over Pyongyang while engaging

Seoul and Washington. However, observers note that

Xi is unlikely to visit North Korea soon, as doing so

might deepen perceptions of a new Cold War

alignment among China, Russia, and North Korea.

[SCMP] [AP News]

US moves to tighten restrictions on

Chinese telecom equipment

(ask) The United States Federal Communications

Commission (FCC) will vote later this month to impose

tougher restrictions on telecommunications

equipment made by Chinese companies considered

national security risks, marking the latest escalation in

Washington’s campaign against Beijing-linked tech

firms.

FCC Chair Brendan Carr announced that the agency

plans to vote on October 28 to bar authorization of

devices containing components from companies

already listed on the FCC’s “Covered List.” The

proposed rules would also allow the commission to

revoke approval for previously authorized equipment

in specific cases.

The “Covered List” includes major Chinese firms such

as Huawei Technologies, ZTE, Hikvision, China Mobile,

and China Telecom, which have long been accused by

U.S. officials of posing espionage and cybersecurity

threats. The FCC said it would also explore new ways to

strengthen oversight and prevent restricted Chinese

hardware from entering U.S. networks.

In recent months, the FCC has intensified scrutiny,

investigating nine Chinese firms including Hytera

Communications, Dahua Technology, Pacifica

Networks/ComNet, and China Unicom (Americas) for

potential violations.

In May, the agency finalized rules barring Chinese

state-owned laboratories from testing electronic

devices for use in the United States. It also began
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proceedings last month to withdraw recognition from

seven test labs owned or controlled by the Chinese

government, citing security risks. [Reuters]

Ukraine accuses China of providing

satellite intelligence to aid Russian missile

strikes

(dql/ask) A senior Ukrainian intelligence official has

accused China of supplying satellite intelligence to

Russia to improve the accuracy of its missile strikes on

Ukrainian territory, including sites linked to foreign

investments.

According to Oleh Aleksandrov of Ukraine’s Foreign

Intelligence Agency, Beijing and Moscow are engaging

in “high-level cooperation” in satellite reconnaissance

to identify and assess strategic targets in Ukraine.

Aleksandrov added that recent attacks have hit sites

with international ownership, citing a Russian missile

strike in August on a U.S.-owned appliance factory in

western Zakarpattia that injured 15 people.

The allegations add to growing concerns over China’s

role in supporting Russia’s war effort. In April,

President Volodymyr Zelensky claimed that China had

supplied weapons and gunpowder to Moscow and was

producing arms on Russian territory. [Ukrinform]

[Reuters]

If verified, such intelligence-sharing would mark a

significant escalation in Beijing’s indirect assistance to

Russia, potentially deepening tensions between China

and Western nations already critical of its stance on

the war in Ukraine.

China warns UK of retaliation over

possible targeting of its security

apparatus

(dql/ask) China has warned the United Kingdom that

bilateral relations would suffer if London placed parts

of its security and political system under enhanced

scrutiny within the UK’s Foreign Influence Registration

Scheme (FIRS), according to government sources cited

by The Guardian. The warning followed reports that

British ministers were considering extending the

scheme to cover specific Chinese entities, including the

Ministry of State Security, the Chinese Communist

Party (CCP), the United Front Work Department, and

the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).
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Introduced in July, FIRS requires anyone in the UK

acting on behalf of a foreign power to declare their

activities, with stricter rules—known as the enhanced

tier—applied to high-risk states such as Russia and

Iran. The potential inclusion of Chinese state bodies

would mark a significant tightening of the UK’s national

security policy toward Beijing.

The diplomatic tension comes amid growing political

controversy over London’s handling of alleged Chinese

espionage. The collapse of a high-profile spy trial

against two Britons accused of passing information to

Beijing—former parliamentary researcher Christopher

Cash and his associate Christopher Berry—has drawn

criticism and accusations that the government sought

to avoid antagonizing China (see article below). The

case was dropped in September after prosecutors said

the evidential standard was not met.

Despite ongoing espionage concerns, the Starmer

government has pursued a cautious thaw in relations

with Beijing. Senior officials, including National Security

Adviser Jonathan Powell and Business Secretary Peter

Kyle, have recently visited China, and discussions have

taken place about lifting parliamentary restrictions on

the Chinese ambassador in exchange for Beijing easing

its sanctions on British lawmakers. Prime Minister Keir

Starmer is reportedly planning a bilateral visit to China

in early 2026, signaling a continued effort to balance

economic engagement with national security vigilance.

[The Guardian]

UK government denies interference in

dropped espionage case allegedly

involving Chinese Politburo member

(ask) Cai Qi — China’s fifth-ranking Communist Party

official and a close confidant of President Xi Jinping —

is believed to have been the intended recipient of

politically sensitive information allegedly passed by

two British researchers, in a high-profile espionage

case that British prosecutors have now abandoned.

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) announced in

mid-September that it was dropping the charges

against Christopher Berry and Christopher Cash due to

insufficient evidence to substantiate the claims.

The CPS had previously claimed that between 2021

and 2023, a “Chinese intelligence agent” commissioned

over 30 reports from Berry, who allegedly obtained

information from Cash, then working for a

Westminster-based China-skeptic group. Prosecutors

believed these reports reached Cai, who now sits on

the Politburo Standing Committee. Both men denied
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wrongdoing and said none of the information was

classified.

The decision to halt the case sparked anger among

MPs across party lines, with Speaker Lindsay Hoyle

expressing dissatisfaction and some committee chairs

demanding further explanation from prosecutors.

Critics accused the CPS of failing to provide sufficient

transparency in such a serious matter.

Experts on Chinese politics, however, questioned the

original allegations, noting it was “very unlikely” that a

senior official like Cai would personally receive minor

Westminster gossip from junior researchers. Analysts

suggested the case revealed more about the UK’s lack

of understanding of Chinese political structures than

about Beijing’s intelligence methods. The Chinese

embassy dismissed the allegations as “fabricated and

malicious slander.” [The Guardian]

Meanwhile, Downing Street has rejected claims that

the government played any role in the collapse of a

high-profile espionage case involving two British men

accused of spying for China, amid mounting political

scrutiny over the decision to drop the charges.

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) announced in

September that it would not proceed with the

prosecution of Christopher Cash and Christopher

Berry, who were charged under the Official Secrets Act

in April 2024. Both men had been accused of sharing

information “prejudicial to the safety and interests of

the state” between December 2021 and February 2023.

Responding to reports that senior Whitehall officials

had met to discuss the trial before the charges were

dropped, the government dismissed allegations that it

had interfered, stating that suggestions it had withheld

evidence, withdrawn witnesses, or restricted testimony

were “completely untrue.”

The prime minister’s office reiterated that the CPS

decision was made “entirely independently of

government” and that “no minister or member of the

government” was involved in the decision-making

process. He added that while the government was

“disappointed” the case did not proceed, it had “no

role” in influencing the outcome. [BBC] [Politico]

Zambian farmers sue Chinese state-

owned mining subsidiaries

(dql) An USD 80 billion legal action by 176 Zambian

farmers against two Chinese state-owned mining
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subsidiaries—Sino-Metals Leach Zambia and NFC

Africa Mining—has created a diplomatic dilemma for

Zambia, exposing the tension between safeguarding

local communities and preserving its strategic

partnership with Beijing.

The lawsuit concerns a tailings dam collapse in

February near Kitwe, which released acidic waste into

rivers and farmland, reportedly contaminating crops

and livestock, harming residents’ health, and infringing

on constitutional rights. The farmers are seeking USD

80 billion in compensation, including monthly

relocation allowances.

Analysts describe the lawsuit as largely symbolic but

significant, highlighting frustration over environmental

damage and the opacity of agreements between

African governments and Chinese firms. Observers

warn that the Zambian government risks political

backlash ahead of national elections if perceived as

favoring Chinese companies. [SCMP]

Argentina tightens sorghum export

standards to deepen trade with China

(dql) Argentina has introduced stricter export

standards for sorghum to meet China’s import

requirements, a move that underscores Buenos Aires’

deepening agricultural ties with Beijing and could

strain relations with Washington. The new regulations,

issued by the Agriculture Secretariat, establish tighter

grading based on test weight and impurities, aligning

domestic standards with those of key trading partners.

The resolution explicitly links the changes to China’s

quality demands, as the country now absorbs nearly all

of Argentina’s sorghum exports—1.22 million tonnes

out of 1.23 million shipped between January and

August. [SCMP]

The decision, however, comes amid renewed tensions

with the United States. Once China’s dominant

sorghum supplier, the U.S. lost its market position

after Beijing imposed retaliatory tariffs during Donald

Trump’s presidency. Washington’s frustration

resurfaced recently when Treasury Secretary Scott

Bessent was seen at the UN reading a message

allegedly criticizing Argentina for removing grain

export taxes shortly after receiving a USD 20 billion

U.S. bailout. The move, reportedly lamented by U.S.

farm interests, was seen as giving China a pricing

advantage at the expense of American producers.

[Progressive Farmer]
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Although the U.S. aid package was expected to reduce

Argentina’s financial dependence on China, President

Javier Milei’s government instead suspended export

levies on soy, corn, and wheat, leading to USD 7 billion

in new export declarations—mostly to China. At the

same time, China has secured major soybean

purchases from Brazil and Argentina, narrowing the

market window for U.S. suppliers.

The American Soybean Association has urged the

Trump administration to reach an immediate trade

agreement with China, warning that U.S. soybean

farmers are suffering heavy losses due to ongoing

tariffs. China, the world’s largest soybean importer and

traditionally the top market for U.S. exports, has

imposed a 20 percent retaliatory tariff on American

soybeans, leading to zero U.S. sales to China since the

new crop marketing year began on September 1. In a

normal year, China purchases up to half of all U.S.

soybean exports. [KPTV]

Argentina’s policy shift reflects a broader reorientation

of South America’s agricultural exports toward China,

accelerating Beijing’s integration into the region’s food

and commodity networks. This development not only

reinforces China’s position in global grain trade but

also intensifies U.S.–China competition for influence in

Latin America—blurring the line between agricultural

policy and geopolitical alignment.

Australia and Papua New Guinea sign

military pact to counter China’s influence

in Pacific

(dql) In a move widely interpreted as a measure to

counter China’s growing influence in the South Pacific,

Australia and Papua New Guinea (PNG) have signed a

comprehensive security agreement granting Australia

access to PNG’s military facilities and troops, while

committing both nations to aid each other in the event

of an attack.

Known as the Pukpuk Treaty, the deal underlines a

decades-long partnership. The treaty allows up to

10,000 PNG citizens to serve in Australia’s armed

forces, with the option of Australian citizenship. It also

enhances cooperation in cyberspace, electromagnetic

warfare, and includes annual joint military exercises to

demonstrate interoperability and readiness. In

addition, the deal also prevents China from gaining the

same level of access to PNG infrastructure that it has

established in other Pacific Island nations
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PNG Prime Minister James Marape emphasized that

the deal is PNG’s choice of security partner and does

not compromise relations with China.

China’s embassy in Port Moresby has expressed

concern, warning that the treaty “should not be

exclusive in nature” or restrict PNG from cooperating

with other partners.

The agreement comes amid deepening economic ties

between PNG and China, with trade reaching USD 4.3

billion this year and Chinese investment in PNG’s

mines, fisheries, and exports of gas, timber, nickel, and

fish.

Analysts highlight the treaty’s geostrategic significance:

it strengthens Australia’s network of Pacific security

partnerships, complements similar deals with the

Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu, and signals to

the United States that Australia and PNG can maintain

regional stability independently. [BBC] [SCMP] [The

Japan Times] [AP News]

China and India to resume direct flights

after five-year suspension as relations

cautiously stabilize

(lm) India and China will resume direct commercial

flights later this month for the first time since 2020,

signaling a cautious normalization of ties after years of

military and diplomatic friction. The first route,

operated by IndiGo Airlines, will link Kolkata and

Guangzhou beginning October 26, restoring passenger

traffic and limited business travel between the two

major Asian economies.

Direct flights were suspended following the June 2020

Galwan Valley clash, in which 20 Indian and 4 Chinese

soldiers were killed—the deadliest encounter along

their disputed Himalayan frontier in over four decades.

The confrontation froze bilateral exchanges, curtailed

tourism, and disrupted logistics between the two

countries.

The reopening comes as both sides pursue a

measured recalibration of relations. Recent months

have seen phased troop disengagements at contested

border points, renewed border trade and consular

dialogues, and China’s decision to permit Indian

pilgrims to travel to Tibetan religious sites. The move

also coincides with India’s strained trade relations with

the United States following steep U.S. tariffs, providing

both Delhi and Beijing with an incentive to stabilize

economic channels.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s August visit to China

for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

summit—his first in seven years—underscored the

shift toward limited re-engagement. He met with

President Xi Jinping to discuss trade, connectivity, and

regional security, with both leaders framing the

resumption of air links as a pragmatic step toward

restoring functional cooperation rather than a political

reconciliation. [Daily Mirror]

India and Maldives hold defense talks

amid continuing military cooperation in

the Indian Ocean

(lm) The Maldives and India held their sixth annual

defense cooperation dialogue in Malé on October 6,

attended by Indian Defense Secretary Rajesh Kumar

Singh and Maldivian Defense Minister Mohamed

Ghassan Maumoon. The meeting reviewed ongoing

military cooperation, including maritime surveillance,

training, and logistics support.

The talks come as India maintains a limited defense

presence in the Maldives, assisting with coastal radar

systems, helicopter operations, and patrol aircraft.

While Malé’s new administration has signaled a more

balanced approach between regional powers, both

sides reaffirmed defense coordination as a key part of

their security relationship in the Indian Ocean. The

dialogue also addressed future joint training programs

and maritime domain awareness initiatives. [The Sun]

Pakistan warns India after army chief’s

threats amid post-war tensions

(lm) Pakistan has warned that any renewed Indian

aggression will be met with a swift and destructive

response, after India’s army chief said Islamabad risks

being “wiped off the map” if it continues to “support

terrorism.” The statement comes amid escalating

rhetoric following the brief but intense four-day

conflict in May 2025—the worst confrontation between

the nuclear-armed neighbors in decades. [Arab News]

India’s army chief, during a troop address near the

border, declared that New Delhi would no longer

exercise restraint in future clashes and claimed that

India struck nine targets inside Pakistan during the

May fighting, killing more than 100 Pakistani soldiers

and militants. Pakistan rejected the statement, calling

it provocative and false, and asserted that it downed
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six Indian aircraft, including a French-made Rafale.

India has acknowledged some losses but claims to

have destroyed five Pakistani fighter jets of the F-16

and JF-17 class. [Reuters]

The May war erupted after a deadly attack on Hindu

pilgrims in Indian-administered Kashmir, which New

Delhi blamed on Pakistan-based militants. Islamabad

denied involvement and demanded an international

investigation. The exchange of missiles, drones, and

artillery strikes ended with a U.S.-brokered ceasefire,

but relations have since deteriorated sharply. India

suspended several bilateral mechanisms, including

aspects of the Indus Waters Agreement, while Pakistan

accused New Delhi of using the conflict to distract from

domestic political pressures.

Pakistan’s military warned that India appeared to be

inventing pretexts for a new confrontation and vowed

to strike “the farthest reaches” of Indian territory if war

breaks out again. Officials said any attempt to erase

Pakistan from the map “will be mutual” and that future

responses would be “swift, decisive, and destructive.”

[Arab News]

Both countries have fought three wars and numerous

border skirmishes since independence in 1947, mostly

over the disputed region of Kashmir. The renewed

exchange of threats has revived fears that the fragile

ceasefire could collapse, destabilizing the wider South

Asian security balance.

UK Prime Minister Starmer to visit India

following landmark trade deal

(lm) British Prime Minister Keir Starmer will make his

first official visit to India on October 8–9, marking a key

step in strengthening post-Brexit trade and political

ties between the two countries.

The visit follows the signing of a comprehensive free

trade agreement (FTA) in July during Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s trip to the United Kingdom.

The deal — concluded after three years of intermittent

negotiations — reduces tariffs on goods including

textiles, whisky, and automobiles, while expanding

market access for both British and Indian companies.

The agreement was finalized amid global tariff

instability triggered by U.S. President Donald Trump’s

trade policies, which have pushed both London and

New Delhi to diversify trade partnerships.
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Starmer’s upcoming trip is expected to consolidate the

newly inked FTA and outline next steps for bilateral

cooperation in technology, defense, renewable energy,

and education, reflecting growing strategic alignment

between India and the United Kingdom. [Reuters]

Afghan Taliban foreign minister granted

UN travel exemption to visit New Delhi

(lm) India is expected to receive its first official visit

from a senior member of the Taliban administration

since the group returned to power in Afghanistan in

2021. The United Nations Security Council Committee

has temporarily lifted the travel ban on Taliban Acting

Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, allowing him to

visit India between October 9 and 16.

If confirmed, the visit would mark a significant shift in

India’s engagement with Afghanistan’s Taliban-led

government. Discussions are expected to focus on

trade, consular services, health cooperation, and port

access, according to Afghan officials. Muttaqi is also

scheduled to visit Moscow before New Delhi for talks

with representatives from Russia, China, Iran, Pakistan,

India, and Central Asian countries on Afghanistan’s

regional situation.

India, which closed its Kabul embassy in 2021 but

reopened a technical mission the following year to

coordinate humanitarian aid, has maintained limited

contact with the Taliban government. Analysts say the

visit signals Kabul’s growing push for regional

recognition and the normalization of diplomatic and

economic ties.

Muttaqi remains under UN sanctions that include an

asset freeze and travel restrictions, but such

exemptions are occasionally granted for diplomatic

purposes. So far, only Russia has officially recognized

the Taliban government. [Reuters]

China seeks long-term guarantees on

Indonesian palm oil supply

(ms) China has asked Indonesia to guarantee steady

shipments of crude palm oil (CPO) and other agro-

commodities as demand climbs, Deputy Agriculture

Minister Sudaryono said, following a visit by China’s

deputy minister of agriculture Maierdan Mugaiti.

Jakarta recorded a USD 1.77 billion agricultural trade

surplus with China in 2024, led by USD 2.72 billion of
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palm oil exports, with edible bird’s nests (USD 428

million), rubber (USD 363 million), coconut (USD 270

million) and cacao (USD 218 million) also significant.

Indonesia plans to lift productivity to satisfy both

export demand and its biodiesel mandate, now at B40

and targeted to rise toward B50 next year.

Beijing’s request lands as Indonesia secures improved

market access to Europe under the newly concluded

EU–Indonesia Comprehensive Economic Partnership

Agreement (CEPA). The deal includes an export duty-

free quota for crude palm and palm kernel oil, with any

volumes above the quota facing only a small residual

tariff—creating a preferential channel for “sustainably

produced” palm products and a price edge versus

competitors. EU officials also say CEPA removes or

reduces duties on most Indonesian exports and sets

up a dedicated palm-oil dialogue to manage

sustainability rules. Separately, the EU’s proposed

delay to its anti-deforestation regulation reduces

immediate compliance pressure and could lift

Indonesian palm flows to Europe in 2026.

For Jakarta, dual demand drivers—China’s long-term

offtake and CEPA’s quota window—support plans to

expand output while pushing more value-added

refining at home. The policy balance will hinge on

yields, smallholder support, and biofuel needs:

domestic consumption is forecast to remain near

record highs as blending rates rise, tightening

exportable surplus unless productivity gains outpace

biodiesel uptake. [Jakarta Global] [Reuters]

Indonesia aims to sign US tariff accord by

end-October, but shutdown stalls talks

(ms) Indonesia and the United States are racing to

finalize an Agreement on Reciprocal Trade (ART) by late

October, with Coordinating Economic Minister

Airlangga Hartarto saying negotiations are done and

the text is in “legal drafting.” The handshake deal

announced in July set a 19 percent reciprocal tariff on

most Indonesian exports—down from an earlier 32

percent threat—in exchange for Indonesian

concessions. Officials say the current talks are not

about lowering the 19 percent rate but about the fine

print: sectoral carve-outs, non-tariff measures, and

implementation mechanics.

Airlangga said it is “almost certain” that palm oil,

natural rubber, and cacao will face zero import duty

under the ART, reflecting Washington’s stance to

exempt items the United States does not grow

domestically. Jakarta is also pressing for a broader
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exempt list, while committing to pare back selected

non-tariff barriers and streamline import rules.

Indonesia has scheduled at least six virtual sessions

with the U.S. Trade Representative and planned a late-

month signing in Washington, but the U.S. government

shutdown has paused intersession meetings and could

compress timelines.

Indonesia was among the first in Southeast Asia to

secure a framework with Washington, only to see

peers later offered the same 19 percent rate with

fewer visible concessions—fueling pressure at home to

lock in product-level advantages via the annexes now

being drafted.

Entry-into-force remains the key uncertainty.

Economists note Washington cannot apply the

reciprocal tariff until the ART is signed and ratified;

Jakarta must also complete its own ratification—either

by presidential regulation (three to six months) or by

law through the DPR (six to 12 months). Analysts

interviewed by local media estimate enforcement

could begin in early to mid-2026 if signatures occur this

month, with a three-to-six-month transition to avoid

customs disruption. Some advocate a “staged entry-

into-force,” activating only the product chapters with

ready technical rules while the rest follow as

regulations, IT systems, and customs procedures come

online. [The Jakarta Post]

Japanese, Taiwanese Coast Guards

conduct joint maritime drill

(dql) For the second consecutive year, Japan and

Taiwan’s coast guards carried out a joint maritime

exercise, held in June near Japan’s Sakishima Islands.

Taiwan deployed one of its largest patrol vessels, the

Yunlin, while Japan contributed the Mizuho, a

helicopter-carrying patrol ship. The drill is part of

ongoing “practical cooperation” under existing

memoranda of understanding on search and rescue

and anti-smuggling operations.

Officials from both coast guards have also been

strengthening ties through regular visits, signaling

intentions to institutionalize such cooperation amid

rising Chinese pressure on Taiwan with increased naval

activity around the East China Sea, including near the

Japan-administered, China-claimed Senkaku Islands,

approximately 170 kilometers from Taiwan.

Despite the lack of formal diplomatic relations, Taiwan

and Japan continue to expand practical collaboration,
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supported by robust business connections and

growing people-to-people exchanges. [The Mainichi]

Japan to roll out USD 550 billion U.S.

investment package without hitting

currency markets

(dql) Japan’s top trade negotiator Ryozai Akazawa has

announced that Japan will implement a USD 550 billion

investment program in the United States under the

terms of the recent Tokyo-U.S. tariff agreement,

assuring that the initiative will not disturb foreign

exchange markets. Speaking at the Foreign

Correspondents’ Club of Japan on October 1, Akazawa

emphasized that the investment scale falls well within

a range that avoids significant currency fluctuations.

The package, finalized last month through a

memorandum of understanding, spans multiple

sectors, including semiconductors, metals,

pharmaceuticals, energy, and shipbuilding, with

investments scheduled through January 2029. Japan

plans to leverage a combination of equity, loans, and

loan guarantees provided by state-backed institutions,

notably the Japan Bank for International Cooperation

(JBIC) and Nippon Export and Investment Insurance

(NEXI). [Reuters]

The announcement comes as South Korea navigates

similar negotiations with the United States, where

concerns about currency market impacts remain a

sensitive issue in structuring comparable investment

commitments (see article in edition).  

Laos and India new MoU funds five “Quick

Impact” community projects

(ms) Laos and India signed a Memorandum of

Understanding in Vientiane to implement five Quick

Impact Projects (QIPs) under the Mekong–Ganga

Cooperation framework, totaling just over USD 247,000

in Indian grant support. The projects include a

multipurpose hall in Dong Yang, Champasak (USD

49,996); a primary school building in Phou San, Xieng

Khuang (USD 48,416); a healthcare facility in Nam Tor,

Oudomxay (USD 49,963); a multipurpose hall in Pong,

Saravan (USD 49,993.85); and a Lao–India Friendship

Exhibition Hall at the Silk Museum in Nongtha Tai,

Vientiane (USD 49,476.15).
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Officials said the small-scale, fast-delivery projects

target rural and underserved communities with

tangible upgrades in education, health, and local

infrastructure. Launched by India in 2012, the QIP

program typically funds up to USD 50,000 per project

and up to USD 1 million annually across Mekong

partners. Laos has so far secured 36 QIPs worth more

than USD 1.76 million, advancing people-centred

development within the broader Laos–India

partnership. [Lao News Agency]

Laos president to attend October 10 party

anniversary in North Korea, in unusual

vist

(ms) Laotian President Thongloun Sisoulith will travel

to Pyongyang for the Workers’ Party of Korea’s 80th

anniversary on October 10, state media said—an

uncommon visit by a foreign head of state that

underscores efforts to deepen DPRK–Laos relations

amid sanctions and isolation. The trip follows leader

Kim Jong Un’s exchanges with Thongloun on bilateral

ties and congratulations over the DPRK’s 77th founding

anniversary.

The visit would be the first by a world leader to a major

DPRK political anniversary in seven years and could

coincide with a military parade, according to South

Korean media. Reuters also reported that Vietnam’s

Communist Party chief To Lam may visit in October,

though neither Hanoi nor Pyongyang has confirmed.

Russia has said Security Council deputy chair Dmitry

Medvedev plans to attend.

Laos and North Korea established ties in 1974 and

have maintained diplomatic engagement despite

periodic strains, including regional concern over the

DPRK’s nuclear tests. During the pandemic, Laos kept

its embassy operating in Pyongyang, and the two

countries have continued high-level exchanges.

Western and UN reporting has at times accused Laos

of hosting North Korean IT or labor activities that risk

evading sanctions; Vientiane has not publicly detailed

those cases. [NK News][Prensa Latina] [Reuters]

Laos–Vietnam push ahead with

cooperation projects, target year-end

milestones

(ms) Vietnams Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Chi Dung

on October 3 chaired a review meeting in Hanoi with
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ministries, localities, and enterprises on Laos–Vietnam

cooperation, concluding that January–August

implementation met targets across diplomacy,

security, training, and trade. Vietnamese investment in

Laos accelerated: registered capital reached USD 322

million in the first eight months—six times the same

period last year—focused on energy, mining, and

transport services. In total, Vietnamese firms have

executed 274 projects in Laos with USD 5.82 billion

registered and about USD 3 billion disbursed, with

authorities citing generally on-schedule delivery for

Vietnam-funded aid projects.

Officials mapped a pipeline and deadlines. Two aid

projects are slated to finish in 2025, four in 2026, and

several new initiatives are moving through approvals.

Dung set December 19 as the target to inaugurate the

Laos–Vietnam Friendship Hospital and the Laos–

Vietnam Friendship Park, and assigned the Ministry of

Finance to brief the Government and the Party Central

Committee’s Office on progress, bottlenecks, and

solutions.

To deepen economic links, Dung tasked the Ministry of

Construction to study a cross-border railway, and the

Ministry of Industry and Trade to work with Laos on an

oil-storage project, consider adjustments to Vietnam’s

power-import framework to encourage private

investment in transmission lines, and review a

Vientiane–Thanh Thuy (Phu Tho) road connection. The

push aligns with Laos’ recent logistics diversification:

on October 4, the Lao Petroleum Authority opened a

new fuel import route via Vietnam’s Nghi Son SEZ port

(Thanh Hoa), moving roughly 2,600 tons (about 3.2

million liters) of Euro-5 diesel into northern provinces

through Houaphanh and Xiangkhouang.

Cooperation is also widening in science, technology,

and digitalization. On October 1, the Vietnam Academy

of Science and Technology and Laos’ Ministry of

Technology and Communications agreed to expand

policy coordination, expert exchanges, and training—

building on joint disaster-data systems and higher-

education partnerships. Officials on both sides said

momentum is shifting from project-by-project fixes

toward longer-horizon connectivity in energy,

transport, and human capital. [The Laotian Times]

[Vietnam+] [Voice of Vietnam]

Laos: Prime Minister seeks US tariff relief

amid push to deepen economic ties

(ms) Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone wrapped up

a September 27–30 visit to Washington, D.C., aiming to
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strengthen trade and investment links and to secure

lower US tariffs on Lao exports. In talks with US Trade

Representative (USTR) Jamieson Greer, Sonexay

pressed for reductions to what Vientiane describes as

a 40 percent “reciprocal” tariff applied to Lao goods,

arguing that the rate is constraining a fragile recovery

and undercutting tourism-led growth. The Lao side

signaled readiness to streamline non-tariff barriers,

promote Lao products more aggressively, and consider

waivers on selected US imports to help unlock

concessions.

The tariff ask sits atop a wider dispute over the

bilateral trade balance. US data for 2024 show a goods

deficit with Laos of more than USD 762 million, while

the Lao Ministry of Industry and Commerce reports a

modest surplus (exports to the United States at USD

283.8 million; imports at USD 241.6 million). Lao

officials say such statistical gaps complicate both tariff

setting and eligibility for flexibilities. For Vientiane,

relief would matter most for labor-intensive exporters

and could help diversify beyond the Mekong region.

For Washington, any change is likely to hinge on

consistency with its broader “reciprocal tariff”

framework and progress on market access, standards,

and enforcement.

Beyond the USTR meeting, Sonexay courted investors

at a US–Lao business roundtable, pitching reforms to

improve the ease of doing business. He also met with

the advisory committee of Legacies of War to discuss

accelerating clearance of unexploded ordnance (UXO)

—a humanitarian priority with direct economic

implications for agriculture, infrastructure, and tourism

in contaminated provinces. [The Laotian Times]

Australia business envoy visits Laos to

deepen trade and investment ties

(ms) Australia’s Business Champion for Laos, Charles

Olsson, visited Vientiane from September 30 to

October 3 to advance projects under the Australia–

Laos Comprehensive Partnership and Australia’s

Southeast Asia Economic Strategy to 2040. In his

second trip this year, Olsson met Lao officials and

business leaders to scope cooperation in clean energy,

sustainable agriculture and food systems, and

responsible mining—sectors Canberra views as pivotal

to Laos’ growth and regional supply chains.

His program included a roundtable on how Australian

livestock-feed companies can support Laos’ expanding

livestock industry, engagements with senior executives

on two-way investment, and an alumni event
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recognizing Lao graduates of Australian universities.

Olsson also participated in the ASEAN Minerals

Investment Forum on October 2–3, focused on

sustainable mining and investment prospects across

Southeast Asia.

The visit follows a March mission to Savannakhet,

including Savan-Xeno SEZ and Costa’s blueberry

operations, and signals sustained Australian interest in

commercial partnerships that align with Laos’ push for

more diverse, higher-value exports. [Lao News Agency]

Malaysia, China in early stage of

cooperation on rare earths refinery 

(tl) Malaysia and China are in preliminary discussions

for a joint venture to build a rare earth processing

refinery in Malaysia, with Khazanah Nasional likely

partnering with a Chinese state-owned firm. The

collaboration would mark a notable policy shift for

China, which has historically restricted its processing

technology exports to maintain dominance in the

industry.

The proposed refinery would process both light and

heavy rare earths, which are essential for industries

ranging from electronics and automobiles to clean

energy and defense equipment. While Malaysia holds

an estimated 16.1 million metric tons of rare earth

deposits which valued MYR 809.6 billion (USD 178

billion), it currently lacks the technology to mine and

process them. China is reportedly willing to share its

technology in exchange for access to Malaysia’s

untapped reserves, potentially limiting competition

from Australian producer Lynas, the world’s largest

producer of rare earths, which currently operates a

processing plant in Pahang. 

Sources highlighted potential challenges, including

concerns over sufficient raw material supply,

environmental impact, and regulatory approvals.

Malaysia has banned mining in sensitive areas such as

permanent forest reserves and water catchments.

Discussions remain at an early stage, with no

agreement finalized, and cooperation is expected to be

limited to state-linked entities to protect trade secrets.

This venture, if realized, would position Malaysia

among the few countries with access to both Chinese

and non-Chinese rare earth processing technology.

[Reuters]

However, Khazanah Nasional Bhd has dismissed

reports that it is negotiating with China on a rare
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earths refinery project. Chief Investment Officer Datuk

Hisham Hamdan clarified that the sovereign wealth

fund, which manages about USD 33 billion in assets, is

not engaged in any such discussions, contrary to

earlier claims.

Meanwhile, the government has reiterated its

commitment to building domestic rare earths supply

chain under the New Industrial Master Plan 2030 and

the National Advanced Materials Technology

Roadmap(2021-2030). [Malay Mail]

Malaysia, Thailand conduct trial run for

cross-border  train

(tl) Malaysia’s Keretapi Tanah Melayu Berhad (KTMB)

and Thailand’s State Railway of Thailand (SRT) have

completed a successful trial of the cross-border

“MySawasdee” tourist train, which is expected to begin

regular service by the end of 2025. The test run, held

from September 21 to 23 along the Padang Besar-

Surat Thani route, focuses on safety and technical

aspects such as platform clearance, coach height,

wheel spacing and braking systems.

SRT governor Veeris Ammarapala said the extended

route to Surat Thani will enhance rail tourism, create

new economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural

and people-to-people connections between the two

countries.

Currently, the MySawasdee service operates on

holidays between Kuala Lumpur and Hatyai. The

upcoming extension aims to further promote tourism

and improve travel connectivity across the Malaysia-

Thailand border. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia, Timor-Leste sign MoU to

develop first National Training Index

(ga) Malaysia’s Human Resource Development

Corporation (HRD Corp) and Timor-Leste’s National

Institute for Workforce Development (INDMO) have

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to

establish Timor-Leste’s first National Training Index

(NTI). The agreement was formalized during the 2nd

Timor-Leste International Skills Week held in Dili from

September 15 to 19.

The NTI, first developed by HRD Corp, serves as a

framework to measure national training activities,

identify skills gaps, and provide policy
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recommendations for workforce readiness and

inclusive economic growth.

Under the MoU, both countries will cooperate on

research, explore a training levy system, and exchange

training programs, educational materials, and

professional expertise through a shared marketplace.

The partnership also supports the ASEAN Year of Skills

(AYOS) 2025 and strengthens regional collaboration on

skills development.

According to HRD Corp, Malaysia’s experience in

advancing Technical and Vocational Education and

Training (TVET) will be shared with Timor-Leste to help

build a competitive, inclusive, and globally connected

workforce. The collaboration also positions Timor-

Leste ahead of its hosting of the 10th WorldSkills Asia

General Assembly in 2026. [Bernama]

Malaysia and Qatar sign defense

cooperation agreement to enhance

security and information sharing

(ga) Malaysia and Qatar have formalized new

agreements to expand defence cooperation, focusing

on strategic industry collaboration, intelligence

sharing, and knowledge exchange on security

challenges in the Indo-Pacific and Middle East regions.

The accords were signed during Malaysian Defence

Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin’s official visit to

Qatar on September 28, where he met with Qatar’s

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for

Defense Affairs Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin

Hassan Al-Thani.

As part of the visit, both sides signed defence

agreements between their respective ministries,

alongside an industrial cooperation deal between

Malaysia’s Ingress Corporation Berhad and Qatar’s

Barzan Holdings. The agreement covers technology

development, information sharing, and the

strengthening of domestic defence industry

capabilities. [Bernama] [The Peninsula Qatar]

Mongolia, Singapore sign carbon credit

transfer agreement

(fs) Mongolia and Singapore have signed a legally

binding carbon credit transfer agreement that allows
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the city-state to purchase carbon credits from

Mongolia to offset its domestic emissions.

The agreement, established under Article 6 of the Paris

Agreement, provides a framework for generating and

transferring carbon credits from mitigation projects.

Under Article 6, Mongolia must apply “corresponding

adjustments” by increasing its reported emissions by

the volume of credits transferred to avoid double-

counting. Each carbon credit represents a reduction or

removal of one tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent.

According to Singapore’s Ministry of Trade and

Industry, 5 percent of the funds used for authorized

credit purchases will support climate adaptation

measures in Mongolia, while 2 percent of the

authorized credits will be cancelled to contribute to

global emission reductions. [The Business Times]

Mongolia, South Korea sign agreement to

strengthen capital market cooperation

(fs) Chairman of Mongolia’s Financial Regulatory

Commission (FRC) Jambaajamts Tundev and President

of the Korea Securities Finance Corporation (KSFC) Kim

Jung-Gak signed a Memorandum of Understanding on

Cooperation on September 30.

The agreement establishes a framework for

collaboration in securities lending and borrowing,

aiming to diversify Mongolia’s capital market, enhance

trading activity, and improve liquidity. Under the MoU,

the two institutions will exchange information, expand

capital market cooperation, and provide training

opportunities for FRC professionals in South Korea.

KSFC experts will also offer advisory support and

capacity-building programs for market participants,

marking a new phase in bilateral financial cooperation.

[Montsame]

Mongolia, Vietnam to expand cooperation

(fs) Chairman of the Mongolian parliament

Amarbayasgalan Dashzegve received Vietnam’s

Ambassador to Mongolia Nguyen Tuan Thanh on

September 30 to discuss bilateral relations and future

cooperation.

Both sides agreed that significant potential remains in

trade, investment, culture, and tourism, reaffirming

their commitment to supporting broader economic

and transport cooperation. [Montsame 1]
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In a separate meeting on October 1, Deputy Chairman

of the Mongolian parliament Purevdorj Bukhchuluun

held talks with Vice Chairman of the National Assembly

of Vietnam Tran Quang Phuong.

Bukhchuluun emphasized opportunities to expand

trade and investment, particularly in meat exports, and

stressed the importance of correcting the trade

imbalance, as Vietnam’s exports significantly exceed

those of Mongolia. He also noted that the visit will help

reinforce the legal and institutional foundations of

cooperation in the fields of economy, production, and

investment.

Phuong expressed Vietnam’s readiness to conclude a

new investment promotion and protection agreement

with Mongolia. He also proposed strengthening

Vietnam-Mongolia collaboration in defence and

security, covering areas such as military technology,

the defence industry, UN peacekeeping, law

enforcement, and crime prevention, as well as the

signing of a memorandum of understanding to

formalize parliamentary cooperation. [Vietnam News]

Both sides agreed that current trade turnover remains

insufficient, below the USD 200 million target in a year,

and discussed expanding cooperation in defense,

security, education, and tourism. [Montsame 2]

USA highlights risks and opportunities in

Mongolia’s investment climate

(fs) Mongolia’s abundant natural resources continue to

attract international interest, but political and

regulatory uncertainties remain a major concern for

investors, according to the US Department of State’s

2025 Investment Climate Statement.

The report identifies some risks, including vulnerability

to external shocks, weak dispute resolution

mechanisms, and excessive regulation. Investors have

expressed concern over unequal enforcement of laws,

heavy taxation, and lengthy judicial processes, which

may create risks of indirect expropriation. Particular

criticism was directed at the Mongolian General Tax

Authority, described as unwilling or unable to resolve

disputes effectively. [US Department of State]

The report also highlights Mongolia’s 2024 decision to

revive its Sovereign Wealth Fund law and mandate 34

percent state ownership in mining projects classified

as strategic. The measure was described as potentially

making Mongolia an “uninvestable” market, while
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noting the government’s continued dependence on

foreign capital for development goals.

It was also claimed that corruption remains “endemic”

in the country, especially in state-owned enterprises

dominating mining, energy, and finance. While

privatization is frequently discussed, state firms

reportedly retain preferential access to infrastructure

and licensing.

Nonetheless, the report also notes opportunities in

consumer goods, agriculture, and franchising,

suggesting investor confidence could improve if new

2025 legislation is consistently enforced. [Bloomberg

TV]

Mongolia, Turkey expand cooperation in

digital auditing and institutional capacity

building

(fs) Auditor General of Mongolia Magnaisuren Sandag

met with the Coordinator of the Turkish Cooperation

and Coordination Agency (TİKA) Mustafa Bütün in

Ulaanbaatar on October 2 to discuss future

collaboration.

Sandag expressed interest in expanding cooperation

to enhance the institutional capacity of the State Audit

Office, particularly through staff training, the

integration of advanced information technologies, and

the introduction of an AI-based e-audit system.

Bütün reaffirmed TİKA’s commitment to maintaining

cooperation and stated that Mongolia’s new project

proposals would be included in TİKA’s implementation

plan for next year. Since 2004, TİKA has implemented

around 900 projects and programs in Mongolia across

multiple sectors. [Montsame]

The TİKA is Turkey's official government department

for development cooperation, responsible for

implementing Turkey's development assistance

programs in over 150 countries.

Mongolia, Bahrain agree to advance meat

export cooperation

(fs) Mongolia’s Ambassador to Bahrain P. Sergelen met

with Assistant Undersecretary for Livestock Affairs at

Bahrain’s Ministry of Municipalities Affairs and

Agriculture Ibrahim Yousif Ahmed and Director of
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Animal Health and Vice President of the World

Organisation for Animal Health Fajer Sabah Al-Salloum

on September 30.

Sergelen reported that Mongolia had obtained Halal

certification from the GCC Accreditation Center and

registered it in Kuwait and Qatar, enabling the start of

frozen mutton exports. He noted that Mongolia is also

preparing to begin exports of live sheep and goats

after finalizing health certificates.

Ahmed welcomed the proposal, highlighting Bahrain’s

policy to diversify food imports. Al-Salloum stated that

Bahrain’s government will review Mongolia’s

documents for final approval. [Ikon]

Mongolia, Chile hold political consultative

meeting

(fs) The third Political Consultative Meeting between

the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia and Chile

was held on October 3 in Santiago, capital city of Chile.

Discussions centered on expanding collaboration in

mining, agriculture, renewable energy, environmental

protection, and education, as well as enhancing the

legal framework governing bilateral ties.

Both sides also explored opportunities to boost

cooperation with Chile’s export promotion agency

ProChile, strengthen links between their chambers of

commerce, and promote partnership with Chile’s state-

owned mining company Codelco. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Uruguay hold political

consultative meeting

(fs) The Second Political Consultative Meeting between

the foreign ministries of Mongolia and Uruguay was

held on September 30 in Montevideo, capital city of

Uruguay.

The delegations reviewed political, social, and

economic developments in both countries and

assessed recent progress in bilateral relations.

Discussions focused on enhancing cooperation in

certain areas such as agriculture, tourism, education,

and peacekeeping. Both sides highlighted the

importance of supporting business linkages to expand

collaboration in sectors of mutual interest. [Montsame]
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China becomes Myanmar’s top rice

importer

(anl) The Myanmar Rice Federation (MRF) has reported

that China has emerged as the largest importer of

Myanmar’s rice in the first five months of the 2025–26

financial year. Between April 1 and August 31 China

purchased 498,926 tons of rice and broken rice,

accounting for nearly half of Myanmar’s total exports

during the period.

Other major buyers included Indonesia with over

120,000 tons, the Philippines with 106,000 tons,

Belgium (89,000 tons), Spain (35,000 tons), and

Madagascar (20,800 tons). Smaller volumes were

shipped to Poland, Senegal, the UK, Bulgaria, the

Netherlands, and Italy.

In total, Myanmar exported just over one million tons

of rice and broken rice worth USD 355 million during

the five-month period.

The MRF has set an export target of three million tons

for the 2025–26 financial year, aiming to surpass last

year’s performance of 2.48 million tons valued at USD

1.13 billion. To achieve this goal, the Ministry of

Commerce is working with the Union of Myanmar

Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry

and commodity associations to coordinate monthly

export targets and facilitate overseas sales.

Rice remains one of Myanmar’s key foreign exchange

earners amid a worsening economic crisis driven by

political instability, armed conflict, and international

sanctions. [Mizzima]

Civil society groups urge Japan to lead

global efforts to stop planned election in

Myanmar

(anl) More than 170 Myanmar, Japanese, regional, and

international civil society organizations have called on

the Japanese government to take the lead in global

efforts to stop Myanmar’s military regime from holding

elections planned for the end of 2025. The groups also

urged Japan to strengthen its support for Myanmar’s

democracy movement in its pursuit of a genuine

federal democracy.

In their joint statement, the organizations welcomed

the Japanese Foreign Minister’s August 1 remarks on
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Myanmar and praised Japan’s expression of grave

concern over the worsening crisis. They particularly

commended Japan’s acknowledgment that any election

under current conditions, without the release of

political prisoners and amid ongoing violence,

including airstrikes on civilians, which could only

provoke further backlash from the people of Myanmar

and make a peaceful resolution more difficult.

At the same time, the groups urged Tokyo to work

closely with other democratic nations to ensure the

junta’s “sham election” does not take place and to

provide robust support for the Myanmar people’s

struggle to build a genuine federal democracy.

The organizations expressed deep concern that Japan’s

continued engagement with the junta, including

through Official Development Assistance (ODA) and

public funds, could inadvertently support the regime’s

atrocities and its planned election. They urged the

Japanese government to suspend all ongoing yen loan

projects that may benefit the junta.

The groups also urged Japan to immediately end all

engagement and support for the military junta and

instead engage meaningfully with Myanmar’s

democratic stakeholders and legitimate

representatives. [Mizzima] [PV]

Thailand begins allowing Myanmar

 border camp residents to work outside

(su) Displaced people from Myanmar living in nine

refugee camps along the Thai-Myanmar border are

permitted to leave their camps to work for up to one

year, marking the first such policy shift in 41 years. The

camps are located in Tak, Mae Hong Son,

Kanchanaburi, and Ratchaburi provinces.

The Thai Ministry of Labour announced that unskilled

displaced Myanmar residents will be the first group

eligible to work in 17 northern provinces, 18 central

provinces including Bangkok, and eight eastern

provinces. The measure aims to ease Thailand’s labor

shortage following the mass departure of Cambodian

workers in July.

Thai employers have expressed interest in hiring more

than 6,000 workers in sectors such as construction,

farming, livestock, fishing and electrical appliance

sales. Employers can select employees directly from

the camps or submit requirements to provincial

employment offices, while displaced persons may also

seek jobs through official channels. Workers will
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undergo medical checks and receive one-year work

permits.

The president of the Sugarcane Farmers Association in

Sa Kaeo province noted that thousands of additional

workers are needed for the upcoming sugarcane

harvest, as mechanized cutting covers only 60 percent

of the crop. The new labor pool is expected to help

reduce the practice of crop burning, which contributes

to PM 2.5 air pollution. [The Irrawaddy]

Qatari delegation holds energy and

mining talks with Myanmar ministers

(su) A Qatari delegation led by former defense minister

and deputy prime minister Mohammed Al Attiyah met

Myanmar junta ministers in Naypyitaw on October 1 to

discuss cooperation in the energy and extractive

sectors, amid the regime’s efforts to attract foreign

investment into its struggling oil, gas and mining

industries.

The delegation held separate meetings with Foreign

Minister Than Swe and Natural Resources and

Environmental Conservation Minister Khin Maung Yi.

According to regime statements, discussions focused

on investment opportunities for Qatari companies in

energy and mineral extraction, as well as broader

cooperation in the sector.

The talks follow junta chief Min Aung Hlaing’s

participation at the recent Shanghai Cooperation

Organization (SCO) Summit in China, where he

signaled interest in expanding energy cooperation with

SCO members. Qatar, the world’s third-largest holder

of natural gas reserves and a major oil producer, is

also an SCO member.

Myanmar’s energy output has declined sharply in

recent years, and junta officials have sought

investment from regional partners to boost production

and ease pressure from Western sanctions. The regime

has approached Middle Eastern countries including

Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar to expand diplomatic and

economic ties. [The Irrawaddy]

China, North Korea deepen cooperation

following foreign minister’s Beijing trip

(sm) North Korea’s foreign minister, Choe Son-hui, has

underscored the country’s commitment to expanding

cooperation with China during a visit to Beijing last
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week. The discussions with Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi focused on increasing diplomatic coordination

and reaffirming support between the two governments

amid shared opposition to what they described as

“hegemonic practices” by major powers.

The trip followed Kim Jong Un’s attendance at China’s

“Victory Day” military parade in Beijing in alongside

President Xi Jinping in September, a rare appearance

underscoring the renewed closeness between the two

leaders.

Choe’s visit reflects Pyongyang’s continued effort to

reinforce political and economic ties with Beijing as a

key strategic partner while seeking greater stability in

its realm of foreign relations and policy.[BBC] [Korea

JoongAng Daily]

Vietnam’s Party chief to visit North Korea

for first time as General Secretary

(mo) Vietnam’s top leader, General Secretary To Lam of

the Communist Party of Vietnam, will make a state visit

to North Korea from October 9 to 11 at the invitation

of Kim Jong Un. This marks To Lam’s first visit to the

country as General Secretary and the first visit by a

Vietnamese leader to North Korea in nearly two

decades.

During his stay, To will attend celebrations

commemorating the 80th anniversary of the founding

of the Workers’ Party of Korea. The visit comes just two

months after his state visit to South Korea in August

and coincides with the 75th anniversary of diplomatic

ties between Vietnam and North Korea.

Both nations have long maintained a traditional

friendship and cooperative relationship, with North

Korea being one of the first countries to recognize

Vietnam’s independence. [Asia News Network]

U.S. signals openness to North Korea

dialogue without preconditions

(sm/dql) The White House announced on September

30 that President Donald Trump is open to engaging

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un in dialogue without

preconditions, signaling a subtle shift from the recently

expressed stance, which tied discussions explicitly to

North Korea’s complete denuclearization. While

reaffirming the existing U.S. policy goal of

denuclearization, the administration avoided using the
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term, effectively offering a counterproposal that keeps

direct engagement possible even amid ongoing

nuclear tensions.

This change follows recent North Korean rhetoric,

including Kim’s conditional call for dialogue at the

Supreme People’s Assembly and hardline statements

by First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Song at the U.N.

General Assembly. Despite these prior provocations,

North Korea has recently softened its tone toward the

U.S., omitting critical references in official statements

and expressing positive personal views of Trump.

The renewed flexibility opens the door to a potential

surprise U.S.-North Korea summit, possibly at the

upcoming APEC summit in Gyeongju, South Korea, or

at the Panmunjom truce village. While South Korea

maintains a cautious stance, Trump’s history of

unconventional, impulsive diplomacy keeps such

possibilities alive.

Historically, Trump and Kim Jong-un met in Singapore

in 2018 and Hanoi in 2019, and held a surprise

encounter in Panmunjom in June 2019, demonstrating

the unpredictable nature of U.S.-North Korea

engagement and its potential impact on regional

security dynamics. [The Chosun Daily] [The Korea

Times]

Russian government aircraft lands in

Pyongyang ahead of North Korea’

Workers’ Party anniversary celebration

(sm) A Russian government aircraft landed in

Pyongyang on October 3, a week before North Korea’s

potential military parade marking the 80th anniversary

of the founding of the ruling Workers’ Party on October

10. Typically used for senior officials, flight tracking

data had identified the ‘Tu-204-300 (RA-64058)’ jet as

departing Moscow and arriving in Pyongyang the same

day.

A similar aircraft also visited North Korea in June,

drawing attention to the frequency of such exchanges

amid growing cooperation between the two countries.

[NK News]

Malaysia visit by Pakistani leader yields

USD 200 million halal trade quota and

tech cooperation deal
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(lm/tl) Pakistan and Malaysia have launched a USD 200

million halal meat trade quota and agreed to deepen

cooperation in technology, education, and digital

sectors during Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif’s three-day visit to Kuala Lumpur.

Talks between Sharif and Malaysian Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim focused on rebalancing trade relations

that currently favor Malaysia, with annual turnover of

around USD 1.4 billion leaving Pakistan with a deficit of

about USD 445 million. Malaysia remains Pakistan’s

main supplier of palm oil, while Pakistani exports—

mostly rice, textiles, and seafood—have stagnated. The

new halal quota is meant to open Malaysia’s regulated

meat market to Pakistani producers and is expected to

generate up to USD 200 million in export revenue once

certification requirements are met.

The two governments also agreed to expand

collaboration in artificial intelligence, semiconductors,

and digital infrastructure, alongside vocational training

and higher education partnerships. Sharif pushed for

joint ventures pairing Malaysian technical expertise

with Pakistani engineers and IT graduates, signaling

Islamabad’s interest in moving beyond commodity

exports toward services and manufacturing

integration.

Both sides also committed to improving air

connectivity, expanding flight routes, and promoting

tourism and business exchanges. Cooperation in

healthcare, pharmaceuticals, and medical devices was

identified as a new area of partnership. The two

countries also emphasized closer coordination in

cybersecurity, counterterrorism, and combating

transnational crimes, alongside greater knowledge

sharing in disaster response and humanitarian

assistance. [Malay Mail]

They reaffirmed their commitment to modernizing the

Malaysia–Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership

Agreement (MPCEPA), which dates back to 2008, to

include provisions for digital trade and sustainable

industries. Malaysian officials confirmed plans to

increase imports of Pakistani rice and beef, while

Pakistan aims to leverage Malaysia’s halal certification

systems and investment networks to access broader

ASEAN markets. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

First Pakistani rare earth shipment to US

amid reports of proposed American port

project
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(lm) Pakistan has sent its first shipment of rare earth

and critical minerals to the United States under a USD

500 million agreement between Missouri-based US

Strategic Metals (USSM) and Pakistan’s Frontier Works

Organization (FWO). The deal, signed on September 9

in Islamabad, establishes a framework for joint

development of Pakistan’s mineral value chain,

including exploration, concentrate production, and

refinery construction.

According to USSM, the inaugural consignment —

containing antimony, copper concentrate, and rare

earth elements such as neodymium and

praseodymium — marks “a historic milestone” in

bilateral cooperation. The agreement follows months

of engagement between the two sides and comes as

Pakistan seeks to develop its mineral sector and attract

Western investment. [Arab News 1]

Meanwhile, a Financial Times report said advisers to

Pakistan’s army chief, Field Marshal Asim Munir, had

informally approached U.S. officials with a proposal for

a USD 1.2 billion port project at Pasni, a coastal town in

Balochistan about 70 miles from Gwadar, where China

operates a port under the Belt and Road Initiative. The

proposed plan, according to the report, would allow

American investors to develop and run a commercial

terminal linked by rail to Pakistan’s mineral-rich

western regions, without any provision for military use.

The FT said the offer was shared with Munir before his

late-September meeting with U.S. President Donald

Trump, where Pakistan’s leadership also discussed

cooperation in mining, agriculture, and energy.

Pakistani officials described the proposal as part of

broader discussions on expanding trade and

investment ties. [Arab News 2] [Financial Times]

However, state media later quoted a senior security

official denying that any formal offer had been made,

stating that “conversations with private companies

were exploratory, not official initiatives” and that “there

is no plan to hand over Pasni’s security to any foreign

power.” [Arab News 3]

Pakistan-Afghanistan border crossing

reopens as Islamabad hosts Afghan

dialogue without Taliban

(my/lm) Pakistan has reopened the Angoor Adda

border crossing in South Waziristan, restoring a key

trade artery to Afghanistan’s Paktika province after

nearly two years of closure. The post, situated in the

Barmal Valley, had been shut since 2023 due to
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security and administrative concerns. At a reopening

ceremony in Birmal tehsil, officials, tribal elders,

religious leaders, and students welcomed the move as

vital for reviving livelihoods in the borderlands. [Arab

News]

Officials and business leaders welcomed the

development, saying it would ease congestion at the

heavily burdened Torkham crossing and allow bilateral

trade to expand beyond its current USD 800–900

million annually. Analysts estimate volumes could rise

to USD 3–4 billion with improved facilitation. Afghan

exports such as pine nuts, fresh and dry fruit are

expected to flow more easily, while Pakistan will supply

electronics, textiles, medicines, and food products.

[DAWN] [The Express Tribune]

The reopening coincided with a two-day Afghan

dialogue in Islamabad, titled “Towards Unity and

Trust,” that drew attention for excluding

representatives of the Taliban administration.

Organized by Women for Afghanistan and the

Islamabad-based South Asian Strategic Stability

Institute (SASSI), the forum brought together exiled

Afghan lawmakers, academics, civil society activists,

and women’s rights defenders. Pakistani officials said

the aim was not to isolate Kabul but to promote

“people-to-people” engagement alongside official

state-to-state ties.

Afghan participants used the platform to condemn the

Taliban’s sweeping restrictions on women’s education,

employment, and public life—policies described by UN

bodies as “gender apartheid.” Speakers urged Pakistan

to recognize these curbs as a regional threat, while

warning of Taliban-imposed Internet shutdowns that

disproportionately harm women relying on online

work.

The absence of Taliban representatives sparked

scrutiny in Pakistan, particularly given SASSI’s pro-

establishment profile and the use of Afghanistan’s pre-

Taliban national flag at the event. Organizers dismissed

claims of hostility, stressing that Pakistan continues to

host Taliban delegations in other forums, including

trilateral China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

discussions.

The dialogue comes amid heightened tensions over

cross-border militancy, with Islamabad accusing the

Taliban of sheltering Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)

fighters. Earlier this month, Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif bluntly warned Kabul to “choose between

Pakistan and TTP.” Analysts say the conference is

unlikely to derail relations but signals Islamabad’s
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intent to widen engagement beyond the Taliban

regime. [Arab News]

Pakistan-Saudi Arabia strategic

partnership expands across defense,

economy, digital innovation, and labor

cooperation

(lm) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are accelerating efforts

to consolidate a multi-dimensional strategic

partnership encompassing defense, economy,

technology, labor mobility, and regional diplomacy.

The deepening engagement follows the September

2025 defense pact, which laid the groundwork for

closer institutional coordination and long-term

economic integration between the two countries.

In Islamabad, the government has established a high-

level committee co-chaired by Minister Musadik Malik

and Lt. Gen. Sarfraz Ahmad of the Special Investment

Facilitation Council (SIFC) to coordinate upcoming

economic negotiations with Riyadh. The body will

oversee preparations for a broad investment

framework expected later this month. Saudi Arabia has

pledged USD 5 billion in new investments, building on

USD 2.8 billion in memoranda of understanding signed

in 2024. The planned economic cooperation pact aims

to stabilize Pakistan’s balance of payments, attract Gulf

capital, and strengthen trade and energy linkages with

the Kingdom—already one of Pakistan’s largest export

markets and sources of remittances. [Arab News 1]

The economic track coincides with Pakistan’s plan to

double its annual labor exports to Saudi Arabia, from

roughly 500,000 to one million workers per year.

Between 2020 and 2024, Pakistan sent 1.88 million

workers to Saudi Arabia—a 21 percent increase from

the previous five-year period—while remittances rose

from USD 7.39 billion to USD 8.59 billion. The initiative

is being implemented through coordination between

the Bureau of Emigration and Overseas Employment

(BEOE) and the SIFC, supported by technical training

programs, skills certification via the National

Vocational and Technical Training Commission

(NAVTTC), and proposed e-visa facilitation for workers.

The expansion responds to Saudi Arabia’s growing

demand for skilled labor under Vision 2030 and ahead

of its hosting of the 2034 FIFA World Cup. [Arab News

2]

Parallel to economic and labor cooperation, technology

and digital innovation have become emerging pillars of

the bilateral agenda. Pakistan’s IT Minister Shaza
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Fatima Khawaja met senior Saudi officials in Riyadh to

advance partnerships with the Saudi Telecom

Company (STC) and the Saudi Data and Artificial

Intelligence Authority (DAIA). Discussions covered

cloud infrastructure, cybersecurity, fintech, and

artificial intelligence, aligning Saudi Vision 2030 with

Pakistan’s National AI Policy 2025, which seeks to train

one million AI professionals and promote 50,000 AI-

driven projects within five years. [Arab News 3] [Arab

News 4]

Diplomatically, the two countries have intensified

coordination on Middle East peace efforts. In early

October, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Ishaq Dar and Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin

Farhan discussed the evolving situation in Gaza

following Hamas’s partial acceptance of U.S. President

Trump’s 20-point peace proposal. Both reaffirmed

their support for a two-state solution, called for an

immediate and durable ceasefire, and pledged to work

jointly with Arab and Islamic partners to secure lasting

peace and humanitarian access. [Arab News 5]

At the parliamentary level, a Saudi Shoura Council

delegation—the Kingdom’s consultative legislative

body that advises the King on national policies—led by

Speaker Abdullah bin Mohammed Al-Sheikh visited

Islamabad to meet National Assembly Speaker Sardar

Ayaz Sadiq and senior officials. [Arab News 6]

UAE expands role in Pakistan’s major

railway upgrade as part of regional

connectivity drive

(my) Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have

agreed to deepen cooperation on the Main Line-1 (ML-

1) railway modernization project, Pakistan’s largest

transport infrastructure upgrade. The 1,872-kilometer

Karachi–Peshawar corridor will be dual-tracked and

fully modernized, with upgrades to bridges, signaling

systems, and stations, as well as increased speed

capacity.

Pakistani officials said ML-1—alongside the Quetta–

Kotri Main Line-3 (ML-3)—is central to improving

regional connectivity, boosting freight capacity, and

reducing travel times across Pakistan’s north-south

transport axis. The project is also seen as a

cornerstone for linking South Asia more directly with

Central Asia and the Middle East, complementing

Pakistan’s participation in broader regional trade and

transit initiatives.
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The cooperation was reaffirmed during recent talks in

Abu Dhabi, where Minister of State for Finance and

Railways Bilal Azhar Kiyani met UAE officials and

industry representatives. Discussions also covered

expanded collaboration in investment, governance,

and energy, following Kiyani’s meeting with UAE

President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

[Arab News] [24 Digital]

Pakistan and Ethiopia strengthen

agricultural cooperation for food security

(my) Pakistan and Ethiopia have agreed to form a Joint

Working Group on Agriculture and Livestock to

coordinate cooperation in research, veterinary

services, irrigation, and technology transfer. The group

will focus on improving productivity and resilience

across both countries’ agricultural sectors through

technical exchanges and applied research.

Islamabad has also expressed interest in importing

Ethiopian cotton to diversify supply sources and

reduce dependence on traditional markets, with a view

to strengthening Pakistan’s textile production chain.

Both sides are working to align sanitary and

phytosanitary standards to facilitate cross-border

trade in agricultural goods. [Radio Pakistan]

[Associated Press of Pakistan]

Pakistan and Tajikistan push energy and

trade cooperation amid revival of cross-

regional transmission project

(my) Pakistan and Tajikistan have agreed to accelerate

work on the CASA-1000 electricity transmission project,

a USD 1.2 billion cross-regional initiative designed to

export surplus hydropower from Central Asia to South

Asia. The project, delayed by instability in Afghanistan,

has been reaffirmed as a strategic priority during the

6th round of Bilateral Political Consultations held in

Dushanbe.

Talks also focused on expanding trade and investment

in textiles, agriculture, logistics, and pharmaceuticals,

with both sides emphasizing the need to leverage

regional transport corridors to boost connectivity

between Central and South Asia.

On security, Islamabad and Dushanbe discussed

counter-terrorism cooperation and defense training

exchanges, reflecting growing alignment on border
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and transnational security issues. Officials said the

renewed momentum aims to anchor Pakistan’s

economic and energy integration with Central Asia.

[Pakistan Today] [Arab News]

Philippine senator warns of “Chinese

sleeper cells” in the country

(ghd/ms) Senator Risa Hontiveros raised security

concerns after presenting documents showing that

Johnson Cai Chen—the son of businessman Joseph Sy

—allegedly holds both Chinese and Philippine

passports and has two birth certificates with conflicting

parental details. Because China does not recognize

dual citizenship, Hontiveros argued the records

suggest identity fraud. She linked Sy and associates to

“malign influence and foreign interference” (MIFI)

networks and to the Hongman Association, which she

described as a transnational criminal syndicate with

Chinese Communist Party ties. Sy was arrested in

August for allegedly misrepresenting Filipino

citizenship; authorities say his fingerprints match those

of a Chinese national, Chen Zhong Zhen. [Manila

Bulletin]

Background: Hontiveros, who leads Senate inquiries

into MIFI, POGOs, and human-trafficking rings, has

previously flagged identity-laundering schemes that

place foreign nationals into Philippine registries—most

prominently the case of ex-Bamban mayor Alice Guo,

whose birth certificate was voided amid allegations she

is a Chinese citizen operating under a false Filipino

identity. The senator’s camp says similar methods (late

registrations, inconsistent civil records, and use of local

incorporators) are being used to obtain passports,

land, and business permits in sensitive areas.

Investigators are examining possible violations that

can include falsification of public documents (Revised

Penal Code), illegal acquisition or use of a Philippine

passport (Philippine Passport Act), and immigration

and anti-trafficking statutes. Depending on evidence,

cases could also touch the Anti-Dummy Law (if foreign

control of restricted industries is involved) and anti-

money-laundering rules if shell companies or illicit

proceeds are traced. [Manila Bulletin]

New Zealand grants USD 3 million to

Philippines for extremism prevention
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(ghd) New Zealand has pledged over USD 3 million to a

fund dedicated to preventing violent extremism in the

Philippines. The grant will support a five-year program

run by the Global Community Engagement and

Resilience Fund (GCERF). GCERF’s community-based

rehabilitation programs are geared towards individuals

leaving extremist groups as well as for victims of these

groups. Their initiatives include mental health support,

the creation of economic opportunities, and providing

access to transitional justice mechanisms. [Manila

Bulletin]

Bail denied for Indonesian graft suspect

under Singapore-Indonesia extradition

treaty

(nl) Singapore’s High Court has dismissed an appeal by

Indonesian fugitive Paulus Tannos to be released on

bail. Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon upheld earlier

rulings that Tannos, who cited ischemic heart disease

and diabetes, did not meet the “sick or infirm”

exception under the Extradition Act. The court found

that his conditions were stable and could be

adequately managed by the Singapore Prison Service.

Tannos, a 71-year-old permanent resident, has been

remanded since January after his arrest by the Corrupt

Practices Investigation Bureau. He is wanted in

Indonesia over alleged corruption linked to the

government’s electronic ID card project, which

reportedly caused state losses of about 2.3 trillion

rupiah (USD 140 million). His case marks the first

extradition request under the Singapore-Indonesia

treaty that took effect in 2024.

The court also highlighted Tannos’ multiple foreign

passports and inconsistent explanations of their origin,

which reinforced concerns over flight risk. Chief Justice

Menon stressed that bail exceptions must remain

narrow to protect public interest and Singapore’s

treaty obligations. Tannos’ extradition hearing at the

State Courts began in June and remains ongoing.

[Channel NewsAsia]

Alleged Cambodia-based scam syndicate

leader still at large as Singapore pursues

associates

(nl) Fifteen people allegedly linked to a Cambodia-

based scam syndicate targeting Singaporeans have

been charged under the Organized Crime Act. Among
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them are three Singaporeans – the alleged leader’s

girlfriend, brother, and another senior member – who

were denied bail on October 2 due to risks of collusion.

Authorities believe the syndicate was involved in at

least 330 reported cases, causing losses of more than

SGD 40 million. The leader himself remains at large.

The syndicate is accused of running government

official impersonation scams. Victims were tricked into

believing their bank accounts were implicated in

criminal investigations and were persuaded to transfer

funds for supposed “verification,” which were then

diverted into accounts controlled by the group. Since

December 2024, such scams have been a recurring

concern in Singapore.

A joint operation on September 9 between Singapore’s

police and the Cambodian National Police disrupted

the syndicate’s activities. Raids in both countries led to

the arrest of suspects, the seizure of electronic

equipment, and the confiscation of SGD 2.5 million

(USD 1.9 million) in cash and cryptocurrency. The cases

involving the accused are scheduled to be mentioned

in court again on October 23. [The Straits Times]

India and Singapore explore new areas to

expand trade and industrial cooperation

(nl) India’s Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush

Goyal concluded a three-day official visit to Singapore

aimed at strengthening bilateral trade and investment

links. During the visit, he met business leaders and

government counterparts to identify emerging areas

for collaboration across manufacturing, services and

technology-driven industries.

In talks with Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister and

Trade Minister Gan Kim Yong, both sides reviewed

existing frameworks under the Comprehensive

Economic Cooperation Agreement and discussed

opportunities to deepen industrial ties and market

access. The meeting also touched on regional trade

initiatives and the role of both economies in enhancing

supply chain resilience within Asia.

Mr Goyal also visited SIA Engineering Company, where

discussions focused on cooperation in India’s

expanding maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO)

sector. Plans to accelerate the India–Singapore Skilling

Centre for MRO professionals, in partnership with

Indian universities, were highlighted as part of broader

efforts to build capacity and attract investment in

aviation services. [Hindustan Times] [Economic Times]
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Bilateral trade and investment in focus at

U.K.-Singapore steering committee

meeting

(nl) At the 8th U.K.-Singapore Economic and Business

Partnership (EBP) Steering Committee, held in

Singapore on September 25, senior officials from both

governments reaffirmed their commitment to

strengthening bilateral trade and investment ties. The

meeting, co-chaired by Gareth Davies, United

Kingdom’s Permanent Secretary of the Department for

Business and Trade, and Dr Beh Swan Gin, Permanent

Secretary of Singapore’s Ministry of Trade and

Industry, underscored Singapore’s role as a significant

investor in the U.K. and one of its top 20 trading

partners, with trade reaching £23.4 billion in the past

year.

The two sides discussed ways to reinforce economic

resilience amid global uncertainty, stressing the

importance of a rules-based international system and

continued support for institutions such as the World

Trade Organization. They also noted the value of

plurilateral frameworks, including the Comprehensive

and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific

Partnership (CPTPP), as mechanisms to sustain open

trade.

Looking ahead, both governments highlighted

cooperation opportunities in areas such as industrial

strategy, digital trade, and the green economy. A

business forum held alongside the committee meeting

brought together U.K. and Singaporean companies,

where participants explored prospects linked to the

U.K.’s new Industrial Strategy and Singapore’s National

AI Strategy. [GOV.UK]

EU and Singapore review trade, climate

and digital cooperation at 11th Senior

Official’s meeting

(nl) The European Union and Singapore reviewed

progress across trade, digital, and climate cooperation

during their 11th Senior Officials’ Meeting in Brussels

on October 1. Officials noted steady gains in bilateral

ties since the last round in 2024, building on the

implementation of the EU-Singapore Free Trade

Agreement, which helped lift trade in goods and

services to over €130 billion in 2023. Both sides also

expressed hope for early ratification of the pending

EU-Singapore Investment Protection Agreement.
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Digital economy issues featured prominently, following

the signing of the EU-Singapore Digital Trade

Agreement earlier this year. The two sides discussed

ongoing collaboration under the 2023 Digital

Partnership, including work on artificial intelligence, e-

invoicing, and digital skills. Progress on aligning data

protection tools such as the ASEAN Model Contractual

Clauses and EU Standard Clauses was also noted,

aimed at supporting cross-border data flows between

the regions.

Climate and sustainability cooperation remained a

shared focus, with discussions on carbon pricing, water

management, and preparations for upcoming global

environmental summits. The EU welcomed Singapore’s

updated 2035 climate targets, while Singapore

reiterated its interest in working with the bloc on the

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism ahead of its full

implementation. Both parties also reviewed security

cooperation in maritime and cyber domains,

reaffirming their intent to deepen ASEAN-EU

engagement ahead of the 50th anniversary of dialogue

relations in 2027. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Singapore]

Chinese, South Korean foreign ministers

pledge efforts to strengthen bilateral ties

ahead of APEC Summit

(dql) South Korea and China have agreed to pursue

closer cooperation in the lead-up to the Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit. In an October 7

phone conversation, South Korean Foreign Minister

Cho Hyun and his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi

discussed ways to create a “new turning point” in

bilateral relations during the two-day summit starting

October 31 in Gyeongju.

The officials also explored the possibility of visits by

Wang and Chinese President Xi Jinping to South Korea

for the summit, though no formal plans have been

confirmed. The talks come amid U.S. expectations for a

brief meeting between President Donald Trump and Xi

on the sidelines of the event.

Wang emphasized China’s efforts to promote regional

stability, while Cho expressed hopes that Beijing’s

engagement with North Korea will support the

denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. [Yonhap]

[Modern Diplomacy]

The dialogue occurred shortly after North Korea

announced that Chinese Premier Li Qiang will visit the

country this week to participate in celebrations
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marking the 80th anniversary of the ruling party.

[Reuters]

South Korean shipbuilders strengthen ties

with India

(mo) South Korean top shipbuilders—HD Hyundai,

Hanwha Ocean, and Samsung Heavy Industries—are

intensifying efforts to expand their presence in India,

aligning with the country’s ambitious Maritime Amrit

Kaal Vision 2047. The long-term plan, launched by the

Indian government in 2023, aims to transform India

into a global maritime industry powerhouse by 2047,

marking the 100th anniversary of its independence.

Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI) recently signed a

memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Swan

Defence and Heavy Industries, which operates India’s

largest dry dock. The agreement focuses on ship

design, engineering, procurement, and project

management, combining Samsung’s advanced

technological capabilities with Swan’s shipbuilding

infrastructure.

HD Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering (KSOE),

the intermediary holding company overseeing HD

Hyundai’s shipyards, signed an MOU with Cochin

Shipyard Limited (CSL), India’s largest state-owned

shipbuilder, in July. The collaboration includes design

and procurement support, technical cooperation to

enhance productivity and global quality standards, and

training programs to improve workforce capabilities.

Also in July, Hanwha Ocean opened its Global

Engineering Center India to design components for

floating liquefied natural gas (LNG) facilities and

floating production, storage, and offloading (FPSO)

units. However, the company clarified that it has no

plans to acquire local shipyards or pursue joint

ventures with Indian firms. Instead, the new center will

focus on engineering design and technical

development to support Hanwha’s global offshore

projects. [The Korea Times]

India’s Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 seeks to

elevate the country’s ranking from 20th to top 10 in

global shipbuilding by 2030, and eventually to top 5 by

2047. The plan also aims to increase commercial ship

production from 1,500 to 2,500 vessels per year. To

fund these ambitions, the government established a

Maritime Development Fund worth 250 billion rupees

(USD 2.8 billion) to promote shipbuilding and maritime

infrastructure. [India Government]
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Indonesia to receive first additional t-50i

golden eagle trainers from South Korea in

November

(mo) The Indonesian Air Force has confirmed it will

receive the first batch of six additional T-50i “Golden

Eagle” advanced trainers from Korea Aerospace

Industries (KAI) starting November 2025, following a

visit and inspection by Air Marshal Tedi Rizalihadi at

KAI’s facilities in South Korea.

These aircraft, part of a USD 240 million deal signed in

2021, will expand Indonesia’s current T-50i fleet and

strengthen pilot training for F-16 Fighting Falcon and

Rafale fighter jets. The new trainers will complement

the original 16-aircraft fleet delivered in 2014, which

replaced the aging Hawk Mk-53 trainers and are

operated by the 15th Air Squadron at Iswahjudi Air

Base in Central Java.

Originally slated for delivery in October 2024, the

program has been delayed by about a year. Once

completed, the additional six aircraft will further

improve Indonesia’s Lead-In Fighter Trainer (LIFT)

capability and ensure a smoother transition to modern

combat aircraft.

The T-50i Golden Eagle, jointly developed by KAI and

Lockheed Martin, is a supersonic jet trainer capable of

reaching Mach 1.5 and operating up to 55,000 feet.

Powered by a General Electric F404-GE-102 engine, the

aircraft can carry up to five tons of external ordnance

and features an internal M197 20 mm cannon, allowing

it to perform light attack missions in addition to

training roles. [Antara] [The Jakarta Post]

South Korea, U.S. narrow differences on

USD 350 billion investment and foreign

exchange concerns

(mo) South Korean Industry Minister Kim Jung-kwan

has announced that Seoul and Washington have

reached a consensus on managing the foreign

exchange impact of a planned USD 350 billion South

Korean investment, part of talks to reduce U.S. tariffs

from 25 percent to 15 percent.

The two sides are still negotiating key details, including

the investment structure and profit-sharing. Seoul

prefers using state-backed loans and guarantees to

lower upfront costs, while Washington wants more
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direct cash investment and control over project

selection, similar to its deal with Japan.

Discussions also covered a potential currency swap to

stabilize South Korea’s market, though no concrete

progress was made. Kim said talks would continue

soon, likely before President Trump’s visit to Korea for

the APEC summit in late October. [The Korea Herald]

In a separate statement, Foreign Minister Cho Hyun

said the two sides had reached a broad security

agreement aligned with ongoing talks on tariffs and

investment, though he noted that a final trade deal

may take longer to conclude.

Under a preliminary framework, Washington has

pledged to lower tariffs in exchange for a USD 350

billion South Korean investment package, while Seoul

seeks a currency swap line to offset potential foreign

exchange impacts. The United States is reviewing this

request, but Cho expressed limited optimism about

approval. [The Korea Economic Daily]

The emerging security component of the deal includes

an increase in South Korea’s defense spending—

President Lee Jae Myung announced an 8.2 percent

rise for next year—and possible expanded rights in

nuclear fuel processing. The moves respond in part to

U.S. President Donald Trump’s insistence that Seoul

shoulder more of its defense burden, effectively linking

tariff concessions to greater military and strategic

commitments.

Trump is expected to attend the APEC summit in

Gyeongju later this month, where Seoul hopes to

finalize the agreements and potentially facilitate

renewed dialogue with North Korea. [Reuters]

South Korea, U.S. explore expanded arms

industry cooperation

(dql) South Korean Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back and

U.S. Secretary of the Army Daniel Driscoll met in Seoul

on October 2 to discuss strengthening bilateral

defense ties, with a focus on arms industry

collaboration and drone development.

Both officials emphasized the necessity of a strong

combined defense posture to deter North Korea’s

nuclear and missile threats, with Ahn reaffirming the

strategic role of U.S. Forces Korea in maintaining

regional stability.
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The talks also addressed cooperation in science,

technology, and arms maintenance, repair, and

overhaul (MRO), alongside the growing importance of

drones in future warfare. Both sides agreed to expand

joint research, production, and operational use of

unmanned systems, signaling a deepening of military

and technological collaboration. [Yonhap]

U.S. approves possible sale of maverick

missiles to South Korea

(mo) The US State Department has approved a

possible sale South Korea of AGM-65G2 missiles, the

Defence Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA)

announced on October 1. The sale is valued at

approximately USD 34 million, covering the purchase

of 44 AGM-65G2 Maverick tactical missiles.

The package includes not only the missiles themselves

but also engineering, technical, and logistics support

services from both U.S. government and contractor

personnel. RTX Corporation (formerly Raytheon

Technologies) is listed as the principal contractor for

the program.

According to the DSCA statement, the proposed sale

aligns with U.S. foreign policy and national security

objectives, strengthening the defense capabilities of a

“major ally” in the Indo-Pacific region. The acquisition

will bolster South Korea’s air defense and deterrence

capabilities, ensuring interoperability with U.S. forces

amid regional security challenges.

The DSCA also emphasized that South Korea already

operates Maverick missiles and will have no difficulty

integrating the new systems into its existing inventory.

The sale is not expected to alter the military balance in

the region or require additional U.S. personnel

deployment.

The AGM-65G2 Maverick is a precision-guided, air-to-

surface missile primarily used for close air support and

anti-armor missions, capable of striking fortified

ground targets with high accuracy. [Defence Security

Cooperation Agency]

U.S. Navy destroyer concludes

replenishment visit to Sri Lanka

(lm) The USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62), a United States Navy

guided-missile destroyer, has departed Colombo

following a brief replenishment visit. During its stay,
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the vessel received logistical support and standard

port services under existing naval cooperation

arrangements between Sri Lanka and the United

States. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka establishes diplomatic relations

with Antigua and Barbuda

(ss) Sri Lanka has established diplomatic relations with

Antigua and Barbuda, a small twin-island state in the

eastern Caribbean and a member of the

Commonwealth, following the signing of an agreement

on October 3 in Washington, D.C. The agreement

precedes the 2026 Commonwealth Heads of

Government Meeting (CHOGM), which Antigua and

Barbuda will host, and is seen as part of Colombo’s

effort to diversify its foreign partnerships within the

Commonwealth and the broader Global South. [Ada

Derana] [Caribbean Times]

Taiwan reports over 200 cases of citizens

restricted or missing in China since 2024

(yl) Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council has disclosed

that 132 Taiwanese had their freedom of movement

curtailed in China from January 2024 to Sepetmber

2025, mostly tied to fraud cases, while 61 went missing

and 19 were held for questioning, bringing the total to

212 cases.

Officials linked the trend to Beijing’s 2024 “guidelines

for punishing Taiwan independence separatists,”

warning of heightened risks for Taiwanese travelers.

Taipei has raised its travel advisory for China, Hong

Kong and Macau to “orange,” urging avoidance of non-

essential trips. [Focus Taiwan]

Extending the 2005 Anti-Secession Law, in June 2024,

Beijing introduced new judicial guidelines targeting

individuals it labels as "diehard Taiwan independence

separatists." These guidelines authorize severe

penalties, including the death sentence in extreme

cases, for actions deemed to promote Taiwan's

independence or undermine China's territorial

integrity.

The measures encompass activities such as advocating

for Taiwan's entry into international organizations,

engaging in official exchanges with foreign

governments, and suppressing reunification efforts.

The guidelines also permit Chinese courts to try these
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individuals in absentia, despite lacking jurisdiction over

Taiwan (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

Taiwan secures pineapple exports with

USD 10 billion US agricultural deal

(dql) Taiwan has agreed to purchase USD 10 billion in

U.S. agricultural products over the next four years in

exchange for exporting its pineapples to the United

States. The agreement, unveiled by President William

Lai during a meeting with U.S. Undersecretary of

Agriculture Luke Lindberg, covers imports of soybeans,

corn, wheat, and beef to enhance animal feed quality,

boost agricultural productivity, and strengthen food

security.

The deal follows Taiwan’s outreach to U.S. breadbasket

states, signaling a commitment to deepening bilateral

economic and technological cooperation, particularly

in agriculture and food supply resilience. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan to resume talks with U.S. on

purchase of anti-submarine warfare

helicopters

(dql) Taiwan is set to resume negotiations with the

United States for more than 12 MH-60R Seahawk anti-

submarine warfare (ASW) helicopters. The proposed

package would include advanced avionics, airborne

sonar systems, MK50 or MK54 torpedoes, anti-ship

Hellfire missiles, laser-guided rockets, and machine

guns, significantly enhancing Taiwan’s ASW capabilities.

The Navy has formed a dedicated team to define

procurement quantities, costs, schedules, and

performance requirements. Taiwan had initially

planned to acquire new ASW helicopters in 2014 but

delayed the purchase due to competing defense

priorities. The island currently operates 17 S-70C

helicopters after four were lost in accidents.

The MH-60R Seahawk is widely used by the U.S. Navy,

with South Korea and New Zealand recently acquiring

or planning to acquire the rotorcraft, highlighting its

regional operational relevance. [Taiwan News 1]

In a separate development, the U.S. will sell M109A7

Paladin self-propelled howitzers to Taiwan, with

funding drawn from the NTD 1 trillion (USD 32.9 billion)

special defense procurement budget. Taiwan initially

planned to acquire 168 units but may reduce the order
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to 120 to ensure deliveries remain within the seven-

year budget timeline.

Deliveries are expected in two phases: the first batch

of 60 howitzers will be covered by the special budget,

while the second batch may be funded through the

defense ministry’s annual budget depending on

progress. The M109A7 is equipped with a 155 mm, 39-

caliber gun capable of reaching targets up to

approximately 30 kilometers. [Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan rejects US proposal for 50-50

semiconductor production split

(acl) On October 1, Vice Premier Cheng Li-Chiun said

Taiwan will not accept the US proposal of a “50-50”

split in semiconductor production, reportedly raised by

US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick.

Lutnick said in a September 28 interview that the latest

trade talks emphasized the importance of Taiwan

adopting a “50-50” split of semiconductor production

with the US. Cheng countered that discussions instead

focused on reducing tariff rates, securing exemptions

from tariff stacking, and lowering duties on Taiwanese

exports to the US under Section 232 of the Trade

Expansion Act, which the US has been investigating

since April for potential tariffs on semiconductors and

other tech imports.

The Executive Yuan, Taiwan’s Cabinet, maintained that

the proposal “goes against Taiwan-US supply chain

cooperation" and reaffirmed Taiwan’s opposition.

Both opposition parties, the Kuomintang (KMT) and the

Taiwan People’s Party (TPP), also criticized the idea,

with KMT lawmaker Hsu Yu-Chen calling it an act of

exploitation and TPP Chairman Huang Kuo-Chang

describing it as an attempt to “hollow out the

foundations of Taiwan’s technology sector.” [Focus

Taiwan]

Swedish parliamentary delegation visits

Taiwan to strengthen bilateral ties

(dql) A Swedish–Taiwanese Parliamentary Association

delegation, led by lawmaker Alexandra Anstrell, is

visiting Taiwan. The weeklong visit is aimed at

deepening cooperation between the two sides. The 11-

member group—the largest Swedish parliamentary

delegation in recent years—will attend Taiwan’s

National Day celebrations and meet key officials,
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including Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim, Deputy Foreign

Minister Wu Chih-chung, Legislative Speaker Han Kuo-

yu, and National Security Council Secretary-General

Joseph Wu.

During their visit, the delegation will also tour the

Institute for National Defense and Security Research

and the Taiwan FactCheck Center, underscoring

Sweden’s interest in Taiwan’s security, governance, and

information integrity. [Taiwan News]

Taiwanese general appears in uniform at

Warsaw forum, signaling closer Europe

security ties

(yl) Lt. Gen. Hsieh Jih-sheng, Taiwan’s deputy chief of

the general staff for intelligence, attended the Warsaw

Security Forum in uniform, a departure from past

practice of wearing suits, in what experts say reflects

Europe’s growing recognition of Taiwan’s security role.

Analysts noted that the move, permitted by organizers

with semi-official ties, symbolizes elevated Taiwan–

Europe exchanges and deeper trust, especially amid

the war in Ukraine and concerns over China and North

Korea.

Taiwan’s defense ministry said the event provided a

platform to discuss global and regional security and to

expand international support for Taiwan. [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Government admits private firms

continue to import Russian light oil

(acl) Taiwan’s government has acknowledged that

while state-owned enterprises have stopped importing

Russian light oil products, private firms continue to do

so, following a report that named Taiwan the world’s

largest buyer.

The report, released on October 1 by the Finnish think

tank Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA),

found Taiwan had imported USD 4.9 billion worth of

Russian naphtha since February 2022, accounting for

20 percent of Russia’s petroleum derivative exports.

Naptha is a liquid hydrocarbon mixture derived mainly

from crude oil or coal tar during the refining process

and serving as an intermediate product in the

production of various fuels and chemicals.
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CREA identified Formosa Petrochemical Corp. as the

largest known buyer worldwide, warning that Taiwan’s

dependence on Russian naphtha—used in

semiconductor manufacturing—exposes it to supply

risks, diplomatic strain, secondary sanctions, and

potential U.S. tariffs above the current 20 percent.

[Energy and Clean Air 1] [Energy and Clean Air 2]

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) said all

state enterprises ended purchases of Russian crude

and light oil in 2023, while highlighting Taiwan’s

cooperation with democratic allies in tightening high-

tech export controls on Russia six times, now covering

3,300 entities. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Taiwan, in

Chinese]

The Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) said it would

review regulatory measures and consult with domestic

industries, stressing Taiwan’s commitment to working

with international allies to oppose aggression and

defend the international order. [Ministry of Economic

Affairs Taiwan, in Chinese]

Analysts note that while Taiwan has joined many

sanctions against Russia, its reliance on imported

energy, roughly 97 percent of its energy, has meant it

has not imposed restrictions on Russian fossil fuels.

[The Guardian] [Focus Taiwan][Taiwan News]

Thailand advances border security

measures amid continued tensions with

Cambodia

(bk) Thailand has intensified border security

operations and diplomatic engagement with Cambodia

following a series of mine-related incidents, territorial

disputes, and escalating rhetoric between the two

neighbors.

During a recent visit by the Asean Interim Observer

Team (IOT), which included military attachés from

across the region and was led by a Malaysian

representative, the Royal Thai Army presented the

discovery of over 200 PMN-2 anti-personnel mines

along the border in Ubon Ratchathani province. The

explosives, found in 36 separate incidents between

June and September, were concentrated in the Chong

Bok area of Nam Yuen district, adjacent to Cambodia’s

Preah Vihear province. Three Thai soldiers were

injured during clearance operations, one of whom lost

a leg. [Bangkok Post 1]

At the same time, the Thai National Security Council

(NSC) has approved new border security measures
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combining limited fence construction, mine clearance,

and bilateral coordination. The Royal Thai Army will

identify suitable locations for fence building in

undisputed areas, while any work near unsettled

sections must first be reviewed by the Thailand–

Cambodia Joint Boundary Commission (JBC), the

bilateral body created under MoU 43 to oversee

demarcation. These areas include parts of Sa Kaeo,

Surin, and Trat provinces on the Thai side and Banteay

Meanchey, Oddar Meanchey, and Koh Kong provinces

in Cambodia. [Bangkok Post 2]

Funding for the initial phase will come partly from the

Hathaitip Fund, a royal-backed initiative led by Princess

Chulabhorn, which has raised THB 100 million (USD 3

million) for the construction of fences and bunkers,

supplemented by THB 864 million (USD 24 million)

approved by the cabinet to strengthen overall border

security. [Thai Enquirer] [Bangkok Post 3]

Tensions have recently centered around Ban Nong

Chan, Ban Nong Ya Kaeo, and Ban Ta Phraya in

Thailand’s Sa Kaeo province, adjacent to Cambodia’s

Banteay Meanchey province, where Cambodian

civilians have settled on land that Thai authorities

claim falls within a forest reserve. The Royal Forest

Department has filed legal complaints for

encroachment, and the First Army Region has asked

Cambodia’s Military Region 5 to submit an evacuation

plan. Thai officials, however, stated that all

enforcement actions will follow Thai law, international

humanitarian principles, and bilateral consultation

mechanisms. [Bangkok Post 4]

At the same time, Thai and Cambodian officials

recently met under the General Border Committee

(GBC) framework, agreeing to withdraw heavy

weapons from sensitive zones, accelerate mine

clearance, and coordinate efforts against cross-border

scam operations. Both sides reaffirmed the

importance of maintaining open dialogue and peaceful

resolution of disputes through existing mechanisms.

In Trat province, which borders Cambodia’s Koh Kong

province, the Royal Thai Navy has reported dismantling

smaller illegal structures extending into contested

areas. One such structure—a casino complex built by

Chinese investors—was identified as partly

encroaching into a still-undemarcated zone. Thai

officials said further coordination with Cambodian

counterparts will be required to complete the process.

[Bangkok Post 5]

Diplomatic frictions have been amplified by a viral

video showing Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen’s

image used as a shooting target in Thailand, prompting
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Hun Sen to condemn the act as “shameful.” He urged

Cambodians not to retaliate but called for a boycott of

Thai goods and the Thai baht, framing it as an effort to

strengthen Cambodia’s financial independence.

Hun Sen also dismissed claims that border closures

were harming Cambodia’s economy, noting that the

country imports over USD 5 billion in goods from

Thailand annually and could redirect spending to local

industries. Addressing border communities, he advised

residents to switch from Thai baht to Cambodian riel

or U.S. dollars, warning that the baht could become a

political tool of pressure.

On the Thai side, vendors in Trat’s Klong Yai district

said their livelihoods have suffered from reduced

cross-border activity, with many now relying primarily

on trade with local residents and Thai troops stationed

along the frontier. [Bangkok Post 1]

U.S. pulls back from Timor-Leste sewage

project, raising concerns over aid

reliability

(ms) A U.S. development agency’s retreat from a

flagship infrastructure project in Timor-Leste has

sparked alarm in one of Asia’s youngest democracies,

where access to clean water and sanitation remains

precarious.

The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) had

pledged USD 420 million toward building a wastewater

treatment plant in Dili, a project meant to curb

widespread waterborne disease and child

malnutrition. Timor-Leste committed USD 64 million,

acquiring land and preparing for construction. But in

August, the MCC board recommended terminating the

agreement amid a broader review of aid compacts

under the Trump administration.

The setback comes as nearly half of children in Dili

suffer stunting linked to malnutrition and repeated

infections. The capital has no municipal sewer system;

much of its waste seeps into groundwater or flows

untreated into the sea. Families spend hours each day

collecting water, eroding school time and economic

productivity.

“This is a lifesaving project,” said Mariano Carmo, a

former Timorese official who worked on the plan.

World Bank experts had warned that unsafe water

supplies were holding back development, while better

sanitation could reduce illness and boost workforce

productivity.
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The compact, ratified in 2022, also aimed to improve

education by training secondary-school teachers and

principals. But delays in final land purchases and fiscal

caution from a new coalition government slowed

progress. The MCC’s prospective withdrawal leaves

behind cleared land and local frustration.

President José Ramos-Horta condemned the reversal

as “beyond comprehension and unprecedented

between friends,” warning that it could tarnish U.S.

credibility at a time when China is expanding its

regional influence. [The New York Times]

Vietnam and Cambodia push investment

ties amid slowing capital flows

(hn) Vietnamese Ambassador to Cambodia Nguyen

Minh Vu met with Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister

Sun Chanthol in Phnom Penh on October 2 to enhance

economic and investment cooperation.

While investment has slowed in the past decade except

for a major project by THACO, Vu urged stronger

promotion efforts, regular business–CDC dialogues,

and annual cooperation meetings. Chanthol affirmed

Cambodia’s commitment to improving its business

climate, called for better cross-border connectivity

through linking the Phnom Penh–Bavet and Ho Chi

Minh city –Tay Ninh expressways, and proposed

facilitating movement of people and vehicles to boost

trade and development.

According to CDC data, Cambodia approved 546

projects worth USD 7.8 billion in 2025, marking sharp

growth from 2024, with Vietnam among the country’s

top five foreign investors in the first nine months of the

year. [Thestar]

Chinese furniture giant shifts furniture

production from China to Vietnam amid

U.S. tariffs

(hn) Trayton Group plans to move most of its furniture

production from China to Vietnam, a day after Donald

Trump’s re-election, citing U.S. tariffs on Chinese

goods. The mid-sized manufacturer exports 70 percent

of its furniture to the U.S., selling under major retailers’

brands and its own Simon Li label. Despite new U.S.

tariffs on wooden and upholstered furniture, Trayton’s

CEO Simon Lichtenberg said the strategy remains

viable, with potential margin impacts likely absorbed
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by U.S. consumers. China will remain the hub for R&D

and spare capacity.

Producing in the U.S. is deemed “next to impossible”

due to high costs and lack of skilled workers. Other

manufacturers, like Jonathan Charles Fine Furniture,

also rely on Vietnam for exports to the U.S. and see

tariffs as narrowing margins.

Vietnam is emerging as a major furniture supplier to

the U.S., potentially surpassing China, with exports

reaching USD 8.2 billion in the first seven months of

the year, while Chinese exports slowed. [Reuters]

Parliamentary delegation strengthens

cooperation between Vietnam and Greece

(hn) Vice Chairman of the National Assembly (NA)

Nguyễn Đức Hải led a high-ranking Vietnamese

delegation on an official visit to Greece from

September 30 to October 3 at the invitation of First

Vice-President of the Hellenic Parliament Ioannis

Plakiotakis. During the trip, Hải held talks with

Plakiotakis, met Greek Vice President Konstantinos

Chatzidakis, the General Secretary of the Communist

Party of Greece Dimitrios Koutsoumpas, and

representatives of the Vietnamese community in

Athens.

Both sides highlighted their strong parliamentary ties

and agreed to enhance cooperation in maritime

transport, energy, agriculture, digital transformation,

green transition, and fintech, while maintaining

coordination in multilateral forums. Hải proposed a

formal cooperation agreement between the two

legislatures and reaffirmed Vietnam’s readiness to

serve as a bridge between Greece, the EU, and ASEAN.

Both officials agreed to expand collaboration in

culture, tourism, and heritage preservation, and to

coordinate activities marking the 50th anniversary of

diplomatic relations. They stressed upholding

international law, ensuring maritime and aviation

safety, and peacefully resolving disputes in line with

the 1982 UNCLOS.

The visit underscored both countries’ determination to

deepen friendship, expand cooperation, and

strengthen multilateral coordination. [Vietnamnews]

[Vietnam]
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Vietnam and Cuba strengthen

Parliamentary and bilateral ties

(hn) Cuban National Assembly and Council of State

President Esteban Lazo Hernández concluded a six-day

official visit to Vietnam on October 5 at the invitation of

NA Chairman Tran Thanh Man. During his visit, he met

with Party General Secretary To Lam, State President

Luong Cuong, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, and

held talks with NA Chairman Man.

Both sides reaffirmed the longstanding Vietnam-Cuba

friendship and pledged to deepen cooperation in

economy, trade, investment, agriculture, renewable

energy, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, food security,

and digital transformation. They also agreed to

exchange legislative experience, coordinate regional

and international issues, and prepare for their

respective Party Congresses in 2026.

The second session of the Vietnam-Cuba Inter-

Parliamentary Cooperation Committee reviewed policy

frameworks, implementation of agreements, and

enterprise development, concluding with a joint

communiqué and plans for a third session in Havana.

Lazo Hernández also visited Ho Chi Minh City, Hung

Yen province, and the Vietnam Military History

Museum. [Vietnamplus]
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Upcoming online events

8 October 2025 @ 1:00-2:30 pm. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Investing in the North Korean People:

Broadening Access to Information in
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North Korea

This event will examine the current state of

information access and freedom in North Korea,

highlighting effective dissemination models, sectoral

challenges, and first-hand experiences from the field.

Speakers will also discuss the role of government and

citizen-led initiatives, the potential for new approaches,

and the impact of recent U.S. and South Korean

funding cuts on ongoing efforts. For more information

and registration, visit [Stimson Center].

8 October 2025 @ 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Center for a New American Security (CNAS), USA

Judge Advocates General: On the Frontline

of National Security and the Rule of Law

This CNAS virtual event will explore the critical role of

judge advocates general in providing apolitical legal

guidance to U.S. military leaders, ensuring operations

align with the rule of law at home and abroad.

Featuring opening remarks by Admiral John

Richardson, USN (Ret.), and a distinguished panel of

legal and military experts, the discussion will examine

the scope of military law, the challenges of operational

legal advice, and the responsibilities of military lawyers

in complex environment. For more information and

registration, visit [CNAS].

8 October 2025 @ 10:00-11.45 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Illicit Economies in Myanmar: Issues,

Impacts, Implications

This online discussion will bring together four research

perspectives on the drivers of instability and conflict in

Myanmar and their effects on institutions,

communities, and neighboring countries. The event

will also examine the growth of illicit economies since

2021, the actors involved, and the broader political,

economic, and social consequences for Myanmar’s

future. For more information and registration, visit

[ISEAS].

9 October 2025 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, United Kingdom
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Realizing durable peace in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo

This webinar will examine the stalled US- and Qatari-

led mediation between the Congolese government and

the M23 rebel group, exploring the obstacles to peace

posed by mistrust, ceasefire violations, and shifting

dynamics on the ground. Speakers will discuss the

limitations of the Doha track, the role of the US in

sustaining peace efforts, and the interplay between

diplomacy, local conflicts, and business interests. The

event will also address what stands in the way of a

durable ceasefire and how lessons from past failed

agreements can inform future peacebuilding. For more

information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

9 October 2025 @ 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

The hypersonic imperative: Defending the

homeland and deterring adversaries

The webcast event will examine the growing

hypersonic threat posed by China and Russia and

outline strategic recommendations for the Pentagon

and Congress to ensure the U.S. military can rapidly

deliver decisive effects across air, land, sea, and space

in future conflicts. For more information and

registration, please see [Atlantic Council].

9 October 2025 @ 4:30 p.m. (GMT+2), German

Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA),

Germany

New Alliances in the Horn of Africa:

Navigating Global and Regional

Competition

The Horn of Africa has become a hotspot of

geopolitical competition, shaped by Ethiopia’s Red Sea

ambitions, Turkey’s growing role in Somalia, Egypt’s

expanding security partnerships, and the escalating

war in Sudan. Regional and global powers, including

the UAE, China, Russia, and the United States, are

further complicating the landscape. The hybrid panel

discussion will examine how these rivalries affect

peace and stability in the Horn and Red Sea region,

and assess the European Union’s efforts to link

governance, peacebuilding, and regional security in

this contested environment. For more information and

registration, please see [GIGA].
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10 October 2025 @ 10:00-11.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Japan’s Security Cooperation with ASEAN:

Evolution, Challenges, and Implications

for Indo-Pacific Regional Order

This seminar will examine the evolution of Japan-

ASEAN security cooperation, which has expanded from

dialogue to practical collaboration in areas such as

capacity-building, defense equipment transfer, and

joint exercises. It will explore the shared drivers of this

partnership, including regional power shifts, South

China Sea tensions, and transnational threats, as well

as the alignment between FOIP and AOIP. The

discussion will also address the challenges and

constraints that may shape the future of regional order

in the Indo-Pacific. For more information and

registration, visit [ISEAS].

10 October 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

New insights on American views of

Ukraine, Russia, and the war

The webcast event will explore public perceptions of

Presidents Zelenskyy and Putin, global efforts to end

Russia’s war, and implications for continued U.S.

support for Ukraine. For more information and

registration, please see [Atlantic Council].

13 October 2025 @ 9:00-10.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Impact of the Trump Tariffs on Cambodia,

Laos and Vietnam

This webinar will assess the economic fallout of the

Trump-era tariffs on Southeast Asia—notably Laos

(40%), Vietnam (20% with a threatened additional 25%),

and Cambodia (19%)—and the risks these measures

pose to highly export-dependent economies and trade

surpluses with the United States. Experts will explore

likely short- and long-term impacts on growth,

employment, trade balances and supply chains, and

discuss mitigation strategies such as market

diversification, regional integration, supply-chain
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upgrading, and domestic policy reforms. For more

information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

13 October 2025 @ 8:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

2025 IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings at

the Atlantic Council

During the 2025 Annual Meetings of the World Bank

and IMF, the Atlantic Council will host a series of

special events featuring in-depth interviews with

central bank governors and finance and development

ministers from around the world. These discussions

will examine the economic outlook for 2026 and

explore innovative ideas for reforming the Bretton

Woods institutions. For more information and

registration, please see [Atlantic Council].

14 October 2025 @ 2:00-3.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore+

Indonesia under the Prabowo Subianto

Administration: Year One

This seminar will review President Prabowo Subianto’s

first year in office, evaluating policy implementation,

governance challenges, and factors limiting progress. It

will examine reactions from the Indonesian elite and

public to the president and his reshuffled Cabinet, the

influence of opposition forces such as the PDI-P and

civil society, and the social and political context behind

movements like Indonesia Gelap, Kabur Aja Dulu, and

recent protests. For more information and registration,

visit [ISEAS].

14 October 2025 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Will Iran rearm or reform? War, nuclear

standoff, and shaken alliances

This panel will explore Iran’s strategic crossroads in the

aftermath of its war with Israel and regional proxies,

which has left its alliances weakened, its deterrence

credibility shaken, and tensions with Washington

reignited. Experts will examine Iran’s recalibration of

regional policy, the durability of its ties with Hezbollah,

Syria, and allied militias, and the costs of sustaining
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deterrence. The discussion will also assess the

implications of Iran’s refusal to reengage in nuclear

talks and how regional and global actors are

responding to its hardened stance. For more

information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

14 October 2025 @ 1:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,

Belgium

China Horizons: EU policy Takeaways from

China’s politics, economy, foreign policy,

society and EU-China dynamics

At a pivotal moment in EU-China relations, this

concluding event of the China Horizons project will

present key policy lessons from three years of research

on Chinese politics, economy, foreign policy, and

society. Leading experts will analyze China’s economic

trajectory, political decision-making, and foreign policy

priorities, while also shedding light on social concerns

reflected in media and culture and their implications

for Europe.

For more information and registration, visit [Bruegel].

Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Richard Seymour, Disaster Nationalism: The Downfall

of Liberal Civilization, Verso, 288 pages, published

October 29, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Mehran Gul, The New Geography of Innovation: The

Global Contest for Breakthrough Technologies, Avid

Reader Press / Simon & Schuster, 368 pages, to be

published January 20, 2026. For a review, see [Asian

Review of Books].

Luke Kemp, Goliath’s Curse: The History and Future

of Societal Collapse, Knopf, 592 pages, published

 September 23, 2025. For a review, se [The Guardian].

Anwar Ibrahim, Rethinking Ourselves: Justice, Reform

and Ignorance in Postnormal Times, Hurst & Co Ltd,

248 pages, to be published December 15, 2025. For a

review, see [Asian Review of Books]

Philippe Sands, 38 Londres Street: On Impunity,

Pinochet in England and a Nazi in Patagonia, W&N,

480 pages, published April 3, 2025. For a review, see

[The New York Times]
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Calls

The International Association for Human Rights

Education (IAHRE) invites paper proposals for its 3rd

International IAHRE Conference, scheduled for May

26-27, 2026. The conference theme is “Re-imagining

Human Rights Education in a Turbulent World.” The

deadline for abstract submission is November 3, 2025.

For more information, see [IAHRE].

The University of Nottingham invites paper

proposals for the Taiwan Research Hub Conference

2026 “Navigating Technological Futures: Power,

Resilience, and Strategy in a multipolar world,” to be

held on June 22-24, 2026. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,

see [University of Nottingham].

The University of Helsinki invites paper proposals for

its 21st Maple Leaf and Eagle Conference, scheduled

for May 20-22, 2026. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,

see [Helsinki University].

The European Political Science Society (EPSS) invites

paper proposals for its first annual conference, to be

held in Belfast on June 18-20, 2026. The deadline for

abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more

information, see [EPSS].

The International Association for Political Science

Students (IAPSS) invites paper proposals for its World

Congress 2026 “Academic Freedom”, to be held on

May 5-9. 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is

November 7, 2025. For more information, see [IAPSS].

The Political Studies Association (PSA) invites paper

proposals for its 76th Annual International Conference

“Political Studies Futures,” to be held on March 30 to

April 1, 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is

October 17, 2025. For more information, see [PSA].

Jobs and Positions

The Independent Institution on Missing Persons in

the Syrian Arab Republic (IIMP) seeks a Senior

Human Rights Officer. The deadline for application

submission is October 9, 2025. For more information,

see [UN].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Senior Project Assistant – Boa Vista, Brazil.

The deadline for application submission is October 12,

2025. For more information, see [IOM].
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The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a

Protection Manager. The deadline for application

submission is October 25, 2025. For more information,

see [DRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Policy Manager – Ireland. The deadline for application

submission is October 17, 2025. For more information,

see [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Director – Home Study and Post Release Services

(HSPRS). The deadline for application submission is

November 3, 2025. For more information, see [IRC].

The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) seeks a

Gender and Diversity Operational and Analytical

Consultant – Port of Spain, Spain. The deadline for

application submission is November 3, 2025. For more

information, see [IDB].

The International Union for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN) seeks a Field Project Associate. The deadline

for application submission is October 25, 2025. For

more information, see [IUCN].

RTI International seeks a Director – AI Strategy &

Implementation. The deadline for application

submission is October 17, 2025. For more information,

see [TRI].

The CGIAR System Organization invites proposals for

inclusion in a panel of partners to deliver high-quality

executive recruitment services. The deadline for

application submission is October 27, 2025. For more

information, see [CGIAR].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks an

Executive Associate. The deadline for application

submission is October 9, 2025. For more information,

see [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a

Regional Director, Arab States – Development

Coordination Office. The deadline for application

submission is October 11, 2025. For more information,

see [UN].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Data Privacy and Protection Expert –

Armenia. The deadline for application submission is

October 25, 2025. For more information, see [FAO].

The International Maritime Organization (IMO)

seeks a Deputy Director – Technical Cooperation and

Implementation Division. The deadline for application
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submission is October 15, 2025. For more information,

see [IMO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Spokesperson and Director – Department of

Media and Communications. The deadline for

application submission is October 9, 2025. For more

information, see [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a General Protection and Protection Research

Specialist. The deadline for application submission is

October 9, 2025. For more information, see [IOM].

NATO seeks a Legal Adviser and Director – Office of

Legal Affairs. The deadline for application submission

is October 12, 2025. For more information, see [NATO].

The European Chemical Industry Council, AISBL

(Cefic) seeks an Executive Director – Innovation. The

deadline for application submission is October 10,

2025. For more information, see [Cefic].

DNV seeks a Director of EU Government and Public

Affairs. The deadline for application submission is

October 12, 2025. For more information, see [DNV].

The Center for Democracy & Technology (CDT) seeks

an EU Policy and Research Officer – Security,

Surveillance, & Human Rights Programme. The

deadline for application submission is October 19,

2025. For more information, see [CDT].

Open Society Foundations (OSF) seeks a Director –

Programs, Amman, Jordan. The deadline for

application submission is October 19, 2025. For more

information, see [OSF].

The Department of History of the University of

Notre Dame invites applications for a tenure-track

position in post-1800 Transnational History, at the

rank of assistant professor. The deadline for

application submission is October 15, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Notre Dame].

The University of Fribourg invites application for the

position of Professor in Human Geography. The

deadline for application submission is October 15,

2025. For more information, see [University of

Fribourg].

The European University Institute (EUI) invites

applications for the position of Assistant Professor in

Macroeconomics. The deadline for application

submission is October 6, 2025. For more information,

see [EUI].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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