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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and
geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.
| wish you an informative read.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPG
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China: Major Central Committee reshuffle
expected at upcoming CCP fourth plenum

(dqgl) The fourth plenum of China’s Communist Party,
scheduled for October 20-23 in Beijing, will be closely
watched noy only for the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-
2030), which will guide the country’'s economic, social,
and strategic development, but for significant
personnel changes in the Central Committee, with at
least nine members expected to be replaced.

The current Central Committee, elected at the 20th
Party Congress in 2022, comprises 205 full and 171
alternate members. At the third plenum in July 2024,
three members were replaced, including former
foreign minister Qin Gang. Although the party
accepted Qin's resignation, he was still referred to as
“comrade,” indicating he remained a member while
under investigation. Former defense minister Li
Shangfu and ex-Rocket Force chief Li Yuchao were
expelled from the Central Committee and stripped of
party membership, both facing corruption probes.



Additional changes in the committee are likely,
following the recent ousters of several members since
the third plenum. Tang Renjian, ex-agriculture
minister, was sentenced to death with reprieve for
accepting bribes totaling CNY 268 million (USD 37.6
million). Yi Huiman, former head of China’s equities
regulator, was recently detained, raising alarm in the
USD 12 trillion capital market. Regional leaders such as
Wang Lixia (Inner Mongolia) and Lan Tianli (Guangxi)
have also been targeted, while successors like Bao
Gang and Lu Dongliang signal a generational shift in
top regional leadership.

In the military, multiple senior officers, including
Admiral Miao Hua—the former director of the Political
Work Department of the Central Military Commission
(CMC) and a protege of President Xi Jinping—are
expected to lose Central Committee positions. Four
generals were recently expelled as National People’s
Congress deputies, reflecting ongoing purges targeting
the People’s Liberation Army and defense industry.
Among them were two Central Committee members:
People’s Armed Police commander Wang Chunning
and Zhang Lin, head of logistics support at CMC.

Further attention is focused on missing or sidelined
senior figures, including General He Weidong, the
second-ranked Vice-Chairman of the CMC; Liu
Jianchao, former head of the International Department
of the Chinese Communist Party; and Jin Zhuanglong,
the former Minister of Industry and Information
Technology. [SCMP] [Brookings]

China: Provincial welfare fraud expose
weaknesses in social security oversight

(dqgl) Chinese authorities have uncovered a large-scale
welfare fraud in southwestern Sichuan province, where
nearly 120 local officials in the city of Shifang were
found to have illegally claimed unemployment benefits
while receiving government salaries. The scheme,
active since 2014 across 43 villages, cost the state
about CNY 1.5 million (USD 210,600).

Most of the implicated officials have admitted
wrongdoing, with 24 facing disciplinary action and all
funds reportedly recovered. Authorities have since
initiated a system upgrade to integrate social security
and employment data, aiming to automatically detect
irregularities and strengthen supervision through
regular audits and transparency measures.

The case, exposed through data checks by the
provincial human resources department, underscores
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persistent flaws in China’s social security system,
including fragmented databases and weak oversight of
village-level cadres who often lack formal employment
contracts or social security records. These structural
gaps have enabled widespread misuse of welfare
programs, including payments to “ghost” pensioners
and false relief claims. [SCMP]

China: Pastor of major underground
church detained

(dgl) Authorities have detained Jin Mingri (also known
as Ezra), pastor of Beijing Zion Church, along with
nearly 30 other church leaders and workers. Founded
in 2007, Zion Church is one of China's largest unofficial
congregations, with over 1,000 weekend attendees and
multiple satellite campuses.

Jin, 56, was taken from his home in Beihai, Guangxi
Province, and is reportedly accused of illegally
disseminating religious information. The detentions
have also occurred in major cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, and Shenzhen.

Since 2018, Jin has faced surveillance, harassment, and
restrictions on travel abroad. Nevertheless, he
continued to lead Zion through smaller gatherings and
online sermons, expanding its reach during the COVID-
19 pandemic to tens of thousands nationwide via
platforms like Zoom, YouTube, and WeChat. Recent
government regulations restricting online religious
activity to official channels further heightened
concerns among church members of an imminent
crackdown.

The arrest has drawn international attention. US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, former Vice President
Mike Pence, and former Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo urged the release of the leaders, framing the
crackdown as a violation of religious freedom and a
potential source of US-China friction. Advocacy groups
described the detentions as the most severe
suppression of Christianity in China since 2018, when a
nationwide crackdown led to the closure of several
prominent house churches, including Beijing Zion.

Observers warn that further action against
unregistered churches may follow, reflecting the
Chinese Communist Party's tightening control over
religious practice and its broader effort to limit
independent civil society activity. [The New York Times]
[Reuters] [BBC] [Department of State, USA]
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China: Exports rebound amid global
demand

(dqgl) China's exports rebounded sharply in September,
rising 8.3 percent year-on-year to USD 328.6 billion,
after hitting a six-month low in August. Imports grew
7.4 percent to USD 238.1 billion, yielding a trade
surplus of USD 90.45 billion. The recovery was driven
by stronger global demand, pre-holiday shipment
acceleration ahead of the “super golden week,” and
supportive fiscal and monetary policies abroad.

Despite overall trade growth, exports to the U.S.
continued to decline, dropping 27 percent year-on-
year, reflecting persistent tensions between the world's
two largest economies. In contrast, China has
diversified its markets, posting significant export gains
to the EU, ASEAN, Africa, and Latin America. Vehicle
exports, however, may face future pressure from
Mexico's planned tariff hikes on imports from
countries without trade agreements, including China.

The data come as trade frictions with the US intensified
after President Trump threatened a 100 percent tariff
on Chinese goods starting November 1, in response
with China’s new restrictions on rare earth exports (see
article in this issue). China's rare earth shipments fell
30.9 percent in September. Meanwhile, soybeans
remain a key point of tension, with US farm groups
urging a rapid resolution to avoid exclusion from the
Chinese market. [Reuters]

Customs officials highlighted that maintaining stable
trade growth in the coming months will be challenging
due to external uncertainties, a high comparison base,
and evolving global dynamics.

Industrial upgrades and broader trade partnerships
have underpinned China’s resilience, with the country
ranking among the top three trade partners for 166
nations in the first seven months of 2025, up from 152
last year. [SCMP]

China: EV sales soar amid expiring tax
breaks

(dql) Sales of pure-electric vehicles (EVs) in mainland
China reached a record 826,000 units in September, up
28.5 percent year-on-year, surpassing the previous
high of 762,000 in December 2024. The surge was
driven by consumers rushing to benefit from expiring
10 percent sales tax exemptions and other subsidies,
as well as by the launch of new EV models.
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EVs now make up 57.8 percent of total car sales in
China, with combined deliveries of petrol and electric
vehicles rising 6.3 percent to 2.23 million units. Buyers
remain eligible for trade-in subsidies of CNY 20,000
(USD 2,800) for EVs and CNY 15,000 (USD 2,100) for
petrol cars until year-end. [SCMP] [CNEVPOST]

China: Advancing private space sector and
megaconstellation ambitions

(dqgl) Private launch firm Orienspace successfully
conducted its second Gravity-1 rocket launch on
October 10 from a sea-based platform in the Yellow
Sea, marking another step forward in China’s fast-
expanding commercial space sector.

The Gravity-1 carried three satellites into near-polar
orbit. The mission demonstrated Orienspace’s
capability for multi-satellite, sea-based deployments,
an area of growing strategic interest for China's space
infrastructure.

Founded in 2020, Orienspace is positioning itself as a
key player in supporting China’s national
megaconstellation projects. The firm recently secured
up to USD 124 million in Series B funding to develop
the Gravity-2, a reusable, liquid-fueled rocket designed
to significantly boost China's commercial launch
capacity. The rocket's first test flight is expected later
this year.

The mission—China’s 60th orbital launch in 2025—
underscores Beijing's determination to maintain
technological momentum and industrial diversification
in the global space race. With upcoming launches from
both state-owned and private firms, including new
reusable systems and lunar program hardware, China
is accelerating its push to establish a self-sufficient and
globally competitive space ecosystem. [Space News]

In a separate move, China successfully launched three
satellites on October 11 using a Gravity-1 carrier rocket
from waters near Haiyang, Shandong Province. The
mission, overseen by the Taiyuan Satellite Launch
Center, placed a wide-field Earth observation satellite
and two experimental satellites into their intended
orbits, reflecting ongoing efforts to expand the
country’s satellite capabilities for both practical
observation and experimental applications. [Anadolu
Ajansi]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-n/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-p/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-x/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-m/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-m/

China: Leap in defense and
communication technologies announced

(dqgl) China has announced the mass production of the
world's first ultra-low-noise, four-channel single-
photon detector—dubbed the “photon catcher"—
marking a major leap in quantum technology with far-
reaching implications for national defense and
advanced communications.

Developed by the Quantum Information Engineering
Technology Research Centre in Anhui province, the
device can detect individual photons, the smallest units
of light energy. This capability underpins technologies
such as quantum communication and quantum radar,
which could render traditional stealth aircraft
detection systems obsolete. Unlike conventional radar,
quantum radar analyzes the quantum state of
reflected photons, allowing it to detect stealth aircraft
and false signals with high precision, low energy
consumption, and enhanced secrecy.

The four-channel configuration allows simultaneous
detection from multiple sources or wavelengths,
significantly improving imaging speed and accuracy
compared with existing single-channel models abroad.
Despite being one-ninth the size of comparable
international products, the new detector offers
superior sensitivity and performance. The detectors
are already being used by leading Chinese research
institutions, with production capacity now in place to
support large-scale deployment. [SCMP]

Quantum radar technology is emerging as a
transformative tool in global defense, with several
countries advancing in experiments using quantum
mechanics, especially to expose stealth aircraft and
solve other defence challenges.

China is said to currently lead the field, supported by
substantial state investment and major research
projects under the National Laboratory for Quantum
Information Sciences. Chinese companies have tested
quantum radar systems capable of detecting targets
up to 100 km away, with future applications planned
for drones and airships. These developments reinforce
China’s ambition to dominate next-generation
surveillance technologies and enhance its strategic
advantage in the Indo-Pacific.

The United States is also advancing quantum radar
and navigation research, with the Navy testing GPS-
independent quantum systems for submarines in
2025. While the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology's Lincoln Laboratory has confirmed the
underlying science, it acknowledges that current


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-c/

operational ranges remain limited. Major U.S. defense
contractors, including Raytheon and BAE Systems, are
funding efforts to integrate quantum sensors into
future battlefield networks. [CSIS]

Canada is investing in Arctic surveillance through
quantum radar development led by the University of
Waterloo, seeking to modernize early warning systems
and strengthen northern defense, while India is
expanding indigenous quantum sensor and navigation
capabilities through its Quantum Technologies
Research Centre and partnerships in quantum-
resistant communication, driven by concerns over
China's growing detection range. [The Maritime
Executive] [The Quantum Insider]

Europe, meanwhile, is collectively investing over EUR 1
billion (USD 1.08 billion) under the EU’'s Quantum
Flagship initiative. Countries such as Germany, France,
and the Netherlands are working with defense firms to
develop military-grade quantum sensing systems,
while the UK's Defence Science and Technology
Laboratory explores their national security potential.
[Embedded] [WION]

China: PLA Daily urges stronger
integration of joint operations

(dql) China's official military newspaper has called for
intensified efforts to strengthen the People’s Liberation
Army's (PLA) integrated joint operational capabilities,
warning that the force still lacks “deep integration”
across its equipment, personnel, and training systems.

In a commentary published October 13, the PLA Daily
said the military must “systematically strengthen”
coordination between force organization, weapon
systems, command structures, and support
mechanisms to overcome operational weaknesses. It
stressed the growing importance of cyber-information
systems in modern warfare, echoing President Xi
Jinping's long-standing emphasis on military
modernization and technological innovation.

The article argued that modern conflict has become a
“contest between systems,” requiring enhanced
jointness, coordination, and holistic integration across
military branches. Drawing on lessons from recent
regional wars, it cautioned that outdated, mechanized-
era thinking could expose the PLA to “dimension-
reduction strikes” by more advanced adversaries—a
phrase borrowed from Chinese science fiction to
illustrate technological inferiority.
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The commentary emphasized that merely building
infrastructure and acquiring advanced weaponry was
insufficient without achieving genuine “system combat
capability,” defined as the synergistic use of multiple
forces and platforms for an exponential combat
advantage.

The renewed call for integration follows the PLA's high-
profile military parade in Beijing on September 3,
which showcased advanced weaponry and troops
organized into joint combat groups—signaling
progress toward the 2015 reforms that established five
theatre commands to enhance joint operations.
[SCMP]

China: Stricter controls urged after leaks
of classified information

(dgl) China's state secrecy authorities have issued
warnings to staff in propaganda departments and
classified units following multiple leaks of sensitive
government information. A social media post by
Baomiguan, affiliated with the National Administration
of State Secrets Protection, urged stricter
confidentiality reviews, emphasizing that departmental
websites and social media are closely scrutinized by
external actors. The authorities criticized media and
propaganda staff for prioritizing novelty and publicity
over proper review procedures, putting national
security at risk.

The report highlighted cases in which classified
information was improperly handled and
disseminated. In one instance, a propaganda officer
provided a journalist with a classified document
without approval, which was later published online. In
another, a reporter filmed restricted areas at a military
enterprise, including new weapons, despite explicit
warnings, and the footage was widely circulated. A
third case involved a government official handing
classified materials to a propaganda employee marked
only “for internal reference,” which were subsequently
incorporated into a news article and disseminated
online. [SCMP]

China: Customs seize 60,000 maps for
mislabeling Taiwan

(dgl) Customs authorities in Huangdao, Shandong
Province, recently seized 60,000 maps intended for
export citing labeling and content errors. The maps are
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said to misrepresent Taiwan and omit several islands
in the South China Sea as well as Diaoyu Dao and
Chiwei Yu—islands in the East China Sea that are
subject to territorial disputes between Beijing and
Tokyo. They also do not show China’s nine-dash line or
maritime boundaries with Japan. The maps also lack a
review number typically issued by the Ministry of
Natural Resources.

According to Chinese regulations, maps with such
discrepancies are considered sensitive because they
could conflict with official territorial claims and are
therefore not allowed for import or export. [Global
Times]

This incident reflects the broader sensitivities and
regulatory controls surrounding the depiction of
territorial boundaries in China, particularly regarding
Taiwan and disputed islands in the South China Sea.

China - Hong Kong: Eight lawmakers not
to seek re-election in parliamentary poll

(dgl) A total of nine Hong Kong lawmakers has
announced they will not seek re-election ahead of the
Legislative Council (Legco) nominations opening later
this month. Among them are veteran legislators Jeffrey
Lam Kin-fung, 74, of the Business and Professionals
Alliance for Hong Kong, who cited a desire to focus on
business affairs and create opportunities for younger
talent; Gary Zhang Xinyu, 36, of New Prospect for Hong
Kong, who stepped down for family reasons; and
Connie Lam So-wai, 37, of Professional Power, who
plans to return to social work and pursue a doctorate.

The list also includes senior lawmakers who had
previously signaled their departures, such as Kennedy
Wong Ying-ho, 62, representing the import and export
sector; Legco president Andrew Leung Kwan-yuen, 74;
and other longstanding members aged 68-76. The
nine departing lawmakers include the sole non-
establishment member.

Observers suggest these retirements could pave the
way for younger legislators and fresh perspectives.
Analysts also note that Beijing may be encouraging
more outspoken lawmakers to support national
strategies and Hong Kong's interests amid growing
tensions with the United States. The nomination period
runs from October 24 to November 6, with the election
scheduled for December 7. [SCMP]
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Japan: LDP President Takaichi’s
premiership imperilled after Komeito
quits ruling coalition

(ay/dql) The junior ruling coalition partner Komeito
announced on October 10 it would withdraw from its
decades-long alliance with the Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP), with Komeito leader Tetsuo Saito citing
dissatisfaction with the LDP's handling of corruption
scandals.

Komeito is considered a centrist, pro-peace political
party with strong ties to the Buddhist organization
Soka Gakkai. It has traditionally focused on social
welfare, education, and human rights, and it advocates
for moderate, consensus-driven policies rather than
nationalist or hardline approaches.

Saito stated that his party's decision stemmed
primarily from the LDP's inadequate response to
ongoing political slush fund scandals, that date back to
fall 2023 (see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4),
describing Takaichi's reaction as lacking “sincerity.”
While Komeito had also voiced concerns about
Takaichi's revisionist stance on wartime history, her
visits to the controversial Yasukuni Shrine, and her
hardline position on foreigners, Saito said these were
not decisive factors.

Takaichi expressed disappointment at what she called
a “one-sided” decision, saying she had planned to
address Komeito's concerns. In addition, the LDP is
considering aggressive tactics against its former
partner. Party leaders are discussing running
candidates against Komeito incumbents in upcoming
Lower House elections, potentially targeting high-
profile districts such as Hiroshima No. 3, represented
by Saito. Previously, the parties avoided competing in
districts where the other fielded a candidate, but that
pact is now void. [The Asahi Shimbun 1]

Nonetheless, the Komeito's move leaves the LDP
struggling to maintain power, as the ruling coalition
has already lost its majority in both parliamentary
chambers ahead of a prime ministerial vote expected
in an extraordinary Diet session on October 20 or 21.
Without Komeito's support, Takaichi faces a much
more difficult route to confirmation as prime minister
and must now negotiate with other parties or factions.
[AP_News] [Reuters]

The collapse of the 26 years-long LDP-Komeito alliance
marks the most serious disruption in Japanese politics
in over two decades, signaling the erosion of the LDP’s
long-standing dominance and a potential realignment
of the party system.
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With the LDP holding only 196 of the 465 Lower House
seats, well short of a majority, the coalition’s breakup
leaves the party vulnerable in a potential runoff vote
for the premiership and gives Japan’s opposition
parties—particularly the Constitutional Democratic
Party of Japan (CDP, 148 seats), Nippon Ishin (Japan
Innovation Party, 35 seats), and the Democratic Party
for the People (DPP, 27 seats)—a rare opening to form
a united front. Together, the three opposition parties
hold 210 seats, while Komeito commands 24,
potentially enough to outvote the LDP if they align
behind a single candidate. [The Asahi Shimbun 2]
[CSIS]

Opposition parties explore unified candidate against
Takaichi

Indicative of these new dynamics in Japan’s political
landscape, the CDP is reported to be exploring
alignment with Komeito behind a single candidate for
prime minister. CDP leader Yoshihiko Noda noted that
the two parties share moderate political values,
signalling potential collaboration, while CDP Secretary-
General Jun Azumi emphasised that the current
situation presents a genuine chance for a change in
government, proposing DPP leader Yuichiro Tamaki as
a consensus candidate.

In addition, Noda has proposed include also the
Democratic Party for the People (DPP) to field a single
candidate for prime minister. DPP leader Yuichiro
Tamaki has suggested preliminary discussions occur
between party secretaries-general to set the agenda,
while Nippon Ishin is awaiting the outcome before
committing. [The Asahi Shimbun 3]

Tamaki, who has formally rejected a direct appeal from
the LDP leader, expressed readiness to assume the
premiership but urged the CDP to clarify its national
security policy first. He also voiced interest in
cooperating with Komeito on political reform and
transparency. His candidacy has drawn cautious
support from other opposition forces: Nippon Ishin
leader Hirofumi Yoshimura said his party would “listen
seriously” to the proposal, while Japanese Communist
Party chief Tomoko Tamura indicated willingness to
back Tamaki to end LDP rule. [The Japan Times 1] [The
Japan Times 2]

Further complicating the situation for the LDP,
Komeito leader Saito has indicated that his party could
support an opposition candidate in a runoff for prime
minister, though the final decision will follow internal
party discussions. Previously, Saito had ruled out
voting for opposition leaders, favoring either
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abstention or supporting himself. [The Asahi Shimbun
4]

Japan: Local assembly race in Ito
intensifies amid mayoral controversy

(ay) The October 19 election for the Ito city assembly in
Shizuoka Prefecture is drawing significant attention,
following the controversial dissolution of the assembly
by Mayor Maki Takubo. The assembly was dissolved in
September after passing a no-confidence motion
against Takubo over allegations that she falsified her
academic record.

Thirty candidates have filed to contest the 20 seats,
with 26 expressing support for a new no-confidence
motion, one opposing it, and three withholding their
positions, according to media surveys. If the motion
passes during the assembly's first session on October
31, Takubo would be removed from office under local
autonomy law. Approval requires at least two-thirds of
members present, and Takubo must retain backing
from at least seven members to remain mayor. [The
Japan Times]

The scandal centers on Takubo's false claim of
graduating from Toyo University; she later admitted in
July that she had been expelled from the university.
[The Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Court rules surgical requirement
for legal gender change unconstitutional

(ay) The Sapporo Family Court on October 10 ruled
that the legal requirement for individuals to undergo
surgery to alter their reproductive organs to match
their identified gender is unconstitutional. The ruling
was made in response to two cases of individuals
seeking to change their gender on their family registry.
The court determined that the requirement imposes
"excessive restrictions" and violates Article 13 of the
Constitution, which guarantees respect for the
individual.

This is the first judicial decision to find the “appearance
requirement” unconstitutional and builds on a 2023
Supreme Court decision that invalidated the law's
separate sterilisation requirement. It adds to growing
legal precedent against the strict requirements for
legal gender recognition, which have faced criticism
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from international human rights groups. [The Japan
Times]

Japan: New ruling party Takaichi’s eyes
reigning in central bank independence

(ay) Public remarks of Sanae Takaichi, newly elected
President of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
suggesting greater government influence over the
Bank of Japan (BOJ) policy have raised alarms about
the central bank’'s autonomy.

In a press briefing following her victory in the October
4 LDP presidential election, Takaichi highlighted that
“[tlhe government must be responsible for fiscal and
monetary policy. The BOJ will then consider the most
appropriate means.”

While Takaichi sought to emphasise coordinated
policy, analysts caution that strong interference would
rattle markets and challenge the BOJ's institutional
credibility. Observers noted that internal party
opposition and fiscal constraints may curtail her ability
to fully exert pressure on BOJ decisions. [Reuters 1]

Takaichi economic adviser counsels caution on further
BOJ rate hikes

Meanwhile, Etsuro Honda, a key economic adviser to
Takaichi, urged restraint in further monetary
tightening, describing Japan’s economy as in a sensitive
transitional phase from deflation toward sustainable
inflation. He warned that hasty moves could
undermine the momentum of recovery and
emphasised that the overt decision rests with the Bank
of Japan.

Observers said Honda's remarks appeared intended to
reassure markets and policymakers that despite
Takaichi's earlier comments on closer government
oversight of the Bank of Japan, her administration
would avoid direct interference in monetary policy,
signalling a more pragmatic stance toward the central
bank.

His remarks come as the new LDP leadership seeks to
balance fiscal discipline with continued economic
support, and amid speculation that renewed political
instability could further complicate coordination
between the BOJ and the finance ministry. [Reuters 2]
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Japan: Nobel laureate group warns of
rising nuclear threat

(ay) Eighty years after the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Japan Confederation of A-
and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations (Nihon Hidankyo)
has warned that the risk of nuclear conflict is at an
extreme level.

he group, which received the 2024 Nobel Peace Prize
for its lifelong campaign against nuclear weapons,
issued a statement on 11 October calling for the
complete abolition of nuclear arms. Hidankyo
emphasised that nuclear weapons and humanity
cannot coexist and expressed hope that younger
generations will continue the movement. The
organisation continues its advocacy amid heightened
global geopolitical tensions. [The Japan Times]

Japan: TEPCO considers decommissioning
reactors at world’s largest nuclear plant

(ay) Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO)—
Japan'’s largest electric utility and one of the world's
biggest power companies—is weighing the permanent
shutdown of some reactors at its Kashiwazaki-Kariwa
nuclear facility in Niigata Prefecture. The plant, one of
the world's largest, has had all seven of its reactors
idled since 2012.

The potential decommissioning would exclude the
number six and number seven reactors, which TEPCO
hopes to restart. As part of its efforts to gain local
consent for the restarts, TEPCO is also planning to
establish a JPY 100 billion (USD 650 million) foundation
to contribute to the host communities.

The company president is expected to explain the plan
to the Niigata prefectural assembly on October 16.
[The Japan Times]

Japan: Yen strengthens and bond yields
shift as markets react to coalition split

(ay) Following Komeito's withdrawal from the ruling
coalition (see article above), markets responded with
mixed signals: the yen strengthened by as much as 0.5
percent to JPY 152.38 per dollar, and bond yields
shifted—the 2-year JGB yield fell by 2 basis points
(bps), while the 30-year yield rose 5 bps. Analysts
commented that the flip in market sentiment reflects
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relief that fiscal stimulus expectations may be
tempered and renewed uncertainty over policy
direction. [Reuters 1]

Markets have also been weighing whether Takaichi can
reassure investors about monetary and currency policy
after earlier comments hinting at stronger government
influence over the Bank of Japan (BOJ). While she has
pledged to prevent “excessive yen weakness”, traders
noted that confidence in this stance may depend on
how closely her administration works with the BOJ.

Rising yields on long-term Japanese government bonds
also signal growing investor concern over Japan's large
public debt and the potential fiscal consequences of
political instability. Analysts warned that volatility is
likely to persist until the BOJ or finance ministry
provides clearer policy direction. [Reuters 2]

Meanwhile, equity markets experienced significant
declines October 14, reflecting investor concerns over
mounting political uncertainty. The Nikkei 225 fell 2.22
percent, dropping 1,069 points to 47,019, while the
broader Topix index lost 2.05 percent, sliding to 3,132.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Corporate sector expects new
government to prioritise economic
growth

(ay) A Reuters survey of Japanese firms found that 56
percent of respondents expect the incoming
government to prioritise economic growth, while 54
percent want immediate relief measures for rising
prices. Only 21 percent cited security or foreign policy
as a priority.

The findings point to strong demand from the private
sector for stimulus and cost-of-living support, although
balancing this with fiscal discipline remains
challenging. Analysts believe the results underline
broad market expectations that Takaichi will lean
heavily on proactive fiscal tools. [Reuters]

Japan: 2025 rice harvest forecast up 10
percent

(ay) The Agriculture Ministry projected that Japan's
2025 staple rice output will reach 7.48 million tons, up
10 percent year-on-year, marking the highest level in
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nearly a decade. The estimate is based on pre-harvest
ear counts and early yields.

The strong recovery could help ease pressure on
domestic food prices and buffer imported grain cost
exposures. [The Japan Times]

Japan: Medical expenses hit record in
fiscal 2023

(ay) The Health Ministry announced that medical
expenditure in fiscal 2023 rose 3 percent over the
previous year, reaching a record JPY 48.1 trillion (USD
314 billion). The increase was attributed to an aging
population, higher treatment costs, and rising use of
advanced medical technologies.

Analysts caution the trend will weigh further on Japan's
social welfare burden under strain from demographic
shifts. [The Japan Times]

Japan: Government examines stricter
rules on foreign land ownership

(dgl) The government has initiated a review of how
other countries regulate property ownership by
foreigners, prompted by concerns that current
domestic rules make it relatively easy for outside
actors to acquire land with strategic or economic
importance. Authorities are examining policies in
Canada, Germany, South Korea, and Taiwan to inform
potential reforms affecting agricultural, industrial,
commercial, and residential properties.

Although the 2022 Important Land Survey Act enables
monitoring of transactions near sensitive areas such as
military installations, experts argue that foreign
investment continues to outpace regulatory oversight.
In 2024, foreigners purchased 175 hectares of
farmland—double the previous year's figure—with
most buyers from China, South Korea, and Brazil.
Foreign acquisitions of forest land and critical natural
resources have also grown, raising concerns about
water supply and environmental security.

A July amendment to the National Land Use Planning
Law now requires disclosure of nationality for large
land purchases, but academics and legislators say
these measures remain inadequate. [The Asahi
Shimbun]
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Critics warn that front companies or foreign entities
could gain control over land near Japanese or U.S.
military bases, creating potential security
vulnerabilities. Lawmakers advocate reciprocity-based
rules, similar to restrictions in some U.S. states barring
land ownership by nationals of China, North Korea,
Russia, and Iran.

Public anxiety over foreign property ownership has
also intensified, with concerns over rising real estate
prices in urban areas. The issue featured prominently
in the July upper house election, benefiting far-right
parties. Some members of the public have even
suggested that land already sold to foreigners should
be reclaimed to protect national security. [SCMP]

Japan: Expert panel proposes nuclear-
powered submarines to boost deterrence

(ay) An expert panel has recommended to the Ministry
of Defense that Japan develop submarines equipped
with long-range missiles and next-generation power
sources, raising the possibility of a shift towards
nuclear propulsion. The proposal aims to enhance
Japan's deterrence capabilities in a challenging security
environment, marked by the military advancements of
its neighbors.

While the report does not explicitly mention nuclear
power, its call for propulsion sources not bound by
“conventional approaches” has fueled speculation. The
move would face significant legal, political, and
technical hurdles, including Japan's atomic energy law
limiting nuclear power to peaceful uses and its three
non-nuclear principles.

Analysts said that while the acquisition of nuclear-
powered submarines is a long-term prospect, the
recommendation itself signifies a notable evolution in
Japan's defence posture. [The Japan Times]

Japan's three non-nuclear principles, adopted in 1967,
commit the country to not developing or holding
nuclear warheads, refraining from manufacturing
nuclear arms on its soil, and prohibiting foreign
nuclear weapons from being stationed in the country.

Japan: Advancing missile capabilities

(dqgl) The Ministry of Defense has contracted Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries to produce two advanced missile
systems, strengthening the country’s long-range strike
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capabilities in response to growing threats from China
and North Korea. One contract, valued at roughly JPY
2.9 billion (USD 19 million), covers a submarine-
launched cruise missile, while the other, estimated at
JPY 25 billion (USD 164 million), focuses on an
enhanced Type 12 surface-to-ship missile.

The Type 12 upgrade, scheduled for deployment in
fiscal 2027, extends the missile’s range from 200
kilometers to at least 900 kilometers and adds the
ability to strike land targets. Design improvements also
reduce its radar signature. The submarine-launched
missile, anticipated to enter service by 2028, offers
greater range and land-attack capabilities compared
with the current Harpoon Block Il system, which is
limited to around 129 kilometers. Originally developed
under a 2023 contract, the weapon is intended to
target enemy missile sites and other strategic
locations.

These contracts build on Mitsubishi's previous
agreements to develop long-range precision missiles
compatible with existing Type 12 launchers, with
operational deployment expected by 2032. [The
Defense Post]

The projects significantly enhance Japan's ability to
engage threats at extended distances, reinforcing
deterrence and early-response capacity. They highlight
Tokyo's focus on domestically produced missile
systems to maintain strategic leverage in an
increasingly tense regional security environment.

Japan: Domestic Al capabilities to be
strengthened to boost national security

(dgl) The government plans to emphasize homegrown
artificial intelligence development in its forthcoming
national strategy, seeking to reduce reliance on foreign
Al technologies for security-sensitive applications. The
initiative will promote better compensation and
incentives to attract domestic and international Al
talent, while fostering collaboration among
universities, research institutes, and private
companies.

The strategy also includes accelerating the
development of a next-generation supercomputer to
succeed Fugaku, enabling high-speed computation for
advanced Al projects. Until recently, Fugaku was the
world's fastest supercomputer according to the
TOP500 list—a biannual ranking of the world's most
powerful supercomputers, based on their performance
on the LINPACK benchmark, which measures a
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system'’s ability to solve large systems of linear
equations.

Officials cited the rapid global competition in Al,
particularly between the United States and China, and
noted that Japan currently trails these powers in both
Al research and adoption. Surveys show only 27
percent of Japanese citizens used generative Al in
2024, compared with nearly 69 percent in the U.S. and
81 percent in China. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Parliament discusses urgent
measures to protect water resources and
combat desertification

(fs) The Standing Committee on Environment, Food,
and Agriculture of the State Great Khural (Mongolian
parliament) discussed strategies to safeguard
Mongolia's water resources and curb desertification on
October 8.

Member of Parliament Munkhbayasgalan
Luvsanbyambaa presented the report Blue Policy -
Human-Centered Environment, highlighting that 76.8
percent of the country’s land is affected by
desertification, with 34.5 percent of pastures degraded
and over half of the Gobi region’s land classified as
severely desertified. A study of 357 water sources in
four southern aimags (provinces) found that more
than 80 percent showed hazardous levels of
pollutants, posing health risks to vulnerable
populations.

Officials from the Ministries of Environment and
Agriculture stressed the need to strengthen the legal
framework for pasture protection and promote
sustainable land use. Proposed measures include
constructing new engineered wells, installing solar-
powered water pumps, developing water reservoirs,
and deploying water softening devices.

The discussion also covered Mongolia's preparations
for hosting the Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification,
scheduled for August 2026, which is expected to
attract 7,000-10,000 delegates.

Mongolia will propose initiatives on sustainable
pasture management, groundwater conservation, and
nature-based infrastructure. The committee plans to
integrate the meeting's recommendations into future
legislation and budget proposals. [Montsame]
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Mongolia: Parliament committees
approve USD 475 million ADB loan
package

(fs) Mongolia’s Standing Committees on Budget and on
Security and Foreign Policy held a joint session to
discuss a USD 475 million concessional financing
program to be signed with the Asian Development
Bank (ADB). The loan carries an annual interest rate of
two percent, a 25-year repayment period, and a five-
year grace period.

The funds will support four major projects. First, USD
130 million will be used to build 31 schools and 9
kindergartens under the second phase of the
Improving Education Quality and Access during
Economic Challenges project. Second, USD 20 million
will strengthen technical and vocational education to
address labor shortages. Third, USD 225 million will
expand emergency and intensive care infrastructure
nationwide. Fourth, USD 100 million will enhance the
country's disaster resilience and emergency response
capacity.

According to the Ministry of Finance, Mongolia paid
USD 14.27 million in interest on unused foreign loans
in 2025, with payments expected to rise to USD 16.57
million by 2026. [iToim]

Mongolia: Imports decline amid reduced
vehicle purchases

(fs) In the first nine months of 2025, Mongolia's imports
of goods and raw materials amounted to USD 8.53
billion, reflecting a slight decline of 0.9 percent, or USD
74.4 million, compared with the same period in 2024.

The drop was largely attributable to lower vehicle
shipments. Passenger car imports fell 16.7 percent to
77,992 units, while freight truck arrivals decreased by
22.1 percent, totaling 17,316 units.

Fuel imports showed a mixed picture. Gasoline
shipments declined by 3.4 percent to 625,000 tons,
whereas diesel imports increased 10.5 percent,
reaching 1.36 million tons year-on-year. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Housing, utilities, fuel prices
account for over 20 percent of inflation
index
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(fs) Mongolia's annual inflation rate reached 9 percent
in September, marking a continued rise for the second
consecutive month. The rate increased by 2.7
percentage points compared to 6.3 percent in the
same period of 2024.

Although overall consumer prices rose only 0.2 percent
from August, domestic goods and services remain
expensive. Rising costs in food and housing-related
expenses continue to be the main drivers of inflation.
Food prices, which slowed in the third quarter, surged
again with the start of the school year, increasing 10.6
percent year-on-year. Meanwhile, the price index for
housing, water, electricity, and fuel rose 19.4 percent,
contributing over 20 percent to the overall inflation
rate.

The Bank of Mongolia expects inflationary effects from
last year's energy price hike to ease by late 2025. The
central bank aims to stabilize inflation within 6 percent
+2in 2025 and reduce it to 5 percent in 2027.
[Bloomberg TV]

North Korea: Military strength showcased
at Workers' Party anniversary parade

(sm) North Korea marked the 80th anniversary of the
Workers' Party of Korea (WPK) on October 10 with a
grand military parade in Pyongyang. Leader Kim Jong-
Un presided over the celebrations and was joined by
senior party and military officials, as well as foreign
delegations from China, Russia, Vietnam, Laos,
Nicaragua, Mexico, Equatorial Guinea, Brazil, Iran,
Venezuela, and Indonesia. [KBS World Radio] [The
Chosun Daily 1]

Among the displays was the new Hwasong-20
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), described in
state media as the country’s “most powerful strategic
weapon”, along with drones, missile systems, and
other military assets. The display highlights North
Korea's efforts to demonstrate progress in its long-
range deterrence. [The Korea Times] [The Yonhap
News Agency]

In his address, Kim reaffirmed the party's revolutionary
legacy and committed to strengthening the socialist
state through military enhancement and self-reliance.
He pledged to continue building the army into an
invincible elite force with “political, ideological, military
and technical superiority,” positioning it as the
vanguard not only in national defense but also in
socialist construction and development projects.
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On foreign policy, Kim reaffirmed Pyongyang's
opposition to “injustice and hegemony,” while
“defending justice and peace,” in “the joint struggle of
the progressive mankind.” [KCNA]

The presence of Chinese Premier Li Qiang and Russian
Deputy Security Council Chairman Dmitry Medvedev
emphasized the strategic dimension of the celebration,
reinforcing the ties with Beijing and Moscow amid its
prolonged isolation from the West. Their presence also
signaled the deepening of a trilateral alignment framed
by shared opposition to U.S. influence in the region.
The combination of military hardware and high-profile
diplomacy allowed Pyongyang to project both internal
unity and external legitimacy, reinforcing the
perception of a widening divide between U.S. allies and
rival powers in Northeast Asia. [The New York Times]

A particularly notable element was the appearance in
the parade of a North Korean military unit reportedly
deployed to Russia's Kursk region in aid of Russian-
Ukraine war, suggesting deeper military integration
and symbolic demonstration of bilateral military
cooperation. Kim's daughter, Kim Ju-ae, was absent
from the event, breaking a recent pattern of visibility at
key state functions. [The Chosun Daily The Chosun
Daily 2]

Beyond commemoration, the attendance of 11 foreign
delegations underscored Pyongyang's ongoing effort to
demonstrate that it is not entirely isolated despite
international sanctions. The parade signaled a
deliberate political message that North Korea views its
survival and sovereignty as intertwined with defense
modernization and its expanding network of
partnerships across Asia, Latin America, and Africa.

This synthesis of ideology, military symbolism, and
diplomacy demonstrates Kim's attempt to sustain
regime legitimacy through both internal mobilization
and external realignment in an increasingly
fragmented international order.

North Korea: Hackers accused of stealing
record USD 2 billion from wealthy crypto
holders in 2025

(dgl) North Korean hackers have stolen more than USD
2 billion in cryptocurrency so far this year, marking a
record haul that may account for roughly 13 percent of
the country's estimated GDP, according to blockchain
research firm Elliptic—a London-based blockchain
analytics and financial crime intelligence company.
[Elliptic]
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While groups such as the Lazarus Group—widely
considered as a state-sponsored cybercrime
organization linked to North Korea—have long
targeted cryptocurrency exchanges, researchers say
they are now increasingly focusing on wealthy
individual investors, who often lack the robust security
systems used by major firms. Western intelligence
agencies believe these funds help finance Pyongyang's
nuclear weapons and missile programs.

The 2025 total surpasses North Korea's previous
record of USC 1.35 billion in 2022 and brings the
regime’'s cumulative known crypto thefts to over USD 6
billion. In addition to cybercrime, investigators say
Pyongyang also operates a network of fake IT workers
abroad to generate income and evade international
sanctions. [BBC]

South Korea: Chief Justice rejects election
interference allegations during
parliamentary government audit

(dqgl) Supreme Court Chief Justice Jo Hee-de defended
judicial independence during a tense parliamentary
audit session on October 13, rejecting lawmakers'
attempts to question him about alleged interference in
the June 3 presidential election. He warned that
compelling judges to testify about trials could erode
the separation of powers and undermine
constitutional rule.

Jo appeared before the National Assembly’s Legislation
and Judiciary Committee, chaired by ruling Democratic
Party (DP) lawmaker Choo Mi-ae, but declined to testify
as a witness, citing precedent and constitutional
principle. He instead delivered opening remarks and
remained silent during questioning, while Chon Dae-
yeop, head of the National Court Administration,
responded on his behalf.

The session quickly grew contentious, with DP
lawmakers pressing Jo to address allegations that he
promised to handle the Supreme Court case involving
President Lee Jae Myung—then a presidential
candidate—while opposition People Power Party (PPP)
party members accused the committee of violating
judicial independence.

The case in question concerns Lee's alleged false
statement during his 2021 campaign, which
prosecutors say misled voters about his ties to a figure
in the Seongnam Development Corp. scandal. After an
appellate acquittal, the Supreme Court reversed the
ruling in May, weeks before Lee’s election victory,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-dh/

prompting accusations that the timing sought to sway
the vote.

In this context, Jo is alleged to have told then-Prime
Minister Han Duck-soo he would handle the Supreme
Court case involving Lee if it reached the top court.
Han, who served under former President Yoon Suk
Yeol, later launched a short-lived presidential bid. [The
Korea Herald] [The Chosun Daily]

The questioning of Jo was part of the parliaments first
government audit under President Lee, during which
seventeen standing committees will conduct a 25-day
audit, reviewing 834 government organizations
through November 6. The DP is expected to scrutinize
the previous Yoon Suk-yeol administration, framing the
audit as an opportunity to “end insurrection,” while the
PPP aims to highlight Lee's policy failures and accuse
the DP of prioritizing political narratives over citizens'
welfare.

Beside Jo's case, intense exchanges are also expected
in the Foreign Affairs and Unification Committee, with
the PPP criticizing delays in Seoul-Washington tariff
talks and the detention of South Korean nationals in
Georgia as a “diplomatic disaster,” while the DP is
expected to reject such claims. Opposition lawmakers
are likely to challenge the administration’s nationwide
cash handouts, implemented since July as
consumption coupons aimed at boosting private
spending, as populist measures. [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Rift deepens between
President Lee and Democratic Party
leader Jung

(mo) President Lee Jae-myung, despite enjoying strong
parliamentary support from his ruling Democratic
Party (DP), faces growing internal tensions as his
pragmatic and centrist leadership style increasingly
conflicts with his party's confrontational and reform-
driven agenda. This divide has deepened since the
election of Jung Chung-rae as the DP’s new leader in
August. Jung, a veteran lawmaker and former pro-
democracy activist, is known for his fiery rhetoric and
uncompromising ideology.

Since taking office, Jung has framed the relationship
between the DP and the conservative opposition
People Power Party (PPP) as a “war with an insurgent
party,” rejecting any cooperation until the PPP
apologizes for its role in President Yoon Suk-yeol's
declaration of martial law last December. His speeches,
laced with combative language and repeated
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references to “insurgency,” have emphasized political
purges over compromise. While Jung's criticism of the
PPP’s past conduct has some basis, his unrelenting
attacks risk worsening partisan polarization and
reinforcing public perceptions that the DP is governing
unilaterally—a dynamic that echoes the very
justification Yoon used for his own authoritarian
actions.

In contrast, President Lee has sought to promote
dialogue and unity. He hosted a luncheon with Jung
and PPP leader Jang Dong-hyeok to encourage
cooperation and later met privately with Jang to
discuss pending national issues. However, Jung's
aggressive leadership has continued to dominate the
DP’'s agenda, particularly through rapid prosecutorial
and judicial reforms. The party's recent bill to
dismantle the central prosecutorial body and
redistribute its powers drew fierce opposition from the
PPP, which staged a filibuster and boycotted the vote.

The DP has also targeted Supreme Court Chief Justice
Cho Hee-dae, accusing him of election interference
and demanding his resignation while proposing a
major expansion of the Supreme Court. These actions
have raised concerns about judicial independence and
have even prompted cautious distancing from the
Presidential Office, which supports reform in principle
but disagrees with the DP’s pace and methods.

The political fallout has been visible in public opinion.
Gallup polling shows the DP’s approval rating dropped
from 46 percent in July to 38 percent in September,
while Lee's personal approval also fell by 10 points. The
parallel decline suggests growing public unease with
the tension between Lee's centrist image and Jung's
hardline leadership. Although support has since
partially recovered, the episode highlights the risks of
visible discord within the ruling bloc. [The Chosun
Daily]

Jung maintains that his combative stance allows Lee to
focus on governance, but his aggressive approach may
overshadow the president’'s moderate agenda. His
leadership appears motivated not only by loyalty to
Lee but also by ambitions to shape the future of the
progressive movement. Yet the DP’s increasingly
militant tone could alienate centrist voters and
intensify polarization. If the rift between Lee's
pragmatism and Jung's confrontation deepens, it could
weaken the cohesion of the ruling camp, slow down
reforms, and undermine the government'’s ability to
govern effectively. [The Diplomat]
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South Korea: Former Justice Minister
appears in court over role in failed martial
law attempt

(dgl) Former Justice Minister Park Sung-jae attended a
Seoul court hearing on October 14 to contest a special
counsel's request for his arrest over alleged
involvement in former President Yoon Suk-yeol's
aborted martial law declaration last December.

Park faces accusations of insurrection and abuse of
power, including directing the possible deployment of
prosecutors, instructing immigration authorities to
prepare travel bans, and ordering correctional facilities
to secure detention space for politicians and others.

Investigators say Park was among the first officials
Yoon consulted about the martial law plan, potentially
aiding its implementation. Park has denied
wrongdoing, describing his actions as routine
preparations, and pledged to fully explain himself in
court. [Yonhap News Agency] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Government intensifies push
for innovation and Al adoption

(mo) Finance Minister Koo Yun-cheol held a meeting on
October 10 with the heads of key finance ministry-
affiliated agencies, including the National Tax Service,
the Korea Customs Service, and the Public
Procurement Service, during which he highlighted the
need to fully implement the government’s major policy
priorities.

Koo urged the agencies to help enhance public sector
productivity and promote innovation in the private
sector, stressing the active adoption of artificial
intelligence. His remarks align with President Lee Jae-
myung's recently announced five-year economic
development blueprint, which identifies Al as a key
growth driver in building a “super-innovation economy’
led by technology and structural reforms. [The Korea
Herald]

"

In a separate move earlier this month, the Ministry of
SMEs and Startups (MSS) designated five cities—
Gyeongsangnam-do, Daegu, Ulsan, Jeollanam-do, and
Jeju—as participants in the 2025 Regional-Led Al
Transformation Program. Backed by KRW 7 billion
(USD 5 million) in national funding over two years, the
initiative aims to accelerate Al adoption among small
and medium enterprises in key industrial sectors.
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Under the scheme, the central government will finance
up to 60 percent of project costs, while local
governments and SMEs will cover the rest. A
comparable budget is planned for 2026, underscoring
the government's sustained commitment to advancing
regional innovation and digital competitiveness. [Korea
Tech Desk]

In addition, last month the Ministry of Science and ICT
has launched a national alliance of research institutes
and companies to advance physical artificial
intelligence (Al)—a field integrating Al with systems
capable of perceiving and acting in the real world, such
as humanoid robots and autonomous vehicles.

The collaboration brings together government
agencies, industry, and academia, including major
firms such as Hyundai Motor, HD Hyundai Heavy
Industries, and LG Al Research. The alliance will
operate through 10 divisions, focusing on areas such
as Al-driven vehicles, autonomous robotics, and
wellness technologies, marking a strategic step toward
building a comprehensive ecosystem for Korea's Al
innovation. [The Korea Times]

South Korea: President Lee pushes
strategic support for creative industry

(dql) President Lee Jae-myung has called for a robust
strategy to expand the country's creative economy,
urging tax relief, regulatory simplification, and stronger
protections for artists and creative enterprises. At his
first meeting with presidential aides since the last
week’s Chuseok holiday, Lee highlighted the worldwide
appeal of K-pop, K-dramas, K-films, as well as South
Korea's cuisine, beauty products, and democratic
values, portraying cultural leadership as a key driver of
national influence.

He instructed his team to oversee initiatives across
diverse creative sectors—including music, webtoons,
fine arts, literature, and publishing—and to align
culture-related policies through South Korea's
diplomatic network to ensure efficient state support.
Although specific programs were not detailed, the
administration’s five-year plan points to targeted tax
incentives, strategic funding, and expanded welfare for
cultural creators.

The Lee administration also proposes an 8.8 percent
rise in next year's culture budget to KRW 9.6 trillion
(USD 6.72 billion), marking a clear departure from the
previous administration’s 1.1 percent reduction. [The
Korea Herald] [Korea JoongANg Daily]
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South Korea: Hundreds of business
leaders to testify at South Korea’s
upcoming parliamentary audit

(mo) The National Assembly has begun its first audit of
President Lee Jae-myung's government on October 13,
launching a 25-day inspection of 834 government
agencies that will run until November 6. Hundreds of
business tycoons are expected to testify. [The Korea
Times]

Among the business leaders summoned are Chey Tae-
won, chair of SK Group, the biggest telecommunication
company in South Korea, who will testify on October
28 regarding alleged unfair business practices involving
SK affiliates. His appearance comes just days before he
is scheduled to host the APEC CEO Summit.

Other prominent figures called to testify include Chung
Euisun, CEO of Hyundai Motor Group; Chung Yong-jin,
Chairperson of departmant store franchise Shinsegae;
Bom Kim, CEO of e-commerce company Coupang,
widely called “Amazon of South Korea,” and Michael
Byung-ju Kim. Chairman of private equity firm MBK
Partners and the country’s richest person.

While business leaders are not formal targets of
government oversight, their appearances have become
routine during these audits. Lawmakers are now
watching whether 2025 could set a new record for the
number of corporate witnesses. In 2024, 159 business
leaders—nearly 30 percent of all witnesses—were
called, compared with 144 in 2022 and 95 in 2023. [The
Korea Herlad]

South Korea: Kospi hits record high after
Chuseok holiday rally

(mo) South Korea's benchmark Kospi surged to an all-
time high October 10 morning, breaking above the
3,600-mark for the first time as markets reopened
following last week’s Chuseok holiday from October 5-
7. The holiday is the time when families gather to
honor their ancestors, share food, and celebrate the
autumn harvest.

The index opened 1.38 percent higher at 3,598.1,
climbed to 3,606.86 within minutes, and then stabilized
around 3,595. The rally was driven primarily by foreign
investors, who bought over KRW 200 billion (USD 141
million) in shares during the first 15 minutes of trading.
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Retail investors added about KRW 70 billion in net
purchases, while institutions sold roughly 280 billion
won.

The Kospi has maintained a record-breaking streak,
having recently closed at 3,549.2, its first-ever finish
above the 3,500 threshold. The index’s rapid ascent—
from 3,300 on September 10 to 3,400 on September
15, and now past 3,600—underscores the strong post-
holiday momentum and bullish investor sentiment in
the South Korean market. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Defense counterintelligence
command to be reorganized to amid rising
North Korean threats

(dqgl) The defense ministry has announced plans to
complete a major reorganization of the Defense
Counterintelligence Command by 2026, addressing
concerns over its excessive authority across
intelligence, investigations, background checks, and
personnel oversight—functions overlapping with other
agencies. The command will be refocused on
specialized counterintelligence, with redundant
responsibilities transferred, adjusted, or abolished.

Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back emphasized the dual
pressures of North Korea's advancing nuclear and
missile programs and broader security challenges,
underscoring the need for a modernized, accountable
military. The ministry also pledged expanded salaries,
welfare, and post-service support for personnel.

A dedicated subcommittee under the Civil-Military Joint
Special Committee will develop detailed reform plans
this year, including legal revisions, facility relocation,
and budget adjustments. Key measures include
separating the concurrent leadership of the Defense
Intelligence Headquarters and JCS Information
Headquarters by next year, transferring the Human
Intelligence Unit, and consolidating overlapping
missions by 2027.

In parallel, South Korea is advancing the permanent
establishment of Combined Component Commands
for the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines to enhance
interoperability with US forces ahead of the wartime
operational control transfer. The naval, air, and marine
commands are already operational, while ground,
special warfare, and intelligence support commands
remain under construction. [The Chosun Daily] [The
Defense Post]
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Meanwhile, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman, Gen. Jin
Yong-sung, pledged on October 14, to maintain robust
military readiness amid North Korea's recent unveiling
of advanced nuclear and missile capabilities, including
the Hwasong-20 intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) and a hypersonic glide missile. Speaking at a
parliamentary audit, Jin described the weapons display
during North Korea's military parade marking the 80th
anniversary of the Workers' Party of Korea (see article
in this edition) as a significant threat to both regional
and global security.

Jin also highlighted North Korea's growing strategic
alignment with Russia, formalized through the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Treaty signed
during President Vladimir Putin’s visit to Pyongyang in
June 2024, as a factor exacerbating the threat. Seoul
plans to convene the South Korea-US Military
Committee Meeting in Seoul next month to coordinate
responses. [TRT]

In a separate statement, lawmaker Yu Yong-weon of
the opposition People Power Party, reported the same
day that North Korea has constructed approximately
10 kilometers of anti-tank barriers north of the Military
Demarcation Line. Satellite imagery and intelligence
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff indicate four clusters,
each around 2.5 kilometers long, within the
Demilitarized Zone.

Yu described the barriers as a symbolic reinforcement
of Pyongyang's “two hostile states” policy and called on
Seoul to integrate the structures into its defense
planning. [Anadolu Ajansi]

South Korea: Enhancing air surveillance

(dql) South Korea has contracted L3Harris
Technologies— a major U.S.-based defense and
aerospace company—to acquire four Gulfstream
Global 6500 aircraft, known as ‘Phoenix,” equipped with
ELTA Systems’ EL/W-2085 dual-band conformal radar.
The aircraft will strengthen the Air Force's aerial
surveillance, intelligence, and command-and-control
capabilities, complementing its existing Boeing E-737
Peace Eye fleet.

This procurement reflects South Korea's broader
military investment, projected at USD 20.8 billion in
fixed-wing aircraft from 2025 to 2035, with nearly 20
percent allocated to intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance platforms.
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The Phoenix aircraft will enable uninterrupted
monitoring, rapid response to incursions—including
frequent Russian and Chinese patrols in South Korea's
air defense zone—and counter potential upgrades to
North Korea's air defense systems.

Analysts highlight the acquisition as a strategic
response to growing regional threats, including the
deepening military cooperation among Russia, China,
and North Korea. The June 2024 Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership Treaty between Russia and North
Korea has enhanced Pyongyang's access to advanced
military technology, increasing the need for South
Korea to maintain sovereign control over its airspace.
[Airforce Technology]

South Korea: President Lee orders probe
into alleged interference in drug
smuggling investigation under former
administration

(dqgl) President Lee Jae-myung has directed a
comprehensive investigation into claims that former
President Yoon Suk-yeol's office sought to influence
police inquiries into Incheon Customs officials’ alleged
involvement in methamphetamine smuggling from
Malaysia.

The presidential office confirmed that Lee has called
for an independent and thorough examination of the
matter and urged Seoul Eastern District Prosecutor
Lim Eun-jeong to deploy additional prosecutors if
necessary to uncover the full facts.

The case, which began in June, involves a joint police-
prosecution probe into whether Yoon's administration
and senior police officials attempted to obstruct or
shape the investigation into the alleged smuggling
activities. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Seoul to build nuclear-
resistant civil defense shelter

(dql) Seoul plans to construct a civil defense shelter
beneath the Songpa Creative Innovation Public
Housing complex, designed to withstand nuclear,
chemical, biological, and radiological (CBR) attacks. The
facility, spanning 2,147 square meters (23,112 sq. ft.),
will accommodate up to 1,020 people for 14 days and
include clean zones, decontamination areas, water and
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sanitation systems, and protection against
electromagnetic pulse (EMP) attacks.

The project, costing approximately KRE 3.4 billion (USD
2.4 million), marks the first time a South Korean local
government is independently building a nuclear-
capable civil defense shelter. Construction is expected
to be completed by 2028, with the basement space
serving as a fitness facility for residents during
peacetime.

Seoul intends to use the Songpa shelter as a pilot
model, with plans to expand similar protective
infrastructure across other districts. The initiative
reflects heightened attention to civilian preparedness
amid regional security concerns. [Korea JoongAng
Daily]

Taiwan: Political leaders emphasize
peace, resilience, and unity in National
Day speeches

(yl) In his National Day address on October 10,
President Lai Ching-te focused on strengthening
Taiwan's defense and social resilience amid growing
pressure from China, pledging to build a “T-Dome” air
defense system modeled after Israel's Iron Dome to
enhance multi-layered detection and interception of
incoming missiles and aerial threats. Lai reaffirmed his
goal to raise defense spending to 3 percent of GDP
next year and 5 percent by 2030, integrating Al and
high-tech capabilities into Taiwan's “smart defense”
strategy. [Office of the President, Taiwan] [Focus
Taiwan 1] [Taipei Times] [BBC]

Framed around the theme “The Power to Move
Forward: Six Key Strengths,” Lai highlighted democracy,
innovation and economic development, social care,
diplomacy, defense resilience, and civic virtue as the
pillars of national progress. He reiterated that peace
must be maintained “through strength” and urged
China to cease its military coercion and distortion of
U.N. Resolution 2758, calling for “mutual respect and
stability across the Taiwan Strait.” [Focus Taiwan 2]

Adopted on October 25, 1971, U.N. Resolution 2758 is
the resolution that recognized the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) as the only legitimate representative of
China in the United Nations. China consistently cites
this resolution to oppose Taiwan’s participation in U.N.
bodies, while Taiwan argues that the resolution does
not determine Taiwan's status nor preclude is
participation in international organizations.
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Meanwhile, Legislative Speaker Han Kuo-yu, who
chaired the National Day ceremony, also called for
peace but coupled his remarks with criticism of the
government's domestic and cross-strait policies. He
cautioned that “de-Sinicization” initiatives could
heighten the risk of conflict and said ongoing tariff
negotiations with the United States might endanger
Taiwan's long-term interests.

Han further cited local governance issues, such as
environmental damage from solar panel installations
and illegal resource extraction, as examples of policy
failures. He urged an end to partisan infighting and
called for renewed legislative reform and cross-party
cooperation to restore public trust. [Focus Taiwan 3]
[Taiwan News]

Meanwhile, the opposition parties marked the National
Day by accusing the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) of deepening social divisions and
undermining democratic institutions through
nationwide recall campaigns targeting opposition
lawmakers.

Eric Chu, outgoing Chairman of the main opposition
party, the Kuomintang (KMT), denounced the recent
recall efforts as “the biggest crisis in Taiwan's
democratic history,” accusing the DPP of abusing state
mechanisms. He also warned of economic
vulnerabilities amid shifting U.S. tariff policies and
global uncertainties, urging the government to
safeguard key industries such as semiconductors. On
cross-strait relations, Chu emphasized Taiwan'’s self-
reliance, advocating stronger national defense while
maintaining constructive exchanges with China.

Minor opposition Taiwan People's Party (TPP)
Chairman Huang Kuo-chang similarly criticized the DPP
for fostering mistrust and distracting the public from
domestic challenges. He called on President Lai to
“heal the wounds of partisan conflict” and restore
public trust, highlighting pressures from U.S.-China
tensions, including the upcoming Trump-Xi summit.
The TPP urged an end to “online attacks,
disinformation, and judicial weaponization.” [Focus
Taiwan 4]

Taiwan: Main opposition party chair
criticizes President Lai's comments on
Nobel peace prize for Trump

(yl) Eric Chu, outgoing Chairman of the main opposition
party, the Kuomintang (KMT), said Taiwan should rely
on its own efforts rather than on U.S. President Donald
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Trump or any foreign leader to maintain peace across
the Taiwan Strait.

Chu made the remarks after President Lai Ching-te told
a U.S. radio program that he hoped Trump could
persuade Beijing to renounce the use of force against
Taiwan, adding that such an achievement would merit
a Nobel Peace Prize.

Chu accused Lai of depending too heavily on
Washington for communication with China and
offering no real effort toward reconciliation. He added
that the ruling Democratic Progressive Party has
obstructed local and civic cross-strait exchanges,
contrasting it with the KMT's call for dialogue over
confrontation. [Focus Taiwan] [ICRT]

Taiwan: Ruling party lawmaker indicted
on corruption charges

(acl) On October 9, the Tainan District Prosecutors
Office indicted ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) lawmaker Lin I-Chin for allegedly embezzling
over USD 460,000 in publicly-funded assistant salaries.

Lin and the director of her constituency service center,
surnamed Huang, were charged with fraudulently
obtaining assets under the Anti-Corruption Act and
causing a public official to make a false entry under the
Criminal Code. Lin's assistant was also indicted for
lying to prosecutors, while 13 others received deferred
prosecution.

Prosecutors said Lin illegally claimed around USD
463,000 in assistant salaries from the Tainan County
Council, Tainan City Council, and the Legislative Yuan,
Taiwan's parliament, between 2009 and 2024. She
allegedly did so by listing private assistants as publicly
funded, inflating reported salaries, and claiming pay
for assistants listed only on paper. The funds were
used for office and personal expenses, though Lin has
since returned all the money.

Lin previously served as a Tainan County Councilor
from 1998-2010, a Tainan City Councilor from 2010-
2020, and has been a DPP legislator since 2020. [Focus
Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Opposition party chair accused of
orchestrating hacking operation targeting
critics
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(dqgl) Opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) Chair
Huang Kuo-chang is facing allegations that he
assembled a team of hackers to access private
information about his critics and sensitive political
communications.

According to a Mirror Media report, Huang allegedly
directed the group to obtain personal data on
individuals who criticized him or impersonated TPP
supporters and later passed the information to
authorities for investigation. He is also accused of
illegally accessing Telegram conversations between
former Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Secretary-
General Lin Hsi-yao, former Justice Minister Tsai Ching-
hsiang, and former National Security Council member
Chen Chun-lin.

The report claims Huang used the information to
question alleged interference in judicial appointments
at the parliament and later sold the data on the dark
web.

The allegations surfaced following a September
cybersecurity breach at Radio Taiwan International
(RTI), which reportedly involved a computer engineer.
The engineer told investigators he had collaborated
with Huang and exploited vulnerabilities in RTI's
system.

Huang dismissed the Mirror Media report as “entirely
fabricated.” Regarding the Telegram leak, he said he
“thanked the publication for reminding the public that
Lin interfered in the Ministry of Justice’s personnel
appointments.”

Responding to Wu's alleged testimony, Huang said he
only inquired about RTI's use of contractors with ties to
China. He accused Mirror Media of fabricating stories
and denounced what he called a “coalition of
prosecutors, the media, and the DPP.” He added that
he is willing to cooperate with investigators and urged
prosecutors to question him directly if they have
credible evidence. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Main opposition party chair
candidates open to meeting Chinese
President Xi, emphasize equal dialogue
for Cross-Strait peace

(yl) Ahead of the presidential election of the main
opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), on October
18, multiple candidates expressed readiness to meet
Chinese President Xi Jinping to advance cross-strait
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dialogue, underscoring the party's strategic role in
shaping Taiwan-China relations.

In a televised debate, former Taipei Mayor Hau Lung-
bin emphasized that any engagement with China
would be conducted on equal terms and with dignity,
reflecting Taiwan’s sovereignty. He stressed that
China’s recent military provocations around Taiwan
highlight the need for cautious yet constructive
dialogue.

Other candidates echoed this approach. Former
legislator Cheng Li-wun highlighted the KMT's
responsibility to build domestic consensus on Taiwan'’s
approach to China, citing the party’s governance of the
majority of Taiwan's localities. Legislator Lo Chih-
chiang advocated resuming dialogue based on the
1992 consensus, proposing youth exchanges and
educational cooperation as means to strengthen cross-
strait ties while safeguarding Taiwan's security.

Former political science professor Chang Ya-chung
framed potential KMT-led cross-strait talks as a
foundation for a future peace agreement if the party
returns to power in 2028.

The KMT chair vote will take place on October 18, with
the winner assuming office on November 1 for a four-
year term, succeeding Eric Chu. [Focus Taiwan]

In a separate statement, Hau disclosed he was
targeted by large-scale online disinformation, including
Al-generated videos and fake polls, which he described
as the most organized smear campaign of his career.
Veteran party figure Jaw Shau-kong urged Beijing to
halt “any interference,” citing data that hundreds of
TikTok and YouTube clips favored rival candidate
Cheng while attacking Hau.

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party, despised by
Beijing as secessionist force, highlighted the case
highlighted ongoing Chinese attempts to manipulate
Taiwan's democracy. [Focus Taiwan 1] [Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: Ministry of Interior tightens rules
for election candidates, requiring
declaration of nationality status

(acl) On October 9, Taiwan's Ministry of the Interior
(MOI) announced tighter rules for election candidates,
requiring them to declare that they do not hold
household registration or a passport issued by China,
and that they do not possess citizenship of any other
country.
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Under the proposal, candidates will be required to
make the declaration when submitting their
registration forms, and their citizenship status will be
published in the official election bulletin.

The move follows the recent removal of several elected
officials found to hold citizenship of the People’s
Republic of China. Under Article 20 of the Nationality
Act, Taiwan nationals who also possess foreign
nationality are barred from serving as elected officials.
Those who do must renounce their foreign nationality
before assuming office and provide proof of
renunciation within one year of taking office. [Taipei
Times]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court divided over
legality of rulings amid justice vacancies

(dqgl) The Constitutional Court is split on whether it can
issue rulings with only eight sitting justices, falling
short of the 10-member quorum mandated by a
December 2024 amendment to the Constitutional
Court Procedure Act.

On one side, Justices Tsai Tzung-jen, Yang Hui-chin,
and Ju Fu-meei argue that the court lacks the statutory
threshold and should suspend judicial reviews until
vacancies are filled. They stress that while the
Constitution establishes the court, its operations rely
on laws passed by the legislature, and proceeding now
would constitute an unconstitutional expansion of
power.

Conversely, Justices Shieh Ming-yan, Lu Tai-lang, Yu Po-
hsiang, and Chen Chung-wu contend that the court's
authority to interpret the Constitution derives directly
from the Constitution itself and should not be
constrained by statutory law. They advocate a judicial
review of the amended quorum requirement to
determine its constitutionality.

The dispute arises amid delays in appointing new
justices. President Lai Ching-te has twice failed to fill
the vacancies due to the rejection of his nominees by
the opposition parties, the Kuomintang and Taiwan
People's Party, in parliamemt. The Presidential Office
emphasized that new nominees will be announced in
due course and urged a solution that is both
constitutional and functional. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Foreign ministry signs MOU with
Buddhist organization to expand global
humanitarian cooperation

(yl) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has
signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Buddhist Tzu Chi Charity Foundation to strengthen
public-private collaboration in international disaster
relief and medical aid.

The agreement allows diplomats to train with Tzu Chi
and gain hands-on experience in cross-border
humanitarian operations.

Tzu Chi, active in 68 countries, said closer coordination
with the MOFA would amplify Taiwan’'s humanitarian
outreach and visibility worldwide. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Government reassures energy
security, moves to boost energy resilience
amid potential Chinese blockade

(dqgl) In response to concerns that Taiwan's natural gas
reserves could last less than two weeks under a
potential Chinese blockade, Economic Affairs Minister
Kung Ming-hsin reaffirmed that Taiwan’'s power supply
remains stable, while pledging to expand the island'’s
energy storage capacity “as quickly as possible.” The
warning follows a Wall Street Journal report citing U.S.
wargames showing Taiwan'’s liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and coal reserves would be depleted in under
two and seven weeks, respectively, if maritime imports
were cut off. [The Wall Street Journal, $]

Defense Minister Wellington Koo highlighted Taiwan's
focus on resilience, noting a NTD 113.2 billion (USD
3.71 billion) special budget for fuel and ammunition
storage. Of this, NTD 3.2 billion (USD 105b million) will
be used to purchase war-preparedness fuel from CPC
Corp., with storage facilities dispersed to enhance
combat sustainability. The broader NTD 550 billion
(USD 18.03 billion) budget, approved by the Cabinet in
September, awaits legislative approval.

Kung emphasized that Taiwan has backup energy
options, including standby coal-fired plants,
hydroelectric power, and expanding renewable energy,
aiming for renewables to account for 20 percent of
electricity generation by the end of 2026. In 2024, fossil
fuels—coal and natural gas—made up 83.2 percent of
Taiwan's electricity, while nuclear and renewables
accounted for only 15.8 percent. [Focus Taiwan]
[Taiwan News]
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Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister, Chia-Lung Lin,
called on Canada to export petroleum and liquefied
natural gas (LNG) to the island, framing energy trade
as a matter of national and democratic security.
Taiwan imports over 90 percent of its energy, much of
it via waters controlled by China, creating a strategic
vulnerability.

Speaking to Juno News, a Canadian media outlet, Lin
emphasized Canada’s potential role as a democratic
ally and energy partner, noting that cooperation could
strengthen Taiwan's resilience against Chinese
pressure. He also highlighted opportunities for
broader collaboration with Canada in rare materials
and other strategic resources. [Juno News]

Taiwan: President Lai reaffirms Al
infrastructure plan to bolster global tech
leadership

(acl) On October 10, President Lai Ching-Te reaffirmed
Taiwan's plans to implement ten new Al infrastructure
initiatives aimed at strengthening its leading position in
global technology development. In his National Day
address, Lai pledged to increase investment in
research and development in quantum technology,
silicon photonics, and robotics.

The initiatives are designed to enhance Taiwan'’s
industrial capabilities and expand the use of Al across
multiple sectors. Cabinet ministries and agencies are
expected to begin allocating budgets for the ten
programs in 2026, with the plan drawing reference
from the US Al Action Plan released in July.

Lai described 2025 as “a year in which Taiwan rises,”
highlighting the nation’s strong semiconductor, ICT,
and electronic component industries, along with
record-breaking economic performance. He noted that
Taiwan currently has its strongest employment figures
in 25 years, while the benchmark stock index recently
hit a record high of 27,301 points, with total market
capitalization exceeding USD 3 trillion to rank eighth
globally.

In addition to maintaining Taiwan's competitiveness,
Lai said the government will continue deepening global
partnerships, including efforts to reduce the trade
deficit with the US and advance tariff negotiations.
[Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Plan for new reward system for
preventive healthcare unveiled

(acl) The Ministry of Health and Welfare has
announced plans for a new “health points” system set
to launch in early 2026, aimed at encouraging
preventive healthcare.

Under the new initiative, participants will earn points
for activities such as flu vaccinations and medical
screening, which can later be redeemed for health-
related products or services.

Health minister Shih Chung-Liang said the program
seeks to boost participation in cancer screening
programs, which has stagnated in recent years despite
widespread public awareness. Points could be
redeemed with private partners—including gyms,
pharmacies, and wellness brands—to offset costs and
provide tangible incentives for healthier lifestyles and
improved public health.

The ministry is finalizing details, beginning with publicly
funded programs in coordination with the Centers for
Disease Control and the Health Promotion
Administration. Future partnerships could extend to
the Ministry of Education and the Sports
Administration. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Stabilization fund to maintain
market support amid US tariff
uncertainty

(acl) Taiwan’s Ministry of Finance (MOF) has announced
that the National Financial Stabilization Fund will
continue intervening in the local stock market despite
a significant recovery since its entry in early April. The
ministry cited ongoing uncertainties related to US tariff
policies as the primary factor for maintaining the
fund's market presence.

The MOF stated that the stabilization fund would
remain active while trade and tariff discussions
between Taiwan and the US are still in progress, noting
that the US has yet to announce tariffs on
semiconductors. The ministry also pointed to higher
inflationary pressures stemming from the high liquidity
created by major central banks’ loose monetary
policies, along with continued geopolitical tensions
affecting the global economy.

Since early April, when market volatility intensified
following new US tariff measures under the Trump
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administration, the Taiwan Stock Exchange Index has
risen from a low of 17,391.76 points to 25,820.54 as of
September 30. The rebound has been driven by
investor optimism surrounding Al developments and
the stabilization fund's continued intervention. During
this period, the fund injected more than USD 400.6
million into the stock market. [Focus Taiwan]

The National Financial Stabilization Fund was
established in 2000 with an endowment of USD 16.4
billion, serving as a buffer against external shocks that
could disrupt Taiwan's financial stability. The latest
intervention, launched on April 9, marks the fund's
ninth intervention since its establishment.

Taiwan: 2025 National Defense Report
outlines multidomain defense strategy to
counter China

(dqgl) The defense ministry has released its 2025
National Defense Report, emphasizing a shift toward a
more “agile and resilient” military capable of
multidomain deterrence. The report highlights
strategies rooted in attrition, asymmetric warfare, and
“multidomain denial” to counter potential adversaries
across land, sea, air, space, and cyberspace. [Ministry
of Defense, Taiwan]

The biennial review highlights the focus on “whole-of-
society resilience,” citing this year's Han Kuang military
exercises, which tested civil preparedness including
medical and daily-necessities rationing operations.
Colonel Hsu Chih-hung from the ministry's Strategic
Planning Department described the strategy as guided
by principles of maneuverability, agility, lethality, cost-
effectiveness, and concealment, aiming to build a
mission-oriented, multilayered defense system.

In addition, the report reveals that the military is
training soldiers to shoot down drones and actively
seeking new anti-drone systems in response to
frequent Chinese drone incursions, particularly around
the outlying islands closest to the mainland. The
strategy focuses on detection, interception, and rapid
neutralization of incoming drones.

In addition, China is said to employ a “professional
cyber army” to manipulate social media, spread
misinformation, and sow societal division,
undermining public trust in Taipei. The report noted
the use of deepfake videos and Al-generated content
to amplify polarizing political rhetoric. Chinese state
media and collaborators have also sought to weaken
Taiwan's resolve to defend itself.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-bi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-bd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-bd/

The report also highlights China’s use of grey-zone
tactics—military maneuvers and harassment short of
direct conflict—including coast guard patrols, fishing
vessel boardings, and surprise exercises around
Taiwan. Drones have become a key component of
these operations, prompting Taiwan to integrate anti-
drone drills, including night shooting exercises, into its
military preparedness. [Focus Taiwan] [Military.com]
[Reuters] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Defense Innovation Office to
integrate Al, expand drone capabilities

(acl) On October 9, a defense official announced that
Taiwan's Defense Innovation Office (DIO) is developing
plans to integrate Al into military operations and
procure drones and counter-unmanned aircraft
systems (C-UAS), with several small-scale procurement
projects planned for next year.

The Ministry of National Defense released its 2025
National Defense Report the same day, identifying the
DIO as a key channel for sourcing private-sector
technologies for military use. Shih Chi-liang, an official
from the ministry’'s Department of Integrated
Assessment, said the office has established
“diversified” procurement channels for drones and C-
UAS systems and is coordinating with military units to
assess needs before launching new initiatives.

Shih added that the office is developing prototypes for
three Al projects—an automatic identification system
for satellite imagery, an augmented-reality combat
system, and an intelligent warehouse management
system. Contractors have been selected, and prototype
development is set to begin next year, alongside small-
batch purchases of fiber-optic equipment, unmanned
aerial systems, light weapons, C-UAS systems, and fire-
control systems.

The report also noted Taiwan'’s limited counter-drone
capabilities, with the military still relying on flare guns
and rifles as drone-jamming systems “have yet to be
procured.” Ministry of National Defense spokesperson
Sun Li-fang said the ministry is reviewing rapidly
evolving C-UAS technologies to determine the most
effective systems for Taiwan’s defense needs. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Defense minister reaffirms plan
to raise defense spending to 5 percent of
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GDP

(yl/acl) Taiwan’s Defense Minister Wellington Koo has
reaffirmed that the government remains committed to
President Lai Ching-te's goal of gradually raising
defense spending to 5 percent of GDP, following
remarks by a U.S. Pentagon nominee supporting
President Donald Trump's proposal for a 10 percent
target.

At a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing, John
Noh, nominee for assistant secretary of defense for
Indo-Pacific security affairs, said he “strongly supports”
Trump's call for Taiwan to spend “upwards of 10
percent” given the growing threat from China’s
People's Liberation Army. Koo responded that Taiwan's
defense budget is based on its threat environment and
focuses on asymmetric warfare, resilience, reserve
readiness, and countering gray-zone coercion.
[Reuters]

Taiwan's defense budget for 2026 is projected to
exceed 3 percent of GDP, with the 5 percent goal to be
reached in stages, Koo said, noting that fiscal capacity
and long-term capability-building will guide future
increases. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Daily China-attributed
cyberattacks reported

(dqgl) Taiwan's National Security Bureau (NSB) reported
that the Government Service Network has faced over
2.8 million cyberattacks per day on average so far in
2025, targeting critical infrastructure, national defense,
foreign affairs, and government cooperation projects.
The NSB attributed the attacks to Chinese actors
seeking sensitive information and attempting to
manipulate key systems.

In addition, Taiwan's intelligence agencies detected
over 1.5 million pieces of disinformation circulated via
more than 10,800 abnormal online accounts.
According to the NSB, many of these accounts,
disguised as forums or social media profiles, amplified
content to create internal discord, favor China, and
sow distrust toward the United States.

The NSB also noted that 24 individuals—including 13
current or retired military officers—were indicted for
espionage in the first nine months of 2025. Many cases
involved attempts by former officers to recruit active
personnel to obtain classified government information.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ny/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-nj/

Chinese cyber operations reportedly combine covert
infiltration with political manipulation, leveraging both
state resources and public actors to undermine public
trust and influence domestic affairs. With local
elections scheduled for 2026, the NSB warned that
such interference is likely to intensify, pledging
heightened monitoring to safeguard the electoral
process. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Naval officer indicted for leaking
missile manuals to Chinese agent

(yl) Prosecutors have indicted a naval officer for selling
sensitive operational manuals of the domestically
produced Hsiung Feng Il anti-ship missiles to a Chinese
intelligence agent. According to the Taichung District
Prosecutors Office, the officer who served in the Navy's
Hai Feng Brigade, received NTD 38,000 (USD 1,220) for
photographing and sending the manuals to a Chinese
woman believed to be affiliated with China’s Armed
Police Force.

A former officer was also charged under the National
Security Act for facilitating the connection and acting
as an intermediary.

Prosecutors said that although the materials were not
classified, their disclosure posed a risk to national
security and morale within one of Taiwan's most
sensitive military units. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News 1]

In a separate case, prosecutors have charged a former
representative of a Taiwanese airline in China with
attempting to bribe a government official to obtain
confidential information for Beijing. According to the
Taiwan High Prosecutors Office, the suspect, allegedly
worked with Chinese intelligence agencies between
2012 and 2014. He reportedly offered an official from
the Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) NTD 100,000 (USD
3,250) in exchange for access to confidential reports
from external research institutes commissioned by the
MAC.

The alleged plot failed after the official rejected the
bribe and reported the approach to authorities. The
Ministry of Justice Investigation Bureau'’s national
security unit then searched Chiao’s residence,
examined his electronic devices, and summoned him
for questioning.

Prosecutors said that while in Sichuan Province,
Chinese officials had also instructed the suspect to
recruit other Taiwanese citizens to collect sensitive
information. He allegedly contacted a former
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classmate and offered money and free overseas trips
in exchange for defense-related intelligence, though
these efforts were unsuccessful. [Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan: Navy launches five-day Sea Power
Exercise

(dqgl) Taiwan's Navy launched a five-day Sea Power
Exercise on October 13 in waters surrounding the
island, aiming to strengthen joint operational
readiness and maritime defense capabilities.

The drills involve joint interception, tactical maneuvers,
aerial refueling, and partial live-fire missions, alongside
anti-submarine exercises using P-3C patrol aircraft and
S-70C helicopters near Kaohsiung and Pingtung.
Training will take place across four designated
maritime zones south of Penghu, northeast of Keelung,
west of Kaohsiung, and northwest of Penghu, with
firing altitudes capped between 1,000 and 25,000 feet.

The Coast Guard Administration is also participating to
test its wartime transition capability, deploying Anping-
class patrol vessels modeled on the Navy's Tuo Chiang-
class corvette. These ships, normally equipped with
Sea Oryx rockets, can be refitted with Hsiung Feng anti-
ship missiles in wartime, underscoring Taiwan's
strategy of civil-military integration in coastal defense.
[Taiwan News 1]

In a separate move, the Navy plans to ship
components of its ship-launched Harpoon anti-ship
missiles to the United States for maintenance,
allocating NTD 870 million (USD 28.45 million) for the
work next year. Due to the missiles’' complex systems,
repairs will be conducted by Boeing, the original
manufacturer.

Taiwan currently operates three Harpoon variants—
air-launched versions on F-16 fighters and P-3C patrol
aircraft, submarine-launched missiles on Hai Lung-
class submarines, and ship-launched systems
deployed across multiple naval vessels.

In addition, Taipei has procured 100 land-launched
Harpoon systems, with 32 units expected by 2026 and
the remaining 68 by 2028. The Haifeng Squadron has
already received several launcher and radar vehicles
for training. Once all systems are operational, Taiwan
will field four Harpoon variants, significantly enhancing
its multi-domain maritime strike capability amid
growing cross-strait security tensions. [Taiwan News 2]
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Bangladesh: Reform blueprint to be
signed on October 17 amid dispute over
referendum timing and electoral reform

(Im) Bangladesh’s National Consensus Commission will
go ahead with the October 17 signing of the July
National Charter, a landmark reform blueprint marking
the country’s first unified political agreement since the
July 2024 uprising. However, major divisions remain
over when and how to hold the national referendum
that will ratify the charter and over proposed changes
to the electoral system itself.

The commission’s final version of the charter, to be
distributed to political parties this week, includes 84
reform proposals covering constitutional, judicial, and
administrative restructuring but excludes a detailed
implementation roadmap, which will be submitted
separately to the interim government later. Officials
said the text remains largely unchanged from the
September draft, aside from minor linguistic
adjustments. [The Daily Star 1]

The referendum dispute has split the country’s major
political forces. The Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), the main opposition force and long-standing
rival of the ousted Awami League, wants the vote held
together with the February 2026 general election,
arguing that simultaneous polls would lower costs and
improve turnout. In contrast, Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh'’s main Islamist party and a former BNP
ally, and the National Citizen Party (NCP), a student-led
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group formed from the 2024 mass uprising, insist the
referendum be conducted before the polls, ideally in

November 2025, to secure public endorsement of the
reform blueprint before a new government is elected.

Reinforcing this position, Jamaat's Nayeb-e-Ameer Syed
Abdullah Mohammad Taher recently told the Election
Commission that the referendum and general election
must be held separately, saying they were “entirely
different in nature.” He warned that holding both votes
together would make political parties focus on winning
rather than reform. Jamaat also proposed adopting a
proportional representation system to replace the
current first-past-the-post model, arguing that it would
curb ballot manipulation and increase fairness. The
Election Commission reportedly indicated that it could
implement separate schedules if the government so
decided. [The Daily Star 2]

The commission, whose mandate expires on October
15, has debated whether the next parliament should
temporarily function as a Constitution Reform
Assembly for up to 120 days to enact the charter’s
amendments before resuming its normal duties. Legal
advisers cautioned that implementing the referendum
via temporary ordinance could create constitutional
ambiguity and recommended issuing a Special July
Charter Implementation Order from the president to
ensure legal clarity. [The Daily Star 3] [The Daily Star 4]

Bangladesh: Islamist bloc intensifies
nationwide reform drive, accuses interim
advisers of bias ahead of 2026 elections

(Im) Bangladesh’s Islamist parties have expanded their
coordinated campaign for constitutional reform and a
February 2026 general election based on the July
National Charter, while the Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
— the country’s largest Islamist party — has escalated
criticism of the interim government'’s advisory council,
accusing some advisers of manipulating the transition
to favor a preferred political force.

The confrontation has unfolded through a series of
synchronized demonstrations across Dhaka and other
cities. On October 14, seven Islamist and conservative
parties, including Jamaat-e-Islami, Islami Andolon
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Khelafat Majlish, Khelafat
Maijlis, Nezam-e-Islam Party, JAGPA, and Bangladesh
Khelafat Andolon, held simultaneous protests in the
capital as part of a renewed “simultaneous movement”
campaign. Protesters demanded that the next
parliamentary election be held in February 2026 on the
legal foundation of the July Charter, endorsed through
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a public referendum, and that the proportional
representation system proposed in the charter be
implemented to replace the current first-past-the-post
model. [The Daily Star 1]

Parallel rallies took place in Motijheel, Shahbagh,
Paltan, and Banglamotor, and the parties pledged to
extend demonstrations to other divisional and district
cities. Their core demands include a level electoral
playing field, prosecution of what they describe as
systematic abuses and corruption under the former
Awami League government, and a ban on the Jatiya
Party and the 14-party alliance, which they accuse of
entrenching authoritarian rule.

At a major student and youth rally in Khulna, Jamaat's
leadership alleged that certain interim advisers were
engaging in “political engineering” to steer the
transition process, including the implementation of the
July Charter, in favor of specific factions. Jamaat's five-
point reform platform also calls for a referendum-
based approval of the new electoral system, stronger
anti-corruption measures, and equal campaign
conditions for all parties.

Jamaat has sought to frame its movement as part of a
broader “revolution for good governance,” with leaders
pledging to pursue education reform, an anti-
corruption campaign, and governance rooted in
Islamic principles if elected. Party figures also vowed to
forgo state privileges such as official housing and
vehicles as a demonstration of integrity.

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and other
opposition actors have expressed skepticism, viewing
Jamaat's mobilization as a potential tactic to delay the
electoral timeline rather than accelerate reform.
Nonetheless, the scale and coordination of the
protests signal that Islamist parties are reemerging as
a collective force capable of reshaping Bangladesh'’s
political landscape in the run-up to the 2026 elections.
[Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Former prime minister and
senior officials face war crimes and
corruption indictments

(Im) Bangladesh's former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and several top officials from her 2009-2024
administration have been charged in two major legal
actions — one for crimes against humanity and
another for large-scale corruption — marking a
dramatic escalation of the country’s post-transition
accountability drive.
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The International Crimes Tribunal (ICT), a special
domestic court originally established to prosecute
atrocities from the 1971 Liberation War, has formally
indicted 28 individuals, including Hasina, former Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and 25 current
and former military officers, in three landmark cases
alleging enforced disappearances, secret detention,
torture, and extrajudicial killings during Hasina's 15-
year rule, which came to a close in August of last year.
The move marks the first time in Bangladesh's history
that serving military officers have been indicted in a
civilian court for crimes against humanity.

Two of the cases concern alleged operations by the
Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI) and
the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) — elite security
agencies long accused by rights groups of running
secret detention sites. Prosecutors say detainees were
tortured with electrocution and mutilation, and that
bodies were secretly buried or dumped in rivers. The
tribunal formally recognized the notorious “Ayna Ghar”
(Mirror House) — also known as the Task Force for
Interrogation (TFI) Cell) — as a codename for one such
RAB facility used for unlawful interrogations.

A third case targets former Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) and police officers accused of killing at least 28
civilians in Rampura during the July 2024 uprising,
when security forces allegedly opened fire on unarmed
protesters. Among those charged are Maj Gen (retd)
Tarique Ahmed Siddique, Hasina's former defense and
security adviser; five former DGFI chiefs; five former
heads of its Counter-Terrorism and Intelligence Bureau
(CTIB); and three former RAB directors-general,
including Benazir Ahmed. The tribunal has issued
arrest warrants for all accused and set October 22 for
the next hearing. [The Daily Star 1]

ICT Chief Prosecutor Tajul Islam said that 15 serving
officers currently in military custody must be brought
before the court, stressing that the tribunal had not yet
been officially notified of their detention. He cited the
constitutional requirement that all detainees be
presented before a court within 24 hours of arrest.
[The Daily Star 2]

During his closing arguments in Hasina's case, Tajul
described the Awami League’s 2009-2024 rule as an
authoritarian regime characterized by systemic
repression, torture, and impunity, arguing that the
2024 uprising was the result of years of state violence.
Tribunal judges reminded the prosecution that
individuals, not political parties, are on trial, though
they accepted that contextual background helps
explain alleged motives and institutional patterns. [The
Daily Star 3]
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In a parallel development, the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) filed a separate case against Hasina,
seven ex-ministers, and nine senior officials over
alleged irregularities in a 2016 toll collection contract
for the Meghna-Gomti Bridge, which reportedly
caused BDT 3.09 billion (USD 26.3 million) in state
losses. Investigators said the contract was awarded
through a non-competitive tender that bypassed
standard procurement procedures, with the operator
receiving BDT 4.89 billion (USD 41.6 million) — far
above comparable service rates. [The Daily Star 4]

Meanwhile, former cultural affairs minister
Asaduzzaman Noor, already detained for his alleged
role in a 2024 murder during the uprising, was denied
bail in a related graft case involving BDT 53.7 million
(USD 456,000) in unexplained assets and BDT 1.59
billion (USD 13.5 million) in suspicious transactions
across 19 bank accounts. [The Daily Star 5]

Bangladesh: Reform tensions deepen as
student-led party accuses interim
government of self-interest

(Im) Bangladesh's post-uprising political transition is
entering a more contentious phase, with the National
Citizenship Party (NCP) — a student-led party rooted in
the 2024 uprising that ousted longtime Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's government in August of that year—
accusing members of the interim government of
betraying the reformist ideals that brought them to
power. The dispute has become the latest flashpoint in
the broader struggle between the student-led reform
bloc and the technocratic advisers who dominate the
current administration.

At a teachers’ protest in Dhaka, NCP senior joint
convener Samantha Sharmin accused the government
of prioritizing personal gain while neglecting the
education sector, claiming that “every adviser has
already secured their future.” She criticized the
reported plan to spend BDT 3 billion (USD 24.6 million)
on ministry vehicles while refusing to raise teachers’
salaries or allowances, describing the neglect of
Monthly Pay Order (MPO)-listed teachers as the
“gravest damage” to the education system. Her
remarks echoed earlier statements by NCP leader
Nahid Islam, who has repeatedly accused several
advisers of self-enrichment and political opportunism
[see AiR No. 40, October/2025, 1]. [The Daily Star 1]

Responding to the allegations, Environment and Water
Resources Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan rejected
claims of internal division or plans by advisers to leave
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the country, calling the accusations unfounded. She
emphasized that the interim administration will remain
in charge until the February 2026 general elections,
reaffirming its commitment to judicial reform and
electoral preparation. Rizwana insisted that the
government maintains functional relations with all
political parties, including the NCP, and described the
national situation as stable. [The Daily Star 2] [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Election Commission upholds
ban on student reform party’s ‘water lily’
symbol

(Im) Bangladesh's Election Commission (EC) has
reaffirmed that it cannot authorize any electoral
symbol outside its officially approved list, effectively
upholding its earlier decision to reject the National
Citizen Party's (NCP) proposed shapla (water lily)
emblem. Chief Election Commissioner AMM Nasir
Uddin said that the EC must operate strictly within the
framework of existing election laws and that no
exceptions will be made, emphasizing that the NCP —
a student-led reform movement that emerged from
the 2024 uprising — is aware of these procedural
limits. [The Daily Star 1]

The dispute stems from the EC's previous rejection of
the shapla symbol, which the Commission ruled too
similar to the insignia of the Directorate General of
Forces Intelligence (DGFI), the military's intelligence
agency. Under the Election Conduct Rules of 2008,
parties must select symbols from an approved list of
fifty, and shapla is not among them. The EC has
instructed the NCP to choose an alternative symbol if it
wishes to contest the February 2026 general election.
NCP leaders have denounced the restriction as
politically motivated, arguing that shapla became a
historic emblem of the 2024 student movement that
ended the Awami League's rule. [AIR No. 40,
October/2025, 1]

In parallel, the EC announced that it will re-verify
information submitted by ten additional political
parties seeking registration, citing incomplete and
inconsistent field reports from district and sub-district
offices. The new verification will determine whether
these parties — including the Bangladesh Ganatantrik
Party, Bangladesh Justice and Development Party, and
Bhasani Janashakti Party — meet the legal
requirements for participation in the February 2026
general election. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Meanwhile, the interim government is preparing a
broad election security plan. Home Adviser Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury said individuals who held key roles in
the past three elections will be excluded from major
responsibilities this time to safeguard neutrality.
Roughly 150,000 police officers, 585,000 members of
the Ansar and Village Defense Party (VDP), 33,000
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) troops, and 80,000
military personnel will be deployed nationwide, with
CCTV coverage at sensitive polling centers. Chowdhury
dismissed speculation about “safe exits” for advisers,
affirming that all legal processes — including military-
related cases — will proceed transparently.

Chowdhury dismissed speculation about political
instability or “safe exits” for advisers, saying all actions
will follow due legal process, including cases involving
detained army officers. The developments underscore
how symbol disputes and security preparations are
unfolding in parallel as Bangladesh’s interim
administration seeks to balance political reform with
electoral stability in the run-up to the 2026 polls. [The
Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Government to merge two
health divisions to fix management
inefficiencies

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government is moving to
merge the Health Services Division and the Medical
Education and Family Welfare Division under the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, reversing a 2017
restructuring that officials say created overlapping
responsibilities and weakened service delivery.

The merger has been cleared by the ministry and will
be reviewed by the pre-National Implementation
Committee for Administrative Reforms (pre-NICAR)
before final approval. No new secretary has been
appointed to the Medical Education and Family
Welfare Division since the previous one retired in late
August, as the government prepares to consolidate
management under a single structure.

The merger follows a broader administrative
streamlining effort, including the recent unification of
two divisions under the Home Ministry, as part of
efforts to make Bangladesh's interim administration
more functional ahead of the 2026 general elections.
[The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Court acquits all accused in
2010 student political violence case

(Im A local court in Bangladesh has acquitted all 105
surviving members of Jamaat-e-Islami and its student
wing Islami Chhatra Shibir—a conservative Islamist
party and its affiliated student organization—in
connection with a 2010 killing during campus clashes
at Rajshahi University, citing insufficient evidence. Nine
of the 114 accused had died during the 15-year trial.

The Rajshahi Metropolitan Sessions Judge Court ruled
that prosecutors failed to prove their case, with only 25
of the accused present when the verdict was delivered.
The case arose from violent confrontations between
Islami Chhatra Shibir and the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), the student wing of the then-ruling
Awami League, which left one BCL member dead.

Police later charged 114 individuals, including senior
Jamaat leaders Matiur Rahman Nizami, Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mujahid, and Delwar Hossain Sayedee, all
of whom were later executed in separate war crimes
cases. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Journalist placed on remand
in anti-terror case; reporter assaulted by
police officer

(Im) A Dhaka court has placed a journalist under a
four-day remand in an anti-terrorism case linked to a
Bangladesh-origin U.S. citizen accused of plotting to
overthrow the interim government. The case, filed in
mid-September under the Anti-Terrorism Act, led to
multiple arrests and extended interrogations.
Authorities said the detainee was an associate of the
primary suspect, who remains in custody alongside
another aide. [The Daily Star 1]

In a separate incident in Chattogram, a television
reporter and a cameraman were allegedly assaulted
and briefly detained by a senior police officer while
reporting at Khulshi Police Station. The officer denied
using force, saying the journalists were recording
interviews without authorization. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Interim government merges
five Islamic banks into new state-run
lender amid financial crisis
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(mon) Bangladesh'’s interim government has approved
the merger of five crisis-hit Shariah-based banks into a
single state-owned Islamic financial institution, in
response to severe solvency and governance failures
across the sector. The decision was made at an
Advisory Council meeting chaired by Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, where officials confirmed that the
move is intended to restore financial stability and
protect depositors.

The merged institutions — First Security Islami Bank,
Global Islami Bank, Union Bank, EXIM Bank, and Social
Islami Bank — will form a new entity tentatively named
Inter United Islami Bank or Sammilito Islami Bank
Limited. The bank will start with an authorized capital
of BDT 400 billion (USD 3.34 billion) and a paid-up
capital of BDT 350 billion (USD 2.92 billion). The
government will provide BDT 200 billion (USD 1.67
billion), while the rest will come from institutional
deposits converted into equity through a bail-in
process, according to the official announcement.

Government sources said forensic audits revealed non-
performing loans exceeding 90 percent at all five
banks, with some reaching 97 percent, prompting the
decision to consolidate them under the Bank
Resolution Ordinance 2025. The new institution will be
fully state-owned during the initial phase, with a plan
for gradual privatization within five years once financial
stability is achieved.

Officials confirmed that no employees or depositors
will lose their jobs or savings, and that depositors
closing accounts may withdraw up to BDT 200,000
(USD 1,700) immediately, while larger amounts will be
disbursed in installments to preserve liquidity.

To strengthen depositor security, the Advisory Council
also approved a Depositor Protection Ordinance,
creating a guarantee fund at the Bangladesh Bank to
protect small accounts in the event of future bank
failures. The fund will be financed through
contributions from commercial banks. [The Daily Star]
[BSS News]

Bangladesh: Government launches plan to
connect all economic zones by rail,
prioritizing five flagship sites

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government has announced
an integrated transport initiative to establish railway
connectivity to all national economic zones (EZs),
beginning with the National Special Economic Zone in
Mirsarai, Chittagong.
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Officials confirmed that the Bangladesh Economic
Zones Authority (BEZA) is developing a two-year
master plan linking EZs to the country's rail, road, and
port networks. The initiative will initially prioritize five
fully operational zones — Mirsarai, Sylhet, Jamalpur,
Maheshkhali, and the Japanese Economic Zone — to
ensure effective delivery before scaling up nationwide.

The Mirsarai zone, Bangladesh's largest public-sector
industrial hub spanning roughly 30,000 acres, will
serve as the pilot site for direct rail access. BEZA
projects that the five priority zones could attract
around USD 5.5 billion (BDT 730 billion) in investment
and create over 200,000 jobs once fully operational.

The plan marks a shift from the previous
administration’s target of establishing 100 zones by
2025 to a more phased, results-oriented approach,
focusing on infrastructure readiness and investor
confidence. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Former military officers, hill
region leaders call for reassessment of
peace accord

(Im) Former military officers and community
representatives from Bangladesh’s southeastern hill
region have called for a comprehensive reassessment
of the 1997 Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord,
arguing that the agreement has failed to secure lasting
stability or equitable development nearly three
decades after its signing.

The group warned that the peace process remains
narrowly focused on a few Indigenous communities,
while excluding others—such as smaller hill tribes and
Bengali settlers—who also play a crucial role in the
region’s social and political landscape. They said this
limited approach has allowed grievances, land
disputes, and local factionalism to persist, leaving the
area vulnerable to renewed unrest and foreign
influence, particularly from India.

Speakers stressed that several provisions of the accord
may be constitutionally inconsistent and that
implementation has been uneven, with development
funds often failing to reach local populations. They
urged Dhaka to adopt a more inclusive and civilian-led
framework, ensuring that governance, land
management, and economic planning in the hill
districts involve all affected groups rather than
remaining dominated by military and elite political
actors.
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Observers noted that these calls come amid rising
ethnic and political sensitivities in the lead-up to
national elections, recalling patterns of disinformation
and violence seen during previous crises in the hill
region. Analysts warned that the absence of reform
could deepen local alienation and invite external
manipulation, undermining both domestic security and
Bangladesh'’s broader regional stability. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government reports
improving security as rights watchdog
warns of deepening law-and-order crisis

(Im) Bangladesh's interim authorities and civil society
have issued sharply contrasting assessments of the
country’s security and human rights situation as the
February 2026 general election approaches.

Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury told reporters at the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Headquarters that the overall law-and-order
situation had improved significantly, with crimes, flash
processions, and attacks on police declining across the
country. He said a recent large-scale police operation
that detained more than 250 individuals had helped
deter unrest and that the upcoming election period
would be “peaceful and festive” if all actors, including
citizens and political parties, play their part.
Chowdhury added that isolated incidents, such as a
recent attack on police in Narsingdi, did not reflect a
broader trend of instability. [The Daily Star 1]

His comments came just as a Dhaka-based human
rights institute, Sapran (Shokol Praner Nirapotta),
released a report warning of a sharp rise in mob
killings, extrajudicial executions, and vigilante violence
since the July 2024 uprising, which toppled the
previous government. The report, covering August
2024 to July 2025, recorded at least 111 deaths in mob
attacks, 195 lynchings, 35 extrajudicial killings, and
nearly 2,900 murders nationwide, along with hundreds
of assaults on journalists and children.

Researchers attributed the surge to institutional
collapse in law enforcement and judicial accountability,
noting that citizens increasingly turn to mob justice
and online vigilantism amid a loss of confidence in the
formal justice system. Experts said the governance
vacuum in the early months of the interim
administration created space for hate-fueled violence,
often amplified by misinformation and weak online
content moderation.
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Speakers at the report's launch called for urgent
institutional and judicial reform, a truth and
accountability mechanism to address past
disappearances and political killings, and stronger
minority protections to restore public trust. [The Daily
Star 2]

Bangladesh: Police disperse Jatiya Party
gathering in Dhaka citing lack of
permission

(Im) Police in Dhaka used water cannons and sound
grenades on October 11 to disperse supporters of the
Jatiya Party, which served as the main opposition
during the final term of the Awami League government
(2019-2024), as they attempted to hold a gathering
outside the party's central office in Kakrail. The crowd,
made up of several hundred activists, had assembled
despite police warnings that the event lacked prior
authorization. No casualties were reported, though the
confrontation caused brief panic among bystanders
and disrupted traffic in the area.

According to police officials, the party had not secured
formal permission for the rally and was obstructing
vehicular movement in a key commercial zone. Officers
later conducted patrols to maintain order. Jatiya Party
representatives countered that the event was peaceful
and pre-scheduled, accusing the authorities of
employing disproportionate force and politically
constraining opposition activity ahead of the 2026
general elections.

The Jatiya Party, originally founded by former military
ruler Hussain Muhammad Ershad, has long played a
balancing role in Bangladesh’s coalition politics—
alternating between alignment with the Awami League
and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Prison reform remains
stalled as overcrowding and delayed
justice persist

(Im) Bangladesh's prison system continues to face
severe overcrowding and systemic neglect, with nearly
79,000 inmates housed in facilities built for just over
43,000, according to official data. Despite being
officially designated as “correction centres,” the
country’s prisons remain largely punitive rather than
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rehabilitative, as over 70 percent of prisoners are still
awaiting trial, many for years without conviction.

Reports from rights groups describe cramped living
conditions, inadequate healthcare, and minimal access
to education or vocational training. Women inmates
face additional hardships such as limited maternal care
and lack of privacy, while children born in prison often
grow up without access to proper schooling. Legal
experts warn that prolonged pre-trial detention has
effectively turned incarceration itself into punishment.

The government has announced several reform
measures, including the draft Correction Services Act
2025 and plans to rename the prison system as
Correction Services Bangladesh to emphasize
rehabilitation. Authorities have also proposed a
correctional industrial park aimed at employing up to
50,000 inmates in vocational work to support
reintegration and family income.

However, human rights organizations such as the
Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) and
Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) argue that progress remains
largely on paper, stalled by bureaucratic inertia, limited
funding, and lack of political prioritization. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bhutan: New national strategy and
symposium highlight urgent mental
health challenges

(Im) Bhutan has placed mental health at the forefront
of its public health agenda with the launch of the
National Mental Health Strategy (1.0) 2025 and a series
of events and expert discussions calling for
compassion, early intervention, and stronger
community support. The new strategy comes amid
growing concern over rising anxiety, depression, and
suicide rates in the country.

According to the strategy, anxiety and depression
together account for about 55 percent of all reported
mental health conditions, with 2023 seeing 3,762
recorded cases of anxiety and 2,687 cases of
depression. Bhutan's suicide rate remains persistently
high at around 12 per 100,000 people, making suicide
the sixth leading cause of death nationally. Substance
and alcohol-related disorders are also increasing,
particularly among young people. [Kuensel 1]

The strategy outlines four priorities: improving
coordination and governance of mental health policy,
strengthening prevention and early intervention,
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expanding access to community-based treatment and
rehabilitation, and building national data and research
capacity. It seeks to decentralize mental health care
beyond the capital, where specialized services are
currently concentrated, and to integrate mental health
into schools, workplaces, and local health systems.
[Kuensel 2]

Speakers at the symposium emphasized that Bhutan's
small psychiatric workforce—fewer than ten
psychiatrists and around 27 counsellors nationwide—
limits access to treatment, particularly outside
Thimphu. They urged collective responsibility from
families, schools, and communities to recognize early
warning signs, reduce stigma, and provide crisis
support.

A major focus was placed on youth mental health, with
experts warning that many psychological conditions
originate in early childhood and are linked to parenting
quality and caregiving environments. At the Third
PEMA Symposium, clinicians presented case studies
showing how neglect, screen overexposure, and family
separation contribute to long-term mental health
problems. They argued that timely intervention and
parental education are essential to break what they
described as an “intergenerational cycle” of mental
distress. [Kuensel 3]

Bhutan: Trade deficit widens despite
strong export growth

(Im) Bhutan's trade figures for 2024 show a growing
imbalance between imports and exports, despite
notable gains in outbound trade. According to official
statistics, total exports—including electricity—rose by
18 percent from BTN 52.9 billion (USD 635 million) in
2023 to BTN 62.5 billion (USD 750 million) in 2024.
Imports, however, expanded by 12 percent to BTN
121.2 billion (USD 1.45 billion), widening the trade
deficit to nearly BTN 59 billion (USD 708 million)—
about 5.2 percent of gross domestic product, slightly
above the government's target ceiling of 5 percent.

The country's import bill continues to be driven by fuel,
food, and industrial inputs. Diesel and petrol
purchases together exceeded BTN 15 billion (USD 180
million), while rice imports reached BTN 2.9 billion
(USD 35 million). Growing consumer demand also
boosted imports of smartphones, computers, and
construction materials. Economists noted that this
reflects both rising household spending and Bhutan's
persistent structural dependency on foreign supplies.
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On the export side, diversification is progressing.
Exports excluding electricity reached BTN 43.4 billion
(USD 520 million)—more than double the 2020 level—
with silicon-based products, ferro-alloys, dolomite, and
cardamom among top earners. Electricity exports
remain a key contributor to Bhutan’s external
revenues, but non-hydropower sectors are gradually
increasing their share.

India remains Bhutan's dominant trading partner,
accounting for most imports and exports. Trade is also
expanding with Bangladesh, Singapore, South Korea,
and Thailand, indicating slow but steady diversification
in Bhutan's external economic relations. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Over 1,600 stimulus loan
applications rejected as banks approve
USD 7.16 million in business revival
funding

(Im) Bhutan's Economic Stimulus Program (ESP)—a
government initiative launched to support post-
pandemic business recovery and strengthen small and
medium enterprises through concessional financing—
has approved loans worth BTN 596.97 million (USD
7.16 million) through seven financial institutions. The
loans, issued under the Reinvigoration Fund (RGF),
were sanctioned for 147 applicants out of 278
submissions.

The Bhutan Development Bank (BDB) has rejected
more than 1,600 applications submitted under the
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), a government
initiative launched to revive post-COVID 19 pandemic
growth and support small and medium enterprises
through concessional financing. Rejections were
primarily due to poor Credit Information Bureau (CIB)
ratings, weak financial viability, incomplete
documentation, and inadequate project knowledge
among applicants.

The program offers two support options: Modality |,
providing a four percent annual interest subsidy on
existing loans for up to three years, and Modality Il,
offering concessional financing for new ventures. Of
the total approved amount, BTN 550.1 million (USD 6.6
million) was granted under Modality | and BTN 46.5
million (USD 558,000) under Modality Il.

Among financial institutions, the Bank of Bhutan
approved the highest amount, followed by Druk PNB
and Bhutan National Bank. The largest share of loans
went to the agriculture and livestock sector (35
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percent), followed by trade and services (30 percent),
manufacturing (20 percent), and tourism (15 percent).
[Kuensel 1]

At the same time, the Bhutan Development Bank (BDB)
reported rejecting over 1,600 ESP applications, mainly
due to low Credit Information Bureau ratings, weak
financial viability, incomplete documentation, or
limited project preparedness. By late September 2025,
the ESP Secretariat had received 3,969 loan
applications under its Credit Concession Line (CCL), of
which 2,313 projects worth BTN 3.07 billion (USD 36.8
million) were approved, 1,609 were declined, and 47
remained under review.

Some entrepreneurs whose applications were rejected
criticized the review process, citing inconsistencies and
collateral requirements despite the program being
advertised as collateral-free. The Royal Monetary
Authority said funds under the BTN 2 billion (USD 24
million) RGF were distributed among participating
banks based on credit demand and projected
economic impact. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Delay in completion of country’s
largest solar power plant due to monsoon
disruptions

(Im) The second phase of Bhutan's largest solar power
facility in Wangdue District will be delayed by about
one month beyond its original September 2025
completion target, the Ministry of Energy and Natural
Resources confirmed. The delay—linked to prolonged
monsoon rains, late equipment delivery, and limited
local photovoltaic expertise—will allow final integration
works with the first phase.

Once completed, the 5-megawatt-peak (MWp)
expansion will raise total capacity to 22.38 MWp. The
first phase, inaugurated in July 2025, has generated
3.66 gigawatt-hours (GWh) of electricity as of
September 30, earning BTN 13.79 million (USD
165,000).

Financed through a USD 10 million grant and an USD
8.26 million concessional loan from the Asian
Development Bank, along with USD 0.99 million in
government support, the project is Bhutan'’s first
utility-scale, grid-connected solar plant. When fully
operational, it is expected to produce 33 GWh
annually, reducing Bhutan's winter electricity imports
from India, which cost BTN 5.94 billion (USD 71 million)
in 2024.
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The project is part of Bhutan's plan to install 5
gigawatts (GW) of solar capacity by 2040, with

feasibility studies underway nationwide by the
Department of Energy and Druk Green Power
Corporation. [Kuensel]

India: Prime Minister Modi’s ruling BJP to
fight all 117 Punjab seats in 2027, ends
alliance era with local ally

(ms) Union Minister Ravneet Singh Bittu has confirmed
that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will contest all 117
assembly seats in Punjab’s 2027 elections
independently, closing the door on a possible reunion
with its former ally, the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD).
Speaking to reporters, Bittu said the BJP's stance is
“clear and final,” stressing that the party's state unit is
already preparing to fight across every constituency,
including the upcoming Tarn Taran bypoll, without
partners.

The declaration ends speculation about a
reconciliation with SAD, which quit the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in 2020 following protests
over the now-repealed farm laws. Once long-time
coalition partners, the BJP and SAD had ruled Punjab
together for a decade, balancing the BJP’s urban Hindu
base with the Akalis' rural Sikh support.

However, ties deteriorated sharply after the farm law
dispute and amid BJP criticism of SAD's record on
corruption, drug trafficking, and sacrilege cases. Bittu
said it would be “hypocrisy” to align again with those
the BJP had accused of betraying Punjab’s youth.

The move marks a major strategic shift for the BJP,
which won just two seats in the 2022 Punjab Assembly
election, while SAD slumped to three and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) swept to power with 92. The BJP
now aims to shed its image as a junior partner and
expand its reach beyond urban pockets into Punjab's
rural and agrarian heartland.

With AAP facing mounting governance challenges and
both Congress and SAD weakened, the BJP sees a solo
campaign as a chance to project itself as a fresh
alternative — though analysts note that winning over
Sikh-majority voters remains its toughest test yet.
[Hindustan Times]
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India: Senior Dalit police officer found
dead, sparks outrage over caste-based
discrimination

(ms) Senior Indian Police Service officer Y Puran Kumar
was found dead at his home in Chandigarh in an
apparent suicide that has sent shockwaves through
India’s law enforcement community.

An eight-page note reportedly recovered from the
scene accuses several senior Haryana Police officials —
including the state’s Director General of Police — of
harassment and caste-based discrimination. Kumar, a
2001-batch officer, described sustained humiliation
and professional obstruction by his superiors.

Authorities have launched a probe, with the Haryana
government placing the police chief on leave and
setting up a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to
examine the allegations.

Kumar's death has triggered outrage among Dalit
rights groups and civil society organizations, who are
demanding accountability and protection for
marginalized officers within India’s bureaucracy. His
death, they say, highlights the deep-rooted caste bias
that continues to pervade state institutions. [The India
Express]

India: Rupee nears record low as central
bank steps up defense amid investor
outflows

(Im) The Indian rupee continued to hover near its
record low in mid-October, with the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) actively intervening to prevent further
depreciation amid sustained external pressure and
capital outflows. The rupee closed at INR 88.78 per
USD, just shy of its lifetime low of INR 88.80, after
several sessions of persistent dollar selling by state-run
banks—moves widely believed to be on behalf of the
RBI.

Traders reported that the central bank has been
“strongly defending” the 88.80 level, conducting both
spot market interventions and buy/sell dollar-rupee
swaps with maturities through early 2027 to maintain
currency stability. The 1-year implied yield fell to 2.18
percent, its lowest since August, reflecting the RBI's
sustained presence in the market.

Pressure on the rupee has been fueled by U.S. trade
tariffs and tighter immigration policies, which have
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triggered foreign investor withdrawals from Indian
equities. In October alone, investors pulled nearly USD
600 million from local markets, bringing total year-to-
date outflows to over USD 18 billion.

The broader strength of the U.S. dollar—driven by
political uncertainty in France, a weakening euro, and
policy shifts in Japan—has compounded the rupee’s
challenges. The dollar index rose to 98.9, its highest in
two months, as the euro slipped to USD 1.16 and the
Japanese yen weakened to JPY 152.90 per USD.

However, large-scale inflows related to LG Electronics
India’s USD 1.3 billion initial public offering offered
limited short-term support to rupee liquidity, helping
steady swap rates. Analysts expect the RBI to continue
defending the rupee’s current band, balancing market
stability against global headwinds and persistent
demand for U.S. dollars from importers. [Reuters 1]
[Reuters 2]

India: USD 77 billion hydro plan launched
in reaction to China’s upstream dam

(ms) India’s power planning authority has announced a
INR 6.4 trillion (USD 77 billion) transmission program
to transport more than 76 gigawatts of hydroelectric
capacity from the Brahmaputra basin by 2047,
according to a report released by the Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) on October 13 2025.

The plan covers 208 large hydro projects across 12
sub-basins in the northeastern states, with 64.9 GW of
potential generation and an additional 11.1 GW from
pumped-storage plants. It will be implemented in two
phases: phase one through 2035 costing INR 1.91
trillion, and phase two through 2047 costing INR 4.52
trillion.

The Brahmaputra River—originating in Tibet, China,
where it is known as the Yarlung Zangbo, before
flowing through India and Bangladesh—represents
one of India’s richest hydro resources, particularly in
Arunachal Pradesh along the Chinese border. The
basin’s transboundary character and China'’s plans for
a large upstream dam have heightened India’s
concerns that dry-season water flows could fall by as
much as 85 percent on its side.

The CEA noted that the Brahmaputra basin spans parts
of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Sikkim, Mizoram,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland, and West Bengal,
containing over 80 percent of India’s remaining


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-qy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-qj/

untapped hydro potential, with Arunachal Pradesh
alone contributing 52.2 GW.

Major projects will be developed by central public-
sector utilities including NHPC Ltd, NEEPCO, and SJVN
Ltd, with several already under preparation. The
initiative supports India's broader energy transition
target of 500 GW of non-fossil power capacity by 2030
and achieving net-zero emissions by 2070. [Reuters]
[The Star]

India: Google launches USD 15 billion Al
data hub in Andhra Pradesh, its largest
outside the US

(ms) Google has announced plans to invest USD 15
billion (about INR 1.25 trillion) over the next five years
to establish a 1-gigawatt artificial intelligence (Al) and
data-center hub in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh —
its largest such project anywhere outside the United
States. The project was unveiled in New Delhi on
October 14 by Thomas Kurian, CEO of Google Cloud,
alongside senior Indian ministers and Andhra Pradesh
officials.

Kurian said the Visakhapatnam complex will serve as a
key global node for Google's expanding Al and cloud
network, eventually scaling to “multiple gigawatts” of
capacity. The investment surpasses earlier state
estimates of USD 10 billion, reflecting the company’s
expanded sustainability and long-term capacity goals.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
called the deal “a massive leap for our state’s digital
future,” while IT Minister Nara Lokesh described it as
the outcome of “a year of intense discussions and
relentless effort.” Union Ministers Nirmala Sitharaman
and Ashwini Vaishnaw also attended the signing
ceremony, hailing the project as a cornerstone of
India’s national “Al Vision.”

The new hub is part of a broader global race for Al
infrastructure, with Google planning USD 85 billion in
worldwide data-center spending during 2025.
Microsoft and Amazon have already invested heavily in
Indian cloud facilities, and OpenAl plans to open its
first India office later this year amid surging demand
from the country’'s 900 million internet users.

The Visakhapatnam campus will anchor Google's Asia-
Pacific expansion, complementing forthcoming centers
in Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand, and marks one of
the largest foreign direct investments in Andhra
Pradesh’s history, strengthening India’s strategic
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position in the global Al ecosystem. [CNBC] [Mint]
[NDTV]

India: Regulator to tap diaspora wealth by
easing overseas investment rules

(ms) India plans to simplify regulations for overseas
Indians investing in domestic equities, in a bid to
channel part of the diaspora'’s vast remittances into the
local stock market.

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is
working to make it easier for non-resident Indians
(NRIs) to open and maintain investment accounts
without needing to travel to India. SEBI chair Tuhin
Kanta Pandey described the initiative as an “urgent
goal,” noting that cumbersome know-your-customer
(KYC) requirements and frequent renewals have
deterred potential investors.

The regulator is coordinating with the Reserve Bank of
India and Aadhaar system operators to enable remote
verification through digital identity tools, making the
process fully accessible online.

The move comes amid slowing domestic investment
and record outflows from foreign portfolio investors,
who withdrew USD 2.7 billion in September alone.
Authorities hope to tap into the 35 million-strong
Indian diaspora, which sends home USD 135 billion in
remittances annually — the highest in the world — to
help deepen local capital markets.

Despite India’s rising investor base, only around 10
percent of households participate in equity markets,
mostly through mutual funds. With benchmark indices
flat this year, the reforms are seen as a way to attract
long-term diaspora capital and sustain market liquidity.

Analysts say the measure could strengthen India's
capital markets — provided the reforms are matched
by stronger returns and investor confidence. [Financial
Times]

India: Inflation at multi-year lows with
wholesale and retail prices ease sharply

(ms) India’s inflation indicators showed further signs of
easing in September 2025, with both wholesale and
retail prices falling to multi-year lows, reinforcing
expectations of a monetary policy rate cut by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in December.
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According to data from the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) inflation stood at 0.13 percent year-on-
year, down from 0.52 percent in August. The
moderation was driven by lower prices of food articles
and energy components, offset slightly by higher
manufacturing costs. Prices of vegetables declined
24.41 percent, pulses 17.19 percent, and onions 63.79
percent, while manufactured products rose 2.33
percent, supported by food processing, textiles, and
electrical equipment. On a month-on-month basis, WPI
slipped 0.19 percent, signaling easing input pressures
across key sectors.

Meanwhile, the Consumer Price Index (CPI), India’s
primary gauge for retail inflation, dropped to 1.54
percent, the lowest since June 2017, from 2.07 percent
in August, according to the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation. Rural inflation cooled to
1.07 percent, while urban inflation settled at 2.04
percent. Food inflation, measured by the Consumer
Food Price Index, remained in deflation for the fourth
straight month, at 2.28 percent, the lowest since
December 2018.

The twin decline in wholesale and retail inflation
highlights the impact of falling food and energy prices,
supported by favorable monsoon conditions and a
strong base effect. Analysts note that the subdued
inflation environment could give the RBI room to lower
policy rates by 25 basis points at its December review
to spur growth. The Union Bank of India projects WPI
inflation to remain around 0.5 percent for FY26,
assuming stable commodity prices and normal
weather conditions, while continued price moderation
is expected to support real GDP growth through
improved purchasing power and reduced cost
pressures. [Government of India] [Reuters] [The
Tribune]

India: Small steelmakers cut output amid
weak demand

(ms) India’s small and medium-sized steel producers
have reduced production by up to one-third as weak
demand, rising inventories, and falling prices continue
to squeeze margins. The contraction highlights a
slowdown in construction activity despite New Delhi’s
largest consumer-tax cuts in eight years, introduced in
September 2025 to stimulate growth and offset steep
U.S. tariffs on Indian exports.

India’'s economy expanded 7.8 percent in the April-
June 2025 quarter, outpacing forecasts, but the decline


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-al/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ar/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ay/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ay/

in steel consumption signals caution about whether
that pace can be sustained. Demand began weakening
in July 2025, a month after the start of the four-month
monsoon season, as heavy rains disrupted
construction projects that normally account for nearly
one-third of domestic steel use.

“Demand from construction has dried up,” said Adarsh
Garg, chairman of Jogindra Group, who reported
cutting output by around 30 percent. Producers such
as Enlight Metals and Bhagyalaxmi Rolling Mill cited
continuing weakness through at least December 2025,
with the Goods and Services Tax reductions on autos
and cement yet to revive consumption.

Domestic prices for hot-rolled coils fell to a six-month
low of INR 49,144 (USD 553.55) per ton in September
2025, according to commodities consultancy BigMint.
Rising input costs for iron ore and electricity have
added pressure, while prolonged rainfall delayed
purchases and construction restarts.

Small steel firms — which make up about 45 percent of
India’s roughly 200 million-ton annual capacity and
employ more than 1.5 million people — face the brunt
of the downturn. The weakness contrasts with 2024,
when strong demand led suppliers from China, Japan,
and South Korea to flood the Indian market, prompting
the government to impose a temporary import tariff in
April 2025.

Despite the near-term softness, the World Steel
Association projects India’s overall steel consumption
to rise by 9 percent in both 2025 and 2026, supported
by long-term infrastructure and housing projects. India
remains the world's second-largest producer, with
149.6 million tons of crude steel produced in 2024 — a
6.3 percent annual increase — and policymakers
expect capacity to reach 300 million tons by 2030
under the National Steel Policy 2017. [Reuters] [The
Economic Times] [The Hindu]

Maldives: Post-protest environment
unfolds under coordinated state response

(Im/ya) The aftermath of the opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party's (MDP) October 3 anti-corruption
rally in Malé has evolved under a closely coordinated
response by the ruling People’s National Congress
(PNC), which holds both the executive and a
supermajority in Parliament. Law enforcement,
administrative bodies, and parliamentary processes
have acted in alignment with the government’s


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-aj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-at/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-at/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ai/

approach to maintaining order and addressing political
dissent.

The Maldives Police Service has remained at the
forefront, arresting eight protesters after clashes broke
out when participants attempted to march beyond the
approved route. Six detainees — including former
lawmakers and local council officials — remain in
custody at Dhoonidhoo Jail, where they briefly
launched a hunger strike over alleged mistreatment
and denial of medical care. Parliament later rejected
an opposition motion alleging torture, with Speaker
Abdul Raheem Abdulla, a senior PNC figure, ruling that
the claims lacked evidentiary basis. [The Sun 1] [The
Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

At the same time, the scope of enforcement has
extended into the digital domain. Police initiated legal
action against individuals accused of inciting hatred or
sharing personal details of officers online. Two MDP
activists had their phones seized under court orders
for social media posts, including one allegedly calling
for violence against the president. Both devices were
later returned, but one activist reported that personal
videos from her phone were leaked after the seizure —
an allegation police denied, asserting that evidence-
handling protocols meet international standards. [The
Sun 4] [The Sun 5]

Moreover, criticism has mounted over apparent
inconsistencies in the state’s handling of online speech.
While police seized the phone of an MDP party official
under a court order linked to comments about pepper
spray ahead of a future rally, no immediate action
followed a viral post by a government supporter who
urged that protesters “be beaten down and shot.” After
public backlash, police announced that the individual
had been asked to appear for questioning, describing
the case as being in the early stages of investigation.
[the edition 1] [the edition 2]

Meanwhile, the MDP has accused the government of
disciplining civil servants who attended the rally,
alleging that some were dismissed or penalized for
participating in an unauthorized gathering. [The Sun 6]

Maldives: Tit-for-tat corruption
allegations deepen confrontation
between ruling party and opposition

(Im) An ongoing cycle of mutual corruption accusations
has deepened political polarization in the Maldives, as
the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC) — which
holds a supermajority in Parliament — and the
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opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) trade
allegations of graft, abuse of power, and policy
manipulation. The disputes now span two major
fronts: the government’s handling of social housing
projects and its use of corruption investigations
against former MDP officials.

At the center of the housing controversy, the MDP has
accused President Mohamed Muizzu's administration
of corruption, policy reversals, and mismanagement in
administering the Gedhoruveriyaa housing program —
a large-scale project launched under former President
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to deliver 4,000 affordable
flats in Hulhumalé. MDP lawmakers allege that the
government has undermined the project’s social
character by raising rent levels from the original MVR
8,000 (USD 520) for three-bedroom and MVR 6,000
(USD 390) for two-bedroom units to MVR 9,000 and
MVR 7,000, respectively, while adding new
maintenance fees and deposits. The opposition argues
that these changes effectively convert a welfare
scheme into a quasi-commercial model that grants
ownership only after 25 years of payments.

The MDP also filed an emergency motion in Parliament
alleging bribery and favoritism in the flat allocation
process, though it was dismissed by the PNC-
controlled chamber for lack of substantiated
evidence.These claims mirror earlier findings by the
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC), which in late 2023
halted the original handover process after detecting
irregularities that appeared to favor politically
connected groups. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Housing Minister Dr. Abdullah Muthalib has countered
that the current administration inherited systemic
flaws from the previous government and is now
working to “restore fairness and accountability” in the
housing system. Speaking at a press conference on
October 13, Muthalib vowed to end the illegal rental
and misuse of social housing flats — even if doing so
requires legislative changes. [The Sun 3]

He revealed that the Housing Development
Corporation (HDC) and the Fahi Dhiriulhun
Corporation (FDC) are conducting inspections in
Hulhumalé Phase | and Il after reports emerged of
Gedhoruveriyaa units being rented out for MVR
20,000-25,000 (USD 1,300-1,620) per month. He also
acknowledged that some couples had received dual
allocations — separate flats under different housing
schemes — and that the government had no legal
means to revoke these once signed under earlier
administrations. [The Sun 4] [The Sun 5] [The Sun 6]
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While defending its own integrity, the government has
simultaneously launched corruption inquiries targeting
key figures from the MDP era — prompting counter-
allegations of political persecution. Former President
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih and senior MDP leaders claim
that the government is using the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) to intimidate opposition figures and
manipulate oversight institutions under the ruling
party’s parliamentary dominance.

The ACC recently summoned four senior officials from
Solih's former cabinet — Fayyaz Ismail (former
economic minister and current MDP chairperson),
Ibrahim Ameer (former finance minister), Dr. Aishath
Ali (former education minister), and Ibrahim Riffath
(former attorney general) — for questioning over a
2019 compensation settlement involving Swift
Engineering, a private contractor linked to Saudhulla
Hilmy, a PNC lawmaker.

According to the ACC, the committee led by Fayyaz
approved an improper settlement that granted the
company undue benefit and caused losses to the state.
The accused ministers reject the allegations, arguing
that the agreement was lawful and made in the public
interest. Swift Engineering has also defended itself,
saying it accepted project awards instead of cash
payouts for six canceled contracts — a structure it
claims reduced fiscal exposure for the government.
[the edition 1]

Fayyaz has denounced the probe as “baseless,” while
Ameer accused investigators of “framing people
unfairly” to curry favor with the ruling party. Solih
warned that the ACC's work has become
“indistinguishable from partisan politics,” eroding
institutional independence and the rule of law. [the
edition 2] [The Sun 7] [The Sun 8] [The Sun 9] [The Sun
10]

Maldives: Ex-President Yameen and
former allies intensify criticism of
government

(ya/lm) Former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul
Gayoom and his one-time home minister Umar Naseer
have intensified criticism of President Mohamed
Muizzu's administration, accusing it of corruption,
weak accountability, and misplaced priorities. The
attacks mark a notable escalation within the same
political camp that once governed under Yameen and
helped propel Muizzu to power.
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Speaking at a town hall meeting organized by his
People’s National Front (PNF), Yameen claimed that the
Maldives needs a “strong earthquake” to eliminate
entrenched corruption. He accused senior officials of
failing to disclose their financial assets and questioned
the credibility of the Auditor General's Office, arguing
that there is no policy in place to verify lawmakers'
declarations. Yameen also called for greater judicial
transparency, urging that judges be required to
publish financial declarations to reveal possible
external influence. [The Sun 1]

At the same event, Yameen turned his criticism to
governance priorities, alleging that the administration’s
focus on large-scale land reclamation and construction
projects had come at the expense of basic public
services. Referring to the ongoing medicine shortage,
he said the crisis demonstrated “a lack of compassion”
and accused the State Trading Organization (STO)—
formerly responsible for importing medicines—of
failing to intervene when private pharmacies stopped
stocking unprofitable drugs. He further suggested that
the STO might be facing foreign exchange shortages or
operating under political influence rather than public
need. [The Sun 2]

Yameen's renewed attacks on corruption and
mismanagement carry an ironic undertone. His own
presidency was overshadowed by the MMPRC graft
scandal, in which millions of U.S. dollars in state funds
were siphoned off through tourism lease deals.
Although his convictions were later overturned, he
remains on trial in one related case. Yameen continues
to deny wrongdoing, maintaining that the transfers in
question were legitimate political donations.

Meanwhile, in a separate televised interview, former
Home Minister Umar Naseer — who resigned from
Yameen's cabinet in 2015 after policy disputes —
delivered a parallel critique of the broader political
establishment. He accused both the ruling People’s
National Congress (PNC) and the opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) of governing for partisan gain
rather than public interest. Naseer alleged that
successive administrations have distributed contracts,
land, and state jobs to party loyalists, overstaffed
public institutions, and perpetuated corruption
through political patronage.

He also criticized what he described as a policy
convergence between the PNC and the MDP on major
national issues, including the presence of Indian
military personnel and the management of state-
owned enterprises. [The Sun 2]
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Maldives: Ruling party blocks president’s
nominee for tax tribunal as two others
appointed

(Im) In an unexpected development, the People’s
National Congress (PNC) — the ruling party led by
President Mohamed Muizzu — voted against the
president’'s own nominee, former Supreme Court
Justice Mahaz Ali Zahir, for appointment to the Tax
Appeal Tribunal, despite his topping the Judiciary
Committee’s evaluation with 97 out of 100 points. [The
Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Mahaz, long seen as a close ally of the administration,
was rejected in a 41-4 vote, marking a sharp reversal
from just months earlier, when the same PNC-
controlled Parliament had backed his dismissal from
the Supreme Court following a Judicial Service
Commission (JSC) probe into alleged misconduct. That
investigation, widely criticized by international
observers, was viewed as part of a broader effort by
the government to reshape the judiciary in its favor.

Following Mahaz's rejection, Parliament approved two
other nominees—Ibrahim Afeef and Shaufa Ibrahim—
to fill the vacant seats. Afeef was unanimously
endorsed as a general member, while Shaufa, a legal
professional, will serve as the tribunal’s legal
representative. Both appointments were formally
confirmed by the president on October 8, completing
the seven-member panel that adjudicates tax-related
disputes. [The Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

Maldives: President revises southern city
referendum questions, limits vote to
creation of separate local councils

(ya) President Mohamed Muizzu has amended the
format of the upcoming Addu City referendum,
removing the option for residents of Hulhudhoo and
Meedhoo to vote on forming a joint council. Under a
new presidential decree issued on October 12, voters
in each island will now be asked only whether they
wish to establish their own separate council. The
change replaces an earlier decree from October 6,
which had included two questions for Hulhudhoo and
Meedhoo—one on forming separate councils and
another on establishing a joint one.

Under the revised format, residents in Hulhudhoo,
Meedhoo, and Feydhoo will each vote on whether to
create a separate island council. Hulhudhoo and
Meedhoo are neighboring islands at the southern tip
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of Addu Atoll, the southernmost atoll of the Maldives,
which have historically shared administrative
functions. Feydhoo, located closer to the city center, is
one of the more densely populated districts in the
atoll. President Muizzu stated that the government will
remain neutral and implement whichever outcome the
majority supports, emphasizing that “there is no
particular outcome preferred by the government.”

The decision has sparked debate within the region,
where Ahmed Azaan Marzooq, a ruling People’s
National Congress (PNC) member representing
Hithadhoo Central, has urged residents to vote against
the creation of separate councils, arguing that
fragmentation could hinder coordinated development
efforts.

This referendum, scheduled for October 25, will be the
first held under the new Public Referendum Act, and its
outcome could reshape the governance structure of
Addu City, the Maldives' southernmost urban region
comprising several inhabited islands linked by
causeways. [The Sun]

Maldives: Four members elected
unopposed to new media and
broadcasting commission

(Im) Four members have been elected without a vote
to the newly established Maldives Media and
Broadcasting Commission (MMBC), following the
enactment of the Maldives Media and Broadcasting
Act. The seven-member body replaces the former
Broadcasting Commission and Maldives Media Council
and introduces a hybrid system in which both the
media sector and Parliament share appointment
powers.

According to the Election Commission, 190 of 353
eligible media outlets registered to vote before the
nomination deadline. However, after one of the five
qualified candidates withdrew, the remaining four
were automatically elected. They are Zamath Ahmed
Waheed, former member of the dissolved
Broadcasting Commission; Hussain Sageef, former
president of the dissolved Maldives Media Council; a
journalist with an online news outlet; and a media
practitioner from Feydhoo Island. [The Sun 1] [The Sun
2] [The Sun 3]

The remaining three members will be appointed by
Parliament, which also holds the authority to select the
MMBC's chairperson and to dismiss any member,
including those elected by the media. Ten individuals,
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including former Broadcasting Commission president
Safa Shafeeq and two other ex-commissioners, have
applied for these parliamentary appointments. The
Independent Institutions Committee has been
assigned to vet the applicants. [The Sun 4]

The new media law was passed by Parliament on
September 16 and ratified by President Mohamed
Muizzu on September 18. While the government has
described the legislation as a measure to improve
accountability and address misinformation, journalists
and media organizations have protested against it,
warning that it could reduce editorial independence
and increase political influence over media regulation.

Maldives: Parliament advances stricter
financial disclosure rules for senior
officials and ministers

(Im) Lawmakers from both the ruling People’s National
Congress (PNC) and the opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) are jointly advancing
legislation to strengthen financial disclosure
requirements for public officials. The proposed
amendments to the Audit Act and the Privatization and
Corporatization Act would make it mandatory for
senior officials of state-owned enterprises (SOEs),
independent commissions, and statutory bodies to
submit audited declarations of assets, income, and
debt within 30 days of assuming office and annually
thereafter.

Failure to comply would result in a fine of MVR 5,000
(USD 325). The declarations must be verified by a
licensed auditor and will be reviewed by the Auditor
General's Office. The bills were accepted by Parliament
with unanimous support (50-0) and referred to the
Public Accounts Committee for detailed review. The
new rules cover SOE chairpersons, managing directors,
deputy managing directors, and commission heads.
[The Sun 1] [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

Notably, during the debate in Parliament, ruling-party
MP Ahmed Azaan Marzooq, known for his reform-
oriented positions within the PNC, argued that
disclosure requirements should also cover spouses
and dependents, aligning with international best
practices to prevent hidden wealth transfers. [The Sun
4]

In parallel, Parliament has also accepted a
constitutional amendment—again with bipartisan
support—that would withhold the salaries of cabinet
ministers who fail to submit their verified financial
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declarations within 90 days of taking office. The
amendment further requires that these disclosures be
made public by the Auditor General's Office. [The Sun
5]

The legislative push follows President Mohamed
Muizzu's recent pledge to introduce six anti-corruption
bills aimed at reinforcing integrity standards and
strengthening oversight mechanisms.

Maldives: Cabinet gains power to
authorize no-bid contracts under new
procurement amendment

(ya) The Maldivian government has amended the
Public Finance Regulation to allow the cabinet or a
cabinet-appointed committee to authorize single-
source procurement—the awarding of contracts
without a competitive bidding process—for any project
deemed to concern basic public needs, living
standards, or security services. [The Sun 1]

Under the revised Article 10.20 (b-1), state institutions
may now directly award such projects to chosen
contractors once cabinet approval is granted.
Previously, non-bid procurement was limited to
exceptional cases, such as emergencies or situations
where few bidders were expected.

Former Auditor General Niyaz Ibrahim sharply
condemned the changes, arguing that they open the
door to misuse of public funds and non-transparent
deals. In a public statement, he called on citizens to
resist the measure and even urged protests if
necessary to prevent what he described as a threat to
accountability and financial integrity. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Auditor General's Office seeks
higher 2026 budget to expand audit
capacity

(Im) The Auditor General's Office (AGO) has requested

MVR 134.5 million (USD 8.7 million) for its 2026 budget
— anincrease of MVR 20 million (USD 1.3 million) from
the previous year — citing expanded audit obligations

and the need to strengthen institutional capacity.

Presenting the proposal to the Parliament's Public
Accounts Committee, Auditor General Hussain Niyazy
said the increase reflects the impact of the national
pay harmonization initiative, which raised government
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salaries in September and added roughly MVR 9.8
million (USD 636,000) to the AGO's payroll.

The requested allocation includes MVR 89 million for
recurrent costs, MVR 3 million for capital expenses,
and MVR 41.5 million for Public Sector Investment
Program (PSIP) audits. Niyazy said the AGO plans to
conduct 81 audits in 2026, including nine special
investigations, but remains understaffed with only 170
employees, of whom 150 are auditors. [The Sun]

Maldives: Draft bill seeks dedicated
budget share to sustain national digital
service infrastructure

(Im) The Maldives Innovation and Digital Company
Limited—recently renamed from Tradenet Maldives
Corporation—has drafted legislation to secure long-
term funding for the country's expanding e-governance
system. The bill proposes allocating a fixed percentage
of the national budget to maintain and develop core
digital service platforms, including oneGoyv, the central
online portal for government services.

According to the submission to Parliament's State-
Owned Enterprises Committee, the draft law would
designate oneGov as the government's primary service
platform, establish a legal basis for collecting user fees,
and define the platform’s governance and operational
structure. The legislation aims to address the absence
of a comprehensive legal framework, which has been
identified as a key obstacle to integrating government
agencies into a unified digital system.

As of mid-2025, 15 agencies were connected to
oneGov, while others continue to operate independent
digital portals. The proposed legal framework is
intended to standardize participation and strengthen
interoperability across ministries and public
institutions.

The draft bill, prepared in 2023 and now under
ministerial review, forms part of the Maldives 2.0
Roadmap 2025-2028: Journey to Digital
Transformation, which seeks to modernize governance
and improve administrative efficiency. [The Sun]

Maldives: President urges revival of
traditional religious practices
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President Mohamed Muizzu has urged Maldivians to
revive traditional Islamic customs, particularly the
recitation of the Holy Quran between the Maghrib and
Isha prayers, saying that such practices have declined
as busy lifestyles reshape daily routines. Speaking at
the closing ceremony of the 37th National Quran
Competition on October 12, he emphasized that
observing Islamic obligations is essential for social
peace and moral strength, stating that “no society can
know peace without performing their religious duties.”
[The Sun]

The call reflects the broader political and social role of
Islam in the Maldives, where Sunni Islam is the state
religion and adherence to it is constitutionally required
for citizenship. Religious identity is deeply intertwined
with national identity, and governments have
historically upheld Islamic values as a cornerstone of
public life. President Muizzu's party, the People’s
National Congress (PNC), has continued this tradition,
presenting itself as a guardian of Islamic and national
values.

Maldives: Parliament committee moves to
tighten dress code after opposition
protest

(Im) The Maldivian Parliament's General Purpose
Committee, controlled by the ruling People’s National
Congress (PNC), has approved an amendment to the
standing orders mandating a formal dress code for
lawmakers — including a requirement to wear ties —
after an opposition protest disrupted recent
proceedings.

While presented as a procedural update, the decision
follows growing confrontation between the
government and the opposition Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) over parliamentary accountability and rule
of law. MDP members had deliberately attended a
September 15 session without ties to protest what they
described as the presidency’s failure to uphold
parliamentary procedures and enforce the 14-day
deadline for ministers to respond to MPs’ questions.
[The Sun]

Maldives: Government tightens migrant
management as 27,000 face deportation
for missing biometric registration


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-eh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ek/

(Im) The Ministry of Homeland Security and Technology
has announced that 27,723 expatriates risk
deportation if they fail to complete biometric
registration by November 15, following an extension of
the original deadline. The directive applies to all

foreign nationals registered in the government's Expat
online system, which tracks employer and employee
data under the Immigration Act.

The initiative forms part of Operation Kurangi, a
nationwide immigration enforcement campaign
launched in May 2024 to identify and regulate
undocumented migrant workers. According to official
figures, biometric data has already been collected from
178,982 expatriates, while police and immigration
authorities have intensified operations to locate and
deportirregular migrants. [The Sun 1]

In a related measure, the ministry has introduced a
new arrangement under which expired work permits
are canceled once employers sign settlement
agreements and commit to paying all outstanding fees
and penalties. The cancellation takes effect
immediately upon agreement, though quota slots
linked to the permits are released only after full
payment.

The ministry said these measures are intended to
improve the management of work permits and
expatriate records while supporting the government’s
goal of resolving the issue of irregular immigrants
within the first three years of its term. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Government makes USD 25
million bond payment and pledges to
meet 2026 debt obligations

(ya/lm) The Maldivian government has made a USD 25
million coupon payment on its USD 500 million Islamic
bond, known as a sukuk—a Sharia-compliant financial
instrument equivalent to a conventional sovereign
bond—issued in 2021. The sukuk, which carries an
interest rate of 9.875 percent, is part of a USD 525
million debt package maturing in April 2026, with semi-
annual payments scheduled for April and October.

The Finance Ministry said the on-time payment
demonstrates the government's commitment to
maintaining investor confidence and confirmed that
the sukuk will be fully redeemed upon maturity.
Officials identified debt servicing as a key policy
priority.
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During a visit to Shaviyani Atoll, President Mohamed
Muizzu also said that the government remains
confident in meeting the upcoming USD 500 million
bond repayment due in April 2026. He explained that
the administration is working to strengthen the
economy, repay both domestic and external debts,
and negotiate loan concessions with foreign partners,
including India and China.

The President added that payments owed to private
businesses would be settled within three weeks and
emphasized that the state reserve remains stable. He
reiterated that the Maldives will not default, even as
total public debt stands at around 134 percent of gross
domestic product (GDP) and USD 1 billion (MVR 15.3
billion) in repayments are due in 2026. [The Sun 1]

To ease short-term pressure, the government has
secured a USD 100 million (MVR 1.53 billion) rollover
agreement with the State Bank of India and reportedly
reached undisclosed debt deferral arrangements with
China. Former presidents Abdulla Yameen and
Mohamed Nasheed have previously cautioned that the
country’s rising debt could undermine investor
confidence, but the current administration maintains
that repayment plans remain on track. [the edition]
[The Sun 2]

Maldives: Tax revenue increases by 10
percent to USD 1.3 billion in first nine
months of 2025

(Im) The Maldives Inland Revenue Authority (MIRA) has
reported collecting MVR 20 billion (USD 1.3 billion) in
tax revenue between January and September 2025,
reflecting a 10 percent increase from the MVR 18.2
billion (USD 1.18 billion) collected during the same
period last year.

The rise was driven primarily by higher receipts from
the Tourism Goods and Services Tax (TGST), Green Tax,
Airport Development Fee, and Airport Departure Tax—
all of which recorded substantial growth following
recent rate adjustments.

For September 2025 alone, MIRA recorded MVR 3
billion (USD 195 million) in tax revenue — a 30.7
percent increase from the same month last year and
33.7 percent above projections. The increase was
attributed to higher non-tourism GST collections,
deferred resort land rent payments that became due,
and higher airport-related fees. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Embassy spending rises to USD
2.1 million per month

(ya) Recent disclosures from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs indicate that the Maldives spends
approximately MVR 32 million (USD 2.1 million) each
month to operate its 21 diplomatic missions abroad.
Over the four-month period ending in January 2025,
payroll expenses alone averaged MVR 24.8 million
(USD 1.63 million) per month, with 78 of 126 staff
identified as political appointees.

The Malaysian embassy recorded the highest
concentration of politically appointed personnel, with
19 political hires and only two career diplomats. Similar
staffing imbalances were noted at the Sri Lankan and
Bangkok missions, where the number of non-career
staff also exceeds diplomatic officers. [The Sun]

Maldives: Ruling party lawmakers call for
financial incentives to counter declining
birth rate

(Im) Lawmakers from the ruling People’s National
Congress (PNC) have proposed introducing financial
and housing incentives to encourage larger families,
warning that the Maldives’ declining birth rate could
pose long-term risks to economic growth and
workforce sustainability.

The proposal emerged during a parliamentary debate
on the reemployment bill, which would allow
individuals past the retirement age of 65 to return to
work — a discussion that underscored wider
demographic challenges. Members argued that the
Maldives should adopt pronatalist policies similar to
those implemented in countries like Japan, where
financial benefits and social support are used to
encourage larger families.

A recent Maldives National University (MNU) survey
found that many couples are choosing to have fewer
or no children due to financial constraints and limited
housing availability, pointing to broader structural
issues affecting population trends. [The Sun]

Maldives: New investment regulations
restrict foreign ownership to boost
domestic enterprise
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(ya) The Maldivian government has introduced
sweeping amendments to its Foreign Investment Entry
Requirements, reserving a wide range of economic
sectors for local ownership and tightening conditions
for foreign participation. The revised framework,
gazetted on October 8, significantly limits foreign
involvement in wholesale and retail trade, logistics and
postal services, public maritime transport, and
construction projects valued below USD 15 million,
among others.

The reforms, part of the Foreign Investment Act that
came into force in September 2024, mark a decisive
shift toward selective protectionism. Officials describe
the policy as an effort to promote economic self-
reliance and strengthen domestic enterprise
participation in sectors where local capacity is already
established. Joint ventures will now face stricter
shareholding requirements, while several areas —
including smaller-scale tourism, hospitality, real estate,
and service industries — are fully closed to foreign
ownership.

A newly formed Foreign Investment Transition
Committee will review existing projects on a case-by-
case basis, offering transitional arrangements to
investors with prior approvals or significant financial
commitments. [the edition] [The Sun]

Maldives: Former police chiefs caution
that electing police commissioner would
politicize law enforcement

(Im) A public debate has emerged in the Maldives over
how to ensure the institutional independence of the
Maldives Police Service, after a former legislator
proposed that the Commissioner of Police be chosen
through a direct public vote rather than presidential
appointment.

The proposal, made by lawyer and former MP Ali
Hussain, argued that police cannot function impartially
while remaining under the control of the presidency.
However, former senior police officials rejected the
idea, warning that an electoral process would inject
partisanship into law enforcement and weaken
professional accountability.

Dr. Abdullah Fairoosh, a former Assistant
Commissioner and current State Minister for
Homeland Security and Technology, stated that the
police must remain a technocratic institution, not a
“campaign platform.” Similarly, former Commissioner
of Police Abdullah Riyaz noted that while the United
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Kingdom has experimented with elected
commissioners, the results have not improved public
trust or operational performance.

Riyaz suggested an alternative model resembling the
U.S. system, in which the President nominates a
qualified officer and Parliament confirms the
appointment — a process designed to preserve both
executive oversight and institutional independence.
[The Sun]

Maldives: Inquiry finds serious police
negligence in fall case linked to political
figures; no action yet taken

(Im) A presidential inquiry has found that Maldivian
police officers were grossly negligent in handling a
high-profile investigation involving the unexplained fall
of a young woman from a ninth-floor building in Male
in April. Despite the findings, no disciplinary action has
yet been taken.

The incident — which involved individuals linked to
Transport Minister Mohamed Ameen — sparked public
protests and allegations of a cover-up due to perceived
interference and delays in the investigation. The five-
member presidential commission submitted its report
in June, identifying multiple procedural failures.

According to the report, crime scene officers failed to
collect critical evidence, secure the area, or document
key sites, while medical staff at the state-run hospital
neglected to follow through on a sexual assault
examination. The commission also found that a senior
official in the President’s Office had given false
statements to police and maintained direct
communications with political superiors on the day of
the incident.

In Parliament last week, Home Minister Ali Ihusan said
the police are still conducting an internal inquiry to
determine individual accountability and are “working
on implementing the commission’s recommendations.”
However, the absence of visible disciplinary measures
six months on has renewed questions about police
professionalism, institutional independence, and
political influence in law enforcement. [The Sun]

Maldives: Police investigate
disappearance of seized cigarette
containers amid rising smuggling activity
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(Im) Maldivian authorities have launched an
investigation after two containers of smuggled
cigarettes seized by Customs went missing from the
Hulhumalé port. Police confirmed the probe after the
cigarettes — initially confiscated and stored by the
Maldives Customs Service — were reported missing on
October 8. Officials have not yet disclosed when the
shipment was first seized or its estimated value, and
Customs has not commented publicly on the incident.

The disappearance follows a sharp rise in tobacco
smuggling since the government doubled import
duties and taxes on cigarettes in November 2024. In
September 2025, authorities intercepted a separate
attempt to smuggle MVR 15 million (approximately
USD 975,000) worth of cigarettes from the port in
Addu. [The Sun]

Nepal: Youth-driven voter surge meets
political uncertainty ahead of 2026
elections

(Im) Nepal's Election Commission has reported a sharp
increase in youth voter registration even as deep
political uncertainty clouds preparations for the March
2026 general elections. Over 33,000 new voters, mostly
under 25, have registered since late September, a
surge attributed to the momentum of the Gen Z
Movement, which forced the resignation of former
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and reshaped the
political landscape.

The Commission began updating the voter roll on
September 26 after President Ramchandra Paudel
dissolved Parliament on September 12 and scheduled
new elections for March 5, 2026. Citizens turning 18 by
March 4 may register before the November 16
deadline. Officials report more than 600 new
registrations daily in Kathmandu, reflecting renewed
civic engagement among young Nepalis seeking
generational change in national politics. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Yet the electoral process is overshadowed by
institutional fragility and partisan distrust. On October
16, the Election Commission will hold its first formal
consultation with 29 political parties, focusing on
logistics for the House of Representatives and National
Assembly elections—the latter scheduled for February
3, 2026. Under constitutional provisions, 19 members
of the National Assembly complete their term on
March 4, requiring elections for 18 seats and one
presidential nomination a month earlier. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]
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The initiative comes amid mounting political
uncertainty and widening divisions among Nepal's
main political forces. Both the Nepali Congress (NC)
and the Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (CPN-UML) — which jointly led the coalition
government of former Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
prior to Parliament's dissolution — remain reluctant to
commit fully to the upcoming polls. Party leaders have
questioned whether the interim administration under
Prime Minister Sushila Karki possesses the capacity or
legitimacy to ensure free and credible elections. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

Oli, the CPN-UML chair forced from office on
September 9, has adopted a confrontational stance,
rejecting the Karki government as “unconstitutional”
and calling for Parliament's immediate reinstatement.
The Nepali Congress, while less aggressive, has echoed
doubts over the government’s credibility. By contrast,
the main opposition Maoist Centre, led by three-times
prime minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, supports the
elections, viewing them as the only viable path to
restore order and open space for future constitutional
amendments through broad consensus. [The
Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post 5]

President Paudel has assumed a mediating role, urging
parties to cooperate in safeguarding democratic
continuity and avoid confrontation. Prime Minister
Karki, appointed with a six-month transitional
mandate, maintains that her administration is
addressing security gaps left by the September unrest
—including the looting of police weapons and prison
breaks—and is preparing to secure polling centers
nationwide. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Government divided over protest
accountability as inquiry advances toward
senior political leaders

(Im) Nepal's interim government remains deeply
divided over how to pursue accountability for the
September Gen Z protest crackdown that left more
than 70 people dead, exposing tensions between those
demanding swift justice and those warning that
prosecutions could destabilize the fragile transition
ahead of the 2026 elections.

The divide has centered on whether to initiate criminal
proceedings against former Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli and former Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak, who
oversaw the security response during the
demonstrations. The judicial inquiry commission led by
former judge Gauri Bahadur Karki has urged law-
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enforcement agencies to treat the incident as a serious
criminal matter, while the Ministry of Home Affairs and
top security officials have cautioned that premature
arrests could inflame unrest and jeopardize electoral
preparations. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The justice-first camp, represented by the Karki
commission and victims' families, argues that impunity
has long shielded Nepal's political elite and that
meaningful accountability is essential for the credibility
of the Gen Z-led reform movement that toppled the
previous government. The commission insists that
“serious criminal offences must be investigated under
existing law,” has requested travel restrictions on
senior figures under review, and begun compiling
evidence from both police and civilians.

By contrast, the stability-first camp, centered in the
Home Ministry and supported by Nepal's security
chiefs, maintains that the government must act “strictly
within legal limits” and avoid measures that could
reignite violence. At a high-level meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Sushila Karki, the heads of the Nepal
Police, Armed Police Force, Nepali Army, and National
Investigation Department warned that the arrest of
major political leaders could fracture the political
landscape and complicate coordination with parties
needed for the March 2026 parliamentary elections.
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

The inquiry commission—formed on September 21
with a three-month mandate and comprising former
judge Karki, ex-AlG Bigyan Raj Sharma, and legal expert
Bishweshwar Prasad Bhandari—has begun examining
complaints and evidence linked to the September 8-9
violence. More than 37,000 photos, videos, and social-
media links have been collected. The commission plans
to interrogate police personnel deployed during the
protests, starting from constables and field
commanders before summoning senior officials and
political leaders, including the heads of all four security
agencies, the National Security Council, former Home
Secretary Gokarna Mani Dawadi, ex-Home Minister
Lekhak, and ultimately former Prime Minister Oli.

The commission has received roughly a dozen
complaints so far, including two from private
companies detailing losses and several from police
officers describing the burning of stations and looting
of weapons. Victims' families have separately filed a
criminal complaint accusing Oli, Lekhak, and other
officials of crimes against humanity. The police
accepted but did not register the case, instead
forwarding it to the Karki commission, which returned
it, arguing it lacked prosecutorial authority but
emphasizing that criminal investigations should
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continue under existing procedures. [The Kathmandu
Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post
5]

The standoff has left law-enforcement agencies
uncertain which authority to follow. While the Home
Ministry had instructed police to await the
commission’s final report, the commission has urged
immediate steps to prevent evidence tampering.
Within the cabinet, several ministers back the
commission’s position, while others echo security
officials’ warnings that arrests could reignite unrest.

Prime Minister Karki, who before taking office
condemned the crackdown as a “massacre of children,”
now faces mounting public pressure from victims’
families and Gen Z activists to act decisively. Online
campaigns using hashtags such as #ArrestkKPOli and
#ArrestRameshLekhak have amplified those demands,
but the government's divisions highlight its precarious
balance between moral accountability and political
survival. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Adding to the strain, the National Security Committee
has reduced personal protection details for several
former leaders, including Oli and Maoist Centre chief
Pushpa Kamal Dahal, citing the need to standardize
post-crisis security allocations. [The Kathmandu Post 7]

Oli has rejected the Karki commission as a “politically
motivated body,” accusing the interim administration
of trying to target him and his party. The CPN-UML has
filed counter-complaints against Kathmandu Mayor
Balendra Shah and Gen Z organizer Sudan Gurung,
both involved in coordinating victims' legal actions.
[The Kathmandu Post 8]

Nepal: Divisions within Gen Z movement
deepen in post-uprising landscape

(Im) Nepal's interim government is struggling to
navigate widening divisions within the Gen Z
movement, as rival youth factions contest leadership
and legitimacy in the aftermath of the September
protests that toppled the previous government and left
at least 75 people dead.

The latest controversy centers on Sudan Gurung,
founder of the disaster-relief organization Hami Nepal
and one of the most visible figures of the uprising,
whose expanding political profile has reignited debate
about the boundaries between civic activism and state
influence. A viral video showing Gurung addressing an
informal meeting of the National Disaster Risk
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Reduction and Management Authority (NDRRMA) —
where he spoke about flood and landslide
preparedness — triggered sharp public reactions.

Critics accused him of overstepping democratic limits,
calling his tone toward senior officials “condescending”
and emblematic of how unelected activists are
beginning to shape national decision-making.
Supporters, however, defended his involvement as
that of a civil-society expert, pointing to his decade-
long record in disaster response, including work on
earthquake recovery, COVID-19 relief, and
international humanitarian coordination during the
2023 Turkey earthquake. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The controversy comes just as Prime Minister Sushila
Karki and President Ramchandra Paudel have been
attempting to engage fragmented Gen Z
representatives in dialogue at Sheetal Niwas, the
presidential office in Kathmandu. While Gurung led
one delegation inside for talks, rival factions protested
outside, denouncing him and his allies as “foreign
agents” and “NGO-backed impostors.” Several groups
claim to represent the “true” Gen Z movement and
have presented conflicting demands, ranging from
calls for anti-corruption reforms and justice for victims
of the protest crackdown to the restoration of the
monarchy.

During the four-hour meeting with youth delegates,
Karki faced pointed criticism over the government's
handling of the post-protest agenda. Some participants
demanded the arrest of former Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli and former Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak,
both accused of responsibility for the September
violence. Others pressed for youth representation in
the interim cabinet. Karki rejected allegations that her
administration was influenced by foreign or NGO
actors, insisting it was formed “in the spirit of the Gen
Z movement” and committed to good governance and
timely elections in March 2026.

The dispute over Gurung's role reflects the broader
fragmentation of the Gen Z movement, which has
splintered into multiple competing factions since the
protests. Even within Gurung's own network, provincial
coordinators have accused him of acting unilaterally
and excluding key activists from government
consultations. His social media posts since the meeting
acknowledged that attempts to unify the movement
had failed, declaring that his group would “focus only
on what benefits the country.”

Former Prime Minister Baburam Bhattarai, a
sympathizer of the youth-led uprising, warned that the
movement risks losing coherence. He urged the
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government to distinguish between the original protest
organizers, later sympathizers, and those who
“infiltrated” the cause for political or ideological gain.

Amid growing uncertainty, the Karki administration has
indicated it will continue discussions with Gen Z groups
“in phases.” Officials worry that the disunity among
youth factions — combined with public skepticism over
figures like Gurung — could undermine political
stability ahead of next year's elections. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Two largest parties enter
leadership crises as reformists challenge
old guard after Gen Z protests

(Im) Nepal's two largest political forces, the Nepali
Congress (NC) and the Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML), are grappling with
internal leadership crises following the Gen Z protests
of September 8-9, which toppled their coalition
government and led to the dissolution of Parliament.
Both parties are now struggling to redefine their
direction before the March 2026 parliamentary
elections, amid growing public disillusionment with the
country’s long-entrenched leadership.

Within the Nepali Congress, General Secretary Gagan
Thapa has emerged as the leading advocate for
reform. He has called for the 15th General Convention
to be held in December 2025, arguing that the party
must renew its leadership to restore legitimacy after
the protests. Thapa's proposal is backed by senior
reform-minded figures including Shekhar Koirala, a
veteran leader and former health minister; Bishwa
Prakash Sharma, the party’'s second general secretary
and a vocal proponent of youth representation; and
Dhanraj Gurung, the party's vice president recognized
for his role in student politics and organizational
reform.

The move also reflects the inevitable exit of long-time
leader Sher Bahadur Deuba, who is constitutionally
barred from serving a third term as party president.
Deuba, recovering from injuries sustained when
protesters attacked his home on September 9, was
absent from the party's first major meeting since the
uprising. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The CPN-UML, meanwhile, faces its own internal
reckoning. Although its September 7 Statute General
Convention abolished both age and term limits—
allowing KP Sharma Oli to remain party chair
indefinitely—his authority has eroded after the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-wh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-wh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-wk/

government's fall and public anger over the killing of
19 protesters. Younger members are pressing for
accountability and structural reform, while senior
loyalists insist on continuity to preserve stability.

As of October 14, the CPN-UML'’s Central Committee
meeting (October 13-15) is still underway, with
discussions focused on assessing the political fallout of
the government's fall and defining the party's strategy
for the 2026 elections. According to Secretary Yogesh
Bhattarai, the meeting may also decide on a timetable
for the 11th General Convention, where leadership
succession could emerge as the defining issue.
However, with most district-level leaders continuing to
back Oli, major change appears unlikely in the
immediate term. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Anti-corruption drive intensifies
amid youth pressure and major graft
prosecutions

(Im) Nepal's Gen Z Movement Alliance — a loose
coalition of young activists behind the September 8-9
protests — has renewed calls for stronger anti-
corruption accountability, demanding the resignation
of Chief Commissioner Prem Kumar Rai and other
members of the Commission for the Investigation of
Abuse of Authority (CIAA). The group accused the anti-
graft body of political bias and institutional paralysis,
urging a public hearing of all commissioners and a 90-
day audit of the assets of senior politicians, judges, and
bureaucrats. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The youth campaign'’s resurgence coincides with a
surge in high-level corruption prosecutions and
growing frustration over stalled institutional reforms.
Last week, the CIAA filed major graft cases against two
former ministers — Rajkumar Gupta of the Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) of
ex-Prime Minister Oli and Ranjita Shrestha of the
Nagarik Unmukti Party — for their alleged involvement
in the Pokhara “Litchi Bagan” land scam, a bribery
scheme involving manipulated ownership records for
more than 130 land plots in the city’s Batulechaur area.
In a separate case, the commission charged 13
education-sector officials with embezzling NPR 120.7
million (USD 850,000) in the procurement of an MRI
machine for a state-run medical academy. [The
Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

At the same time, two major criminal prosecutions
have deepened scrutiny of Nepal's political class. In
Kathmandu, former parliamentary speaker and main
opposition Maoist Centre leader Krishna Bahadur
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Mahara has been charged with gold smuggling,
organized crime, and customs violations, with
prosecutors seeking the maximum prison term and
the recovery of NPR 85.5 million (USD 630,000).
Mahara was arrested by the Central Investigation
Bureau (CIB) for allegedly working with a Chinese
smuggling network that concealed gold in electronic
cigarettes. The Kathmandu District Court will
determine whether he will be granted bail or face
judicial custody. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

In a parallel development, prosecutors filed a money
laundering case against Dev Kumar Nepali, the mayor
of Dhorpatan Municipality and a CPN-UML member,
for allegedly embezzling NPR 1.58 billion (USD 11.7
million) in cooperative funds. Authorities have sought a
prison sentence of up to 15 years, fines double the
amount embezzled, and confiscation of 33 land plots
and cash holdings. Investigators say Nepali and
associates used fake accounts at the Image Savings
and Credit Cooperative to divert deposits from more
than 1,500 investors through fabricated loans and false
bookkeeping. Arrested in India in 2024 after an
Interpol red notice, Nepali remains in judicial custody,
while victims continue protests demanding repayment.
[The Kathmandu Post 5]

At the same time, government efforts to streamline
oversight of economic and intelligence investigations
have stalled amid procedural uncertainty. Two weeks
after the cabinet decided to move the Departments of
Revenue Investigation and Money Laundering
Investigation back under the Finance Ministry, and the
National Investigation Department under the Home
Ministry, implementation remains delayed due to
missing legal directives and overlapping mandates. The
reform seeks to reverse centralization measures
introduced under former Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli, who had brought these agencies under his direct
control. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Key coalition partner withdraws
support from Madhesh government
ahead of confidence vote

(Im) In Nepal's Madhesh Province, the regional
government of Chief Minister Satish Kumar Singh is on
the brink of collapse after the Loktantrik Samajbadi
Party (LSP)—a regional party representing Madhesi
interests in the southern plains—withdrew its support
from the ruling coalition. All LSP ministers have
resigned following the party's decision.
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The move comes ahead of a scheduled confidence
vote in the Provincial Assembly on October 14, which
will determine whether Singh's government can
survive. At the time of writing on October 14, no vote
outcome has been announced.

The withdrawal follows earlier exits by the Nepali
Congress, the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), and Singh's own Janamat
Party, stripping the government of its majority in the
105-member Provincial Assembly. LSP parliamentary
leader Jaynul Rain said the party would neither back
Singh nor join a new government unless it were
formed under LSP leadership.

The current crisis stems from weeks of political
turbulence following Chief Minister Singh's September
9 resignation announcement via social media during
the Gen Z protests, which he later retracted. His party
recalled him on September 13 and recommended
disciplinary action on September 18.

With the coalition unraveling, the CPN-UML, Nepali
Congress, and Janamat Party are preparing to form a
new alliance, claiming the backing of 58 assembly
members, surpassing the 54-seat majority threshold
required to form a government. Smaller parties have
not yet announced their positions. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Motorcycle group controversy
sparks xenophobic backlash

(Im) Nepal's post-protest climate has been unsettled by
a viral controversy involving a youth motorcycle
collective known as The Original Brothers (TOB), after
images from the September youth-led mass
demonstrations showed members wearing black T-
shirts printed with “Tibetan Original Blood.” The
photos, circulated widely on social media, sparked
speculation that the group was linked to the Free Tibet
movement—an international campaign advocating
Tibetan independence from China—triggering
disinformation, xenophobic rhetoric, and online
threats targeting Nepalis of Tibetan descent.

Leaders of the group have denied any political
connection, saying the older shirts were a personal
tribute to members’ ancestry rather than a separatist
slogan. They said TOB, formed several years ago,
includes members from diverse backgrounds and
joined the protests simply to express frustration over
corruption and political stagnation. [The Kathmandu
Post]
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Nepal: Foreign report on Gen Z protests
questioned over credibility and political
use

(Im) A recently released study by an Israel-based
artificial intelligence firm specializing in online
influence monitoring has triggered controversy in
Nepal after claiming that a large share of social media
activity during the Gen Z protests was driven by
“inauthentic” accounts. The report, produced by the
company Cyabra, alleged that roughly one-third of
online profiles active during the early September
protests were fake or manipulated, and that these
accounts were responsible for a significant portion of
total engagement across major platforms.

The protests, which erupted on September 8 and 9 and
left at least 75 people dead, were largely mobilized
through social media networks such as X, Facebook,
and TikTok, with youth activists using hashtags to
organize demonstrations and share footage of clashes
with security forces. The Israeli firm's findings
suggested that coordinated online behavior may have
amplified protest narratives and increased their
international visibility.

However, the study has faced widespread skepticism
from Nepali analysts and digital researchers, who
question both its methodology and its potential
political implications. Experts note that the report
provides no clear definition of what constitutes a “fake”
or “inauthentic” profile, offers no verifiable dataset,
and fails to distinguish between automated bot activity
and ordinary anonymous users — many of whom
conceal their identities due to safety concerns.

Critics also highlight that the firm’s analysis covers only
a three-day window and omits essential local linguistic
and cultural contexts, making its conclusions too
superficial for meaningful interpretation. They warn
that the report’s findings have already been misused in
online discussions, with some commentators falsely
suggesting that the protests were entirely foreign-
orchestrated or artificial. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: 253 rape cases recorded in Bagmati
Province despite prosecutions

(Im) Police in Nepal's Bagmati Province—which
includes the Kathmandu Valley and functions as the
country’s political and economic center—recorded 253
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rape cases across ten districts in the last fiscal year,
including 73 involving minors, according to official
data. Despite most perpetrators being arrested and
prosecuted, authorities said the overall number of
cases has not declined.

Makawanpur District reported the highest incidence
with 41 cases, including 28 minors, while Ramechhap
recorded the fewest with six. Police reported that most
victims were assaulted by relatives, neighbors, or
acquaintances, often under the influence of alcohol.
Cases of sexual violence against elderly women were
also documented, including the rape of an 80-year-old
woman by a relative in March.

Officials cited urbanization, social dislocation, and
access to explicit digital content as contributing factors
to the persistence of sexual violence. Investigations
also revealed incidents involving hotel employees
exploiting minors.

While total cases declined slightly from 287 to 253, the
number of minor victims increased. Incidents rose in
Sindhuli, Sindhupalchok, and Rasuwa, while other
districts saw decreases. Authorities said most suspects
are in custody, with several already convicted and
serving prison sentences. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: State institutions paralyzed by
post-protest destruction as forensic probe
stalls

(Im) Nepal is struggling to recover from the combined
institutional and infrastructural fallout of the
September Gen Z protests, with the government,
judiciary, and security agencies hampered by both
administrative paralysis and procedural breakdowns.

A post-crisis assessment by the Department of Urban
Development and Building Construction found that
nearly one-third of the 440 federal government
buildings damaged during the early-September unrest
are beyond repair. Among the 134 offices declared
fully destroyed are the Prime Minister’s Office,
Parliament, the Ministry of Health, and the Kathmandu
District Court. Another 176 structures sustained partial
damage, with total losses amounting to several billion
U.S. dollars—the largest destruction of public property
since the 2015 earthquake.

The judiciary has been particularly affected. The
Supreme Court lost about 20,000 of its 24,200 active
case files and is currently operating from temporary
premises, hearing only habeas corpus petitions. It has
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issued a Directive on the Recovery and Authentication
of Case Files Destroyed Due to Special Circumstances
to reconstruct lost legal records from surviving
duplicates, archived judgments, or electronic copies.
Twenty-three lower courts were also attacked
nationwide, including in Biratnagar, Tulsipur, and
Tanahun, while the Kathmandu District Court alone
lost nearly half a million files. The Nepal Bar
Association and the Attorney General's Office have
pledged to assist in rebuilding case archives and
helping lawyers authenticate destroyed case materials.
[The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Meanwhile, accountability efforts for the destruction
remain mired in procedural delays. Despite
widespread recognition that the September 9 arsons
were premeditated, Nepal Police's Forensic Science
Laboratory has yet to examine any damaged sites or
materials. Officials confirmed that no samples have
been sent for testing and that the laboratory has
received no formal instructions from police
headquarters. Senior officers privately questioned why
the unit had not initiated analysis on its own, given its
authority to do so. The judicial commission led by
former judge Gauri Bahadur Karki—which is also
investigating the protest deaths—has not yet
requested forensic input, further delaying the probe.
[The Kathmandu Post 3]

Adding to the strain, one of Nepal's most important
trade arteries with China, the Rasuwagadhi border
point, has remained closed for three months after July
floods washed away the bridge over the Lhendhe
River. The new Bailey bridge under Chinese
construction is still incomplete, and road access on the
Nepali side remains blocked by landslides. The closure
has halted customs operations and slashed expected
revenue; officials say none of the NPR 40.16 billion
(USD 297 million) annual target has been collected so
far. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Security institutions under strain
as state struggles to recover from youth-
led mass protests

(Im) Nepal's security institutions remain under severe
strain as the country struggles to restore order
following the Gen Z protests of September, which left
at least 75 people dead, triggered mass jailbreaks, and
caused extensive damage to public infrastructure.

Against this backdrop, authorities in Kathmandu have
banned all public rallies and demonstrations, citing
concerns that renewed mass mobilization could
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reignite violence and derail preparations for the March
2026 parliamentary elections. The Kathmandu District
Administration Office announced the ban on October
10, after receiving reports that several groups—
including the youth wing of the Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) of ex-prime
minister KP Sharma Oli—planned large-scale
motorcycle rallies. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The restrictions come amid a broader security crisis.
The Nepal Police, which bore the brunt of the
September violence, continues to face personnel
shortages, psychological trauma, and loss of
infrastructure. Hundreds of police posts were
destroyed during the protests, and many officers were
stripped of their weapons and uniforms. While basic
operations have resumed in most districts, senior
officials admit that full operational capacity has not
been restored and that morale remains fragile despite
visible efforts to rebuild trust through community
outreach.

Security analysts have drawn comparisons to the
Maoist insurgency of the early 2000s, noting that the
police have recovered from institutional crises before,
but the scale and suddenness of the Gen Z uprising
have left lasting damage. Sporadic calls for renewed
demonstrations, including by monarchist and populist
groups, have further heightened anxiety within the
security establishment. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The Nepali Army has also faced public criticism for
failing to intervene as protesters torched key
government buildings—including Singha Durbar (the
central administrative complex in Kathmandu), the
Supreme Court, and the President’s Office—on
September 9. In response, the army issued a rare
public appeal defending its actions, stating that it had
“taken necessary initiatives” after assessing potential
risks to internal security. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Meanwhile, thousands of escaped prisoners remain at
large following the collapse of security during the
protests, with several already involved in new crimes
across the country. Authorities admit that the mass
jailbreaks have sharply increased local insecurity and
strained limited law enforcement resources. [The
Kathmandu Post 4]

Pakistan: Leadership change in volatile
border province as security situation
deteriorates further
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(my/Im) As Pakistan and Afghanistan over the weekend
engaged in their most serious border clashes in years,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) — the province most
affected by cross-border militancy and disruptions to
frontier trade — also witnessed major political change.
[Reuters]

On October 13, the provincial assembly elected Sohail
Afridi as chief minister following the resignation of Ali
Amin Gandapur, a senior member of jailed ex-prime
minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party. Afridi secured 90 votes in the 145-member
house, but the session was marred by an opposition
walkout and allegations that the vote violated
constitutional procedure.

Opposition leader Dr. Ibadullah argued that
Gandapur’s resignation had not been formally
accepted and that the cabinet remained legally in
place. The assembly speaker, however, ruled the
election valid under Article 130 of the Constitution,
noting that Gandapur had submitted his resignation
twice. The controversy deepened when the provincial
governor returned the resignation letters, citing
“disparate signatures” and asking Gandapur to appear
in person to verify his intent. Gandapur, who said he
stepped down on Khan's directive, congratulated Afridi
and insisted that his record would withstand scrutiny.
[Arab News 1]

Afridi, a PTI lawmaker from Khyber district and part of
the party's younger leadership circle, now faces the
task of stabilizing a province at the center of Pakistan's
escalating militant insurgency. His elevation followed
one of the deadliest weeks of violence in KP this year,
highlighting the growing strain on local governance
and security institutions. [Arab News 2]

On October 7-8, 11 soldiers — including a lieutenant
colonel and a major — were killed during an overnight
intelligence raid in Orakzai district, along with 19
militants allegedly linked to the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). The next day, another army major was
killed in a separate intelligence-based operation in
Dera Ismail Khan, where seven militants were also
killed. The two-day death toll for Pakistan's security
forces rose to 12, underscoring the intensity of the
renewed insurgency. The military said weapons and
ammunition were recovered from the militants,
describing the targets as “India-backed” and operating
from Afghan-linked networks — allegations denied by
both Kabul and New Delhi. [Arab News 3] [Arab News
4]

Two days later, heavily armed militants attacked a
police training center in Ratta Kulachi, Dera Ismail
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Khan, killing seven policemen, one cleric, and eight
militants after a suicide car bombing at the compound
gate triggered hours of fighting. A day later, militants
launched another assault on the Hassan Khel police
station near Peshawar, sparking a two-hour gunbattle
in which two attackers were killed and several others
wounded before fleeing. [Arab News 5] [Arab News 6]

Meanwhile, police operations continued across KP's
tribal belt. In Bannu district, two suspected militants —
including one accused of orchestrating multiple attacks
on Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) officers —
were killed in a targeted raid. [Arab News 7]

Last week, Defense Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif
told the National Assembly that Pakistan's
counterterrorism strategy must be “clear and
uncompromising,” warning that “no leniency” would be
shown to militants. [The News International]

Pakistan: Cabinet ratifies Saudi defense
pact as military asserts diplomatic role in
evolving regional strategy

(Im) Pakistan'’s civilian and military leadership have
jointly endorsed a new Strategic Mutual Defense
Agreement with Saudi Arabia, marking one of the most
significant security and diplomatic developments in
recent years. The accord, ratified by the federal cabinet
and welcomed at the army’s 272nd Corps
Commanders’ Conference in Rawalpindi, pledges that
aggression against one country will be treated as an
attack on both — a move that formalizes decades of
close defense cooperation into a binding mutual
security commitment. [Arab News 1]

The Pakistan Army, in its statement following the corps
commanders’ meeting, hailed the agreement as
reflecting “shared values, mutual respect, and a joint
vision for peace and security in the Middle East and
South Asia.” It also noted Pakistan’s “recent high-level
diplomatic engagements”, underscoring the military’s
growing visibility in foreign policy. This signals a shift
toward a more integrated civil-military diplomatic
approach, with the armed forces publicly aligning
themselves with key foreign initiatives.

Over the past months, army chief Field Marshal Asim
Munir has appeared alongside Sharif in high-level
meetings with foreign leaders and has twice met U.S.
President Donald Trump, including once without the
prime minister — underscoring the military’s more
autonomous diplomatic profile. The army continues to
frame defense cooperation as part of a broader
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regional stability agenda linking security, foreign policy,
and economic engagement.

The corps commanders’ conference also reviewed
counterterrorism operations and the regional security
environment. Without naming him, the army criticized
remarks by India’s military leadership following
renewed border tensions earlier this year, reaffirming
that any aggression would be met with a “swift and
decisive” response. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Hardline religious march
paralyzes major cities amid deadly
clashes over pro-Palestine protest

(Im) Security forces in Pakistan have dispersed a large-
scale protest march by the hardline Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) after violent clashes left at least five
people dead and dozens injured, paralyzing Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, and Lahore for several days. Authorities
said the violence erupted in the Punjab town of
Muridke when protesters tried to remove police
roadblocks on their route to Islamabad, where the
group planned to rally outside the U.S. embassy in
support of Palestinians.

TLP, which emerged in 2017 as a Sunni Islamist
movement defending Pakistan’s blasphemy law, has
since become one of the country’'s most disruptive
protest forces. It routinely uses mass street
mobilization to pressure governments and frame
foreign or religious controversies as tests of national
faith. The group’s latest “long march,” launched from
Lahore, followed the Gaza ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas and was presented as a demonstration of
solidarity with Palestinians.

The confrontation turned deadly when police blocked
the procession’s advance. Security forces said
demonstrators opened fire and torched more than 40
vehicles; TLP accused police of firing first and claimed
its leader was among the wounded. Among the dead
were a police officer, three protesters, and a
bystander, while over 100 supporters were arrested.
Dozens of police personnel were also injured before
the march was dispersed. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]
[Reuters]

The clashes came after police raids on TLP's
headquarters in Lahore earlier in the week left two
people dead and dozens detained, galvanizing the
group’s supporters as they advanced northward along
the Grand Trunk Road, Pakistan’s busiest highway.
Authorities responded with a sweeping lockdown —
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sealing highways with shipping containers, suspending
mobile Internet networks, closing schools and metro
services, and deploying large security forces around
the capital. The blockade halted trade and transport
for days and disrupted public life across Punjab. [Arab
News 3] [Arab News 4]

Pakistan: Floods devastate farmland as
coalition partners clash over relief funds
and water management

(Im) Severe monsoon floods have inundated large
parts of Punjab province, destroying up to 70 percent
of farmland and triggering a growing political dispute
within Pakistan’s ruling coalition over how to allocate
federal relief and manage water resources.

According to Islamic Relief, nearly 1.8 million acres of
agricultural land in Punjab have been submerged since
June, with about 4.5 million people affected and almost
1,000 killed nationwide. The province—home to major
agricultural districts such as Multan, Faisalabad, and
Jalalpur Pirwala—produces roughly half of Pakistan’s
staple crops. The charity said the floods are likely to
disrupt at least two crop cycles, creating serious risks
for national food supplies.

Islamic Relief has provided food, water, and shelter to
more than 140,000 flood-affected people but warned
that the scale of destruction requires immediate
support for farmers through seeds, fertilizer, and
agricultural inputs once the waters recede. Many
displaced families remain in temporary shelters after
losing their homes and livestock. [Arab News 1]

The disaster has also exposed growing tensions inside
the coalition government led by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif's Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) and the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP). The PPP,
which governs Sindh province, has called for
channeling federal flood aid through the Benazir
Income Support Programme (BISP), while Punjab’s
PML-N administration insists on using its own damage
assessments.

The disagreement widened after Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz defended her province's control over
river water allocation, prompting objections from
Sindh's PPP-led government, which has long accused
Punjab of limiting Indus River flows to downstream
regions.

President Asif Ali Zardari has met with senior officials
to mediate between the coalition partners. The PPP's
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Central Executive Committee will meet on October 18
to decide its position, with demands including local
elections in Punjab, BISP-based flood relief
distribution, and targeted assistance for farmers.

Punjab’s government has rejected the criticism,
arguing that flood-loss data should remain separate
from welfare databases. Despite tensions, political
observers expect the coalition to remain intact,
supported by Pakistan’'s military leadership, which
continues to play a central role in maintaining stability.
[Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Prime minister pledges reforms
in Azad Kashmir after deadly civil rights
unrest

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has pledged to address
governance and resource grievances in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) — the Pakistan-administered part of
the disputed Kashmir region — following violent civil
rights protests that left nine people dead, including six
civilians and three police officers.

The unrest was led by the Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami
Action Committee (JKJAAC), a coalition of local civil
society groups advocating for administrative reform,
fiscal transparency, and equitable resource sharing
within AJK. The group launched an indefinite lockdown
last month, demanding the removal of perks for
officials, the abolition of 12 legislative seats reserved
for Kashmiri migrants from the Indian-administered
side, and fair royalty payments for hydropower
projects supplying electricity to Pakistan’'s national grid.

As demonstrations escalated into clashes with police,
Islamabad dispatched a high-level delegation to assist
in negotiations. Talks resulted in an agreement aimed
at defusing tensions and addressing local economic
and political concerns. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Finance minister’'s U.S. meetings
highlight progress on USD 8.4 billion IMF
program

(Im) Pakistan's Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb this week held high-level meetings with US
officials, global financial institutions, and private
investors in Washington, D.C., underscoring
Islamabad’s dual strategy of deepening engagement
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
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restoring investor confidence through expanded
economic diplomacy.

Aurangzeb's visit coincided with substantial progress
toward a staff-level agreement (SLA) on Pakistan’s USD
8.4 billion IMF lending program, which combines a USD
7 billion Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and a USD 1.4
billion Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF). The
IMF credited Pakistan with adhering to fiscal discipline
and advancing climate-resilience reforms despite
political and financial constraints. Aurangzeb called the
talks “constructive” and said he expected the
agreement to be finalized during his Washington visit.
[Arab News 1] [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

The finance minister's meetings on the sidelines of the
IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings included talks with
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva, World
Bank President Ajay Banga, and senior officials from
the United States, China, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, the
United Kingdom, and Azerbaijan. Discussions centered
on accelerating project financing, digitalizing the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), and expanding
Pakistan's access to international capital markets.
[DAWN]

Aurangzeb also met Assistant US Treasury Secretary
Robert Kaproth, Counselor Jonathan Greenstein, and
executives from Citi, the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), and the Islamic Development Bank
(IsDB). Talks focused on stabilizing Pakistan's
macroeconomic fundamentals and leveraging external
partnerships to sustain recovery.

A central theme was Pakistan’s July 2025 tariff
agreement with the United States, which reduced
duties on Pakistani exports to 19 percent—the lowest
in South Asia—enhancing competitiveness and
reinforcing the case for deeper trade and investment
ties. Aurangzeb invited US companies to invest in the
energy, mining, agriculture, and information
technology sectors, emphasizing the country’s
improving regulatory environment and reform-driven
growth outlook.

At the IFC, both sides agreed to fast-track financial
closure for the Reko Dig copper and gold mining
project in Balochistan, one of Pakistan’s largest foreign
direct investment ventures. The IFC has committed
USD 700 million—a USD 300 million loan and a USD
400 million subordinated loan—to support the
project's development. Aurangzeb also met IsDB
President Dr. Muhammad Sulaiman Al-Jasser,
discussing financing for M-6 motorway sections, oil
facilities, and public health programs, including polio
eradication efforts. A new Country Engagement
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Framework will be established to guide future
collaboration. [Arab News 4]

Despite optimism abroad, Pakistan's IMF-driven fiscal
reforms have triggered domestic tensions. Provincial
governments, especially in Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, have resisted federal demands to co-
finance flood reconstruction under IMF fiscal discipline
requirements, arguing that disaster-related costs are
being unfairly shifted to local budgets already
constrained by delayed National Finance Commission
(NFC) transfers. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
urged the IMF to consider disaster expenditure in
assessing Pakistan's fiscal performance. [Arab News 5]

Despite these headwinds, Pakistan’s economy has
shown moderate recovery, with the National Accounts
Committee (NAC) reporting 3.04 percent GDP growth
in FY2025, up from earlier projections. The country’s
economic size rose to PKR 113.7 trillion (USD 398
billion) from PKR 105.2 trillion (USD 368 billion) in the
previous fiscal year. Sectoral data revealed uneven but
broad-based improvement: industry grew by 5.26
percent, services by 3.0 percent, and agriculture by
1.51 percent. The final quarter saw particularly strong
performance, with industrial output surging nearly 20
percent and electricity, gas, and water supply rising
over 120 percent due to base effects and subsidy
realignments.

The World Bank now projects Pakistan's economy to
expand by 2.6 percent in the current fiscal year
(FY2026), citing the lingering effects of flood damage
and climate disruptions, but expects growth to
accelerate to 3.4 percent in FY2027 if agricultural
output stabilizes and inflation continues to ease. [Arab
News 6]

Meanwhile, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) reported
progress on financial resilience, noting that financial
inclusion has risen from 47 percent in 2018 to 67
percent in 2025, with the gender gap in financial access
narrowing from 47 to 30 percent. SBP Governor Jameel
Ahmad said foreign reserves are now five times higher
than in early 2023, supported by “strategic interbank
purchases,” and inflation is expected to remain within
the five to seven percent target range. The central
bank has also introduced new microfinance
regulations, allowing loans of up to PKR 5 million (USD
17,500) for agriculture, microenterprise, and housing
projects. [Arab News 7]

Pakistan: Government expands state
shipping fleet to strengthen energy
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security and reduce foreign dependence

(Im) Pakistan is accelerating the expansion of its
national shipping fleet under a government-led
strategy to reduce reliance on foreign carriers and
strengthen control over energy and cargo logistics. The
Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC), the
state-owned operator managing the country’'s
merchant fleet, has acquired three oil tankers as part
of this plan, which aims to double its capacity by 2026
and cut Pakistan’s roughly USD 4 billion annual foreign
exchange outflow linked to sea-based trade.

Two Aframax-class oil tankers have already been
purchased for about USD 74.5 million each, while a
third medium-range vessel valued at USD 44.15 million
is in the final stages of acquisition. The new ships are
expected to join the fleet by the end of 2025. Following
the announcement, PNSC's share price rose seven
percent on the Pakistan Stock Exchange to PKR 501.84
(USD 1.81), reflecting investor confidence in the
sector's renewed momentum.

The expansion follows directives from Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and marks a shift toward maritime self-
sufficiency. According to Maritime Affairs Minister
Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry, the PNSC board
has approved tenders for 12 additional vessels—four
LR-2, four MR-2, and four MR-1 class ships—bringing
the fleet on track to reach 30 vessels by 2026. The
initiative also aims to support national energy imports
and provide strategic transport resilience amid global
supply disruptions.

Over 90 percent of Pakistan's trade moves by sea, and
the government views the maritime sector as critical to
both economic and energy security. The expansion
aligns with efforts to diversify trade routes and develop
regional shipping links, including new cargo and
passenger services with Bangladesh and emerging East
African markets. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Senior judge abducted and court
set on fire amid rising violence in
Balochistan

(Im) Armed men stormed a lower court in Maskan
Kalat, Kharan district, on October 7, abducting a senior
judge and setting the building on fire while hearings
were underway. Police said the attackers ransacked
court records, destroyed furniture, and briefly held
staff hostage before escaping. A search operation is
ongoing, though no group has claimed responsibility.
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The assault highlights worsening insecurity in
Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest but least-developed
province, where separatist insurgent groups have
intensified attacks on state institutions, infrastructure,
and non-local residents. The resource-rich region,
home to key China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
routes and projects, has seen a string of major
incidents in 2025, including a train hijacking in March
and a suicide bombing in Khuzdar in May that killed
several children. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Military adopts new rules of
engagement after Afghan border clashes

(my) Pakistan has introduced new rules of engagement
authorizing its armed forces to conduct direct strikes
inside Afghanistan in response to future cross-border
attacks. The decision follows intense fighting along
several sectors of the 2,600-kilometer Durand Line,
during which Pakistan’s army said it carried out
“limited and precise” operations against Taliban posts
and militant training centers used by the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

Security officials said the new rules allow repeated and
pre-emptive operations inside Afghan territory if the
Taliban fails to curb militant activity. The shift is
described as a formal change in Pakistan’'s engagement
policy, which previously limited cross-border action to
exceptional cases. [The Express Tribune]

Seychelles: Opposition leader Patrick
Herminie wins presidential runoff,
pledges unity and reform

(Im) Opposition leader Patrick Herminie has won the
presidential runoff election in Seychelles, defeating
incumbent President Wavel Ramkalawan with 52.7
percent of the vote against Ramkalawan’s 47.3 percent.
Herminie, a former speaker of parliament, leads the
United Seychelles party, which ruled the country from
1977 to 2020. His victory restores the party to power
after five years in opposition and gives it control of
both the executive and legislative branches, following
its concurrent parliamentary majority win.

In his victory address in Victoria, Herminie pledged to
lower the cost of living, rebuild public services, and
promote national unity, saying he would serve as “the
president of all Seychellois.” He also vowed to combat
corruption, reduce the retirement age, and implement
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the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission that investigated rights violations
following the 1977 coup.

The campaign centered on sovereignty, environmental
protection, and drug addiction, issues that have
become defining challenges for the archipelago nation
of 120,000 people. Seychelles, Africa’s wealthiest
country per capita, faces rising climate change risks
and what the United Nations has described as one of
the world's highest rates of heroin addiction, affecting
up to ten percent of the population. Herminie, who
once led the government's anti-drug agency, pledged
to strengthen rehabilitation efforts and tighten border
enforcement.

Public frustration over the government's 70-year lease
of part of Assomption Island to a Qatari developer for
a luxury resort also played a central role in the
election. Assomption Island, located about 1,100
kilometers southwest of the main island Mahé and
near the Aldabra Atoll, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
is an ecologically sensitive coral island. The deal—
which includes reconstructing an airstrip to
accommodate international flights—sparked a
sovereignty and environmental backlash, with critics
warning it favors foreign interests over national
welfare. Herminie has promised to cancel the lease
and review all agreements viewed as compromising
Seychelles’ sovereignty. [Associated Press] [Al Jazeera]
[France24]

Sri Lanka: Cabinet reshuffle reassigns key
portfolios amid opposition claims over
port ministry changes

(ss/Im) Sri Lanka has announced its first major cabinet
reshuffle under President Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
reassigning several key ministries in what the
government describes as a strategic reorganization to
improve coordination and accelerate progress toward
its 2026 development goals.

According to the official Gazette issued on October 12,
three new ministers and ten deputy ministers were
sworn in at the Presidential Secretariat on October 10.
[Daily Mirror 1]

Among the key changes, Bimal Ratnayake, a senior
member of the ruling left-wing National People's
Power (NPP) coalition, has been reassigned as Minister
of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development,
relinquishing the Ports and Civil Aviation portfolio,
which has been handed to Anura Karunathilaka, a
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technocrat known for his role in infrastructure
planning. Dr. H.M. Susil Ranasinghe, previously Deputy
Minister of Lands and Irrigation, was promoted to
Minister of Housing, Construction, and Water Supply.

The reshuffle also included ten new deputy ministers,
such as Dr. Anil Jayantha Fernando, who became
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning, alongside Dr.
Kaushalya Ariyaratne, Dinindu Saman Kumara,
Nishantha Jayaweera, and M.M.I. Arkam. [Daily Mirror
2] [Ada Derena]

Deputy Minister Fernando told Parliament that
Ratnayake's portfolio change was not disciplinary,
emphasizing that his responsibilities had been
expanded under the reorganization. His clarification
followed remarks by an opposition lawmaker who
linked the decision to a container clearance scandal
involving the release of hundreds of shipping
containers without proper customs inspection, which
has triggered a parliamentary inquiry into possible
revenue losses and oversight failures at Colombo Port.
[Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Government announces plan to
hold long-delayed Provincial Council
elections in 2026

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath
announced in Parliament that Provincial Council
elections—which have been postponed since 2018—
will finally be held next year, marking a potential step
toward restoring subnational democratic governance.

Herath said the government is still considering the
electoral framework, noting that discussions will
determine whether polls will take place under the
proportional representation system or a mixed model
combining proportional and constituency-based
representation.

The move is expected to draw both domestic and
international attention, as the restoration of Provincial
Councils—introduced under the 13th Amendment to
the Constitution as part of Sri Lanka's post-civil war
power-sharing commitments—is widely seen as a key
measure of devolution and political inclusion,
particularly for Tamil-majority regions in the north and
east. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Speaker affirms Constitutional
Council’s independence from
parliamentary privilege proceedings

(Im) Sri Lanka's Speaker of Parliament has clarified that
members of the Constitutional Council (CC), Sri Lanka’s
top oversight body responsible for recommending and
approving appointments to independent commissions
and key state offices, cannot be summoned or
penalized by the Parliamentary Privileges Committee,
emphasizing the Council's independent constitutional
status.

The statement followed a complaint from an
opposition member who alleged that the CC had
overstepped its authority in approving appointments
to the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery
or Corruption (CIABOC). The Speaker ruled that
parliamentary standing orders do not apply to the CC,
as it operates separately from the legislature under the
Constitution. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former president did not file
constitutional petition over arrest

(Im) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe has not
filed a Fundamental Rights (FR) petition in the Supreme
Court to challenge his August 2025 arrest by the
Criminal Investigation Department (CID), according to
court records reviewed by local media.

Wickremesinghe was arrested on August 22, 2025, in
connection with an investigation into the alleged
misuse of public funds for a private overseas trip. He
was later produced before the Colombo Fort
Magistrate’'s Court and granted bail on three sureties
of LKR 5 million (USD 17,000) each after four days in
remand custody. The magistrate’s inquiry into the
alleged financial misconduct is scheduled for October
29, and the case remains under active judicial review.

Under Article 126(2) of Sri Lanka’s Constitution, any
individual claiming a violation of fundamental rights by
an executive or administrative act must submit a
petition to the Supreme Court within one month of the
alleged infringement. In this case, the window to file
expired between September 22 and 26, yet no such
petition was lodged on the former president's behalf.
[Daily Mirror]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jrk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jru/

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court to hear
petitions by former CID chief over 2021
arrest

(Im) Sri Lanka's Supreme Court has granted leave to
proceed with three Fundamental Rights petitions filed
by former Criminal Investigations Department (CID)
Director Shani Abeysekara and two former CID officers,
who challenge their 2021 arrest by the Colombo
Crimes Division. The case is scheduled for arguments
on May 14, 2026.

The arrests were made in connection with allegations
of fabricating evidence in the prosecution of former
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Vaas Gunawardena,
who was convicted in 2013 for the murder of
businessman Mohamed Shyam. The alleged
fabrication related to a weapons cache was discovered
based on statements from Gunawardena's aides
during that investigation.

Abeysekara's detention has long been viewed by rights
advocates and observers as politically motivated, given
his role in probing high-profile cases involving senior
officials and politicians. His arrest came amid broader
concerns about the use of the justice system to target
investigators linked to sensitive corruption and human
rights cases.

The petitions argue that the 2021 arrests violated the
officers’ constitutional right to personal liberty and
were undertaken without proper legal basis. [Daily.
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Main opposition parties move
toward alliance, plan joint rally to
demonstrate unity

(Im) Sri Lanka's two largest opposition forces — the
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B) and the United National
Party (UNP) — are moving toward formal political
collaboration after years of rivalry, marking a major
realignment ahead of the 2026 general elections.

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa announced that
both the SJB’s working and management committees
have approved a resolution inviting the UNP to
cooperate under a new alliance framework. The
decision, endorsed by UNP Chairman Wajira
Abeywardena, paves the way for a joint political front
that could unite a broad spectrum of opposition
groups. [Daily Mirror 1]
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Premadasa’s endorsement of cooperation with the
UNP carries symbolic weight, as he previously served
as Deputy Leader of the UNP under Ranil
Wickremesinghe, before breaking away in 2020 over
leadership disputes to form the S)B. The move
suggests a pragmatic reconciliation between the two
historically linked parties, reflecting shared interest in
countering the left-leaning government of President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake.

As a first public show of unity, all opposition parties
have agreed to hold a large-scale rally in Nugegoda, a
key suburb of Colombo, next month. UNP Chairman
Abeywardena said the rally would serve as the
foundation for future cooperation, with plans for
additional joint events and coordinated electoral
strategies. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Proposed motion to ban ethnic
and religious parties' sparks
parliamentary dispute

(Im) A private member’s motion introduced by MP Ravi
Karunanayake to ban political parties formed on ethnic
or religious grounds has triggered a heated argument
in Sri Lanka's Parliament after the motion was
withdrawn from the order paper.

Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne explained that the
withdrawal followed a request from Opposition Leader
Sajith Premadasa and other MPs, who cited a court
order prohibiting legislation of this nature.
Karunanayake objected, asserting that his proposal
sought to promote national unity and intercommunal
harmony, not restricting political representation.
Premadasa countered that such initiatives should not
proceed until Sri Lanka has adequately addressed
justice and equality concerns among minority
communities, warning that premature bans could
deepen social divisions. [Daily Mirror]

If implemented, such a measure would primarily affect
minority-based parties like the Tamil National Alliance
(TNA), Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC), Eelam
People’'s Democratic Party (EPDP), All Ceylon Makkal
Congress (ACMC), and Tamil Makkal Thesiya Kootani
(TMTK)—all of which represent ethnic or religious
communities. Major national parties such as the
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), United National Party
(UNP), and Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) would
remain unaffected, as they are officially multi-ethnic.
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Sri Lanka: Government faces renewed
pressure over secrecy and accountability
in Easter Sunday attack investigations

(Im) Sri Lanka's government is under mounting
pressure to disclose progress in the long-running
investigation into the 2019 Easter Sunday bombings,
after contradictory statements by officials and rising
frustration among victims' families. The attacks, which
targeted churches and hotels on Easter Sunday, killed
more than 260 people, making them one of the
deadliest terrorist incidents in Sri Lanka’s history.

Tensions escalated after lawmaker from the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress (SLMC) claimed that Public Security
Secretary Ravi Seneviratne had informed a
parliamentary committee that the main conspirator
behind the bombings had been identified. The Ministry
of Public Security later denied these claims and
rejected separate social-media reports falsely alleging
that Seneviratne had implicated India in the attacks.
The ministry described the reports as misinformation
and announced a formal investigation into their
source. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Amid this controversy, Justice Minister Harshana
Nanayakkara told Parliament that no information
should be publicly disclosed while investigations are
ongoing, stressing that even Parliament cannot compel
such disclosure. He warned against attempts to
“disrupt the investigations in indirect ways.” [Daily
Mirror 3]

Victims' families, however, have demanded full
transparency, accusing successive governments of
politicizing the tragedy for electoral gain while failing to
deliver justice. They called on authorities to “stop the
media shows"” and reveal the mastermind’s identity,
arguing that continued secrecy only undermines public
trust. Representatives urged the government to bring
the case before court if a suspect has indeed been
identified. [Daily Mirror 4]

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake had pledged
during his 2024 campaign that uncovering and
prosecuting those behind the Easter Sunday attacks
would be a top priority of his administration. However,
more than six years after the bombings, families of the
victims continue to demand tangible legal action
instead of political statements.

Sri Lanka: Former army commander
denies threatening ex-president as two


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jyt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jyh/

former leaders seek return of security
vehicles

(Im) Sri Lanka’s former army commander and
parliamentarian Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, who led
the military under then-president Mahinda Rajapaksa
during the final phase of the civil war, has denied
allegations that he called for Rajapaksa’s execution.
Fonseka said his recent remarks made in Matara, in
southern Sri Lanka, were “misinterpreted” and that he
merely referred to how other countries might treat
leaders accused of betraying national interests. He was
responding to criticism following comments suggesting
that in some nations, those responsible for
compromising national security could face severe
punishment. Fonseka clarified that he did not intend to
advocate violence and that his remarks were
hypothetical. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Public Security confirmed
that former presidents Mahinda Rajapaksa and
Maithripala Sirisena have formally requested the
return of bulletproof vehicles previously withdrawn
under the Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal) Act, which
reduced the privileges of former heads of state. Public
Security Minister Ananda Wijepala said the requests
would be reviewed by a Threat Assessment Committee
— comprising senior officials, including the Secretary
to the Ministry of Public Security and the Inspector
General of Police — to determine whether restoring
the vehicles is necessary for security reasons.

According to the ministry, Rajapaksa had already
returned his vehicle in early October following a
directive to surrender official assets. His office has
since warned that the move could compromise his
safety. The committee is expected to make a final
recommendation based on its review. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Corruption watchdog faces
scrutiny amid political and personal
allegations

(Im) Sri Lanka’'s Commission to Investigate Allegations
of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC)—the country's key
anti-graft agency—has come under heightened
political and public scrutiny following two separate
controversies involving its leadership and recent
prosecutions.

In Parliament, an opposition MP accused CIABOC
Director General Ranga Dissanayake of conflicts of
interest and overstepping his role, alleging that
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Dissanayake’s wife had previously worked for former
Central Bank Governor Arjuna Mahendran, a central
figure in the 2015 Central Bank bond scandal. The MP
argued that the public had a right to know about
possible connections between anti-corruption officials
and individuals implicated in past financial misconduct,
warning that officials holding high office must remain
“beyond reproach.” [Daily Mirror 1]

Separately, the Bribery Commission faced allegations
of political bias after the arrest of Sepalika Saman
Kumari, a senior public servant and former Acting
Director General of the Office for Reparations, on
charges of aiding and abetting corruption in the
payment of LKR 8.5 million (approximately USD 29,700)
in compensation to former State Minister Shasheendra
Rajapaksa. The defense claimed the case was politically
motivated, while CIABOC maintained that the
investigation was conducted independently. The
Colombo Chief Magistrate granted bail, noting that the
suspect had not personally benefited financially from
the transaction. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Government pledges
reconciliation and legal reform amid
renewed scrutiny at UNHRC

(Im) Sri Lanka's Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath
announced that a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) Bill will soon be presented to
Parliament, signaling a new effort by the government
to address post-conflict accountability and
reconciliation. The TRC initiative—modeled on similar
processes in other post-conflict societies—aims to
establish a domestic mechanism to examine wartime
abuses and promote national healing.

Herath also confirmed plans to replace the Prevention
of Terrorism Act (PTA) with new legislation designed to
align with international human rights standards. The
PTA, in force since 1979, has long faced criticism from
the United Nations and civil society groups for enabling
prolonged detention without trial and curbing civil
liberties. The minister said these reforms are part of
broader efforts to improve Sri Lanka's human rights
record, which he acknowledged had already been
“internationalized and made complicated” before the
current administration assumed office in 2024. [Daily.
Mirror 1]

The announcement comes amid heightened political
debate following UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
action at its 60th session, where a resolution on Sri
Lanka was adopted without a vote. Opposition MP
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Namal Rajapaksa criticized the government for not
demanding a formal vote, accusing it of lacking the
political courage to defend Sri Lanka’s position. He
argued that the government's “double standards”
risked appeasing Tamil diaspora groups advocating for
greater international accountability over wartime
abuses.

The Rajapaksa family, which dominated Sri Lankan
politics for nearly two decades, remains closely tied to
the final phase of the civil war against the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 2009. While the family
continues to frame the victory as a national triumph
over terrorism, it has faced sustained international
allegations of war crimes and domestic resistance to
UN-led accountability mechanisms. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Authorities move to curb
misinformation as police pursue cases
against former MP and social media users

(Im) Sri Lankan authorities have intensified efforts to
counter defamation and misinformation, with new
legal actions targeting both social media users and a
former parliamentarian accused of spreading
unsubstantiated claims.

The Ministry of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and
Cooperative Development filed a complaint with the
Criminal Investigation Department (CID) against
several individuals and online platforms for publishing
false and defamatory content about Trade Minister
Wasantha Samarasinghe and his public relations
officer. The ministry said fabricated stories, edited
images, and misleading claims had circulated across
multiple Facebook pages and websites, aiming to
damage the minister’s personal and professional
reputation. [Daily Mirror 1]

In a separate case, police warned that legal action may
be taken against former MP and National Freedom
Front (NFF) leader Wimal Weerawansa after he failed
to substantiate allegations made during an October 2
press briefing. Weerawansa had claimed that a major
drug bust in Tangalle was linked to political figures and
carried out “with state sponsorship.” Upon questioning
by the Tangalle Divisional Criminal Investigation
Bureau, he admitted that his comments were based on
general assumptions and media reports, not direct
evidence, and retracted earlier claims that the
President had visited the suspect’'s home. [Daily Mirror
2]
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The National Freedom Front (NFF), founded in 2008 as
a breakaway faction of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP)—the party of current President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake—is known for its left-wing populist and
nationalist positions.

Sri Lanka: Opposition MP denounces
complaint over parliamentary remarks as
attack on free expression

(Im) Opposition lawmaker Chamara Sampath
Dassanayake has condemned a complaint filed against
him with the Criminal Investigation Department (CID),
asserting that it violates parliamentary privilege and
the right of elected representatives to speak freely in
the legislature. The complaint concerns his earlier
statement alleging that a minister's son had been
caught smoking an e-cigarette at school.

Addressing Parliament, Dassanayake said he would not
be intimidated by the inquiry and defended his
comments as part of his duty to raise public issues. “If
we are not allowed to express ourselves here, then it's
better to shut down this House,” he declared,
emphasizing that Parliament must remain a space for
open debate and accountability.

He also criticized government figures for what he
described as attempts to suppress dissent, while
accusing some ministers of taking undue credit for
development projects in his constituency. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Prime minister distances
government from unauthorized LGBTQ
tourism letter

(ss) In Parliament, Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya
said that a recent letter issued by the Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA) promoting
LGBTQ-inclusive tourism had been sent without prior
government approval. She explained that the Tourism
Minister had already clarified the government's official
position, stating that “the government will not promote
or give special privileges to any particular group.” [Daily.
Mirror]

The clarification follows weeks of controversy
surrounding the tourism board’s earlier endorsement
of a project by rights group Equal Ground to promote
LGBTIQ-inclusive travel. The initiative, supported by the
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Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau, sought to
position the country as a welcoming destination
through stakeholder training and international
marketing efforts.

However, the move triggered strong political and
religious backlash, with Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) parliamentarian Namal Rajapaksa — the eldest
son of former President Mahinda Rajapaksa — arguing
that Sri Lanka's natural beauty and heritage are
sufficient to attract tourists without highlighting sexual
identity. Similar criticism came from Tamil legislator
Ramanathan Archchuna and former health minister
Channa Jayasumana, while Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith,
the Archbishop of Colombo, warned that LGBTQ
tourism could undermine cultural values and expose
youth to exploitation. [AIR No. 39, September/2025, 5]

As background, same-sex sexual acts remain
criminalized under Sections 365 and 365A of Sri
Lanka's Penal Code, though these colonial-era
provisions are rarely enforced. The Supreme Court has
ruled that imposing imprisonment for consensual
same-sex relations is inappropriate and that
decriminalization would not be unconstitutional, yet
Parliament has not enacted legal reform to repeal the
relevant sections.

Sri Lanka: Archbishop warns against
adopting Western-style ban on corporal
punishment

(Im) Archbishop of Colombo Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith
has criticized the government’s plan to ban corporal
punishment, warning it could create “unwanted
problems” for families and teachers by allowing
children to file complaints against parents or
educators. He argued that Sri Lanka should avoid
“copying Western countries,” where, in his view,
secularism has replaced moral and religious values.

The remarks come amid ongoing government efforts
to align domestic child protection laws with
international human rights standards, including
commitments under the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child, which urges states to prohibit all forms of
corporal punishment. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Study warns of rising
adolescent depression amid social and
institutional strain


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jjk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-jju/

(Im) A new study has found that one in four Sri Lankan
adolescents shows symptoms of clinical depression,
while over half report high levels of psychological
distress.

The research, conducted among more than 1,000
upper secondary students in the Gampaha district—a
populous region just north of Colombo often seen as a
microcosm of Sri Lanka'’s urban-rural divide—found
that 24 percent of participants exhibited depressive
symptoms and 60 percent reported significant distress.

Experts identified gender disparities, family conflict,
academic pressure, exposure to violence, and social
media dependence as leading drivers of adolescent
stress. Girls were found to be significantly more
vulnerable to depression than boys. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: AlIB provides USD 52 Million for
Sri Lanka’s Power Grid Upgrade

(ss) The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB)
has approved a USD 52 million sovereign-backed loan
to Sri Lanka for strengthening the Kerawalapitiya, Port
L second transmission line project. The loan pact was
signed in Colombo by Finance Secretary Harshana
Suriyapperuma and Rajat Misra, AllB’s Director General
for Public Sector Clients, in the presence of energy and
development officials and AlIB President Jin Liqun. As a
founding member of the AlIB, Sri Lanka has already
benefited from five infrastructure projects totaling USD
534 million.

The USD 52 million funding will support the
construction and commissioning of a new 220 kV
underground cable link between the Kerawalapitiya
switching station and Colombo's Port L substation. This
additional capacity is intended to manage growing
electricity demand in Greater Colombo and enable
efficient transmission of renewable power from
northern and eastern regions. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: IMF and World Bank highlight
progress and challenges in reform
program ahead of 2026 Budget

(Im) Sri Lanka’'s economic reform program under the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) continues to gain
traction, with the Fund announcing a staff-level
agreement on the fifth review of its four-year Extended
Fund Facility (EFF). Once formally approved by the IMF
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Executive Board, the country will receive about USD
347 million, bringing total disbursements under the
program to approximately USD 2.04 billion.

The IMF mission commended the government for
maintaining macroeconomic stability, citing 4.8 percent
year-on-year growth in the first half of 2025, inflation
of 1.5 percent in September, and foreign reserves
reaching USD 6.1 billion. Debt restructuring is
reportedly nearing completion, with only USD 0.5
billion of the USD 28 billion in external debt still under
review. The Fund urged Colombo to sustain reform
momentum, emphasizing that governance reformes,
state-owned enterprise (SOE) restructuring, and energy
sector transparency are essential to reducing fiscal
risks and attracting investment.

Among IMF priorities ahead of the 2026 Budget are the
operationalization of the Public Debt Management
Office (PDMO) to strengthen investor confidence,
maintaining cost-recovery electricity tariffs, improving
tax compliance and revenue mobilization, and
ensuring fiscal discipline and transparency in budget
execution. The IMF stressed that long-term stability will
depend on consistent implementation of structural
reforms, predictable policymaking, and continued
cooperation with multilateral partners. [Ada Derana]
[Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Complementing the IMF's findings, a World Bank
report released on October 11 noted that the
government's budget implementation during the first
seven months of 2025 was unusually slow, with only
22.2 percent of the annual allocation spent, a nearly 20
percent decline compared to the previous year. The
under-execution was attributed to delays in passing
the Appropriation Act and slow progress on
restructured bilateral projects.

Despite spending delays, revenue collection increased
by 26.5 percent, mainly from import-related taxes such
as VAT and excise duties on newly resumed vehicle
imports, which surged thirteenfold to USD 506 million
by July. The strong revenue and weak capital spending
together produced an 87.5 percent increase in the
primary budget surplus during January-July 2025. [The
Economic Times] [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: President pledges minimum
daily wage increase for plantation
workers by year-end

(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has pledged
that Sri Lanka's plantation workers will receive a
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minimum daily wage of LKR 1,750 (USD 6) within this
year, following years of demands from the country’s
estate labor force for higher pay.

He made the announcement while inaugurating an
Indian-funded housing project in Nuwara Eliya, a major
plantation district in Sri Lanka’s central highlands
known for its tea industry and large Tamil-origin labor
community.

The president described the wage increase as a matter
of basic rights and long overdue justice for plantation
workers, many of whom remain among the lowest-
paid segments in Sri Lanka's formal economy. Labor
unions and rights groups have repeatedly argued that
the current wage structure fails to meet minimum
living costs amid inflation and rising food prices. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government approves USD 10
million project to modernize country’s
oldest airport

(ss) The Sri Lankan Cabinet has approved the
construction of a new airfield facility complex at
Rathmalana Airport, allocating USD 10 million for the
project. The decision revives an earlier plan first
discussed in September 2019, and the contract has
been awarded to Sanken Construction (Private) Limited
following a national competitive bidding process.
Located just south of Colombo, Rathmalana Airport is
the country's oldest operational airport and serves
both domestic and regional flights, as well as limited
private and charter operations. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Colombo Port posts USD 107
million profit amid higher cargo volumes
and infrastructure upgrades

(ss) Over the first eight months of 2025, the Port of
Colombo — Sri Lanka’s largest and busiest seaport,
serving as a key transshipment hub for South Asia —
recorded a net profit of LKR 32.2 billion (USD 107
million) after tax, representing a year-on-year increase
of about 71 percent, according to the Ministry of
Transport.

Officials attributed the growth to a six-percent rise in
container throughput, renewed terminal service
agreements, and ongoing cost-optimization measures.
The ministry also noted that the completion of major
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infrastructure upgrades, including the Eastern
Terminal and the Jaya Container Terminal, significantly
improved efficiency and capacity. [Ada Derena] [Sri
Lanka News]

Sri Lanka: Opposition claims government
backtracked on plan to transfer police
oversight powers

(Im) The Sri Lankan government has reportedly
suspended plans to transfer key powers from the
National Police Commission to the Inspector General
of Police (IGP) after objections were raised in
Parliament, prompting fears that the move could
erode institutional independence and strengthen
executive influence over law enforcement.

The National Police Commission is an independent
constitutional body responsible for overseeing police
appointments, promotions, transfers, and disciplinary
actions, established to ensure the autonomy and
accountability of Sri Lanka's police service. The
proposed change would have allowed the IGP to
assume some of the Police Commission’s authority
over personnel management and disciplinary control.
Opposition members argued that such a transfer
risked undermining checks and balances by
concentrating operational and administrative powers
within the police hierarchy.

Government officials defended the proposal as
constitutionally permissible, citing previous precedents
in which limited authority was reassigned from
independent bodies. They insisted that the Police
Commission would retain final decision-making power
and that procedural safeguards—such as internal
reviews and oversight from senior officers—would
prevent abuse. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Army promotions mark 76th
anniversary as authorities pursue mass
desertion cases

(Im) Sri Lanka marked the 76th anniversary of its Army
with large-scale promotions and renewed efforts to
address widespread desertions across the armed
forces. President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, in his
capacity as Commander-in-Chief, approved the
promotion of five Brigadiers to the rank of Major
General in recognition of officers injured in action,
acknowledging their “dedication and sacrifice for the
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nation.” The decision was made following
recommendations by the Defence Ministry and the
Army Commander. [Daily Mirror 1]

In a parallel move, the Army promoted 7,979 non-
commissioned officers, from Lance Corporal to
Warrant Officer, to honor their service and
commitment. [Daily Mirror 2]

However, the celebrations took place amid serious
disciplinary challenges. The Defence Ministry reported
that over 50,000 personnel across the tri-forces—
including 385 Army officers and thousands of other
ranks—are currently absent without official leave
(AWOL). Authorities have intensified arrests and
disciplinary actions against deserters, warning that
those who fail to voluntarily surrender will face legal
proceedings before discharge.

Officials have ruled out a general amnesty, citing
security concerns following a rise in crimes involving
former military personnel. Despite the scale of
desertions, defense authorities maintain that the
situation will not derail plans to downsize the military
by 2030, as the annual AWOL figures have already
been factored into the restructuring strategy. [Daily
Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Police chief backs officer in
courtroom assault case

A courtroom altercation between a police constable
and a lawyer in Mount Lavinia, a judicial suburb of
Colombo, has turned into a high-profile test case for
police accountability and institutional loyalty.

The officer, who was arrested for allegedly assaulting a
lawyer during a dispute over vehicle access within the
court premises on October 10, was granted bail of LKR
400,000 (USD 1,360) on October 13. His release drew
cheers from onlookers, with supporters surrounding
his vehicle and briefly carrying him on their shoulders.
[Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Inspector General of Police (IGP) Priyantha
Weerasuriya publicly announced that the Police
Department will seek legal support from the Attorney
General to represent the officer in court. He said a
state counsel will assist in the case and that the Police
Special Investigation Unit has been instructed to
determine whether the officer acted within proper
procedure. The IGP also insisted that an independent
inquiry is underway to ensure impartiality. [Daily
Mirror 3]
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Sri Lanka: Authorities warn of rising
online investment scams causing major
financial losses

(Im) The Sri Lanka Computer Emergency Response
Team (SLCERT) has reported a sharp rise in online
fraud cases, particularly scams promising high returns
on foreign stock investments. According to SLCERT,
victims have reported losses ranging from LKR 1
million to LKR 30 million (USD 3,400 to USD 102,000),
underscoring the scale of the emerging cybercrime
trend. Most schemes involve fraudulent trading
platforms or social media accounts posing as
investment advisers. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Government launches disaster
policy framework to boost national
resilience

(ga) Brunei has launched the Disaster Management
Strategic Policy Framework (DMSPF) and the Basic
Public Safety Handbook to strengthen national
resilience and public awareness.

The launch, officiated by Minister of Home Affairs
Ahmaddin Abdul Rahman during the ASEAN Day for
Disaster Management celebration, aligns with the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-
2030—a global agreement adopted by United Nations
member states in March 2015 in Sendai, Japan—and
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ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and
Emergency Response (AADMER).

The DMSPF sets strategic directions for preparedness,
mitigation, response, and recovery, while the
handbook provides key references for public safety
measures and emergency actions, involving agencies
such as the Royal Brunei Armed Forces, Royal Brunei
Police Force, Emergency Medical Ambulance Services,
Fire and Rescue Department, and the Ministry of
Education. Both initiatives emphasize a whole-of-
nation approach, highlighting community involvement
and grassroots leadership in disaster preparedness.
[Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Residential property prices rise 9.9
percent in Brunei Q2 2025

(ga) Brunei Darussalam’s Residential Property Price
Index (RPPI) rose in the second quarter of 2025,
reflecting higher residential property prices and
transaction volumes.

The RPPI stood at 96.5 points, marking a 1.5 percent
increase year-on-year compared to Q2 2024 and a 9.9
percent rise quarter-on-quarter from Q1 2025. The
index, compiled by the Brunei Darussalam Central
Bank (BDCB) in collaboration with the Ministry of
Development through the Authority for Building
Control and Construction Industry (ABCi), measures
price changes in private residential properties
purchased by households.

Mortgage data from banks showed 146 private
residential property transactions in Q2 2025—up 41.7
percent from the previous quarter and 18.7 percent
higher than a year earlier. Detached houses made up
the majority of transactions (60.3 percent), followed by
semi-detached houses (18.5 percent), terrace houses
(12.3 percent), apartments (8.2 percent), and land (0.7
percent).

The overall median purchase price for all property
types reached BND 254,500 (USD 198,001), an increase
of 15.7 percent quarter-on-quarter and 1.8 percent
year-on-year. [Brunei Darussalam Central Bank]

Brunei: Business sentiment holds steady
in August amid mixed sector outlook

(ga) Brunei's Business Sentiment Index (BSI) for August
2025 stood at 50.0, showing overall business
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conditions remained unchanged from the previous
month, with mixed sectoral and size-based
performances

The Central Bank of Brunei Darussalam (BDCB)
reported that optimism was supported by school
holiday activities, project awards, export opportunities,
and in-country events such as graduation ceremonies
and cultural festivals.

However, some sectors noted weaker demand due to
outbound travel, weather-related disruptions, limited
projects, cash flow pressures, and overseas
competition. The one-month-ahead index also
recorded 50.0, indicating businesses expect similar
conditions in September.

By sub-index, Investment registered 50.4 in August,
50.1 for one month ahead, and 50.5 for three months
ahead, reflecting continued activity in facility upgrades,
inventory restocking, and new projects. Employment
stood at 49.9 for both the current and one-month-
ahead outlook, pointing to slightly negative
recruitment trends as firms faced limited projects,
manpower shortages, and contract expirations. Costs
were at 50.3 in August but expected to fall to 49.6 in
September, with large firms anticipating lower
expenses after maintenance works.

Sector-wise, optimism was observed in Transport &
Communication (50.7), Hotels & Restaurants (50.3), Oil
& Gas Related (50.1), and Agriculture (50.1). Real Estate
(49.9), Manufacturing (49.9), Construction (49.8), Other
Private Services (49.7), and Health & Education (49.4)
showed more pessimism.

By size, large and micro businesses reported neutral
conditions (50.0), while small (49.5) and medium (49.9)
businesses leaned pessimistic. [Brunei Darussalam
Central Bank]

Cambodia: Exports surge in first nine
months of 2025

(dgl) Cambodia’s export sector recorded strong growth
in the first nine months of 2025, generating over USD
22.3 billion, a 12.9 percent increase compared to the
same period in 2024. The United States was the largest
market, with exports exceeding USD 9.2 billion, up 22
percent. Overall trade with major partners reached
USD 46.9 billion, up 14.8 percent, while imports rose
16.6 percent to USD 24.6 billion.
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China remains Cambodia’s largest trading partner by
volume at USD 14.2 billion, though the country runs a
significant trade deficit with China, exporting just USD
1.18 billion while importing over USD 13 billion.
Vietnam and Japan followed as top export markets,
with USD 3 billion and USD 1.16 billion in exports,
respectively.

Rice exports contributed nearly USD 409 million from
over 596,000 tons shipped to 69 markets, including
Europe (USD 192 million), China and Hong Kong (USD
85 million), and ASEAN countries (USD 67 million).
Cambodia also exported more than 5.2 million tons of
paddy rice to neighboring countries, generating USD
1.2 billion.

Key export commodities included garments, textiles,
rubber products, leather goods, footwear, electronics,
furniture, nuts, fruits, and vehicle parts. Major imports
were oil, machinery, vehicle parts, electronics, plastics,
rubber products, artificial fibers, and steel.
[Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Stock market set to exceed
USD 700 million by year-end

(gm) Investment capital in Cambodia’s securities
market is expected to surpass USD 700 million by the
end of 2025, according to Sou Socheat, Director
General of the Securities and Exchange Regulator of
Cambodia (SERC). Speaking at the Annual Securities
Conference 2025 in Phnom Penh on October 7,
Socheat said investment has already reached USD 550
million, with an additional USD 100 million to be
injected by a new firm this week, and over USD 700
million expected to be mobilized by year-end.

Cambodia currently has 25 listed companies—11
equity issuers and 14 bond issuers, including green
and sustainability bonds—with total market
capitalization at about USD 2.75 billion, or 5.73 percent
of GDP. Over 60,000 investors are registered with
SERC, and the number could double as the market
expands, according to Sou.

The conference featured discussions on sustainable
finance, digital assets, and regional market integration,
drawing participants from government, ASEAN
regulators, development partners, and the private
sector. [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia: Human rights organization
urges stronger immigration law
enforcement

(dgl) Human rights organization LICADHO has urged
stronger enforcement of Cambodia’s immigration laws
following the arrest of 290 foreign workers in Preah
Sihanouk province for allegedly working without
proper documentation. The detainees—216 Pakistanis,
68 Bangladeshis, and six Nepalis—were apprehended
after a protest on October 4-5 against Chinese
employers who reportedly made racist remarks toward
workers' religions.

Authorities continue investigations and are preparing
legal proceedings against those arrested. The incident
drew public scrutiny, with questions raised over why
the illegal employment was only detected after the
protest. LICADHO operations director Am Sam Ath
criticized the weak enforcement of immigration
regulations and called for measures to tackle
corruption, noting that illegal immigration is often
linked to online scams.

The appeal for stricter law enforcement comes amid
recent Anti-Corruption Unit arrests of four officials
accused of taking bribes to release Thai nationals
detained for immigration violations and online fraud,
with two additional suspects still at large.
[Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Authorities arrest 80 in major
online scam raid

(dgl) Phnom Penh authorities apprehended 80
individuals linked to a suspected online scam
operation in Chamkar Mon district, in what officials
describe as a significant step in combating cybercrime.

The detainees, who included 15 women and nationals
from seven countries, highlight the international scope
of the operation. Among them were 57 Chinese
(including four women), one from Chinese Taipei, five
Malaysians (two women), nine from Myanmar (three
women), two from Vietnam (one woman), two from
Nepal, and five Cambodian women.

Authorities seized a large quantity of electronic
equipment, including 204 monitors, 128 CPUs, and
three laptops, believed to be used in the scam. The
Chamkar Mon police are now working with the Anti-
Cybercrime Department to analyze the evidence and
identify all individuals involved. [Khmer Times]
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Indonesia: Lawmakers approve almost
double of lawmakers’ allowance just
weeks after protests

(ms) Indonesia’s House of Representatives has nearly
doubled a key allowance for its lawmakers, sparking
renewed public criticism just weeks after violent
demonstrations over parliamentary perks rocked the
country.

Deputy Speaker Sufmi Dasco Ahmad confirmed that
the recess allowance — funds provided to legislators to
conduct activities in their constituencies between
sessions — rose from IDR 400 million to IDR 700
million (USD 24,100 to USD 42,200) per break. The
increase, which took effect on October 3, comes only a
month after the government pledged to tighten
spending on political privileges following mass protests
in August. With parliament taking about five recesses
per year, each lawmaker could now receive up to IDR
3.5 billion (USD 211,000) annually in recess allowances
alone, excluding other benefits such as housing,
transport, and operational funds. By comparison, the
average annual wage in Indonesia is estimated
between IDR 60 million and 84 million (USD 4,200 to
USD 5,900), meaning a single legislator's yearly
allowance now equals roughly forty times the income
of an average worker. The timing and magnitude of the
hike have reignited public anger, with critics calling it a
tone-deaf move that undermines recent concessions
following the deadly August protests.

Those protests, which spread to 32 of Indonesia’s 38
provinces, began as demonstrations against
lawmakers' generous IDR 100 million (USD 6,000)
monthly housing and transport allowances but quickly
evolved into a broader movement against corruption
and economic inequality. The unrest turned deadly
after clashes between protesters and police left 10
people dead and more than 5,000 arrested — the most
violent civil disturbance in Indonesia in over two
decades.

Dasco defended the latest increase, arguing that the
adjustment was based on rising living costs rather than
a new benefit. “This is not a raise, it's a policy decided
by the House Secretariat after reviewing various
aspects,” he said, adding that the previous rate had
been in place since 2019. He also announced plans for
a digital reporting system allowing the public to track
lawmakers' use of the funds.

Critics, however, say the timing and scale of the
allowance hike demonstrate tone-deafness among



Indonesia’s political elite. Lucius Karus of the Formappi
parliamentary watchdog said the move undermines
recent concessions made to calm public anger: “We
were satisfied when the housing allowance was
abolished, but another fantastic perk has appeared.”

While Indonesia remains Southeast Asia’s largest
economy and a G20 member, the World Bank
estimates that over 25 million Indonesians still live
below the poverty line, fueling resentment over
perceived government excess and widening social
inequality. [BBC] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Finance ministry cracking
down on tax evaders amid revenue push

(gp) Indonesia's Finance Ministry is intensifying its
crackdown on tax evasion, dramatically expanding
enforcement against such offenders. Although the
government has historically highlighted roughly 200
high-profile cases of tax evasion as a major goal for
enforcement, the finance ministry has just announced
action against thousands of tax evaders nationwide.
According to one top official, "There are thousands of
tax evaders... the 200 are of concern due to the large
numbers and the fact that their cases involve many
parties,” explaining that such cases may require
further inter-ministerial collaboration and more time
to resolve. As of September 2025, 84 of these 200
taxpayers have already made payments totaling IDR
5.1 trillion (USD 311 million). [Tempo]

The ministry faces various challenges in collecting
outstanding taxes, as many cases involve long-standing
issues such as ongoing legal proceedings, bankruptcy
situations, or tax receivables requiring further
verification. Under Indonesia's tax regulations outlined
in Law No. 7 of 2021 on Tax Regulation Harmonization,
tax receivables are only recorded after the Tax
Assessment Letter has been approved by the taxpayer
or has obtained permanent legal force following
completion of all legal processes. [Antara]

This crackdown on tax evasion has been a promise of
Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa since his
appointment last month. The new minister has vowed
to raise government revenue to facilitate increased
spending, while also providing tax relief for low-income
individuals and small Indonesian businesses. As such,
Sadewa has emphasized tax evasion as a key priority
for his ministry, vowing to claw back trillions in
withheld funds.
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Indonesia: Government opens
investigations following fatal school
collapse

(gp) On October 7, Indonesia officially ended search
and rescue operations at the collapsed Al Khoziny
Islamic Boarding School in Sidoarjo, East Java, with
authorities confirming 67 deaths in what has become
the country's deadliest non-natural disaster this year.
The tragedy has prompted both a criminal
investigation and calls for comprehensive reforms in
building safety oversight across Indonesia's more than
40,000 Islamic boarding schools. [Antara]

On September 29, a three-story prayer room at Al
Khoziny collapsed while approximately 170 students
were performing afternoon prayers on the first floor.
At the time of the collapse, a truck was pouring
concrete on the third floor of the unfinished structure,
which authorities believe may not have been able to
support the added weight. [The Jakarta Post]

Now, East Java Police have launched a criminal
investigation into the incident, with Police Chief
Inspector General Nanang Avianto stating that
preliminary findings pointed to negligence in the
building's construction. Investigators have questioned
17 witnesses and plan to consult civil engineering and
criminal law experts to determine whether criminal
violations occurred during construction. Crucially, the
collapsed structure did not have a valid building permit
and was allegedly built without adhering to proper
safety or structural regulations.

In response, Coordinating Social Empowerment
Minister Muhaimin Iskandar said the government
would establish a task force to conduct a building audit
at all Islamic boarding schools and to carry out urgent
repairs, starting with the oldest and most at-risk
facilities. Notably, out of the 42,433 Islamic boarding
schools registered with the Religious Affairs Ministry,
only about 50 have obtained building approvals. [Asia
News Network]

Indonesia: Journalist group exposes
rampant police abuses

(gp) Indonesia's Alliance of Independent Journalists
(AJ) has released a report documenting widespread
police brutality and misconduct across multiple
provinces, calling for urgent systemic reforms to
address what it describes as deep-rooted institutional
problems. The report, titled "Dark Record: Police
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Conduct Rekindles Calls for Reform," was released on
October 3, compiling 23 local investigations from
eleven media outlets across the country over the past
three months. The investigations detail a wide range of
police misconduct, from unprofessional law
enforcement to instances where officers themselves
became perpetrators of crimes, including sexual
violence, extrajudicial killings, and violent crowd
control.

Further, the report highlights the impunity with which
Indonesian police are able to act. In East Nusa
Tenggara alone, seven sexual violence cases involving
police officers occurred between January and August
2025, with only one case reaching court while six
others resulted merely in ethics hearings — just two
resulted in dismissals. The report also exposed
extrajudicial killings across several regions, such as the
shooting death of a student in Semarang by officer
Aipda Robig Zaenudin, which was subsequently
covered up through coordinated intimidation efforts
by the police. Additionally, several such cases in South
Sulawesi and Lampung have been similarly covered up,
having never been raised in the media. [Tempo]

Journalists have also been victims of police brutality,
with the latest case reported last month in Mimika,
Central Papua, involving four journalists from
Papuanewsonline.com. AJl alleges that officers
intimidated, tortured and forced them to sign
statements pledging not to publish “negative” news on
the police after the outlet criticized the institution. [The
Jakarta Post]

These calls for reform have intensified following
nationwide protests in late August after an online
motorcycle taxi driver was killed by a police tactical
vehicle. In response, President Prabowo Subianto has
vowed to establish an independent commission for
police reform. However, activist groups and
parliamentary lawmakers alike have raised serious
doubts surrounding the commission’s formation,
urging for greater transparency and public
participation — pleas which have so far fallen on deaf
ears.

Indonesia: Papua in focus as Prabowo
installs leaders and a new development
committee

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto has created the
Executive Committee for the Acceleration of Papua
Development, naming former acting Papua Highlands
governor Velix Vernando Wanggai as chair alongside
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nine members drawn from central and regional
figures. The committee is tasked with assisting the
Papua Special Autonomy Acceleration Board (BP3OKP),
which—under the 2021 special autonomy law—is led
by the vice president.

The move follows a broader reshuffle that also
confirmed newly elected Papua provincial leaders. It
signals Jakarta's intent to push a development-first
agenda in a region long marked by infrastructure gaps,
low human-development indicators and periodic
violence. Papua’s governance has recently been
overhauled—most notably by the 2022 decision to split
the territory into additional provinces to improve
service delivery, a policy that drew both support and
rights-based concerns.

To translate this intent into outcomes, the
administration has paired institutional coordination
with welfare spending. Early priorities flagged by
officials include housing construction in the highlands,
basic health and education services, and connectivity
projects aimed at reducing isolation between districts.
The new executive committee is expected to align
central budgets with provincial plans, set delivery
milestones, and publish measurable targets—steps
that could help address long-standing complaints
about fragmented programs and slow execution.

Security policy forms the other half of the
government's approach and shapes the operating
environment for development. Under Prabowo, joint
TNI-Polri operations against the West Papua National
Liberation Army (TPNPB) have continued in Central
Highlands regencies such as Puncak, Yahukimo, Intan
Jaya, Pegunungan Bintang, and Nduga. Authorities
frame these deployments as necessary to protect
civilians and public services, while rights organizations
report that fighting intensified through early-mid 2025
and contributed to new displacement. Human Rights
Watch and other monitors have urged all parties to
uphold international humanitarian law, citing accounts
of helicopter- and drone-supported actions and calling
for transparent investigations wherever civilian harm is
alleged. [Jakarta Globe] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: West Java to publish names of
underperforming civil servants on social
media

(ms) West Java Governor Dedi Mulyadi plans to publish
the identities of underperforming provincial civil
servants on official social media accounts starting
November 1. According to statements made at a
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government performance review in Bandung, the pilot
will run in three agencies—the Health Office, Education
Office, and Environmental Office—before expanding to
all 27 districts and cities under the provincial
administration in early 2026.

Under the plan, each regional government
organization will announce its lowest-performing
employee on a monthly basis. The governor has said
that names, photographs, and addresses would be
posted on platforms including TikTok, Instagram,
Facebook, and X. In parallel, the province will also
release a monthly list recognizing top-performing
employees.

The West Java administration says results will be based
on attendance and performance indicators compiled
by the Bureau of Organization and Bureaucratic
Reform. Officials have stated that data will be verified
monthly before publication. Regional Secretary Elin
Suharliah has said no employee will be named without
supporting evidence.

Governor Dedi has framed the approach as a
transparency measure intended to make public-sector
performance more visible. He has stated that
recognition will also be given to those who meet or
exceed targets. Dedi, inaugurated as West Java
governor on February 20, 2025, is known for frequent
social media engagement and has previously
highlighted digital channels as tools for communicating
government programs.

Public reaction has been mixed. Supporters have
described the plan as a step toward stronger
accountability in the civil service. Some politicians and
policy observers have criticized the proposal, citing
potential risks to employee privacy and concerns that
publication of personal data could lead to online
harassment. Labor and governance commentators
have also questioned whether attendance-based
metrics adequately reflect job performance and
whether there will be clear processes for appeal or
correction in the event of errors. [Jakarta Globe] [South
China Morning Post]

Indonesia: B50 palm-oil biodiesel seen as
key to ending diesel imports by 2026

(ms) Indonesia is stepping on the gas of its palm-oil
biodiesel push, betting that a nationwide switch to a 50
percent blend—known as B50—can end diesel imports
as soon as next year. Road tests for B50 are now
underway across vehicles, ships, trains, and heavy
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equipment, following laboratory trials completed in
August. Energy Minister Bahlil Lahadalia said the
government aims to wrap up testing and move to a full
mandate in the second half of 2026, with an interim
step to B45 possible. If performance and supply line
up, he argued, Indonesia could halt foreign diesel
purchases in 2026.

The plan extends a policy arc that has already made
Indonesia a global outlier in biofuel adoption. The
country currently mandates B40, a 40 percent palm oil
blend, after incrementally increasing the share from
B30 earlier this decade. Authorities see B50 as both an
energy-security play and an economic hedge: by using
more domestically produced palm oil, Indonesia can
reduce exposure to imported fuel price swings while
keeping more value at home. Officials estimate the
biodiesel program saved at least $40.71 billion in
foreign exchange between 2020 and 2025 and could
add another $10.84 billion in 2026 if B50 is
implemented that year.

Scaling up won't be trivial. The energy ministry projects
B50 would require about 20.1 million kiloliters of palm-
based biofuel annually, up from roughly 15.6 million KL
under B40. Meeting that demand means squeezing
more from existing plantations through yield
intensification and, if necessary, expanding planted
area. Bahlil left the door open to curbing palm oil
exports should domestic needs outstrip supply—an
option that would ripple through global vegetable-oil
markets given Indonesia’s status as the world's largest
exporter.

The biodiesel drive also reflects a deeper structural
vulnerability in Indonesia’s fuel system. Despite
producing around 608,100 barrels of crude oil per day
—close to its 2025 budget target of 605,000 bpd—
domestic consumption sits near 1.6 million bpd. Aging
refineries cover only about 60 percent of national fuel
demand, forcing heavy reliance on imported gasoline
and diesel, much of it from Singapore’s refining hub.
That import dependence is costly for the state budget
and leaves the economy exposed to external shocks.
Jakarta is pursuing multi-billion-dollar refinery
expansions to close the gap, but new capacity will take
years to materialize.

Against this backdrop, B50 functions as a near-term
pressure valve. By shrinking diesel import volumes, it
can buy time for upstream and downstream oil
investments to catch up. The government also insists
the biofuel shift won't undermine upstream ambitions:
Bahlil voiced confidence that 2025 oil “lifting” would hit
605,000 bpd after years of missed targets, even as he
acknowledged the long lead times inherent in



exploration. [Asia Times] [Bio Energy Times] [Jakarta
Globe 1] [Jakarta Globe 2]

Indonesia: Energy ministry pushing to
exploit community oil wells

(gp) Indonesia's Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources has identified approximately 45,000
community-owned oil wells across the country for
formalization and development under a new
regulatory framework aimed at boosting national oil
production via increased local participation. Energy
Minister Bahlil Lahadalia said the policy is outlined in
Ministerial Regulation No. 14 of 2025, which provides a
legal framework for cooperatives, micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMEs), and Regional-Owned
Enterprises (BUMD) to officially manage traditional oil
wells in their respective areas. Under the regulation,
state-owned energy giant Pertamina and oil and gas
contractors (KKKS), including industry majors like
ExxonMobil and PetroChina, will purchase crude oil
from community wells at 80 percent of the Indonesian
Crude Price (ICP) benchmark.

According to Lahadalia, the data on these new wells
was compiled through a bottom-up inventory process
involving regional leaders, from regents and mayors to
governors, before being cataloged by the Upstream Oil
and Gas Regulatory Task Force (SKK Migas) and the
ministry's oil and gas directorate general. Deputy
Energy Minister Yuliot Tanjung explained that oil from
these wells had previously been sold in processed
form, which he described as "technically
unsustainable, both in terms of safety and quality."

Lahadalia projected that the regulation would boost
national oil lifting by 45,000 barrels of oil per day
(bopd), representing 7.4 percent of the 605,000 bopd
target set for 2025. This initiative comes as Indonesia
has been struggling with a dramatic oil production
shortage — averaging 578,000 bpd in the first half of
2025 — down from its peak of over 1 million bpd in the
1970s and 1980s. [Indonesia Business Post] [The
Jakarta Post] [Tempo]

Indonesia: Government secures USD 17.4
billion in sustainable investment

(gp) Following the Indonesia International
Sustainability Forum (ISF) 2025, held October 10-11,
the government has announced that the event had
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attracted green investment commitments worth IDR
278 trillion (USD 17.47 billion). The USD 17.47 billion in
commitments were formalized through 13
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) covering
clean energy, marine preservation, carbon capture,
forestry, and green infrastructure. ISF 2025 was jointly
organized by multiple governmental ministries
alongside the business lobby Kadin Indonesia, with the
goal of raising funds to support the country’'s
sustainability programs. [Antara] [The Jakarta Post]

These investments come as many have raised
concerns that Indonesia is lagging behind its
decarbonization goals. Although the government has
pledged to achieve net-zero emissions by 2060, several
recent developments have called the viability of this
target into question. Earlier this year, the government
announced its ten-year power grid plan which
dramatically deemphasized renewable energy
investments this coming decade. As such, the energy
ministry has just recently pushed back its peak
emissions target by five years to 2035. [Asia News
Network]

However, following ISF 2025, several government
officials have now expressed optimism regarding the
country’'s sustainability efforts. According to a senior
investment ministry official, “The USD 17.4 billion
investment commitment confirms the confidence of
global partners in Indonesia's green transition. We are
now moving decisively into the critical execution
phase.” Ultimately, while the fate of Indonesia’s
decarbonization push is not yet clear, these
investments could not come at a more pivotal time,
reinvigorating the sectors needed to reach the
government’s ambitious 2060 goal. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Government eyes Bali as
regional financial hub

Indonesia is considering an ambitious plan to turn Bali
into a regional financial center in a bid to boost slowing
economic growth and attract more global investors.
Backed by President Prabowo Subianto, the proposal
envisions transforming the resort island into a hub for
international banks, investment funds, and private
equity firms, offering tax breaks and simplified
regulations to compete with financial centers such as
Singapore, Dubai, and India’s GIFT City.

Officials involved in the discussions said the
government is drafting legislation to establish what is
tentatively called the Indonesia Financial City, which
could be submitted to parliament by the end of 2025.
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The initiative is being coordinated by the Finance
Ministry and the National Economic Council, with input
from foreign investors including Bridgewater
Associates founder Ray Dalio, who informally advises
the president.

The project aims to diversify Indonesia’s economy and
position Bali as a gateway for global capital, reducing
the country's dependence on commodity exports.
Government spokesperson Jodi Mahardi said the new
hub would be “a modern and transparent platform”
connecting international investors with opportunities
in Indonesia’s real economy.

The move comes as growth slows, with Bloomberg
Intelligence forecasting 4.9 percent expansion in 2025,
slightly below last year's 5 percent. To reach Prabowo's
long-term goal of 8 percent growth by 2029, Indonesia
needs around IDR 13,000 trillion (USD 784 billion) in
new investment.

Yet, Bali's fragile infrastructure poses a challenge.
Overcrowding, water shortages, and the strain of mass
tourism already threaten the island’'s environment.
Critics warn that adding a financial center could
worsen these issues, though supporters argue that
Bali's global reputation and connectivity make it
uniquely suited to become Indonesia’s new economic
showcase. [Bangkok Post] [South China Morning Post]

Indonesia: Finance ministry weighs
additional USD 15 Billion liquidity boost
for state banks

(ms) Indonesia is considering another major liquidity
injection into state-owned banks, Finance Minister
Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa said on October 13, as the
government seeks to accelerate lending and support
economic growth.

The plan follows a IDR 200 trillion (USD 12 billion) fund
transfer last month from government deposits at Bank
Indonesia to five state lenders — Bank Mandiri, Bank
Negara Indonesia (BNI), Bank Rakyat Indonesia (BRI),
Bank Tabungan Negara (BTN), and Bank Syariah
Indonesia (BSI) — aimed at boosting credit expansion
and stimulating business activity.

Purbaya said the government still holds IDR 250 trillion
(USD 15 billion) in reserves at the central bank, and
that BRI and BNI have already requested additional
liquidity support. “We'll see how it goes. The first
injection is showing good progress, and we'll add more
as needed,” he told reporters.
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According to the finance ministry, money in circulation
has grown by only 13 percent, below the 20 percent
target needed to sustain robust lending and household
spending. The minister expects the liquidity program
to lift GDP growth to 5.5 percent in the fourth quarter
and 6 percent in 2026.

So far, BRI has disbursed IDR 49.7 trillion (USD 3 billion)
in loans, while BNI has distributed IDR 27.6 trillion
(USD 1.7 billion). Other banks, including BTN, have
lagged behind in deploying funds, underscoring
persistent bottlenecks in credit absorption.

Indonesia’s economy has held steady at around 5
percent growth since the pandemic, but policymakers
remain under pressure to achieve stronger expansion
amid slowing exports, high financing costs, and
subdued domestic demand. [Jakarta Globe] [Reuters]

Indonesia: USD 784 billion in investment
needed to reach eight percent growth by
2029

(gp) According to Investment Minister Rosan Perkasa
Roeslani, Indonesia will need IDR 13 quadrillion (USD
784 billion) in investment to reach 8 percent annual
economic growth by 2029. At the Investor Daily
Summit 2025, Roeslani stressed that investment
remains the primary driver of Indonesia’s economic
expansion, having attracted total domestic and foreign
investment around IDR 9 quadrillion between 2014
and 2024. As of Q3 2025, the country has realized IDR
1.4 quadrillion in investment, on track with the
government's IDR 1.9 quadrillion yearly target.

As such, Roeslani's ambitious goals mark a significant
acceleration from current investments. However, he
remains optimistic, highlighting the renewable energy
sector as one of Indonesia’s most promising yet
underutilized investment frontiers. According to the
minister, “Our opportunities in renewable energy are
enormous... But we cannot do this alone. We need
cooperation and support from our international
partners to make this energy transformation a reality.”
Further, he noted that recent trade and investment
agreements, such as the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreements (CEPAs) with the European
Union and Canada, are expected to further boost
foreign investment inflows into key sectors such as
clean energy, manufacturing, and digital infrastructure.
[Antara] [Jakarta Globe]
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Indonesia: Finance minister faces
backlash over regional funding cuts

(gp) Governors across Indonesia have confronted
Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa over
substantial cuts to regional transfer funds for 2026,
warning the reductions could cripple local
governments' ability to provide essential services and
pursue development projects. A meeting on October 7
convened 18 provincial leaders as well as the finance
minister, during which the group discussed a planned
reduction in allocations of both the revenue-sharing
funds (DBH) and regional transfer funds (TKD) for
2026.

According to Jami Governor Al Haris, “If a region has
low locally generated revenue and depends heavily on
TKD, it will be difficult for it to pursue development.
Talking about vision and mission becomes irrelevant,
the priority is simply to keep the government running.”
Further, North Maluku Governor Sherly Tjoanda Laos
— whose province will see transfers drop from IDR 10
trillion (USD 604 million) to IDR 6.7 trillion (USD 405
million) in 2026 — added that, “With cuts averaging
around 20 to 30 percent at the provincial level... it will
be very difficult to sustain infrastructure development.”
Sadewa did not show much sympathy for the regional
leaders, explaining that the transfer cuts were made to
correct budget mismatches and improve spending
efficiency. He added that better fiscal discipline and
faster budget absorption would help justify future
increases. [Indonesia Business Post] [The Jakarta Post]

However, the next day, Sadewa announced that his
finance ministry will channel IDR 10 trillion (USD 604
million) into two regional development banks — Bank
Jakarta and Bank Jatim — following a similar injection
of IDR 200 trillion (USD 12 billion) at the national level.
According to the minister, injecting liquidity into
regional banks will allow the funds to flow more
qucikly into cooperatives and SMEs. [Tempo]

Indonesia: Radioactive and toxic material
contamination threatens export
reputation

(st) Industry players claim that Indonesia’s export
reputation has come under threat after recent cases of
radioactive and toxic contamination and warn of
financial losses and mass layoffs. The U.S. Food and
Drug Administration’s recalled Indonesian shrimp
exports in August after traces of a radioactive isotope
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was discovered. The Indonesian government formed a
special task force to conduct further investigations and
found contamination at 22 production facilities in an
industrial estate near Jakarta, where over 270
companies operate over multiple sectors ranging from
food processing to automotive components.

The Indonesian Employers Association (Apindo) urged
authorities to act swiftly and transparently to reinstate
confidence and prevent negative impressions of
Indonesian goods, as foreign buyers have become
more wary, stepping up inspections or delaying
contracts with local suppliers.

The task force said that government would tighten
restrictions on scrap metal imports, as the radioactive
isotope is believed to have entered Indonesia from
overseas. The task force has also selected the site of a
scrap metal factory to be an isolation facility to store
goods found to have radioactive contamination.
[Reuters] [Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Finance minister speaks at IDX
headquarters

(gp) On October 9, Indonesian Finance Minister
Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa visited the Indonesian Stock
Exchange (IDX) headquarters, expressing confidence in
the country's stock market. Speaking at a dialogue with
capital market stakeholders, Purbaya predicted that
the Jakarta Composite Index (JCI) would “go to the
moon”, touting his ministry's fiscal efforts. Sadewa
believes that the government’s channeling of IDR 200
trillion (USD 12 billion) in liquidity from Bank Indonesia
into state-owned banks, as well as structural
improvements, will support this growth. [Antara]

However, the minister also delivered sharp criticism of
the stock exchange, withholding fiscal incentives until
the IDX takes stronger action against speculative
trading. Purbaya warned that excessive speculation
and stock price manipulation are harming retail
investors, who now represent 50-60 percent of daily
trading activity. He specifically called out the practice of
stocks being "fried"—rapidly inflated and then crashed
—leaving small investors as victims. Despite
mechanisms like Unusual Market Activity alerts and
Full Call Auction systems already in place, Sadewa
insisted the exchange must do more to improve
market discipline and protect investors before the
government would consider additional tax breaks or
other incentives. [Jakarta Globe]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-juu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-tll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-tlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-tly/

The JCI has performed relatively well this year, recently
hitting a record high above 8,100 and gaining more
than 7 percent year-to-date. On October 9, for
instance, the index closed at 8,199.96, up 0.42 percent.

Indonesia: Consumer confidence index
lowest in 3.5 years

(st/gp) According to a monthly survey by Bank
Indonesia, the central bank of Indonesia, consumer
confidence index (CCl) in September was at its lowest
since April 2022, falling to 115 from 117.2 the month
prior. The decline reflects respondents’ mounting
pessimism on income, job opportunities, and business
outlook. Low consumer confidence could dampen
domestic demand, a key driver of the country's
economic growth. [Jakarta Post]

Despite this, Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa
has expressed optimism on the matter, arguing that
public sentiment had largely slowed down in part due
to August’s widespread protests, which had called into
question Indonesia’s economic prospects. However,
Sadewa believes that “October is different... Public
optimism is back. The protests have decreased.” He
also pointed out that “When | started, the Jakarta
Compostie Index (IHSG) was at 7,766.8, and now it's
around 8,100."” Further, the minister argued that his
government's 8+4+5 economic package will accelerate
Indonesia’s economic recovery. [Tempo]

Laos: Government reviews economy and
disaster response as fiscal pressures
mount

(ms) The Lao government concluded its regular
monthly meeting for September on October 9 under
Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, reviewing
national economic performance, disaster recovery
efforts, and plans for the remainder of 2025.

Officials discussed progress under the 2025 Socio-
Economic Development Plan, the state budget, and the
national agenda on financial difficulties, signaling
continued concern over debt servicing, inflation, and
currency depreciation. The cabinet also assessed the
2025 Monetary Plan and early priorities for 2026, amid
mounting calls from economists for clearer fiscal
transparency and tighter monetary coordination to
restore market confidence.
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The meeting addressed national defense and anti-drug
measures, as well as preparations for major upcoming
events, including the That Luang Festival, the 12th
National Sports Games, and the 50th Anniversary of
National Day in December.

Prime Minister Sonexay warned that global instability,
trade disruptions, and domestic weather shocks
continue to threaten growth. He cited damage from
Typhoon Bualoi, which affected ten provinces and
displaced hundreds, urging faster recovery and
stronger climate-resilience planning.

Laos: UN raises concerns over rights
violations and business practices

(ms) The United Nations Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) has issued a critical
assessment of Laos’ human rights record, urging the
government to take immediate measures to address
violations affecting human rights defenders, labor
protections, and communities impacted by large-scale
development projects.

The committee’s Concluding Observations, released on
September 26, followed its first-ever review of Laos’
implementation of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. While
acknowledging progress in poverty reduction,
healthcare, and education, the CESCR expressed “deep
concern” over reports of intimidation, arbitrary
detention, and enforced disappearances targeting
human rights defenders, civil society members, and
journalists. It called on the Lao government to
strengthen protections, conduct prompt and impartial
investigations, and ensure legislation is not used to
suppress activism.

On business and human rights, the UN body
highlighted the absence of a national action plan and
weak corporate accountability for projects that have
caused environmental degradation and displacement,
notably hydropower dams and special economic
zones. The committee urged Laos to adopt binding due
diligence laws and ensure prior and meaningful
consultations with affected local and indigenous
communities.

The CESCR also criticized exploitative labor practices,
including trafficking and forced labor in special
economic zones, and deemed the national minimum
wage insufficient amid inflation. It recommended
expanding labor inspections, enforcing wage
compliance, and improving complaint mechanisms.



Human rights groups FIDH and the Lao Movement for
Human Rights welcomed the UN's findings, noting that
they reflected concerns raised in their joint report.
Both organizations urged Vientiane to implement the
recommendations, particularly those related to the
protection of defenders and communities affected by
development projects.

The Lao government, which accepted some related
recommendations during its April 2025 Universal
Periodic Review, continues to reject allegations of
rights abuses against civil society. However, the UN
committee requested that Laos provide an update on
implementation progress by September 2027. [UN
OHCHR]

Laos: WFP expands food assistance and
social protection efforts amid economic
pressures

The World Food Programme (WFP) continued to scale
up its support for food security, education, and social
protection in Laos, assisting more than 68,000 people
in September 2025, according to the agency's latest
Country Brief.

The report highlights steady progress in the National
School Meals Programme, with WFP dispatching 119
tons of food to 702 schools across 31 districts in the
northern and central provinces. The initiative provides
daily meals for students, aiming to improve school
attendance, learning outcomes, and nutritional health.
Alongside direct food deliveries, WFP worked with the
Ministry of Education and Sports to strengthen local
management capacity, train school administrators, and
expand the use of locally sourced ingredients,
promoting community participation and local market
linkages.

In parallel, WFP advanced its collaboration with the
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare on the design of
the Family Support Programme, a pilot social
protection scheme to assist vulnerable households in
southern provinces. The programme is part of a
broader national effort to build a shock-responsive
safety net, aligning humanitarian assistance with long-
term poverty reduction and resilience goals.

The report also emphasizes WFP's work in climate
adaptation and disaster risk reduction. Training
sessions were held for government staff and
community leaders on climate-smart agriculture, early
warning systems, and disaster preparedness planning,
particularly in flood-prone areas. These activities aim
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to strengthen national and community resilience to
natural hazards, which continue to threaten food
production and rural livelihoods.

At the policy level, WFP supported the government in
reviewing the National School Meals Strategy and
advancing a Nutrition Information System to better
coordinate interventions under the National Nutrition
Strategy and Action Plan (2025-2030).

WFP's assistance comes amid persistent economic
challenges in Laos, including rising living costs and
reduced household purchasing power. The agency
reiterated its commitment to supporting national
efforts to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 2
(Zero Hunger) by addressing both immediate food
needs and the underlying drivers of malnutrition and
vulnerability.

The September brief underscores WFP’s dual role in
humanitarian response and development cooperation,
reflecting its continued engagement in building a more
food-secure, resilient, and self-reliant Laos. [World
Food Programme]

Laos: ADB cuts 2025 growth forecast to 3.7
percent amid debt and trade pressures

(ms) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has lowered
Laos’' 2025 GDP growth forecast to 3.7 percent from
April's 3.9 percent projection, citing persistent debt
vulnerabilities, weak external demand, and trade
tensions that continue to weigh on the country's fragile
recovery.

In its September Asian Development Outlook update,
ADB noted that fiscal pressures and a slowing global
economy have tempered growth expectations, even as
easing inflation and a rebound in services offer short-
term relief. Inflation fell sharply to 4.5 percentin
August from 11.1 percent in April, with food prices
dropping from 24.3 to 3.1 percent year-on-year.

The services sector remains the key driver, expected to
grow 4.5 percent in 2025, supported by tourism, which
welcomed more than 3 million visitors in the first eight
months of the year. The industrial sector is forecast to
expand 3.6 percent, driven by energy exports and light
manufacturing, while agriculture is projected to rise
modestly by 1.3 percent due to favorable weather.

Despite these gains, ADB warned that Laos faces “tight
fiscal space” and external risks, including a 40 percent
U.S. reciprocal tariff imposed in August and rising
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global financing costs. The Bank of Laos has lowered
its policy rate to 9 percent and increased foreign
reserves to USD 2.7 billion, equal to 3.1 months of
imports.

ADB Country Director Shanny Campbell said Laos’
long-term potential remains intact but emphasized the
need for debt restructuring, investment diversification,
and fiscal transparency to sustain stability. [Lao News
Agency] [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: House of Representatives
passes Hire Purchase Bill

(tl) The House of Representatives has passed the Hire
Purchase (Amendment) Bill 2025, which eliminates the
flat rate and the “Rule of 78" methods used to calculate
interest on fixed-rate hire purchase loans. The new
system will adopt the effective interest rate and
reducing balance method, ensuring fairer repayment
terms and greater transparency for consumers.

Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Minister Datuk
Armizan Mohd Ali said the reform aims to reduce
borrowers’ financial burden, especially for those who
settle loans early, as interest will now only be charged
on the remaining balance. The amendments also allow
for the use of digital technology in hire purchase
agreements and require clear notification of changes
to borrowers' financial obligations.

Both government and opposition MPs largely
supported the Bill, with some proposing stronger
consumer protection, automatic moratoriums during
crises, and a section on Islamic hire purchase to align
with Shariah principles. [Malay Mail]

For many years, the flat rate and “Rule of 78" methods
were two mechanisms in calculating interest for hire
purchase loans processes in Malaysia. Under the flat
rate method, lenders calculated interest on the entire
original loan amount for the full repayment period,
meaning that even when a borrower had repaid most
of the loan, they were still charged interest as if they
owed the full sum. The Rule of 78 made matters worse
by front-loading interest payments, forcing borrowers
to pay most of the interest in the early months and
leaving little room for rebates if they settled early.

The new law replaces these outdated practices with
the reducing balance method, where interest is
charged only on the outstanding loan amount. It also
mandates lenders to disclose the Effective Interest
Rate (EIR), giving consumers a more accurate and
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transparent view of borrowing costs. [FinTech
Malaysial

Malaysia: Tabling of climate change bill
postponed

(tl) The Malaysian government has postponed the
tabling of the climate change bill to further allow the
engagements with industry players and business
associations. The delay aims to ensure all stakeholders
understand the bill's implications and its enforcement,
particularly provisions relating to proposed carbon tax
and carbon credits.

Acting Natural Resources and Environmental
Sustainability Minister Johari Ghani stressed that
thorough consultations would prevent any negative
issues similar to what happened with previous
legislation, such as the Urban Renewal Bill.

The bill is intended to support Malaysia’s long-term
sustainability goals and its commitment to achieving
net-zero emissions by 2050. Johari assured that the
postponement would be temporary and would not
affect Malaysia's progress toward its Paris Agreement
targets, noting that the country has already achieved a
37.1 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions,
moving toward its 45 percent target by 2030. [Malay.
Mail]

Malaysia: Advancing Nuclear Vision 2030

(ga) The Malaysian Nuclear Agency (ANM) is advancing
its Vision 2030 (WNM 2030) through strategic policies
emphasizing professionalism, innovation, and social
responsibility, aiming to align nuclear technology
development with national science and technology
objectives.

The agency, led by Director-General Muhammad Rawi
Zin, seeks to implement a comprehensive roadmap
covering strategic initiatives, performance indicators,
and long-term goals from 2021 to 2030, supporting the
National Nuclear Technology Policy 2030 (DTNN).

This comes as Malaysia is reassessing nuclear power as
part of its national energy strategy to diversify away
from fossil fuels and support the transition to cleaner,
sustainable energy. Nuclear energy is highlighted for
its high efficiency, stable output, and potential to meet
rising energy demand while contributing to the

nation’s net-zero carbon emissions target by 2050.
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The government, through the Ministry of Energy
Transition and Water Transformation (PETRA) and the
Ministry of Science, Technology, and Innovation
(MOSTI), is developing a legal and regulatory
framework to oversee nuclear energy implementation
under the Atomic Energy Licensing Act 1984, in
compliance with international treaties including the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty.

ANM is also addressing public perception challenges
associated with nuclear technology. Rawi noted that
historical associations with nuclear incidents have
created stigma, despite the technology's current safe
applications in medicine, industry, and research.

To improve public understanding and acceptance, the
agency has established a task force to conduct
outreach programs and explain the benefits of nuclear
technology. Developing a skilled local workforce and
supporting industries is a key part of the effort to
create a robust nuclear technology ecosystem.
[Bernama 1] [Bernama 2]

Malaysia: Government’s debt and
liabilities reach over USD 350 billion

(tl) According to the Ministry of Finance (MoF),
Malaysia's total debt and liabilities stood at USD 355
billion (MYR 1.69 trillion), or 84.1 percent of GDP, as of
June 2025— slightly higher than the USD 342 billion
(MYR 1.63 trillion) recorded at the end of 2024. The
total includes federal government debt, financial
guarantees, and public-private partnership (PPP)
obligations.

Outstanding financial guarantees amounted to USD 89
billion (MYR 424.7 billion), equivalent to 21.1 percent of
GDP, remaining below the 25 percent statutory ceiling.
Nearly 60 percent of these guarantees were directed
toward infrastructure projects such as the East Coast
Rail Link, MRT, and highways, as well as housing
finance programs.

The ministry stressed that fiscal risks remain
contained, supported by prudent management, the
absence of new major guarantees, and the full
redemption of certain liabilities. It added that future
guarantees would be issued more selectively, focusing
only on strategic needs.

Overall, the MoF affirmed that government debt
remains manageable, and that efforts will continue to
strengthen fiscal governance, bolster investor
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confidence, and support sustainable long-term
economic growth. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Defense minister eyes creation
of new national maritime strategy
coordination agency

(tl) The defense ministry has proposed establishing a
National Maritime Council to enhance coordination of
national maritime strategies and address growing
challenges at sea. Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled
Nordin disclosed the council would adopt a Whole-of-
Government and Whole-of-Society (WOGOS) approach,
uniting government agencies, industry stakeholders,
and the public to strengthen maritime security and
governance.

Khaled acknowledged existing gaps in Malaysia’s
maritime governance but described them as
opportunities for reform and improvement. He noted
that maritime security threats now go beyond piracy
and smuggling, encompassing cyber, digital, and
economic risks, including cyberattacks on ports and
espionage targeting oil and gas platforms. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Defense ministry drafts policy
on drone and anti-drone technology

(ga) The defense ministry is preparing an official
document to guide the development of drone and anti-
drone defence technology, aimed at reducing reliance
on foreign systems and strengthening Malaysia’s local
defence industry.

Deputy Defence Minister Adly Zahari said the
document is being developed by the Science and
Technology Research Institute for Defence (STRIDE) in
collaboration with the Malaysian Institute of Defence
and Security (MiDAS). The initiative includes research
on drones for intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance, with prototypes of three aerial drone
types being developed alongside local industry
partners.

Adly said the effort emphasizes technology
advancement based on domestic expertise to promote
self-reliance and support the growth of a high-
technology defence ecosystem. He was responding to
a parliamentary question on modernizing military
assets, including the acquisition of drones and laser
defence equipment.
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Malaysia is also acquiring ANKA Medium Altitude Long
Endurance Unmanned Aerial System (MALE-UAS)
drones from Turkish Aerospace Industries to enhance
surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities, especially
within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in the South
China Sea.

Adly further stated that the defence ministry plans to
involve veterans in research and development
activities, with a policy target of engaging up to 30 per
cent of veterans in the defence industry to continue
utilizing their expertise after service. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Defense budget to increase for
military readiness amid South China Sea
tension

(tl) Malaysia's 2026 budget has allocated MYR 21.7
billion (USD 4.5 billion) to the Ministry of Defense,
marking a 2.9 percent increase from the previous year.
Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin said the
funding, aligning with the Mid-Term Review of Defence
White Paper, aims to modernize the Malaysian Armed
Forces (MAF) and enhance national security,
particularly amid rising challenges, including in the
South China Sea.

The allocation includes MYR 6 billion (USD 1.26 billion)
for the maintenance and acquisition of defence assets,
such as new air defence systems, two Multi-Role
Support Ships (MRSS), and 10 Malbatt Force vehicles.
Additionally, MYR 800 million (USD 168 million) has
been set aside for military housing projects, with MYR
500 million (USD 105 million) specifically for new
Armed Forces Family Housing (RKAT) at Kuantan Air
Base, expected to benefit around 800 personnel.

Kuantan Air Base is also preparing to receive 18 FA-50
light combat aircraft from Korea Aerospace Industries
(KAI) starting in early 2027, as part of efforts to
upgrade its air capabilities and infrastructure. [Malay
Mail]

Myanmar: Military candidates dominate
election preparations

(su/anl) As the military regime prepares for its
December-January general election, military proxies
and regime loyalists position themselves for the polls,
prominent civilian leaders, including President U Win
Myint and State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyji,
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remain imprisoned alongside lawmakers elected in
2020.

A dozen senior military officers will contest under the
military-backed Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) banner in Naypyitaw and Yangon. Among
them are Prime Minister Nyo Saw in Cocogyun; former
Navy chief Tin Aung San; Information Minister Maung
Maung Ohn; USDP chair Khin Yi; USDP vice chair Myat
Hein, and former USDP lawmaker Maung Myint.
National Defense and Security Council office director
Aung Lin Dwe will run for the Upper House. Retired
Adjutant-General Myo Zaw Thein is also standing in his
native Paukkaung Township in Bago Region.

In addition, former Lieutenant General Thet Pon, who
led the crackdown on anti-coup protesters in Yangon
following the 2021 military coup, is set to become
Sagaing Chief Minister after being named Union
Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) candidate.
Thet Pon was adopted as a USDP candidate in Sagaing
City for the upcoming general election following his
transfer to the civilian sector last month.

As commander of Bureau of Special Operations (BSO)
No. 5, responsible for Yangon security, Thet Pon
oversaw the violent suppression of the protests after
the 2021 coup. He was sanctioned by the European
Union in 2022 and managed the arrest, torture, and
execution of resistance members across Yangon
Region. Following the March 28 earthquake, he was
appointed by coup leader Min Aung Hlaing to oversee
reconstruction efforts in Sagaing. [The Irrawaddy 1]

Civilian parties are also fielding candidates. The
People's Pioneer Party leader Thet Thet Khine will run
in Yangon, while former National League for
Democracy (NLD) MP Daw Sandar Min will stand as an
independent in Latha Township. The Shan and
Nationalities Development Party, the People’s Party,
and the Arakan Front Party are also contesting, led by
Sai Aik Pao, Ko Ko Gyi, and Dr. Aye Maung respectively.

The Union Election Commission has announced that
six parties will contest nationwide and 51 at state and
regional level, with the first phase of voting scheduled
for December 28 in 102 townships. The NLD has been
dissolved following the annulment of its 2020 victory
and the imprisonment of its leadership.

Western governments, the NUG, and ethnic armed
groups have rejected the polls as neither free nor fair,
while China, India, Russia, Thailand, Cambodia, and
Belarus have expressed support. Arakan Army leader
Tun Myat Naing has stated that the release of Daw
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Aung San Suu Kyi is a prerequisite for any credible
election. [The Irrawaddy 2]

USDP chairman criticizes voter lists as inaccurate and
outdated

Meanwhile, USDP Naypyidaw chairman U Hla Swe has
alleged widespread inaccuracies in the voter lists
released by the junta’s Election Commission, citing the
inclusion of deceased and relocated individuals.

In a social media post on October 5, U Hla Swe said
inspections of ward offices revealed “large-scale”
errors, including missing names of local administrators
and their families, while deceased or absent individuals
remained listed. He claimed the rolls rely on outdated
data from the 2020 general election and called for a
complete overhaul of the lists.

The voter rolls are currently on display from
September 30 to October 13 ahead of the first phase
of the junta-organized polls scheduled for December
28. The Election Commission has not commented on
the allegations. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Immigration Minister admits to
incomplete and inconsistent voter lists
during first registration round

(su) Union Minister for Immigration and Population U
Myint Kyaing acknowledged that the first round of
voter registrations produced incomplete lists, data
discrepancies, and other deficiencies, during a meeting
of the Central Committee on Field Census Supervision
held on October 10 in Nay Pyi Taw.

The initial voter lists were released in townships on
September 30. The minister urged local officials to
encourage citizens to verify their inclusion and correct
any errors in accordance with the Election Law. He
noted that some departmental staff and migrants had
not been added to the population registers in their
new areas of residence, creating gaps in the voter lists.

The minister directed relevant committees to ensure
that all eligible voters are recorded and that no
ineligible names are included. He also called for strict
implementation of the Pan Khin national registration
project to provide identification to all eligible voters.

Authorities have been instructed to review and correct
deficiencies before the second voter list is published.
Verified population data of those aged 18 and above
must be submitted to the Union Election Commission
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through the central committee by the specified
deadlines. [Eleven Media Group 1]

In response, the Union Election Commission (UEC) has
extended the public display period for voter lists until
October 20 to allow more time for scrutiny,
applications, objections, and amendments ahead of
the December general election.

The voter lists were initially displayed from September
30 to October 13 for a 14-day period. The extension
adds a further seven days to ensure the lists are
complete and accurate. [Eleven Media Group 2]

Myanmar: Human Rights Myanmar warns
of widespread abuses ahead of junta’s
planned election

(su) Human Rights Myanmar (HRM) has warned that
the military regime’s planned December-January
election will be marked by systemic repression and
manipulation aimed at consolidating military rule. In a
statement released on October 8, the group described
the polls as a “strategic component of its war against
the people” rather than a genuine democratic exercise.

HRM highlighted the use of the 2025 “Law Protecting
Against the Obstruction, Hindrance, and Destruction of
Multiparty Democratic General Elections” to arrest
critics, activists, and journalists on vague charges. It
added that freedoms of expression, association, and
assembly have been systematically curtailed, while the
2023 Political Parties Registration Law has dissolved
major opposition parties such as the National League
for Democracy (NLD) and disqualified candidates
through politically motivated convictions.

The group warned that millions of citizens, particularly
those in conflict zones and displaced communities, are
likely to be disenfranchised, with polling expected to
be cancelled in ethnic regions under security pretexts.
Rohingya communities will remain excluded under
existing citizenship laws. HRM also cautioned that
some foreign governments may exploit the staged
election to re-engage diplomatically with the junta,
thereby legitimizing the process. It urged the
international community to reject the election results
and document the regime’s violations. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Political groups condemn junta
on Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
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Anniversary

(anl) On October 13, seven ethnic political
organizations including the Karen National Union
(KNU), Chin National Front (CNF), All Burma Students’
Democratic Front (ABSDF) and Pa-O National
Liberation Organization (PNLO), New Mon State Party
(NMSP), Lahu Democratic Union (LDU) and others,
condemned the military junta for undermining the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA). Ahead of the
agreement’s tenth anniversary on October 15, they
urged the international community not to legitimize
the regime.

The groups stated that the February 2021 military coup
deliberately destroyed the essence, foundations, and
objectives of the NCA, rendering its implementation
process meaningless. They accused the junta of
persistently violating the agreement, arresting and
torturing civilians, and carrying out deliberate attacks,
including daily airstrikes, while preparing to
commemorate the NCA's anniversary.

As former signatories of the NCA, the ethnic
organizations called on the United Nations, ASEAN,
and the international diplomatic community to refrain
from attending any events marking the tenth
anniversary, emphasizing that the junta continues to
commit violence against civilians and forcibly conscript
young people. [Mizzima 1]

Likewise, six ethnic armed groups and revolutionary
organizations urged ASEAN, the United Nations, and
the international diplomatic community to refrain from
attending the junta’s 10th anniversary ceremony for
the NCA. [Mizzima 2]

Myanmar: People’s Pioneer Party leader
says Aung San Suu Kyi ‘not a political
prisoner’

(su) People’s Pioneer Party (PPP) chair Daw Thet Thet
Khine stated during a press conference on October 9
that detained civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is
“not a political prisoner” but a convicted criminal. Thet
Thet Khine, a former National League for Democracy
(NLD) lawmaker who joined the military administration
after the 2021 coup, made the remarks in response to
a question from junta-linked Popular News about
whether she would call for the release of political
prisoners.
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She alleged that NLD leaders misused state disaster
management funds to purchase a helicopter for Aung
San Suu Kyi's personal travel, arguing that her
conviction under corruption charges was legitimate.
The PPP is one of six parties contesting nationwide in
the upcoming junta-organized elections.

Aung San Suu Kyi, 80, remains imprisoned on multiple
charges with a 27-year sentence, alongside President U
Win Myint and other NLD leaders. Human rights
groups and the UN regard both leaders as political
detainees arrested for their roles in opposing military
rule. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Political prisoner dies in Dawei
Prison amid lack of medical care

(su) A political prisoner, Ko Aung Ko Oo, died in Dawei
Prison on October 3 due to inadequate medical
treatment, according to the Political Prisoners
Network-Myanmar (PPNM).

The 48-year-old activist, who played a leading role in
anti-coup protests in 2021, was serving an eight-year
sentence under Section 505-A of the Penal Code. He
had been suffering from chronic health conditions,
including heart disease, diabetes, and kidney disease,
and received frequent treatment during his detention.

PPNM said his death underscores the worsening
health conditions and lack of medical access for
detainees, calling for the immediate release of all
unjustly imprisoned individuals. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta accused of using ‘famine
warfare’ as food crisis deepens in Karenni
State

(su) Local aid groups have accused the military regime
of deliberately blocking trade routes and targeting
food supplies in Karenni (Kayah) State, leading to
severe shortages and rising hunger among displaced
communities.

Displaced families report that rice scarcity has reached
critical levels, with many camps now unable to provide
more than two meals of congee a day. Jobs for Kayah,
a local relief organization, said it previously supported
ten camps monthly but can now sustain only two. Food
prices have tripled or quadrupled following military
blockades of major trade routes, including Loikaw-
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Hsihseng and Loikaw-Pekon roads, and restrictions on
imports from Thailand. Traders relying on the Karenni-
Taungoo route face multiple tolls at military and
resistance checkpoints, further inflating costs.

The Karenni Human Rights Group warned in a recent
report that the regime is targeting supply lines and
livelihoods, putting civilians at risk of famine. The
Interim Executive Council of Karenni State estimates
that more than 45,000 people have been newly
displaced since June, with around 470 camps hosting
150,000 people overall. Farmland has also been
devastated, with an estimated 50,000-60,000 acres of
paddy left unplanted due to conflict and extreme
weather, raising fears of worsening food insecurity by
year-end.

Local groups estimate annual humanitarian needs at
USD 12-15 million, but say current funding covers less
than half of that amount. They are urging increased
support from domestic and international donors to
avert a deeper crisis. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Thousands of internally
displaced persons in Banmauk face food
shortages amid ongoing clashes

(su) Around 5,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in
Banmauk Township, Sagaing Region, are facing severe
food and water shortages as fighting between the
Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) and resistance forces
continues.

Displaced communities are sheltering in both SNA-
controlled areas in the west and resistance-held zones
in the south. Locals report that pregnant women and
the elderly are particularly affected by the crisis.
Artillery shelling from SNA positions on Pin Hinkar hill
has made it dangerous for residents to return to their
homes to retrieve belongings, while internet shops
have closed, cutting off communication.

On September 30, an artillery shell believed to have
been fired by SNA forces struck A-Lal Ywar village,
killing a displaced woman and injuring four others.
According to the National Unity Government's Ministry
of Defence, allied resistance forces launched an
offensive on Banmauk on September 15 and captured
the town on 20 September. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: HRW condemns Myanmar
Junta’s paraglider bombings on civilians

(anl) On October 9, Human Rights Watch (HRW)
condemned the military regime’s growing use of
paramotors, motorized paragliders, in bombing attacks
on civilians.

HRW researcher Shayne Bauchner reported that junta
paramotors dropped munitions on a Buddhist festival
in Sagaing's Chaung-U Township, killing at least 21
people, including three children, and injuring over 40.
The strike, the deadliest paramotor attack to date, hit a
crowd celebrating the Thadingyut holiday.

According to the United Nations, the junta's growing
use of armed paramotors, dropping 120mm mortar
rounds “without any capacity for precision targeting”,
poses grave new threats to civilians. More than 135
paramotor attacks have been reported since
December 2024.

HRW emphasized that aid blockages are part of the
military’s longstanding “four cuts” strategy, aimed at
isolating and terrorizing civilians. Such actions violate
the December 2022 UN Security Council resolution and
the 2021 ASEAN five-point consensus. HRW urged
ASEAN member states, ahead of their summit on 26
October, to increase pressure on the junta to allow
unrestricted humanitarian access in contested areas.

The group also called on governments to expand and
fully enforce sanctions and to coordinate a global ban
on

Myanmar: Civilians in Hpakant now also
face forced recruitment by resistance

(anl) Civilians in Hpakant Township, Kachin State,
report forcible conscription by both the junta’s military
and by the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and allied
resistance groups. Since September, recruitment
drives in KIA-controlled areas have intensified and now
target men and women alike, with residents describing
daytime abductions and growing fear across mining
communities.

The KIA conceded that while forcible conscription is
not official policy, some units—pressed by heavy
fighting and manpower shortages—may have resorted
to coercion. Frontline sources say previous exemptions
for families have been narrowed, and local



administrative units are implementing draft orders
said to come from headquarters.

The enlistment push coincides with a major junta
offensive in Hpakant that began in April, heavy military
fortification of the town, and ongoing clashes along key
roads. Resistance fighters acknowledge acute
shortages of personnel, ammunition and supplies,
which help explain the intensified mobilization. [The
Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Latest military airstrikes

(an/sul) On October 5, a military airstrike struck a
monastery sheltering displaced civilians in Makyikone
village, Natogyi Township, killing one woman and
injuring at least ten others.

Villagers reportedly had sought refuge in the
monastery to avoid clashes, believing it to be a safe
place as junta troops advanced nearby. The monastery
was bombed, and the building sustained significant
damage. [Mizzima 1]

A junta airstrike on October 6 killed 17 civilians,
including women and children, and injured around 40
others during a Thadingyut oil lamp strike in Chaung U
Township, Sagaing Region, according to local sources.

The nationwide candlelight strike had been organized
to demand the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all
political prisoners, repeal of the conscription law, and a
boycott of the junta’s planned elections.

A paramotor aircraft from the Northwestern Military
Command dropped two 120-mm mortar bombs on a
school in Bonto village, where residents had gathered
for a candlelight protest marking the Buddhist full
moon. The first bomb caused mass casualties, while a
second was dropped nearby as locals were treating the
wounded.

The attack coincided with a pro-military event in
Monywa, where an opening ceremony for a public park
was held the same night. Artillery units stationed near
Kyauk Sit Pon village also fired on nearby communities,
killing one resident.

Local defence forces reported paramotor flights over
several villages in Monywa Township and said such
aircraft cannot be brought down with small arms,
appealing for public support to obtain heavier
weapons. [Mizzima 2]
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Another airstrike on Htee Hpa Doh Hta village in
western Mon State on the night of October 9 killed five
children and injured ten others, according to the Karen
Peace Support Network.

Htee Hpa Doh Hta lies in an area under the control of
the Karen National Union (KNU) but reportedly had no
military presence and was not the site of any clashes at
the time of the airstrike. [Mizzima 3]

Myanmar: Junta and allies launch
counteroffensive to retake Hpapun in
Karen State

(anl) The military regime and its allied forces have
launched a counteroffensive to recapture Hpapun
District in northern Karen State, near the Thai border,
from Karen resistance groups.

On October 8, the Karen National Union (KNU)'s
Brigade 5, reported that around 700 troops from the
junta’s 22nd Infantry Division, the Border Guard Force
(BGF), and an offshoot of the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army had gathered near Wardu village to
advance on Hpapun. The brigade added that the
regime is also attempting to reinforce its headquarters
near the town, which KNU forces have surrounded.

It also stated that the junta has vowed to reclaim its
lost bases in the area. On the same day, a junta fighter
jet bombed Htee Khee village, a KNU-controlled area
near the Thai border-trade zone, causing extensive
damage despite no reports of nearby fighting.

Reportedly, large numbers of civilians have fled in fear
of renewed attacks, including airstrikes, estimated that
nearly 20,000 people have been displaced in recent
days.

Earlier this month, resistance forces clashed with junta
troops advancing toward Hpapun at Ka Taing Ti village,
forcing them to retreat after a day-long battle. Regime
troops, supported by allied Karen armed groups, are
also conducting counteroffensives in southern Karen
State to regain control of Kawkareik, Payathonzu, and
Lay Kay Kaw.

Fierce fighting across Karen State has displaced
hundreds of thousands of residents. The Karen Peace
Support Network estimates that more than 1.2 million
people are now displaced across the KNU's seven
administrative areas, urgently needing humanitarian
aid and protection amid escalating conflict. [The
Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar: Junta convoy ambushed in
Magway Region, casualties reported

(su) A junta convoy traveling from Mindon Township to
Aa Le Chaung police station in Magway Region was
ambushed near Khon Taing village on October 5,
resulting in multiple military casualties, according to
the United State of Burma Army (USBA).

The convoy, comprising around 40 soldiers and police
personnel, was moving on foot after abandoning its
vehicles when the attack took place. The clash lasted
approximately 15 minutes before the column retreated
toward Mindon town. USBA reported that troops
subsequently looted villages and detained residents
along their route, including arbitrary arrests of young
people.

The ambush was the second in the area that week. On
October 3, guerrilla forces attacked two junta vehicles
near Pe Ma Khan village on the Thayet-Mindon road,
reportedly causing additional casualties. The military
has not issued a statement on either incident.
[Mizzima]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Army
seizes key frontline camps from junta
forces in Kachin State

(anl) On October 7, the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) has reportedly captured several frontline camps
from Myanmar's junta forces in Bhamo and Waingmaw
townships, intensifying clashes in Kachin State.

According to KIA, its troops seized multiple junta
positions near Bhamo's Manau Park which is also
known as Kachin Traditional Park and controlled
several other camps near Bhamo's airport. The KIA
clarified that they were not headquarters, just frontline
camps.

In Waingmaw Township, the KIA regained several
camps near Lamyang Village, which the junta had
previously captured in a counteroffensive launched on
August 27.

Since the escalation of fighting in late 2024, the KIA and
its allied resistance forces have reportedly liberated 14
towns across Kachin State and seized most of the
junta’'s camps and bases in Bhamo and Waingmaw
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townships, marking a significant shift in the conflict's
dynamics in northern Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Authorities repatriate ten
foreign nationals involved in illegal online
activities via Thai border

(su) Myanmar has repatriated ten foreign nationals,
including six South Africans, three Malaysians, and one
Russian, who were allegedly involved in illegal online
gambling, scams, and related activities in Kayin State’s
Myawady, Shwe Kokko, Mehtawthalay (KK Park), and
Kyauk Khat areas.

The group, which had entered the country illegally
through neighboring states including Thailand, was
returned to their home countries via the Myanmar-
Thailand Friendship Bridge No. 2.

According to official data, between January 30 and
October 7, a total of 9,439 foreigners who entered
Myanmar illegally have been detained, with 9,337
already repatriated and 102 awaiting transfers.
Authorities said they are working with neighboring
countries and international organizations to combat
illegal online gambling and financial scams in border
regions, as well as to repatriate trafficking victims and
migrants stranded through illegal channels. [Eleven
Media Group]

Myanmar: Over 2,000 Junta personnel
reportedly defect, surrender or captured
in 2025

(anl) People’s Goal, a group of defecting soldiers from
Myanmar's Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM),
reported that over 2,000 junta soldiers, police, and
conscripts defected, surrendered, or were captured
between January and September 2025.

The group stated that the total includes 880 soldiers
who were defected, 135 who surrendered, and 916
who were captured. Among police, 28 defected and 16
were captured, while 56 conscripts defected and 99
were taken prisoners.

An officer from People's Goal highlighted that many
defections were driven by the junta’s Conscription Law,
which has forced young men to flee and seek
protection from resistance forces. He also added that
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we have seen more conscripts defecting in groups
rather than individually in recent months.

Most defections occurred in Sagaing and Magwe
regions, with 14 junta conscripts joining resistance
forces in the last week of September alone. [The
Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Corruption probe intensifies
while public protests continue

(ghd) The investigation into alleged massive corruption
in government infrastructure projects has intensified,
with the Independent Commission for Infrastructure
(ICl) summoning political figures, the Department of
Justice (DQ)) issuing lookout orders, and the
Ombudsman preparing to file the first criminal cases.
As the legal net tightens around those implicated,
public outrage continues to mount, sparking weekly
nationwide protests demanding accountability.

The ICl is zeroing in on key personalities, formally
inviting former House Speaker Romualdez and issuing
a subpoena for former Representative Co to appear at
a hearing on October 14. Romualdez has confirmed his
attendance and cooperation with the probe. The ICI
has warned that it may ask a court to cite Co for
contempt if he fails to appear. Additionally, the ICI
announced its referral of 15 new cases of ghost
projects to the Ombudsman. A new special adviser,
former police chief Azurin, has recently been
appointed. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Inquirer3]
[Inquirer4] [Manila Bulletin1]

At the same time, a multi-agency crackdown is in full
swing. Acting on the ICl's request, the DOJ has issued
an Immigration Lookout Bulletin Order against 33
individuals, including Romualdez and Senators
Escudero, Estrada, Revilla, and Binay, ordering the
Bureau of Immigration to monitor their international
travel. The DOJ has also announced that it expects to
file its first set of criminal cases in the coming weeks. In
a significant development, the Office of the
Ombudsman announced that it aims to file the first
criminal case related to the scandal by November. To
date, the Anti-Money Laundering Council has frozen
assets worth USD 80 million, comprised of bank
accounts, insurance policies, motor vehicles, real
properties, and e-wallets. Meanwhile, Department of
Public Works and Highways (DPWH) Secretary Dizon
made the admission that 421 out of 8,000 flood control
projects are non-existent projects and has since signed
a memorandum opening all DPWH projects to public
audit. Dizon has also stopped all road reblocking
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projects. [Inquirer5] [Inquirer6] [Inquirer7] [Manila
Bulletin2] [Manila Bulletin3] [Manila Bulletin4]
[PhilStar1] [PhilStar2]

The Discaya spouses, government contractors who are
central figures in the probe, are facing mounting legal
trouble. The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) has filed
a criminal complaint with the DOJ against them for
USD 121 million in alleged tax liabilities. The Quezon
City government has also canceled four projects linked
to their construction firms. Pacifico Discaya remains in
Senate detention after being cited for contempt. While
his camp has filed a petition with a court seeking his
release, the Senate is defending its detention order
and has formally upheld the contempt charge.
[Inquirer8] [Inquirer9] [Inquirer10] [Inquirer11]

Public anger over the scandal has spilled into the
streets. Organizers of the "Trillion-Peso March" have
launched a "White Friday Protest," a weekly noise
barrage and vigil to demand accountability. University
students staged a walkout, and a grand rosary rally
against corruption in Bacolod City drew over 3,000
attendees. The Philippine National Police (PNP) has
been placed on alert to monitor the weekly Friday
protests, as activist groups expect even more rallies
throughout October. [Inquirer12] [Inquirer13]
[Inquirer14] [Manila Bulletin5] [PhilStar3]

Philippines: House approves 2026 budget,
slashes Vice President’s allocation

(ghd/ms) The Philippine House of Representatives has
approved the proposed USD 116.48 billion (PHP 6.793
trillion) national budget for 2026 on its second reading,
following a week of heated deliberations that saw
significant realignments across key agencies —
including another major cut to the Office of the Vice
President (OVP).

Lawmakers voted to reduce the OVP's proposed PHP
889.2 million (USD 15.3 million) budget to PHP 733.2
million (USD 12.6 million), restoring it to its 2025 level.
The cut of PHP 156 million (USD 2.7 million) was
introduced during plenary amendments after Vice
President Sara Duterte again declined to defend her
office’s budget before Congress.

Deputy Minority Leader Leila de Lima, who moved for
the reduction, said Duterte’s continued absence
“insults” the legislature’s constitutional oversight
function. The motion was seconded by House Majority
Leader Sandro Marcos and other senior members. The
OVP's confidential and intelligence funds — which
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totaled PHP 625 million (USD 10.8 million) in 2025 —
were also a central point of contention. Duterte has
argued that details of such spending relate to her
pending impeachment case and national security.

A House subcommittee confirmed that none of the
realigned funds from the OVP would be redirected
back to the office. Instead, the reallocation focused on
social services, with the education sector emerging as
the primary beneficiary. The Department of Education
(Depkd) received an additional PHP 56.6 billion (USD
970 million), bringing its overall allocation to a record
high despite a small cut of USD 860,000 to its school
feeding program.

Lawmakers also redirected PHP 255 billion (USD 4.4
billion) from flood control projects under the
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) to
education, health, and social welfare programs, while
removing PHP 35.86 billion (USD 620 million) in
unprogrammed infrastructure funds.

The Senate has signaled readiness to receive the
spending bill, with Senator Panfilo Lacson reiterating
his bloc’'s commitment to push for “zero
unprogrammed appropriations” — a reform aimed at
strengthening fiscal discipline.

A third and final reading of the General Appropriations
Bill is scheduled for October 13, before it proceeds to
the bicameral conference committee for reconciliation
with the Senate’s version. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2]
[Inquirer3] [Inquirer4] [Manila Bulletin1] [Manila
Bulletin2]

Philippines: New Ombudsman takes helm,
targets corruption

(ghd) President Marcos has appointed his ally and
former Justice Secretary Remulla as the new
Ombudsman. Remulla, who has since taken his oath of
office, has wasted no time in laying out an ambitious
agenda, signaling a shift in the agency's approach to
transparency and vowing to prioritize the investigation
of high-profile corruption scandals that have recently
rocked the nation. Nevertheless, Remulla has assured
the public that the law will not be used to target
political rivals.

Upon his appointment, Remulla immediately identified
the sprawling flood control projects scandal as his top
priority. He announced plans to propose a special
division within the Sandiganbayan, the country's anti-
graft court, to exclusively handle cases stemming from
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this investigation. He also revealed that his office is
already preparing charges against 15 contractors
implicated in the mess.

In a significant policy reversal, Remulla signaled an end
to the strict rules on public access to the Statements of
Assets, Liabilities, and Net Worth (SALNs) of
government officials, a policy heavily criticized for
hindering transparency. He confirmed he is preparing
to release a memorandum that will formally lift the
restrictive circular issued by his predecessor, making it
easier for the public and media to scrutinize the wealth
of public servants.

Furthermore, Remulla has committed to reviving the
investigation into the multi-billion peso Pharmally
scandal, a major controversy involving the
procurement of overpriced medical supplies during the
COVID-19 pandemic that hounded the previous
administration. He also stated that his office will review
complaints of alleged misuse of confidential funds
against Vice President Duterte. [Bloomberg] [Inquirer1]
[Inquirer2] [Inquirer3] [Inquirer4] [Inquirer4]
[Inquirer5] [Inquirer6] [Inquirer7] [Inquirer8]
[Inquirer9] [Inquirer10] [Manila Bulletin] [Straits Times]

Philippines: Military reassigns Ex-Vice
President Security Chief amid confidential
fund probe

(ms) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has
reassigned Col. Raymund Dante Lachica, former head
of the AFP Security and Protection Group (AFPSPG) that
secures Vice President Sara Duterte, citing an active
Ombudsman case tied to alleged misuse of
confidential funds at the Office of the Vice President
(OVP) and the Department of Education (DepEd).
Effective Oct. 4, Lachica moved back to the Philippine
Army and was replaced by Lt. Col. Joseph Israel
Eleosida, the AFP said.

AFP Public Affairs chief Col. Xerxes Trinidad described
the relief as consistent with protocol when a
commander faces an Ombudsman case, adding that
the vice president’s protection remains uninterrupted
under the AFPSPG. Separate statements from the AFP
and OVP confirmed the leadership transition.

Lachica figured prominently in congressional hearings
in November 2024, when OVP special disbursing
officer Gina Acosta testified that Duterte authorized
the release of PHP 125 million (about USD 2.2 million)
in confidential funds to him in December 2022. DepEd
disbursing officer Edward Fajarda testified that PHP
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37.5 million (about USD 660,000) was handed in
tranches to then-vice presidential security deputy Col.
Dennis Nolasco in 2023. Duterte has denied
wrongdoing, calling the inquiry politically motivated.

The AFP did not release specifics of the Ombudsman
complaint, and there is no public resolution to date.
Officials emphasized that the reassignment should not
be construed as a finding of guilt. “Within protocol”
transfers are standard while cases are pending,
Trinidad said.

The controversy comes amid heightened scrutiny of
confidential fund use across government. In late 2024,
lawmakers questioned documentation tied to OVP and
DepEd spending, and hearings continued to
reverberate into 2025. While much of the recent online
commentary amplifies allegations aired in Congress,
authoritative updates have come through mainstream
outlets reporting on the hearings and the AFP’s
personnel move. [Manila Bulletin] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Senate detains brokers as
agri-smuggling probe widens

(ms) The Senate Committee on Agriculture, Food and
Agrarian Reform on Oct. 7 cited two customs brokers
in contempt for allegedly giving “untruthful” testimony
in its investigation of agricultural smuggling, ordering
their detention at the Senate or, if space is unavailable,
at the Pasay City Jail.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Francis “Kiko” Pangilinan,
acted on a motion by Sen. JV Ejercito against Lujin
Ramos Tenero and Brenda de Sagun after both failed
to identify Bureau of Customs contacts known only as
“Mr. Carlos” and “Mr. Vicente.” Lawmakers said the
brokers’ statements contained inconsistencies that
hindered efforts to trace financiers and facilitators
behind smuggling networks.

Tenero, linked to 1024 Consumer Goods Trading,
admitted signing import entry documents but said he
did not know “Mr. Carlos™ full name. He was
questioned over shipments the Department of
Agriculture said were misdeclared: PHP 68 million
(about USD 1.2 million) in frozen mackerel labeled as
PHP 40 million (about USD 710,000) in chicken
products. Pangilinan warned that continued refusal to
cooperate could mean extended detention, while
noting the Senate could provide protection if Tenero
assists investigators.
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De Sagun, of Berches Consumer Goods Trading, told
senators she lent her license but could not identify
“Mr. Vicente,” who allegedly used it to facilitate imports
worth PHP 59 million (about USD 1.05 million).
Lawmakers said both cases reflect a “consignees-for-
hire” scheme in which shell firms or rented licenses
front for smuggling operations.

On Oct. 8, 2025, the committee reiterated that large-
scale agricultural smuggling constitutes economic
sabotage, punishable by life imprisonment. Pangilinan
and Ejercito said full disclosure could qualify the
brokers as state witnesses, granting immunity in
exchange for testimony identifying higher-level
perpetrators. [GMA News] [Inquirer]

Philippines: ICC denies former president’s
request for interim release

(ghd) The ICC has rejected a request from former
president Duterte for interim release. The court ruled
that there is a significant risk of both flight and
obstruction of justice, making Duterte’s continued
detention necessary to guarantee his appearance at
trial and to protect the integrity of the investigation.

The decision, delivered by the Pre-Trial Chamber, is a
major setback for Duterte who is facing charges of
crimes against humanity in connection with his deadly
"war on drugs" during his tenure as both mayor and
president. Specifically, it is alleged that Duterte is
responsible for widespread and systematic
extrajudicial killings of thousands of individuals
suspected of being involved in the drug trade.

The chamber’s decision was based on an assessment
of Duterte’s circumstances and past actions. Given the
gravity of the alleged crimes and the potential for a
severe sentence, there is a powerful incentive for
Duterte to abscond. The court held that the assurances
given by the defense insufficiently mitigated these
risks. Crucially, the judges pointed to a lack of concrete
guarantees and noted that as a former head of state
with significant resources and international
connections, Duterte has the means to evade justice.
Furthermore, the court expressed concern that, if
released, he could interfere with the investigation by
intimidating witnesses or destroying evidence, thereby
obstructing or endangering the court's proceedings.
Duterte's legal team has acknowledged the ruling and
is currently considering its next steps, which could
include appealing the decision. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2]
[Reuters] [SCMP]
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The issue of Duterte’s fitness to stand trial is still
ongoing. Citing his "deteriorating" health and cognitive
state, Duterte's lawyers have pushed for an indefinite
postponement of the case. In response, ICC
prosecutors have formally requested the appointment
of independent medical experts to conduct a thorough
evaluation of the Duterte's physical and mental
condition. The counsel for the victims, while agreeing
to the necessity of a medical assessment, has firmly
rejected the bid for an indefinite delay. They argue that
while Duterte's health is a valid concern, it should not
be used to indefinitely deny justice to the victims and
their families. The court is expected to rule on the
appointment of medical experts in the coming weeks.
[Manila Bulletin1] [Manila Bulletin2]

Philippines: Vlogger arrested for sedition
amidst failed coup attempt

(ghd) The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) has
arrested a vlogger for allegedly making threats against
President Marcos on social media, filing charges of
inciting to sedition. The vlogger allegedly posted a
photo of Marcos with an arrow pointing at his head,
accompanied by the caption: "Headshot." After the
initial post was apparently removed, the vlogger
reposted it, later claiming in the comments that the
caption was a only a mistake and a joke. [Inquirer1]
[Manila Bulletin]

The arrest follows reports of a foiled coup plot aimed
at destabilizing the Marcos administration, which came
to a head during the large anti-corruption protests last
September 21. Army Chief of Staff General Brawner
admitted that he and other active-duty commanders
had been approached by a group of retired military
officers who urged them to withdraw support from
Marcos and intervene, suggesting options ranging
from a coup d'état to the formation of a military junta.
Brawner stated that he and the active military
leadership firmly rejected all such calls, affirming the
army'’s loyalty to the Constitution and the chain of
command.

In response to the plot, the government is now
studying the possibility of filing sedition and treason
charges against the individuals and groups believed to
be behind the destabilization effort. This strong
response is intended to send a clear message that any
attempts to overthrow the democratically elected
government will not be tolerated. [Inquirer2]
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Philippines: Search for new autonomous
region leader urged to ensure stability

(ghd) Chief Minister Macacua of the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) has
called on the regional parliament to convene and elect
a new speaker, a crucial move to ensure stability after
the postponement of the region's elections. This call
for a new speaker is seen as a critical step to maintain
strong governance and steer the autonomous region
effectively until the rescheduled polls. [Inquirer]

The BARMM is the result of a peace agreement signed
in 2014 between the government and the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF). This agreement ended decades
of conflict and established an autonomous regional
government led by the MILF. A key milestone in this
transition was the holding of the first regular
parliamentary elections, which were originally
scheduled for October 13, 2025. [JICA]

However, the Supreme Court nullified as
unconstitutional the redistricting law passed by the
BARMM parliament, which created new districts for the
election. The court ordered the postponement of the
polls to a date no later than March 31, 2026, creating a
leadership vacuum in the regional parliament.
[Supreme Court]

Despite the political uncertainty caused by the
postponement, Presidential Peace Adviser Galvez has
assured the public that the peace process remains
strong and on track. Galvez emphasized the
unwavering commitment of both the national
government and the MILF to the peace agreements,
stating that the delay does not undermine the
foundations of the peace process. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: President signs over USD 200
million in new energy deals

(ghd) President Marcos presented eight new petroleum
service contracts with a total investment of USD 200.7
million, a move aimed at boosting the country's
indigenous energy resources and reducing its heavy
reliance on foreign oil imports. The new deals are
expected to spur exploration and development
activities in various parts of the Philippines, namely in
the Sulu Sea, Cagayan, Cebu, Palawan, and central
Luzon, over a seven-year period. Among the deals is
the world’s first competitive bid round for native
hydrogen, a clean energy source.
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During the presentation of the contracts, Marcos
emphasized that strengthening the country's domestic
energy exploration is a critical step towards achieving
energy security and self-sufficiency. By tapping into
local oil and gas reserves, the government hopes to
lessen its vulnerability to global oil price fluctuations
and supply disruptions. The successful development of
these exploration projects is seen as a key component
of the administration's long-term strategy to ensure a
stable and affordable energy supply for the nation.

The energy department also affirmed that the
contracts underwent a transparent and competitive
selection process and have all been awarded to
qualified local and international proponents.
[Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Central bank cuts policy rate
to 4.75 percent as scandal weighs on
outlook

(ms) The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) lowered its
overnight reverse repurchase rate by 25 basis points to
4.75 percent on October 9—the fourth straight cut—
citing softer growth prospects as a widening corruption
probe over public works erodes business confidence.

Markets wobbled after the move: the peso weakened
to 58.165 per USD, and the main stock index slipped
further in afternoon trade. Only 9 of 23 economists in
a Reuters poll had expected an October cut,
underscoring how governance concerns—particularly
alleged irregularities in flood-control projects—have
become a macro headwind alongside external risks.

The BSP signaled room for more easing, pointing to a
“favorable inflation outlook” and moderating domestic
demand. Headline inflation picked up to 1.7 percentin
September from 1.5 percent in August but remains
below the 2-4 percent target for the year; core
inflation eased to 2.6 percent. Governor Eli Remolona
said another cut is on the table at the December policy
meeting, with further reductions possible in 2026 if
conditions warrant.

Officials said they will watch how the executive branch,
Congress and the private sector respond to the
scandal’s fallout before setting the near-term path. For
now, the BSP's bias is to support activity while guarding
against upside price shocks—particularly from food
and energy—leaving policy calibrated to confidence as
much as to data. [Reuters]
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Philippines: Labor department touts 3.9
percent unemployment rate as a sign of
recovery

(ghd) The Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) hailed the drop in the unemployment rate, to
3.9 percent in August, as clear evidence of a robust
and successful economic recovery. Labor Secretary
Laguesma stated that this is a direct result of the
government's aggressive strategies aimed at creating
and preserving jobs.

According to the Philippine Statistics Authority's latest
Labor Force Survey, the employment rate rose from
94.7 percent in July to 96.1 percent in August, bringing
the unemployment rate down from 5.3 percent in July.
The current unemployment rate is the lowest recorded
since April 2024. There was also an improvement in job
quality, as shown by the decrease of
underemployment rate from 14.8 percentin July to
10.7 percent in August.

The DOLE expressed optimism that this positive trend
will be sustained through the government's continued
focus on economic growth and job creation initiatives.
[Inquirer]

Nevertheless, labor groups refuted the claim that
employment quality has improved. Despite a decrease
in the unemployment rate, they point to a rise in
precarious and low-paying jobs. Labor leaders argue
that growth is not inclusive and that many of the new
jobs being created are in the informal sector, offering
little to no security, benefits, or opportunities for
advancement. They are calling on the government to
address these issues by creating stable, decent-paying
jobs and strengthening policies that protect workers'
rights and promote fair labor practices. [Inquirer2?]

Philippines: Inflation not a cause for
concern, President’s office assures public

(ghd) Presidential Communications Office
Undersecretary Castro has assured the public that the
slight increase in inflation rate, from 1.5 to 1.7 percent,
is not a cause for alarm as the current level remains
well within the government's projected annual range of
2 to 4 percent.

The minor uptick was primarily attributed to the recent
increase in vegetable prices, a direct consequence of
the typhoons that have recently hit the country.
Officials noted that the pace of the inflation increase
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has been slow, and they remain confident in the
stability of the nation's economy. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: World Bank maintains GDP
growth forecast

(ghd) The World Bank has maintained its economic
growth forecasts for the Philippines, signaling
confidence in the country's economic trajectory
despite global headwinds. In its latest report, the
multilateral lender kept its GDP growth projections at
5.3 percent for 2025 and 5.4 percent for 2026. The
sustained forecast suggests that the World Bank
expects the Philippine economy to remain resilient
despite trade restrictions, increased economic policy
uncertainty, and slowing global growth.

And while Philippine informal labor has shifted from
agriculture to digital platforms, such as ride-hailing
services, poor education may prevent workers from
capitalizing on technology-driven jobs. Thus, in order
to benefit from emerging jobs in the tech sector, the
World Bank called for more reforms in the business
climate and educational system. [Business World]

Philippines: President’s office refutes
SEC’s claim of USD 29 billion market loss
due to corruption

(ghd) The Office of the President refuted a report
attributing a statement to the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) that corruption issues have wiped
out USD 29.36 billion in wealth from the Philippine
stock market. The claim was allegedly made by SEC
Chair Lim during his speech at the annual conference
of the Financial Executives Institute of the Philippines.

However, after consultation and verification by Special
Assistant to the President for Investment and
Economic Affairs Go with officials and traders at the
stock exchange, Go concluded that Lim's statement
was based on fake news reports. Go added that from
August 11 to 29, the main drop was only at 1.58
percent, not 12 percent as claimed by Lim. [ABS-CBN
News] [Inquirer]

Philippines: Central bank slashes interest
rate amidst corruption woes


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ilt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ili/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ild/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ild/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ilh/

(ghd) In a surprise move, the Philippine central bank
(BSP) cut its key interest rate for the fourth consecutive
time on October 9, a pre-emptive strike to shore up
the economy as a widening corruption scandal darkens
the country's outlook and erodes confidence. The
scandal revolves around a massive, ongoing
investigation into alleged corrupt practices connected
to multi-billion-dollar infrastructure contracts,
particularly for flood control. The probe has implicated
high-level politicians and contractors, sparking public
protests and severely damaging investor confidence in
the Philippine economy.

The central bank's Monetary Board reduced the
benchmark overnight reverse repurchase rate by 25
basis points to 4.75 percent, the lowest since
September 2022. Rates on the overnight deposit and
lending facilities were also lowered to 4.25 percent and
5.25 percent, respectively. The decision caught most
economists off guard, as they had predicted the BSP
would hold rates steady to support the slumping peso
and manage inflation risks. [Bloomberg]

According to the BSP, the rate cut was a prudent move
to support market confidence, which has been severely
rattled by recent events. The central bank's action is
aimed at stimulating domestic growth and mitigating
the negative fallout from the political turmoil. It also
signals the BSP's increasing concern over the domestic
economy's trajectory, prioritizing growth even as other
central banks in the region adopt a more cautious
stance. This easing of monetary policy is intended to
encourage borrowing and spending to counteract the
potential economic slowdown resulting from the
ongoing political instability. [Business Times] [Business
World] [Nikkei Asia] [Reuters]

Philippines: Defense chief urges swift
action in West Philippine Sea to prevent
territorial loss

(ms) Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro has warned
that the Philippines risks losing both maritime and land
territories if it fails to assert its sovereign rights,
pressing lawmakers to back stronger defense funding
and force buildup.

Speaking at the Senate finance committee on October
7, Teodoro called for support of the Department of
National Defense’s (DND) strategic basing program to
expand coverage across the country’s 2.1 million
square kilometers of maritime zones. He voiced
concern that other states could already be encroaching
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on the 130,000-square-kilometer Benham Rise, hinting
that activities there may have gone unchecked.

The defense chief also pushed for expanding the
Philippine Army's presence in Palawan, calling it
“strategically vital but inadequately defended.” He said
at least one more division was needed, as only special
forces are currently deployed. He admitted the Army
remains under-strength, with just one mechanized
division and 11 light infantry divisions, none fully
motorized. “A fixed structure becomes a sitting duck,”
he warned, stressing the need for mobility and
unpredictability.

Citing Indonesia’s 500-plus infantry battalions, Teodoro
argued that the Philippines must prioritize filling
manpower gaps and acquiring modern equipment. He
said resources should not only meet external threats
but also natural disasters such as floods and
earthquakes.

The Department of Foreign Affairs separately
reinforced Manila's claim, stating that Philippine
sovereignty over areas including Bajo de Masinloc and
the Kalayaan Island Group “is incontrovertible” and
grounded in international law, treaties, and effective
control. [Inquirer] [Manila Times]

Philippines: Government aims to bolster
defense industry with amended law

(ghd) The Philippines is moving to bolster its domestic
defense manufacturing capabilities by amending the
Self-Reliant Defense Posture (SRDP) law, specifically by
reducing the dependence on foreign suppliers for
military hardware and equipment. The updated law is
designed to stimulate the local defense industry by
providing incentives and encouraging investment in
the production of military assets within the country.
This initiative is seen as a critical step towards
achieving greater self-sufficiency in national defense, a
long-standing goal for the Philippine army.

By fostering a stronger local defense sector, the
government hopes to not only enhance its military's
operational readiness but also to create jobs and
stimulate economic growth. The revitalized SRDP law is
expected to pave the way for increased collaboration
between the government and the private sector in
developing and manufacturing the next generation of
military technology for the Philippines.

The SRDP was originally signed into law on October 8,
2024. As a key aspect of the army’s modernization
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efforts, the law provided for incentives to stimulate the
local defense industry and encouraged various
government agencies to support local firms. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Troops uncover
insurrectionists’ weapons cache

(ghd) A cache of high-powered firearms and explosives
belonging to the New People's Army (NPA) has been
discovered by government forces in an abandoned
house in Samar. Specifically, the 8th Infantry Division
recovered ten M16 rifles, an M14 rifle, and two
improvised explosive devices (IEDs).

The military has stated that this discovery is a
significant blow to the NPA's capabilities in the region,
disrupting their ability to carry out attacks and other
violent activities. The successful operation was
reportedly aided by information provided by former
NPA members who have surrendered to the
government. The army spokesperson also urged
remaining NPA members to surrender and avail of the
government's livelihood and reintegration assistance
program for former rebels. [Inquirer]

The NPA is the armed wing of the Communist Party of
the Philippines and has been engaged in one of the
world’s longest-running communist insurgencies. They
aim to overthrow the Philippine government through a
protracted guerilla warfare. They operate primarily in
rural areas, supported by impoverished farmers and
indigenous communities.

Over the decades, the NPA has been involved in armed
clashes with the Philippine military, assassinations of
officials, and the extortion of businesses in areas
under their influence. They have been designated as a
terrorist organization by the Philippine government,
US, and EU. [Britannica]

Philippines: Department of the Interior
and Local Government probes alleged
breach exposing 40 Million records

(ms) The Department of the Interior and Local
Government (DILG) is investigating a reported breach
of its Full Disclosure Policy Portal (FDPP) after a
cybersecurity group, Deep Web Konek, warned that
more than 40 million records—spanning audit trails,
logs, file attachments, and user data—were leaked.
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The exposed cache is estimated at around 22
gigabytes.

Interior Secretary Jonvic Remulla said the agency is
validating the incident, adding only, “I'll get to it,” when
asked for comment. The suspected attacker is believed
to be the same actor who recently defaced a DILG web
directory. Deep Web Konek said the intrusion included
a statement from the hacker referencing corruption as
a “choice.”

The incident comes amid a spate of website
compromises affecting national and local government
portals. Hackers left protest messages tied to alleged
corruption in flood-control projects, with reported
disruptions to LGU websites in Zamboanga Sibugay,
Zamboanga del Sur, and Zamboanga del Norte. The
DILG has yet to confirm the breach’s scope or whether
sensitive personal information was accessed. [PhilStar]

Singapore: Local councils in Singapore to
link residents with jobs and volunteer
networks

(nl) Singapore is expanding the responsibilities of its
Community Development Councils (CDCs) — local
bodies that coordinate social and community
programs — to better connect residents with nearby
jobs and volunteer opportunities. The initiative follows
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong's earlier
announcement of a new Jobs Nearby @ CDC scheme,
which links jobseekers with employers in their
neighborhoods to support both residents and small
local businesses.

The councils will also act as coordinators for
volunteerism, using their networks to match
individuals and organizations with community causes
while fostering small, neighborhood-based groups that
support those in need. These expanded roles aim to
strengthen local engagement and build social cohesion
at the ground level.

As part of the changes, district boundaries will be
redrawn to balance population sizes. Residents of
Aljunied and Hougang will move from the Northeast to
the Southeast district from October 13, with ongoing
support continuing through the transition. The
restructuring reflects a broader effort to keep
community resources and outreach evenly distributed
as the councils take on larger roles in Singapore’s
social framework. [Channel NewsAsia]
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Singapore: Diesel and jet fuel stocks rise
above 10 million barrels as trade flows
shift

(ms) Singapore’s inventories of middle distillates -
mainly diesel/gasoil and jet fuel/kerosene - climbed to
10.1 million barrels in the week ended October 8, 2025,
up from 9.8 million barrels a week earlier. Middle
distillates are the workhorse fuels for trucks, ships,
industry, and aviation, so changes here matter for
freight costs and air travel.

The build came because imports jumped while net
exports eased. (Net exports simply means exports
minus imports.) Diesel and gasoil imports were about
five times higher than the prior week, led by cargoes
from South Korea, Malaysia, and Japan. For October,
most incoming barrels are expected from Northeast
Asia, with a few from India arriving later in the month.

Exports also increased, but more slowly - about
twenty-three percent week on week - mainly to
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, and Australia. In jet fuel, arrivals
from China were heavy enough to cut net exports by
about forty-one percent, even though total jet exports
still rose fifty-one percent, supported by shipments to
Australia and Vietnam. Some long-haul parcels headed
to the United States and Europe were likely sustainable
aviation fuel blends.

Not all fuel categories moved the same way. Light
distillates (gasoline and naphtha) recently fell to a one-
hundred-two-week low of about 11.5 million barrels,
while residual fuel (used in power and shipping)
slipped by nearly nine hundred thousand barrels.

What this means: diesel supply in Asia looks a bit more
comfortable near term, which can cap price spikes for
trucking and industry. By contrast, tighter gasoline
stocks could keep pump prices relatively firm. Traders
will watch whether October’s import surge continues
and how regional demand holds up into year-end.
[Finimize] [Reuters]

Singapore: Central bank maintains
monetary settings amid steady growth
and easing inflation pressures

(nl) Singapore's central bank left its monetary policy
unchanged at its October review, maintaining the
current pace of appreciation for the Singapore dollar's
exchange rate band. The Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS) said the existing stance remains
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appropriate amid a still-resilient domestic economy
and easing tariff concerns. The decision, which
matched market expectations, follows earlier policy
easing in January and April aimed at cushioning against
external pressures.

Preliminary data released alongside the
announcement showed the economy expanding 2.9
percent year-on-year in the third quarter, slowing from
4.5 percent in the previous quarter but still
outperforming forecasts. Growth was supported by
manufacturing linked to artificial intelligence
investments, as well as strength in domestic
consumption and construction. MAS noted that while
growth is expected to moderate in coming quarters,
activity should remain underpinned by infrastructure
spending and stable financial conditions.

Inflationary pressures also appear contained, with core
inflation expected to average about 0.5 percent this
year before rising gradually through 2026. Headline
inflation is projected to stay between 0.5 and 1 percent
this year. The central bank indicated it is well-
positioned to respond to emerging risks but sees no
immediate need for further adjustments. [Reuters]
[Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Private housing rallies as
government fast-tracks new flats

(ms) Singapore’s housing market showed two clear
signals this week: a big private condo launch almost
sold out at high prices, and the government moved to
speed up public housing by adding thousands of flats
with shorter waits. Together, they suggest private
demand remains strong while authorities are trying to
make homeownership more accessible by bringing
new public units to market faster.

The private market headline came from The Skye at
Holland, a large condominium in an upscale,
expatriate-friendly district. Developers reported about
658 of 666 units sold—nearly 99 percent—during the
first weekend of sales, at an average of SD 2,953 per
square foot (about USD 2,170). That level of
absorption, following a seasonally quiet September,
suggests appetite for private homes remains resilient
despite years of “cooling measures” that raised stamp
duties and tightened mortgage rules to curb
speculation.

On the public side, the Housing & Development Board
(HDB)—which provides flats to more than 80 percent
of residents—plans to launch about 9,100 Build-To-
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Order (BTO) units in October, including roughly 3,300
“shorter-wait” flats scheduled for completion in under
three years. Key projects include Ping Yi Court in Bedok
in the east, Fernvale Plains in Sengkang in the
northeast, and two Yishun developments, Chencharu
Grove and Yishun Glade. Unit types range from
compact two-room flexi homes to three-generation
apartments, alongside assisted-living options for
seniors. Amenities span preschools, rooftop and
therapeutic gardens, fitness areas, and access to
transit and major malls.

HDB said the four shorter-wait projects lift 2025's total
of such flats to 4,690, exceeding its annual pledge of
4,500. The agency plans to launch 4,000 shorter-wait
units in both 2026 and 2027 as part of a broader push
to cut delivery times.

For readers outside Singapore, the implications are
twofold. First, a near-sellout at premium per-square-
foot pricing is a price signal: capital continues to seek
the stability Singapore offers, a point of interest for
regional investors and developers. Second, the faster
public-housing pipeline is a policy model worth
watching—a mature market attempting to expand
supply and shorten waits without sacrificing
construction standards or letting private demand run
unchecked. [Bloomberg] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: Hundreds penalized yearly
over illegal foreign employment

(nl) An average of 420 employers were found each year
between 2021 and 2024 to have hired foreigners
without valid work passes, according to Singapore’s
Ministry of Manpower (MOM). Roughly half of these
cases led to prosecutions or fines, while others
involving short-term or first-time offences received
warnings. MOM said penalties depend on factors such
as the duration of the violation and the number of
workers involved, with offenders facing fines, jail
terms, or bans from future employment in the country.

Authorities have also increased scrutiny in sectors
where temporary or informal work is common,
reminding businesses that foreigners on tourist or
student visas are not allowed to provide paid services.
Employers can face penalties of up to SGD 30,000 (USD
23,000) or a year's imprisonment, while individuals
working without permits risk fines, jail, and
deportation. The enforcement push follows recent
checks carried out through data analytics and public
tip-offs.
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While the rules remain strict, some short-term
professional activities—such as journalism work,
junket operations, or filming—qualify for work pass
exemptions if they are declared in advance and limited
to 90 days a year. MOM said such exemptions are
assessed based on the nature and duration of the
activity, as well as its potential impact on local job
opportunities, in an effort to maintain fair competition
while allowing legitimate short-term engagements.
[The Straits Times]

Singapore: Programs aim to help
Singapore’s F&B firms cut costs and
embrace digital tools

(nl) Singapore's Enterprise Singapore (EnterpriseSG)
has unveiled two new programs designed to help food
and beverage (F&B) businesses improve productivity
and streamline operations. The schemes — the F&B
Process Optimisation Programme (POP) and the FoodX
program — target over 1,000 F&B companies over the
next two years. Both initiatives stem from
EnterpriseSG's new Food Services Productivity Report,
which found that process optimization and centralized
food preparation are key to sustaining growth in a
sector dominated by small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs).

Through the F&B Process Optimisation Programme,
participating businesses can work with appointed
consultants to improve workflow efficiency, make
better use of space, implement new technologies, and
refine their menus. Meanwhile, the FoodX initiative
connects companies with a growing network of more
than 60 contract manufacturers and equipment
partners to centralize food preparation, helping firms
cut labor and operational costs. Eligible firms can
receive up to 50 percent in grants to offset outsourcing
expenses, building on the success of an earlier pilot
that supported 200 outlets last year.

In a parallel effort to drive digital transformation,
EnterpriseSG signed a Memorandum of Understanding
with UOB to help F&B firms adopt digital and artificial
intelligence (Al) tools from 2026. The collaboration will
offer advisory services, discounted technology
solutions, and industry workshops aimed at
accelerating tech adoption among local businesses.
The move reflects growing urgency to boost efficiency
and innovation in Singapore's F&B industry, which
faces mounting cost pressures and evolving consumer
demands. [The Business Times]
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Singapore: Services hold steady but
manufacturing drags on Singapore’s Q3
performance

(nl) Singapore’s economy expanded by 2.9 percent
year-on-year in the third quarter of 2025, moderating
from 4.5 percent in the previous quarter, according to
advance estimates from the Ministry of Trade and
Industry. The slowdown came after a stronger-than-
expected first half that prompted an upward revision
of the full-year growth forecast to between 1.5 and 2.5
percent. On a quarter-on-quarter seasonally adjusted
basis, GDP rose by 1.3 percent, reflecting a steady but
easing pace of recovery.

Growth across sectors was uneven. Manufacturing
activity was flat compared with a 5 percent expansion
in the previous quarter, weighed down by weaker
biomedical and general manufacturing output despite
gains in other clusters. Construction growth also
cooled to 3.1 percent from 6.2 percent previously, even
as both public and private projects supported overall
activity. The wholesale, retail, and transport-related
sectors grew 2.5 percent, easing from 4.9 percent,
while quarter-on-quarter growth turned negative.

In contrast, financial and professional services
maintained steady momentum, expanding 4.4 percent
amid stronger performance in information technology,
banking, and corporate services. Accommodation and
real estate also remained firm, supported by higher
tourist arrivals and resilient domestic demand. While
the latest figures point to a moderation in growth, the
overall trajectory remains consistent with expectations
of a stable expansion for the remainder of the year.
[Channel NewsAsia] [Nikkei Asia]

Singapore: Anti-drone and underwater Al
systems developed at new HTX lab

(nl) Singapore has opened a new testing facility in
Jurong West dedicated to developing technologies that
enhance public safety and emergency response.
Known as Garage@HTX, the Home Team Science and
Technology Agency's (HTX) facility will allow engineers
to design, prototype and test advanced systems under
controlled conditions, significantly shortening
development timelines.

Among the projects being trialed is an anti-drone
drone that can identify and capture rogue aircraft
using a net, operating even in areas without GPS
access. HTX is also testing hydrogen fuel cell drones,
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which offer longer flight durations and lower
emissions, and an Al-enabled underwater search robot
that can automatically detect and map submerged
objects to assist divers in recovery operations.

Equipped with 3D printing tools, electromagnetic
shielding chambers, and motion capture areas for
drone testing, the facility provides an integrated space
for experimentation and validation. Officials said the
new lab reflects Singapore’s continued investment in
homegrown innovation to strengthen its security
capabilities and readiness in an increasingly complex
threat environment. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Prime Minister Anutin details
National Reset Strategy to reassert
regional leadership

(msz) On October 8, Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul's address to an economic seminar
outlined his commitment to restructuring Thailand,
declaring the current national system insufficient for
navigating contemporary global challenges. The central
objective is to reverse this trend and reclaim regional
leadership. The proposed structural reform centers on
three critical dimensions: national security, economic
dynamism, and environmental sustainability.

Security as a Foundation for Growth

Emphasizing that political and economic advancement
is impossible without a stable groundwork, Anutin
declared that security would be the government's
paramount focus. This commitment extends beyond
managing external issues like border disputes through
military, diplomatic, and economic means. Tt also
involves tackling social corrosion and rigorously
pursuing anti-corruption efforts, which he identified as
a costly impediment to national progress.
Furthermore, enhancing the transparency and fairness
of the legal apparatus is integral to this internal
stability agenda, part of the broader effort to improve
the country's rule of law. He also warned political
parties that a failure to evolve would render them
"dinosaurs" destined to fade away.

Targeting Economic Recovery and Global Status

A critical component of the plan involves aggressive
economic recovery measures. Key strategies include
debt reduction, income generation, and easing the
daily cost of living, particularly in energy and
transportation, to ensure citizens can afford essential
goods. Support for Small and Medium Enterprises
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(SMEs) and a renewed focus on agricultural security,
utilizing smart farming and appropriate pricing, are
central to this push. To enhance the country's
international credibility, the government is actively
pursuing membership in the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), a
step expected to elevate its judicial and economic
standards to global benchmarks.

Addressing Demographic and Environmental Shifts

The plan also directly confronts long-term
demographic challenges. Anutin addressed the rising
number of elderly citizens, vowing to ensure their
dignity and quality of life while also considering
reforms to the retirement age. Crucially, the
government intends to prevent the declining birth rate
from becoming a future crisis by ensuring high-quality
support for Thai children. On the environmental front,
the commitment is ambitious: achieving net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, coupled with a
significant shift toward clean energy in key sectors.
Finally, accelerating the transition to a digital
government is viewed as essential for promoting
transparency and bolstering anti-corruption measures.

A Call for Unified Action

Concluding his address, the prime minister insisted
that the ambitious national reset cannot be achieved
through governmental action alone. He stressed that
success hinges upon the unified efforts of the private
sector, the public, workers, and the media. [The
Nation]

Thailand: Government faces growing
pressure over Cambodia border MoUs

(Im) The Thai government under interim prime
minister Anutin Charnvirakul is facing mounting
political and ideological pressure over two
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with
Cambodia, as tensions along the Thai-Cambodian
border—revived earlier this year—continue to evolve
into a broader domestic debate on sovereignty,
national identity, and the legacy of past
administrations.

The controversy centers on MoU 43, signed in 2000
under Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai, which sets out
procedures for surveying and marking the land
boundary, and MoU 44, signed in 2001 under Thaksin
Shinawatra, which concerns overlapping maritime
claims in the Gulf of Thailand. Long criticized by
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conservative and nationalist factions, both accords are
viewed by these groups as symbols of perceived
territorial concessions and weak defense of Thai
sovereignty.

The latest surge in nationalist mobilization comes in
the wake of border clashes and military incidents along
the Sa Kaeo and Surin frontiers earlier this year, which
reignited long-dormant disputes over territorial
demarcation. The conflict severely strained bilateral
relations and destabilized Thai politics, contributing to
the collapse of the Paetongtarn Shinawatra
government in September 2025.

That administration had faced heavy criticism from
conservative and royalist circles for allegedly
mishandling the situation with Cambodia and for
refusing to annul earlier border agreements viewed by
its opponents as compromising national sovereignty.
The new government has since attempted to balance
nationalist demands with diplomatic caution.

Earlier this month, royalist and ultra-nationalist
networks staged demonstrations in Bangkok, accusing
the government of “outsourcing sovereignty” to
Cambodia. Protesters demanded the immediate
cancellation of MoUs 43 and 44, rejecting the
government's plan to hold a referendum as a way of
“evading responsibility.” Their demands included the
removal of Cambodian-linked structures allegedly
encroaching on Thai territory in Sa Kaeo province and
a stronger military posture along the border. [Bangkok
Post 1]

A central figure in this movement is Panthep
Puapongpan, a veteran conservative commentator and
former spokesperson for the People’s Alliance for
Democracy (PAD), also known as the Yellow Shirts.
Currently serving as chairman of the Thailand Watch
Foundation, Panthep has reemerged as one of the
most prominent voices demanding that Thailand
unilaterally revoke MoU 43.

Drawing on Section 60 of the 1969 Vienna Convention
on the Law of Treaties, he argues that Thailand can
legally terminate the agreement due to “grave
violations” by Cambodia, including alleged military
incursions and the use of explosive devices on Thai
soil. Panthep has rejected the idea of a referendum,
calling it “a delay tactic” and insisting that national
sovereignty must not be subject to public polling.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak
Phuangketkeow told parliament that the government
will review the procedures for a possible referendum
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to ensure transparency, legal clarity, and informed
public participation. The review, chaired by Deputy
Prime Minister Bowornsak Uwanno, is expected to take
place this week. [Bangkok Post 3]

Recent polling found that nearly 70 percent of
respondents lack understanding of the MoUs, though a
majority still supports holding a referendum. Critics
caution that without adequate public education and
balanced information, a referendum risks deepening
public confusion and fueling nationalist sentiment.

Thailand: Parliament opens charter
reform debate amid cautious Senate and
low public clarity

(Im/msz/acs) Thailand's parliament began a special
two-day joint session on October 14 to debate three
competing constitutional-amendment bills — a
development marking the most serious attempt to
revise the 2017 constitution since its promulgation
under military rule. The debate, which continues
through October 15, has revealed a growing divide
between a reform-oriented but internally fragmented
elected lower house and a cautious upper house
whose members were indirectly chosen in 2024
through peer elections among 20 professional groups.

The three drafts were introduced by the Bhumijaithai
Party of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, the Pheu
Thai Party of former Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra, and the opposition People’s Party. Each
outlines a different model for creating a Constitution
Drafting Assembly (CDA). Bhumjaithai's bill, considered
legally safest but least participatory, would establish a
99-member CDA appointed entirely by parliament.
Pheu Thai proposes a mixed model of 100 indirectly
elected members and 51 parliamentary appointees
from civic and professional backgrounds. The People’s
Party offers a more reformist design combining a 35-
member drafting body with a 100-member advisory
council elected by citizens — a feature that likely
conflicts with a Constitutional Court ruling prohibiting
direct public election of CDA members. [Bangkok Post
1] [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

That same ruling requires three national referendums:
first, to decide whether a new constitution should be
written; second, to define the drafting framework; and
third, to approve the completed charter. Parliament
President Wan Muhamad Noor Matha has emphasized
that all proceedings must follow these steps. A 42-
member committee will study the drafts after their first
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reading, which will require about one-third of the
Senate, or 67 votes, to pass. [Bangkok Post 4]

Ahead of the debate, Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul convened coalition partners to reaffirm
that the Bhumjaithai draft will serve as the main
framework for constitutional reform, while reiterating
that Chapters 1 and 2 — covering the form of the state
and the monarchy — will remain off-limits. Anutin said
the coalition hopes all three drafts will advance
through the first reading and that, even if the
government cannot complete the reform process
during its short tenure, “at least we will have laid the
foundation for change.” He dismissed speculation
about lobbying senators, saying the process would
proceed transparently through parliamentary
channels. [Bangkok Post 5]

In the Senate debate, most speakers voiced
reservations about both the timing and necessity of
constitutional reform. Some senators argued that the
government should prioritize economic hardship and
border tensions instead, warning that repeated
amendments could undermine stability. Others
stressed that Thailand's core issues lie in weak
enforcement of existing laws rather than flaws in the
charter itself, and called for stronger fiscal
transparency—particularly improved oversight of the
roughly THB 3 trillion (USD 87 billion) in “Soft Power”
and agency funds. A smaller group, however,
supported allowing the bills to move forward for
further review. [Bangkok Post 6]

Amid these debates, public understanding remains
limited. A NIDA poll conducted from October 7-9 found
that nearly 80 percent of Thais feel confused about the
upcoming elections and referendums, which will
require four ballots covering six questions — including
votes for MPs, constitutional amendments, and the
possible revocation of Thai-Cambodian border
memoranda (MoU 43 and 44) from 2000-2001.
[Bangkok Post 7]

Thailand: Ruling party gains momentum
as defections weaken rivals and polls
favor interim prime minister

(Im) Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his
Bhumijaithai Party are consolidating political strength
ahead of an expected early general election, drawing in
new members and gaining ground in public opinion
polls. The influx of defectors from rival parties —
particularly the formerly ruling Pheu Thai and Palang
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Pracharath (PPRP) — is reinforcing Bhumijaithai's
position as the core force of the current coalition.

Last week, Anutin formally welcomed several
politicians from Nakhon Ratchasima and Khon Kaen,
including sitting and former Pheu Thai MPs and
members of the influential Rattanaset political family,
who previously aligned with PPRP. The move expands
Bhumijaithai’s regional foothold in the Northeast,
particularly in Nakhon Ratchasima (Korat), one of the
country’s largest electoral strongholds. [Bangkok Post
1]

The defections come amid turmoil in the PPRP, where
a string of resignations — including that of former
secretary-general Santi Promphat and his son, Public
Health Minister Pattana Promphat — has reduced the
party’s representation to just seven MPs. Labour
Minister Treenuch Thienthong, one of the few
remaining senior figures, publicly reaffirmed support
for PPRP leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, rejecting
rumors she might also defect to Bhumjaithai. [Bangkok
Post 2]

At the same time, Anutin’s personal popularity is rising.
A recent poll, conducted from October 3-5 among
voters in 20 northeastern provinces, found 24.3
percent of respondents preferred him as prime
minister — ahead of People’s Party (PP) leader
Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut (22.8 percent) and
Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt (19.1 percent).
However, while Anutin leads as a preferred premier,
his party remains third in voter intention, behind PP
and Pheu Thai, underscoring the gap between his
personal appeal and Bhumijaithai's organizational
strength. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Prime Minister Anutin
consolidates control with key
appointments and Finance Ministry
reshuffle

(Im) Thailand’s Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has
strengthened his political and administrative control
through a series of high-level appointments and civil
service transfers, underscoring efforts to consolidate
authority within his new government following the
September 2025 coalition shift.

On October 7, the cabinet approved the appointment
of Pol Gen Permpoon Chidchob, younger brother of
Newin Chidchob—the influential power broker widely
regarded as the real force behind the Bhumijaithai
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Party—as one of Anutin’s official advisers. Permpoon, a
former education minister under ex-prime minister
Srettha Thavisin, previously faced criticism over his
role in the Vorayuth “Boss” Yoovidhya hit-and-run case,
one of Thailand’s most notorious corruption scandals.

While serving as assistant to the national police chief,
Permpoon failed to oppose the decision to drop
charges against Vorayuth, heir to the Red Bull fortune,
after the 2012 fatal crash in Bangkok. The National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) later found him at
fault, leading to unspecified disciplinary action, though
he was never prosecuted. Two prosecutors involved in
the case were imprisoned earlier this year for
misconduct. [Bangkok Post 1]

In a separate move, Anutin also approved a major
reshuffle at the Finance Ministry, transferring seven
senior officials, including Pinsai Suraswadi, son of
veteran Pheu Thai figure Plodprasop Suraswadi, from
director-general of the Revenue Department to deputy
permanent secretary.

The Finance Ministry reshuffle, officially described as
an administrative adjustment, was defended by Anutin
as a routine exercise to fill vacant positions. However,
the timing and scope of the transfers have fueled
speculation of political rebalancing, as Pheu Thai now
sits in opposition after being ousted from the ruling
coalition. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party launches
internal overhaul and explores new
alliance ahead of 2026 election

(msz/Im) Thailand's Pheu Thai Party, led by
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, has embarked on a major
internal restructuring and strategic reset aimed at
restoring its dominance ahead of the anticipated 2026
general election. The overhaul comes as the party
explores potential alliances with smaller political
groups, including the Chartthaipattana Party, in a bid
to expand its voter base and secure a viable path back
to government.

At its “Reinventing Pheu Thai, Reinventing Thailand”
convention in Bangkok, Paetongtarn—who briefly
served as prime minister from August 2024 to
September 2025 before losing power to Bhumjaithai
Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul—outlined a sweeping
reorganization of the party structure. The reform
introduces new units for parliamentary affairs, policy
research, and strategic communications, all designed
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to tighten coordination and sharpen the party’s
campaign message.

The event also saw the introduction of 193 prospective
MP candidates and the appointment of Suriya
Jungrungreangkit, a former deputy prime minister and
transport minister, as election director. Suriya
predicted that Pheu Thai could win at least 200
parliamentary seats, claiming that support for the
main opposition People’s Party (PP) had declined after
it backed Prime Minister Anutin’s government. He
projected that Bhumijaithai could rise to about 120
seats through recent defections.

Paetongtarn stated that the party's renewal aims to
“rebuild Thailand’s hope” and promised that none of
Pheu Thai's three upcoming prime ministerial
candidates would come from the Shinawatra family,
effectively excluding her father Thaksin Shinawatra,
her aunt Yingluck Shinawatra, and other family
members. [Bangkok Post 1] [Thai PBS World]

In parallel, Thaksin Shinawatra, who remains the
party's de facto strategist, has reportedly reached out
to Chartthaipattana Party leader Varawut Silpa-archa
to discuss possible cooperation or leadership roles,
including consideration as one of Pheu Thai's prime
ministerial nominees. Chartthaipattana, a mid-sized
party with ten House seats and a stronghold in Suphan
Buri Province, has long positioned itself as moderate
and pragmatic, appealing to provincial and centrist
voters. [Thairath 1, in Thai]

Although Varawut has not confirmed the discussions
and remains abroad, sources suggest that Pheu Thai
views a partnership as a way to reclaim moderate
voters and counterbalance its reformist image.
Varawut previously declined a similar offer from
Thaksin in mid-2025, when Pheu Thai proposed a
foreign ministerial post in exchange for merging the
two parties.

Senior Pheu Thai figures have reacted cautiously to the
alliance rumors, noting that no formal negotiations
have taken place. The party's executive committee
would need to approve any alliance or leadership
arrangement. Varawut, for his part, has reaffirmed
Chartthaipattana’s independence, saying that any
strategic move must have the backing of both his MPs
and party leadership. [Thai Enquirer 1] [Thai Enquirer
2] [Thairath 2, in Thai] [Bangkok Post 2]

Political analysts view Pheu Thai's current efforts as
part of a strategic recalibration following its loss of
power in September 2025. The internal overhaul aims
to professionalize the party’s operations, while


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ith/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-itk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-itu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iij/

outreach to smaller coalition partners could help
project a centrist, coalition-ready image. [Bangkok Post
3]

Thailand: Bribery case involving digital
economy minister referred to anti-
corruption commission

(Im) Thailand’s Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Minister Chaichanok Chidchob — a senior member of
the Bhumijaithai Party and part of the influential
Chidchob political family of Buriram — is at the center
of an escalating bribery investigation that has now
been referred to the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC).

The Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) announced that
it would transfer the case to the NACC after
determining it likely falls under Thailand'’s anti-
corruption law. The referral follows Chaichanok’s
October 6 complaint, in which he alleged that an
unidentified group had offered him THB 40 million
(USD 1.16 million) to halt crackdowns on call-center
scams and illegal online gambling networks operating
from neighboring countries.

According to the Crime Suppression Division (CSD),
police have completed taking Chaichanok'’s testimony
and are expediting the review of evidence, with
findings expected within 30 days. Investigators
described his account as consistent with statements
previously made in parliament, where he claimed the
bribe was intended to secure protection for
transnational criminal groups involved in cyber fraud
and online gambling. [Bangkok Post 1]

In parliament, the House committee on
communications and digital affairs has launched a
parallel inquiry into the alleged bribe. The panel
considers the minister's account credible and plans to
summon him again after he missed a scheduled
hearing on October 10. Members stressed that the
issue must be handled transparently to preserve public
confidence, given its implications for policy integrity
under the new administration. [Bangkok Post 2]
[Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

The allegations come as the Bhumjaithai-led
government, which took power after the September
2025 coalition shift, faces calls to sustain tough action
against online fraud. The Chidchob family, long seen as
a key power center in northeastern Thailand and the
driving force behind Bhumijaithai’s rise, has drawn
particular attention in this case — both because of its
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political influence and because the ministry in question
oversees cybercrime and digital regulation.

Thailand: Opposition MP defends move to
amend royal defamation law amid ethics
probe

(Im) Rangsiman Rome, a senior member of the
People's Party (PP) and one of 44 former Move Forward
Party (MFP) lawmakers under investigation by the
National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), has
defended their effort to amend the lese majeste law
(Section 112 of the Criminal Code), arguing it was
conducted transparently and within parliamentary
procedures. He maintained that the amendment
proposal never advanced to the House agenda and
therefore did not constitute a breach of ethics.

Rangsiman urged the public not to assume guilt before
the investigation concludes, saying the process should
be allowed to run its course. The NACC inquiry, now
nearing completion, stems from a Constitutional Court
ruling on January 31, 2024, which held that the MFP's
attempt to revise Section 112 constituted an attempt
to undermine the constitutional monarchy.

He expressed hope that the NACC and other state
authorities would act impartially and free from political
bias. Rangsiman also rejected rumors that the PP—
formed by former MFP members after the party’'s
dissolution—had sought assistance from the ruling
Bhumjaithai Party over the case.

According to the NACC, all 44 accused lawmakers have
been formally notified of the charges and given 15
days to submit written explanations before the
commission reviews and finalizes its findings, expected
by December 2025. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senate launches background
probe into 15 nominees for Anti-
Corruption Commission

(Im) Thailand's Senate has established a special
committee to vet the 15 nominees proposed to serve
as new members of the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC). Once approved, the new
commissioners must assume office within 60 days,
filling vacancies in the nine-member body, which
includes one chairperson and serves seven-year terms.
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During the Senate session, Senator Tewarit Maneechai
proposed extending the review deadline from 60 to 90
days, citing the recent submission of a petition by 105
senators accusing former justice minister Tawee
Sodsong and Yutthana Praedam, director-general of
the Department of Special Investigation, of unfair
treatment toward 138 senators implicated in alleged
collusion during the 2024 Senate election. Tewarit
warned that proceeding too quickly could raise
conflict-of-interest concerns.

The Senate's internal divisions also resurfaced during
the debate. Senator Nantana Nantavaropas, leader of
an independent minority bloc, accused the majority of
partisanship and exclusion in committee formation,
arguing that senators allied with the majority dominate
all key oversight bodies. She reiterated her group’s
opposition to the Senate’s continued role in appointing
members of independent agencies, especially amid
ongoing allegations of vote-rigging in the 2024 Senate
election.

Senator Seranee Anilbol, another member of the
independent bloc, said that the 21 senators who had
signed an earlier petition questioning the qualifications
of colleagues involved in vote manipulation were now
being marginalized within the Upper House and denied
seats on Senate committees. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Health ministry to review
cannabis restrictions amid industry
backlash

(msz) The Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) has
pledged to review recently tightened cannabis
regulations following growing pressure from producers
and retailers who say the measures have devastated
the industry. The complaints center on restrictions
imposed earlier this year under former Pheu Thai
minister Somsak Thepsutin, which reversed the more
liberal framework introduced in 2022 under Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's earlier tenure as health
minister.

Industry representatives are calling for the revocation
of the 2025 ministerial order that reclassified cannabis
as a controlled herb and for the reinstatement of the
previous 2022 rules, which allowed retail sales through
registered shops without medical prescriptions. They
also urge the ministry to simplify cultivation rules,
arguing that overlapping testing requirements have
imposed heavy costs on small-scale farmers.
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Businesses have warned that a draft regulation
restricting cannabis sales to medical clinics would
reduce the number of licensed outlets from more than
10,000 to about 100, creating an effective monopoly.
They also pressed the government to accelerate
submission of the long-delayed Cannabis Bill to
parliament.

The MOPH said it had acknowledged the concerns and
tasked the Department of Thai Traditional and
Alternative Medicine with conducting a two-week
review before submitting recommendations to the
minister. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former deputy police chief
claims to be victim of internal witch-hunt

(Im) Former deputy national police chief Surachate
Hakparn has petitioned the House committee on
national strategy and reforms to investigate national
police chief Kittharath Punpetch for alleged
misconduct and abuse of power. Surachate accused
Kittharath of unlawfully initiating a disciplinary probe
in April that falsely named him as a suspectin a
criminal case linked to a law exam scandal, despite no
charges being filed. He said the move was politically
motivated to obstruct his potential return to the police
force.

Surachate stated that he has filed two criminal
defamation lawsuits against Kittharath and intends to
bring the case before the corruption and misconduct
court. The parliamentary committee, chaired by main
opposition People’'s Party lawmaker Rangsiman Rome,
confirmed it will review the petition and evidence to
ensure fairness and may summon the national police
chief for questioning.

The case stems from a March investigation into the
Betflik online gambling network, which led cyber police
to uncover communications suggesting the removal of
law exam papers from the evening program at
Chulalongkorn University, one of Thailand's leading
public university.

A woman identified as Kanittha Lertbanjerdwong,
alleged to be Surachate’s personal secretary, was
arrested in April on suspicion of acting as an
intermediary in the scheme. According to investigators,
she was believed to have delivered stolen exam papers
to Surachate's legal team before returning them to
exam authorities. Surachate has denied any
involvement in the matter. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Opposition renews call for
crackdown on scam networks and foreign
‘grey capital’

(Im) Thailand's opposition has renewed its push for a
tougher crackdown on cross-border scam networks
and illicit “grey capital” following months of political
confrontation involving senior government figures and
alleged transnational operators with ties to Cambodia’s
scam industry.

At a recent press conference, Rangsiman Rome,
deputy leader of the opposition People’s Party and
chair of the House Committee on National Security and
Border Affairs, warned that large-scale online fraud
and money-laundering networks have become
increasingly sophisticated and deeply embedded in
both Thailand and Cambodia. He said these networks
are channeling billions of baht in illicit revenues into
legitimate businesses and infrastructure projects,
effectively blurring the line between criminal activity
and investment.

Rangsiman highlighted ongoing investigations into
companies allegedly conducting unauthorized
biometric data collection, including iris scans of up to
two million people — many of whom were reportedly
paid around THB 500 (USD 14) without understanding
how their data would be used. He linked these
operations to possible money-laundering activities and
called for stronger oversight of cross-border financial
flows. [Bangkok Post]

The renewed call follows a parliamentary dispute in
late September, when Rangsiman accused Deputy
Prime Minister Thammanat Prompao and South
African-born businessman Benjamin Mauerberger
(also known as Ben Smith) of involvement in a regional
scam and money-laundering network allegedly tied to
Cambodian elites, including figures close to Senate
President Hun Sen. Rangsiman claimed that billions of
baht were being laundered through real estate,
casinos, and entertainment ventures, some allegedly
linked to Thai political circles.

Both Thammanat and Mauerberger have denied all
allegations, describing them as politically motivated.
Mauerberger's legal counsel has filed a THB 100 million
(USD 2.9 million) defamation lawsuit against
Rangsiman, while Thammanat has threatened to
pursue additional legal action against journalists and
lawmakers he accuses of spreading “fabricated”
information. [AIR No. 40, October/2025, 1]
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Thailand: Human rights commission and
health ministry advance protection and
welfare measures for refugees and
migrant workers

(msz/Im) Thailand’s National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has urged state agencies to adopt
clear and consistent national guidelines for the
treatment of refugees and asylum seekers, particularly
those holding UNHCR-issued cards, to ensure
alignment with domestic law and international human
rights standards. The call follows a review of a
February 23 case in which 65 Vietnamese
Montagnards, including 15 children, were detained in
Nonthaburi. While the NHRC found the officials" actions
lawful and free of abuse, it said the case highlighted
the need for better training and cooperation with the
UNHCR to prevent future rights violations. [Bangkok
Post 1]

In parallel, the Ministry of Public Health has launched a
pilot health insurance program for migrant workers
and refugees, aiming to reduce the burden on public
hospitals and strengthen border disease control. The
initiative, part of the ministry's “Quick Win" policy,
began on October 9 in Tak, Mae Hong Son,
Kanchanaburi, and Ratchaburi provinces. The program
establishes one-stop service centers for medical
screenings and insurance registration, supported by
the new FDH-Migrant Platform, which integrates
biometric identification and online insurance
processing. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Energy Ministry proposes two
key regional energy agreements for
ASEAN

(bk) Thailand's Energy Ministry has submitted two
major regional agreements for Cabinet approval ahead
of the 43rd ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting
(AMEM) in Malaysia from October 14-17. Energy
Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon said the initiatives aim to
strengthen regional energy cooperation and security
among ASEAN member states.

The first proposal is an enhanced Memorandum of
Understanding on the ASEAN Power Grid, which seeks
to expand cross-border electricity connectivity through
joint policy development, clean energy promotion, and
coordinated infrastructure planning. It includes legal
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and technical studies as well as investment
frameworks to advance regional grid integration.

The second proposal is a draft ASEAN Framework
Agreement on Petroleum Security, establishing a
shared mechanism for member states to coordinate
petroleum supplies during shortages or energy crises.
The framework would also define short-, medium-, and
long-term measures to mitigate risks and ensure
supply stability. [The Nation]

Thailand: Central bank holds rate at
record low as World Bank and
government warn of stagnation

(bk/Im) The Bank of Thailand (BoT) has kept its policy
rate unchanged at 1.5 percent, the third-lowest
globally after Switzerland and Japan, amid collapsing
inflation, weakening exports, and slowing domestic
demand. The decision, taken by a 5-2 vote at the
Monetary Policy Committee meeting on October 8,
comes as both the World Bank and the Thai
government warn that the country’s economic model is
faltering and risks sliding into long-term stagnation.

The BoT has sharply revised its macroeconomic
forecasts, cutting its headline inflation projection for
2025 to 0.0 percent from 0.5 percent and lowering its
GDP growth forecast to 2.2 percent in 2025 and 1.6
percent in 2026. The Bank attributed the collapse in
prices to falling oil and food costs and insisted Thailand
is not entering deflation, arguing that the decline
remains confined to energy and fresh produce.
However, the contraction in exports, weak private
consumption, and low credit growth underscore deep
structural weaknesses in the economy.

Exports are expected to rise only briefly in 2025 before
contracting again in 2026 due to sluggish global trade
and U.S. tariffs on Thai goods, particularly
semiconductors and pharmaceuticals. The baht's
appreciation has further hurt competitiveness, while
household debt exceeding 80 percent of GDP
continues to restrict spending. The BoT acknowledged
mounting stress among small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) and indebted households as banks
tighten lending and loan quality deteriorates. Two
committee members voted for a rate cut to 1.25
percent to support domestic liquidity. [Thai Enquirer]
[Bangkok Post 1]

The deteriorating outlook aligns with the World Bank’s
assessment that Thailand's “old growth model has
stopped working.” At a recent policy forum in Bangkok,
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the Bank projected growth of only around two percent,
warning that the country risks another “lost decade”
unless it undertakes comprehensive reform. The World
Bank identified five potential new growth engines —
digital services, advanced and green manufacturing,
agribusiness, sustainable and wellness tourism, and
the creative economy — but stressed that these
sectors can only thrive if Thailand deregulates its
services sector, boosts research and innovation
spending, and improves education and digital skills.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has described the
widening economic gap with Vietnam as his
“nightmare,” admitting that Thailand has lost its
regional leadership. He pledged to overhaul the
economy by expanding domestic investment, raising
the civil-service retirement age beyond 60 to address
labor shortages, and accelerating environmental
legislation such as the Clean Air Act and Climate
Change Act to meet the 2050 net-zero target ahead of
schedule. Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas
echoed these concerns, warning that without rapid
fiscal action, growth could fall further below two
percent. He pointed to the collapse of investment from
40 percent of GDP before the 1997 crisis to around 23
percent today, alongside rising household and public
debt. [Bangkok Post 3]

To counter the slowdown, the government has
launched a 10-billion-baht (USD 270 million)
Competitiveness Enhancement Fund to retrain 100,000
workers in high-tech industries such as data centers,
artificial intelligence, semiconductors, and bio-circular-
green manufacturing. Tax and liquidity support for
SMEs is also being expanded under the “Big Brother
Helping Little Brother” initiative, encouraging large
companies to purchase from smaller suppliers.
[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Government launches tourism
and co-payment stimulus to boost
economy and domestic spending

(Im) Thailand’s government will launch a combined
tourism and consumer-spending stimulus on October
29, seeking to inject more than THB 111 billion (USD
3.1 billion) into the economy by year’'s end and raise
gross domestic product (GDP) by up to 0.4 percentage
points in the final quarter. Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas confirmed that the programs, forming
part of the government's “Quick Big Win" recovery plan,
will be submitted to the cabinet on October 21 and
implemented through December 31.
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The tourism initiative aims to revive domestic travel,
support regional economies, and strengthen the
hospitality sector. It offers corporate tax exemptions
for government agencies and state enterprises that
organize staff seminars in designated secondary
provinces, personal income tax deductions for
individuals who purchase domestic tour packages or
stay in registered hotels between October 29 and
December 31, and tax incentives for hotels investing in
property renovation and energy-efficient upgrades.
The Finance Ministry expects these measures to
stimulate employment and improve liquidity across the
tourism supply chain while supporting sustainable
business practices.

The “Khon La Khrueng Plus” co-payment scheme,
budgeted at THB 44 billion (USD 1.23 billion), provides
registered taxpayers with THB 2,400 (USD 67) and
others with THB 2,000 (USD 56) in subsidies, covering
half of daily purchases up to THB 200 (USD 5.6) per
transaction. The government expects the program to
generate THB 88 billion (USD 2.46 billion) in spending.
A separate allocation of THB 23 billion (USD 642
million) will top up welfare cards, giving 13.4 million
low-income citizens an additional THB 1,700 (USD 47)
each to ease cost-of-living pressures and expand
household purchasing power.

Ekniti described Thailand's fiscal position as fragile,
noting that public debt stands at about 65 percent of
GDP, close to the statutory ceiling of 70 percent. He
acknowledged that recent credit rating downgrades
and weak private consumption highlight the need for
structural reforms. The Finance Ministry's next phase
will focus on consolidating tax incentives, modernizing
digital revenue collection, and steering investment
toward high-value sectors such as electric vehicles,
advanced manufacturing, and digital technology to
strengthen long-term fiscal stability and reduce
reliance on short-term stimulus spending. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Fiscal tightening and borrowing
limits set as public debt nears 65 percent
of GDP

(Im) Thailand’s Finance Ministry is moving to tighten
fiscal management as the country’s public debt
approaches 65 percent of GDP, unveiling parallel plans
to curb borrowing and reform tax policy to restore
confidence among international credit rating agencies.

For fiscal year 2026, the government has set new
borrowing at THB 1.2 trillion (USD 34.8 billion), slightly
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below the THB 1.22 trillion (USD 35.4 billion) approved
for 2025, as part of efforts to control costs and
maintain fiscal stability. In total, the government will
refinance or roll over THB 1.88 trillion (USD 54.6 billion)
in existing obligations and plans to repay THB 503
billion (USD 14.6 billion) in principal and interest. As of
August 2025, public debt stood at THB 12.16 trillion
(USD 353 billion), equivalent to 64.6 percent of GDP,
close to the 70 percent ceiling introduced after the
pandemic-era borrowing surge. [Bangkok Post 1]

Amid these fiscal constraints, the Finance Ministry is
preparing a review of tax deductions and exemptions
to address revenue losses and rising debt pressures.
Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the
overhaul will be incorporated into a new Medium-Term
Fiscal Framework (MTFF) to be released in November,
focusing on revenue enhancement and fiscal
credibility.

The ministry aims to set an annual ceiling for total
allowable tax deductions, consolidate overlapping tax
incentives, and reassess long-standing exemptions
that no longer serve clear public purposes. A transition
to digital tax filing, expected to become increasingly
mandatory, will also be promoted to improve
compliance and transparency.

Among the proposed structural reforms is the creation
of a unified Individual Savings Account (ISA)—replacing
existing schemes such as long-term equity funds
(LTFs), retirement mutual funds (RMFs), and ESG funds
—to simplify the tax system and better align incentives
with long-term savings behavior.

The fiscal tightening comes amid warnings from
Moody's and Fitch, which have both downgraded
Thailand's sovereign credit outlook from stable to
negative, citing weak growth, low productivity, and
ongoing political uncertainty. Ekniti said the
government's strategy aims to rebalance spending
toward investment and innovation, including data
centers, artificial intelligence, and digital technology,
while limiting routine expenditures to prevent a further
deterioration in fiscal discipline. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government pledges urgent
action to resolve universal healthcare
debt crisis amid calls for reform

(msz) Thailand's Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
has ordered immediate steps to resolve the escalating
hospital debt crisis under the country's state-funded
universal healthcare system, known domestically as
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the “Gold Card” scheme, which provides free medical
treatment to most citizens. The National Health
Security Office (NHSO) has accumulated unpaid
obligations to hospitals across the country, forcing
several facilities to delay payments, borrow from
banks, or reduce services.

The crisis intensified after a major Bangkok hospital
suspended outpatient care for Gold Card patients,
citing overdue payments exceeding THB 110 million
(USD 3.4 million). The NHSO disputed the total,
admitting to only THB 37 million (USD 1.1 million) in
verified debt pending financial clearance. It said that
replacement hospitals would be assigned to handle
the facility’s 47,000 registered patients to maintain
service continuity.

The unpaid bills have undermined hospital liquidity,
causing delays in salary payments, drug procurement,
and equipment maintenance. Several hospitals have
warned that continued arrears could force them to cut
medical services or limit patient admissions.

To contain the crisis, the government is assessing
whether to use central budget funds to clear
outstanding NHSO debts. The Budget Bureau is
reviewing the proposal, while some senators have
demanded that the NHSO immediately deploy THB 8
billion (USD 244 million) already approved from the
central fund to stabilize the system.

Senior health officials have called for systemic reform
of the NHSO and introduction of co-payments for
certain treatments to reduce financial strain. They
argue that Thailand's fiscal capacity cannot sustain
unlimited free healthcare and that current laws
banning co-payment make the scheme structurally
unviable.

Experts also point to policy distortions, including
slogans such as “30 baht treats all diseases”, which have
created unrealistic expectations and overcrowded
hospitals. They propose reinstating the referral-based
entry system, requiring patients to visit local health
centers before major hospitals, and enforcing clear
cost disclosures for services not covered by the
scheme.

The Public Health Ministry has approved THB 4 billion
(USD 116 million) in short-term relief funding for
hospitals most affected by NHSO arrears. Broader
fiscal and administrative reforms are under
preparation to prevent a collapse of the healthcare
payment system. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Opposition presses for flood
policy overhaul as inundation persists
across 15 provinces

(Im/bk) Severe flooding continues to affect 15
provinces across Thailand, with the Central Plain
remaining the hardest hit after weeks of heavy
monsoon rains and river overflow, according to an
October 14 update from the Department of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation. While water levels have
begun to stabilize or recede in some areas, extensive
inundation persists, particularly in Ayutthaya province,
where more than 50,000 households remain affected.

Eight provinces on the Central Plain—Uthai Thani, Chai
Nat, Sing Buri, Ang Thong, Suphan Buri, Ayutthaya,
Pathum Thani, and Nakhon Pathom—continue to
report flooding along the Chao Phraya and Tha Chin
Rivers, both of which have overflowed into
surrounding districts. Flooding also continues in
Phitsanulok, Sukhothai, Phichit, and Nakhon Sawan in
the North; Ubon Ratchathani and Udon Thani in the
Northeast; and Chachoengsao in the East, where water
levels are beginning to drop. Disaster response teams
are maintaining operations as downstream areas are
expected to remain waterlogged for several more days.
[Bangkok Post]

Amid the prolonged flooding, the main opposition
People’s Party has demanded a major policy shiftin
flood management, arguing that the government's
“channel-before-field” drainage strategy has worsened
rural flooding. The policy prioritizes discharging excess
water through canals before diverting it into
floodplains, a practice critics say prolongs inundation
in low-lying agricultural areas and riverside
communities.

The opposition has proposed several reforms,
including reducing water released from the Chao
Phraya Dam by diverting it upstream, providing
monthly compensation to affected residents during
the floods rather than afterward, and establishing a
dedicated public fund to finance house-raising and
long-term adaptation projects. They argued that the
current fixed compensation rate of THB 9,000 (USD
277) is inadequate given the scale and duration of
damage.

Opposition lawmakers also called for accelerated
upstream water diversion projects, such as the
Chainat-Pa Sak diversion, to relieve pressure on the
Central Plain. They urged the creation of multi-purpose
community centers for flood response and local use,
and announced plans to amend the Water Resources
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Act to enable sustained investment in flood resilience.
[Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Southern infrastructure push
faces local backlash over Land Bridge
megaproject

(Im) The Thai government'’s accelerated infrastructure
drive in the South — aimed at stimulating economic
growth and expanding logistics under the Southern
Economic Corridor (SEC) — has met with growing
resistance from affected communities, particularly in
Chumphon province, where residents fear
displacement and environmental harm from the
planned Chumphon-Ranong Land Bridge megaproject.

The Land Bridge, a key component of the SEC linking
the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea, would
involve the construction of industrial zones, transport
routes, and deep-sea ports across more than 18,000
rai (about 2,880 hectares) in Chumphon and Ranong.
At a recent public forum in Phato district, around 200
villagers voiced opposition to the project, warning that
it would destroy farmland, forests, and waterways
while offering little benefit to local communities.
Representatives of the Rak Phato Network said that 97
percent of Phato's residents depend on agriculture
valued at over THB 8 billion (USD 232 million) annually,
yet only a quarter of the farmland has formal land
titles — leaving villagers at risk of expropriation
without adequate compensation. Critics further argue
that draft SEC legislation grants broad privileges to
foreign investors and permits unrestricted foreign
labor, threatening community rights and
environmental protections. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, the government has directed the
Department of Rural Roads (DRR) to accelerate the use
of its THB 53 billion (USD 1.45 billion) budget for fiscal
year 2026, prioritizing two major bridge projects
intended to strengthen southern connectivity.
Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn said the
ministry aims to disburse at least half of its budget
within the next four months, focusing on infrastructure
that supports agricultural trade and regional transport.

Two projects — the Songkhla Lake Bridge linking
Songkhla's Krasae Sin district with Phatthalung's Khao
Chaison district, and the Koh Lanta Bridge in Krabi
province — have been fast-tracked with a combined
value of THB 6.5 billion (USD 178 million). The projects
will be financed through a 70:30 split between World
Bank loans and state funds, with contracts expected to
be finalized by the end of 2025 following approval from
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the World Bank and the Public Debt Management
Office. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Renewed violence in the Deep
South prompts government visit and
revived peace talks

(Im) A surge in coordinated attacks across Yala, Pattani,
and Narathiwat has reignited security concerns in
Thailand's southern border provinces, prompting
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to tighten control
measures and personally visit the region to reaffirm
the government’'s commitment to restoring peace.

The latest wave of violence began on October 5, when
armed men robbed a gold shop in Narathiwat's Sungai
Kolok district, escaping with THB 35.6 million (USD 1.03
million) in jewelry [see AiR No. 40, October/2025, 1].
This was followed by bombings in Pattani and Yala that
appeared designed to disrupt public life and strain
local confidence in state authority. Authorities believe
the incidents were linked to separatist networks
seeking to finance or demonstrate continued
operational capacity. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post
2] [Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

In response, Anutin traveled to Pattani, Yala, and
Narathiwat on October 12, his first visit to the Deep
South since taking office, where he chaired a high-level
meeting outlining the 2026 operational plan for peace
and security. He emphasized the need for real-time
intelligence sharing, fair but firm law enforcement, and
closer cross-border cooperation to prevent suspects
from fleeing into neighboring countries.

The visit also coincided with the appointment of Gen
Somsak Rungsita as the new head of the government's
southern peace dialogue panel, marking a renewed
effort to resume long-stalled talks with insurgent
groups such as the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN).
The post had been vacant for more than a year.

Gen Somsak said the government was ready to engage
all factions, provided that negotiations take place with
authentic representatives who hold real authority. The
peace dialogue structure will mirror past frameworks
but feature stronger coordination between the Internal
Security Operations Command (ISOC) Region 4, the
Southern Border Provinces Administrative Centre
(SBPAC), and other agencies. He also reaffirmed
Malaysia's role as facilitator, while signaling Thailand's
intent to play a more proactive role in managing the
talks. [Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post 6]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ikj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ikt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ikd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ikh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-ikk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-iku/

Thailand: Air Force defends anti-drone
procurement and unveils modernization
drive

(Im/msz) Thailand’s Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) has
defended its purchase of 13 anti-drone systems worth
THB 997.93 million (USD 27.4 million), calling it a
necessary response to increased unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) activity near the Thai-Cambodian border.
The government approved the acquisition under a
special emergency budget and exempted it from the
2017 Public Procurement and Supplies Administration
Act to accelerate delivery.

The RTAF said multiple defense suppliers were
evaluated before selecting Aviation Industry Co. Ltd., a
state-affiliated Thai aerospace contractor, to supply
the systems. Testing was overseen by an interagency
working group on Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) and
Counter-UAS (CUAS). The systems form part of a
broader modernization effort to strengthen Thailand'’s
defense posture against drone incursions and hybrid
security threats in its border regions. [Bangkok Post 1]

In a related development, new Air Force Commander
Air Chief Marshal Sakesan Kantha outlined an
ambitious modernization and inclusion agenda during
his first policy address at the Navaminda
Kasatriyadhiraj Royal Thai Air Force Academy. The 2026
strategic blueprint emphasizes professional reform,
transparency, and advanced technological capacity,
alongside a landmark initiative to train and deploy
qualified female fighter pilots — a first in the service's
history.

ACM Sakesan also underscored the growing
operational importance of unmanned aerial systems
and artificial intelligence in modern warfare but
cautioned against overreliance on automation,
emphasizing the continued primacy of human
decision-making in combat environments. In response
to heightened tensions along the Thai-Cambodian
frontier, he ordered a comprehensive review of the
RTAF's defense white paper to integrate lessons from
recent cross-border incidents and accelerate the
deployment of upgraded anti-drone and air-defense
capabilities. [Bangkok Post 2]

Timor-Leste: World Food Progamme
supports new nutrition and social
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protection programs amid persistent food
insecurity

(ms) Timor-Leste is expanding efforts to address
persistent malnutrition and food insecurity through
new government-UN partnerships, according to the
latest World Food Programme (WFP) Country Brief for
August-September 2025. Despite progress in poverty
reduction, the country continues to face one of the
world's highest stunting rates, with 47 percent of
children under five affected, and 27 percent of
households remaining food insecure.

A key development was the signing of a USD 4.8
million, three-year agreement between the Ministry of
Social Solidarity and Inclusion (MSSI) and WFP to pilot a
nutrition-sensitive social protection programme. The
initiative will target vulnerable families in Covalima,
Ermera, and Oecusse, focusing on the “first 1,000 days”
from pregnancy to age three — a period critical for
preventing stunting. The programme, supported by the
Ministry of Health, the National Statistics Institute, and
the Asian Development Bank (ADB), will run through
2028 and aims to strengthen evidence-based
approaches to maternal and child nutrition.

The period also saw the launch of the HAFOUN Report,
a government-WFP study assessing the economic
returns of investing in nutrition. The report found that
each dollar invested in anti-hunger and nutrition
programs could generate USD 3.5 in social and
economic benefits, providing a framework for
prioritizing interventions in agriculture, health, and
social protection.

WEFP continued supporting the national school feeding
programme and rice fortification initiatives, including
the installation of a new fortified rice blending facility
in Manufahi under the “SN5S” project, funded by the
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA). In
parallel, a new EUR 10 million programme funded by
the European Union, and implemented jointly with
UNICEF and the International Labour Organization
(ILO), was launched to strengthen inclusive school
meals and social protection coverage.

In the area of resilience and preparedness, WFP
updated the Timor-Leste Logistics Capacity
Assessment, improving coordination frameworks for
future emergencies.

These activities form part of WFP's Country Strategic
Plan (2023-2025), which supports Timor-Leste's long-
term goal of achieving Zero Hunger (SDG 2) through
integrated actions in nutrition, education, and social
protection. [World Food Programme]
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Timor-Leste: New digital platform
strengthens efforts against human
trafficking

(ms) The Government of Timor-Leste, through the
Ministry of Justice, has launched the official website of
the Commission for the Fight Against Human
Trafficking (KLATU) — https://klatu.mj.gov.tl — aimed
at reinforcing prevention, protection, and coordination
among national and international partners.

The new digital platform provides victims' support
resources, relevant legislation, awareness materials,
and a confidential reporting system. It serves as a
central hub to enhance cooperation between public
institutions, civil society, and international
organizations.

The system will also facilitate data sharing and case
tracking among institutions, improving coordination in
identifying and assisting victims. Officials plan to make
the website available in Tetum, Portuguese, and
Indonesian, and to integrate a 24-hour hotline for
reporting abuse.

The launch event gathered senior government officials,
diplomatic representatives from the United States,
Australia, and Indonesia, and members of the
International Organization for Migration (IOM),
highlighting Timor-Leste's growing engagement in
global anti-trafficking efforts. [Government of Timor-
Leste]

Timor-Leste: Government advances USD
40 million Tasi Mane energy
infrastructure project

(ms) Timor-Leste is advancing the USD 40 million Tasi
Mane energy infrastructure project, a cornerstone of
its long-term strategy to develop the domestic oil and
gas industry, which could generate up to USD 52 billion
in returns by 2056, according to government estimates
cited by Lusa.

Minister of Petroleum and Minerals Francisco da Costa
Monteiro told a national seminar that feasibility
studies have confirmed the viability of building a
liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant and refinery along the
southern coast. Public consultations are underway to
inform local communities about the project’s benefits
and environmental impacts.
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Preliminary works have begun in Suai, Betano, and
Beaco, with additional studies ongoing in Natarbora.
The project’s future largely depends on whether Timor-
Leste secures a pipeline connection from the Greater
Sunrise gas field, located about 150 kilometres
offshore.

A conceptual study by Wood Group confirmed that
processing gas in Timor-Leste is technically feasible,
though a final investment decision has not yet been
made. Officials argue that routing gas to the southern
coast would create jobs, industrial capacity, and
investment opportunities, even if it yields a lower
revenue share than processing in Australia’s Darwin.
[Macao News]

Timor-Leste Government Expands
Infrastructure Drive in Atauro, Viqueque
and Baucau

(ms) The Government of Timor-Leste has stepped up
its nationwide infrastructure push, launching new road
and bridge projects while improving housing and
public services in remote communities.

On October 11, Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana
Gusmado, accompanied by Public Works Minister
Samuel Marcal, laid the foundation stone for the Beloi-
Vila Maumeta urban road rehabilitation in Atauro. The
USD 3.25 million project, scheduled for completion
within a year, aims to enhance connectivity, boost
tourism, and facilitate access to essential services.
Gusmao urged the Timorese contractor and local
residents to work collaboratively, stressing that
national development “depends on everyone's
commitment.”

During the ceremony, the Lisan Loropui community
handed over land for a solar photovoltaic plant and
battery storage system designed to cut diesel use on
the island. The Prime Minister and Minister of State
Administration Tomas do Rosario Cabral also
inaugurated two teacher residences under the
Municipal Integrated Development Program (PDIM) to
improve living conditions for educators in isolated
areas.

Earlier this month, Gusmao launched similar projects
in Viqueque and Baucau, including the rehabilitation of
the 14-kilometer Luca-Dilor road and construction of
the Welolo Bridge, with a combined investment of USD
11 million. In Baucau’s Baguia subdistrict, he
inaugurated the Buibela-Lena Chapel, underscoring
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the Church’s historic role in national unity and urging
youth to uphold civic values.

Together, the initiatives reflect the government’s
commitment to inclusive, sustainable development
and stronger public infrastructure across Timor-Leste.
[Government of Timor-Leste 1] [Government of Timor-
Leste 2]

Timor-Leste: Authorities revoke gambling
licenses amid organized crime concerns

(ms) Timor-Leste's government has taken steps to
review licenses and tighten oversight after reports that
organized crime groups may be attempting to
establish cyber-scam operations in the country's
Oecusse-Ambeno Special Administrative Region
(RAEOA).

The move follows public allegations made on
September 21 by Agio Pereira, Minister of the
Presidency of the Council of Ministers, who warned
that transnational criminal syndicates from Cambodia,
Malaysia, Macau, and Hong Kong had brought about
USD 45 million into the country to influence regulatory
decisions and obtain gambling and technology
licenses. Pereira did not publish supporting evidence
but said the funds were intended to secure “fraudulent
licenses” for online gambling and cyber-scam centers.

His statement came shortly after a UN Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) report described how networks
linked to Chinese triad groups and regional
cybercriminals may have targeted RAEOA through
criminal foreign direct investment (FDI). The report
cited an August 25 raid on a suspected scam center in
Oecusse where 30 foreign nationals were detained,
and outlined patterns resembling early stages of scam-
center infiltration seen in Cambodia, Laos, and the
Philippines.

In response, the Council of Ministers approved a draft
resolution on October 1 canceling all existing licenses
for online gambling and betting operations, and
banning the issuance of new ones. The government
has not yet announced whether a broader
investigation into alleged corruption will follow.

President José Ramos-Horta acknowledged that Timor-
Leste’s limited regulatory capacity makes it vulnerable
to foreign criminal networks but said authorities were
working with the Australian Federal Police and
Indonesian law enforcement to strengthen defenses.
“Timor-Leste, being a fragile country, is very attractive
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to organized crime from Asia,” he said, expressing
confidence in the government'’s ability to respond.

Analysts note that cyber-enabled crime and fraudulent
investment have become major challenges across
Southeast Asia. UNODC officials warn that Timor-
Leste’s efforts to attract investment through its special
economic zones could also create regulatory gaps if
oversight mechanisms are not reinforced.

As Timor-Leste prepares to become ASEAN's eleventh
member later this month, the case highlights the risks
facing smaller states seeking rapid development while
maintaining institutional integrity and public trust. [The
Diplomat] [UNODC]

Vietnam: National Assembly Standing
Committee opens 50th session to prepare
for upcoming 10th sitting

(hn/ms) The National Assembly (NA) Standing
Committee opened its 50th session on October 8 in
Hanoi, marking the final preparatory meeting ahead of
the 10th sitting of the 15th National Assembly later this
month. Presided over by NA Chairman Tran Thanh
Man, the six-day session carries a heavy agenda—37
major items, including 22 draft laws and resolutions—
focusing on legislative, economic, and oversight
priorities.

Among the headline debates are revisions to the Laws
on Technology Transfer, Tax Administration, and
Prices, each tied to broader modernization and anti-
corruption efforts. The amended Law on Technology
Transfer, presented by Minister of Science and
Technology Nguyen Manh Hung, seeks to
institutionalize recent Party resolutions promoting
digital transformation, green technology, and
innovation diffusion from foreign to domestic
enterprises. Legislators called for clearer valuation
standards and stronger incentives to connect startups
with research and development networks, while NA
leaders pressed for transparency through public
technology exchange platforms and innovation funds.

In fiscal reform, the draft Law on Tax Administration
outlines an ambitious digital transformation agenda
for the tax system. It would eliminate 96 administrative
procedures—roughly 44 percent of the current total—
and phase out lump-sum taxation for household
businesses by 2026, transitioning them to enterprise
models. The draft introduces a framework for Al and
big data use in tax risk management, and promotes full
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interconnectivity with national databases to cut
compliance costs.

Lawmakers also debated amendments to the Law on
Prices, aimed at strengthening state oversight,
improving consumer protection, and aligning price
administration with Vietnam'’s two-tier local
government structure. The revised framework would
clarify inspection responsibilities, enhance
transparency, and simplify administrative procedures
without compromising market discipline.

Other agenda items include review of socio-economic
and budget performance reports, adjustments to the
2021-2030 national master plan, and discussion of the
National Target Program for Education Modernization
(2026-2035). The committee will also address issues in
defense industry development, environmental tax
rates, and public investment allocation.

The 50th session is widely viewed as the legislative
bridge between Party policy direction and the
upcoming full National Assembly sitting—testing the
balance between Vietnam's fast-paced modernization
drive and its push for stronger governance discipline.
[Vietnam] [Vietnam Law Magazine] [Vietnam News 1]
[Vietnam News 2] [Vietnamplus]

Vietnam: 13th Party Central Committee
plenum finalizes Congress documents,
tackles personnel reshuffle and
accountability

(ms) The 13th plenum of the 13th Party Central
Committee concluded in Hanoi on October 8, marking
one of the last major internal meetings before the 14th
National Party Congress. Over three days, the meeting
focused on finalizing political documents, reviewing
socio-economic priorities for 2025 and beyond, and
resolving key personnel and disciplinary issues.

Preparing groundwork for the 14th National Party
Congress

The most significant outcome of the plenum was the
approval of the draft Political Report and a set of
companion documents that will shape the agenda of
the upcoming 14th National Party Congress. These
include a comprehensive review of 40 years of Doi Moi
(Renewal), a 15-year assessment of the Party Charter’s
implementation, and a new action-oriented framework
to guide the execution of the next Congress's
resolutions. Together, these texts form the strategic
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foundation for Vietnam'’s political and economic
direction over the next decade.

The draft Political Report outlines Vietnam'’s vision
through 2035, charting a course toward becoming a
modern, upper-middle-income country with an
innovation-driven and self-reliant economy. It
consolidates the Party’s major policy lines from recent
years, emphasizing institutional reform, governance
modernization, and strategic autonomy in a more
complex global environment. The report also identifies
four priority transformations — digital, green, energy,
and structural — as essential pillars for sustainable
growth and resilience.

The report on 40 years of Doi Moi takes stock of
Vietnam's reform journey since 1986, highlighting
major achievements in poverty reduction, export-led
industrialization, and international integration. At the
same time, it acknowledges enduring challenges such
as low productivity, regional disparities, weak
innovation capacity, and continued dependence on
foreign investment. The document's findings are
expected to guide the next phase of reform, focused
on technological upgrading, domestic enterprise
development, and quality-based growth rather than
scale alone.

The 15-year review of the Party Charter evaluates the
effectiveness of internal Party rules and leadership
structures since the Charter’s last revision in 2011.
Discussions centered on tightening accountability
mechanisms, clarifying the authority of Party
inspection and supervision bodies, and aligning
internal regulations with Vietnam'’s evolving two-tier
administrative model. These debates reflect a broader
effort to streamline the Party’s internal governance
and enhance the consistency between Party and State
functions.

A notable procedural innovation is the introduction of
a Party Action Programme — a unified document
designed to translate the 14th Congress's resolutions
into specific, measurable objectives with clear
timelines and oversight. This marks a shift from
previous Congresses, where follow-up implementation
often relied on fragmented guidance issued after the
fact.

The plenum also reviewed draft working and electoral
regulations for the 14th Congress, which aim to tighten
procedural discipline, enhance transparency, and
define clearer criteria for leadership selection.
Members emphasized that the process should ensure
both continuity and renewal in the Party’s leadership,



while shortening the Congress's duration and
improving the clarity of its policy outcomes.

Personnel nominations and internal discipline

The plenum completed the first round of nominations
for members of the next Party Central Committee and
its Inspection Commission, which oversees internal
discipline. It also reviewed key personnel
recommendations for senior positions in the National
Assembly and the Government — including proposed
candidates for the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, and Minister of Home Affairs — ahead
of the National Assembly’s 10th session later this
month.

The most high-profile disciplinary decision was the
removal of Do Trong Hung, a member of the Central
Committee, from all Party positions. Hung, formerly
Secretary of Thanh Hoa Province and Deputy Head of
the Party Central Organization Commission, was
accused of violating regulations on anti-corruption,
wastefulness, and the conduct of Party members, and
of failing to set an example in his official duties. Party
sources cited serious “loss of public trust” and “severe
consequences” of his actions, though no criminal
proceedings have been announced. His case
underscores the Party’s ongoing use of internal
discipline to enforce accountability among senior
officials, an approach that has intensified under the
anti-corruption campaign known as “blazing furnace.”

The plenum also approved the resignation of Le Quang
Huy, Chair of the National Assembly’'s Committee on
Science, Technology, and Environment, and elected
four new members to the Inspection Commission,
ensuring continuity in internal oversight as leadership
transitions approach.

Economic strategy for 2025-2030

The Central Committee adopted a conclusion on the
2025 socio-economic development plan, reaffirming
the goal of meeting outstanding targets of the 2021-
2025 period and laying the foundation for the next
five-year plan (2026-2030). Discussion centered on
macroeconomic stability, public debt management,
and growth quality amid slowing global trade and
climate-related pressures.

Delegates called for a stronger focus on land-use
reform, investment transparency, and energy
diversification, citing persistent inefficiencies in public
investment and industrial planning. The Politburo was
tasked with refining the economic framework and



instructing the Government to submit a finalized plan
to the National Assembly’s 10th session.

The meeting also examined budget plans for 2026-
2028, calling for stricter fiscal discipline and an
updated framework for public-private partnerships
(PPP), particularly in energy and infrastructure.
Members emphasized the need to stabilize the real
estate and corporate bond markets, which have
experienced volatility since 2023.

Institutional reform and implementation mechanisms

Beyond planning, the plenum discussed how to ensure
that Party resolutions translate into measurable
results. Delegates approved a mechanism for regular
evaluation, monitoring, and public disclosure of policy
implementation — including the responsibility of
individual leaders. These mechanisms aim to reduce
bureaucratic inertia and ensure that new policies on
digital transformation, environmental governance, and
regional development are actually implemented at the
provincial level.

General Secretary To Lam called for removing
“institutional bottlenecks” in sectors such as land
management, investment licensing, energy, and
construction, which have been repeatedly cited by
both domestic and foreign businesses as barriers to
efficiency. The plenum reaffirmed the principle that
“discipline comes first, resources follow, and results
are the measure,” while stressing that citizen welfare,
service quality, and trust should be the primary
indicators of policy success — a rare public
acknowledgment of implementation gaps. [OANA]
[Vietham News] [Vietnam News 2] [Voice of Vietnam]

Vietnam: Ha Noi launches innovative
public service models to boost
accessibility and efficiency

(hn) Ha Noi's Public Administration Service Center is
introducing four new service models to make public
services more accessible, particularly for vulnerable
groups such as the elderly, people with disabilities, and
workers.

These include electronic kiosks in busy urban areas
and supermarkets, where citizens can complete
administrative procedures, access free wifi, print
documents, make online payments, and receive Al-
assisted guidance. Mobile public service offices,
converted from buses or electric vehicles and
equipped with computers, printers, scanners, and
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internet, will serve suburban areas, industrial zones,
and communities with high numbers of vulnerable
citizens, offering services such as e-ID accounts, online
applications, and document digitization. Public
administration collaborators, including students, youth
union members, retired officials, and social
organization members, will assist citizens with
documents, online services, satisfaction surveys, and
policy awareness. Additional kiosks will be installed in
residential and community centers with staff support
and modern technology to improve efficiency, reduce
paperwork, and enhance transparency.

Overall, these initiatives aim to modernize
administrative services, improve digital literacy,
increase citizen satisfaction, and achieve a
breakthrough in administrative reform. [Viethamnews]

Vietham: Government steps up action to
curb speculation and expand affordable
housing supply

(hn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh chaired the
second meeting of the Central Steering Committee for
Housing Policy and Real Estate Market on October 11
in Ha N&i, directing stronger measures to curb
speculation and price manipulation in the real estate
sector while expanding the housing supply and
ensuring citizens' access to affordable homes. The
Prime Minister set a target of completing over 100,000
social housing units by the end of 2025, in line with the
Government's national housing development strategy.

He emphasized the need to diversify housing types
such as social, rental, affordable, and worker housing,
and to engage in all economic sectors in housing
development under market mechanisms for social
policy beneficiaries. Chinh noted that 132,616 social
housing units are currently under construction
nationwide, with 73 new projects launched in the past
nine months and most localities meeting or exceeding
their targets.

However, he also identified persistent challenges,
including outdated policies, slow project
implementation, lack of affordable housing, inflated
property prices in urban areas, and limited market
transparency. The Prime Minister warned against
speculative behavior and called for establishing
regulated real estate trading platforms to stabilize the
market.

He urged participants to propose concrete solutions to
boost social housing supply, reduce investment costs,
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improve credit policies, and prevent profiteering.
Stressing the urgency of housing development amid
administrative restructuring and relocation of workers,
the Prime Minister reaffirmed the Government's
commitment to creating a sustainable, transparent,
and affordable real estate market that meets the
needs of low- and middle-income citizens.
[Viethamnews] [Vnexpress]

Vietnam: An Giang province aims to
become a national marine economy hub
through sustainable aquaculture
development

(hn) An Giang Province is aiming to become a national
marine economy hub by developing sustainable
marine aquaculture.

With over 200 km of coastline, extensive fishing
grounds, more than 140 islands, and rich aquatic
resources, the province is well-positioned for marine
economic growth.

Challenges include small-scale operations, water
pollution, uncertain fry sources, dependence on
traders, and underdeveloped value chains, leading to
around 30 percent mortality rates.

The province has nearly 4,780 cages producing over
3,400 tons of high-value species and has piloted 18
models converting wooden to HDPE cages.

Measures such as licensing, identification codes, and
14 industrial marine farming projects aim to improve
traceability, technology adoption, and investment
conditions. The provincial plan targets 14,000 floating
cages producing 105,720 tons by 2030, including 6,600
high-tech cages, to support exports, tourism, and
domestic demand.

In addition to fish, the province plans to expand
industrial shrimp farming, eco-organic aquaculture,
and integrate aquaculture with tourism, processing,
and exports. Enhanced quarantine and disease
monitoring are being implemented. [Viethamnews]
[Viethamplus]

Vietnam: FTSE Russell upgrades country to
emerging market status, boosting
potential foreign investment
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(hn) FTSE Russell has upgraded Vietnam from frontier
to emerging market status, effective September 21,
2026, subject to an interim review in March 2026 to
assess market access for global brokers.

The move reflects Vietnam'’s recent reforms, including
removing full pre-funding requirements for foreign
equity transactions, aligning its market with
international standards, reducing risk, and boosting
investor confidence.

Vietnam's stock market, the best-performing in
Southeast Asia this year with a 33 percent gain, could
attract USD 3.5-USD 5 billion in foreign inflows
following the upgrade. [Chanelnewsasia]
[Vietnaminsider]

Vietnam'’s motorcycle market cools as
consumers shift toward electric models
and await new regulations

(ms) Vietnam’s motorcycle market — long one of the
largest in Southeast Asia — is showing signs of fatigue
as the industry enters a period of regulatory and
technological transition.

According to the Vietnam Association of Motorcycle
Manufacturers (VAMM), combined sales from its five
major members — Honda, Yamaha, Piaggio, Suzuki,
and SYM — fell 9.4% year-on-year to about 622,000
units between July and September 2025. Market leader
Honda, which holds roughly 80% share, saw sales drop
more than 11 percent in September alone.

Dealers cite growing consumer hesitation as buyers
weigh whether to purchase petrol bikes amid pending
EURO4 emission standards and Hanoi's plans to
restrict fossil-fuel motorcycles inside Ring Road 1 by
mid-2026. Further bans on petrol cars are expected to
follow by 2030.

Meanwhile, domestic and Chinese-backed brands such
as VinFast, Yadea, and Dat Bike are gaining ground
with electric two-wheelers, prompting legacy firms to
accelerate electrification strategies.

VAMM has urged the government to phase in
restrictions more gradually, warning that abrupt
measures could hurt low-income consumers and
disrupt production. Nearly 2,000 dealerships and 200
suppliers tied to combustion-engine models risk
revenue losses. The group also highlighted insufficient
charging infrastructure and fire-safety concerns in
older apartment buildings as major obstacles.
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Analysts expect sales to stabilize from late 2026 as
green-mobility incentives expand and consumer
confidence returns. Despite current headwinds,
Vietnam remains a key motorcycle market in ASEAN —
both for domestic demand and regional exports.
[Vietnam Investment Review]

Vietnam: Hanoi breaks ground on Japan-
funded metro line No. 2, a new symbol of
Vietham-Japan cooperation

(hn) Ha N&i has officially begun construction of Metro
Line No. 2 (Nam Thang Long-Tran Hung Dao), a project
worth over VND 35 trillion (USD 1.3 billion) funded by
the city's budget and Japanese ODA loans via JICA.

Spanning nearly 11km with 10 stations including
1.94km elevated and 9km underground, the line is
expected to start commercial operations in 2029,
becoming the third metro project in the capital after
Cét Linh-Ha Béng and Nhén-Ha Noi Station.

The Hoan Kiém underground station (C9) will connect
with public spaces around Hoan Kiém Lake, while the
Xuan Dinh Depot (11.3ha) will serve as Vietnam'’s first
transit-oriented development (TOD), integrating
transport, housing, and commerce.

Officials said the project aims to reduce congestion,
improve air quality, and support green, sustainable
urban growth. Japanese Ambassador Ito Naoki
emphasized its role as a symbol of Japan-Vietnam
cooperation and expressed interest in the future
extension to Ndi Bai International Airport.

By 2030, Ha Ndi plans to build 15 metro lines totaling
619km, forming a modern, eco-friendly urban
transport network. [Tuoitre] [Vienamnews]

Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City leverages GIS
technology for smart urban management
and cultural preservation

(hn) Ho Chi Minh City is accelerating the use of
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to enhance
smart urban management, improve public services,
and preserve cultural heritage. The HCMGIS Portal and
WebGlS-based platforms digitize land, infrastructure,
and cultural data, enabling data sharing across
departments and supporting governance, planning,
and innovation.
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GIS applications in the city include a shared digital map
service for residents and agencies, and a
comprehensive system for the National Historical and
Cultural Park, featuring 3D/360-degree modelling,
facility management, and digital tourism promotion.
These initiatives aim to boost smart urban
development and tourism.

Globally and within Vietnam, GIS is widely applied in
urban planning, infrastructure, public health, and
cultural preservation, with other provinces like Binh
Duong, Bac Ninh, Bong Nai, Vinh Long, and Ba Nang
also developing GIS-based platforms for various
sectors. [Viethamnews]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China pledges USD 110 million for global
women'’s empowerment at gender
equality summit

(dqgl) Chinese President Xi Jinping announced a USD
110 million commitment to global women'’s
empowerment as Beijing is hosted the Global Leaders'
Meeting on Women on October 13-14, marking the
30th anniversary of the 1995 Fourth World Conference
on Women and the adoption of the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action.

In his address, Xi called for an inclusive global
environment free of gender bias, pledging USD 10
million to UN Women over five years and USD 100
million through China’s Global Development and
South-South Cooperation Fund to support projects
benefiting women and girls. The initiatives include
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1,000 small-scale livelihood projects and training
programs for 50,000 women. [The State Council,_China]

Xi underscored that women'’s advancement remains a
global responsibility amid poverty, war, and inequality,
urging nations to combat violence and discrimination
against women and promote equal participation in
governance, technology, and innovation.

He also highlighted China's domestic achievements,
claiming that modernization efforts had lifted 690
million women out of poverty, cut maternal mortality
by 80 percent since 1995, and raised women'’s
participation in the workforce to over 40 percent.

The event also served as a platform for China to
project soft power and leadership in global gender
advocacy, reinforcing its image as a champion of
development and equality. However, persistent
criticism remains over gender inequality in China,
including the absence of women in top political bodies,
low female representation in the legislature, and
restrictions on women'’s rights activism. [SCMP] [The
Diplomat]

China’s development lending to Global
South turns negative

(dqgl) A recent study by Boston University's Global
Development Policy Center warns that developing
nations are now repaying more to China than they
receive in new financing—a reversal that could
heighten fiscal stress and curb investment in climate
initiatives. The report found that in 2022 and 2023,
developing countries paid back about USD 3.9 billion
more each year than they borrowed from China.
[Bosten University]

China’s policy banks—the China Development Bank
and the Export-Import Bank—have provided over USD
470 billion in development loans since 2008, funding
nearly a thousand projects that have supported
growth and infrastructure across the Global South. The
report cautions that the downturn in Chinese lending
threatens to slow these advances and calls for
renewed financial engagement.

It recommends several actions to revive China’s role in
development finance, including restructuring troubled
loans, issuing yuan-based bonds, expanding green
financing, encouraging joint investment, and
strengthening South-South trade. Such measures, the
authors argue, would not only bolster recovery and
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climate resilience in developing economies but also
help stimulate demand for Chinese exports.

Recent moves hint at Beijing's gradual re-engagement:
China has advanced tariff removal for African partners,
Afreximbank launched a yuan-denominated bond, and
Kenya has shifted several Chinese loans from dollars to
yuan to cut interest costs. [Reuters] [Business Insider
Africa]

China teams up with US and Thailand to
seize record meth haul near disputed
South China Sea reef

(dgl) China, in coordination with the United States and
Thailand, seized nearly five tonnes of
methamphetamine from the cargo vessel Ji Sheng near
Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea, state media
reported. The February 24 operation, acting on
intelligence from the US DEA and the Royal Thai Police,
also led to the arrest of seven suspects. This
represents the largest single maritime drug seizure in
the Asia-Pacific region in recent years.

The three countries’ law enforcement agencies have
since held meetings in Guangzhou to coordinate
further action against drug trafficking networks. The
operation demonstrates the effectiveness of
multilateral intelligence sharing and counters illicit
maritime activity, despite ongoing geopolitical tensions
in the region.

The case also reinforces China’s claims over the
disputed Scarborough Shoal (Huangyan Island), which
it controls but is claimed by the Philippines. [SCMP]

EU and Japan commit to concluding
Horizon Europe association negotiations
in 2025

(ay) The European Union (EU) and Japan have
reaffirmed their commitment to deepen cooperation in
research and innovation, agreeing to conclude
negotiations on Japan'’s association to the Horizon
Europe program by the end of 2025.

The EU will allow Japanese researchers and
organizations to participate in the program on an
equal footing with their EU counterparts, focusing on
areas such as climate, energy, mobility, and digital
technologies.
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The agreement is expected to foster breakthroughs in
science and technology and strengthen the strategic
partnership between the two sides. [European
Commission]

Mongolia to chair Central Asia Regional
Economic Cooperation in 2026

(fs) As it prepares to assume the chairmanship of the
Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC)
Program in 2026, Mongolia's Ministry of Economy and
Development held talks with Head of the CAREC
Program at the Asian Development Bank (ADB) Lyaziza
Sabirowa and other officials.

The meeting focused on setting the program'’s
priorities, new initiatives, and implementation areas
for 2026. Discussions included Mongolia's participation
in the Central Asia Trade and Investment Cooperation
Agreement, the development of regional value chains
for critical minerals, a CAREC regional capital market,
and integration into a digital trade corridor.

Mongolia also expressed interest in advancing water-
energy connectivity and further integration into the
Asian Highway Corridor I, which is an over 13,000-
kilometer road connecting Denpasar, Indonesia, to
Khosravi, Iran, passing through ten countries—
Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Myanmar,
India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and Iran).
[Montsame]

The Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation
(CAREC) Program is a partnership of 11 countries and 6
multilateral institutions, supported by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), that aims to foster economic
growth and reduce poverty through regional
cooperation.

Mongolia, FAO reaffirm cooperation

(fs) State Secretary of the Ministry of Food, Agriculture
and Light Industry of Mongolia Jambaltseren Tumur-
Uya met with FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu in
Rome on the sidelines of the first FAO Global Exhibition
From Seeds to Foods.

Dongyu highlighted opportunities to enhance
cooperation in rangeland management, livestock
development, and sustainable agrifood systems, and
praised Mongolia's leadership in the upcoming 2026
International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists.
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Tumur-Uya reaffirmed Mongolia's commitment to
cooperate in food security, green development, and
agricultural sustainability. [FAO] [Montsame]

Mongolia, International Union for
Conservation of Nature sign cooperation
agreement

(fs) On October 12, during the IUCN World
Conservation Congress 2025, the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and Mongolia’s
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to strengthen
cooperation in biodiversity conservation, rangeland
restoration, and sustainable land management.

Signed by IUCN Director General Grethel Aguilar and
Mongolian Minister Batbaatar Bat, the agreement aims
to bolster Mongolia's leadership in conservation ahead
of its presidency of the 17th UN Convention to Combat
Desertification Conference in 2026.

The MoU outlines collaboration on restoration
mapping, capacity-building, and advocacy for
integrated land, biodiversity, and climate approaches.
It also seeks to align IUCN's scientific expertise and
global tools with Mongolia’s environmental priorities.

Aguilar commended Mongolia’s global leadership in
sustainable dryland management, while Bat
highlighted the agreement’s importance for advancing
rangeland protection and community livelihoods.
[IUCN]

South Korea seeks EU concessions as steel
export pressure mounts

(mo) South Korea's steel industry is facing new
challenges after the European Union (EU) announced
plans to halve its tariff-free steel import quota,
compounding strains from recent U.S. trade
restrictions. In response, Seoul is preparing to
negotiate with Brussels while rolling out a USD 281
million support program to help exporters weather the
tightening trade environment.

During an inspection of Incheon Port on October 9,
Industry Vice Minister Moon Shin-hak said the
government will launch the new export supply-chain
guarantee program in partnership with financial
institutions. The initiative aims to bolster steelmakers’
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resilience against rising global protectionism. Moon
also announced a forthcoming “Steel Industry
Advancement Plan,” to be unveiled later this month,
outlining product-specific strategies, stronger trade
defense measures, and expanded investment in low-
carbon, high-value-added steelmaking, such as
hydrogen-based and specialty steels.

The EU's latest move, unveiled October 7, would cut its
tariff-free import quota by 47 percent to 18.3 million
metric tons starting in June 2026, and double tariffs to
50 percent for steel imports exceeding that amount.
While country-specific allocations have yet to be
disclosed, the industry ministry warned that the
measure could significantly impact South Korea, which
counts the EU as one of its top two export
destinations. [Reuters]

South Korea plans to invoke its Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) with the EU—in effect since 2011—to secure the
highest possible quota share. Trade Minister Yeo Han-
koo is expected to meet with European Commissioner
Maros Sefcovic to convey Seoul's concerns and seek
concessions.

In 2024, South Korea exported 4.48 billion USD worth
of steel to the EU, slightly exceeding exports to the
United States. However, with the U.S. having abolished
its tariff-free quota and imposed a 50 percent tariff in
August, South Korean exporters now face a dual
squeeze from both major markets.

Experts say South Korea still has roughly a year to
negotiate before the EU’'s measures take effect, noting
that Seoul could seek an arrangement similar to that of
EFTA countries—Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein—
which received certain exemptions from EU safeguard
measures, leveraging its FTA status to secure favorable
conditions in upcoming talks. [The Korea Herald] [The
Korea Economic Daily]

In the latest development, South Korea's Vice Trade
Minister Park Jong-won is visiting Belgium on October
14 and 15 to discuss the EU’s measure. [Yonhap News
Agency]

U.S. and Taiwan allies advocate for
island’s inclusion in ICAO

(dql) At the 42nd assembly of the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) in Montreal, the United
States and ten of Taiwan'’s diplomatic allies voiced
support for Taiwan's participation in the U.N. aviation
body.
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U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy stressed that
Taiwan's involvement in ICAQ's technical activities is
vital for global aviation safety and security,
emphasizing that politics should not interfere with
aviation standards. The ten allies—Tuvalu, the Marshall
Islands, Palau, Eswatini, Guatemala, Saint Lucia, Saint
Christopher and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Belize, and Paraguay—also urged Taiwan’s
inclusion. Taiwan's European ally, the Holy See, is not
an ICAO member, while Haiti, amid domestic crises, did
not raise the issue.

Taiwan last attended the assembly in 2013 as a guest,
before intensified Chinese efforts to isolate the island.
[Focus Taiwan]

EU deepens climate and trade
cooperation with Bangladesh

(mon/Im) The European Union (EU) and Bangladesh
have intensified bilateral engagement on both climate
cooperation and economic partnership, with the EU
launching its expanded Team Europe Initiative on
Climate and Energy while simultaneously opening talks
on a possible Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
or Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA).

Under the Team Europe Initiative, the EU and member
states—alongside Norway and Switzerland—
committed more than EUR 3.7 billion (USD 4.0 billion)
to help Bangladesh modernize its energy
infrastructure, expand renewable capacity, improve
grid efficiency, and strengthen climate resilience in
sectors such as water management, flood control, and
agriculture. The program aims to integrate
decarbonization and adaptation into Bangladesh’s
national policy framework, aligning the partnership
with the EU's Green Deal and global net-zero strategy.
EU Ambassador Michael Miller highlighted that
transparent procurement, good governance, and a
level playing field are essential to attract European
private investment through initiatives such as the
Global Gateway and the Green Bond program. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Parallel to these developments, the two sides held
talks in Dhaka on a data-driven feasibility approach
toward a future trade and investment agreement,
intended to ensure Bangladesh’s smooth transition
from least developed country (LDC) status by 2026 and
preserve long-term market access once current zero-
duty preferences expire in 2029. The EU has already
extended its Generalized Scheme of Preferences (GSP)
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facilities for three years beyond graduation, but
Bangladesh will eventually need to qualify for GSP Plus
status or conclude a formal partnership to maintain
competitiveness—especially in its ready-made garment
sector, which sends about 64 percent of its exports to
the EU.

Both sides also discussed non-tariff barriers, including
port inefficiencies and pharmaceutical regulations,
while emphasizing trade diversification and
sustainable growth. The Team Europe Initiative, co-
chaired by Germany, France, the Netherlands, and the
EU, complements these goals by strengthening private-
sector collaboration between European and
Bangladeshi firms in fields such as flood management,
desalination, and climate-smart agriculture—anchoring
what both parties describe as a strategic partnership
linking economic modernization with climate
resilience. [The Financial Express] [The Daily Star]

Border conflict with Afghanistan exposes
Pakistan’s strategic strain as India re-
engages Kabul

(Im/my) A recent, week-long border confrontation
between Pakistan and neighboring Afghanistan has
exposed the erosion of trust between the two
governments and the limits of Islamabad’s leverage
over the Taliban rulers in Kabul. The clashes — the
deadliest since the Taliban’'s 2021 takeover — come at
the very time as India reopens its embassy in Kabul
while China and Russia work to stabilize both countries
and reintegrate the Taliban government into the
regional order.

For Islamabad, the reversal is striking. After the Taliban
seized power in August 2021, Pakistan initially
celebrated what it viewed as a strategic success — the
rise of a friendly administration in Kabul that would
curb anti-Pakistan militancy. Four years later, that
assumption has unraveled. The Taliban leadership now
rejects Pakistani demands to rein in the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP), an armed group responsible for
hundreds of attacks inside Pakistan, while pursuing its
own regional outreach, including to India.

The latest confrontation began on October 10, when
Kabul accused Pakistan of staging cross-border attacks
targeting senior TTP leaders in Kabul and Paktika
province. Islamabad neither confirmed nor denied
involvement, saying only that Afghanistan was being
used “as a base of operations against Pakistan.” Within
48 hours, Taliban forces attacked several Pakistani
military outposts, triggering heavy exchanges of fire
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that left 23 Pakistani soldiers and nine Afghan fighters
dead. Both sides claimed much higher casualties,
which could not be independently verified [Al Jazeera
11

Following the attacks, Islamabad closed all major
crossings, including Torkham and Chaman, halting
trade and stranding hundreds of civilians, many of
them Afghan refugees facing deportation under
Pakistan's ongoing crackdown on undocumented
foreigners. The confrontation centered along the
2,600-kilometer Durand Line, the colonial-era border
drawn by the British in 1893 that divides ethnic
Pashtun communities and remains disputed by
successive Afghan governments. [Arab News 1]

Kabul said it suspended operations after mediation
efforts by Qatar and Saudi Arabia, both of which called
for restraint, but sporadic gunfire continued in
Pakistan’'s Kurram region. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

The crisis has unfolded amid Pakistan’s worst internal
security environment in a decade. Militants affiliated
with the TTP and other groups have killed more than
2,500 people this year, according to independent data,
with most attacks concentrated in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Defence Minister Khawaja Asif have both
warned Kabul that Pakistan “will take all necessary
measures” to defend its borders, accusing the Taliban
of sheltering militants and failing to honor
counterterrorism pledges.

Islamabad’s military says it has killed over 900 militants
in operations this year, losing more than 300 security
personnel, and argues that its air and drone strikes
across the border are defensive. Kabul counters that
these attacks violate Afghan sovereignty and risk
inflaming nationalist sentiment — a dynamic analysts
say could further complicate joint counterterrorism
efforts and inadvertently strengthen militant
recruitment on both sides of the border. [Arab News 2]
[Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

China and Russia, which maintain ties with both
Islamabad and Kabul, reacted swiftly by urging
restraint and dialogue. Beijing voiced “deep concern,”
emphasizing the need to protect Chinese nationals and
infrastructure linked to the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and the broader Belt and Road
Initiative. Moscow, which formally recognized the
Taliban government in 2024, said it was “closely
monitoring the situation” and welcomed stabilization
efforts. [Reuters 3] [Al Jazeera 2]
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While Islamabad’s military posture has hardened, India
has seized a contrasting diplomatic opening. During
talks in New Delhi, Indian Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and Taliban Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqgi agreed to reopen India’s
embassy in Kabul—the first major diplomatic upgrade
since the Taliban takeover in 2021. The Taliban will
dispatch diplomats to New Delhi, while India’s mission
will expand beyond technical cooperation to broader
political and economic engagement. Muttaqi, who
received a temporary United Nations sanctions waiver
to travel, pledged that Afghanistan would not allow its
territory to be used for terrorism and called for closer
collaboration in trade and counterterrorism.

India had closed its Kabul embassy after the U.S.-led
NATO withdrawal but maintained a limited technical
mission from 2022. The new full-fledged embassy
reflects New Delhi's effort to regain influence and
secure regional and economic interests, including the
Chabahar Port in Iran, which it sees as a counterweight
to CPEC. Analysts view India’s re-engagement as a
pragmatic recalibration driven by rivalry with both
Pakistan and China, whose influence in Afghanistan
has deepened since 2021. [Reuters 3] [Reuters 4]

Muttaqi's visit to India followed his participation in the
seventh Moscow Format Consultations on October 7,
attended by India, Pakistan, China, Russia, Iran, and
Central Asian states. Participants jointly opposed any
renewed foreign military presence in Afghanistan and
urged the Taliban to prevent Afghan soil from being
used by terrorist groups. The meeting also
underscored diverging priorities: Pakistan highlighted
the TTP and Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), China
raised the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM),
and India focused on regional stability and the
protection of infrastructure investments.

A separate quadrilateral session among Pakistan,
China, Russia, and Iran agreed to expand
counterterrorism coordination and economic support
for Afghanistan. The group also endorsed connectivity
plans linking Afghanistan to both CPEC and India’s
Chabahar Port. [Arab News 5]

Germany and European partners reaffirm
support to Nepal as post-protest recovery
continues

(Im) Nepal's Home Minister Om Prakash Aryal met with
ambassadors from the European Union, France,
Germany, Finland, and Switzerland to discuss the
country's political situation, reconstruction efforts, and
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governance priorities in the aftermath of the Gen Z
protests that left dozens dead and caused widespread
institutional damage. The meeting underscored
continued European engagement with Nepal's interim
government, led by Prime Minister Sushila Karki, as the
country works to stabilize governance and prepare for
the March 2026 parliamentary elections. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

The discussion coincided with the signing of a new
technical and financial cooperation agreement
between Nepal and Germany worth EUR 41 million
(USD 44 million), aimed at strengthening energy,
sustainable economic development, and health
systems. The package builds on commitments made
during bilateral negotiations in Berlin in 2024 and
includes EUR 20 million for the Power Distribution
Strengthening Programme (PoDiSP) in Pokhara,
Butwal, and Bharatpur; EUR 12 million for the GRAPE
initiative, which promotes green and resilient
agricultural growth; and EUR 1.5 million to enhance
quality infrastructure in Nepal's health system. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Trilateral Pakistan-Turkiye-Azerbaijan
meeting focuses on curbing militant
proxies and aligning regional security
policies

(my) Pakistan, Turkiye, and Azerbaijan held the Third
Trilateral Speakers’ Conference in Islamabad on
October 13, using the meeting to strengthen
coordination on regional security, defense, and
diplomacy. The three countries — already close
military and political partners — issued a joint
declaration calling for collective action to curb the use
of militant proxies, which they described as a threat to
state stability.

The statement followed escalating tensions between
Pakistan and Afghanistan, after cross-border clashes
killed 23 Pakistani soldiers and more than 200 Afghan
Taliban fighters. Islamabad has accused Afghanistan of
sheltering the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and
India of backing militant attacks — claims both Kabul
and New Delhi deny.

The meeting was chaired by National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, alongside Turkiye's
parliamentary speaker Numan Kurtulmus, Azerbaijan’s
speaker Sahiba Gafarova, and Pakistan's Senate
Chairman Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani. Lawmakers
discussed ways to synchronize legislative work with the
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countries’ defense and foreign policy coordination
mechanisms, and to institutionalize trilateral
cooperation on regional security and economic
connectivity.

The declaration reaffirmed alignment on key foreign
policy issues, including Kashmir, Palestine, and
Nagorno-Karabakh, and endorsed greater cooperation
through multilateral platforms such as the United
Nations (UN) and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). It also addressed climate change,
backing enhanced climate finance for developing
countries and highlighting the upcoming COP29
summit in Baku. [Arab News] [Associated Press of
Pakistan]

WHO chief arrives in Sri Lanka for South-
East Asia health summit

(Im) World Health Organization (WHO) Director-
General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus arrived in
Sri Lanka on October 12 to attend the 78th Session of
the WHO South-East Asia Regional Committee as the
chief guest. The three-day meeting, held in Colombo
from October 13 to 15, brings together health
ministers and senior delegates from across the South-
East Asia region to discuss major public health
priorities, regional disease prevention strategies, and
mechanisms for cross-border health cooperation.
[Daily Mirror]

U.S. sanctions UAE firms over Iranian LPG
shipments to Sri Lanka and Bangladesh

(Im) The United States Department of the Treasury's
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) has sanctioned
two United Arab Emirates-based companies for
facilitating multimillion-dollar shipments of Iranian
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) to Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, signaling Washington’s heightened
scrutiny of secondary actors involved in Iran’s
sanctioned energy trade.

The measures, imposed under Executive Orders 13902
and 13846, freeze all U.S.-controlled assets of the
designated entities and prohibit American companies
and individuals from engaging with them. The Treasury
said the action aims to “degrade Iran’s cash flow by
dismantling key elements of its energy export
network,” which continues to generate significant
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revenue for the Iranian regime and its regional proxies.
[Daily Mirror]

EU sets tougher conditions for renewal of
Sri Lanka’s GSP+ trade benefits after 2027

(Im) Sri Lanka faces stricter conditions from the
European Union (EU) to retain its Generalized Scheme
of Preferences Plus (GSP+) trade facility, which grants
tariff-free access for most exports to the EU market —
currently accounting for over 24 percent of Sri Lanka's
total exports.

The country is now under formal EU assessment for
renewal of GSP+ benefits beyond 2027, as Brussels
introduces a revised framework expanding beyond the
current 27 international conventions to include new
obligations on human rights, labor rights,
environmental protection, and anti-corruption
standards.

Key new requirements include ratifying and
implementing the Paris Agreement on Climate Change,
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, and several International Labour
Organization (ILO) conventions on labor inspection and
tripartite consultations.

The EU has also stressed the urgent need for Sri Lanka
to replace its Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) with a
counterterrorism law that meets international
standards—a long-standing concern in EU-Sri Lanka
relations. Although the government previously drafted
an Anti-Terrorism Bill, the EU found it unsatisfactory. A
new draft is reportedly under preparation but has yet
to be finalized or gazetted despite earlier
commitments to do so before the last UN Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) session.

Losing GSP+ would pose a major blow to Sri Lanka’s
economy, especially amid U.S. tariffs and weak export
competitiveness. In 2024, Sri Lanka exported EUR 3.7
billion (USD 3.9 billion) worth of goods to the EU—
more than 80 percent of which benefited from GSP+
preferences—and maintained a trade surplus of EUR
1.5 billion (USD 1.6 billion). [Daily Mirror]

Cambodia expresses disappointment over
UN Rapporteur’s silence on Thai border
evictions
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(dgl) The Cambodia Human Rights Committee (CHRC)
has voiced concern over the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Right to Adequate Housing, Balakrishnan
Rajagopal, for not responding to reports of forced
evictions by the Thai military along the Cambodia-
Thailand border. The evictions targeted residents in
Chok Chey and Prey Chan villages in Banteay
Meanchey province, where communities face the loss
of homes, land, and livelihoods.

The CHRC emphasized that the Thai authorities
reportedly intended to use martial law to carry out the
evictions, causing displacement, psychological distress,
and loss of access to basic services. The committee
called on the Special Rapporteur to urgently engage
with Thailand to uphold affected Cambodians’ right to
adequate housing, prevent further violations, and
ensure remedial measures in line with international
human rights standards.

Cambodia had previously requested, in a letter dated
August 15, that Thailand remove barbed wire, return
civilian property and farmland, comply with ceasefire
agreements, and allow an independent investigation.

The CHRC stressed that continued silence from the UN
human rights mechanisms risks undermining their
credibility and urged timely advocacy to protect
vulnerable communities. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia signs deal with South Korean-
Turkish joint venture to boost northeast
border connectivity

(gm) Cambodia’s Ministry of Public Works and
Transport (MPWT) has signed a USD 2.37 million
agreement with South Korea-Turkey joint venture KCI-
BOTEK JV to advance the Cambodia Cross-Border
Connectivity Enhancement Project (3CEP), aimed at
upgrading infrastructure in the country’s northeast
border provinces.

The pact, signed on October 6, covers feasibility
studies and detailed engineering design for the project,
which seeks to strengthen transport links with Vietham
and Laos. The contract was awarded after a
competitive bidding process under financing from the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB).

MPWT announced the initiative will reduce logistics
bottlenecks, lower transport costs, and promote trade
and investment along cross-border routes. Once
completed, the improved networks are expected to
transform border provinces into growth corridors and
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enhance Cambodia’s role in regional value chain.
[Khmer Times]

Malaysia excluded from International
Peace summit in Egypt

(tl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar |Ibrahim
announced that Malaysia was not invited to the
International Peace Summit in Egypt as the attendance
was limited to countries fully endorsing a 20-point
peace plan that Malaysia could not support
unconditionally.

He explained in Parliament that Malaysia's backing for
the plan remains conditional, insisting that any peace
framework, even the one endorsed by US President
Donald Trump, must recognize Palestine’s sovereignty,
guarantee the right of return for displaced
Palestinians, and ensure an end to civilian killings in
Gaza and the West Bank. [Malay Mail]

Philippines ramps up defense cooperation
with major drills and expanded alliances

(ghd) The Philippines is stepping up its defense and
maritime security efforts through a series of joint
military exercises with key allies and a strategic
expansion of international partnerships, moves that
come amid continued tensions in the South China Sea.

In a major show of interoperability, the Philippines and
the US have launched large-scale joint military
exercises near sensitive areas of the South China Sea.
The drills, involving naval and marine units, are aimed
at enhancing combined readiness and rapid-response
capabilities in complex maritime scenarios. These
exercises underscore the long-standing alliance
between Manila and Washington under the Mutual
Defense Treaty, as well as their shared commitment to
maintaining a free and open Indo-Pacific. [USNI]

Adding to its network of strategic partners, the
Philippines and Japan have commenced their first joint
military training exercises under the newly ratified
Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA). The historic pact
allows both nations to deploy forces on each other’s
territory for joint drills and humanitarian operations.
The inaugural exercises mark a new chapter in
deepening Japan-Philippines defense ties and their
shared goal of upholding stability and the rule of law in
the Indo-Pacific. [Manila Bulletin1]
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Broadening its diplomatic and security outreach, the
Philippines has formally invited Ireland to take partin
joint patrols in the South China Sea. Defense Secretary
Teodoro extended the invitation during a recent
meeting with the Irish ambassador, highlighting both
nations' shared interest in safeguarding a rules-based
international order. While Manila and Dublin do not yet
have a formal defense agreement, the invitation
reflects the Philippines’ proactive strategy to build a
wider coalition of “like-minded” nations supportive of
peace, security, and freedom of navigation in
contested waters. [Manila Bulletin2]

These developments come as the Philippines faces
persistent Chinese incursions and confrontations in its
exclusive economic zone.

Singaporean company under dual probes
over alleged re-exports of restricted
Nvidia Al chips to China

(ms) Singapore police and US Commerce Department
officials are investigating Megaspeed, a Singapore-
based data-center firm that reportedly sought roughly
USD 2 billion of Nvidia Al hardware and may have
enabled Chinese access to restricted chips, according
to multiple reports. Singapore’s police confirmed an
active probe into suspected breaches of local laws,
while US officials are examining whether Megaspeed
helped skirt American export controls, an inquiry that
raises questions about end-use tracking for Nvidia's
most advanced processors.

The scrutiny intensified after an investigation
described Megaspeed's links to China, including origins
tied to 7Road, a Chinese gaming and cloud firm, and
operations through subsidiaries in Malaysia and
Indonesia. US inspectors who visited a Malaysian site
in late 2024 found Nvidia servers and GPUs still in
crates—an unusual sight in active data centers and a
detail that fueled suspicions of re-export or diversion.
Nvidia has said its own review found no evidence of
diversion and that Megaspeed appeared to be running
a small commercial cloud in line with US rules.

Reports also point to a procurement chain routed
through Aivres Systems, a California affiliate of China's
Inspur, previously sanctioned by Washington. Because
Aivres is a US entity, it could lawfully buy Nvidia gear
and resell it if transactions met export rules—
highlighting a loophole that separates US subsidiaries
from blacklisted parents. Investigators are probing
whether Megaspeed then provided remote compute
access from Malaysia and Indonesia to customers in
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China or re-exported the chips in violation of
restrictions. Megaspeed has not publicly commented;
Nvidia says it continues to engage with authorities.

The case lands amid broader enforcement pressure.
Lawmakers have floated mandates to add tracking to
Al chips, and Southeast Asian governments are
tightening rules: Malaysia in July began requiring
permits for all exports and transfers of Nvidia chips
after earlier seizures and alleged diversions. Analysts
say the Megaspeed probe underscores how cloud
access and third-country routing can complicate export
regimes designed around physical shipments.

Local media report Megaspeed has “gone dark” as
inquiries ramp up; ownership traces to shell firms
linked to Shanghai, and on-the-ground checks in
Singapore and Malaysia found minimal staffing. By
mid-2025, the firm had reportedly halted new Nvidia
orders and the executive publicly associated with the
purchases, Alice (Huang Le) Huang, had stepped down.
For Nvidia—whose sales and valuation have soared
with Al demand—the outcome could influence how
regulators police distribution networks and how
vendors vet downstream partners far from end users.
[CNBC] [The New York Times]

Cambodia-Thailand ceasefire expected at
ASEAN summit after months of border
tension

(Im) Malaysia's Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan
announced on October 14 that Thailand and Cambodia
are expected to sign a formal ceasefire agreement —
the Kuala Lumpur Accord — during the upcoming
ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur from October 26 to
28. Malaysia - the current ASEAN chair - and the
United States will act as facilitators, and U.S. President
Donald Trump is expected to witness the signing
during his visit to Malaysia on October 26. [Bangkok
Post 1]

The announcement follows months of escalating
tension along the 817-kilometer Thai-Cambodian
border, which culminated in the most severe fighting in
over a decade. The five-day conflict in July left at least
48 people dead and forced hundreds of thousands to
flee their homes on both sides. The dispute, centered
around undemarcated frontier areas in Thailand’s Sa
Kaeo province, has since become entangled in broader
regional geopolitics as Washington and Beijing
compete for influence in mainland Southeast Asia.
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Prior to the ceasefire announcement, Bangkok had
reaffirmed a firm stance toward Phnom Penh, insisting
that any talks must remain strictly bilateral and
grounded in existing General Border Committee (GBC)
accords. Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul outlined four preconditions for
negotiations: the withdrawal of Cambodian troops and
heavy weapons from Thai-claimed areas, the removal
of Cambodian civilians from disputed settlements such
as Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo, joint
landmine clearance, and a formal reaffirmation of Thai
sovereignty. Bangkok maintained that ongoing mine-
clearance operations near the border were conducted
entirely within Thai-claimed territory and served
humanitarian purposes. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok
Post 3]

Meanwhile, the Thai army began landmine clearance
operations in Ban Nong Ya Kaeo after earlier plans to
evict Cambodian settlers from the area were placed on
hold. The National Security Council decided not to
proceed with immediate removals, leaving the matter
to the army’s discretion. Authorities had previously
identified more than one hundred Cambodian
households living near the disputed fence line, some of
which Thailand regards as being within its jurisdiction.
[Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post 6]
[Bangkok Post 7]

The tensions have been compounded by civilian
activism and psychological operations near the
frontier. Thai and Cambodian villagers have held
parallel demonstrations around the disputed
settlements, though confrontations have remained
non-violent. Phnom Penh has lodged a formal
complaint with the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), alleging
that Thai personnel used “psychological intimidation,”
including loud broadcasts of “ghostly sounds,” to
unsettle Cambodian residents. The Thai military
defended its actions, asserting that all operations
occurred on Thai soil and were intended solely to
maintain order and deter encroachment. [Bangkok
Post 8]

Importantly, in the days preceding the ceasefire
announcement, the dispute drew heightened attention
from global powers. Washington sought to frame the
emerging truce as an American-brokered diplomatic
success. Reports by Politico indicated that President
Trump linked his ASEAN Summit attendance to
presiding over the peace-signing ceremony and
requested that Chinese representatives be excluded
from the event to emphasize U.S. leadership. [Thai
Enquirer] [The Nation]
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Beijing immediately countered this narrative. A
statement by Chinese Ambassador to Cambodia Wang
Wenbin expressing China's “firm support for Cambodia
in safeguarding its sovereignty” was widely read as an
unmistakable signal that Beijing will not tolerate
American intrusion into continental Southeast Asian
affairs. The post triggered a wave of nationalist anger
in Thailand. [Bangkok Post 9]

Timor-Leste to Join ASEAN on October 26,
ending two-decade wait

(ms) After more than two decades of anticipation,
Timor-Leste will officially become the eleventh
member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) on October 26, 2025, according to regional
officials. The long-awaited accession marks the
culmination of a process that began soon after the
country’s independence in 2002 and represents the
longest admission timeline in ASEAN's history.

Timor-Leste gained observer status in 2023 and has
since completed nearly all technical, legal, and
institutional requirements for full membership. Its
National Parliament ratified 22 ASEAN legal
instruments in September, aligning domestic laws
across political-security, economic, and socio-cultural
pillars. The ASEAN Economic Ministers recently
confirmed that Dili had fulfilled nearly all obligations
under 66 key agreements.

The decisive breakthrough came earlier this year after
a diplomatic thaw with Myanmar, which had long
blocked Dili's entry over its outspoken support for the
opposition National Unity Government (NUG). For
years, Timor-Leste had been one of the junta’s
strongest regional critics, condemning the 2021 coup,
calling for Aung San Suu Kyi's release, and even
allowing the NUG to open a liaison office in Dili. But
ahead of its ASEAN bid, the government in Dili made a
significant policy reversal — closing the NUG office,
ending political activities linked to the group, and
signaling that it would uphold ASEAN's principle of
non-interference. The shift was cemented during
Foreign Minister Bendito dos Santos Freitas's visit to
Naypyidaw in September, where both countries agreed
to reopen embassies, restore visa exemptions, and
normalize diplomatic ties. This move effectively
removed Myanmar’s last objection, clearing the final
political obstacle and enabling Malaysia, as 2025
ASEAN chair, to broker consensus among members for
Timor-Leste's full admission.
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Timor-Leste’s entry will make it ASEAN's youngest and
only Portuguese-speaking nation, offering new cultural
and diplomatic bridges to the Lusophone world and
the Pacific. President José Ramos-Horta hailed the
decision as “the fulfillment of a national dream,”
emphasizing that Timor-Leste's vibrant democracy
would strengthen ASEAN’s image and underscore its
diversity amid shifting global alignments. [Bangkok
Post]

Vietnam balances diplomacy and stability
in Korean Peninsula affairs

(hn) In the early hours of October 9, General Secretary
T6 Lam and a high-level Vietnamese delegation
departed Hanoi for a state visit to North Korea and to
attend the 80th anniversary of the founding of the
Workers' Party of Korea from October 9 to 11, at the
invitation of Kim Jong Un, General Secretary of the
Workers' Party of Korea and Chairman of the State
Affairs Commission. This marks the first visit by
Vietnam'’s top party leader to North Korea since 2007.
This marks the first visit by Vietnam's top party leader
to North Korea since 2007. [Baomoi] [Vietnamnews1]
[NHK] [Channelnewsasia]

While Western policymakers often view North Korea as
a rogue state, Vietnam considers it an important
partner for regional stability and multilateral
diplomacy. Hanoi emphasizes dialogue and economic
development rather than endorsing North Korea's
nuclear program or anti-West policies.
[Channelnewsasia]

Both sides exchanged views on regional and global
issues, with Vietnam reiterating its consistent stance
on promoting peace, stability, and cooperation,
particularly regarding the Korean Peninsula and the
East Sea. The outcomes of the visit were described as a
new milestone in bilateral relations, reflecting
Vietnam's foreign policy of independence, self-reliance,
peace, and international cooperation. Going forward,
the two countries plan to strengthen political trust
through regular exchanges and multi-channel
cooperation between Party, State, parliamentary, local,
and people-to-people levels; implement signed
agreements across priority sectors like education,
health, agriculture, culture, and communication; and
enhance coordination in international forums such as
the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement, and
the ASEAN Regional Forum to promote peace and
development. [Viethamnet1]
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Several bilateral cooperation documents were signed
during the visit on October 10 in Pyongyang, including
agreements on diplomacy, defense cooperation, news
agency collaboration, medical and scientific
cooperation, and trade and commerce cooperation.
[Baomoi, in Vietnamese]

On October 11, in Pyongyang, T6 Lam met with Dmitry
Medvedev, Chairman of the United Russia Party and
Deputy Chairman of the Russian Security Council, to
reaffirm the traditional friendship and comprehensive
strategic partnership between Vietnam and Russia.
Both sides agreed to strengthen party-to-party
cooperation, youth exchanges, and collaboration
between political academies.

Vietnam reaffirmed that Russia remains a key strategic
partner, with plans to deepen cooperation in politics,
defense, energy, science, education, and culture. The
two leaders agreed to implement the Vietnam-Russia
Comprehensive Cooperation Plan to 2030, remove
trade barriers, promote investment, and expand joint
ventures in oil, gas, and technology. They also
committed to stronger collaboration in healthcare,
tourism, labor, and transport, and coordination in
international forums such as the UN, APEC, and
ASEAN.

Later the same day, General Secretary T6 Lam also met
Chinese Premier Li Qiang. Both leaders expressed
satisfaction with the positive momentum in Vietnam-
China relations, highlighting progress in political trust,
defense, trade, infrastructure, and people-to-people
exchanges.

T6 Lam proposed deepening political trust to achieve
breakthroughs in economic cooperation, including
expanding Vietnamese exports, increasing Chinese
electricity supply to Vietnam, and completing three
standard-gauge railway lines connecting both
countries. He emphasized technology transfer and
human resource development as new cooperation
priorities and urged peaceful management of maritime
issues based on international law and UNCLOS 1982.

Premier Li Qiang affirmed that China views Vietnam as
a top priority in its neighborhood diplomacy, pledging
to accelerate high-level agreements, enhance trust,
and effectively manage maritime disputes.
[Viethamnet2]

According to Thayer, this visit aligns with Vietnam'’s
newly issued Politburo Resolution No. 59 on
International Integration in the New Situation (Jan 24,
2025), which emphasizes a more proactive foreign
policy. The resolution promotes initiative, cooperation,
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and maintaining a peaceful environment to support
Vietnam's economic growth.

Amid growing tensions on the Korean Peninsula
following Lee Jae Myung's election as South Korea's
president, Vietnam sees an opportunity to play a
constructive diplomatic role that could earn goodwill
from both South Korea and the United States. The
upcoming APEC Summit (Oct 31-Nov 1) in South Korea,
possibly attended by Donald Trump and even involving
a separate meeting with Kim Jong-un, further highlights
the region’s volatility.

Vietnam has a vital stake in stability on the peninsula
since renewed confrontation between the U.S.-South
Korea bloc and the North Korea-China-Russia bloc
could weaken its international position. Resolution No.
59 guides Vietnam to act with “initiative, positivity, and
bravery,” strengthening partnerships and solving
global challenges peacefully. [Thayer]

Vietnam deepens defense ties with South
Korea and Turkiye in drive for
diversification and self-reliance

(ms) Vietnam has signed new defense agreements with
South Korea and Turkiye, signaling a widening of its
military partnerships as part of a broader effort to
modernize its armed forces. The moves, which include
the purchase of South Korean-made K9 self-propelled
howitzers and a new defense industry cooperation
framework with Turkiye, mark a step toward
diversification in Vietnam’s defense procurement.

South Korean partnership gains momentum

Vietnam'’s USD 245 million purchase of 20 K9 self-
propelled howitzers from South Korea marks a major
milestone in both countries’ defense ties. It is Seoul's
first K9 sale to an ASEAN member and reflects
Vietnam's effort to broaden its defense-industrial base
beyond traditional sources. The K9s — already in
service with militaries such as Poland’s — will
strengthen Vietnam'’s artillery capabilities with
improved range, accuracy, and mobility.

The deal follows a series of high-level exchanges under
the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between
Hanoi and Seoul. Defense ministers Phan Van Giang
and Ahn Gyu-back agreed in August 2025 to expand
cooperation in training, logistics, and technology
transfer, while South Korea also delivered a third
patrol vessel to Vietnam. The following month, both
sides co-chaired the 12th Defense Policy Dialogue in
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Seoul, outlining plans for joint research, peacekeeping
collaboration, and defense-industrial cooperation.

Analysts say the move reflects diversification, not
decoupling. Russia remains a key supplier of platforms
and spare parts, but sanctions, logistics difficulties, and
maintenance delays have encouraged Vietnam to seek
a broader mix of partners. South Korea’'s mix of
modern technology, cost-effectiveness, and willingness
to localize production makes it an appealing option for
Hanoi's modernization goals. [Indo-Pacific Defense
Forum]

Expanding cooperation with Ttirkiye

At the same time, Vietnam is strengthening
engagement with Turkiye's defense industry, another
emerging arms supplier seeking partners in Asia.
During talks in Hanoi on October 14, Defense Minister
Phan Van Giang and Turkish Defense Industries chief
Haluk Gorgun reaffirmed their commitment to
deepening cooperation under a July 2025
memorandum of understanding. The framework
supports technology exchange, participation in
defense exhibitions, and potential joint production
projects aligned with Vietnam'’s capabilities.

General Giang reiterated Vietnam’s “Four No's” defense
policy — no military alliances, no siding with one
country against another, no foreign bases, and no use
or threat of force in international relations — while
emphasizing that any procurement from partners like
Tarkiye or South Korea serves only to enhance
Vietnam's self-defense capacity. He also reaffirmed the
goal of building self-reliance in defense production,
gradually increasing local content and maintenance
capacity for key military systems. [Asia News Network]

President Lula plans visit to Dhaka as
Brazil and Bangladesh deepen
cooperation

(Im) Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva will
visit Bangladesh by February 2026 to advance
cooperation in healthcare, pharmaceuticals, climate
policy, and trade, according to an agreement reached
during his meeting with Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus on the sidelines of the World Food Forum in
Rome.

Both governments are preparing to formalize
cooperation frameworks in universal healthcare,
vaccine access, and social enterprise development,
with Brazil seeking to share its public health model
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while drawing on Bangladesh'’s microcredit and social
business experience. Discussions also covered deep-
sea fishing, pharmaceutical production, and climate
collaboration ahead of the COP30 summit, which Brazil
will host next year in the Amazon region.

Yunus invited Lula to Dhaka, and Lula accepted,
confirming his intention to visit before the Bangladeshi
general election scheduled for early 2026. Yunus said
the upcoming vote would mark the country's first
competitive election in 16 years.

The two leaders also addressed expanding bilateral
trade and investment, emphasizing diversification
beyond traditional sectors. [The Daily Star]

Brunei and Singapore strengthen
parliamentary cooperation during
speaker’s visit

(ga) Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei received
Speaker of the Parliament of Singapore Seah Kian Peng
in audience at Nurul Iman Palace on October 9.

The meeting focused on enhancing bilateral relations
between Brunei Darussalam and Singapore,
particularly cooperation between the Legislative
Council of Brunei Darussalam and the Parliament of
Singapore, and strengthening mutual understanding in
regional and international contexts.

The visit by the Singaporean delegation, led by Speaker
Seah, was part of a two-day working trip aimed at
deepening collaboration between ASEAN legislative
institutions and reinforcing parliamentary ties between
both nations.

Earlier the same day, Brunei's Crown Prince and Senior
Minister at the Prime Minister's Office Al-Muhtadee
Billah also received Seah. The meetings were attended
by senior parliamentary members and officials from
Brunei and Singapore, underscoring the commitment
to deepen inter-parliamentary cooperation and
regional engagement. [Borneo Bulletin]

Japan provides USD 292 million loan for
water and power expansion in Cambodia’s
capital

(gm) Japan has extended USD 292.2 million in
concessional loans to Cambodia to expand clean water
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supply and electricity infrastructure in Phnom Penh,
according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation.

The exchange of notes was signed on October 8 by
Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn and Japanese
Ambassador Ueno Atsushi. The loans include JPY 21.53
billion (USD 143.5 million) for the Nirodh Water Supply
Expansion Project and JPY 22.91 billion (USD 152.7
million) for Phase 3 of the Phnom Penh Transmission
and Distribution System Expansion Project.

The water project will increase production capacity at
the Nirodh Water Treatment Plant to meet rising urban
demand, while the electricity project will enhance
transmission and distribution networks in the
northern, eastern, and southern parts of the capital to
stabilise the grid. [Kiripost]

Cambodia, Malaysia’'s Sarawak explore
maritime and port investment
opportunities

(gm) Cambodia and Malaysia's federal state of Sarawak
have opened high-level talks to strengthen cooperation
and attract investment in transport infrastructure,
particularly in maritime connectivity and port
development.

Minister of Public Works and Transport Peng Ponea
met on October 7 in Phnom Penh with Sarawak Deputy
Minister Datuk Abdul Rahman Junaidi. The discussions
focused on water and sea transport, port
development, and broader infrastructure
collaboration. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia’s waterway exports to Thailand
fall 6.6 percent amid prolonged border
closures

(gm) Cambodia’s agricultural exports to Thailand via
waterways declined 6.6 percent in September,
reaching USD 1.7 million, as land border crossings
remain closed, according to the General Directorate of
Agriculture.

From June 24 to September 30, Cambodia shipped
1,728 tons of agricultural goods worth USD 5.8 million
to Thailand by river routes. The exports primarily
included rice, cassava, mangoes, cashew nuts, rubber,
and bananas.
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Overall, from January to September, Cambodia
exported 11.1 million tons of agricultural products to
88 countries— a 30.4 percent year-on-year increase—,
led by strong gains in dried cassava (up 57.6 percent)
and processed cassava (up 83.5 percent). Meanwhile,
fresh cassava and mango exports declined as more
crops were diverted to domestic processing.

Thailand's Department of Foreign Trade reported a
23.6 percent drop in overall border trade in August,
with commerce with Cambodia plunging 99.9 percent
to just THB 10 million (USD 304,000), citing ongoing
border clashes and boycotts. [Kiripost]

Cambodia, Turkiye sign agreement to
strengthen transport links, regional trade

(dgl) Cambodia and Turkiye formalized an agreement
on October 9 to enhance collaboration in
transportation and expand the use of international
trade corridors. The MoU aims to establish Cambodia
as a key logistics hub in ASEAN while positioning
Turkiye as a strategic economic bridge between East
Asia and Europe.

The pact, signed by Cambodian Public Works and
Transport Minister Peng Ponea and Turkish
Ambassador Ulku Kocaefe, emphasizes improving
connectivity via major routes, including the Central
Corridor and the Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-
Asia (TRACECA Corridor), to facilitate the movement of
goods from Asia to the Middle East, North Africa, and
the Mediterranean.

Minister Ponea underscored Cambodia’s strategic
advantages and ongoing investments in transport
infrastructure, highlighting the country’s active role in
promoting regional trade and investment. Cambodia
and Turkiye, with diplomatic ties dating back to 1959,
have steadily strengthened economic relations, setting
a joint trade target of USD 1 billion annually in 2019 to
commemorate six decades of cooperation.
[Cambodianess]

Cambodia, Dominica establish bilateral
consultation mechanism

(dgl) Cambodia and Dominica have launched a formal
consultation mechanism between their foreign
ministries to deepen bilateral cooperation across
political, economic, and cultural sectors. The
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announcement followed a meeting on October 9
between Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and
Dominica’s Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit. [Office of
the Council of Ministers, Cambodia]

The two leaders emphasized expanding collaboration
in diplomacy, trade, agriculture, tourism, education,
and people-to-people exchanges. They witnessed the
signing of a memorandum of understanding
establishing the bilateral consultation process, which
will convene every two years. The mechanism will
focus on three areas: (1) politics, diplomacy, consular
affairs, and security; (2) economy, trade, and
investment; and (3) culture, environment, education,
training, and research.

Both sides highlighted the MoU as a framework to
strengthen institutional cooperation and promote
mutual development. [Cambodianess]

Chinese naval ships visit Cambodia

(dgl) Two Chinese naval vessels, the Qi Jiguang and
Yimengshan, arrived in Sihanoukville, Cambodia, on
October 10 for a four-day goodwill visit aimed at
strengthening military and diplomatic ties.

The ships, part of the People Liberation Army Navy's
83rd training fleet, received a ceremonial welcome
attended by Cambodian military officials, government
representatives, and Chinese diplomatic staff.

The visit included a meeting between the taskforce
commander with the governor of Sihanoukville and the
head of the Royal Cambodian Navy, while crew
members engaged in community activities, including
school visits, cultural exchanges, and friendly sports
events. [China Military]

The visit takes place amid Beijing's efforts to project
naval presence and maintain regional influence amid
heightened tensions between Cambodia and Thailand.
It highlights China’s deepening defense ties with
Cambodia, its closest ally in mainland Southeast Asia,
and its growing naval reach across key maritime routes
connecting the South China Sea and the Malacca Strait.

China's ambassador reiterated Beijing's commitment
to supporting Cambodia’s sovereignty and
development, framing the partnership as a
cornerstone of regional cooperation. [Wang Wenbin,
via Facebook]
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Coinciding with the Chinese arrival, Australia’s frigate
HMAS Ballarat also docked in Sihanoukville as part of a
“Regional Presence Deployment,” signaling Canberra’s
parallel efforts to reinforce alliances and promote a
“secure and stable Indo-Pacific.” [Khmer Times]

The simultaneous presence of Chinese and Australian
vessels reflects the competing strategic influences
shaping Southeast Asia’s maritime landscape. [AP
News] [Kiripost]

China, Malaysia conduct annual “Peace
and Friendship” joint exercise

(dqgl) China and Malaysia are holding the “Peace and
Friendship 2025" joint military exercise from October
15 to 23 in Malaysia and nearby waters, as part of their
annual defense cooperation plan.

The drills will involve over 1,000 personnel and 500
units of military equipment, including naval vessels,
aircraft, and unmanned systems. China’s contingent of
more than 700 troops from the PLA's Southern Theater
Command, Hong Kong Garrison, and Joint Logistic
Support Force departed for Malaysia October 8.

The exercise will focus on humanitarian assistance,
disaster relief, and maritime security, with several
ASEAN countries invited as observers. [China Military]

Now in its sixth iteration, the 2025 edition is smaller
than last year’s, which involved 3,000 troops from six
countries and included China's advanced 052D
destroyer Nanning. Still, the “Peace and Friendship”
series has evolved into a key platform for China’s
defense diplomacy in Southeast Asia. [SCMP]

China names alleged Taiwanese agents
behind online pro-independence
campaigns

(dgl) China's Ministry of State Security (MSS) has
publicly named Taiwanese individuals it claims are
working for Taiwan’s Military Intelligence Bureau (MIB)
to conduct online propaganda and stir cross-strait
tensions. The MSS accused the officers of operating a
media company, Wang's Research and Innovation Art
Company, to manage a “troll army” disseminating pro-
independence messages, false information, and anti-
mainland content. Lin Ziyu, a lieutenant colonel in the
MIB, allegedly directed the operations, while company
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personnel executed the campaigns targeting mainland
China.

The agency also released photos and personal details
of three individuals, highlighting what it views as the
systematic nature of the alleged campaign. Beijing
linked the company to Taiwan'’s ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), claiming it fostered online
networks to mislead public opinion and undermine
cross-strait stability.

This marks the third release of alleged Taiwanese
intelligence operatives by Beijing in just over a year,
following similar claims of cyberattacks and
disinformation campaigns linked to the MIB and
groups such as Anonymous64.

The accusations come amid heightened tensions
across the Taiwan Strait, with Beijing viewing leaders of
the DPP, including President William Lai Ching-te, as
pro-independence. Taiwan, in turn, has described
Beijing as a “hostile foreign force” and introduced
measures to counter infiltration and disinformation
campaigns. Taiwan’'s National Security Bureau reported
a 60 percent increase in false or biased content from
the mainland in 2024, reaching over 2.16 million items.
[SCMP]

Fujian authorities offer reward for information on
Taiwanese officers accused of inciting secession

In a separate move, authorities in Fujian province, the
Chinese mainland region closest to Taiwan, have
issued a reward notice for information leading to the
capture of 18 Taiwanese military officers allegedly
involved in secessionist “psychological warfare”
operations. The Public Security Bureau in Xiamen
identified the individuals by name, ID, and photo,
offering CNY 10,000 (USD 1,400) for tips. The bureau
accused the unit of conducting information warfare,
intelligence gathering, broadcasting, and online
activities aimed at promoting Taiwan independence.
[Global Times]

Taiwan's Ministry of National Defence dismissed the
bounty notice as crude cognitive warfare and alleged
the mainland had fabricated personal information in
prior campaigns to divide Taiwanese society. [Al
Jazeeral]

U.S.-China trade tensions escalate in
fresh wave of tit-for-tat moves
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(dql) The fragile U.S.-China trade truce appears to be
on the verge of collapse as both governments took
new economic measures that deepen their strategic
and technological rivalry.

On October 9, China sharply expanded its control over
rare earth exports, adding five elements—holmium,
erbium, thulium, europium, and ytterbium—to its list
of restricted materials, bringing the total to 12 out of
17. The new rules, taking effect on November 8, extend
oversight to semiconductor users and refining
technologies. Foreign companies producing rare earths
or magnets using Chinese materials or equipment will
now require Chinese export licenses, even if no
Chinese firm is directly involved. [Ministry of
Commerce, China, in Chinese]

Analysts view Beijing's move as an effort to leverage its
dominance—over 90 percent of global processed rare
earths and magnets—to strengthen bargaining power
in global technology supply chains. The controlled
elements are vital for producing electric vehicles,
smartphones, and defense systems.

The restrictions, which target advanced
semiconductors (14-nanometer and above), high-
capacity memory chips, and Al technologies with
potential military applications, have raised alarm
among major Asian manufacturers, including
Samsung, SK Hynix, and TSMC. [Reuters 1]

Beijing's tightening of export controls has prompted a
sharp response from Washington. U.S. President
Donald Trump, who stated that China’s move caught
him off guard, announced that the United States will
impose a 100 percent tariff on all Chinese goods—on
top of the existing 30 percent duties—by November 1
or sooner. He also pledged to introduce export
controls on “critical software,” and announced the
cancellation of a planned meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in South Korea later this month.
Trump's move sent global markets tumbling, with
major U.S. indices dropping sharply amid fears of
renewed trade disruption.

These developments reverse the tentative easing of
tensions earlier in the year, when both sides had
agreed to lower tariffs—China from 125 percent to 10
percent, and the U.S. from 145 percent to 30 percent—
in a short-lived effort to stabilize markets. The current
confrontation underscores the deep interdependence
of the two economies, particularly in high-tech sectors,
even as Washington and its allies accelerate efforts to
diversify supply chains and boost domestic rare earth
production. [CNN] [CNBC 1] [Independent]
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Charges on American ships imposed

In addition, China announced that it will impose port
fees on U.S. vessels starting October 14, retaliating
against Washington's tariffs on Chinese ships
introduced earlier this year. [Ministry of Transport,
China,_in Chinese]

According to China’s Transport Ministry, the U.S. fees
“seriously violate” international trade norms and the
China-U.S. Maritime Shipping Agreement, harming
bilateral maritime commerce. Under the new rules,
U.S. vessels will be charged CNY 400 (USD 56) per net
ton, with rates expected to rise over time. The fees will
apply to ships owned or operated by entities with at
least 25 percent U.S. ownership, as well as those built
in the United States or flying the American flag.

In parallel, the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) will
adjust maritime-related fees ahead of China's planned
port charges on U.S.-linked ships. Starting October 14,
fees on foreign-built vehicle carriers will be USD 46 per
net ton—well below the USD 150 per ton initially
proposed in April but above a June-adjusted USD 14
rate. The USTR is also removing, retroactive to April 17
—when tariffs and restrictions targeting Chinese
maritime equipment and vessels were implemented—
a rule allowing suspension of LNG export licenses for
noncompliance with foreign-built vessel restrictions
and is exempting certain ethane and LPG carriers
under long-term charters.

In addition, USTR will levy 100 percent tariffs on some
Chinese ship-to-shore cranes and cargo-handling
equipment, including intermodal chassis, while
exempting cranes ordered before April 17 and
intermodal shipping containers to avoid domestic
disruption. Further tariffs of up to 150 percent will
apply to certain cargo-handling equipment, such as
rubber-tire gantry cranes and related components.

Washington'’s earlier decision followed a trade review
concluding that Chinese industrial practices were
unfairly disadvantaging U.S. trade. The move
particularly targeted China’'s dominance in global
shipbuilding, which accounts for over half of global
output, compared to just 0.1 percent for the U.S.
[Anadolu Ajansi] [AP News] [Reuters 2]

China tightens controls on Nvidia Al chips at ports

China has also reportedly stepped up enforcement of
U.S. semiconductor import restrictions, targeting
Nvidia's Al processors, as part of a broader push to
strengthen domestic chip production. Customs
authorities at major ports are now conducting rigorous
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inspections, focusing on all advanced chips subject to
U.S. export limits.

Despite restrictions, Nvidia's top-tier chips continue to
attract demand in China. While Chinese firms like
Huawei are advancing domestic alternatives, industry
sources note that Nvidia's products still outperform
local offerings. [Reuters 3] [Asia Financial]

In addition, reports indicate substantial smuggling of Al
processors. Singapore authorities are probing Al
computing firm Megaspeed, a customer of U.S.
chipmaker Nvidia, for allegedly assisting Chinese
companies in circumventing U.S. export restrictions on
advanced semiconductors. The U.S. Commerce
Department is conducting a parallel investigation,
raising concerns about Nvidia's ability to monitor its
chip sales and comply with export controls.

Megaspeed, spun off from a Chinese gaming company
in 2023, reportedly purchased nearly USD 2 billion in
Nvidia's high-end Al chips through its Malaysian
subsidiary. Reports suggest the company may have
used these chips in Southeast Asian data centers to
provide computing power to clients in China, exploiting
loopholes in U.S. restrictions. [CNBC 2] [Tom's
Hardware]

Beijing targets U.S. chipmaker Qualcomm in antitrust
probe

China’s State Administration for Market Regulation
(SAMR) has opened an antitrust investigation into U.S.
chipmaker Qualcomm, citing possible violations of
China's anti-monopoly law.

The probe concerns Qualcomm’s acquisition of Israeli
vehicle semiconductor firm Autotalks. In June,
Qualcomm completed the Autotalks deal to strengthen
its “vehicle-to-everything” technologies.

Qualcomm, which earns about 46 percent of its
revenue from China, remains vulnerable to regulatory
pressure. The investigation revives earlier tensions—
most notably the 2015 case that saw Qualcomm fined
nearly USD 1 billion—and highlights Beijing's use of
competition law as a strategic tool in its technological
contest with Washington. Beijing's antitrust
enforcement has also targeted Nvidia over its
acquisition of Mellanox Technologies and raised
security concerns about its H20 chips. [SCMP 1]

U.S. plans to block Chinese airlines from Russian Airspace,
export control on Boeing parts
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On the other side, the Trump administration has
suggested prohibiting Chinese airlines from using
Russian airspace on flights to and from the United
States, arguing that the practice gives them a cost and
time advantage over American carriers.

China's carriers have benefited from overflight rights in
Russia, while U.S. airlines and other foreign operators
remain restricted following retaliatory measures after
the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine. The U.S.
Department of Transportation framed the ban as
necessary to address competitive imbalances,
although it would not apply to cargo-only flights.

The policy could affect carriers including Air China,
China Eastern, Xiamen Airlines, and China Southern.
Shares of these airlines fell modestly on Friday,
reflecting investor concerns, especially as the three
state-owned carriers have struggled financially with
consecutive losses since the COVID-19 pandemic.
[Reuters 4]

Beijing has denounced the plan warning that such
restrictions could ultimately harm American
businesses and disrupt bilateral exchanges. China’s
foreign ministry called on Washington to assess the
domestic implications of the policy, stressing that
limiting Chinese airlines would increase costs for global
travelers. The proposal targets carriers including Air
China, China Eastern, Xiamen Airlines, and China
Southern, with a potential implementation date as
early as November. [SCMP 2]

The U.S. is also considering imposing export controls
on Boeing aircraft parts, Trump announced. China
remains a key market for Boeing, though its share in
Boeing's order book has dropped from 25 percent to
below percent amid strained relations. Chinese airlines
currently operate nearly 1,900 Boeing aircraft, mostly
737 models, and have more than 200 on order.

The potential measure highlights growing competition
between U.S. and Chinese aerospace industries. While
Boeing faces market pressure, China is seeking to
strengthen its own aircraft manufacturing sector
through COMAC's C919 jet. [Reuters 5]

Millions of Chinese electronics removed from major U.S.
online retailers

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has
intensified its crackdown on Chinese electronics in the
U.S., prompting major online retailers to remove
millions of listings for prohibited items. FCC Chair
Brendan Carr said the removed products—including
home security cameras and smartwatches from
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Huawei, ZTE, Hikvision, and Dahua—either appear on
the U.S. list of barred equipment or were not
authorized by the agency. Carr emphasized that
companies are now implementing processes to
prevent future prohibited sales.

On October 28, the agency plans to vote on tightening
restrictions on telecommunications equipment from
Chinese firms, including the prohibition of previously
authorized devices containing components on the
FCC's “Covered List.” [The Economic Times] [Reuters 6]

Bilateral working-level talks held

Amid these tensions, both sides held working-level
talks on October 13, with Beijing urging Washington to
demonstrate genuine commitment to dialogue. China’s
Ministry of Commerce criticized the US for coupling
negotiations with threats of new sanctions and tariffs,
calling such tactics counterproductive.

US officials signaled continued engagement, with
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent confirming upcoming
staff-level talks in Washington and meetings in Asia
with Chinese counterparts ahead of the scheduled
APEC summit. [SCMP 3]

China blacklists Canadian chip research
firm over Huawei report

(dql) Citing efforts to safeguard national security and
sovereignty, China has placed Canadian semiconductor
consultancy Techlinsights on its “unreliable entity list.”
The move bars Chinese firms and individuals from
sharing data or conducting business with it.

TechlInsights is among 14 blacklisted foreign
organizations accused of military or technological
cooperation with Taiwan, making “malicious” remarks
about China, or aiding foreign governments in curbing
Chinese companies. The list also includes nine of
Techinsights’ subsidiaries, such as Strategy Analytics,
and the Halifax International Security Forum in
Canada. [Reuters]

The move follows TechlInsights' reports claiming that
Huawei's advanced Al processors contained
components from major Asian semiconductor
manufacturers, including TSMC, Samsung, and SK
Hynix—findings that reignited concerns over possible
circumvention of U.S. sanctions. TechlInsights has long
been known for its teardown analyses that expose
supply chains of Chinese tech products, including
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Huawei's 7-nanometre Kirin chips, which signaled
China’'s unexpected progress despite restrictions.

The decision coincides with Washington's own
expansion of export controls against Chinese entities
accused of supporting militant drone operations,
highlighting the escalating tit-for-tat dynamic between
the two powers over control of critical technologies.
[SCMP] [CNBC]

China and Italy seek deeper strategic and
economic cooperation

(dql) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Italian
Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani met on October 8 in
Rome during the 12th Joint Meeting of the China-Italy
Government Committee to discuss bilateral and global
issues, including the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and the
Ukraine crisis. Both leaders emphasized strengthening
economic and trade ties, with bilateral trade exceeding
USD 80 billion, and reaffirmed support for free trade
and multilateralism.

Wang called for stronger, more dynamic cooperation
between China and Italy, highlighting recent high-level
exchanges and the adoption of a new action plan to
consolidate the comprehensive strategic partnership.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

He proposed modernizing the intergovernmental
mechanism into a more systematic and targeted
“version 2.0,” emphasizing strategic alignment, faster
implementation of the three-year plan, enhanced
agenda-setting, institutional exchanges, and business-
to-business linkages. Wang also encouraged local-level
initiatives to expand trade, cultural exchange, and
people-to-people interaction. He highlighted China's
unilateral visa-free policy for Italian citizens and
encouraged expanded practical cooperation to benefit
both countries’ economies and peoples.

Tajani stressed Italy’s commitment to dialogue-based
resolution of international disputes, adherence to the
one-China policy, and readiness to collaborate with
China on global supply chain stability. [Anadolu Ajansi]
[The Diplomatic Insight]

Netherlands takes control of Chinese
semiconductor manufacturer

(dqgl) The Dutch government has taken unprecedented
action to safeguard national and European
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technological security by intervening in the operations
of Nexperia, a semiconductor manufacturer owned by
China’s Wingtech Technology. The Ministry of
Economic Affairs cited “serious administrative
shortcomings” and the risk of critical knowledge and
production capacity leaving the Netherlands and
Europe. [Ministry of Economic Affairs, The
Netherlands]

Under the rarely used 1952 Goods Availability Act,
invoked for the first time, the government can now
block or reverse company decisions deemed harmful
to Dutch or European strategic interests. The move
reflects growing concern across Europe over foreign
control of key technology sectors amid intensifying
global competition in the semiconductor industry.

The intervention followed the suspension and
subsequent removal of Wingtech's top executive,
Zhang Xuezheng, by the Amsterdam Court of Appeal,
signaling internal instability within the parent
company. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Nexperia has faced prior regulatory scrutiny: in the
U.S., it was added to the national security “entity list” in
December 2024, and in the U.K., it sold a silicon chip
plant over security concerns. [BBC]

Beijing sharply criticized the Dutch action, accusing The
Hague of “politicizing economic issues” and engaging in
“discriminatory practices” against Chinese firms.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Switzerland-China strategic dialogue
advances cooperation and trade ties

(dgl) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with his
Swiss counterpart Ignazio Cassis on October 10 in
Ticino for the fourth round of the Switzerland-China
strategic dialogue, aimed at strengthening bilateral
cooperation and updating their decade-old free trade
agreement. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China] [Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs, Switzerland]

The ministers described the discussions as “frank and
constructive,” highlighting efforts to modernize the
2014 free trade deal and deepen political, economic,
scientific, and cultural collaboration. The updated pact
especially aims to make bilateral trade more
predictable, sustainable, and aligned with open,
balanced globalization.

Both sides emphasized expanding cooperation in
finance, human rights, environmental protection,
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green development, and artificial intelligence,
reflecting a shared interest in promoting open,
inclusive, and balanced globalization.

On the multilateral front, Switzerland and China
reaffirmed support for a rules-based international
order centered on the UN. Bern welcomed China’s
proposal to create an International Organization for
Mediation, leveraging Switzerland's longstanding
expertise in diplomacy and conflict resolution.
[Anadolu Ajansi]

The talks come as Switzerland is pivoting east to
diversify its economy and strengthen relations with
China following record-high U.S. tariffs on exports. The
outcomes of the dialogue underscores Switzerland's
response to rising geopolitical tensions and economic
pressure from Washington, particularly affecting its
advanced manufacturing and pharmaceutical sectors.
While deepening engagement with China, Cassis
emphasized that Switzerland remains committed to
constructive relations with Western allies, seeking a
balanced approach in global trade and diplomacy.
[Cryptopalitan]

Chinese firm'’s plan to build UK'’s largest
wind turbine factory sparks security
debate

(dqgl) Chinese energy giant Ming Yang, one of the
world’s largest private manufacturers of wind turbines,
has unveiled plans to build the United Kingdom's
largest wind turbine manufacturing facility at the
Ardersier Green Freeport in Scotland, a GBP 1.5 billion
(USD 1.92 billion) project expected to create up to
1,500 jobs by 2028. The initiative, which would initially
involve a GBP 750 million (USD 960 million) investment,
aims to establish a major offshore wind production
and supply-chain hub in Britain, with second phase
expanding the facility for the floating offshore wind
sector, and a third phase producing control systems
and other key components.

The company, China's largest private wind turbine
manufacturer, has been negotiating with both the UK
and Scottish governments for two years. It recently
signed an agreement with Octopus, the UK's largest
electricity supplier, to explore using Ming Yang's
technology in its wind projects. [BBC] [Reuters]

However, the plan has stirred political debate.
Conservative MP Nick Timothy previously warned that
Chinese-backed investments in critical infrastructure
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could pose national security risks, citing Ming Yang's
links to state subsidies.

The UK government responded that any approval
would comply with national security requirements,
while the Scottish government welcomed the potential
economic benefits and strategic value for the offshore
wind sector. [The Herald]

Modi and Trump reaffirm trade talks amid
U.S. tariff escalation; new U.S. envoy
begins outreach in Delhi

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S.
President Donald Trump have reaffirmed their
commitment to advancing trade negotiations despite
mounting economic friction following Washington's
decision to double tariffs on Indian exports. The issue
dominated discussions during a phone call between
the two leaders earlier in the week and in subsequent
meetings between Modi and newly appointed U.S.
Ambassador to India Sergio Gor during his first visit to
New Delhi.

Ambassador Gor said he met with Modi to discuss key
bilateral priorities, including trade, defense,
technology, and critical minerals, emphasizing the
strategic significance of supply chain cooperation
between the two countries. Gor, confirmed by the U.S.
Senate as both Ambassador to India and Special Envoy
for South and Central Asian Affairs, also held talks with
India’s Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. Modi welcomed
him publicly, expressing confidence that his tenure
would further strengthen the India-U.S.
Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership.

The visit comes amid renewed trade tensions following
President Trump's decision to impose 50 percent tariffs
on most Indian exports—up from 25 percent—citing
India’s continued imports of Russian oil. The tariffs
affect roughly USD 50 billion worth of exports,
primarily in labor-intensive sectors such as textiles,
gems and jewelry, and seafood. India rejected U.S.
accusations that its oil purchases fund Moscow's war in
Ukraine, pointing instead to ongoing Western trade
with Russia as evidence of double standards.

In response to the tariff shock, Modi's government
recently implemented sweeping tax reductions on
consumer goods and automobiles, described as the
largest overhaul since 2017, while maintaining heavy
public investment in infrastructure to offset trade
losses. Roughly one-fifth of India’s total exports in 2024
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went to the United States, with the new tariffs
impacting about three-quarters of all goods shipped
there.

Both governments have confirmed that a new round of
trade talks is expected soon, either in Washington or
New Delhi, as part of efforts to restore momentum in
negotiations that both Modi and Trump described as
showing “good progress.” [Reuters] [Reuters]

India and UK deepen defense and trade
partnership through multi-billion-dollar
deals

(Im) India and the United Kingdom have announced a
series of major defense and economic agreements
during British Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s two-day
visit to Mumbai, marking a deepening of strategic and
commercial ties between the two countries. The visit
followed the signing of a new trade deal in July and was
accompanied by the largest British business delegation
ever to visit India, including leaders from industry,
academia, and technology.

The two governments concluded a GBP 350 million
(USD 468 million) contract for Lightweight Multirole
Missiles produced by Thales in Northern Ireland. In
addition, they signed the next phase of a GBP 250
million (USD 334 million) agreement to co-develop
electric-powered engines for naval ships, part of a
broader effort to build a complex weapons
partnership. These defense deals come as India
continues to diversify its military procurement away
from long-standing dependence on Russia toward
Western suppliers such as the United Kingdom, France,
Israel, and the United States.

On the economic side, both prime ministers hailed
their new bilateral trade agreement as potentially
transformative. It is designed to cut tariffs on goods
ranging from textiles to whisky and automobiles and to
expand market access for companies in both the
world's fifth- and sixth-largest economies. The deal is
expected to boost bilateral trade by GBP 25.5 billion
(USD 34 billion) by 2040. During the visit, 64 Indian
companies announced planned investments worth
GBP 1.3 billion (USD 1.75 billion) in the United
Kingdom, expected to create thousands of jobs.

Starmer and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi also
unveiled new cooperation in artificial intelligence,
critical minerals, connectivity, and green technologies,
including plans for a joint Al center and a critical
minerals industry guild to strengthen supply chains.
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Modi emphasized the synergy between “India’s
dynamism and the UK's expertise,” while Starmer
described the agreements as a “launch pad” for future
cooperation.

Despite their alignment on trade and defense, London
and New Delhi continue to differ on issues such as
India’s energy ties with Russia. Nevertheless, both
sides underscored mutual respect for strategic
independence and a shared interest in expanding
practical collaboration across sectors from technology
to higher education, with two UK universities receiving
approval to establish campuses in India. [Daily Mirror]
[Reuters]

India and Canada agree on new roadmap
for relations

(ms) India and Canada agreed on a new roadmap for
their bilateral relations after talks between their
foreign ministers in New Delhi on October 13, 2025,
marking a significant step toward mending ties that
had been strained for nearly two years following the
2023 killing of Canadian Sikh separatist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar.

The two sides, led by India’s Foreign Minister S.
Jaishankar and Canada’s Foreign Minister Anita Anand,
discussed ways to deepen cooperation in trade, critical
minerals, and agriculture. Both countries emphasized
the importance of strengthening economic resilience
amid shifting global alliances and tariff pressures from
the United States.

Canada recently designated India’s Bishnoi gang as a
terrorist organization — a move that aligns with both
countries’ efforts to stabilize relations after the Nijjar
killing. Ottawa’s decision was welcomed in New Delhi,
which had long urged such action. The listing,
announced by Public Safety Minister Gary
Anandasangaree, allows Canadian authorities to freeze
assets and prosecute terrorism-related offences, and
was described as a key step toward improving law-
enforcement collaboration between the two nations.

Relations between New Delhi and Ottawa have been
gradually improving since June 2025, when Prime
Ministers Mark Carney and Narendra Modi met at the
G7 summit in Alberta. Both countries appointed new
high commissioners in August 2025 to restore full
diplomatic services.

The talks in New Delhi built on that momentum, with
Jaishankar noting that India sees Canada as a
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“complementary economy” and an “open society,”
forming the basis for a sustainable long-term
partnership.

The two ministers also announced the resumption of
the Canada-India CEO Forum and new ministerial-level
trade discussions. They reaffirmed their shared
priorities in the Indo-Pacific region and their
commitment to strengthening multilateral institutions.
[Anadolu Ajansi] [BBC] [Reuters]

India and Australia expand defense
partnership with submarine rescue and
naval cooperation pact

(Im) India and Australia have agreed to deepen their
defense partnership through a series of new initiatives
focused on maritime security, defense industry
collaboration, and submarine rescue operations. The
agreements were signed during the first annual
defense ministers dialogue in Canberra, marking the
first visit by an Indian defense minister to Australia in
more than a decade.

Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh and Australian
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Richard
Marles signed a mutual submarine rescue agreement
to enhance operational coordination between their
naval forces. The two ministers also discussed
expanding collaboration in defense technology and
agreed that India would offer maintenance and repair
services for Royal Australian Navy vessels deployed in
the Indian Ocean, underscoring India’s growing role as
a regional logistics hub.

Marles noted that the two countries’ armed forces
would increase information sharing and joint
operational coordination, describing the move as a
step from high-level strategic alignment toward “a
much deeper operational level.” Both sides reaffirmed
their commitment to closer cooperation under the
Quad framework—which includes the United States
and Japan—aimed at strengthening security and
stability across the Indo-Pacific region.

The dialogue also highlighted progress in broader
regional defense collaboration, including Australia’s
acquisition of nuclear-powered submarines under the
AUKUS partnership with the United Kingdom and the
United States, to be based in Western Australia on the
northeastern edge of the Indian Ocean. [Reuters]
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Indonesia in talks with China over high-
speed rail debt

(gp/st) Indonesia’s sovereign wealth fund, Danantara, is
now in talks with China over debt restructuring of the
high-speed rail company, PT Kereta Cepat Indonesia
China (KCIC). According to Danantara CEO Rosan
Roeslani, "We want a comprehensive reform, so that
after we restructure there will be no more things like
the possibility of default and so on in the future,”
although he did not provide details on this
comprehensive reform scheme.

The Whoosh high-speed train project, launched
commercially in October 2023, was owned 60 percent
by Indonesia and 40 percent by China. Initially, China
offered IDR 89.6 (USD 5.5 billion), although the
project's costs soon swelled to IDR 98.9 trillion (USD
6.071 billion). Further, when Whoosh became
operational, China and Indonesia agreed to additional
spending of USD 1.2 billion. The two parties agreed
that 75 percent of the cost escalation would be
covered by a new loan from the China Development
Bank and 25 percent from KCIC's equity. Now, these
unexpected costs and ambitious expansions have left
Indonesia’ sovereign wealth fund in significant debt to
China, which is charging a 3.4 percent interest rate for
the overrun costs. [Tempo]

Kereta Api Indonesia (KAI), the state-owned firm
operating the train line, is also under financial stress.
In 2024, the project recorded nearly IDR 4.2 trillion
(USD 253.1 million) in losses, over half of which was
shouldered by KAI. As such, the company's head has
referred to Whoosh as a financial “time bomb”, and
pleaded for assistance from Danantara. [Jakarta Globe]

Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa emphazised
that the state budget would not be used to pay the
debt, and that it should be managed by Danantara,
which "receives around Rp80 trillion (US$4.8 billion)
annually in SOE dividends”. [Antara]

Indonesia prepared to promote North
Korea-ASEAN ties

(st) Foreign Minister Sugiono made a statementin a
bilateral meeting with North Korean Foreign Minister
Choe Son-hui in Pyongyang expressing that Indonesia
is prepared to “facilitate closer engagement between
the DPRK and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), including through the DPRK's
enhanced participation in ASEAN-led mechanisms such
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as the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)”. The visit was the
first by an Indonesian Foreign Minister to North Korea
in 12 years, a sign of Indonesia’s ongoing commitment
to collaborating with North Korea. [Antara]

Indonesian President Prabowo caught on
hot mic asking US President Trump for
meeting with son amid controversial
business ties

(ms) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto was
caught on a live microphone asking U.S. President
Donald Trump if he could meet Trump's son Eric,
during a brief exchange on the sidelines of a Gaza
peace summit in Egypt, according to audio and video
released by multiple media outlets.

The two leaders spoke privately after Trump delivered
remarks celebrating a ceasefire agreement between
Israel and Hamas. In the recording, Prabowo refers to
an area that is “not safe, security-wise,” before asking:
“Can | meet Eric?” Trump replies: “I'll have Eric call.
Should | do that? He's such a good boy.” Prabowo
responds, “We’ll look for a better place,” adding, “Eric or
Don Jr.”

The exchange, apparently unintentional, has drawn
scrutiny given the Trump Organization’'s ongoing
projects in Indonesia, including a golf resort outside
Jakarta and another luxury development in Bali, both
listed as “coming soon” on the company’s website. Eric
Trump and his brother Donald Trump Jr. serve as
executive vice presidents of the family business.

It remains unclear whether the conversation referred
to official matters or private business ties. Neither the
White House nor the Indonesian government has
commented.

The episode comes as Trump faces renewed concerns
over potential conflicts of interest, with ethics experts
warning that his global real estate ventures — now
expanding in Southeast Asia — could blur the line
between U.S. foreign policy and family business
interests.

Trump, who claims to have relinquished day-to-day
control of his companies to his sons, has faced similar
controversy during his first term. [Reuters] [The
Guardian]
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Japan's Takaichi criticizes China's human
rights record in Inner Mongolia

(ay) Sanae Takaichi, the newly elected leader of the
Liberal Democratic Party, has criticized China’'s human
rights policies in the Inner Mongolian Autonomous
Region. In a message sent to a political rally on the
issue, Takaichi expressed anger at the “repression” by
the Chinese Communist Party, referring to the region
as “Southern Mongolia.”

She sent the message in her capacity as head of an
LDP parliamentary group that supports ethnic
Mongolians in the region, who have reportedly faced
oppressive policies such as the curbing of Mongolian
language education.

The statement from the well-known China hawk signals
a potentially more confrontational diplomatic posture
towards Beijing under her potential leadership.
[Mainichi Shimbun]

Japan-Philippines reciprocal access
agreement implemented for first time

(ay) Japan and the Philippines have implemented their
Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) for the first time,
expediting Japanese troop movements to deliver relief
supplies following an earthquake in the Philippines.

While humanitarian in nature, the mission
demonstrates the operational utility of the RAA and
tests procedures for joint deployment.

Analysts view it as a milestone in defense cooperation
amid rising tensions—especially with China—in the
South China Sea and deepening trilateral coordination
with the United States. [The Japan Times] [Mainichi
Shimbun]

Japan’s Sojitz to develop major
international airport in Uzbekistan

(dqgl) Sojitz Corporation—a major Japanese general
trading and investment company—is set to spearhead
one of Central Asia’s largest infrastructure projects: a
new international airport in Uzbekistan’s capital
Tashkent. Construction is slated to begin in 2025 and
conclude by 2028, with total costs estimated at USD 1
billion. The airport, developed through a public-private
partnership with Saudi Arabia’s Vision Invest, will have
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an annual capacity of 20 million passengers and
support over 40 take-offs and landings per hour,
positioning it as the region’s largest aviation hub.

Uzbekistan's consistent GDP growth of around 6
percent per year, combined with favorable tax policies,
has attracted increasing Japanese investment, with the
number of Japanese companies in the country
doubling over the past five years to 54. [Kun.UZ]

In 2024, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev met with a
Japanese delegation, including Japan Bank for
International Cooperation (JBIC) Chairman Tadashi
Maeda and Sojitz representatives, agreeing on a three-
year cooperation program and a strategic roadmap for
high-tech sectors. JBIC currently backs over USD 3.7
billion in joint ventures in Uzbekistan, spanning
petrochemicals, textiles, energy, and infrastructure.

The project highlights Japan's expanding influence in
Central Asia through strategic infrastructure and
energy investments, reinforcing bilateral ties with
Uzbekistan. [The Times of Central Asia]

U.S. Pentagon nominee urges Japan to
strengthen defence spending

(ay) John Noh, the nominee for the Pentagon'’s top Asia
post, has criticised Japan for historically underinvesting
in its defence capabilities and called for a substantial
increase in spending to address security challenges
posed by China and North Korea.

In testimony before the Senate Armed Services
Committee, Noh emphasised that Japan must develop
a “denial defense” strategy to protect its archipelago
and reinforce regional collective security. His remarks
underscore Washington's longstanding position that
Japan should raise defence expenditure, with the
Pentagon previously recommending a target of 5
percent of GDP.

Japanese authorities have traditionally prioritised a
quality-over-quantity approach in defence planning.
Observers note that Noh's testimony may intensify
expectations for Tokyo to expand its military budget in
response to evolving regional threats. [The Japan
Times]

Japan’s Self-Defense Force to train
Ukrainian soldiers in mine removal
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(ay) Japan's Ministry of Defense announced on October
10 that Japan will dispatch two Ground Self-Defense
Force instructors to Lithuania to train Ukrainian
military personnel in mine removal. The training will
take place from 3 November to 5 December and will
include lectures and practical exercises on explosive
ordnance disposal.

This deployment is part of a Europe-led multilateral
initiative to support Ukraine that Japan joined in 2023.
[Ministry of Defense, Japan] [The Japan Times]

Japan, Syria explore enhanced disaster
management cooperation

(dqgl) During a meeting on disaster management, Syrian
Minister Raed Al-Saleh and Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) Middle East Office Director
Tosaka Sota discussed expanding cooperation on early
warning systems, emergency response, and mine
clearance.

Held on October 13 in Damascus, the talks focused on
enhancing Syria’s ability to respond rapidly to
emergencies. Al-Saleh emphasized the importance of
drawing on Japanese expertise to train local personnel
and strengthen national disaster preparedness,
highlighting Japan’s experience in building resilient
communities. Sota underscored JICA's readiness to
provide technical assistance and training programs to
support safer communities and more effective disaster
management systems in Syria.

The meeting is part of Syria’s broader effort to
reinforce its emergency infrastructure and deepen
collaboration with international partners in
humanitarian and development sectors. [Sana]

Laos-Vietnam strengthen cooperation
across sectors

(ms) Laos and Vietnam have reaffirmed their
commitment to deepen cooperation across diplomacy,
defense, education, and local governance as both
countries mark key milestones in their long-standing
special relationship.

On October 9, Lao Minister of Foreign Affairs
Thongsavanh Phomvihane received Vietnamese
Ambassador Nguyen Minh Tam in Vientiane, who
conveyed congratulations on the 80th anniversary of
the Lao diplomatic service.
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In parallel, a Laos-Vietnam border cooperation
meeting was held in Vientiane on October 10 between
Lao Defence Minister Sen. Lt. Gen. Khamlieng
Outhakaysone and Lt. Gen. Le Duc Thai, Commander
of the Vietnam Border Guard. The two sides signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on Comprehensive
Cooperation for 2025, focusing on combating cross-
border drug and human trafficking, enhancing joint
patrols, and strengthening border security.

Local-level collaboration also advanced, with
Oudomxay province and Vietnam's Dien Bien province
exchanging experiences on administrative reform and
digital governance. Both provinces agreed to expand
cooperation in personnel training, border trade,
tourism, and crime prevention.

In education, a joint training program on primary
school quality assessment opened in Vientiane,
equipping Lao officials and teachers with practical skills
in education quality management under the 2021-
2030 cooperation framework. [Lao News Agency 1]
[Lao News Agency 2] [Lao News Agency 3] [Lao News
Agency 4]

Laos holds rare talks with North Korea in
Pyongyang

(ms) Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith met North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang to reaffirm
long-standing ties between the two socialist states,
marking a rare high-level visit to the heavily sanctioned
country.

According to North Korean state media and the Lao
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kim personally greeted
Thongloun with full honors. The two leaders then held
official talks at the Workers' Party of Korea
headquarters, discussing ways to deepen cooperation
between their parties, governments, and peoples.

Thongloun'’s visit, which took place October 7-8,
coincided with the 60th anniversary of the first summit
between Laos' revolutionary founder Kaysone
Phomvihane and North Korea’s Kim Il Sung, as well as
the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between
the two countries. Kim described the meeting as a
“historic milestone” in bilateral relations and expressed
confidence it would elevate cooperation to new levels.

Thongloun thanked Kim and the North Korean people
for their warm welcome and reiterated Laos'
commitment to strengthening traditional friendship
and solidarity. The Lao leader’s trip comes ahead of
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North Korea's ruling party anniversary celebrations on
October 10, which are also expected to be attended by
Chinese Premier Li Qiang and Vietnam’s Communist
Party chief To Lam.

The visit marks a notable moment of engagement for
Pyongyang, which remains under extensive
international sanctions over its nuclear and missile
programs and has largely restricted foreign visitors
since the pandemic.

Observers see the meeting as a symbolic reaffirmation
of Cold War-era ties among socialist nations in Asia,
underscoring continued political solidarity despite
global isolation. [Reuters] [The Nation]

Thai Prime Minister to visit Laos on
October 16

(ms) Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul will pay
an official visit to Laos on October 16 at the invitation
of Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, the Lao
government announced.

The visit aims to strengthen bilateral ties and advance
cooperation under the Strategic Partnership for
Sustainable Growth and Development, which focuses
on trade, connectivity, and investment along the
Mekong subregion. Both leaders are expected to
discuss infrastructure links, energy collaboration, and
cross-border tourism initiatives, underscoring the
growing importance of Laos-Thailand relations in
regional integration. [Lao News Agency]

Laos, Russia mark 65 years of relations
with renewed security and energy
cooperation

(ms) Laos and Russia celebrated 65 years of diplomatic
relations with a ceremony in Vientiane on September
9, reaffirming their long-standing partnership and
pledging to expand cooperation in defense, trade, and
energy.

The event, attended by Foreign Minister Thongsavanh
Phomvihane and Russian Ambassador Vladimir Kalinin,
highlighted the enduring ties between the two nations
since the establishment of relations in 1960.

While official statements focused on friendship and
mutual respect, the anniversary comes amid a
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deepening of Laos-Russia cooperation in security and
strategic affairs. Over the past year, Lao and Russian
forces have conducted joint military exercises
emphasizing counterterrorism and border defense.
Russian defense officials have also visited Vientiane to
discuss training and technical assistance, fueling
speculation that Laos may even contribute limited
personnel to Russia’s war efforts in the Ukraine -
though Lao authorities have not confirmed any such
plans.

In the energy sector, cooperation has accelerated
under a 2023 memorandum on peaceful nuclear
development, which laid out a roadmap for
establishing a national nuclear research center in Laos
with Russian support. The project, framed as part of
Laos's strategy for energy diversification and scientific
development, has drawn regional attention amid
growing competition for influence in mainland
Southeast Asia.

Moscow remains one of Vientiane's key political
partners, providing defense training, scholarships, and
technical expertise over decades. Both governments
reiterated that the partnership is based on mutual
trust and non-interference, and vowed to continue
aligning through the ASEAN-Russia dialogue
framework and the Eurasian Economic Union's
outreach to Southeast Asia. [Lao news Agency]

Malaysian foreign minister visits
Myanmar for talks on upcoming election

(tl’/dqgl) Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan
visited Myanmar on October 9 to urge the military
regime to hold the planned December general election
nationwide, inclusive of all political parties and
stakeholders. He emphasized the need for free, fair,
transparent, and credible elections, while calling for an
immediate cessation of attacks on civilians and
adherence to ASEAN's five-point consensus, including
ceasefires and humanitarian access. Malaysia offered
to facilitate dialogue among all Myanmar stakeholders.

Junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, backed by
China, Russia, and India, signaled little willingness to
compromise, intending to conduct the election under
strict military control despite governing less than half
the country. The regime has banned dozens of parties,
including Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy (NLD), which won over 82 percent of the
vote in 2020. Observers and opposition groups widely
condemn the election as a sham designed to legitimize
military rule.
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Experts note Malaysia’s engagement as a cautious fact-
finding effort, reflecting ASEAN's limited leverage amid
ongoing violence. Regional implications include cross-
border crime, scams, and humanitarian risks affecting
neighboring states, notably Thailand, which could play
a more active role in supporting dialogue,
humanitarian corridors, and responsible trade. [Nikkei
Asia]

Malaysia, Brazil extend new partnership
for semiconductor industry

(tl) Malaysia is broadening its global trade network by
pursuing new semiconductor and technology
collaborations with emerging markets. Investment,
Trade and Industry Deputy Minister (MITI) Liew Chin
Tong said that Malaysia plans to sign a Memorandum
of Cooperation (MoC) with Brazil for semiconductor
partnership and is in talks with India for similar deals
to include other sectors.

He stressed that government seeks to deepen the
relations with Bangladesh and Pakistan through
technology transfer and cooperation as well as BRICS
and other development nations. The initiative aligns
with the government's long-term strategy to diversify
export and reduce reliance on traditional Western
markets, particularly the United States.

Liew added that Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim will visit
Africa in November to further expand Malaysia’s trade
partnerships and explore new markets. [Malay Mail]

Maldives to maintain Israeli passport ban
despite Gaza ceasefire

(Im) The Maldivian government has confirmed that its
ban on Israeli passport holders will remain in force
despite the recent ceasefire agreement between Israel
and Hamas. Attorney General Ahmed Usham stated
that the restriction would stay in place until “a widely
supported two-state solution” is achieved, reiterating
that the policy is tied to the broader political resolution
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict rather than short-
term developments.

The entry ban was introduced through amendments to
the Immigration Act on April 15, prohibiting Israeli
passport holders from entering the country “until Israel
stops the inhumane attacks it launched on the
Palestinian people on October 7, 2023." The Maldives
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remains one of the few countries enforcing such a
measure, underscoring its longstanding support for
Palestinian statehood.

At the United Nations General Assembly in September,
Foreign Minister Abdulla Khaleel reiterated the
Maldives' position, condemning what he described as
Israel's “genocide in Gaza” and calling for the creation
of an independent Palestinian state based on pre-1967
borders with East Jerusalem as its capital. [The Sun]

Mongolia hold talks with China to launch
fuel trade amid concerns over Russian
supply stability

(fs) The governments of China and Mongolia are
holding discussions on initiating trade in petroleum
products, particularly gasoline, as Mongolia seeks to
diversify its energy sources.

Minister of Industry and Natural Resources Gongoryn
Damdinnyam confirmed the talks, citing uncertainty in
Russia’s fuel market as a key motivation. Although
Russia has pledged to maintain stable fuel deliveries,
China has shown readiness to supply petroleum
products in adequate quantities and to hold regular
procurement negotiations.

Specific measures to advance the cooperation are
expected to be discussed at the next Cabinet meeting.
Damdinnyam underscored that ensuring national fuel
reserves sufficient for three to six months remains a
strategic goal, requiring about USD 2 billion in funding.

Currently, Mongolia imports around 95 percent of its
fuel from Russia. The potential deal with China would
represent a major shift in Mongolia's energy policy,
aiming to strengthen energy security, reduce
dependence on a single supplier, and reshape regional
trade relations. [Azernews]

Mongolia, Czech Republic strengthen
environmental and agricultural ties

(fs) Members of Mongolia's Standing Committee on
Environment, Food, and Agriculture met with Czech
Republic Senate Deputy Speaker Jitka Seitlova on
October 13 to discuss strengthening bilateral relations.

Seitlova praised past cooperation between legislative
bodies and expressed hopes for continued
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collaboration. Member of Parliament Zoljargal
Jargalsaikhan emphasized the joint implementation of
projects, including forest resource research, water
protection, wildlife conservation efforts, and
advancements in Mongolia’s livestock and dairy
industries.

Both sides agreed to further enhance cooperation in
environmental conservation, focusing on endangered
species like the Mazaalai bear and wild Bactrian camel.
[Montsame]

Malaysia refutes Myanmar’s claim of
sending election observers

(anl) Despite the Myanmar junta’s claim last week that
Malaysia would send a team to monitor its upcoming
election, Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad Hassan
made no mention of such a plan during his October 9
visit to Myanmar where he met with coup leader Min
Aung Hlaing, Prime Minister Nyo Saw, and foreign
affairs officials. He only stated that Malaysia's Election
Commission had received an invitation to send
observers.

On October 10, junta media reported that Mohamad
had expressed satisfaction with preparations for the
planned multi-party election and pledged ASEAN
cooperation to make it “as inclusive as possible.” The
regime further claimed that Malaysia would dispatch
election observer teams.

However, Malaysia's foreign ministry issued a
statement the same day clarifying that Hassan merely
told the junta the issue of election observers would be
discussed by ASEAN member states at the upcoming
47th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia
currently holds the ASEAN chairmanship.

Mohamad also emphasized that any election in
Myanmar must adhere to democratic principles—
being free, fair, transparent, and inclusive of all
political parties and stakeholders. He reiterated
ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus, urging the junta to end
violence, implement ceasefires, ensure unhindered
humanitarian access, and engage in inclusive dialogue
with all stakeholders.

The planned election has been unanimously rejected
by Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government
(NUG), its advisory bodies, elected lawmakers, and
ethnic revolutionary organizations involved in this
year's ASEAN Stakeholder Engagement Meetings.
According to the NUG, participants denounced the poll
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as a facade to legitimize military rule, arguing it violates
the Five-Point Consensus and international democratic
norms.

They urged ASEAN not to recognize any election
organized by the junta, asserting that such a vote
would lack legitimacy.

The election commission plans to hold the first phase
of voting in 102 townships on December 28. [The
[rrawaddy]

Myanmar, Thailand to finalize new gas
contracts for Yadana, Zawtika and
offshore Projects

(su) Myanmar and Thailand have discussed the need to
accelerate new agreements to increase natural gas
production from the Yadana and Zawtika projects and
to launch new offshore developments, according to
government sources.

On October 10, Union Energy Minister U Ko Ko Lwin
met with Montri Rawanchaikul, CEO of PTTEP
International Limited. PTTEP is a joint venture partner
with Myanmar's Ministry of Energy.

During the meeting, PTTEP presented plans to drill new
wells to reverse declining output at the Yadana and
Zawtika fields, stressing the need to quickly finalize
contracts for new offshore exploration. The minister
urged the company to begin production from the new
Zawtika wells in early 2026. He also stated that the
government is preparing to bring the Aung Thein Kha
offshore project online by 2028 to supply domestic
power generation and called for swift contract signings
to support this timeline.

The minister highlighted opportunities for investment
in new offshore projects with “good guarantees” and
invited Thai and other investors to participate in LNG
import, storage, and distribution infrastructure
through Kanpauk in Tanintharyi Region. [Eleven Media
Group] [Mizzima]

Irish foreign minister confirms serious
concerns over Myanmar junta elections

(su) Ireland’s Foreign Minister Simon Harris has
confirmed that both Ireland and the European Union
(EU) hold “serious concerns” over the Myanmar military
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regime’s plans to hold elections in December, amid
escalating violence and widespread rights violations.

The statement came in response to a Parliamentary
Question raised on October 7 by Deputy Paul Murphy,
following advocacy by the Chin Human Rights
Organization (CHRO) in Dublin. Murphy urged the
government to refuse recognition of any junta-
organized polls, citing ongoing airstrikes and forced
displacement ahead of the planned vote.

Harris condemned the worsening humanitarian and
human rights situation, noting that millions remain
displaced, and civilian spaces are under attack. He
highlighted the lack of conditions for free and fair
elections, pointing to the dissolution of opposition
parties, restrictions on civil society and media, and new
laws imposing severe penalties on activities deemed to
“disturb” the elections.

He reaffirmed that Ireland would continue to work with
EU partners and at the UN to keep Myanmar's crisis on
the international agenda, calling for inclusive dialogue
to restore democracy and stability. [Mizzima]

Chinese Premier’s visit to Pyongyang
illustrates growing relationship

(sm) Chinese Premier Li Qiang arrived in Pyongyang on
October 9, marking the first visit by a Chinese premier
in almost 16 years and coinciding with celebrations for
the 80th anniversary of the Workers' Party (see article
in this edition).

During a meeting with North Korean leader Kim Jong-
Un, the two leaders pledged to promote what they
called the “dynamic development” of bilateral ties
through expanded cooperation and regular high-level
exchanges. [Xinhua]

The visit follows Kim's recent attendance at China's
Victory Day military parade in September,
underscoring the growing political alignment between
Beijing and Pyongyang. [South China Morning Post]
[The Korea Herald]

For North Korea, Li's visit provided a high-profile
opportunity to reaffirm its most critical alliance amid
sanctions and regional uncertainty. Beyond
strengthening economic and political ties, the
engagement also served to showcase North Korea's
capacity to attract senior level foreign delegations
despite isolation from the world.
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The timing reflects Pyongyang's strategic intent to
demonstrate diplomatic relevance ahead of the APEC
summit in South Korea later this month, while China’s
presence signals Beijing's desire to maintain influence
and stability on the peninsula as tensions escalate
between Washington and its regional allies.

North Korea, Russia reaffirm strategic
alliance

(dqgl) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un met Dmitry
Medvedev, deputy chairman of the Russian Security
Council and head of the United Russia party, on
October 10, reaffirming his commitment to deepening
ties with Moscow amid Pyongyang's support for
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Kim praised MedvedeV's visit—made to mark the 80th
anniversary of the Workers' Party of Korea (WPK)—as a
“significant opportunity” to advance the relationship
into a comprehensive strategic alliance. He expressed
hopes for closer institutional cooperation and
expanded exchanges between the WPK and United
Russia.

Medvedeyv, for his part, hailed the “bravery and
sacrifice” of North Korean forces allegedly fighting
alongside Russia in Ukraine, calling it proof of the
“blood-forged” and “invincible” bond between the two
nations, Pyongyang's readout of the meeting said.
[KCNA]

He reaffirmed Moscow's commitment to fully
implement its obligations under the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership Agreement with North Korea.
Medvedev emphasized that the treaty, signed during
President Vladimir Putin’s visit last year, forms a “solid
legal foundation” for the two countries’ alliance and
includes provisions for mutual military and other
assistance in the event of an armed attack. [Anadolu
Ajansi]

In a joint statement released October 9, United Russia
voiced “firm support” for North Korea's efforts to
strengthen its defense capabilities—language analysts
interpret as tacit endorsement of Pyongyang's nuclear
weapons program. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

U.S. clarifies missile sustainment contract
after reports of new arms sale to
Pakistan, other countries
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(Im) The United States Department of War has
confirmed that Pakistan's inclusion in a recent USD
41.7 million contract with Raytheon Missiles & Defense,
a major U.S. defense contractor, concerns only
sustainment and spare parts for existing Advanced
Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAMSs), and not
the sale of new systems.

The clarification came after regional media reports
suggested that Islamabad would receive advanced
AMRAAM variants under a Foreign Military Sales
arrangement, potentially signaling a defense upgrade.
The Department of War's announcement on
September 30 had listed Pakistan among more than 30
countries—including the United Kingdom, Germany,
Japan, Saudi Arabia, and Singapore—as participants in
the program.

The U.S. Embassy in India later stated that “no part of
this contract modification involves deliveries of new
AMRAAMSs to Pakistan,” explaining that it instead
covers maintenance and sustainment of weapons
already in Pakistan's inventory. The embassy further
described such contract notices as “routine in U.S.
defense procurement,” emphasizing that the
arrangement does not alter regional military balances.

Pakistan originally acquired 500 AIM-120C-5 missiles in
2007 for its F-16 fleet, which continues to rely on the
system for medium-range aerial engagement.
According to the Department of War, all work under
the current contract will be conducted in Tucson,
Arizona, and is expected to conclude by May 2030.
[Arab News] [JANES] [INDIA TODAY]

Expanding Pakistani-Saudi partnership
links defense, trade, and institutional
cooperation

(Im) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have significantly
broadened their partnership, extending from defense
to large-scale economic and institutional cooperation.

A senior Saudi delegation led by Prince Mansour bin
Mohammed bin Saad Al Saud concluded a weeklong
visit to Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore, signing
multiple agreements that reflect Riyadh's intent to
anchor its Vision 2030 investment strategy more firmly
in Pakistan. The trip followed the Strategic Mutual
Defense Agreement signed in September, which
pledges that any aggression against one country will be
treated as an attack on both.
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In Islamabad, the delegation met Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) to discuss projects in energy, mining,
agriculture, food processing, and construction,
including the potential revival of a USD 10 billion
refinery project in Gwadar, the deep-sea port city on
Pakistan’s Arabian Sea coast. Pakistani officials
presented around 40 investment projects worth over
USD 28 billion, covering hydropower, industrial
development, transport infrastructure, and agro-
industrial ventures. A follow-up investment forum is
scheduled in Riyadh later this month to finalize key
agreements. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2] [Arab News
3]

In Karachi, Pakistan’s largest city and commercial hub,
the two sides signed agreements to expand
investment in the energy and infrastructure sectors.
The province of Sindh, where Karachi is located, was
also promoted as a renewable energy center with
major wind and solar corridors in Jhimpir and Gharo,
about 100 kilometers east of the city, offering more
than 50,000 megawatts in potential generation
capacity. Additional accords in Sindh focused on
information technology education and youth sports
development. [Arab News 4] [Arab News 5]

In Lahore, the capital of the country’s most populous
province, Punjab, Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
announced the creation of a Saudi Industrial Estate
with a 10-year tax exemption and a one-time customs
duty waiver for Saudi investors. Saudi representatives
expressed interest in agriculture, logistics, and digital
technology, identifying Punjab’s industrial base and
transport networks as strong foundations for long-
term investment. [Arab News 6]

At the national level, Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb briefed the Saudi delegation on Pakistan's
economic reform agenda, highlighting tax
modernization, digitalization, and the transition to a
cashless economy as central to improving fiscal
discipline and attracting sustainable foreign
investment. The SIFC, a hybrid civil-military body, has
been tasked with accelerating such investments and
coordinating policy between federal and provincial
governments. [Arab News 7]

Both sides also signed a bilateral agreement on anti-
corruption and mutual legal assistance between
Pakistan’s National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and
Saudi Arabia’s Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority
(Nazaha). [Arab News 8]

Parallel to the economic engagements, a Saudi Shura
Council delegation met with Prime Minister Sharif and
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parliamentary leaders to enhance inter-parliamentary
dialogue. The Shura Council, Saudi Arabia’s advisory
legislative body, discussed mechanisms for regular
institutional exchange between the two legislatures,
adding a governance dimension to the expanding
bilateral partnership. [Arab News 9]

Pakistan and Germany move to
operationalize Islamabad’s national
carbon market under SPAR6C program

(my) Pakistan has entered the operational phase of its
national carbon market through an expanded
partnership with Germany under the Supporting
Preparedness for Article 6 Cooperation (SPAR6C)
program. Funded by the German Federal Government
and implemented by the Global Green Growth Institute
(GGGI), UNEP Copenhagen Climate Centre, and GFA
Consulting Group, the initiative is designed to build
Pakistan's capacity for emissions trading and
compliance with Article 6 of the Paris Agreement—the
provision that enables countries to trade verified
emissions reductions internationally to meet their
climate targets.

Federal Minister for Climate Change Musadik Malik
met with German and UN partners in Islamabad to
assess progress. Discussions centered on building
institutional capacity, setting pricing frameworks, and
ensuring integrity in carbon credit generation. Officials
confirmed that Pakistan's system will be aligned with
international standards to make its credits tradable
with global buyers.

A pilot project at the Lakhodair Landfill in Lahore is
being developed as the first test case for the new
system. The project is expected to capture methane
emissions from solid waste, generate saleable carbon
credits, and serve as a model for future mitigation
activities. [Arab News] [Associated Press of Pakistan]
[Daily Independent]

Tensions flare as Chinese ship rams
Philippine vessel in contested waters

(ghd) On October 12, tensions in the South China Sea
escalated after a Chinese Coast Guard (CCG) vessel
rammed and fired a water cannons at three Philippine
government ships near Thitu Island. The attack
occurred just days after Philippine authorities vowed
they would not be intimidated by Chinese harassment
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while providing support to Filipino fishermen in the
area. [Manila Bulletin1]

The confrontation occurred when the Philippine
vessels were on a resupply mission for Filipino
fishermen in the area were approached by multiple
CCG and Chinese maritime militia vessels. According to
the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), a CCG ship with bow
number 21559 fired its water cannon directly at BRP
Datu Pagbuaya, BRP Datu Bankaw, and BRP Datu
Sanday. Moments later, the CCG vessel rammed the
stern of the BRP Datu Pagbuaya while it was anchored
in the waters of Thitu Island. While the ramming
caused minor damage to the vessel, no injuries were
sustained by the crew. [Inquirer1] [Manila Bulletin2]
[Manila Bulletin3]

The Philippine government has reacted with outrage,
announcing it will file a diplomatic protest. China,
however, has offered a conflicting account, accusing
the Philippine vessel of "illegally intruding" into its
waters and maintaining that the CCG took lawful
control measures against the Philippine vessel. [DW]
[TheGuardian]

The incident has prompted reactions from the
international community. The US condemned China’s
actions and reiterated its support for the Philippines.
The EU delegation to the Philippines took note of
China's “dangerous actions” in the contested waters
and reiterated the need for restraint and respect for
the rules-based international order.

The continued aggression by China in the South China
Sea, a major international shipping lane, remains a
critical point of tension in the region. These waters,
wholly claimed by China despite a 2016 arbitral ruling
which rejected its assertions, are also claimed in part
by the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan, and
Brunei. [Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin4] [AP]

Philippine Navy narrows bid to three ex-
Japanese Abukuma-Class destroyers

(ms) The Philippine Navy (PN) is weighing the
acquisition of three—rather than the initially floated six
—Abukuma-class destroyer escorts that Japan plans to
retire, according to Flag Officer-in-Command Vice Adm.
Jose Maria Ambrosio Ezpeleta. He told a Senate finance
hearing that PN teams inspected the ships and
submitted a recommendation, but stressed there is no
assurance Tokyo will approve a transfer and, if it does,
weapons would be removed in line with Japan's export
restrictions.
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Built in the late 1980s-early 1990s, the roughly 2,000~
2,550-ton Abukumas were designed for anti-submarine
and anti-surface warfare. At about 109 meters long,
they are comparable in size to the PN's Jose Rizal-class
frigates (107 meters; ~2,600 tons), and would expand
Manila’s ability to sustain presence missions in the
West Philippine Sea. The Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force is phasing the class out as Mogami-class frigates
enter service.

Legal and policy constraints are central to the deal
calculus. Japan's post-war rules tightly circumscribe
exports of lethal equipment, allowing transfers only
under narrow exceptions; even then, demilitarization
or the removal of sensitive systems is common.
Philippine officials also note that Vietnam and
Indonesia have been mentioned as potential
recipients, which could limit availability. If a handover
proceeds, delivery would likely align with Japanese
decommissioning timelines around 2027.

The PN's pared-down interest dovetails with budget
realities and parallel modernization lines. For FY2025,
the defense plan prioritizes bringing a new Miguel
Malvar-class frigate and the first Rajah Sulayman-class
offshore patrol vessel into service, while continuing
maritime domain awareness projects. Manila and
Tokyo have also tightened defense ties through a
Reciprocal Access Agreement and previous transfers—
such as TC-90 aircraft and long-range air-surveillance
radars—reflecting converging interests amid elevated
tensions with China.

Bottom line: three refurbished Abukuma-class ships
would be a pragmatic, near-term lift for the PN's
surface fleet, provided costs, refurbishment scope, and
sustainment are clearly defined—and Japan’s policy
gate opens. [Asian Military Review] [Inquirer] [Zona
Militar]

Philippines invites Ireland to join South
China Sea patrols

(ghd) In a move to broaden its alliances, Philippine
Defense Secretary Teodoro has formally invited Ireland
to participate in joint patrols with the Philippine army
in the South China Sea. The invitation was extended to
Irish Ambassador Hickey during the ambassador’s
introductory visit to the defense secretary on October
6. Secretary Teodoro stated that this cooperative
activity would reflect both country’'s commitment to
uphold a rules-based international order.
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While the Philippines and Ireland have maintained
diplomatic relations since 1984, they do not currently
have a formal defense agreement. This initiative is part
of the Philippines' strategy to build a network of "like-
minded" partners to enhance regional security and
deterrence, particularly in response to ongoing
challenges and China's assertive actions in the
contested waters. [Manila Bulletin]

Singapore’s 12th execution of the year
involves second Malaysian convicted of
drug trafficking

(nl) A Singapore court's dismissal of Malaysian national
Pannir Selvam Pranthaman'’s final legal bid has
culminated in his execution on Wednesday. Pannir, 36,
was hanged after being convicted in 2017 of trafficking
51.84 grams of heroin into Singapore through the
Woodlands checkpoint and sentenced to the
mandatory death penalty. His final application sought
a stay of execution, which the High Court summarily
rejected, finding no exceptional grounds to delay the
sentence.

The ruling marks the end of Pannir’s years-long
attempt to overturn or commute his sentence. His
clemency appeal to Singapore's president was denied
earlier this month, and previous efforts, including a bid
linked to disciplinary proceedings against a former
lawyer, were unsuccessful. The case has drawn
renewed calls from Malaysia for leniency and
diplomatic intervention.

Rights groups, including Amnesty International, have
criticized Singapore’s continued use of the death
penalty for drug offences, arguing it contravenes
international human rights norms. Singapore
maintains that its capital punishment regime is a key
deterrent against narcotics trafficking and essential to
protecting public safety. [Amnesty International] [New
Straits Times]

He is the second Malaysian to be executed in

Singapore this year, and the 12t person overall,
following the hanging of another Malaysian for a
similar drug offence in September. [Malay Mail]

Bilateral forum strengthens Vietnam and
Singapore ties in innovation and
sustainability
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(nl) Vietnam and Singapore reaffirmed their
commitment to deepen bilateral cooperation during
the 19th Vietnam-Singapore Connectivity Ministerial
Meeting in Hanoi, the first since the two countries
upgraded their relationship to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership in March 2025. Co-chaired by
Vietnam'’s Finance Minister Nguyen Van Thang and
Singapore’s Minister for Manpower and Minister-in-
charge of Energy and Science and Technology Tan See
Leng, the meeting underscored both sides’ shared
priorities in trade, innovation, finance, and green
development. The talks also reflected growing
confidence in Vietnam'’s economic trajectory, which has
continued to post robust growth amid global
uncertainties, and in Singapore's role as one of
Vietnam's top foreign investors.

Singapore currently ranks as Vietnam'’s second-largest
investor, with more than 4,200 active projects and
cumulative capital exceeding USD 87 billion. At the
meeting, both sides noted progress under the five
cooperation pillars and 11 key areas outlined in their
bilateral framework. The newly established Singapore
Unit, set up to support Singaporean firms in Vietnam,
has already facilitated projects such as Keppel's Saigon
Centre Phase 3, Grab's digital transformation initiative
in Da Nang, and a logistics venture between YCH
Group and Vietnam'’s T&T Group. These ventures
highlight the growing breadth of private-sector
collaboration across real estate, digital technology, and
logistics.

Energy transition and sustainability were key themes at
this year's meeting. The two countries agreed to
facilitate low-carbon electricity trade from Vietnam to
Singapore, collaborate on a framework for ASEAN's
subsea power grid, and operationalize their carbon
credit partnership under the Paris Agreement. Joint
efforts are also under way to explore sustainable
aviation fuel development in Vietnam and to advance
an agrifood trade task force to strengthen food supply
links. Both sides also launched the Singapore-Vietnam
Innovation Talent Exchange (ITX) Programme to
promote cross-border mobility of skilled professionals
and students in sectors such as technology, biomedical
science, and finance.

Now in its 19th year, the Vietnam-Singapore
Connectivity Ministerial Meeting remains a central
platform for steering bilateral economic and strategic
cooperation. The latest session reaffirmed both
governments’ intent to link their growth agendas
through innovation, sustainability, and digital
transformation, while supporting closer business and
people-to-people exchanges. With Vietham'’s 80th
independence anniversary approaching and



Singapore’s deepening investment footprint in the
region, both sides appear set to use the upgraded
partnership to anchor stability and shared prosperity
amid shifting regional dynamics. [Vietnam Investment
Review] [Singapore Press Centre]

US Navy to base Indo-Pacific ship-repair
hub in Singapore by 2027

(ms) The US Navy plans to establish a Singapore-based
lead maintenance activity by 2027, creating a regional
hub to coordinate repairs and overhauls for its ships
across the Indo-Pacific. Centered at Fleet Logistics
Center Site Singapore and working with local and
partner shipyards, the unit would handle everything
from voyage fixes to full availabilities, cutting
turnaround times and reducing reliance on distant
home ports. For Singapore, the move signals deeper
defense logistics ties and steady work for marine and
engineering firms at Changi and Sembawang.

The proposed setup would anchor a US-led Ship Repair
Facility Detachment at Fleet Logistics Center Site
Singapore, handling everything from continuous and
emergent maintenance to voyage repairs and full
overhauls. Most work is expected to run through
Changi Naval Base and Sembawang Naval Wharves,
with a US prime contractor teaming up with certified
shipyards and service firms across Southeast and
Northeast Asia.

Planning documents outline a sizable throughput goal:
roughly six continuous or restricted availabilities, two
midterm availabilities, and two regular overhauls
annually, plus short-notice fixes. Contract options
point to a two-year base with three one-year ordering
periods, spanning 2027 to 2031. Beyond Singapore,
teams could be dispatched to Malaysia, Vietnam,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Australia, Thailand, Guam,
Japan, and South Korea, depending on fleet needs.

For Singapore, the move is both economic and
strategic. Local marine engineering, fabrication,
coatings, cabling, HVAC, testing and logistics providers
stand to gain steadier order books and skills transfer
tied to US Navy quality and cybersecurity standards.
Port and base operators will need to coordinate berth
access, security zones, and environmental controls as
naval work ramps up. Diplomatically, the project
underscores Singapore’s role as a dependable logistics
hub while fitting within its longstanding, principles-
based approach to regional security. [USNI News]
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UK looks to strengthen partnership with
Singapore amid Indo-Pacific push

(nl) The United Kingdom is seeking to broaden its
cooperation with Singapore across technology,
defense, and clean energy as both nations
commemorate six decades of diplomatic relations. The
visit to Singapore by Seema Malhotra, Britain's
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Indo-
Pacific, underscored London’s aim to expand its
strategic presence in the region. Her discussions
focused on digital governance, artificial intelligence,
climate action, and regional stability — areas seen as
central to the evolving U.K.-Singapore relationship.

Economic collaboration has become a key driver of the
partnership. The 2022 U.K.-Singapore Digital Economy
Agreement laid the groundwork for greater
connectivity in cybersecurity, data governance, and
green finance. Bilateral trade has since risen to about
SGD 40 billion (USD 31 billion), making Singapore
Britain's largest trading partner in Southeast Asia.
Ongoing projects, such as trials of autonomous
baggage vehicles by British firm Aurrigo and Changi
Airport Group, highlight the growing intersection
between U.K. technology expertise and Singapore’s
smart infrastructure ambitions.

On the defense front, both sides continue to reaffirm
commitments under the Five Power Defence
Arrangements, a framework that has anchored
security cooperation between Britain, Singapore,
Malaysia, Australia and New Zealand for over five
decades. The agreement remains a foundation for joint
military exercises and intelligence sharing amid
evolving regional threats.

Malhotra also underscored Britain's broader
engagement with Southeast Asia, noting ongoing
cooperation with ASEAN on issues such as Al
governance and digital innovation. She said the U.K.'s
Indo-Pacific approach is built on trust and shared
prosperity, reflecting how Europe’s security and
economic interests are increasingly tied to those of the
region. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore and Australia deepen
cooperation under upgraded
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

(nl) Singapore and Australia have launched an
upgraded Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP)
2.0, strengthening collaboration across the green


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-kyh/

economy, innovation, defense and supply chain
resilience.

The wide-ranging framework, unveiled by Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong and Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese in Canberra on October 8, includes 80 new
initiatives across 11 areas. It builds on the original CSP
signed in 2015, which has delivered more than 110
completed initiatives over the past decade.

Under CSP 2.0, both countries will deepen cooperation
in sustainability, the digital economy, and science and
technology, while expanding joint efforts in defense
logistics, training and modernization. A new Enhanced
Defence Cooperation MoU will allow the Singapore
Armed Forces (SAF) greater access to training areas in
Queensland and establish a fighter training
detachment in Australia. The Australian Defence Force
(ADF) will also make more frequent port calls and
stopovers in Singapore. [South China Morning Post]

On the economic front, Australia has signaled its intent
to boost trade and investment engagement with
Southeast Asia, including through its Southeast Asia
Economic Strategy to 2040 and a AUD 175 million (USD
115 million) contribution to Singapore's Financing
Asia’s Transition Partnership. Mr Wong said Singapore
welcomes and will continue to support these efforts to
advance sustainable and inclusive regional growth.
[The Straits Times 1]

The announcement followed the signing of a separate
green economy and innovation MoU between New
South Wales and Singapore in Sydney on October 7,
during Mr Wong's first official visit to Australia as prime
minister. Both agreements mark the 60th anniversary
of diplomatic relations and reaffirm the countries’
commitment to sustainable, innovation-driven growth.
[The Straits Times 2]

Singapore, New Zealand marks 60th ties
with new comprehensive strategic
partnership

(nl) Singapore and New Zealand have taken their long-
standing partnership to a new level with the launch of
a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP), marking
60 years of diplomatic relations and 25 years since
their first free trade agreement. The upgraded
framework was formalized in Auckland during Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong's visit, where he and New
Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon outlined an
ambitious plan to enhance cooperation in trade,
innovation, and regional engagement. The CSP
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expands on decades of collaboration that began with
Singapore’s first FTA and evolved through agreements
such as the Pacific-4 and the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP), positioning both island nations as advocates
for open trade and high-standard cooperation.

At the core of the new partnership is a shared agenda
to boost connectivity and resilience across key sectors.
Both sides agreed to hold annual leaders’ meetings
and pursue joint initiatives in investment, capital
markets, and food security. The plan includes a legally
binding agreement to safeguard the flow of essential
goods such as food, fuel, and medicine during supply
disruptions - a significant step for two trade-dependent
economies. For Singapore, the deal reinforces supply
chain resilience in a volatile global environment, while
for New Zealand, it secures access to critical imports
and strengthens its links to Asia’s dynamic markets.

Beyond economic collaboration, the CSP expands into
strategic and defense cooperation. Singapore’s Air
Force has already conducted its first unmanned aerial
vehicle training in New Zealand, reflecting growing
trust in the security relationship. Both leaders signaled
that as small, open nations, they share an interest in
setting high standards for innovation, sustainability,
and regional rules-based engagement. Their joint
emphasis on supporting Pacific nations through
capacity-building programs also highlights a broader
commitment to regional stability and development.

The partnership further seeks to integrate trade and
climate goals through a proposed multi-country green
economy initiative, inspired by the earlier Digital
Economy Partnership Agreement (DEPA) between
Singapore, New Zealand, and Chile. The envisioned
framework aims to link sustainability with economic
growth, a priority shared by both governments. As
ASEAN and New Zealand explore a similar upgrade in
their regional relationship, Singapore’s upcoming
ASEAN chairmanship in 2027 - coinciding with New
Zealand's leadership of the Pacific Islands Forum -
presents an opportunity for both to drive stronger
inter-regional dialogue and cooperation. [The Straits
Times]

Complementing the government-to-government
agreements, New Zealand Trade and Enterprise and
Enterprise Singapore renewed their Enhanced
Partnership for Growth to promote business
collaboration in technology, innovation, and
connectivity. With bilateral trade surpassing NZD 11
billion (USD 6.33 billion), up 90% since 2019, the
agreement aims to help companies in both countries
expand operations and share expertise in emerging


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-kjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-kjr/

sectors such as CleanTech and FoodTech. [Inside
Government]

South Korea escalates measures to
protect citizens amid rising abductions in
Cambodia

(dqgl) South Korea is intensifying efforts to safeguard its
citizens in Cambodia following a surge in kidnappings
and forced labor cases, including the death of a 22-
year-old Korean student who was tortured after being
lured by a fraudulent job offer. [Independent]

Acting Chief of the Korean National Police Agency
(KNPA), Yoo Jae-seong, will meet Cambodian
counterparts on October 23 in Seoul to discuss
enhanced law enforcement cooperation, including the
establishment of a “Korean Desk” in Cambodian police
stations and potential deployment of Korean officers.

The move follows President Lee Jae-myung's directive
to prioritize diplomatic and protective measures for
South Koreans abroad. The Foreign Ministry has urged
citizens to avoid fake job advertisements and imposed
a special travel advisory for Phnom Penh, extending
existing warnings for Cambodia’s western regions.

Recent rescues underscore the urgency: in October,
two South Koreans were freed in Sihanoukville, and
earlier in August, 14 others were rescued near Kampot,
though one victim was found dead from torture-
induced cardiac arrest. Seoul is coordinating with
Cambodian authorities on joint autopsies and
investigative cooperation.

Abduction reports have surged sharply—from just two
in 2021 to 330 between January and August this year—
reflecting growing risks for South Koreans amid at least
53 scamming compounds operating largely unchecked.
Approximately 200,000 South Koreans visited
Cambodia in 2024, with around 10,000 residing there.
The government is pressing Phnom Penh to lower
barriers to rescue operations, requiring only basic
victim information rather than proof such as photos or
videos. [The Korea Times 1] [The Korea Herald]

In the latest development, the parliamentary Foreign
Affairs and Unification Committee announced on
October 14 that it will convene at the Korean Embassy
in Phnom Penh on October 22 to review job scams and
other crimes affecting Korean citizens in Cambodia.
The session will evaluate the effectiveness of local
investigative efforts and clarify details of the student's
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case, with a briefing requested from Cambodian
authorities. [Yonhap News Agency]

On the same day, South Korean police said they have
filed 143 cases of suspected disappearances and
detentions of Koreans in Cambodia over the past
nearly two years. According to the National Police
Agency, 91 of these cases have been resolved after
confirming the missing persons’ location and safety,
while 52 remain under investigation.

Authorities plan to request that Cambodian police
establish a Korea desk to handle cases involving
Korean nationals, increase the number of assigned
officers, and strengthen international investigation
teams to prevent further incidents. [The Korea Times
2]

Seven Chinese and Taiwanese nationals
caught illegally filming South Korean
military facilities

(mo) Seven foreign nationals—four Chinese and three
Taiwanese—were detained in 2025 for illegally filming
or photographing South Korean military facilities,
according to data from the National Police Agency.
[The Chosun Daily] [The Korea Times 1] [The Korea
Herald]

The number represents a significant increase
compared to previous years: between 2020 and 2024,
only 14 similar cases were investigated.

The detainees captured images of air bases, naval
bases, and intelligence facilities using drones and
cameras with powerful zoom lenses.

Among the most notable cases are two Chinese
students arrested for filming air bases and airports;
two Taiwanese nationals who entered Osan Air Base
without authorization; a Taiwanese student who filmed
the National Intelligence Service headquarters; and
several Chinese tourists who used drones to record
naval bases in Busan and Jeju.

Authorities are conducting forensic investigations and
have imposed travel bans on some of those involved,
amid growing concern over possible foreign espionage
or surveillance activities targeting South Korean
military installations.

Lawmakers called for stronger surveillance and control
measures around military zones. [The Korea Times 2]
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U.S.-linked South Korean firms hit by
Chinese sanctions

(dqgl) China has imposed sanctions on five US-affiliated
subsidiaries of South Korea's Hanwha Marine
Corporation in response to a US investigation into
China’'s maritime, logistics, and shipbuilding sectors.
The sanctions, effective immediately, bar Chinese
entities and individuals from engaging in business with
the targeted companies, which include Hanwha
Shipping LLC, Hanwha Philly Shipyard Inc., Hanwha
Ocean USA International LLC, Hanwha Shipping
Holdings LLC, and HS USA Holdings Corp.

Beijing accused the companies of cooperating with US
probes in ways that threaten China's sovereignty,
security, and economic interests, framing the
measures as retaliation for Washington’s recent port
fees on Chinese-built or operated ships.

The move comes amid broader tensions in maritime
trade and industrial supply chains, with both China and
the U.S. imposing new port fees on each other's
vessels that took effect on October 14 (see article in
this edition). [Anadolu Ajansi] [CNBC]

South Korea reviews revised US proposal
on USD 350 billion investment amid tariff
talks

(dql) South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun has
disclosed on October 13 that Washington has
presented a revised proposal regarding Seoul’s
pledged USD 350 billion investment, marking a
potential breakthrough in stalled tariff negotiations.
The original plan, which included loans and
guarantees, has been revised to consist solely of direct
investment.

To mitigate potential disruptions to its economy and
foreign exchange markets, Seoul has proposed an
unlimited currency swap line, along with a cap on the
proportion of direct investment in the US and a role in
selecting investment targets based on commercial
viability.

Speaking at a session of the parliamentary Foreign
Affairs and Unification Committee, Cho said South
Korea is currently reviewing the U.S. alternative while
preparing for further discussions during the upcoming
APEC summit in Gyeongju later this month, where
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Presidents Lee Jae-myung and Donald Trump are
expected to meet.

South Korean Finance Minister Koo Yun-cheol also
described as “huge progress” the U.S." willingness not
to require the full USD 350 billion investment, pledged
in the July trade deal, to be made entirely in direct
cash. Seoul has emphasized that an all-cash
investment would disrupt domestic foreign exchange
markets and place undue pressure on the won.

Koo said ongoing working-level negotiations are
determining the structure of the investment package,
and he plans to meet US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent in Washington this week to stress the
importance of rapid project implementation over
upfront cash contributions. This will mark their second
meeting in less than a month, alongside participation
in the G20 Finance Ministers' meeting and IMF annual
gathering.

The revised proposal from Seoul aims to address
potential economic risks while concluding the deal
ahead of President Donald Trump's visit for the Asia-
Pacific summit later this month. [The Korea Economic
Daily] [Reuters]

South Korea aims to deepen naval
industrial and defense ties with U.S.

(dgl/sm) South Korea’s Defense Ministry has
announced plans to expand its maritime collaboration
with the United States from routine maintenance
contracts to the construction of naval vessels, including
potential combat ships, marking a significant step in
integrating South Korean shipyards into the US naval
supply chain. Initial efforts will focus on securing stable
maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) work and
building US auxiliary and support vessels, with broader
cooperation envisioned as the partnership matures.

The initiative aligns with wider alliance discussions on
modernizing the 70-year US-South Korea security
relationship for a more contested strategic
environment, while also encompassing collaboration in
shipbuilding, critical minerals, energy, and emerging
technologies. The move coincides with US efforts to
revitalize its shipbuilding base amid growing global
demand.

Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back emphasized that
alliance modernization with Washington remains
focused on deterring North Korea, not broader
regional powers, while acknowledging that China’s
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recent military developments present complex
regional risks. Seoul and Washington aim to enhance
multidomain readiness, prioritizing rapid detection of
North Korean provocations, coordinated responses to
missile or nuclear threats, and strengthened civilian
safety measures, alongside efforts to prevent
accidental clashes along the Demilitarized Zone and
maritime boundaries. [The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, South Korea and the United States held
vice minister-level talks in Seoul on October 10,
reaffirming plans to modernize their security alliance
and coordinate on regional stability. Vice Foreign
Minister, Park Yoon-Joo underscored the importance of
adapting the partnership to reflect new realities,
including technological competition, supply chain
resilience, and defense innovation. [The Chosun Daily ]
[The Korea Times]

Both sides agreed to maintain close communication on
North Korea’s nuclear and missile activities, as well as
shared economic, trilateral cooperation with Japan,
and energy security interests.

Sri Lankan prime minister meets Chinese
leaders to expand investment and revive
stalled projects

(Im) Sri Lankan Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya held
bilateral meetings with Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Premier Li Qiang in Beijing during the Global
Leaders’ Meeting on Women 2025, reaffirming
Colombo's commitment to deepen economic and
strategic cooperation with Beijing under the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).

The visit marks the highest-level Sri Lankan
engagement with China since President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake's official trip earlier this year, during
which both sides signed several memoranda of
understanding, including a USD 3.7 billion agreement
with China’s Sinopec to build a refinery in Hambantota,
a key BRI-linked port city.

During her meetings, Amarasuriya said Sri Lanka seeks
to expand cooperation in ports, infrastructure,
agriculture, textiles, digital economy, and poverty
reduction, viewing China as an essential partner in
post-crisis reconstruction and industrial diversification.

Xi pledged to advance a “strategic cooperative
partnership” and accelerate implementation of stalled
Belt and Road projects, notably Colombo Port City and
Hambantota Port, which remain central to China’s
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regional maritime strategy. Premier Li reaffirmed
Beijing's willingness to increase imports of Sri Lankan
goods, promote two-way investment, and enhance
collaboration in green development, digital technology,
modern agriculture, and marine industries. [Daily
Mirror] [Xinhua]

U.S. Senate passes defense bill with USD 1
billion in military aid for Taiwan

(dgl) The U.S. Senate on October 9 passed the National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) allocating USD 1
billion in military aid to Taiwan and recommending its
participation in the next Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC)
exercise.

The bill, which passed with a 77-20 vote, authorizes
USD 925 billion in total defense spending and includes
provisions under the Taiwan Security Cooperation
Initiative.

The legislation “strongly encourages” the U.S. Secretary
of Defense to invite Taiwan's Navy to join the biennial
RIMPAC exercise. If no invitation is extended, the
Defense Department must submit a written
justification within 30 days. RIMPAC—the world's
largest maritime exercise—serves as a key platform for
Indo-Pacific militaries to strengthen interoperability
and ensure regional maritime security.

The bill also calls for joint U.S.-Taiwan collaboration on
drone and counter-drone technology, an assessment
of Taiwan'’s critical digital infrastructure, and
recommendations for its protection. It further instructs
the Pentagon to prioritize defense orders for allies and
partners including Israel, Japan, South Korea, the
Philippines, New Zealand, Thailand, Taiwan, and NATO
members.

To reinforce Taiwan's defense industrial base, the
NDAA mandates partnerships between the Pentagon'’s
Defense Innovation Unit and appropriate Taiwanese
counterparts to promote cooperation among defense
technology companies and counter China’s
development of dual-use technologies.

Additionally, the bill requires the Pentagon to submit a
“Taiwan Security Assistance Roadmap”, outlining a
multi-year plan to meet Taiwan's defense needs, and a
report on the potential establishment of a regional
contingency stockpile to support Taiwan.

Senator Dave McCormick noted that the legislation
also incorporates the Taiwan Non-Discrimination Act,
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requiring the U.S. Governor of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to support Taiwan's participation
in the organization.

The House of Representatives passed its version of the
NDAA in September. Both chambers will now reconcile
their versions before the final bill is sent to the White
House for the president's approval. [Taiwan News]
[SCMP]

Taiwan-Canada trade deal in jeopardy

(dqgl) Taiwan's trade agreement with Canada faces
uncertainty as Ottawa, under Prime Minister Mark
Carney, signals hesitation to finalize an economic
cooperation framework negotiated before Canada’s
April elections, raising concerns in Taipei that the deal
may be abandoned.

Taiwanese lawmaker Chen Kuan-ting urged Canada to
proceed swiftly, emphasizing Taiwan's reliability as a
supply chain partner and the mutual economic
benefits the pact would bring.

According to Nikkei, the hesitation reflects broader
geopolitical and economic headwinds confronting
Taipei's trade diplomacy. Global tariffs reinstated by
the Trump administration and Beijing's growing
pressure on foreign governments have hindered
Taiwan's ability to expand its international trade
network under President Lai Ching-te. [Nikkei Asia]

Analysts described these challenges as part of a de
facto diplomatic blockade, with some governments
wary of potential Chinese retaliation. This dynamic has
complicated Taiwan’s outreach to partners including
Australia, Japan, New Zealand, and Southeast Asian
countries, many of which have responded cautiously to
Taipei's proposals. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan, Germany vow closer cooperation

(dql) Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung has called for
closer Taiwan-Germany cooperation to safeguard
international law and the rules-based order during an
October 13 meeting with Karsten Tietz, the newly
appointed director of the German Institute Taipei—
Germany's de-facto embassy in Taiwan.

In a Facebook post, Lin said Germany has long served
as a model for Taiwan in industrialization and smart
manufacturing. With TSMC establishing a
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semiconductor plant in Germany, he added, bilateral
economic ties are deepening. Taiwan now seeks to
strengthen cooperation with Europe in developing
industrial ecosystems in artificial intelligence and
semiconductors, Lin said, expressing hope that
Germany would play an active role in promoting peace
and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Tietz, for his part, confirmed that Taiwan and Germany
share universal values such as democracy, freedom,
and the rule of law, and both must coexist alongside
increasingly assertive neighbors. This common
challenge, he said, creates broad opportunities for
cooperation between the two nations.

He added that the situation in the Taiwan Strait is
directly linked to Germany's national interests, as free
trade and the rules-based international order are
essential to its prosperity. The UN Charter’s ban on the
use of force, he stressed, also applies to Taiwan.
[Taiwan News]

Taiwan signals willingness to halt Russian
naphtha imports if EU imposes ban

(dgl) Taiwan's Economy Minister Kung Ming-hsin has
confirmed that the country's private oil refiners are
ready to stop purchasing Russian naphtha if the EU or
G7 enacts restrictions.

Naphtha, a flammable hydrocarbon mixture used in
gasoline production, remains an important feedstock
for Taiwan's petrochemical industry. While state-
owned enterprises ceased Russian oil purchases last
year, private companies, including Formosa
Petrochemical Corp., have continued sourcing Russian
naphtha due to its low cost, which helps mitigate
losses amid a global downturn in petrochemicals.

NGOs, including the Center for Research on Energy
and Clean Air, recently criticized Taiwan for continuing
Russian imports. Kung said he has discussed the issue
with both the EU and Formosa Petrochemical, noting
the company's willingness to comply with potential
future restrictions.

Taiwan's imports of Russian naphtha have averaged
75,000 barrels per day in 2025, up from 71,000 barrels
per day in 2024, highlighting Taiwan’s ongoing reliance
on affordable Russian feedstocks even as it signals
alignment with international sanctions. [Reuters]
[Taiwan News]
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Malaysian state police renew call for
border wall with Thailand to curb
smuggling and floods

(Im) The police chief of Malaysia’'s Kelantan state has
reiterated his call for the construction of a wall along
the 163-kilometer Thailand-Malaysia border, arguing
that the barrier would both strengthen security and
mitigate seasonal flooding. The proposed wall would
run primarily along the Golok River, which marks
roughly 90 kilometers of the boundary between
Kelantan and Thailand’'s Narathiwat province.

The border wall proposal—which has been under
discussion for several years—has yet to receive
approval from Kuala Lumpur, though it continues to
receive strong support from Kelantan authorities.
Malaysian officials have said that many of the security
challenges along the frontier, including illegal crossings
and drug trafficking, involve Malaysian nationals
entering Thailand through unofficial routes. [Bangkok
Post]

Myanmar and Thailand push to accelerate
gas production from Naypyidaw’s
declining fields

(msz) Thailand's state-owned energy company PTTEP
International Limited and Myanmar's military
government have agreed to accelerate natural gas
production from aging offshore fields and fast-track
new exploration projects to stabilize output and secure
future supply.

During a meeting on October 10, Myanmar Energy
Minister Ko Ko Lwin met with Montri Rawanchaikul,
Chief Executive Officer of PTTEP International Limited,
which operates the Yadana and Zawtika gas fields
through joint ventures with Myanmar’s state-owned
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE). The talks
focused on addressing declining output at both sites
and expediting development of new offshore
resources.

PTTEP reported that new drilling is under way to offset
falling production and emphasized the need to finalize
new contractual agreements to move forward with
additional exploration and development. In response,
Ko Ko Lwin urged the company to bring new Zawtika
wells online by early 2026 and confirmed that
preparations are under way to start gas extraction
from the Aung Thein Kha offshore project by 2028. The
Aung Thein Kha development is expected to supply gas
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primarily for Myanmar's domestic electricity
generation, making timely contract finalization a
government priority.

The minister also highlighted new investment
opportunities in offshore exploration, liquefied natural
gas (LNG) infrastructure, and downstream distribution.
He identified the Kanpauk area in Myanmar'’s southern
Tanintharyi Region, which borders Thailand, as a
strategic location for LNG import, storage, and re-
export projects that could serve both countries. [The
Nation]

South Korea and Thailand aim to conclude
free trade deal by year's end

(Im/msz) Thailand and South Korea are preparing to
finalize a long-delayed bilateral free trade agreement
(FTA) by the end of 2025, according to statements from
both sides ahead of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summit to be held in Gyeongju,
South Korea, from October 26 to November 1. The two
governments plan to issue a joint declaration on the
sidelines of the summit to affirm their shared
commitment to completing the pact, though it has yet
to be decided whether the announcement will be
made by the trade ministers or national leaders.

Negotiations for the Thailand-South Korea FTA began
in 2004 but have accelerated in recent months under
Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun and her
South Korean counterparts. Both countries view the
agreement as a step toward strengthening supply-
chain integration, boosting investment, and expanding
market access in high-value sectors such as
electronics, automotive manufacturing, and digital
trade.

In 2023, bilateral trade totaled USD 14.7 billion, with
Thailand exporting agricultural products, electronics,
and processed foods, while importing industrial
machinery, vehicles, and high-tech components from
South Korea. [Bangkok Post]

The push to finalize the South Korea deal coincides
with a broader surge in Thailand's FTA-driven exports.
According to the Department of Foreign Trade,
shipments utilizing preferential tariffs under 12
existing FTAs exceeded USD 53 billion in the first seven
months of 2025, up 11.6 percent year-on-year and
accounting for 81.6 percent of total exports. Thailand's
main export products benefiting from FTA frameworks
include fresh durian, transport vehicles, synthetic
rubber (factice), unrefined platinum, and sugar, along


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-kiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-kiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-kdl/

with processed chicken, tapioca chips, air conditioners,
and automated machinery. [Thai PBS World]

India and Vietnam sign major green-
hydrogen iron supply deal as Hanoi
expands clean-industry incentives

(ms) India's ACME Group and Vietnam'’s Stavian
Industrial Metal have signed a 10-year agreement for
the supply of 800,000 tonnes a year of green hot-
briquetted and direct-reduced iron (HBI/DRI) produced
with green hydrogen and renewable energy at ACME's
upcoming United Arab Emirates facility. The contract,
valued at an estimated USD 245 million annually, is
among the world's largest long-term deals for low-
carbon steel feedstock.

ACME chairman Manoj Kumar Upadhyay said the
project would make ACME one of the lowest-carbon
producers of green iron globally, while Stavian
chairman David Nguyen Minh Tu framed the
agreement as a step toward Vietnam’s 2050 net-zero
goal and India’'s 2070 pledge. Stavian, which operates
logistics hubs and trading offices across more than 100
countries, will hold exclusive distribution rights for
Southeast Asia.

The deal aligns with Vietnam'’s rapid rollout of green-
industry incentives, including land-use exemptions,
preferential corporate income tax rates of 10 percent
for 15 years, and low-interest financing for
environmental projects under Decree 05/2025. New
decrees this year also extended tax and fee incentives
for offshore wind, solar energy, and electric-vehicle
development.

Hanoi is positioning itself as a regional hub for low-
carbon manufacturing and a beneficiary of global
green-supply-chain shifts. Partnerships such as the
ACME-Stavian accord highlight how Vietnam's evolving
regulatory framework is beginning to attract large-
scale industrial investment linked to hydrogen, clean
energy, and circular-economy technologies. [Fuel Cells
Work] [Vietnam Briefing]

Viethamese and Singaporean young
officers strengthen defense cooperation
through exchange program

(hn) Vietnamese and Singaporean young military
officers met in Ha Noi on October 8, 2025, as part of
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the 2025 Viietnam - Singapore Young Officers
Exchange Program to share professional experiences
and strengthen defense cooperation.

Senior Lieutenant Colonel Nguyén Quang Huy
emphasized that the annual exchange fosters
solidarity, trust, and mutual understanding,
contributing to the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership between the two countries. He expressed
confidence that young officers will continue to deepen
defense ties and proposed enhancing information
sharing and practical cooperation. Lieutenant Colonel
Koh Zhi Chao from Singapore highlighted the exchange
as an opportunity to build lasting friendships and
strengthen collaboration between the two-armed
forces. [Viethamnews]

EU strengthens partnership with Vietham
through Bac Ai Hydropower Investment

(hn) The European Union (EU) has announced a EUR
430 million support package to advance Vietnam'’s Bac
Ai Pumped Storage Hydropower Project, one of the key
initiatives under the country’s Just Energy Transition
Partnership (JETP).

The announcement was made on October 9 during the
second Global Gateway Forum held in Brussels,
Belgium, attended by EU Commissioner for Energy
Jozef Sikela, Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister Bui
Thanh Son, and representatives from participating
countries.

Commissioner Sikela emphasized that the Bac Ai
project is a crucial step in building a green, stable, and
sustainable energy system for Vietnam, attracting
private investment and promoting green growth. He
added that through the Global Gateway initiative, the
EU is turning its commitments into real actions for
people, the planet, and shared prosperity.

The project aims to strengthen national power
stability, expand renewable energy capacity, and
support Vietnam'’s carbon reduction and sustainability
goals.

The EUR 430 million funding comes from Team Europe,
including the EU, member states, and development
finance institutions such as AFD (France), EIB
(European Investment Bank), KfW (Germany), CDP
(Italy), and PROPARCO. [Viethamplus, in Viethamese]
[The Saigon Times]
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Vietham deepens strategic cooperation
with Belgium and EU under Global
Gateway framework

(hn) Deputy Prime Minister Bui Thanh Son met with
Belgian and EU leaders on October 10 in Brussels on
the sidelines of the second Global Gateway Forum to
advance Vietnam's cooperation with Belgium and the
European Union in key areas such as trade,
investment, and sustainable development.

In his meeting with Belgian House of Representatives
President Peter De Roover, both sides expressed
satisfaction with the progress of bilateral relations and
agreed to build on the outcomes of the Belgian King
and Queen'’s state visit to Vietnam earlier this year.
They highlighted the February cooperation agreement
between the two parliaments as a solid foundation for
future collaboration. Son urged Belgium to ratify the
EU-Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA)
in 2025 to encourage Belgian investment in logistics,
seaports, and renewable energy. He also called for
Belgium'’s support in developing Vietham'’s maritime
economy, addressing illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing, and promoting circular and
smart agriculture, particularly in the Mekong Delta.

In a separate meeting with European Commissioner
for International Partnerships Jozef Sikela, Son and
Sikela agreed to strengthen cooperation under the
EU's Global Gateway Strategy, focusing on green
infrastructure, digital connectivity, innovation, and
human resource development-aligning with Vietnam's
sustainable growth goals.

During his visit, Son also met with staff of the
Vietnamese Embassy in Belgium and the Vietnamese
Mission to the EU, commending their contributions to
deepening Viét Nam'’s ties with Belgium and the EU.
[Viethamnews] [Vietnamnet]

Vietnam establishes sub-committee to
strengthen trade cooperation with Cuba

(hn) Deputy Prime Minister Bui Thanh Son has signed a
decision establishing the Vietnam Sub-Committee
under the Vietnam-Cuba Trade Agreement Joint
Committee on October 9, 2025. Chaired by a Vice
Minister of Industry and Trade, the sub-committee will
coordinate with representatives from key ministries
and the State Bank of Vietnam, with the Ministry of
Industry and Trade serving as the standing body.
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The sub-committee aims to strengthen trade
cooperation under the 2018 bilateral agreement. In
2024, Vietnam-Cuba trade reached USD 134.7 million,
with Vietnam’s exports—mainly rice, electronics,
apparel, and construction materials-rising sharply.
Cuba primarily exports pharmaceuticals, vaccines, and
rum.

Vietnam remains Cuba'’s largest Asian investor, with
five major projects contributing to deepening
economic ties.[Vietnamplus] [Viethamnews]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

15 October 2025 @ 8:30-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

Getting Ahead of the Storm: Improving
Forecasting and Disaster Governance
Amid Monsoonal Volatility in Nepal

This webinar will bring together disaster managers and
government officials from Nepal to discuss the
country’s evolving disaster risk management systems
in the wake of this year's late-monsoon storm, which
caused severe flooding and landslides but saw a
markedly improved government response. Panelists
will reflect on how forecasting, coordination, and risk
communication have advanced amid political and
resource challenges and explore lessons for adaptive
disaster management in volatile climatic environments.
For more information and registration, visit [Stimson
Centerl].
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15 October 2025 @ 1:00-2:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for a New American Security (CNAS), USA

Countering China’s Digital Silk Road

This online panel will explore how China’s Digital Silk
Road has evolved over the past decade and how the
United States and its allies are responding to Beijing's
expanding technological influence. The focus of the
discuss the DSR's impact, its role in global tech
competition, and strategies to counter it. For more
information and registration, visit [CNAS].

15 October 2025 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,
Belgium

How to accelerate investment in
sovereign Al computing infrastructure,
models and services in the EU?

This hybrid event will examine bottlenecks and
opportunities in the rollout and adoption of Al models
across the EU. While the EU has launched major public
investments and world-leading Al regulations, much of
the momentum comes from private firms such as
Nvidia, Mistral, ASML, and Accenture. Panelists will
discuss how to overcome hardware and financing
constraints, balance model training and deployment
needs, and assess whether current EU Al regulations
support or hinder innovation. For more information
and registration, visit [Bruegel].

15 October 2025 @ 5:00-6:00 p.m. (GMT+2), The
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), Sweden

Governing the Peace and Security Risks of
Al Agent Interactions

As cutting-edge Al systems become increasingly
autonomous and capable of interacting with one
another, they bring both transformative potential and
serious risks—from unpredictable behavior to
malicious misuse. This webinar will bring together
experts to discuss how Al agent interactions could
reshape global security dynamics and what
governance measures are needed to ensure their
responsible development and deployment. For more
information and registration, visit [SIPRI].
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15 October 2025 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Geneva
Peacebuilding Platform, Switzerland

Arms Control in the Middle East,
Challenges and Opportunities for Peace
after the Fall of the Assad Regime

This online panel will examine the security dimensions
of Syria’s stabilization efforts, focusing on the nexus
between mine action, security governance, and the
illicit proliferation of small arms and light weapons.
Bringing together practitioners from the field, including
representatives from the White Helmets, regional
experts, and Geneva-based organizations such as the
Small Arms Survey, GICHD, and DCAF, the discussion
will identify shared priorities and promote
coordination among international and regional actors.
Panelists will explore how mine clearance, improved
security sector governance, and arms control can
jointly enhance community safety, support economic
recovery, and strengthen the foundations for lasting
peace and stability in Syria. For more information and
registration, visit [Geneva Peacebuilding Platform].

15 October 2025 @ 12:00-1;15 p.m. (GMT-4), Belfer
Center, USA

The Legacy of Joseph S. Nye, Jr.

This webinar will explore the legacy of Joseph S. Nye, Jr.
Panelists will reflect on his groundbreaking
contributions, from complex interdependence to soft
power, and explore how his ideas have shaped
institutions, influenced leaders, and advanced political
scholarship worldwide. For more information and
registration, visit [Belfer Center].

16 October 2025 @ 9:45-10:45 a.m. (GMT+1),
Chatham House, United Kingdom

From chips to China-US tensions: How can
Taiwan and Europe work together to
manage shared challenges?

This webinar will examine the stalled US- and Qatari-
led mediation between the Congolese government and
the M23 rebel group, exploring the obstacles to peace
posed by mistrust, ceasefire violations, and shifting
dynamics on the ground. Speakers will discuss the
limitations of the Doha track, the role of the US in
sustaining peace efforts, and the interplay between


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-khi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gwulil-l-khd/

diplomacy, local conflicts, and business interests. The
event will also address what stands in the way of a
durable ceasefire and how lessons from past failed
agreements can inform future peacebuilding. For more
information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

16 October 2025 @ 9:00-10:30 a.m. (GMT+2), Geneva
Peacebuilding Platform, Switzerland

The Israel-Palestine conflict: how can
security governance lay the foundations
for stability?

This hybrid event will examine how governance-based
approaches to security sector management can
contribute to peace and stability amid the ongoing
Gaza conflict and broader regional volatility. Panelists
will explore how inclusive, accountable, and locally
rooted security governance can rebuild trust,
strengthen institutions, and support peace efforts. The
discussion will also assess the conditions needed for
these approaches to succeed and how they can
complement broader conflict-resolution efforts toward
a more just and stable future in the region. For more
information and registration, visit [Geneva
Peacebuilding Platform].

20 October 2025 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Hoover
Institution, USA

Contested Taiwan: Sovereignty, Social
Movements, and Party Formations

This hybrid panel will explore Taiwan'’s political
landscape in the aftermath of the 2014 Sunflower
Movement, examining how contested statehood
shapes social movements and political party
formation. The discussion will highlight how identity,
territorial claims, and existential threats—rather than
traditional left-right divides—drive activists into formal
political arenas and reshape domestic politics in
“contested states.” For more information and
registration, visit [Hoover Institution].

21 October 2025 @ 10:00-11.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Lawful but Awful: Evolving Legislative
Responses Against Informational Disorder
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in the Era of Generative Al

This online panel will explore the growing economic
and political ties between Taiwan and Europe,
highlighted by major investments such as TSMC's USD
11 billion chip plant in Dresden and expanding high-
tech cooperation across the continent. Amid
intensifying U.S.-China rivalry, the discussion will
examine how Europe and Taiwan can strengthen
engagement while managing pressures from Beijing,
and what lessons they can draw from each other to
navigate shared strategic challenges. For more
information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

21 October 2025 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

The Western Balkans and the European
Union: A path to membership?

This online panel will examine how the long-promised
EU accession of the Western Balkans can be realized
amid mounting political and geopolitical challenges.
Despite two decades of reform efforts, progress
toward membership remains uneven as concerns over
governance, corruption, and rule of law persist. Against
the backdrop of enlargement fatigue and growing
Russian influence, speakers will discuss the state of
EU-Western Balkans relations, assess the political will
for expansion, and consider whether alternative
models of regional integration may emerge. For more
information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

21 October 2025 @ 8:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

ROK-US Alliance Trans-Atlantic-Pacific
Security Forum

This livestreamed forum will examine shared security
challenges linking the Indo-Pacific and Europe,
highlighting areas of convergence and divergence,
innovative approaches to alliance management, and
opportunities for deeper multilateral and transregional
cooperation. For more information and registration,
please see [Atlantic Council].

21 October 2025 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, USA
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The Gaza Peace Plan: What Will It Take to
Bring Peace after Two Years of War?

This hybrid event will evaluate the White House's
recently announced 20-point plan for peace in Gaza,
exploring its potential impacts on Palestinian
sovereignty, regional dynamics, and long-term stability.
Panelists will discuss the plan’s reception by Egypt and
Jordan, its feasibility, and what it would take to ensure
a lasting resolution, considering both scenarios in
which the plan moves forward or falters. For more
information and registration, please see [Carnegie].

14 October 2025 @ 1:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,
Belgium

China Horizons: EU policy Takeaways from
China’s politics, economy, foreign policy,
society and EU-China dynamics

At a pivotal moment in EU-China relations, this
concluding event of the China Horizons project will
present key policy lessons from three years of research
on Chinese politics, economy, foreign policy, and
society. Leading experts will analyze China’'s economic
trajectory, political decision-making, and foreign policy
priorities, while also shedding light on social concerns
reflected in media and culture and their implications
for Europe.

For more information and registration, visit [Bruegel].

Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Alexander C. Karp, Nicholas W. Zamiska, The
Technological Republic: Hard Power, Soft Belief, and
the Future of the West, Crown Currency, 320 pages,
published February 18, 2025. For a review, see [The
Independent Review].

Honghong Tinn, Island Tinkerers: Innovation and
Transformation in the Making of Taiwan’s Computing
Industry, The MIT Pres, 448 pages, published January
7, 2025. For a review, see [Taipei Times].

Sudhir Hazareesingh, Daring to Be Free: Rebellion
and Resistance of the Enslaved in the Atlantic World,
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 464 pages, to be published
December 2, 2025. For a review, see [The New
Statesman].
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Calls

Macquarie University and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) invite paper proposals for the international
conference “Securing justice for the planet:
Opportunities for, and barriers to, course correction,”
to be held on March 18-19, 2026. The deadline for
abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more
information, see [Macquarie University].

The International Association for Human Rights
Education (IAHRE) invites paper proposals for its 3rd
International IAHRE Conference, scheduled for May
26-27, 2026. The conference theme is “Re-imagining
Human Rights Education in a Turbulent World.” The
deadline for abstract submission is November 3, 2025.
For more information, see [IAHRE].

The University of Nottingham invites paper
proposals for the Taiwan Research Hub Conference
2026 “Navigating Technological Futures: Power,
Resilience, and Strategy in a multipolar world,” to be
held on June 22-24, 2026. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,
see [University of Nottingham].

The University of Helsinki invites paper proposals for
its 21st Maple Leaf and Eagle Conference, scheduled
for May 20-22, 2026. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,
see [Helsinki University].

The European Political Science Society (EPSS) invites
paper proposals for its first annual conference, to be
held in Belfast on June 18-20, 2026. The deadline for
abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more
information, see [EPSS].

The International Association for Political Science
Students (IAPSS) invites paper proposals for its World
Congress 2026 “Academic Freedom”, to be held on
May 5-9. 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is
November 7, 2025. For more information, see [IAPSS].

The Political Studies Association (PSA) invites paper
proposals for its 76th Annual International Conference
“Political Studies Futures,” to be held on March 30 to
April 1, 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is
October 17, 2025. For more information, see [PSA].

Jobs and Positions
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The Secretariat of the United Nations invites
applications for the position of Representative of the
Secretary-General for the investment of the assets
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund. The
deadline for application submission is November 17,
2025. For more information, see [UN].

The African Union invites applications for the
position of Director - Conflict Management. The
deadline for application submission is October 20,
2025. For more information, see [African Union].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a
Protection Manager. The deadline for application
submission is October 25, 2025. For more information,
see [DRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Policy Manager - Ireland. The deadline for application
submission is October 17, 2025. For more information,
see [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Director - Home Study and Post Release Services
(HSPRS). The deadline for application submission is
November 3, 2025. For more information, see [IRC].

The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) seeks a
Gender and Diversity Operational and Analytical
Consultant - Port of Spain, Spain. The deadline for
application submission is November 3, 2025. For more
information, see [IDB].

The International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) seeks a Field Project Associate. The deadline
for application submission is October 25, 2025. For
more information, see [IUCN].

RTI International seeks a Director - Al Strategy &
Implementation. The deadline for application
submission is October 17, 2025. For more information,
see [TRI].

The CGIAR System Organization invites proposals for
inclusion in a panel of partners to deliver high-quality
executive recruitment services. The deadline for
application submission is October 27, 2025. For more
information, see [CGIAR].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Data Privacy and Protection Expert -
Armenia. The deadline for application submission is
October 25, 2025. For more information, see [FAQ].

The International Maritime Organization (IMO)
seeks a Deputy Director - Technical Cooperation and
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Implementation Division. The deadline for application
submission is October 15, 2025. For more information,
see [IMQO].

The Center for Democracy & Technology (CDT) seeks
an EU Policy and Research Officer - Security,
Surveillance, & Human Rights Programme. The
deadline for application submission is October 19,
2025. For more information, see [CDT].

Open Society Foundations (OSF) seeks a Director -
Programs, Amman, Jordan. The deadline for
application submission is October 19, 2025. For more
information, see [OSF].

The American University of Paris (AUP) invites
applications for the position of Assistant Professor of
Sociocultural Anthropology. The deadline for
application submission is October 20, 2025. For more
information, see [AUP].

The Department of Economics of Sciences Po invites
applications for a Professorship in Behavioral
Economics. The deadline for application submission is
November 10, 2025. For more information, see
[Sciences Po].

Birkbeck, University of London, invites applications
for the position of Lecturer in Politics and
Qualitative Research Methods. The deadline for
application submission is October 26, 2025. For more
information, see [Birbeck].

The University of Oxford invites applications for the
position of Associate Professor in the Politics of
Latin America. The deadline for application
submission is October 20, 2025. For more information,
see [University of Oxford].

SOAS University of London invites applications for
the position of Lecturer (Assistant Professor) /
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) focused on the
Politics of China. The deadline for application
submission is October 20, 2025. For more information,
see [SOAS].

The Department of History of the University of
Notre Dame invites applications for a tenure-track
position in post-1800 Transnational History, at the
rank of assistant professor. The deadline for
application submission is October 15, 2025. For more
information, see [University of Notre Dame].

The University of Fribourg invites application for the
position of Professor in Human Geography. The
deadline for application submission is October 15,
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2025. For more information, see [University of
Fribourg].

Team:

Aika Sagheer (as), Alex Bushnell (ab), Alex Wong (aw), Amy
Carlotti Lu (acl), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Ashley Teh Hui Ying
(ay), Azra Selvi Kapu (ask), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish
(bk), Ddniel Babcsdn (dnb), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Emily
Fleur Gilmour (efg), Felix Serna Calvo (fs), Gemelee Hirang
Domnik (ghd), Geo Dzakwan Arshali (ga), Giulia Metyas
(gm), Grey Pilarczyk (gp), Hoa Khanh Ngo (hn), Henning
Glaser (hg), Joshua James Althaus (ja), Lucas Meier (Im),
Marina Ortiz Ortiz (mo), Monica Sareen (mon), Morten
Strantzen (ms), Muhammed Yulmaz (my), Myat Sandar
Zaw (msz), Nat Ng Ther Li (nl), Savannah Morris

(sm), Sibghat Ullah (su), Sreepreya Srinivasan (ss), Thoon
Nadi Lynn (tl), Venus Phuangkom, Yamonyongyos
Anankajeerapong (ya), Yeo Hui Qi (yq), Yi-Chen Lin (yl)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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