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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Zambia's
Independence Day, Austria’s National Day, and
Hungary's 1956 Revolution Memorial Day this week.
With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Communist Party convenes key
plenum to shape five-year plan

(dqgl) The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) convened the
fourth plenum of its 20th Central Committee on
October 20, a pivotal four-day meeting set to define
the country’s policy and development priorities for the
next five years amid intensifying rivalry with the United
States. [Council of State, China]

Presided over by Party General Secretary and
President Xi Jinping, the session gathers more than 200
voting members and over 170 alternate members,
including provincial leaders and state enterprise
executives, to deliberate on the next five-year plan and
review the party's governance record.

Xi's opening report emphasized strategic resilience and
self-reliance in the face of external pressures,

particularly U.S. containment efforts, while state media
projected confidence in China’s economic trajectory of
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the past five years and praised the leadership's
pandemic management. [SCMP] [AP News] [Xinhua]

Beyond economics, the plenum is closely watched by
observers seeking insights into the inner dynamics of
China’s opaque Communist Party leadership. Days
before the meeting, Beijing expelled nine generals—
including Central Military Commission Vice-Chairman
He Weidong—for “serious duty crimes,” leaving only
four of the seven CMC seats filled (see article below).

The leadership reshuffles are expected to be finalized
in the plenum'’s closing communiqué on October 23.

China: Top general He Weidong expelled
in sweeping military purge ahead of key
party meeting

(dgl) China has expelled second-ranked Vice Chairman
of the Central Military Commission (CMC) and
Politburo member He Weidong, marking the most
significant military purge under President Xi Jinping
since 2022. Following investigations of CMC Discipline
Inspection Commission—the military’s top anti-
corruption watchdog—, the Ministry of National
Defence announced on October 17 that He had been
dismissed from both the Communist Party and the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) for “disciplinary
violations and alleged serious duty-related crimes.”
[Ministry of National Defense, China] [The New York
Times]

He's downfall—just days before the Party’'s fourth
plenum which started on October 20 (see article
below)—is indicative of widely assumed unfolding
power dynamics within the military. A close protege of
Xi and subject to much speculation about his fate due
to his absence from public since March without official
explanation from the Chinese Communist Party (CCP),
He is the first sitting Politburo member and the third
CMC member to be purged since the current line-up
took office in 2022.

Alongside He, eight senior generals—most of them
Central Committee members—were also investigated
and expelled. They include Admiral Miao Hua, former
director of the CMC Political Work Department and
also a Xi-protege who was purged last November and
He Hongjun, Miao’s deputy, who was put under
investigation in November only months after he was
promoted to General and who was supposed to
replace Miao.
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Of the seven members originally appointed to the CMC
in 2022, only four remain, an unprecedented level of
turnover in decades. The current members of the CMC
include Xi as its Chairman; first-ranked Vice Chairman
General Zhang Youxia; General Liu Zhenli, CMC Chief of
Staff of the Joint Staff Department; and General Zhang
Shengmin, CMC Secretary of the Commission for
Discipline Inspection.

The connection between He Weidong, Miao, and He
Hongjun appears rooted in the PLA's personnel
management system. He Weidong, as CMC vice
chairman, oversaw personnel affairs, while Miao Hua
and He Hongjun led the CMC Political Work
Department, responsible for managing military
appointments and promotions. In essence,
irregularities in the evaluation and promotion of senior
officers seem to lie at the heart of the case. [The
Jamestown Foundation]

Further expelled generals include Wang Xiubin, former
commander of the Southern Theatre Command, who
was reassigned in summer as executive deputy
director of the CMC Joint Operations Command Centre,
a body headed by Xi and set up at his behest; Lin
Xiangyang, former commander of the Eastern Theatre
Command which is responsible for Taiwan; Qin
Shutong, former political commissar of the People's
Liberation Army Ground Force, removed from his post
last December; Yuan Huazhi, political commissar of
the navy; Wang Houbin, former commander of the
Rocket Force, the PLA's nuclear arm; and Wang
Chunning, former commander of the People’'s Armed
Police Force who in was remove from his post as
Deputy in the National People’s Congress, China's
legislator.

Many of these officers had served in the 31st Group
Army, a Taiwan-facing part of the Eastern Theater
Command in Fujian where Xi once held local posts,
highlighting the deep links between the affected
figures and Xi's early career network. [Reuters]

Wang Houbin’s removal means that all four
commanders of the Rocket Force since its
reorganization from the Second Artillery Corps in 2016
have now been dismissed or investigated, reflecting
persistent instability within this strategically vital
branch.

The Defence Ministry framed the move as proof of the
Party's “unwavering determination” to root out
corruption and strengthen the PLA's discipline,
cohesion, and combat readiness. However, the scale
and timing of the purge reveal underlying factional
tensions and systemic challenges in maintaining loyalty
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within China's top military ranks. [SCMP 1] [The
Jamestown Foundation] [BBC]

This might be seen as reflected in an editorial on the
purge published by PLA Daily, in which the generals
were denounced for “disloyalty,” “moral corruption,”
and a “collapse of belief,” language that mirrored
earlier charges against former Defense Minister Wei
Fenghe, who was removed from his post in 2023 and
expelled from the Party in 2024. The commentary
claimed the officers had gravely damaged the army’s
political integrity, unity, and image, while undermining
the Party’s command authority over the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA).

Notably, warning that China is at a pivotal moment in
bolstering its military and emphasizing the necessity of
eliminating “hidden tumours” within the armed forces,
the editorial linked their misconduct to the entrenched
corruption networks associated with former CMC vice-
chairmen Guo Boxiong (2002 to 2012) and Xu Caihou
(2005-2013), both serving under Presidents Jiang
Zemin (1993-2003) and Hu Jintao (2003-2013) and
purged under Xi's earlier anti-graft campaigns. Both
men were accused of running extensive patronage and
bribery networks inside the PLA, effectively turning
promotions and key assignments into commercial
transactions. [PLA Daily, in Chinese] [SCMP 2]

China: Former Central South University
president under investigation for Alleged
Violations

Zhang Yaoxue, who led Central South University in
Changsha, Hunan, is under investigation for alleged
serious breaches of Party discipline and national law,
the country's top anti-corruption authorities
announced Friday. The Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection and the National Commission of
Supervision disclosed the probe online, offering no
additional details.

Zhang has been member of the Chinese Communist
Party since 1987 and has spent much of his career in
China's higher education system. His professional
experience includes senior roles at Tsinghua
University, the Ministry of Education, and the State
Council's Academic Degrees Committee, culminating in
his presidency at Central South University from 2011 to
2017. [China Daily]
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China: New Guangdong governor elected

(dqgl) The People's Congress of Guangdong Province
has elected Meng Fanli as governor, replacing Wang
Weizhong, who earlier this year took on the role of
Communist Party secretary of Inner Mongolia.

Meng, a member of the 20th CPC Central Committee,
had been serving as vice-governor and acting
governor, and since April 2022 has held the positions
of deputy Party secretary of Guangdong and Party
secretary of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone.

He joined the CPC in 1986 and has held key
administrative posts, including Party secretary of
Baotou, mayor of Qingdao, Party secretary and mayor
of Yantai, and director of Shandong's Provincial
Department of Commerce. [ECNS]

China: Former state media editor urges
greater tolerance for free expression
under party leadership

(dqgl) Former Global Times editor-in-chief Hu Xijin, a
prominent pro-government commentator, has urged
greater openness and tolerance for public expression
in China, arguing that a more inclusive exchange of
views would strengthen, rather than weaken, the
country’s political and social order under Communist
Party leadership.

In a social media post, Hu said that Chinese society
should allow for broader expression within the existing
constitutional framework, cautioning that many public
figures—including officials, academics, and business
executives—have resorted to self-censorship and
withdrawn from online discussions out of fear of
repercussions. This trend, he noted, has narrowed the
diversity of opinions and weakened public
conversation. [The East is Read]

Hu called on institutions to promote an environment
that respects personal freedoms and fosters open
debate, while maintaining accountability and political
stability. He emphasized that social media should
function as a space for citizens to share ideas and
perspectives freely.

The former editor, who once shaped nationalist
narratives in state media, has increasingly advocated
for a more open intellectual climate. His recent
comments highlight a subtle but notable critique of


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-q/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-a/

China’s shrinking space for public discourse amid
growing social and political sensitivities. [SCMP]

China: Slower growth highlights structural
strains as party leaders chart next five-
year plan

(dgl) China's latest economic data reveal a fragile
recovery marked by uneven growth, exposing both the
strengths and vulnerabilities of the world's second-
largest economy as its leadership deliberates the
country's next five-year plan.

China's economy expanded by 4.8 percent year-on-
year in the third quarter of 2025, slightly exceeding
expectations but marking a slowdown from 5.2 percent
in the previous quarter—the weakest performance
since late 2024. The data, released as the Communist
Party convenes its key plenum to set the next five-year
plan (see article above), highlights persistent
weaknesses in consumption and investment despite
solid industrial and export performance. [National
Bureau of Statistics, China]

Growth for the first nine months reached 5.2 percent,
keeping Beijing on course to meet its “around 5
percengt” annual target, reducing the likelihood of
large-scale stimulus. Analysts noted that policymakers
are likely to rely on limited “mini-stimulus” measures to
sustain momentum, as the economy continues to
show a two-speed pattern—resilient exports and
manufacturing alongside sluggish domestic demand
and property activity.

Economic headwinds remain evident: retail sales
growth slowed to 3.0 percent in September; fixed-asset
investment fell 0.5 percent year-on-year; and property
investment plunged nearly 14 percent. Deflationary
pressures persist (see article below), with GDP growth
in nominal terms slowing to 3.7 percent. However,
industrial output rose 6.5 percent, and export growth
remained robust, offsetting declines in shipments to
the U.S. despite renewed trade frictions. [Nikkei Asia]
[Reuters]

China: Deflation persists amid trade
tensions and property slump

(dqgl) China continues to face deflationary pressures,
with both consumer and producer prices falling in
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September, highlighting the economic strain from a
prolonged property slump and trade tensions.

Producer prices (PPI) declined 2.3 percent year-on-
year, the smallest drop in seven months, while the
consumer price index (CPI) fell 0.3 percent, slightly less
than expected. Core inflation, excluding food and fuel,
rose to 1 percent, a 19-month high. Food prices
dropped sharply, with pork plunging 17 percent,
despite government efforts to curb output.

Export growth rebounded, but renewed trade
measures and tensions between Beijing and
Washington have heightened concerns over
employment and further deflation. Policymakers
remain cautious about large-scale stimulus, fearing a
repeat of the 2015 stock market crash, though
targeted measures—including interest rate cuts,
liquidity injections, and supply-side interventions—
have been implemented.

Consumer spending showed little improvement over
recent holidays, reflecting weak confidence amid a
fragile job market and ongoing property downturn.
Analysts suggest that monetary easing remains likely,
potentially as soon as November, especially if trade
negotiations falter.

Government measures to curb price competition in
key sectors, such as autos, have helped producers but
only partially mitigated the impact of prolonged
deflation. Geopolitically, the resumption of Sino-U.S.
trade friction complicates prospects for a stable trade
framework and reinforces uncertainty for China’s
economic trajectory. [Reuters] [CNBC]

China: Certification program to regulate
cross-border data transfers and
strengthen security launched

(dqgl) Completing its personal information export
framework, China has unveiled a new certification
program to regulate the cross-border transfer of
personal data, aiming to strengthen data security while
enabling legal international data flows. The measures,
jointly issued by the Cyberspace Administration of
China (CAC) and the State Administration for Market
Regulation, will take effect on January 1, 2026.

The program provides a compliance pathway under
the Personal Information Protection Law for non-
critical information infrastructure operators
transferring personal data abroad. It targets entities
handling non-sensitive data of 100,000-1 million
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individuals or sensitive data of fewer than 10,000
people, excluding important data. To prevent
circumvention, data processors are prohibited from
splitting large transfers into smaller batches.

Entities must apply for certification through accredited
bodies, with certificates valid for three years.
Certification details are publicly accessible via a
national platform. Certificates can be suspended or
revoked if discrepancies arise, or criteria are no longer
met, and all violations must be reported to regulators
promptly.

Accredited certification bodies must submit records to
the CAC within ten working days, while both the CAC
and the State Administration for Market Regulation will
oversee certification activities. Provincial and higher-
level cyberspace authorities can summon certified
processors for discussions if major risks or data
security incidents occur. [ECNS]

China: Development of fourth aircraft
carrier advances

(dql) Satellite imagery indicates that China is making
tangible progress on its fourth aircraft carrier, the Type
004, at the Dalian shipyard in Liaoning, the same
facility that built its first two carriers. New hull sections
appeared in images from late September, following
earlier sightings in May 2024. The project remains
officially unconfirmed, but analysts widely
acknowledge its development as part of China’s
broader naval modernization.

The Type 004 is expected to incorporate advanced
features such as electromagnetic catapult launch and
arrested landing systems, similar to the Fujian, China's
third carrier, which is undergoing final trials in the
South China Sea. While the first three carriers are
conventionally powered, the Type 004 may adopt
nuclear propulsion, potentially extending its
operational range and powering next-generation
systems.

China's defense ministry has remained non-committal
on specifics, emphasizing assessments based on
national security and technological readiness.
Meanwhile, the United States is constructing two
Gerald R. Ford-class nuclear supercarriers—the USS
John F. Kennedy and the USS Enterprise—but both
projects have faced significant delays, with delivery
dates pushed to 2027 and 2030, respectively. [SCMP]
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China: Public debut of Z-20T assault
helicopter indicates advances in military
aviation modernization

(dgl) China publicly showcased the advanced Z-20T
assault helicopter at the 7th China Helicopter
Exposition in Tianjin, marking a rare display of its latest
military aviation technology. The demonstration,
featuring precision manoeuvres and flare firing,
underscored the aircraft's versatility and technological
sophistication. [People’s Daily]

Developed by the Aviation Industry Corporation of
China, the Z-20T is a combat-oriented variant of the Z-
20 helicopter, designed for air assault, fire support,
and special operations, while also retaining airlift
capability. Unlike the original model, it features short
wings for mounting fuel tanks and weapons and can
be easily reconfigured for general transport or other
mission types, reflecting China's push for scalable,
multi-role aircraft.

Pilots and designers highlighted the Z-20T's expanded
weapon systems, enhanced protection, and advanced
flight controls, calling it a significant boost to the
People's Liberation Army’s combat readiness. Entering
service in 2018, the Z-20 family is often compared to
the U.S. Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk, symbolizing
China’s growing self-sufficiency in high-end helicopter
production.

The public debut of the Z-20T's military version signals
Beijing's confidence in its domestic aviation industry
and its efforts to modernize and diversify its armed
forces. It also reflects China's ambition to develop a
comprehensive fleet of adaptable, high-performance
helicopters capable of operating across land, sea, and
complex weather conditions—an important step in
strengthening its overall military power projection.
[SCMP] [The EurAsian Times] [Defense Mirror]

China: New amphibious barges signal
enhanced preparedness for potential
Taiwan operations

(dgl) A newly observed People's Liberation Army (PLA)
landing barge, likely designed for operations near
Taiwan, has surfaced in a recent video shared on
Chinese social media. The footage shows the Dong
Gong 401, a self-elevating jack-up vessel equipped with
eight struts and a road ramp, moving close to shore.
Satellite imagery from early October had placed this
barge and its sister ships, Dong Gong 402 and 403, at
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the Yuhuan naval base in Zhejiang Province, under the
PLA's Eastern Theatre Command which is responsible
for Taiwan.

These “water bridge” vessels are engineered to support
amphibious landings by enabling heavy military
vehicles and equipment to disembark directly from
transport ships onto land, bypassing Taiwan's limited
and heavily defended beaches. Using extendable
ramps over 200 meters long, the barges can be
connected to form temporary bridges, allowing for
rapid logistical movement once air and sea dominance
is established. [SCMP]

Although the barges' size, lack of armament, and slow
speed make them highly vulnerable in contested
environments, their capability to create stable, fixed
platforms in rough seas significantly enhances the
PLA's amphibious logistics. Their development and
recent deployment are widely seen by analysts as
underscoring China's ongoing preparations for a
potential military campaign against Taiwan. At the
strategic level, Beijing's barge program represents
more than a demonstration of military preparedness—
it conveys political determination and a willingness to
embrace significant risk for potential strategic gain.
[Asia Times] [ASPI]

China - Hong Kong: Scrapped air mail
center project exposes economic impact
of geopolitical tensions

(dgl) Hong Kong has cancelled an HKD 4.6 billion (USD
592 million) plan to redevelop its air mail center at the
international airport, citing a sharp decline in postal
volumes driven by geopolitical tensions and global
economic uncertainty. The project, intended to
position the city as a logistics and postal hub for the
Greater Bay Area, was deemed no longer cost-effective
after air mail traffic fell 67 percent between 2019 and
2024.

According to the Commerce and Economic
Development Bureau, conflicts such as the Russia-
Ukraine war and new trade restrictions—including the
end of duty-free treatment for small parcels—have
weakened cross-border e-commerce and reduced mail
volume forecasts by nearly 70 percent from original
estimates. The government has already spent HKD 136
million (USD 17.4 million) on consultancy and
preliminary work but has now ordered the contractor
to halt all activity.
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The cancellation follows another suspended
infrastructure project earlier this month and highlights
mounting fiscal pressures amid a growing budget
deficit. Lawmakers criticized the government's
inaccurate forecasts and urged greater scrutiny of
public spending.

While the government plans only to refurbish the
existing facility, industry representatives said the
decision reflects the broader uncertainty facing Hong
Kong's logistics sector as global trade becomes
increasingly constrained by geopolitical rivalry and
shifting supply chain dynamics. [The Standard] [SCMP]

China - Hong Kong: Lawmaker
retirements indicate eventual shift
toward “Patriots-Only” legislature

(dqgl) Louis Loong has announced that he will not seek
re-election in December’s Legislative Council (LegCo)
polls. The 74-year-old lawmaker, representing the real
estate and construction sector, is the 15th current
legislator to step aside, joining a growing group of
lawmakers—many over 70—amid speculation that age
limits may be informally applied for the next term.

Loong's decision follows that of ophthalmologist and
legislator Dennis Lam, 65, who also declared he would
not run again. [The Standard]

Their announcements come as LegCo cancelled its
traditional end-of-term banquet and farewell dinner,
underscoring uncertainty over the chamber's future
composition. Reports indicate that more than one-
third of the current 89 members could be replaced
after the December election.

The upcoming vote will take place under the “patriots-
only” system introduced in 2021, when Beijing
restructured Hong Kong's electoral framework to
ensure loyalist governance. The overhaul sharply
reduced democratic representation and established a
vetting panel to screen candidates—moves Beijing says
enhance stability, but which have drawn strong
international criticism for undermining political
pluralism. [Hong Kong Free Press]

In the latest development, Michael Tien Puk-sun
announced on October 20 that he will not seek re-
election in December, citing age as the main reason for
his retirement and rejecting claims that his decision
was influenced by Beijing.
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Tien, known for his outspokenness within the pro-
establishment camp, has occasionally broken ranks
with the government. He urged Beijing in 2012 to
investigate the death of Tiananmen dissident Li
Wangyang and was the first pro-establishment
lawmaker in 2019 to call for the withdrawal of the
controversial extradition bill that sparked mass
protests. [SCMP]

China - Hong Kong: Self-Censorship
deepens despite slight press freedom
rebound

(dgl) The Hong Kong Journalists Association (HKJA)
reported a modest uptick in press freedom in its latest
survey covering March 2024 to September 2025. The
“Press Freedom Index"” rose to 28.9 points on a 100-
point scale—up from a historic low of 25 in 2023—but
remains “extremely low,” reflecting entrenched
restrictions rather than meaningful improvements. The
survey, conducted with 220 journalists between August
and September 2025, underscores Hong Kong's media
working under sustained pressures. [HKJA]

The decline in press freedom began with the 2019 anti-
extradition protests and intensified following the 2020
national security law and subsequent local Article 23
legislation. Journalists now routinely navigate
restrictions, including visa denials for foreign
reporters, online and offline harassment, and tax
audits targeting independent media outlets.

Self-censorship remains the most critical limitation,
scoring just 1.8 out of 10, largely driven by reporters’
personal fears of legal or professional repercussions.
Surveys indicate 65 percent of foreign correspondents
have self-censored in the past 18 months. The HKJA
emphasizes that this behavior stems from the chilling
effect of national security legislation rather than
managerial pressure.

Institutional challenges compound the situation. The
2024-25 survey temporarily excluded public opinion
due to budgetary and operational constraints,
following scrutiny of the Hong Kong Public Opinion
Research Institute by national security authorities.

Since the security law's implementation, Hong Kong
has seen arrests of journalists, raids on newsroomes,
the closure of multiple outlets (including Apple Daily,
Stand News, and Citizen News), and the loss of over
1,000 media jobs. Public broadcaster RTHK has revised
editorial guidelines, purged archives, and cut news and
satirical programs. Despite this, authorities assert that
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press freedom is “respected and protected,” framing
restrictions as legal compliance rather than
suppression. [Hong Kong Free Press] [NHK]

China - Hong Kong: Tech Giants ordered to
halt stablecoin plans

(dqgl) Signaling caution about the systemic risks posed
by privately issued digital currencies, Beijing has
reportedly instructed major Chinese technology firms,
including Ant Group and JD.com, to pause their
stablecoin plans in Hong Kong. Regulators such as the
People’s Bank of China and the Cyberspace
Administration of China expressed concern over
allowing private companies to issue currency-like
digital instruments.

Hong Kong introduced its stablecoin regulatory
framework in August, following a May bill permitting
licensed entities to issue fiat-backed digital tokens
under the supervision of the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority (HKMA). The announcement initially spurred
investor enthusiasm, sending shares of several
companies higher, though the HKMA has since
indicated that only a limited number of licences will be
granted in the initial phase. [Reuters]

Japan: Sanae Takaichi elected prime
minister

(dgl/ay) Ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
President Sanae Takaichi was elected prime minister
on October 21, making history as Japan's first female
leader. She won decisively in the first round of voting
in the House of Representatives, securing 237 out of
465 votes to 149 for main opposition Constitutional
Democratic Party leader Yoshihiko Noda, avoiding a
runoff. [The Japan Times]

Takaichi's victory followed turbulent weeks which saw
a major shift in the country's political landscape after
Komeito withdrew from the 26-year alliance with the
LDP shortly after Takaichi was elected LDP leader on
October 4, bringing the ruling coalition to collapse and
imperiling Takaichi's premiership.

Only a last-minute new coalition agreement with the
opposition Japan Innovation Party (JIP) formally
concluded on October 20 paved the way to power for
Takaichi. [Kyodo News 1]
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However, analysts have voiced caution over how
sustainable the new alliance will prove. Within the JIP,
concerns persist over past experiences of unfulfilled
LDP promises and a lack of experienced personnel,
prompting the Osaka-based party to remain outside
the Cabinet for now. In last week's coalition talks, the
JIP submitted 12 reform proposals, including
parliamentary seat cuts, a zero-consumption tax on
food, and a ban on corporate donations—many of
which remain contentious.

In the LDP, meanwhile, skepticism centers on
partnering with a long-time rival dominant in Osaka
Prefecture. Lawmakers fear that the JIP's flagship
“Osaka Metropolis Plan” and its “second capital”
initiative—the party’s broader agenda of
decentralization and regional empowerment,
positioning Osaka as a counterweight to Tokyo's
dominance—could reignite regional tensions, as both
policies have previously clashed with LDP positions.

Analysts warn that the coalition’s fragility, coupled with
Ishin’s limited governing experience, could lead to
policy gridlock and strain Takaichi's early leadership,
testing both the durability and direction of Japan’s new
ruling partnership. [The Mainichi 1]

Facing a packed schedule that includes a key policy
address, a meeting with U.S. President Donald Trump,
and upcoming regional summits, Takaichi—a former
economic and internal minister—must act swiftly to
curb inflation and roll out economic stimulus measures
by late December to ease public discontent.

A close disciple of the late former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, she is expected to carry forward his
agenda of bolstering Japan’s defense capabilities,
strengthening the economy, and pursuing a revision of
the country's pacifist constitution. However, questions
remain over how much she can accomplish given her
uncertain political footing as the LDP-JIP coalition is still
short of the majority in the Lower House by two seats.
[Euronews] [The Guardian]

Following her election, Takaichi unveiled her cabinet,
signaling a bid for unity within her own party by
appointing key rivals from the recent party leadership
race to senior posts. Among her notable
appointments, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Shinjiro Koizumi was named defense
minister, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi
became internal affairs minister, and Toshimitsu
Motegi returned as foreign minister. Former Minister
of State for Economic Security Takayuki Kobayashi was
selected as the LDP's policy chief, while Satsuki
Katayama, former Minister for Regional Revitalization
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and Gender Equality, became finance minister—one
two women in her Cabinet, next to Kimi Onoda as
economic security minister. Ryosei Akazawa, known for
his experience in economic diplomacy with the U.S.,
was appointed economy, trade, and industry minister,
just ahead of U.S. President Donald Trump's planned
visit to Japan. [Nikkei Asia] [Channel News Asia] [Kyodo
News 2]

Opposition parties remain divided on unified prime
minister candidate

Leaders of Japan’s three main opposition parties—the
Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ), the
Democratic Party for the People (DPP), and the Japan
Innovation Party (JIP)—failed to agree on a joint
candidate for the upcoming prime ministerial vote
during talks held in Tokyo on October 15.

CDPJ head Yoshihiko Noda called for unity to challenge
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), but DPP chief
Yuichiro Tamaki said “large differences” remained on
constitutional, security, and energy policies. [The
Mainichi 2]

Japan: Takaichi refrains from Yasukuni
visit

(ay/dql) Newly elected ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) leader Sanae Takaichi has decided not to visit
Tokyo's controversial Yasukuni Shrine, a move seen as
an effort to avoid straining relations with China and
South Korea ahead of an expected visit by U.S.
President Donald Trump later this month. Instead,
Takaichi sent a ritual offering on October 17, amid
efforts to solidify her political position amid coalition
negotiations the same day (see article above).

A staunch conservative and protégé of the late former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Takaichi has previously
visited the shrine, which honors Japan’s war dead,
including convicted war criminals, and is viewed by
neighboring China, North Korea and South Korea a
symbol of Japan’s past militarism.

Her decision marks a strategic departure from Abe’s
2013 visit—the last by a sitting premier—that drew
sharp regional backlash. IT underscores a pragmatic
balancing act—aimed at maintaining U.S. alignment
and managing regional sensitivities while pursuing
Japan’s conservative policy agenda at home. [Al
Jazeera] [The Japan Times]
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The development coincided with the death of former
Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama, aged 101,
renowned for the 1995 “Murayama Statement” that
offered a landmark apology for Japan's wartime
aggression. His passing has revived reflection on
Japan's historical accountability as Takaichi positions
herself to lead a new government. [NHR] [The New
York Times]

Japan: Ito Mayor faces imminent dismissal
amid academic fraud scandal

(dgl) Ito Mayor Maki Takubo is poised to lose her
position following an overwhelming defeat of her allies
in the city assembly election held on October 19. The
vote, triggered after Takubo dissolved the assembly in
response to a unanimous no-confidence resolution in
September, returned at least 18 of 20 seats to her
critics—all of whom had supported the prior no-
confidence motion. [The Japan Times]

A pre-election survey indicated that 19 of the 20
elected members intend to back a new no-confidence
motion, making Takubo's removal highly likely. Only
one newly elected member, Motoyuki Katagiri,
expressed support for Takubo. The controversy
centers on allegations that Takubo “intentionally
falsified” her academic credentials, falsely claiming
graduation from Toyo University.

Hiromichi Nakajima, 65, the assembly chair who
spearheaded the allegations, secured re-election and
pledged swift action: a renewed no-confidence motion
followed by a mayoral election to restore local
governance.

If the forthcoming no-confidence motion passes,
Takubo would be dismissed immediately, prompting a
mayoral election within 50 days. [The Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Tokyo Court orders government
compensation over prisoner abuse

(dql) In a case that underscores ongoing concerns
about human rights and accountability within Japan's
correctional system, the Tokyo District Court has
ordered the Japanese government to pay JPY 300,000
(USD 2,000) in damages for verbal abuse and unlawful
acts committed by seven guards at Nagoya Prison in
Aichi Prefecture. The ruling followed a lawsuit by the
inmate’s family, who had sought JPY 40 million (USD
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264,000), alleging the government's failure to provide
timely medical care contributed to his death.

The court rejected claims that the prison’s medical
treatment caused the 71-year-old inmate’s death from
multiple organ failure on March 1, 2022, following a
suspected heart attack. However, the court
acknowledged that the guards violated the inmate’s
personal rights through verbal abuse and misuse of his
thumbprint, acts deemed unjustifiable as they were
unrelated to prison discipline. [The Japan Times]

Japan: IMF upgrades growth outlook

(ay/dql) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
raised Japan’s 2025 growth forecast to 1.1 percent, up
from 0.7 percent in July, citing stronger real wage gains
and resilient private consumption despite external
headwinds from U.S. trade policy and weak global
demand. Growth is expected to ease to 0.6 percent in
2026. [IMF]

In its latest World Economic Outlook, the IMF projected
that the Bank of Japan (BOJ) will gradually lift interest
rates from the current 0.5 percent to around 1.5
percent over the medium term—a level it considers
neutral and consistent with sustaining inflation near
the 2 percent target.

Japan's economy expanded by an annualized 2.2
percent in the second quarter, driven by solid capital
investment and export front-loading by automakers
ahead of U.S. tariffs. However, the IMF warned that
declining export orders and weakening trade volumes
since July indicate mounting pressure from higher U.S.
levies.

Tokyo reached a trade agreement with Washington in
July that reduced U.S. auto tariffs and shielded other
Japanese exports in return for a USD 550 billion
package of Japanese investments and loans to the U.S.

The Bank of Japan (BQJ), which ended a decade of
ultra-loose monetary policy last year and raised rates
for the first time in January, has kept borrowing costs
steady as inflation remains above 2 percent. Governor
Kazuo Ueda signaled continued rate hikes could follow
if Japan's moderate recovery endures. [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, (BOJ) board member Naoki Tamura urged
a gradual increase in interest rates toward levels
considered neutral for the economy, citing stronger-
than-expected inflationary pressures and a more
resilient global outlook. Speaking to business leaders
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in Okinawa, Tamura said inflation could reach the BOJ's
2 percent target sooner than anticipated, raising the
likelihood of further policy tightening.

Tamura, who unsuccessfully proposed raising rates to
0.75 percent in September, suggested that moving
rates closer to 1 percent would help prevent the need
for sharper hikes later. He stressed that Japan's current
0.5 percent rate remains “far from neutral” and has
had only a limited impact on the economy.

While acknowledging risks from U.S. tariffs and
external uncertainties, Tamura said price pressures are
now “skewed to the upside,” arguing that gradual
tightening would better balance inflation control and
growth stability.

His remarks highlight a growing hawkish faction within
the BOJ board, which has seen dissenting votes from
Tamura and fellow member Hajime Takata against
maintaining the current rate. However, Governor
Kazuo Ueda continues to advocate a cautious
approach, warning of risks to Japan's export-
dependent economy.

Most analysts expect the BOJ to raise rates again by
early 2025, though the timing—whether in October,
December, or January—remains uncertain. Market
expectations for an imminent hike have eased
following the election of Sanae Takaichi as ruling party
leader, given her reputation for favoring aggressive
monetary easing. [Reuters 2] [Reuters 3]

Japan: Average rice prices decline for
fourth straight week amid consumer
concerns

(ay) The average retail price of rice in Japan fell for the
fourth consecutive week to JPY 4,142 (USD 27) per 5
kilograms in the week ending October 12, according to
data from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries.

Despite the decline, prices have remained above JPY
4,000 for six straight weeks, reflecting persistent cost
pressures in brand-name rice. Agriculture Minister
Shinjiro Koizumi expressed concern that prolonged
high prices could prompt consumers to reduce rice
purchases, traditionally a dietary staple.

The ministry attributed the price dip to a higher sales
share of blended rice partly incorporating government-
stockpiled grain which rose to 29 percent of
supermarket sales. While blended varieties became
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cheaper, brand-name rice continued to rise in price for
the sixth straight week, averaging JPY 4,440 (USD 29).

Analysts note that this divergence underscores
broader volatility in Japan's food market, where uneven
cost relief has limited overall inflation easing. [The
Japan Times]

Japan: Mining of vast deep-sea rare earth
deposits to begin

(ay) Japan plans to begin small-scale exploratory
mining in January 2026, with potential commercial
supply targeted for 2028, as it seeks to tap into a vast
deep-sea reserve of rare earth elements near
Minamitorishima, its easternmost island. Estimated at
16 million tons, the deposit is one of the world's largest
and could meet global demand for centuries,
potentially reshaping the strategic landscape of critical
mineral supply chains long dominated by China.

The deposits, located up to 6,000 meters below the
ocean surface, contain exceptionally high
concentrations of heavy and medium rare earths—key
materials for electric vehicles, wind turbines,
semiconductors, and advanced weaponry. Yet their
extreme depth makes extraction technologically
demanding and prohibitively expensive, with each
exploratory mission expected to cost over JPY 150
million (USD 1.3 million).

The plan takes on heightened geopolitical importance
as China tightens export controls on several rare earth
elements, using its near-monopoly to exert leverage in
global trade disputes. Experts caution that, despite its
potential, the Minamitorishima project will not displace
China’'s dominance in the short term. Economist
Takahide Kiuchi and policy scholar Kazuto Suzuki note
that Japan would need to develop new refineries and
achieve major technological advances for the project to
become commercially viable. [The Straits Times]

Japan: Government explores destroyer
exports to Southeast Asia amid legal
hurdles

(ay) Japan is studying the possibility of transferring
decommissioned Maritime Self-Defense Force escort
vessels to Southeast Asian nations, including the
Philippines, Indonesia, and Vietnam, as part of the
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country’s efforts to strengthen regional maritime
security and counter China’s growing presence.

The proposal, centered on the export of modified
Abukuma-class destroyer escorts, faces significant
legal barriers under Japan'’s strict defense export
regulations, including the “Three Principles on Transfer
of Defense Equipment and Technology.” They prohibit
transfers to countries involved in conflict or under UN
arms embargoes, allow exports only when contributing
to peace or Japan's security, and require strict
government oversight and transparency.

The principles replaced Japan’'s former near-total arms
export ban, enabling limited defense cooperation with
allies. However, stringent restrictions—especially on
lethal weapons—continue to constrain Japan's defense
exports and pose challenges to reconciling its
expanding security role with its pacifist constitutional
limits

To navigate these restrictions, officials are considering
removing the ships’ lethal weaponry or framing the
transfer as “joint development,” customizing the
vessels with equipment requested by the recipient
nations—a strategy previously applied in Japan-
Australia naval cooperation.

The Philippines has expressed clear interest, with Vice
Adm. Jose Maria Ambrosio Ezpeleta signaling a desire
for up to three ships, although some weapons may
need to be removed. Indonesia and Vietnam are also
potential recipients, consistent with Japan’s 2022
defense build-up plan promoting transfers to like-
minded countries.

The plan has sparked debate in Japan, with legal
scholars cautioning that vague definitions of “joint
development” could lead to unchecked expansion of
arms exports. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Military undersea capabilities
advance with Kawasaki's submarine
launch, missile engine collaboration

(ay) Kawasaki Heavy Industries is expanding its role in
Japan's defense sector, reflecting the country’s gradual
shift toward strategic defense partnerships.

The company recently launched Sougei, the sixth
Taigei-class attack submarine, at its Kobe shipyard.
Equipped with lithium-ion batteries and updated
propulsion systems, the vessel represents a significant


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-di/

upgrade in Japan’s undersea capabilities amid growing
regional maritime competition.

In parallel, Kawasaki is reportedly in discussions with
MBDA—European defense company specializing in the
design and manufacture of missiles and missile
systems and owned by Airbus (France), BAE Systems
(UK), and Leonardo (Italy) to co-develop engines for
Germany's Taurus cruise missiles, signaling deeper
international defense collaboration. While the
arrangement has not been officially confirmed, it
highlights Japan’s evolving approach to advanced
defense technology beyond its traditional postwar
export constraints. [Reuters] [Naval Technology]

Mongolia: Political instability deepens as
parliament removes prime minister and
speaker

(fs) Mongolia's parliament voted on October 17 to
remove prime minister Gombojav Zandanshatar from
the centre-left Mongolian People’s Party (MPP) and
accept the resignation of speaker of parliament
Dashzegve Amarbayasgalan—also from the MPP—,
plunging the country into renewed political
uncertainty.

Zandanshatar, who took office in June as Mongolia's
32nd prime minister, lost a confidence vote just four
months into his term. He will remain acting prime
minister until a successor is appointed.

71 lawmakers voted for his dismissal and 40 against.
The motion, introduced by over 50 members, accused
Zandanshatar of constitutional violations, chiefly for
unilaterally appointing a new minister of justice and
home affairs without consulting parliament or the
president. Additional concerns were raised about his
public comments on a judicial investigation and alleged
favoritism in mineral export pricing policies. [Al
Jazeera]

Zandanshatar, a Russian-educated economist, had
replaced Luvsannamsrai Oyun-Erdene, who resigned in
June amid corruption scandals and mass protests due
to allegations that his son and daughter-in-law's lavish
lifestyle may have been funded through corruption
(see AR No. 22, June/2025, 1).

The MPP has since then become embroiled in internal
conflict between Zandanshatar and Amarbayasgalan
supporters, fueled by the election of Amarbayasgalan
as the new MPP chairman on September 28 (see AIR
No. 40, October/2025, 1).
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The political turmoil coincides with a tense period as
next year's budget remains unapproved amid strikes
by teachers demanding pay increases and similar
threats from medical workers (see article below).

Observers warn that the latest shakeup could
undermine policy continuity and weaken investor
confidence in the resource-dependent nation.
[Reuters]

On October 20, President Ukhnaa Khurelstkh vetoed
the dismissal of Zandanshatar, citing constitutional
violations. According to the President's Office, the
parliament failed to follow proper procedures when
voting on the motion of no confidence.

The case will now be reviewed by the Constitutional
Court's full bench to determine whether the process
breached the constitution. [SCMP]

Mongolia: Teachers and doctors demand
salary increase, government approves
partial raises amid budget limits

(fs) The Mongolian Federation of Education and
Science Trade Unions has demanded that teachers’
base salaries be raised to MNT 3.5 million
(approximately USD 973), a move the Ministry of
Education estimates would require MNT 3.3 trillion
(around USD 918 million) annually. Currently, the basic
salary of teachers is USD 389. [Education International]

Education workers already held a peaceful nationwide
protest on September 24 (see AiR No. 39,
September/2025, 5). As no improvement has been
made, they announced an indefinite strike starting
October 16. [GoGO]

The Confederation of Mongolian Medical Workers'
Trade Unions announced that healthcare employees
would also begin a sit-in protest demanding fair wages
and a realistic allocation of the 2026 state budget. The
protest started on October 16 and will last at least 7
days in case the demands are not met.

Union chairwoman Ch. Narantuya stated that hospitals
across the country are facing severe financial
difficulties, with many owing between MNT 1.5 billion
and MNT 1.7 billion (approximately USD 417,000-
473,000). She warned that hospitals are on the brink of
shutdown due to shortages of medicines, medical
supplies, and even basic protective equipment.
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She also criticized authorities for ignoring repeated
appeals, saying healthcare workers are being silenced
and pressured despite deteriorating conditions and
unpaid social insurance contributions. [iToim]

Finance Minister Javkhlan Bold reported that
increasing teachers' and doctors’ salaries by 15-20
percent and pensions by eight percent would cost MNT
831 billion (around USD 231 million). The government
has agreed in principle to raise salaries and pensions
by 8-20 percent, within the 2026 budget cap limiting
current expenditure to 24 percent of GDP, although an
official decision is yet to be taken. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Government approves five-year
national development plan

(fs) The Mongolian Cabinet, during its regular meeting
on October 15, approved the draft resolution on the
Five-Year Development Guidelines of Mongolia for
2026-2030 and agreed to submit it to Parliament.

The plan aligns with the country’s long-term Vision
2050 strategy and the Government's 2024-2028 action
program. It outlines eight policy priorities: human
development; social progress and national values;
economy and infrastructure; environment and green
economy; governance and digital transition; regional
development; national competitiveness; and science,
technology, and artificial intelligence. It will be
developed through 14 public consultations and expert
reviews by the Academy of Sciences.

The Cabinet also approved the establishment of a
state-owned General Education E-School in
Ulaanbaatar, set to operate under international
standards beginning in the 2025-2026 academic year.
The initiative aims to provide equitable access to
quality education regardless of geography, particularly
for rural students and Mongolian children living
abroad.

Additionally, the government endorsed a draft law
ratifying a bilateral pension cooperation agreement
with Kazakhstan. The accord will allow citizens of both
countries to combine working years and contributions
for pension eligibility. As of 2023, over 8,000 Mongolian
citizens resided in Kazakhstan, including 3,100 formally
employed workers. [Sonin]
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Mongolia: Ulaanbaatar to build first
waste-to-energy plant under public-
private partnership

(fs) The Citizens’ Representative Khural of Ulaanbaatar,
the city’s parliament, has authorized Mayor
Khishgeegiin Nyambaatar to sign a public-private
partnership agreement for the construction of
Mongolia’s first waste-to-energy plant.

The new facility will have the capacity to incinerate
1,500 tons of waste per day and generate 35
megawatts of electricity. The selected private partner is
China's Sichuan Energy Investment Energy
Conservation and Environmental Protection
Investment Co., Ltd.

Construction is expected to take two years. Once
operational, the plant will process about 31.8 percent
of the city's waste, provide power to over 2,300
households, reduce annual carbon dioxide emissions
by 106,100 tons, create jobs, and rehabilitate
surrounding landfill areas. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Moody’s upgrades credit rating
to B1

(fs) Moody's Ratings, a leading credit rating agency, has
upgraded Mongolia’s sovereign credit rating from B2 to
B1 with a stable outlook, citing the country’s efforts to
diversify its export base and maintain stable economic
growth despite political and economic uncertainty.

The agency noted that Mongolia’s increased copper
exports helping reduce the economy's vulnerability to
commodity price fluctuations. Despite a 27 percent
decline in coal prices in 2025, Mongolia's growing
copper output, particularly from the Oyu Tolgoi mine,
and exploration of gold and rare earths—including 3.1
million tons of proven rare earth ore—have helped
offset revenue losses and reduced dependence on
coal. The economy grew 5.1 percent in 2024 and is
expected to expand around 5.5 percent in 2025 and
2026.

Although coal still accounts for more than half of
Mongolia's total exports and remains heavily
dependent on China, the continued expansion of
copper exports has strengthened economic resilience.

The country's debt ratio has fallen from over 90
percent of GDP in 2016 to an estimated 42.6 percent
this year, although the fiscal deficit is projected to
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widen to about 3 percent of GDP in 2025 and an
average 4.5-6 percent from 2026-2028. Moody's
anticipates the debt burden will rise to 48 percent of
GDP by 2028, remaining in line with peers rated B1-B2.
The agency expects external liquidity pressures to
remain elevated but manageable, with market access
for debt financing sustainable even amid sizable 2027-
2028 obligations. [Bloomberg TV] [Investing.com]

Mongolia: Rio Tinto’s USD 138.75 million
settlement over Oyu Tolgoi investor
lawsuit to be approved

(fs) A U.S. judge has indicated readiness to approve Rio
Tinto's USD 138.75 million settlement to resolve a
lawsuit accusing the Anglo-Australian mining company
of misleading investors over delays and cost overruns
in the USD 6.75 billion underground expansion of
Mongolia’s Oyu Tolgoi copper and gold mine.

The settlement, first reached in June, involves
shareholders of the former Montreal-based Turquoise
Hill Resources, a company once majority-owned by Rio
Tinto (see AiR No. 25, June/2025, 4).

The case, led by Chicago-based private investment firm
Pentwater Capital Management, covers investors who
held Turquoise Hill shares between July 2018 and July
2019. Pentwater described the settlement as
reasonable, estimating it at 34 to 43 percent of
potential damages.

Oyu Tolgoi, Mongolia's largest mining project, was
previously 66 percent owned by Turquoise Hill and 34
percent by the Mongolian government before Rio Tinto
fully acquired Turquoise Hill in 2022. [Reuters]

North Korea: Reports point to four
political prison camps in operation

(sm) On October 17, the Korea Institute for National
Unification (KINU) has claimed that North Korea is
operating four political prison camps or 'kwan-liso’,
holding an estimated 50,000-65,500 detained
individuals.

KINU identified through satellite imagery camps in
Kaechon, Pukchang, Chongjin, and near the Punggue-ri
nuclear testing site, where previous reports from
North Korean defectors claim that inmates face
intense force labor and inhumane labor conditions.
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The latest numbers mark a decline from earlier
estimates from 2013 of up to 120,000 and the
subsequent closure of the Camp 15, known as the
Yodok concentration camp.

KINU's findings echo those of other investigating
institutions, such as the UN Commision of Inquiry’s
past reports describing these 'kwan-liso” as part of a
system of state repression and possible crimes against
humanity.

North Korea has consistently denied the camps’
existence and claims of human rights abuses upon its
citizens. [Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea: 100-day coal campaign
linked to Party anniversary rolled out

(sm) Following the 80th Workers' Party anniversary
held on October 10 (see AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2),
Pyongyang has initiated a 100-day coal production
campaign, framing it as a “battle of loyalty” to sustain

the momentum from the celebration.

Beginning in early July, state media described the effort
as a “battle of loyalty”, with miners promised food
incentives such as pork, flour, and cooking oil for
exceeding quotas. Managers of sites like Dokchon Area
Coal Mining Enterprise and the youths’ Jenam Coal
Mine, have been urged to join miners underground to
encourage participation, even as reports cite frequent
previous mine collapses caused by timber shortages
and unsafe working conditions in recent years. [Daily
NK 1] [Daily NK 2]

The campaign recalls the “80-day battle” of 2020, when
Pyongyang launched a similar production drive to
recover from natural disasters and the economic
fallout of COVID-19 border closures. That campaign,
while politically charged, reportedly produced only
short-term gains and was marked by worker
exhaustion and limited resources. [The Mainichi]

North Korea: Crackdown on smugglers
using Chinese ties intensified

(sm) North Korean authorities have reportedly stepped
up on a crackdown on individuals using Chinese
intermediaries to smuggle goods across the border.
Over 60 people are reportedly detained, and more
than ten Chinese nationals have been summoned for
questioning over the illicit trading, also known “favor
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packing trade” or the practice of hiding contraband
goods in personal luggage. The crackdown has
broadened beyond state trading firms, targeting even
intermediaries who merely broker contacts or
requests. [Daily NK 1]

The enforcement wave also follows tighter controls on
illicit trade, which have disrupted long-standing
smuggling networks for items such as cigarettes and
restricted informal supply routes. At the same time,
more Chinese resellers have reportedly been offering
North Korean-made goods online, suggesting the
small-scale traders continue to adapt despite U.N.
sanctions.

Together, these moves indicate coordinated efforts by
both Beijing and Pyongyang to constrain semi-official
smuggling channels that once helped sustain the
North’s fragile economy. [Daily NK 2] [NK News]

North Korea: Soldier defects across
heavily fortified border

(dgl) On October 19, a North Korean soldier defected
to South Korea, crossing the heavily fortified central
section of the land border, according to South Korea’s
military. The soldier expressed a desire to resettle in
the South, marking the first reported military defection
since August 2024. Defections via the land border are
rare due to its dense security, including landmines,
barbed wire, and combat troops, with most North
Koreans historically fleeing through China.

The incident comes amid tensions on the Korean
Peninsula, as North Korea continues to reject
engagement from South Korea's new liberal president,
Lee Jae Myung, who assumed office in June promising
improved inter-Korean relations. [The Guardian] [Al
Jazeeral]

South Korea: Ruling party proposes
controversial Supreme Court expansion

(dql) The ruling Democratic Party (DP) has unveiled a
draft judiciary reform plan, proposing to expand the
Supreme Court from 14 to 26 justices. If enacted, this
would allow President Lee Jae Myung to appoint a
majority of the bench by the end of his term in 2030,
effectively shifting the court’s balance away from
justices appointed under former President Yoon Suk
Yeol. The expansion would add four justices annually
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over three years, with each justice serving six-year
terms.

The reform also aims to diversify the Supreme Court
Justice Recommendation Committee, implement
judicial performance evaluations, increase public
access to lower court rulings, and introduce a pre-
hearing process for search and seizure warrants.

While the draft does not currently allow the
Constitutional Court to review Supreme Court
decisions, party leadership plans to propose a
separate bill to enable such oversight, citing the need
to safeguard citizens' rights.

The proposal follows scrutiny of Supreme Court Chief
Justice Jo Hee-de over allegations of political bias in a
May case involving election law violations by Lee
during the 2024 presidential race. In that full bench
session, ten justices appointed under Yoon voted to
remand Lee's case, highlighting concerns over the
court's current composition and fueling the Democratic
Party's push for reform. [The Korea Herald]

The DP's judicial reform plan is expected to face strong
resistance from both the Supreme Court and the
opposition People Power Party. The Supreme Court
has criticized the proposed scale and pace of
expanding the number of justices as excessive,
warning that the reform could make the judiciary
subordinate to party politics. Previously, the court
suggested a gradual increase of one to two justices
every one to two years.

The opposition People Power Party (PPP) condemned
the bill as a “roadmap to seize control of the judiciary,”
arguing that appointing 22 of 26 justices would allow
the president to dominate Supreme Court rulings,
undermining judicial independence. [Hankyoreh]

The controversy reflects ongoing partisan tensions
between the DP and PPP over the balance of power in
South Korea's judiciary, raising concerns that the
proposed reforms could strengthen executive
influence over the Supreme Court and undermine
judicial independence.

South Korea: Ruling party lawmakers
push ahead with supreme court
inspection amid opposition boycott

(mo) Lawmakers from South Korea’s ruling Democratic
Party (DP) conducted an on-site inspection of the
Supreme Court on October 15 defying objections from
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the main opposition People Power Party (PPP) during
the National Assembly’s ongoing parliamentary audit.

Legislation and Judiciary Committee chair Choo Mi-ae
confirmed the inspection would proceed as planned,
urging court officials to cooperate. The DP aims to
review electronic records and data related to the
Supreme Court's May ruling ordering a retrial of
President Lee Jae Myung, which overturned his
previous acquittal in an election law case.

PPP lawmakers protested the move, with some
attempting to block DP members from leaving the
session and threatening to boycott further
proceedings. [The Korea Times]

The DP's move came Supreme Court Chief Justice Jo
Hee-de refused to testify in Lee’s above mentioned
case during a heated National Assembly audit on
October 13, rejecting DP lawmakers' efforts to question
him over alleged interference in the June 3 presidential
election, citing judicial independence.

The controversy centers on Lee’s 2021 campaign false
statement case, whose Supreme Court reversal shortly
before the election sparked accusations of politically
motivated timing (see AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2).

South Korea: Ex-President Yoon
questioned over martial law, drone
provocation toward North Korea

(mo) Former South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol
was questioned on October 15 by a special counsel
over allegations that he plotted to impose martial law
and ordered a provocative drone mission toward
North Korea last October to trigger retaliation and use
it as a pretext for the martial law.

Yoon, who has been detained since July and faces
insurrection charges over his brief December 2023
martial law decree, invoked his right to remain silent
during the session.

North Korea had claimed a South Korean drone flew
over Pyongyang and sought an international
investigation, which the UN aviation agency rejected.
Yoon has repeatedly ignored previous summons and
was denied bail last month. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Separately, a Seoul court rejected an arrest warrant for
former Justice Minister Park Sung-jae in connection
with the same case. Park is accused of aiding Yoon to
impose martial law in December. The Seoul Central
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District Court cited insufficient grounds for detention
and no risk of flight or evidence destruction, noting
that Park’s actions remain legally disputable.

Investigators allege Park facilitated the attempted
insurrection by preparing directives for travel bans,
detentions, and prosecutor deployments under a
martial law command. The ruling follows a similar
decision in August denying a warrant for former Prime
Minister Han Duck-soo, also implicated in the case.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: 20-month medical system
crisis ends

(dql) South Korea will lift its highest-level health
emergency alert, which was declared during last year's
nationwide doctors' strike, officially ending a medical
crisis that lasted nearly 20 months. Health Minister
Jeong Eun-kyeong announced the deactivation of the
“serious” alert on October 19, citing stabilization of the
healthcare system and the return of most medical
residents earlier this year.

The alert, first issued on February 23, 2024, marked
the first time South Korea had declared a “serious”
crisis in its healthcare sector. During the standoff, the
government mobilized public hospitals, extended
operating hours, hired temporary staff, and increased
emergency treatment fees to maintain essential
services.

Jeong said the system has now largely returned to 95
percent of normal operations, with emergency and
critical care capacity nearly restored. Temporary
financial measures will be phased out, while successful
initiatives like clinical support nurses, telemedicine,
and hospitalist programs will be retained. She also
expressed gratitude to medical staff and emergency
responders and apologized to patients affected by
service disruptions. [The Korea Herald]

The medical crisis began in February 2024 when
thousands of medical residents went on strike to
protest the government's plan to expand medical
school admissions, prompting the first-ever “serious”
health emergency alert in the country. The strike
disrupted hospital operations, emergency care, and
critical services for nearly 20 months, requiring
temporary staff, extended hospital hours, and special
financial measures to maintain essential healthcare.
The crisis largely ended earlier this year as most
residents returned, allowing the government to lift the
alert and normalize healthcare operations.
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South Korea: Government faces backlash
over semiconductor cluster energy plan

(mo) The government has been pushing a nationwide
“energy expressway” of renewable power lines to
support Samsung and SK Hynix’'s planned Yongin
semiconductor cluster.

The plan has triggered backlash for being rushed
without public consultation, deepening regional
inequalities, and showing low efficiency. Some experts
now argue that the Yongin project should be
reconsidered entirely and that the country’s broader
power-transmission strategy needs to be redesigned.
[Digi Times]

The Yongin Semiconductor Cluster is an expansive
industrial development in Gyeonggi Province, South
Korea, strategically positioned to become a global
leader in semiconductor manufacturing. Spanning
approximately 7.28 million square meters, it is set to
house six advanced semiconductor fabrication plants,
three power plants, and over 60 suppliers specializing
in materials, parts, and equipment. The “energy
expressway" refers to a planned nationwide network of
high-capacity power transmission lines intended to
deliver electricity to support the cluster.

South Korea: President ease rules on bio,
and renewables

(mo) On October 16, President Lee Jae-myung
announced that regulations on the bio, renewable
energy, and cultural industries could be streamlined if
risk factors are sufficiently minimized. At the second
Regulatory Rationalization Strategy Meeting, he
emphasized that revitalizing economic and corporate
activity is essential for economic recovery and
improving people’s livelihoods, and that regulatory
reform is central to this.

He warned against entrenched bureaucracy that
enforces outdated norms for convenience, arguing
that the government should focus more on mediating
conflicting interests rather than defaulting on
regulation. Citing local opposition to solar installations,
he suggested that if disaster risks are minimized and
benefits are shared with residents, opposition would
diminish and strict setback rules would become
unnecessary.
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The meeting was attended by leaders from major
industries, including Korea Investment Partners, Naver
Webtoon, Korea Zinc, SK Biopharmaceuticals, BAN
Entertainment, Lucas Bio, and representatives from
the broadcasting sector and academia. [The Chosun
Daily]

South Korea: Country nears 80 percent of
annual deficit target in eight months

(mo) South Korea's national finances posted their
largest January-to-August deficit in five years.
According to the Ministry of Economy and Finance, the
managed fiscal balance—which excludes surpluses
from social security funds and is considered a more
accurate gauge of the government's financial health—
recorded a deficit of USD 65 billion in the first eight
months of the year. This is the biggest shortfall for the
same period since 2020, when the pandemic drove
extraordinary spending.

While tax receipts were strong—national tax revenue
rose to USD 193.2 billion, up USD 21.2 billion year-on-
year, led by higher corporate and income tax
collections—government spending grew at a faster
pace. Total expenditure reached USD 359.6 billion, up
USD 28.4 billion (8.6 percent) from a year earlier.
Budget spending increased by USD 24.8 billion, and
government fund spending rose by USD 3.7 billion.

As a result, nearly 80 percent of the government's full-
year deficit target of USD 82.7 billion, based on the
second supplementary budget, has already been
consumed in just eight months. Meanwhile, central
government debt reached USD 65.4 billion USD at the
end of August, increasing by USD 934.0 million from
the previous month and by 15.1 billion USD compared
with the end of last year.

Taken together, the data suggest that although
revenue momentum has improved, heavy and
accelerating expenditure continues to strain public
finances, bringing the deficit back to pandemic-era
levels. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Exports hit record USD on
chip and auto boom

(mo) South Korea's exports hit a record USD 185 billion
in Q3 and totaled USD 519.7 billion USD in January-
September, up 2.2 percent year-on-year, driven mainly
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by semiconductors and automobiles. Semiconductor
exports reached USD 119.7 billion USD and autos USD
54.1 billion, both all-time highs for the period.
Cosmetics and agro-fisheries also hit records, boosted
by global demand for South Korean cultural products.

In contrast, petroleum, petrochemicals, steel, and
machinery exports declined due to lower oil prices and
steep U.S. steel tariffs.

Officials credited market diversification and product
competitiveness, and said Seoul is negotiating tariffs
with the U.S. while seeking to sustain export
momentum despite a protectionist trade climate. [The
Korea Herlad]

South Korea: President vows to boost
defense and aerospace R&D

(dqgl) President Lee Jae Myung has announced that
South Korea will make bold investments in defense
and aerospace research and development through
2030 to secure critical technologies and advance
indigenous weapon systems. Speaking at the Seoul
International Aerospace & Defense Exhibition 2025,
Lee outlined a vision to position South Korea among
the world’s top four defense powers.

The government plans to focus spending on
homegrown technologies, components, and materials,
including specialized semiconductors for defense
applications. Lee also pledged reforms to accelerate
the adoption of innovative technologies by the armed
forces, expand access for midsized firms and startups,
and implement a "fast-track" system for new
technologies.

Highlighting the need for global cooperation, Lee
emphasized that South Korea aims not only to export
advanced products but also to become a trusted
security partner. [Yonhap News Agency]

In line with this strategy, Chief of Staff Kang Hoon-sik
departed for Europe to strengthen defense industry
partnerships and advance arms exports, with major
weapons acquisition decisions expected soon. He
reported ly plans to visit Germany and Poland. [The
Korea Herald]

South Korea: Government to inspect gift-
card laundering tied to Cambodian scam
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rings

(mo) Financial Supervisory Service (FSS) chief Lee Chan-
jin said the agency will immediately launch an
inspection into allegations that mobile gift certificates
are being used to launder criminal proceeds generated
domestically from voice phishing and other crimes tied
to a Cambodian scam complex.

The remarks came during a parliamentary audit after
lawmaker Park Chan-dae revealed suspicious activity at
a licensed issuer that reportedly issued and refunded
USD 3.7 million in four days despite minimal annual
revenue, with mismatched identities between refund
and cash recipients.

A Cambodia-based romance-scam ring was previously
found to have laundered part of its USD 8.9 million
fraud proceeds via mobile gift certificates. Lee said the
FSS will examine the broader prepaid electronic
payments market for anti-money-laundering
compliance and pursue institutional fixes if needed. He
also announced a sweeping overhaul of financial KPI
systems, criticizing incentive structures that reward
short-term gains while avoiding responsibility for large-
scale failures, and urged firms to adopt a “would you
sell it to your own family” standard in product design.
[The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Defense minister calls for Al-
driven surveillance to strengthen border
security

(mo) South Korean Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back
emphasized the need to integrate artificial intelligence
(Al) and other advanced technologies into border
surveillance operations. During a visit to the Army’s
22nd Division on the eastern front line, Ahn inspected
an Al-based surveillance system, calling it “the key to
building a smart and strong military.”

Amid a declining troop population, the military is
expanding high-tech initiatives to strengthen readiness
for future warfare. Ahn also pledged to improve
soldiers’ working conditions, calling it an urgent
defense priority. [The Korea Times]

Taiwan: Main opposition party elects new
leader
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(dgl) Taiwan’'s main opposition party, the Kuomintang
(KMT), has elected former lawmaker Cheng Li-wun as
its new chairperson in a closely watched race marked
by accusations of Chinese interference. Cheng, the
only female candidate and a self-styled reformist, won
comfortably with or 50.15 percent of the total votes
against former Taipei Mayor Hau Lung-bin, who trailed
at 35.85 percent, and four other contenders. Voter
participation was comparatively low, with under 40
percent of KMT members casting ballots, prompting
concerns about the party’s internal engagement.
[Focus Taiwan] [Grand Pinnacle Tribune]

Her victory comes at a pivotal moment for the party,
which retains significant legislative influence as the
largest party in parliament despite losing three
consecutive presidential elections to the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP).

Cheng, a former DPP member who left the party in
2002 and joined the KMT in 2005, is set to assume
office in November and will steer the KMT's direction
ahead of the 2026 local and 2028 presidential
elections. Succeeding outgoing Eric Chu, her victory
makes her the second woman to lead the 130-year-old
KMT, East Asia’s oldest political party.

Seen as a reformist and a fresh voice, Cheng aims to
transform the KMT from a “flock of sheep” into a “pack
of lions,” appealing to youth, moderates, and women.
Analysts suggest her leadership signals a generational
shift and renewed energy within the party, which has
lost three consecutive presidential elections to the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) since 2016.

Although in opposition, the KMT as the largest party in
parliament retains substantial legislative influence and
can—together with the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP), the
second opposition party—shape key national policies,
including Taiwan’s approach to Beijing.

She has pledged to transform the party into a more
assertive political force, opposing President Lai Ching-
te's plan to raise defense spending to 5 percent of
GDP. Emphasizing pragmatism in cross-strait relations,
Cheng stated the KMT would act as a “peacemaker,”
avoiding both provocation and subservience in
Taiwan's geopolitical positioning. She called on the DPP
to stop exploiting anti-China sentiment for electoral
gain, urging an end to rhetoric that fuels political
division. The DPP, however, warned the new
leadership to remain vigilant against Chinese influence
and to put national security above party politics.

The election was overshadowed by allegations of
Chinese meddling, as Taiwan's National Security
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Bureau identified over 1,000 TikTok videos and 23
YouTube accounts discussing the vote, many
originating abroad. Rejecting claims that the China-
friendly KMT is influenced by Beijing, Cheng
denounced such accusations as “cheap labels” used to
discredit her party during elections. She argued that
persistent “red-tagging” undermines Taiwan'’s unity and
democratic progress. [AP News] [The Straits Times] [Al
Jazeeral

Chinese President Xi Jinping congratulated Cheng on
her election, emphasizing the importance of
strengthening the political ties between the Chinese
Communist Party and KMT, encouraging greater
engagement with the Taiwanese populace, deepening
cross-strait exchanges, and promoting “common
development” as part of advancing China’s goal of
national reunification. [The State Council, China]

Taiwan: Legislature approves special
budget

(dgl) On October 17, Parliament approved a revised
NTD 544.7 billion (USD 17.7 billion) special budget,
trimming NTD 5.3 billion (USD 172 million) from the
Cabinet’s original NTD 550 billion (USD 17.9 billion)
proposal. Key allocations for social welfare, industry
support, labor protection, and the NTD 236 billion
(USD 7.66) cash handout program for citizens and
eligible foreign residents remain intact, with
disbursements set to begin in early November.

Most reductions targeted defense spending, notably
the Ministry of National Defense’'s (MND) controversial
NTD120-per-500-cc bottled water program. Lawmakers
cut NTD 400 million (USD 13 million) from the plan,
reducing it to around NTD 390 million (USD 12.7
million), citing high costs and unclear logistics. The
ministry argued the program was intended to ensure
emergency and overseas mission water supply but
later accepted reductions after confirming local
suppliers could provide equivalent water.

The debate highlighted broader tensions over Taiwan's
defense priorities. Main opposition party, Kuomintang
(KMT), legislators criticized the program as wasteful,
urging focus on combat readiness and supply-chain
resilience, while ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(PPP) lawmakers warned that excessive cuts could
expose Taiwan to foreign military risks. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Lawmaker sparks debate by
suggesting caning for fraudsters

(dqgl) Main opposition party, Kuomintang (KMT),
lawmaker Hung Meng-kai drew widespread attention
with a Facebook post proposing caning as punishment
for individuals convicted of fraud, citing Singapore's
recent plans to expand judicial caning for scammers.
Hung's post, which has garnered over 100,000 likes,
argued that Taiwan'’s existing penalties have been
insufficient to curb fraud, and suggested studying
Singapore’s system through legislative exchanges.

The proposal has prompted debate among scholars,
public figures, and lawmakers. Critics, including ruling
Democratic Progressive Party lawmaker Chuang Jui-
hsiung, warned that adopting corporal punishment
would violate human rights, draw international
condemnation, and offer little rehabilitative value.

Observers also noted Taiwan'’s legal obligations under
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
which prohibits corporal punishment. Hung did not
indicate any plans to formally pursue legislation on
caning. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Cabinet unveils new drone
industry plan

(yl/dgl) The Cabinet has approved a NTD 44.2 billion
(USD 1.43 billion) plan to develop the domestic drone
industry through 2030. Led by the Ministry of
Economic Affairs, the initiative aims to expand market
demand, advance technology, refine regulations, and
strengthen industry clusters, positioning Taiwan as
Asia's hub for a “democratic drone supply chain” with
an annual output target of NTD 40 billion (USD 1.3
billion) by 2030.

Domestic procurement is expected to reach 100,000
drones over the next three years, driven largely by
demand from the Ministry of National Defense and
other government agencies. Internationally, over 250
Taiwanese companies in the Taiwan Excellence Drone
International Business Opportunities Alliance will
target global markets seeking supply chains free of
Chinese involvement.

The plan emphasizes technological development of
domestic drone chips and software through industry-
research collaborations and international technology
transfers, supported by memorandums of
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understanding with eight countries, including the U.S.,
Japan, Czechia, and Poland.

It also covers unmanned surface and underwater
vehicles for both military applications and offshore
wind power development, with new regulations and
cybersecurity standards to govern the industry. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan's competitive advantages include a complete
ICT-based drone supply chain, rapid and flexible
production capacity, and independence from Chinese-
manufactured components, supported by around 250
domestic manufacturers. However, the industry still
faces significant challenges. Key components such as
thermal cameras, GPS and flight controller chips,
communication modules, and ground control software
remain reliant on imports. The small domestic market
also drives up costs, while insufficient testing sites and
the lack of unified industry standards limit growth.
[Taipei Times]

Taiwan seeks to become Asia’s “democratic drone
supply chain hub,” leveraging its ICT base and
independence from Chinese-made components. The
plan also funds Al-driven flight software, local chip
development, and testing centers, while expanding
cooperation with partners including the U.S., Japan,
Czech Republic, and Poland. [Anadolu Agency]

Taiwan: Labor ministry requires
employers to provide pensions for long-
term blue-collar foreign workers

(dqgl) The Ministry of Labor (MOL) has mandated that
employers begin contributing to pension funds for
blue-collar foreign workers who have been employed
by the same company for over ten years. The directive,
effective April 1 next year, requires monthly
contributions of 2-15 percent of workers’ wages to a
retirement fund.

Previously, foreign workers—primarily from the
Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam—were
exempt under the old labor pension system, as they
were considered “supplementary labor” due to six-year
residency limits.

The policy change follows the relaxation of migrant
labor rules and the introduction of the Long-term
Retention Program, allowing foreign workers to qualify
for pensions. Over 7,000 Taiwanese companies employ
blue-collar foreign workers, though not all have
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established labor retirement reserve accounts. [Focus
Taiwan]

Meanwhile, Premier Cho Jung-tai has announced that
the government will soon launch a labor force review
to reshape Taiwan'’s foreign worker recruitment
system. The review, conducted by the Ministry of
Labor, will assess the pace and scale of foreign worker
intake, identify priority sectors, and set measurable
goals, with findings to be released publicly. Cho also
highlighted plans to support small and medium-sized
enterprises in land use, workforce training, and the
adoption of digital and green practices as part of
Taiwan's net-zero transformation.

With around 850,000 migrant workers in Taiwan as of
August, the review aims to balance competitiveness
with fair job opportunities for local workers, ensuring
both employers and employees can adapt to evolving
economic and labor conditions. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: GDP growth forecast raised to
5.45 percent for 2025 amid Al-driven
export boom

(yl) Taiwanese think tank Chung-Hua Institution for
Economic Research (CIER) has sharply upgraded
Taiwan's 2025 GDP growth forecast to 5.45 percent,
citing strong global demand for Al-related products
and robust semiconductor exports. The revision marks
a major jump from its July estimate of 3.05 percent,
making CIER the first local think tank to project growth
above 5 percent.

CIER attributed the momentum to accelerated
shipments ahead of U.S. tariff changes and a surge in
Al-driven semiconductor demand. Inflation is forecast
at 1.81 percent, while the Taiwan dollar is expected to
strengthen as U.S. interest rates decline. CIER
cautioned that ongoing U.S.-China tensions and trade
uncertainties remain key risks to the outlook. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Early warning systems against
Chinese security threats to be
strengthened

(dqgl) The National Security Bureau (NSB) has
announced plans to bolster early warning systems
against extreme threats, focusing on three main
categories: Chinese hybrid infiltration, violent attacks,
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and drone-related hazards. According to the NSB,
Beijing continues to target Taiwan's military and
government agencies through online networks and
recruitment of active-duty personnel and may exploit
public events involving the president or vice president
to provoke protests or disturbances.

The bureau identified two primary types of violent
attacks: sudden, lone-wolf incidents driven by personal
political motives, which test the readiness of close-
protection teams, and mass unrest, which can reveal
gaps in security perimeters and guard training. Drones,
increasingly compact, multifunctional, and Al-enabled,
pose significant risks to key individuals and critical
infrastructure, with potential uses ranging from
physical attacks to intelligence gathering and
communication disruption.

To counter these threats, the NSB plans to integrate
intelligence from domestic agencies, enhance
information sharing on Chinese infiltration,
cybercrimes, and major protests, and strengthen
guard deployments based on threat assessments. It
will also develop a behavioral database on violent
tendencies among extremist or discontented groups,
cross-referencing online activity with police records,
and has recently acquired drone-jamming rifles to
enhance counter-drone capabilities. [Taiwan News]
[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Military to receive first harpoon
coastal defense systems ahead of littoral
command launch

(dqgl) Taiwan is expected to receive its first shipment of
Harpoon Coastal Defense Systems (HCDS) from the
United States by the turn of the year, enabling the
planned “littoral combatant command” to achieve
initial critical capability.

The command, set to be officially established on Jan. 1,
2026, will integrate up to 100 HCDS launchers and 400
RGM-84L-4 Harpoon Block Il surface-launched anti-
ship missiles, along with supporting radar and
transporter trucks. Unmanned aerial and surface
vehicles will also be incorporated into the command’s
layered coastal strike and interdiction missions.

The U.S. announced the USD 2.37 billion package in
2020, which includes missiles, launchers, radar
systems, spare parts, and technical support. Taiwan
already operates multiple Harpoon variants, including
air-, ship-, submarine-, and ground-launched systems.
[Focus Taiwan]
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Meanwhile, Taiwan may not receive all 66 F-16V Block
70 fighter jets by the end of 2026 as originally planned,
Defense Minister Wellington Koo stated on October 21.
The jets, procured from Lockheed Martin for
approximately USD 8 billion, include new aircraft and
an earlier upgrade of 140 F-16A/B planes to F-16V
Block 20, completed in 2023.

Koo noted that while deliveries will continue next year,
production and delivery delays make it uncertain
whether the full batch will arrive on schedule. The new
jets are planned for deployment at Zhihang Air Base in
Taitung, and the Air Force will spend an additional NTD
4 billion (USD 115 million) to extend pilot training at
Morris Air National Guard Base in Arizona. [Taiwan
News]

Taiwan: High Court sentences woman to
32 months for providing government
secrets to China

(dgl/yl) On October 16, the Taiwan High Court
sentenced Ma Chih-wei to 32 months in prison for
providing government secrets to China in exchange for
election campaign funding. Ma received NTD 1.05
million (USD 34,260) in cash and cryptocurrency from
two acquaintances in China to support her 2024
legislative campaign in Taoyuan, supplying them with
business cards, names, addresses, and phone
numbers of government officials and institutions.

A district court had previously found Ma guilty of
violating the Personal Data Protection Act and
sentenced her to eight months but acquitted her of
charges under the Anti-Infiltration and National
Security Acts. Both sides appealed, and the High Court
ruled she had also violated the Anti-Infiltration Act,
issuing a longer sentence of 32 months.

Ma argued there was no evidence her contacts were
intelligence agents and claimed the funds were used
for daily expenses, denying that she accepted Chinese
money to influence her legislative run. [Taiwan News]

In a second case, a former Taiwanese airline manager
was indicted for attempting to obtain confidential
Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) research on behalf of
Chinese intelligence and offering an unaccepted NTD
100,000 (USD 3,200) bribe.

Prosecutors said the acts occurred between 2012 and
2014 while the manager was based in China. Local
reports identified him as a former EVA Air manager
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who sought MAC-commissioned research on cross-
strait or defense topics.[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan's MAC is a cabinet-level agency responsible for
formulating, coordinating, and implementing policies
related to relations between Taiwan and mainland
China.

Taiwan: Marine Corps completes 13-week
amphibious training to boost combat
readiness

(dgl) The Marine Corps Amphibious Armor Group
recently completed a 13-week joint training exercise
with an infantry battalion to enhance amphibious
warfare capabilities and assess unit integration and
combat effectiveness. The high-intensity drills included
ship-to-shore movements, amphibious assaults, and
beach landings, testing mobility, survivability, and
operational proficiency in modern combat scenarios.

Key exercises focused on operating AAV7 amphibious
assault vehicles in water, maintaining tactical
formations, and securing designated beachheads.
Waterborne operations also incorporated emergency-
response training, including escape drills, equipment
reloading, and emergency evacuation procedures. The
Marine Corps emphasized that such exercises are part
of ongoing efforts to strengthen amphibious forces
and sustain combat readiness. [Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: Reform charter signed amid
competing visions for transition and
historical legitimacy

(Im) Bangladesh's political transition remains fraught
with division despite the signing of the July National
Charter 2025, a reform blueprint endorsed by interim
head Muhammad Yunus and 25 political parties on
October 17. The document—drafted by the National
Consensus Commission (NCC)—is intended as the
foundation for rebuilding democratic governance
following the July 2024 student-led uprising that ousted
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, ending over 15
years of Awami League rule.

The 40-page charter, signed in Dhaka before diplomats
and senior military officials, lays out broad
constitutional, judicial, and administrative reforms,
including the possible reinstatement of the caretaker
government system abolished by Hasina’s
administration in 2011 and new guarantees for
pluralism, accountability, and civilian oversight. It
denounces “autocratic concentration of power” and
“manipulated elections,” promising what Yunus
described at the ceremony as “the birth of a new
Bangladesh.” [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Anadolu Agency]

Yet the event underscored deep political and
ideological fractures. The Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP)—the historical archrival of Hasina's Awami
League—signed the charter with reservations,
demanding that the referendum on constitutional
reforms coincide with the February 2026 general
election to avoid delays in the transition. By contrast,
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami—the country’s largest
Islamist party and a former BNP ally—called for an
earlier referendum to give the charter binding
legitimacy before the vote. The Left Alliance, consisting
of the Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB), Socialist
Party of Bangladesh (BSD), BSD (Marxist), and
Bangladesh Jasad, boycotted the signing altogether,
accusing the drafters of distorting the history of the
Liberation War and abandoning the 1972
Constitution’s founding principles of nationalism,
socialism, democracy, and secularism [The Daily Star]
[Reuters]

Symbolically most notable, the National Citizen Party
(NCP)—a student-led movement born from the 2024
uprising that was instrumental in bringing Yunus to
power—has emerged as the most vocal critic of the
process. Refusing to sign, the NCP called the charter
“legally baseless” and a “public deception,” citing the
absence of a clear legal framework or binding
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implementation roadmap. It demanded publication of
referendum procedures and implementation orders,
arguing that any constitutional amendment must rest
on explicit public approval.

The party has also sought the inclusion of three
additional principles: public disclosure of enforcement
rules, governance “in the name of the people,” and the
final authority of popular will in constitutional
amendments. NCP convener Nahid Islam said that “the
signing of the July Charter by a few political parties
does not constitute national unity.” [Dhaka Tribune 2]
[Dhaka Tribune 3]

The ceremony itself was marred by street violence
outside Parliament, where relatives of slain protesters
—known as the July Warriors—rallied for official
recognition, rehabilitation, and compensation. Police
dispersed the crowd with batons, tear gas, and stun
grenades, leaving several injured. In response, the NCC
issued an “urgent revision” of the charter, amending its
fifth clause to promise justice for victims of enforced
disappearances, extrajudicial killings, and torture
under the Awami League’s rule and to recognize those
killed in the 2024 uprising as national martyrs. [Al
Jazeera] [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Against this backdrop of a fractured reform process,
the National Consensus Commission’s tenure was
extended until October 31, allowing it to continue post-
signing consultations and finalize implementation
guidelines. Formed in February 2025, the seven-
member NCC—chaired by Yunus and supported by the
Ministry of Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs—
serves as an umbrella body consolidating proposals
from six specialized reform commissions. [Dhaka
Tribune 5]

Bangladesh: Prosecutors seek death
penalty for ousted ex-prime minister as
war crimes and corruption cases widen

(Im) Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal-1 (ICT-
1) — originally established in 2010 to prosecute
atrocities committed during the country’'s 1971
Liberation War — has entered one of the most
politically charged phases in its history after
prosecutors sought the death penalty for former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina and former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal. The case marks a major
departure from the tribunal's founding mandate, as it
now extends to alleged crimes against humanity
during the July-August 2024 mass uprising, which led
to Hasina's ouster and exile.
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Chief Prosecutor Mohammad Tajul Islam told the
tribunal that Hasina was the “mastermind and
principal architect” of the killings that left between 800
and 1,400 people dead and more than 14,000 injured,
according to United Nations estimates. He alleged that
Hasina personally ordered the crackdown targeting
students, activists, and opposition supporters. Islam
called for the maximum punishment — the death
sentence — for Hasina and Kamal, while leaving the
sentence for former police chief Chowdhury Abdullah
Al-Mamun, who has turned state witness, to the court’s
discretion.

Hasina, who has been in exile in India since August
2024, has refused to appoint legal counsel, calling the
tribunal a “kangaroo court.” Kamal is also believed to
be in India. Proceedings will resume this week, when
state-appointed lawyers are expected to present their
closing arguments. The trial is unfolding under the
interim government of Muhammad Yunus, who
assumed office shortly after Hasina fled and has
vowed to punish those responsible for the killings
while maintaining a ban on all activities of Hasina's
Awami League party. [Associated Press] [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

The prosecution’s appeal follows months of hearings
and the submission of extensive documentary and
video evidence. The tribunal is also overseeing ongoing
investigations into 45 other political and security
officials, including senior Awami League figures
Obaidul Quader, Anisul Hug, and Shajahan Khan, with
a probe deadline set for December 8, 2025. [Dhaka
Tribune 2]

Meanwhile, controversy has arisen over the custody of
15 army officers accused in related cases, after the
government designated a facility inside Dhaka
Cantonment as a temporary sub-jail. Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB) and senior jurists have
warned that keeping the accused under military
supervision undermines constitutional equality before
the law, urging their transfer to civilian custody. The
army, however, maintains the arrangement is lawful
under the Army Act of 1952 and temporary in nature.
[Dhaka Tribune 3]

In parallel, Bangladesh's courts continue to pursue
multiple corruption cases involving Hasina and other
former officials. The Dhaka Special Judge Court-5
recently heard new witness testimony in three cases
tied to the Rajuk Purbachal New Town Project, a large
urban development initiative managed by Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK), the capital's
development authority. The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) accuses Hasina, her son Sajeeb
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Wazed Joy, and daughter Saima Wazed Putul of
misusing authority in allocating residential plots.
[Dhaka Tribune 4]

Separately, the Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special
Judge's Court has set March 12, 2026, for the
submission of a probe report in the Meghna-Gomti
Bridge toll collection case, in which Hasina and 16
others are accused of causing government losses of
BDT 3.09 billion (USD 25.3 million) through a single-
source contract awarded in 2016. [Dhaka Tribune 5]

Bangladesh: Election Commission faces
backlash over ‘Water Lily’ symbol dispute
with student-led party

(Im) The Election Commission (EC) is facing growing
criticism over its handling of a dispute with the
National Citizen Party (NCP)—a student-led political
movement that emerged directly from the 2024 mass
uprising—regarding the allocation of the “Shapla”
(Water Lily) electoral symbol. The Water Lily,
Bangladesh’s national emblem, holds strong
recognition among voters and has become a focal
point of contention ahead of the next election,
expected to be held in February 2026.

The EC had given the NCP until October 19 to choose
one of 50 reserved symbols or face an imposed
decision. When the party resubmitted its request for
the Water Lily, including alternative red and white
designs, the EC announced it would revisit the issue in
accordance with electoral laws before issuing a final
decision. Commission officials have maintained that
there is no legal or practical need to include the
symbol, as it does not appear on the approved list.
[Dhaka Tribune 1] [The Daily Star]

NCP leaders have denounced the commission’s stance
as arbitrary and politically influenced, alleging that
decisions are being “imposed from elsewhere.” They
insist there is no legal barrier to granting the Water Lily
and say the party will not accept registration without it.
Senior NCP figures, including regional organizers
Hasnat Abdullah and Sarjis Alam, accused the EC of
lacking transparency and creating what they called an
“institutional autocracy.” [Dhaka Tribune 2]

The controversy has drawn broader political interest.
The Bangladesh Congress, a centrist political party
formed in the 1980s, has requested priority for the
symbol if it is ever reinstated, claiming it was denied
the emblem six years ago. Meanwhile, Nagorik Oikya
(“Citizen Unity”), a progressive alliance led by politician
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Mahmudur Rahman Manna, says it was the first to
apply for the Water Lily and would protest if the NCP is
granted its use. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh: Election Commission
advances preparations for February 2026
parliamentary polls

(Im) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) has
intensified preparations for the 13th National
Parliamentary Election, expected to be held in
February 2026, by launching consultations with law
enforcement, security, and civil society stakeholders
while setting key administrative deadlines.

The EC held a high-level law-and-order coordination
meeting on October 20, attended by chiefs and senior
officials from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Police, Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB), Rapid Action Battalion (RAB),
Coast Guard, Ansar, and intelligence agencies. Similar
consultations with political parties and other
stakeholders are planned in the coming weeks,
following earlier dialogues with civil society, educators,
and journalists, who urged the EC to uphold a level
playing field and counter the misuse of artificial
intelligence and social media during campaigning.
[Dhaka Tribune 1]

Separately, the EC announced that the final voter list
will be published on November 18, following a
nationwide review. A gazette notification appointed 65
revising authorities to handle corrections and
objections, with the draft list to be distributed on
November 1. The voter eligibility date has been set as
October 31, 2007, and the total number of registered
voters now stands at 126.3 million. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Meanwhile, Election Commissioner Md Anwarul Islam
Sarker confirmed that the Awami League of ousted ex-
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, whose political activities
remain suspended under the interim administration,
will not be eligible to contest the upcoming election.
He also reiterated that the polls would be held before
Ramadan and pledged that only non-controversial
officials would be assigned to election duties to
guarantee integrity and public confidence in the
process. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Complementing these efforts, the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) has urged all political parties to
exclude individuals with corruption records from their
candidate lists. Speaking at a workshop on October 14,
ACC Chairman Dr. Mohammad Abdul Momen warned
that “every crime and corruption has a political
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connection,” stressing that meaningful reform requires
integrity at the top levels of leadership.

Dr. Momen said the ACC is conducting independent
investigations into major corruption cases involving
former officials and business figures, describing a shift
toward impartial enforcement. He confirmed that
Sheikh Hasina and her family members would face
prosecution through normal judicial channels and that
Interpol red notices have been issued for those
residing abroad. Senior ACC officials also reviewed the
country’s principal anti-graft frameworks, including the
Anti-Corruption Commission Act (2004) and the Money
Laundering Prevention Act (2012). [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Bangladesh: Main opposition party
finalizes draft candidate list, advances
alliance talks ahead of 2026 polls

(Im) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), the
historical archrival to the Awami League of ousted ex-
prime minister Sheikh Hasina, has nearly completed its
draft list of parliamentary candidates for the 13th
National Parliamentary Election, expected in February
2026, as discussions intensify within the opposition
camp over seat-sharing arrangements and campaign
coordination.

Party insiders said the list is in its final stage, with
leaders interviewing aspirants and conveying strategic
directives from Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman, the
exiled son of BNP founder and former prime minister
Khaleda Zia, who has led the party from London since
2008 and is expected to return to Bangladesh before
the election.

Parallel alliance negotiations are underway to allocate
18-20 seats among BNP's partners. Tentative
distributions under discussion include seats for groups
such as the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), Gano Sanghati
Andolan, Nagorik Oikya, Gano Forum, and others
within the broader opposition bloc.

A central component of BNP's current strategy is to
limit the political influence of Jamaat-e-Islami, its
former Islamist ally that has been largely sidelined
since the cancellation of its party registration in 2013
for violating Bangladesh'’s secular constitutional
provisions. In this context, the BNP is moving to
strengthen the National Citizen Party (NCP) — a newer,
student led movement that emerged that directly from
the 2024 uprising and that is viewed as a more
moderate alternative — and aims to help it secure four
to five parliamentary seats. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Former chief justice seeks
bail in multiple criminal cases tied to 2024
mass uprising

(Im) Former chief justice ABM Khairul Haque has
petitioned the High Court for bail in five separate
cases, including one connected to the Jatrabari killing
case—a murder investigation into the death of a youth
activist during the 2024 mass protests in Dhaka that
culminated in the ouster of longtime Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The murdered activist was a member of
Jubo Dal, the youth wing of the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), which played a prominent role
in the uprising. The hearings were scheduled to take
place on October 21.

Haque, who was arrested in July 2025, faces several
charges, including one filed in Narayanganj—an
industrial city south of Dhaka known for its textile and
manufacturing hubs—accusing him of issuing unlawful
verdicts and fabricating court rulings. He was later
shown arrested in additional related cases. Earlier
hearings on Haque's bail requests were marred by
confrontations between rival groups of lawyers.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court reconstitutes
High Court benches as judicial activities
set to resume

(Im) After a one-and-a-half-month recess, Bangladesh's
Supreme Court reopened on October 19, with Chief
Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed announcing the
reconstitution of 66 benches in the High Court Division.
According to an official notice, 35 benches will operate
in dual-judge format and 31 as single benches, while
two additional benches have been formed in the
Appellate Division to handle higher-level judicial
proceedings. The restructuring aims to ensure an
efficient resumption of court activities following the
annual judicial vacation, which began on September 5.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Interim government forces
retirement of senior civil servants under
Public Service Act
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(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government has ordered the
forced retirement of nine senior bureaucrats, citing
Section 45 of the Public Service Act 2018. The Ministry
of Public Administration stated in separate gazette
notifications that the officials had completed over 25
years of service and that their retirement was deemed
necessary “in the public interest.”

All nine had previously been promoted under the
former Awami League-led government and were
reassigned as officers on special duty (OSD) following
the formation of the interim administration. Under the
Public Service Act, the government may retire any
official who has served at least 25 years without
providing justification, while ensuring full retirement
benefits and other entitlements. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court to hear state
appeal on solitary confinement of death-
row prisoners

(Im) Bangladesh'’s Supreme Court has scheduled an
October 28 hearing on a state appeal challenging a
landmark High Court ruling that prohibits placing
death-row convicts in solitary confinement—known as
condemned cells—until their sentences are finalized
through all appeals and clemency processes.

The High Court’s judgment, delivered in May 2024,
arose from a 2021 petition filed on behalf of three
prisoners held in condemned cells in Chittagong,
Sylhet, and Comilla jails. The court ruled that a
convict's death sentence does not become final until all
judicial and executive remedies are exhausted,
directing authorities to submit reports on prison
conditions for nearly 1,987 inmates awaiting final
verdicts across the country.

Following the ruling, the state petitioned to stay the
decision, and the Chamber Judge Court temporarily
suspended its enforcement pending further review.
The case now returns to the Appellate Division, where
the government will seek to overturn the High Court's
restrictions on pre-finalization solitary confinement.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Teachers' strike widens as
government faces rising unrest over pay
and education policy
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(Im) Bangladesh's education sector is facing growing
disruption as teachers from state-subsidized private
institutions have extended a nationwide sit-in and
hunger strike now in its second week, demanding
higher allowances and parity with public-sector staff.
The movement, which began on October 12, has
paralyzed operations across thousands of schools and
colleges, adding to broader labor and social unrest
under the interim administration.

The protesters—representing MPO-listed institutions,
where salaries are partly financed by the state—seek a
20 percent housing allowance, BDT 1,500 (USD 12) for
medical support, and a 75 percent festival bonus. The
government's counter-offer of a 5 percent increase
(minimum BDT 2,000 / USD 16) has been rejected as
inadequate. Teachers have issued an ultimatum
expiring October 22 and threatened a nationwide
mobilization along the Jamuna River, one of
Bangladesh’s main transport corridors, if demands
remain unmet.

The strike has drawn overt political support from
opposition figures, notably from the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), which has pledged to
nationalize the sector if it returns to power. Observers
see the movement as both a test of the interim
government's ability to manage public-sector
expectations and an early indicator of economic strain
amid austerity and social discontent. [Dhaka Tribune 1]
[Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Fishermen defy ilish ban
amid aid delays; Navy detains Indian
trawler for illegal fishing

(Im) Fishermen along the Padma River in central
Bangladesh have continued catching ilish (Hilsa) — the
country's national fish — despite a government-
imposed seasonal ban to protect breeding stocks. The
violation reflects growing hardship in Faridpur and
Rajbari districts, where many fishing families say they
have not yet received the promised government aid,
forcing them to resume fishing to repay debts and feed
their families.

According to the Department of Fisheries, around
8,000 registered fishermen in these two districts
depend directly on ilish catches, while another 5,000
people rely on related trade. The government’s annual
ban, intended to protect spawning fish, includes a rice
allowance of 25 kilograms per registered fisherman,
but many report receiving only partial distributions or
none at all. [Dhaka Tribune 1]
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Meanwhile, enforcement of fishing regulations has
extended offshore. The Bangladesh Navy detained 14
Indian fishermen and seized their trawler for illegally
fishing in Bangladeshi waters of the Bay of Bengal. The
trawler was carrying approximately 500 kilograms of
fish, including ilish, when it was intercepted by a navy
ship near the Fairway Buoy area, close to the maritime
boundary. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bhutan: Country becomes first in the
world to adopt Ethereum blockchain for
national digital identity

(Im) Bhutan has become the world’s first country to
migrate its National Digital Identity (NDI) platform onto
the Ethereum blockchain, marking a milestone in
digital governance and data sovereignty. The
announcement was made in Thimphu at an event
attended by His Royal Highness Gyalsey Jigme Namgyel
Wangchuck, underscoring the project’s national
importance.

The integration, scheduled for completion by early
2026, will shift Bhutan's digital identity infrastructure to
a decentralized blockchain framework, chosen for its
transparency, scalability, and resilience. Ethereum, a
global open-source blockchain used across finance,
identity, and public service sectors, distributes trust
through a global network rather than a central
authority—aligning with Bhutan's guiding principles of
collective responsibility and transparency.

The government described the move as a historic step
toward a “values-driven digital future,” linking modern
technology to Bhutan's pursuit of digital sovereignty.
Officials said the blockchain-based NDI will enable
citizens to hold and control verifiable credentials—
such as education, health, and financial records—
without relying on a single government database. Over
80 percent of Bhutan’s adult population already uses
the NDI platform, which was launched in 2023 when
the Gyalsey became Bhutan'’s first digital citizen.

Bhutan's national investment arm, Druk Holding and
Investments (DHI), said the partnership with the
Ethereum Foundation will support a “trust-based
economy” and serve as a foundation for projects such
as Gelephu Mindfulness City, a flagship smart urban
development. The system is also expected to enable
smart contracts for public service delivery, allowing
automatic issuance of licenses or welfare benefits
under pre-set conditions.
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Officials indicated that Bhutan could later explore
tokenizing natural resources such as land, forests, and
water, integrating digital identity with blockchain-
based asset management. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: National Clean Air Action Plan
launched to protect health, ecosystems,
and carbon-negative status

(Im) Bhutan's Department of Environment and Climate
Change under the Ministry of Energy and Natural
Resources has begun developing the country's first
National Clean Air Action Plan (NCAAP), a
comprehensive strategy aimed at improving public
health, protecting ecosystems, and sustaining Bhutan's
carbon-negative status.

Although Bhutan remains one of the cleanest and few
carbon-negative countries in the world, it faces
increasing air quality challenges due to urbanization,
vehicle growth, industrial emissions, household
biomass fuel use, agricultural burning, and cross-
border pollution. The NCAAP will map emission
sources, design targeted interventions across
transport, industry, waste, and energy sectors, and
establish a long-term monitoring and evaluation
framework.

Recent data highlight the plan’'s urgency: Bhutan's
annual PM2.5 concentration averages between 30 and
38 micrograms per cubic meter, exceeding the World
Health Organization’s (WHO) recommended annual
mean of 10 micrograms per cubic meter, with winter
levels in Thimphu reaching more than four times the
guideline.

The plan is part of Bhutan's broader environmental
resilience efforts under ICIMOD’s Himalayan Resilience
Enabling Action Programme (HI-REAP), supported by
the United Kingdom International Development.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Youth unemployment remains
high despite stable labor market

(Im) Bhutan's overall unemployment rate rose slightly
to 3.2 percent in the third quarter of 2025, up from 2.9
percent in the previous quarter, according to the
National Statistics Bureau (NSB) Labor Force Survey.
While this figure indicates near-full employment
nationally, youth unemployment continues to pose a
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significant challenge, standing at 17.8 percent among
individuals aged 15 to 24—more than five times the
national average.

The survey, conducted in August across all 20
dzongkhags (districts), found that 77.6 percent of
Bhutan’s population is of working age, with a labor
force participation rate of 65.5 percent—a modest
increase from last year. Participation remains higher
among men (74.2 percent) than women (55.8 percent),
and higher in rural areas (68.1 percent) compared to
urban areas (61.1 percent).

Despite steady employment levels, 34.5 percent of the
working-age population remains outside the labor
force, primarily due to education or family
responsibilities. The gender gap remains wide, with
44.2 percent of women outside the labor market
compared to 25.8 percent of men, most citing
domestic duties as the main reason.

Agriculture continues to dominate Bhutan's economy,
employing 42.7 percent of the workforce, followed by
services (40.7 percent) and industry (16.6 percent). The
mean monthly income stood at BTN 25,728 (USD 309),
with men earning an average of BTN 28,007 (USD 336)
—around BTN 6,586 (USD 79) more than women, a gap
consistent across both urban and rural areas.

The report highlights a persistent skills mismatch as a
key driver of youth unemployment. Among jobseekers,
25.4 percent lost jobs after finishing their studies, 19.9
percent lacked adequate qualifications, 11.7 percent
faced qualification mismatches, and 11.5 percent
lacked work experience. Nearly 19 percent of the
unemployed have been seeking work for over a year,
classifying them as long-term unemployed. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Hydropower project earns USD
24.1 million in first month of electricity
exports to India

(Im) Bhutan's 1,020-megawatt Punatsangchhu
Hydropower Project-1l (P-1l) has generated
approximately BTN 2.01 billion (USD 24.1 million) in
export revenue since beginning power sales to India on
September 19. The figure is based on an initial tariff of
BTN 5.1 (USD 0.061) per unit, though the final tariff
structure—expected to include both starting and
levelised rates—remains under negotiation between
the Bhutanese and Indian governments. Authorities
project a long-term, levelised export tariff between
BTN 5.5 and BTN 6 (USD 0.066-0.072) per unit.
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P-11, which took more than 14 years to complete after
construction began in December 2010 as a Bhutan-
India intergovernmental venture, cost an estimated
BTN 94.45 billion (USD 1.13 billion). Loan repayments
are scheduled to begin two years after full
commissioning, under a 17-year repayment term.

The hydropower plant is expected to generate about
4,357 million units of electricity annually, with potential
yearly revenues of BTN 20 billion (USD 240 million).
Domestic power sales since December 2024 have
added another BTN 820 million (USD 9.8 million) in
income, already transferred to the government.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Online scams cost citizens USD
322,000 over two years; police warn of
growing cross-border threat

(Im) Bhutan has lost more than BTN 26.8 million (USD
322,000) to online scams between 2024 and 2025,
according to data from the Royal Bhutan Police (RBP).
Of the total, BTN 11.73 million (USD 141,000) has been
recovered and returned to victims. Although the
number of reported cases has fallen, the overall
financial losses remain substantial, reflecting
persistent vulnerabilities in digital awareness and
cross-border enforcement.

In 2024, police recorded 156 scam cases involving BTN
22.3 million (USD 268,000), with BTN 10.1 million (USD
121,000) recovered. Up to October 2025, 79 cases have
been reported, amounting to BTN 4.5 million (USD
54,000), of which BTN 1.62 million (USD 19,000) was
retrieved. Authorities said most scams originate
outside Bhutan, making investigations and prosecution
difficult.

The RBP reported that most victims are between 18
and 30 years old, followed by the 30-45 age group.
Common scams this year include fake rental
advertisements (26 cases), currency exchange frauds
(15), and lottery or prize scams (15), along with false
investment schemes and crypto-related frauds
involving USDT and Pi coins. Newly identified scams in
2025 include fake Canadian visa offers and medical
reimbursement claims, reflecting evolving criminal
tactics. [Kuensel]

India: Prime Minister highlights military
strength and self-reliance in festival
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address aboard aircraft carrier

(Im) Prime Minister Narendra Modi celebrated Diwali,
India's most important festival symbolizing the triumph
of light over darkness, with naval personnel aboard the
INS Vikrant, the country's first indigenously built
aircraft carrier and a flagship of its naval
modernization. Using the occasion to project India’s
expanding defense capability, Modi praised the armed
forces’ “exceptional coordination” during Operation
Sindoor — a coordinated missile- and air-strike
campaign in May 2025 that targeted alleged terrorist
infrastructure inside Pakistan and Pakistan-
administered Kashmir following a terrorist attack in
Indian-administered Kashmir in April.

He emphasized that self-reliance (atmanirbharta)
remains central to India’s defense preparedness,
noting that domestic defense production has more
than tripled over the past decade to INR 1.5 trillion
(USD 18 billion). Since 2014, Indian shipyards have
delivered over 40 indigenously built warships and
submarines, while exports of weapons such as
BrahMos and Akash missiles have grown thirtyfold,
positioning India among emerging global defense
exporters.

Modi also declared that India was “on the verge of
eradicating Naxalism,” referring to the long-running
Maoist insurgency concentrated in central and eastern
India. The number of affected districts has reportedly
fallen from 125 before 2014 to 11 today, with only
three still showing significant rebel activity.

Finally, he underscored India’s growing maritime and
humanitarian role, describing the Navy as the
“guardian of the Indian Ocean,” protecting vital
shipping and energy routes and delivering
humanitarian assistance across Asia and Africa—from
relief efforts in the Maldives and Sri Lanka to disaster
responses in Indonesia, Mozambique, and
Madagascar. [The Indian Express]

India: Bihar state election poses major
test for Prime Minister Modi

(Im) Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ruling alliance
faces a difficult state election in Bihar, where
widespread frustration over joblessness and distrust in
voter rolls could erode support ahead of further
regional polls. Bihar, India’s third most populous and
one of its poorest states, holds symbolic and strategic
weight for the National Democratic Alliance (NDA),
whose stability depends heavily on regional partners
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like Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. The November vote
will take place in two phases, with results expected on
November 14.

Opinion surveys show the NDA maintaining only a
narrow lead over the opposition alliance led by the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RID) — a regional party rooted in
social justice politics — and the Indian Congress Party,
the main opposition force on the federal level. The
government'’s recent welfare program, which
transferred over INR 121 billion (USD 1.45 billion) in
self-employment subsidies to 12.1 million women, has
strengthened female voter outreach in a state where
many men migrate for work. However, unemployment
remains a defining issue: the youth jobless rate,
though down to 9.9 percent in 2023-24 from 30.9
percent in 2018-19, continues to fuel frustration
among first-time voters and returning migrants.

Tensions have also risen over alleged irregularities in
voter lists, with residents reporting wrongful removals
that have undermined public trust in state institutions.
Meanwhile, a new grassroots movement — Jan Suraaj,
led by Prashant Kishor, a prominent political strategist
who previously helped design Modi's 2014 national
campaign before breaking away to advocate for
independent reformist politics — is challenging both
the NDA and the opposition with promises of job
creation and governance renewal.

Despite visible discontent and the emergence of new
challengers, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) maintains
that its development record and Modi's leadership will
ensure victory, framing the election as a test of
confidence in the national government's broader vision
for economic recovery and social stability. [Reuters]

India: Father of pilot in fatal Air India
crash petitions Supreme Court for
independent probe

(Im) The father of an Air India pilot killed in the June
2025 crash that claimed 260 lives has petitioned India’s
Supreme Court for an independent investigation,
alleging that the official inquiry unfairly blamed the
flight crew while neglecting possible technical or
procedural failures. The crash, which occurred shortly
after takeoff from Ahmedabad, remains the world’s
deadliest aviation disaster in a decade.

The 91-year-old petitioner, Pushkar Raj Sabharwal, and
the Federation of Indian Pilots jointly filed the case
seeking the establishment of a new inquiry panel
headed by a retired Supreme Court judge and
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composed of aviation experts. Sabharwal contends
that investigators from the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) prematurely concluded
that his son, Captain Sumeet Sabharwal, had cut fuel
to the engines, without adequately examining
mechanical or software-related causes.

A preliminary AAIB report found that both engines of
the Boeing 787 Dreamliner shut down almost
simultaneously just after takeoff, with cockpit
recordings suggesting manual fuel cutoff. However,
pilot unions and the victim's family argue that this
narrative overlooks possible malfunctions or systemic
issues in Air India’s operational and maintenance
procedures. The civil aviation ministry and Boeing have
defended the investigation as “clean” and “thorough,”
while the Supreme Court has yet to take up the
petition. [Reuters]

India: Government resumes dialogue with
local groups after deadly unrest in
northern territory

(Im) Talks between India's central government and civil
society representatives from Ladakh — a Union
Territory in northern India that was carved out of the
former state of Jammu and Kashmir in 2019 — are set
to resume on October 22. The decision follows the
government's order for a judicial probe into the
September 24 violence in Leh, the territory’s main
administrative center, where four people were killed
and about ninety injured during protests.

The unrest erupted over long-standing demands for
full statehood, inclusion under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution — which provides for tribal autonomy
in certain regions — and legal safeguards on land and
employment. Following the incident and the arrest of
climate activist Sonam Wangchuk under the National
Security Act, two leading coalitions, the Apex Body Leh
(ABL) and the Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA), had
suspended dialogue with the Centre.

The Ministry of Home Affairs has now appointed
former Supreme Court judge B. S. Chauhan to lead an
independent judicial inquiry into the events of
September 24. This move has prompted ABL and KDA
to agree to return to negotiations. The upcoming
meeting, scheduled for October 22, will involve a sub-
committee of the High Powered Committee (HPC), with
representatives from ABL, KDA, senior government
officials, and Ladakh’'s Member of Parliament.
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Talks are expected to focus on constitutional
safeguards, land protection, the creation of a public
service commission, and increased representation in
the national parliament. While the government’s
outreach is seen as a step toward rebuilding trust, local
leaders have urged it to address earlier allegations
suggesting foreign interference in the protests, which
they say unfairly stigmatized the region’s residents.
[The Indian Express 1] [The Indian Express 2]

India: Government withdraws tax
exemption on missile parts amid
investigation into major conglomerate

(Im) India has revoked a recently introduced tax
exemption on the import of missile components
following the launch of a government investigation into
Adani Defence Systems and Technologies, part of the
Adani Group conglomerate. The reversal, issued
through an October 9 corrigendum, removes “missiles”
from a September policy that had granted duty-free
status to all missile parts, reverting to the earlier
framework that limits exemptions to components used
in long-range systems.

The decision came days after a Reuters report revealed
that Adani Defence was under scrutiny for allegedly
evading around USD 9 million in import taxes on short-
range missile parts. While the company stated that it
had provided clarifications and documentation to
authorities, neither the finance ministry nor the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
commented on the reasons for the policy change.

Adani Defence, a smaller arm of the conglomerate that
manufactures drones, missiles, and small arms, has
imported roughly USD 70 million worth of defense
components since January 2024 from suppliers in
Canada, Israel, and Russia. The policy reversal
effectively removes the blanket tax relief granted only
weeks earlier, restoring the previous, more restrictive
regime on defense imports. [Reuters]

India: Over 200 Maoist insurgents
surrender in central region, signaling near
end of long-running rebellion

(Im) In what officials describe as a decisive turning
point in India’'s decades-long Maoist insurgency, more
than 200 armed cadres—including senior leaders and
the group’s notorious bombmaker, Takkalappalli
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Vasudeva Rao (alias Rupesh)—have surrendered to
authorities in the central Indian forest region of
Abujhmad (also known as Maad), a historic base of the
far-left movement. The mass defection follows the
earlier surrender of senior ideologue Mallojula
Venugopal Rao (alias Sonu) and marks the most
significant setback to the Communist Party of India
(Maoist) in years.

Rupesh, long accused of orchestrating the 2000
assassination attempt on former Andhra Pradesh chief
minister N. Chandrababu Naidu and the 1999 killings
of a state home minister and police officer, turned
himself in alongside over 170 fighters, who handed
over 153 weapons, including AK-47 and INSAS rifles.
The formal ceremony in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh,
saw state officials symbolically welcome the rebels with
roses and copies of the Indian Constitution,
underscoring the government's emphasis on
reconciliation and reintegration.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai hailed the day as
“historic,” saying the event reflected renewed faith in
non-violence and constitutional order. State Home
Minister Vijay Sharma confirmed that informal
negotiations had preceded the surrenders and that the
government agreed to several of the insurgents’ social
and tribal demands—such as allowing the ban on the
Moolvasi Bachao Manch (a tribal rights organization) to
expire at the end of October. The government also
pledged that those renouncing violence would be
designated as “rehabilitated” rather than
“surrendered,” with voluntary integration into the
District Reserve Guard (DRG) for those willing.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah said the wave of
defections reflects the near-total collapse of Maoist
resistance in central India. He cited figures showing
over 2,100 insurgents have surrendered, 1,785
arrested, and 477 killed since the current state
government took office, vowing to eradicate the
movement by March 31, 2026.

Before surrendering, Rupesh stated that the group’s
demands focused on Adivasi (tribal) rights, including
constitutional autonomy under Schedule 6, protection
from displacement caused by infrastructure projects
such as the Bodhghat dam and Army Manoeuvre
range, and land and resource rights for local
communities.

The Maoist, or Naxalite, insurgency—rooted in a 1967
peasant uprising—has long drawn on grievances over
inequality and displacement in India’s tribal belt.
Officials now believe that with the disarmament of
Abujhmad and North Bastar, the conflict has reached



its final phase, with only limited militant pockets
remaining in the southern Bastar region. [The Indian
Express 1] [The Indian Express 2]

India: Defence sector accelerates self-
reliance drive with USD 7.4 billion fighter
engine plan and Tejas Mk 1A inaugural
flight

(Im) India has unveiled an ambitious plan to spend
about INR 654 billion (USD 7.44 billion) by 2035 on
developing and procuring fighter jet engines for its
expanding air force fleet, marking a significant step
toward defense self-reliance. The state-run Gas
Turbine Research Establishment, which leads domestic
engine design, estimates that around 1,100 engines
will be needed for upcoming aircraft programs,
including the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA)—India’s first fifth-generation stealth fighter—
expected to roll out its prototype in 2028. [Reuters]

The announcement coincided with the inaugural public
flight of the indigenously developed Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) Tejas Mk 1A on October 17, celebrated by
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh as a “shining symbol”
of India’s atmanirbharta (self-reliance) in defense
manufacturing. The event also marked the opening of
the third Tejas production line and a new line for the
HTT-40 basic trainer aircraft at Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited's (HAL) Nashik facility.

Singh highlighted India’s progress from importing 65-
70 percent of its defense equipment to manufacturing
about 65 percent domestically. He set new targets to
raise defense production to INR 3 trillion (USD 36
billion) and exports to INR 500 billion (USD 6 billion) by
2029. The Nashik facility will produce up to ten Tejas
jets annually, supporting HAL's goal of manufacturing
24 aircraft per year, while also building HTT-40 trainers
and Su-30MKI fighters for the Indian Air Force (IAF).
The first two of 83 Tejas Mk 1A aircraft ordered by the
IAF are expected to be delivered after final
certification. [The Indian Express]

Meanwhile, India is seeking international collaboration
to co-develop advanced fighter engines, with France's
Safran, Britain's Rolls-Royce, and the United States’
General Electric expressing interest. Officials
emphasized the need for high-altitude testing
infrastructure and a robust industrial base to reduce
foreign dependence. A derivative of the long-delayed
Kaveri engine is also under consideration for
unmanned combat aerial vehicles. [Reuters]
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Singh urged HAL and its partners—the Aeronautical
Development Agency, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), and the IAF—to
continue innovating amid rapidly evolving warfare
technologies such as artificial intelligence, drones, and
multi-domain operations. HAL stated that the new
production lines will create about 1,000 jobs and
engage more than 40 domestic suppliers, reinforcing
India’s strategy of expanding public-private
collaboration in defense manufacturing. [The Indian
Express]

Maldives: Local Council and Women's
Committee elections set for March 2026

(Im) The Elections Commission (EC) has announced
that nationwide Local Council and Women's
Development Committee elections will be held on
March 28, 2026, with candidacy opening on January 17.
EC Chairperson Mohamed Zahid confirmed the
timeline in a televised interview, describing the polls as
the most administratively complex in the country’s
electoral cycle due to their decentralized nature. [The
Sun]

The Local Council Elections determine members of
municipal and island councils that form the core of the
Maldives’ decentralized governance system, while the
Women's Development Committee Elections select
representatives responsible for advancing women'’s
participation and community welfare at the local level.

Maldives: Mounting criticism over rushed
Addu City referendum on council division

(Im) Preparations are nearly complete for the October
25 referendum on whether the districts of Hulhudhoo,
Meedhoo, and Feydhoo in Addu City—the Maldives'
second-largest urban area located in the southern
Seenu Atoll—should form separate local councils. The
vote, organized under the new Public Referendum Act,
will be the first of its kind in the Maldives and will
determine the future structure of the Addu City
Council, which currently governs the city's multiple
island districts.

The Elections Commission (EC) has extended the voter
re-registration deadline and confirmed that ballot
papers are being printed and 18 polling stations
prepared across Addu and Male. EC Chairperson
Mohamed Zahid stated that administrative
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preparations are nearly complete, with 248 of 255
applicants already re-registered. [The Sun 1]

However, opposition parties and civil society
organizations have sharply criticized the referendum
as rushed and exclusionary. The presidential decree
issued on October 12 removed the option for a joint
council and left only a single yes-or-no question per
island. Critics argue that the 19-day interval between
announcement and polling day leaves too little time for
public consultation or voter education. Rights groups
have also objected to the exclusion of residents from
other Addu districts, such as Hithadhoo, Maradhoo,
and Maradhoo Feydhoo, and the limited polling access
confined to Addu and the capital Male, warning that
these restrictions may disenfranchise citizens living
elsewhere. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), the country’s
main opposition, has echoed these concerns, arguing
that the government has failed to adequately inform
citizens of the referendum'’s implications and that
rushing the process undermines democratic
transparency. The party accused the administration of
diverting attention from worsening living standards
and unfulfilled economic pledges. [The Sun 4]

Former president Mohamed Nasheed contended that
dividing Addu would hinder development and instead
proposed granting citizenship to skilled foreign
professionals willing to work in the city to increase its
population and economic potential. Opposition
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) chairperson Fayyaz
Ismail likewise urged the government to pursue
legislative solutions rather than a divisive referendum,
warning that the process could deepen local
frustrations and undermine representation and service
delivery. [The Sun 5] [The Sun 6]

In a new statement, MDP chairperson Fayyaz Ismail
called for legislative amendments rather than a rushed
referendum, arguing that a legal route could better
address local frustrations over fairness and
representation. Speaking after meetings in Addu, he
urged the government to clarify the consequences of
the vote and to offer legal options to maintain the
current council structure. Rights groups, including
Transparency Maldives and the Maldives Local
Councils’ Association, reiterated earlier concerns over
the short timeline, limited voter inclusion, and the
exclusion of residents from several districts. [The Sun
7]
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Maldives: Parliament delays vote on new
Media Commission amid controversy over
press law

(Im) The Maldives Parliament on October 20 postponed
a scheduled floor vote on appointing three members
to the newly established Maldives Media and
Broadcasting Commission (MMBC) after failing to reach
quorum. Only 28 lawmakers were present at the
sitting, far short of the 47 required to proceed under
parliamentary rules. [The Sun 1]

The MMBC, created under a new and widely criticized
media law, replaces the Maldives Broadcasting
Commission and the Maldives Media Council. The law,
ratified by President Mohamed Muizzu in September
despite domestic and international objections, grants
Parliament—dominated by the ruling People’'s National
Congress (PNC)—broad powers to appoint and dismiss
all seven members of the new commission, including
those representing private media.

The top three candidates for the parliamentary
appointments are Safa Shafeeq, former president of
the now-dissolved Maldives Broadcasting Commission;
Mohamed Farusath, a senior media professional
known for his work in broadcast management; and
Aminath Sarahath Izzath, a former member of the
same regulator. All three were shortlisted after
receiving the highest evaluation scores from the
parliamentary Independent Institutions Committee.
Four other members, representing broadcasters and
online media, were appointed earlier in October
without contest after rival candidates withdrew. [The
Sun 2]

Press unions and rights groups have denounced the
MMBC's creation as a major setback for media
independence, while the government defends the
reform as a measure to curb disinformation and
strengthen accountability in the media sector.

Maldives: Ex-President Yameen intensifies
attacks on Muizzu administration

(ya) Former president Abdulla Yameen, once the
political mentor of current President Mohamed Muizzu
and now one of his most outspoken critics, has
renewed his attacks on the government—this time
over a MVR 2.5 billion (USD 162 million) bond
transaction involving the Maldives Monetary Authority
(MMA) and the Pension Administration Office.
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Yameen, who ruled the Maldives from 2013 to 2018
and continues to command influence among
nationalist and conservative circles, has increasingly
positioned himself as a rival power center through his
recently formed People’s National Front (PNF).

Speaking at a PNF town hall on October 19, Yameen
claimed that the MMA's use of state reserves to invest
in a fiscal instrument of the Pension Administration
Office—subsequently reinvested in a government
bond—amounts to indirect money printing. He argued
that the transaction would inject new liquidity into the
economy in @ manner equivalent to issuing fresh
currency, contradicting President Muizzu's earlier
pledge to avoid money printing. Yameen also recalled
that Muizzu and his economic team had sharply
criticized the previous Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) government for printing MVR 8 billion (USD 520
million) during the Covid-19 pandemic. [The Sun 1]

The former president's remarks mark the latest in a
string of public attacks against the administration,
which he accuses of fiscal mismanagement and policy
inconsistency. In recent months, Yameen has routinely
used PNF events to question the government's
economic credibility, foreign policy, and institutional
independence.

The pension-fund controversy has given further
visibility to Yameen's comeback strategy. After
breaking from the ruling People’s National Congress
(PNCQ) coalition, he founded the PNF in March 2024 and
has since maintained an active presence through
weekly meetings and public rallies. The party is
preparing for its first leadership elections on October
30, where Yameen is expected to consolidate his
position as its president and continue leveraging fiscal
and governance disputes to rebuild his political base
ahead of future national elections. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Religious party leader warns
President Muizzu against overreach, urges
joint opposition action

(ya) Imran Abdulla, leader of the Adhaalath Party — an
Islamist-oriented political party known for its focus on
religious governance and social policy — has warned
President Mohamed Muizzu that he must “get back in
line” and govern within the rule of law or “go home.”
Speaking at a press briefing on October 20, Imran
accused the administration of crossing “multiple red
lines” and undermining key democratic institutions.
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Imran, who served as home minister under the
previous Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)
government, said the government had “made a mess
of the country’s governance system. He argued that
this began with the 2024 constitutional amendment
introducing anti-defection provisions, which he said
“locked up” members of Parliament, followed by
actions that weakened judicial independence and
press freedom.

"

He called on President Muizzu to abandon any plans to
extend the presidential term — which the government
has denied — and to halt the Rasmale’ land
reclamation project. “If you, President Muizzu, don't
know how to govern in accordance with the Maldivian
Constitution and laws, or are unwilling to, then just go
home immediately,” he said.

Imran urged political parties, civic organizations, and
citizens to unite in ensuring accountability, warning
that “the Maldivian people will not allow anyone to
turn the country into a personal kingdom.” He added
that Muizzu would be allowed to remain in power only
as long as he respects the rule of law.

The Adhaalath Party leader also invited other
opposition movements to cooperate in holding the
government accountable. His remarks come as the
MDP prepares a mass anti-government rally on
November 17, marking the second anniversary of the
Muizzu administration. [The Sun]

Maldives: Attorney General’'s Office
weighs new law mandating asset
declarations

(ya) The Attorney General's Office (AGO) is considering
introducing a dedicated law requiring mandatory asset
declarations for public officials, Attorney General
Ahmed Usham told parliament on October 15. He said
that while such legislation is not yet part of President
Mohamed Muizzu's current legislative agenda, the
government has recognized the importance of
establishing a clear and comprehensive legal
framework to enhance transparency and
accountability. Usham explained that after reviewing
several recent proposals submitted to parliament, he
believes a standalone law would be the most effective
approach to ensure consistent and enforceable asset
declaration requirements.

His remarks came as lawmakers debated three
separate bills submitted by a lawmaker with the main
opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), which
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together aim to expand financial disclosure obligations
across multiple areas of government. The proposed
amendments seek to penalize cabinet ministers who
fail to declare their assets on time, require senior
officials of state-owned enterprises to submit
declarations, and extend the obligation to members of
independent commissions, statutory bodies, and state
agencies. All three bills were accepted into parliament
with bipartisan support and are currently under
committee review. [The Sun]

Maldives: Attorney General declines to
specify timeline for reforms to Judicial
Service Commission composition

(ya) Attorney General Ahmed Usham has declined to
provide a specific date for the government'’s long-
promised reforms to the composition of the Judicial
Service Commission (JSC), despite repeated assurances
from President Mohamed Muizzu that his
administration would depoliticize the body. Speaking
before parliament on October 15, Usham confirmed
that the Attorney General's Office (AGO) is working on
the necessary constitutional amendments but said he
was unable to indicate when they would be submitted,
explaining that drafting such changes involves
extensive consultation and procedural work.

President Muizzu had pledged during his 2023
campaign to remove political figures from the JSC and
restore public confidence in the judiciary, but nearly
two years into his administration, the commission’s
structure remains unchanged. Usham said several
constitutional amendments are planned for this year,
and those not finalized will be submitted in 2026. He
added that additional institutional reforms beyond the
composition change are also under consideration but
did not elaborate.

The ten-member JSC, which oversees the appointment
and discipline of judges, currently includes
representatives from the executive, legislature, and
judiciary—namely the parliament speaker, a
presidential representative, a Supreme Court justice, a
High Court judge, a lower court judge, the attorney
general, the president of the Civil Service Commission,
a representative of lawyers, a representative of
parliament, and one member of the public approved
by parliament. The inclusion of political figures has
long drawn criticism for enabling executive and
legislative influence over judicial affairs. A similar
reform promise made by the previous Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) government also failed to
materialize during its term. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Attorney General to submit
findings on alleged maritime territory loss
to cabinet this month

(ya) Attorney General Ahmed Usham announced that
the government's findings on the alleged loss of
Maldivian maritime territory will be submitted to the
cabinet within October, as the review of the case nears
completion. Speaking before parliament on October
15, Usham said the government suspects that
decisions made under the previous Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) administration may have led
to the loss of part of the country’s maritime area and
that foreign experts have been consulted to assess
legal options.

The dispute stems from the April 2023 ruling by the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS),
which divided overlapping Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) claims between the Maldives and Mauritius near
the Chagos Archipelago—a group of islands that
remains a point of contention involving the United
Kingdom, Mauritius, and the United States, which
maintains a military base on Diego Garcia.

Usham said the government will announce its position
once the cabinet has reviewed the findings. Earlier,
President Mohamed Muizzu pledged that his
administration would show “no leniency” in efforts to
reclaim any lost territory, while Foreign Minister
Abdulla Kahaleel stated in August that the Maldives
would have had a stronger case had the previous
government not sent a conciliatory letter to the
Mauritian prime minister.

The current administration has formed a three-
member committee, led by former attorney general
Mohamed Anil, to reassess the implications of the
ITLOS verdict and evaluate potential next steps. [The
sun]

Maldives: Government establishes
committee to oversee naming of islands,
lagoons, and reefs

(Im) The Maldivian government has announced a new
policy on naming and renaming geographic locations,
creating a nine-member national committee that will
include representatives from the Defense and Home
Ministries alongside several other agencies.
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The policy stipulates that new names must be in
Dhivehi, reflect social and cultural standards, be simple
to pronounce, and avoid using personal names or
duplicate place names. Names should also consider
the geographic age, historical significance, or unique
features of the location. [The Sun]

Maldives: Large-scale cigarette theft case
expands into political and institutional
investigation

(ya) The theft of 13.6 million seized cigarettes from a
Maldives Ports Limited (MPL) warehouse in Hulhumalé
has developed into a major political and institutional
issue, prompting parallel criminal, parliamentary, and
administrative inquiries. The incident has raised
concerns about weaknesses in border security,
coordination between state agencies, and oversight of
state-owned enterprises.

Police have arrested and charged several individuals,
including Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company
(MIFCO) General Manager of Engineering and Projects
Muaz Ali, a former Customs official. His remand was
extended by ten days on October 20. Others charged
include two business figures and a Maldives Customs
Service superintendent. The cigarettes, originally
seized by Customs in April for smuggling, were
discovered missing from MPL storage on October 8.
[The Sun 1]

Authorities have imposed travel bans on twelve
individuals and suspended multiple officials across
Customs, MIFCO, and MPL. MPL has also suspended
six employees, while investigators continue to search
vessels and private properties connected to the case.
[The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

The incident has also led to political confrontation in
Parliament. The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) attempted to introduce an emergency motion to
debate the theft, describing it as a governance failure
by Customs and port authorities and warning of fiscal
losses and national security risks. The ruling People’s
National Congress (PNC), which holds a parliamentary
majority, voted to block the motion. Former president
Mohamed Nasheed separately linked the case to
recent increases in cigarette import taxes, suggesting
that the higher duties may have made large-scale
smuggling more profitable. [The Sun 4] [The Sun 5]

Parliament's National Security Services Committee has
summoned senior officials from the Ministry of
Homeland Security and Technology, Police, Customs,
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and MPL to explain coordination lapses and
operational weaknesses. Meanwhile, the government
has increased physical security and surveillance at key
port facilities, with support from the Maldives National
Defence Force and Coast Guard. [The Sun 6]

Maldives: Police launch internal review
after senior officer accused of
unexplained wealth

(ya) The Maldives Police Service (MPS) has launched an
internal review after a senior officer was accused in
Parliament of accumulating MVR 14.6 million (USD
950,000) in unexplained wealth between 2023 and
2024, a case that has renewed debate over
institutional integrity and the need for stronger
financial transparency mechanisms in law
enforcement.

The allegations were raised by Deputy Speaker Ahmed
Nazim during a session of the Public Accounts
Committee, citing audit findings from the Polco
Housing Project and referring to alleged real estate
investments in Machangolhi—a central district of Male,
the Maldivian capital—and Hulhumalé, a reclaimed
island developed as an urban extension of Male. Nazim
also claimed that some assets were registered under
family members’ names and noted that a previous
inquiry into the officer's finances had been
prematurely suspended without explanation.

The officer, who holds the rank of Assistant
Commissioner of Police, has firmly denied all
allegations, calling them politically motivated and part
of a wider smear campaign. He asserted that his
income was lawfully earned, saying he “earns halal
money” and has “never taken funds in connection with
any state matter.” He further alleged that the claims
were amplified through anonymous social media
accounts spreading misinformation, including false
accusations related to the handling of seized goods at
Velana International Airport, the country’'s main
international gateway.

Following the parliamentary disclosures, the officer
formally requested that the Police Professional
Standards Command open an internal investigation.
The MPS subsequently placed him on administrative
leave, assigning another senior officer to temporarily
oversee operations at the Hulhumalé Police Station
pending the outcome of the review.

The controversy has intensified scrutiny of
accountability structures within the Maldivian police
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force and reignited calls for a designated asset
declaration law and the long-delayed Asset Recovery
Bill, both considered essential to strengthening
transparency and oversight of senior public officials.
[The Sun 1] [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Corruption probe into 2019
compensation deal deepens amid dispute
over evidence and accountability

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)
investigation into a 2019 government compensation
arrangement involving Swift Engineering Pvt Ltd, a
Maldivian construction company, has widened into a
broader institutional controversy after both current
and former officials questioned the clarity, legality, and
political motivations behind the case.

The probe centers on allegations that three cabinet
members from the former Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) administration—former Economic Minister
Fayyaz Ismail, former Finance Minister Ibrahim Ameer,
and former Education Minister Aishath Ali—abused
their authority as members of the Alternate Dispute
Resolution Committee by granting Swift Engineering
undue advantage, allegedly causing financial losses to
the state. Swift Engineering, in which People’s National
Congress (PNC) lawmaker Saudhullah Hilmy holds a
stake, had been removed from several government
projects under former president Abdulla Yameen, and
was later compensated with new project contracts
instead of direct monetary payment.

Saudhullah has publicly defended the settlement,
claiming it benefited the state by avoiding a costly legal
dispute. He stated that five new projects were awarded
in place of four terminated ones, with no
compensation granted for the remaining two, arguing
that a court case “would have cost the government
much more.”

However, the ACC's management of the investigation
has drawn criticism from the accused ministers’ legal
representatives, who argue that investigators have
failed to establish the basis of the alleged wrongdoing
or to present key documents clarifying how the benefit
to Swift Engineering was deemed “undue.” They
contend that the committee’s role was advisory and
that the final decision rested elsewhere.

Both Aishath Ali and Fayyaz Ismail have dismissed the
accusations as baseless and politically motivated,
describing the inquiry as part of a campaign to
intimidate opposition figures. Meanwhile, the
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Prosecutor General's Office has instructed the ACC to
fast-track its review of settlements made under the
previous administration, totaling over MVR 1.6 billion
(USD 104 million). [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Former state utility chief pleads
not guilty in new corruption case

(Im) Former managing director Ahmed Saeed
Mohamed, who previously headed the state-owned
Fenaka Corporation—the Maldives’ national utility
company responsible for electricity, water, and
sewerage services across the islands—has pleaded not
guilty to new embezzlement charges over the purchase
of an ice plant in Laamu Maamendhoo.

Prosecutors allege that Saeed abused his position by
authorizing the acquisition under terms that caused
financial losses to the company. The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) claims he misled Fenaka's board by
concealing that the Fisheries Ministry had already
planned to construct the facility internally, while
presenting an inflated project valuation far above
market rates.

Saeed is already serving a four-year prison term from
an earlier corruption conviction linked to serious
procurement irregularities during his tenure. A
subsequent audit by the Auditor General's Office found
widespread lapses in financial oversight, including over
MVR 1.4 billion (USD 91 million) in untendered
spending. [The Sun]

Maldives: Government prepares legal
overhaul on assembly and speech
regulation

(ya) The government is moving toward significant
regulatory changes governing civil liberties and public
expression, with the announcing plans to revise the
and introduce a new anti-defamation law within the
year. The initiatives signal a coordinated legal
approach to reshape the boundaries between state
authority, security, and individual freedoms.

Attorney General stated that the revision of the
Freedom of Assembly Act is intended to align existing
legislation with evolving governance and civic space
norms. Although no timeline or draft text has been
released, Usham framed the reform as part of wider
executive-level institutional adjustments. This comes
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amid sustained debate on civil liberties, where
observers have called for clearer balance between
public order and the right to protest.

In parallel, the government confirmed plans to table a
new anti-defamation law aimed at regulating speech
and protecting public reputation. It has presented the
initiative as a tool to address harmful or false claims
while upholding responsible expression. Critics,
including media associations and opposition figures,
argue the bill risks expanding state control over speech
and weakening media independence. Provisions are
expected to include fines or sanctions for defamation,
with enforcement mechanisms intersecting with the
recently enacted. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

During a parliamentary vetting session, Safa Shafeeq,
former chair of the Maldives Broadcasting Commission
(BroadCom), defended state-run media ethics and
criticised the new regulatory framework for lacking
sufficient consultation. She described the and its
television branch, TVM, as “the most disciplined and
ethical media entities in the Maldives,” while
questioning the adequacy of stakeholder engagement
in the drafting of the new law. Safa noted that
complaints to the former BroadCom increased tenfold
during her tenure, reflecting growing regulatory
pressure on media content. She emphasised the need
for ‘freedom with responsibility’ and voiced concerns
over children’s exposure to inappropriate content,
illustrating how the evolving media legislation could
shape the balance between regulation and rights. [The
Sun 3]

Maldives: Opposition demands probe into
police over alleged abuse and leak of
activists’ private photos

(Im/ya) The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) has demanded an independent investigation
into alleged police misconduct during and after its
Lootuvaifi (“Stop the Looting") anti-corruption rally on
October 3, which turned violent following police
intervention. The MDP accuses law enforcement of
excessive force, political intimidation, and digital rights
violations, arguing that the incidents reflect deeper
concerns about rule of law and civil liberties under the
current administration.

The rally in Malé began peacefully but escalated when
police blocked demonstrators from deviating from
their approved route. Officers used pepper spray and
Long Range Acoustic Devices (LRADs) to disperse the
crowd, leading to several injuries and multiple arrests.
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Six opposition members were held for more than two
weeks before being conditionally released by court
order. During detention, they launched a hunger strike
to protest alleged denial of medical care and delayed
investigations — claims the police have denied. [The
Sun 1]

The controversy has since widened to include
allegations that police leaked private photos and
videos of two female activists whose phones were
confiscated during subsequent investigations into
online posts critical of the government. The MDP
asserts that officers accessed personal folders and
disseminated the material via anonymous social media
accounts, describing the act as “weaponized sexualized
violence” aimed at silencing dissent.

Police maintain that all confiscated devices were
handled according to procedure and have since been
returned. They insist that force was used lawfully to
disperse what they described as an unauthorized
protest and note that several officers were also
injured. The MDP has filed formal complaints with the
National Integrity Commission, Parliament, and the
Human Rights Commission of the Maldives, urging
international attention to what it calls a growing
pattern of politically motivated harassment and
gender-based intimidation in the country's law
enforcement practices. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Lawmaker calls for extending
national health insurance to foreign
spouses of citizens

(ya) A parliamentary resolution submitted on October
20 has called for debate on granting access to the
national health insurance scheme, Aasandha, to
foreigners married to Maldivian citizens. The motion,
introduced by MP Mohamed Ibrahim, argues that such
individuals are constitutionally entitled to the same
rights as Maldivian citizens—except for voting and
candidacy—yet remain excluded from key social
protection programs.

Ibrahim noted that while the Maldivian Citizenship Act
allows foreigners to obtain citizenship under certain
conditions, the current legislation—enacted more than
fifty years ago—has not been updated to reflect
modern realities of mixed-nationality families. He
emphasized that the state has a constitutional
responsibility to ensure equal protection and may take
special measures for groups in disadvantaged
positions. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Pension-fund bond deal triggers
political confrontation over fiscal
transparency and debt management

(ya) A government bond transaction worth MVR 2.5
billion (USD 162 million) has sparked a heated political
and fiscal debate in the Maldives, as the opposition
accuses President Mohamed Muizzu's administration
of engaging in indirect money-printing and breaching
fiscal responsibility norms. The controversy has
intensified scrutiny over how the government is
financing its plan to clear billions in unpaid dues to
private businesses.

The dispute emerged after the Maldives Monetary
Authority (MMA) and the Pension Administration Office
structured a bond purchase using pension-fund assets.
Opposition leaders, including the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) and former president Abdulla
Yameen, claim the transaction amounts to a hidden
monetization scheme reminiscent of pandemic-era
fiscal practices. They argue that using pension funds to
finance government spending violates the Fiscal
Responsibility Act and threatens both fiscal
transparency and macroeconomic stability.

Government officials have rejected the accusations,
maintaining that the bond sale was a legitimate
financial operation conducted under existing
regulations. They argue that it represents a standard
investment instrument rather than money-printing and
forms part of a broader fiscal stabilization plan. [The
Sun 1]

During a visit to Fonadhoo, Laamu Atoll, on October
20, President Muizzu directly addressed the
controversy, reiterating that his administration is
paying off inherited arrears “without printing money.”
He said the government is clearing verified business
debts responsibly and pledged that all outstanding
payments will be completed “within the next week or
two.” Muizzu framed the accelerated repayment
process as evidence of fiscal discipline and sound
economic management, asserting that the economy is
recovering from the “bad state” it was in when his
government took office. [The Sun 2]

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Finance has not released its
regular weekly fiscal reports since September 18. The
ministry has not provided an explanation for the
pause, which follows earlier reporting gaps earlier in
the year. The most recent data showed total revenue
and grants at MVR 27.4 billion (USD 1.78 billion) and
expenditures at MVR 26.6 billion (USD 1.72 billion) as of
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mid-September. Expenditure had decreased 15
percent compared to the same period in 2024, driven
mainly by a 57 percent drop in capital spending, while
recurrent expenses increased by 6 percent.

Public debt remains elevated, with external liabilities
estimated at about 134 percent of gross domestic
product (GDP). Budget documents allocated MVR 3.87
billion (USD 251 million) for loan repayments in 2025,
but MVR 4.32 billion (USD 280 million) had already
been spent by September, exceeding the annual
allocation before the final quarter of the year. [The Sun
3]

Maldives: President proposes USD 195
million for new development projects in
2026 budget

(ya) President Mohamed Muizzu has proposed
allocating MVR 3 billion (USD 195 million) for new
development projects in the 2026 state budget, with at
least MVR 500 million (USD 32.5 million) each
designated for education and healthcare initiatives.

In a public address in Shaviyani Funadhoo, the
President emphasized that the administration’s
priorities include inclusive education — such as
support for students with disabilities and expanded
vocational training — alongside a stronger focus on
preventive healthcare. He added that housing
development will receive elevated priority in the
upcoming budget cycle and reaffirmed the
government's commitment to settling outstanding
payments owed to local businesses from previous
administrations.

On fiscal management, President Muizzu stated that
the government sees no risk to debt repayment
obligations in 2026, describing the financial outlook as
“in order according to our plan.” [The Sun]

Maldives: Government expands food
distribution to stabilize prices ahead of
Ramadan

(ya) The Maldivian government has expanded food
distribution efforts through bulk imports and new
retail measures as part of a wider strategy to stabilize
essential goods prices and strengthen food security
ahead of Ramadan, which is expected to begin in late
February or early March in the Maldives, depending on
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the lunar calendar. The initiative is being implemented
by the State Trading Organisation (STO), a state-owned
enterprise responsible for importing and distributing
key commodities across the country.

Following Cabinet approval on September 10, STO
began direct sales of 23 essential food items —
including fruits, vegetables, eggs, dhal, and spices — at
controlled prices aligned with market rates. Economic
Minister Mohamed Saeed and STO Chief Executive
Officer Shimad Ibrahim said the program aims to
prevent price volatility and ensure affordable access to
staple goods during the fasting month, when demand
for food items typically increases.

Opposition parties have criticized the measure as
excessive state involvement that could weaken small
retailers and domestic producers. Government
representatives, however, have rejected the criticism,
arguing that the policy is intended to supplement
private-sector activity while maintaining price stability
in the short term.

In addition, STO has opened a temporary retail outlet
in Hulhumalé Phase | in partnership with the Housing
Development Corporation to increase access to
essential goods. Plans are also underway to construct
a new warehouse in Hulhumalé’s Industrial Village to
expand wholesale capacity and strengthen the
country’s long-term food distribution network. [The
Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Airport expansion drive sparks
economic and policy debate

(Im) President Mohamed Muizzu has announced that
land reclamation for a new airport in Milandhoo, an
island in Shaviyani Atoll in northern Maldives, will be
completed within eight months, with the airport itself
expected to open in 30 months.

The atoll, located about 270 kilometers north of the
capital Male, is a key regional hub with limited
transport links to the rest of the country. The project,
part of a wider national infrastructure plan, includes
port relocation and harbor upgrades and was
formalized through a 40-hectare reclamation contract
signed during the president’s visit. Muizzu described
the airport as essential for improving connectivity and
economic resilience in northern Maldives and pledged
to expand essential services such as waste
management and healthcare facilities in Milandhoo by
early 2026. [The Sun 1]
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The announcement comes amid growing domestic
criticism over what opponents describe as excessive
and poorly planned infrastructure spending. Former
president Mohamed Nasheed has accused the
government of pursuing airport construction “where
speedboats can reach,” calling it an example of
financial irresponsibility and short-sighted planning. He
noted that several northern atolls already host
multiple airports within short distances by sea,
including Hanimaadhoo International Airport,
Kulhudhuffushi Airport, Hoarafushi Airport, and
Funadhoo Airport—all located in Haa Alif and Haa
Dhaalu Atolls, two of the northernmost administrative
divisions of the Maldives. Nasheed warned that these
airports operate below capacity, reducing flight
frequency and causing financial losses for domestic
carriers.

Nasheed also urged that development projects be
paused for four to five years, calling for a national
policy shift toward fiscal restraint, debt reduction, and
prioritization of education and reserves over physical
infrastructure. He proposed that future presidential
candidates campaign on a platform to “slow down”
development spending, warning that unchecked
project launches risk deepening public debt.

Industry observers have echoed these concerns,
noting that only Velana International Airport—the
country's main gateway near Male—along with
Maafaru International Airport in Noonu Atoll and
Dharavandhoo Airport in Baa Atoll, currently operate
profitably. They argue that the government’'s emphasis
on rapid airport expansion is politically motivated and
could impose long-term operational burdens on the
state. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

Nepal: Interim government pledges
credible elections as Supreme Court
reviews parliament dissolution

(Im) Nepal's interim administration led by Prime
Minister Sushila Karki faces its most serious
constitutional and political test yet, as the Supreme
Court begins reviewing a series of petitions challenging
both the dissolution of the House of Representatives
and Karki's own appointment as head of government.
The hearings—expected to begin before the
constitutional bench on October 29—have become a
pivotal moment in Nepal's fragile transition following
the Gen Z-led anti-corruption uprising that toppled the
KP Sharma Oli government in September.
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At least ten petitions argue that President Ramchandra
Paudel’s decision to dissolve the lower house and
appoint Karki violated constitutional provisions,
including Articles 61, 76, and 132, which prohibit
former justices from assuming executive office and
require prime ministers to be members of parliament.
Petitioners have urged the Court to reinstate the
dissolved legislature, drawing on precedent from 2020
and 2021, when the Supreme Court twice reversed
similar dissolutions under Oli's leadership. The
president’'s move has also been criticized for allegedly
breaching his constitutional obligation to protect the
charter. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post
2]

Politically, the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), still led by Oli, remains
the only major party demanding reinstatement of the
parliament, calling the interim administration
unconstitutional. By contrast, the Nepali Congress,
under acting president Purna Bahadur Khadka, and
the CPN (Maoist Centre), led by three-times Prime
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, have acknowledged
constitutional ambiguities but argue that proceeding
with the March 5, 2026 elections remains the only
realistic means to restore legitimacy.

By contrast, the Nepali Congress, now under acting
president Purna Bahadur Khadka, and the Maoist
Centre, led by Pushpa Kamal Dahal, have
acknowledged constitutional concerns but argue that
fresh elections scheduled for March 5, 2026, are the
only practical way to restore legitimacy. [The
Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

In parallel with the legal uncertainty, Prime Minister
Karki is intensifying efforts to demonstrate that her six-
month government is capable of ensuring credible,
peaceful, and timely elections. On October 19, she
invited seven national political parties to a roundtable
dialogue, at the time of writing scheduled for October
21, to formalize discussions that had until now
occurred only informally. The move came amid
mounting criticism from major political forces,
especially the Nepali Congress and CPN-UML, that the
interim government had failed to create a conducive
electoral environment. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

In her meetings and public statements, including a
Tihar message on October 20, Karki emphasized
transparency, anti-corruption, and institutional reform
—citing new measures to strengthen the Election
Commission, tighten oversight of procurement and
budgeting, and establish a judicial inquiry commission
into the September violence. Reaffirming Nepal's non-
aligned foreign policy and appeal for international
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support in reconstruction and climate resilience, she
pledged to uphold the Gen Z movement's call for
integrity and to “deliver a stable administration within
six months.” [The Kathmandu Post 6] [The Kathmandu
Post /]

Meanwhile, President Paudel has taken an unusually
active role in facilitating political dialogue and election
security. In recent weeks, he has held a series of
consultations with the prime minister, ministers, civil
society representatives, and security chiefs. During a
meeting on October 18, Paudel directed the heads of
the Nepali Army, Nepal Police, Armed Police Force, and
National Investigation Department to ensure a fear-
free and fair electoral environment, and to recover
looted weapons and re-arrest escaped prisoners from
the September 9 unrest. [The Kathmandu Post 8] [The
Kathmandu Post 9]

Nepal: Gen Z movement fuels surge in
youth participation but faces risks of
misuse and fragmentation

(Im) The Gen Z-led uprising that toppled the KP
Sharma Oli government in September is rapidly
reshaping Nepal's political and civic landscape ahead
of the March 5, 2026 elections, as young citizens move
from protest to participation. However, alongside the
rise of new youth-driven parties and record voter
registration, the misuse of the “Gen Z" name by
opportunistic groups has raised growing concerns
about governance, legitimacy, and public trust.

Following the Election Commission’s call for new party
registrations on October 6, several youth and reformist
movements have entered formal politics. Among them,
the Gatishil Loktantrik Party (GLP)—registered on
October 16 under political sociologist Dinesh Prasai
and businessman Birendra Bahadur Basnet, executive
chairperson of Buddha Air—seeks to distinguish itself
through a governance model separating party
management from candidacy, requiring office-bearers
to resign six months before running for public office.
The GLP advocates federalism, republicanism, and a
parliamentary system, while rejecting the idea of a
directly elected prime minister as unsuitable for
Nepal's context. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The party joins a growing list of Gen Z-inspired
movements seeking to channel public frustration with
entrenched elites. Dharan Mayor Harka Sampang has
registered the Shram Sanskriti Party, while the
Janaswaraj Party, a splinter group from the Janamat
Party—a regional political party rooted in the southern
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Madhesh Province and known for advocating
federalism and Madheshi rights—faces ongoing legal
disputes over its formation. Another youth-led group,
under Miraj Dhungana, a prominent activist who
helped organize the Gen Z protests that forced political
change in September, has also announced a new party
but pledged not to participate in elections until
demands for a directly elected executive are met.

Analysts, however, caution that the proliferation of
new, ideologically diffuse parties could fragment the
reformist vote and benefit established forces such as
the Nepali Congress, the single-largest party in the
now-dissolved Parliament; Oli's Communist Party of
Nepal (CPN) (Unified Marxist-Leninist); and the CPN
(Maoist Centre), the main opposition party—all of
which retain strong organizational networks. Political
observers stress that the durability of these new forces
will depend less on novelty than on their ability to
translate the Gen Z movement's reformist energy into
coherent governance and sustained institutional
credibility. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The Election Commission reports a parallel rise in voter
registration, with more than 64,000 new voters added
since September 26—nearly two-thirds from the Gen Z
generation. Registration remains open until November
16, and officials expect the figure to increase sharply
as young citizens prepare to cast ballots for the first
time. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Yet as the movement's influence expands, authorities
have warned of misuse of the “Gen Z” name by
individuals and groups engaging in fraud and
intimidation. Police have detained suspects in
Kathmandu accused of extortion and impersonation,
including a case involving threats against the head of
the Civil Aviation Authority. The Prime Minister's Office
issued a public warning on October 13, urging the
public not to cooperate with initiatives falsely claiming
affiliation with the government or the Gen Z
movement.

Similar incidents have appeared beyond the capital. In
Sindhupalchok District, a self-styled Gen Z group
disrupted operations at the Bhote Koshi Hydropower
Project, demanding ten percent of company shares.
Although the dispute ended with a local agreement to
allocate shares to affected residents, authorities
clarified that no shares were granted to the protest
group, underscoring how economic grievances and
political opportunism have begun to converge under
the movement's banner.

Leaders from the original youth networks say they are
coordinating with the Home Ministry to create a
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watchdog mechanism to prevent further exploitation
of the movement’s name. Officials warn that if
unaddressed, such incidents could undermine the
credibility of a movement that began with genuine calls
for reform and weaken its transition from activism to
institutional politics. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Leadership turmoil deepens in
Nepali Congress as longtime leader
resigns and party factions clash over
succession

(Im) Nepal's largest non-communist party, the Nepali
Congress, is undergoing a historic leadership transition
and internal power struggle following the resignation
of its long-serving president, Sher Bahadur Deuba. The
move came amid mounting pressure from the youth-
led Gen Z movement, which forced sweeping political
change across Nepal, and from within the party itself,
where reformist factions are demanding generational
renewal ahead of the March 2026 national elections.

At a Central Working Committee meeting on October
15, Deuba — a five-time former prime minister and the
party's longest-serving leader — stepped down after
weeks of nationwide protests denouncing corruption
and political stagnation. He transferred authority to
Vice President Purna Bahadur Khadka, who now serves
as acting president and is responsible for steering
preparations for the party’s 15th General Convention.
Although Deuba's exit was accelerated by the protests,
he was already ineligible for another term under the
party statute, which limits leaders to two consecutive
terms. Both Deuba and his wife, former foreign
minister Arzu Rana Deuba, were injured during the
September demonstrations. [The Kathmandu Post 1]
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

The leadership vacuum has exposed deep divisions
between the establishment and reformist camps.
Acting President Khadka and his allies argue that the
general convention should be held only after the
national elections in March 2026 to ensure stability
and adequate preparation. However, reformist leaders
— including General Secretaries Gagan Thapa and
Bishwa Prakash Sharma, alongside senior leader
Shekhar Koirala — are pushing to hold the convention
by mid-December. They claim this timeline is essential
to revitalize the party, reconnect with younger voters,
and demonstrate accountability in the wake of the Gen
Z uprising.
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Thapa has formally proposed holding the general
convention from December 13 to 15, with new
memberships to be distributed by November 7 and
lower-level conventions completed by early December.
His plan also includes amending the party charter to
allow direct leadership elections by active members
and to automatically renew memberships for all
delegates from the previous convention.

The reformist bloc cites the party statute, which
obliges the leadership to call a special general
convention if 40 percent of delegates demand it. So
far, 54 percent of the 4,556 general convention
representatives have signed a petition, submitted on
October 14, requesting an early meeting. Their
supporters have warned that if the central committee
fails to act, they will bypass the leadership and
convene the assembly themselves.

Spokesperson Prakash Sharan Mahat, aligned with the
Khadka-led establishment, insists that no such
proposal has been officially tabled, calling it
“impossible” to organize a convention within a month
and a half. Yet reformists accuse the leadership of
deliberately delaying decisions to prolong its mandate,
pointing out that the ongoing central committee
meeting — which began on October 14 — remains
unresolved.

Analysts describe the Nepali Congress's infighting as
emblematic of a broader crisis of renewal within
Nepal's post-federal political order. While other major
parties, such as the Communist Party of Nepal-Unified
Marxist-Leninist (CPN-UML) and the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist Centre), plan to hold their
conventions by mid-December, the Congress remains
mired in internal discord. [The Kathmandu Post 3] [The
Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Main Communist party keeps
option open for ex-prime minister’s third
term amid leadership dissent

(Im) The Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist-
Leninist (CPN-UML), one of Nepal's largest political
forces and a key contender ahead of the March 2026
general elections, has decided to hold its 11th General
Convention from December 13 to 15, effectively
leaving the door open for former Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli to seek a third term as party chair.

The decision came during a three-day central
committee meeting that concluded on October 17,
marking the CPN-UML's first major internal gathering
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since the Gen Z-led protests that forced Oli's
resignation and led to the dissolution of parliament
last month. Several senior and youth leaders urged Oli
to step down and take moral responsibility for the
political unrest and casualties during the September
demonstrations. However, Oli refused to resign, saying
his leadership would be decided by the party's general
convention rather than “what is said on Facebook.”

Among those calling for renewal were Yogesh
Bhattarai, a CPN-UML secretary known for his
reformist positions within the party, and Thakur Gaire,
a politburo member advocating organizational
transformation and generational change. Both argued
that the party must take responsibility for public
grievances and leadership fatigue. Despite their
appeal, Oli's stance prevailed. The committee endorsed
his position and passed a 22-point resolution aligning
with his political line, including a demand to reinstate
the dissolved House of Representatives, which the
party argues is essential to address youth movement
grievances and restore constitutional order.

The CPN-UML also criticized the interim government
led by Prime Minister Sushila Karki, accusing it of
failing to create conditions for fair elections. The party
announced plans to mobilize public support for
reinstating parliament and ensuring transparent
electoral preparations. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Federalism debates and corruption
turmoil reshape politics in Madhesh
province

(Im) Nepal's southern Madhesh Province, bordering
India, is again at the center of political turbulence amid
growing debates about the future of federalism
triggered by the recent Gen Z movement and a new
corruption-linked coalition crisis. The province, long
seen as the symbolic heart of Nepal's federal
experiment, has witnessed both renewed calls to
defend the federal model and mounting instability
within its provincial government.

The Gen Z movement, which led to the fall of the
coalition government of former Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli and paved the way for an interim
administration preparing elections on March 5 next
year, has revived constitutional debates nationwide.
Some Gen Z factions have questioned the effectiveness
of the 2015 constitution and the federal framework it
introduced. This has alarmed Madhesh-based parties,
who see federalism as one of the main achievements
of the 2007 Madhesh uprising—a movement that
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forced Nepal to adopt a federal model through
amendments to the 2007 interim constitution.

In response, Madhesh-based forces have intensified
efforts to unify. The Federal Democratic Front, which
includes the Janata Samajbadi Party Nepal, the
Loktantrik Samajbadi Party Nepal, the Rastriya Mukti
Party Nepal, the Janata Pragatisheel Party, the Terai
Madhesh Loktantrik Party, and the Nagarik Unmukti
Party, has initiated talks toward forming a single party
to safeguard federalism from perceived threats.
Leaders say the move is necessary to preserve the
political and structural gains achieved through years of
struggle. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

At the same time, the province’s internal political scene
has been shaken by corruption scandals and a fragile
new coalition. Following the resignation of former chief
minister Satish Kumar Singh on October 14, Jitendra
Prasad Sonal of the Loktantrik Samajbadi Party was
swiftly appointed as the new chief minister, supported
by a five-party coalition comprising the Loktantrik
Samajbadi Party, Janata Samajbadi Party-Nepal,
Janamat Party, Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist
Centre), and Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Socialist). [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu
Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Yet Sonal's appointment immediately drew
controversy, as his coalition relied on the backing of
the Janamat Party even though a breakaway faction led
by Dipak Kumar Sah had already formed the
Janaswaraj Party. The Election Commission later
recognized the split, but only after Sonal's swearing-in,
raising procedural questions over the legitimacy of his
government.

The new administration, which currently includes two
ministers without portfolio, has already come under
pressure after the suspension of Janata Samajbadi
Party-Nepal lawmaker Saroj Singh Kushwaha on
corruption charges. The Commission for the
Investigation of Abuse of Authority accused Kushwaha
of diverting public funds to personal accounts,
reducing the coalition’s narrow majority in the 107-
member assembly. With additional lawmakers
suspended or defecting, Chief Minister Sonal must
secure a confidence vote within a month—a test that
could quickly unravel the coalition. [The Kathmandu
Post 5]

Nepal: Interim government intensifies
corruption crackdown some of country’s
most powerful figures
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(Im) Nepal's interim government has escalated its anti-
corruption campaign, launching simultaneous legal
and financial actions against some of the country’s
most powerful political figures.

The Department of Money Laundering Investigation
(DMLI) has begun a sweeping probe into the assets of
three former prime ministers—Sher Bahadur Deuba,
KP Sharma Oli, and Pushpa Kamal Dahal—as well as
former ministers Arzu Rana Deuba and Deepak
Khadka, over alleged illicit enrichment and abuse of
office. Meanwhile, a district court in Kathmandu has
ordered the pre-trial detention of former parliament
speaker Krishna Bahadur Mahara in a high-profile gold
smuggling case, marking another major development
in the post-Gen Z uprising accountability drive.

The DMLI investigation covers three generations of
financial records, with authorities requesting detailed
data from the Nepal Rastra Bank, Securities Board of
Nepal, Company Registrar, and land offices across all
77 districts. Investigators are also reviewing burnt cash
and evidence retrieved from the residences of Deuba,
Dahal, and Khadka—homes that were set ablaze
during the September 9 protests that toppled Oli's
government. Once the information is consolidated, the
department plans to summon the accused for formal
qguestioning.

This marks the first time that figures like Deuba, Dahal,
and Oli—who have dominated Nepal's political scene
for decades—face coordinated scrutiny for their
personal wealth. Allegations against them include land
misappropriation, abuse of state contracts, and misuse
of funds during and after the Maoist insurgency. The
interim administration has portrayed the investigation
as part of its effort to restore public trust after mass
youth-led demonstrations exposed widespread anger
over corruption and elite impunity. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Parallel to the financial probe, the Kathmandu District
Court has remanded Krishna Bahadur Mahara, a
senior leader of the Maoist Centre and former Speaker
of Parliament, into judicial custody pending trial for his
alleged involvement in a gold smuggling operation.
Arrested on October 12, Mahara is accused of
collaborating with a Chinese smuggling network that
trafficked gold concealed in electronic cigarettes.
Prosecutors are seeking the maximum penalty under
the Organised Crime Act and Customs Act, alongside
the recovery of NPR 85.5 million (USD 625,000) in illicit
gains. Mahara's son, Rahul Mahara, has also been
arrested in connection with the same case. [The
Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Ambassador recalls add to scrutiny
over government’s election focus

(Im) Nepal's interim administration, led by Prime
Minister Sushila Karki, is under increasing scrutiny as it
prepares for the March 5, 2026 parliamentary elections
while facing criticism for decisions viewed as politically
driven.

At a Cabinet meeting on October 17, the government
decided to recall 11 ambassadors appointed during
the former administration of KP Sharma Oli, instructing
them to return by November 6. The recall affects
diplomatic missions in China, Germany, Israel,
Malaysia, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, the United
Kingdom, the United States, and Japan. According to
officials, the move targets politically appointed envoys,
while ambassadors to India, Australia, Denmark, South
Korea, South Africa, and Sri Lanka will remain in post
for reasons of merit, gender sensitivity, and inclusion.
Female ambassadors and the only Dalit envoy have
been retained.

The decision leaves several key embassies vacant, as
new appointments cannot be made before the
elections. The Constitution requires parliamentary
hearings for ambassadorial nominations, meaning that
replacements could be delayed for up to nine months
unless a temporary arrangement is introduced. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The recall has drawn criticism from political parties
that accuse the interim government of deviating from
its primary task of ensuring timely elections. During an
Election Commission consultation on October 16,
representatives from the Nepali Congress and the
CPN-UML - the two key parties behind the
government of ex-Prime Minister Oli - said the
administration had failed to create an environment
conducive to polls, citing the ambassadorial recalls and
changes in the leadership of the Nepal Electricity
Authority as signs of misplaced priorities.

Government officials have rejected such claims, saying
that the recalls were based on merit and cost
considerations and that the administration remains
committed to conducting free and fair elections while
addressing issues raised by the Gen Z movement. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]
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Nepal: Anti-graft body files case over
medical equipment irregularities

(Im) Nepal's Commission for the Investigation of Abuse
of Authority (CIAA) has filed a corruption case against
15 individuals, including former additional health
secretary Sangita Kaushal Mishra, accusing them of
irregularities in the procurement of medical
equipment. The CIAA has sought compensation of NPR
140.68 million (USD 1.03 million) from each defendant
through a case lodged before the Special Court on
October 19.

The defendants include senior officials from the
Ministry of Health and Population and the Department
of Health Services, among them former directors,
accountants, and engineers, as well as a private
company chief executive. According to the CIAA, the
accused colluded to manipulate procurement
processes while Mishra served as director general of
the Department of Health Services.

Mishra, who had been nominated as health minister in
the interim government led by Sushila Karki, resigned
from her civil service position before the case surfaced.
Her ministerial appointment was later halted following
the launch of the investigation. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Interim government seeks backing
from global lenders amid reform push

(Im) Nepal's Finance Minister Rameshore Khanal has
used a week of meetings in Washington, D.C.—held
alongside the World Bank and IMF annual sessions—to
press for trade, investment, and infrastructure support
amid the country's fragile post-protest political
environment and its preparation for March 2026
elections.

Khanal met with senior officials from the U.S.
Department of Commerce and Department of State,
requesting an extension of the Nepal Trade Preference
Program (NTTP) and deeper bilateral cooperation on
investment and economic governance. He also met
representatives of the Saudi Fund for Development
and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
urging greater participation in hydropower, irrigation,
and transport projects, including the BP Highway
reconstruction, the Nagdhunga-Sisnekhola tunnel, and
the Koteshwar road section.

In parallel talks with the World Bank, IMF, and Asian
Development Bank (ADB), Khanal outlined the interim
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government's focus on governance reform, fiscal
discipline, and project implementation, seeking
flexibility in donor procedures and alignment with
Nepal's institutional capacity. The IMF's Asia-Pacific
Department and Nepal Rastra Bank Governor Biswo
Nath Poudel reviewed ongoing work under the
Extended Credit Facility, including planned
amendments to the central bank law and credit-risk
management in the banking sector. [The Kathmandu
Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post
3]

Nepal: Inflation falls to 21-year low amid
weak demand and economic stagnation

(Im) Nepal's inflation dropped to 1.87 percent in mid-
September, the lowest level in 21 years, reflecting a
sharp decline in domestic demand amid political
instability, corruption, and growing youth migration.
According to the Nepal Rastra Bank, the figure is down
from 3.86 percent a year earlier and marks the
weakest reading since fiscal year 2003-04, when
inflation stood at 1.8 percent.

Economists attribute the downturn to subdued
consumer spending, a sluggish economy, and
disruptions caused by floods, landslides, and the
recent Gen Z protests, which brought several cities to a
standstill. The outflow of students and migrant
workers has further constrained household
consumption, even as the country’s foreign exchange
reserves climbed to a record USD 20.41 billion,
suggesting that much of the inflow remains idle in the
banking system.

Inflation in food and beverages declined by 1.34
percent, while non-food and services rose by 3.70
percent, compared to 5.06 and 3.19 percent,
respectively, a year earlier. Within these categories,
prices of vegetables fell by 12.74 percent, while ghee
and oil rose 11.09 percent, and education costs
increased 7.67 percent. The decline in consumption
has left sectors such as dairy struggling with unpaid
farmers and unsold inventories, signaling deeper
structural stagnation.

The Kerung-Rasuwagadhi trade route—a key entry
point for goods from China—has been closed since July
due to flash floods, worsening supply bottlenecks and
pushing up prices of essentials like rice and edible oil
during the Dashain festival. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Regulatory paralysis stalls two
hydropower projects in Dolakha

(Im) Two major hydropower projects in Nepal's
Dolakha District—the 99.8-megawatt Tamakoshi Fifth
and the 20-megawatt Rolwaling Diversion Project—
have been stalled for over three months due to the
government's failure to finalize regulations governing
construction in conservation areas. The projects are
located within the Gaurishankar Conservation Area,
where construction has been suspended pending legal
clarity on land use and tree-felling in protected zones.

The impasse stems from a Supreme Court order
requiring the Ministry of Forests and Environment to
draft procedures for infrastructure development inside
national parks and conservation areas after the Court
annulled earlier amendments that permitted such
activity. Despite the order, the ministry has not yet
issued the required guidelines, effectively freezing
work since July.

The delay has affected not only private contractors but
also state-backed hydropower investments,
underlining persistent coordination gaps between
Nepal's environmental, legal, and energy authorities.
The Tamakoshi Fifth Project, part of the government's
People’s Hydropower Programme, was designed as a
cascade to the 456-megawatt Upper Tamakoshi
Project, Nepal's largest domestic hydropower plant. It
is financed through a public-private model combining
30 percent equity and 70 percent debt, with the
Employees Provident Fund providing NPR 13 billion
(USD 96 million) in loans.

The Chinese contractor SinoHydro has halted most
construction work and is reportedly seeking
compensation for the suspension period, while project
costs—already revised to NPR 21.14 billion (USD 156
million)—are expected to rise further.

The Rolwaling Diversion Project, implemented by
Upper Tamakoshi Hydropower Limited, faces similar
delays. The project was intended to extend generation
capacity by diverting water from the Rolwaling River
but remains on hold due to the same regulatory
vacuum. [The Kathmandu Post]

Seychelles: President-elect to suspend
Qatari-funded resort on Assumption
Island


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-wh/

(Im) Seychelles’ president-elect Patrick Herminie has
announced plans to suspend the construction of a
Qatari-backed luxury resort on Assumption Island,
citing environmental and contractual concerns. The
project, financed through Qatar’s Assets Group,
involves building 40 high-end villas and upgrading the
island'’s airstrip. Environmental campaigners have long
opposed it due to the island’s proximity to the Aldabra
Atoll, a UNESCO World Heritage Site known for its
fragile ecosystem and hundreds of endemic species.

Herminie, who defeated incumbent president Wavel
Ramkalawan with 52.7 percent of the vote, said the
agreement—which grants Qatar a 70-year lease with a
USD 20 million down payment—was “unacceptable”
and provided little benefit to Seychelles. He stated that
his administration would meet with investors to
renegotiate terms and that only existing construction
would be allowed to remain.

The controversy over the resort became a key issue in
last month's presidential election, reflecting growing
domestic concern about foreign investment in
ecologically sensitive areas [see AR No. 41,
October/2025, 2]. In the same interview with the BBC,
Herminie also described drug addiction as an
“existential threat” to the country, pledging a stronger
focus on prevention and anti-trafficking measures
once in office. [yahoo!news]

Pakistan: Punjab province seeks ban on
hardline religious party after violent
protest clashes

(Im) Pakistan’s Punjab province has approved a move
to ban the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), a hardline
Islamist party notorious for violent mobilizations over
blasphemy-related issues. The decision came after
deadly clashes between TLP supporters and security
forces during a protest march toward Islamabad held
“in solidarity with Gaza.” The provincial cabinet’s
recommendation has been forwarded to the federal
government for final approval under the Anti-
Terrorism Act, with officials saying all legal
prerequisites at the provincial level have been met.

According to Punjab Information Minister Azma
Bokhari, the decision followed a pre-dawn police
operation in Muridke, near Lahore, where the group
had established a protest camp. The confrontation led
to several injuries and arrests as authorities moved to
block the demonstrators from reaching the capital for
a planned sit-in outside the U.S. Embassy. Despite
TLP's subsequent call for nationwide protests after
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Friday prayers, turnout remained low across major
cities—a development Bokhari credited to public
“awareness and responsibility.”

The TLP, which has previously paralyzed national traffic
and triggered riots over perceived blasphemy, was
banned in 2021 following anti-France demonstrations
that left several police officers dead, only to be
reinstated months later after government
negotiations. Analysts warn that another proscription
is unlikely to bring lasting stability unless Pakistan
addresses the ideological roots of religious extremism.
Past experiences, they note, show that banned
organizations often re-emerge under new names, and
a piecemeal security response cannot substitute for
long-term efforts to promote tolerance and legal
accountability. [Arab News 1]

Reflecting similar concerns, Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar urged judicial restraint and procedural
safeguards in blasphemy-related cases, acknowledging
that systematic misuse of such laws has fueled mob
violence and vigilante justice. Speaking at a national
symposium on interfaith harmony organized under the
auspices of the Supreme Court, Tarar called for
reforms in both education and law enforcement to
prevent false accusations and to protect religious
minorities from persecution.

Blasphemy remains punishable by death under
Pakistani law, and human rights groups have
repeatedly documented its weaponization in personal
and political disputes, leading to lynchings, arson, and
attacks on minority communities. Notable recent
incidents include the 2023 assault on Christian
neighborhoods in Jaranwala and recurring cases of
forced conversions and temple vandalism targeting the
Hindu community in Sindh.

Tarar highlighted recent government initiatives—such
as the Interfaith Harmony Policy, Minority Protection
Cells, and Human Rights Awareness Programs—as part
of a broader effort to institutionalize tolerance and
strengthen minority protections. The symposium
concluded with a declaration calling for greater human
rights education within the judiciary and the creation
of mechanisms to monitor blasphemy prosecutions
and prevent mob incitement. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: New Khyber Pakhtunkhwa chief
minister takes office after court
intervention
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(Im) A week-long political standoff in Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province ended after the Peshawar
High Court ordered the swearing-in of Sohail Afridi as
the new chief minister, invoking Article 255(2) of the
Constitution to bypass Governor Faisal Karim Kundi,
who had refused to administer the oath. The
governor's move was widely viewed as politically
motivated, aimed at preventing the opposition
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl)—led by jailed former
Prime Minister Imran Khan—from consolidating its
hold on the province.

Afridi, a PTl loyalist and legislator from Bara district
near the Afghan border, succeeded Ali Amin
Gandapur, who resigned under party pressure amid
governance concerns and a deteriorating security
situation marked by intensified attacks from the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and other militant
groups. His swearing-in, attended by large PTI crowds
in Peshawar, underscored the party’s continued
grassroots strength despite its leadership vacuum at
the national level. [Arab News 1]

In his first meeting as chief minister on October 20,
Afridi vowed to end politically motivated arrests,
declaring that “no one will be arrested in political FIRs
[first information reports].” He pledged that his
administration would not detain political opponents
under the Maintenance of Public Order (MPO) law, a
controversial tool that allows preventive detention for
up to six months. Afridi described his approach as
rooted in KP's “unique political culture,” emphasizing
that his government would preserve democratic norms
and ensure merit-based appointments.

Afridi also blamed the federal government for the
province's worsening security situation, claiming that
“wrong federal policies” had led to the resurgence of
terrorism and that Islamabad had failed to release War
on Terror funds owed to KP. He promised to prioritize
law and order, pledging to modernize and adequately
fund the provincial police force, which has suffered
heavy losses in recent years. [Arab News 2]

While Afridi's immediate agenda includes stabilizing
finances and curbing militancy, he also faces legal and
political hurdles. After taking office, he obtained
protective bail amid uncertainty over pending cases
and attempted to visit Imran Khan in prison—an effort
blocked by federal authorities, which PTI leaders
decried as political interference.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif later reached out to
Afridi by phone to signal cooperation between the
federal and provincial governments. However, PTI

leaders dismissed the gesture as merely symbolic,
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citing ongoing federal obstruction of PTI governance in
KP. Afridi has since reiterated that his administration
will focus on restoring security, transparency, and
institutional integrity in a province central to Pakistan’s
broader counterterrorism and political stability.
[DAWN]

Pakistan: Nationwide polio vaccination
campaign nears completion as authorities
intensify efforts in high-risk areas

(Im) Pakistan is nearing the completion of its latest
nationwide anti-polio campaign, which has so far
vaccinated more than 43.3 million children under the
age of five, according to official data released on
October 19. The week-long effort, launched on October
13, aims to reach more than 45 million children
nationwide in a renewed push to eliminate the wild
poliovirus — which remains endemic only in Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

As part of the campaign, authorities launched a second
phase from October 21 to 23 focusing on more than
one million children in the northwestern province of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where the majority of new cases
have been detected. Districts covered in this phase
include Bannu, Lakki Marwat, North and South
Waziristan, Dera Ismail Khan, and Tank — areas
considered high-risk due to past outbreaks and
security challenges.

Pakistan, a country of over 240 million people, has
reported 29 polio cases so far in 2025, compared with
74 in 2024. The disease, which causes irreversible
paralysis, has seen dramatic reduction since the 1990s,
when annual infections exceeded 20,000, reaching just
eight by 2018. However, health officials warn that
progress has stalled in recent years because of vaccine
hesitancy, misinformation, and repeated militant
attacks on health workers. [Arab News 1] [Arab News
2]

Pakistan: TikTok removes 25 million
videos as content moderation tensions
with regulators persist

(Im) TikTok deleted more than 25 million videos in
Pakistan between April and June 2025, making the
country one of its most heavily moderated markets.
The platform said almost all removals—99.7 percent—
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were made proactively and 96 percent within 24 hours,
according to its latest global enforcement report.

Pakistan remains a major flashpoint for the company.
Authorities have banned TikTok multiple times since
2020, citing “immoral” or “obscene” content, and
continue to pressure the platform to align with local
cultural and political sensitivities. Despite the app’s
pledges to strengthen moderation, its large-scale
content removal underscores ongoing friction between
Pakistan's conservative regulatory environment and
global social media firms.

Globally, TikTok removed 189.6 million videos in the
same period, with about 45 percent flagged for
misinformation and nearly a third for “mature or
sensitive themes.” The company's extensive use of
automated moderation systems has fueled debate
over transparency, as Pakistan’s digital regulators
expand oversight of online platforms under tighter
state control of information and public discourse.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: IMF releases USD 1.2 billion as
floods widen trade gap; climate loan
remains capped at USD 1.4 billion

(Im) Pakistan has received USD 1.2 billion from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) after completing
reviews under its USD 7 billion Extended Fund Facility
(EFF) and USD 1.4 billion Resilience and Sustainability
Facility (RSF). The disbursement follows the Fund's
favorable assessment of Islamabad’s reform efforts in
fiscal management, monetary tightening, and
structural adjustment. [Arab News 1]

IMF representatives confirmed, however, that the
lender has no plans to increase the USD 1.4 billion
allocated under the RSF, despite devastating monsoon
floods that have killed over 1,000 people, destroyed 2.2
million acres of crops, and killed 22,000 livestock since
late June. The RSF aims to strengthen Pakistan’s
climate resilience and disaster preparedness, while the
EFF supports macroeconomic stabilization. Pakistan
remains the first country in the Middle East and
Central Asia region to access the RSF program. [Arab
News 2]

The IMF noted that Pakistan’'s economic indicators
have improved, with inflation easing, external reserves
strengthening, and the country recording its first
current account surplus in 14 years. However, it
warned that climate-related disasters continue to
undermine growth, projected to slow to 3.3-3.5
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percent in FY2026 due to losses estimated at USD 3-5
billion, affecting roughly seven million people. [Arab
News 1]

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb, speaking in
Washington, said Pakistan remains committed to
“staying the course” on reforms in taxation, energy,
and privatization, and plans to raise the tax-to-GDP
ratio from 10.2 percent to 11 percent this year—and to
13 percent over the medium term. The government's
tax collection target for FY2025-26 is PKR 14.13 trillion
(USD 47.4 billion), supported by new digital tools and
Al-based compliance systems aimed at widening the
tax base across the agriculture, retail, and real estate
sectors. [Arab News 3]

As part of its IMF-linked reform plan, Islamabad last
week approved the sale of its state-owned women's
development bank, officially the First Women Bank
Limited (FWBL), to a UAE-based entity owned by the
International Holding Company (IHC). Founded in 1989
to promote women'’s access to finance and
entrepreneurship, the bank had struggled in recent
years, prompting the government to divest its stake to
attract foreign direct investment and reduce the state’s
economic footprint. [Arab News 4]

The IMF cautioned that recurring floods and climate
shocks pose continued risks to Pakistan's economic
recovery. The country's food trade deficit reached USD
1.14 billion in the first quarter of FY26 as exports
declined and imports surged, bringing the total trade
gap to USD 9.4 billion, nearly one-third of the annual
target. [Arab News 5]

At the V20 Ministerial Dialogue, Aurangzeb urged
global partners to operationalize the Loss and Damage
Fund and accelerate decisions under the Green
Climate Fund (GCF), emphasizing that climate-
vulnerable countries like Pakistan cannot sustain
recovery without accessible international financing.
[Arab News 6]

Pakistan: Launch of first hyperspectral
satellite from China enhances agricultural
and environmental monitoring

(Im) Pakistan has launched its first Hyperspectral
Satellite (HS-1) from China’s Jiuguan Satellite Launch
Center, marking a major expansion of the country’'s
applied space capabilities. Developed by the Space and
Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO)
with support from Chinese technical teams, the
satellite is equipped with advanced hyperspectral
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imaging sensors capable of collecting data across
hundreds of narrow spectral bands in visible and
infrared wavelengths.

The HS-1 will enable high-precision monitoring of land
use, crop and vegetation health, water resources, and
urban growth. The system is expected to enhance
national capacities in precision agriculture,
environmental monitoring, urban planning, and
disaster management. SUPARCO projects that the data
could increase the accuracy of crop-yield estimation by
up to 20 percent and improve early warning for floods
and droughts.

Officials said the satellite’s analytical output will also
support development projects under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) by identifying geo-
hazard risks and promoting sustainable infrastructure
planning. The launch forms part of Pakistan's National
Space Policy and Vision 2047, which aim to expand the
use of satellite-based intelligence in economic and
environmental governance. [Arab News 1] [Arab News
2]

Pakistan: Government approves wheat
policy for 2025-26 season to stabilize
prices, strengthen food security

(my) Pakistan's federal government has approved the
Wheat Policy 2025-26, setting a procurement price of
PKR 3,500 (USD 12) per 40 kilograms to ensure fair
returns for farmers and strengthen national food
security. The policy, approved on October 19, outlines
a target to procure 6.2 million tons of wheat from the
upcoming harvest to build strategic reserves.

Under the new framework, all restrictions on inter-
provincial wheat movement have been lifted to
promote a more integrated national market. A
National Wheat Oversight Committee, chaired by the
Federal Minister for National Food Security and
including representatives from all provinces, will meet
weekly and report directly to the Prime Minister on
implementation progress and market performance.
[The Nation]

Pakistan: Government narrows barter
trade system to Afghanistan, Iran, and
Russia
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(Im) Pakistan has amended its business-to-business
(B2B) barter trade framework, restricting the
mechanism to Afghanistan, Iran, and Russia and
introducing tighter compliance and sanction-screening
requirements. The revised order, issued by the
Ministry of Commerce on October 17, replaces the
broader framework launched in June 2023 that had
allowed non-cash trade in goods such as energy, food,
and minerals as a way to ease foreign-exchange
shortages.

The new regulation defines “sanctioned entities” as
individuals or companies barred from trading under
United Nations or other international prohibitions, as
notified by Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry. It also
introduces quarterly value reconciliation, requiring
Pakistani traders to balance accounts within 120 days
of each transaction. In cases involving consortia, all
member companies will be jointly liable for any
customs or tax violations under the Customs Act of
1969.

The move reflects Islamabad’s effort to tighten
oversight of barter trade channels operating outside
the dollar-based financial system while ensuring
compliance with international sanctions. Officials said
the system would continue to support imports such as
crude oil, liquefied natural gas (LNG), fertilizers, and
industrial machinery, and exports including agricultural
products, textiles, and leather goods. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: President reshuffles ministerial
portfolios and reorganizes key
institutions

(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has
amended the mandates and institutional oversight of
several ministries through a new gazette notification,
following the recent cabinet reshuffle. The changes
transfer multiple departments, state bodies, and
corporations between ministries to align with the
government's administrative restructuring agenda.

Under the revisions, the Department of Civil Security,
previously under the Ministry of Defense, and the
Rehabilitation Bureau, formerly managed by the
Ministry of Justice and National Integration, have been
moved to the Ministry of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs.

The Sri Lanka Thriposha Corporation Limited, a state
enterprise producing nutritional supplements, has
been transferred from the Ministry of Health to the
Ministry of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and
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Cooperative Development. Meanwhile, Salacine Media
Solutions Private Limited, previously under the
Ministry of Buddha Sasana, Religious and Cultural
Affairs, now falls under the Ministry of Health and
Mass Media.

In the economic sector, the Geology, Survey and Mines
Bureau has shifted from the Ministry of Environment
to the Ministry of Industrial Entrepreneurship
Development, while the Cinnamon Development
Department—previously managed by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock, Lands and Irrigation—has been
placed under the Ministry of Plantations and
Community Infrastructure.

Additionally, the Ceylon Electricity Company, previously
under the Ministry of Energy, has been reorganized as
Ceylon Electricity Private Company Limited, formalizing
structural changes announced under the ongoing
Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) unbundling process.
Four new entities created under the CEB restructuring
were also listed in the gazette, marking another step in
the government'’s broader public-sector reform
program. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government confirms
provincial elections for 2026, may revert
to old voting system

(Im) Sri Lanka’'s government has confirmed that
provincial council elections—long delayed amid
political and constitutional disputes—will be held next
year, either under the existing electoral framework or
a newly enacted system, depending on pending
legislative amendments.

Minister Lal Kantha, a senior figure in the National
People’s Power (NPP) administration, said the
government possesses the two-thirds parliamentary
majority needed to pass enabling legislation to hold
the polls under the former system if a new framework
is not finalized in time.

He also dismissed concerns over opposition unity,
asserting that the executive presidency and
parliamentary majority of 159 members ensure
political stability for the ruling coalition. Lal Kantha said
the government has fostered a “new political culture”
under the NPP and remains confident heading into the
elections, which will mark the first provincial council
vote since 2018.

Provincial councils, introduced under the 13th
Amendment to Sri Lanka’s Constitution, serve as the
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country’s key subnational administrative bodies but
have remained dormant since 2018 due to repeated
election postponements and debate over electoral
reform. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ruling predecessor party seeks
reconciliation with opposition bloc

(Im) Sri Lanka’s United National Party (UNP) — the
country’s historic center-right party that governed for
much of the post-independence period — has
launched an initiative to rebuild ties with the Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB), the main opposition party, and
other opposition groups, signaling a potential
realignment ahead of upcoming elections.

In a statement on October 15, the UNP called on all
opposition parties to unite on a common platform
while preserving their distinct political identities. The
following day, it announced a three-member
committee to initiate dialogue with the SJB and explore
pathways toward political reconciliation.

The SJB — a breakaway faction formed in 2020 under
Sajith Premadasa after a leadership split within the
UNP — has since become one of Sri Lanka’s leading
opposition parties. The UNP's latest outreach marks its
strongest attempt yet to repair that rift and
consolidate opposition strength against the current
government. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Party of powerful Rajapaksa
family to require police clearance for all
election nominees

(Im) The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), once the
country’s ruling party but now a diminished opposition
force, has announced that all individuals seeking its
nomination in upcoming elections must present a
mandatory police report. The measure aims to ensure
that candidates have no links to drug-related or
organized criminal activity.

The announcement was made by Namal Rajapaksa,
the party’s National Organizer and a Member of
Parliament. Rajapaksa is the son of former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa and a key political figure within the
Rajapaksa family network that has dominated much of
Sri Lanka's recent political history. He stated that the
SLPP is preparing for the upcoming Provincial Council
elections, and that candidate selection procedures will
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be finalized after consultations with allied left-leaning
and partner parties. Rajapaksa added that he would
announce his own electoral plans once official election
dates are confirmed. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Parliamentary data reveal
ministers drew dual fuel allowances after
cabinet appointments

An inquiry by the Right to Information Desk of
Parliament has revealed that several Sri Lankan
ministers and deputy ministers continued to collect
fuel allowances designated for ordinary Members of
Parliament (MPs) even after formally assuming
executive office earlier this year.

According to the parliamentary disclosure, a number of
officials — including cabinet members and deputies —
received overlapping MP fuel benefits for several
months between March and September 2025, despite
already receiving ministerial entitlements. Among
those listed were Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya
and several ministers such as Nalinda Jayatissa
(Minister of Health and Mass Media), Vijitha Herath
(Minister of Power and Energy), and Sunil Handunnetti
(Minister of Finance), along with numerous deputy
ministers who reportedly discontinued the additional
allowance only months later.

The revelation, obtained by journalists through an
information request under the Right to Information
Act, has raised concerns about accountability and
financial propriety in government administration.
Parliamentary officials also confirmed that all ministers
and MPs continue to receive their salaries and
allowances directly into their bank accounts,
underscoring the need for tighter oversight of
overlapping state benefits within Sri Lanka’s public
sector. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former security officer of ex-
president remanded over unexplained
assets

A Colombo court has extended the remand of Neville
Wanni Arachchi, a former security officer of ex-
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, until October 31 in
connection with a corruption investigation. The
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption (CIABOC) arrested Arachchi on charges of
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failing to disclose how he acquired assets and property
valued at LKR 28 million (USD 95,200). [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President tempers push to ban
corporal punishment amid rising child
abuse concerns

(Im) Sri Lanka's Human Rights Commission (HRCSL) has
warned of a troubling rise in child rights violations,
notably cases of corporal punishment and other
abusive disciplinary practices, highlighting a deepening
social challenge that extends beyond isolated
incidents.

The HRCSL underscored that corporal punishment, still
common in homes and schools, constitutes a violation
of existing legal safeguards, including the Children and
Young Persons Ordinance, the Penal Code, and
constitutional protections against cruel or degrading
treatment. It stressed that persistent tolerance of such
practices undermines Sri Lanka's commitments under
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and
erodes progress toward modernizing its justice and
welfare systems.

The warning comes shortly after the government
gazetted the Penal Code (Amendment) Bill in July 2025,
which seeks to outlaw all forms of physical and
psychological punishment against minors. The
initiative is part of a gradual move toward a rights-
based framework for child welfare that emphasizes
preventive protection, positive discipline, and
accountability. [Daily Mirror 1]

However, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has
signaled caution, stating that the government will not
enact any law that lacks public support. Speaking at
the 28th convention of the Ceylon Teachers' Union, he
emphasized that the amendment remains under
parliamentary debate and that his administration will
not force reforms against public sentiment.
Dissanayake added that laws should serve the people
rather than political elites, contrasting his
government's approach with previous administrations
that amended the Constitution for personal or political
gain. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Human rights report links tax
failures to worsening poverty and rights
violations
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(Im) A new Human Rights Watch (HRW) report has
found that Sri Lanka’s decades of regressive tax
policies and weak enforcement have deepened the
country’s economic collapse and violated citizens' basic
rights, particularly the right to education.

According to HRW, years of corporate tax breaks,
undercollection, and dependence on indirect taxes
such as VAT deprived the government of critical
revenue for health, education, and social protection.
By 2023, the country’s tax-to-GDP ratio had fallen to
just 7.3 percent, one of the lowest globally. The
organization noted that this fiscal shortfall forced
millions into poverty as food prices doubled and
electricity and transport costs surged after energy
subsidy cuts mandated under the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) stabilization program.

The report highlighted that public education has
suffered severely, with schools resorting to collecting
money from parents for basic supplies. HRW described
the system as “inadequate and regressive,” saying that
while poorer households shoulder the burden through
consumption taxes, wealthy individuals and
corporations benefit from generous exemptions. [Daily.
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government secures USD 106.9
million from ADB for healthcare reform

(Im) Sri Lanka's government has signed a financing
agreement with the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
worth USD 106.9 million to support the Strengthening
Integrated Health Care and Governance for Universal
Health Coverage Program. The package includes a USD
100 million loan under ADB's regular capital resources
and an additional USD 6.9 million grant from the
Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness and Response
Trust Fund.

The program aims to modernize secondary healthcare
services and improve pandemic readiness through a
results-based lending model. Its priorities include
enhancing first-referral care, boosting pandemic
response capacity, and strengthening the management
of the pharmaceutical supply chain. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government rules out
privatization of state power utility amid
restructuring
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(Im) Sri Lanka's Power and Energy Minister Kumara
Jayakody told Parliament on October 21 that the
government will not privatize the Ceylon Electricity
Board (CEB), the country's state-owned power utility.
However, he confirmed that the CEB will be
restructured under an ongoing unbundling program,
with all employees to be reassigned to four newly
created companies. Jayakody said CEB staff must
inform authorities by October 27 whether they wish to
join one of the new entities. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Regulator to list state
enterprises and open market to digital
assets amid fiscal reform drive

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) has announced a major reform package to
deepen the country’s capital markets and reduce
dependence on state borrowing. The plan includes
listing key state-owned enterprises (SOEs),
demutualizing the Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE), and
introducing regulated digital assets and green bonds to
attract new classes of investors.

SEC Chair Hareendra Dissabandara said the initiative
aims to expand retail investor participation from under
one percent of the population to 10 percent within the
next decade, signaling a shift toward broader financial
inclusion and capital-based growth.

The listing of SOEs—explicitly backed by the president
and finance minister—is expected to ease the
government's fiscal burden while improving
transparency and governance. The demutualization of
the CSE, scheduled for completion within a year, would
separate ownership from trading rights and align the
exchange with international standards.

In parallel, the SEC plans to introduce digital asset
regulations to lower transaction costs and integrate Sri
Lanka into emerging financial technologies. The reform
package is part of a broader government effort to
restore investor confidence and stabilize public
finances following the country’s 2022-23 debt and
currency crisis. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Nearly one in four citizens
projected to be over 60 by 2041

(Im) Sri Lanka's Health and Mass Media Minister
Nalinda Jayatissa has warned that the country is aging
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at one of the fastest rates in South Asia, with almost 25
percent of the population expected to be over 60 years
old by 2041 — a level significantly higher than the
regional average of about 20 percent.

Speaking at the 78th Session of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Regional Committee for South-
East Asia, Jayatissa said the government plans to
strengthen elderly healthcare access by expanding
primary health care services nationwide. Over 2,000
primary medical facilities are expected to be
operational within the next three years, up from the
current 1,100.

The minister stressed that while rapid aging poses
major policy challenges, the government views it not as
a burden but as an opportunity to promote “healthy
ageing” through preventive care and community-based
health systems.

Sri Lanka's aging trend has been long anticipated.
According to United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
data, the elderly share of the population — which
stood at 12.4 percent in 2012 — is set to double by
mid-century, making Sri Lanka one of South Asia’s
most rapidly aging societies and raising concerns over
healthcare, labor, and pension sustainability. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government faces parallel
challenges with Chinese and Indian port
projects

(Im) Sri Lanka is confronting difficulties in two major
foreign-linked port projects — one operated by China
and another proposed by India — underscoring the
administrative, fiscal, and political challenges
surrounding external investment in strategic
infrastructure.

In the south, the Chinese-run Hambantota
International Port, managed by China Merchants Port
Holdings, is locked in a dispute with the Hambantota
Municipal Council over nearly LKR 140 million (USD
476,000) in unpaid municipal taxes. The operator has
paid only about LKR 1 million (USD 3,400) and contests
the government's valuation process, arguing that the
quarterly assessment of LKR 6 million (USD 20,400)
lacks transparency. The company maintains that the
port continues to operate at a loss and has requested
provincial mediation to clarify the tax assessment.
[Daily Mirror 1]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-yuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-yuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-yuj/

Despite these tensions, Chinese engagement in the
district continues to expand. The state-owned energy
giant Sinopec has pledged to accelerate construction
of a USD 3.7 billion (LKR 1.09 trillion) oil refinery in
Hambantota. Once completed, the facility is expected
to produce up to 200,000 barrels per day,
strengthening Sri Lanka’s refining capacity and energy
infrastructure. [Daily Mirror 2]

Meanwhile, in the north, the government has delayed
a decision on the Indian-funded redevelopment of the
Kankesanthurai (KKS) Port in Jaffna. India has offered a
USD 62 million (LKR 18.2 billion) grant to transform the
facility into a hub for regional trade and tourism,
complementing the new ferry service linking northern
Sri Lanka with southern India. However, Deputy
Minister of Ports and Aviation Janitha Kodituwakku
said the administration of President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake is still reviewing the project's socio-
economic feasibility and expects a decision within
about a month.

The KKS Port, located about 56 nautical miles from
India’s Karaikal Port in Puducherry, spans roughly 16
acres and has historically served both commercial and
naval functions. Its redevelopment remains uncertain
amid broader fiscal constraints and shifting regional
priorities. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Engineer’s exit delays
completion of major elevated highway
linking Colombo city to airport

(Im) Sri Lanka’s plans to complete a major elevated
highway connecting central Colombo with the
Katunayake Expressway and the country’s main
international airport have been hit by a new setback,
following the abrupt departure of the project’s chief
engineer earlier this month. The contractor, China Civil
Engineering Construction Corporation (CCEC), has
been forced to suspend key construction work, as
progress cannot continue without certification from
the appointed consultant engineer representing the
Road Development Authority (RDA).

The project, officially known as the Colombo Port
Access Elevated Highway, is a 5.3-kilometer toll road
designed to link the Galle Face area with the New
Kelani Bridge, providing a rapid exit from the city and
connecting to the expressway network. Backed by a
USD 300 million (LKR 98.5 billion) loan from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) under the South Asia
Subregional Economic Cooperation program, with an
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additional USD 60 million financed by the government,
it was initially slated for completion in 2023.

The RDA has denied claims of a sudden abandonment,
saying the engineer’s contract simply expired and a
replacement has already been appointed. However,
construction experts warn the delay could push
completion back by another two years, extending the
already long list of setbacks — including pandemic
disruptions, theft incidents, design revisions pending
ADB approval, and land issues involving the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA). [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Audit reveals years-long
inactivity of Coast Guard vessels

(Im) An audit report released in June 2025 has found
that several ships in the Sri Lanka Coast Guard fleet
have been inactive for years, with some awaiting costly
repairs and others marked for disposal. The report
states that as of December 31, 2024, five vessels—CG
103, CG 203, CG 204, CG 403, and CG 405—had
remained idle for over six months, with repair work on
certain ships delayed between one and three years.

Two of the vessels have since been restored to
operational condition, while repairs continue on
others. The audit further noted that vessel CG 403,
which requires major refurbishment, has been ordered
to be made serviceable, and vessel CG 408 has been in
a state of disposal for more than four years. Attempts
to auction CG 408 in March 2025 through a Tender
Board failed to attract bids, forcing the department to
reopen the process.

A Coast Guard official confirmed that repairs on two
vessels are ongoing, with parts on order, while
arrangements for the disposal of the remaining two
ships are underway. The Auditor General urged
immediate completion of the pending repairs and
expedited removal of unserviceable vessels,
highlighting inefficiencies in the maintenance and
asset management of the maritime force. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: New asset recovery division to
fast-track bond scam and corruption
investigations

(Im) Sri Lanka has launched the Proceeds of Crime
Investigation Division (PCID) within the national police
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to strengthen its capacity to trace and recover assets
obtained through corruption and organized crime. The
new unit, inaugurated in Colombo under the Ministry
of Public Security, operates under the Proceeds of
Crime Investigation Division Act No. 05 of 2025 and is
tasked with investigating illicit wealth linked to
politicians, financial crimes, and drug trafficking. It
functions under the Inspector General of Police and
works alongside agencies such as the Commission to
Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption
(CIABOC) to improve coordination and align with
international anti-money-laundering and asset-
recovery standards promoted by the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF).

Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala said the
division will expedite high-profile investigations
handled by the Criminal Investigations Department
(CID) and Financial Crimes Investigation Division (FCID),
including the Central Bank bond scam — a 2015
securities fraud in which officials and intermediaries
allegedly manipulated government bond auctions,
causing major losses to the state. He cited findings
from a former Auditor General indicating that Sri Lanka
had obtained foreign project loans worth about USD 8
billion (LKR 2.35 trillion), but held less than USD 2
billion (LKR 587 billion) in assets, suggesting that
roughly USD 6 billion (LKR 1.76 trillion) may have been
misappropriated.

Wijepala said the PCID’s powers under the new act
would help recover such unlawfully acquired assets
through mechanisms including non-conviction-based
forfeiture, which allows seizure of property without a
prior criminal conviction. He stressed that the
legislation targets only illegal wealth, not legitimate
income.

According to police data, authorities have already
frozen assets worth LKR 4.5 billion (USD 15.3 million)
from organized crime networks, including land,
vehicles, jewelry, and cash. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily
Mirror 2]
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Brunei: Department of Labor launches
2025 online census for employers and
employees

(dqgl) The Department of Labor will carry out the 2025
annual census covering employers, employees, wages,
income, and working hours online from October 31 to
November 30.

Participation is mandatory for all private sector
businesses, institutions, cooperatives, associations,
clubs, and statutory bodies in Brunei, regardless of
whether they employ foreign workers. Domestic or
personal service providers are exempt. [Borneo
Bulletin]

Cambodia: Technical and vocational
education expanded

(dqgl) Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport is
expanding its technical and vocational education
program for the 2025-2026 academic year, extending
practical training to 49 high schools nationwide. The
initiative aims to equip students with market-relevant
skills, reduce the country’s growing labor shortages,
and foster entrepreneurship.

From Grade 10, students can now pursue skill-based
courses alongside traditional academic streams. The
program offers 12 specialized areas, including
electricity, electronics, agriculture, mechanics,
computer technology, accounting, food processing,
digital media, and smart agriculture. This represents a
substantial increase from 2013, when the program was
limited to four skill areas across 21 schools.

Selected schools include resource-rich high schools,
institutions in special economic zones, arts-focused
schools, and those with community technology
centers. The ministry has also introduced measures to
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enhance instructor quality, requiring proper licenses or
master’s degrees, and is developing curricula aligned
with labor market demands. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Techo International Airport to
emerge as multi-modal transport hub

(dgl) Pung Kheav Se, founder of Overseas Cambodian
Investment Corporation, a major private real estate
and infrastructure development company in
Cambodia, unveiled plans to transform Techo
International Airport (KTI) into a multi-transport hub by
constructing a USD 100 million, 10-kilometre waterway
connecting Boeng Choeung Loung near KTl to the
Bassac River. The project would also link the Funan
Techo Canal with Kep City, home to Cambodia’s
seaport, integrating air, road, and water transport. No
construction start date has been confirmed. [Kiripost]

Indonesia: Prabowo’s first annual speech
spurs backlash over fiscal centralization
and elite disconnect

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto’s first Annual State
Address before the People’s Consultative Assembly
(MPR) on August 15, was intended to project
confidence in his administration’s economic vision.
Instead, it has intensified debate over his government's
increasing fiscal centralization, elite consolidation, and
growing disconnect from public realities.

In his nearly two-hour address, Prabowo outlined a
sweeping state-led economic agenda anchored in
Article 33 of the 1945 Constitution, which he described
as “the fortress of Indonesia's economic defense.” The
president extolled programs such as Free Nutritious
Meals (MBG) for children and mothers, the Red and
White Cooperatives (Kopdes Merah Putih), and the
Danantara sovereign wealth fund as vehicles of
national prosperity and social justice. He also
reaffirmed his commitment to combating
“serakahnomics,” or predatory capitalism, promising
tighter state control over production sectors and
stronger intervention in food, energy, and industry.

But outside Jakarta's parliamentary halls, critics say the
speech epitomized Prabowao’s top-down command
economy approach — one that sidelines regional
governments and private enterprise while
concentrating power in the executive branch. The
president’s decision to cut IDR 270 trillion (USD 16
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billion) in regional transfers to fund central ministries
has triggered fierce opposition. Eighteen governors
have publicly protested the policy, accusing the
government of undermining fiscal autonomy and
starving local development projects.

The fallout has been visible. Demonstrations that
began over parliament’s housing allowance hikes have
evolved into widespread protests against economic
hardship and elite privilege. Riots erupted in several
cities in August, targeting lawmakers' residences and
government offices. Analysts trace much of this unrest
to weakened local budgets, sluggish job creation, and
public anger over the flaunting of wealth by officials
and their families.

On October 20, around 300 university students staged
another protest near the Presidential Palace to mark
Prabowo's first year in office, criticizing the
administration’s policies and lack of transparency.
Many carried banners reading “Free meals program
equals poison,” referencing the food poisoning scandal
that sickened thousands of schoolchildren under the
MBG initiative. Student leaders demanded reforms to
the program and broader policy changes to ensure
accountability. Analysts such as Wasisto Raharjo Jati of
Indonesia’s National Research and Innovation Agency
said the protest reflected a “lack of openness and
participation” in governance, while warning that
Prabowo's reliance on military and bureaucratic
networks risks deepening public distrust.

Economists from the University of Indonesia’s Institute
for Economic and Community Research (LPEM Ul) and
the Alliance of Indonesian Economists have issued joint
demands calling for budget restructuring, reduced
populist spending, and an end to state dominance in
the economy. They argue that fiscal tightening and
opaque programs such as MBG have worsened
inequality while failing to boost consumption.

The food poisoning scandal linked to the MBG
program, which has affected more than 12,000
beneficiaries, has further eroded trust. Yet, the
government's refusal to suspend the initiative
underscores what critics describe as Prabowo’s
denialism and over centralization. [CNBC Indonesia]
[Fulkrum] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: President Prabowo undertakes
restructuring of SOEs

(gp/ms) President Prabowo Subianto’s plan to shrink
Indonesia’s state-owned enterprises (SOEs) from nearly
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1,000 to around 200 marks one of the most sweeping
economic restructurings in the country’'s modern
history. The move—combined with the dissolution of
the Ministry of SOEs—suggests a decisive pivot toward
a leaner, investment-driven model of state capitalism.

The restructuring, led by the sovereign wealth fund
Danantara, seeks to address chronic inefficiencies:
most SOEs currently generate returns on assets of just
one to two percent. Consolidation under Danantara
aims to streamline oversight, attract private
investment, and align state firms with international
standards of transparency and performance. The
inclusion of foreign executives at companies such as
Garuda Indonesia underscores a shift toward
professional management and a merit-based
corporate culture rather than political appointments.

If successful, the overhaul could unlock value in sectors
long dominated by underperforming state firms, from
energy and logistics to banking and infrastructure. It
may also boost investor confidence by signaling a
commitment to structural reform and depoliticized
management. However, centralizing control within
Danantara raises questions about accountability and
concentration of power. [Antara] [Jakarta Globe]
[Reuters]

Indonesia: National health development
strategy

(st) The Indonesian Health Ministry outlined the
national health development strategy, based on three
key priorities: First, transforming primary healthcare
services by expanding access to community health
centers (Puskesmas) and strengthening community-
level promotive-preventive measures. Second,
transforming referral services by developing an
efficient and equitable hospital network across all
regions. Third, strengthening the national health
resilience system to increase capacity in responding to
health crises, including pandemics and natural
disasters. Oktavianus stressed that the healthcare
system must be “more equitable, robust, and
sustainable”. [Antara]

Indonesia resumes international carbon
trade after four years

(gp) Indonesia has lifted its four-year moratorium on
international carbon credit trading through a new
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presidential decree signed by President Prabowo
Subianto last week and made public on October 15.
Previously one of the world's largest suppliers of
carbon credits primarily through REDD+ reforestation
schemes, Indonesia had suspended cross-border
carbon trading in 2021 to prioritize meeting its own
greenhouse gas reduction targets.

The new decree permits international trade in carbon
offset units to resume, but only in accordance with
Indonesian national standards or those established by
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and other recognized international certifiers.
Through this trade, Prabowo aims to generate capital
inflows through carbon offset sales to foreign buyers
from projects like rainforest preservation. To facilitate
this resumption, Indonesia has signed mutual
recognition agreements this year with major
international certification organizations including
Verra, Gold Standard, Global Carbon Council, Plan Vivo,
and the Joint Crediting Mechanism, intended to
support foreign investment by certifying projects that
cut greenhouse gas emissions. [Reuters]

Indonesia's domestic carbon exchange, launched in
September 2023, began offering carbon credit
certificates to foreign buyers this year, though trading
volumes have remained limited. The country has
committed to achieving net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2060 or earlier, and the resumption of
international carbon trading is seen as a mechanism to
attract funding for climate-related projects to facilitate
that goal. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Government plans 1 percent
sustainable aviation fuel blend by 2026

(ms) Indonesia, the world's largest palm oil producer, is
preparing to introduce a 1 percent sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF) blending mandate for international flights
departing from Jakarta and Bali by 2026, according to
Energy Ministry official Edi Wibowo. The policy forms
part of Indonesia’s broader strategy to reduce aviation
emissions and advance its biofuel program.

“The regulation for the gradual implementation of SAF
is currently being drafted, with a proposal that it will be
started in 2026 with an initial implementation of 1
percent,” Wibowo said. The target is to increase the
blend to 5 percent by 2035.

State energy firm Pertamina began producing SAF this
year using used cooking oil (UCO) as a feedstock and
plans to convert two more refineries to expand
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production. Estimates from the Indonesia Palm Oil
Strategic Studies think tank suggest the country could
produce 3-4 million kilolitres of UCO annually, enough
to sustain initial blending requirements.

Analysts say Indonesia’s early adoption of SAF will help
its airlines meet international decarbonization
standards while diversifying domestic biofuel demand
beyond diesel. Policymakers are also studying the
establishment of a Used Cooking Oil Fund (UCOF),
modeled after the palm oil biodiesel fund, to finance
SAF production and ensure price competitiveness
against conventional jet fuel.

If implemented, the initiative would make Indonesia
one of the first Southeast Asian nations to mandate
SAF use in commercial aviation. [ICCT] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Prabowo orders acceleration of
oil refinery construction, community-run
oil well licensing

(st) President Prabowo Subianto has ordered the
legalization process of oil refinery construction and
community-run oil well licensing to be accelerated. The
government intends to begin distributing licenses for
community-run oil wells by late November 2025,
allowing region-owned enterprises, cooperatives, and
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) to run
without legal ambiguity.

This is to fulfill Article 33 of the 1945 Constitution,
which rules that the country's “economy be based on
collective efforts, with the state controlling vital
production sectors and natural resources for the
greatest prosperity of the people”. Minister of Energy
and Mineral Resources Bahlil Lahadalia said that each
community-run oil well produces about 2 barrels per
day on average, a “valuable contribution to national
energy security”. Lahadalia stated that oil produced
would be purchased by state-owned oil and gas
company Pertamina or Cooperation Contract
Contractors (K3S) at 80 percent of the Indonesian
Crude Price (ICP).

The order comes after Indonesia’s fuel shortage in
recent months. According to the US Department of
Commerce, Indonesia’s oil production has been
declining by 11 percent each year due to lack of new oil
field exploration while existing oil fields age. [Antara]
[US Department of Commerce]
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Indonesia: Central bank expected to cut
rates again as growth concerns outweigh
rupiah pressure

(ms) Bank Indonesia (Bl) is expected to lower its
benchmark interest rate for the fourth consecutive
meeting on October 22, bringing it down to 4.50
percent, as policymakers prioritize supporting
economic growth over defending the weakening
rupiah, according to a Reuters poll released on
October 20.

Out of 28 economists surveyed between October 13-
20, 21 projected a 25-basis-point reduction, while the
rest anticipated no change from the current 4.75
percent. The central bank has eased policy aggressively
in recent months, with Governor Perry Warjiyo saying
Bl is going “all out” to stimulate growth while
maintaining financial stability.

Although the rupiah has recovered modestly following
currency interventions, it remains roughly 3 percent
weaker this year. Meanwhile, inflation stood at 2.65
percent in September, comfortably within the central
bank’s 1.5-3.5 percent target range.

Economists say Bl's focus has shifted toward propping
up domestic demand, which is showing signs of
slowing after a stronger-than-expected second
quarter. “Vehicle sales have fallen, consumer
confidence has weakened, and export growth has
slowed,” noted Jason Tuvey, deputy chief emerging
markets economist at Capital Economics.

The median forecast shows Bl's key rate ending the
year at 4.25 percent and staying there through 2026,
reflecting the bank’s cautious balancing act between
growth and currency stability. Some analysts, however,
warned that extended monetary easing could raise
concerns about Bl's independence, given recent
burden-sharing arrangements and proposals for
greater parliamentary oversight.

Indonesia’s economy is forecast to expand by around 5
percent annually through 2027 — well below President
Prabowo Subianto’s ambitious 8 percent goal — as
policymakers weigh the risks of further easing against
pressures on the rupiah and long-term inflation.
[Reuters]

Indonesia: USD 825 million recovered
from corruption case, Prabowo orders
funds redirected to scholarships
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(ms) President Prabowo Subianto reaffirmed his
government's anti-corruption stance after formally
receiving IDR 13 trillion (USD 825 million) recovered
from a major crude palm oil (CPO) export corruption
case involving the Wilmar Group, Musim Mas Group,
and Permata Hijau Group.

Speaking at the Attorney General's Office in Jakarta,
Prabowo praised prosecutors for recovering the funds,
describing the case as an example of “economic
subversion” that harmed national interests and public
welfare. He warned that the government would
continue pursuing corporate actors engaged in
corruption, emphasizing that “no one is beyond the
reach of the law.”

The scandal, which dates back to 2022, involved the
illegal issuance of export permits during a temporary
export ban imposed to stabilize domestic cooking oil
prices. The Supreme Court ruled the companies guilty
of corruption, ordering full restitution.

Attorney General ST Burhanuddin confirmed that the
IDR 13 trillion (USD 825 million) recovered was not the
full amount, with around IDR 4 trillion (USD 250
million) still owed. He said companies could settle
through cash payments, land transfers, or other
assets.

President Prabowo later announced plans to channel
part of the recovered funds to the Indonesia
Endowment Fund for Education (LPDP) to expand
scholarship programs and support his administration’s
“People’s School” and “Garuda High School” initiatives.
He said the goal was to ensure talented children from
poor families “receive full scholarships and
opportunities to serve the nation.”

The handover comes as part of Prabowo’s broader
campaign to restore state assets lost to corruption.
Since taking office, his administration has recovered Rp
1.7 trillion (USD 102 million) from other cases, with
further probes underway in the salt, sugar, and steel
industries. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Asia News Network]
[Tempo]

Indonesia: Exports to US and China keep
rising despite escalating trade war

(ms) Indonesia's exports to both the United States and
China have continued to rise even as tensions between
the world'’s two largest economies intensify, Trade
Minister Budi Santoso said on October 15 at the 2025
Trade Expo Indonesia in Tangerang.
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“If we look at the numbers, there's no problem. Our
exports continue to increase,” Santoso said. “Our
highest surplus remains with the United States, and
our exports to China are also growing.” He emphasized
that Indonesia’s focus now is on enhancing product
competitiveness and standardization to sustain
momentum in the global market.

According to data from the Central Statistics Agency
(BPS), between January and August 2025, Indonesia’s
non-oil and gas exports to China reached USD 40.44
billion, up 8.68 percent year-on-year, while exports to
the United States totaled USD 20.6 billion. India
followed as Indonesia’s third-largest export market
with USD 12.59 billion in shipments. The United States
accounted for the largest trade surplus of USD 12.2
billion, followed by India (USD 9.43 billion) and the
Philippines (USD 5.85 billion). Indonesia’s deepest
trade deficits were recorded with China (USD 13.09
billion), Singapore (USD 3.55 billion), and Australia
(USD 3.49 billion).

The trade figures underscore Indonesia’s ability to
maintain export performance amid renewed hostilities
between Washington and Beijing. The latest escalation
began after China imposed restrictions on exports of
rare earth elements and advanced manufacturing
technology in early September, prompting U.S.
President Donald Trump to threaten new tariffs of up
to 100 percent on Chinese goods.

Despite the turbulence, Indonesia appears to be
benefiting from trade diversification, with domestic
exporters leveraging opportunities created by supply
chain realignments. Santoso said Indonesia’s goal is to
ensure its small and medium-sized producers can
meet international standards and tap into new
markets. “We want every product with good quality to
have access to global trade,” he said, underscoring the
government's broader export-oriented growth
strategy. [Antara] [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Government mulls broad VAT
cut, extends property tax incentive to
2027

(gp/ms) Indonesia’s government is pursuing a dual-
track fiscal strategy to boost domestic consumption
and support key industries, combining plans to lower
the national value-added tax (VAT) rate with a decision
to extend housing-related VAT incentives through
2027.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-jyy/

Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa said on
October 14 that the government is studying the
possibility of reducing the general VAT rate to
strengthen consumer purchasing power amid slowing
tax revenues. “We will see if we can lower the VAT to
strengthen people's purchasing power going forward.
But we will study it carefully first,” Purbaya said,
emphasizing the need to monitor the country's tax-to-
GDP ratio, which slipped to 10.08 percent in 2024.

Indonesia’s VAT was raised from 10 to 11 percent in
2022 under the Tax Regulation Harmonization Law,
with a planned increase to 12 percent in 2025—though
that was delayed after public opposition. The
government now faces declining revenue collection,
with VAT receipts down more than 13 percent year-on-
year as of September 2025.

At the same time, the government has chosen to
sustain fiscal support for the property sector,
extending the VAT exemption for homebuyers through
December 2027. Under the scheme, buyers of houses
or apartments valued up to IDR 5 billion (about USD
300,000) qualify for the incentive, with VAT fully borne
by the government for the first IDR 2 billion.

Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga
Hartarto said the extension would “provide certainty
for developers and homebuyers,” marking the first
multi-year commitment of its kind. The incentive is
expected to cover around 40,000 housing units
annually and stimulate the broader construction
supply chain, which contributes significantly to
employment and domestic demand.

Together, the two policies reflect Jakarta's efforts to
balance fiscal discipline with targeted stimulus as
growth moderates and consumption weakens.
Analysts note that while VAT relief may help restore
household spending, it could also widen the state’s
deficit—already at 1.56 percent of GDP as of
September. The government’s challenge will be to
sustain both economic momentum and fiscal
credibility heading into 2026. [Jakarta Globe] [Reuters]
[The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: USD 1.8 billion cash aid
unveiled to boost consumption and
employment

(ms) Indonesia has launched a new IDR 30 trillion (USD
1.8 billion) economic stimulus package aimed at
revitalizing consumer spending and creating jobs, as
President Prabowo Subianto’s administration seeks to
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sustain growth momentum amid social and
employment challenges.

Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga
Hartarto said the government will distribute cash
assistance to 35 million households starting next week,
continuing until year-end. The initiative builds on an
earlier USD 1 billion stimulus package announced in
September that provided food aid, temporary public
works jobs, and a paid internship program. The
government has now expanded the internship scheme
to 100,000 university graduates—up from 20,000—
allocating IDR 1.4 trillion in additional funding,
according to State Secretariat Minister Prasetyo Hadi.

To further spur consumption, the Finance Ministry will
subsidize 6 percent of the 11 percent VAT on economy-
class domestic airfares between December 22 and
January 10, 2026, encouraging travel and spending
during the holiday season.

The announcement comes amid rising public
frustration over income inequality and limited job
opportunities, which sparked protests earlier this year
despite steady 5 percent annual GDP growth.

President Prabowo, who has pledged to raise growth
to 8 percent by 2029, is relying on targeted fiscal
measures and social programs to sustain economic
expansion and ease public discontent, positioning
domestic demand as a key driver of Southeast Asia’s
largest economy. [Business Times] [Channel News
Asia] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Sovereign wealth fund set to
invest in local stock market

(st) Indonesia’s sovereign wealth fund Danantara’s
chief investment officer Pandu Sjahrir said that it
intended to begin to invest in the local stock market
“as soon as possible”. This signals commitment to
deepening the local market, and a shift from passive
reserve holding to active capital deployment. Sjahrir
emphasized the need to increase average daily trading
volumes to bolster Danantara’s long-term investments.
A senior official at the Financial Services Authority (OJK)
Inarno Djajadi said that IDX market capitalization
reached Rp15,230 trillion (over USD 918 billion) as of
Thursday, equivalent to 68.78 percent of Indonesia’s
GDP. [Antara]
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Indonesia: Plan to produce fully domestic
cars by 2028

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto announced on
October 20 that Indonesia will begin producing fully
locally made cars within three years, marking a major
push for industrial independence. Speaking at a
plenary cabinet meeting in Jakarta, he said funds and
land had been allocated for a factory to manufacture
the vehicles, with preparations already under way.

Prabowo cited the success of the Maung tactical
vehicle, produced by state-owned defense firm PT
Pindad, as proof of the country’s capability to design
and build high-quality domestic vehicles. He
encouraged cabinet ministers to use Maung cars for
official duties to promote national products.

The initiative aligns with Prabowo’s broader strategy to
strengthen Indonesia’s manufacturing base and reduce
import dependence. The announcement coincided
with his administration’s first-year anniversary, where
he also highlighted the progress of programs such as
the Free Nutritious Meals (MBG) initiative, which has
reached 36.7 million beneficiaries nationwide. [Antara]

Indonesia: USD 86.5 billion investments so
far this year

(st) Indonesia has received IDR1,434.3 trillion (around
USD 86.5 billion) in investments so far this year as of
September, meeting 75.3 percent of its full-year
investment target, achieving 13.7 percent year year-on-
year (yoy) growth and generating jobs for around 1.9
million people. Domestic investments account for
about 55.1 percent of this year's investments, and
Singapore remains Indonesia’s top foreign investor at
USD 12.6 billion in the past 9 months, followed by
Hong Kong (USD 7.3 billion), China (USD 5.4 billion),
Malaysia (USD 2.7 billion), and Japan (USD 2.3 billion).
[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Government advancing digital
talent training program

(gp) Indonesia's Ministry of Communication and Digital
Affairs is working to foster 9 million digital talents by
2030 by consolidating digital training data from various
sources to optimize the country's digital talent
development programs. On October 17, Deputy
Minister Nezar Patria announced that the ministry
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plans to collect data on digital training conducted by
other government ministries, agencies, global
technology companies, and educational institutions to
provide a clearer picture of the country’s digital talent
distribution, skills gaps, and market demand.

The 9 million digital talents goal marks an increase of 2
million from current figures. To facilitate this goal, the
ministry is coordinating with companies such as
Huawei, Microsoft, Google, and Meta to develop
training methods, materials, and implementation
roadmaps. The tech firms will provide insights on
technology developments and current sector
conditions to inform the ministry's programs. [Antara]
[Tempo]

Indonesia: Military reports killing 14
Papuan separatists in village battle

(gp) The Indonesian military (TNI) has reported killing
14 Papuan separatist fighters during a military
operation in the village of Soanggama on October 15.
According to military officials, TNI soldiers engaged
roughly 30 separatists in a firefight that began early
Wednesday morning and lasted until midday before
the village was secured.

The operation targeted a base used by the West Papua
National Liberation Army's Kodap VIII unit, led by
Undius Kogoya. Military commander Major General
Lucky Avianto stated the group had used the village to
plan repeated attacks against civilians and security
forces. Among those killed were Agus Kogoya, the
unit's operations chief, along with 13 other fighters.
Authorities recovered homemade firearms, air rifles,
ammunition, and other weapons from the site.
[Antara] [Reuters]

However, Papuan separatist spokesperson Sebby
Sambom claimed the military killed 15 people total —
12 civilians and only three separatist members —
calling the killings unlawful. The military has since
defended the legality and necessity of its actions.
Separatist forces have reportedly improved their
weapons capabilities through raids on military
installations and black market acquisitions, which have
increased security challenges for Indonesian
authorities in the region. [The Jakarta Post]

Laos: Government plans to end crypto
mining power supply by early 2026
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(ms) Laos plans to cut off electricity supply to
cryptocurrency miners by the first quarter of 2026,
redirecting power to industries seen as more beneficial
to the economy, Deputy Energy Minister Chanthaboun
Soukaloun told Reuters on November 16. The move
marks a shift in energy priorities for the landlocked
nation, which has attracted crypto miners in recent
years due to its abundant, low-cost hydropower.

The government intends to channel power toward
emerging sectors such as artificial intelligence data
centers, metals refining, and electric vehicle
production. “Crypto doesn't create value compared to
supplying it to industrial or commercial consumers,”
Soukaloun said, adding that mining operations
generate few jobs and limited domestic economic
activity.

At their peak in 2021 and 2022, crypto miners in Laos
consumed around 500 megawatts of electricity,
equivalent to roughly 10 percent of the country's total
power output. That figure has since fallen to about 150
MW as authorities have scaled back supply. Initially
intended as a temporary measure to absorb excess
hydropower, the industry’s expansion raised concerns
about economic efficiency and environmental
management.

"

Laos, often described as the “battery of Southeast Asia
for its hydropower exports, is now prioritizing regional
energy trade and industrial development. The country
is in talks to expand electricity exports to Vietnam and
expects power shipments to Singapore through the
Lao-Thailand-Malaysia-Singapore corridor to resume
soon.

Soukaloun said the government expects to complete
the phaseout of crypto mining power allocations by the
end of the first quarter of 2026, marking the end of a
brief but energy-intensive chapter in Laos's economic
diversification efforts. [Reuters]

Laos: Scholarships and incentives
introduced to strengthen education in
remote areas

(ms) Laos is introducing new incentives and
scholarship programs to expand access to education in
remote areas, linking teaching with military service to
address long-standing teacher shortages.

The government's latest plan provides salary increases,
teaching allowances, and bonuses for rural volunteer
teachers who become military officers, as well as for
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current military personnel who volunteer to teach in
local schools. Both groups will receive professional
teaching allowances, remote-area bonuses, and
opportunities for promotion and professional
development. Military officers who take on teaching
duties will earn 70 percent more than their base salary,
while rural volunteer teachers joining the military will
receive financial and career benefits to ensure stability.
The Ministry of National Defense has announced plans
to recruit 2,000 rural volunteer teachers for this
initiative.

To complement these measures, the government is
launching scholarships for students pursuing teaching
degrees, guaranteeing employment after graduation
and assigning them to schools based on regional
needs. The program aims to ensure a steady flow of
qualified teachers to underserved areas.

Primary school attendance reached 86 percent
nationally in 2023, according to UNICEF, though
significant disparities persist. Attendance in urban
areas was 96 percent, compared to 84 percent in rural
regions. Older data from 2019-2020 showed rural
attendance as low as 70 percent. While national
primary completion rates have improved, rural
communities continue to lag due to poverty, child
labor, and long travel distances to schools.

At the lower secondary level, only around 60 percent of
children aged 11-14 attended school in 2023, with a
stark divide between urban and rural students—62
percent versus just 24 percent. Dropout rates are
especially high in rural areas, where secondary schools
are often far from home. Attendance falls even further
at the upper secondary level, where only 37 percent of
children aged 15-17 are enrolled. Poor, rural, and
ethnic minority girls are particularly vulnerable to
dropping out due to financial hardship, early marriage,
and domestic responsibilities.

By combining recruitment incentives, military
participation, and long-term scholarships, the
government aims to strengthen the teaching
workforce and improve educational access and equity
nationwide. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: 4 percent growth projected for 2025

(ms) Lao authorities have confirmed projections of 4
percent GDP growth for 2025, supported by gains in
tourism, infrastructure, and energy investment,
according to the latest Lao PDR Economic Outlook
Report.
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The report forecasts 3.7 percent growth in agriculture,
3.6 percent in industry, and 4.3 percent in services,
mirroring estimates from the Asian Development Bank
and World Bank, which expect growth between 3.5 and
3.7 percent. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: USD 1 billion allocated for repairing
and expanding countries road
infrastructure

(ms) Authorities in Laos are accelerating major road
development and rehabilitation projects in 2025, with
more than USD 1 billion in combined investments
directed toward improving national and regional
connectivity.

In Vientiane, the transport department said on
October 14 that LAK 20.91 billion (USD 1 million) will be
spent on urgent repairs to routes damaged by
seasonal rains. The largest allocations include Route 13
South and Route 11 North, while additional works will
cover Route 10 and Road 450 leading to Thanaleng
Village. The repairs aim to improve safety and mobility,
with an additional LAK 4.99 billion (USD 238,000)
requested to address further damage. The city has
proposed a broader LAK 279 billion (USD 13.29 million)
infrastructure budget to cover 152 projects in 2025.

Meanwhile, in Savannakhet Province, the government
signed an agreement on October 20 to rehabilitate
National Road No. 9, a 233-kilometer corridor
connecting Kaysone Phomvihane City to the Laos-
Vietnam border. The LAK 3.23 trillion (USD 148.7
million) project will be carried out under a hybrid
model that includes construction and long-term
maintenance, with toll collection from heavy trucks to
sustain upkeep. The route forms part of the ASEAN
Highway network, serving as a key trade link within the
Greater Mekong Subregion.

In a separate development, construction of Section 2
of the Vientiane-Hanoi Expressway officially began
following an agreement signed on October 15 between
the Lao government and three private firms—Namtha
Bridge and Road Construction Group, CK Import-
Export Trading, and 3S Development. The 203.8-
kilometer section, valued at USD 1.9 billion, will
connect Paksan district to the Laos-Vietnam border in
Xaychamphone district, Bolikhamxay, and is scheduled
for completion by 2030.

The project, which complements the completed
Vientiane-Paksan (Section 1) stretch, is expected to
substantially reduce travel time between Vientiane and
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Hanoi, support cross-border trade, and reinforce
Laos's position as a land-linked hub within mainland
Southeast Asia. [The Laotian Times 1] [The Laotian
Times 2] [The Laotian Times 3]

Laos Targets 90 Percent Urban Water
Access by 2030

(ms) Laos is intensifying efforts to expand clean water
access in cities as part of its broader push for
sustainable urban development. The Ministry of Public
Works and Transport (MPWT) announced that under
the 2026-2030 Urban Water Supply and Sanitation
Development Plan, 90 percent of urban residents will
have access to safe, piped water by the end of the
decade.

Minister Leklai Sivilay said on 15 October that the plan
includes expanding water treatment capacity from 200
to 232 plants, increasing daily production to over
883,000 cubic meters. Water loss in major cities is
expected to drop from 35 to 25 percent, while smaller
towns aim to reduce losses from 25 to 15 percent.
Urban wastewater networks will expand from 31 to 50
systems, improving sanitation for half of all urban
households.

These investments come amid rising urbanization,
frequent flooding, and infrastructure gaps that
continue to affect many Lao cities. With only about 82
percent of urban residents currently having access to
clean water and sanitation services, the government's
plan reflects growing urgency to improve resilience
and public health as part of its 2030 sustainable
development agenda. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Bersatu party expels Wan Saiful,
suspends Wan Ahmad Fayhsal for one
term

(ga) The Malaysian United Indigenous Party (Bersatu)
has expelled Tasek Gelugor Member of Parliament
(MP) Wan Saifulruddin and suspended Machang MP
Wan Ahmad Fayhsal's party membership for one term.
The party’'s Disciplinary Board stated that the action
was taken for violating Clause 9.1.4 of the Bersatu
Constitution and the party’'s Code of Ethics and
Conduct.

Bersatu, led by former Malaysian Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin, is a party rooted in Malay and
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Indegenous interests. Currently operating as part of
the opposition, Bersatu remains a significant player
within the Perikatan Nasional (PN) coalition, balancing
leadership and influence among its partners in
coalition politics.

Four division chiefs were also dismissed — Mohd
Azrudin Md Idris (Hang Tuah Jaya), Mohd Faizal Asmar
(Pengerang), Mohd Fadhli Ismail (Ipoh Timur), and
Mohd Isa Mohd Saidi (Ampang).

The board said the decision followed investigations,
and a hearing session held on October 8. It added that
the process was carried out independently and without
bias. [Bernama]

Following the announcement, both Wan Saiful and
Wan Ahmad Fayhsal criticized the disciplinary
proceedings, alleging procedural unfairness and
political motivation. They claimed they were notified
late, received vague charges, and that some board
members had conflicts of interest. Wan Fayhsal
specifically argued that two board members had
personal or professional ties to the party leadership.

Media outlets reported that their cases were linked to
internal party tensions, including alleged moves to
collect statutory declarations showing reduced support
for party president Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin and
disruptions at previous party meetings. Both MPs
maintain that the disciplinary action was not impartial
and have indicated their intention to appeal the
decision. [Malay Mail 1] [Malay Mail 2]

Malaysia: UMNO general assembly
rescheduled to January 2026 due to Sabah
election

(ga) The 2025 UMNO General Assembly, originally
scheduled for November 26-29, has been postponed
to January 14-17, 2026, due to a scheduling conflict
with the 17th Sabah State Election, which will be held
from November 15-29, as announced by the Election
Commission (SPR).

UMNO Secretary-General Asyraf Wajdi Dusuki stated
that the postponement allows the party's leadership
and machinery nationwide to focus on supporting
Barisan Nasional Sabah during the state polls. The
assembly had previously been delayed from its initial
August schedule to late November to accommodate
preparations for the election. [Bernama]
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Malaysia: John Sikie elected new
president of Sarawak Peoples’ Party

(ga) John Sikie Tayai has been elected President of
Sarawak Peoples' Party (PRS) for the 2025-2028 term,
succeeding Joseph Salang Gandum, who did not
defend the post. Sikie, the Kakus assemblyman and
Minister in the Premier's Department, secured 186
votes, defeating Pelagus assemblyman Wilson
Nyabong ljang, who received 154 votes.

PRS is a Sarawak-based regional political party, a
component of the region’s ruling Sarawak Parties
Alliance (GPS) coalition, currently part of the state
government and not in the federal government.

Majang Renggi was elected Deputy President
unopposed, while Sri Aman MP Doris Sophia Brodie
retained her position as PRS Women chief, and Tamin
assemblyman Christopher Gira Sambang was elected
Youth chief. The party's seven vice-presidents now
include Aaron Ago Dagang, Wilson Ugak Kumbong,
Liwan Lagang, Mong Dagang, and Senator Rita Sarimah
Patrick Insol. [Bernamal]

Following his election, Sikie called on PRS members to
maintain unity within the GPS coalition ahead of the
state election and emphasized the importance of
collective support for Premier Abang Johari.

He outlined plans to modernize the party and define
its long-term objectives and roles within the GPS-led
government, incorporating input from the party’'s
supreme council and divisional resolutions. The
announcement and subsequent remarks were made
during the PRS 21st anniversary dinner. [Borneo Post]

Malaysia: Barisan Nasional to announce
Sabah election candidates one week
before nomination

(ga) Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition will announce its
candidates for the 17th Sabah State Election one week
before the nomination day on November 15, with the
total number of contested State Legislative Assembly
(DUN) seats to be revealed at the same time, said BN
Chairman Ahmad Zahid Hamidi.

BN will not contest all 73 contested seats and plans to
focus on selected areas, following its defeat in the
2020 state election.
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Zahid confirmed that BN will not cooperate with the
ruling Gabungan Rakyat Sabah (GRS) coalition but
acknowledged the need for political collaboration with
other parties to form a government, given that no
single party or coalition is expected to secure a
majority.

Zahid further highlighted that Sabah BN has autonomy
within the coalition, reflecting confidence in local
leadership, and emphasized BN's historical role in
defending Sabah's sovereignty. He expressed
readiness for BN to cooperate with other parties to
form a stable state government and pledged that the
coalition will deliver commitments outlined in its
forthcoming manifesto.

The Election Commission has set polling for November
29, with early voting on November 25. [Bernama 1]
[Bernama 2]

Pakatan Harapan to announce Sabah election candidates
in early November

Meanwhile, Malaysia's ruling Pakatan Harapan (PH)
coalition will announce its full list of candidates for the
17th Sabah State Election in early November, with
plans to contest 23 of the 73 state legislative assembly
(DUN) seats, Sabah PKR Leadership Council Chairman
Mustapha Sakmud said.

The candidates will include a mix of experienced
politicians, newcomers, technocrats, former civil
servants, and branch-level leaders, with priority given
to existing party leaders while remaining open to
candidates from outside the party.

Discussions on overlapping seats with Barisan
Nasional (BN) coalition and state ruling Gabungan
Rakyat Sabah (GRS) coalition are nearly finalized.

Mustapha, who will not contest in the election, stated
that PH’'s campaign machinery is prepared to secure
victories and strengthen the party’s representation.

The Election Commission has set November 15 for
nomination, November 25 for early voting, and
November 29 as polling day, following the dissolution
of the Sabah State Legislative Assembly on October 6.
The assembly comprises 79 seats, of which 73 are
elected and six appointed. [Bernama 3] [Bernama 4]

Malaysia: Education Minister launches
nationwide school safety reforms
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(tl) Malaysia's Ministry of Education (MOE) has rolled
out a nationwide reform initiative across more than
10,200 schools to enhance student safety and well-
being, following a series of incidents involving school
violence.

The reform targets five key areas: physical and mental
health, reproductive and social health education, child
protection, teacher welfare, and student voices. State
and district education offices have been tasked with
ensuring swift and practical implementation, with the
progress to be reviewed by every 15 days.

The move comes amid public concern over recent
cases, including the alleged gang rape of a student,
and a recent fatal stabbing at a Petaling Jaya school
which underscored the need for stronger protection
systems at schools, improved teacher accountability,
and better support for victims. [Malay Mail 1]

Moreover, the Youth and Sports Ministry plans to
introduce a mentor-mentee system to address bullying
and promote well-being among children and youths.
Minister Hannah Yeoh said the initiative, proposed
during a roundtable with over 200 experts from
different fields, would pair trained youth leaders and
professionals with students to provide guidance and
emotional support in tackling bullying.

The ministry will submit the roundtable’s
recommendations to the Cabinet within three weeks,
and Yeoh said the findings could assist both the
Education Ministry and Law and Institutional Reform
Minister Azalina Othman Said in shaping anti-bullying
strategies. She added that combating bullying requires
a holistic approach through education, awareness, and
community engagement. [Free Malaysia Today]

Furthermore, Malaysia’'s Education Ministry (MOE)
announced that it will soon release guidelines on
banning smartphone use among students below 16,
following the government’s new safety measures for
schools. The MOE also backed the government's
proposal to set 16 as the minimum age for social
media use, with the Malaysian Communications and
Multimedia Commission tasked to study its
enforcement. The plans include enhancing police
monitoring at schools, strengthening Parent-Teacher
Associations (PTA) and community roles to ensure
safer learning environments. [Malay Mail 2]

Malaysia: New Standard Operating
Procedure to be introduced to resolve
court cases involving minors within a year
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(tl) Minister in the Prime Minister's Department Azalina
Othman Said has announced that a new Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) will be implemented to
ensure all court cases involving minors are concluded
within one year. The SOP will be officially launched on
October 24 at the Palace of Justice to improve the
judicial process for children and reduce delays that
may discourage child witnesses from testifying in
adulthood.

The initiative includes measures such as specialist
evidence-taking vans to simplify recording testimonies
from underage witnesses.

Azalina also linked the SOP to ongoing discussions on a
proposed smartphone ban for students under 16,
which aims to protect children from online risks,
complementing existing laws like the Online Safety Act.
[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Crime rate increases in 2024,
driven by property and assault offenses

(tl) According to the Department of Statistics Malaysia
(DOSM), Malaysia's overall crime rate increased by 11.1
percent in 2024, with 58,255 cases recorded compared
to 52,444 the previous year. The surge was mainly
attributed to property crimes, which jumped 12.4
percent to 47,188 cases, and assault crimes, which
rose 5.9 percent to 11,067 cases.

Despite those, intentional homicides declined 9.5
percent to 237 cases, while kidnappings fell slightly to
17 incidents, most involving children. Robberies
decreased by 6.8 percent, and house break-ins saw a
minor drop of 1.8 percent.

However, drug-related offenses continued to climb, up
10.6 percent to 81,090 cases, with possession cases
surging 12.7 percent. Bribery arrests also rose 24.6
percent, with a sharper increase in those giving bribes
(51.2 percent) than those accepting them (20.3
percent).

Economic crimes grew 19.1 percent, mainly involving
fuel and cooking oil misappropriation, while workplace
safety violations recorded the steepest rise of 71.1
percent higher than in 2023, mostly in the
manufacturing and construction sectors.

The number of convicted prisoners also expanded by
28.4 percent to 128,916, with men comprising over 90
percent of inmates. [Malay Mail]
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Malaysia: Prime minister rules out the
introduction of Goods and Services Tax
(GST)

(tl) Malaysian Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Anwar Ibrahim said that Malaysia is not prepared to
introduce the Goods and Services Tax (GST) due to
income disparities, systemic leakages and corruption.

Speaking at the Finance Ministry's monthly assembly,
he acknowledged GST's efficiency but maintained that
it would be unfair to impose it when many Malaysians
still struggle with low wages and are in poverty.

Anwar highlighted that the government must balance
debts, and fiscal deficits, noting that cutting all new
borrowings could disrupt the cash aid programs. He
stated that the government managed to reduce annual
debt from USD 21 billion (MYR 100 billion) in 2022 to
USD 16.2 billion (MYR 77 billion) in 2024 and narrowing
the fiscal deficit to 3.8 percent from 5.6 percent.

His comments followed warnings from former
economy minister Rafizi Ramli that Malaysia’s national
debt is approaching its 65 percent GDP ceiling. [Malay.
Mail]

Malaysia: Defense ministry to boost Sabah
security

(ga) The defense ministry will enhance Malaysia's
security and sovereignty in Sabah through a five-year
“future force” plan beginning next year, according to
Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin. The plan
includes increasing each of the two brigades in Sabah
from three to four battalions, transferring two
battalions from Peninsular Malaysia, and establishing a
155mm artillery regiment to replace the existing
105mm regiment.

Four coastal radar systems will also be added in the
Ops Pasir area, including Lahad Datu. The ministry is
upgrading the Tun Sharifah Rodziah Naval Base in
Semporna to a mobile facility and acquiring additional
ships and aircraft. High-technology tools, including
drones with artificial intelligence (Al), will be deployed
to support military operations across the four Ops
Pasir sectors, which cover extensive areas.

Mohamed Khaled noted that these security measures
contribute to Sabah’s economic stability, citing that
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approximately 1.7 million tourists visited the state this
year, and that the presence of Ops Pasir helps
maintain safe and controlled conditions, reducing
smuggling and other security risks. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Anti-corruption commission to
adopt Danish, Norwegian anti-corruption
education models

(tl) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC)
plans to adopt anti-corruption education models from
Denmark and Norway to strengthen integrity
awareness among youth at the grassroots level.

MACC community education director Ahmad Nizam
Ismail said the initiative aims to instill moral values and
integrity from an early age, mirroring Denmark and
Norway's success in achieving high Corruption
Perception Index (CPI) rankings. He emphasized that
the effort focuses on character development rather
than merely learning corruption laws.

Nizam added that the long-term goal is to make
Malaysia one of the world's top 25 countries in the CPI
by fostering honesty and ethical behavior among the
younger generation, viewing them as vital assets in
nation building. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Election commission sets
official election campaign period

(su) The Union Election Commission (UEC) has
announced that the official campaign period for
Myanmar's upcoming general election will run from
October 28 to December 26, ahead of the first phase of
polling scheduled for December 28. [Eleven Media
Group]

Myanmar: Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing
begins campaigning for military’s proxy
party

(anl) Junta boss Min Aung Hlaing has begun what critics
as campaigning for the military’s proxy party—the
Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)—
urging voters to back “security-minded” candidates as
his regime pushes ahead with the general election in
December. On October 18, Min Aung Hlaing traveled to
the Coco Islands, a Yangon Region constituency long
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dominated by retired military officers, where he told
local officers and their families to cast their ballots only
for candidates who prioritize national defense. The
constituency has fewer than 1,000 residents, most of
them military families and government staff, making it
a reliable base for the USDP.

His remarks came as reports circulated that junta
Prime Minister Nyo Saw, a Min Aung Hlaing loyalist and
former lieutenant general, would contest the
December election in Cocokyun Township, which
comprises the Coco Islands. Nyo Saw, a graduate of
the Defense Services Academy's 23rd intake, is also
chairman of military-owned conglomerate Myanmar
Economic Holdings Ltd. and an advisor to Min Aung
Hlaing.

Min Aung Hlaing also visited Pathein, the Ayeyarwady
Region capital, where he repeated his call for voters to
choose candidates with a “security outlook.”

The official campaign period will run from October 28
to December 26. Over 5,000 candidates have
registered for the voting, and the USDP will field the
largest number of candidates, followed by the National
Unity Party and Thet Thet Khine's People’s Pioneer
Party.

Analysts noted that his appeals amount to direct
campaigning for the USDP, which is expected to
dominate the upcoming polls in the absence of the
National League Democracy (NLD) and other parties
that have been dissolved. The junta has deployed
senior officers, including lieutenant generals, to
contest on the USDP ticket.

The Coco Islands have historically been a stronghold
for ex-military candidates running under the Union
Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) banner.
These have included former navy commander U Aye
Pe, who contested in 2010; ex-navy chief Thura Thet
Swe in 2015; and former deputy defense minister ex-
Major General Aung Thaw—a DSA classmate of Min
Aung Hlaing—in 2020. [The Irrawaddy 1]

Junta-aligned parties step up online campaigns ahead of
election

Meanwhile, regime-aligned political parties are also
intensifying their online elctoral activities, using
Facebook and TikTok to promote themselves while
attacking the ousted government and resistance
forces.

Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
chairman Khin Yi, a former police chief and long-time
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junta loyalist, has become one of the most active
figures online. Since early September, he has been
posting three to four short video clips daily on
Facebook and TikTok, featuring pre-arranged Q&A
sessions and party updates to project the USDP's
message.

Tech analysts note that many of the accounts
interacting with Khin Yi's content were newly created
last month, indicating a coordinated digital campaign.
Other prominent USDP figures—including former MP
Hla Swe (“Bullet”) and veteran politician Maung Myint,
have also stepped-up online attacks on the National
League for Democracy (NLD) and the anti-junta
movement.

Former Lieutenant General Thet Pon, now a USDP
candidate in Magwe Region, has joined the online
push, sharing personal stories and political messages.
Sanctioned by the European Union in 2022, he played
a leading role in the violent suppression of protests
following the 2021 coup.

People’'s Pioneer Party (PPP) chairwoman Thet Thet
Khine, a former NLD lawmaker turned junta minister,
has also expanded her digital reach. She frequently
appears in pro-military media interviews and weekly
Q&A sessions, sometimes posting up to 17 times a day.
Her posts combine political messages with personal
content to boost engagement.

By contrast, smaller parties such as Ko Ko Gyi's
People’s Party, the National Unity Party, and the Shan
and Nationalities Democratic Party remain largely
inactive online, focusing mainly on local office
openings. [The Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Restoration Council of Shan
State calls for renewed dialogue to realize
federal democratic union

(anl) The Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS)—the
political organization representing the Shan ethnic
group in Shan State—has called on all parties to
resume negotiations aimed at building a Federal
Democratic Union, reaffirming that this remains the
central objective of the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA).

In a statement released on October 16, the RCSS noted
that the country's peace process has been effectively
stalled since the 2021 military coup, which derailed
political dialogue and undermined commitments made
under the NCA. The group cited the erosion of mutual
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trust, unfulfilled promises, and the military’s insistence
on preserving the 2008 Constitution as key obstacles
to advancing the peace of accord.

The RCSS urged both the Military Commission and
ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) to rebuild trust and
engage in substantive dialogue grounded in federal
principles, asserting that negotiation remains the only
viable path toward national reconciliation and stability.

The statement follows a October 13 declaration by six
NCA signatories—the All-Burma Students’ Democratic
Front (ABSDF), Chin National Front (CNF), Karen
National Union (KNU), New Mon State Party (NMSP-
AD), Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO), and
Lahu Democratic Union (LDU)—which labeled the
agreement “suspended” and effectively a “scrap of
paper,” citing the coup and continuing junta offensives.

RCSS leader General Yawd Serk did not attend the 10th
anniversary ceremony of the NCA in Naypyidaw,
delegating representatives to participate on behalf of
the organization. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Peace committee chair says Wa
statehood demands must follow
constitutional process

(su) Lieutenant General Yar Pyae, Chairman of the
National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation
Committee (NSPNC)—the government-appointed body
in Myanmar responsible for leading peace negotiations
with various ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) and
political parties—stated that if the United Wa State
Army (UWSA) seeks recognition of a “Wa State,” it must
pursue the demand through parliament in accordance
with the 2008 Constitution. His comments were made
on October 17 at the closing ceremony of the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) 10th
anniversary celebrations in Nay Pyi Taw.

Yar Pyae said the UWSA and the Mongla-based
National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) had
expressed their desire for statehood during
discussions but were informed that constitutional
procedures must be followed. He added that despite
initial understanding during talks, the Wa leadership
later disagreed with the proposal. The general
emphasized that elections have never been held in Wa
areas under the current constitution, and participation
in the parliamentary process is a prerequisite for
formal recognition.
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He reiterated that the NCA remains the framework for
dialogue with ethnic armed organizations, noting that
ten groups have signed the agreement while others
remain outside it. Yar Pyae called for renewed political,
social, and economic dialogue to sustain the ceasefire
and stated that any future government has a
constitutional obligation to implement the NCA as
approved by the Union Parliament. [Eleven Media
Group]

Myanmar: Funding shortages threaten
education for displaced children in
Rakhine State

(su) Free schools in Rakhine State serving children
displaced by conflict are facing severe funding
shortages, raising the risk of closures, according to the
Tan Khoe Saya Htun Free Education Centre.

The center announced on September 8 that it may be
forced to close three schools in Ann Township and two
in Kyauktaw Township within a month if donations do
not increase. Monthly operating costs exceed MMK
200 million (approximately USD 95,200), but current
donations have fallen short, forcing the organization to
rely on loans to sustain operations.

The center operates 13 schools across five townships
under Arakan Army control, providing free education
to around 2,900 students from kindergarten to Grade
8. The five schools now at risk of closure serve 1,067
students.

A public relations officer said that other education
initiatives in the region face similar financial strain,
describing the situation as “considerable difficulties”
across the sector. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta troops accused of
burning 60 houses in southern Shan State

(anl) The Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) has
reported that junta troops burned down at least 60
houses and 90 granaries, worth an estimated MKK 150
million (USD 71.400), during a series of raids in
Ywangan Township, southern Shan State, between late
August and the end of September.

According to the SHRF, around 80 soldiers from the
Military Commission entered Kyauk Taw village in the
last week of August, looting property, slaughtering
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livestock such as cows and buffaloes, and then setting
fire to the village, destroying 27 houses. The troops
later returned to the area and burned the village again,
razing an additional 23 homes and 90 granaries.

The SHRF stated that around 500 junta troops from the
Kalaw-based Light Infantry Division (LID) 55 and the
Meiktila-based LID 99 began military operations in
villages along the Ywangan-Meiktila border in late July,
engaging in clashes with People’s Defense Force (PDF)
units until mid-August.

The group noted that junta forces are currently
stationed in Kyauk Taw and Nyaung Pin Thar villages,
while nearly 500 displaced civilians remain in nearby
forests. [Mizzimal]

Myanmar: Central bank steps up foreign
exchange interventions to stabilize kyat

(anl) The Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) continued its
heavy intervention in the foreign exchange market
throughout October 2025, injecting more than USD 1.2
million and additional foreign currency into the import
sector to curb volatility and sustain the supply of
essential goods, according to state media The Global
New Light of Myanmar (GNLM).

On October 16, the CBM reportedly sold USD 893,300
to edible oil importers and USD 396,500 to fuel oil
importers, demonstrating its ongoing attempt to ease
pressure on critical imports. A day earlier, the bank
disbursed over USD 1.19 million, sourced from Cut,
Make, and Pack (CMP) garment enterprises, to edible
oil companies.

These measures followed an October 14
announcement that the central bank would inject USD
27 million into the fuel sector, part of broader efforts
to stabilize the kyat and counter persistent foreign
exchange market instability. Earlier in the month, the
CBM had already provided USD 1.8 million to edible oil
importers on October 13 and USD 2.26 million on
October 10, marking a consistent pattern of sizable
interventions.

The central bank’s strategy aims to stabilize the
national currency, ensure sufficient foreign currency
reserves for essential imports, and counter speculative
market behavior. In a directive issued in March 2024,
the CBM reaffirmed its coordination with law
enforcement to prosecute market manipulators and
maintain online foreign exchange trading based on
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market supply and demand—a policy first introduced
on 5 December 2023.[Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta airstrikes on schools in
Chin State Kkill six students

(su) The military conducted two airstrikes on schools in
Chin State within five days, killing at least six students
and injuring more than 40 others, according to local
administrative bodies and resistance forces.

The first strike occurred on October 8, targeting
schools in Wamathoo and Htin Chaung villages of
Mindat Township. The second, on October 13, struck a
school in Van Har village, Hakha Township.

During the October 13 raid, three bombs were
dropped; one exploded near a pond west of the
school, killing two children and critically injuring more
than 20 others. Two school buildings were destroyed.
Local sources reported no nearby clashes at the time,
with Van Har located about 25 miles from Hakha, the
state capital. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Arakan Army surrounds
strategic Nat Ye Kan base, cuts supply
routes

(su) The Arakan Army (AA) and allied forces have nearly
encircled the junta’s strategic Nat Ye Kan mountain
base in Ngape Township, Magway Region, cutting off
all communication and supply routes along the Ann-
Padan road, according to military sources.

The base is a key stronghold for launching offensives
toward the Padan front from the Rakhine Mountain
Range. Following the AA's seizure of Fighter Hill and the
Goke Gyi outpost in early October, the junta’s primary
supply lines have been severed. Troops stationed at
Nat Ye Kan are reportedly running short on food and
ammunition, relying solely on airdrops for resupply.

Local sources said the AA is close to full control of the
base, though fighting remains ongoing, with junta
forces deploying airstrikes to hold their positions. Nat
Ye Kan serves as the largest defense outpost in the
Rakhine Mountain Range and is critical for protecting
Ka Pa Sa 14, a major military production plant.

Military observers noted that if the AA captures the
base, it could significantly weaken junta operations
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between Padan and Ann, disrupt artillery command
structures, and affect munition production. The AA has
already taken several surrounding positions and now
controls 15 towns across Rakhine State, including the
Western Regional Military Command headquarters.
[Mizzimal]

Myanmar: Military regains control of
Hsipaw, key Shan State Town

(anl) On October 17, the military regime recaptured
Hsipaw, a key town on the strategic Myanmar-China
trade route in northern Shan State, from the Ta'ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA).

On that day, regime-backed Telegram channels
claimed full control of the town, posting photos of
junta troops posing in various locations around
Hsipaw. The channels also reported ongoing clearance
operations to secure the area.

An official from the Ta'ang Land Council, which governs
territories under the Palaung State Liberation
Front/TNLA, confirmed the junta’s entry into the town.
The TNLA stated that clashes were continuing on the
outskirts after TNLA troops withdrew.

The TNLA and its allies seized Hsipaw in August last
year, during phase two of Operation 1027, an ongoing
military offensive launched by the Brotherhood
Alliance—comprising the TNLA, Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), and Arakan Army
(AA)—against the junta.

Hsipaw lies between Kyaukme and Lashio, the capital
of northern Shan State. The MNDAA captured Lashio in
mid-2024 but returned it to junta control in April 2025
under Chinese pressure.

Hsipaw is the third town the regime has retaken from
the TNLA in northern Shan this year, following
Nawnghkio on July 15 and Kyaukme on October 2.

Reclaiming Hsipaw restores junta control over the
Nawnghkio-Kyaukme-Hsipaw-Lashio section of the
Mandalay-Muse highway, a crucial trade corridor with
China. However, the regime’s access to Lashio remains
limited, as the MNDAA still holds rural parts of Lashio
Township, including sections of the trade route
connecting Lashio and Hsipaw. [The Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar: Junta forces inspect Zero Gate
Border crossing in Myawaddy

(anl) On October 19, Karen armed groups reported
that junta forces inspected the Zero Gate border
crossing, operated by the Karen People’s Militia, on the
bank of the Thaungyin River in Myawaddy Township,
Karen State. The inspection focused on individuals
crossing the river and goods being transported
between Myanmar and Thailand.

A source close to the Border Guard Force/Karen
National Army (BGF/KNA) stated that the inspection
followed a recent leadership change and aimed to
verify the movement of goods across the river. The
source added that if they found anything incompatible
with the military commission, they would seize it and
arrest any PDF [People’s Defence Force] members
crossing.

Residents dismissed social media reports claiming that
junta forces had inspected casinos and scam centers,
calling them inaccurate.

The Zero Gate functions as a major transport point for
auctioned vehicles, construction materials, and
second-hand goods imported from Thailand. Building
housing casinos and online scam operations, such as
Jack Dragon Knight, Suncity, and Royal One, are located
nearby and are reportedly owned by Brigadier General
Saw Moe Tho, commander of BGF/KNA Battalion 4.

The Karen People's Militia, which administers the Zero
Gate, was originally formed under General Ne Win's
government before 1988. There are more than 20
border crossings along the Thaungyin River in
Myawaddy Township, operated by the BGF/KNA, the
Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), the
KNU/KNLA-Peace Council, and other militia groups.
[Mizzimal]

Myanmar: Junta claims raid on internet
scam hub following AFP investigation

(anl) The military regime has announced that it had
raided one of the country's largest internet scam
centers and seized multiple Starlink satellite devices,
following an AFP investigation that exposed the
growing use of the service in Southeast Asia’s billion-
dollar cyber scam industry.

According to the state-run Global New Light of
Myanmar, military forces conducted operations in KK
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Park near the Myanmar-Thai border, seizing 30
Starlink receivers and related equipment. The
newspaper stated that junta troops occupied around
200 buildings and discovered nearly 2,200 workers at
the site.

AFP's earlier investigation revealed a surge in new
construction at scam compounds and the installation
of Starlink terminals on building rooftops. Starlink,
owned by Elon Musk’s SpaceX, has not been licensed
to operate in Myanmar and did not appear among the
country’s internet providers before February's
crackdown. However, it became Myanmar's top-ranked
network by traffic from July 3 to October 1, according
to the Asia Pacific Network Information Centre (APNIC).

Satellite imagery also showed the rapid expansion of
office and dormitory blocks at more than two dozen
scam centers along the Moei River, which separates
Myanmar and Thailand.

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) estimated that Southeast Asian cyber scam
operations defrauded victims across the region of
US$37 billion in 2023. While Myanmar, embroiled in
civil conflict since the 2021 coup, has become the
epicenter of such criminal networks, similar operations
have proliferated in neighboring countries.

On the same day, South Korean police issued arrest
warrants for 45 suspects recently deported from
Cambodia over alleged involvement in cyber scam
activities, underscoring the regional scale of the
problem. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Tatmadaw retakes Lay Kay
Kaw and KK Park from KNU and PDF
forces

(su) The military has regained control of Shwe Khin
Thar and Swel Taw Kone camps in the Lay Kay Kaw
area, which had been under the control of the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied People's
Defense Forces (PDF), according to official reports.

Military columns launched renewed offensives in mid-
October, recapturing Shwe Khin Thar Camp on
October 17 and Point-1078 Swel Taw Kone Camp on
October 18. Strategic areas along the border were
reported to be back under government control, with
clearance operations continuing in the surrounding
zone.
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During the operation, troops also entered and secured
KK Park, a site near the Myanmar-Thailand border long
associated with illegal online activities. The military
said it recovered 10 bodies, 16 assorted weapons, and
communication materials, including 30 Starlink satellite
units allegedly used for unlawful operations.

Inside the complex, authorities found 2,198 people,
including 1,645 male workers, 455 female workers, and
98 male security guards. Officials said there were no
legal documents concerning land ownership,
construction, or operating licenses for the hotel and
tourism-related buildings in the area. Further legal
action has been initiated under existing laws and
procedures.

The Tatmadaw accused the KNLA and PDF of
attempting to undermine the government’s
administrative mechanism in Myawaddy Township and
to establish an autonomous “Kawthoolei State.”
According to the military, the groups received foreign
funding and revenue from illegal cross-border
businesses, including narcotics trafficking, to train and
arm insurgents. [Eleven Media Group]

Myanmar: Junta reinforces frontline
around Sittwe as Arakan Army gains
ground

(anl) The military regime has reinforced its frontline
positions outside Sittwe, the Rakhine State capital, and
is fortifying areas along the Sittwe-Ponnagyun road,
which is controlled by the Arakan Army (AA), according
to local sources.

Residents reported that junta troops repaired a key
bridge they destroyed early last year and pushed into
Ponnagyun Township, building large bunkers as they
advanced. A local source added that the military has
deployed drones and artillery constantly, forcing the
AA to pull back slightly.

Daily artillery exchanges and sporadic clashes have
been reported over the past month, with civilian
casualties after shells hit villages in Ponnagyun and
Pauktaw. a Pauktaw resident said that there is not a
single day without artillery fire.

Inside Sittwe, junta troops and members of the Arakan
Liberation Party (ALP) led by Saw Mra Razar Lin have
conducted house-to-house searches and arrests. In
mid-2024, the regime forcibly relocated residents from
about 20 villages outside Sittwe to inside the town,
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effectively creating a “human shield” around its bases
and causing food shortages.

Locals stated that the military destroyed the bridge
earlier to prevent AA attacks but has now rebuilt it and
expanded fortifications to defend Sittwe. The junta has
lost 14 of 17 Rakhine townships to the AA and now
holds only Sittwe, Kyaukphyu, and Manaung.

Sittwe remains the seat of the junta’s administration,
hosting state offices, the Western Command, and
more than a dozen battalions, including navy and
artillery units. The Arakan Army, which controls most
of Rakhine and Paletwa in Chin State, has declared its
goal of taking full control of the state. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: TNLA destroys key bridge to
block junta advance in northern Shan
State

(su) The Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has
destroyed the Moe Tay Bridge across the Myitnge
(Dokhtawaddy) River along the Hsipaw-Namtu road in
northern Shan State to prevent a junta military
advance following the Tatmadaw's recapture of Hsipaw
on October 17, local sources reported.

The explosion, which took place on October 18, cut off
one of the two main routes to Namtu, a TNLA-held
town about 40 miles from Hsipaw and 20 miles from
Lashio. Residents said the destruction was aimed at
obstructing junta troop movements toward Namtu and
nearby areas. [Eleven Media Group]

Philippines: Corruption probe nears
charges as President Marcos unveils new
jail for officials

(ghd/ms) The multi-agency investigation into the
alleged flood control corruption scandal is reportedly
moving closer to prosecution, with the Office of the
Ombudsman beginning to evaluate case files and the
Department of Justice (DOJ) preparing additional
evidence for potential charges. As the legal net widens,
with more lookout orders and asset freezes confirmed,
public outrage continues to fuel weekly protests calling
for accountability.

The Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICl)
has shifted its focus to asset recovery, emphasizing
that “justice is not enough, we need restitution.”
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According to ICl officials, the commission has been
coordinating with several government agencies to
trace and recover funds allegedly misused in public
works projects. The ICl is seeking the forfeiture of
approximately USD 86 million in assets across
thousands of frozen bank accounts linked to the
probe. The DOJ has also issued 16 more Immigration
Lookout Bulletin Orders upon the ICl's request,
covering more individuals under investigation.

The Marcos administration on October 20 unveiled a
newly built detention facility in Metro Manila designed
to hold up to 800 individuals accused in the flood
control corruption scandal. Interior Secretary Jonvic
Remulla said the jail, comprising 80 standard cells with
bunk beds and shared facilities, will house lawmakers,
public works officials, and contractors who could face
trial before the Sandiganbayan anti-graft court. He
stressed that no “VIP treatment” would be allowed,
asserting that “the same rules of the jail will apply to
the rich and poor.” Remulla estimated that around 200
people, including current and former members of
Congress, may eventually be indicted. The move
follows widespread protests and public anger over
revelations that billions of pesos were allegedly
siphoned from 9,855 flood control projects since 2022,
with officials pledging that the new facility would
ensure equal accountability and end perceptions of
impunity for high-profile offenders. [Associated Press]

Meanwhile, contractor couple Curlee and Sarah
Discaya have informed the ICl that they will no longer
cooperate with the inquiry. Former House Speaker
Martin Romualdez, who was earlier scheduled to
appear before the ICl on October 22, has reportedly
requested a postponement due to a medical
procedure. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Inquirer3]
[Inquirer4] [Inquirer5] [Manila Bulletin1]

The Office of the Ombudsman has received the first
batch of documents from the DOJ and is preparing for
a preliminary investigation into officials allegedly linked
to the infrastructure fund misuse. Ombudsman
Remulla has said that his office is verifying financial
records and paper trails identified by investigators.

Meanwhile, Public Works Secretary Dizon told
reporters that he expects the first set of formal
charges, potentially involving the Discayas, to be filed
before the Sandiganbayan, the anti-graft court, once
the Ombudsman'’s review is complete. [Inquirer6]
[Inquirer7] [Manila Bulletin2]

The Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC) confirmed
that it has frozen assets worth about USD 86.2 million
in connection with the investigation. The Department
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of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) has also begun
enforcing performance bond claims on irregular
projects to recover part of the public funds. Separately,
DPWH Undersecretary Perez has resigned amid
reports linking him to questionable contractors,
though he has not been formally charged. The
Commission on Elections (COMELEC) stated that it is
reviewing political contributions from several
construction firms named in the ICl probe, some of
which allegedly made donations to 2025 election
candidates. [Inquirer8] [Inquirer9] [Inquirer10] [Manila
Bulletin3]

The legal troubles of the individuals implicated in the
scandal also continued. A trial court denied contractor
Curlee Discaya’s petition for habeas corpus, affirming
the Senate’s authority to detain him for contempt.
Senator Escudero, who is under a lookout order, has
filed a formal response to the COMELEC regarding a
controversial USD 516 thousand campaign donation
from a government contractor, maintaining that it
complied with election laws. Meanwhile, the ICl and
DPWH have both announced that they are examining
possible links between the Discayas and CLTG Builders,
a company owned by the family of Senator Go. The
senator has publicly denied any personal or business
connection with the Discayas. [Inquirer11] [Inquirer12]
[Manila Bulletin4] [Manila Bulletin5]

Public anger over the scandal continues to manifest in
organized weekly demonstrations. The “White Ribbon
Friday” protests, which call for truth and justice, have
drawn youth groups and students in recent weeks,
with rallies held in Metro Manila and other cities.
Organizers say the movement will continue until those
involved are held accountable. [Inquirer13]
[Inquirer14]

Philippines: Ex-President’s fitness for trial
under scrutiny as ICC prosecutor is
disqualified

(ghd) Following motions from former President
Duterte's defense team citing health concerns, the
ICC's Pre-Trial Chamber has directed that three
independent medical experts, a forensic psychiatrist, a
neuropsychologist, and a geriatric and behavioral
neurology specialist, evaluate the 80-year-old’s physical
and mental condition to determine his fitness to stand
trial. Duterte is facing charges of crimes against
humanity in connection with his deadly “war on drugs”
during his tenure as both mayor and president.
Specifically, it is alleged that Duterte is responsible for
widespread and systematic extrajudicial killings of
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thousands of individuals suspected of being involved in
the drug trade.

According to the Chamber’s October 16 decision, the
experts will examine Duterte and submit a report on
whether he is capable of understanding and
participating meaningfully in the confirmation of
charges hearing and other trial processes. The court
will then decide whether adjustments or delays to the
proceedings are warranted based on his condition.
[Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin1]

If the experts conclude that Duterte is unfit to stand
trial, the proceedings will not be dismissed. Legal
analysts explain that the ICC would likely suspend or
postpone hearings until he is deemed fit to participate,
with his detention and charges remaining in place.
[Manila Bulletin2]

In a separate decision dated October 2, and made
public mid-October, the ICC Appeals Chamber
disqualified Chief Prosecutor Khan from the Duterte
case, citing a potential appearance of bias. The ruling
noted that before his appointment as ICC Prosecutor,
Khan had previously represented certain victims and
stakeholders in communications related to the
Philippine “war on drugs,” creating a perceived conflict
of interest.

The Office of the Prosecutor stated that Khan's
disqualification will not hinder the case, as it is handled
by a dedicated team now under the supervision of a
Deputy Prosecutor. [Inquirer3] [Manila Bulletin3]
[Manila Bulletin4]

Philippines: Trust in president, Vice
President fall amidst corruption scandal

(ghd) The Philippines' top two leaders, President
Marcos and Vice President Sara Duterte, have both
suffered significant drops in their public approval and
trust ratings, according to two separate polls
conducted in September, mere days after massive
protests were held on September 21. These protests,
which have since become a weekly event, erupted in
response to the sprawling scandal involving alleged
ghost projects and kickbacks in government
infrastructure contracts.

A new Pulse Asia survey, conducted from September
16 to 22, showed Marcos's approval rating declined
from 42 percent in June to 33 percent. His disapproval
rating went up from 39 to 44 percent. Results also
showed that Marcos failed to obtain majority approval
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in any geographic or socioeconomic subgroup.
Duterte's approval rating also dropped by 4 points
from June, with 55 percent of respondents approving
of her work in September. Duterte managed to
maintain a majority approval score nationwide.

These findings mirror the results of an earlier Social
Weather Stations survey conducted from September
22 to 25. Marcos's trust rating fell to 43 percent from
48 percent in June 2025. Duterte’s trust rating is 53
percent, down from 61 percent in June. While this
rating is still considered "very good," it represents a
substantial erosion of public trust in a short period.
[Bloomberg] [Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin1] [Manila
Bulletin2] [Straits Times]

Philippines: Government opens officials’
wealth declarations, livestreams budget
talks to bolster transparency

(ghd/ms) The Philippine government has announced a
series of landmark transparency measures aimed at
restoring public trust and reinforcing accountability
across branches of government.

In one major development, newly appointed
Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla has lifted the
restrictive rules on public access to the Statements of
Assets, Liabilities, and Net Worth (SALNs) of
government officials, reversing a policy imposed during
former president Rodrigo Duterte’s term. The move
restores a key instrument for public oversight that had
long been limited to internal review and selective
release.

Remulla also urged the judiciary and Congress to
adopt similar transparency measures, emphasizing
that access to SALNSs is a shared responsibility among
co-equal branches. In response, House Speaker Martin
Dy expressed support for greater openness, saying the
House is willing to establish clear and uniform rules
governing the release of lawmakers’ SALNs.

However, Vice President Sara Duterte downplayed the
significance of the reform, asserting that SALNs could
already be accessed under previous rules—an
interpretation that transparency advocates and media
groups dispute, citing years of bureaucratic
obstruction and denial of public requests.

Complementing the Ombudsman’s initiative, President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered that all sessions of
the bicameral conference committee tasked with
reconciling the 2026 national budget be livestreamed
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to the public. The decision, made in consultation with
Senate President Vicente Sotto and House Speaker Dy,
follows widespread outrage over corruption allegations
involving infrastructure funds.

Marcos also announced the abolition of the “small
committee,” a subgroup that had previously finalized
last-minute budget amendments in private. All
revisions will now be debated in open sessions, with
the livestream enabling citizens to monitor proposals
and identify any questionable insertions.

The House of Representatives has likewise published
the full text of the proposed 2026 budget on its
website, marking a further step toward transparency in
fiscal governance.

Together, these reforms signal a coordinated
government effort to strengthen accountability and
rebuild public confidence in the country’s democratic
institutions. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Inquirer3] [Manila
Bulletin1] [Manila Bulletin2]

Philippines: Vice President justifies use of
funds after House budget cuts

(ghd) Vice President and former education secretary
Duterte claimed that the Department of Education's
(DepEd) confidential funds were used to investigate
alleged corruption within the agency. According to
Duterte, the many reports of corruption in DepEd
prompted her to start her own investigations.
However, she failed to provide specific details of either
the subjects or results of these alleged investigations.
[Inquirer1]

Duterte's statement is a direct response to the public
and legislative scrutiny over her offices' use of
confidential funds, which recently culminated in the
House of Representatives slashing the proposed
confidential funds for the Office of the Vice President
(OVP) in the 2026 national budget. Duterte’'s misuse of
both the OVP's and DepEd'’s confidential funds also
served as the basis for the impeachment complaint
filed against her in December 2024. Even though the
impeachment complaint was approved by the House
of Representatives in February 2025, the Senate failed
to convene before its recess. On July 25, the Supreme
Court held that the impeachment complaint was
unconstitutional. [Inquirer2] [Rappler]
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Philippines: Supreme Court acts on
petition addressing flood issues

(ghd) The Supreme Court has ordered President
Marcos, along with numerous national government
agencies, local government units, and private
contractors, to respond to a petition seeking a “writ of
kalikasan” (writ of nature) over the country's perennial
and devastating flood problems.

A “writ of kalikasan” is a legal remedy that protects a
citizen's constitutional right to a balanced and
healthful ecology. The petition essentially asks the
court to hold the government and its contractors
accountable for the widespread environmental
damage and the suffering of communities affected by
severe flooding, which is allegedly exacerbated by
substandard, incomplete, or non-existent
infrastructure projects at the center of the ongoing
graft investigation. Specifically, petitioners aim to
compel the government to conduct an environmental
clean-up and to prepare a national master plan for
flood control.

The Supreme Court's action signals a significant legal
development in the broader flood control mess,
bringing the issue of environmental rights and
government accountability to the forefront. [Inquirer]
[Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Supreme Court upholds
congressional victory, reverses
Commission on Elections

(ghd) The Supreme Court has officially affirmed the
victory of Edgar R. Erice as the duly elected
congressman for the 2nd District of Caloocan City,
reversing a disqualification order that had been issued
by the Commission on Elections (Comelec).

The case stemmed from allegations that Erice had
violated the Omnibus Election Code by making public
statements questioning the credibility of the
automated counting machines used in the 2025
elections. The Comelec had disqualified him on these
grounds.

However, the Supreme Court ruled that the Comelec
had acted with grave abuse of discretion. While the
Comelec can investigate election offenses, it does not
have the authority to disqualify a candidate based on
its own findings of guilt. Such a determination must be
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made by a competent trial court in a separate
proceeding.

The ruling makes final the Supreme Court's earlier
temporary restraining order, which had allowed Erice,
who garnered 105,363 votes, to be proclaimed the
winner of the May 13 election. His opponent, former
Congresswoman Cahayon-Uy, garnered 75,719 votes.
[Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Plunder complaint filed
against former governor

(ghd) A group has filed complaints for plunder and
graft before the Office of the Ombudsman against
former Governor Luis Singson and several others. The
complainants accuse Singson and local officials of
conspiring in the overpriced purchase of nearly 10
hectares of land in Narvacan.

According to the complaint, the municipal government
paid about USD 2.6 million for the property, even
though its fair market value was allegedly only USD
860 thousand, an overprice of roughly USD 1.7 million.
The transaction reportedly took place in 2019, during
Singson'’s term as Narvacan mayor. The group also
filed a separate complaint accusing Singson of illegally
occupying coastal land in Narvacan and constructing a
Santorini-style rest house on the site.

The Office of the Ombudsman will evaluate the
complaints to determine whether a formal
investigation should proceed. [Inquirer] [Manila
Bulletin]

Singson, a prominent politician and businessman, is
the patriarch of a political dynasty in llocos Sur, where
he served multiple terms as governor and mayor. He is
known for his role in the 2001 ouster of former
President Estrada, a former friend whom he publicly
accused of receiving millions in kickbacks from illegal
gambling. [GMANews]

Philippines: Supreme court upholds
congress’ power to compel testimony in
POGO probe

(ms) The Philippine Supreme Court has upheld the
power of Congress to summon and compel testimony
in legislative inquiries, rejecting a petition filed by
Cassandra Li Ong, an incorporator of Whirldwind Corp.
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linked to the controversial Lucky South 99 POGO hub
in Pampanga.

The court ruled that Ong's constitutional rights were
not violated when she was required to testify before
congressional committees investigating alleged illegal
activities tied to Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators
(POGOs). The justices clarified that while witnesses
may invoke the right against self-incrimination for
specific questions, they cannot refuse to appear
altogether in hearings conducted “in aid of legislation.”

The decision also affirmed that Congress retains the
authority to cite witnesses in contempt or order their
arrest to compel cooperation, provided that hearings
follow published rules and serve legitimate legislative
purposes. The court further ruled that Ong's claim to a
“right to counsel” during questioning did not apply,
since congressional hearings are not criminal
proceedings.

Ong, who was summoned as a resource person, had
sought to stop both Senate and House inquiries into
alleged abuses in POGO hubs, claiming she was
pressured to provide information and denied access to
her lawyer. She was briefly detained by the House in
2024 before being released, but still faces multiple
charges of qualified human trafficking.

The case stems from the June 2024 raid on Lucky
South 99 in Porac, Pampanga, where authorities
uncovered alleged trafficking and exploitation of
foreign workers. Ong and former presidential
spokesperson Harry Roque are among 49 individuals
charged in connection with the operation. Police have
since launched “Oplan Pagtugis”, a nationwide
manhunt to arrest the suspects. In May, one co-
accused identified as “Marlon,” a security operations
officer at Lucky South 99, was apprehended in
Mabalacat City.

Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators (POGOs) are
companies licensed to provide online gambling
services to customers abroad but not to locals. Initially
promoted as a source of foreign revenue and jobs, the
industry has become increasingly controversial amid
reports of human trafficking, cybercrime, tax evasion,
and corruption. Lawmakers and law enforcement
agencies have intensified crackdowns on illegal or
unlicensed operators, viewing the sector as a growing
national security and governance issue.

The Supreme Court's ruling reinforces legislative
oversight and accountability, signaling judicial support
for Congress’ ongoing investigations into the POGO
industry — an issue that has drawn sharp public



concern over law enforcement integrity and the
Philippines’ regulatory capacity. [PhilStar]

Philippines: President launches food
program targeting 1 million households

(ghd) The Philippine government is launching a
massive anti-hunger initiative, the "Walang Gutom (No
Hunger) Reducing Food Insecurity and Undernutrition
with Electronic Vouchers” (REFUEL) Project, which aims
to provide food assistance to one million of the
country's most vulnerable households. In announcing
the program, President Marcos placed a special
emphasis on ensuring that students are provided with
sufficient and nutritious food as this is vital for their
ability to learn and succeed in school.

Led by the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD), the program operates as a food
stamp system. Eligible households receive a card
loaded with USD 51.67 in food credits each month.
These credits can be used to buy a select list of
nutritious food items from DSWD-accredited retailers.
Beneficiaries are also required to attend monthly
nutrition education sessions and participate in skills
training and job placement programs to promote self-
reliance.

This program is supported by a loan from the ADB and
co-financed by international partners, including the
Agence Francaise de Développement and the OPEC
Fund for International Development. [Inquirer] [Manila
Bulletin]

Philippines: Employer healthcare costs to
rise 14 percent in 2026

(ms) Employer healthcare costs in the Philippines are
projected to climb 14 percent in 2026, according to
British-American consultancy Aon, reflecting continued
upward pressure on medical spending amid rising
demand for healthcare services and treatments.

The increase underscores ongoing cost challenges in
the Philippines’ private health sector, driven by higher
utilization rates, the growing prevalence of
hypertension and cardiovascular diseases, and the
rising prices of specialty medicines. Aon said these
factors continue to push medical inflation well above
general inflation, which is expected to average below 3
percent next year.
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In its 2026 Global Medical Trend Rates Report, Aon noted
that the Philippines remains among the Asian markets
with double-digit growth in healthcare costs, alongside
China, India, Singapore, and Vietnam. The consultancy
defines the medical trend rate as the annual
percentage increase in the cost of providing employer-
sponsored health coverage, taking into account
inflation, prescription drug costs, and new medical
technologies.

The regional picture mirrors the Philippines’ trend:
medical costs in Asia-Pacific are expected to rise 11.3
percent next year, compared with a global average of
9.8 percent, as aging populations and greater access to
private healthcare continue to drive demand.

Aon’s Asia-Pacific head of Human Capital, Tim Dwyer,
said employers will need to move from “reactive cost
control to proactive health strategy,” including
preventive healthcare and employee wellness
initiatives to manage the financial burden.

The report highlights that while the pandemic surge in
medical claims has eased, structural cost drivers
remain entrenched suggesting that healthcare inflation
in the Philippines is unlikely to slow significantly in the
near term. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Gas and renewable expansion
planned to meet surging power demand

(ms) The Philippines plans to expand gas-fired and
renewable power generation to meet surging
electricity demand, aiming to reduce its reliance on
coal while maintaining energy security and
affordability.

Energy Secretary Sharon Garin said the country
expects power demand to rise by 6.6 percent over the
next two years and is adding new gas capacity
alongside solar, wind, and hydropower projects. The
expansion is expected to drive the first decline in coal-
fired generation in 17 years, though officials warn that
cleaner energy will come at a higher cost.

The Philippines remains the most coal-dependent
power grid in Southeast Asia but is now targeting a
more balanced mix. Offshore wind could contribute up
to 1,500 megawatts by 2027 once key ports are
operational, according to the Department of Energy.

Analysts say the country's strategy reflects a pragmatic
balance between energy transition goals and economic
priorities. Rapid growth and industrialization continue


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-tyh/

to strain the grid, and high production costs make a
full shift to renewables unlikely in the near term.

Garin acknowledged that coal will remain a fallback
source in case of shortages, citing the need to avoid
supply disruptions in one of the region’s most
expensive power markets.

The government's gradual transition plan underscores
its focus on reliability and investment stability,
positioning gas and renewables as the core drivers of
future power generation while coal remains the safety
net of last resort. [Daily Tribune] [Reuters]

Philippines: IMF warns of slower growth
for Philippines

(ghd) The IMF has revised its economic outlook for the
Philippines, forecasting a wider current account deficit
and slower GDP growth for 2025 and 2026.

The IMF projects the country's current account deficit,
which measures net dollar earnings from trade in
goods and services and income from overseas
workers, will widen to 3.8 percent in 2025 and 3.5
percent in 2026. Economic growth forecasts have also
been trimmed. The IMF lowered its GDP growth
projection for 2025 to 5.4 percent, from 5.5 percent,
and for 2026 to 5.7 percent instead of 5.9 percent.
Both revised forecasts fall below the Philippine
government's official targets.

On a more positive note, the IMF has a favorable
outlook on inflation. It expects inflation to average 1.6
percent in 2025 before returning to the government's
2-4 percent target range in 2026. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Duties on cement imports
imposed

(ghd) The Philippines imposed a temporary safeguard
duty on imported ordinary Portland cement and
blended cement to shield the local industry from injury
caused by a surge in imports.

Specifically, a duty of USD 6.01 per metric ton, which
equates to about USD 0.24 per 40-kilogram bag, has
been implemented. The decision was made after the
government found a direct link between the increase
in cement imports and "serious injury" to domestic
manufacturers. The Cement Manufacturers
Association of the Philippines had pushed for the
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measure to counter what it deemed unfair
competition.

The trade and industry department has stated that it
does not expect the new duty to be passed on to
consumers, as it only applies to imported products and
represents a small fraction of the retail price.
Additionally, it assured the public that it will closely
monitor cement prices to prevent unwarranted
increases and ensure a stable supply, especially in the
wake of recent earthquakes. The safeguard measure
will be reviewed regularly to adjust to market
conditions. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Army conducts information
warfare exercise to boost defense posture

(ghd) On October 17, the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) concluded its Information Warfighter
Exercise (IWX), a specialized training program designed
to enhance the military's capabilities in combating
disinformation and countering influence operations.
This is the first in a series of joint military trainings
under the annual “Dagat-Langit-Lupa” (DAGIT-PA)
(Ocean-Sky-Land) exercises. It brought together
personnel from the navy, air force, army, marines, and
partner agencies to simulate and respond to scenarios
involving adversarial narratives aimed at manipulating
public opinion.

Colonel Trinidad, the AFP Public Affairs Office Chief,
stated that the training is critical for strengthening the
military's effectiveness in the "information and
cognitive domains," which are increasingly vital in
modern security environments. The IWX is part of the
AFP's broader strategy to develop a more robust and
comprehensive defense posture against a wide range
of evolving threats. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Coast Guard supports
diplomatic talks with China despite recent
incidents

(ghd) The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) expressed its
support for a potential cooperative agreement with the
China Coast Guard (CCG), emphasizing that it will
follow the policy direction of the Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA).

PCG spokesperson Commodore Tarriela, made the
remarks following a statement from a DFA official that
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a memorandum of understanding between the two
coast guards is in progress. However, Tarriela was
quick to clarify that any potential cooperation would
not involve negotiations on the Philippines' sovereign
rights in the South China Sea. He stressed that a coast
guard's functions are diverse and that any agreement
would likely focus on areas of mutual interest such as
search and rescue operations and environmental
protection.

This development is notable as it comes shortly after
multiple aggressive encounters at sea, where CCG
vessels have used water cannons and engaged in
dangerous maneuvers against PCG and other
Philippine government ships. The proposal is
reminiscent of similar talks for a "hotline
communication mechanism" that occurred under the
Duterte administration but did not fully materialize.
[Inquirer]

Philippines: Military denies plan to revoke
pensions over seditious comments

(ms) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has
denied claims that it plans to revoke the pensions of
retired officers accused of spreading disinformation or
inciting rebellion against the Marcos administration,
amid growing speculation of military discontent and
coup rumors following nationwide protests earlier this
month.

The controversy began after AFP spokesperson Col.
Francel Margareth Padilla said on October 18 that the
military was considering possible sanctions —
including the suspension of pensions or even court
martial proceedings — for retired officials allegedly
making “seditious” statements or spreading false
information online. The remarks came as several
former officers intensified criticism of the President
after he exposed anomalies in flood control projects, a
scandal that has helped fuel public unrest.

Padilla’s comments were interpreted by some as a
veiled warning to elements within the defense
establishment seen as sympathetic to protesters,
raising concerns of a widening rift between the
administration and parts of the military. Rear Admiral
Roy Vincent Trinidad later confirmed that one of the
monitored individuals was a retired major general but
declined to provide further details.

In a statement issued on October 20, the AFP sought to
dispel speculation, asserting that no directive or policy
exists to remove or suspend pensions over political
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speech. It called the circulating reports “baseless and
malicious,” emphasizing that the Marcos
administration “has consistently expressed its fullest
support for our men and women in uniform, including
the protection and sustainability of their pension and
benefits.”

The AFP reiterated that pensions are protected by law
and can only be forfeited upon conviction of a crime
through due process and final judgment. “No official
can arbitrarily remove or withhold such pension,” it
said.

The clarification comes amid a tense political
atmosphere, with the government facing persistent
protests and online misinformation about an alleged
plot by retired officers to destabilize the administration
— rumors the AFP has repeatedly dismissed as
unfounded. [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Singapore: New bill seeks to protect users
and hold perpetrators accountable for
online abuse

(nl) Singapore has proposed new legislation aimed at
strengthening protection for victims of online abuse
and improving accountability for perpetrators. The
Online Safety (Relief and Accountability) Bill,
introduced in Parliament this week, seeks to establish
an Online Safety Commission (OSC) to oversee reports
of harmful online conduct and direct platforms to
remove or restrict access to abusive content.

The proposed law will initially cover five types of online
harm, including harassment, stalking, doxxing,
intimate image abuse, and child exploitation material,
with further categories such as impersonation and
incitement of violence to be added later. Victims will be
able to report harmful behavior through a statutory
mechanism, and in urgent cases involving sexual or
child exploitation content, seek immediate remedies.
The OSC will have authority to compel online platforms
to take down content or block access to offending
accounts.

Beyond enforcement, the Bill introduces “statutory
torts,” allowing victims to seek compensation or
injunctions through the courts. These provisions will
clarify the responsibilities of individuals who post or
share harmful material, administrators who manage
online spaces, and platforms that host such content.
Larger platforms with wider reach will face stricter
obligations, including faster response times to user
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complaints and greater transparency in user
verification.

Authorities say the measures respond to growing
concerns over digital safety, with recent surveys
showing most internet users in Singapore have
encountered harmful or abusive content. The Bill
complements earlier legislation tackling online criminal
harms but extends its scope to include civil remedies
and victim redress. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Exports surge 6.9 percent in
September, defying forecasts

(ms) Singapore’s non-oil domestic exports rose 6.9
percent year-on-year in September, outperforming
economists’ expectations of a 2.1 percent contraction,
according to data from Enterprise Singapore. The
rebound followed an 11.5 percent decline in August
and was driven by a sharp recovery in electronics
shipments.

Electronics exports jumped 30.4 percent compared to
the same month last year, led by strong demand for
integrated circuits, personal computers, and disk
media products. Non-electronic exports also grew
modestly, up 0.4 percent, supported by gains in non-
monetary gold and specialized machinery.

Key export destinations contributing to the growth
included Hong Kong, Taiwan, and China, while
shipments to the European Union, the United States,
and Indonesia declined. Exports to the U.S. fell 9.9
percent amid Washington's 10 percent tariff rate on
Singaporean goods.

Despite the strong performance, analysts warned of
lingering risks from renewed U.S.-China trade tensions
and upcoming U.S. sectoral tariffs, including on
pharmaceuticals. Enterprise Singapore maintained its
2025 full-year export growth forecast of 1 to 3 percent,
cautioning that momentum may slow in the second
half of the year as global trade uncertainty persists.
[Channel News Asia] [Reuters] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: Home sales dip sharply in
September amid lull in new launches

(ms/nl) Private home sales in Singapore fell to a nine-

month low in September, with only 255 new units sold
compared to more than 2,100 in August, according to

data from the Urban Redevelopment Authority. The
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steep decline followed an exceptionally active August,
as developers held back launches during the
traditionally quiet Hungry Ghost Festival period when
property transactions typically slow. Only 20 new units
were released for sale during the month, down from
nearly 2,500 in August.

Analysts expect the slowdown to be temporary, with
sales activity projected to rebound in October amid
several high-profile launches, including Skye at
Holland, which was almost fully sold on its opening
weekend. Easing borrowing costs — with key lending
rates now at their lowest levels in more than two years
— could further support momentum in the final
quarter. Despite the September lull, developers have
already sold nearly 8,000 new private homes this year,
surpassing full-year totals recorded between 2022 and
2024.

The cooling trend was seen across all market
segments, although demand in the city-fringe areas
held up relatively well. Upcoming projects in
Queenstown and central districts are expected to drive
sales through year-end. Analysts also highlight
continued resilience in the executive condominium
(EC) segment, where many upgraders are moving from
resale flats amid record-high prices in the public
housing market. [The Straits Times 1]

Separately, the government reaffirmed that seniors
who have joined the Lease Buyback Scheme (LBS) —
which allows elderly homeowners to sell part of their
Housing and Development Board (HDB) flat leases for
retirement income — will receive fair compensation if
their units are later chosen for redevelopment under
the upcoming Voluntary Early Redevelopment Scheme
(Vers).

Introduced in 2009, the LBS was designed to help
ageing Singaporeans unlock housing equity without
relocating, while Vers, slated for rollout in the early
2030s, aims to manage ageing public housing estates
through selective redevelopment before their 99-year
leases expire. Officials said compensation for LBS
participants will reflect the remaining value of their
retained lease, ensuring that seniors are not
disadvantaged if their flats are redeveloped. [The
Straits Times 2]

Singapore: Digital defense ministry unit
launched to counter advanced
cyberattacks
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(nl) Singapore has established a new Digital Defence
Hub (DDH) under the Ministry of Defence’s Centre for
Strategic Infocomm Technologies (CSIT) to counter
sophisticated cyber threats targeting government
systems and critical infrastructure. The hub will focus
on detecting, analyzing and neutralizing state-linked
advanced persistent threat (APT) groups, which have
become a growing concern for the city-state’s security.

The initiative comes amid a rise in complex cyber
incidents, including the July discovery of UNC3886, a
threat actor that targeted Singapore’s critical
information infrastructure. Authorities have reported a
sharp increase in suspected APT activities since 2021,
reflecting wider global trends where cyberattacks are
increasingly intertwined with geopolitical tensions and
conflict.

Working alongside agencies such as the Cyber Security
Agency, the new hub will develop advanced tools for
malware analysis, proactive threat hunting, and
simulated attack testing. It will also collaborate with
industry partners to enhance intelligence sharing and
build resilience across public systems that support
sectors from healthcare to energy. [Channel NewsAsia]

In a related move at the opening of Singapore
International Cyber Week, Coordinating Minister for
National Security K. Shanmugam said the government
would extend support to operators of critical
infrastructure by sharing classified threat intelligence
and assisting with stress-testing their systems. The
move marks a shift from a purely regulatory stance
toward a more collaborative model, aimed at helping
essential sectors counter increasingly complex, state-
backed cyber actors.

He also said Singapore will continue to strengthen
cooperation with international partners to uphold a
rules-based approach in cyberspace. The country
recently concluded its chairmanship of a United
Nations working group on information and
communications technology security and renewed a
joint UN-Singapore program to train cybersecurity
officials from developing nations. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Constitutional reform advances
amid divisions over scope, timing, and
political limits

(msz/Im/bk) Thailand's long-awaited constitutional
reform process entered a critical phase this month as
parliament began deliberating competing proposals to
replace the 2017 junta-era charter, while the newly
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formed amendment committee held its first session
amid a tight political timetable for the next election
and constitutional referendum in March 2026.

During a joint sitting on October 15, lawmakers
debated three amendment bills submitted by the main
opposition People’s Party (PP), Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul's Bhumjaithai Party, and the Pheu Thai
Party led by former prime minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra. Only the PP and Bhumjaithai drafts passed
their first readings, while Pheu Thai's version failed to
meet the Senate threshold. [Bangkok Post 1]

The PP's proposal—now serving as the principal draft
—calls for a 35-member Charter Drafting Assembly
selected by parliament from 70 publicly elected
candidates, supported by a 100-member advisory
council representing all provinces. Bhumijaithai's
alternative envisions a 99-member drafting body
appointed entirely by parliament and explicitly
prohibits amendments to Chapters 1 and 2 of the
Constitution, which define Thailand as a unitary
kingdom and codify the constitutional role of the
monarchy. While both Bhumjaithai and Pheu Thai have
reaffirmed that these two chapters must remain
untouched, the People's Party has refrained from such
an explicit exclusion, saying only that the issue would
be treated with “utmost caution”. [Bangkok Post 2]
[Thai Enquirer]

The situation reflects Thailand's realigned power
balance since Anutin’s rise earlier this year through a
cross-bloc alliance with the People’s Party, which holds
the largest bloc in the lower house. The partnership
allowed the PP to position its bill as the principal draft
under review, yet it is unlikely to persuade its
governing allies to reopen Chapters 1-2, as any
perceived challenge to the monarchy or the unitary
state remains politically untenable.

Following the October 15 vote, a 43-member reform
committee was established and convened for the first
time on October 20. Nutthawut Buaprathum, a
People's Party list-MP, was elected chairman by secret
ballot, defeating Chusak Sirinil of Pheu Thai by 25 votes
to 12. The three deputy chairs are Chawengsak
Rengpaiboonwong of Bhumijaithai, a veteran legislator
and coalition negotiator; Pol Col Tawee Sodsong of
Prachachat, a former police colonel and ex-justice
minister; and Senator Premsak Piayura, a conservative
upper-house member with a background in education.
Ausorn Kaewwichien, a legal expert from the People’s
Party, was appointed committee secretary. The panel
is expected to meet three times weekly beginning
October 22, with 11 sessions scheduled before the
second reading in late November. [Bangkok Post 3]
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Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak Uwanno, who
oversees the reform process and previously chaired
the 2015 Constitution Drafting Committee under the
Prayuth Chan-ocha government, has argued that
holding the national referendum and general election
simultaneously on March 29, 2026, would reduce costs
by roughly THB 6 billion (USD 180 million) and comply
with the four-month political roadmap agreed between
Bhumijaithai and the People’s Party. The plan requires
dissolution of the House by January 31, 2026, with the
Election Commission and the prime minister expected
to announce the referendum by December 30 this year
to satisfy the 90-120 day legal notice period under the
Referendum Act. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 4]

Under Section 256 of the current Constitution, any
amendment must win a majority in the lower house
and at least one-third of votes in the Senate—an
alignment that remains the central obstacle to reform,
as most senators continue to reflect conservative and
royalist interests. Several senators have voiced
skepticism about the need for constitutional change,
urging the government to focus instead on economic
recovery, border security, and fiscal management of
the THB 3 trillion (USD 90 billion) national budget.
Others, however, including Senate Whip Committee
spokesman Pisit Apiwattanapong, have acknowledged
that the competing drafts carry merit and should
proceed for further deliberation. [Bangkok Post 5]

Thailand: Activist petitions court to
dissolve ruling and opposition parties
over coalition deal

(msz) Activist Niyom Nopparat, widely known as “K
Samthuis,” has filed a petition with the Constitutional
Court seeking the dissolution of both the ruling
Bhumijaithai Party (BJT) and the main opposition
People's Party (PP) over their controversial
memorandum of agreement (MOA), which paved the
way for the formation of the current coalition
government under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

Niyom, a long-time supporter of the Pheu Thai Party of
ex-Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, claims the
MOA—signed in early September by Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumijaithai Party,
and Natthaphong Rueangpanyawut, leader of the
People's Party—violates Section 49 of the 2017
Constitution, which prohibits acts that could
undermine or overthrow the democratic system with
the King as head of state. The agreement allowed
Anutin to form a minority government on the condition
that parliament would be dissolved within four months
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—a clause critics have called a “slave contract” that
could weaken democratic governance.

Niyom'’s petition follows the attorney-general’s refusal
to forward his earlier complaint, prompting him to file
directly with the court. He cited parliamentary debates
by former public health minister Cholnan Srikaew and
former justice minister Tawee Sodsong, who
questioned whether the five-point MOA represented
an unconstitutional power arrangement.

Separately, Akkarawat Pongthanachalitkul, a reserve
senator, submitted another petition to the attorney-
general accusing both Anutin and Natthaphong of
violating democratic principles through the same
agreement. Akkarawat argued that the pact could lead
to a weak government unable to balance power,
eroding public trust and wasting taxpayer funds on
premature elections.

Critics have also accused the People’s Party of
abandoning its watchdog role and betraying voters
who had supported its previous incarnations as the
Future Forward Party and later the Move Forward
Party, both of which were dissolved by the
Constitutional Court on similar grounds. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Government weighs referendum
on Cambodia border MoUs amid rising
nationalist pressure

(Im) The Thai government is preparing a national
referendum on whether to retain or revoke two
longstanding memoranda of understanding (MoUs)
with Cambodia — MoU 43, signed in 2000 under the
Democrat Party government of then-Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai, and MoU 44, signed in 2001 under the
Thai Rak Thai administration of Thaksin Shinawatra,
the predecessor of today's Pheu Thai Party. Together,
the agreements have long formed the basis for
Thailand-Cambodia negotiations over land and
maritime boundaries.

The debate over their future has intensified since mid-
2025, following a series of cross-border clashes and
artillery exchanges along the frontier that rekindled
nationalist sentiment in both countries.Within
Thailand, nationalist groups, including the Thailand
Watch Foundation and the Thai Pakdee Party, recently
petitioned Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to
revoke both accords, arguing that alleged Cambodian
incursions and shelling constituted “material breaches”
under the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of
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Treaties — grounds, they claim, for unilateral
withdrawal. [Bangkok Post 1]

Amid these calls, former Prime Minister Abhisit
Vejjajiva, who recently returned as Democrat Party
leader, urged caution, warning that a referendum
could reveal sensitive information and complicate
border negotiations. Abhisit — whose government
signed MoU 43 — argued that any decision must
include a clear diplomatic strategy and a proactive
foreign policy to reduce military strain and strengthen
Thailand's international standing. [Bangkok Post 2]

The government, therefore, is weighing competing
pressures. While previous administrations have
treated the MoUs as dialogue frameworks rather than
binding treaties, critics maintain they have allowed
Cambodia to expand its claims. Security officials warn
that canceling them outright could dismantle long-
established border mechanisms and destabilize
relations.

Against this backdrop, Deputy Prime Minister
Borwornsak Uwanno, who chairs the government'’s
inter-agency task force on the issue, has convened a
high-level meeting with senior officials from defense,
foreign affairs, and security agencies. Digital Economy
and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob, who leads
the parliamentary review committee, said the
government is studying all possible outcomes —
including a scenario in which Cambodia, which already
submitted a formal request to the International Court
of Justice (IC)) in June 2025, seeks adjudication of the
boundary dispute.

However, Thailand does not recognize the ICJ's
compulsory jurisdiction, a stance rooted in its rejection
of the 1962 ICJ ruling that awarded the Preah Vihear
Temple to Cambodia, a judgment still viewed
domestically as a national humiliation. Against this
backdrop, officials stressed that MoU 43 and MoU 44
are being reviewed separately. A dedicated committee
will analyse legal, security and diplomatic implications
before the referendum proceeds, and the ballot
questions may include options to revise or renegotiate
the MoUs rather than solely revoke them. [Bangkok
Post 3]

Meanwhile, a recent NIDA Poll found that while most
Thais remain patient, over 80 percent expressed
concern about the conflict. Many respondents favored
applying economic pressure on Cambodia — such as
closing border checkpoints or suspending trade —
while others called for renewed diplomatic
negotiations. Dissatisfaction with the government's
response was widespread, though the military
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continued to receive strong public approval. [Bangkok
Post 4]

Responding to public concern, Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul on October 19 defended the
government's measured approach, stating that
Thailand has a “clear plan” to safeguard its sovereignty
and will respond decisively to any intrusion. He urged
calm, emphasizing that no shots had been fired into
Thai territory so far and that “no government will allow
our country to be placed at a disadvantage.” [Bangkok
Post 5]

Thailand: Pheu Thai faces internal strain
as veteran resigns; government clarifies
informal leader’s pardon eligibility

(msz/Im) Thailand's Pheu Thai Party, the second-largest
party in Parliament’s lower house, faces deepening
internal strains and questions about its identity ahead
of the 2026 general election, as long-standing tensions
over leadership, centralized control, and the enduring
influence of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
continue to divide the party.

The latest setback came on October 17, when
Sompong Amornvivat, a former party leader and
veteran politician, resigned from parliament and the
party, submitting his resignation to the Election
Commission. Sompong, 84, cited frustration over the
concentration of power in the hands of a few decision-
makers and the lack of internal consultation, saying the
party had become intolerant of independent voices.
Though he did not name anyone, his comments were
widely interpreted as criticism of continuing
interference linked to Thaksin’s network. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Thai PBS World]

The resignation underscores Pheu Thai's growing
perception of disunity and declining morale since the
Constitutional Court removed former prime minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Thaksin's daughter, earlier
this year. The party, which was until recently leading
the government, has since suffered a series of
defections to rival formations, including the
Bhumjaithai Party of Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul and the Kla Tham Party—a fast-
expanding centrist group led by influential power
broker Thamanat Prompow and increasingly seen as a
potential “kingmaker” in the next election—eroding its
once-solid support base in Thailand's northern and
northeastern regions.
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Within Pheu Thai, debate now centers on how to
modernize the party without severing ties to the
Shinawatra legacy that defines its identity. Some
members are reportedly exploring a strategic alliance
with centrist figures such as Varawut Silpa-archa,
leader of the Chartthaipattana Party, as a possible
prime-ministerial nominee, while others insist that at
least one member of the Shinawatra family must
remain in the leadership to preserve the party's core
base.

Scholars note that despite periodic leadership changes
and rebranding efforts, real power within Pheu Thai
remains concentrated around Thaksin’s circle, limiting
opportunities for internal reform and youth
engagement. Analysts warn that unless the party
decentralizes decision-making and broadens its appeal
beyond loyalist voters, its influence could continue to
erode in the run-up to the 2026 general election.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak
Uwanno, who oversees legal affairs for the
government, confirmed that Thaksin remains legally
entitled to seek another royal pardon, clarifying that no
previous petition has been denied. Under Sections 259
and 264 of the Criminal Code, a repeat request is
barred only if a prior one was rejected within the past
two years. The matter, he stressed, ultimately rests
with the monarch under Section 179 of the
Constitution.

Thaksin's case continues to attract public attention.
The Supreme Court recently ruled that his six-month
stay at Police General Hospital following his return in
August 2023 does not count as time served, meaning
he must complete the remainder of his one-year
sentence. His ex-wife, Khunying Potjaman Damapong,
and legal team have said his health remains stable.
[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Ruling Bhumjaithai Party
consolidates position with decisive by-
election win

(Im) Thailand's ruling Bhumjaithai Party has
strengthened its parliamentary standing after winning
a by-election in Kanchanaburi province on October 20,
defeating the opposition Pheu Thai Party, the country’s
second-largest political party and former ruling party
until earlier this year.

Bhumijaithai's candidate Wisuda Vicheansil secured
53,542 votes against 36,521 votes for Shinawat
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Maendet of Pheu Thai in Constituency 4, where voter
turnout reached 72 percent. The by-election was
triggered by the resignation of Wisuda's father, Sakda
Vicheansil, a former Pheu Thai member who left the
opposition to join Bhumjaithai and currently serves as
deputy interior minister.

The victory marks the second consecutive by-election
success for Bhumijaithai in less than a month, following
its earlier win in Si Sa Ket province, underscoring the
party’s growing influence under Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, who also serves as Bhumjaithai's leader.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-Premier Abhisit returns to
lead conservative party in bid for revival
ahead of 2026 election

(bk) Thailand’'s Democrat Party has elected former
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva as its 10th leader,
marking his political comeback after several years of
retreat and signaling an attempt to revive the country’s
oldest political institution ahead of the 2026 general
election. The decision, made at the party’s first
extraordinary general meeting of 2025, followed the
resignation of former leader Chalermchai Sri-on and
saw Abhisit win unopposed with 96.2 percent of the
vote.

Abhisit was elected unopposed with 96.2 percent of
votes at the party's first extraordinary general meeting
of 2025, succeeding Chalermchai Sri-on, who resigned
amid divisions that deepened after some members
supported the ruling Bhumijaithai Party in forming the
current coalition government. In his acceptance
speech, Abhisit emphasized unity and renewal,
declaring that his “heart never left the party” and
urging cooperation between veteran members and
younger politicians to restore public confidence.

On October 20, Abhisit chaired his first executive
meeting at the party’s headquarters in Bangkok, where
he unveiled a new leadership lineup blending senior
figures and new-generation members. Chaiwut
Bannawat, a longtime Democrat stalwart, was named
secretary-general; Sakoltee Phattiyakul, a former
deputy governor of Bangkok, was appointed deputy
leader for the capital; Songkran Jitsuttiphakorn for the
North; Satit Pitutecha, a former deputy health minister,
for the Central region; and Chaichana Detdecho for the
South. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [The Nation]

Abhisit also announced plans to consult external
experts to guide the party’s reform direction, inviting
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Suvit Mesinsee, an academic and former minister;
Banyong Pongpanich, director of KKP Bank; and
Jareeporn Jarukornsakul, chief executive of WHA
Group, to a meeting on October 28 to offer their
perspectives on rebuilding the party's credibility and
shaping Thailand’s policy future. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Former ruling-party veteran
returns as senior adviser to military-
aligned bloc

(msz) In a twist emblematic of Thailand's fluid political
alignments, veteran politician Gen Thammarak
Isarangkura na Ayudhaya, a former deputy leader of
the now-dissolved Thai Rak Thai Party (TRT)—the
populist movement founded by former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra in 1998 and a political predecessor
to today’s Pheu Thai Party—has reentered politics as
chief adviser to the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), a
military-aligned party established in 2018 to support
the post-coup government of Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha.

The appointment was announced on October 20 as the
party opened its new headquarters in Bangkok's Bang
Pho district, following defections to the ruling
Bhumijaithai Party and internal leadership changes.
Thammarak, 87, said he accepted party leader Gen
Prawit Wongsuwon'’s invitation to help stabilize what
he described as a “chaotic” political environment,
focusing on election strategy and national security
rather than seeking a parliamentary seat.

Drawing on his experience managing Thai Rak Thai's
successful northeastern campaigns in the early 2000s
—where it secured 126 of 136 constituencies—
Thammarak urged the party to emphasize clear
policies and stronger voter engagement ahead of the
general election expected early next year.

Acting secretary-general Pakarathorn Thianchai said
Thammarak's experience would enhance the party’s
campaign strength, expressing confidence in winning
50-60 House seats. He confirmed that Prawit remains
among the party’s prime ministerial candidates.
However, the absence of deputy leader Chaiwut
Thanakamanusorn at the headquarters opening fueled
speculation about internal divisions. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime minister faces backlash
over Interior Ministry reshuffle
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(Im) Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul is facing mounting criticism over a large-
scale Interior Ministry reshuffle that saw the transfer of
more than 45 senior officials, including several
provincial governors. The move has been widely
interpreted by academics and opposition lawmakers as
a politically motivated attempt by Anutin’s Bhumjaithai
Party to consolidate influence ahead of the expected
2026 general election.

Observers argue the reshuffle reflects political
patronage rather than administrative reform, warning
that frequent changes in provincial leadership
undermine continuity and local governance. Several
analysts described the transfers as acts of political
retaliation, noting that some governors appointed
under the previous Pheu Thai administration were
removed after only weeks in office. They suggested the
reshuffle aimed to position loyal officials in key
provinces, particularly as the government’s four-month
roadmap points toward an imminent House
dissolution.

The controversy has reignited calls for direct
gubernatorial elections, especially in Chiang Mai,
where civic groups argue that elected governors would
improve accountability and local responsiveness.
Lawmakers from the main opposition People’s Party in
Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, and Phuket condemned the
reshuffle as disruptive to provincial administration,
citing setbacks to pollution control, environmental
response efforts, and infrastructure projects.

Former Pheu Thai MP Somkid Cheuakong accused
Anutin of using the reshuffle to strengthen his party’s
grip on the bureaucracy, warning that it could deepen
divisions between rival political camps and pressure
civil servants to align politically. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pension reform hearing marred
by bot interference and investment
controversy deepens scrutiny of Social
Security Office

(Im/bk) Thailand's Social Security Office (SSO) — the
government agency managing the country’s largest
public welfare and pension fund — faces mounting
controversy after allegations of bot-driven
manipulation in an online hearing on pension reform
and renewed opposition claims of irregularities in a
THB 6.9 billion (USD 210 million) property acquisition.
Together, these issues have intensified concerns over
the transparency, governance, and integrity of an
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institution responsible for safeguarding the retirement
savings of more than 24 million insured workers and
managing a THB 2.65 trillion (USD 70 billion) fund.

The pension reform proposal, developed since 2020
and approved in principle by the Social Security Board
in March 2025, seeks to revise the pension formula for
workers under Sections 33 and 39 of the Social
Security Act, which cover formal employees and self-
employed or voluntarily insured contributors. It would
raise monthly pensions by an average of 10 percent for
about 570,000 current retirees and 7 percent for
roughly three million workers nearing retirement,
helping address long-standing inequities faced by low-
income contributors who often receive less than THB
2,000 (USD 60) per month.

However, the reform’s online consultation, hosted on
the government'’s law.go.th platform, was reportedly
sabotaged between October 11 and 12, when
submission traffic surged from around 10 entries per
hour to over 900, suggesting coordinated or
automated interference. The Progressive Social
Security Group, linked to the main opposition People’s
Party, accused unnamed actors of manipulating the
process to block the reform. [Bangkok Post 1]

An editorial in the Bangkok Post described the bot
activity as symptomatic of a deeper institutional crisis
within the SSO, stressing that reforming the pension
formula alone will not restore confidence without
addressing chronic governance deficiencies, including
opague investment practices, procurement
irregularities, and limited public accountability.
[Bangkok Post 2]

These concerns have intensified following revelations
about the SSO's purchase of the SKYY9 building in
Bangkok for THB 6.9 billion (USD 210 million) — nearly
twice what auditors later found to be its fair market
value. A Ministry of Interior audit concluded that the
property's realistic value lay between THB 3.43 billion
and 3.86 billion (USD 105-117 million), citing inflated
land appraisals and safety oversights. The land around
the building, measured at about 16 square meters per
plot, had recently sold for THB 500,000 to 950,000
(USD 15,200-28,900) per unit of equivalent area, but
the SSO's appraisal valued it at THB 1.35-1.45 million
(USD 41,100-44,200) per equivalent area.

The acquisition was facilitated through the Prime Asset
Private Equity Trust, a domestic investment vehicle
that allows public institutions to hold commercial
properties, and managed by MFC Asset Management,
a Bangkok-based fund management company that
oversees state and private investment portfolios. Both
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entities are now under review for their role in the
transaction. Opposition MP Rukchanok Srinork has
called on Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul to ensure that the investigation — led by
the Interior Ministry's permanent secretary — is
completed within three months, stressing that those
responsible for the inflated valuation must be held
accountable. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: State Railway revives legal
action over Buriram land dispute,
reigniting politically sensitive case

(msz/Im) The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) has
relaunched a long-running legal campaign to reclaim
state-owned land in Khao Kradong, Buriram Province
— a politically charged case that intertwines issues of
corruption, land governance, and political patronage.
The new lawsuits, filed in mid-October, target nine
additional commercial plots alleged to have been
illegally titled and developed on railway land.

The action follows a National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) ruling that found certain title
deeds overlapped railway property, recommending
revocation under Section 61 of the Land Code Act. The
SRT has since filed multiple petitions at the Buriram
Provincial Court, aiming to cancel the contested deeds
and recover assets for future commercial
development. The parcels include land currently held
by private and corporate entities tied to Buriram's
tourism and sports complex zone. [The Nation]

The dispute dates back decades and involves more
than 5,000 rai (roughly 2,000 acres) that the SRT claims
under a royal decree issued during the reign of King
Rama V. Courts between 2017 and 2023 ordered the
Land Department to review overlapping deeds, but
enforcement stalled after officials under the Interior
Ministry—then led by now-Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul of the Bhumjaithai Party—halted mass
revocations. The Pheu Thai Party, which controlled the
ministry earlier in 2025, briefly revived the case before
it was again handed back to Anutin, now serving
concurrently as prime minister and interior minister.

The case is politically delicate: many of the contested
plots are linked to local business and political
networks, including developments around the Chang
International Circuit and Chang Arena football stadium
associated with the influential Chidchob family, widely
seen as the de facto power center behind the
Bhumijaithai Party.
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Thailand: Calls grow to protect senator,
rights researcher facing death threats
over border comments

(bk) Thai senators and civil society groups have called
on the government to protect Senator Angkhana
Neelapaijit, a former National Human Rights
Commissioner, and Human Rights Watch researcher
Sunai Phasuk after both faced death threats and online
harassment over their criticism of alleged intimidation
tactics near the Thai-Cambodian border.

The backlash erupted after Angkhana translated and
shared a Cambodian human rights complaint
submitted to the United Nations, which accused a Thai
nationalist influencer of broadcasting loud “ghostly”
sounds and aircraft engine noises near Cambodian
civilian areas in Sa Kaeo province, close to the border.
Angkhana said the practice, allegedly supported by the
Thai army, could constitute psychological torture
under the UN Convention against Torture and warned
that it risked harming Thailand's international
reputation and diplomatic standing.

Her remarks provoked fierce reactions from nationalist
commentators who accused her of being “unpatriotic.”
The attacks soon escalated into a campaign of online
abuse, with some targeting her family—including her
elderly father—and reviving painful references to the
2004 enforced disappearance of her husband, human
rights lawyer Somchai Neelapaijit. Both Angkhana and
Sunai subsequently filed a formal request to National
Police Chief Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch for security
protection, leading to the deployment of uniformed
and plainclothes officers at her residence.

In response, senators Thewarit Maneechai, Noraset
Prachayagorn, and Sunthorn Prueksapipat urged swift
action to protect Angkhana and Sunai, stressing that
patriotism and human rights “must coexist with
mindfulness and maturity.” The UN Special Rapporteur
on Human Rights Defenders, Mary Lawlor, also
condemned the threats, saying “defending truth and
justice is not a crime.” [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post
2] [Bangkok Post 3] [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Rights group urges probe into
Vietnamese refugee’s abduction

(Im) The Cross Cultural Foundation (CCF), a Thai human
rights organization that monitors state abuses and
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promotes justice reform, has petitioned the House
committee on Legal Affairs, Justice and Human Rights
to investigate the alleged involvement of Thai officials
in the 2023 abduction and forced return of Vietnamese
refugee and journalist Duong Van Thai. The journalist,
recognized as a refugee by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) since 2020, had
fled to Thailand in 2018 but was reportedly seized near
his home in Pathum Thani and sent back to Vietnam,
where he was sentenced to 12 years in prison for
spreading anti-government propaganda.

The CCF described the incident as an enforced
disappearance and a violation of the non-refoulement
principle, which prohibits returning refugees to
situations where they may face persecution. Thailand,
which has not ratified the 1951 Refugee Convention,
lacks a domestic legal framework to protect refugees.
A member of the House committee warned that the
government's failure to address the case transparently
could harm Thailand's international image. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Labor union protests offshore
oil platform contract to Chinese firm,
warning of major job losses

(bk) The Confederation of Thai Labor (CTL) has
launched protests after state-owned PTT Exploration
and Production (PTT E&P) awarded its “Bundle 4”
offshore oil platform project in the Gulf of Thailand to
China’'s Guangzhou Salvage Bureau (GSB). The union
warns that the decision will exclude thousands of
skilled Thai workers and lead to significant domestic
job losses.

The award marks the fourth consecutive phase of PTT
E&P's offshore platform program to go to GSB,
following completion of Bundles 1-3. CTL leaders
argue that the arrangement sidelines Thai expertise, as
most components will be manufactured abroad, with
local labor limited to basic structural work. According
to union estimates, the decision could affect 2,000 to
3,000 direct employees and more than 10,000 indirect
workers in related supply chains, including contractors,
logistics firms, and equipment producers.

Representatives filed a formal complaint with Labor
Minister Treenuch Thienthong after talks with the
Department of Labor Protection and Welfare yielded
no solution. CTL raised four main concerns: reduced
national income due to overseas production,
unemployment among skilled Thai workers, risks to
domestic energy-sector competence, and broader
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social impacts on affected communities. The union
emphasized that welders and other certified specialists
risk losing professional licenses during the project’s
three-year span if left inactive. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Authorities detain 131
undocumented migrant workers in Samut
Sakhon province

(msz) Thai authorities detained 131 undocumented
migrant workers during a coordinated enforcement
operation in Samut Sakhon province on October 16.
Preliminary questioning indicated that the migrants
had entered Thailand through informal crossings in
Ranong, Kanchanaburi, and Tak provinces. Each
individual reportedly paid brokers about THB 50,000
(USD 1,530) for transportation and promised
employment, but were abandoned upon arrival with
no work provided. [Bangkok Post]

Samut Sakhon, a major seafood-processing and
manufacturing hub employing tens of thousands of
foreign workers, remains one of Thailand's key
provinces affected by irregular migration and labor
exploitation.

Thailand: Government approves USD 36.7
billion borrowing plan for fiscal year 2026

(msz) The Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, has approved a new public debt
management strategy for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026, raising
the government’s borrowing ceiling to THB 1.2 trillion
(USD 36.7 billion) to finance infrastructure projects and
manage rising debt obligations.

The FY2026 framework comprises three key
components: THB 1.207 trillion (USD 36.7 billion) in
new borrowing, THB 1.877 trillion (USD 57 billion)
allocated for debt management, and THB 503.06 billion
(USD 15.3 billion) designated for debt repayments. Of
the new borrowing, THB 1.116 trillion (USD 34 billion)
will be undertaken directly by the government,
including THB 860 billion (USD 26 billion) to cover the
FY2026 fiscal deficit, THB 80 billion (USD 2.4 billion)
rolled over from the previous year's deficit financing,
and THB 113.52 billion (USD 3.5 billion) to support
Treasury cash flow. The remainder will fund projects
under the Economic and Social Development Loan
Programme.
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According to the Public Debt Policy and Supervision
Committee, the borrowing plan is a key fiscal
instrument to stimulate economic activity and
strengthen public-sector liquidity. It prioritizes large-
scale infrastructure investments and financial
stabilization of state enterprises and public agencies,
while aligning with the Bank of Thailand’s monetary
policy and ensuring adequate domestic liquidity.

In parallel, the government has approved a Medium-
Term Debt Management Strategy (MTDS) for FY2026-
2030, designed to balance cost and risk amid volatile
global markets and expanding borrowing
requirements. The MTDS follows the principles of the
State Fiscal and Financial Discipline Act of 2018,
ensuring fiscal sustainability under heightened debt
pressures. [The Nation]

Thailand: Government accelerates major
investment package and expands co-
payment stimulus to sustain economic
recovery

(Im/acs) The Thai government is advancing a broad
package of economic stimulus and investment
measures to counter slowing growth, combining
accelerated private-sector investment facilitation with
direct consumer subsidies.

The Board of Investment (BOIl) announced that it will
fast-track approximately THB 300 billion (USD 8.1
billion) worth of projects over the next four months.
According to BOI Secretary-General Narit
Therdsteerasukdi, around 70 major projects — mainly
in data centers, electronics manufacturing, and power
generation — have been prioritized for rapid approval
and implementation. The BOI will streamline
procedures and extend facilitation support to ensure
that these investments begin within the current fiscal
quarter. [Bangkok Post 1]

The initiative is central to the government's strategy to
lift GDP growth above 2.2 percent this year. Thailand's
economy, Southeast Asia’s second largest, continues to
face headwinds from high household debt, a strong
baht, and soft exports following recent U.S. tariff
measures.

Complementing the investment push, the
government’s “Khon La Khrueng Plus” (“Let's Go Halves
Plus”) co-payment scheme — one of the country’s most
popular digital stimulus programs — has drawn an
overwhelming public response. Registration for the
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program's first phase filled all 20 million available slots
within hours of opening on October 21, underscoring
strong consumer demand. The THB 44 billion (USD 1.2
billion) program subsidizes half the cost of eligible
purchases made via the government's Pao Tang mobile
platform, providing between THB 2,000 and THB 2,400
(USD 55-66) per participant.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithaprapas said the current
phase will not expand due to budget limits but
confirmed that a second phase could begin in
December 2025 or January 2026, funded from the 2026
fiscal budget. The program now also extends to public
transport nationwide, allowing commuters to use the
subsidy for bus, taxi, motorcycle, and van fares
between October 29 and December 31 with a daily
spending cap of THB 200 (USD 5.60).

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul stated that his
administration would “quickly implement projects
which benefit the public,” adding that the scheme will
cover food delivery orders from November 7 to
December 31. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]
[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Ageing demographics strain
fiscal model as government weighs
pension and healthcare reforms

(Im) Thailand faces mounting fiscal and demographic
pressure as its government moves to overhaul key
pillars of the social welfare system—pensions and
universal healthcare—amid the country’s accelerating
transition into one of Asia’s most rapidly ageing
societies.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has proposed
raising the statutory retirement age from 60 to 65, a
move intended to counterbalance a shrinking labor
force and rising pension liabilities. Thailand became an
aged society in 2024, with more than one-fifth of its
citizens aged 60 or older and fertility falling to just 1.0
child per woman, among the lowest globally. The old-
age dependency ratio is projected to rise from 22
percent today to nearly 50 percent by 2050, while the
working-age population continues to contract.

Economists warn that this demographic shift will erode
the tax base, weaken consumption, and pressure
public finances unless accompanied by structural
reforms in labor markets, productivity, and welfare
financing.
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The proposed increase in the retirement age has
triggered debate over how to balance fiscal
sustainability with labor market flexibility. Business
leaders have warned that a uniform extension could
increase labor costs and reduce hiring opportunities
for younger workers, while economists and policy think
tanks support the measure in principle but urge a
phased, sector-specific implementation paired with
upskilling programs and incentives for companies that
employ older workers. [Bangkok Post 1]

Simultaneously, the Ministry of Public Health has
confirmed a deepening deficit in the country’s 30-baht
universal healthcare scheme, known as the Gold Card
system, which covers roughly three-quarters of the
population. The National Health Security Fund
recorded spending equivalent to 110 percent of its
revenue in 2024, creating a shortfall of THB 18.5 billion
(USD 550 million).

Hospitals report growing liquidity stress, with
reimbursement rates far below real treatment costs.
The government plans to gradually raise payment
rates and introduce supplementary funding sources,
such as mandatory tourist insurance and voluntary
premium services, but implementation risks remain
high. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: State enterprise reform and
investment drive take center stage in
growth and governance strategy

(Im) Thailand is placing its state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) at the center of both its domestic growth
strategy and its broader institutional reform agenda.
While the government has approved an expansive
investment plan to stimulate economic recovery, itis
simultaneously undertaking a structural overhaul of
SOE governance to align with international standards
as part of its bid to join the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD).

Earlier last week, the cabinet endorsed an investment
budget of THB 1.6 trillion (USD 44 billion) for fiscal year
2026, with the National Economic and Social
Development Council (NESDC) estimating that the
spending will lift Thailand's gross domestic product
(GDP) growth by 0.3 percentage points. The plan
focuses on major public infrastructure projects and
service upgrades, reflecting the government's intention
to position SOEs as engines of economic recovery after
years of sluggish growth. The State Enterprise Policy
Committee has been directed to streamline
procedures and move toward a customer-focused
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model to improve service delivery and efficiency.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel, Thailand's OECD accession negotiations
have highlighted the need for far-reaching reform of
SOE structures. The OECD has called on Bangkok to
eliminate preferential practices in procurement, such
as bidding processes that favor SOE subsidiaries or
domestic contractors, and to amend laws restricting
state-owned financial institutions from serving non-
Thai nationals. These changes are intended to bring
Thailand's SOE sector into conformity with global
standards of transparency, competition, and equal
treatment.

Thailand has requested a five-year transition period to
implement these adjustments, acknowledging that
entrenched project arrangements and regulatory
frameworks will require gradual restructuring. Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has described OECD
membership as a long-term goal of strategic
importance, tied to a broader agenda of strengthening
the rule of law, improving anti-corruption and business
regulations, and advancing digital transparency to
expand citizen oversight of government operations.

The NESDC, which oversees both the national
development plan and the OECD membership task
force, serves as the coordinating body linking the
country's investment policy with governance reform.
While Indonesia remains the only Southeast Asian
country currently in the OECD application process,
Thailand hopes to complete accession within five years
—faster than the typical timeline of seven to eight
years. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Finance minister to lead
strategic trade talks with United States
and European Union

(Im) Thailand has appointed Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas to head a
new high-level task force charged with steering the
country’s key trade negotiations with the United States
and the European Union, marking an intensified effort
to recalibrate its trade relations amid shifting global
tariff policies.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul announced the
formation of the special working group earlier in the
week, designating Ekniti as chair and assigning six
cabinet members—including the ministers of
commerce, foreign affairs, agriculture, industry, digital
economy, and public health—as vice chairs. The
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Department of Trade Negotiations will act as the task
force's secretariat.

The task force's top priorities over the next four
months will be to advance the U.S.-Thailand tariff
discussions and accelerate progress on the long-
delayed Thai-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA). Both
initiatives are central to the administration’s strategy to
boost exports, attract investment, and strengthen
Thailand’s economic resilience amid slowing global
demand and the impact of new U.S. tariff regimes.

Anutin emphasized that these negotiations will form a
cornerstone of the government’s broader economic
direction, which the cabinet is currently mapping out
for implementation in late 2025. The renewed
engagement with Washington and Brussels reflects
Thailand's intention to position itself as a key regional
production hub and trading partner while maintaining
a balanced approach to its economic diplomacy
between major global markets. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Flooding persists across central
plains as southern provinces brace for
intensified monsoon rains

(Im) Prolonged flooding continues to affect large parts
of Thailand'’s Central Plains, while authorities are
warning of renewed heavy rainfall and flash floods in
the South later this week as a new storm system
moves across the region.

According to the Department of Disaster Prevention
and Mitigation (DDPM), flooding remains in 16
provinces, with the Central Plains—particularly
Ayutthaya, Pathum Thani, Nakhon Pathom, Suphan
Buri, Ang Thong, and Sing Buri—experiencing the
heaviest impact. More than 128,000 households have
been affected, and extensive areas of agricultural and
industrial land remain under water. Water levels in the
Chao Phraya River basin are still high due to upstream
runoff, slowing drainage in several low-lying districts
north of Bangkok. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The floods coincide with the late phase of the
monsoon season, testing the government's flood-
management capabilities and threatening short-term
disruptions to rice production, logistics, and
manufacturing in central Thailand. The affected
corridor includes key industrial estates and export-
processing zones that were heavily damaged during
the country’s 2011 floods.
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In the North and Northeast, including Sukhothai,
Phitsanulok, Ubon Ratchathani, and Udon Thani, water
levels are beginning to recede, though local authorities
remain on alert for additional rainfall. Meanwhile,
localized flooding has also hit the southern tourist
island of Phuket following heavy rainfall on October 20.
[Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Looking ahead, the Meteorological Department and
DDPM have issued severe weather warnings for
October 21-25, predicting torrential rain, flash floods,
and landslides in southern provinces including
Chumphon, Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat,
Songkhla, Yala, Narathiwat, Ranong, Phangnga, Phuket,
Krabi, Trang, and Satun, where several reservoirs are
already near capacity.

Meteorologists attribute the intensified conditions to
the monsoon trough over the lower South, influenced
by Tropical Storm Fengshen moving across the South
China Sea toward Vietnam and southern China. While
the storm is not expected to make landfall in Thailand,
it is forecast to amplify rainfall over the southern
peninsula before weakening later in the week.
[Bangkok Post 5]

Thailand: Roadside bombing Kills elderly
woman and injures several others as
southern insurgency persists

(bk) A roadside bombing in Narathiwat's Yi-Ngo district
on October 16 killed an elderly woman and injured
several others, underscoring the continued instability
of Thailand's Malay-Muslim insurgency in the deep
south. The improvised explosive device (IED) was
remotely detonated as a police patrol passed by,
injuring at least nine people, including three police
officers and six civilians — four of whom remain in
critical condition. [The Nation] [Bangkok Post 1]

The 79-year-old victim succumbed to her injuries two
days later at Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra Hospital,
after sustaining severe wounds in the blast. In
response, hundreds of local residents marched
through Yi-Ngo district on October 18, condemning the
attack and urging authorities to protect civilians.
Protesters carried banners calling for an end to
“inhumane acts” that have long shaped daily life in the
Muslim-majority provinces of Narathiwat, Pattani, and
Yala.

Authorities said the attack bore the hallmarks of
separatist groups active in the region, which have
waged a decades-long insurgency seeking greater
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autonomy from the Thai state. While overall violence
has declined in recent years, sporadic bombings and
ambushes continue to undermine peace efforts.
According to Deep South Watch, at least 7,764 people
— about 65 percent of them civilians — have been
killed in insurgency-related violence since renewed
hostilities erupted in 2024. [Bangkok Post 2]

Timor-Leste: ADB forecasts 3.8 percent
economic growth for 2025 and 3.4 for
2026, amid 2026 budget discussions

(ms) Timor-Leste's economy is projected to expand by
3.8 percent in 2025 and 3.4 percent in 2026, supported
by strong domestic demand, steady remittances, and
improved public spending, according to the Asian
Development Bank’s (ADB) Asian Development Outlook
September 2025 report. Although slightly below April's
forecast, the updated projection underscores stable
and sustainable growth as the nation prepares to join
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

ADB Country Director for Timor-Leste Stefania Dina
said the country’'s ASEAN accession in October will
mark a “significant milestone” for regional integration,
unlocking new trade and investment opportunities. “To
fully benefit from integration, it is essential to invest in
human capital, infrastructure, and fiscal reforms that
boost productivity,” she said.

The ADB highlighted that growth will continue to be
driven by domestic consumption, credit expansion,
and effective budget execution, while inflation is
expected to remain low—averaging 1.2 percent in 2025
and 1.9 percent in 2026—due to easing food and
commodity prices. The report added that Timor-Leste's
exposure to external shocks remains limited, as the
recent 10 percent U.S. tariff hike on global trade will
have minimal impact given the country’s narrow export
base.

The government's own 2026 General State Budget
Proposal, now under parliamentary review, offers a
slightly more optimistic outlook, projecting non-oil GDP
growth of 4.5 percent over the next two years. The
budget, themed “Investing in National Transformation,
Regional Integration, and Inclusive Development,”
allocates USD 2.29 billion for 2026, focusing on
infrastructure, private-sector development, and
improved execution of capital projects.

These priorities were further discussed at the
“Panorama Orcamental 2026" (Budget Outlook 2026)
Seminar, held on 16-17 October 2025 at the Ministry
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of Finance in Dili. The two-day event brought together
the National Parliament, Government officials, the
Central Bank, civil society, and development partners
to promote fiscal transparency and dialogue. Finance
Minister Santina José Rodrigues Ferreira Viegas
Cardoso underscored that the State Budget remains
the government's primary instrument for driving
economic growth, particularly through capital
investment and diversification initiatives.

She acknowledged the country’s fiscal challenges,
including reliance on the Petroleum Fund, but stressed
the need to strengthen the private sector and improve
infrastructure to enable sustainable, non-oil growth.
The 2026 budget continues to advance the Strategic
Development Plan 2011-2030 and focuses on four
main pillars: investment in human capital,
infrastructure development, economic diversification,
and institutional reform for better governance.

The seminar, which precedes parliamentary hearings
and debates scheduled through November, reaffirmed
Timor-Leste's commitment to fiscal discipline,
inclusivity, and good governance in public finance. It
also demonstrated alignment between government
policy and ADB's recommendations on strengthening
budget efficiency and leveraging ASEAN membership
for long-term development.

Officials said growth momentum will also benefit from
Timor-Leste’s Blue Economy Policy and Action Plan
2025-2035, launched earlier this month by Prime
Minister Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao. The initiative seeks
to develop sustainable marine industries, expand
ocean-based livelihoods, and promote environmental
conservation to diversify the economy beyond oil and
gas.

With ASEAN membership on the horizon, strong fiscal
discipline, and a long-term sustainability agenda,
Timor-Leste is positioning itself for a new phase of
regional integration and economic transformation—
anchored in stability, inclusivity, and resilience. [ADB]
[Government of Timor-Leste 1] [Government of Timor

Leste 2] [Government of Timor-Leste 3]

Timor-Leste: Accession process to WTO in
progress

(ms) Timor-Leste outlined progress in its accession to
the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on
Government Procurement (GPA) during the
Committee’s 100th formal meeting held on October 15,
2025, in Geneva. The country's Permanent
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Representative to the WTO, Ambassador Anténio da
Conceicao, presented the update, noting continued
steps to align national procurement systems with
international standards on transparency and
efficiency.

According to the statement, Timor-Leste has been
implementing a series of technical capacity-building
programs with the support of development partners,
including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank,
and United Nations Development Programme. These
initiatives aim to strengthen institutional
understanding of the GPA framework and prepare
technical teams for the formulation of the country’s
Market Access Offer, a key requirement in the
accession process.

The government is finalizing the creation of a Technical
Working Group on GPA Accession, which will
coordinate interministerial consultations and oversee
policy alignment. The group is expected to be formally
established by the end of 2025, after which it will begin
work on the Market Access Offer for submission to the
WTO during the first half of 2026.

Timor-Leste's accession to the GPA forms part of its
broader strategy to integrate more fully into the
international trading system. Once completed, it would
enable the country to participate in the GPA’s
framework for non-discriminatory and competitive
government procurement, increasing transparency
and aligning national practices with international
norms.

The accession process remains ongoing, with WTO
members noting Timor-Leste's incremental progress in
meeting technical and procedural benchmarks since it
began formal engagement in 2023. [Government of
Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste: Energy and industrial
development plans outlined

(ms) Timor-Leste's Minister of Petroleum and Mineral
Resources, Francisco Monteiro, presented updates on
the country's energy and industrial strategies during
the 14th edition of “Pdgina do Governo”, aired on
October 17, 2025.

Monteiro said the government aims to shift the oil and
mineral sectors from extractive activities toward
industrialization and job creation, in line with the
2011-2030 Strategic Development Plan.
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He confirmed that negotiations on the Greater Sunrise
project between Timor-Leste, Australia, and
consortium partners Woodside, Timor GAP, and Osaka
Gas are ongoing, with studies showing that the
proposed gas pipeline and LNG plant in Natarbora are
technically and commercially viable.

The minister also described progress on the Tasi Mane
project, which supports industrial development, and
said a human resource plan is being prepared to train
engineers and technicians for upcoming projects.

On Bayu-Undan, Monteiro noted that roughly one-
third of reserves remain and that discussions are
underway on potential carbon capture and storage. He
added that mineral exploration for manganese,
copper, limestone, and gold continues to expand,
alongside new exploration projects, including the ENI-
Timor GAP agreement and expected Kuda-Tasi Zahal
field production by 2027-2028. [Government of Timor-
Leste]

Vietnam: National Assembly Standing
Committee approves new personal
income tax deductions, reviews
investment law amendments

(hn) On October 17, the National Assembly (NA)
Standing Committee approved a resolution to adjust
personal income tax (PIT) deductions, effective from
the 2026 tax period, with final settlement in early 2027.

The Government proposed two options. Under the first
option, based on a projected cumulative CPl increase
of 21.24 per cent from 2020 to 2025, the deduction for
taxpayers would rise from VND 11 million to about
VND 13.3 million per month, and from VND 4.4 million
to VND 5.3 million per dependent, reducing state
revenue by around VND 12 trillion per year. The
second option, based on per capita income and GDP
growth of 40-42 per cent since 2020, would raise
deductions to VND 15.5 million and VND 6.2 million
respectively, with an estimated revenue loss of VND 21
trillion per year. Most officials supported the second
option as it better reflects real income growth and
economic development. The NA Standing Committee
endorsed the Government's proposal and officially
adopted the resolution on PIT deductions, along with
another resolution on environmental protection tax
rates for fuels in 2026.

During the same session, the Committee also reviewed
the draft amended Investment Law, which includes
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seven chapters and 60 articles, revising 33, removing
17, and restructuring content to enhance clarity and
reduce administrative burdens. The draft shifts
management from pre-approval to post-approval and
proposes removing 21 conditional business sectors
deemed unnecessary, such as accounting and tax
services. The law is set to take effect on January 1,
2026. While members supported the reform, they
urged a deeper assessment of risks related to
removing National Assembly authority over investment
policy approvals, foreign investor oversight, and
consistency with Politburo Resolution No. 50-NQ/TW
on high-quality foreign investment.

In conclusion, NA Vice Chairman Vi Hong Thanh
requested the Government to refine the draft law in
line with three principles: removing bottlenecks,
ensuring a stable and consistent legal framework,
enhancing decentralization, and cutting unnecessary
procedures. The Committee also approved the 2025
budget allocation and investment plans using surplus
revenue from 2022-2023 and merged investment
plans for post-merger localities. [Viethamnews]
[Tuoitre]

Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City completes
party leadership reshuffle as National
Assembly prepares for major government
appointments

(ms) Vietham is moving ahead with major personnel
and organizational changes as its 14th National
Congress looms on the horizon. As the National
Assembly of Vietnam convenes to address key
government appointments and legislative business,
the southern hub of Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC) has
completed its own local Party leadership transitions —
underscoring how local and national developments are
tightly linked.

On October 17, the National Assembly confirmed its
first agenda item for its final session of the year:
nomination and voting on senior government and
state positions - including the president, prime
minister and parliamentary chair. The session, which
opened on October 19 and will run until December 11,
will also consider 49 bills and four resolutions.
Assembly deputy head Ta Thi Yen emphasized that the
process will be conducted “in a transparent manner.”

The 10th session of the 15th-term National Assembly,
now underway in Hanoi, marks a pivotal moment in
Vietnam's political calendar. Lawmakers are
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deliberating on leadership appointments and major
policy decisions that will shape the country’'s direction
heading into 2026, including new economic targets,
legislative reforms, and institutional restructuring
ahead of the next National Congress.

At the municipal level, HCMC has finalized its new Party
leadership structure in advance of the Congress. At the
first session of the city’'s new Party Committee on
October 14, the Politburo appointed 110 members to
the standing-committee line-up, including seven
standing members. The reappointment of Tran Luu
Quang as Party Secretary ensures continuity, while the
elevation of L& Quéc Phong as Standing Deputy
Secretary brings younger leadership into a key policy-
coordination role. This move follows the administrative
merger of HCMC with the neighboring provinces of
Binh Duong and Ba Ria-Ving Tau, described by
General Secretary T Lam as a “historic turning point.”

The Politburo and Secretariat of the Communist Party
of Vietnam also announced on October 17 that all-level
Party congresses for the 2025-2030 tenure had been
successfully completed. The central leadership
instructed provincial and municipal committees to
finalize leadership appointments and publish local
action programs ahead of the national congress,
reinforcing the country’s drive for synchronized
political alignment.

Together, these developments reflect a wider push by
the central leadership to align local governance and
elite personnel in advance of the National Congress.
The timing signals a deliberate synchronization of
appointments from the national to the metropolitan
level, aimed at strengthening institutional coherence
and offering a more unified reform agenda. Observers
see HCMC's leadership renewal as emblematic of how
Vietnam is blending continuity — through the
reappointment of experienced cadres — with
managed renewal through younger talent to steer its
next phase of growth and governance. [Reuters] [The
Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Pilot national gold exchange to
launch in three phases, starting with raw
gold trading

(hn) Vietnam'’s State Bank announced that the country
will pilot a national gold exchange in three phases,
beginning with raw gold trading, followed by gold bars,
and eventually derivative products once the system
stabilizes.
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At a seminar on October 15, Dao Xuan Tuén, Director
of the Foreign Exchange Management Department,
said the pilot phase will focus on physical gold
transactions within Vietnam, without international
connections. Participants will include gold trading
service providers, settlement banks, and licensed
importers. The second phase will expand to gold bars,
while the final phase will introduce gold-linked funds
and derivatives connected to global markets.

Deputy Governor Pham Tién Diing explained that
limiting early transactions to raw gold will help
increase transparency and control imports and
production. Once stable, the exchange can expand to
include licensed gold bar producers and eventually
move toward digital gold and gold certificates, similar
to international models.

The pilot resolution for the gold exchange is expected
to be submitted in October 2025, following a directive
from General Secretary T6 Lam to explore establishing
a national gold exchange.

Recent regulatory changes also make this plan feasible:
since October 10, banks and businesses can be
licensed to produce gold bars, provided they meet
strict capital requirements — VND 1,000 billion (USD
38.46 million) for firms and VND 50,000 billion (USD
1.923 billion) for banks.

The first exchange participants will include eight major
banks — Agribank, BIDV, VietinBank, Vietcombank, MB,
Techcombank, ACB, and VPBank — as well as licensed
importers and producers. The State Bank has not yet
decided whether to create a single exchange or
multiple competing ones, but favors a “controlled
competition” model to ensure efficient operation.

Management may follow a model where the State
supervises while private firms operate the technical
infrastructure. During the trial, buyers will be required
to deposit 100 percent of transaction value upfront to
reduce counterparty risk. Initially, gold custody may be
held at licensed company warehouses rather than a
central depository until the market matures.
[Vnexpress, in Vietnamese] [Viethamnews]

Vietnam: Ministry of Science and
Technology drafts criteria for electronic
manufacturers to qualify for corporate
income tax incentives
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(hn) The Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) is
drafting a circular to define eligibility criteria for
electronic equipment manufacturing enterprises to
qualify for corporate income tax incentives.

According to the draft, at least 70 per cent of a
company'’s total revenue must come from electronic
equipment manufacturing. Large enterprises must
have an R&D department with at least 10 university-
educated employees, including five Vietnamese
nationals, while small and medium-sized enterprises
must have at least three such employees, including
one Vietnamese.

Enterprises must also spend at least 3 per cent of their
average net revenue over the past three fiscal years on
research, technology development, and innovation.

Foreign-invested enterprises are required to meet the
same conditions. However, if they fail to satisfy one of
the main criteria, they must either (1) transfer
technology to at least one Vietnamese enterprise
within five years, or (2) involve Vietnamese firms in
their value chain, ensuring that 20-30 per cent of
suppliers are Vietnamese and that these firms
contribute at least 20 per cent of the product’s cost.
MoST is currently collecting public feedback on the
draft via its online portal. [Viethamnews]

Vietnam: Prime Minister urges faster
public investment disbursement to drive
2025 economic growth

(hn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has urged
ministries, sectors, and localities to take greater
responsibility in accelerating public investment
disbursement to boost socio-economic growth and
improve living standards. Speaking at a nationwide
conference on October 18, he emphasized that public
investment is a crucial driver for achieving over 8
percent economic growth in 2025 and setting the stage
for double-digit growth in later years.

Public investment capital for the current term has
increased 55 percent compared to the previous one,
with VND 1.11 quadrillion (USD 421.38 million)
allocated for 2025 and a target of 100 percent
disbursement. However, as of October 16, only 50.7
percent had been disbursed, with 29 central agencies
and 18 localities below the national average. The PM
warned that public investment performance will now
be a key criterion for evaluating officials under
Regulation No. 366-QB/TW.
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The Ministry of Finance reported a VND 897 trillion
public investment plan for 2025, of which 97.1 percent
has been allocated. Nine ministries and 16 provinces
exceeded the average disbursement rate. The
government has issued multiple directives and held
numerous meetings to remove bottlenecks and speed
up project execution.

By mid-2025, 455 km of expressways have been
completed and 364 km more are under construction,
with a goal of 3,000 km by the end of 2025. The
government has also strengthened discipline,
transparency, and fund reallocation to ensure
efficiency and timely implementation, contributing to
economic growth, macroeconomic stability, and
sustainable development. [Viethamnews]

Vietham: New legal framework
establishes national venture capital fund
to boost innovation and start-up growth

(hn) Vietnam has introduced a new legal framework for
a national venture capital fund under Decree No.
264/2025/ND-CP, issued on October 15, to boost
investment in innovation, technology, and high-growth
start-ups.

The government will provide an initial VND 500 billion
(about USD 20 million) from the Ministry of Science
and Technology's budget, with charter capital expected
to reach VND 2 trillion (about USD 80 million) within
five years through public and private investment.

The fund will operate under market principles,
focusing on start-ups in high-tech, digital
transformation, and green or circular economy sectors,
aiming to create positive economic, social, and
environmental impacts.

Provincial-level venture funds will also be established,
each supported by local budgets and open to
additional domestic and foreign investment. Both
national and local funds will be formed as enterprises
and allowed to co-invest with other venture capital
funds, hire professional managers, and allocate up to 5
per cent of annual post-tax profits to support start-up
ecosystems.

The Ministry of Science and Technology will represent
state ownership of the national fund, while provincial
people’s committees will oversee local funds. Officials
said the move marks an important step in building
Vietnam's venture capital market, mobilizing private
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investment, and strengthening the innovation
ecosystem. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: Party sets 10 percent growth
goal amid global and domestic headwinds

(ms) Vietnam's ruling Communist Party has outlined an
ambitious plan to accelerate annual economic growth
to at least 10 percent between 2026 and 2030,
according to a draft policy document released ahead of
its upcoming national congress. The target marks a
sharp increase from the 6.5 to 7.0 percent range set
for the current five-year period.

The document, published on the Party’s website,
acknowledges that the country will face “severe”
challenges in achieving this goal. These include slowing
global trade, aging demographics, and the growing
impacts of climate change and natural disasters.
Additionally, Vietham continues to grapple with
technological gaps, corruption risks, and recently
imposed 20 percent tariffs on exports to the United
States—its largest trading partner.

To meet its growth target, the Party plans to promote a
new economic model that positions the private sector
as a “driving force” while maintaining the state’s
“leading role.” Public investment is set to rise, with the
budget deficit expected to widen to around 5 percent
of gross domestic product, compared to an average of
3.1 to 3.2 percent in the 2021-2025 period. Economists
note that Vietnam'’s relatively low public debt—below
35 percent of GDP—offers fiscal room for
expansionary measures.

Officials also aim to raise GDP per capita to USD 8,500
by 2030, nearly doubling current levels. The Party's
draft highlights a rapidly shifting international
landscape, warning of intensified competition among
major powers and noting that “the risk of war is not
excluded” for Vietnam. The congress, expected later
this year, will finalize the country's development
strategy for the next decade. [Channel News Asia]
[Reuters] [The Diplomat]

Vietnam: Hai Phong to launch 6,300-
hectare free trade zone to boost industry
and trade

(hn/ms) Hai Phong, the third biggest and an important
port city Vietnam, has approved the establishment of a
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nearly 6,300-hectare Free Trade Zone (FTZ) to become
a regional hub for manufacturing, logistics, high
technology, and finance.

Managed by the Hai Phong Economic Zone Authority,
the FTZ will include three non-contiguous sites
connected to the Binh V{i-Cat Hai Economic Zone and
the southern coastal area, covering ports, logistics
centers, and trade-service areas operating as non-tariff
zones. Development will occur in two phases: 2025-
2030, focusing on legal frameworks, core
infrastructure, and pilot policies; and 2030-2035,
expanding the zone and attracting high-value
industries such as green manufacturing,
biotechnology, and digital logistics.

The establishment of the FTZ aligns with Vietnam'’s
ongoing strategy to enhance its role in global supply
chains and attract foreign investment amid increasing
regional competition. Authorities view large-scale
special zones such as Hai Phong as a means to
promote high-tech manufacturing, green industry, and
logistics development, while diversifying production
beyond traditional export sectors. The plan is also
consistent with national infrastructure priorities —
including the expansion of expressways, ports, and
digital logistics networks — and with government
targets to raise annual foreign direct investment
inflows to over USD 50 billion by 2030.

The project aims to boost Hai Phong's regional
competitiveness, innovation, and contribution to
national growth and global supply chains, reinforcing
its role as Vietnam'’s key maritime gateway.
[Viethamnews] [Vietnamplus]
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G7, EU move to reduce rare earth
dependence on China

(dqgl) In response to China’s tightened rare earth export
controls (see AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2), the G7
nations and the European Union are coordinating
efforts to reduce reliance on Beijing for critical
minerals and processing technologies. Reports suggest
the bloc is considering price floors to guarantee profits
for non-Chinese suppliers, aiming to shift global supply
chains “from dependence to resilience,” according to
Canada’s Finance Minister Frangois-Philippe
Champagne.

EU Trade Commissioner Maros Sefcovic confirmed that
the bloc is actively coordinating with G7 members
ahead of the G7 Energy and Environment Ministers’
Meeting in Toronto on October 30-31, where
discussions on rare earth security and price floors are
expected to advance.

Chinese commentators, however, criticized the G7's
proposed price floors, arguing that Beijing's scale,
technological expertise, and flexible environmental
standards cannot be easily replicated. They warned
that artificially inflating prices could raise costs for
electric vehicles, wind turbines, and consumer
electronics, and may provoke resistance from major
industrial players such as German automakers. [Asia
Times] [Reuters]

International mediation body
inaugurated in Hong Kong

(dqgl) The International Organisation for Mediation
(IOMed) was officially inaugurated in Hong Kong on
October 20, marking the world's first
intergovernmental body dedicated to mediation. The
inauguration appointed former Hong Kong Justice
Minister Teresa Cheng Yeuk-wah as the organization’s
first secretary-general.

The inauguration of the IOMed capped three years of
development since the initiative was first proposed. Its
foundational Convention, signed in May, drew
participation from 85 countries and 20 international
organizations, with 33 nations officially joining as
founding members. [SCMP] [China Daily]

Besides China, other signatories to the Convent
include: Algeria, Belarus, Benin, Cambodia, Cameroon,
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Republic of the Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Dominica,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea-Bissau,
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, Laos, Mauritania,
Nauru, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New
Guinea, Serbia, Solomon Islands, Sudan, East Timor,
Uganda, Vanuatu, Venezuela and Zimbabwe (see AiR
No. 22, June/2025, 1).

China conducts drills amid US-Philippines
naval exercises

(dgl) Highlighting persisting tensions in the South
China Sea, China launched military drills near the
disputed Scarborough Shoal on October 17, the final
day of joint naval exercises involving the United States,
the Philippines, Japan, Canada, and France.

China’'s Maritime Safety Administration restricted
access to a designated area southwest of the shoal
from noon to 7 p.m. for the drills. The move coincided
with the conclusion of the 12-day U.S.-Philippines-led
Sama Sama exercises, which included live-fire, anti-
submarine, and air-defense drills designed to enhance
coordination and readiness among allied naval forces.
[SCMP 1]

In addition, the same day Beijing deployed maritime
security officers, fighter jets, and new buoys at
Scarborough Shoal in response to recent Philippine
efforts to support fisheries in disputed areas of the
South China Sea. Large patrol vessels of the Maritime
Security Administration, previously implicated in
violent incidents involving Vietnamese fishermen near
the Paracel Islands, arrived at the shoal ahead of a
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) exercise nearby.

The deployment coincides with a buildup of Chinese
military and coast guard assets following an August
collision involving Chinese, Philippine, and U.S. forces
in the area. Beijing has since reinforced its control and
controversially designated the shoal as a “natural
nature reserve,” a move that provides a pretext for
Chinese security operations under the guise of
environmental protection.

The Philippine Coast Guard confirmed the installation
of at least two new Chinese buoys, one inside and one
outside the shoal, and reported the interception of a
PCG aircraft by a Chinese J-16 fighter jet earlier this
week. The presence of H-6 bombers equipped with Y-
12 anti-ship missiles underscores China’s escalating
militarization of the feature. [USNI News]
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The day before, China expelled two Philippine
reconnaissance aircraft from the shoal, alleging they
had entered Chinese airspace, while the Philippines
reported “aggressive interference” from Chinese forces
during routine flights. [China Daily] [SCMP 2]

Japan calls on G7 to monitor excessive
foreign-exchange volatility

(ay) Finance Minister Katsunobu Kato urged his G7
counterparts to remain alert to “excessive and
disorderly” movements in foreign exchange markets,
stressing that recent sharp fluctuations in the yen
could have destabilizing effects on the global economy.

Kato also confirmed a bilateral agreement made last
month on exchange-rate policy with U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent. In a joint statement last
month, Japan and the United States reaffirmed their
support for market-determined exchange rates and
agreed that any intervention should be limited to
addressing excessive volatility.

He noted that political uncertainty and shifting market
expectations have heightened yen swings,
complicating inflation management, and said Tokyo
would act if volatility threatened households or
businesses. [Reuters]

Japan rejects EU plans on global eel trade
restrictions

(ay) The secretariat of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) has recommended the adoption of a proposal
that expands export restrictions to cover all eel
species, a move opposed by Japan, one of the world's
largest eel consumers.

The proposal, submitted by the European Union and
others in June, would require export permits for all eel
trades if adopted at the November-December CITES
conference in Uzbekistan, potentially pushing up prices
in Japan.

Tokyo argues that Japanese eel stocks remain stable
and that international trade poses no extinction risk,
but the CITES secretariat cited evidence of trafficking
involving mislabeled European eels as justification for
tighter controls. [Kyodo News]
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In response, fisheries minister Shinjiro Koizumi
announced plans to coordinate opposition towards the
proposal with like-minded countries to defend its
position. [Nippon.com]

Mongolia, European Investment Bank sign
agreement in green transition
investments

(fs) EIB Global, the European Investment Bank's
development arm, has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Mongolian government,
potentially unlocking up to EUR 1 billion (USD 1.08
billion) in investments.

The partnership, unveiled at the Mongolia-EU Business
and Investment Forum in Ulaanbaatar, aims to
advance Mongolia’s green transition through projects
in renewable energy, modern power networks, and
sustainable transport.

The focus will be on diversifying Mongolia's energy mix
and enhancing clean, affordable, and secure energy,
alongside opportunities in digital, transport, health,
education, and research. EIB Global will collaborate
with Mongolian authorities to prepare eligible projects,
with the potential investment depending on the
development of the project pipeline. [Azertag]

France, Australia deploy forces to Japan to
enforce U.N. North Korea sanctions

(dqgl) France and Australia have joined U.S. allies in
deploying military forces to Japan to support U.N.
sanctions enforcement against North Korea. Operating
from Okinawa, their aircraft and naval vessels monitor
illicit North Korean activities at sea, including ship-to-
ship transfers, alongside forces from Canada, Italy,
New Zealand, and the U.K. Such operations in the East
China and Yellow Seas frequently provoke
interceptions by Chinese forces, sometimes resulting
in “unsafe and unprofessional” encounters.

Australia’s P-8A patrol aircraft and France's Falcon 50M
aircraft, along with a French surveillance frigate, are
conducting missions from early October through mid-
November, marking France's first use of this aircraft
type in the sanction effort.

The deployments coincide with North Korea's ongoing
missile advancements, including the recent unveiling of
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the Hwasong-20 intercontinental ballistic missile,
capable of striking anywhere in the U.S., underscoring
heightened regional and global security risks.
[Newsweek] [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

India, Pakistan, and Vietham among new
members elected to UN Human Rights
Council for 2026-2028 term

(Im) The United Nations General Assembly has elected
Pakistan, India, and Vietnam, along with Iraq, to the UN
Human Rights Council (HRC) for a three-year term
beginning on January 1, 2026, expanding Asia’s
representation within the 47-member Geneva-based
body. The vote, held on October 14, also brought in
Angola, Chile, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Italy, Mauritius,
Slovenia, South Africa, and the United Kingdom. For
the Asia-Pacific region, the newly elected members
replace Bangladesh, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, and
Vietnam's previous term, all of which will conclude at
the end of 2025.

The new configuration means that Asia’s delegation to
the Council will include China, Indonesia, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Thailand, Qatar, and the Marshall
Islands as continuing members, joined by Pakistan,
India, Irag, and Vietnam for the 2026-2028 term.

Pakistan has pledged to use its new term to advocate
for global equity and raise human rights concerns in
Palestine and Indian-administered Kashmir. India has
emphasized democratic governance, women'’s
empowerment, and technology-driven inclusion, while
Vietnam has focused on socioeconomic rights,
sustainable development, and climate resilience. [Arab
News] [United Nations]

UN agencies warn of worsening Rohingya
crisis in Bangladesh as South Korea
pledges new humanitarian support

(Im) The humanitarian situation for more than 1.1
million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh is
deteriorating sharply amid global funding cuts,
prompting renewed warnings from the World Food
Programme (WFP) and UNICEF, even as South Korea
announced a fresh USD 5 million contribution to the
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR).

During an October 14 meeting in Rome, WFP acting
executive director Carl Skau assured Chief Adviser
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Muhammad Yunus that the agency remains committed
to sustaining food aid for the 1.3 million Rohingyas
currently in Bangladesh, emphasizing the need for new
international funding sources to maintain the USD 12
monthly food stipend per refugee. Both also discussed
ways to bolster food security through programs such
as Bangladesh's new school feeding initiative. [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

At the same time, UNICEF warned that humanitarian
services in the refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar and
Bhasan Char—which now host over a million refugees,
including about 150,000 who fled renewed violence in
Myanmar’s Rakhine State since early 2024—are
nearing collapse. The agency cited rising child
malnutrition, expanding recruitment by armed groups,
and the possible closure of education and sanitation
programs as funding is projected to fall by half in early
2026. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Against this backdrop, South Korea has reaffirmed its
support through a USD 5 million donation to UNHCR,
aimed at strengthening disability inclusion and
ensuring continued access to clean cooking gas in the
camps. The funds will provide assistive devices,
psychosocial support, and accessible facilities for
persons with disabilities while continuing the LPG
program introduced in 2018, which has improved
safety for women and children and reduced
deforestation.

South Korea's ambassador said the new funding brings
Seoul's total 2025 contribution to USD 10 million,
including a rice donation, underscoring what he called
his country’s “steadfast humanitarian partnership” with
Bangladesh at a time of unprecedented strain on the
global refugee response. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Western pressure mounts on India over
Russian oil as Trump warns of tariffs

(Im) The United States has stepped up pressure on
India to curb imports of Russian oil, with President
Donald Trump warning that New Delhi will continue to
face “massive” tariffs unless it ends such purchases.
Trump claimed Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
promised to stop buying Russian crude, but India’s
foreign ministry said it was not aware of any such
conversation. While Washington maintains that India
has already halved Russian oil imports, Indian industry
data indicate no immediate decline, with September-
October volumes remaining high at around one-third
of India’s total imports—approximately 1.75 to 1.9
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million barrels per day. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [Reuters
3] [Reuters 4]

The United Kingdom has added further pressure by
sanctioning Russia’s state-linked oil producers Rosneft
and Lukoil, as well as India’s Russian-owned Nayara
refinery and several Chinese logistics assets,
expanding the compliance perimeter around Russian
energy flows. Moscow, however, expressed confidence
that cooperation with India will continue, citing long-
term energy ties. [Reuters 5] [Reuters 6]

Amid these cross-pressures, New Delhi appears to be
hedging its strategy. State refiners plan to source
about ten percent of their 2026 liquefied petroleum
gas supply from the United States, cutting back orders
from Middle Eastern suppliers, in line with India’s
commitment to raise U.S. energy purchases from USD
10 billion to USD 25 billion. Refiners such as Mangalore
Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL) are
exploring alternative discounted crude sources while
maintaining that buying Russian grades remains
economically advantageous. [Reuters 7] [Reuters 8]

The dispute over Russian oil has become entangled
with broader U.S.-India trade tensions. Washington'’s
50 percent tariffs on Indian goods—half imposed in
retaliation for the Russian oil trade—have sharply hit
Indian exports, which fell by about 25 percent in
September and nearly 40 percent over four months,
from USD 8.8 billion in May to USD 5.5 billion in
September. Labor-intensive sectors such as textiles,
gems, jewelry, and chemicals have suffered the most,
widening India’s trade deficit to USD 32.15 billion.
[BBC]

Nevertheless, both governments describe ongoing
negotiations for a bilateral trade deal as “cordial.”
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal stressed that no
agreement will be signed unless India’s farmers,
fishermen, and small and medium enterprises are
protected. The talks aim to conclude an initial
agreement by late 2025 and expand bilateral trade—
currently about USD 191 billion—to USD 500 billion by
2030, though unresolved disputes over agriculture,
digital trade, and intellectual property continue to
weigh on progress. [The Times of India]

EU Council adopts new strategy to expand
political, economic, and security
partnership with India

(Im) The European Union (EU) Council — which
represents the governments of the EU’s 27 member
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states and sets the bloc's political direction — has
adopted a new strategy to deepen cooperation with
India across political, economic, and security domains.
The move coincides with accelerated negotiations for a
comprehensive EU-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
which both sides now aim to finalize by the end of
2025 after the fourteenth round of talks earlier this
month in Brussels.

The New Strategic EU-India Agenda broadens
collaboration in defense, trade, technology, energy
transition, and global governance. It focuses on
securing supply chains, fostering joint innovation in
green and digital technologies, and strengthening
defense coordination through dialogue and capacity-
building programs. The plan also highlights
cooperation on connectivity, maritime security, and
climate governance in multilateral settings.

The FTA remains central to this evolving partnership,
with progress already made on chapters covering
customs, intellectual property, and trade facilitation.
Outstanding issues include market access for
automobiles and spirits, as well as alignment on
sustainability and carbon regulations. If concluded, the
deal would establish one of the world's largest trade
frameworks, linking the EU’s USD 18 trillion economy
with India’s USD 4.1 trillion market.

For India, the strategy supports its push to diversify
strategic and economic ties beyond China and the
United States. For the EU, it reflects a deeper pivot
toward the Indo-Pacific and recognition of India’s role
as a key partner in securing critical technologies and
supply chains. Both sides plan to finalize a detailed
roadmap ahead of the 2026 EU-India summit in New
Delhi. [The Economic Times]

Egypt links progress on India-Europe
corridor to Palestinian issue amid Red Sea
disruptions

(Im) Egypt has said that resolving the Palestinian
question is essential to advancing the U.S.-backed
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), a
maritime and rail initiative connecting India to Europe
via the Arabian Peninsula. The corridor — announced
during the 2023 Group of 20 summit as a strategic
alternative to China’s Belt and Road Initiative — is
designed to link India with the United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel, and onward to Europe.

During his visit to New Delhi, Egyptian Foreign Minister
Badr Abdelatty stated that true regional connectivity
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would depend on a final settlement of the Palestinian
issue, warning that ongoing instability in Gaza and
related conflicts could hinder cooperation. He added
that Egypt, which has maintained mediation roles in
regional crises, is open to formally joining the IMEC
framework.

Abdelatty also highlighted that Red Sea disruptions
caused by Houthi attacks — launched in solidarity with
Palestinians — have cut Suez Canal traffic by about 60
percent, costing Egypt over USD 9 billion in lost
revenue. The minister met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Indian business leaders, encouraging Indian
investment in the Suez Canal Economic Zone, where
Egypt already hosts industrial zones for Chinese and
Russian firms. He proposed establishing a dedicated
Indian industrial zone as part of deepening bilateral
cooperation. [Reuters]

One in eight children in South Asia has
suffered sexual abuse

(Im) A new global study has found that one in every
eight children in South Asia has experienced sexual
abuse before the age of 18, underscoring what
researchers describe as an “epidemic of hidden
exploitation” across the region.

The findings come from the Into the Light Index 2025,
published by Childlight, a global child safety data
institute. Based on survey data from India, Nepal, and
Sri Lanka, the report estimates that 12.5 percent of all
children—equivalent to roughly 54 million across the
three countries—have faced sexual assault or rape in
childhood. Girls are disproportionately affected, with
14.5 percent reporting abuse compared to 11.5
percent of boys. The report cautions that the real
figure is likely higher due to underreporting and gaps
in national data.

The research also highlights an alarming rise in
technology-facilitated sexual exploitation, including
online grooming, non-consensual sharing of images,
and live-streamed abuse. Childlight recorded a 1,325
percent surge in Al-generated child sexual abuse
material (CSAM) over the past year, including
“deepfake” images using real children'’s faces.

According to data compiled from the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) and
INHOPE, India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan account for
nearly all CSAM cases originating from South Asia, with
more than four million reports in 2024 alone. When
measured proportionally, however, the Maldives
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recorded the highest rate at 94 cases per 10,000
people, followed by Bangladesh (64.1), Pakistan (41.3),
and Nepal (19.4).

The report also identifies a growing share of “self-
generated” content created by minors, warning that
coercion, manipulation, and peer pressure increasingly
blur the line between voluntary behavior and abuse.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Islamabad accelerates mining diplomacy
as China rejects claims of retaliation over
US-Pakistan mineral cooperation

(Im) Pakistan is intensifying its campaign to attract
global investment in its critical minerals and mining
sector, using international forums and domestic
reforms to position itself as a key player in the global
resource transition. The strategy has coincided with
diplomatic frictions between major powers, as China
denied reports that its recent rare earth export
restrictions were linked to US-Pakistan cooperation in
mineral supply chains.

Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik is representing
Pakistan at the International Mining and Resources
Conference (IMARC) in Sydney (October 21-23), where
he is expected to hold bilateral meetings with
Australian and global mining executives on critical
minerals exploration, energy transition, and
sustainable extraction. The event, which gathers over
500 international mining companies, marks Pakistan’s
latest effort to showcase its reserves of gold, copper,
and lithium to potential investors. [Arab News 1]

Islamabad has made the mining sector central to its
economic recovery plan, arguing that foreign
investment could help rebuild fiscal reserves and
diversify exports. The government has courted interest
from the United States, Saudi Arabia, China, and
Turkiye, while Washington has identified Pakistan as a
potential partner in strategic mineral supply
diversification. Pakistan also hosted a high-level
international minerals summit earlier this year to
expand global partnerships.

Beijing, meanwhile, has dismissed as unfounded
reports suggesting that its recently announced rare
earth export controls were imposed in response to
Pakistan's first shipment of rare earth elements to the
United States under a USD 500 million framework
agreement signed earlier this year. Chinese authorities
described the new export measures as lawful and
transparent, emphasizing that they were aimed at
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safeguarding national security and meeting
international non-proliferation obligations. They also
denied claims that Pakistan had used Chinese mining
technology for the shipment and said Islamabad had
assured Beijing that its cooperation with Washington
would not undermine Chinese interests. [Arab News 2]

At home, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif inaugurated
the upgraded Geoscience Advanced Research
Laboratories (GARL) in Islamabad on October 17, a
step designed to bolster Pakistan's technical capacity
for mineral exploration and strengthen investor
confidence. The laboratories can generate analytical
data recognized by international mining companies
and financial institutions, enhancing Pakistan’s
credibility as a destination for large-scale resource
investment. The modernization aligns with the Special
Investment Facilitation Council's reform agenda to
attract foreign capital into strategic sectors, including
mining and energy.

Pakistan estimates its untapped mineral wealth—
including copper, gold, lithium, coal, rock salt, and iron
ore—at around USD 6 trillion, yet the sector
contributes only 3.2 percent to GDP and accounts for
less than 0.1 percent of global mineral trade. The
government now seeks to change this by combining
foreign outreach with institutional modernization. The
upgraded laboratories will also support new research
on rare earth elements, with early findings of
neodymium, praseodymium, and antimony reserves in
multiple regions. U.S.-based Strategic Metals has
already received an initial consignment of Pakistani
mineral samples, underscoring renewed international
interest in the country’s mining potential and its
growing relevance in the global race for critical
resources. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan’s finance chief projects economic
liberalization as catalyst for ‘East Asia
moment’ and seeks deeper ties with US,
China, and Japan

(Im) Pakistan's finance minister has positioned the
country’s ongoing reform drive as the foundation for
an “East Asia moment,” arguing that liberalization and
structural transformation could shift Pakistan from
crisis management to sustained, export-led growth.
Speaking in Washington during the IMF-World Bank
Annual Meetings, he said Pakistan's economy is
moving beyond protectionism toward competitiveness,
with reforms in taxation, energy, privatization, and
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fiscal management now gaining external recognition
from global rating agencies and the IMF.

The government's agenda, he explained, is focused on
dismantling long-standing industrial protections,
liberalizing tariffs, and encouraging private-sector
expansion. Islamabad views these steps as essential to
improving productivity, investment inflows, and export
capacity, while consolidating macroeconomic stability
achieved under the USD 7 billion IMF program.

On the sidelines of the meetings, the finance minister
held high-level discussions with officials from the
United States, China, and Japan to deepen cooperation
across finance, digital transformation, and
infrastructure. Talks with U.S. counterparts covered
the digitization of financial services, mineral
development, and the broader technology sector.
Meetings with China focused on new investments in
ICT, agriculture, and mining, as well as support for
Pakistan's Panda Bond issuance and potential
membership in the New Development Bank.
Engagement with Japan’s Bank for International
Cooperation centered on its formal entry into the Reko
Dig mining consortium, a key project expected to
generate long-term foreign investment in Balochistan.

The finance minister also highlighted tax
modernization efforts that have raised Pakistan's tax-
to-GDP ratio from 8.8 to 10.2 percent through
digitalization and anti-evasion measures. Addressing
investors, he argued that improved fiscal discipline,
sovereign credit upgrades, and renewed confidence in
Pakistan's policy direction position the country for a
phase of outward-looking, reform-driven growth akin
to that once seen across East Asia. [Arab News] [Arab
News]

Pakistan expands maritime diplomacy
with plans to model ports on Egypt’s Suez
Canal and build direct shipping link with
Sudan

(Im) Pakistan is advancing an ambitious maritime
strategy aimed at turning its ports into regional trade
and industrial hubs by replicating Egypt's Suez Canal
free zone model and establishing new shipping links
with African partners, including Sudan. The initiatives
reflect Islamabad’s push to leverage its coastline and
strategic location to diversify trade routes, attract
foreign investment, and enhance regional connectivity.
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During talks with Egypt's Ambassador Ihab Mohamed
Abdelhamid Hassan, Maritime Affairs Minister
Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry announced plans
to develop port-based free economic zones modeled
on Egypt's Suez Canal Economic Zone—a 460-square-
kilometer corridor known for its tax incentives,
manufacturing infrastructure, and logistics facilities.
Egypt has offered technical assistance in designing
regulatory frameworks for these zones, which Pakistan
hopes will boost investment in shipbuilding, logistics,
and export-oriented industries around its deep-sea
ports.

Chaudhry also proposed setting up “Pakistan Houses”
in Africa, Central Asia, and Egypt to promote trade and
investment partnerships, while Egyptian officials
expressed interest in expanding port connectivity and
praised Pakistan's export competitiveness in sectors
such as pharmaceuticals, leather goods, and rice. [Arab
News]

In a separate meeting with Sudan’s Ambassador Salih
Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Siddig, Pakistan offered
technical support for the modernization of Port Sudan,
which handles around 90 percent of Sudan’s
international trade and serves as a vital gateway for
several landlocked African nations. Both sides
discussed creating a direct shipping line between Port
Sudan and Pakistani ports, a move expected to cut
transport costs and strengthen supply chain links
between East Africa, the Middle East, and South Asia.

Chaudhry said Pakistan is currently digitizing and
automating its own port systems using Al-driven
logistics and smart management tools, and could help
Sudan adopt similar technologies. [Arab News]

Brunei becomes member of Inter-
Parliamentary Union

(dgl) Brunei has formally joined the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) as its 183rd member, following the IPU
Governing Council's unanimous approval of the
Legislative Council's membership during its meeting in
Geneva on October 20.

In his acceptance remarks, Speaker Datuk Seri Setia
Abdul Rahman Datuk Setia Mohamed Taib reaffirmed
Brunei's commitment to advancing the IPU’s objectives
of peace, good governance, and sustainable
development. [The Star]
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Indonesia encourages collaboration with
Mekong nations

(gp) Indonesia is strengthening its economic
cooperation with Mekong Basin countries —
Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam —
through initiatives focused on energy security, trade,
and technology transfer. Multiple Indonesian
government officials highlighted these efforts at the
2nd Indonesia-Mekong Basin Connect Forum held
October 16.

The forum, organized in collaboration with Indonesia's
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, brought
together public and private sector stakeholders from
the Mekong region. Panel discussions featured
representatives from the Mekong River Commission
Secretariat, Asian Development Bank, and Asia Pacific
Energy Research Center, addressing the future of
energy security cooperation in Southeast Asia.

Speaking at a forum panel, Deputy Foreign Minister
Arif Havas Oegroseno emphasized that the transition
to clean, renewable energy cannot be accomplished in
isolation, stating, “We need to work together to open
access to new financing, expand technology, and
ensure the benefits are felt throughout the region.”
Specifically, Indonesia is encouraging the joint
development of new energy sources, including plans to
establish solar panel development centers and utilize
carbon credits as innovative financing solutions for
clean energy projects. [VOI]

Further, Indonesia’s ambassador to Cambodia, Santo
Darmosumarto, stressed that the country should
diversify its economic partnerships beyond its usual
partners like China, Japan, South Korea, and Singapore.
He identified Cambodia as having a strategic position
that could serve as a platform for deeper cooperation
with neighboring Mekong countries. As global powers
have become less reliable allies, Indonesia's push to
deepen cooperation with its neighbors follows a trend
among ASEAN members of increasingly localized
partnerships. [Antara]

EU rules out sending observers to
Myanmar election, calls for ASEAN
pressure

(anl) European Union Commissioner Kajsa Ollongren
reported that the European Union (EU) will not send
observers to Myanmar's upcoming election, calling the
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vote neither free nor fair and urging Southeast Asian
nations to “push for change.”

Speaking ahead of the ASEAN summit in Kuala
Lumpur, Ollongren urged neighboring countries—
particularly ASEAN members—to take a firmer stance.
She stated that if Myanmar remains unstable, it is a
source of instability for the whole region, emphasizing
the number one concern for all ASEAN countries.

The EU’s position comes as ASEAN prepares to discuss
the junta-organized elections and whether to send
regional observers. The bloc's five-point consensus,
agreed upon in 2021, calls for an immediate ceasefire
and inclusive political dialogue—steps the Myanmar
military has largely ignored.

Meanwhile, Naypyidaw has already conceded that the
planned December 28 election will not take place in
roughly one in seven parliamentary constituencies,
many of them active conflict zones.

Ollongren called on all parties in Myanmar to end the
violence and engage in genuine dialogue. She added
that only through a true political process can Myanmar
transition to peace and eventually hold free and fair
elections. Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has
promoted the December vote as a step toward
reconciliation, but international observers, including a
UN expert and Amnesty International, have dismissed
it as an attempt to legitimize continued military rule.
[The Irrawaddy]

Former officials and UN experts urge
ASEAN to denounce Myanmar junta'’s
election

(su) On October 14, a group of former Southeast Asian
officials and UN experts issued a joint statement
urging ASEAN to reject Myanmar's planned December
2025 election, calling it a “sham” and demanding a
strategic reset at the bloc's upcoming 47th Summit.

Signatories included Saifuddin Abdullah (former
Malaysian foreign minister), Kasit Piromya (former Thai
foreign minister), Leila de Lima (former Philippine
justice secretary and senator), and three former UN
Myanmar experts from the Special Advisory Council for
Myanmar (SAC-M).

The statement argued the planned election fails to
meet minimum democratic benchmarks outlined by
Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan on
October 9, including nationwide participation, freedom
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for political parties, and credible electoral processes. It
called on ASEAN to publicly reject the polls, expand
bans on junta representatives across all levels of
ASEAN engagement, and develop a new strategy
prioritizing a ceasefire, release of political prisoners,
inclusive political dialogue, and accountability for
international crimes.

The group urged ASEAN to intensify diplomatic
coordination with the National Unity Government,
ethnic resistance groups, consultative bodies, civil
society, and UN agencies, and to create a formal
platform to support negotiations for a new federal
democratic constitution. It also called for supporting
international justice mechanisms, including courts
exercising universal jurisdiction. [Mizzima]

Myanmar UN envoy warns junta elections
will worsen poverty and instability

(su) Myanmar's Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, U Kyaw Moe Tun, warned that the
military regime’s planned elections will intensify
violence, deepen poverty, and worsen food insecurity
across the country. Speaking during a UN discussion
on poverty reduction and food security, the envoy said
the junta’s continued violence, aid restrictions, and
economic collapse have driven millions into extreme
hardship.

Citing UNDP data, he noted that Myanmar’'s poverty
rate nearly doubled from 24.8 percent in 2017 to 49.7
percent in 2023, with urban poverty in Yangon
increasing from 10 to 43 percent over the same period.
Myanmar now ranks fifth globally for severe food
insecurity.

U Kyaw Moe Tun urged the international community to
reject the junta’s planned December 28 election,
describing it as a fraudulent process aimed at
entrenching military rule, and called for renewed
global support toward ending military control and
restoring a federal democratic union. [Mizzima]

Human Rights Watch urges ASEAN to act
on Myanmar crisis ahead of regional
summits

(anl) On October 17, Human Rights Watch (HRW) called
on Southeast Asian governments to take decisive
action to address Myanmar's escalating human rights
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crisis ahead of the upcoming ASEAN and East Asia
Summits scheduled in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from
October 26 to 28, 2025.

HRW urged regional leaders to reject the junta's
planned elections, support Myanmar refugees, and
condemn ongoing military atrocities. The organization
also emphasized the need for increased humanitarian
aid and accountability for war crimes committed by the
Myanmar military since the February 2021 coup.

According to HRW, more than 3.5 million people have
been displaced by conflict and abuses over the past
four years. The junta has intensified its campaign of
repression in response to widespread armed
resistance, carrying out airstrikes and artillery attacks
on residential areas, schools, displacement camps, and
medical facilities. Civilians continue to face fear,
arbitrary arrests, forced conscription, and torture
under military control.

The rights group urged ASEAN and its partners to take
stronger, coordinated measures to protect civilians
and promote accountability. This includes engaging
with pro-democracy actors, pressuring the junta to end
attacks on civilians, and expanding cross-border
humanitarian assistance for those fleeing violence into
neighboring countries. [Mizzima]

China deepens military and coastguard
operations, sparking friction with the
Philippines, Vietnam, and Australia

(ms) China has intensified its military and coastguard
coordination across the South China Sea, escalating
tensions with multiple regional powers. In recent days,
a PLA Navy tanker was spotted refueling a coastguard
vessel near the disputed Scarborough Shoal, marking a
deepening hybrid presence in waters claimed by the
Philippines. Simultaneously, Chinese coastguard ships
conducted patrols around Vietnam-controlled reefs in
the Spratly Islands, reinforcing Beijing's territorial
ambitions under the guise of routine operations.
Farther south, Australia lodged a diplomatic protest
after a Chinese fighter jet released flares dangerously
close to an Australian surveillance aircraft — the latest
in a string of unsafe encounters. Together, these
incidents underscore a pattern of increasingly
assertive Chinese maneuvers by sea and air, testing
the limits of regional tolerance and raising the risk of
accidental escalation in one of the world’s most
contested maritime regions.

China-Philippines
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According to data released by the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) and reported by ABS-CBN, at least two
Chinese navy warships, four CCG ships, and several
maritime militia vessels were observed operating in
formation near Scarborough Shoal on Friday. The
Qinghaihu, a Type 908 replenishment oiler of the PLA
Southern Theatre Command, appeared to be
conducting a refueling operation with a CCG vessel — a
rare occurrence suggesting joint patrol or blockade
activity.

The operation coincided with joint military drills
between the United States, the Philippines, Japan, and
other partners under the Sama Sama exercises (see
separate article). China's Maritime Safety
Administration had earlier issued a navigational
warning about “military training” southwest of the
shoal, declaring the area off-limits to foreign ships.

Scarborough Shoal, known in China as Huangyan Dao
and in the Philippines as Bajo de Masinloc, has been
under Chinese control since 2012, despite a 2016
international tribunal ruling that rejected Beijing's
sweeping claims. Recent months have seen a series of
dangerous incidents, including an August collision
between a PLA Navy destroyer and a CCG cutter while
both pursued a Philippine patrol vessel.

The U.S. Army’s 8th Theater Sustainment Command
later characterized the collision as “reckless and
unlawful,” accusing China of weaponizing maritime law
(“lawfare”) to justify violations within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). Manila’s defense
department condemned Beijing's claim of sovereignty
as “flatly contradicted by official maps and
international treaties.”

In response, China’s Defense Ministry warned the
Philippines to “abandon unrealistic illusions” and
vowed to defend territorial sovereignty. Analysts say
such rhetoric and naval activity reflect a sustained
effort by Beijing to cement de facto control of the shoal
through hybrid operations involving navy, coastguard,
and militia assets. [Anadolu Ajansi] [Indo-Pacific
Defense Forum] [South China Morning Post 1]

China-Vietnam

In a parallel development, Chinese coastguard vessels
have expanded their patrols around reefs and islets
controlled by Vietnam in the Spratly Islands, according
to maritime tracking data. Three ships — identified by
hull numbers 4301, 5009, and 21559 — departed from
a Chinese base on Mischief Reef on October 17, circling
several reefs before returning two days later.
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These included Grierson Reef, Pearson Reef, Alison
Reef, and Tennent Reef, many of which have
undergone extensive Viethamese land reclamation and
infrastructure upgrades since 2021. The patrol, though
unaccompanied by reported confrontations, comes
amid renewed emphasis from Beijing and Hanoi on
“properly handling maritime issues.”

Analysts note that while China’s coastguard has
clashed repeatedly with the Philippines, it has largely
avoided open confrontation with Vietnam in recent
years, preferring symbolic patrols to reinforce
territorial claims. Still, the coordinated deployment of
large patrol vessels underscores Beijing's intent to
maintain a constant presence across multiple fronts of
the South China Sea dispute, including areas within
Vietnam's claimed EEZ. [South China Morning Post 2]

China-Australia

Tensions are also rising farther south. On October 19,
Australia lodged a diplomatic protest after a Chinese
fighter jet released flares dangerously close to an
Australian P-8A Poseidon patrol aircraft over the South
China Sea, in what Canberra described as an “unsafe
and unprofessional” act.

Australian Defence Minister Richard Marles said the
encounter occurred during a routine maritime patrol.
While no damage or injuries were reported, the
incident represented yet another in a growing list of
close calls between Australian and Chinese forces at
sea and in the air. The People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
Air Force claimed the Australian aircraft had “illegally
intruded” into Chinese airspace — an assertion
Canberra firmly rejects.

Marles stressed that Australia would continue
operations in international waters and airspace to
uphold the rules-based order and freedom of
navigation under international law. “We will continue
to fly, sail, and operate wherever international law
allows,” he said.

The encounter followed a series of similar
confrontations, including flare and sonar incidents
involving Chinese jets and Australian naval divers in
2024 and early 2025. Analysts believe these aggressive
maneuvers are part of China’s broader strategy to
intimidate Western militaries and dissuade joint
patrols with the United States, Japan, and the
Philippines. [ABC] [BBC]
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Philippines to push for major energy deals
with ASEAN members

(ghd) The Philippines is set to finalize several energy
agreements with its neighbors on collaborations for
grid, petroleum, renewable energy (RE), and nuclear
power before the upcoming ASEAN Energy meetings.
Additionally, the Philippines aims to push for greater
regional cooperation to achieve reliable, cleaner and
affordable energy during the ASEAN Ministers on
Energy Meeting, held from October 14 to 17 in
Malaysia.

These efforts come as a new ADB report highlights
significant challenges facing the region, including rising
energy demand from data centers and difficulties in
transitioning away from coal. The report notes that the
demand for power is set to surge, with the Philippines’
data center capacity alone expected to more than
triple from 45 to 153 megawatts. This growth will
increase operational costs and environmental impact,
a challenge compounded by monopolized electricity
markets in the region and a low share of renewable
energy in the region's power mix. Thus, the ADB
highlighted the importance of innovative financing and
policy support to ease the transition of ASEAN
members from coal to renewable energy sources.
[Manila Bulletin]

Philippines, EU target trade deal by 2027

(ghd) The EU and the Philippines are aiming to finalize
a comprehensive free trade agreement (FTA) before
the latter’s current preferential trade access to the bloc
expires in 2027.

EU Ambassador to the Philippines Santoro stated that
the parties are set to begin the fourth round of
negotiations next week. The urgency is driven by the
looming expiration of the Philippines' status under the
Generalized Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+), which
allows over 6,000 Philippine products to enter the EU
market with zero tariffs, coupled with geo-economic
concerns stemming from the US' trade policies.

An FTA would make these trade benefits permanent
and potentially expand them, providing long-term
stability and a significant boost for Philippine
exporters. The EU is a major market for the
Philippines, currently standing as its fifth-largest
trading partner.

Free trade talks between the parties were initiated in
2015 during the Aquino administration, but was
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paused in 2017 due to concerns over then President
Duterte’s campaign against drugs. The current talks
were resumed in March 2024. [GMA News]

U.S.-led crackdown on cyber scam
empires places Thailand under scrutiny

(msz/bk/Im) Thailand is finding itself under renewed
scrutiny following a U.S.-U.K. coordinated crackdown
on Prince Holding Group, a Cambodia-based
conglomerate accused of operating one of Asia's
largest cyberfraud and forced-labor networks. The
Western operation has amplified pressure across
Southeast Asia to dismantle transnational scam
syndicates that have exploited tens of thousands of
trafficked workers in Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos, and
beyond.

According to the United Nations, more than 100,000
people in Cambodia and 120,000 in Myanmar remain
trapped in similar scam compounds, while Thailand,
Laos, the Philippines, and Timor-Leste have emerged
as secondary hubs or transit points.

Against this backdrop, last week, the U.S. Department
of Justice and Treasury Department announced the
seizure of nearly USD 15 billion in Bitcoin and the
indictment of Chen Zhu (also known as Chen Zhi), a
U.K.-Cambodian businessman and chairman of Prince
Holding Group, in what officials described as the
largest cryptocurrency forfeiture in American history.
Prosecutors allege that Chen and his associates
operated detention-like compounds in Cambodia
where victims were forced into “pig-butchering” scams
—fraudulent investment schemes designed to defraud
investors worldwide. The U.K. government
simultaneously froze 19 properties in London worth
over USD 134 million and sanctioned the Prince Group
and four affiliated firms—]Jin Bei Group, Golden
Fortune Resorts World, Byex Exchange, and Prince
Group itself—on charges of forced labor, torture, and
cyber-enabled financial fraud. [Al Jaazera] [BBC] [OPB]

Notably, the U.S. indictment explicitly identified
Thailand as a logistical and financial base for parts of
the USD 15 billion operation, placing the country in an
uncomfortable international spotlight [The Nation 1]

In Bangkok, Thai authorities and several major
corporations have moved swiftly to distance
themselves from the controversy. Prince International
Company Limited, a Bangkok-based real estate
brokerage, denied any connection to Chen Zhu or
Prince Holding Group, explaining that it merely leases
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space in Sino-Thai Tower, a property managed by HTR
Company Limited, a subsidiary of Sino-Thai
Engineering and Construction Plc (STEC). STEC, one of
Thailand's largest infrastructure firms founded by
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's father, stated that
all leasing agreements comply with Thai law and that
neither the firm nor its subsidiaries are linked to any
unlawful activity.

To protect its reputation, STEC filed a defamation
complaint against People’s Party MPs Suphanat
Minchaiynunt and Rukchanok Srinork, who had
suggested on social media that the company’s
subsidiaries were connected to the alleged scam
network. [Bangkok Post 1]

Other prominent real estate developers, including SC
Asset Corporation—owned by the Shinawatra family—
and Sansiri Plc, co-founded by former prime minister
Srettha Thavisin, publicly rejected speculation of any
ties to the Prince network. [Bangkok Post 2] [The
Nation 2]

The controversy also generated political turbulence
after online reports falsely claimed that South Korean
Prime Minister Kim Min-seok possessed a list of seven
Thai politicians allegedly connected to Cambodia-
based scams. Both the South Korean embassy in
Bangkok and the Thai government dismissed the story
as baseless. Prime Minister Anutin said he had
personally spoken with South Korean President Lee
Jae-myung on October 16 and that the issue was never
raised. [Bangkok Post 3]

Amid the mounting scrutiny, Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul instructed the Internal Security
Operations Command (ISCO) to lead a coordinated
campaign against scam syndicates and cross-border
call-center operations. The order, issued during ISOC's
first board meeting in Bangkok, emphasized real-time
intelligence sharing, interagency coordination, and
enhanced regional cooperation with Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, China, South Korea, and the United States.
[Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]

In parallel, Thailand's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
welcomed the U.S. and U.K. sanctions, describing them
as “fully aligned” with Bangkok's anti-scam strategy.
Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow confirmed
that the issue was raised during Anutin’s visit to Laos
and will feature prominently at the ASEAN Summit in
Kuala Lumpur, where Thailand intends to push for
recognition of cyberfraud and human trafficking as
regional security priorities. [Bangkok Post 6] [The
Nation 3]
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More recently, in a notable twist, Thailand and
Cambodia have jointly co-sponsored a proposed
emergency resolution at the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) Assembly in Geneva, describing global cyberfraud
as “an attack on humanity.” The motion, which also
carries China’s support, calls for enhanced
international legal cooperation, data sharing, and
accountability for digital platforms that facilitate online
fraud. [Bangkok Post 4]

India optimistic about completing
trilateral highway with Myanmar and
Thailand within three years

(Im) India’s Ministry of Development of the North
Eastern Region (DoNER) has expressed confidence that
the long-delayed India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT)
Trilateral Highway could be completed within the next
two to three years, despite ongoing political instability
in Myanmar. The project, also known as the Friendship
Highway, is a 1,360-kilometer four-lane route
connecting Moreh in India’s Manipur state with Mae
Sot in Thailand's Tak province via Myanmar.

The highway is a central pillar of India’s “Act East”
policy, designed to boost regional trade and
connectivity under the ASEAN-India Free Trade
Agreement, which came into force in 2010. Progress
has been gradual since the inauguration of the 160-
kilometer India-Myanmar Friendship Road in 2001,
with ongoing construction on the 120.74-kilometer
Kalewa-Yagyi section and 69 bridges along the 149.70-
kilometer Tamu-Kyigone-Kalewa segment.

India has also proposed extending the route under the
East-West Economic Corridor to link Vietnam,
Malaysia, and Singapore. However, the DoNER
acknowledged that further progress depends on
Myanmar's political situation. If stability improves,
officials said, completion could occur sooner than
anticipated. [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste’s ASEAN entry adds a
potential new front to U.S.-China rivalry in
Southeast Asia

(ms) Timor-Leste's long-awaited accession to the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
expected to be formalized at the bloc’s summit later
this month, marks a subtle but symbolically important
shift in the region’s strategic landscape. For the United
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States and China, the entry of Southeast Asia’s
youngest and freest democracy adds a new variable to
their already complex rivalry for influence in the Indo-
Pacific.

The accession is a milestone for Timor-Leste, which has
sought ASEAN membership since 2011, promising
deeper economic integration and a stronger diplomatic
platform. But beyond Dili's aspirations, its membership
carries larger geopolitical implications. The country's
democratic credentials and vocal support for
international law make it a natural partner for
Washington’s “free and open Indo-Pacific” agenda,
subtly rebalancing ASEAN's internal dynamics away
from China'’s orbit.

President José Ramos-Horta has repeatedly
emphasized the importance of international law as
“the bedrock” of Timor-Leste’s independence, echoing
sentiments shared by U.S. allies such as the Philippines
and Vietnam, which face coercive Chinese behavior in
the South China Sea. The inclusion of another pro-
democracy voice could strengthen ASEAN's collective
resolve to uphold a rules-based order, even if the
bloc's consensus-driven system limits how far that
influence can reach.

Yet, while the United States stands to benefit
strategically, it may not have the bandwidth or political
will to capitalize on the opportunity. Under the second
Trump administration, Washington’s focus appears to
be turning inward, with priorities shifting toward
Western Hemisphere defense and transactional
diplomacy with Beijing. The risk is that Timor-Leste,
despite its democratic alignment, could drift closer to
China out of economic necessity. Beijing remains Dili's
dominant investor, funding highways, irrigation
systems, and other major infrastructure projects under
the Belt and Road Initiative. Moreover, a U.S.-backed
sewer-system project in Timor-Leste—initially a $420
million compact championed by the Millennium
Challenge Corporation—has stalled after Washington
launched a review of its overseas commitments,
leaving the “life-saving” municipal sewer project in
limbo.

China, for its part, has already welcomed Timor-Leste's
impending ASEAN membership and elevated bilateral
ties to a “comprehensive strategic partnership.” If U.S.
engagement wanes, Beijing could entrench its
economic and political presence in the country—and
by extension, in ASEAN.

Timor-Leste's entry thus highlights the evolving
balance of power in Southeast Asia: a region still
determined to maintain strategic autonomy but



increasingly shaped by the competing visions of
Washington and Beijing. [Foreign Policy]

Vietnam joins WTO arbitration
mechanism

(ms) Vietnam has formally joined the World Trade
Organization’s (WTO) Multi-Party Interim Appeal
Arbitration Arrangement (MPIA), an initiative designed
to maintain the effectiveness of the organization’s
dispute settlement system. The announcement was
made on October 16 in Geneva, making Vietnam the
57th WTO member to participate in the arrangement,
alongside partners such as the European Union, Japan,
China, and Australia.

The MPIA functions as a temporary alternative to the
WTO Appellate Body, which has been inactive since
2019. It provides participating members with access to
a two-tier, impartial mechanism for resolving trade
disputes, ensuring that appeals can be reviewed rather
than left unresolved.

Vietnam's participation is viewed as a step toward
safeguarding its trade interests and contributing to the
continuity of the multilateral trading system. The
decision allows the country to engage more actively in
discussions on WTO reform and the future of
international trade governance.

The European Union welcomed Vietnam's decision,
noting that the MPIA now covers nearly 60 percent of
global trade. EU Commissioner for Trade and
Economic Security Maro$ Sef¢ovi¢ stated that the
arrangement “supports rules-based trade” and
remains open to all WTO members.

Established in 2020, the MPIA has been used in several
cases, including disputes involving intellectual property
rights. Its structure relies on a pool of ten independent
arbitrators with expertise in trade law, providing
members with a practical framework for managing
appeals until the WTO's Appellate Body is restored.
[European Commission] [Vietnam Law Magazine]

Poland nears ratification of Vietnam
investment pact as EU eyes mid-2026
implementation

(hn/ms) Poland is poised to become the 19th European
Union member state to ratify the EU-Vietnam
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Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA), after the
Sejm, its lower house, voted unanimously in favor of
the measure on October 17. The bill now moves to the
Senate and then to President Karol Nawrocki for
promulgation, a process expected to conclude by late
October. Once completed, Poland’s approval will mark
another step toward the EU's long-delayed goal of
bringing the investment pact with Vietnam into force.
[Vietham Law Magazine] [Vietnamplus]

The EVIPA, signed in June 2019 alongside the EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement, aims to create a more
secure and transparent environment for investors on
both sides. It replaces a patchwork of bilateral
investment treaties between Vietnam and individual
EU countries with a single framework that guarantees
fair treatment for investors, protection against
expropriation, and access to a reformed dispute
settlement mechanism modeled on a permanent
tribunal and appellate system. For the EU, it forms part
of a broader strategy to deepen economic engagement
in Asia, providing an investment architecture parallel to
its trade liberalization efforts under the EVFTA.

Despite progress, the agreement cannot take effect
until all 27 EU member states complete ratification.
According to the Council of the EU's treaty database,
several countries have yet to finalize their domestic
procedures, including Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, France,
Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, and Slovenia.
Germany's cabinet has endorsed the agreement, but
parliamentary approval remains pending, while
Belgium’'s complex federal ratification process
continues to slow progress.

Officials in Brussels hope that the remaining
ratifications can be completed by mid to late 2026,
paving the way for the EVIPA's entry into force. Once
operational, it is expected to reinforce Europe’s
investment footprint in one of Southeast Asia's fastest-
growing markets, providing legal certainty for
European investors while signaling the EU’s
commitment to sustainable and rules-based trade
relations with Vietnam.

Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia strengthen
defense cooperation and regional
solidarity

(hn) The defense ministers of Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia met in Vientiane on October 15, for their
annual trilateral meeting, reaffirming the countries'
solidarity, friendship, and commitment to regional
peace and stability.
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Lao Deputy Prime Minister Khamlieng Outhakaysone
highlighted their shared history and unity, while
Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister Tea Seiha praised
their effective military cooperation based on mutual
trust. Vietnamese Defense Minister Phan Van Giang
reiterated Vietnam'’s priority of strengthening close ties
and expressed gratitude for the support of Laos and
Cambodia in both past and present efforts.

Despite complex regional and global developments,
the ministers noted continued political stability and
strong defense cooperation as key pillars of their
relations. They agreed to further consolidate solidarity,
prevent hostile forces from using one country’'s
territory against another, and maintain regular defense
meetings and exchanges. The three sides also
committed to enhancing border management and
protection, strengthening collaboration against non-
traditional security threats, and promoting awareness
among young generations about their shared history
and friendship. Additionally, they vowed to maintain
close coordination and unified stances in ASEAN and
other multilateral mechanisms to help reinforce the
bloc's unity and central role in regional security.
[Vietnamnews] [Cambodianess]

Thailand deepens Buddhist diplomacy
with Bhutan through robe-offering
ceremony

(Im) Thailand has reaffirmed its soft-power outreach in
Bhutan through a high-level Buddhist robe-offering
ceremony. The event, led by Thai foreign minister
Sihasak Phuangketkeow, marked the presentation of
ceremonial robes to monks of Bhutan's Central
Monastic Body following their annual three-month
rainy-season retreat.

The offering—part of the Royal Kathina tradition, a
Thai Buddhist ceremony in which robes are presented
to monks on behalf of the monarch at the end of the
monastic retreat—was made on behalf of King Maha
Vajiralongkorn. It forms part of Thailand's wider
Theravada Buddhist diplomacy in South and Southeast
Asia, aimed at maintaining cultural and spiritual
linkages across the region. The Thai delegation’s
contribution totaled roughly USD 14,700 in robes,
monk supplies, and donations. [Kuensel]

The ceremony follows the April 2025 state visit of the
Thai King and Queen to Bhutan, the first official visit by
a reigning Thai monarch to the country. During that
visit, both monarchies emphasized shared Buddhist
values and cultural ties, while discussions also pointed
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toward expanding cooperation in trade, tourism, and
education.

Brunei, Singapore police strengthen
cooperation on security and training

(ga) The Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF) and
Singapore Police Force (SPF) reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening bilateral cooperation
during the 18th RBPF-SPF Bilateral Meeting held on
October 14 at RBPF Headquarters in Gadong.

Co-chaired by RBPF Commissioner of Police Sulaiman
Alidin and SPF Deputy Commissioner (Policy) How
Kwang Hwee, the meeting discussed enhancing
collaboration in policing, security, and training. Both
forces explored expanding joint efforts in cybercrime
investigations and digital forensic development,
including training programs and officer placements in
Singapore to support skills development. [Borneo
Bulletin]

Brunei and Philippines reinforce defence
ties during senior military visits

(ga) Brunei Darussalam and the Philippines reaffirmed
their strong defence ties during the official visit of Chief
of Staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines General
Romeo Saturnino Brawner on October 15-16. Brunei's
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah received General Brawner in
audience at Nurul Iman Palace, alongside Philippine
Ambassador Marian Jocelyn R. Tirol-Ignacio.

During the visit, Brawner called on the Commander of
the Royal Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF) Major General
Haszaimi Hassan and paid a courtesy call on Minister
at the Prime Minister’'s Office and Minister of Defence Il
Halbi Mohd Yussof.

Both sides discussed regional and geopolitical
developments, reaffirmed bilateral defence
cooperation, and emphasized strengthening
collaboration through joint training, expertise sharing,
and personnel exchanges.

Brawner also inspected the guard of honour at Bolkiah
Garrison and visited various RBAF units as well as
cultural and historical sites in Brunei.

Brunei and the Philippines maintain long-standing
defence relations, formalized under a 2001
Memorandum of Understanding and ongoing
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multilateral cooperation. [Borneo Bulletin 1] [Borneo
Bulletin 2]

Cambodia and Malaysia explore
healthcare, trade, and regional
cooperation

(dqgl) During a courtesy visit by Malaysia’'s Minister of
Rural and Regional Development, Dato’ Seri Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi, Senate President Hun Sen proposed
establishing a Malaysian health information center in
Cambodia to promote medical tourism, while Malaysia
will consider opening hospitals in the country. Hun Sen
emphasized that the initiative would expand treatment
options for Cambodian patients.

Hamidi affirmed Malaysia’'s readiness to welcome
Cambodian medical tourists and expressed interest in
developing Cambodia’s halal food sector through a
dedicated committee. The leaders highlighted the
longstanding, comprehensive partnership between the
two countries, spanning diplomacy, politics, trade, and
people-to-people ties.

Hun Sen underscored the importance of increasing
trade and investment, noting Malaysia’s role as
Cambodia’s top rice importer in 2024, with 70,000 tons
purchased, and encouraged continued imports of
Cambodian agricultural products.

The visit also addressed regional security concerns.
Hun Sen briefed Hamidi on ongoing tensions along the
Cambodia-Thailand border, emphasizing Malaysia's
role under Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim as ASEAN
Chair in mediating the dispute and supporting broader
regional initiatives, including Myanmar and Timor-
Leste’'s ASEAN accession. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia, Austria strengthen trade
cooperation for sustainable growth

(gm) Cambodia and Austria have agreed to deepen
bilateral trade and investment ties, focusing on
tourism, agriculture, industry, and logistics as drivers
of sustainable growth.

The agreement was reached during a meeting in
Phnom Penh between Tekreth Kamrang, Secretary of
State at the Ministry of Commerce, and Michael Friedl,
Commercial Counsellor of Austria and Head of
Advantage Austria in Cambodia.
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Kamrang highlighted Cambodia’s efforts to diversify its
economy and align standards with global rules ahead
of its graduation from Least Developed Country (LDC)
status. She proposed establishing a formal cooperation
framework or memorandum of understanding
between the two commerce ministries and urged
stronger private sector engagement.

Friedl expressed Austrian interest in expanding trade
and investment with Cambodia, noting significant
potential across key sectors. Both sides agreed that
private sector cooperation will be central to promoting
resilient and environmentally responsible economic
growth. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia trains Ukrainian specialists in
humanitarian mine clearance

(dqgl) On October 17, the Cambodian Mine Action
Centre (CMAC) hosted a high-level Ukrainian
delegation in Phnom Penh for a knowledge-sharing
visit, supported by the Government of Japan and the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

The visit coincided with ongoing CMAC training for
Ukrainian personnel, focusing on the safe and effective
use of demining machinery to clear land contaminated
by landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW).

Approximately 170,000 square kilometers of Ukrainian
territory remain contaminated by ERW. Since 2023, 32
State Emergency Service of Ukraine’s (SESU) Mine
Action Department personnel have been trained by
CMAC, with programs continuing through October
2025, including in-person sessions in Poland in
partnership with the Polish Solidarity Fund. [Khmer
Times]

China exposes Myanmar state-backed
crime gangs targeting Chinese citizens

(dgl) Chinese state media have revealed that criminal
gangs in northern Myanmar, particularly in the Kokang
region, have targeted Chinese citizens with the backing
of local political and military figures. A recent
broadcast by CCTV featured a confession from Wei
Huairen, head of one of Kokang's most influential
ethnically Chinese crime families. Wei, extradited to
China in January, admitted to commanding a state-
backed border force that engaged in criminal activities
under the guise of official duties.
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According to Chinese authorities, the Wei family's
operations—originally focused on gambling and
prostitution—expanded into telecommunications
fraud around 2017, including investment scams and
romance schemes. The group is accused of crimes
ranging from fraud and kidnapping to drug trafficking
and murder, reportedly causing the deaths of at least
eight Chinese nationals and generating millions in illicit
profits.

The report underscored how the Wei clan’s influence
stemmed from a 2009 arrangement allowing ethnic
Chinese militias in Kokang to form border security
forces nominally under Myanmar’s army. This blurred
line between state authority and organized crime
allowed the gang to operate with de facto state
protection.

The revelations come amid a broader Chinese
crackdown on cross-border criminal networks. Over
the past two years, Beijing has arrested more than
57,000 citizens involved in telecom fraud linked to
Myanmar. Other Kokang crime families, including
those led by Bai Suocheng, the Liu family, and the late
Ming Guoming, have also faced prosecution.

Chinese officials have urged intensified efforts to
dismantle these transnational crime networks,
reflecting Beijing's growing concern over the
geopolitical and domestic implications of criminal
activity flourishing along its border with Myanmar.
[SCMP]

The airing of Wei's confession came as China'’s Ministry
of Public Security announced that online fraud cases
involving two powerful Kokang-based criminal clans in
northern Myanmar — the Wei and Liu families — have
reached the prosecution stage, with total funds
exceeding CNY 24.6 billion (about USD 3.45 billion). The
development marks a significant blow against the so-
called “Four Families” crime syndicates, long accused of
running transnational fraud operations under
protection from local Myanmar authorities.

The Wei and Liu groups are charged with large-scale
telecom fraud, gambling, extortion, prostitution, drug
trafficking, and illegal detention. The Wei family alone
is linked to crimes resulting in eight Chinese deaths
and billions in illicit gambling and fraud revenues since
2009, while the Liu group reportedly generated
comparable sums through cross-border scams, nude-
chat blackmail, and human smuggling. [China Daily]
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China, U.S. to hold high-level trade talks in
Malaysia amid rare-earth dispute

(dgl) U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has
unveiled that he will meet Chinese Vice Premier He
Lifeng this week in Malaysia to prevent a further
escalation of tariffs on Chinese goods, following
President Donald Trump's threat of a 100 percent tariff
starting November 1 over China’s expanded export
restrictions on rare-earth minerals and magnets (see
AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2).

Bessent announced the plans during a White House
cabinet meeting and later confirmed the upcoming
meeting following an October 17 call with He. The two
officials previously held multiple meetings across
Europe to negotiate a tariff truce, which expires on
November 10.

The escalating dispute reflects broader U.S.-China
competition over critical technology and supply chains,
with Trump also threatening new export controls on
key software and accusing China of forcing U.S. action.

Despite the tension, Trump confirmed plans to meet
Chinese President Xi Jinping in South Korea,
emphasizing the need for a “fair deal,” which helped
stabilize U.S. stock markets. He dismissed the
likelihood of a Chinese invasion of Taiwan, signaling a
rare public stance on the island amid rising tensions
with Beijing. Speaking to reporters, Trump emphasized
U.S. military superiority and suggested that China has
no immediate intent to act against Taiwan, noting that
President Xi Jinping may view the island as significant
but would not pursue aggression in the near term. He
expressed confidence in maintaining a positive rapport
with Xi.

Analysts caution that Beijing could assert control over
Taiwan as early as 2027, citing increased Chinese
incursions into the Taiwan Strait and a strengthened
military presence in surrounding waters. Trump,
however, stressed U.S. military dominance and
expressed confidence in maintaining a positive rapport
with Xi. [Reuters 1] [Politico]

Meanwhile, the World Trade Organization warned that
a full economic decoupling between the two largest
global economies could cut global output by up to 7
percent over time, urging both sides to engage in
dialogue. [Arab News]

Similarly, IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva
called on the U.S. and China to ease trade tensions to
prevent disruptions in rare-earth supplies, warning
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that a cutoff could exacerbate uncertainty and harm
an already fragile global economy.

The IMF projects global real GDP growth at 3.2 percent
in 2025, reflecting stability in tariffs and financial
conditions. However, this forecast does not account for
the latest U.S.-China trade threats. [Modern
Diplomacy]

The IMF statement came after Bessent demanded that
the IMF, along with the World Bank, adopt tougher
stances on China’s state-driven economic model,
urging the institutions to focus on their core missions
while addressing global imbalances. Speaking to the
IMF's steering committee, Bessent called for enhanced
surveillance of large economies, highlighting how
industrial policies in countries such as China contribute
to trade distortions and harmful spillovers. He also
urged the World Bank to end development support for
China and redirect resources to countries with more
acute needs. [Reuters 2]

U.S., Australia seal critical minerals pact to curb China’s
market dominance

In the latest development, Trump and Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese signed an USD 8.5 billion
critical minerals agreement during their summit at the
White House on October 20, marking a major step to
strengthen Western supply chains and reduce
dependence on China's rare earth resources.

The deal commits at least USD 1 billion from each
country over the next six months to mining and
processing projects, while establishing a price floor for
strategic minerals—a long-standing goal of Western
producers.

The U.S. Export-Import Bank (EXIM) issued seven
Letters of Interest totaling over USD 2.2 billion to
advance projects by Arafura Rare Earths, Northern
Minerals, Graphinex, Latrobe Magnesium, VHM, RZ
Resources, and Sunrise Energy Metals. Shares of
several firms surged sharply following the
announcement, reflecting market optimism about U.S.-
aligned critical minerals development.

A key highlight is support for Alcoa’s planned gallium
plant in Western Australia, which could supply up to 10
percent of the global gallium market—a critical mineral
for semiconductors, defense, and advanced
manufacturing. Australia will provide up to USD 200
million in concessional financing, with the U.S.
contributing equity investment, both securing offtake
rights. Alcoa will partner with the Japanese-Australian
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venture JAGA to construct and operate the plant once
feasibility studies are completed.

Industry experts emphasized that long-term stability
will depend on ensuring price protections to prevent
China from undercutting markets—a tactic it has long
used to drive competitors out of business. The deal
thus represents both an economic and strategic effort
to “de-risk” critical supply chains and foster Western
resilience against Chinese market manipulation.
[Reuters] [AP News]

On security, both leaders reaffirmed their commitment
to advancing the trilateral defense pact with the United
Kingdom, with U.S. officials indicating plans to refine
and strengthen its implementation. Trump reaffirmed
U.S. commitment to the AUKUS security pact during,
indicating that Washington may expedite the delivery
of nuclear-powered submarines to Australia. While
Trump provided no specific timeline, his remarks aim
to reassure Australia and the UK amid concerns
following the Pentagon'’s surprise review of the
agreement, launched to ensure alignment with U.S.
“America First” priorities. [Breaking Defense] [BBC]

China skips U.S. soybean imports in
September

(dgl) China imported no soybeans from the United
States in September, according to customs data, as the
US-China trade dispute continues to disrupt
agricultural shipments. Total soybean imports
remained high at 12.8 million tons, driven by increased
purchases from Brazil and Argentina. Brazilian
soybeans dominated, accounting for 85.5 percent of
imports, while Argentine shipments surged 91.5
percent after a temporary suspension of export taxes.

Across the first nine months of 2025, U.S. soybean
exports to China totaled 16.8 million tons, roughly 20
percent of China’'s cumulative imports, consistent with
prior years. Overall, China's soybean imports from
January to September exceeded 85.7 million tons, up
5.8 percent year-on-year.

The absence of U.S. soybeans sparked concern among
American farmers, who rely heavily on China as a
major buyer. Prices have fallen about 40 percent over
the past three years, partly due to 20 percent Chinese
counter-tariffs, which make South American soybeans
more competitive. Farm bankruptcies climbed 56
percent in the 12 months through June, with the
upward trend persisting. [Al Jazeera] [NPR]
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China’'s dependence on imported soybeans remains a
key factor in food security and a bargaining chip in
trade negotiations. Signs of potential easing emerged
after a video call between U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent and Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng, with both
sides planning a fifth round of trade talks in Malaysia
later this week (see article above). [SCMP] [Reuters]

China alleges U.S. cyberattacks on key
timekeeping agency

(dgl) China has accused the United States of
conducting cyberattacks against one of its key scientific
institutions, signaling a further escalation in bilateral
tensions over security and technology.

According to the Ministry of State Security, the U.S.
National Security Agency (NSA) has carried out
intrusions into the National Time Service Center (NTSC)
since March 2022 by exploiting vulnerabilities in
employees’ mobile phones and using stolen login
credentials to access the center's computer systems.
[Ministry of State Security, China, in Chinese]

The NTSC, based in northwestern Xi'an, plays a critical
role in maintaining China’s official timekeeping and
supports international time standard calculations,
making it a strategically important target.

Beijing said its investigators found “irrefutable
evidence"” of the attacks, alleging that the NSA used
private servers worldwide to disguise their origin.
China has since introduced countermeasures and
reinforced cybersecurity protections at the facility.

Western governments have in recent years accused
China-linked hackers of targeting government officials,
journalists, and major corporations. Beijing's latest
allegations against the U.S. are likely to further
heighten tensions between the two powers, already
strained by disputes over trade, technology, and
Taiwan. [Bloomberg] [AP News]

China-linked hackers accused of breaching U.S.
cybersecurity firm F5

Meanwhile, Chinese state-sponsored threat actors are
believed to have infiltrated U.S. cybersecurity firm F5
networks’ systems in late 2023, remaining undetected
for over a year. Exploiting a software vulnerability, the
hackers accessed the company's BIG-IP suite, stealing
source code and information on unpatched security
flaws. F5 disclosed the breach on October 15, noting
that the intrusion affected its product development
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environment and engineering knowledge platforms,
but containment measures have reportedly halted
further unauthorized activity.

The breach threatens a wide range of users, including
U.S. government agencies and Fortune 500 companies,
as F5 products support access control, security, and
network availability globally. [Bloomberg] [Security
Boulevard]

Canada, China seek to rebuild trust and
revive dialogue during foreign ministers’
meeting in Beijing

(dql) During a bilateral meeting with his Canadian
counterpart Anita Anand’s in Beijing on October 17,
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called for renewed
engagement to address both sides’ “legitimate
concerns” and to restore comprehensive dialogue.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China,_ in Chinese]
[Government of Canada]

The meeting was part of Anand’s two-day visit to China,
which came amid heightened trade tensions over
China’s anti-dumping duties on Canadian canola
imposed in August (see AiR No. 33, August/2025, 3) and
Canada'’s 100 percent tariff on Chinese electric vehicles
October last year (see AR No. 40, October/2024, 1).
The talks also covered trade issues involving seafood
and meat.

Wang emphasized cooperation in multilateral affairs,
defending the global trade system, and steering
bilateral relations toward “healthy and stable
development.” Anand acknowledged an improvement
in China-Canada ties and expressed Ottawa’s readiness
to deepen mutual trust through high-level exchanges
and established consultation mechanisms in
diplomacy, trade, and economics. She highlighted
potential collaboration in areas such as agriculture,
energy, tourism, and people-to-people exchanges,
while encouraging Chinese investment in Canada.

Both ministers affirmed support for multilateralism
and free trade and discussed sensitive bilateral issues,
including agricultural trade. They also agreed to
strengthen cooperation in key sectors such as the
environment, energy, and health, as well as through
new and existing mechanisms for consular and law
enforcement dialogue. [Anadolu Ajansi] [Reuters 1]
[Global News]

After years of strain, the meeting signals a cautious
attempt by both governments to stabilize relations and
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re-engage amid lingering tensions, with potential
implications for North America-China relations and
broader global trade dynamics.

Meanwhile, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
announced the same day that he expects to meet
senior Chinese leaders soon, potentially including
President Xi Jinping during upcoming Asian summits,
as Canada restarts broader engagement with Beijing.

Carney avoided committing to a specific trade swap
involving Chinese duties on canola and Canada’s 100
percent tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles. While China
suggested it would lift canola duties if Canada removed
the EV tariffs, Carney emphasized that discussions
cover a “much broader range of issues than single
sectors and single trades” and warned against
reducing the relationship to a two-issue deal.

He also noted that Canada must consider potential
reactions from the United States, which remains
engaged in a trade dispute with China, before making
any decisions on automotive tariffs. [Reuters 2]

27th China-France Strategic Dialogue held

(dqgl) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with
Emmanuel Bonne, France's presidential diplomatic
adviser, on October 15 in Hangzhou for the 27th China-
France Strategic Dialogue to discuss strengthening
high-level exchanges and expanding bilateral
cooperation. China expressed readiness to deepen
strategic mutual trust and called on France to provide
solid political guarantees for the relationship. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China]

Wang highlighted potential collaboration in civil
nuclear energy, aerospace, agriculture and food,
artificial intelligence, and new energy. Pointing out that
Beijing and Brussels do not have conflicting core
interests or a geopolitical rivalry, Wang reiterated
China’s hope that France would help guide the
European Union (EU) toward genuine strategic
autonomy and foster a more balanced understanding
of China.

According to the Chinese readout of the meeting,
Bonne emphasized that the EU should pursue
autonomy, develop relations with China based on its
own interests, and promote initiatives that serve
mutual benefits. Bonne highlighted France's
willingness to play a constructive role in strengthening
EU-China dialogue and cooperation, framing both sides


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-djr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-djy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-djy/

as potential reliable partners that can support each
other’s success.

The meeting also covered major international issues,
including the Ukraine conflict, Middle East tensions,
and global governance, with both sides agreeing to
maintain coordinated communication. [Reuters]

Wang's appeal for French support in strengthening
China-EU ties comes amid ongoing skepticism, driven
by Europe’s concerns over Beijing's strategic
partnership with Moscow amid the war in Ukraine, a
bilateral trade deficit exceeding USD 300 billion (USD
349 billion), and recurring trade disputes that have led
to the imposition of high tariffs on both sides. [SCMP]
[East Asia Forum]

Italy to impose new levy targets Chinese
fast fashion

(dql) Italy is reportedly set to impose an additional levy
on Chinese fast fashion imports to protect its domestic
fashion sector from low-cost foreign competition. The
measure is expected to target online retailers such as
Temu and Shein, whose low-priced goods have raised
concerns about undermining Italian producers and
posing risks to consumers.

Industry Minister Adolfo Urso described the initiative
as a response to the “ultra fast fashion phenomenon,
while Economy Minister Giancarlo Giorgetti criticized
China as exploiting global trade dynamics following
U.S. tariffs under former President Donald Trump.

"

Rome plans to implement the levy through the
European Union's Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) framework, requiring manufacturers to cover
costs for product collection, sorting, and recycling.

The move comes amid rapid growth of fast fashion
platforms in Italy: Shein reports 22.8 million monthly
users in the country, and Amazon Haul, following a
similar business model, launched earlier this month.
The government also emphasized measures to
safeguard labor rights across supply chains, following
scandals involving major Italian brands. [Reuters]

In August, the Italian Competition Authority (AGCM)
fined Shein EUR 1 million (USD 1.09 million) for
disseminating misleading and deceptive environmental
claims on its European website. This followed a EUR 40
million (USD 40.6 million) fine by France's antitrust
agency in July for similar deceptive practices. Shein
accepted the Italian fine and claimed to have taken
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corrective measures since being notified last year. In
addition to fines from France and Italy, Shein is under
investigation by the European Commission for possible
breaches of EU consumer protection laws and the
Digital Services Act (see AIR No. 31, August/2025, 1)

Fast fashion refers to a clothing production and retail
model that emphasizes speed, low cost, and rapid
turnover of styles. Prominent fast fashion brands
include—besides Shein and Temu—, Zara, H&M, and
Fashion Nova. Italy has become a significant hub for
Chinese fast fashion, particularly in the city of Prato,
which has evolved into Europe's largest apparel
manufacturing center. [DW]

Netherlands moves to safeguard critical
chipmaker amid rising tensions with
China

(dqgl) The Netherlands plans high-level talks with China
to resolve tensions over Nexperia NV, a Dutch
chipmaker and subsidiary of China’s Wingtech, whose
seizure by the Dutch government in September (see
AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2) has disrupted global
automotive supply chains.

The intervention, aimed at preventing the company's
former Chinese CEO from relocating operations and
intellectual property out of Europe, prompted China to
restrict exports of some components produced by
Nexperia China and its subcontractors. [The Business
Times]

Though Nexperia, which Wingtech acquired in 2018,
produces standard rather than cutting-edge chips, its
high-volume output—primarily from Hamburg,
Germany—is crucial to carmakers worldwide. The
standoff threatens immediate shortages, affecting
both European and Chinese automakers, highlighting
the sector’'s mutual dependence.

Dutch Economy Minister Vincent Karremans confirmed
that he will meet with the relevant Chinese official thsi
week, emphasizing that the issue is being addressed at
the highest diplomatic level. In 2024, Nexperia
reported USD 331 million in net profit, underscoring its
economic significance for Wingtech. [Reuters 1]

Further compounding the dispute, Nexperia China has
openly revolted against the headquarters in Nijmegen
and has instructed its employees to ignore directives
from the Netherlands and follow only local
management, declaring itself an “independent”
Chinese entity. The directive, covering facilities in
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Dongguan, Shanghai, Beijing, Shenzhen, and Wuxi,
emphasized that salaries are paid by the Chinese unit,
not the Dutch headquarters.

The Dongguan plant, producing roughly 70 percent of
Nexperia’s output, has become a critical lever in the
dispute, with workers expressing concern over being
caught in the political standoff. The Chinese unit
accused European management of “ruthless
suppression” and neglecting the Chinese market.
[SCMP]

In an immediate response, Nexperia confirmed that its
employees in China continue to have access to
company platforms and are receiving salaries,
countering claims from its Chinese unit that it operates
independently of the Dutch parent. It dismissed these
messages as “factually incorrect and misleading,”
attributing the confusion to the unauthorized actions
of its former Chinese CEO, Zhang Xuezheng, who was
suspended following the Dutch government'’s takeover
of Nexperia. [Reuters 2]

China urges Sweden to strengthen
bilateral ties

(dql) During meeting in Beijing on October 16 with
Swedish Foreign Minister Maria Malmer Stenergard,
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called on Sweden to
play a “constructive role” in fostering stable China-EU
relations. Marking the 75th anniversary of diplomatic
ties in 2025, Wang highlighted Sweden'’s historical
significance as the first Western country to establish
relations with China. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chinal]

Wang offered to implement a visa-free travel policy for
Swedish nationals to boost people-to-people and
cultural exchanges. He stressed cooperation over
confrontation and outlined potential areas for
expanded collaboration, including trade, investment,
scientific innovation, healthcare, the digital economy,
and green development.

The discussion also covered multilateral coordination,
such as climate change, and regional security matters,
including the Ukrainian crisis. Wang emphasized the
goal of returning bilateral relations to a “healthy and
stable” trajectory.

According to the Chinese readout of the meeting,
Stenergard welcomed the upcoming visa exemption,
noting that the talks addressed both global challenges
and key bilateral issues. [Anadolu Ajansi]
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Not mentioned in them readout is Stenergard's call on
Beijing to release Gui Minhai, a Swedish citizen and
Hong Kong-based publisher of books critical of China’s
leadership. Gui, who was sentenced to ten years in
prison in 2020 for allegedly providing intelligence
overseas, has been at the center of a long-standing
diplomatic dispute between Sweden and China.

Stenergard reaffirmed Sweden'’s position that Gui
should be freed and reunited with his family. China, in
response, defended its handling of the case,
emphasizing judicial sovereignty and rejecting foreign
interference. Chinese officials noted that Gui, 61, is a
Chinese national and cited his prior request to have
Chinese citizenship reinstated.

Gui was first abducted in Thailand in 2015, briefly
released in 2017, and then detained again in 2018
while traveling with Swedish diplomats. Sweden
maintains that Gui never renounced his Swedish
citizenship and continues to press for his release.
[Reuters]

Ahead of the meeting, the European Parliament
passed on October 9 a motion demanding Gui's
“immediate and unconditional release” and calling on
China to end arbitrary detention and forced
confessions, urging the release of journalists, lawyers,
artists, minority representatives, and human rights
defenders. [European Parliament]

Gui is the only one of four men associated with
Causeway Bay Books who remains in custody. NGO
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) described Gui as an
emblematic figure among 124 journalists and press
freedom defenders currently detained in China,
highlighting Beijing's systemic suppression of dissent.
[Hong Kong Free Press]

China-UK diplomatic tensions flare over
embassy construction, sanctions on
Russian oil purchases

(dqgl) Tensions between the United Kingdom and China
over Beijing's proposed “super-embassy” in London
deepened after China has warned the United Kingdom
of “consequences” after the British government on
October 17 again has postponed a decision on Beijing's
long-delayed plan to build what would be Europe’s
largest Chinese embassy. The UK government
extended the deadline for a ruling on the project at
Royal Mint Court, near the Tower of London, to
December 10. The latest delay follows concerns over
undisclosed sections in China's architectural plans and
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ongoing interdepartmental consultations on security
considerations involving the Foreign and Home Offices.
[Sky News]

In addition, a legal opinion warns that approving the
project could be unlawful if Prime Minister Keir
Starmer or his ministers privately assured Beijing of its
approval in advance. Such actions could amount to
“predetermination,” breaching the requirement for
impartiality in quasi-judicial decisions.

The opinion, commissioned by residents opposing the
embassy plan, places mounting pressure on the
government to clarify whether any commitments were
made following China’s reapplication for planning
permission soon after Labour took power in July last
year. Chinese President Xi Jinping reportedly discussed
the matter directly with Starmer in November,
heightening suspicions that political considerations
may have influenced the handling of the case. [The
Guardian]

The proposed GBP 255 million (USD 325 million
complex), covering 20,000 square meters and housing
up to 200 staff, has raised alarm over potential
espionage and cybersecurity risks, given its proximity
to key financial infrastructure in the City of London.
Local authorities initially rejected the plan in 2022 on
security grounds before it was taken over by the
central government.

Beijing denounced the move as a violation of the UK's
stated commitment to improve bilateral relations and
accused London of politicizing the issue. In response,
Downing Street rejected China’s claims, stressing that
the decision-making process is independent and that
national security remains the government's foremost
duty. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China] [BBC]

In an earlier move last week, Starmer released official
evidence in a collapsed espionage case involving two
men accused of spying for China, in an effort to
counter claims of political interference and to reaffirm
his government's transparency.

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) had unexpectedly
dropped the charges last month, citing the
government's failure to provide documentation
confirming that China was officially deemed a national
security threat—information deemed essential for the
case to proceed. The move sparked accusations from
the opposition that Starmer’s government sought to
avoid diplomatic friction with Beijing.

To defuse the controversy, Starmer published witness
statements by Deputy National Security Adviser
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Matthew Collins, asserting that ministers had no role in
drafting the evidence. Collins's statements described
China as the “biggest state-based threat to the UK's
economic security” and detailed active espionage
activities targeting Britain, while still stressing the
government's commitment to maintaining constructive
bilateral relations. [Government, UK]

Starmer has blamed the previous Conservative
government, under which the men were charged, for
failing to classify China as a direct national security
threat, describing it instead as an “epoch-defining
challenge.” However, Conservative leaders accused
Starmer of negligence, arguing he allowed the trial to
collapse despite knowing it was at risk.

The case, which involved allegations that one of the
accused passed information on officials briefing
former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak about China, has
become politically charged—highlighting the growing
tension between the UK's national security imperatives
and its fragile diplomatic engagement with Beijing.
[Reuters]

China protests U.K. sanctions on Russian oil purchases

In a separate development, China has voiced strong
opposition to recent UK sanctions targeting Russian oil,
warning that unilateral measures without U.N.
authorization destabilize markets. London imposed
fresh sanctions on major Russian oil firms, including
Lukoil and Rosneft, as well as on Chinese-linked
refiners and port operators such as Shandong Yulong
Petrochemical and Shandong-based ports involved in
Russian energy imports. Beijing lodged a formal
protest, emphasizing that such actions violate
international law.

While India considers reducing Russian crude
purchases under U.S. pressure (see article in this
issue), China remains a major buyer of discounted
Russian oil. Yulong Petrochemical, a joint venture
involving provincial government-backed Shandong
Energy Group, is one of China’s newest refiners and a
significant importer of Russian crude, with a
processing capacity of 400,000 barrels per day.
[Channel News Asia] [BBC]

The sanctions targeting Chinese refineries and LNG
infrastructure highlight Western efforts to pressure
China over its role in sustaining Russia’s oil revenue
amid the Ukraine conflict.
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China files WTO complaint over Indian EV
subsidies as New Delhi reviews curbs on
Chinese imports

(Im) China has lodged a formal complaint at the World
Trade Organization (WTO) against India’s subsidies for
electric vehicles and batteries, alleging that the
measures unfairly favor Indian domestic producers
and harm Chinese commercial interests. Beijing's
commerce ministry said it would take “firm measures”
to safeguard the legitimate rights of its industries.
[Reuters 1]

The move coincides with reports that India's commerce
ministry and its policy think tank NITI Aayog are
supporting a review of trade restrictions on Chinese
imports to secure cheaper raw materials for
manufacturing. According to officials cited in the
discussions, New Delhi is considering allowing anti-
dumping duties on certain Chinese goods to lapse and
cutting tariffs on inputs used in sectors such as leather,
engineering, and electronics where local capacity is
limited.

Imports from China reached USD 91 billion in the first
nine months of 2025, compared with about USD 80
billion a year earlier, widening India’s trade deficit.
Officials noted that cheaper Chinese components have
supported production in industries including
smartphones, pharmaceuticals, and chemicals. The
proposed easing would follow an August agreement
between the two neighbors to strengthen business ties
after years of strained relations.

The review also comes amid trade frictions with
Washington, which imposed higher tariffs on Indian
goods in August. While India continues to promote
self-reliance in manufacturing, officials said the current
policy discussions reflect recognition of the country's
dependence on Chinese raw materials and its need to
sustain export competitiveness. [Reuters 2]

French shipping giant places first vessel
order in India as New Delhi pushes
shipbuilding expansion

(Im) France's CMA CGM, the world’s third-largest
container shipping company, has placed its first-ever
order for Indian-built vessels, signaling growing
confidence in India’s maritime manufacturing sector.
The firm signed a letter of intent with Cochin Shipyard
Limited to build six liquefied natural gas-powered
ships of 1,700-container capacity each, scheduled for
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delivery between 2029 and 2031. South Korea's HD
Hyundai Heavy Industries will provide technical
support for the project.

CMA CGM's move reflects both strategic diversification
away from traditional shipbuilding hubs like China and
South Korea and alignment with India’s ambition to
become a global shipbuilding player. The decision
comes amid India’s push to expand its port and
maritime infrastructure and reduce reliance on foreign
freight companies. The deal follows similar interest
from Japan’s Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, which recently
announced plans to build tankers in India through
partnerships with local firms.

CMA CGM's chairman said India’s progress has proven
it can serve as a reliable shipbuilding base at a time
when trade frictions and rising port tariffs between the
United States and China have increased the appeal of
alternative production sites. The French group is also
exploring the feasibility of building vessels in the
United States as part of broader investment
commitments announced earlier this year. [Reuters]

India-Nepal defense talks and new legal,
energy accords mark deepening ties

(Im) Nepal and India have moved to strengthen both
their security and economic cooperation through a
series of parallel initiatives.

On the sidelines of the United Nations Troop
Contributing Countries Chiefs’ Conclave (UNTCC) 2025
in New Delhi, Nepali Army Lieutenant General Pradeep
Jung KC met Indian Army Chief Upendra Dwivedi to
discuss expanding joint training programs, institutional
exchanges, and collaboration in UN peacekeeping
operations. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to
maintaining regular defense dialogue and enhancing
interoperability between their forces—an area of long-
standing partnership rooted in shared values and
operational experience. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Meanwhile, in Kathmandu, Nepal's Cabinet approved a
series of bilateral initiatives with India, signaling
deeper engagement beyond defense. The government
endorsed the signing of a Mutual Legal Assistance
(MLA) agreement on criminal matters, establishing a
formal mechanism for cooperation in evidence
gathering, investigations, and prosecutions between
the two countries. The agreement, finalized at a home
secretary-level meeting in July 2025, follows Nepal's
similar accord with China in 2019 and is expected to
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strengthen regional law enforcement collaboration
once signed.

The Cabinet also approved the establishment of two
joint cross-border power companies between the
Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) and India’s Power Grid
Corporation, tasked with constructing the 400 kV
Inaruwa-Purnia and Dododhara-Bareilly transmission
lines. Nepal will contribute NPR 3 billion (USD 22
million), comprising NPR 1 billion (USD 7.3 million) in
cash and NPR 2 billion (USD 14.6 million) in equity. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

India and Sri Lanka strengthen
cooperation as New Delhi signals separate
interest in nuclear collaboration

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Sri
Lankan Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya reaffirmed
the deep partnership between the two countries
during Amarasuriya's three-day official visit to India
from October 16 to 18—her first trip abroad since
assuming office.

At a meeting in New Delhi on October 17, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister
Amarasuriya reaffirmed the strategic partnership
between the two countries, emphasizing collaboration
in education, women’s empowerment, innovation, and
fisheries welfare. Modi described the relationship as
one rooted in “partnership and mutual growth,” while
India’s Ministry of External Affairs said the visit would
give “fresh momentum” to the historic bilateral
relationship. Amarasuriya’s agenda included visits to
the Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Delhi and local
public schools to explore cooperation in research,
digital learning, and teacher training—part of her
government's focus on human-capital development.
[The Indian Express] [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

In parallel with the visit, India expressed readiness to
cooperate with Sri Lanka in the field of nuclear energy,
joining earlier offers from Russia, China, France, and
Japan. According to the Sri Lanka Atomic Energy
Authority, India’s High Commissioner conveyed New
Delhi's willingness to assist should Colombo move
forward with its long-term energy diversification plans.
While President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's
government has said Sri Lanka is not yet ready to
proceed with a nuclear project, the administration is
reviewing the legal and regulatory groundwork laid by
its predecessor. The International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) has already assessed possible nuclear-
plant sites under its Site and External Events Design
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(SEED) guidelines, and Russia has previously proposed
building a 110-megawatt plant. [Daily Mirror 3]

Economically, India is exploring mechanisms to allow
Sri Lankan public and private entities to issue Indian-
rupee (INR) bonds, a move that would help Colombo
diversify its funding sources beyond the U.S. dollar and
strengthen regional financial resilience. Speaking at a
financial dialogue in Colombo, Indian Deputy High
Commissioner Dr. Satyanjal Pandey cited India’s GIFT
City (Gujarat International Finance Tec-City)—a special
economic zone and international financial hub near
Ahmedabad that enables cross-border financing and
global-currency transactions—as a model for INR-
denominated bond issuance and sustainable-project
funding. The plan complements other local-currency
initiatives such as India’s Unified Payments Interface
(UPD) rollout in Sri Lanka and the Reserve Bank of
India’s 2023 guidelines for INR-based trade settlement.
[Daily Mirror 4]

At the same time, Sri Lanka is reopening two major
renewable-energy projects previously offered to India’s
Adani Group, which withdrew after the new
government opted to review the contracts. The Central
Environment Authority (CEA) has ordered a fresh bird-
collision avoidance study, a regulatory prerequisite for
offshore wind farms to ensure minimal ecological
disruption. The projects—located in Mannar and
Pooneryn and valued at roughly USD 442 million (LKR
145 billion)—had faced controversy over tariffs,
environmental impact, and transparency but are now
expected to be re-tendered under revised conditions.
[Daily Mirror 5]

Indonesia to acquire Chinese J-10 fighter
jets amid sweeping military
modernization push

(gp/ms) Indonesia has confirmed plans to acquire
Chengdu J-10 “Vigorous Dragon” fighter jets from
China, marking a significant shift in the country’'s
defense procurement strategy and signaling
deepening defense cooperation between Jakarta and
Beijing. Defense Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin
announced the decision on October 15, telling
reporters in Jakarta that the aircraft “will soon be flying
over Jakarta,” though he declined to provide details on
the timeline or financing of the purchase.

According to government sources cited by Antara and
The Diplomat, Indonesia is expected to procure up to
42 J-10 fighter jets under a deal worth more than USD
9 billion, potentially financed through a Chinese-
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backed payment mechanism. The acquisition, first
discussed during President Prabowo Subianto’s
September visit to Beijing, would make Indonesia the
second foreign operator of the J-10 after Pakistan.

Developed by the Chengdu Aircraft Industry
Corporation, the J-10C variant is a 4.5-generation
multirole fighter equipped with advanced radar
systems, partial stealth features, and long-range strike
capability. While the aircraft has been in service with
the People’s Liberation Army Air Force for over two
decades, it remains a key export platform in China's
growing defense industry portfolio.

Indonesia’s decision to move forward with the
purchase reflects its effort to diversify arms suppliers
and avoid overreliance on any single partner. Over the
past two years, Jakarta has pursued one of Southeast
Asia’'s most ambitious rearmament programs—signing
major deals for 42 Rafale jets from France, 48 KAAN
fighters from Turkiye, and negotiating for F-15EX Eagle
Il aircraft from the United States.

The push for air power modernization is part of
Indonesia’s long-term “Minimum Essential Force”
strategy, aimed at strengthening its deterrence
posture and securing its vast maritime domain.
However, analysts warn that acquiring multiple aircraft
platforms from different suppliers could strain
logistics, training, and maintenance systems. Still, for
Jakarta, the mix of Western, Chinese, and regional
technologies underscores a pragmatic defense policy—
balancing global partnerships while reinforcing
national autonomy in a shifting Indo-Pacific security
environment. [Associated Press] [Jakarta Globe] [The
Diplomat]

Indonesia, Timor-Leste to revise two-
decade-old border trade agreement

(ms) Indonesia and Timor-Leste have agreed to revise
their 21-year-old Traditional Border Crossings and
Regulated Markets Agreement in a move to modernize
cross-border trade rules and better support
communities along their shared frontier. The decision
was announced following a meeting between
Indonesian Trade Minister Budi Santoso and Timor-
Leste's Deputy Prime Minister Fransisco Kalbuadi Lay
on the sidelines of the 40th Trade Expo Indonesia in
Tangerang on October 16, 2025.

The updated accord will be incorporated into a new
bilateral trade framework currently under negotiation.
The existing agreement regulates small-scale border
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trade for local consumption and excludes formal
export-import activities. Santoso said the revision
would focus on harmonizing customs procedures and
reducing logistical bottlenecks to ensure a smoother
flow of essential goods.

“About 70 percent of products in the Timor-Leste
market come from Indonesia. Ensuring stable and
efficient distribution is key to keeping prices
affordable,” Santoso said, emphasizing Indonesia’s
commitment to regional economic integration and
capacity building.

Deputy Prime Minister Lay welcomed the initiative,
noting that Dili plans to send officials to Indonesia for
training in food and pharmaceutical supervision. “We
expect a visit soon, either to finalize the agreement or
to conduct a joint trade mission,” he said.

The two neighbors have seen steadily growing trade
ties. Between January and August 2025, bilateral trade
reached USD 272.72 million, up 10.57 percent year-on-
year. Indonesian exports accounted for USD 268.11
million, while imports from Timor-Leste totaled USD
4.61 million, giving Indonesia a surplus of USD 263.50
million.

Timor-Leste ranked as Indonesia’s 42nd-largest export
destination in 2024, with key Indonesian exports
including motorcycles, cement, palm oil, and pasta,
while imports from Timor-Leste consisted mainly of
coffee, copra, and cassava. The agreement’s revision
signals both countries’ intent to deepen economic
integration and strengthen cooperation along one of
Southeast Asia’s most active land borders. [Antara]
[RRI]

Australia has also been closely watching Indonesia-
Timor-Leste engagement, viewing stronger bilateral
trade and border coordination as a sign of shifting
regional dynamics. Canberra has historically played a
significant role in Timor-Leste’s development, from
infrastructure aid to maritime boundary negotiations,
but Indonesia’s growing economic footprint is changing
the balance. Analysts note that as Indonesia
consolidates its position as Timor-Leste’s primary trade
partner, Australia’s economic and strategic influence
could diminish, especially if future supply chains and
energy corridors begin to bypass Australian ports and
companies. However, deeper Indonesia-Timor-Leste
cooperation may also bring indirect benefits for
Australia by reinforcing regional stability, facilitating
cross-border infrastructure that complements its own
Indo-Pacific initiatives, and reducing the risk of
economic isolation in the eastern archipelago. [East
Asia Forum)]
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Indonesia opposes US demands against
the usage of Chinese ships for transport

(gp) Indonesia is pushing back against US demands to
stop using Chinese ships for exports to America. Amid
ongoing tariff negotiations with the US, presidential
economic advisor Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan has told
journalists that the use of Chinese ships to transport
US-bound exports have emerged as a key sticking
point in negotiations. According to Luhut, who met
with US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick, “I think
talks have been going well, but we don't want to give in
to all their demands. The US has forbidden us from
using Chinese-flagged or made-in-China vessels. | told
Lutnick that would only raise costs.” He continued, “We
have to prove that we are a sovereign country, one
with dignity."

This disagreement is part of a broader port tariff war
between the US and China, with President Donald
Trump having begun collecting additional levies from
China-linked vessels entering its ports. China has
retaliated by imposing extra port fees on US ships
docking in its country. Currently, Indonesian goods are
subject to 19 percent tariffs upon entry in America,
with exemptions for certain key products such as palm
oil and nickel. Indonesian officials are pushing to
expand this list of whitelisted goods, but are evidently
facing significant pushback, being pressured to take a
side in ongoing US-China tensions. [Jakarta]

Indonesia to strengthen infrastructure,
clean energy ties with Saudi Arabia

(gp) On October 17, Minister of Public Works Dody
Hanggodo met with Saudi Arabian Ambassador Faisal
Abdullah H. Amodi to discuss the implementation of
USD 27 billion in investment commitments during
President Prabowo Subianto's visit to Saudi Arabia.
Both parties reaffirmed their commitment to these
capital exchanges, and further vowed to strengthen
collaboration in the health sector and to support
investment in pharmaceuticals, vaccines, health
technology, and human resource development.
[Antara]

Now, the public works ministry and Housing is
preparing for further bilateral discussions with Saudi
officials, who are scheduled to visit Indonesia on
October 23. The talks will focus on infrastructure
development, water management, and clean energy
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cooperation. Hanggodo plans to pitch several key
projects to the Saudis, including a USD 110 million
irrigation infrastructure project, the USD 17 million
Leuwikeris Hydroelectric Power Plant, and the USD 61
million Tiga Dihaji Hydroelectric Power Plant. The
government hopes to attract investment from multiple
Saudi institutions — including the Saudi Fund for
Development and the Public Investment Fund.
[Tempo]

Australia removes antidumping duty on
Indonesian glass

(ms/st) Australia has revoked its long-standing
antidumping duty on clear float glass imports from
Indonesia, a trade barrier that had been in place since
2011. The decision, formalized through a ministerial
decree on September 30, follows the closure of an
Australian glass producer that had previously filed the
dumping complaint. [The Jakarta Post]

Japan, Kyrgyzstan conclude negotiations
on tax agreement

(dqgl) An agreement between Japan and Kyrgyzstan
concluded negotiations on a bilateral treaty to
eliminate double taxation and curb tax evasion.
Delegations finalized the draft text in Bishkek on
October 15, with the signing scheduled after each
country completes its internal approval procedures.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

The agreement is designed to prevent overlapping tax
obligations for individuals and corporations, ensure
non-discriminatory taxation, strengthen cooperation
between tax authorities, and enhance transparency to
combat tax evasion.

Officials anticipate that the treaty will promote cross-
border trade and investment by providing legal
certainty and stable tax conditions for businesses and
residents engaged in economic activities between the
two countries. [The Caspian Post]

Japan reaffirms energy ties with Russia
despite G7 pressure

(ay) Japan is seeking to balance its national energy
security needs with its commitments to G7 sanctions
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policy, maintaining a pragmatic stance toward energy
ties with Russia despite mounting Western pressure.

Japan's Trade and Industry Minister Yoji Muto said on
October 21 that Tokyo will act “appropriately based on
the national interest” when determining policy on
Russian energy imports, while maintaining
coordination with G7 partners.

His remarks came after U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent reportedly urged Japan to end all Russian
energy imports, including liquefied natural gas (LNG)
from the Sakhalin-2 project. Although Japan agreed
with other G7 members to phase out Russian oil
following Moscow’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine, it
continues to import LNG from Sakhalin-2, which
provides about nine percent of Japan’s LNG supply and
roughly three percent of its total electricity generation.

Muto added that Japan has “steadily reduced”
dependence on Russian energy since 2022 but
stressed that Sakhalin-2 remains “extremely important
for energy security.”

Japan is unlikely to suspend purchases in the near
term, given its limited alternatives and high domestic
energy costs. Additionally, a significant amount of fuel
from Sakhalin-2 is supplied under long-term purchase
agreements, some of which don't expire until the
2030s. [Reuters] [Bloomberg]

Japan funds new school in Laos as part of
soft power initiative

(ms) The Japanese government has committed over
USD 88,000 to build the Hatsa Lower Secondary School
in Bokeo Province, under its Grant Assistance for
Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) initiative.
The new facility, located in Hatsa village, Paktha
district, will include classrooms, restrooms, desks, and
teaching equipment to enhance learning conditions for
students and teachers.

The project marks Japan's 10th development initiative
in Bokeo, bringing total investment in the province to
USD 870,000 across education, health, and
infrastructure sectors. The grant agreement was
signed on 15 October by Ambassador Koizumi
Tsutomu at the Bokeo Provincial Government Building.

Japan remains Laos's largest bilateral donor,

contributing over USD 370 million between 2019 and
2024 through loans, grants, and technical assistance.
Its aid spans agriculture, healthcare, human resource
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development, and infrastructure, reflecting a long-
standing partnership focused on sustainable national
development. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia deepens energy ties with Japan

(tl) At the 3rd Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC)
Ministerial Meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and
Japan signed six memoranda of understanding (MoUs)
to boost cooperation on decarbonization and clean
energy.

Science, Technology and Innovation Minister Chang Lih
Kang said the agreements cover key areas such as
carbon capture and storage (CCS), biofuels, financing,
and decarbonization. The collaboration aims to
enhance regional energy security, affordability, and
sustainability, aligning with Malaysia’s National Energy
Transition Roadmap and ASEAN Community Vision
2045.

Among the key deals were an agreement on CCS
between Malaysia and Japan’s Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry, an investment pact for a biofuel
plant in Pengerang, and a strategic partnership
between the Development Bank of Sarawak and
Mizuho Bank.

Chang said discussions also focused on three future
cooperation pillars: just energy transition, green
mobility and sustainable aviation fuels, and mobilising
transition finance. He added that Malaysia was
planning to explore nuclear energy under the
upcoming 13th Malaysia Plan, underscoring its
ambition to become a regional energy hub. [Free
Malaysia Today]

Malaysian prime minister talks with
Afghanistan and Pakistan leaders amid
border tensions

(tl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim held
phone discussions with Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Afghanistan’s Acting Prime Minister
Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund to express
concern over the rising border tensions between the
two nations. He called for dialogue and diplomacy to
prevent further conflict and safeguard regional
stability.

Following mediation by Qatar and Turkiye, Pakistan
and Afghanistan agreed to a ceasefire after peace talks
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in Doha, according to Qatar’s Foreign Ministry. [Malay
Mail]

Malaysian Prime Minister plans to hold
talk with US President Trump at ASEAN
summit

(th) Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim announced that he
will hold talks with the US President Donald Trump
during the 47th ASEAN Summit, which Malaysia will
host in Kuala Lumpur from October 26-28. The
meeting aims to strengthen bilateral trade and
investment ties while addressing major international
issues, including the conflict in Gaza and efforts to
promote regional peace.

Anwar said his discussions with Trump will focus on
protecting Malaysia's economic interests and sharing
views on global stability and justice. He also reiterated
Malaysia's balanced foreign policy, maintaining close
ties with both China and the United States, as well as
expanding engagement with Europe, Latin America,
and Africa. He also stressed ASEAN's centrality,
highlighting this summit as a platform to strengthen
the collaboration and global partnerships under ASEAN
Framework. [Malay Mail 1]

Moreover, Anwar said he is optimistic that the
upcoming ASEAN Summit will deliver constructive
results as Malaysia and other member states work to
manage escalating global trade tensions caused by
rising US tariffs and protectionist policies.

He stressed that tariff-related issues would dominate
the discussions, with ASEAN nations expected to seek
fairer trade terms following the US imposition of tariffs
ranging from 10 percent to 40 percent across the
region. [Malay Mail 2]

Maldives and Egypt sigh memorandum to
boost political cooperation

(ya) The Maldives and Egypt have signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) to establish a
framework for regular political dialogue, underscoring
both countries’ intent to deepen bilateral engagement.
The agreement was signed in Cairo on October 18 by
Maldivian foreign minister Abdullah Khaleel and his
Egyptian counterpart Badr Abdelatty.
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Diplomatic relations between the Maldives and Egypt
date back to 1969, but the new MoU marks a step
toward more structured engagement. It follows a
similar agreement signed between the Maldives and
the Philippines in September, suggesting Malé’s
broader push to expand its network of political and
economic partnerships beyond its traditional regional
focus. [The Sun]

China’s imports of Mongolian coal hit
record high amid efforts to curb
overcapacity

(fs) China’'s imports of Mongolian coal surged to a
record 9.29 million metric tons in September, up 33
percent year-on-year.

The rise came as Beijing's recent restrictions on
domestic coal production, part of its “anti-involution”
campaign to curb overcapacity, drove up local prices
and prompted traders to seek cheaper foreign
supplies. Domestic thermal coal prices have reached
their highest level in eight months, while metallurgical
coal futures have increased by 30 percent since July.

Analysts noted that Mongolia, benefiting from its
proximity and stable trade ties, has expanded its
market share significantly, positioning itself as China's
most reliable coal supplier amid ongoing trade
tensions with countries such as Australia and the
United States. [Reuters]

India, Mongolia sign wide-ranging
agreements to deepen cooperation across
multiple sectors

(fs) President of Mongolia Ukhnaagiin Khirelstkh paid
an official visit to India from October 13 to 16. During
the visit, both countries signed nine bilateral
agreements aimed at strengthening cooperation in
areas including trade, culture, digital innovation, and
disaster management.

The agreements include collaboration on cooperative
development, humanitarian assistance, and India’s
grant program for small-scale infrastructure and social
projects in Mongolia, with each project eligible for up
to USD 50,000 in financing. Other accords focus on
preserving the Winter Palace of Bogd Khaan, geological
exploration and mineral resource management, and a
cultural exchange programme for 2025-2029 to
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promote arts, heritage conservation, and literary
translation.

Additional memoranda cover digital cooperation,
immigration collaboration, and regional partnerships
between Mongolia’'s Arkhangai province and India’s
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council.
[Montsame]

Kharelstkh had official meetings with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and President Droupadi
Murmu, in which he highlighted the importance of
expanding cooperation across certain sectors,
including economy, trade, energy, agriculture, and
green development.

Modi unveiled a training and development program for
Mongolia's border security forces and reaffirmed
India’s support for the construction of a USD 1.7 billion
oil refinery in Mongolia, financed through an Indian
credit line. The refinery, expected to be completed by
2027, aims to reduce Mongolia's energy dependence
on Russia by covering up to 60 percent of its domestic
needs. [Asia News]

Mongolia also reaffirmed its support for India’s bid for
permanent membership in the United Nations Security
Council and announced they are set to join the
International Solar Alliance, an intergovernmental
treaty-based organization launched in 2015 by India
and France to promote solar energy as a sustainable
solution to energy needs and climate change.
[ChiniMandi]

Mongolia, Czech Republic strengthen
bilateral cooperation

(fs) A delegation led by Deputy Speaker of the Senate
of the Czech Republic Jitka Seitlova met with Member
of the Mongolian parliament and Head of the
Mongolia-Czech Parliamentary Group Bat-Erdene
Jadamb on October 16 to enhance inter-parliamentary
and bilateral cooperation.

Bat-Erdene emphasized the importance of
parliamentary cooperation and acknowledged Czech
contributions to environmental projects, including
efforts to protect rare species like the Mazaalai bear
and wild Bactrian camel (see AiR No. 41, October/2025,
2).

Both sides discussed the progress of ongoing projects
and explored future opportunities to expand
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collaboration across social and economic sectors.
[Montsame]

India reiterates utmost importance of
ending violence and maintaining peace in
Myanmar

(su) India has reiterated its call for all parties in
Myanmar to fully utilize the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) mechanism and engage in inclusive
political dialogue aimed at achieving sustainable peace
based on democracy and federalism.

Speaking on behalf of the Indian Foreign Secretary at
the 10th anniversary ceremony of the NCA held in Nay
Pyi Taw on October 15, Indian Ambassador to
Myanmar H.E. Shri Abhay Thakur emphasized that the
cessation of violence and the maintenance of stability
in Myanmar are “of utmost importance” for India.

He highlighted India’s shared 1,643-kilometre land and
1,060-kilometre maritime borders with Myanmar,
noting that the conflict directly affects India’s security
and regional stability. The Ambassador stated that
Myanmar's peace process must be inclusive, built on
compromise and political dialogue among all
stakeholders, and aimed at establishing a federal
democratic republic through a free, fair, and credible
democratic process.

Thakur described the NCA as a turning pointin
Myanmar's history and reaffirmed India’s support for
strengthening the agreement’s framework. He also
outlined India's ongoing cooperation in sharing its
federal governance experience, including legislative
and executive powers, revenue sharing mechanisms,
and constitutional arrangements, to support
Myanmar's peace efforts.

Reaffirming Myanmar's importance in India’s
Neighbourhood First, Act East, and MAHASAGAR
(Maritime Security and Growth for All in the Region)
policies, the Ambassador concluded by underscoring
India’s longstanding cultural and strategic ties with
Myanmar and its continued support for a peace
process “most suitable for the country.” [Eleven Media
Group]

Malaysia’s human rights commission calls
for ASEAN accountability over Myanmar
crisis
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(su)The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) has urged ASEAN and regional
governments to take concrete action to address
Myanmar’s human rights crisis, particularly the
systematic violence faced by women and youth since
the 2021 coup. The statement followed an October 16
forum in Kuala Lumpur, co-hosted with Progressive
Voice and the Alternative ASEAN Network on Burma
(ALTSEAN-Burma), titled “Strengthening Regional
Accountability: ASEAN'’s Failure on Women, Youth, Peace,
and Security in Myanmar.”

SUHAKAM Chair Dato’ Seri Mohd Hishamudin Yunus
highlighted that the conflict has displaced more than
3.5 million people and caused over 6,000 civilian
deaths, emphasizing the widespread use of conflict-
related sexual violence and impunity for military
abuses. Participants also reviewed the ASEAN Regional
Plan of Action on Women, Peace and Security (RPA
WPS), finding that its commitments to protection,
participation, and justice remain largely unfulfilled in
Myanmar.

The commission called on Malaysia, as ASEAN's 2025
chair, to press for inclusive peace processes involving
Myanmar’'s women and youth, ensure unhindered
humanitarian access, and pursue accountability for
atrocity crimes, including sexual violence. SUHAKAM
reaffirmed its commitment to advocating for justice
and regional action, warning that ASEAN must not fail
the women and youth of Myanmar. [Mizzima]

Burma Campaign UK urges British
government to resume sanctions on
Myanmar junta

(su) On October 15, Burma Campaign UK called on the
British government to resume targeted sanctions
against Myanmar's military regime, warning that a
year-long pause in new measures has weakened
international pressure ahead of the junta’s planned
December elections. The advocacy group noted that
the last UK sanctions were imposed in October 2024
and criticized London for falling behind the USA, EU,
Canada, and Australia in targeting the junta’s revenue
streams and arms procurement channels.

Director Mark Farmaner said that after leading global
sanction efforts in the aftermath of the 2021 coup,
Britain has “slowed to a standstill,” imposing more
sanctions on Russia in a single day than it has on
Myanmar's military in five years. The group argued that
this lapse emboldens the junta as it escalates attacks
ahead of its planned polls, which it described as


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-dui/

“designed to secure military control over Burma
indefinitely.”

Burma Campaign UK urged Foreign Secretary Yvette
Cooper to resume sanctions on a wide range of targets
to ensure cumulative impact and launched an online
campaign encouraging supporters to write to the
Foreign Office. [Mizzima]

North Korea-China trade hits six-year high

(dgl/sm) Trade between North Korea and China has
reached its highest level in six years, marking a
significant deepening of bilateral ties. According to
China’s General Administration of Customs, trade
between the two countries rose to USD 271.2 million in
September, up 30.75 percent year-on-year and driven
largely by North Korean imports of Chinese consumer
and industrial goods such as soybean oil, wool,
asphalt, and sugar. Exports increased 54.53 percent on
a month-to-month basis.

Analysts attribute the surge to improved relations after
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's summit with
President Xi Jinping on September 4, as well as
Pyongyang's growing dependence on Beijing to revive
its stagnant economy. While Russia provides limited
support—mainly crude oil, food, and luxury items
allegedly in return for arms shipments—China is
emerging as North Korea’s primary economic partner.

The trend also aligns with North Korea's efforts to
restore the Wonsan-Kalma Coastal Tourist Zone, a key
development project expected to attract Chinese
tourists. Experts describe this shift as part of
Pyongyang's evolving strategy of “security from Russia,
economy from China,” highlighting a clear division in its
foreign reliance aimed at balancing economic survival
with strategic backing. [Korea JoongAng Daily]
[Reuters]

North Korea expands overseas labor presence in China

Meanwhile, Pyongyang has sent around 100
information technology (IT) specialists to a new base in
the Chinese border city of Dandong and is also
preparing to dispatch more workers to China under
tighter government oversight.

Authorities are enforcing stricter screening measures
that include detailed background checks, loyalty
assessments, and surveillance of both workers and
their families before their deployment. These
measures are intended to reduce defection risks and
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matin ideological control while expanding labor
exports.

These similar initiatives highlight Pyongyang's strategy
to secure foreign currency through both digital and
physical labor while tightening political discipline over
its overseas workforce amid economic strain and
international restrictions. It also reflects a calculated
effort to strengthen economic partnership with China,
using cross-border employment and cyber operations
as lifelines to sustain the regim enad fund its broader
strategic objectives. [Daily NK 1] [Daily NK 2]

China repatriates over 400 North Koreans

(dql) China has forcibly repatriated at least 406 North
Koreans since 2023, according to a new Human Rights
Watch (HRW) report, accusing Beijing of violating its
obligations under international law prohibiting
refoulement, or the return of individuals to countries
where they risk serious harm.

Among those repatriated were 108 North Korean
workers deported in January 2024 after a protest in
Jilin Province and 212 trafficked women detained in
southern China. HRW's findings, based on sources
corroborated by previous investigations, suggest that
Beijing has continued the practice but in smaller, less
visible waves following mass repatriations in 2023 after
North Korea’'s border reopening. [HRW]

Experts note that China has tightened surveillance of
North Koreans allowed to stay due to family ties with
Chinese nationals, with recent deportations likely
targeting those who attempted to reach South Korea.
Beijing maintains that undocumented North Koreans
are economic migrants and rejects U.N.
recommendations to halt the practice.

The report also highlights a wider decline in
international and South Korean support for North
Korean human rights advocacy. In both Washington
and Seoul, recent administrations have reduced or
dissolved programs and funding for these initiatives.
[NK News]

North Korea conducts drone operations
from Russia to support strikes in Ukraine

(dqgl) Ukrainian authorities reported that North Korean
forces stationed in Russia are conducting drone
reconnaissance missions across the border into
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Ukraine, marking the first confirmed battlefield
involvement of Pyongyang's troops in months.
Previously, thousands of North Korean soldiers fought
alongside Russian forces in Russia’s Kursk region
during Ukraine’s major incursion last year but were
later withdrawn after heavy losses.

According to the Ukrainian General Staff, North Korean
units now operate drones from Kursk to locate
Ukrainian positions and assist Russian rocket strikes in
Ukraine's Sumy region. Ukrainian forces have
intercepted communications between North Korean
drone operators and Russian military personnel.
[Reuters]

In addition, Russian forces in southern Ukraine are
reportedly using small drones armed with North
Korean cluster munitions, marking a new form of
Pyongyang's direct support for Moscow's war effort,
according to a report released by Conflict Armament
Research—a UK-based organization that investigates,
documents, and tracks weapons and ammunition used
in conflicts worldwide report. [Conflict Armament
Research]

Investigators examined a previously unknown North
Korean bomblet, retrofitted with 3-D-printed
components and an electronic detonator, attached to a
first-person-view (FPV) drone near Kherson on
September 23. This type of drone allows operators to
guide munitions more precisely to targets. The North
Korean bomblet, labeled as the JU-90 by Ukrainian
officials, appears modeled on the U.S. M42 Dual-
Purpose Improved Conventional Munition from the
1991 Gulf War, though modified for drone deployment.
Its discovery underscores a sophisticated
improvisation by North Korea, directly linking its
defense industry to the war in Ukraine.

The report also noted that while Russia produces some
drone fuselages domestically, most components rely
on Chinese-made parts, reflecting Moscow's
dependence on foreign technology despite sanctions.
[The New York Times] [CNN]

These developments add a new dimension to the
growing military-technological cooperation between
Russia and North Korea and illustrate Pyongyang's
evolving role in modernizing Russia's battlefield
capabilities.

North Korea, Russia to expand bilateral
military cooperation
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(sm) North Korea's Foreign Minister, Choe Son-hui, has
pledged to deepen both strategic and tactical
cooperation with Russia, highlighting the broadening
security and military alignment between the two allies
since the signing of since they signed a mutual defense
treaty in June last year (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).
Choe made the remarks during a reception hosted by
the Russian Embassy in North Korea on October 16,
marking the 77th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the two countries.

The commitment comes alongside growing evidence of
Pyongyang actively supporting Moscow's war effort in
Ukraine via deployment of military personnel, arms
transfers, and technical assistance over the past few
years.

By signaling stronger ties with Russia while backing its
military campaigns abroad, North Korea is reinforcing
its international posture and expecting that Moscow
will reciprocate with greater military or technological
aid should the occasion arise. The move signals that
Pyongyang sees the potential in its future security and
deterrence strategy being deeply tied to Russia,
indicating not just as an ideological partner but as an
essential ally amid mounting pressure from the U.S.
and its allies. [Yonhap News Agency]

Pakistani army chief warns India against
militarization as Islamabad extends
airspace ban

(Im) Pakistan has extended its airspace ban on Indian
aircraft until November 24, signaling persistent tension
between the two nuclear-armed neighbors five months
after their heaviest fighting in decades. The restriction,
first imposed in April following an attack in Indian-
administered Kashmir that killed 26 tourists, prohibits
Indian-registered or operated aircraft from entering
Pakistani airspace. The closure has forced Indian
airlines to reroute international flights, with Air India
estimating annual additional costs of about USD 600
million due to longer routes and higher fuel use. [Arab
News 1]

The latest extension comes amid renewed friction over
political rhetoric in India ahead of state elections.
Pakistan’s military, through its media arm, accused
Indian commanders of issuing “irresponsible and
provocative statements” under domestic political
pressure, warning that such rhetoric could ignite “a
cycle of jingoism” and destabilize regional peace. The
statement cautioned that any military aggression
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would face a “swift and resolute” response. [Arab News
2]

Speaking at a passing-out ceremony at the Pakistan
Military Academy on October 18, Army Chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir cautioned that there was “no
space for war” in a nuclearized environment, urging
India to settle all outstanding issues in accordance with
international norms and principles of mutual respect.
He said Pakistan's defense policy was grounded in
credible deterrence and full-spectrum readiness,
asserting that the army had demonstrated its ability to
deliver a “swift and decisive blow” during the brief
conflict in May.

Munir accused India of continuing “state-sponsored
terrorism” through support for Baloch separatist
networks and Pakistani Taliban factions, while also
condemning the alleged use of Afghan territory by
militants launching attacks inside Pakistan. He called
on the Taliban authorities in Kabul to curb such
activities and urged Afghans to choose “mutual
security over perpetual violence.” [Arab News 3]

Malaysia and Pakistan leaders discuss
Gaza peace plan and regional stability

(Im/as) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim discussed the
Gaza Peace Plan in a phone call on October 18,
expressing hope for an immediate end to the conflict
and unhindered humanitarian access to Gaza. Sharif
briefed Ibrahim on his participation in the Gaza
ceasefire signing ceremony held earlier this month in
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, following his attendance at a
summit in New York in September where leaders from
eight Muslim-majority countries met with U.S.
President Donald Trump to coordinate peace efforts.

Sharif also raised concerns about cross-border militant
activity from Afghanistan and reiterated Pakistan’s
commitment to regional peace. Ibrahim offered
Malaysia's assistance in helping reduce tensions
between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The call followed Sharif's three-day visit to Malaysia
earlier in October, during which the two sides
announced a USD 200 million halal-meat trade quota
and agreed to deepen cooperation in the digital
economy, agriculture, and education. Both
governments described the visit as part of a broader
effort to strengthen economic and strategic relations
between the two Muslim-majority nations. [Arab News]
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Pakistan and U.S. deepen defense,
maritime, and agricultural cooperation
amid renewed bilateral engagement

(Im) Pakistan and the United States have moved to
broaden their strategic and economic cooperation,
deepening collaboration in maritime security, defense
modernization, and agricultural innovation as both
countries recalibrate ties around stability and shared
development interests.

During a high-level visit to Washington, Pakistan’s
Naval Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf held talks with
senior U.S. defense officials, including Vice Admiral
Yvette Davids, Acting Vice Commandant of the U.S.
Coast Guard Vice Admiral Thomas Allan Jr., and
representatives from the U.S. State Department and
National Defense University. Discussions centered on
regional maritime security, countering transnational
threats, and capacity-building, with both sides agreeing
to strengthen professional training programs and
cooperative operations in the Indian Ocean. [Arab
News 1]

In parallel, Islamabad and Washington agreed to
broaden agricultural research and technology
cooperation, adding an economic dimension to their
renewed partnership. Talks between Pakistan's
Minister for National Food Security and Research and
the Acting U.S. Ambassador focused on developing
hybrid and disease-resistant crops, improving livestock
genetics, and expanding digital farming to boost
productivity and exports.

The U.S. side showed interest in supporting dairy and
beef breeding programs, while both governments
discussed export standards for mangoes and other
horticultural products, including traceability systems
and the establishment of a foot-and-mouth disease-
free zone in Bahawalpur. Existing U.S.-funded
initiatives, such as the Wheat Productivity
Enhancement Project and the USD 30 million
Agricultural Innovation Project, have already produced
higher-yield wheat varieties and introduced advanced
mechanization. Building on these results, both sides
agreed to deepen collaboration in precision
agriculture, data-driven irrigation, and sustainable
resource management to strengthen food security and
climate resilience. [Arab News 2]
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Pakistan and Azerbaijan conduct joint
bilateral aerial combat exercises

(as) A Pakistan Air Force (PAF) contingent arrived in
Azerbaijan on October 19 to join bilateral aerial
combat exercises under the name “Indus Shield Alpha.”
The drills bring together advanced JF-17 Thunder
Block-Il fighter jets and Azerbaijani aircraft for live-
flying missions, simulated air combat, and joint
operational planning aimed at improving tactical
coordination and interoperability.

The deployment demonstrates the PAF's growing
expeditionary capability: Pakistani fighters flew non-
stop from home bases to Azerbaijan, supported by an
IL-79 aerial tanker that completed in-flight refueling
operations. The maneuver showcased the extended
range and endurance of Pakistan’s domestically
produced JF-17 platform, a key asset in its mid-tier
airpower strategy.

The exercise follows Baku's open political and security
backing of Islamabad during its brief April
confrontation with India, signaling a gradual
convergence of defense interests between the two
governments. [DAWN] [Arab News]

Addis Ababa expo spotlights private-
sector partnerships between Pakistan and
Ethiopia

(Im) Pakistan used the Made-in-Pakistan Exhibition in
Addis Ababa to push for greater market access and
investment ties with African economies, signaling its
intent to diversify exports and strengthen private-
sector linkages beyond traditional partners. The event
formed part of the 5th Pakistan-Africa Trade
Development Conference (PATDC) and was led by
Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan, with participation
from the African Union Commission and business
representatives from multiple African states.

Talks centered on cooperation in manufacturing,
agriculture, pharmaceuticals, engineering, and textiles,
with a focus on enabling direct business-to-business
arrangements rather than government-led projects.
Pakistani officials said the initiative is part of a broader
strategy to reduce the country’s dependence on Asian
and Middle Eastern markets, expand into
underexplored African economies, and attract foreign
investment into export-oriented sectors.
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The conference follows a series of recent outreach
efforts under Pakistan’s “Look Africa” policy, through
which Islamabad aims to establish stable trade
corridors and long-term industrial partnerships across
the continent. Both sides acknowledged the need to
build institutional frameworks that support private
investment and technology transfer, while addressing
logistical and financial constraints that continue to limit
Pakistan-Africa trade volumes. [Arab News]

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia deepen
strategic and financial cooperation ahead
of premier’s visit to Riyadh

(Im) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have reaffirmed their
deep strategic and economic partnership as Islamabad
prepares for Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's visit to
Riyadh on October 26 to attend the Future Investment
Initiative (FIl) conference and hold talks with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. The trip, which follows
a series of high-level meetings in Washington between
Pakistani and Saudi finance officials, reflects the
strengthening of bilateral ties that combine political
alignment, defense cooperation, and long-term
investment goals.

During the IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings in
Washington, Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
met with Saudi Finance Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan
and Saudi Fund for Development CEO Sultan
Abdulrahman Al-Marshad to expand cooperation
across infrastructure, energy, and privatization
initiatives. Riyadh has provided consistent financial
support to Pakistan, including over USD 1.2 billion in
development financing, USD 533 million in grants, a
USD 3 billion State Bank deposit, and a USD 1.2 billion
deferred oil payment facility—key instruments that
have helped Islamabad manage liquidity pressures and
stabilize its economy under the IMF-supported USD 7
billion Extended Fund Facility.

Talks focused on advancing Saudi participation in
Pakistan's privatization pipeline, particularly in national
airlines, airports, logistics, and hydropower, while also
exploring new collaboration in transport and digital
infrastructure. Islamabad emphasized regulatory
reforms to attract foreign capital and sought World
Bank Group support to help de-risk Saudi investments
through IFC and MIGA guarantees. [Arab News 1] [Arab
News 2]

Sharif's upcoming visit to Saudi Arabia for the Fll
conference is expected to further cement this
momentum. The summit, held annually under the
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Kingdom's Vision 2030 framework, brings together
global leaders and investors to explore opportunities
in emerging technologies, green finance, and cross-
border innovation. During the four-day trip, Sharif will
also meet Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to
discuss strategic defense cooperation, economic
reform, and regional stability. [Arab News 3]

Saudi Arabia remains Pakistan’s largest source of
foreign remittances, with around 2.6 million Pakistanis
working in the Kingdom and sending home over USD
700 million monthly. Last year, both countries signed
34 agreements worth USD 2.8 billion to boost private-
sector collaboration, reinforcing Riyadh's role as both
an economic lifeline and a key strategic partner in
Pakistan's broader recovery and reform agenda.

Fragile Pakistan-Afghanistan ceasefire
follows deadly border clashes and cross-
border militant strikes

(as/Im) Pakistan and Afghanistan have agreed to a
fragile ceasefire following more than a week of deadly
border clashes, marking the worst escalation between
the neighbors since the Taliban’s return to power in
2021. The truce, brokered by Qatar and Turkiye during
talks in Doha on October 19, came after weeks of rising
hostilities, including Pakistani airstrikes on Kandahar
and Kabul targeting what Islamabad described as
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Taliban
strongholds. The agreement will be reviewed in
Istanbul on October 25. [Reuters] [CNN]

Pakistan's defense minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif
said the ceasefire depends entirely on whether
Afghanistan reins in cross-border attacks by armed
groups operating from its territory. He warned that
“anything coming from Afghanistan will be a violation
of this agreement,” emphasizing that Islamabad'’s
restraint hinges on Kabul's compliance. Asif accused
the TTP of operating “in connivance” with Afghanistan’s
ruling Taliban—an allegation the Taliban deny, insisting
both sides have agreed not to support groups carrying
out attacks against the other. [Al Jazeera]

The latest escalation followed coordinated militant
assaults earlier in October that destroyed the Pak-
Afghan Friendship Gate and hit several Pakistani
border villages. Islamabad responded with airstrikes
on Kandahar, Kabul, and Paktika provinces—one of
which targeted TTP leader Noor Wali Mehsud, who
later appeared in a video confirming he had survived.
The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) reported at least 18 deaths and more than
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360 injuries in Afghanistan since fighting began on
October 10. [AIR No. 41, October/2025, 2] [Arab News]

In a separate interview with Arab News, Asif rejected
Afghan allegations that Pakistan was acting on behalf
of the United States to engineer regime change in
Kabul, calling the claim “total nonsense.” He also
dismissed speculation of a U.S. plot to topple the
Taliban government, saying the movement already
maintains a “comfortable relationship” with
Washington. Asif emphasized that Pakistan's only
concern is cross-border militancy and that Islamabad
has “no objection” to Afghanistan’s relations with India,
provided they do not threaten Pakistan’s security.

The defense minister confirmed that the Doha talks
produced a new understanding under which Turkiye
and Qatar will serve as guarantors to ensure the TTP
no longer operates from Afghan territory. He added
that Afghanistan had requested that the repatriation of
Afghan refugees from Pakistan be conducted “with
dignity and honor,” noting that more than 800,000
Afghans have been deported since 2023 under
Islamabad’s campaign against undocumented
foreigners. [Arab News]

The ceasefire followed the collapse of a short-term
truce declared on October 15, which ended when a
suicide bombing in North Waziristan killed seven
Pakistani soldiers. A day later, Pakistan launched a
major cross-border operation, killing over 70 militants
from the Gul Bahadur Group, a TTP-aligned faction, in
strikes on their hideouts in Afghanistan’s Paktika
province. Officials said several senior commanders
were among the dead, describing the operation as a
significant blow to the group’s leadership. [Arab News]
[Arab News] [The Express Tribune]

In response, Afghanistan withdrew from a planned
Twenty?20 cricket tri-series in Pakistan after airstrikes in
Paktika province allegedly killed three Afghan
cricketers. The International Cricket Council and India's
cricket board condemned the attacks, while Pakistan
maintained that it had targeted verified militant camps.
[Reuters] [Deutschlandfunk, in German]

Philippines eyes South Korean anti-ship
missiles amid rising tensions with China

(ms) The Philippines is in talks to acquire South Korea's
new Chunmoo Tactical Missile Anti-Ship Ballistic Missile
(CTM-ASBM), a move that could further shift the
military balance in the South China Sea and strengthen
Manila’s coastal defense network. South Korean
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defense company Hanwha Aerospace confirmed this
month that the Philippines has shown interest in the
system, which is still under development and expected
to be completed by 2028.

The CTM-ASBM, designed to launch from the K239
Chunmoo multiple-rocket system, can strike sea
targets up to 160 kilometers away and be deployed in
salvos of eight missiles. The system is being marketed
as a cost-effective deterrent for coastal and island
nations seeking to defend strategic waterways against
naval incursions.

If the deal proceeds, it would add another layer to the
Philippines’ growing missile-based deterrence strategy.
Manila has already deployed India’'s BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles, capable of reaching 290
kilometers, and hosts U.S. Typhon launchers and Navy-
Marine Expeditionary Ship Interdiction Systems
(NMESIS) under bilateral defense agreements. These
deployments have transformed the Philippines into a
key node in the U.S.-led First Island Chain strategy—an
arc of allied defenses stretching from Japan to Malaysia
intended to constrain China’s maritime ambitions.

The potential purchase also underscores Seoul’s
increasing alignment with Washington's Indo-Pacific
posture, especially after China imposed sanctions on
several South Korean shipbuilding subsidiaries earlier
this year in retaliation for cooperation with U.S.
investigations.

For Manila, the interest in the CTM-ASBM reflects an
urgent effort to counter China's expanding military
footprint near Scarborough Shoal and the Bashi
Channel, both critical maritime chokepoints. However,
analysts caution that the Philippines’ small-island
geography and limited infrastructure could complicate
missile deployment and mobility, making such systems
vulnerable to preemptive strikes.

Still, the pursuit of South Korea's “ship-killer” missile
highlights Manila’s determination to expand its
deterrence capabilities—even as domestic politics and
uncertain U.S. policy under a returning Trump
administration could affect long-term defense
cooperation in the region. [Asia Times] [South China
Morning Post]

Philippines receives USD 29.2 million aid
from Japan for rice processing

(ghd) Japan has provided the Philippines a USD 29.2
million grant for the construction of a modern rice
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processing and storage complex in Isabela, a major
boost for the country's agricultural sector and food
security goals. Specifically, the aid will fund the
establishment of a comprehensive facility designed to
improve the efficiency of post-harvest rice production.
The project will include the construction of modern
milling, drying, and storage systems.

Japanese Embassy Chargé d'affaires Ad Interim Ono
Sho and Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs
Secretary Lazaro signed and exchanged notes for the
project on October 16. This grant is aimed at reducing
post-harvest losses, improving the quality of locally
produced rice, and ultimately increasing the income of
Filipino farmers in the region. The new rice processing
system is expected to play a crucial role in stabilizing
the supply of the nation's staple food and supporting
the overall development of the agricultural industry in
Isabela, one of the country's top rice-producing
provinces. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines and US deepen maritime
cooperation with new training program
and joint exercises

(ms) The Philippines and the United States have
strengthened their maritime security partnership
through a new USD 2.4 million capacity-building
program and a series of joint military exercises aimed
at enhancing the Philippine Coast Guard's (PCQ)
operational readiness and coastal defense capabilities.

Launched on October 17, the three-year program is
funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs
and is designed to improve the PCG's fleet
maintenance, repair, and logistical capabilities. The
initiative will include specialized training courses for
PCG personnel conducted both in the United States
and the Philippines, ensuring that vessels remain fully
mission-capable for law enforcement and maritime
patrol duties.

The program underscores the deepening cooperation
between the two allies in promoting maritime security
and safeguarding a free and open Indo-Pacific region, a
key shared objective amid growing regional tensions.

In parallel, Philippine and U.S. Marines conducted a
joint maritime strike exercise in llocos Norte, focusing
on coastal defense operations and interoperability.
The exercise featured simulated air and naval
engagements against hostile maritime targets, testing
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both nations’ coordination in real-world threat
scenarios.

These initiatives form part of the Philippines-U.S. effort
to reinforce their 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty, which
commits both nations to mutual support in the event
of an external armed attack. Together, the training
program and exercises highlight a continuing
commitment to collective defense, maritime domain
awareness, and regional stability in the face of evolving
security challenges. [Manila Bulletin 1] [Manila Bulletin
2]

Philippines, France strengthen maritime
partnership

(ghd) The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has hailed
France as a "firm ally" in advancing shared maritime
interests and upholding a rules-based order. This was
highlighted by PCG Commandant Admiral Gavan
during a courtesy call by French Ambassador Fontanel
on October 17.

During the same event, Gavan and Fontanel discussed
the Philippines’ acquisition of 40 Fast Patrol Crafts to
bolster the PCG's maritime capabilities. This
procurement is supported through a government-to-
government financing agreement under the
Agreement on Financial and Development Cooperation
between the Philippines and France. These new vessels
are intended to significantly strengthen the PCG's
patrol capabilities across the Philippines' exclusive
economic zone (EEZ).

Specifically, the fleet expansion aims to provide
broader coverage and improved mobility, allowing for
faster and more effective responses to maritime
threats such as illegal fishing, smuggling, piracy, and
terrorism. Furthermore, the new assets are expected
to enhance interoperability between the PCG and
other agencies like the Armed Forces of the Philippines
and the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, as
well as international partners, reinforcing the
commitment to maritime security amidst regional
challenges. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines, Hungary nearing USD 33
million agreement for water treatment

(ghd) The Philippines and Hungary are set to finalize a
USD 33 million loan agreement that will fund major
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water treatment and desalination projects, aimed at
improving clean water access in the country. The
announcement was made following a meeting
between Hungarian National Assembly Speaker Laszl6
Koveér, Philippine Senate President Sotto and Senate
Majority Leader Zubiri.

During his visit, Kévér confirmed that discussions on
the water project are at an advanced stage. He added
that they are "close to signing the agreement" and are
currently awaiting a response from the Philippines on
the final draft. Philippine senate leaders welcomed the
initiative, which leverages Hungary's century-long
expertise in water management. The project
underscores the deepening cooperation between the
two nations and supports the Philippines' efforts to
modernize its water infrastructure. [Manila Bulletin]

Singapore and Indonesia expand military
interoperability at Exercise Safkar
Indopura

(nl) Singapore and Indonesia have concluded the 37th
edition of Exercise Safkar Indopura, an annual army-to-
army drill aimed at strengthening interoperability and
trust between both forces. Held in Singapore from
October 8 to 15, the exercise involved around 550
personnel and included urban operations, cross-
training and combined arms missions using armored
vehicles, drones and engineer support units. For the
first time, the exercise incorporated cyber defense
scenarios and was conducted at the newly developed
SAFTI City training complex — marking the Singapore
Army's first bilateral exercise with an ASEAN partner at
the facility.

The joint drill reflects deepening defense cooperation
between the two neighbors, whose militaries have
maintained regular engagements since the exercise’s
launch in 1989. Beyond operational exchanges, the
program also featured cultural and sports activities to
foster camaraderie. Both sides underscored that the
exercise serves not only as a platform for professional
collaboration but also as a means to enhance regional
stability and understanding amid evolving security
challenges in Southeast Asia. [Ministry of Defence,
Singapore]

China’s Premier to visit Singapore in late
October
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(nl) Chinese Premier Li Qiang is expected to visit
Singapore later in October to commemorate the 35th
anniversary of diplomatic relations, in what would be
the first trip to the city-state by a Chinese premier in
seven years. The visit will take place ahead of Li's
participation in a regional summit in Malaysia,
signaling renewed engagement by Beijing in Southeast
Asia. His arrival follows Singapore Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong's visit to Beijing in June, where both
sides reaffirmed cooperation in trade, finance and
other areas.

Singapore’s ties with China remain a careful balance
between economic cooperation and strategic
neutrality, as the city-state navigates its close security
partnership with the United States alongside robust
commercial links with Beijing. While details of Li's
itinerary have yet to be announced, the visit is
expected to underscore the long-standing partnership
between the two countries as they mark the diplomatic
milestone. [Yahoo News]

Singapore rebuts Malaysian Islamist
party’s remarks over election interference

(nl) Singapore’s Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
rejected claims by Malaysia's Islamist party Parti Islam
Se-Malaysia (PAS) that it was unfairly portrayed in the
city-state’s political discourse, following renewed
tensions over foreign involvement in Singapore's
elections. The exchange came after PAS accused
Singapore of using it as a “convenient bogeyman” to
advance domestic political agendas, a day after
Minister for Home Affairs K Shanmugam warned
against politicizing race and religion during a
parliamentary statement.

PAS secretary-general Takiyuddin Hassan said his party
respected national sovereignty and that its earlier
comments on Singapore politics had been “ordinary
cross-border commentary” that were misrepresented
as a security threat. He urged Singapore to avoid what
he called “manufacturing enemies” and maintained
that PAS's engagements were conducted through
formal and lawful channels. His remarks preceded the
MHA's strong response describing the party's
statements as divisive and inconsistent with its earlier
position in April, when it had distanced itself from the
same comments. [Free Malaysia Today]

The MHA reiterated that foreign parties have no place
influencing Singapore’s politics, especially on racial or
religious grounds, and said PAS's evolving stance
raised questions about its intent. While noting that
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foreigners can comment on policies, the ministry said
Singapore will act against any attempt to sway voters
or exploit identity-based issues. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore-Malaysia Johor economic zone
draws USD 4.2 billion in investments,
boosting cross-border growth

(ms) Singapore and Malaysia’'s newly launched Johor-
Singapore Special Economic Zone (JS-SEZ) has already
attracted USD 4.2 billion (SGD 5.5 billion) in
investments from Singapore-based firms, underscoring
the success of regional cooperation amid global trade
uncertainty.

Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister and Trade Minister
Gan Kim Yong said on October 14 that the zone
demonstrates “what countries can achieve when they
choose cooperation over protectionism.” The JS-SEZ—
modeled after China’'s Shenzhen—offers tax breaks,
streamlined customs procedures, and investment
incentives to expand manufacturing, logistics, and
technology industries.

Malaysia's Trade Minister Tengku Zafrul Aziz
announced an additional MYR 200 million (USD 42
million) under the 2026 budget to support high-impact
industrial projects, alongside MYR 650 million (USD 137
million) for workforce training in sectors such as Al,
electric vehicles, and semiconductors.

The initiative is expected to create thousands of jobs,
enhance regional supply chains, and deepen economic
integration across the 1-kilometer causeway linking
Johor and Singapore. [South China Morning Post]

Singapore and Malaysia deepen power
cooperation with Sarawak hydropower
deal

(nl) Singapore and Malaysia have signed two cross-
border power agreements that mark a significant step
toward regional energy integration and low-carbon
cooperation. The accords, announced on October 17,
will enable Singapore to import up to 3 gigawatts of
low-carbon electricity, including 1GW from Malaysia's
Sarawak state and up to 2GW through a new
interconnection with Peninsular Malaysia.

Under the first agreement, Singapore’'s Sembcorp
Utilities and Sarawak Energy will jointly develop the
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transmission of hydropower-generated electricity from
Sarawak to Singapore, with operations expected
around 2035 pending final approvals and the
installation of a 700-kilometre subsea cable. Sarawak
Premier Abang Johari Tun Openg said the cable
construction could begin by 2026, following supply
delays that are expected to ease next year.

The initiative will be powered mainly by Sarawak’s
expanding hydropower capacity, which currently
produces about 3.5GW of electricity. The state aims to
triple this to 10GW by 2030 through additional hydro,
solar and gas projects. With its population of around
2.5 million, Sarawak generates more electricity than it
consumes and has sought export opportunities to
neighboring economies.

A second agreement between Singapore’s SP Group,
Singapore Energy Interconnections and Malaysia's
Tenaga Nasional Berhad will see a detailed feasibility
study for a new undersea link between Singapore and
Peninsular Malaysia. Targeted for completion by 2030,
the new interconnector would double existing capacity
and strengthen power grid resilience across both
markets.

The twin deals signal closer collaboration between
Singapore and Malaysia in advancing Southeast Asia’s
cross-border power trade. They also align with
Singapore’s plan to import up to 4GW of low-carbon
electricity by 2035, part of its broader effort to
decarbonize its power sector, which accounts for
about 40 per cent Singapore's carbon emissions.
[Singapore Press Centre] [The Straits Times] [Reuters]

Exercise Malapura strengthens Malaysia
and Singapore naval cooperation

(nl) The Royal Malaysian Navy and the Republic of
Singapore Navy concluded their 33rd edition of
Exercise Malapura on 17 October, underscoring
continued cooperation between the two neighbors in
maintaining maritime security in the Malacca Strait.
This year's exercise involved a mix of frigates, patrol
vessels, fast attack craft, and aircraft from both sides,
reflecting the growing scale and complexity of the
annual drills.

Held in two phases - onshore at Malaysia’s Lumut
Naval Base and at sea in the Malacca Strait - the
exercise featured air defense maneuvers, gunnery
firing, helicopter cross-deck operations, and
coordinated maritime security drills. The activities
allowed both navies to strengthen operational
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interoperability and share professional expertise, while
also building rapport through joint planning and
informal exchanges.

First launched in 1984, Exercise Malapura remains a
key fixture in Malaysia-Singapore defense relations. It
complements other areas of collaboration such as the
Malacca Straits Patrol and regional frameworks like the
Five Power Defence Arrangements and ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting. [Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

South Korea to impose financial sanctions
on Cambodian crime networks amid surge
in online scam cases

(mo/dgl/gm) South Korea is preparing to impose
financial sanctions on Cambodian-based crime
networks involved in large-scale human trafficking and
online scam operations, following a surge in
kidnappings of South Korean citizens in the country.
The move, expected to be announced later this month,
represents Seoul's most decisive action to date,
addressing criticism over its previously cautious
approach. It comes

The Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) under the Financial
Services Commission is reviewing the designation of
suspected criminals and affiliated businesses as
“restricted entities,” a step that would freeze assets
and block financial transactions, including
cryptocurrency transfers. This follows joint sanctions
by the United States and Britain on Cambodia’s Prince
Group and Huione Group, both accused of human
trafficking, money laundering, and massive cyber
fraud. The U.S. has labeled Prince Group a
“transnational criminal organization” and indicted its
CEO, Chen Zhi, who is now reportedly missing.

South Korean authorities are investigating Prince
Group's potential operations in Seoul, including a real
estate affiliate that may have served as a front for
recruiting victims for overseas scam schemes. Police
are determining whether to launch formal
investigations into local affiliates. The FIU also plans to
expand scrutiny of cryptocurrency-linked money
laundering across Southeast Asia by year-end. [The
Korea Times 1] [The Diplomat]

Prince Group has reportedly deposited over KRW 90
billion (USD 63 million) in Cambodian branches of
South Korean banks, according to lawmaker Kang Min-
kuk of the main opposition People Power Party (PPP).
He stated that the group conducted 52 transactions
across five local branches in Cambodia, totaling more
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than KRW 197 billion (USD 136 million). [The Korea
Times 2]

Reports of kidnapped South Koreans in Cambodia
surged to 330 as of August 2025, up from 17 in 2023.
Many victims were lured by fake job offers and forced
to participate in online fraud under threats of torture
or death. Public outrage intensified after a 22-year-old
Korean student abducted in Cambodia was found dead
with signs of severe torture. [Bangkok Post]

In response, Seoul has imposed a travel ban on several
Cambodian provinces, effective on October 16. [The
Guardian]

Meanwhile, 64 South Koreans repatriated from
Cambodia on October 18. The individuals were taken
into custody upon boarding their flight to Incheon and
will be questioned at local police stations after arrival.
The operation comes in the wake of the torture and
death of a South Korean college student lured to
Cambodia by a criminal ring, which sparked public
outrage and drew attention to the growing number of
Koreans deceived by fake high-paying job offers and
forced to participate in online scams. [Anadolu Ajansi]

On October 20, the South Korean police sought the
formal arrest of 58 of the 64 nationals repatriated f for
allegedly working in online scam operations, including
romance scams, fake investment schemes, and voice
phishing, mostly targeting South Koreans. [The
Independent] [Reuters]

Meanwhile, South Korea's Foreign Ministry held a
meeting with the Embassy in Cambodia on October 21
to review the situation of South Korean nationals
affected by online job scams in the country. The
session, led by Second Vice Foreign Minister Kim Jina,
came amid growing concerns over South Koreans
either deceived by or involved in these scams.

Kim instructed the embassy to continue consultations
with Cambodian authorities on the operational
procedures of a bilateral joint task force established
last week. She emphasized the need for swift,
proactive consular assistance to protect South Korean
citizens and pledged additional support, including
temporary personnel increases and a supplementary
budget, to ease the embassy’s workload. Park Il,
serving as the de facto head of the mission in Phnom
Penh, said he would work to establish a consistent
support system for South Korean victims and
strengthen prevention and response measures for
nationals in Cambodia. [Yonhap News Agency]
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In Kim's earlier October 16 meeting, Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Manet pledged to strengthen
cooperation in preventing and suppressing
transnational crimes, especially technology-based
fraud. Hun Manet underscored that the partnership
required no third-party involvement, pointedly
dismissing Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's
offer to assist. [The Phnom Penh Post]

On the same day, authorities issued arrest warrants
for 48 individuals repatriated from Cambodia over
their alleged involvement in online scam rings. [The
Korea Herald]

South Korea accuses North Korea of
releasing water from border dam without
notice, raising safety concerns

(mo) South Korea says North Korea has once again
released water from the Hwanggang Dam without
prior notice, based on satellite imagery. The discharge,
likely due to recent rainfall, raised water levels at the
Imjin River and triggered safety alerts near the border.

This is the second such incident this month. Although
Pyongyang agreed in 2009 to notify Seoul before water
releases, it has not done so in years, and Seoul warns
the unannounced discharges endanger residents in
border regions. [Anadalu Anjusi]

Azerbaijan, South Korea discuss military
cooperation

(mo) On October 14, Azerbaijan and South Korea held
high-level defense talks in Baku to deepen cooperation
in military development and regional security. The
meeting—hosted at Azerbaijan's General Staff
headquarters by Col. Gen. Karim Valiyev and attended
by a South Korean delegation led by Maj. Gen. Choi
Chun-song—focused on expanding defense
collaboration, sharing expertise, and planning future
joint initiatives.

Both sides praised existing cooperation and
highlighted the role of mutual visits in strengthening
ties. Defense engagement between the countries has
grown since establishing diplomatic relations in the
1990s, with a South Korean military attaché office
opening in Baku in 2015.
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Following the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war—the six-
week armed conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan
over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh—
Azerbaijan has pursued advanced partners for defense
modernization, while South Korea has been increasing
global defense cooperation and exports. [Ministry of
Defense of the Republic of Azerbaijan] [Defense post]

South Korea, U.S. poised to seal trade deal
with 350 billion USD investment
framework before APEC summit

(mo) South Korea is close to sealing a trade agreement
with the United States, with officials hoping to finalize
it before the APEC summit in Gyeongju later this
month. On October 20—following his return from a
trip to Washington where he met with U.S. Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick—Chief negotiator Kim Yong-
beom said most issues are resolved, though a few
remain.

Talks, stalled for months, advanced after U.S. President
Trump agreed to cut tariffs on South Korean imports to
15 percent if Seoul delivers a 350 billion USD
investment in the U.S. Auto tariffs are still unresolved.

A high-level Korean delegation visited Washington to
negotiate the investment terms. Seoul wants most of
the 350 billion USD to be loans and guarantees rather
than a direct outflow, citing currency and reserve
stability concerns. Trump had initially demanded
upfront payment, but officials say the U.S. now
understands Korea's FX risks.

Economists warn that a lump-sum transfer equal to 84
percent of Korea's reserves would destabilize markets.
Several alternative structures are being discussed,
including won-denominated bond issuance, indirect
“soft swap” mechanisms that avoid tapping reserves,
or dollar-linked special-purpose vehicles. Critics argue
these options could raise debt or weaken reserves, and
some say accepting higher U.S. tariffs might be safer
than transferring such large funds. [Mitrade] [Reuters]

In an ealier move last week, South Korea's top
corporate executives met with U.S. President Donald
Trump at a golf event in Florida to discuss their
investment activities in the United States. Participants
included Samsung Electronics’ Lee Jae-yong, SK Group's
Chey Tae-won, Hyundai Motor Group's Euisun Chung,
LG Group's Koo Kwang-mo, and Hanwha Group’s Kim
Dong-kwan.
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While no direct discussions on tariffs took place,
Trump emphasized the importance of bilateral
cooperation in the shipbuilding sector. The South
Korean executives used the meeting to brief the
president on their U.S. investments and strengthen
bilateral business relations, enhancing trust and
engagement amid ongoing trade negotiations. [Yonhap
News Agency]

U.S. protests South Korean raid of Osan
base

(mo) The U.S. military has demanded an explanation
from Seoul after South Korea's insurrection special
counsel team conducted a raid inside the Pyeongtaek-
Osan Air Base, a facility jointly used by U.S. and South
Korean forces, without U.S. notification or approval.

The July 21 raid targeted the South Korean Air Force's
1st Central Air Defense Control Center inside the Korea
Air and Space Operations Center, as part of the probe
into former President Yoon's alleged use of a drone
provocation as a pretext for declaring martial law last
year.

The special counsel argued the search was confined to
areas under South Korean control, but U.S. officials
maintain that any entry to the facility requires U.S.
clearance because access routes pass through U.S.-
managed zones. [The Chosun Daily]

In a separate development, South Korea'’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff (JCS) disclosed on October 17 that Gen. Jin
Yong-sung and U.S. counterpart Gen. Dan Caine held
phone talks to strengthen alliance cooperation. They
noted that the security situation on the Korean
Peninsula remains stable and emphasized the
importance of deterring North Korean threats through
the combined South Korea-U.S. defense posture.

The military leaders agreed to continue discussions at
the upcoming bilateral Military Committee Meeting in
Seoul next month. This was Gen. Jin's first conversation
with his U.S. counterpart since assuming office last
month. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea, Brazil expand defense
industry cooperation

(dqgl) South Korea's Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA) signed a memorandum of
understanding with Brazilian aerospace firm Embraer
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on October 20 to deepen industrial collaboration. The
agreement, finalized at the Seoul International
Aerospace & Defense Exhibition 2025, aims to increase
the participation of South Korean parts suppliers in
Embraer’s global supply chain and explore
opportunities for the Brazilian company to engage in
South Korean defense projects.

Founded in 1969, Embraer has delivered over 9,000
aircraft worldwide and recently expanded into the
military sector with its C-390 Millennium transport
aircraft. [Yonhap News Agency]

Taiwan proposes record foreign affairs
budget to counter China’s global pressure

(yl) Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung has reaffirmed that
the proposed NTD 41.5 billion (USD 1.33 billion) foreign
affairs budget for 2026, a NTD 10 billion (USD 326
million) increase from this year, is essential to counter
China's growing diplomatic aggression.

Lin told lawmakers that Beijing's foreign ministry
budget has expanded elevenfold over 25 years, using
vast resources to isolate Taiwan and lure its allies. He
added that Taiwan must strengthen outreach to
democracies, citing recent visits to nine non-allied
nations, including Japan, the Philippines, and the Czech
Republic. [Focus Taiwan] [ICRT]

Azerbaijan blocks Taiwan delegation from
international judges’ conference

(dgl) China's expanding influence on international
forums has drawn renewed attention after six
Taiwanese judges were barred from attending the
International Association of Judges' (IAJ) annual
meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan. The 67th IA] General
Assembly, held from October 11 to 17, saw the Judges
Association of the Republic of China (Taiwan, JAROC)
delegates denied visas and entry permits. Despite
assurances from IAJ organizers to facilitate
participation under principles of inclusiveness and
equal access, the Taiwanese judges received neither
approval nor a formal explanation, forcing them to
cancel their trip.

JAROC condemned the incident as a violation of
members' rights to full participation, undermining the
IAJ's commitment to judicial independence, equal
exchange, and international cooperation. The


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-hdh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-hdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gykjre-l-hdu/

association called for a clear, fair, and transparent
mechanism to prevent similar cases and ensure timely,
open procedures that allow all member states to
participate with dignity and equality.

The episode reflects ongoing barriers Taiwan faces in
international forums, often influenced by countries
accommodating China’s preferences, though JAROC did
not directly attribute the blockage to Beijing. [Focus
Taiwan] [ANI News]

Cambodia-Thailand border tensions
deepen amid mine dispute, delayed talks,
and competing narratives

(Im/gm) Bilateral tensions between Thailand and
Cambodia have deepened amid renewed disputes over
border demarcation, mine clearance, and troop
deployments along sections of their shared frontier,
where sovereignty claims remain contested. The flare-
up underscores how fragile the relationship remains
despite ongoing diplomatic efforts and military
coordination mechanisms such as the General Border
Committee (GBC) and Regional Border Committee
(RBQ).

The present flare-up traces back to mid-july 2025,
when cross-border exchanges of fire caused civilian
casualties on both sides. Thai officials accused
Cambodian forces of firing BM-21 rockets into Sa Kaeo
province, while Phnom Penh alleged that Thai F-16
strikes hit civilian areas in Oddar Meanchey. Both
governments invoked self-defense under international
law and accused each other of manipulating facts for
political purposes. The Royal Thai Army has since
conducted “clearance operations” in Sa Kaeo, insisting
these took place within clearly Thai territory, while
Cambodia contends they occurred inside a still-
disputed buffer zone. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post
2]

On October 10, Reuters published an investigation
citing newly discovered PMN-2 anti-personnel mines
near contested parts of the border. Independent
experts concluded that the mines appeared recently
laid, though attribution was unclear. Thailand reported
that several of its soldiers were injured between July 16
and 23 and requested a compliance inquiry under the
Ottawa Convention, which prohibits the use and
stockpiling of such mines. Cambodia denied deploying
new mines and urged that any findings await a neutral,
third-party investigation. [Bangkok Post 3] [The Phnom
Penh Post 1]
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Cambodia’'s Human Rights Commission, meanwhile,
accused Thailand of broadcasting “wailing ghost”
sounds and high-pitched aircraft noises across the
border in Banteay Meanchey province, which Phnom
Penh denounced as psychological warfare violating
human rights. Local officials said the Thai military
resumed the loudspeaker harassment on October 17
after a brief pause, with sound levels so high they
caused headaches and nausea among civilians.
Cambodia has appealed to the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights for urgent intervention. [The Phnom
Penh Post 2]

Amid these disputes, the Regional Border Committee
(RBC) meeting scheduled for October 15-17 between
Thailand’'s 2nd Army Region (Nakhon Ratchasima) and
Cambodia's 4th Military Region (Oddar Meanchey) was
postponed indefinitely. Thai officials said Phnom Penh
failed to present a concrete plan for withdrawing heavy
weaponry or coordinating mine clearance in contested
sectors straddling Sa Kaeo, Surin, Oddar Meanchey,
and Banteay Meanchey. Cambodia has not yet issued a
public statement. [Bangkok Post 4]

In parallel, both governments have moved to contain
the fallout through diplomacy. On October 18, Foreign
Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow confirmed
that Bangkok and Phnom Penh are negotiating a
Thailand-Cambodia Relations Declaration intended to
rebuild trust and prevent renewed clashes. The draft,
discussed a day earlier in four-party consultations in
Kuala Lumpur involving Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia,
and the United States, proposes cooperation on troop
withdrawals, joint demining, transnational-crime
suppression, and peaceful dispute resolution. Sihasak
described the text as still “at the principle level” and
said Bangkok would not sign until a detailed working
planis in place. Cambodia, meanwhile, has tied further
progress to the release of 18 Cambodian nationals
detained during the July incidents, while Thailand
insists that tangible progress on the four cooperation
areas must come first. [Bangkok Post 5]

While talks continue, Thailand has accelerated its own
security measures. On October 17, the Royal Thai
Armed Forces unveiled a blueprint for a 3.5-meter-high
border fence to be constructed in undisputed sections,
beginning with an 8.4-kilometer pilot segment between
boundary markers 52 and 59 in Pong Nam Ron district,
Chanthaburi province. [Bangkok Post 6]

Separately, the First Army Region, responsible for the
Sa Kaeo sector, announced plans to build protective
shelters for soldiers and civilians near key checkpoints,
citing increased security risks. Cambodian officials
have yet to formally respond but have previously
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criticized such unilateral construction as potentially
destabilizing and inconsistent with the GBC framework
governing joint border management. [Bangkok Post 7]

Still, the diplomatic calendar remains active. According
to Bangkok officials, the Joint Boundary Commission
(JBC) was scheduled to meet in Chanthaburi province
on October 20-21 to discuss two issues only: alleged
Cambodian encroachment in Ban Nong Chan and Ban
Nong Ya Kaeo, both villages in Sa Kaeo province near
the frontier, and Thailand’s plan to build a security
fence along boundary markers that have already been
agreed. No other topics will be on the agenda.
[Bangkok Post 8]

Chinese naval training ships make
goodwill visit to Thailand, conduct joint
drill

(bk) As part of a goodwill port call by the Chinese Naval
Academy's training fleet, two ships from China's 83rd
Naval Fleet—the training ship Qi Jiguang (No. 83) and
the amphibious transport dock Yimeng Shan (No. 988)
—arrived in Thailand and docked at Chuk Samet Pier,
Sattahip Naval Base, bringing around 1,000 naval
cadets.

Before docking, the ships conducted a three-hour joint
naval exercise with Thailand’s HTMS Chang, known as
“Pass EX.” The drill included fleet formation
maneuvers, communication exercises, message
signaling, and participation by helicopters and drones,
showcasing close cooperation and operational
coordination between the Chinese and Thai navies.
After the exercise, HTMS Chang escorted the Chinese
ships to the pier, where they were formally welcomed
by the Chinese Ambassador and the Royal Thai Fleet
Commander.

The ships were open to the public from October 17-19,
with a farewell ceremony held on October 20 before
their departure. [Thai PBS World]

Thai premier’s first foreign trip to Laos
cements bilateral cooperation on trade,
transport, and security

(msz/bk) hai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
concluded a two-day visit to Laos on October 16, his
first foreign trip since taking office, aimed at
strengthening bilateral cooperation in trade, transport
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infrastructure, and border security. The visit marked 75
years of Thai-Lao diplomatic relations and
underscored both governments' intention to deepen
practical collaboration rather than engage in symbolic
diplomacy.

During talks in Vientiane with Lao Prime Minister
Sonexay Siphandone and President Thongloun
Sisoulith, the two countries signed five cooperation
agreements, including one between Thailand's Export-
Import Bank (EXIM Bank) and the Agricultural
Promotion Bank of Laos to expand financial and
investment flows. Thailand also pledged THB 42 million
(USD 1.3 million) in assistance for anti-drug programes,
labor training, medical supplies, and water
infrastructure in Laos. [Thai Enquirer 1]

The discussions focused heavily on cross-border
challenges such as drug trafficking, online fraud, and
human trafficking, with Bangkok urging Vientiane to
strengthen operational ties with Thailand's
International Call Centre Scam and Human Trafficking
Operations Centre. Both sides reaffirmed their shared
commitment to maintaining peace and stability along
the border through closer coordination of law
enforcement and intelligence networks. [Thai Enquirer
2] [Bangkok Post 1] [Thai PBS World]

On economic cooperation, Thailand and Laos agreed
to raise bilateral trade to USD 11 billion by 2027,
backed by major transport and logistics projects. The
two sides confirmed that the Fifth Thai-Lao Friendship
Bridge, linking Bueng Kan province in Thailand with
Bolikhamxay province in Laos, will open in December
2025. The bridge is expected to significantly reduce
transport costs and strengthen regional supply chains.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Plans were also finalized for a new Mekong railway
bridge connecting Thailand’'s Nong Khai high-speed line
with the Laos-China Railway, complementing the
upgrade of the First Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge
between Nong Khai and Vientiane to support heavier
freight traffic. A 10-kilometre rail link in Vientiane is
under study to connect the two countries’ railway
systems and facilitate cargo movement across both
metre- and standard-gauge lines.

Environmental and energy cooperation featured
prominently as well, including joint work on haze
pollution control, Mekong River management, and
renewable energy development, such as solar power
production.

Anutin invited Sonexay to attend the upcoming
Mekong-Lancang Cooperation Summit in Thailand,
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while both sides emphasized that bilateral relations
would remain the foundation for deeper regional
integration. [Bangkok Post 1] [Thai Enquirer 2]

South Korea and Thailand leaders push to
finalize Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement

(Im) Thailand and South Korea have agreed to expedite
negotiations toward finalizing a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), underscoring
a shared commitment to strengthen bilateral trade
and investment ties.

During a phone conversation on October 17, Thai
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and South Korean
President Lee Jae-myung agreed to accelerate the
conclusion of the long-discussed trade pact, which
Seoul describes as a CEPA to reflect its broader
coverage beyond tariff reductions, including
cooperation in services, investment, and technology.

According to South Korea's presidential office, both
leaders emphasized that the agreement would help
deepen economic interdependence between the two
countries and strengthen supply chain resilience.
Thailand’'s Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumphan
has identified the CEPA as a top priority, with both
sides expected to formalize progress during the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meetings to be
held in Gyeongju, South Korea, from October 28 to
November 1.

Prime Minister Anutin expressed confidence that the
trade pact could help double bilateral trade to USD 30
billion from the current USD 15 billion, highlighting
Thailand's goal of attracting South Korean investment
in high-tech manufacturing, renewable energy, and
digital industries.

The CEPA, once finalized, would mark a major
milestone in Thailand's efforts to expand its network of
strategic trade partnerships across Asia amid growing
competition for foreign investment and shifting global
supply chains. [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste seeks Japanese investment
after ASEAN entry

(ms) President José Ramos-Horta has called for
stronger Japanese investment following Timor-Leste's
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upcoming accession to ASEAN, saying the milestone
presents “a tremendous opportunity” for economic
growth and regional integration.

Speaking to Kyodo News on October 11, Ramos-Horta
revealed that a Japanese shipbuilding firm plans to
begin operations in Timor-Leste by 2028, potentially
paving the way for broader industrial investment,
including car assembly plants. Japan has long
supported the country through infrastructure and
human resource development programs, and many
young Timorese currently train in Japan as technical
apprentices.

Ramos-Horta said the focus should now shift from aid
to job-generating partnerships as Timor-Leste battles
poverty and high unemployment. He emphasized that
ASEAN membership will help attract investors and
integrate Timor-Leste into regional supply chains.
[Bernama]

Vietnam and Pakistan launch talks on
preferential trade agreement to boost
economic ties

(hn) Vietnam and Pakistan signed a joint declaration on
October 14, to begin negotiations for a Vietnam-
Pakistan Preferential Trade Agreement (VPPTA),
marking a significant step in strengthening economic
ties. The signing took place in Islamabad during the
Pakistan-Vietnam Business Forum, attended by
Vietnam's Minister of Industry and Trade Nguyén Héng
Dién and Pakistan’s Commerce Minister Jam Kamal
Khan.

Negotiations will start immediately, with both sides
aiming to finalize and sign the agreement by the end of
2025. The VPPTA will establish a legal framework for
preferential tariffs, simpler customs procedures, and
stronger business competitiveness, potentially paving
the way for a future free trade agreement.

The deal is expected to boost trade in textiles,
agriculture, seafood, Halal food, furniture, construction
materials, and pharmaceuticals, while attracting
investment and improving logistics.

Although bilateral trade reached USD 850 million in
2024, both ministers acknowledged it remains modest.
They agreed to address barriers such as tariffs,
technical standards, and licensing procedures.

Both sides emphasized their strong political will to
deepen cooperation—not only in goods but also in
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services, Halal industries, banking, aviation, and
healthcare-with the VPPTA projected to increase
bilateral trade five- to tenfold in the coming years.
[Vietnamnews] [International Business Times]

Vietham and Laos conduct joint border
exercise to prevent illegal migration and
enhance security

(hn) The Border Guard Command of Quang Tri
Province (Vietnam) and the Military Command of
Savannakhet Province (Laos) jointly conducted a
border protection exercise to prevent illegal migration
and cross-border movements along the Vietnam-Laos
border.

The drill simulated a situation in which about 40 ethnic
minority households in Vietnam were incited by hostile
forces to illegally cross into Laos through areas
managed by Thuan, Lao Bdo, and Thanh Border Guard
Stations, opposite Sepon and Noong districts in
Savannakhet. In response, both sides established a
joint command post at Lao Bao International Border
Gate, coordinated local forces to set up checkpoints,
and ran public awareness campaigns to dissuade
illegal migration and encourage residents to return
home.

Organizers said the exercise met all objectives and
ensured safety, providing valuable experience in joint
border management and coordination. Major General
Vo Tién Nghi, Deputy Commander of the Vietnam
Border Guard, praised the cooperation mechanism as
realistic and consistent with both nations’ legal
frameworks. Colonel Amphan Xayyasoubat of the Lao
People’s Army highlighted Vietnam'’s support and
shared experience, noting that the exercise
strengthened the Lao border force's capacity and
reinforced the peaceful, stable, and friendly
relationship between the two countries.
[Viethamnews] [Vietnamplus]

Russia’s Pacific Fleet docks in Vietham as
Moscow and Hanoi reaffirm strategic
partnership

(ms) A Russian naval task group arrived in Vietnam's
central port city of Da Nang on October 12. The flotilla
—comprising the frigate Marshal Shaposhnikov, the
corvette Gremyashchy, and the replenishment tanker
Boris Butoma—is making a multi-day port call as part of
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the Pacific Fleet's wider deployment across the Asia-
Pacific region.

According to the Russian Embassy in Hanoi, the visit is
described as “friendly” and includes meetings between
naval officers, cultural exchanges, and visits by Russian
sailors to Da Nang's landmarks. After completing the
stopover, the group will continue its regional mission,
which has already taken it through Japanese waters
and is expected to include additional Southeast Asian
engagements.

The port call highlights the long-standing defense
partnership between Russia and Vietham, which dates
back to the Cold War era when the Soviet Union served
as Hanoi's principal military benefactor. Today, Russia
remains a key supplier of naval and aerospace
equipment to Vietnam, even as the country diversifies
its defense relationships with the United States, Japan,
India, and China.

For Russia, the visit signals its determination to retain a
strategic foothold in Southeast Asia despite the
constraints of Western sanctions and its protracted
war in Ukraine. The South China Sea deployment also
offers Moscow a platform to demonstrate its maritime
reach and reinforce political ties with long-standing
partners.

Vietnam, for its part, continues to pursue a policy of
“bamboo diplomacy,” maintaining balanced relations
with all major powers. Hosting the Russian fleet so
soon after expanding defence dialogues with both
Washington and Beijing reflects Hanoi's effort to
sustain strategic autonomy. The visit thus serves not
only as a gesture of friendship but also as a reminder
of Vietnam'’s careful calibration of external alignments
amid increasingly complex regional geopolitics.
[Newsweek]

Vietnham and Hungary strengthen
comprehensive partnership during high-
level parliamentary visit

(hn) During the five-day official visit of Hungarian
National Assembly Speaker Laszld Kévér to Vietnam
from October 18-22, both countries reaffirmed that
economic, trade, and investment cooperation remain
key pillars of their partnership and agreed to deepen
collaboration based on strong political trust.

At talks with National Assembly Chairman Tran Thanh
Man, Speaker Kovér's visit was highlighted as
significant amid the 75th anniversary of diplomatic ties
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(1950-2025). Both sides agreed to enhance exchanges
between their legislatures and deepen cooperation in
trade, investment, education, science, and technology.
They also pledged to coordinate closely at international
forums and support peaceful dispute resolution in
accordance with international law, including UNCLOS.

During a meeting with Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh, the two sides discussed measures to double
bilateral trade to USD 2 billion, expand collaboration in
nuclear energy, healthcare, and innovation, and
promote environmental protection and water security.
Prime Minister Chinh thanked Hungary for ratifying the
EU-Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA),
while Speaker Kovér pledged continued advocacy for
its full ratification.

President Luang Cudng also received Speaker Kovér,
describing the visit as a meaningful contribution to
strengthening the Vietnam-Hungary Comprehensive
Partnership. Both sides expressed satisfaction with the
progress in bilateral cooperation and agreed to expand
ties in trade, education, culture, and defense. Speaker
Kovér reaffirmed Hungary's support for EVIPA
ratification and invited President Cudng to visit
Hungary, which he accepted. [Viethamnews1]
[Viethamnews2] [Viethamnews3]

Vietnam and Belarus enhance defense
cooperation through high-level military
talks

(hn) On October 20, Nguyén Tan Cuang, Chief of the
General Staff of the Vietnam People’'s Army had a
meeting with Maj. Gen. Pavel Muraveiko, Chief of the
General Staff of the Armed Forces of Belarus in Hanoi.

The two sides discussed regional and global security
issues, with Cuong reaffirming Vietnam's support for
ASEAN's unity and central role in regional stability. He
also reiterated Vietnam's consistent stance on the East
Sea (South China Sea), emphasizing peaceful
resolution of disputes in accordance with international
law, including the 1982 UNCLOS, and the early
completion of a substantive Code of Conduct (COC).

Cuong highlighted Vietnam's “four no's” defense policy
—no military alliances, no siding with one country
against another, no foreign military bases, and no use
or threat of force—reflecting its commitment to peace
and stability. He proposed strengthening cooperation
in training, defense industry, and military medicine
while exploring new fields of collaboration.
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Maj. Gen. Muraveiko praised Vietnam'’s support in
training Belarusian officers and expressed readiness to
expand cooperation in defense training and joint
military competitions, affirming that both countries
share a commitment to peace, stability, and
development. [Viethamnews] [Tuoitre]

Vietnam and Austria strengthen
cooperation in security, digital
governance, and crime prevention

(hn) Deputy Minister of Public Security Sen. Lieut. Gen.
Lé Quoc Hung led a Vietnamese delegation to Austria
from October 16-19 to enhance cooperation in
security, crime prevention, digital transformation, and
residency management. In Vienna, he met with officials
from the Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior,
including Director General Peter Webinger, to review
collaboration and set new priorities. Both sides agreed
that bilateral cooperation has grown stronger and
more practical since diplomatic relations were
established in 1972, with this first ministry-level visit
marking a new milestone.

Austria shared its experience in digital governance,
highlighting its e-government model built on three
pillars: centralized resident registration, a national
digital ID and e-signature system, and integrated data-
sharing among state agencies. Hung praised Austria’s
digital achievements and proposed accelerating
negotiations on agreements for crime prevention,
extradition, and prisoner transfers, as well as
expanding training in cybersecurity, counterterrorism,
anti-money laundering, and migration management.

The delegation visited the Austrian Institute of
Technology (AIT) to explore cooperation in security
technologies, including quantum encryption and digital
residency management, with AIT expressing readiness
for joint research and training.

At the Austrian State Printing House (OSD), the official
producer of national ID documents, the delegation
learned about secure printing and digital identity
innovations. OSD, which supplies solutions to over 60
countries, showed interest in partnering with Vietnam'’s
Ministry of Public Security on digital transformation
and secure documentation systems.

Hung also met with the Vietnamese Embassy and
community in Austria, encouraging stronger
cooperation in science, technology, and innovation to
support Vietnam'’s industrialization and modernization
goals. [Vietnamnews] [Viethamnet]
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Vietham and Cuba strengthen medical
cooperation through symposium on
Policosanol and heart disease prevention

(hn) On October 17, Vietnamese and Cuban experts
convened a symposium on cardiovascular and stroke
prevention to share the latest scientific findings on
Policosanol and HDL (“good” cholesterol), highlighting
their potential to improve public health and longevity.
The event, titled “Policosanol and the Longevity Factor
HDL”, was jointly organized by Tué Tinh Hospital, Hasu
No Hana JSC, Cuba’s National Scientific Research
Centre (CNIC), and Raydel Group.

Scientists from Cuba, Japan, and South Korea
presented research showing that Policosanol — a
natural compound — can raise both the level and
quality of HDL cholesterol, thereby reducing the risk of
heart disease, stroke, and chronic illnesses.

Cuban Ambassador Rogelio Polanco Fuentes
reaffirmed Cuba’'s commitment to medical and
pharmaceutical cooperation with Vietnam, including
sending Cuban experts to work in Vietnamese
healthcare institutions. The symposium also coincided
with visits by CNIC and Raydel representatives to the
Vietnam Academy of Traditional Medicine and Tué Tinh
Hospital, where they pledged to share clinical research
results and support ongoing Vietnamese studies on
Policosanol. [Viethamnews] [Vietnamplus]

Announcements

Upcoming Online Events
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22 October 2025 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Understanding the Future of North
American Trade and Security

This webcast will examine the trade and non-trade
issues shaping North America’s future. The discussion
will explore U.S. re-industrialization efforts, border
security, and bilateral engagements with Canada and
Mexico, as well as opportunities to expand cooperation
in critical minerals, energy, Al, digital, banking, and
regulatory alignment. For more information and
registration, please see [CSIS].

22 October 2025 @ 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

Denmark’s defense minister on
transatlantic security and NATO'’s
northeastern flank

This livestream fireside chat will feature Troels Lund
Poulsen, Denmark’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense, discussing the country’s role in
transatlantic security. The conversation will cover
Denmark’s $4.2 billion defense investment in the
Arctic, priorities for the Nordic-Baltic region, and the
future of U.S.-Danish defense relations amid ongoing
challenges in Ukraine and NATO. For more information
and registration, please see [Atlantic Council].

22 October 2025 @ 2:00-2:45 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, USA

Rethinking America’s North Korea
Strategy

This online conversation will address the U.S. policy
toward North Korea and explore the prospects for a
meeting between U.S. President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, North Korea's
growing nuclear capabilities, and the roles of China
and South Korea in shaping Washington's strategy. For
more information and registration, please see
[Carnegie].

23 October 2025 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for a New American Security (CNAS), USA
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Stuck in the Cul-de-Sac: How U.S. Defense
Spending Prioritizes Innovation over
Deterrence

This online panel will discuss insights from the
forthcoming CNAS report “Stuck in the Cul de Sac: How
U.S. Defense Spending Prioritizes Innovation over
Deterrence,” Dr. Carlton Haelig and Philip Sheers,
which examines the gaps between the Department of
Defense's strategic priorities and its resource
allocation. Covering topics from satellites to
shipbuilding, the panel will explore the challenges and
opportunities in aligning U.S. defense spending with
strategic objectives. For more information and
registration, visit [CNAS].

23 October 2025 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,
Belgium

Strategic Sectors, trade-offs and the
future of industrial policy with Mehdi
Benatiya Andaloussi

This hybrid event will explore how countries are
increasingly turning to industrial policy to boost
productivity, strengthen resilience, and reduce import
dependence in strategic sectors. While such policies
can stimulate domestic industries, they also pose
trade-offs, including higher consumer prices,
significant fiscal costs, and potential inefficiencies
across sectors. The discussion will highlight the
conditions for effective industrial policy, including
precise targeting, strong institutions, and supportive
macroeconomic frameworks. For more information
and registration, visit [Bruegel].

23 October 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Belfer Center, USA

The Philippines’ Engagement with Middle
Powers: Outcomes, Issues & Challenges

This webinar will examine the Arctic’s growing role in
global politics as melting ice opens new trade routes
and access to natural resources, intensifying strategic
competition among major powers. With Russia
expanding its military presence and the U.S. and allies
strengthening their regional engagement, the
discussion will explore whether the Arctic's
transformation will foster cooperation or rivalry. For
more information and registration, visit [Belfer Center].
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23 October 2025 @ 10:00-11.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Lawful but Awful: Evolving Legislative
Responses Against Informational Disorder
in the Era of Generative Al

This webinar will examine how the Philippines has
deepened strategic relations with middle powers—
including Australia, Canada, the European Union,
Japan, India, and South Korea—under President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. since 2022. Set against
intensifying Indo-Pacific competition, the discussion
will explore developments in maritime security,
defense modernization, and multilateral diplomacy,
alongside forward-looking insights on transparency,
logistics, civilian maritime governance, and ASEAN
alignment. For more information and registration, visit
[ISEAS].

23 October 2025 @ 8:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

Countering the PRC's gray-zone strategies:
A cross-strait and beyond seminar

This webcast will examine strategies to counter China’s
gray-zone tactics across the Indo-Pacific. The
discussion will compare the challenges Taiwan and the
Philippines face in responding to Beijing's incursions
and explore lessons Taiwan can draw from the
Philippines to deter and mitigate Chinese aggression.
For more information and registration, please see
[Atlantic Council].

23 October 2025 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

Iraqg’s Constitution at twenty years

This webcast will examine the legacy of Irag's 2005
constitution and its impact on the country’s
democracy. The discussion will assess how the
constitutional framework has shaped governance,
federalism, and sectarian dynamics, and whether Iraq's
democratic institutions are functioning as intended
nearly two decades after ratification. For more
information and registration, please see [Atlantic
Council].
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24 October 2025 @ 3:30-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

U.S.-China Relations and the Future of
America’s Energy and Automotive Sectors

This webcast will explore how U.S.-China relations are
shaping the future of American energy and mobility. It
will examine the impact of tariffs, export controls, and
geopolitical uncertainty on U.S. investment, as well as
implications for the battery, automotive, solar, and
broader energy technology sectors amid a potential
Trump-Xi meeting. For more information and
registration, please see [CSIS].

24 October 2025 @ 2:30-4:00 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Malaysia’s Budget 2026: Consolidation,
Compromise, Comfort

This webinar will provide an in-depth analysis of
Malaysia's Budget 2026, examining its fiscal
consolidation measures, strategies to expand revenue,
attract investment, and modernize public service
delivery, including Al-driven tax enforcement. The
discussion will also explore the political and coalition
dynamics shaping the budget, such as adjustments to
petrol subsidies, inter-ministerial funding priorities,
and the expedited passage of the Government
Procurement Act. Participants will gain insights into
how public spending decisions are influenced by
upcoming elections and broader economic reform
objectives. For more information and registration, visit
[ISEAS].

27 October 2025 @ 5:00-6:10 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

How Singapore is surviving and thriving
between China and the United States

This hybrid event will feature Senior Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, Singapore’s Prime Minister from 2004 to 2024,
in a discussion on how small states can navigate
today's rapidly changing international order. From
Singapore’s vantage point at the heart of Southeast
Asia, Lee will share insights on resilience, adaptability,
and the pursuit of national interests amid global
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transformation. For more information and registration,
visit [Chatham House].

27 October 2025 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Hoover
Institution, USA

"Breakneck: China's Quest To Engineer
The Future"

This hybrid event will feature author Dan Wang in a
discussion of his book Breakneck: China’s Quest to
Engineer the Future. For more information and
registration, visit [Hoover Institution].

28 October 2025 @ 3:30-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for a New American Security (CNAS), USA

The Fourth Intelligence Revolution: The
Future of Espionage and the Battle to
Save America

This online panel will feature a discussion of The Fourth
Intelligence Revolution: The Future of Espionage and the
Battle to Save America, which examines how advances
in artificial intelligence and U.S.-China competition are
reshaping global espionage. Tracing the evolution of
intelligence from World War Il to today, the book
reveals a new technology-driven race spanning
economic espionage, genetic data collection, and
space reconnaissance.

For more information and registration, visit [CNAS].

28 October 2025 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4),
Stimson Center, USA

How America Failed to Disarm North
Korea: Implications for the Future

This hybrid event will feature Joel Wit's new book
Fallout: The Inside Story of America’s Failure to Disarm
North Korea, which draws on nearly 300 interviews
and the author’s own experience to examine how six
U.S. presidents failed to halt Pyongyang's nuclear
ambitions. Highlighting the roles of Barack Obama and
Donald Trump, the book warns of the growing missile
threat to U.S. cities and a potential nuclear arms race
in Northeast Asia.
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For more information and registration, visit [Stimson
Center].

28 October 2025 @ 5:00-6:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

How should the world confront climate
derailment risks?

This hybrid event will explore two opposing dynamics
shaping the climate moment: the potential
reinforcement of climate action through escalating
impacts, and the growing “derailment risk,” where
climate consequences hinder progress. The discussion
will examine how these forces are playing out amid the
overshoot of the 1.5°C goal and address how to
counter derailment risks and strengthen global climate
action. For more information and registration, visit
[Chatham Housel].

Recent Book Releases

Carl Benedikt Frey, How Progress Ends: Technology,
Innovation, and the Fate of Nations, Princeton
University Press, 552 pages, published September 16,
2025. For a review, see [The Arts Fusel].

Tim Besley, Irene Bucelli, Andres Velasco (eds.), The
London Consensus: Economic Principles for the 21st
Century, LSE Press, 672 pages, published October 16.
2025. For more information, see [LSE].

Tony Abbott, Australia: A history, HarperCollins AU,
448 pages, published October 13, 2025. For a review,
see [The Guardian].

Kirsten E. Schulze, Contesting Indonesia: Islamist,
Separatist, and Communal Violence since 1945,
Southeast Asia Program Publications, 324 pages,
published October 15, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Kenneth P. Vogel, Devils’ Advocates: The Hidden Story
of Rudy Giuliani, Hunter Biden, and the Washington
Insiders on the Payrolls of Corrupt Foreign Interests,
William Morrow, 400 pages, published October 14,
2025. For a review, see [The New York Times].
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Decolonization Forum 2026, to be held on May 11-12,
2026, invites paper proposals under the theme
“Decolonizing Knowledge Production and
Circulation.” The deadline for abstract submission is
December 12, 2025. For more information, see
[Decolonization Forum].

Macquarie University and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) invite paper proposals for the international
conference “Securing justice for the planet:
Opportunities for, and barriers to, course correction,”
to be held on March 18-19, 2026. The deadline for
abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more
information, see [Macquarie University].

The International Association for Human Rights
Education (IAHRE) invites paper proposals for its 3rd
International IAHRE Conference, scheduled for May
26-27, 2026. The conference theme is “Re-imagining
Human Rights Education in a Turbulent World.” The
deadline for abstract submission is November 3, 2025.
For more information, see [IAHRE].

The University of Nottingham invites paper
proposals for the Taiwan Research Hub Conference
2026 “Navigating Technological Futures: Power,
Resilience, and Strategy in a multipolar world,” to be
held on June 22-24, 2026. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,
see [University of Nottingham].

The University of Helsinki invites paper proposals for
its 21st Maple Leaf and Eagle Conference, scheduled
for May 20-22, 2026. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 31, 2025. For more information,
see [Helsinki University].

The European Political Science Society (EPSS) invites
paper proposals for its first annual conference, to be
held in Belfast on June 18-20, 2026. The deadline for
abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more
information, see [EPSS].

The International Association for Political Science
Students (IAPSS) invites paper proposals for its World
Congress 2026 “Academic Freedom”, to be held on
May 5-9. 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is
November 7, 2025. For more information, see [IAPSS].

The Political Studies Association (PSA) invites paper
proposals for its 76th Annual International Conference
“Political Studies Futures,” to be held on March 30 to
April 1, 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is
October 17, 2025. For more information, see [PSA].
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Jobs and Positions

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) seeks a Chief of Section/Deputy
Director - Kosovo. The deadline for application
submission is November 11, 2025. For more
information, see [OSCE].

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites
applications for the position of Representative of the
Secretary-General for the investment of the assets
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund. The
deadline for application submission is November 17,
2025. For more information, see [UN].

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
seeks a Section Head - International Project on
Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles. The
deadline for application submission is October 29,
2025. For more information, see [IAEA].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Data Privacy and Protection Expert -
Armenia. The deadline for application submission is
October 25, 2025. For more information, see [FAQ].

The International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) seeks a Lead Regional
Economist - Nairobi, Kenya. The deadline for
application submission is October 27, 2025. For more
information, see [IFAD].

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) seeks a
Regional Advisor on Anti-Money Laundering and
Combating the Financing of Terrorism - Asia/Pacific
Region. The deadline for application submission is
October 31, 2025. For more information, see [IMF].

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) seeks a
Research Analyst under the Research Analyst
Program (RAP). The deadline for application
submission is January 31, 2026. For more information,
see [IMFE].

The International Maritime Organization (IMO)
seeks a Legal Officer. The deadline for application
submission is October 27, 2025. For more information,
see [IMQO].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a
Protection Manager. The deadline for application
submission is October 25, 2025. For more information,
see [DRC].
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Director - Home Study and Post Release Services
(HSPRS). The deadline for application submission is
November 3, 2025. For more information, see [IRC].

The International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) seeks a Field Project Associate. The deadline
for application submission is October 25, 2025. For
more information, see [IUCN].

The International Centre for Migration Policy
Development (ICMPD) seeks a Project Manager. The
deadline for application submission is October 23,
2025. For more information, see [ICMPD].

The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) seeks a
Gender and Diversity Operational and Analytical
Consultant - Port of Spain, Spain. The deadline for
application submission is November 3, 2025. For more
information, see [IDB].

The CGIAR System Organization invites proposals for
inclusion in a panel of partners to deliver high-quality
executive recruitment services. The deadline for
application submission is October 27, 2025. For more
information, see [CGIAR].

Human Rights Watch (HRW) seeks a Deputy
Director - Arms. The deadline for application
submission is November 2, 2025. For more
information, see [HRW].

Plan International seeks a Regional Head -
Programs, Partnerships and Influencing. The
deadline for application submission is November 2,
2025. For more information, see [Plan International].

The Weatherhead Center for International Affairs
at Harvard University invites applications for the
2026-2027 Sang Kee Kim Postdoctoral Fellowship in
International Affairs of East and Southeast Asia.
The deadline for application submission is November
2, 2025. For more information, see [Harvard
University].

The Department of Political Science at the
University of Amsterdam invites applications for the
position of Senior Lecturers in Political Science. The
deadline for application submission is October 24,
2025. For more information, see [University of
Amsterdam].

The Department of Political Science at North
Carolina State University (NCSU) invites applications
for the position of Assistant Professor of Political
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Science. Applications are accepted until the position is
filled. For more information, see [NCSU].

The Department of Economics of Sciences Po invites
applications for a Professorship in Behavioral
Economics. The deadline for application submission is
November 10, 2025. For more information, see
[Sciences Po].

Birkbeck, University of London, invites applications
for the position of Lecturer in Politics and
Qualitative Research Methods. The deadline for
application submission is October 26, 2025. For more
information, see [Birbeck].

Team:

Aika Sagheer (as), Alex Bushnell (ab), Amy Carlotti Lu
(acl), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Ashley Teh Hui Ying (ay), Azra
Selvi Kapu (ask), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Ddniel Babcsdn (dnb), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felix Serna
Calvo (fs), Gemelee Hirang Domnik (ghd), Geo Dzakwan
Arshali (ga), Giulia Metyas (gm), Grey Pilarczyk (gp), Hoa
Khanh Ngo (hn), Henning Glaser (hg), Lucas Meier (Im),
Marina Ortiz Ortiz (mo), Monica Sareen (mon), Morten
Strantzen (ms), Muhammed Yulmaz (my), Myat Sandar
Zaw (msz), Nat Ng Ther Li (nl), Savannah Morris

(sm), Sibghat Ullah (su), Sreepreya Srinivasan (ss), Thoon
Nadi Lynn (tl), Venus Phuangkom, Yamonyongyos
Anankajeerapong (ya), Yeo Hui Qi (yq), Yi-Chen Lin (yl)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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