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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Cambodia, Dominica, and

Micronesia, the Separation Day of Panama, and the

National Day of Tonga this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGT

 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-r/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-y/


Main Sections

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in East Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in South Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in Southeast Asia

International Relations, Geopolitics and Security in

Asia

Announcements

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

East Asia

 

 

China: Senior officials across finance,

political, and military sectors expelled

(dql) China has intensified its anti-corruption and

political discipline drive, removing top officials from the

financial sector, the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference (CPPCC), and the military-

industrial and aerospace establishment

Financial sector

China’s Communist Party has expelled two senior

officials as part of President Xi Jinping’s expanding anti-

corruption campaign, underscoring the leadership’s

determination to tighten political discipline across the

state and economic apparatus.



Wang Jianjun, former vice chairman of the China

Securities Regulatory Commission, and Xu Xianping,

former deputy director of the National Development

and Reform Commission, were expelled for bribe-

taking and abuse of power, as announced by the

Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI)—

the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP’s) top internal

watchdog—on November 3. Both cases were described

as “serious” and having a “malign influence.” [CCDI 1, in

Chinese] [CCDI 2, in Chinese]

Wang was accused of using his regulatory authority to

benefit companies and relatives in stock listings and

investment deals, in exchange for large sums of money

and gifts. Xu, a veteran economic planner and former

vice governor of Hunan province, allegedly accepted

lavish hospitality, facilitated promotions, and

intervened in loans and contracts for personal gain.

[Independent]

Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference

In a rare midterm reshuffle, ten senior officials have

been from their leadership positions in the Chinese

People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)—a

key political advisory body in China that functions

under the leadership of the CCP, that brings together

CCP representatives, other legally recognized political

parties, mass organizations, and various sectors of

society. The decision, announced after the conclusion

of a CPPCC Standing Committee meeting in Beijing on

October 31, affected several prominent former

officials, including former central bank governor Yi

Gang and former financial regulator Yi Huiman.

The move, for which no official explanation was

provided, is unusual, as CPPCC appointments typically

last the full five-year term. While most of those

removed, including Yi Gang, remain CPPCC members,

Fu Xingguo, who served as deputy minister of the

Central Organisation Department from 2018 to 2022,

lost his membership entirely.

The Central Organisation Department (COD) is one of

the most powerful organs of the Chinese Communist

Party (CCP). It is responsible for personnel

management, Party appointments, promotions, and

evaluations across China’s political, administrative, and

state-owned enterprise systems. In essence, it acts as

the CCP’s human resources and talent management

agency, controlling the careers of millions of officials.

Yi Gang, who served as governor of the People’s Bank

of China from 2018 to 2023, was dismissed as vice-

chairman of the CPPCC Economic Committee.

Educated in the United States and respected
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internationally as a pragmatic, market-oriented

economist, Yi’s removal is seen as highlighting the

leadership’s preference for ideological alignment over

technocratic independence.

The removal of Yi Huiman, a former chairman of the

China Securities Regulatory Commission currently

under corruption investigation, further reflects

Beijing’s determination to tighten political discipline

within the financial establishment. Other dismissed

figures include former deputy ministers, prosecutors,

and provincial CPPCC heads, suggesting a broader

consolidation of control over China’s policy and

advisory apparatus. [SCMP 1]

Military / aerospace sector

In addition, two senior figures in the defense and

aerospace sectors, Maj. Gen. Sun Bin and aerospace

veteran Xu Dazhe, were expelled from the National

People’s Congress (NPC), China’s legislature.

Sun, the People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA’s) top auditor

and a member of the party’s anti-corruption Central

Commission for Discipline Inspection, was removed

without explanation.

Xu, a former head of China’s space agency and

longtime aerospace executive, also lost his NPC

membership. He oversaw China’s lunar exploration

program and previously led the country’s largest

missile manufacturer, a firm sanctioned by the United

States. His removal is part of a broader crackdown on

aerospace technocrats and military personnel,

targeting corruption in defense procurement and party

discipline.

Jin Zhuanglong, the former minister of Industry and

Information Technology responsible for overseeing

major defense and aerospace enterprises, was

stripped of his party committee leadership in February

and subsequently dismissed from his ministerial post.

His absence from the recent fourth plenary session

underscores the sustained campaign targeting senior

figures across China’s military-industrial and aerospace

sectors.

China has removed 22 generals from their positions as

deputies to the 14th National People’s Congress

(March 2023-March 2028), including seven full

generals, 12 lieutenant generals, and three major

generals, signaling an unprecedented shake-up in the

military leadership. [SCMP 2] [The Epoch Times]

These latest developments come after Beijing last

month removed nine senior military officials, including
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Politburo member General He Weidong—former

second-ranked Vice Chairman of the Central Military

Commission—, marking the most extensive reshuffle

since 2017 (see AiR No. 42, October/2025, 3).

Party discipline stressed to navigate domestic challenges

and global risks

Against this backdrop, Cai Qi, President Xi Jinping’s

Chief of Staff, has emphasized once again the critical

importance of strict party discipline and anti-

corruption measures to address domestic

development challenges and respond to mounting

global uncertainties, in an opinion piece published on

November 3 in the state-run People’s Daily. [People’s

Daily, in Chinese]

Cai, the fifth-ranking member of the Politburo Standing

Committee, stressed that “full and rigorous Party self-

governance” is essential for achieving the objectives of

the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026–2030), recently adopted

by the CCP Central Committee (see article below). He

highlighted external pressures, including unilateralism,

protectionism, and intensifying major-power

competition, as factors creating uncertainty in the “new

era.”

Domestically, Tsai pointed to ongoing issues within the

Party, such as cadres shirking responsibilities, resisting

duties, or engaging in corruption. He called for

unwavering alignment with the Central Committee and

Xi Jinping at its core, improved oversight, more

effective implementation of major policies, and

stronger training and organization at the grassroots

level.

He also emphasized the need for a refined evaluation

system to ensure capable officials are promoted while

underperforming ones are demoted, framing anti-

corruption efforts as a long-term, comprehensive

battle essential to fostering a healthy political

ecosystem conducive to development. [SCMP 3]

China: Five-Year Plan signals push to

bolster domestic consumption, industrial

and technological leadership amid global

competition

(dql) Ahead of the October 30 meeting between

Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Donal

Trump in South Korea (see article in this edition),

China’s Communist Party Central Committee on

October 28 unveiled key proposals for the country’s
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15th Five-Year Plan, as adopted at Fourth Plenum on

October 23 (see AiR No. 43, October/2025, 4). [The

State Council, China]

The plan for 2026–2030 prioritizes breakthroughs in

semiconductors, high-end equipment, and advanced

materials, signaling China’s intent to secure a strategic

edge in global competition despite international

concerns about its expanding exports. Xi emphasized

seizing opportunities to consolidate strengths and

overcome industrial bottlenecks, framing the effort as

essential amid rising “unilateralism and protectionism”

from the West.

The plan also includes measures to expand domestic

consumption as the primary growth engine, marking a

strategic departure from its long-standing reliance on

investment and exports. The move reflects recognition

that traditional growth drivers — property investment,

infrastructure expansion, and export-led development

— have reached their limits amid the real estate crisis

and ongoing trade tensions with the United States.

The proposals further highlight China’s dual focus on

economic security and technological self-reliance,

including stricter export controls, strategic mineral

reserves, and mobilization for rapid innovation.

Analysts note that the emphasis on “extraordinary

measures” reflects the urgency Beijing attaches to

maintaining global competitiveness in a tense

geopolitical environment. [The New York Times]

[SCMP] [Reuters 1]

Persisting economic fragility despite surge in industrial

profits

The Fourth Plenum’s focus on domestic consumption

comes as—despite a surge in industrial profits in

September—the country’s USD 19 trillion economy

remains fragile.

China’s industrial profits rose at their fastest pace in

nearly two years in September, signaling tentative

success of recent policies aimed at curbing

overcapacity and rebalancing the economy. Profits

grew 21.6 percent year-on-year in September and 20.4

percent in August, reflecting improved industrial

capacity utilization and stronger margins. The rebound

follows Beijing’s July pledge to reform loss-making

industries amid growing fears of deflation caused by

weak domestic demand and aggressive price

competition.

The profit recovery was uneven: private firms posted

modest gains of 5.1% in the first nine months of the

year, bolstered by a few major players such as battery
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giant CATL, while state-owned enterprises saw a 0.3%

decline due to exposure to volatile commodity prices

and rigid labor structures. High-tech and equipment

manufacturing were key drivers of the overall

improvement.

Depites these gains, growth slowed to 4.8 percent in

the third quarter, down from 5.2 percent in the

previous quarter, as the property crisis, weak

consumer confidence, and heavy local debt continued

to weigh on recovery. Analysts caution that the current

momentum may be short-lived, with the impact of

favorable base effects likely to fade and private

consumption still subdued. [Reuters 2] [Modern

Diplomacy]

China: Factory growth slows in October

(dql) China’s manufacturing activity grew at a slower

pace in October as new orders and output weakened

amid renewed trade tensions with the United States.

The RatingDog China General Manufacturing PMI,

compiled by S&P Global, fell to 50.6 from 51.2 in

September, below expectations and signaling only

marginal expansion. Employment was the sole sub-

index to improve, reflecting increased hiring to meet

seasonal production needs.

New export orders contracted at the fastest rate in five

months as global demand softened, forcing producers

to lower export prices for the first time since April.

While domestic orders and purchases rose—supported

by pre-holiday demand and inventory buildup for U.S.

retailers—firms’ outlook for the next year was the least

optimistic in six months.

Rising input costs and falling output prices continued

to squeeze profit margins. Analysts attributed the

slowdown to an extended October holiday, tariff-

related uncertainty, and weakening growth

momentum. Despite a cautious policy stance, Beijing

has allocated CNY 1 trillion (USD 140 billion) through

policy banks and local governments to stimulate

investment and stabilize economic activity. [Reuters]

China: Proposed metal capacity caps

highlight growing overcapacity challenge

(dql) China’s state-backed non-ferrous metals industry

association has proposed imposing capacity caps on

copper, lead, and zinc production to curb

overexpansion and stabilize profitability amid falling
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processing fees. The recommendation reflects Beijing’s

broader effort to tackle industrial overcapacity that has

eroded margins across multiple sectors, including coal,

solar, and steel.

Officials warned that “involution-style” competition—

excessive expansion and price undercutting—has

weakened smelters’ bargaining power in raw material

procurement, threatening the sector’s long-term

sustainability. While aluminium has been shielded by a

government-imposed capacity ceiling of 45 million tons

since 2017, no similar limits currently exist for other

key metals.

Plunging treatment and refining charges, a major

revenue source for copper, zinc, and lead smelters,

underscore the industry’s distress. Copper concentrate

processing fees have fallen to record lows, prompting

major Chinese smelters to forego quarterly guidance

for a third consecutive time. [Reuters]

China: Taiwanese legislator investigated

for independence activities

(dql) Mainland Chinese authorities have launched a

formal investigation into Taiwanese legislator Puma

Shen, targeting him for promoting “Taiwan

independence” through the civilian training group

Kuma Academy, which he co-founded with Taiwanese

chip tycoon Robert Tsao Hsing-cheng.

The municipal police of the city of Chongqing cited

Shen’s activities as criminal acts aimed at “splitting the

nation” and called on the public to provide

information, in line with a June 2024 Beijing legal

opinion allowing trials in absentia for what it called

diehard Taiwan separatists.

Shen, a lawmaker of Taiwan’s ruling Democratic

Progressive Party involved in disinformation research

and legislative oversight, dismissed the investigation,

warning that Beijing may next seek to try him in

absentia. He was previously sanctioned by Beijing with

travel bans to mainland China, Macau, and Hong Kong.

Beijing officials described the probe as a “necessary

measure” to safeguard national unity and combat what

it sees as the greatest threat to cross-strait peace and

stability. [SCMP] [Hong Kong Free Press]

The investigation follows prior sanctions against Shen

and Tsao and comes amid a broader Beijing push for

Taiwan’s reunification. State media have reiterated the

“one country, two systems” model as a proposed
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solution, emphasizing high autonomy for Taiwan under

mainland governance. Beijing also marked October 25

as the “day to commemorate Taiwan’s restoration,”

underscoring its sovereignty claims over the self-ruled

island (see AiR No. 43, October/2025, 4).

Historically, October 25 is significant in Taiwan because

it marks the end of Japanese colonial rule over Taiwan

in 1945. After Japan’s defeat in World War II, Taiwan

was placed under the administration of the Republic of

China (ROC) following the Cairo and Potsdam

Declarations. The ROC government celebrated this day

as “Retrocession Day” (also sometimes called “Taiwan

Restoration Day”), marking the return—or

“restoration”—of Taiwan to Chinese rule after 50 years

of Japanese occupation (1895–1945).

China: Army tests robot warfare in

simulated Taiwan assault

(dql) A recent People’s Liberation Army (PLA)

amphibious landing exercise, highlights both China’s

growing integration of uncrewed systems and the

limitations of robotic platforms in combat scenarios.

During the drill, robot dogs equipped with explosives

were deployed to breach defensive positions, while

first-person view (FPV) drones provided

reconnaissance and fire suppression. Some robot dogs

also transported ammunition or accompanied

paratroopers in jungle infiltration operations.

Despite the advanced coordination, the exercise

revealed vulnerabilities: a defending soldier was able

to destroy a robot dog on an open beach, and FPV

drones failed to significantly degrade fortified

positions. When unmanned systems were neutralized,

soldiers were forced to manually clear paths under

heavy fire, resulting in “heavy casualties” according to

the landing unit commander. Defenses were only

overcome when an infiltration team attacked from the

rear.

The drill, likely drawing on the Strait Thunder 2025A

exercise, illustrates Beijing’s continued emphasis on

uncrewed and combined-arms operations in scenarios

simulating a Taiwan conflict. It underscores both the

PLA’s growing technological capabilities and the

persistent operational limits of robot-based warfare,

particularly against prepared defenses. [SCMP]

[Reuters]

The Strait Thunder 2025A exercise is a large-scale

military drill conducted by China’s People’s Liberation

Army (PLA), simulating operations related to a
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potential conflict over Taiwan and combining

conventional and emerging warfare technologies. Held

in April, it was one of at least six major joint exercises

around Taiwan since August 2022 (see AiR No. 14,

April/2025, 2).

China: 42nd Antarctic expedition

launched

(dql) China has dispatched its 42nd Antarctic

expedition team, comprising over 500 scientists and

researchers from more than ten countries, on a seven-

month mission from Shanghai aboard the icebreakers

Xuelong and Xuelong 2. The expedition aims to

strengthen understanding, protection, and sustainable

use of Antarctica. [The State Council, China]

The mission will focus on enhancing operations and

infrastructure at Qinling Station—China’s fifth Antarctic

base, which began operations in February 2024—and

conducting extensive multidisciplinary research across

key Antarctic regions.

Scientists will examine the effects of climate change on

the Southern Ocean ecosystem through coordinated

marine, atmospheric, biological, and glacial studies in

areas including the Antarctic Peninsula, Amundsen

Sea, Ross Sea, and Prydz Bay. The mission also

features China’s first deep drilling into ice-covered

inland lakes and the testing of domestically developed

technologies, such as automated observation systems

and satellite remote sensing tools. [Asia News

Network] [The Diplomatic Insight]

The expedition comes at a time when global

competition in the polar regions is intensifying. In the

Antarctic, expanding Chinese (and Russian) activities

have not yet transformed the region into a new arena

of great power confrontation. However, they have

prompted NATO members and like-minded partners to

adopt more coordinated and assertive strategies in the

southern polar sphere.

Meanwhile, discussions within the Arctic Council are

shifting from their traditional focus on climate,

environmental protection, and indigenous rights

toward more pragmatic concerns such as energy

security, critical resource access, sovereignty, fisheries

management, and economic development. [GIS]

Established in 1996, the Arctic Council is an

intergovernmental forum that promotes cooperation

among the eight countries with territory in the Arctic

region — Canada, Denmark (via Greenland), Finland,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-yd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-yd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-yh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-yk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-yk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-yu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-jl/


Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the United

States.

Japan: Prime Minister Takaichi rules out

dissolving lower house for snap election

(ay) During her trip to South Korea to attend the APEC

summit, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi stated that her

government has no plans to dissolve the House of

Representatives for a snap general election,

emphasizing a focus on delivering economic measures

before triggering a vote.

She said the priority is implementing promised policies

including steps to tackle inflation rather than

immediately returning to the electorate. [The Japan

Times]

Takaichi, since October 21 in office, leads a minority

government supported by a new coalition between her

ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) with the center-

right Nippon Ishin (Japan Innovation Party). As part of

their coalition agreement, both parties plan to pursue

legislation to reduce the number of Diet seats during

the current extraordinary session. Takaichi said the

government would seek broad political support for the

reform through continued dialogue with other parties.

[The Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Ruling coalition co-leader accused

of channeling public funds to aide’s

company

(dql) Co-head Fumitake Fujita of the Japan Innovation

Party (JIP), which recently entered a coalition with the

Liberal Democratic Party that secured LDP leader

Sanae Takaichi her premiership last month (see AiR

No. 42, October/2025, 3), was reported by the Japanese

Communist Party's official newspaper to have allegedly

funneled around JPY 20 million (USD 130,000) from

2017 to 2024 into a company run by a publicly funded

aide. The payments reportedly covered services such

as printing fliers and posters, while the aide received

an annual salary of JPY 7.2 million (USD 47,000).

Most of the funds were said to come from public

sources, including research, public relations, and travel

allocations, prompting the newspaper to describe the

arrangement as a “kickback structure”.
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Fujita denied wrongdoing, insisting that the report

misrepresents the situation, and that all transactions

were legitimate, lawful, and conducted with expert

advice. [The Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Comprehensive policy package on

foreign residents unveiled

(dql) Japan will introduce a comprehensive policy

package in January to address issues concerning

foreign residents and tourists, marking the first

coordinated initiative on foreigner-related matters

under Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi who assumed

office two weeks ago.

Speaking at the inaugural meeting of a newly formed

ministerial council tasked with the issue, Takaichi

directed ministers to accelerate discussions on

ensuring compliance with existing laws, improving the

administration of government systems, and reviewing

regulations on land purchases by foreign nationals.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara said the new

ministerial framework aims to strengthen central

oversight and promote a “safe, secure, orderly, and

inclusive society” for both Japanese citizens and

foreigners.

The initiative comes amid growing public debate over

visa overstays, alleged misuse of welfare services, and

foreign ownership of land — issues that gained

prominence during the July upper house election, in

which the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

suffered significant losses, while the far-right, populist

Sanseito party gained traction with a “Japanese First”

agenda, increasing the number of its seats from one to

15 (see AiR No. 29, July/2025, 4).

Takaichi, a conservative leader, acknowledged public

concerns over illegal activities by some foreigners,

stressing that the government would respond firmly

while avoiding xenophobic sentiment. Her

administration has pledged to take a more assertive

stance on managing foreign residents and visitors, a

position that resonated with nationalist and right-

leaning voters during the LDP leadership race.

As part of the new measures, Health Minister Kenichiro

Ueno announced plans to, from June 2027, restrict

residency renewals for foreign residents who fail to

pay national health insurance premiums. Authorities

also intend to tighten screening procedures for

residence permits by reviewing records of unpaid

medical bills incurred by foreign tourists.
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The government will further discuss frameworks for

admitting skilled foreign workers, reflecting Japan’s

effort to balance domestic concerns over fairness and

security with the economic need for foreign labor.

[Kyodo News 1] [The Asahi Shimbun]

The new policy comes as Japan is witnessing a rapid

demographic shift as foreign residents now account

for over 10 percent of the population in 27

municipalities—levels the National Institute of

Population and Social Security Research had projected

for the nation as a whole only by 2070. Government

data show that the number of foreign residents

reached a record 3.76 million as of the end of 2024, an

increase of 350,000 from the previous year, driven

largely by labor shortages and recent immigration

policy reforms. [Kyodo News 2]

The trend underscores Japan’s accelerating

demographic diversification and highlights the growing

role of foreign workers in sustaining the nation’s

economy amid a shrinking native workforce.

Japan: Gasoline surcharge to be scrapped

(dql) Japan’s ruling and opposition parties have agreed

to end the provisional gasoline tax rate of JPY 25.10

(USD 0.16) per liter, in place for half a century, effective

December 31. The move, aimed at easing rising

household living costs, comes under pressure on

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s minority government.

The tax, imposed on top of the JPY 28.7 (USD 0.18)

base rate to fund public works, is estimated to cost

central and local governments around JPY 1.5 trillion

(USD 9.74 billion) annually. As an interim measure, the

government will provide subsidies to gradually lower

gasoline prices starting November 13.

Takaichi’s Liberal Democratic Party, which recently

formed a coalition with the center-right Japan

Innovation Party, still needs opposition support to pass

a supplementary budget to cover the lost revenue.

Discussions continue on potential offsets, including

scaling back corporate tax breaks.

The debate over the gasoline levy intensified after the

LDP suffered a major setback in July’s House of

Councillors election, with opposition parties gaining

seats. Previous efforts to abolish the tax last year

stalled due to disagreements overcompensating for

the revenue shortfall. [Mainichi Shimbun]
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Japan: Government to boost new strategy

for regional revitalization

(ay) The government will intensify efforts to revitalize

depopulating regional communities by increasing the

so-called “connected population,” referring to

nonresidents who may not live in the region full-time

but maintain steady interaction and economic ties,

Internal Affairs Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi

announced in an interview. The move responds to

labor shortages in services, transport, and

infrastructure in rural areas and reflects a broader

shift from traditional migration strategies.

The initiative builds on a decade of regional efforts first

launched in 2014 under then-Prime Minister Shinzo

Abe to curb population decline and Tokyo

overconcentration. Because permanent migration to

rural areas has proven difficult, the “connected

population” model promotes sustained involvement

rather than relocation.

The government aims to expand this network to 100

million participants nationwide by 2034, though

analysts cautioned that the program’s success will

depend on whether it provides strong incentives for

both residents and local administrations. [Nippon.com]

[The Japan Times]

Japan: High courts uphold Upper House

election despite vote weight disparities

(dql) Three Japanese high courts—Tokyo, Takamatsu,

and Nagoya—ruled on October 30 that the up to 3.13-

fold vote weight disparity in the July upper house

election was constitutional, rejecting calls to nullify the

results. The decisions involved three of 16 similar

lawsuits filed nationwide by groups of lawyers

challenging the election’s fairness.

The rulings follow mixed lower court outcomes: the

Kanazawa branch of Nagoya High Court described the

disparity as “a state of unconstitutionality” but still

dismissed demands to void the election, while Osaka

High Court found no conflict with the constitutional

principle of equality. The Supreme Court will issue a

unified judgment after all high courts have delivered

their rulings. [Mainichi Shimbun]

Japan: Joint custody of children after

divorce to start April 2026

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tr/


(dql) The Cabinet approved an amendment to the Civil

Code on October 31 that will allow joint custody of

children following divorce, effective April 1, 2026.

Currently, only one parent retains custody after

divorce, but under the revised law, parents can choose

between sole or joint custody at the time of divorce. If

parents cannot agree, family courts will decide based

on the child’s best interests.

The amendment also allows parents who divorced

before the law takes effect to apply to modify custody

arrangements from sole to joint, provided the court’s

decision occurs after April 2026. Under joint custody,

both parents must consult on major decisions affecting

the child, though one parent may act alone in

“everyday matters” or urgent situations affecting the

child’s welfare, such as school meetings or emergency

medical care. Cases involving child abuse or domestic

violence will automatically result in sole custody.

In addition, the law introduces a statutory child

support system. Custodial parents can claim

provisional child support from the other parent even

without prior agreement, with the Ministry of Justice

proposing a fixed amount of JPY 20,000 (around USD

130) per child per month. [Mainichi Shimbun]

The reform represents a major shift in Japan’s family

law, aimed at promoting co-parenting and ensuring

children’s welfare in the post-divorce context.

Japan: Rising absenteeism and bullying

highlight deepening concern over

education system

(dql) Japan is facing mounting concern over the state of

its education system as new government data highlight

a troubling rise in absenteeism, bullying, and school

violence. The Education Ministry’s latest survey

revealed that a record 353,970 elementary and junior

high school students were absent for 30 days or more

in fiscal 2024, marking the 12th straight year of

increase.

The figure—3.9 percent of all students—rose 2.2

percent from the previous year, with absenteeism up

5.6 percent at elementary schools and slightly at junior

highs. Officials partly attributed the trend to a growing

perception among parents that children should not be

forced to attend school.

The survey also found 42,978 students receiving

instruction through alternative programs such as free

schools or support centers, and 13,261 studying
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remotely. However, 135,724 students were not

receiving any professional support, such as from

school counselors.

Bullying cases likewise surged to an all-time high of

769,022 across all school levels, including 1,405

“serious incidents” involving physical harm or

prolonged absence. While the ministry said the overall

increase reflected more proactive recognition, it

described the rise in severe cases as “alarming.”

Incidents of school violence reached a record 128,859,

up 18.2 percent year-on-year, and student suicides

totaled 413, eight of which were confirmed as related

to bullying. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Economy shows resilience amid

labor, industrial, and agricultural

adjustments

(dql) Recent data show a mixed but resilient picture of

Japan’s economy, with labor market tightness,

industrial recovery, and a recalibration of agricultural

policy highlighting the government’s efforts to balance

growth, inflation, and domestic supply.

Unemployment rate remains steady amid tight labor

market

The unemployment rate in Japan held steady at 2.6

percent in September, with the job availability ratio

unchanged at 1.20, indicating 120 openings per 100 job

seekers.

The tight labor market, partly driven by Japan’s

declining population, suggests continued upward

pressure on wages, though some companies are

cautious in hiring as the minimum hourly wage rises

from October.

While the number of unemployed increased slightly to

1.81 million, payroll employment rose to 68.34 million.

Persistent inflation has raised expectations of further

Bank of Japan interest rate hikes, though officials

remain focused on upcoming wage negotiations

between unions and management. [Kyodo News 1]

Industrial output rebounds in September

Japan’s industrial production rose 2.2 percent in

September, marking the first increase in three months

and reversing an August decline of 1.5 percent. The

growth was driven by strong performance in

machinery, metal products, and chemical sectors,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tt/


while output in transport equipment (excluding

vehicles) and steel/non-ferrous metals fell.

The seasonally adjusted production index reached

102.8 (2020 base = 100). Industrial shipments grew 0.7

percent to 100.2, and inventories edged up 0.5 percent

to 99.6. Looking ahead, manufacturers expect 1.9

percrent growth in October and a 0.9 percent decline

in November.

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry described

production as “fluctuating indecisively,” indicating

ongoing uncertainty despite the September rebound.

[Kyodo News 2]

2026 rice output target cut to align with demand

The agriculture ministry has set the 2026 rice

production target at 7.11 million tons, down from the

projected 7.48 million tons for 2025, signaling a return

to production aligned with domestic demand under

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi. This marks a departure

from the previous administration’s policy of boosting

output to suppress prices. [Ministry of Agriculture,

Forestry and Fisheries, Japan, in Japanese]

The decision aims to stabilize rice prices and address

farmers’ concerns over potential oversupply, while the

government will also resume stockpiling rice, halted in

2025. Rising competition for the 2025 harvest has

pushed retail prices above JPY 4,000 (USD 26) per 5

kilograms, raising concerns that the abrupt policy

reversal could entrench higher prices. [Kyodo News 3]

[The Japan Times]

Mongolia: Special task force launched to

combat coal theft and corruption

(fs) Prime Minister Gombojav Zandanshatar has

established a special task force to combat coal theft

and corruption within state-owned and mining

companies. The task force includes representatives

from the General Intelligence Agency, the Independent

Authority Against Corruption, the National Police

Agency, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of

Industry and Mineral Resources, and other relevant

state bodies.

It is tasked with identifying the causes of corruption

and drafting legislative proposals to strengthen the

legal framework, including laws on whistleblower

protection and witness security. [Sonin]
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Mongolia: State Emergency Commission

addresses fuel shortages amid rising

supply concerns

(fs) Mongolia’s State Emergency Commission convened

to address rural complaints about fuel shortages and

to coordinate nationwide winter preparedness

measures on October 28.

Deputy Prime Minister and Commission Chief S.

Amarsaikhan instructed agencies to provide

transparent updates on fuel availability and to ensure

continuous supply monitoring across all provinces. He

warned that while shortages are expected to ease

soon, transport and fodder costs could rise, affecting

consumer prices.

Emphasizing the need for coordination among

government bodies, the private sector, and local

authorities, Amarsaikhan highlighted the importance

of maintaining thermal power and renewable

generation, with winter electricity demand projected to

peak at 1,800 MW. Authorities were also ordered to

safeguard herders and livestock in western provinces,

ensure uninterrupted access to food and fuel, and

maintain 24-hour emergency response operations as

Mongolia prepares for a potentially severe winter.

[GoGo]

Mongolia: S&P Global Ratings upgrades

long-term sovereign credit rating to BB-

(fs) S&P Global Ratings, one of the leading credit rating

agencies, has upgraded Mongolia’s long-term foreign

and local currency sovereign credit ratings to BB- from

B+, citing improved fiscal performance and sustained

economic growth driven by strong commodity exports.

This upgrade means S&P is the second of the three

main credit agencies that has raised Mongolia’s credit

rating recently, after Moody’s did a couple of weeks

earlier (see AiR No. 42, October/2025, 3).

The short-term rating was affirmed at B, while the

transfer and convertibility assessment was raised to

BB. The outlook on the long-term rating remains

stable, reflecting expectations that Mongolia will

maintain robust economic expansion and low fiscal

deficits over the next two years.

The upgrade follows three consecutive years of budget

surpluses, which nearly halved the ratio of government

debt to GDP and reduced interest-servicing costs.
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Strong revenue growth, fueled by mining activity, has

supported fiscal consolidation.

S&P projects 5.5 percent economic growth in 2025,

supported by copper output rising 45 percent year-on-

year and resilient coal exports, despite lower prices.

Fiscal deficits are forecast to average 1.3 percent of

GDP over 2026-2028, with debt expected to fall below

30 percent of GDP. While inflation reached 9 percent in

September 2025, monetary tightening aims to stabilize

prices. [Investing]

S&P noted that Mongolia’s concentrated economic

base and external imbalances remain key risks but

emphasized the government’s fiscal discipline and

steady access to concessional financing. They also said

they could raise ratings further if fiscal and external

indicators strengthen or institutional predictability

improves. [S&P Global]

Mongolia: Government begins

negotiations with Rio Tinto to reduce Oyu

Tolgoi loan interest rate

(fs) The Mongolian government has launched formal

negotiations with British-Australian metals and mining

corporation Rio Tinto to lower the interest rate on

loans related to the Oyu Tolgoi project, one of the

largest known copper and gold deposits in the world.

The talks aim not only to reduce borrowing costs but

also to review compound interest practices, improve

management governance, and accelerate dividend

payments to Mongolia.

Finance Minister of Mongolia Javkhlan Bold

emphasized that the goal is to raise Mongolia’s return

from the current 26-27 percent to the originally agreed

53 percent, adding that discussions will also cover

management service fees and other project-related

costs. Industry and Mining Minister Damdinyam

Gankhuyag noted that reducing loan interest would

allow earlier dividend distribution to the state’s

Sovereign Wealth Fund. [Bloomberg TV]

Both parties expect to find a solution before 31

January, 2026, but they agreed to extend the deadline

in case negotiations take longer than expected.

[Montsame]
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North Korea: Central Committee

investigates inflated yields and corruption

at state cotton farm

(sm) In a case shedding light on the broader problem

of corruption within North Korea’s state-owned

enterprises, a Central Committee investigation in

North Hwanghae Province uncovered falsified

production reports and mismanagement at a state-run

cotton farm, where officials were reportedly found to

have diverted crops for personal use. The probe

revealed that local administrators inflated yield figures

and claimed supplies were stored in warehouses that

were nearly empty.

The investigation highlights how local officials

manipulate production data to meet quotas and

secure political favor, a recurring issue in North Korea’s

agricultural sector. The findings also suggest that

systemic corruption remains entrenched at the

provincial level despite official campaigns to tighten

discipline, as seen over the summer when sweeping

farm facility inspections reached their peak. [Daily NK

1] [Daily NK 2]

North Korea: Artillery launches carried

out amid key diplomatic and security

events

(dql) North Korea fired multiple artillery rockets into

the West Sea, signaling defiance amid critical South

Korean and US security engagements.

On November 3, Pyongyang launched approximately

10 rockets from a 240mm multiple launch rocket

system—capable of reaching up to 60 kilometers—

shortly before US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and

South Korean Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back

conducted a joint inspection at the Demilitarized Zone,

marking the first such visit by both nations’ defense

chiefs in eight years.

Earlier, on November 1, North Korea fired 10 rockets

into the sea shortly after South Korean President Lee

Jae-myung met Chinese President Xi Jinping during the

APEC summit.

Recent weeks have also seen short-range ballistic

missile launches on October 22 and a ship-to-surface

cruise missile test on October 28 (see article below),

coinciding with US President Donald Trump’s visit for

APEC.
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South Korean authorities interpret these actions as

calculated signals aimed at international attention and

demonstrating military readiness during high-profile

diplomatic moments. The November 3 launch

preceded the 57th ROK-US Security Consultative

Meeting and the 50th ROK-US Military Committee

Meeting, where both countries reaffirmed progress on

wartime operational control transition and committed

to strengthened combined deterrence against North

Korea’s evolving missile and nuclear capabilities. [The

Korea Herald]

North Korea: Cruise missile tested ahead

of Trump visit to South Korea

(mo/dql) North Korea said it successfully tested sea-to-

surface cruise missiles on October 28, with the

projectiles reportedly flying more than two hours

before striking targets in western waters. [KCNA]

The latest launches followed short-range ballistic

missile tests last week, which Pyongynag said involved

a new hypersonic system designed to strengthen its

nuclear deterrent. These marked North Korea’s first

ballistic missile tests in five months (see AiR No. 43,

October/2025, 4).

The launch—touted by Pyongyang as expanding its

nuclear-armed military’s operational reach—came a

day before U.S. President Donald Trump arrived in

South Korea to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping for

closely watched talks (see article in this edition).

Trump, who has repeatedly expressed interest in

meeting North Korean Kim Jong-un on this trip to

South Korea.

Pyongyang, for its part, has so far not directly

responded to President Trump’s recent overture,

maintaining its refusal to engage in talks with

Washington or Seoul since Kim’s high-stakes nuclear

diplomacy with Trump collapsed in 2019 over disputes

regarding U.S.-led sanctions. The two leaders met

three times during Trump’s first term, with their last

encounter taking place at the inter-Korean border

village of Panmunjom.

Analysts believe Kim is unlikely to return to

negotiations with Trump anytime soon unless he is

assured of major U.S. concessions. Others argue,

however, that North Korea may find it difficult to

ignore Trump’s repeated outreach, as doing so could

risk diminishing its prominence on Washington’s

foreign policy agenda.
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Last month, Kim stated he would not resume talks with

the United States unless Washington abandons its

demand for North Korea’s denuclearization. In

addition, Kim’s top foreign policy priority has now

shifted to Russia (see articles in this edition).

In recent months, he has sent thousands of troops and

substantial quantities of military equipment to support

Russia in the war in Ukraine, aligning North Korea with

Moscow and Beijing under what he calls a “new Cold

War” against the U.S.-led West. [AP News] [CNN]

North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui held talks

with Russian President Vladimir Putin on October 27.

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov also attended

the meeting, during which Putin conveyed regards to

North Korean leader Kim, while Choe passed on Kim’s

“warm wishes” and praised the “spiritual closeness” of

the two nations. Putin stated that bilateral relations

and development prospects are progressing

“according to plan.” [AiR No. 43, October/2025, 4]

North Korea: Regime conceals Russia war

veterans

(sm) North Korean soldiers returning from the war in

Ukraine are reportedly being kept out of the public eye

rather than as being treated as celebrated heroes,

according to accounts from inside the country. Many

wounded troops have been quietly transferred to

military hospitals in remote provinces, where their

injuries are officially described as training accidents.

Families of the deceased are reportedly warned not to

discuss their relatives’ deployment, and survivors are

kept from public view to prevent details of Pyongyang’s

involvement in the conflict from spreading. [Daily Nk]

Despite this secrecy, last month North Korean state

media announced plans to construct a memorial

museum in Pyongyang dedicated to North Korean

soldiers killed in Russia’s war. Supreme leader Kim Jong

Un and Russian Ambassador Alexander Matsegora

attended the groundbreaking ceremony where the site

was presented as a tribute to “sacred sacrifice” and a

symbol of lasting friendship with Moscow.

The comparison between private suppression of

veterans and public commemoration of the dead

reflects the regime’s attempt to control the narrative,

meaning honoring loyalty while concealing the extent

of its direct participation in the war. [The Guardian]
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Estimates from South Korea’s intelligence authorities

indicate that around 15,000 North Korean troops have

entered the conflict, in addition, there are claims of at

least 600 fatalities and 4,000 wounded as of late

October. These figures provide a rare insight into the

human toll of Pyongyang’s support for Moscow and

illustrate how the regime balances ideological loyalty

with efforts to maintain legitimacy at home among

growing public speculation and international scrutiny.

This pattern suggests that North Korea’s alliance with

Russia while politically useful may deepen internal

contradictions between the regime’s propaganda

narrative and the lived experiences of those it sends to

fight abroad. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: President Lee unveils 2026

budget

(dql/mo) President Lee Jae-myung introduced South

Korea’s 2026 budget on November 4, totaling KRW 728

trillion (USD 505 billion), an 8.1 percent increase from

2025. Defense spending rises to KRW 66.3 trillion (USD

46 billion), up 8.2 percent, prioritizing modernization of

conventional forces, AI integration, and advancement

toward a “self-reliant defense.” Lee reaffirmed plans to

regain wartime operational control from the U.S. by

2030 and highlighted AI-driven transformation to build

a “smart and strong” military.

The budget also allocates KRW 10.1 trillion (USD 7

billion) for AI development, aiming to position South

Korea among the world’s top three AI powers. Lee

linked recent U.S. cooperation on nuclear-powered

submarine fuel and the tariff deal to strengthening

economic and security foundations.

On diplomacy, Lee reported productive talks with

Chinese President Xi Jinping at the APEC summit (see

article in this edition), describing the restoration of

bilateral relations and agreement on strategic

cooperation. Seoul and Beijing also renewed a five-

year bilateral currency swap of up to KRW 70 trillion

won (USD 48.6 billion) and signed six memorandums

of understanding on economic collaboration and

transnational crime prevention. [Anadolu Ajansı]

[France 24]

Meanwhile, the opposition People Power Party (PPP)

boycotted Lee’s budget address, protesting a special

counsel team’s request for an arrest warrant against

PPP lawmaker Choo Kyung-ho.

Choo is accused of obstructing parliamentary

procedures during former President Yoon Suk Yeol’s

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-dd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-dh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-dk/


alleged martial law attempt, including repeatedly

changing meeting locations to block a vote.

The PPP denounced the move as political retaliation

and held a rally at the National Assembly instead.

Meanwhile, President Lee delivered his budget speech

and urged bipartisan cooperation on next year’s

spending plan. [The JoongAng Daily] [Yonhap]

South Korea: Ruling party shelves

controversial bill shielding president from

trials

(dql) The ruling Democratic Party (DP) on November 4

abandoned plans to advance a bill that would block

criminal trials against a sitting president, reversing its

announcement from the previous day. President Lee

Jae-myung reportedly requested the withdrawal,

emphasizing a focus on economic recovery and public

welfare rather than partisan conflict.

The proposal, initially called the Trial Suspension Act

and later renamed the National Governance Stability

Act, had passed the Legislation and Judiciary

Committee but faced intense criticism from the

opposition People Power Party (PPP), which accused

the ruling party of attempting to protect Lee from

accountability.

Lee currently faces five criminal trials on charges

predating his presidency, all of which were suspended

following his inauguration, citing constitutional

protections under Article 84.

Instead of pursuing the controversial bill, the DP

launched a task force to reform judicial administration,

focusing on decentralizing Supreme Court authority,

reviewing rulings, increasing the number of justices,

and introducing accountability measures for judges

and prosecutors. [The Korea Herald] [Yonhap]

South Korea: President halts government

asset sales amid transparency concerns

(dql) On November 3, President Lee Jae-myung has

issued an emergency order suspending all sales of

government-owned assets, including land and

properties, pending a review of ongoing and planned

transactions. The move aims to address concerns over

potential illicit gains by undisclosed buyers. Prime
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Minister Kim Min-seok may now approve any future

asset sales.

The decision reverses the previous administration’s

plan under former President Yoon Suk-yeol to sell

assets worth roughly KRW 16 trillion (USD 11.2 billion)

between 2022 and 2027 to boost private-sector-led

economic recovery.

Lawmakers cited evidence that assets had been sold at

about half their initial asking prices, fueling speculation

of unfair advantages for certain bidders. [The Korea

Herald]

South Korea: Court jails five in

development project scandal linked to

President Lee Jae-myung

(dql) The Seoul Central District Court has sentenced

five individuals to prison for their key roles in the

Daejang-dong land development scandal, a politically

charged case linked to President Lee Jae-myung’s

tenure as Seongnam mayor.

Kim Man-bae, the largest shareholder of Hwacheon

Daeyu, and Yoo Dong-gyu, former acting president of

Seongnam Development Corp., were each sentenced

to eight years in prison. Lawyer Nam Wook, accountant

Jeong Young-hak, and lawmaker Jeong Min-young

received sentences of four, five, and six years,

respectively. All five were convicted of professional

breach of trust and immediately taken into custody.

The court found that the defendants structured a

contract that capped the public developer’s profits at

less than half of the project’s returns, allowing private

investors to monopolize profits from the 2015

Daejang-dong project. Hwacheon Daeyu and its

affiliates allegedly earned about 789 billion won

(US$553 million) in illicit profits while inflicting losses of

nearly 490 billion won on the city-run company.

President Lee became entangled in the scandal

because the controversial profit scheme was designed

and approved during his time as Seongnam’s mayor.

Prosecutors allege that he failed to prevent the

arrangement that disproportionately benefited private

firms and caused massive losses to the public sector.

The ruling represents a major development in one of

South Korea’s most prominent corruption cases and

intensifies political pressure on President Lee, whose

own trial on related charges has been indefinitely
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postponed following his election victory in June.

[Yonhap News Agency] [KBS]

South Korea: Audit Board replaces entire

senior team amid political audit

controversy

(mo) South Korea’s Board of Audit and Inspection has

replaced all senior officials in its Special Investigation

Bureau, the unit behind high-profile probes into the

Moon Jae-in administration. The move follows criticism

from the ruling Democratic Party, which accused the

bureau of politically driven audits targeting the

previous government.

Four section chiefs were reassigned this week, after

the bureau’s head and another senior official were

moved last month—meaning every senior figure

involved in five contested audits has now been

replaced. The board described the reshuffle as part of

efforts to “revitalize the work atmosphere,” though

internal sources say wider personnel changes may

follow.

The bureau had investigated alleged statistical

manipulation under Moon, handling of a North Korean

defector killing, scrutiny over DMZ guard post

withdrawals, a THAAD deployment delay, and alleged

misconduct by a former civil rights chief tied to the

Democratic Party. Those audits are now under internal

review by a task force launched after President Lee Jae-

myung’s appointee took charge at the board,

examining how the probes began and reached their

conclusions. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Kospi hits record high as

Nvidia ties fuel AI-driven market surge

(mo) The South Korean stock market is extending a

powerful rally driven by excitement over artificial

intelligence. After a 20 percent jump in October — the

Kospi’s strongest monthly rise since 2001 — the index

hit a record high at the start of November. Major tech

firms Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix are leading

the surge thanks to their deep involvement in Nvidia’s

AI chip supply chain.

The momentum follows Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang’s

visit to Seoul, where he met Samsung leaders and

announced new partnerships — a move investors see

as boosting South Korea’s position in the global AI
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industry. Shares of SK Hynix soared up to 10 percent

after a local analyst sharply increased the company’s

price target, arguing that traditional valuation methods

no longer apply due to the new AI boom.

Broader AI-related sectors — including power

equipment, robotics, and autonomous technology

firms — also saw gains as optimism spreads across the

Korean tech landscape. [Bloomberg]

South Korea: Space-based reconnaissance

network completed with fifth military

satellite

(dql) South Korea launched its fifth military

reconnaissance satellite on November 3, completing

the “425 Project” and establishing an independent,

space-based surveillance network to monitor North

Korean threats. The satellite, part of a cluster including

four synthetic aperture radar (SAR) satellites and one

electro-optical/infrared (EO/IR) satellite, was deployed

aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Florida and

successfully entered orbit, achieving stable contact

with ground control.

The constellation enables continuous, all-weather

surveillance of the Korean Peninsula at roughly two-

hour intervals, with sensors capable of detecting

objects as small as 30 centimeters. This capability

forms the “final eye” of South Korea’s Kill Chain

preemptive strike system and strengthens the nation’s

three-axis defense architecture—preemptive strike,

missile defense, and retaliatory response—reducing

reliance on U.S. intelligence.

Officials described the launch as a milestone in

achieving strategic autonomy, with plans to expand

domestic satellite launch infrastructure, develop

miniaturized constellations, and integrate civilian-

military aerospace capabilities. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Date of 2026 local elections set

(yl) The Central Election Commission (CEC) announced

that local elections will be held on November 28, 2026,

covering mayors, magistrates, and councilors across 22

cities and counties.

Candidate registration will take place August 31–

September, with ballot numbers drawn October 23

and policy presentations starting mid-November. The

elections occur every four years and will include races
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in all six special municipalities and 16 counties. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Ruling party rejects opposition

party’s coalition government proposal

(dql) The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) has

criticized the opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) for

promoting the concept of a “coalition government,”

calling it incompatible with Taiwan’s constitutional

framework.

The DPP emphasized that Taiwan operates under a

chief-executive system rather than a parliamentary

cabinet system, making coalition governments

impossible. He described TPP leader Huang Kuo-

chang’s advocacy as a politically motivated tactic aimed

at undermining the DPP, rather than genuine inter-

party collaboration.

The DPP (green) framed recent “blue-white

cooperation” between the Kuomintang (KMT), the

largest opposition party, and TPP as a strategic effort

to oppose the ruling party, rather than a model of

functional governance.

Huang argued that coalition government could be

relevant to both central and local governments over

the next decade. Citing Japan’s recent political

arrangements, he highlighted inter-party agreements

that clarified policy promotion and parliamentary

procedures. The TPP plans to host forums on local

coalition governance across Taiwan, featuring local

officials such as Keelung Mayor George Hsieh and

Deputy Mayor Chiu Pei-ling. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Cheng Li-wun sworn in as main

opposition party chair

(dql/yl) On November 1, Cheng Li-wun was sworn in as

chair of the main opposition party, the Kuomintang

(KMT), succeeding Eric Chu after his four-year term.

Speaking at a party congress in Taipei, Cheng urged

the KMT to “turn the worst era into the best era,”—in

an apparent reference to the defeat in the 2024

presidential election, the third in a row—emphasizing

values of kindness, mindfulness, and teamwork. She

called for the party to become both a major political

force and a leader in public welfare, likening its

transformation to evolving “from a flock of sheep into a

pride of lions.”
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Cheng’s immediate challenges include the municipal

elections in November next year and the 2028

presidential and legislative contests, with the KMT

seeking to reverse a streak of three consecutive

presidential defeats.

Notably absent from the congress was Taichung Mayor

Lu Shiow-yen, a potential 2028 presidential contender,

who has been managing a local outbreak of African

swine fever. [Taiwan News]

Since her October election, Cheng has faced criticism

for advocating closer ties with China and for her

comments on Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Putin “not a dictator”

Shortly before assuming office, Cheng caused

controversy, telling Deutsche Welle (DW), a German

media, that Russian President Vladimir Putin “is not a

dictator” because he was elected, arguing NATO’s

eastward expansion caused the Ukraine war not Putin.

[DW, in Chinese]

Cheng added that conflict across the Taiwan Strait

would not be decided solely by Xi Jinping, accusing the

ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) of turning

Taiwan into a U.S. pawn. [Focus Taiwan 1]

In addition, Cheng warned that Taiwan needs a

“reasonable defense budget,” cautioning against

government proposals to raise military spending to 5

percent of GDP, which she said could strain public

finances and fuel an escalating arms race. Cheng

emphasized that Taiwan is peace-loving and should

avoid provoking regional conflict, urging careful

management of cross-strait relations to prevent

unnecessary escalation.

In response, the Presidential Office stated that Cheng’s

position is inconsistent with democratic norms,

arguing that defense investment protects Taiwan’s

democratic way of life. Cheng later clarified that she

supports regional peace but opposes open-ended

defense spending that could crowd out other public

needs.

Currently, Taiwan’s defense spending stands at 2–2.5

percent of GDP, with the government targeting 3.32

percent in 2026 and gradually increasing to 5 percent

by 2030 to strengthen deterrence against Chinese

aggression. [Focus Taiwan 2]
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Taiwan: Absentee voting debate in sparks

security concerns

(dql) The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) has

criticized the proposal of the main opposition party,

the Kuomintang (KMT), to introduce absentee voting in

the 2026 local elections, warning it could invite Chinese

interference in Taiwan’s democratic process.

Experts and activists echoed concerns that loopholes

in absentee voting could be exploited, potentially

mobilizing Taiwanese businesspeople in China or

undermining the principle of secret ballots, and

eroding public trust.

The KMT defended its proposal, clarifying that

absentee voting would exclude overseas voters and

only apply to residents unable to return to their

registered constituencies. The party argued the system

would enhance participation for students, workers,

and emergency personnel while maintaining

safeguards against foreign influence. [Taiwan News]

The debate highlights the tension between expanding

electoral access and protecting Taiwan’s elections from

external manipulation, a concern increasingly linked to

Beijing’s efforts to influence domestic politics.

Taiwan: Ruling party mayoral primary in

full swing amid legal controversy and

internal party rifts

(dql) Ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

legislator Lin Tai-hua, facing an embezzlement

indictment over NTD 14 million (USD 456,000) in

legislative aide salaries, drew large crowds at her first

Kaohsiung rally on November 1 despite some key

faction members backing out.

Lin claimed the charges were politically motivated and

emphasized that prosecutors or party factions should

not decide Kaohsiung’s next mayor. Organizers

reported 30,000 attendees, underscoring her

grassroots support in Gangshan District, a longtime

DPP stronghold.

Internal party polls show Lin trailing rival Lai Jui-lung by

over 10 points in DPP favorability, while Lin remains

ahead of other primary contenders. Party insiders and

commentators warn that if Lin secures the nomination

and is later found guilty, or runs as an independent, it

could jeopardize the DPP’s control in Kaohsiung and

beyond.
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Lin has pledged loyalty to the party, saying she would

withdraw if she loses the primary, while maintaining

her innocence. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Energy efficiency rules for large-

scale data centers tightened amid AI

boom

(dql) Taiwan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) will

enforce stricter energy efficiency regulations for large

data centers starting November 5, reflecting the

country’s response to rising electricity demand from

the AI sector. Facilities with energy consumption of 5

MW or more—including hyperscale and colocation

centers—must now submit detailed energy-use plans

for approval before construction.

The new framework sets Power Usage Effectiveness

(PUE) caps at 1.3 for hyperscale centers and 1.4 for

colocation centers, benchmarks aligned with

international standards in Japan, Singapore, and the

EU. Operators must demonstrate compliance across

seven key areas: equipment selection, software backup

planning, data management, cooling system design,

power system efficiency, energy monitoring, and

overall energy performance. An additional 120

technical utility items serve as a design validation

checklist, ensuring energy-efficient technologies are

embedded from the planning stage.

Experts highlight that the revised rules are technically

achievable and unlikely to deter global tech

investment. [Reccessary]

Taiwan: Taipower submits nuclear plant

status report, paving way for potential

reopening

(dql) State-owned electric utility Taipower has

submitted status reports for Taiwan’s nuclear power

plants to the Ministry of Economic Affairs, a key step

toward potential reopening. Once approved, the

company will conduct internal safety evaluations,

followed by independent assessments by foreign

experts.

The Maanshan Nuclear Power Plant’s internal review is

expected to take about 1.5 years, with reopening costs

calculated during this phase, and operations could

resume roughly two years later if public consensus is

reached. Experts noted that all plants meet American
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safety standards, suggesting Taiwan could follow the

U.S. model for reopening.

Some lawmakers and environmental groups, however,

oppose reopening, emphasizing safety and renewable

energy development, while others urge halting

decommissioning to preserve nuclear expertise for

future technologies. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: 2050 circular economy roadmap

to be launched 2026

(dql) President William Lai emphasized the urgency of

climate adaptation and green transition at the fifth

National Climate Change Countermeasures Committee

meeting. Citing Typhoons Danas and Ragasa and

nationwide heat extremes, Lai warned that climate-

related disasters are becoming more frequent and

severe, impacting both society and Taiwan’s export-

driven economy amid rising green supply chain

standards and trade barriers.

The Ministry of Environment has released a draft 2050

circular economy roadmap, with the official plan

expected next year, alongside amendments to

resource circulation regulations. Taiwan’s domestic

green technology sector generated over NTD 500

billion (USD 16.3 billion) last year, with 73 percent of

value from circular economy, energy efficiency, and

renewable systems, highlighting green growth as a

driver of economic development.

The government aims to reduce residential and

commercial carbon emissions by 35 percent by 2030,

promote energy-saving housing, support net-zero

initiatives, and improve public health by lowering air

pollution. Resilience corridors and enhanced climate

adaptation mechanisms will bolster disaster

preparedness, with coordinated efforts between public

and private sectors. [Taipei Times] [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: GDP growth expected to hit 5

percent in 2025 amid strong AI-driven

exports

(yl) Taiwan’s Directorate General of Budget, Accounting

and Statistics (DGBAS) projected third-quarter growth

at 7.64 percent, well above its August forecast, with

full-year growth likely reaching 5 percent. The upgrade

was driven by a 36.5 percent surge in goods exports,

particularly ICT and AI-related products. However,
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DGBAS noted weaknesses in traditional manufacturing

and private consumption, highlighting uneven sectoral

recovery. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Parliament pushes tougher

penalties for damage to undersea

infrastructure

(dql) The parliament on October 30 completed a

preliminary review of amendments strengthening

penalties for intentional damage to undersea cables

and utility pipelines. The draft revisions to the

Electricity Act, Natural Gas Enterprise Act, and Water

Supply Act would impose 1–7 years in prison and fines

up to NTD 10 million (USD 325,555) for deliberate

offenses, while negligent damage could result in up to

six months in prison or fines up to NTD 2 million.

Vessels or equipment involved in such offenses could

be confiscated, and ships must keep automatic

identification systems (AIS) active at all times.

The amendments are part of a broader “seven

undersea cable laws” package aimed at bolstering

Taiwan’s maritime security, alongside updates to the

Telecommunications Management Act, Meteorological

Act, Commercial Port Law, and Law of Ships.

Lawmakers also urged the Ministry of the Interior to

publicly release maps of undersea cables and

pipelines, assisting navigation, reducing disputes, and

supporting law enforcement.

The legislation follows several incidents, including

February’s Hong Tai 58 case, in which a Chinese

captain was sentenced to three years for damaging a

submarine cable connecting Taiwan and Penghu.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Coast Guard capabilities

expanded with new commissioned vessels

(dql/yl) Taiwan commissioned the 4,000-ton Chiayi-

class offshore patrol vessel Taipei and launched the

first Siraya-class high-latitude oceanic patrol vessel,

enhancing the Coast Guard’s endurance, cold-weather

operations, and maritime law enforcement. These

developments are part of a multiyear plan to field 141

cutters by 2027 and six polar-capable ships by the

early 2030s.

The Chiayi class, now complete with four ships, is

designed for long-duration patrols with a 10,000-
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nautical-mile range, aviation support, and medical

facilities including negative-pressure isolation and

operating rooms. Armed with 20 mm guns, rockets,

water cannons, and equipped for helicopter

operations, these cutters strengthen Taiwan’s

presence in the Bashi Channel, South China Sea, and

central Pacific tuna grounds.

The Siraya class inaugurates a six-ship program

tailored for high-latitude, cold-water missions. Its all-

steel hull features anti-icing measures, UAVs, water-

cannon stations, and modular logistics and rescue

capabilities. Subsequent ships will carry the names of

Taiwan’s Indigenous peoples. These vessels support

year-round operations alongside Taiwan’s distant-

water fleet, countering coercive inspections, illegal

fishing, and gray-zone pressure.

Operationally, the new cutters enhance Taiwan’s

maritime law enforcement, Search and Rescue (SAR),

and surveillance, integrating with Navy units under

Emission Control (EMCON) to monitor PLA and China

Coast Guard activities. They also safeguard subsea

infrastructure and international undersea cables, while

enabling interoperability with partner navies. [Army

Recognition]

In addition, President Lai Ching-te attended the

commissioning of Taiwan’s first M1A2T Abrams tank

battalion in Hsinchu, widely seen as marking a

milestone in the Army’s modernization. The unit, part

of the 584th Armored Brigade, replaces CM11 tanks

and integrates digitalized systems under Taiwan’s

defense strategy of “resolute defense and multilayered

deterrence.”

Experts said the tanks would likely serve in urban and

mobile defense roles rather than coastal operations.

Taiwan has ordered 108 M1A2Ts, with 80 delivered and

the remaining 28 arriving in early 2026. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Defense ministry outlines

expanded military drone roles across

operations

(dql) The Ministry of National Defense (MND) has

organized drone operations into joint-operations,

tactical, and combat roles to enhance surveillance,

reconnaissance, and strike capabilities. At the joint-

operations level, drones conduct long-endurance, long-

range reconnaissance, surveillance, and strike missions

across Taiwan’s maritime and air domains. At the

tactical level, drones identify targets, draw enemy fire

to deplete defenses, and support anti-landing, littoral,
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and beach operations. In combat, they extend weapon

warning and strike ranges, shorten response times,

and support sustained operations.

In peacetime, drones carry out high-risk or time-

intensive tasks such as maritime and air patrols,

reducing personnel burdens and wear on manned

systems. Training is conducted at dedicated centers

across all branches and the Marine Corps, covering 10

course types with certified UAV practice flights.

The MND plans to develop domestic R&D in image

recognition, anti-jamming, and multimodal guidance

and form unmanned aerial system groups in each of

Taiwan’s five operational theaters by next July. [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Military exercise conducted to

boost defense capabilities

(dql) The Matsu Defense Command—Taiwan’s frontline

military authority tasked with securing a critical island

group near the Chinese coast—recently held the Yuntai

exercise on Nangan Island to enhance defensive

capabilities.

The Nangan Garrison Brigade simulated enemy attacks

through drills including defensive firing,

counterattacks, and coordinated artillery operations,

while troops employed drones for reconnaissance, CM-

21 and CM-23 armored vehicles, 105 mm howitzers, 81

mm mortars, 20 mm cannons, and .50-caliber machine

guns to target sea and air threats.

The exercise follows the inaugural Lu Sheng force-on-

force training, which involved the 542nd Armored

Brigade and 234th Mechanized Infantry Brigade. That

drill tested urban warfare, small-unit leadership,

decentralized command, artillery coordination, drones,

new command systems, and logistics support. [Taiwan

News 1]

Meanwhile, the military wrapped up its inaugural

weeklong Lu Sheng exercise on October 31, a

comprehensive drill designed to test armored and

mechanized infantry units in simulated defensive

operations.

The exercise evaluated commanders’ decision-making

and communication under multiple scenarios and

incorporated drones and advanced battlefield software

to improve real-time surveillance, situational

awareness, and rapid response capabilities. [Taiwan

News 2]
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Taiwan: U.S. contractor to speed up F-16V

delivery amid delays

(yl) Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense said U.S.

personnel producing 66 F-16 Block 70 (F-16V) jets for

Taiwan are working in two 10-hour shifts daily to

accelerate delivery, though the aircraft will still miss

the 2026 deadline due to production line relocations.

The report to lawmakers also noted delays in AGM-

154C missile and MK-48 torpedo deliveries until 2027–

2028, while progress on HIMARS rocket launchers

remains ahead of schedule. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: 25 detained in crackdown on

Prince Group scam network

(dql) Taipei prosecutors announced on November 4

that 25 individuals had been detained and USD 147

million in assets seized in connection with the Prince

Group, a Southeast Asia-based criminal network

accused of large-scale cryptocurrency and online

gambling scams. Seized assets include 26 luxury cars,

real estate, and bank accounts, linked to Cambodian

businessman Chen Zhi, with charges involving money

laundering and forced labor.

Prosecutors said the group ran forced-labor scam

compounds across Cambodia, laundering illicit

proceeds through shell companies and luxury

purchases, concealing the profits of global fraud

operations.

Singapore police seized USD 116 million in related

assets last month, following sanctions imposed by the

U.K. and U.S. on the network.

Taiwanese authorities noted that some citizens were

lured to Cambodia and Myanmar under false

employment pretenses, highlighting the transnational

scale of the Prince Group’s criminal activities. [Channel

News Asia]

Taiwan: Legislature approves typhoon

Ragasa relief bill amid indigenous

concerns

(dql)  On October 31, the parliament passed a third

reading of a NTD 30 billion (USD 977,000) special
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disaster-relief bill to address flooding caused by the

September 23 failure of Hualien County’s Mataian River

landslide dam, triggered by Typhoon Ragasa. The

disaster released 60 million cubic meters of water and

debris, killing at least 19 people and submerging over

600 hectares in Guangfu, Fonglin, and Wanrung

townships.

The bill allocates funds in stages for agriculture, power,

telecommunications, social rehabilitation,

transportation, and water, gas, and fuel infrastructure,

with aid distributed based on affected households

rather than per address. Reconstruction work will

continue until March 2027, with dam and drainage

projects extending to December 2030.

The bill, initially proposed by the main opposition

party, the Kuomingtang (KMT), passed unanimously

after cross-party negotiations, though it sparked

protests from Amis Indigenous villagers.

Demonstrators opposed relocation proposals, citing

the Siaolin Village tragedy during Typhoon Morakot

(2009), which displaced residents permanently.

Experts warned that permanent relocation could sever

cultural and land ties and cause villagers to lose

ownership of their ancestral lands. [Taipei Times]

[Focus Taiwan]
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as reform consensus unravels

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has given

political parties in the country seven days to agree on a

date for the planned referendum on the

implementation of the July National Charter, the

reform framework adopted in the wake of the 2024

uprising that ousted former Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina.

The decision was announced on November 3 by Law

Adviser Asif Nazrul following a special meeting of the

Advisory Council chaired by Chief Adviser Muhammad

Yunus. Nazrul said the measure aims to build a unified

position among parties that had jointly fought for

reform but warned that if no agreement is reached

within the deadline, the government “will take its own

course.” He emphasized that this was “not an

ultimatum” but an “appeal to unity” among anti-fascist

political forces that had marched together during the

uprising. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The announcement follows months of gridlock over

the implementation and legal status of the July

Charter, which was adopted on October 17 by 25

political parties but which remains unratified as the

foundation for Bangladesh’s post-uprising transition.

The National Consensus Commission (NCC) had earlier

proposed holding the referendum before or on

election day, but the main political forces behind the

transition—the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP),

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, and the National Citizens’

Party (NCP)—remain sharply divided over both the

timing and the legal form of the Charter’s enforcement.

The NCP—a student-led movement-turned-political

party formed in the aftermath of the 2024 uprising—

has not signed the Charter, insisting it will only do so

once the interim government issues a legally binding

implementation order and clarifies the referendum

process. The party has since accused the government

of altering the final text under political pressure and

demanded that the final version be published and

endorsed directly by the Chief Adviser. [The Daily Star

1]

The BNP, the country’s main opposition force and long-

time rival of the ousted Awami League, has taken a

sharply different position, rejecting the interim

government’s authority to issue such an order or to

establish a reform council outside parliament. On

October 31, the BNP dismissed the National

Consensus Commission (NCC)’s final recommendations

as “one-sided” and “a mockery of the people,” alleging

that dissenting views were ignored and additional
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clauses inserted without consultation. [The Daily Star

2]

By contrast, the Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, the

country’s largest Islamist party and a former BNP ally,

has urged the government to immediately issue the

implementation order, arguing that any delay would

erode the Charter’s credibility. Jamaat Nayeb-e-Ameer

Syed Abdullah Mohammad Taher said that opposing

the Charter was akin to reviving “the shadow of old

fascism” and called on the BNP to join dialogue to

prevent a political crisis. [The Daily Star 3]

Against this backdrop, Law Adviser Asif Nazrul recently

acknowledged that the lack of consensus among the

parties poses “a serious challenge” to the interim

government’s ability to move forward. Despite 270

days of deliberation, the NCC remains deadlocked on

how to give the Charter binding legal force, with earlier

proposals for automatic constitutional incorporation or

parliamentary dissolution deemed unworkable. [The

Daily Star 4]

The dispute over the Charter has increasingly

intertwined with concerns about the upcoming

February 2026 national election. The BNP supports

holding the referendum simultaneously with the

election, arguing that a joint vote would save costs and

ensure continuity. Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman

warned that “growing public doubt” about whether the

election will be held on time risks making the transition

“more difficult.” He added that while the BNP has

cooperated with the interim government, “new

conditions are being added one after another,”

complicating the return to democratic order. [The Daily

Star 5]

BNP leaders have coupled that warning with a veiled

threat of mass mobilization, warning that the interim

government “might not survive” if the party decides to

take to the streets over the Charter dispute—an

implicit reminder of the BNP’s capacity to paralyze

national politics through coordinated protest. At the

same time, the party is working to consolidate its

political base and project itself as the guardian of

national stability. Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul

Islam Alamgir accused unnamed actors of attempting

to “create an anarchic situation” and announced a 10-

day nationwide campaign tied to National Revolution

and Solidarity Day from November 5 to 13. [The Daily

Star 6] [The Daily Star 7]

Jamaat leaders, meanwhile, have escalated their

rhetoric, accusing the interim government of bias

toward certain political parties. Nayeb-e-Ameer Syed

Abdullah Mohammad Taher warned that if the
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government “retreats from legalizing the July Charter,”

it would amount to a “betrayal of promises” made to

the nation. Speaking at a party event, Taher alleged

that the chief adviser had yielded to political pressure

during his recent trip to London, where, according to

Jamaat, he reached an “untimely and illegal

agreement” with one of the country’s major parties —

a veiled reference understood domestically to mean

the BNP, as Tarique Rahman resides in the UK. [The

Daily Star 8] [The Daily Star 9] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Meanwhile, the NCP has positioned itself as a reform-

first force, arguing that institutional changes must

precede any vote. South Coordinator Hasnat Abdullah

said that those trying to “pit the government against

the Charter” are attempting to delay the election, while

reiterating that completing the reform process is a

prerequisite for credible polls. The NCP, which plans to

field candidates in all 300 constituencies, continues to

differentiate itself from both the BNP and Jamaat,

accusing them of deepening polarization instead of

advancing institutional renewal. [The Daily Star 10]

[The Daily Star 11] [The Daily Star 12] [The Daily Star

13]

The divisions between the BNP, Jamaat, and NCP have

transformed what was intended as a shared reform

platform into a three-way contest for influence over

the country’s transition roadmap. For the BNP, the

Charter has become a procedural risk that could

weaken its parliamentary leverage; for Jamaat and its

Islamist allies, it is a vehicle for swift constitutional

change and political re-legitimation; and for the NCP, it

is a test of whether Bangladesh’s post-uprising

aspirations can translate into legally enforceable

reform.

Bangladesh: Student organization that led

2024 uprising resumes nationwide

activities

(lm) The Anti-Discrimination Student Movement, the

organization that spearheaded the 2024 uprising that

culminated in the ouster of longtime Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina, has lifted the suspension of all its

committees to “ensure the revolutionary

transformation” of the post-uprising transition,

according to a statement issued on November 2 by its

president, Rifat Rashid.

In the statement, Rashid said the group was “deeply

concerned” that the goals of the 2024 uprising had not

yet been fulfilled, accusing the interim government of

failing to provide adequate medical care, rehabilitation,
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and protection for victims and families of those killed

or injured during the unrest.

The group also condemned what it described as

“attacks on the families of martyrs and the injured,”

and criticized the lack of a judicial roadmap to

investigate the killings that accompanied the uprising,

which toppled Hasina after more than 15 years in

power.

To “complete the revolution” and realize the “abolition

of the fascist system,” Rashid announced that all

suspended organizational structures—at the

university, district, and local levels—would be

reactivated and restructured within 15 working days.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court continues

hearings on appeals seeking restoration

of caretaker government system

(lm) The Appellate Division of Bangladesh’s Supreme

Court continued hearings on October 29 on appeals

seeking to reinstate the caretaker government system,

which was abolished in 2011 by the Awami League

government of ousted ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

through the 15th Constitutional Amendment. The full

bench, headed by Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed, is

hearing multiple petitions challenging the earlier ruling

that had declared the 13th Amendment, which

originally introduced the system, unconstitutional.

Petitioners include representatives of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP)—the main opposition and

historical rival to the ousted Awami League—as well as

Jamaat-e-Islami, the largest Islamist party and a former

BNP ally, and several prominent citizens. They argue

that the caretaker mechanism—under which a neutral

interim government oversaw elections—is vital to

ensure electoral credibility and prevent state

interference.

The Attorney General’s Office is defending the 2011

verdict that scrapped the system, arguing it

undermined democratic continuity by placing

unelected officials in charge of the state.

The case has gained renewed political significance

ahead of the February 2026 national election, with

opposition parties maintaining that the current interim

administration led by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus

resembles the caretaker model but lacks direct

constitutional grounding.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-bh/


In December 2024, the High Court had already

declared the abolition of the caretaker system

unconstitutional, prompting the Supreme Court to take

up the appeals. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court holds full

bench meeting to review judicial

administration

(lm) Bangladesh’s Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed

convened a full-court meeting of all judges of the

Appellate and High Court Divisions of the Supreme

Court on November 4 to discuss judicial administration

and policy matters. The session was expected to cover

issues such as the transfer and promotion of judges in

the subordinate judiciary, updates on case

management, and preparation of the Supreme Court’s

2026 judicial calendar. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Exiled former Prime Minister

Hasina rejects war crimes charges

(lm) Bangladesh’s ousted former Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina, now living in self-imposed exile in India,

continues to face multiple legal challenges while

denouncing her exclusion from the country’s political

process. In written interviews with Reuters, AFP, and

The Independent published on October 30, Hasina

rejected calls to apologize for the deaths of more than

1,400 people during the July 2024 uprising, describing

the crimes against humanity charges against her as

politically motivated. She also accused the interim

government led by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus of

disenfranchising millions by banning her Awami

League party from participating in the February 2026

national election.

Hasina, who was removed from power following the

student-led uprising of July–August 2024, told

reporters she has “no intention of seeking asylum

elsewhere” and will remain in New Delhi. She denied

ordering lethal force against demonstrators, despite

reports by Bangladeshi media that she personally

authorized live ammunition during the protests, which

the United Nations described as Bangladesh’s worst

violence since the 1971 Liberation War.

The International Crimes Tribunal, Bangladesh’s

domestic war crimes court, is expected to issue a

verdict on November 13. Prosecutors have sought the

death penalty, alleging that Hasina bears command
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responsibility for killings and injuries during the unrest.

She has refused to appear before the tribunal or

appoint a legal defense team, calling the proceedings a

“kangaroo court” driven by vengeance. While she said

she “mourns every life lost,” she declined to issue a

formal apology, claiming the uprising was

“manipulated by rivals to remove her from power.”

Since May 2025, the Awami League and its affiliated

organizations have been barred from political activity

under an executive order and amendments to the anti-

terrorism law, which cited national security concerns

and ongoing investigations into alleged war crimes by

senior party figures. In July 2025, the Election

Commission suspended the Awami League’s Boat

symbol, widely seen as a sign that the party will be

excluded from next year’s ballot.

In her interviews, Hasina called the ban “unjust” and

“self-defeating,” warning that “millions of people

support the Awami League, so as things stand, they will

not vote.” Interim government officials, however,

dismissed her remarks, saying, “There is no Awami

League anymore.”

Several international rights groups—including Human

Rights Watch, CIVICUS, and the Committee to Protect

Journalists—have urged the interim government to lift

the ban, warning in a joint letter that restrictions on

political parties could undermine the restoration of

multi-party democracy. [Al Jazeera] [The Daily Star]

[Deutsche Welle]

The former premier also faces six corruption cases

filed by the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) in

January 2025 over alleged irregularities in land

allocations by the Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

(Rajuk)—Bangladesh’s capital development authority

responsible for urban planning and land management

in Dhaka—in the Purbachal New Town Project. The

cases name 47 individuals, including Hasina’s son

Sajeeb Wazed Joy, daughter Saima Wazed Putul, and

sister Sheikh Rehana.

According to court records, testimony in three of the

six cases is nearing completion at Dhaka Special Judge

Court-5, with 79 witnesses having testified so far. Once

cross-examinations of the investigating officers are

concluded, the witness stage will formally end. The

Dhaka courts issued arrest warrants for all accused in

July 2025 after repeated absences and ordered public

summonses through official gazettes. Hasina has not

appointed legal representation in any of the cases.

[Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-nl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-nr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ny/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-nj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-nt/


Bangladesh: Disputes over election laws

and symbols deepen political fault lines

before 2026 vote

(lm) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) has

intensified preparations for the country’s 13th national

parliamentary election, expected in February 2026,

even as political divisions deepen over electoral laws,

party registration, and the allocation of symbols.

At an inter-ministerial coordination meeting chaired by

Chief Election Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin on

October 31, representatives from 31 ministries and

state agencies—including Home Affairs, Finance, Law,

Information, and Public Administration—discussed

security, logistics, and resource management for the

polls. On the same day, the EC released updated draft

voter rolls showing 127.6 million registered voters,

including 64.76 million men, 62.85 million women, and

1,230 registered as third-gender voters—an increase of

about 1.3 million since September. The final list is due

to be published on November 18. [The Daily Star 1]

[The Daily Star 2]

On November 2, EC Senior Secretary Akhtar Ahmed

confirmed that the Commission is finalizing its review

of new political party registrations and expects to

publish an official list of approved parties within the

week. The update follows continued debate over

Article 20 of the Representation of the People Order

(RPO), which governs how parties and alliances

participate in elections. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The amended Article 20, approved by the Council of

Advisers under Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus on

October 23, stipulates that even when parties form

alliances, each must contest under its own election

symbol. The measure was designed to make party

identities clearer to voters but is now under

reconsideration after objections from the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP). The BNP, the historical

archrival and main opposition party to the Awami

League of ousted ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,

argued that the change would restrict coalition

campaigning and demanded the previous rule be

reinstated.

The possible reversal has drawn objections from

several other political groups. Among them is Jamaat-

e-Islami, Bangladesh’s largest Islamist party and a

former ally of the BNP, which warned that scrapping

the reform would destroy equal opportunities for all

parties. Jamaat Secretary General Mia Golam Porwar

called the move “shameful, undemocratic, and

politically motivated,” claiming it reflected a
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“gentlemen’s agreement” between a BNP leader and a

government adviser. [The Daily Star 3]

Similar criticism came from the National Citizen Party

(NCP), a student-led party that emerged from the 2024

protest movement which ended Hasina’s tenure; the

Khelafat Majlish, a conservative Islamist party active

since the late 1980s; and the Amar Bangladesh Party

(AB Party), a centrist reformist group founded in 2019

that often positions itself outside the country’s two

main political blocs of BNP and Awami League. [The

Daily Star 4]

The NCP is also contesting the EC’s decision to assign it

the “Shapla Koli” (water lily bud) as its election symbol.

The party says the full water lily, Bangladesh’s national

flower and a historic emblem of civic unity, would

better represent its reformist identity. EC officials

countered that the full water lily is not on the official

registry and that the October 29 gazette legally

introduced the modified symbol while suspending

others, including the “boat,” historically used by the

now-banned Awami League.

Despite the dispute, NCP Chief Coordinator Nasiruddin

Patwary said the party will field candidates in all 300

constituencies, vowing to “fight within the system”

despite what he called “arbitrary behavior” by the

Commission. [The Daily Star 5] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

In parallel, the EC announced that expatriate

Bangladeshis will be able to vote for the first time

through an IT-supported postal system, alongside

government officials on election duty and voters under

lawful custody. BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman

welcomed the reform, calling it “a respectful

recognition of the rights and contributions of

expatriate Bangladeshis,” and said around five million

citizens abroad could now take part in the polls.

[Dhaka Tribune 3] [Dhaka Tribune 4]

While no official polling data exist, political observers

note that expatriate Bangladeshis—many of whom

supported the 2024 protest movement that ended

Sheikh Hasina’s rule—are widely perceived to lean

toward opposition or reform-oriented parties,

particularly the BNP, whose acting chairman has

cultivated extensive diaspora networks during his 17

years in exile.

Bangladesh: Main opposition party

finalizes candidate list ahead of 2026

national election
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(lm) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), the

historical archrival of the ousted Awami League of

former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, has finalized a

list of 237 parliamentary candidates ahead of the

country’s 13th National Parliamentary Election,

expected to be held in February 2026. The

announcement marks the party’s formal return to

electoral politics after boycotting the 2024 polls.

The list was approved on November 3 at a meeting of

the party’s National Standing Committee, chaired

virtually from London by Acting Chairman Tarique

Rahman, and later announced by Secretary General

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir at the party chairperson’s

office in Dhaka.

The candidate list highlights the continued dominance

of the Zia family over the party’s leadership and

decision-making. Khaleda Zia, Bangladesh’s first female

head of government and the BNP’s founder, will

contest from Feni-1, Bogura-7, and Dinajpur-3 — all

long-time party strongholds. Her eldest son, Tarique

Rahman, who has led the party from exile in the United

Kingdom since 2008, will contest from Bogura-6, the

family’s ancestral constituency. Mirza Fakhrul Islam

Alamgir, the party’s secretary general and

parliamentary leader, will run in Thakurgaon-1.

In total, the BNP has reserved 63 constituencies for

alliance partners or pending nominations, while aiming

to balance continuity among veteran politicians with a

drive for renewal through new entrants. The list

includes 83 first-time candidates, among them Sanjida

Tuli, coordinator of Mayer Daak, a platform

representing families of victims of enforced

disappearance. Party officials say the inclusion of

younger figures is part of a broader effort to

rejuvenate the BNP’s image and appeal to first-time

voters.

Nine members of the party’s 12-member Standing

Committee and seven of its 19 vice-chairmen were

included among the nominees. However, several well-

known figures were excluded under the party’s new

internal rule preventing multiple nominations within

the same family. These include Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, a

senior joint secretary general and long-time aide to

Khaleda Zia; Rumeen Farhana, a barrister and former

lawmaker whose father, Hafez Ahmed, was a founding

figure of the party; and Afroza Abbas, a senior party

organizer and wife of Standing Committee member

Mirza Abbas, who himself received a nomination for

Dhaka-8. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Main Islamist party re-elects

chief for third consecutive term

(lm) Shafiqur Rahman has been re-elected as the

ameer (chief) of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami for the

2026–2028 term, marking his third consecutive

mandate as the party’s top leader. The results were

announced late on November 1, following a

nationwide internal vote held between October 9 and

October 25, according to the party’s statement.

Members known as rukon cast their votes through a

secret ballot, after which local committees counted

and verified the results. Shafiqur received the highest

number of votes among a three-member panel

selected earlier by the Central Majlish-e-Shura,

Jamaat’s highest policymaking body. Having led the

party since 2020, he previously served as ameer for the

2020–2022 and 2023–2025 terms. [The Daily Star]

His re-election takes place amid significant legal and

political shifts. Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, the

country’s largest Islamist political party and a long-time

ally of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), was

deregistered in 2018 after a High Court ruling barred it

from contesting elections. However, in June 2025, the

Supreme Court overturned that decision, and the

Election Commission of Bangladesh subsequently

reinstated Jamaat’s registration and its electoral

symbol, the “Scales (Daripalla),” through a gazette

notification in July 2025. With its registration restored,

Jamaat is now formally eligible to participate in the

February 2026 national election — its first opportunity

to contest a general poll in more than a decade.

Bangladesh: Talks begin on possible nine-

party ‘third force’ ahead of national

election

(lm) Several smaller political parties in Bangladesh are

holding early discussions on forming a nine-party

alliance that could serve as a “third force” outside the

influence of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) –

the main opposition and historical archrival to the

ousted Awami League – and Jamaat-e-Islami – the

largest Islamist party and a former BNP ally – ahead of

the February 2026 national election.

Talks are reportedly being led by the National Citizen

Party (NCP) — a youth-led party that emerged this

February in the aftermath of the 2024 uprising that

ousted the Awami League — together with the Gono

Odhikar Parishad, which originated from the 2018
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quota reform movement, the Amar Bangladesh Party

(AB Party), formed by reformist members of Jamaat,

and the Gonotontro Moncho, a coalition of six smaller

parties with leftist and centrist leanings.

Sources within the NCP confirmed that preliminary

discussions are underway but acknowledged internal

divisions over strategy. Some factions reportedly favor

positioning the alliance as independent of both BNP

and Jamaat, while others are in talks with those larger

blocs about possible seat-sharing arrangements.

Representatives of other parties expressed mixed

views on the proposal. Leaders from Gono Odhikar

Parishad criticized the NCP’s political maturity but said

talks continue, while the AB Party described the

initiative as “positive” and rooted in shared reformist

goals that surfaced during the National Consensus

Commission dialogues earlier this year.

If realized, the new coalition would unite smaller

reform-oriented and centrist groups seeking to

influence Bangladesh’s political transition outside the

established two-party rivalry. However, many of the

same parties remain simultaneously engaged in

discussions with the BNP, suggesting that the

boundaries between opposition alliances remain fluid

ahead of the polls. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government

dissolves Public Administration Affairs

Committee

(lm) The interim government has dissolved the Public

Administration Affairs Committee, which had advised

on the appointment, transfer, and disciplinary actions

of senior civil servants. A notification from the Cabinet

Division formally cancelled the six-member body that

had been formed on January 8 and restructured on

September 21. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government cancels

recognition of 128 falsely listed ‘July

Warriors’

(lm) Bangladesh’s Ministry of Liberation War Affairs has

revoked official recognition for 128 individuals

previously listed as “July Warriors”—a designation for

those killed or injured during the 2024 July mass

uprising that toppled the Awami League government.

The names were removed after investigations found

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ph/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-pk/


that several individuals had been enlisted using false

or misleading information. Some were found not to

have been injured in the uprising, while others

appeared multiple times across different official lists.

The government has categorized those injured during

the July Uprising into three benefit groups—A, B, and C

—depending on the severity of their injuries. Earlier

this year, on January 15, authorities published an

official gazette listing 834 individuals recognized as

martyrs of the uprising. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Growing calls for

independent media commission ahead of

national election

(lm) Journalists, editors, and media owners in

Bangladesh have renewed calls for the establishment

of an independent media commission to safeguard

press freedom and professional integrity ahead of the

February 2026 national election. At a discussion held in

Dhaka on October 31, participants described such a

commission as essential for ensuring transparency,

accountability, and independence across the country’s

media sector.

Recommendations from the earlier Media Reform

Commission proposed that all media outlets be

overseen by a unified and autonomous supervisory

body responsible for fiscal transparency, ethical

standards, licensing, and professional quality. Speakers

at the discussion criticized the government for

excluding these recommendations from recent legal

drafts and reform initiatives, saying the changes

weakened proposed journalist protection measures

and failed to reflect the reform commission’s intent.

Participants urged political parties to include a pledge

to form an independent media commission in their

election manifestos and warned that political

affiliations among journalist unions and corporate

influence over newsrooms continue to hinder

independent reporting. They also called for greater

transparency in media ownership and finances,

arguing that without structural safeguards, the

country’s media will remain vulnerable to political

pressure and economic dependency. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: New human rights law gives

commission mandate over enforced

disappearances
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(lm) Bangladesh’s Advisory Council, chaired by Chief

Adviser Muhammad Yunus, has approved the final

draft of the National Human Rights Commission

Ordinance 2025, which assigns the country’s National

Human Rights Commission (NHRC) responsibility for

investigating and preventing enforced disappearances

—dropping earlier plans to establish a separate

commission for such cases.

Under the ordinance, the NHRC’s mandate will extend

beyond constitutional rights to include standards set

out in international human rights instruments ratified

or recognized by Bangladesh. The revised commission

will consist of one chairperson and four full-time

members, appointed through a seven-member

selection committee chaired by a Supreme Court

judge. The law introduces public calls for nominations

and interview-based selections, mirroring procedures

used for judicial appointments.

The ordinance also strengthens the NHRC’s authority

to investigate alleged violations by law enforcement

and state agencies—a significant expansion of its

previous remit. A separate law on enforced

disappearances is expected to be finalized this week,

but the Yunus administration has decided that the

NHRC will serve as the primary national body

responsible for preventing such abuses, ensuring

remedies, and protecting victims. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Police clash with religious

school teachers in Dhaka, dozens injured

(lm) At least 50 teachers from Ebtedayee madrasas—

primary-level Islamic religious schools—were injured

on October 31 when police used water cannons and

sound grenades to disperse protesters in Dhaka. The

confrontation occurred after a procession attempted

to break through a police barricade near the

Secretariat, the administrative complex housing

Bangladesh’s key ministries, while marching from the

Jatiya Press Club, a common protest site in central

Dhaka, towards the Paltan area, a major political

gathering point.

The teachers were rallying around five demands,

including the nationalization of all Ebtedayee

madrasas, swift approval and publication of a gazette

for 1,089 institutions awaiting inclusion in the Monthly

Pay Order (MPO) system, the creation of pre-primary

posts comparable to those in state primary schools,

and the establishment of a separate directorate for

Ebtedayee institutions. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Report links widespread

corruption in power sector contracts to

era of ousted Awami League

(lm) A national review committee has found that

Bangladesh’s power sector expansion during the

Awami League government of ousted ex-Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina was shaped by entrenched

corruption and collusion between politically connected

businesses, senior bureaucrats, and officials in the

Prime Minister’s Office. The six-member panel

concluded that power purchase agreements (PPAs)

signed under the since-repealed Quick Enhancement of

Electricity and Energy Supply (Special Provisions) Act 2010

enabled “zero-risk” profits for investors through

capacity payment guarantees.

The confidential report identifies procedural

irregularities, including in the contract with India’s

Adani Power (Jharkhand) Limited, which was reportedly

drafted by the company itself and approved under

government instruction. The committee has urged the

Anti-Corruption Commission to investigate and

recommended renegotiating profit-heavy contracts.

Officials indicated that cancelling deals without legal

cause could trigger heavy compensation liabilities, but

corruption findings could justify termination. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: IMF warns of deepening

banking sector risks amid rising defaulted

loans and opaque reserve use

(lm) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has voiced

serious concern over the rapid rise of non-performing

loans (NPLs) and the opaque use of foreign reserves by

Bangladesh’s central bank, warning that the

combination poses “extreme risks” to the country’s

financial stability. During meetings in Dhaka on

October 30, IMF officials noted that defaulted loans

have surged by nearly BDT 4 trillion (USD 32.8 billion)

within a year, bringing the total to around BDT 6.67

trillion (USD 54.7 billion).

Despite earlier government pledges to reduce NPLs at

state-owned banks below 10 percent, the actual rate

now exceeds 40 percent, while private banks average

above 10 percent. The IMF’s delegation also

questioned the formation and management of the

Export Development Fund (EDF)—a foreign currency
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credit facility financed from the country’s reserves—

amid growing concerns that unchecked reserve use

could distort monetary policy and weaken foreign

exchange stability. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Political uncertainty and

energy crisis drive garment orders

abroad, industry leaders warn

(lm) Business leaders from Bangladesh’s garment and

textile sector have warned that political instability and

persistent energy shortages are prompting

international apparel brands to redirect work orders to

competing countries. Speaking at a seminar organized

by the Bangladesh Garment Buying House Association

(BGBA), senior representatives of key trade bodies—

including the Bangladesh Textile Mills Association

(BTMA), Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and

Exporters Association (BGMEA), and Bangladesh

Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association

(BKMEA)—said that both order inflows and

negotiations with global retailers have slowed sharply

in recent months.

BTMA President Showkat Aziz Russell described the

situation as “risky,” citing delays in power and gas

supply, with load-shedding lasting up to four hours a

day, as major causes of production delays. He also

criticized the interim administration for failing to

engage adequately with the sector, urging that

elections be held on schedule to restore business

confidence.

Industry leaders said that the textile and garment

sector—responsible for roughly 85 percent of

Bangladesh’s exports and representing a combined

investment of about USD 75 billion—has effectively

entered a phase of “crisis management.” They warned

that continued uncertainty could deepen supply chain

disruptions and accelerate the relocation of work

orders to regional competitors such as Vietnam and

Cambodia.

Some speakers also criticized recent labor regulation

changes, including a government decision to reduce

the threshold for forming trade unions in factories

from 50 percent to 20 percent of workers, calling it a

destabilizing move at a sensitive time for the export-

driven industry. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Army chief urges

modernization of artillery and air defense

forces

(lm) Bangladesh’s Army Chief General Waker-uz-Zaman

has urged the country’s artillery and air defense units

to modernize their training and operational doctrines

to address emerging security and technological

challenges. Speaking on October 31 at the annual

commanders’ conferences of the Regiment of Artillery

and the Army Air Defence Corps (AADFC) in

Chattogram, he emphasized the need for “modern,

adaptable readiness” and for integrating technological

advancement, research, and professional development

into defense planning.

Senior officers from the Army Training and Doctrine

Command and the National Defence College

participated in the meeting, signaling continued

emphasis on training standards and doctrine

development. The conference also marked the

appointments of Maj Gen Mohammad Nurul Anwar as

the new Colonel Commandant of the Regiment of

Artillery and Maj Gen Mohammad Abu Bakar Siddique

Khan as the first Colonel Commandant of the AADFC,

part of a broader leadership renewal within the army’s

technical branches. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Four senior police officers

promoted to deputy inspector general

(lm) Bangladesh’s Public Security Division under the

Ministry of Home Affairs has promoted four

superintendents of police (SPs) to the rank of deputy

inspector general (DIG). The promotions come amid a

broader reshuffle within Bangladesh’s internal security

and law enforcement agencies as authorities prepare

for the February 2026 national election. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Interim government

launches nationwide youth training

program in self-defense and shooting

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government will launch a

nationwide program on November 8 to train nearly

9,000 young people in martial arts and shooting, with

the stated goal of strengthening national morale and

reserve defense capacity.
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Youth and Sports Adviser Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain

said the initiative is intended to promote “mass

defense” and raise “morale” among youth. Speaking to

BBC Bangla, he explained that “considering

Bangladesh’s geographic and military position, mass

defense is our only option,” and that individuals

trained in basic protection and weapon handling “can

serve the country if given arms.”

Asif’s earlier reference to “firearm shooting” in a

Facebook post sparked debate, prompting a

clarification that live-bullet training will not be included

due to lack of approval, funding, and infrastructure. He

added that the program could be expanded later

“depending on national security needs.” Asif said that

training 20,000 youths annually would build a reserve

pool of about 200,000 trained individuals within a

decade. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: King appoints new heads of key

constitutional bodies

(lm) King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck has

appointed new post-holders to several of Bhutan’s key

constitutional institutions, including the Anti-

Corruption Commission (ACC), the Election

Commission of Bhutan (ECB), and the Royal Audit

Authority (RAA).

Under the new appointments, Pema Choden, formerly

serving as Foreign Secretary, has been named

Chairperson of the Anti-Corruption Commission,

succeeding Deki Pema, who has been appointed Chief

Election Commissioner. Jamtsho, previously a member

of the ACC, was appointed Auditor General of the Royal

Audit Authority.

Additionally, Jigme Thinley Namgyel, former Consul

General in Guwahati, India, and Sonam Pelden Thaye,

Director General at the Royal Civil Service Commission,

were appointed as Election Commissioners. Two

former ACC officials — A.K. Rinzin, reappointed for a

second term, and Gyeltshen, Director General at the

ACC — will continue as members of the Anti-

Corruption Commission. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Justice sector institutions commit

to major reform pledges

(lm) Eleven key institutions in Bhutan’s justice sector

have jointly committed to a series of reforms aimed at
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modernizing and improving access to justice. The

pledge ceremony took place on November 1 at the

Supreme Court in Thimphu, marking the 70th birth

anniversary of the Fourth King of Bhutan.

The participating institutions include the Bhutan

National Legal Institute, Royal Court of Justice, Jigme

Singye Wangchuck School of Law, Legal Aid Centre, Bar

Council of Bhutan, Office of the Attorney General, Anti-

Corruption Commission, Royal Bhutan Police, Bhutan

Alternative Dispute Resolution Centre, PEMA

Secretariat, and National Commission for Women and

Children.

The initiative sets out three main pledges. The first,

Justice Goes Digital, focuses on digitizing systems and

developing a Justice Data Integration Blueprint across

the sector. The second, Innovation for Justice, aims to

establish a JusTech and Innovation Centre to link law,

technology, and artificial intelligence. The third,

Learning for Integrity, will make continuing legal

education mandatory to strengthen ethics and

professionalism among legal practitioners.

These reforms are to be implemented by November

11, 2026, with regular reviews to assess progress.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Audit launched into failed tax

digitization project

(lm) Bhutan’s Royal Audit Authority (RAA) has

announced a special audit into the failed Bhutan

Integrated Tax System (BITS-1) project, which cost the

government BTN 119 million (USD 1.43 million) but

never became operational.

The audit follows a Parliament directive amid

questions over fiscal transparency and project

management. The Department of Revenue and

Customs (DRC) had outsourced the BITS-1 system to a

domestic technology development hub in Thimphu but

terminated the contract in April 2022 after years of

delays and non-delivery. Lawmakers have noted that

despite the significant public loss, no officials or

contractors have yet been held accountable.

The project’s collapse delayed Bhutan’s transition to a

digital tax administration system — a key prerequisite

for implementing the Goods and Services Tax (GST)

framework. The government has since commissioned a

new system (BITS-2) from a New Zealand-based

technology company at a cost exceeding BTN 1 billion
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(USD 12 million), with rollout planned for January 1,

2026. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government launches major

reforms to modernize workforce training

and rural livelihoods

(lm) Bhutan is advancing parallel reforms in education

and agriculture to align workforce development with

its broader economic transformation agenda under

the 13th Five-Year Plan. The Ministry of Education and

Skills Development has unveiled sweeping changes to

the Technical and Vocational Education and Training

(TVET) system, while the Ministry of Agriculture and

Livestock (MoAL) has launched a USD 34.7 million

World Bank–supported project to create jobs and

revitalize rural economies.

The TVET reform program aims to make vocational

training a mainstream and attractive career path by

modernizing curricula, infrastructure, and

management systems. The initiative includes

partnerships with Humber College (Canada), the

Institute of Technical Education (Singapore), and

Kasetsart University (Thailand) to build internationally

recognized programs in high-demand sectors such as

hydropower, construction, and automotive technology.

The government targets increasing the share of

workers with vocational certification to 20 percent by

2029 and 80 percent by 2033.

However, recent labor data reveal persistent

challenges: the number of employed individuals with

TVET qualifications fell from 61,700 in 2023 to 45,129 in

2024, while 3,770 graduates remain unemployed, and

gender pay gaps persist. The reforms therefore also

aim to strengthen quality assurance through the

Bhutan Qualifications and Professionals Certification

Authority and enhance pathways to employment

through competency-based training. [Kuensel 1]

In parallel, the RNR Jobs Project, launched by MoAL,

seeks to create 816 direct jobs and improve livelihoods

for around 42,000 people, 65 percent of them women,

over five years. The initiative focuses on value-chain

development across dairy, citrus, cardamom, potato,

and forest-based products, emphasizing climate-smart

technologies and partnerships between farmers and

private enterprises.

According to Agriculture Minister Younten Phuntsho,

the project represents one of Bhutan’s largest rural

sector investments under the 13th Plan and forms part

of the country’s goal of achieving high-income and
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carbon-neutral status. The project’s three components

—production enhancement, productive partnerships,

and institutional strengthening—reflect an integrated

approach to rural transformation. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Continuous rainfall delays

harvests and threatens rural livelihoods

(lm) Across Bhutan, continuous rainfall has severely

disrupted the paddy harvest season, leaving fields

waterlogged and threatening both crop quality and the

livelihoods of rural farmers.

The situation has affected key agricultural districts

such as Dagana, a largely agrarian district in

southwestern Bhutan known for its terraced paddy

fields and river valleys; Paro, a western district

recognized as one of Bhutan’s most fertile rice-growing

regions and home to the country’s only international

airport; Punakha, a central district that serves as

Bhutan’s traditional winter capital and a major rice

production hub due to its subtropical climate; and

Samtse, a southern district bordering India, known for

its warm climate and mixed agriculture. Many

communities in these areas depend almost entirely on

paddy cultivation for income and subsistence.

Farmers across the affected regions have linked the

worsening unpredictability of weather patterns to the

growing impacts of climate change. In the past, rainfall

followed a more consistent rhythm that allowed for

predictable planting and harvesting cycles. Now, erratic

rainfall and prolonged wet spells have disrupted these

agricultural traditions, raising fears that continued

extreme weather could undermine Bhutan’s paddy

cultivation and the livelihoods of the rural population

that depends on it. [Bhutan Today]

Bhutan: Government launches high-level

Tourism Mission Board to steer sector

reforms

(lm) Bhutan’s government will establish a Tourism

Mission Board, chaired by the Prime Minister, to

coordinate nationwide tourism reforms and address

structural weaknesses in the sector. The Board will

operate from December 2025 to December 2026,

holding monthly meetings to align economic, cultural,

environmental, and foreign policy objectives.
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The Board’s priorities include resolving hotel loan

distress, improving service quality, enhancing

infrastructure, and developing a data-driven approach

to tourism management. The government also plans to

review the Sustainable Development Fee (SDF) and

introduce targeted incentives to promote travel to

under-visited dzongkhags (districts), aiming to increase

annual tourist arrivals to 300,000, half of whom are

expected to be dollar-paying visitors. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: E-cigarette imports surge as

government moves to close regulatory

loopholes

(lm) Bhutan has reported a nearly 300-fold increase in

e-cigarette imports, rising from 994 units in 2022 to

288,939 in 2024, according to official trade data — a

trend authorities attribute to regulatory and fiscal

loopholes that kept vaping devices largely untaxed and

easily available.

Health Minister Tandin Wangchuk described the surge

as a “growing public health threat,” noting that vaping

has become increasingly popular among youth due to

low costs and the perception of safety. While

traditional tobacco products are taxed at 100 percent,

e-cigarettes currently face only a 5 percent sales tax

and 10 percent customs duty.

The government has begun revising the Tobacco

Control Rules and Regulations to explicitly include e-

cigarettes, vapes, and heated tobacco products,

alongside a broader review of the Tobacco Control Act

of 2021, which had not classified such products as

tobacco items. A new excise tax on vaping devices will

take effect in January 2026, aligning Bhutan with

international public health standards.

Health officials are also monitoring vaping-related

illnesses, particularly among adolescents, and have

reaffirmed a nationwide ban on advertising,

promotion, and sponsorship of tobacco and related

products. Unlike neighboring countries such as

Thailand and Singapore, which have implemented

outright bans, Bhutan has opted for a regulatory

approach combining taxation, legal reform, and

targeted enforcement. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government seeks USD 6.4

million for flood-damaged bridge and road

reconstruction
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(lm) The Royal Government of Bhutan has requested

BTN 533.5 million (USD 6.4 million) from the Ministry of

Finance through the Disaster Restoration Fund to

rebuild bridges and roads severely damaged by flash

floods on October 4–5.

The National Center for Hydrology and Meteorology

has warned that ongoing weather systems—including

residual effects from Cyclonic Storm Montha, a

depression over the Arabian Sea, and another Western

Disturbance—could bring heavy to very heavy rainfall

across southern and central Bhutan through early

November, further destabilizing saturated terrain.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Construction at flagship

infrastructure project shifts to 24-hour

operations

(lm) Construction at Gelephu International Airport, a

flagship infrastructure project in southern Bhutan, has

entered a 24-hour work schedule to accelerate

completion, signaling intensified efforts to meet next

year’s development milestones. The airport is a

cornerstone of Bhutan’s broader plan to transform

Gelephu into an economic hub and international

connectivity gateway under the King’s vision for a

southern economic corridor. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Authorities tighten SIM card

regulations and enable real-time account

freezing to curb digital scams

(lm) Bhutan has launched a multi-agency crackdown

on digital fraud, tightening SIM card regulations and

implementing real-time bank account freezing in

response to a surge in online scams, gambling, and

financial fraud.

According to the Royal Bhutan Police (RBP), 79 scam

cases have been recorded so far in 2025, compared to

156 in 2024, with financial losses exceeding BTN 26

million (USD 312,000). Of this, over BTN 11 million

(USD 132,000) has been recovered and returned to

victims.

The Ministry of Home Affairs is proposing legal

amendments to strengthen penalties against

cybercrimes, including pyramid schemes and online

gambling. [Kuensel]
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India: Tamil Nadu’s ruling party

challenges electoral roll revision in

Supreme Court

(lm) The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, Tamil Nadu’s

ruling party, filed a Writ petition in the Supreme Court

on November 4, challenging the constitutional validity

of the Election Commission’s (EC) Special Intensive

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. The party seeks to

quash the EC’s October 27 announcement setting the

SIR schedule in several states, citing concerns over

potential voter disenfranchisement.

The petition argues that the SIR violates Articles 14, 19,

21, 325, and 326 of the Indian Constitution, as well as

provisions of the Representation of the People Act,

1950, and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

DMK leaders contend that the process could arbitrarily

remove large numbers of eligible voters without due

process, undermining free and fair elections. They note

that a Special Summary Revision was already

completed on January 6, and electoral rolls have been

continuously updated, questioning the need for an

additional intensive revision.

The petition follows a multi-party meeting convened by

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin, in which 44

parties participated. The DMK claims the SIR model,

piloted in Bihar, previously resulted in the targeted

removal of voters, including minorities, and warns that

similar outcomes could occur in Tamil Nadu. The

matter is described in the petition as one of “grave

public significance,” directly affecting citizens’

fundamental rights and the integrity of the democratic

process. [The Indian Express]

India: Prominent opposition MP warns

dynastic politics threatens governance,

calls for merit-based reforms

(lm) A senior Indian National Congress (INC) Member

of Parliament has publicly criticized the pervasive

influence of political dynasties in India, highlighting the

Nehru-Gandhi family as a central example. The MP,

Shashi Tharoor, who represents Thiruvananthapuram

in Kerala and is a former UN under-secretary-general

and minister in India’s federal government, argued that

dynastic politics has “cemented the idea that political

leadership can be a birthright” and poses a “grave

threat to Indian democracy.”
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Tharoor’s column, published on October 31,

emphasized that family-dominated succession is

widespread across Indian politics. Beyond the INC —

historically led by the Nehru-Gandhi family, whose

members include India’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal

Nehru, Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi and Rajiv

Gandhi, and current opposition leaders Rahul Gandhi

and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra — regional parties such as

Shiv Sena, Samajwadi Party, Peoples Democratic Party,

and National Conference also practice dynastic

succession. A 2009 study cited by Tharoor found that

two-thirds of MPs under 45 had close family members

in politics, with 70 percent of female MPs coming from

political families.

Tharoor argued that reliance on lineage rather than

ability, commitment, or grassroots engagement

reduces governance quality and isolates leaders from

the needs of constituents. He called for structural

reforms to prioritize meritocracy, including legally

mandated term limits, meaningful internal party

elections, and voter education to ensure leadership is

chosen based on capability rather than family ties.

According to Tharoor, as long as Indian politics

remains dominated by dynastic families, the

democratic principle of government “of the people, by

the people, for the people” cannot be fully realized.

[The Indian Express] [Project Syndicate]

India: Central bank intensifies

intervention to defend national currency

near record low

(lm) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has stepped up its

defense of the rupee as the currency hovers near its

all-time low of INR 88.80 per USD, according to traders

and central bank data.

On November 3, state-run banks were seen selling

dollars on behalf of the RBI to keep the rupee from

breaching its September record, amid strong U.S.

dollar demand and persistent hedging by importers.

The rupee traded around INR 88.76 per USD, nearly

flat from the previous session, as regional currencies

weakened against a firm dollar index of 99.76 — its

highest in three months.

Latest figures show that in September, the RBI

expanded its short dollar forward positions by USD 6

billion, marking the first increase in six months and

signaling renewed intervention through forward and

futures markets. The central bank’s net short FX

forward position stood at USD 59.4 billion at the end of

September, reflecting ongoing dollar sales to stabilize
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the currency and ease liquidity pressure in the banking

system.

The rupee’s weakness has been driven by capital

outflows, higher gold imports, and concerns over U.S.

tariffs on Indian goods. Despite sustained intervention,

the currency has remained under pressure through

October, with economists expecting the RBI’s forward

exposure to expand further as it seeks to contain

volatility and maintain confidence in the exchange rate.

[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

India: October goods and services tax

revenue rises to USD 22.3 billion amid

festive demand

(lm) India’s gross goods and services tax (GST)

collections reached INR 1.96 trillion (USD 22.3 billion) in

October, marking a five percent year-on-year increase,

according to government data released on November

1. After accounting for refunds, the net tax intake

stood at INR 1.69 trillion (USD 19.2 billion), a slight 0.6

percent rise compared to the same month last year.

The higher revenue reflects strong consumer demand

during India’s festive season and improved

compliance, even as the government’s recent tax

reductions on hundreds of goods—including personal

care items and small cars—came into effect on

September 22. Officials noted that the full fiscal impact

of these tax cuts will be visible in subsequent months

due to the usual collection lag. [Reuters]

India: Space agency launches heaviest

satellite to strengthen communications

and advance space ambitions

India successfully launched its heaviest communication

satellite, CMS-03, on November 2, marking a new

milestone for the country’s space program. The 4,410-

kilogram satellite was carried into orbit by an LVM3-M5

rocket from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in

Sriharikota, in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh.

The Indian Navy said the satellite will help secure

communication links between ships, aircraft, and

submarines, indicating its use in defense

communications. The LVM3-M5 is an upgraded version

of the rocket that launched India’s unmanned lunar

craft in August 2023, which successfully landed on the

Moon. Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the
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launch, saying India’s space sector “continues to make

us proud,” and reaffirmed the government’s goal of

sending an Indian astronaut to the Moon by 2040.

India’s space program has expanded significantly in

recent years. In 2025, Indian Air Force test pilot

Shubhanshu Shukla became the second Indian to

travel to space and the first to reach the International

Space Station, though aboard a SpaceX rocket. India

plans to conduct its first crewed space mission in 2027.

ISRO stated that the LVM3-M5 launch vehicle

represents a key step toward greater self-reliance in

heavy-payload launches, a capability that previously

depended on European Space Agency rockets. [Arab

News] [Tagesschau, in German]

India: Maoist presence now limited to

three districts as government reports

progress

(lm) Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that India’s

Maoist (Naxal) insurgency has been reduced from 125

districts nationwide to just three over the past 11

years, signaling a significant contraction of the armed

movement. The government highlighted recent

surrenders by top Maoist leaders, including dozens of

militants in Bastar and Kanker districts in the state of

Chhattisgarh, who have reportedly renounced violence

and pledged to abide by the Indian Constitution.

The reduction in Maoist activity coincides with

increased development initiatives in previously

affected areas of Chhattisgarh. Villages such as

Chilkapalli in Bijapur district, Rekawaya in Narayanpur

district, and Puarti in Sukma district—which had lacked

electricity, schools, or other basic infrastructure for

decades—are now receiving upgrades in electricity,

education, and public services. The government

emphasizes expansion of healthcare, education, and

cultural programs in tribal regions.

The Prime Minister framed these developments as

evidence of improved security and governance in

historically conflict-affected zones, though

independent verification of long-term sustainability

and local impact remains limited. Analysts note that

while the operational footprint of Maoist groups has

shrunk, underlying socio-economic grievances in rural

and tribal areas continue to represent a potential

challenge to stability. [The Indian Express]
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India: Tri-service exercises test

operational readiness along key frontiers

(lm) India has launched simultaneous large-scale tri-

service military exercises this month to assess joint

capabilities and enhance readiness along critical

border regions.

In Arunachal Pradesh, the “Poorvi Prachand Prahar”

exercise is taking place in the high-altitude Mechuka

region. The drill focuses on interoperability between

Army, Navy, and Air Force units, testing command-and-

control structures, situational awareness, and

coordination of special forces, unmanned platforms,

precision systems, and networked operations centers

under realistic high-altitude conditions. Revised tactics

and procedures are being evaluated to improve

operational flexibility. This exercise continues the

series of multi-domain drills from previous years.

Along India’s western border with Pakistan, Exercise

Trishul is underway until November 13, involving

around 20,000 personnel. The drills test combined

offensive and defensive capabilities, including tanks,

helicopters, missile systems, fighter aircraft, drones,

and naval assets. Amphibious operations are also

included using the Navy’s Landing Platform Dock and

landing craft utilities. The exercises are designed to

evaluate force integration and operational

coordination in the desert and disputed Sir Creek

region.

Concurrently, the Indian Air Force will conduct phased

exercises in the North East through January 2026,

focusing on combat readiness along the borders with

China, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Bangladesh. The drills

encompass conventional and multi-domain operations,

including cyber, space, and information warfare. [The

Indian Express 1] [The Indian Express 2]

Maldives: Government implements

generational smoking ban and major civil

service pay hike

(lm) Three major government measures took effect in

the Maldives on November 1, marking a significant

policy milestone for President Mohamed Muizzu’s

administration. The changes include the launch of a

generational smoking ban, a broad public sector pay

increase, and the lifting of the long-standing ban on

gulper shark fishing.
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The generational smoking ban, introduced through

amendments to the Tobacco Control Act, prohibits

both the sale and consumption of tobacco products by

Maldivians born on or after January 1, 2007. The law

also restricts online and vending machine sales where

age cannot be verified. It builds on Muizzu’s broader

anti-tobacco campaign, which has already banned

vapes and e-cigarettes and doubled import taxes on

cigarettes. The Health Ministry and local media outlets

conducted a public awareness campaign leading up to

the law’s enforcement. [The Sun 1]

Simultaneously, the Finance Ministry implemented

long-awaited changes to civil servant pay structures,

expanding the national pay harmonization initiative to

include judicial, council, and remaining civil service

employees. The reform—first launched under former

President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih—aims to create a

unified and equitable salary system across public

institutions, with MVR 500 million (USD 32 million)

allocated in the current budget for the 2025 rollout. Job

matrices published by the ministry outline new pay

scales across key sectors such as education, health,

ICT, law, and administration. [The Sun 2]

The third policy is the partial lifting of the country’s 15-

year blanket ban on shark fishing. The government has

authorized a seasonal harvest of gulper sharks, a deep-

water species, under a strict licensing system that

allows up to 40 vessels to operate between December

and June each year. President Muizzu described the

move as a shift toward regulated, sustainable resource

management.

However, environmental groups have strongly

criticized the decision, warning that gulper sharks are

slow-reproducing and highly vulnerable to overfishing.

They argue that even a controlled reopening of the

fishery threatens to reverse years of marine

conservation progress in a nation previously

recognized as a global leader in shark protection. [The

Sun 3]

Maldives: Lawmaker elected as new head

of the Judicial Service Commission amid

ongoing controversy

(lm) Manadhoo MP Husnee Mubarik, a member of the

ruling People’s National Congress (PNC) and a trained

lawyer, has been appointed to the Judicial Service

Commission (JSC) and subsequently elected as its new

president, following a wave of high-profile resignations

and ongoing scrutiny over the commission’s

impartiality.
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Mubarik’s appointment by President Mohamed Muizzu

came after the abrupt resignation of Maafushi MP

Hussain Riza Adam, who had led the JSC since mid-

2024 but stepped down just two weeks ago without

explanation. His resignation followed that of High

Court Judge Mohamed Niyaz, the commission’s former

vice president. Niyaz has been replaced by Yazmeed

Mohamed, a presidential appointee.

Following his appointment, Mubarik received a

unanimous 58-vote endorsement in Parliament and

was sworn in by Supreme Court Justice Ali Rasheed

Hussain. He resigned as chair of Parliament’s Judiciary

Committee, where he was replaced by Holhudhoo MP

Abdul Sattar Mohamed, with bipartisan support from

both the ruling PNC and the opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP).

The leadership reshuffle comes amid growing

allegations of politicization within the JSC, which is

constitutionally mandated to oversee judicial

appointments and discipline. The commission has

faced criticism for a series of controversial decisions,

including the suspension of three Supreme Court

justices in February 2025 during a politically sensitive

case on constitutional amendments related to anti-

defection clauses. Two of the suspended justices, Dr.

Azmiralda Zahir and Mahaz Ali Zahir, were later

dismissed by Parliament, while Justice Husnu Al Suood

resigned in protest.

The JSC also drew backlash in July 2025 for

recommending Mohamed Shaheed, a senior PNC

activist, for appointment to the High Court over more

qualified candidates. Shaheed eventually withdrew his

candidacy amid public criticism. [The Sun 1] [The Sun

2]

Maldives: Lawmakers push to establish

new city council for reclaimed island

suburb amid decentralization debate

(lm) Lawmakers in the Maldives are calling for

Hulhumale—a reclaimed island suburb of the capital

Male—to be designated as a separate city with its own

council, citing its distinct administrative character,

population size, and governance needs. The initiative,

led by opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

parliamentarian Ahmed Shamheed, comes amid

renewed debate over local autonomy following an

Addu City referendum in which two constituencies

voted to secede from their city council.
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Shamheed announced plans to submit a parliamentary

motion seeking the creation of a new city council for

Hulhumale, arguing that the area differs from Male “in

both character and governance” and that the current

Male City Council—dominated by representatives from

the capital—may not adequately serve its residents. He

urged the government and Parliament to establish

Hulhumale as a separate constituency with its own

elected leadership.

The proposal has gained cross-party support, including

from Hulhumale North MP Hussain Shareef of the

ruling People’s National Congress (PNC), who said a

separate city designation would improve residents’

access to public services and government assistance.

Former MDP lawmaker Ali Niyaz, who chairs the party’s

decentralization committee, also backed the plan,

arguing that municipal services in Hulhumale would

remain inefficient without full administrative

separation.

Although Hulhumale falls under the jurisdiction of the

Male City Council, most municipal services—apart from

the cemetery—are managed by the state-owned

Housing Development Corporation (HDC). The

corporation has faced criticism from both ruling and

opposition figures for limited accountability and

fragmented service delivery.

Supporters of the proposal highlight that Hulhumale’s

population now exceeds 50,000, meeting the threshold

for city status under Maldivian law. President

Mohamed Muizzu and former Hulhumale councillor

Ibrahim Shujau have likewise previously called for

transferring local administrative powers from HDC to

an elected city council, framing the move as part of a

broader push for decentralization and community-

level governance reform. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2] [The

Sun 3]

Maldives: Ex-president Yameen

strengthens new party leadership and

praises India’s 1988 assistance amid

comeback push

(lm) Former Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen Abdul

Gayoom has consolidated control over his newly

formed People’s National Front (PNF) while

simultaneously drawing attention with remarks

acknowledging India’s assistance during the 1988 coup

attempt, a rare gesture from a politician long

associated with anti-Indian rhetoric.
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Yameen was elected unopposed as PNF president

during the party’s first national assembly on October

30, marking a decisive step in his political comeback

following his split from the ruling Progressive Party of

Maldives–People’s National Congress (PPM–PNC)

coalition. His former vice president Dr. Mohamed

Jameel Ahmed and his son Zain Abdulla Yameen were

chosen as vice presidents, while Mohamed Maleeh

Jamal and Ahmed Musthafa were appointed secretary

general and treasurer.

In his address to delegates, Yameen declared his

intention to contest the next presidential election,

asserting that ongoing legal proceedings would not

prevent his candidacy. He accused the current

administration under President Mohamed Muizzu of

exploiting his political image for electoral gain, claiming

his picture featured more prominently in the 2023

campaign than those of Muizzu or his deputy. [The Sun

1] [The Sun 2]

The PNF, officially registered in March 2024, was

founded shortly after Yameen resigned as coalition

leader less than a week into Muizzu’s presidency. Since

then, Yameen has held regular party meetings marked

by sharp criticism of the government, signaling his

determination to reassert political influence ahead of

the next national polls.

Days later, on November 3, Yameen posted a Victory

Day message honoring the Maldivian soldiers who

repelled the 1988 coup attempt—an assault by

Maldivian conspirators supported by armed

mercenaries from the Tamil group People’s Liberation

Organization of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) that left 19

citizens dead. He said the day commemorates both

national unity and India’s critical military assistance,

when Indian forces intervened to rescue hostages and

restore control.

The statement surprised observers given Yameen’s

earlier “India Out” campaign, through which he had

urged the withdrawal of Indian defense personnel and

promoted closer ties with China. [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Dismissals of senior customs

officials over cigarette smuggling spark

controversy and political scrutiny

(lm) The dismissal of two Deputy Commissioners of

Customs, Mahmood Riyaz and Abdulla Waheed, over

their alleged involvement in a cigarette smuggling case

linked to The Hawks Pvt Ltd, has triggered calls for

parliamentary review and allegations of political
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interference within Maldives’ law enforcement

institutions.

The case stems from the illegal import of 200 master

cartons of Manchester brand cigarettes aboard the oil

tanker MT Hawks Javaahiru, which arrived in the

Maldives in October 2024. The shipment was

reportedly offloaded at The Hawks boatyard jetty in

Thilafushi without customs clearance and later

vanished from a bonded warehouse. The company has

denied corporate involvement, claiming that rogue

employees misused its resources and that it is

cooperating with authorities.

Following an inquiry by Parliament’s National Security

Services Committee (241 Committee), both Riyaz and

Waheed were dismissed — a decision confirmed by

President Mohamed Muizzu as being in line with legal

procedure. However, the dismissals have drawn

criticism from within Parliament and Customs itself.

North Galolhu MP Mohamed Ibrahim (Kudu) formally

petitioned the legislature to reconsider Riyaz’s

removal, citing his 33 years of unblemished service and

describing the decision as unjust.

Waheed, in turn, denied any wrongdoing and accused

the 241 Committee of overstepping its authority,

arguing that his position was advisory rather than

enforcement-based. He maintained that the

Manchester and Chinese-brand cigarettes circulating in

the Maldives were undeclared imports not processed

through Customs, and accused MP Abdul Hannan

Abubakar, who heads Hawks, of exerting undue

political influence over the case. Waheed also claimed

that both he and Riyaz were targeted due to internal

resistance from Customs staff allegedly involved in

illicit operations.

Both officials have criticized what they see as

parliamentary interference in institutional processes,

urging that any allegations be handled by competent

oversight bodies such as the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC), National Integrity Commission

(NIC), and police. Meanwhile, the 241 Committee has

expanded its inquiry to include potential money

laundering and financial irregularities linked to The

Hawks, summoning senior government and security

officials for further testimony. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Government cancels USD 1.8

million media funding plan amid backlash

over favoritism concerns
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(ya) A government plan to distribute MVR 28 million

(USD 1.8 million) in public funds to private media

outlets has been cancelled following widespread

criticism over alleged political favoritism in the

allocation process. The initiative, announced under

President Mohamed Muizzu’s pledge to “empower

media and ensure financial independence,” faced

immediate backlash after details of the proposed

funding were made public. [The Sun 1]

According to local media reports, the largest recipients

included Sangu Media, which was set to receive MVR

5.1 million (USD 330,000) and is linked to Youth

Minister Ibrahim Waheed (Asward), and The Press,

which was to receive MVR 1.34 million (USD 87,000)

and is associated with State Minister Ali Shamaan.

Several leading outlets accused the government of

undermining transparency and fairness, warning that

the allocations appeared to favor politically connected

media companies. [The Sun 2]

Amid growing pressure, the Ministry of Youth

Empowerment, Information and Arts announced the

cancellation of the disbursement and reassigned

oversight of future funding to the Maldives Media and

Broadcasting Commission (MMBC), a new regulatory

body established under the revised media law. [The

Sun 3]

Maldives: Opposition party issues

ultimatum to government over stalled

housing projects

(lm) The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), the

country’s main opposition, has given the

administration of President Mohamed Muizzu until

November 17—the second anniversary of his

government—to meet six housing-related demands,

accusing the ruling coalition of failing to deliver on key

housing commitments.

The ultimatum was announced at an MDP rally in Male’

under the slogan “Where’s my flat, where’s my land?”,

reflecting public frustration over delays in the

allocation and construction of state housing.

Among its demands, the MDP called for the

government to postpone reclamation under the

Rasmale’ project until land reclamation progresses in

Hulhumale’ Phase III, Gulhifalhu, Giraavaru Falhu, and

Uthuru Thila Falhu. It also urged the administration to

hand over flats under the ‘Gedhoruveriya’ housing

scheme according to the list of recipients published by

the previous MDP government in 2023.
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The party further demanded that the government use

India’s line of credit to provide flats to the 9,763

remaining eligible applicants, and resume construction

of 7,000 previously contracted housing units.

Additional requests include converting lease

agreements for 4,000 flats developed by the state-

owned Fahi Dhiriulhun Corporation into purchase

agreements, removing down payments while

maintaining the original rental rates set by the MDP

government, and accelerating the evaluation of 40,594

applications for the second phase of the Gedhoruveriya

and Binveriya housing programs. [The Sun]

Maldives: Opposition seeks repeal of law

requiring police permits for protests

(lm) The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

has submitted a bill to repeal the Freedom of Assembly

Act, arguing that it violates the constitutional right to

peaceful assembly by requiring prior police permission

for protests. The proposal was scheduled for its first

reading in Parliament on November 4.

The Constitution of the Maldives guarantees citizens

the right to gather peacefully without prior

authorization. However, under the current Freedom of

Assembly Act—tightened by a 2016 amendment—

protest organizers must obtain written approval from

police for most public gatherings, and demonstrations

are restricted to specific areas designated by the Home

Ministry. These currently include Alimas Carnival, an

open-air event ground; Rasfannu, a public beach area;

and Usfasgandu, a waterfront zone used for rallies and

community gatherings, all located in the capital Male’.

The MDP argues that the law is redundant since the

Maldives Police Service’s responsibilities are already

defined under other legislation, and that the

restrictions imposed since 2016 undermine core

democratic freedoms. The move follows an October

statement by Attorney General Ahmed Usham, who

told Parliament that the government plans to revise

the Act but did not clarify whether the permit

requirement would be lifted.

The 2016 changes were introduced during former

President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom’s

administration amid political unrest, and have

remained one of the Maldives’ most contested limits

on civil liberties. The MDP’s repeal proposal comes just

weeks after clashes between police and protesters

during the party’s “Lootuvaifi” rally in Male’ on October

3, which reignited debate over the country’s

restrictions on public assembly. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Record 2026 budget draws

opposition criticism over debt burden,

execution gaps, and fiscal transparency

(ya) The Maldivian government has unveiled a record

MVR 64.2 billion (USD 4.17 billion) budget for 2026,

combining President Mohamed Muizzu’s social welfare

priorities with a drive to stabilize national debt and

rebuild fiscal reserves. Framed as a “health budget,”

the proposal emphasizes investment in regional

hospitals and healthcare infrastructure, alongside

continued focus on debt servicing and recurrent

expenditure. [The Sun 1]

Finance Minister Moosa Zameer told Parliament that

the fiscal plan aims to “save the Maldivian people from

the huge debt this administration inherited.” It includes

MVR 16.8 billion (USD 1.09 billion) in external loans,

MVR 4.6 billion (USD 298 million) and USD 300 million

in bilateral support, MVR 5 billion (USD 324 million) in

domestic borrowing, and MVR 4.2 billion (USD 272

million) drawn from the sovereign development fund

for debt repayment. [The Sun 2]

Expenditure is projected at MVR 49.2 billion (USD 3.19

billion), including MVR 39.9 billion (USD 2.59 billion) in

recurrent spending and MVR 9.3 billion (USD 603

million) in capital investment, while debt servicing will

reach MVR 12.9 billion (USD 836 million). The

government expects MVR 40.4 billion (USD 2.62 billion)

in revenue and grants, leaving a budget deficit of MVR

8.8 billion (USD 571 million), or 7.1 percent of GDP.

[The Sun 3]

Zameer attributed the government’s reserve forecast—

expected to reach USD 903.7 million—to the recovery

of tourism, expansion of infrastructure, and the

upcoming opening of Velana International Airport’s

new terminal. However, he acknowledged that much of

the borrowing is needed to meet repayments on

maturing sovereign bonds and sukuk issued under

previous administrations, underscoring persistent debt

pressures. [The Sun 4]

The Maldives’ public debt now stands at roughly 106

percent of GDP, with USD 100 million due in November

2025 and another USD 1.1 billion maturing by mid-

2026. Credit rating agencies Moody’s and Fitch have

downgraded the country’s ratings to CAA2 and CC,

respectively, citing default risks and limited fiscal

capacity. Analysts note that while India’s continuing

financial support provides short-term relief, the

budget’s heavy dependence on borrowing and external
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assistance underscores the structural fragility of the

Maldivian economy.

The budget also extends the public-sector pay

harmonization initiative, granting salary increases to

remaining civil servants, judicial staff, and local council

employees. The Judicial Service Commission (JSC) is

allocated a record MVR 807.9 million (USD 52.4

million), praised by the Supreme Court as

strengthening institutional independence. [The Sun 5]

[The Sun 6]

Despite its focus on healthcare and fiscal recovery, the

budget continues to be dominated by recurrent

expenditure—driven largely by wage adjustments and

allowances—which analysts cited as limiting fiscal

space for new investment and reinforcing reliance on

external borrowing. Transparency concerns persist, as

the Ministry of Finance has yet to disclose full details of

unpaid contractor arrears. [The Sun 7]

Opposition leaders from the Maldivian Democratic

Party (MDP) have criticized the budget as overly

ambitious but lacking in execution clarity. MDP

president Abdulla Shahid called it “detached from

social reality,” arguing that citizens face stagnant

business conditions and rising costs. Former president

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih questioned how development

projects would be implemented, describing the plan as

lacking detailed planning and oversight. [The Sun 8]

[The Sun 9]

Maldives: India remains top aid partner as

record 2026 budget slashes foreign grant

expectations

(lm) The Maldivian government’s 2026 budget projects

India to remain the country’s largest source of foreign

aid, even as overall foreign grant expectations were

drastically reduced following a shortfall in aid receipts

this year.

The government now expects to receive just MVR 374

million (USD 24.3 million) in foreign grants in 2026—

barely 14 percent of the MVR 2.6 billion (USD 169

million) projected for 2025, of which less than 15

percent actually materialized. The sharp reduction

follows warnings by the World Bank that the country’s

worsening debt position is limiting access to new

foreign assistance.

According to the 2026 budget breakdown, India is

expected to contribute MVR 73.6 million (USD 4.8

million)—about 20 percent of total foreign aid and 86
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percent of all bilateral grants—reinforcing its role as

Maldives’ primary development partner. Other

expected contributors include the United Arab

Emirates (MVR 5 million / USD 324,000) and Japan (MVR

3.9 million / USD 254,000), while no grant funding is

projected from China, despite President Mohamed

Muizzu’s emphasis on strengthening bilateral ties with

Beijing. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: State utility ordered to repay

debt as state trading firm reports profit

amid fiscal strain

(ya/lm) The Civil Court of the Maldives has ordered the

state-owned Fenaka Corporation to pay nearly MVR 9.9

million (USD 640,000) to a supplier within one month,

adding to the company’s mounting financial troubles

as the government faces growing fiscal pressures.

Fenaka, which provides electricity, water, and

sewerage services to most inhabited islands, has faced

a series of lawsuits over unpaid debts alongside

allegations of corruption and mismanagement.

The court ruling marks Fenaka’s second financial

judgment within a week, underscoring the utility’s

deepening liquidity crisis. The company has

accumulated substantial arrears to contractors and

vendors after years of operational inefficiency and

politically driven expansion, drawing public criticism

over its governance and accountability. [The Sun 1]

In contrast, another major state-owned enterprise, the

State Trading Organisation (STO), reported stronger

financial performance for the third quarter of 2025,

with revenue of MVR 3.8 billion (USD 247 million) and a

net profit of MVR 186 million (USD 12 million)—an

eight percent quarterly increase attributed to higher

fuel sales and tighter cost controls. STO achieved a

gross profit of MVR 604 million (USD 39 million) while

cutting operating expenses to MVR 358 million (USD 23

million).

The government’s emphasis on improving the

performance of state-owned enterprises comes as

Malé prepares to manage record debt repayments of

about USD 1.1 billion in 2026, part of a MVR 64.2 billion

(USD 4.17 billion) national budget. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Government expands defense

modernization with new air station and

military reforms
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(lm) The Maldives has taken another step in expanding

its defense capabilities as President Mohamed Muizzu

issued a decree on November 3 establishing the first

air station of the Maldives National Defense Force

(MNDF) Air Corps, while Defense Minister Mohamed

Ghassan Maumoon declared that the current

administration has ended 15 years of neglect in the

defense sector.

According to the President’s Office, the new air station

—created under the Constitution and the Armed

Forces Act—will support airspace surveillance and

monitoring of the country’s Exclusive Economic Zone

(EEZ) and other Air Corps operations. The decree

mandates round-the-clock surveillance over Maldivian

airspace to strengthen national security. [The Sun 1]

The MNDF Air Corps itself was founded in March 2024,

when the government introduced Bayraktar TB2

drones from Türkiye capable of long-endurance

reconnaissance and precision operations.

At the Victory Day ceremony on November 3,

commemorating the 1988 coup attempt, Minister

Ghassan said President Muizzu had drawn a “red line”

to uphold sovereignty and launch a comprehensive

defense modernization strategy. He cited recent

measures such as allowances for families of fallen

soldiers, expanded military training, and new marine

and coastguard vessels as evidence of progress. [The

Sun 2]

Nepal: Government, political parties, and

Gen Z reach consensus on March 2026

elections

(lm) Nepal’s interim government, led by Prime Minister

Sushila Karki, has achieved a broad political consensus

to hold snap parliamentary elections on March 5, 2026,

marking a breakthrough in efforts to stabilize the

country following the Gen Z uprising that toppled the

previous government of former Prime Minister K. P.

Sharma Oli.

The agreement emerged from the first tripartite

dialogue between the government, political parties,

and Gen Z representatives, who led the September

protests demanding accountability and reform. Seven

of the country’s eight major political parties endorsed

the March election date, with only Oli’s Communist

Party of Nepal–Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML)

maintaining its call to reinstate the dissolved

parliament.
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Gen Z leaders supported holding elections under the

current constitutional framework but pressed for

stronger anti-corruption and good governance

measures to restore credibility to the political system.

[The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

In parallel, the government has scheduled National

Assembly elections for January 25, 2026, to fill 18

expiring seats in the upper house, ensuring continuity

in legislative functions while the lower house remains

dissolved. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

The Election Commission of Nepal reports that more

than 90 percent of election materials are already

prepared and that arrangements are underway for a

single-phase vote in March. The commission has also

invited domestic and international observers to

register by November 12, with expectations of greater

observer participation than in 2022 as Nepal seeks to

restore international confidence in its democratic

process. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

The Karki administration is also exploring voting rights

for the Nepali diaspora. The Policy Research Institute

has been tasked with drafting a feasibility report within

three weeks, although officials have acknowledged that

overseas voting will not be possible in March 2026 due

to time and logistical constraints. [The Kathmandu Post

5]

Alongside national preparations, Karki has worked to

rebuild trust between the federal and provincial

governments. At a meeting with all seven chief

ministers, she reaffirmed her commitment to

federalism, cooperation, and coexistence between

levels of government. The discussion followed

controversy over the finance ministry’s decision to

freeze NPR 120 billion (USD 875 million) in small-scale

development projects under austerity measures. Karki

instructed the finance minister to review the cuts,

assuring provincial leaders that future decisions would

respect their constitutional authority. [The Kathmandu

Post 6]

Karki also met Nepali Congress general secretaries

Gagan Thapa and Bishwa Prakash Sharma, who

confirmed their party’s participation in the elections

and urged the government to engage the CPN-UML

and youth movements in the process. [The Kathmandu

Post 7]

Nepal: Supreme Court declines interim

order on petitions challenging
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government formation and parliament

dissolution

(lm) In what marks the first judicial response to one of

the most consequential constitutional challenges in

Nepal’s current political transition, the Constitutional

Bench of the Supreme Court has declined to issue an

interim order on petitions challenging both the

appointment of Prime Minister Sushila Karki and the

dissolution of the House of Representatives, opting

instead to seek a formal written response from the

government within seven days.

The bench heard the case for the first time on October

29. The petitioners had requested an interim

injunction to prevent the Karki administration from

performing its duties, arguing that the prime minister’s

appointment and the dissolution of parliament

violated constitutional provisions. The court, however,

determined that such an injunction was not warranted

at this stage.

The case follows the resignation of former prime

minister K.P. Sharma Oli on September 9, shortly after

the Gen Z-led protests. In the aftermath, President

Ramchandra Paudel appointed Sushila Karki as prime

minister on September 12 to head an interim

government, citing “special circumstances” after the

youth uprising.

While the Constitution of Nepal stipulates that only a

sitting member of the House of Representatives may

serve as prime minister, President Paudel invoked

exceptional authority, as parliament had already been

dissolved. Acting on Karki’s subsequent

recommendation, the president then formally

dissolved the lower house and scheduled new

elections for March 5, 2026. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court declines to suspend

travel ban and passport freeze of former

leaders

(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court has refused to issue an

interim order against the government’s decision to

freeze the passports and restrict the movement of

former prime minister KP Sharma Oli, former home

minister Ramesh Lekhak, and several senior officials

accused of involvement in the violent suppression of

the September Gen Z protests.

A single bench on October 31 instead issued a show

cause order, directing the government to explain
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within 15 days the legal basis for restricting the

individuals’ travel. The writ petition argued that

requiring the former leaders to obtain permission to

move from one place to another violated constitutional

guarantees of personal freedom.

The government’s order—based on recommendations

from the Gauri Bahadur Karki–led inquiry commission

investigating the September 8–9 protests—bars the

five accused from leaving the Kathmandu Valley and

suspends their passports to prevent interference in the

ongoing probe. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government defies Supreme Court

order by recalling 11 ambassadors

(lm) Nepal’s caretaker government has moved ahead

with the recall of 11 ambassadors appointed by the

previous administration, despite a Supreme Court

interim order suspending the decision and warning

that it could harm diplomatic relations.

On November 3, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent

letters instructing the envoys to return to Kathmandu

by November 6, directly contradicting the court’s

ruling. The order had been issued a day earlier in

response to a petition arguing that the caretaker

administration of Prime Minister Sushila Karki, which

was appointed only to conduct elections by March 5,

lacks the constitutional authority to make such long-

term diplomatic changes.

The Supreme Court emphasized that recalling

ambassadors could undermine relations with host

countries and exceed the government’s limited

mandate. However, Prime Minister Karki—who also

oversees the foreign ministry—defended the move,

claiming that several envoys appointed by former

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli had underperformed,

engaged in questionable conduct, or misrepresented

the current government abroad.

Officials said the decision was maintained because

most embassies had already informed host

governments of the recalls, making it politically and

diplomatically difficult for the ambassadors to remain

in place. They also argued that conflicting past court

verdicts created legal ambiguity.

The recalled envoys include those stationed in China,

Germany, Israel, Malaysia, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia,

Spain, the United Kingdom, the United States, and

Japan. Six others appointed by the Oli government will

remain to maintain ethnic and gender balance and
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ensure continuity in key postings, including India. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Controversy grows over

Kathmandu mayor’s confrontational

politics and lack of accountability

(lm) Kathmandu Mayor Balendra Shah, a former

rapper who rose to prominence as an independent

candidate in 2022, is facing mounting criticism for his

repeated use of inflammatory language and his

perceived disregard for political accountability. His

most recent controversy followed a midnight Facebook

post laden with profanity, in which he mentioned

China, India, the United States, and Nepal’s main

political parties in a sweeping denunciation. Though

deleted within minutes, the post sparked widespread

backlash.

Shah, who played a key role in rallying youth groups

during the Gen Z movement and in promoting Sushila

Karki’s appointment as interim prime minister, has

been accused of adopting a populist and

confrontational approach rather than constructive

political dialogue. Despite his influence—he remains in

frequent contact with the prime minister—critics say

his rhetoric and social media behavior undermine

institutional credibility and democratic norms.

Observers argue that Shah has benefited from social

media-driven legitimacy rather than formal

accountability. Academics and civil society figures warn

that his actions risk normalizing emotional populism

over evidence-based leadership. Some link his earlier

threat to “set fire to Singha Durbar”—Nepal’s central

administrative complex—to the later September 9

arson, though direct involvement has not been

established.

Foreign policy experts condemned Shah’s recent

remarks about Nepal’s “foreign friends” as

irresponsible, urging the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to

seek clarification. Education Minister Mahabir Pun

indirectly criticized Shah, suggesting that some

“promising leaders” might be posting online “under the

influence.”

Despite the backlash, Shah has shown no remorse,

and attempts by journalists to obtain comment from

his advisers have failed. Critics now question whether

the mayor, once seen as a symbol of youth-driven

reform, has become an unaccountable power broker

whose populism threatens both political integrity and

institutional credibility. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Madhesh Province chief minister

to face confidence vote on November 8

(lm) Madhesh Province Chief Minister Jitendra Prasad

Sonal, a member of the Loktantrik Samajbadi Party

(LSP), will seek a vote of confidence in the provincial

assembly on November 8. The confidence vote will be

followed by a cabinet expansion, pending successful

passage.

Sonal was appointed with the backing of 56 provincial

assembly members from five parties, surpassing the

53 votes required for a majority in the 107-member

assembly, which currently has three members

suspended. Coalition leaders said they are also seeking

support from the Nepali Congress and the Communist

Party of Nepal–Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) —

the two main parties that led the federal government

of former Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli, which

resigned in early September following mass youth-led

protests.

Both the CPN-UML, the largest party in the provincial

assembly, and the Nepali Congress have so far

indicated they intend to remain in opposition. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Largest non-communist party

remains split over timing of general

convention ahead of 2026 polls

(lm) Nepal’s Nepali Congress (NC)—the country’s

largest non-communist party and main partner in the

previous coalition government led by former Prime

Minister K. P. Sharma Oli—remains sharply divided

over when to hold its 15th general convention as the

March 2026 parliamentary elections approach.

The rift has split the party into two camps. The

reformist faction, led by General Secretaries Gagan

Thapa and Bishwa Prakash Sharma alongside senior

leader Shekhar Koirala, is pressing to convene the

convention by mid-December, before the elections,

arguing that leadership renewal is essential to regain

credibility after the Gen Z protests of September. Over

half of the party’s elected representatives have

reportedly signed a petition demanding an early or

special convention if the regular one cannot be held in

time.
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The establishment faction, led by Acting President

Purna Bahadur Khadka, who currently heads the party

in place of Sher Bahadur Deuba, a five-time former

prime minister and long-time party leader, seeks to

postpone the convention until after the elections.

Khadka and his allies argue that holding it beforehand

would disrupt campaign preparations, citing party

statutes that allow a one-year extension of leadership

mandates. They have proposed holding the event in

April or May 2026, following the vote.

Recent meetings of the Central Working Committee

have failed to produce consensus. The latest

discussions compared two competing timelines—

Sharma’s proposal for December 31 to January 3 and

the establishment camp’s proposal for May 11 to 13.

Seeking compromise, Sharma has suggested referring

the issue to the Mahasamiti, the NC’s 1,780-member

policy-making body, for digital consultation to identify

a middle ground.

Sharma emphasized that disagreement does not signal

division, describing internal debate as part of the

party’s democratic tradition. “Any political party faces

problems when ego rather than issues becomes

prominent,” he said, urging unity ahead of the polls.

The Nepali Congress last held its general convention in

December 2021, and the mandates of its elected

bodies expire in mid-December 2025. Without

consensus on the timing, the ongoing standoff

continues to delay electoral preparations, leaving open

the question of whether the party will enter the 2026

elections under its current leadership or a newly

elected one. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu

Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Leftist, Maoist-led reunification

gains momentum after Gen Z uprising,

but doubts persist

(lm) Nepal’s fragmented left has entered a new phase

of consolidation following the Gen Z uprising, which

reshaped the political landscape and forced the

resignation of former Prime Minister K. P. Sharma Oli

of the Communist Party of Nepal–Unified Marxist

Leninist (CPN-UML).

In response, the CPN (Maoist Centre)—a major party

that emerged from the 1996–2006 Maoist insurgency—

and the CPN (Unified Socialist), a breakaway faction

formed in 2021 by former CPN-UML leaders opposing

Oli’s centralized leadership, have agreed in principle to

merge under the banner of the Nepal Communist
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Party (Socialist). The unified bloc is expected to be

officially launched at a National Unity Conference on

November 5, with Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Nepal’s three-

time prime minister and former Maoist commander,

serving as coordinator, and Madhav Kumar Nepal, a

former prime minister who split from the CPN-UML in

2021, as co-coordinator. Preparations are underway

for a 1,000-member central committee and a joint

manifesto outlining the party’s agenda. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

The initiative follows a November 2 agreement in

Kathmandu between the Maoist Centre, the Unified

Socialist, and seven smaller leftist parties. A day later,

Gopal Kirati’s Deshbhakt Samajbadi Morcha (Patriotic

Socialist Front)—which split from the Maoists in 2017—

also rejoined the Maoist fold under a three-point deal

focused on ideological renewal, grassroots

mobilization, and uniting revolutionary forces to

challenge entrenched bureaucratic and capitalist

structures.

Despite the push for unity, divisions persist. Senior

Unified Socialist figures Jhalanath Khanal and

Ghanashyam Bhusal have rejected the merger plan,

advocating either a return to the CPN-UML or the

creation of a new leftist alternative. Within the Maoist

Centre, leaders such as Janardan Sharma have

expressed concern about rushing the process or

compromising on the party’s ideological legacy. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Political analysts remain skeptical about the alliance’s

effectiveness, pointing to the absence of major leaders,

weak organizational structures, and the lack of a clear

strategy to address public grievances voiced during the

Gen Z movement. Observers note that the new party’s

success will depend on its ability to reconnect with

disillusioned voters, particularly the younger

generation, and to offer a coherent program beyond

unifying old factions under familiar leadership. [The

Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Reformist party launches talks to

unite ‘alternative forces’ ahead of

elections

(lm) The Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) — a political

party that emerged from the 2022 parliamentary

elections as the fourth-largest force in the dissolved

House of Representatives — has launched broad

political talks aimed at building an electoral alliance

among new and alternative political groups, including

factions linked to the Gen Z movement that toppled
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former prime minister K.P. Sharma Oli’s coalition in

September.

The two-day dialogue seeks to foster cooperation

among youth-led movements, civic activists,

technocrats, and independent figures before the

March 2026 elections. The initiative is being

coordinated by RSP Vice President Swarnim Wagle and

General Secretary Kabindra Burlakoti, with the goal of

developing a common platform centered on

democratic renewal and accountability.

Discussions reportedly include Energy Minister Kulman

Ghising, a former head of the Nepal Electricity

Authority, and Kathmandu Mayor Balendra Shah, both

seen as technocratic and youth-aligned figures. Party

sources said the RSP has maintained contact with

Ghising since his removal from the electricity authority

earlier this year, viewing him as a potential asset to

broaden its appeal.

While the party has denied reports that Ghising would

be offered leadership, internal debate continues as its

founding president Rabi Lamichhane remains in

judicial custody over alleged financial misconduct.

The dialogue also includes outreach to Gen Z protest

leaders and Shah’s political network to explore a joint

electoral platform. Although no agreement has yet

been reached, observers note that a consolidated front

of emerging parties and civic movements could

reshape Nepal’s political contest — long dominated by

the Nepali Congress and the Communist Party of

Nepal–Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) — in the

run-up to the March 2026 polls. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Passport shortage expected after

December as government seeks stopgap

solution

(lm) Nepal is facing an imminent passport shortage

after December 2025, with current stocks projected to

run out months before a new five-year supply contract

with two German security printing firms takes effect in

March 2026. Officials say the shortage has been

worsened by surging applications following the

September anti-corruption protests, which destroyed

several district offices, forcing applicants to queue in

Kathmandu.

A previous supplier, which held the contract for 15

years, has offered to provide 300,000 passports under

a short-term arrangement but at a significantly higher

rate of USD 15.51 per copy, compared to the earlier
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USD 10.13, prompting officials to reject the proposal

on grounds of cost and procurement law. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Dalit activist and former minister-

designate appears before court over

social media abuse case

(lm) Khagendra Sunar, a prominent Dalit rights activist

who had been recommended for appointment as labor

minister in Prime Minister Sushila Karki’s interim

cabinet, appeared before the Kavrepalanchok District

Court on October 30 to record his statement in a case

filed under Nepal’s Electronic Transactions Act.

The case concerns allegations that Sunar used abusive

language on social media. The court had issued an

arrest warrant on July 21, authorizing police in Dailekh

District to detain him. Sunar had been absconding

since the warrant was issued. He appeared in court

accompanied by his legal representatives, and a

detention hearing is expected after his statement is

completed.

He also faces a separate arrest warrant in Surkhet

District related to allegations of vandalizing a health

facility and assaulting health workers.

Following public reports about his pending cases,

Prime Minister Karki’s office dropped his name from

the list of ministerial appointments, which had

originally included him as the proposed labor minister.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government moves to establish

long-delayed transitional justice fund to

support civil war victims

(lm) Nepal’s interim government is finalizing the

creation of a long-delayed fund to support victims of

the country’s decade-long civil conflict, more than a

year after Parliament amended the Enforced

Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation

Commission Act to strengthen the transitional justice

process. The Cabinet is expected to endorse the

regulation governing the fund in its next meeting,

paving the way for its formal establishment.

The fund—mandated under Clause 23A of the

amended Act—will be used exclusively for victims’

welfare, including interim relief, medical treatment,
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and reparations. It cannot be spent on administrative

costs. The Pushpa Kamal Dahal government had

allocated NPR 1 billion (USD 7.3 million) to the fund in

the fiscal year 2024–25, but the amount was frozen

due to the absence of the necessary regulation. The

same sum has been earmarked again in the current

national budget and will be transferred once the fund

is formally created.

The law envisions contributions not only from the

federal, provincial, and local governments, but also

from former conflict parties, Nepali citizens, civil

society groups, and international donors. According to

officials, a European government has already

expressed readiness to contribute approximately NPR

2 billion (USD 14.6 million) before the end of its fiscal

year in December.

Last year, the ministry estimated that Nepal would

require at least NPR 40 billion (USD 292 million) to

conclude the peace process and fulfill reparations for

victims of the 1996–2006 insurgency. The government

has urged bilateral and multilateral partners, as well as

the United Nations Resident Coordinator’s Office, to

contribute to the fund. So far, only the Swiss Embassy

has made a monetary commitment, while others have

offered technical or logistical support.

Officials from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

(TRC), which has received nearly 80,000 complaints,

and the Commission of Investigation on Enforced

Disappeared Persons (CIEDP), which has around 2,500

cases, said the fund’s creation could help rebuild public

trust in Nepal’s long-stalled transitional justice process.

The two commissions, reconstituted six months ago,

have yet to begin formal investigations, despite having

only three and a half years left under the four-year

legal timeframe to complete their mandates.

A seven-member governing committee led by the

minister for law, justice and parliamentary affairs,

including two representatives of conflict victims, will

decide how the fund is used once established. TRC

officials said that once operational, the fund would

allow the commissions to begin delivering immediate

assistance—particularly healthcare support—to victims

still waiting for justice two decades after the conflict’s

end. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government declares 45 killed in

Gen Z protests as martyrs

(lm) Nepal’s interim government has formally

recognized 45 people killed during the Gen Z
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movement in September as martyrs, following a

Cabinet decision on November 3. The move marks the

first official acknowledgment of those who died in the

youth-led uprising.

The designation applies to demonstrators who died in

protests held on September 8 and 9, when thousands

of mostly young citizens took to the streets demanding

good governance, anti-corruption measures, and the

lifting of social media restrictions. Security forces

opened fire on unarmed protesters outside the federal

parliament in New Baneshwar, resulting in more than

a dozen deaths on the first day alone.

The recognition was based on findings by a Ministry of

Home Affairs committee working with security

agencies and local administration offices. The

government said investigations are ongoing to

determine whether additional individuals will be

granted martyr status.

A total of 76 people, including 22 protesters, three

police officers, and ten prisoners, were reported dead

during and after the demonstrations. However, the

Nepali Army previously stated that 41 deaths remain

unclassified under an “others” category, suggesting

they may have resulted from fires, arson, or looting

during the unrest. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Municipal services halted as local

workers protest over three years of

unpaid wages

Public services in a municipality in southern Nepal

have been shut down for several days after around

170 daily wage workers locked the main municipal

office and all ward branches in protest over three

years of unpaid salaries. The shutdown has brought all

administrative services in the municipality to a

standstill.

The municipality’s chief administrative officer said he

had begun the process for releasing the salaries but

that technical issues had caused delays. He has since

left the district as the protest intensified. The mayor

has publicly supported the workers’ demand for

payment and stated that he is personally working to

resolve the issue and reopen the offices. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Nationwide inquiry launched as

courts and institutions struggle to recover

from Gen Z unrest

(lm) Nepal’s state institutions are still reeling from the

Gen Z protests of September 8–9, which triggered

widespread arson and vandalism across the country,

destroying courts, police offices, and administrative

facilities. In response, authorities have launched a

nationwide inquiry and reconstruction effort to assess

the full extent of the damage and restore essential

state functions.

The Inquiry Commission on the Gen Z Unrest, chaired

by a former chief of the Special Court, has begun

investigations across all seven provinces to document

casualties, property losses, and the destruction of

public infrastructure. The commission will also take

testimony from security commanders, senior officials,

and former Prime Minister K. P. Sharma Oli, whose

government was toppled during the protests. The

panel is expected to submit its findings within three

months. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The protests, among the most destructive in Nepal’s

recent history, left the judicial system and local

governance apparatus severely weakened. More than

a dozen courts were either burned or vandalized,

destroying thousands of case files and decades of legal

archives. Many courts are now operating from

makeshift offices and damaged facilities with limited

staff and equipment, and the Supreme Court of Nepal

has directed lower courts to gradually resume hearings

while reconstructing lost records.

The destruction has disrupted judicial continuity,

delayed proceedings, and erased much of the

institutional memory of the justice system—

particularly archives dating back to the 1950s. In some

provinces, hearings are being conducted in temporary

shelters or borrowed government buildings, while

several district and high courts have been declared

unsafe for use. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Parallel to the judicial reconstruction, the Nepal Police,

working with the Department of Transport

Management and the Office of the Attorney General,

has launched a coordinated effort to rebuild destroyed

public records and reissue key documents—including

driving licenses, vehicle ownership certificates, and

legal case files—through a new online platform. [The

Kathmandu Post 3]
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Nepal: Security forces confront morale

crisis and rising threats ahead of March

elections

(lm) At a high-level security review meeting held at the

Nepali Army headquarters, officials identified the

escape of thousands of inmates and the theft of police

weapons during the September unrest as the main

threats to election security. Of the 14,043 inmates who

escaped from 28 prisons and juvenile centers, more

than 5,000 remain at large, while over 1,200 firearms

and 100,000 rounds of ammunition were stolen, with

hundreds still missing.

The meeting, chaired by Chief of Army Staff Ashok Raj

Sigdel and attended by the heads of the Nepal Police,

the Armed Police Force (APF), and the National

Investigation Department, reviewed ongoing

operations and agreed to establish election security

command posts. Joint army–police patrols are being

conducted to recover stolen weapons, recapture

fugitives, and maintain public order. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

The Nepali Army has faced criticism for failing to

safeguard several key sites during the September

unrest, including Parliament, the Supreme Court, the

President’s Office, the Prime Minister’s residence, and

Singha Durbar, the main administrative complex. More

than 400 police stations and offices were damaged or

destroyed, and police headquarters estimate property

losses at NPR 220 million (USD 1.6 million).

In response to the events, the Nepal Police has formed

an internal inquiry committee led by an Additional

Inspector General (AIG) to investigate the force’s

handling of the protests, which left 76 people dead,

including three police officers. The committee will

examine the use of force, operational lapses, and the

loss of weapons. The internal review coincides with an

independent judicial commission that is also

conducting investigations into the September events.

Its report is expected within one month and will

recommend reforms in field deployment, coordination,

and morale management. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

At the same time, the police and paramilitary forces

are experiencing an unprecedented wave of

resignations: nearly 1,000 personnel—around 450

from the Nepal Police and 550 from the APF—have left

the service in the past three months. While most cited

personal reasons, officials acknowledged widespread

demoralization after the riots, which left many officers

assaulted or forced to abandon posts. The resignations

are straining manpower and budgets, as training and

deploying a single officer costs between NPR 500,000
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and NPR 700,000 (USD 3,650–5,100). [The Kathmandu

Post 3]

Amid these shortages, the government has decided to

recruit temporary police officers to reinforce security

during the elections. The decision, made after a

meeting between the Election Commission and

security chiefs, reflects concerns that existing forces

lack sufficient capacity for a nationwide vote. The

government has allocated funds for 251 new vehicles

to support deployment and logistics. [The Kathmandu

Post 4]

Pakistan: Consultations begin on new

27th constitutional amendment

(lm) Pakistan’s government has initiated consultations

with coalition allies on a proposed 27th constitutional

amendment, a move that has triggered strong

reactions across political and legal circles. The

amendment—still in its discussion phase—would

introduce constitutional courts, expand the federal

role in education and population planning, and

potentially revise provincial shares in federal revenue

under the National Finance Commission (NFC) formula.

State Minister for Law Aqeel Malik said the proposal

seeks to complete the “unfinished agenda” of the 26th

Amendment passed in 2024, which altered judicial

appointments and created a new panel for

constitutional cases. That earlier measure faced

backlash for allegedly weakening judicial

independence. The 27th Amendment discussions also

include restoring executive magistrates and amending

Article 243, which defines the command of the armed

forces—an issue that gained attention after Army Chief

Asim Munir was promoted to field marshal in May

2025.

According to Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairperson

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, the ruling Pakistan Muslim

League–Nawaz (PML-N) has formally approached the

PPP for support. In the 336-seat National Assembly,

the PML-N holds about 125 seats, while the PPP

controls roughly 75 seats. Although the PPP has not

joined the federal cabinet, it provides parliamentary

support to the PML-N-led government—a partnership

critical for any constitutional change, which requires a

two-thirds majority (at least 224 votes) in both houses

of Parliament.

The proposals have sparked pushback from opposition

parties and regional leaders who say the changes

could weaken provincial autonomy and upset the
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country’s federal balance. Critics argue that reopening

the NFC formula and revisiting Article 243 would

centralize authority and alter the distribution of

powers established under the 18th Amendment, which

devolved several key responsibilities to the provinces

in 2010.

The PPP’s Central Executive Committee is expected to

meet on November 6 to determine its stance. [Arab

News] [DAWN]

Pakistan: Supreme Court announces

senior reshuffle to strengthen

administrative reform

(my) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has announced a

series of senior administrative appointments intended

to improve operational continuity and advance

ongoing institutional reform within the judiciary.

According to an official statement, the new

appointments include changes to key administrative

roles such as the registrar, director general for

reforms, and secretariat of the Supreme Judicial

Council. The Court said the restructuring is designed to

ensure operational continuity, strengthen

administrative oversight, and enhance the delivery of

justice. [The Express Tribune] [The News International]

[DAWN]

Pakistan: Punjab extends ban on public

gatherings amid continued security

concerns

(lm) Pakistan’s Punjab province — the country’s most

populous region and its political and economic

heartland — has extended its ban on public gatherings

of four or more people for another week, until

November 9, citing persistent threats to public peace

and order. The provincial Home Department said the

decision followed security assessments indicating that

the “threat perception to public peace, tranquility, and

law and order has not abated.”

The restrictions, imposed under Section 144 of the

Code of Criminal Procedure, were first introduced on

October 8 after violent clashes between security forces

and supporters of the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan

(TLP) religio-political movement. The violence, which

erupted on the outskirts of Lahore as the group

attempted a march toward Islamabad, left five people
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dead, including two policemen, and more than 100

injured.

Under the renewed order, Punjab has maintained a

complete ban on assemblies, processions, or sit-ins in

public areas. Authorities also prohibited the display or

carrying of weapons, the use of loudspeakers for

provocative or sectarian content, and the publication

or dissemination of inflammatory or hateful material

that could disturb interfaith or sectarian harmony.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Authorities intercept migrant

smuggling attempt near Turbat in

Balochistan

(my) Pakistani authorities have intercepted a migrant

smuggling attempt near Turbat, a city in Kech District

of Balochistan Province, detaining 29 Afghan nationals

who were allegedly trying to cross into Iran via

irregular border routes. The initial investigation

suggests that the group intended to reach Iran and

subsequently travel onward to Europe. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Prime minister pledges

protection for journalists as watchdog

reports 60 percent surge in press freedom

violations

(lm/my) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has pledged to

strengthen protections for journalists following the

release of a report by the Freedom Network, which

recorded a sharp rise in violations against media

workers across Pakistan.

The Annual State of Impunity Report 2025, published

ahead of the UN International Day to End Impunity for

Crimes Against Journalists on November 2,

documented 142 cases of violations between

November 2024 and September 2025—a 60 percent

increase compared to the previous year. The cases

include physical assaults, legal harassment,

censorship, and threats, making the past year one of

the most difficult periods for Pakistani journalists in

recent memory.

According to the report, the use of the Prevention of

Electronic Crimes Act (PECA) and the Pakistan Penal

Code has intensified, with 36 legal cases filed against

30 journalists, mostly in Punjab Province. Amendments

to PECA earlier in 2025 expanded the law’s punitive
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reach, which rights groups argue is being used to

suppress critical reporting—an allegation the

government denies. The watchdog also warned that

the post-election environment following the February

2024 general polls has left “almost every region in

Pakistan unsafe for journalism.” Punjab and Islamabad

accounted for the highest share of violations, at 28

percent each, followed by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh,

Balochistan, and Azad Jammu and Kashmir. [Arab

News 1]

In response, Sharif said his government remains

“firmly committed to safeguarding press freedom and

ensuring a safe environment for journalists.” He vowed

to ensure effective investigation, prosecution, and

justice in cases of violence or intimidation against

media workers, calling such acts “attacks on freedom

of expression.” [Arab News 2] [DAWN]

Pakistan: First offshore oil exploration

licenses in nearly two decades awarded to

local-led consortiums

(lm) Pakistan has awarded 23 offshore oil and gas

exploration blocks in its first bidding round in nearly

twenty years, marking a significant step toward

reviving its energy sector and attracting new foreign

investment. The Offshore Bid Round 2025, launched in

January, covered about 53,500 square kilometers

across the Indus and Makran basins—two largely

unexplored areas of the Arabian Sea.

The Ministry of Energy said the winning consortiums

are led by a mix of state-owned and private Pakistani

firms — Oil and Gas Development Company Ltd.

(OGDCL), Pakistan Petroleum Ltd. (PPL), Mari

Petroleum, and Prime Energy, a company backed by

Hub Power Company (Hubco). They will jointly

undertake around USD 80 million in initial exploration

work during the first three-year phase, with total

investment potentially reaching between USD 750

million and USD 1 billion if drilling proceeds.

Foreign participation includes Türkiye’s state-owned

Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO), which secured

a 25 percent stake and operatorship in one block

through a joint venture with PPL, along with Hong

Kong-based United Energy Group, Orient Petroleum,

and Fatima Petroleum, part of Pakistan’s Fatima Group

conglomerate.

The ministry described the outcome as evidence of

renewed investor confidence, crediting regulatory

reforms and new production-sharing agreements
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designed to enhance transparency and investor

protections. A recent study by the U.S.-based firm

DeGolyer and MacNaughton identified “significant yet-

to-find potential” in Pakistan’s offshore basins, which

remain underexplored despite their proximity to the

hydrocarbon-rich Arabian Sea corridor linking Oman,

the United Arab Emirates, and Iran.

Pakistan’s 300,000-square-kilometer offshore zone has

seen only 18 wells drilled since independence in 1947,

too few to assess its full hydrocarbon potential. The

government hopes the new round will reverse the

investor retreat that followed the failed 2019 Kekra-1

well, which led to ExxonMobil’s withdrawal from the

country’s offshore sector. [Arab News] [Reuters]

Pakistan: Inflation hits 6.2 percent in

October, highest in a year amid floods and

border disruptions

(lm) Pakistan’s consumer price inflation rose to 6.2

percent year-on-year in October, the highest in twelve

months, driven by surging food prices following

widespread flood damage and temporary border

closures with Afghanistan that disrupted trade and

strained supply chains. Prices increased 1.8 percent

month-on-month.

The rise exceeded the government’s projected 5 to 6

percent target range for the month and follows

months of easing inflation, which had fallen from

nearly 30 percent a year ago to below 6 percent by

mid-2025. The State Bank of Pakistan, which kept its

policy rate unchanged at 11 percent for a fourth

consecutive meeting, said inflation is likely to stay

above its target band for several months before

stabilizing in the next fiscal year.

Despite these pressures, the central bank reported

improving economic indicators, including stronger

industrial activity and better crop yields, though risks

remain from global commodity volatility and energy

prices.

Meanwhile, the HBL Pakistan Manufacturing

Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) — an indicator that

measures industrial performance based on business

surveys — rose slightly to 49.6 from 48.0 in September.

Although still below the neutral 50-point mark (which

separates contraction from expansion), the increase

suggests a slower pace of decline as business

confidence remains cautiously optimistic. [Reuters]
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Pakistan: Prime minister orders forensic

audit of revenue authority amid sales-tax

fraud despite record tax filings

(lm) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has ordered a

forensic audit of Pakistan’s Federal Board of Revenue

(FBR) following revelations of a multibillion-rupee

sales-tax fraud that exposed serious weaknesses in the

institution’s digital infrastructure. The irregularities,

reportedly dating back to 2018–2019, stem from

vulnerabilities within Pakistan Revenue Automation

Limited (PRAL) — the FBR’s IT subsidiary responsible

for managing automation and data systems. Officials

cited outdated software, poor cybersecurity, and weak

internal oversight as key enablers of the fraud.

The government said the audit will determine the

scope of financial losses and recommend structural

reforms to prevent future manipulation of the tax

network. Sharif emphasized that accountability and

technological integrity are indispensable to restoring

public confidence in Pakistan’s fiscal system. [Arab

News 1]

The audit announcement came just days after Sharif

had praised the FBR for achieving record levels of tax

compliance, marking what he described as a turning

point in the government’s reform agenda. The agency

recorded 5.9 million income tax returns by the end of

October—a 17.6 percent year-on-year increase—

including 900,000 new taxpayers. The number of

taxpayers submitting payments rose 18.6 percent to

3.6 million, while individual contributions reached PKR

69 billion (USD 244 million), up from PKR 60 billion

(USD 212 million) in 2024. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Government aims to privatize

national airline by year-end as part of

broader asset sales

(lm) Pakistan’s Privatization Commission has

announced that the sale of the national flag carrier,

Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) — a state-owned

enterprise burdened by heavy debt and operational

losses — is expected to be completed by the end of

2025. The move is part of a wider privatization drive

under the International Monetary Fund (IMF)–

supported reform program designed to reduce fiscal

pressure and improve efficiency across public

institutions.

Privatization Minister Muhammad Ali said the

government had finalized all three preparatory phases
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for the sale and was hiring sector specialists, legal and

financial advisers, and mergers and acquisitions

experts to accelerate the process. Four groups have

been prequalified to bid, including a consortium led by

Lucky Cement and Hub Power Holdings (major

Pakistani industrial and energy companies), another

led by Arif Habib Corporation (a large investment firm),

and two separate bidders: Fauji Fertilizer Company (a

military-affiliated conglomerate) and Airblue (a private

Pakistani airline).

Ali also confirmed that the First Women Bank, a state-

run institution founded to promote women’s

entrepreneurship, had been sold to a United Arab

Emirates–based group for PKR 5 billion (USD 17.5

million), and that negotiations were ongoing for the

sale of the House Building Finance Corporation, a

public-sector housing lender.

Further privatization efforts include restructuring and

potential sales of power distribution companies

(DISCOs), though Ali stressed that these transactions

would proceed cautiously to ensure uninterrupted

electricity supply and fair pricing.

Regarding the Roosevelt Hotel in New York—owned by

Pakistan’s national airline—Ali said the previous

financial adviser, Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL), had

withdrawn due to a conflict of interest. The

government is now considering new advisory bids

from Citibank, Morgan Stanley, Cushman & Wakefield,

and CBRE.

He added that Pakistan does not plan to sell its

airports in Karachi, Lahore, or Islamabad but intends

to engage private firms to manage operations,

including discussions with companies from the United

Arab Emirates for Islamabad airport management.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Government and Navy advance

blue economy agenda with new maritime

strategy and global investment expo

(lm) Pakistan has intensified its efforts to develop the

blue economy through a combination of national

planning and international engagement. The initiative,

led by the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and the Pakistan

Navy, focuses on expanding maritime infrastructure,

improving logistics, and promoting foreign investment.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Junaid Anwar Chaudhry

announced a five-point national maritime plan that

includes building three new ports, expanding the
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Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC) fleet to

60 vessels within three years, and creating an

integrated maritime complex for shipbuilding,

recycling, and green technology. A PKR 12 billion (USD

42.4 million) modernization project is already

underway in Gadani, Balochistan, to upgrade

shipbreaking and coastal industry infrastructure. The

plan targets raising the maritime sector’s share of GDP

from 0.8 percent to 4 percent by 2047 through coastal

industrial projects, community welfare programs, and

logistics reforms. [Arab News 1]

Alongside these domestic measures, the Pakistan

International Maritime Expo and Conference (PIMEC)—

held in Karachi from November 3 to 6—serves as a

platform for international participation. Organized

under the patronage of the Pakistan Navy and the

Ministry of Maritime Affairs, the event features 178

exhibitors from 44 countries and includes an

International Maritime Conference on “Harnessing Blue

Economy Potential for Sustainable Development.” [Arab

News 2]

Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Transport and Logistics

Services Saleh Al-Jasser, attending as guest of honor,

highlighted opportunities for collaboration in ports,

shipping, and logistics. Planning Minister Ahsan Iqbal,

the chief guest, commended the Navy’s role in

promoting awareness of Pakistan’s maritime potential.

[Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Minister calls for urgent

agricultural reforms amid high taxes and

borrowing costs

(my) Pakistan’s Federal Minister for National Food

Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain has

urged sweeping reforms in the country’s agricultural

sector, calling for stronger research capacity, higher-

yield seed systems, and greater innovation to address

stagnating productivity. Speaking at the Lahore

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, he described

agriculture as contributing roughly 25 percent of GDP

and ranking just behind textiles in export value but

warned that output growth remains “alarmingly low”

despite the sector’s importance to national stability

and export earnings.

Hussain announced new public funding for agricultural

research, the development of improved seed varieties,

and the establishment of a Track-and-Trace system for

certified seeds aimed at strengthening quality control

and transparency. He cited findings from the Pakistan

Agricultural Research Council (PARC) pointing to long-
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term underinvestment, obsolete laboratories, and loss

of skilled researchers, and said reform efforts were

now being developed in collaboration with Chinese

agricultural institutions.

Addressing broader economic challenges, Hussain

acknowledged that Pakistan’s industrial recovery

remains constrained by high taxation and elevated

borrowing costs, even after the policy interest rate was

cut to around 11 percent from last year’s peak of 22

percent. He noted that tight fiscal conditions under the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) programme have

limited policy flexibility but said banks have been

instructed to expand credit for farmers and small

businesses to stimulate growth.

The minister stressed that industrial competitiveness

and agricultural reform are interdependent, stating

that without modernizing on-farm productivity and

research, food security and export diversification will

remain at risk. [The News International] [Profit]

Pakistan: Security forces report decade-

high militant losses as operations

intensify in Balochistan

(lm) Pakistan’s security forces recorded their most

extensive counterterrorism gains in a decade in

October, as the government intensified operations

across the western provinces of Balochistan and

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). Officials say the campaign is

part of a broader strategy to restore stability through

targeted operations, institutional reform, and stronger

border control.

According to new data from the Pakistan Institute for

Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS), 355 militants

were killed in October, the highest monthly total in ten

years. Overall, 458 people died in conflict-related

violence, including 72 security personnel and 30

civilians, while 162 were injured. The sharp rise in

militant deaths, the report noted, highlights the

increasing effectiveness of Pakistan’s counter-militancy

operations, launched under the military’s Azm-e-

Istehkam campaign.

The heaviest militant losses occurred in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa’s tribal belt, where 209 fighters were

killed — the highest monthly figure since 2014 —

followed by 67 in Balochistan, where authorities say

security conditions are gradually improving. Despite

these gains, militant attacks rose to 89 in October,

marking the highest count this year, while 55
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abductions were also reported — the most in a

decade. [Arab News 1]

In Balochistan, the provincial government and security

forces reported renewed progress against separatist

groups such as the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA). Chief

Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said more than 500

militants had been killed this year in a sustained

crackdown targeting networks involved in attacks on

security forces, infrastructure, and non-local workers.

He announced plans to unify counterterrorism and

rapid-response units under a single police structure,

depoliticize law enforcement, and strengthen

community-based intelligence networks. [Arab News 2]

The Pakistan military separately reported that 18

“Indian-sponsored terrorists” were killed in two

operations in Quetta and Kech districts on October 28–

29. The army said the actions were part of its national

counterterrorism effort and that weapons and

explosives were recovered during subsequent

“sanitization” operations. Islamabad maintains that

much of the Baloch insurgency is foreign-backed,

particularly by India, an allegation New Delhi denies.

[Arab News 3]

Meanwhile, sporadic violence persists in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, where militants continue to target

police and security personnel. On November 2, an IED

blast in Hangu district injured three policemen, while

the same day, a blast inside a Counter Terrorism

Department police station in Peshawar killed one

constable and injured two others. Police ruled out

terrorism in the latter incident, citing stored explosives

ignited by a short circuit. [Arab News 4] [Arab News 5]

Pakistan: Navy to induct first Chinese-

designed submarine in 2026 under USD 5

billion defense deal

(lm) Pakistan’s Navy expects to induct its first Chinese-

designed Hangor-class submarine into service in 2026,

marking a key milestone in a USD 5 billion defense

agreement with China aimed at strengthening

Pakistan’s naval power and deepening strategic

cooperation between the two countries.

Under the deal, signed with Beijing for eight diesel-

electric attack submarines to be delivered by 2028, the

first four are being built in China, while the remaining

four will be assembled in Pakistan, enhancing local

shipbuilding and technical capacity. According to

Admiral Naveed Ashraf, Pakistan’s naval chief, three of

the submarines have already been launched into
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China’s Yangtze River from a shipyard in Hubei

province, with construction progressing “smoothly.”

The new submarines are intended to boost Pakistan’s

maritime surveillance and defense capabilities in the

North Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean, areas of growing

geopolitical competition with India, which operates

both nuclear-powered and conventional submarines.

The Hangor-class deal follows Pakistan’s May 2025 air

engagement, when Chinese-made J-10 fighter jets were

used to shoot down an Indian Rafale aircraft — a

moment widely viewed as demonstrating Beijing’s

growing defense footprint in South Asia.

Admiral Ashraf emphasized that Chinese-origin

equipment has proven reliable and technologically

advanced, and said the Navy is exploring cooperation

with China in emerging technologies such as artificial

intelligence, unmanned systems, and electronic

warfare.

The submarine deal is part of a broader strategic

alignment within the China–Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC), a 3,000-kilometer infrastructure

network linking China’s Xinjiang region to the deep-

water port of Gwadar on the Arabian Sea. The corridor,

a key component of China’s Belt and Road Initiative,

provides Beijing with a potential route to import

energy from the Middle East while bypassing the Strait

of Malacca, and extends its influence toward

Afghanistan, Iran, and Central Asia — effectively

encircling India. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Dispute escalates over security

for opposition MPs following surge in

political violence

(lm) Tensions have deepened in Sri Lanka’s Parliament

over the withdrawal of security for opposition MPs,

prompting urgent meetings between the Speaker, the

Inspector General of Police (IGP), and opposition

leaders, including Sajith Premadasa of the main

opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB).

Opposition MPs have demanded enhanced security

after a series of violent incidents, including the killing

of Lasantha Wickramasekara, chairman of the

Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha — a local administrative

council responsible for municipal-level governance —

and a member of the SJB. The attack has been linked to

organized criminal groups. [Daily Mirror 1]

During a parliamentary meeting on October 31, the

IGP Priyantha Weerasooriya told MPs that the matter
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of their security would be referred to President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake and Public Security Minister

Ananda Wijepala. [Daily Mirror 2]

This statement triggered criticism from the opposition.

SJB General Secretary Ranjith Madduma Bandara

argued that the President or the government cannot

make political decisions regarding opposition MPs’

protection, stressing that the IGP is an independent

official appointed by the Constitutional Council and

must act accordingly. He said the police have an

obligation to provide security to MPs facing verified

threats, similar to the arrangements extended to

government ministers. [Daily Mirror 3]

Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala, however,

downplayed the situation, asserting that the current

security environment does not warrant routine

protection for all legislators. He said that special

protection had been provided only to MPs facing

credible threats — specifically Shanakiyan

Rasamanickam of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK)

and Jagath Withana of the SJB — and added that

investigations would determine whether other

reported threats stemmed from legitimate political

risks or unrelated personal disputes. [Daily Mirror 4]

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa has meanwhile

urged the police to extend protection to local

government representatives and ensure the safety of

Pradeshiya Sabha meetings, warning that the absence

of security could further endanger elected officials.

[Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: Government to amend

Employees’ Provident Fund Bill

(lm) The Sri Lankan government announced plans to

amend the Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) Bill,

aiming to improve the efficiency of the fund’s

administration by simplifying the surcharge

mechanism, thereby accelerating recovery from

employers who fail to make timely contributions. The

EPF, one of Sri Lanka’s main retirement savings

schemes, is jointly funded by employees and

employers and covers millions of private sector

workers across the country. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President appoints special

envoy for foreign investment

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ydt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ydi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ydd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ydh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ydk/


(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has

appointed Hanif Yusoof as his Special Envoy for

Foreign Investment, tasking him with advancing Sri

Lanka’s foreign direct investment (FDI) agenda and

strengthening global investor relations.

Yusoof, a leading Sri Lankan entrepreneur best known

as the founder of Expolanka Holdings, one of the

country’s largest logistics and export conglomerates,

has been active in promoting Sri Lanka’s global trade

and investment networks. He currently serves as

governor of the Western Province, the country’s most

populous and economically significant region

encompassing Colombo, Gampaha, and Kalutara —

and home to the capital city and Sri Lanka’s main

financial and port infrastructure.

The appointment, made under Article 41(1) of the

Constitution, entrusts Yusoof with facilitating strategic

partnerships, identifying key investment opportunities,

and coordinating with the Board of Investment (BOI),

Export Development Board (EDB), and Port City

Commission. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Court schedules further hearing

in ex-president’s public property case

(lm) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe appeared

before the Fort Magistrate’s Court in Colombo on

October 29 in connection with a case filed under the

Public Property Act, concerning the alleged misuse of

state funds during his presidency.

The case stems from a September 2023 visit to the

United Kingdom, which investigators allege

Wickremesinghe undertook as a private trip disguised

as an official tour, using public funds to cover personal

expenses, including attending his wife’s graduation

ceremony. He was arrested by the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) in August — marking

the first time a former Sri Lankan head of state has

been arrested on corruption-related charges — and

later released on bail on August 26.

At the October 29 hearing, the court scheduled the

next session for January 28, 2026, to allow for the

submission of additional investigation reports.

Authorities maintain that the case forms part of the

government’s broader anti-corruption campaign, while

Wickremesinghe’s supporters have described the

proceedings as politically motivated. [Daily Mirror 1]

[Daily Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court schedules

hearing in sugar import fraud case for

January 2026

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has scheduled for

January 19, 2026, the hearing of a Fundamental Rights

petition filed by Minister Sunil Handunnetti, which

seeks the recovery of LKR 15.9 billion (USD 54 million)

allegedly lost in the so-called 2020 sugar import

scandal.

The case stems from allegations that importers

benefited from improper tax reductions and

irregularities during sugar import transactions in 2020,

which auditors and opposition politicians have

described as one of the largest financial losses to the

state in recent years. The case, originally filed by

Handunnetti while he was in the opposition, requests

that the Attorney General be directed to recover the

amount from those allegedly responsible and transfer

it to the Consolidated Fund.

The petition names several key figures, including

former Finance Ministry Secretary S.R. Attygalle,

former Presidential Secretary Dr. P.B. Jayasundara, and

executives of Pyramid Wilmar (Pvt) Ltd, the company

involved in the sugar imports. The three-judge bench

also instructed the petitioner to serve notices to the

Minister of Finance and the Finance Ministry Secretary

and approved amendments to reflect changes in

official designations among respondents. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former presidential security

officer granted bail in graft probe

(lm) A Colombo court has released Neville

Wanniarachchi, a former security officer to ex-

president Mahinda Rajapaksa, on bail in an ongoing

corruption investigation into the alleged unlawful

acquisition of assets valued at LKR 28 million (USD

95,000). The court ruled that no new evidence had

been presented to justify continued detention. The

case, seen as part of broader efforts to pursue asset

recovery linked to former political figures, has been

adjourned until January 16, 2026. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Trial begins against former

state minister over alleged immigration

violations
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(lm) A Colombo court has opened the trial of former

State Minister Diana Gamage, who faces multiple

charges of providing false information to immigration

authorities and remaining in Sri Lanka without a valid

visa.

According to the Criminal Investigation Department

(CID), acting on instructions from the Attorney General,

seven counts have been filed under the Immigrants

and Emigrants Act, alleging that between July 2016 and

November 2020, Gamage unlawfully stayed in the

country and obtained a Sri Lankan passport using

falsified information.

Gamage pleaded not guilty when the charges were

read out in court. The prosecution has begun

presenting evidence, including testimony from a

former officer of the Department of Immigration and

Emigration. The case has been adjourned to December

15 for the continuation of evidence examination. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Arrest warrant issued for

lawmaker over repeated court absences

(lm) A Colombo court has issued an arrest warrant for

Member of Parliament Jagath Manuwarna after he

repeatedly failed to appear for hearings in two pending

cases dating back to 2008.

Manuwarna’s legal representatives claimed he missed

the latest session due to his participation in a national

land deed distribution ceremony. However, the court

rejected the explanation, noting that he had also been

absent from previous hearings on other grounds and

appeared to be deliberately avoiding proceedings.

The court ruled that there was no valid justification for

his continued nonappearance and issued a warrant for

his arrest. The cases against the lawmaker remain

pending, though details of the charges have not yet

been made public. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former senior officials arrested

over corruption allegations

(lm) The Commission to Investigate Allegations of

Bribery or Corruption has arrested two former high-

ranking public officials on separate corruption charges.

The suspects are Sumathipala Mahanama

Abeywickrama, former General Manager of Sri Lanka

Railways, and Sarathchandra Gunaratne Jayathilaka,
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former Executive Director of the State Engineering

Corporation.

Abeywickrama is accused of unlawfully altering a

disciplinary order against a railway employee who had

been dismissed, thereby acting in a way that benefited

the individual. Jayathilaka was arrested for allegedly

causing a financial loss of LKR 1.67 million (USD 5,678)

to the State Engineering Corporation by using its staff

and resources to renovate the United National Party

(UNP) headquarters, Sirikotha, without authorization.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Public skepticism on corruption

persists as government expands judicial

capacity

(ss/lm) Public confidence in Sri Lanka’s ability to

combat corruption remains low, even as the

government moves to strengthen judicial capacity

through new institutional measures.

According to the latest Sri Lanka Barometer (SLB)

National Public Opinion Survey, only 38.7 percent of

citizens believe the current government will be

effective in curbing corruption, while just 12.5 percent

think previous administrations managed the issue

successfully. The survey, conducted under the

Strengthening Social Cohesion and Peace in Sri Lanka

(SCOPE) project co-funded by the European Union and

the German Federal Foreign Office, also found shifting

views on reconciliation—nearly half of respondents

(48.5 percent) defined it as promoting unity and

positive intergroup relations, reflecting a growing focus

on relationship-building rather than institutional

reform alone. [Daily Mirror 1]

In parallel, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the

conversion of four government-owned buildings into

new high court venues as part of the National Action

Plan to counter corruption. The facilities will be

transferred from the Ministry of Public Administration

to the Ministry of Justice, expanding the judiciary’s

capacity to handle corruption and other high-profile

cases. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Suspect dies in police custody

A 46-year-old man arrested on two court-issued

warrants has died while in police custody in

Mahiyangana, a town in Sri Lanka’s Uva Province. The
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suspect reportedly fell ill while being held at the

Kandeketiya Police Station and was first admitted to

the local hospital before being transferred to the

Mahiyangana Base Hospital, where he died on the

night of November 2.

Deaths in police custody have periodically drawn

public concern in Sri Lanka, prompting calls from

human rights groups for greater transparency and

accountability in detention practices. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government to invite global

bids for Mannar Basin’s USD 267 billion oil

and gas reserves

(lm) Sri Lanka plans to open international tenders in

early December for oil and gas exploration and

development in the Mannar Basin, a key offshore area

in the country’s northwestern waters believed to

contain petroleum resources valued at around USD

267 billion (LKR 78.5 trillion).

According to the Petroleum Development Authority,

the bidding round will be open for four to five months

and is expected to attract participation from both

multinational and national energy companies. The

government, led by the National People’s Power (NPP),

is moving ahead with the tender process even as it

finalizes the selection of a consultancy firm to manage

the international bidding.

The new initiative builds on previous exploration

activity. Cairn Lanka Limited, a subsidiary of an Indian

company, drilled two wells in the basin in 2011 and

discovered natural gas in the Barracuda and Dorado

fields. In September 2020, Sri Lanka introduced a

National Policy on Natural Gas to encourage domestic

utilization and commercialization of offshore

resources, followed by the Petroleum Resources Act

No. 21 of 2021, which regulates exploration and

production.

Officials said that energy companies from Qatar and

India have already expressed interest in participating.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Economy stabilizes as IMF

projects 3.1 percent growth and revenue

hits record levels
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(ss/lm) Sri Lanka’s economy is showing signs of

stabilization after two years of strong post-crisis

recovery, with fiscal and revenue performance

exceeding expectations even as growth is projected to

normalize.

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Sri

Lanka’s economy is expected to grow by 3.1 percent in

2026, marking a return to its longer-term trajectory

after expanding by 5 percent in 2024 and 4.8 percent

in the first half of 2025. The IMF noted that much of

the earlier momentum reflected post-crisis

normalization following the 2022 debt and currency

collapse, while future growth is expected to settle at a

more sustainable pace. The outlook coincides with the

continuation of the IMF-supported reform program,

focused on fiscal consolidation, governance

improvements, and financial stability. [Daily Mirror 1]

Recent fiscal data underline the scale of recovery.

Government revenue surged in the first half of 2025,

rising 24.8 percent year-on-year to LKR 2.32 trillion

(USD 7.9 billion). Tax revenue grew 25.9 percent to LKR

2.15 trillion (USD 7.3 billion), propelled by policy-driven

tax reforms, stronger compliance, and the lifting of

import restrictions, particularly on motor vehicles.

The Sri Lanka Customs Department recorded a historic

revenue milestone, surpassing USD 4 billion (LKR 1.18

trillion) for the first time and moving close to its annual

target of USD 6.98 billion (LKR 2.06 trillion). Of this,

USD 2.08 billion (LKR 615 billion) came from vehicle-

related duties. Customs expects to exceed its full-year

goal by nearly USD 990 million (LKR 293 billion),

making 2025 its best-performing year on record.

Value Added Tax (VAT) collections rose 27.6 percent to

LKR 787.3 billion (USD 2.7 billion), boosted by the

higher 18 percent rate and expanded registration base.

Income tax receipts increased 9.2 percent to LKR 488.5

billion (USD 1.7 billion), while excise duties surged 41.4

percent to LKR 399.2 billion (USD 1.36 billion), largely

due to the resumption of vehicle imports. Customs

Import Duty revenue nearly doubled to LKR 94 billion

(USD 319 million), and the Special Commodity Levy

(SCL) rose 70.5 percent to LKR 77.6 billion (USD 263

million).

Non-tax revenue also increased 12.1 percent to LKR

169.6 billion (USD 578 million), supported by higher

collections from fees, fines, and social security

contributions. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]
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Sri Lanka: Public health system under

strain amid doctor exodus, unpaid dues,

and labor unrest

(lm) Sri Lanka’s public health sector is facing mounting

pressure from financial mismanagement, staff

shortages, and deteriorating hospital conditions,

according to recent audit findings and labor disputes

that have exposed systemic weaknesses in the

country’s healthcare administration.

A special audit report revealed that more than LKR 1.2

billion (USD 4.1 million) in public funds remain

unrecovered from over 700 government doctors who

left service without honoring contractual obligations,

including bonds, fines, and loans. The report cited

weak internal controls, poorly maintained personnel

files, and failure to recover government assets as key

reasons for the losses. It also found that some

specialists were not assigned to roles suited to their

expertise, while Provincial Council hospitals made

unauthorized appointments exceeding their legal

mandate.

The exodus of doctors—driven by low pay, higher

taxes, poor working conditions, limited career

prospects, and political instability—peaked between

2020 and 2022, leaving hospitals across the country

understaffed. Although outmigration has slowed since

2024, its effects remain visible, with public hospitals

struggling to provide adequate services and patients

facing long delays and overcrowding. [Daily Mirror 1]

[Daily Mirror 2]

Labor tensions have further compounded the crisis.

The Government Medical Officers’ Association (GMOA)

announced an island-wide strike to protest

administrative irregularities, staff shortages, and

worsening hospital conditions. The strike was

temporarily suspended following talks with Health

Minister Nalinda Jayatissa, who pledged to implement

doctor transfers in line with established procedures.

However, the GMOA warned it would resume

industrial action if the agreement is not upheld. [Daily

Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Amid these disputes, Minister Jayatissa, during an

official visit to the United Kingdom, appealed to Sri

Lankan doctors working abroad to return home to help

address the shortage of specialists, promising

reinstatement with full service benefits. [Daily Mirror 5]

Meanwhile, conditions at Colombo’s National Eye

Hospital have drawn public outrage following reports

of overcrowding, long waits, and unhygienic facilities,

with elderly patients forced to stand for hours in
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congested waiting areas. The hospital’s director

acknowledged the issue but denied rumors of

equipment shortages. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Population ageing accelerates

as child numbers decline

(ss) Sri Lanka is undergoing a profound demographic

shift, with recent data from the Department of Census

and Statistics (DCS) showing a steady decline in the

child population and a rapid increase in the number of

elderly citizens.

The proportion of the population aged under 15 has

fallen from 25.2 percent in 2012 to 20.7 percent in

2024, while those aged 65 and above have risen from

7.9 percent to 12.6 percent over the same period.

Health authorities noted that the share of the

population aged 60 and above reached 18 percent in

2024 and is projected to rise to 25 percent by 2040,

placing Sri Lanka among the most rapidly ageing

societies in Asia. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: ADB extends support for port

modernization and rural infrastructure

upgrades

(lm) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has reaffirmed

its long-term commitment to Sri Lanka’s infrastructure

development through two major initiatives in the

transport and maritime sectors.

In a recent meeting with Ports and Civil Aviation

Minister Anura Karunathilaka and Deputy Minister

Janith Ruwan Kodituwakku, ADB Country Director

Takafumi Kadono confirmed continued technical and

financial support for the country’s port sector

modernization, including projects such as the Western

Container Terminal Phase II and updates to the

National Ports Master Plan. [Daily Mirror 1]

Separately, the ADB has approved a USD 90 million

loan under the Integrated Road Investment Program

(iRoad 2) to upgrade approximately 500 kilometers of

rural roads and strengthen the institutional capacity of

national transport agencies. The program aims to

improve rural connectivity and economic access,

complementing broader efforts to recover from Sri

Lanka’s 2022 debt and infrastructure crises. [Daily

Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: Government reviews progress

on releasing military-occupied lands in

Jaffna-Palali

(lm) The Sri Lankan government has held a high-level

meeting to review the progress of releasing private

lands occupied by the military in the Jaffna–Palali area,

a long-standing issue central to post-war reconciliation

efforts.

The discussion, chaired by Deputy Minister of Defence

Maj. Gen. Aruna Jayasekara (Retd) and attended by

Defence Secretary Air Vice Marshal Sampath

Thuyacontha (Retd) and senior officials, focused on

removing administrative and operational bottlenecks

to expedite the return of land to civilian owners.

Officials also reviewed phased withdrawal plans and

the realignment of military boundaries to minimize

disruption to local communities while maintaining

essential security zones.

The Defence Ministry reaffirmed its commitment to a

transparent and equitable process, emphasizing that

resolving land disputes remains a key pillar of national

reconciliation, particularly in northern Sri Lanka, where

the military continues to control portions of land

seized during the civil war. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government intensifies

nationwide anti-drug campaign

(lm) Sri Lanka has escalated its anti-narcotics

operations following the launch of the “Ratam Ekata –

A Nation United” campaign, a nationwide initiative

unveiled by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on

October 30 to combat drug trafficking and abuse

through coordinated state and community action.

At the campaign’s launch in Colombo, President

Dissanayake announced plans to establish a National

Operation Center integrating the police, military,

Customs, Immigration, Motor Traffic, and intelligence

services to coordinate efforts against drug trafficking.

He also warned police officers and public officials

linked to narcotics networks to resign immediately or

face dismissal, calling for a “people’s movement” to

root out corruption and end Sri Lanka’s drug crisis.

[Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

As part of the new campaign, authorities reported

major enforcement successes, including a deep-sea
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naval operation off the country’s western coast in

which the Sri Lanka Navy seized over 350 kilograms of

heroin and crystal methamphetamine (ice) concealed

aboard a local multi-day fishing vessel. The narcotics,

estimated at LKR 5 billion (USD 17 million), were turned

over to the Police Narcotics Bureau for investigation

along with the detained suspects. [Daily Mirror 4]

In parallel, police conducted 987 raids across the

country on October 30, arresting 971 suspects and

confiscating 735 grams of heroin, 2.4 kilograms of

methamphetamine, 603 grams of cannabis, and nearly

97,300 cannabis plants under the “Ratam Ekata”

operation. [Daily Mirror 5]

In a follow-up operation on November 2, police

arrested 738 additional suspects, including 12 directly

linked to narcotics and organized crime networks. The

nationwide sweep involved checks on more than

29,000 individuals and 4,000 vehicles, leading to the

detention of hundreds with outstanding warrants and

dozens for liquor and traffic offences. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Navy receives new firearms for

maritime security operations

(lm) The Sri Lanka Navy has taken delivery of new

firearms and ammunition for use by its Onboard

Security Teams (OBST) as part of ongoing efforts to

regulate and support maritime security operations in

cooperation with private contractors.

The weapons were handed over under regulations

outlined in Gazette Extraordinary No. 2449/27 issued in

August 2025. The arrangement authorizes the Navy to

manage, store, and transport firearms used by foreign

and domestic Private Maritime Security Companies

(PMSCs) operating in Sri Lankan waters. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Navy detains four Indian fishing

boats for illegal entry into territorial

waters

(lm) The Sri Lanka Navy and Coast Guard have seized

four Indian fishing boats and detained 35 Indian

fishermen for allegedly poaching in Sri Lankan waters

near Veththalakerni and Analativu Island in the Jaffna

District, located in the island’s northern region.

Sri Lanka’s naval authorities have been conducting

frequent patrols in northern waters to curb illegal
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fishing, which has long been a source of tension

between Sri Lanka and India’s Tamil Nadu state.

Colombo maintains that Indian trawlers encroach on

its maritime territory, damaging local fish stocks and

livelihoods of Sri Lankan fishermen, while New Delhi

continues to call for humane treatment and diplomatic

resolution of such incidents. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Audit reveals army using 73

government vehicles without formal

authorization

(lm) An official audit has found that the Sri Lanka Army

has been using 73 vehicles belonging to various

government ministries and departments without

formally taking them over. The vehicles were

reportedly in the army’s possession for several years,

with 24 of them not operational between 2014 and the

review year.

The report further revealed that of the 547 vehicles

acquired by the army during the war period, 454 lack

insurance coverage, while 221 were unused in 2024

and remain parked at army facilities. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Imports and exports decline, trade

surplus improves in August 2025

(ga) Brunei’s total trade in August 2025 was valued at

BND 1,708.8 million (USD 1,264.5 million), a 15.5
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percent decrease compared to BND 2,022.8 million

(USD 1,497.9 million) in August 2024. Exports

amounted to BND 1,111.7 million (USD 822.7 million),

while imports stood at BND 597.1 million (USD 442.9

million), resulting in a trade surplus of BND 514.6

million (USD 380.8 million), up 4.4 percent year-on-year

The decline in exports was driven by lower shipments

of mineral fuels and chemicals, which fell by 9.2

percent and 15.4 percent, respectively. Crude oil

exports dropped 32.2 percent to BND 217.6 million

(USD 161 million), while liquefied natural gas (LNG)

exports decreased 4.8 percent to BND 255.4 million

(USD 189 million). In contrast, exports of other

petroleum and gas products rose by 8.2 percent and

5.1 percent, respectively

On the import side, the total value decreased 21.9

percent year-on-year, with mineral fuels making up the

largest share at BND 313.6 million (USD 232.1 million)

(52.5 percent), followed by machinery and transport

equipment at BND 109.9 million (USD 81.3 million)

(18.4 percent) and food at BND 60.1 million (USD 44.5

million) (10.1 percent). Major import partners were

Malaysia (16.5 percent), United Arab Emirates (16.3

percent), and Australia (11.7 percent)

Australia remained Brunei’s top export destination,

accounting for 21.6 percent of exports, followed by

China (18.2 percent) and Singapore (16 percent). The

oil and gas sector represented 42.5 percent of total

exports, while non-oil and gas products made up 57.5

percent, reflecting diversification in export

composition

Sea transport remained the primary mode of trade,

handling over 92 percent of total trade value, followed

by air and land transport. Intermediate goods

dominated imports at BND 351.2 million (USD 260

million) (58.8 percent), with capital goods contributing

36.5 percent and consumption goods 4.7 percent.

[Brunei's Department of Economic Planning and

Statistics]

Cambodia: 70 percent renewable power

by 2030 target with USD five billion in new

projects

(gm) Cambodia has set a goal to raise renewable

energy generation to 70 percent by 2030, supported by

23 new projects valued at about USD five billion.

Minister of Mines and Energy Keo Rottanak announced

the plan at the World Green and Sustainability Summit

2025 in Phnom Penh on October 30, outlining a
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strategy to balance economic growth, energy security

and social inclusion.

Renewables currently account for 64 percent of

Cambodia’s power mix, with solar expected to lead

future expansion. Falling technology costs and regional

connectivity under the ASEAN Power Grid are expected

to accelerate progress.

The projects focus on scaling solar capacity, upgrading

1.5 and 2.3 kilovolt transmission lines, and

modernizing control systems to overcome grid

constraints. Earlier this year, Cambodia launched its

first grid scale energy storage facility in Kampong

Chhnang, certified to international standards, to

improve supply stability.

To attract investment, the government has introduced

solar guarantees, standardized project agreements,

and is working with ASEAN to align investment rules.

An energy efficiency fund will also support small and

medium enterprises in accessing affordable green

financing. Rottanak said the transition will create new

jobs in construction, engineering, and operations, with

a focus on gender inclusion. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Coastal climate resilience

project completed

(gm) A four-year, USD 5 million climate adaptation

project in Kep and Preah Sihanouk provinces has

concluded, with discussions now underway for a

follow-up phase to strengthen community resilience

against climate risks.

The project, implemented from 2021 to 2025, was

funded by the Adaptation Fund through UN-Habitat

and coordinated by the Ministry of Environment’s

National Council for Sustainable Development. The

Adaptation Fund is an international climate finance

mechanism established to support developing

countries in adapting to the adverse effects of climate

change.

Project outcomes include the restoration of 58

hectares of mangrove forest, rehabilitation of coastal

water gates and canals, and construction of 19 model

climate-resilient houses—seven in Preah Sihanouk and

12 in Kep—for vulnerable families. Other initiatives

included improved drainage systems, weather

monitoring stations, and an early warning network for

coastal hazards.
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Officials from the Ministry of Environment, provincial

authorities, and UN-Habitat representatives agreed to

explore a new phase focused on scaling up successful

models and further integrating climate resilience into

local development planning. [Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia: Prabowo rejects authoritarian

label amid mounting rights concerns

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto has rejected growing

accusations that his leadership style is authoritarian,

insisting that he remains open to public criticism.

Speaking at the National Police headquarters on

October 31, Prabowo said he often listens to online

commentators who criticize his government and

reflects on their remarks. “I often watch podcasts at

night and sometimes I get annoyed, but I take notes

[on criticisms],” he said. “Is it true, am I really

authoritarian? I don’t think so.” [The Jakarta Post]

His comments come amid rising concern from civil

society groups and international observers who warn

of an erosion of Indonesia’s democratic safeguards.

Rights organizations such as Amnesty International

Indonesia and Impartial have criticized the

administration for what they describe as increasing

military influence in civilian institutions, the weakening

of judicial accountability, and a shrinking space for

dissent. A recent Amnesty report said the government

has presided over a “massive erosion of human rights”

through restrictive laws and the use of security

agencies to silence protest movements.

Activists have also pointed to lenient sentences

handed to soldiers accused of human rights abuses

and the expansion of the military’s role in bureaucratic

and regional governance structures. These trends, they

argue, mark a step back from the democratic reforms

achieved since the fall of Suharto in 1998 — a figure

with whom Prabowo shares personal and historical

ties.

In his remarks, Prabowo maintained that criticism is

essential to prevent leaders from “falling into

mistakes,” urging future officials not to fear public

scrutiny. “Criticism is good,” he said. “But I have a

philosophy that in serving the nation, one must not be

driven by resentment.”

While Prabowo has portrayed himself as a pragmatic

and disciplined leader focused on stability, analysts say

his response reflects the growing unease surrounding

Indonesia’s democratic trajectory under his first year in

power (read more AiR No. 43, October/2025, 4).
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Indonesia: Second probe launched into

poisoning cases linked to President

Prabowo’s free school meal program

(ms) Indonesian authorities have launched a second

investigation into widespread food poisoning cases

linked to President Prabowo Subianto’s Free

Nutritional Meal (MBG) Program, after nearly 700

students in Yogyakarta Province fell ill on October 29.

The national initiative, introduced in January 2025, is

one of Prabowo’s flagship welfare programs aimed at

combating child malnutrition by providing free meals

to schoolchildren and pregnant women.

According to the education NGO JPPI, more than

15,000 children across Indonesia have fallen ill since

the program began, prompting renewed calls for

tighter oversight or even a temporary suspension. The

National Nutrition Agency (BGN), which administers

the scheme, has blamed poor hygiene, inadequate

refrigeration, and delayed deliveries for the incidents.

Several regional kitchens have been temporarily shut

down.

On October 29, Prabowo established a ministerial task

force composed of the health minister, education

officials, and BGN leadership to investigate the food

safety lapses and strengthen supervision. The

president defended the initiative, noting that the

poisoning cases represented a small fraction of the 70

million meals distributed nationwide this year.

Amid the growing scrutiny, the Indonesian Army

announced a plan to cultivate thousands of hectares of

farmland to stabilize ingredient supplies for MBG

kitchens across the country. Army Chief of Staff

General Maruli Simanjuntak said soldiers had been

ordered to plant vegetables, fruits, and staple crops to

support the program and mitigate price pressures as

food demand rises.

Farming projects have already begun on plots totaling

more than 1,300 hectares across West Java, Lampung,

and South Sumatra, with hundreds of young farmers

being trained to manage operations. The Army is also

expanding small-scale poultry production, focusing on

laying hens for faster, sustained egg supply.

Deputy BGN Head Nanik Sudaryati Deyang praised the

initiative, saying the additional supply would help

prevent price spikes and maintain steady distribution

as the number of MBG kitchens grows. [Antara]

[Channel News Asia] [Reuters]
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Indonesia: President Prabowo warns of

USD 8 billion annual loss to online

gambling, signaling crackdown

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto has warned that

Indonesia loses about USD 8 billion each year to online

gambling, calling it a major economic drain and

signaling an impending nationwide crackdown.

Speaking at the 2025 APEC Summit in Gyeongju, South

Korea, Prabowo said the losses stem from capital

outflows tied to illegal online betting platforms

operating across borders. He urged stronger

international cooperation to curb transnational crimes

such as gambling, smuggling, and corruption, which he

said “undermine national stability and drain public

wealth.”

Indonesia already bans gambling but continues to

battle a surge in digital operations hosted abroad. The

Communications Ministry and Financial Services

Authority (OJK) have blocked nearly 24,000 bank

accounts and millions of gambling-related web pages.

Analysts said Prabowo’s remarks reflect a tougher

stance that could lead to heightened financial

monitoring, cyber-policing, and regional coordination

to trace illicit money flows. [Antara]

Indonesia: Former president’s ally to join

ruling party, deepening consolidation of

power under new administration

(ms) Budi Arie Setiadi, chairman of the ProJo

movement and a former minister in former President

Joko Widodo’s cabinet, has announced his intention to

join Gerindra, the ruling party of President Prabowo

Subianto, marking the next step of consolidation of

power under, and thereby weaking of potential

opposition forces against Prabowo, since taking over

office.  

ProJo, short for Pro Jokowi, was created in 2014 to

mobilize grassroots support for former president

Jokowi and his reformist agenda. Over the past decade,

it evolved into one of the country’s most influential

volunteer networks. Budi said during a ProJo congress

in Jakarta that his move to Gerindra aims to “reinforce

the President’s political agenda and national unity.” He

also announced that ProJo would update its logo to
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move away from Jokowi’s image, signalling a transition

toward a broader political identity.

The announcement follows a period of increasing

cooperation between Jokowi and Prabowo, who

contested the 2014 and 2019 presidential elections as

opponents before forming an alliance. Many figures

from Jokowi’s circle have since joined the new

administration, reflecting a consolidation of political

forces across party lines.

Analysts view the integration of ProJo into Gerindra as

further strengthening Prabowo’s political position,

giving his government access to the extensive

grassroots infrastructure once associated with Jokowi’s

popular support base. However, the shift has also

raised questions about the state of political pluralism

in Indonesia, as the ruling coalition now includes most

major parties, leaving limited room for opposition.

Observers note that ProJo’s move from a civic

volunteer movement to alignment with a ruling party

highlights a broader pattern in Indonesian politics —

where civil organizations often become absorbed into

established power structures. Supporters argue the

consolidation brings stability and continuity, while

critics caution it could weaken democratic competition

and accountability in Southeast Asia’s largest

democracy. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Government drafts new law as

500 inmates await execution

(ms) Indonesia’s Ministry of Law and Human Rights is

drafting a new law to regulate the timing and

procedures of executions, as nearly 500 inmates

remain on death row without clarity over when their

sentences will be carried out.

Director General of Legislation Dhahana Putra said the

lack of procedural rules has created “an extraordinary

wait” for prisoners, calling it a serious legal and

humanitarian issue. The Bill on Procedures for the

Implementation of the Death Penalty would require

executions to take place within 30 days of a final

verdict, under controlled and closed conditions.

The bill also mandates formal notification to the

president, the courts, human rights bodies, and the

inmate’s family. If the president fails to decide on

clemency within 90 days, the commutation to life

imprisonment would be automatically granted.
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Indonesia’s new Criminal Code (KUHP), set to take

effect on January 2, 2026, redefines the death penalty

as a last resort, making it an alternative to life

imprisonment or a 20-year term.

While Indonesia maintains the death penalty for

crimes such as terrorism, drug trafficking, and

premeditated murder, executions have slowed

significantly in recent years amid growing human rights

criticism. The last known executions took place in 2016,

when four drug convicts were shot by firing squad.

Officials say the new bill aims to ensure legal certainty

and transparency, though rights advocates continue to

urge Indonesia to abolish capital punishment entirely.

[Antara]

Indonesia: Press freedom concerns mount

as Agriculture Ministry pursues

multimillion-dollar lawsuit against Tempo

magazine

(ms) A high-profile defamation lawsuit filed by

Indonesia’s Agriculture Ministry against Tempo

magazine has intensified concerns about declining

press freedom under President Prabowo Subianto’s

administration. The case, currently being heard at the

South Jakarta District Court, centers on a May 2025

investigative report that alleged irregularities in the

state-led distribution of rice — a key program in

Prabowo’s food security agenda.

The ministry is seeking IDR 200 billion (USD 12 million)

in damages, accusing Tempo of defaming its reputation

through a headline and social media post titled “Poles-

poles Beras Busuk” (“Polishing Rotten Rice”). The outlet

maintains that its reporting was accurate and

conducted in line with journalistic ethics, and that the

term busuk was used in the descriptive sense of

“damaged,” not as a personal attack. The case had

already been mediated by the Press Council, which

under Indonesia’s 1999 Press Law serves as the proper

authority for resolving disputes involving the media.

Civil society organizations, including Amnesty

International Indonesia and the Alliance of

Independent Journalists (AJI), have condemned the

lawsuit as an attempt to intimidate critical journalism.

At a solidarity rally outside the courthouse on 3

November, AJI warned that allowing the case to

proceed in a civil court rather than through the Press

Council “sets a dangerous precedent” that could
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expose media outlets to arbitrary litigation from

government institutions.

Observers note that the lawsuit reflects a broader

trend under the Prabowo government, which has

shown increasing intolerance toward critical reporting

through police complaints and legal threats. The case

also revives memories of the Suharto-era restrictions

on Tempo, which was banned twice in the 1980s and

1990s for its investigative coverage of corruption and

defense procurement.

Press advocates say the court’s decision will serve as a

key test of Indonesia’s commitment to media freedom

and democratic accountability, amid growing fears of a

narrowing civic space. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Government elevates nuclear

power to a pillar of net zero strategy

(ms) Indonesia is moving closer to embracing nuclear

power as a central component of its plan to achieve

Net Zero Emissions (NZE) by 2060, according to the

Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (ESDM). The

policy marks a major shift in national energy strategy,

elevating nuclear energy from a “last-resort” option to

a key pillar of long-term decarbonization.

The Energy Ministry said the government intends to

build its first nuclear power plant by 2032, with a goal

of reaching 44 gigawatts (GW) of installed capacity by

2060. About 35 GW would supply public electricity

demand, while 9 GW would be dedicated to hydrogen

production.

The plan follows decades of groundwork that began in

the 1960s, when Indonesia built three research

reactors in Bandung, Yogyakarta, and Serpong.

Officials say the country already has a strong legal

foundation through Law No. 10/1967 on Nuclear

Energy and the 2025–2045 National Long-Term

Development Plan, which recognizes nuclear power as

part of the official energy mix.

Indonesia is now actively engaging with foreign

partners to accelerate nuclear development. State-

owned company PT PAL Indonesia has collaborated

with Russia’s Rosatom on a feasibility study for small

modular reactors (SMRs), while discussions with China

focus on modular reactor technology. Other potential

partners include South Korea, Canada, and the United

States, all of which have expressed interest in

supporting Indonesia’s nuclear roadmap through

investment, technology transfer, or safety training.
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A single reactor could cost around 3.8 billion USD and

take up to five years to construct. Despite high costs,

the government argues that nuclear energy offers

stable, low-carbon electricity essential for balancing

intermittent renewable sources like solar and wind.

Safety remains a critical issue. Indonesia’s Nuclear

Energy Regulatory Agency (BAPETEN) is tightening

oversight standards to mitigate risks associated with

earthquakes and volcanic activity. Officials emphasize

that only sites meeting strict geological and

environmental criteria will be approved.

If successful, Indonesia would become Southeast Asia’s

first country to operate a nuclear power plant, marking

a historic milestone in the region’s transition toward

cleaner, more resilient energy systems. [Antara]

[Indonesian Business Times]

Indonesia: ADB approves USD 180 Million

loan for geothermal expansion

(ms) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved

a USD 180 million loan to support state-owned PT Geo

Dipa Energi (Persero) in expanding geothermal power

generation across Java Island.

According to ADB, the financing will fund construction

and testing of two 55-megawatt units, supplying clean

baseload power to the Java–Bali grid and cutting

carbon emissions by over 550,000 tons annually.

Indonesia holds the world’s largest geothermal

potential at 29 gigawatts, yet only 2.1 gigawatts have

been developed due to high costs and exploration

risks.

The loan builds on earlier ADB support, including a

USD 10 million grant from Japan’s JFJCM in 2023 to

install advanced technology at Geo Dipa’s Patuha Unit

2 plant. [Antara]

Indonesia: Anti-graft agency seizes gas

plant in state energy corruption case

(ms) Indonesia’s anti-corruption agency has seized a

gas plant and 13 pipelines linked to an alleged fraud

scheme at Perusahaan Gas Negara (PGN), the

country’s state-owned natural gas distributor and a

subsidiary of the national oil and gas company

Pertamina.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-jrd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-jrh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-jrk/


The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) said the

assets—located in Cilegon, an industrial city in Banten

Province, including a 300-square-meter site, a two-

story office, and pipelines totaling 7.6 kilometers in

length. The confiscation followed an audit by the

Supreme Audit Agency (BPK), which estimated state

losses of about 15 million USD.

Investigators allege that in 2017 PGN approved an

irregular gas purchase from Inti Alasindo Energy (IAE),

using Banten Inti Gasindo (BIG) as collateral to conceal

financial discrepancies. Former PGN president director

Hendi Prio Santoso and several other executives have

been named as suspects.

PGN manages more than 10,000 kilometers of gas

pipelines and plays a key role in Indonesia’s energy

infrastructure. The case highlights ongoing concerns

about governance and transparency within Indonesia’s

state-owned enterprises, which dominate large sectors

of the national economy. [Antara]

Indonesia: Government authorizes direct

loans to local authorities and SOEs amid

budget tightening

Indonesia has introduced new rules allowing the

central government to lend directly to local authorities

and state-owned enterprises (SOEs), a policy shift

aimed at sustaining infrastructure and development

projects as fiscal pressures mount. The regulation,

signed in September and made public on October 28,

permits loans exceeding 12 months to be issued from

the state budget, subject to parliamentary approval

and financial risk assessments.

Officials said the measure is designed to provide

cheaper, more coordinated funding for development

programs carried out by regional governments and

SOEs. It comes as President Prabowo Subianto’s

administration cuts “regional autonomy” transfers by

20 percent to 693 trillion rupiah (USD 41.8 billion) in

the 2026 budget, redirecting spending toward his

flagship free school meals program and increased

defense allocations, while keeping the deficit under the

3 percent of GDP cap.

Local leaders have criticized the reduction in transfers,

warning it could constrain regional budgets and force

local tax increases. By introducing central lending, the

government aims to fill this gap while tightening fiscal

oversight.
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Analysts view the move as a recentralization of fiscal

control, reversing aspects of the decentralization policy

that empowered local administrations after 2001. The

lending framework gives the Finance Ministry greater

influence over how regional and SOE projects are

financed but also increases exposure to repayment

risks.

Economists say the change reflects Jakarta’s pragmatic

approach to budget management, maintaining growth

momentum without breaching fiscal limits. However, it

could heighten dependency on central funding and

challenge transparency at subnational levels,

reshaping the balance of power between the central

and regional governments in Southeast Asia’s largest

economy. [Reuters] [The Business Times]

Indonesia: Government grants mineral

export permit, signaling loosening of

export restrictions

(ms) Indonesia has approved a temporary export

permit for PT Amman Mineral International to ship

copper concentrate, following a fire at the company’s

new smelter in West Nusa Tenggara Province earlier

this year. The decision, confirmed by the Energy

Ministry on October 28, allows Amman to resume

exports for up to six months under a force majeure

exemption, marking a notable deviation from

Indonesia’s strict raw mineral export ban.

The export ban, implemented in mid-2023, is a central

pillar of President Joko Widodo’s strategy to force

miners to process minerals domestically and create a

competitive downstream industry in metals such as

nickel, bauxite, and copper. The policy aims to capture

more value from Indonesia’s vast natural resources

and reduce dependence on commodity exports.

However, the Amman case highlights the growing

tension between policy ambition and on-the-ground

realities. Smelter construction projects have faced

delays due to financing hurdles, technical setbacks,

and infrastructure constraints. The fire at Amman’s

plant stalled production, leaving the company unable

to process its output or meet export targets.

By granting an exemption, Jakarta has signaled a more

flexible and pragmatic approach — one that preserves

operational stability and investor confidence while

maintaining its long-term commitment to domestic

industrialization. Analysts say this may reflect a

broader recognition that rigid enforcement of the

export ban could risk supply disruptions, revenue
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losses, and reduced investor interest in new mining

ventures.

Indonesia is the world’s seventh-largest copper

producer, and developments in its mineral policy carry

global implications. Any sustained policy adjustment

could affect international supply chains for key

materials used in renewable energy, semiconductors,

and electric vehicles, areas where copper remains

indispensable. [Mining] [Mining Weekly]

Indonesia: Illegal mining damages 13,000

hectares of forest in new capital

Nusantara

(ms) More than 13,000 hectares of forest within

Indonesia’s new capital site, Nusantara, have been

damaged by illegal mining and farming, authorities

said on October 30, in what analysts see as another

setback for the ambitious city project.

The Inspector responsible states that around 4,200

hectares were turned into unlicensed coal mines and

8,300 hectares cleared for plantations. Authorities

recently seized trucks carrying illegally mined coal near

the Samboja-Balikpapan Tollgate, about 30 kilometers

from the new presidential palace.

The Nusantara Capital Authority called the destruction

a “serious warning,” as the city was designed to

preserve 75 percent of its 252,000-hectare area as

green space. Officials pledged to tighten patrols and

investigate those behind the damage.

The revelations add to mounting challenges for

Nusantara’s construction, which has been hampered

by funding gaps, delays, and environmental concerns.

The government has struggled to attract private

investors for the USD 35 billion project, while

environmental groups warn that deforestation and

land degradation threaten its goal of becoming a

“green city.”

Illegal mining remains widespread across Indonesia,

where unregulated operations have caused

deforestation and pollution in several provinces,

underscoring the country’s difficulties in enforcing

environmental and governance standards even in its

highest-profile development zones. [The Jakarta Post]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-jyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-jyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-jyt/


Indonesia: Government revokes 190

fertilizer permits over price violations

Indonesia’s government has revoked 190 fertilizer

business permits after distributors and retailers failed

to comply with a mandated 20 percent price reduction,

Agriculture Minister Andi Amran Sulaiman announced

on October 31.

The decision followed nationwide inspections in

Lampung, Maluku, and Sulawesi, revealing widespread

violations of Ministerial Decree No. 1117/2025, which

lowered retail fertilizer prices to protect farmers from

cartel practices.

“Farmers have long been exploited by cartels. Now the

state must act firmly,” Sulaiman said, adding that

revoked permit holders will be permanently barred

from operating.

He also warned regional managers of state-owned

Pupuk Indonesia that failure to enforce pricing rules

could result in dismissal. [Antara]

Indonesia: Government to build 30

unmanned submarines to secure strategic

sea lanes

(ms) Indonesia’s Ministry of Defense plans to produce

30 autonomous submarines to strengthen maritime

security across its key sea lanes, according to Defense

Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin.

The unmanned vessels, known as Kapal Selam Otonom

(KSOT), are being developed by state-owned

shipbuilder PT PAL Indonesia. The initiative follows a

successful torpedo test launch near Surabaya on

October 30, witnessed by senior military officials.

The submarines will operate in strategic “choke points”

such as the Sunda, Lombok, and Makassar Straits,

areas vital to global trade and regional security. Each

AI-powered, electric-propelled KSOT is designed for

surveillance, reconnaissance, and patrol missions,

allowing for extended operations without onboard

crew.

Minister Sjamsoeddin said the program will improve

efficiency in manpower and operational costs while

enhancing the country’s ability to monitor its vast

archipelagic waters. He noted that Indonesia becomes

the fourth nation—after the United States, Russia, and

China—to develop an autonomous submarine system.
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President Prabowo Subianto, who followed the test

remotely, has directed that production proceed quickly

so the fleet can be deployed beginning next year.

The Defense Ministry views the KSOT program as a key

component of Indonesia’s broader effort to achieve

self-reliance in defense technology and to strengthen

maritime deterrence amid growing strategic

competition in the Indo-Pacific region. [Antara]

[Defence Security Asia]

Indonesia: First Airbus A400M to be

delivered November 3, boosting airlift

capability

(ms) Indonesia will receive its first Airbus A400M Atlas

heavy transport aircraft on November 3, marking a key

step in the Air Force’s modernization drive. The aircraft

will arrive at Halim Perdanakusuma Air Force Base in

Jakarta, where Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto will

preside over the handover ceremony.

The A400M, built in Seville, Spain, is the first of two

units ordered by Indonesia, making the country the

only A400M operator in Southeast Asia. The aircraft

can carry up to 37 tons of cargo and operate from

short or unpaved runways, significantly enhancing

Indonesia’s strategic and humanitarian airlift capacity

across its vast archipelago.

Four Indonesian pilots recently completed type and

mission training at Airbus’s International Training

Center in Spain, alongside loadmasters and technicians

preparing for operations. The second A400M is

scheduled for delivery in 2026, and Indonesia already

articulated the potential acquisition of four additional

A400m. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Air Force conducts defensive

attack drills at Iswahjudi base

(ms) Indonesia’s Air Force (TNI AU) conducted

defensive surface attack training (DSAT) at Iswahjudi

Air Base as part of the Mission Oriented Training (MOT)

2025 program aimed at strengthening national air

defense capabilities.

The exercise, which ran from October 25 to November

6, focused on coordinated air-to-ground combat and

defensive maneuvers against simulated threats,
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according to Air Base Commander Air Marshal

Muchtadi Anjar Legowo.

The drills involved F-16 Fighting Falcons from

Squadrons 3 and 14, T-50i Golden Eagles from

Squadron 15, and Sukhoi Su-27/30 fighters from

Squadron 11 in Makassar. Crews carried out 12 sorties

featuring tactical maneuvers, precision strikes, and

high-speed interceptions over the Iswahjudi training

airspace. [Antara]

Laos: Preparations advance for 2026

National Elections

(ms) The Lao People’s Democratic Republic has

officially launched preparations for its 2026 national

elections, marking a major step toward organizing the

vote for the 10th Legislature of the National Assembly

and the 5th Term of Provincial People’s Councils.

At a press conference on October 28, officials

confirmed the establishment of the National Election

Committee (NEC), a 21-member body chaired by

National Assembly President Xaysomphone

Phomvihane. The NEC includes senior party and state

leaders, among them six women, underscoring a

commitment to gender inclusion and broad

representation.

The NEC held its first plenary session on October 27,

where it approved a comprehensive operational plan,

created five subcommittees—covering Secretariat

Affairs, Personnel, Propaganda and Mass Mobilization,

National Defense and Security, and Administration and

Budget—and finalized organizational procedures. The

election will allow citizens across the country to vote

for members of the National Assembly, Laos’s top

legislative body, as well as representatives to Provincial

People’s Councils, which handle governance and

development at the local level. Members of the

National Assembly serve five-year terms and are

responsible for passing laws, approving state budgets,

and overseeing the government’s performance.

The 2026 election will take place ahead of the end of

the current National Assembly’s term in March 2026, in

line with the amended 2024 Election Law, which

requires elections to be held at least 60 days before

the end of the legislature’s mandate.

Officials have described the vote as a “Great National

Festival,” emphasizing national unity, civic

participation, and the role of the elections in

strengthening the rule of law as the country prepares
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for the 12th National Congress of the Lao People’s

Revolutionary Party. [Lao News Agency]

At the same time, international observers note that

while citizens cast ballots, Laos remains a one‐party

state in which the ruling party dominates candidate

selection and limits opposition activity, with

independent assessments rating its electoral and civil-

liberties environment as very constrained.

Laos: Government advances land, labor,

and financial reforms at October meeting

(ms) The Lao government, chaired by Prime Minister

Sonexay Siphandone, held its monthly meeting for

October 2025 on November 3, focusing on measures

to strengthen land management, labor market

development, and financial oversight. The session

reviewed implementation progress on the Draft Vision

to 2045 and the Labor Market Information Strategy to

2035, and advanced several draft decrees aimed at

tightening regulation of state land allocation, the

rubber industry, border management, and banknote

circulation.

Officials also discussed preparations for the 10th

Ordinary Session of the 9th National Assembly and

reviewed national defense, public security, and socio-

economic performance in October. The Prime Minister

called for coordinated responses to economic

pressures and natural disasters, urging ministries to

deliver evidence-based policies and faster

implementation of approved measures. [Lao News

Agency]

Laos: New economic direction under

2026–2030 Strategy

(ms) The Lao government is launching a new five-year

development strategy for 2026–2030 that targets

higher industrial output, tighter fiscal management,

and modernization of the financial sector to

strengthen economic independence and stability.

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce aims for the

industrial and trade sectors to contribute 36.2 percent

of GDP, with annual growth of 12.6 percent in industry,

14.5 percent in domestic trade, and 10.6 percent in

foreign trade. The plan prioritizes value-added

production, digitalization, and energy-market reform

to boost competitiveness and diversify exports.
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At the same time, the government acknowledged

structural weaknesses in MSMEs, which employ over

80 percent of the workforce but face limited credit

access and high collateral requirements. The new plan

includes financing reforms and simplified

administrative procedures to formalize and expand

small enterprises.

The Ministry of Finance’s parallel plan emphasizes

fiscal discipline, better revenue collection, and stronger

policy coordination to reduce debt risks and stabilize

public finances. The Bank of Laos, in its own 2026–

2030 framework, set priorities of financial oversight,

digital banking expansion, and cross-border payment

integration with neighboring economies to enhance

efficiency and transparency.

As part of its broader economic diversification, Laos is

also promoting eco-friendly entrepreneurship and

circular economy initiatives. At a recent national

seminar on waste management, officials and business

leaders explored how recycling, urban waste

reduction, and sustainable tourism can generate new

income sources and green jobs. The approach reflects

the government’s intent to align economic growth with

environmental sustainability.

Together, these reforms mark a shift toward industrial-

led growth, financial modernization, and green

innovation, as Laos prepares for its expected

graduation from Least Developed Country status later

this decade. [The Laotian Times 1] [The Laotian Times

2] [The Laotian Times 3]

Malaysia: Employees’ social security

amendment bill tables for the first

reading

(tl/dql) Human Resource Minister Steven Sim has

tabled the Employees’ Social Security (Amendment) Bill

2025 in the House of Representatives for its first

reading, with the second reading scheduled for the

current Parliament sitting.

The bill proposes the Non-Employment Accident Injury

Scheme, which extends social security protections to

employees for accidents occurring outside working

hours. Amendments to the Employees’ Social Security

Act 1969 include entitlements to disablement,

dependants’, funeral, and medical benefits for non-

employment injuries. Additionally, dependents'

children may be eligible for education benefits such as

loans or scholarships, in case the dependents passed

away from non-employment injuries. [Malay Mail]
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Welcoming the bill as a milestone in the country’s

social protection, the Malaysian Trades Union

Congress (MTUC) has called for the prompt enactment.

He urged the government to treat the expanded

coverage as a fundamental right rather than a

discretionary benefit and to establish a clear

enforcement date with a simple registration process to

ensure universal access.

Abdul Halim also stressed the need to reduce

bureaucracy, ensure transparency, and expedite

claims to prioritize workers’ interests. He noted that

MTUC will cooperate with the Human Resources

Ministry (KESUMA), the Social Security Organisation

(SOCSO), and other stakeholders to define fair

implementation and contribution mechanisms that do

not burden workers’ incomes. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Government to form National

Children’s Commission 

(tl) The Malaysian government is considering the

establishment of a National Children’s Commission to

strengthen the protection, welfare, and promotion of

children’s rights, Law and Institutional Reform Minister

Azalina Othman Said announced.

She explained that the proposal will undergo a

comprehensive review to define its mandate,

organizational structure, legal framework, and funding

arrangements, ensuring it complements existing

institutions and avoids duplication of functions. In the

interim, the government plans to enhance the

autonomy of the Children’s Commissioner under

SUHAKAM, which currently addresses issues related to

the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

Highlighting the scale of the challenge, Azalina noted

that Malaysia’s child population reached 9.13 million in

2023, representing 27.4 percent of the total

population, underscoring the need for stronger

governance and oversight mechanisms. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government mulls to link

schools CCTV to Police network amid

rising bullying cases

(tl) Malaysia’s Home Ministry is considering integrating

school CCTV systems with the Royal Malaysia Police

(PDRM) network to enable real-time surveillance and
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improve campus security, according to Home Minister

Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail.

The Education Ministry has allocated USD 1.68 million

(MYR 8 million) for CCTV installations in schools, which

may be connected to PDRM’s monitoring system.

Police will also increase patrols and visibility near

school areas to enhance safety.

From 2022 to mid-2025, authorities recorded 687

bullying incidents in schools, including 105 cases in the

first half of 2025 alone. Following amendments to the

Penal Code, police opened 87 investigation papers on

bullying between August and September. Additionally,

112 rape cases and two murder cases were reported

within school premises during the same period. [Malay

Mail]

Malaysia: Roblox and UMI to ban amid

children’s safety concerns

(tl) The Malaysian government is considering whether

to ban online gaming platforms Roblox and UMI over

worries about their impact on children’s safety and

behavior, as unveiled by Women, Family and

Community Development Minister Nancy Shukri.

Nancy explained that discussions are ongoing and that

Malaysia will observe Australia’s upcoming regulations

on Roblox, which are expected to take effect in

December, before deciding on a local response. She

emphasized the need to ensure any policy aligns with

Malaysia’s cultural and social context.

The issue has gained attention following a violent

incident in Johor, where a six-year-old boy was

seriously injured by his nine-year-old brother after an

argument related to a Roblox gameplay. Police are still

investigating the motive. [Malay Mail 1]

Meanwhile, Youth and Sport Minister, Hannah Yeoh

said, Roblox has pledged to enhance user safety on its

platform through a combination of artificial intelligence

(AI) monitoring and human oversight. The company

has also agreed to collaborate with the Malaysian

government on data sharing and regulatory

compliance. [Malay Mail 2]

Malaysia: Government to decriminalize

drug use and small-scale possession
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(tl) The Malaysian government has formed the

technical committee to work on the possible

decriminalization of drug use and small possession.

Deputy Health Minister Lukanisman Awang Sani said

the review includes examining provisions under the

Dangerous Drugs Act, particularly Section 15(1)(a),

which criminalizes drug consumption. He emphasized

that discussions remain in the early stages as the

committee continues engaging with various

stakeholders and gathering feedback.

While the government has avoided repealing laws that

criminalize drug use, it earlier revised the Drug

Dependents (Treatment and Rehabilitation) Act to

steer users into rehabilitation instead of prison.

Speaking at Malaysia’s first Drug Policy Summit,

Lukanisman expressed support for recognizing drug

use as a public health issue rather than a criminal one.

He stressed that many drug users are young,

educated, and productive individuals who should be

rehabilitated instead of punished under outdated

colonial-era laws.

The summit, organized by the Drug Policy Program

under the Malaysian AIDS Council, gathered

policymakers, health experts, law enforcement

officials, and civil society groups. The summit’s

recommendations will be reviewed by the

decriminalization committee. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Sabah state election seat

allocation talks between Barisan Nasional

and Pakatan Harapan in final stage

(tl) Seat-sharing talks between Barisan Nasional (BN)

and Pakatan Harapan (PH)—two major political

coalitions in Malaysia—for the upcoming 17th Sabah

state election have entered their final phase, with

about 70 percent of discussions concluded, according

to Sabah BN Chairman Bung Moktar Radin.

He said only a few constituencies remain unresolved,

with final meetings expected in early November. Bung

Moktar noted the delay stemmed from both parties

expressing interest in contesting certain overlapping

seats. He also confirmed that BN will contest fewer

seats than initially planned, previously targeting 48.

The state election nominations are set for November

15, with polling scheduled for November 29. [Malay

Mail]
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Malaysia: Government allocates over USD

4 billion to aid low-income groups

(ga) The Malaysian government has allocated nearly

MYR 20 billion (USD 4.2 billion) in 2025 for assistance

programs aimed at the low-income group, contributing

to a reduction in the country’s hardcore poverty rate to

0.09 percent, according to Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim.

Anwar said the allocation includes initiatives such as

the Rahmah Cash Contribution (STR), Rahmah Basic

Contribution (SARA), and assistance from the Social

Welfare Department (JKM), with additional support

from state governments and state Islamic religious

councils. Based on data, the number of hardcore poor

households has declined, with most cases resolved

through coordinated efforts between federal and state

authorities.

He further explained that eradicating hardcore poverty

requires continuous cooperation with state

governments, particularly in Kelantan and Kedah, to

improve tracking and aid coordination.

Anwar, who also serves as Finance Minister, said

measures such as increasing the minimum wage from

MYR 1,200 (UDS 252) to MYR 1,700 (USD 357) and

implementing a 25 to 30 percent salary adjustment for

lower-income civil servants are part of broader efforts

to reduce income disparities.

As of now, more than 80 percent of SARA aid recipients

have redeemed their MYR 100 (USD 21) assistance,

with participation expanding to over 2,000 small rural

shops, up from around 180 when the program began.

The government, moreover, continues to prioritize

Sabah, Sarawak, Terengganu, Kelantan, and Kedah

through STR and SARA distributions, with aid delivery

methods adapted to local needs, including longhouse

communities.

Anwar added that the government is integrating the

Main Data Base (PADU) with Malaysian identity card

and other aid systems to prevent duplication and

ensure targeted assistance. Additionally, other related

programs are being expanded to help families

establish sustainable incomes and avoid returning to

poverty. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Government to upgrade rail

infrastructure to shift freight from roads

to rails
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(ga) The Malaysian government will enhance rail

infrastructure nationwide to increase the use of rail

transport for cargo movement from the current 1

percent to at least 10 percent under the 13th Malaysia

Plan (13MP), according to Transport Minister Anthony

Loke.

The initiative, announced after the National Logistics

Task Force (NLTF) meeting in Putrajaya, aims to reduce

road congestion, lower accident rates involving heavy

vehicles, and support the country’s environmental

sustainability goals. The improvements include

extending the siding track at the North Butterworth

Container Terminal, upgrading the Pasir Mas–Rantau

Panjang railway line, and expanding the Padang Besar

depot.

To ensure seamless freight movement, the

government will also strengthen first- and last-mile

connectivity, which includes increasing the number of

locomotives and wagons through a leasing model,

developing new cargo hub terminals, and building spur

line connections to strategic industrial areas.

Loke added that a special working group will be

established with Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad

(MAHB) to realign policies and address issues affecting

cargo handling efficiency at Kuala Lumpur

International Airport (KLIA). The group will focus on

improving customs clearance speed and air cargo

capacity, as KLIA currently handles only about one-

third of Changi Airport’s total cargo volume.

Meanwhile, the Pasir Mas–Rantau Panjang rail line

upgrade, valued at MYR 264 million (USD 55.44

million), has been approved under Rolling Plan 1 of the

13MP and will be implemented by the Railway Assets

Corporation (RAC) starting next year. [Bernama] [Malay

Mail]

Malaysia: 10,000 police officers deployed

for 17th Sabah state election security

(ga) The Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM) will deploy

approximately 10,000 personnel to ensure security

and the smooth conduct of the 17th Sabah state

election, scheduled from nomination day on

November 15 to polling day on November 29,

according to Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution.

He said that additional assistance from the Sarawak

Police Contingent would be mobilized if needed. All

police leave has been temporarily frozen, except for

cases with specific approval.
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Saifuddin, who received a briefing from Sabah Police

Commissioner Jauteh Dikun, stated that preparations

include training for ballot box security, monitoring in

remote areas, and inter-agency coordination through

simulations and briefings.

He further stressed that the police’s role extends

beyond maintaining order, focusing also on ensuring

that voters can perform their civic duties safely and

confidently. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Election Commission

announces second phase of polls for

January 2026

(su) The Union Election Commission (UEC) has

announced that the second phase of Myanmar’s multi-

party general election will take place on 11 January

2026, covering 100 townships nationwide. The decision

follows the first phase of voting, scheduled for 28

December 2025, which will be held in 102 townships

designated under Notification No. 56/2025.

According to the UEC, the two-phase election plan aims

to gradually restore parliamentary governance under

the junta’s “multi-party democratic system.” The first

phase will reportedly include townships in Yangon,

Mandalay, Bago, Sagaing, and Shan, while the second

phase expands coverage to additional areas across all

regions and states, such as Machanbaw, Mohnyin, and

Waingmaw (Kachin State); Demoso and Hpruso (Kayah

State); Hpapun and Hlaingbwe (Kayin State); and key

townships in Magway, Mon, Ayeyawady, and

Taninthayi Regions.

The UEC said it would proceed with polling in areas

“where conditions permit,” acknowledging that conflict

in several parts of the country continues to hinder

logistics and voter access. Critics have noted that both

phases combined still represent less than half of

Myanmar’s townships. [Eleven Media Group]

In a related announcement, the Commission

confirmed that 31 constituencies in the first phase will

not require voting, as only one candidate has

registered in each. Under Myanmar’s election law,

single nominees are automatically declared elected

without a ballot.

Of the 31 uncontested constituencies, 28 are

represented by candidates from the the military-

backed Union Solidarity and Development Party

(USDP), while others belong to smaller ethnic parties,

including the Shan and Ethnic Democratic Party, the
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Akha National Development Party, and the Wa

National Party.

The staggered voting schedule and the lack of electoral

competition have drawn criticism from opposition

groups, including the National League for Democracy

(NLD), which described the polls as a mechanism to

“legitimize dictatorship under the guise of democracy.”

 [Burmese News International]

Myanmar: Only military-backed party

visible in early election campaign in

Mandalay

(anl) Mandalay residents reported that only candidates

from the military-backed Union Solidarity and

Development Party (USDP) are holding campaign

activities on the ground a week after the official

election campaign period kicked off on October 28.

Mandalay Region is being contested by 536 candidates

from the USDP, People’s Pioneer Party (PPP), National

Unity Party (NUP), Shan and Nationalities Democratic

Party (SNDP), People’s Party (PP), Myanmar Farmers

Development Party, Socio-Economic Development

Party, New Generation Wunthanu Party, and

Democratic Force Labor Party. However, residents

noted that other parties have held few or no activities

on the ground so far, unlike the USDP.

Former Lieutenant General Mya Tun Oo, ex-Brigadier

General Teza Kyaw, and ex-university rector and MP

Dr. Maung Thin are USDP candidates for the Lower

House in Mandalay, while ex-Lieutenant General Aung

Lin Dwe and Tin Oo Lwin, a former major-general now

serving as Minister for Religious Affairs and Culture,

will contest for the Upper House. USDP candidates for

Mandalay’s regional parliament include current Chief

Minister Myo Aung and former MP Aung Kyaw Moe.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: New election law tightens

penalties for election disruption

(su/anl) The military government has enacted a new

law imposing severe punishments, including

imprisonment and possible execution, for those who

criticize or obstruct the regime’s planned general

election, which opposition groups have pledged to

boycott.
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According to the state-run Global New Light of

Myanmar, the “Law on the Protection of Multiparty

Democratic Elections from Obstruction, Disruption and

Destruction” was promulgated on October 29. The 14-

page legislation criminalizes speech, organizing,

protests, incitement, or leaflet distribution aimed at

disrupting the electoral process. Individuals convicted

under the law face three to seven years’ imprisonment,

while offenses committed by groups carry five to ten

years.

The law further stipulates penalties of up to 20 years in

prison for damaging polling stations or intimidating

voters, candidates, or election staff. Acts resulting in

death are punishable by execution.

The new law comes as authorities have struggled to

advance pre-election preparations amid widespread

conflict, with census data reportedly missing 19 million

of the country’s 51 million people due to security

constraints. Analysts warn that resistance forces may

intensify attacks as the polls draw nearer. [Mizzima]

Meanwhile, the military regime has reportedly arrested

at least 88 people for criticizing its planned election

under the election law, enacted just months ago. The

law imposes severe penalties for any form of criticism

or complaint related to the election, including prison

terms of up to three years and even the death penalty.

Rights observers say the legislation effectively

criminalizes free speech and aims to silence dissent

during the campaign period.

Recently, three film directors and two actors were

detained for reacting to online criticism of a junta film

featuring pro-regime celebrities.  Among those

detained were directors Zambu Htun Thet Lwin and

Aung Chan Lu, who were reportedly arrested for

“liking” a Facebook post critical of the production. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: National League for Democracy

denounces upcoming general election

(su) At a press conference on October 28, the National

League for Democracy (NLD) issued a statement

identifying five major flaws in the military-planned

election, describing it as a political exercise designed to

“disguise dictatorship as democracy.”

The NLD said the election lacks basic freedoms of

expression, association, and political participation, as

armed conflict continues across much of the country.

The party noted that voting could take place in only
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about one-third of Myanmar’s territory and would not

occur simultaneously nationwide, raising concerns

about fairness and transparency.

The NLD further argued that the parliament formed

after the first phase of the election would not

represent the people, as over half of its members

would be unelected military appointees. It cited Article

25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political

Rights (ICCPR), which guarantees freedom of assembly

and participation without coercion, saying the planned

election violates international democratic standards.

The statement also condemned the junta’s recently

enacted Law on the Protection of Multiparty Democratic

General Elections from Obstruction, Disruption, and

Destruction, which allows the arrest and prosecution of

individuals opposing the polls (see article above).

The NLD called on the international community not to

recognize or cooperate with the junta’s election,

warning that such engagement would legitimize

military rule and undermine the will of the Myanmar

people. It urged foreign governments to refrain from

sending election observers, to issue a joint statement

of non-recognition, and to maintain existing sanctions.

Concluding its statement, the NLD reaffirmed its

commitment to working with local political forces to

develop interim constitutions and federal frameworks

based on democracy, equality, and popular

sovereignty, aiming to establish a genuine federal

union. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Military regime, Ta’ang

National Liberation Army reach ceasefire

agreement

(su) The Myanmar military (Tatmadaw) and the Ta’ang

National Liberation Army (TNLA) have reached a

ceasefire agreement following two days of talks held in

Kunming, China, from October 27–28. The negotiations

were mediated by Deng Xijun, China’s Special Envoy for

Asian Affairs.

The Tatmadaw delegation was led by Lieutenant

General Ko Ko Oo of the National Solidarity and

Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC), while

the TNLA delegation was headed by Lieutenant

General Tar Jot Jar of the PSLF/TNLA. According to the

TNLA, both parties agreed that its troops will withdraw

from Momeik and Mongmit townships within an

agreed timeframe, and that the Tatmadaw will

suspend airstrikes and ground assaults in Ta’ang areas.
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A ceasefire came into effect on October 29, halting all

operations at existing positions.

The TNLA is a member of the Northern Alliance, a

coalition of ethnic armed organizations that also

includes the Arakan Army (AA), the Kachin

Independence Army (KIA), and the Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA). Formed in 2016,

the Alliance coordinates military and political strategies

among its members in northern Myanmar.

The “1027 Operation”—named after its launch date on

October 27, 2023—was a large-scale offensive by the

Northern Alliance aimed at seizing junta-held territory

in northern Shan State and along the China–Myanmar

border, disrupting military supply routes and border

trade hubs. The campaign led to the capture of several

towns, including Namhsan, Mantong, Namtu, Momeik,

and Kyaukme, before the Tatmadaw launched

counteroffensives to reclaim them. [Eleven Media

Group]

Myanmar: Junta intensifies nationwide

airstrikes in Mandalay and Rakhine

(su) Myanmar’s military has escalated aerial operations

across multiple regions, launching fresh airstrikes that

killed civilians in both Mandalay and Rakhine States

between October 30–31.

In Madaya Township (Mandalay Region), a junta fighter

jet bombed Won Tin Kone village on October 30, killing

a 16-year-old girl and injuring five others. Witnesses

said the bomb appeared aimed at a nearby school but

struck an area sheltering displaced residents. The

attack occurred amid the military’s ongoing attempts

to reclaim the Ingyin Myaing Air Defense Base and Si

Taw Gyi camp, both held by the Mandalay People’s

Defense Force (MDY-PDF). Local monitors reported

daily air raids in Madaya, Singu, Thabeikkyin, and

Mogok townships, urging civilians to follow air defense

alerts.

A day later, on October 31, the junta intensified

bombardments in Rakhine State, coinciding with the

China-brokered ceasefire in northern Shan State

between the military and the Ta’ang National

Liberation Army (TNLA) (see article above). The Arakan

Army (AA) said the regime had redirected its forces to

Rakhine, striking civilian areas in Rathedaung,

Ponnagyun, Pauktaw, Kyaukphyu, and Sittwe.

The AA reported that junta aircraft, naval vessels, and

drones hit towns and villages on October 30 alone,
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killing eight civilians and injuring 22. A subsequent

airstrike on Pan Nilar village in Ponnagyun Township

on October 31 killed four more people and left at least

ten critically wounded. The group accused the junta of

“brazenly committing war crimes” by targeting

populated areas and civilian infrastructure.

These attacks follow a pattern of intensified military

operations after localized ceasefires in other regions,

reflecting the regime’s strategy of shifting its aerial

campaign between active conflict zones. [Mizzima]

[The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Anti-graft body seeks plunder

charges over flood control fund misuse

(ghd) The Independent Commission for Infrastructure

(ICI) has recommended filing plunder, bribery,

malversation, and graft charges against several high-

profile lawmakers for their alleged involvement in

anomalous flood control projects. Those named in the

ICI's referral include Senators Joel Villanueva and

Jinggoy Estrada, as well as Representative Zaldy Co and

former Representative Mary Mitzi Cajayon-Uy. The ICI

has also stated that its main objective is restitution and

is now gearing up for asset forfeiture proceedings in

coordination with the Department of Public Works and

Highways (DPWH).

This investigation stemmed from an allegedly massive

corruption scheme involving infrastructure projects,

which implicated public officials and government

contractors. The ICI was created by President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to handle the investigation.

[Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin1] [Manila

Bulletin2] [Manila Bulletin3]

However, the ICI's authority is facing a separate legal

battle, as multiple petitions have been filed with the

Supreme Court challenging the commission's legality,

constitutionality, and scope of authority. Additionally,

the Supreme Court has announced it will designate

special trial courts to exclusively and speedily handle

the cases related to the flood control mess. [Inquirer3]

[Inquirer4] [Inquirer5] [Manila Bulletin4] [Manila

Bulletin5]

The implicated lawmakers have issued strong denials.

Estrada called the accusations "hearsay" and "based

on rumors." Joel Villanueva has also denied his

involvement, calling the allegations "baseless" and

"malicious." [Inquirer6] [Manila Bulletin6] [Manila

Bulletin7] [Manila Bulletin8]
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Philippines: Former President appeals

ICC’s jurisdiction

(ghd) The ICC’s investigation into alleged crimes against

humanity during former Philippine President Rodrigo

Duterte’s “war on drugs” continues to see legal

skirmishing.

On October 29, Duterte’s defense team filed an appeal

with the ICC Appeals Chamber asking the Court to

overturn the ruling that it retains jurisdiction over

alleged offenses committed from 2011 to 2019, the

period which predates the withdrawal of the

Philippines from the Rome Statute. The appeal also

seeks “interim release” and suspension of the arrest

warrant against Duterte. [Inquirer1] [Manila Bulletin1]

[Reuters]

Prosecutors and ICC stakeholders have vigorously

opposed the request, arguing that the defense has

offered no new grounds and that the circumstances of

detention and risk factors militate strongly against

interim release. They have characterized the plea as

“without merit.” [Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin2]

Separately, the ICC Appeals Chamber issued an order

for all parties to submit redacted public versions of

certain previously confidential documents in the

appeal proceedings to enhance transparency. [Manila

Bulletin3]

Philippines: Supreme Court rules that

Senator Estrada must face separate trial

for graft

(ghd) The Supreme Court has affirmed that Senator

Jinggoy Estrada's eleven graft charges will proceed to

trial, rejecting his argument that these cases should

have been dismissed following his 2024 plunder

acquittal.

Estrada contended that the graft charges were

"deemed absorbed" by the plunder case, but the high

court clarified the legal distinction. The ruling

emphasized that graft, defined as giving unwarranted

benefits to a private party, and plunder, which occurs

when a public officer unjustly enriches themselves, are

separate offenses that punish different wrongs, and

therefore, one does not automatically absorb the

other. [Inquirer]
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These cases stem from a massive political scandal

involving pork barrel funds. Allegedly, lawmakers’

discretionary funds were funneled into fake NGOs for

non-existent projects. In exchange for endorsing these

bogus NGOs, lawmakers reportedly received

substantial kickbacks, often amounting to 40 to 50

percent of the project’s value. Estrada was among the

highest profile lawmakers implicated and was accused

of receiving more than USD 3.1 million in kickbacks.

In 2014, Estrada was charged with plunder and

multiple counts of graft and was detained for three

years before being granted bail. In 2024, the

Sandiganbayan acquitted him of plunder, as the

prosecution failed to prove beyond reasonable doubt

that he breached the required threshold amount for

this crime. While he was initially found guilty of bribery

and was convicted on lesser charges, these were

subsequently reversed on appeal. [GMANews1]

[GMANews2] [GMANews3] [Inquirer2] [PhilStar]

[Rappler]

Philippines: Transition authority to

remain pending Bangsamoro Autonomous

Region of Muslim Mindanao elections

(ghd) The Office of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has

affirmed that the Bangsamoro Transition Authority

(BTA) will remain the legitimate governing body of the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(BARMM) after the Supreme Court’s decision to

postpone the parliamentary elections originally set for

October 13, 2025. Because the required districting laws

have been struck down, the Court directed that new

elections be held not later than March 31, 2026.

According to an official statement, the BTA will

continue exercising full powers during this extended

transition period “by operation of law” without needing

new formal reappointments. The President’s Office

also clarified that the President retains authority to

change the BTA’s composition during the transition.

The move is framed as necessary to ensure smooth

governance, stability, and the continued momentum of

the Bangsamoro peace process. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Former Ombudsman’s

“secret” order revealed after current

Ombudsman’s attempt to dismiss senator
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(ghd) This issue stemmed from a 2016 decision by

then-Ombudsman Conchita Carpio-Morales, who

ordered the dismissal of Senator Joel Villanueva from

public service. The charges were linked to the alleged

misuse of pork barrel funds, which were supposedly

channeled to a "spurious" NGO during Villanueva’s

tenure as a congressman.

On October 29, the 2016 dismissal order gained new

traction when current Ombudsman Jesus Crispin

Remulla announced his intention of enforcing the long-

pending order. On October 31, the office of former

Ombudsman Samuel Martires released a copy of a

resolution dated March 21, 2019. This 2019 decision,

which had remained undisclosed to the public until

2025, granted Villanueva's motion for reconsideration

and "reversed and set aside" Morales's 2016 dismissal.

The Martires resolution cleared Villanueva of all

administrative charges, ruling that the evidence was

"not substantial" enough to hold him liable.

Following the release of the 2019 resolution, the 2016

dismissal order has been publicly confirmed as

nullified. The Martires decision, which cleared

Villanueva of administrative liability in this specific

case, now stands. It is important to note, however, that

this Ombudsman resolution resolves the

administrative complaint and is not the same as a final

court judgment; it could potentially be subject to

further legal challenges or appeals. [Inquirer1]

[Inquirer2] [Inquirer3]

Philippines: Jail congestion drops by ten

percent

(ghd) The Philippines’ jail congestion rate under the

Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP) has

shown modest improvement in recent months,

according to the Department of the Interior and Local

Government (DILG).

In a statement released on October 30, DILG Secretary

Benhur Abalos said the average jail congestion rate

dropped from 296 percent in May 2025 to 286 percent

as of September 2025, reflecting about a ten-

percentage-point decrease.

Abalos credited this progress to the government’s

ongoing jail decongestion initiatives, which include the

release of thousands of inmates through paralegal

interventions, improved coordination among the BJMP,

the judiciary, and prosecutors, and efforts inspired by

the administration’s push for a more humane justice

system.
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The BJMP and DILG both emphasized that while

congestion remains high, the downward trend marks

an important step toward improving living conditions

in jails nationwide. [Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Ban of offshore gaming

operations signed

(ghd) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has signed

Republic Act No. 12312, or the “Anti-POGO (Philippine

Offshore Gaming Operations) Act of 2025,” officially

banning all offshore gaming operations in the country.

Signed on October 23, the law immediately revokes all

work permits and visas issued to foreign nationals

employed in the POGO industry. It also prohibits the

recruitment of individuals for POGO-related work and

classifies such activities as “unlawful” under the Anti-

Money Laundering Act.

The measure further states that POGO firms will

remain liable for unpaid taxes and fees, while an

Administrative Oversight Committee chaired by the

Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Commission

(PAOCC) will supervise implementation. The

Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) is

mandated to assist Filipino workers displaced by the

ban.

POGOs, which were concentrated in Metropolitan

Manila, were mostly managed by Chinese nationals

and allegedly employed trafficked Chinese and other

Southeast Asians. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Manila

Bulletin] 

Philippines: Economy shows resilience as

trade gap narrows and debt eases despite

inflation pressures

(ghd/ms) The Philippine economy displayed mixed but

broadly positive signals in September, with exports

strengthening and the trade deficit narrowing, while

government debt slightly eased amid persistent

currency volatility and rising production costs.

According to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA),

exports rose 4.6 percent to USD 7.06 billion, helping

reduce the trade deficit by 19.4 percent to USD 3.54

billion for the month. The improvement was driven by

strong external demand for Philippine goods and a

moderation in import growth. Over the first nine
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months of 2025, the cumulative trade deficit also

narrowed compared with the same period last year,

confirming a steady recovery in the country’s export

sector despite new U.S. tariffs and ongoing global

trade challenges.

The Bureau of the Treasury reported that total

outstanding government debt declined slightly to USD

297 billion in September from USD 297.2 billion in

August, as net repayments of domestic securities

outweighed increases in external obligations. Domestic

debt dropped by about USD 2.2 billion, while foreign

debt rose by around USD 1.7 billion due to the weaker

peso, which inflated the dollar value of peso-

denominated liabilities. The Department of Finance

warned that exchange-rate volatility remains a central

risk, as further depreciation could push external debt

costs higher. [Inquirer 1] [Inquirer 2] [Manila Bulletin 1]

[Manila Bulletin 2] 

At the same time, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)

projected October inflation between 1.4 and 2.2

percent, close to the 1.7 percent rate recorded in

September and still below the government’s 2–4

percent target range. The central bank said upward

pressure from rice, fish, vegetables, and electricity was

partially offset by lower oil and meat prices. Officials

noted that the relatively mild inflation outlook gives

the BSP space to maintain its monetary stance while

monitoring global price shifts and domestic supply

constraints.

However, manufacturing costs continued to rise,

underscoring supply-side weaknesses. The PSA’s

Producer Price Index for manufacturing climbed 1.0

percent year-on-year in September, faster than

August’s 0.6 percent and reversing the 1.4 percent

decline seen in the same month last year. The

transport equipment sector led the rebound with a 1.6

percent increase, contributing over a third of the total

uptrend, while computer and electronics

manufacturing grew by 0.9 percent. Officials attributed

the cost rise largely to supply chain disruptions from

typhoons and adverse weather that affected logistics

and raw material availability.

Taken together, the latest indicators suggest a

cautiously optimistic outlook for the Philippine

economy. A stronger export sector and prudent fiscal

management have helped narrow the trade and debt

gaps, yet external headwinds, peso volatility, and

manufacturing cost pressures continue to pose

challenges. Economists say the government must

balance maintaining macroeconomic stability with

ensuring that growth momentum remains broad-
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based and resilient in the face of global uncertainty.

[Inquirer 3] [Manila Bulletin 3] [Manila Bulletin 4]

Philippines: President extends rice import

ban until end of 2025

(ghd) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has approved the

continuation of the ban on rice imports through the

end of the year, according to Agriculture Secretary

Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. The extension of the ban, which

was originally in place from September 1 to October

31, is intended to help stabilize the farmgate prices of

unhusked rice as harvests are still ongoing in several

regions.

Tiu Laurel noted that while the initial two-month ban

had little impact on retail rice prices for consumers, it

had a significant effect on supporting the prices local

farmers receive. Tiu Laurel recommended the

extension to provide sustained support to farmers,

maintain market stability, and allow the Department of

Agriculture to conduct a more thorough assessment of

the policy's effects. The ban extension will be

complemented by other measures to assist rice

producers. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Suspected Islamist

bombmaker arrested

(ghd) Philippine National Police (PNP) officers have

successfully arrested an alleged bomb expert linked to

the Dawlah Islamiyah (DI) - Hassan Group in Sultan

Kudarat, Mindanao. The operation took place on

October 28, involving units from the Special Action

Force and local police forces. Authorities identified the

suspect as a key improvised-explosive-device (IED)

maker for the extremist faction who is also on the

“most wanted” list. [Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

Meaning “Islamic State” in Arabic, DI is an umbrella

term for a network of pro-ISIS factions in the

Philippines, composed of various separatist groups

aiming to establish an an ISIS province in Southeast

Asia. [Australian National Security]

Singapore: Government moves to

preserve founding Premier Ministers

home as national monument despite his

wish for demolition
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(ms) The Singapore government has announced plans

to gazette the home of founding Prime Minister Lee

Kuan Yew at 38 Oxley Road as a national monument.

The decision, revealed in a joint statement by the

National Heritage Board (NHB) and the Singapore Land

Authority (SLA), follows a formal assessment declaring

the property to be of “strong national significance and

historic merit.”

The building served as the setting for pivotal meetings

in the 1950s that helped shape Singapore’s path to

independence. Acting Minister for Culture, Community

and Youth David Neo accepted the Preservation of

Sites and Monuments Advisory Board’s

recommendation to protect the site. The government

said that if the preservation order is made, the house

will be converted into a public space, potentially a

heritage park, though it emphasized that not all

original structures would need to be retained.

“Regardless of the option taken, the Government will

respect Mr. Lee Kuan Yew’s wishes and will remove all

traces of his and his family’s private living spaces,” NHB

and SLA said.

Yet the decision directly contradicts Lee Kuan Yew’s

own publicly stated desire that the house be

demolished after his death to prevent it from

becoming a political shrine. The late leader, who

governed Singapore from 1965 to 1990, included that

wish in his will and reiterated it in interviews. “It will

become a shambles if people trudge through it,” he

told The Straits Times in 2011.

The issue has long divided his children. Lee Hsien Yang,

who owns the property, renewed his application to

demolish it in 2024 after the death of his sister Lee Wei

Ling, who had lived there until her passing. He

denounced the government’s latest move as

“trampling on Lee Kuan Yew’s unwavering wish to

demolish his private house.” His elder brother, Senior

Minister Lee Hsien Loong, the country’s former prime

minister, has recused himself from all decisions

concerning the property.

Officials insist the preservation order would balance

historical responsibility with private sentiment, arguing

that safeguarding the site’s national significance is

compatible with respecting Lee’s personal privacy.

However, critics see the decision as an unmistakable

challenge to the late leader’s wishes and a politically

delicate move that places national heritage above the

founder’s explicit instructions.

The government has given Lee Hsien Yang two weeks,

until Nov 17, to file objections before a final decision is

made. Whatever the outcome, 38 Oxley Road — once



the cradle of Singapore’s independence — remains a

symbol of how history, politics, and legacy continue to

intersect at the heart of the nation Lee Kuan Yew built.

[Reuters] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: Opposition leader Pritam Singh

appeals conviction for lying to

parliamentary committee

(ms) Opposition Leader Pritam Singh appeared before

the High Court to appeal his conviction and sentence

for lying under oath to a parliamentary committee, in

one of Singapore’s most closely watched political and

legal cases in recent years.

Singh, 49, was in February 2025 fined SD 14,000 (USD

10,800) after being found guilty of two counts of giving

false testimony to the Committee of Privileges, which

had investigated the conduct of former Workers’ Party

MP Raeesah Khan. The case stems from a 2021

incident in which Khan admitted to lying in Parliament

about accompanying a sexual-assault victim to a police

station — a falsehood that triggered a major political

controversy and ultimately led to her resignation.

The court ruled that Singh had encouraged Khan to

conceal the truth, telling her to “take her lie to the

grave,” and that he failed to instruct her to correct the

record in Parliament. Singh has consistently denied

these claims, arguing that his statements were

misinterpreted and that the lower court ignored

inconsistencies in key witness testimonies.

During the appeal hearing on 4 November 2025,

Justice Vincent Chong questioned Singh’s prolonged

inaction between August and October 2021, describing

the lack of follow-up as “unusual” given the seriousness

of the situation. The court also revisited Singh’s remark

that he would “not judge” Khan, seeking to clarify

whether it was an expression of empathy or tacit

approval of her falsehood.

Singh’s prosecution was brought under the Parliament

(Privileges, Immunities and Powers) Act, which defines

both the rights and limits of parliamentary privilege.

The law shields Members of Parliament from legal

action over statements made in the House but also

sets criminal penalties for obstructing parliamentary

functions, misleading the House, or providing false

information. It allows for fines or imprisonment to

protect the integrity of the legislature and ensure that

elected officials act truthfully.
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Singh’s conviction is the first ever under this Act, giving

the case constitutional weight and long-term

implications for how Singapore enforces accountability

in its legislature.

Although Singh was fined SD 7,000 (USD 5,400) per

charge, bringing the total to SD 14,000 (USD 10,800),

the penalties do not automatically disqualify him from

office. Under the Singapore Constitution, an MP is

disqualified only if convicted of an offence carrying a

fine of at least SD 10,000 (USD 7,700) or a one-year jail

term per charge. Because Singh’s fine on each count

was below this threshold, he remains eligible to hold

his seat and contest future elections.

The High Court’s ruling, expected in the coming weeks,

will determine whether the conviction stands and

could set a precedent for how Singapore interprets

truthfulness, privilege, and accountability within

Parliament. [Channel News Asia] [South China Morning

Post]

Singapore: Government adjusts food

security goals

(ms) Singapore has replaced its “30 by 30” food security

goal with new targets focusing on specific food

categories, in a shift to refine the country’s long-term

food resilience strategy. The original goal, set in 2019,

aimed for Singapore to produce 30 percent of its

nutritional needs locally by 2030.

Announcing the change, Minister for Sustainability and

the Environment Grace Fu said local farms are now

expected to supply 20 percent of domestic fibre

consumption and 30 percent of protein consumption

by 2035. Fibre products include vegetables, bean

sprouts, and mushrooms, while protein covers eggs

and seafood.

Fu explained that the new framework reflects

Singapore’s limited land and high production costs,

focusing instead on achievable growth within the local

agri-food sector. The government will also explore a

multi-tenanted facility for agri-food production to

reduce start-up costs and strengthen climate

resilience.

The shift is part of the “Singapore Food Story 2” plan,

which adds a fourth pillar—global partnerships—to

complement local production, import diversification,

and stockpiling. The initiative aims to ensure a stable

and diversified food supply amid rising global

disruptions and climate risks. [Channel News Asia]
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Singapore: Energy workforce growth

projected to accelerate over the next

decade

(st) The national Energy Market Authority (EMA) said in

a media release that it expects strong job growth over

the next decade, with workforce expansion driven by

the clean energy transition, based on its new

manpower surveys. The clean energy workforce is

projected to grow by 60 percent, adding around 1000

new positions by 2034. Traditional power and gas

sectors are projected to expand by 13 percent, or

about 800 jobs.

Between 2022 and 2024, the energy sector’s workforce

grew by 4 percent, with a notable 13 percent rise in

engineering roles and 7 percent in technical officers.

Continued growth is expected to be driven by demand

for engineers and technical professionals in solar

power, energy storage, and low-carbon electricity

imports. The transition toward decarbonization will

require new expertise in areas such as carbon capture

and storage and alternative fuels like hydrogen and

ammonia.

To ensure a strong manpower pipeline, EMA is

partnering with Singapore’s institutes of higher

learning and energy firms to expand training and

certification pathways. [Singapore Energy Market

Authority]

Singapore: Government introduces

initiatives to facilitate development of

high-integrity carbon markets

(st) The National Climate Change Secretariat, Ministry

of Trade and Industry, Enterprise Singapore, and the

Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) jointly

announced a series of measures to advance the

development of high-integrity carbon markets, aiming

to attract investment and enhance transparency in

global climate finance.

The initiatives include new Voluntary Carbon Market

(VCM) guidance for companies, plans for an industry-

led buyers’ coalition to aggregate demand for high-

quality carbon credits, and a Financial Sector Carbon

Market Development Grant to encourage the

sustained involvement of financial institutions in

carbon markets. MAS intends to allocate SGD 15

million (USD 11.5 million) over the next three years to
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support the development of carbon market capabilities

and innovative financing solutions. [Monetary

Authority of Singapore]

Singapore: Government to create state

firm to procure sustainable aviation fuel

(ms) Singapore will establish a new state-owned

company, SAFCo, to procure sustainable aviation fuel

(SAF) as part of efforts to lower the cost of reducing

flight emissions, the Civil Aviation Authority of

Singapore (CAAS) announced. The initiative will be

financed through a green fuel levy on all passengers

and cargo departing from the country.

The government aims to raise SAF usage at Changi and

Seletar Airports to 1 percent by 2026, and between 3

and 5 percent by 2030, depending on supply and

global adoption. SAFCo will collect the levy, create a

purchasing fund, and distribute the fuel to airlines.

CAAS Director General Han Kok Juan said the agency

has received strong interest from international

suppliers, with tenders expected soon.

The move positions Singapore as a regional leader in

aviation decarbonization as the global industry faces

stricter emissions standards. [Reuters]

Thailand: Prime Minister holds to election

roadmap as censure debate looms and

rivals prepare for early polls

(lm/acs) Thailand’s political climate is increasingly

dominated by speculation over whether Prime Minister

Anutin Charnvirakul will dissolve the House of

Representatives early to avoid a no-confidence debate

from the opposition, even as his government publicly

maintains its official timeline for elections and

constitutional reform.

According to Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak

Uwanno, the government remains committed to its

four-month Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with

the opposition People’s Party—the largest party in

parliament—under which the House will be dissolved

by January 2026, with a general election and

constitutional referendum expected by March 2026.

The government insists that preparations for the

charter amendment’s third reading, the referendum,

and the establishment of the Constitution Drafting

Assembly (CDA) remain on schedule. [Bangkok Post 1]
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Analysts, however, interpret the reaffirmation as part

of a strategic balancing act. Domestic media and

political observers suggest that Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul may consider dissolving parliament

ahead of schedule if the Pheu Thai Party, which led the

previous government under then–Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, moves forward with a

censure motion in the next parliamentary session.

Such a move would allow Anutin’s Bhumjaithai Party to

control electoral timing, pre-empt parliamentary

scrutiny, and frame the campaign narrative around

decisiveness rather than defense. Supporters within

the Bhumjaithai Party argue that early dissolution

could preserve momentum and unify coalition allies,

while critics caution it could appear as an attempt to

evade accountability and weaken confidence in

government transparency. [Bangkok Post 2]

At the center of the political calculus stands the

People’s Party, which now holds the balance of power

in Thailand’s fragmented parliament and is widely seen

as the key swing actor between government and

opposition blocs. Its stance will be decisive in

determining whether the current coalition survives the

next few months or whether the country heads toward

an early election.

Against this backdrop, former Pheu Thai Party

spokesman Prompong Nopparit has publicly

challenged the People’s Party to join Pheu Thai in filing

the censure motion, arguing that doing so would prove

its criticism of the government is more than rhetoric.

Within Pheu Thai, Deputy Leader Visuth Chainaroon

confirmed that internal deliberations are ongoing

regarding the timing and scope of the motion, with the

party ready for an election should the House dissolve

before the debate. Party-list member of parliament

Anusorn Iamsa-ard noted that opinions differ on

whether to file immediately or to wait until the MoA

expires to demonstrate its ineffectiveness. [Bangkok

Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Political scientists view the censure motion as the

pivotal factor in determining the government’s next

move. They believe BJT remains the most election-

ready party, having consolidated funding, personnel,

and local networks nationwide. Former Democrat MP

Nipit Intharasombat echoed that BJT’s organizational

and financial strength gives it a clear advantage if an

election is called early. [Bangkok Post 5]

Meanwhile, the People’s Party has launched its early

campaign under the slogan “With Us, No Gray,”

emphasizing an anti-corruption stance and rejecting

“gray capital” from illicit sources. Deputy Leader

Sirikanya Tansakul said the campaign reflects rising
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public frustration with political patronage and opaque

financing. A recent NIDA poll showed the People’s

Party leading in voter preference with 26 percent

support, ahead of the Pheu Thai Party with 16.8

percent and the Bhumjaithai Party with 15.7 percent.

People’s Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut

also ranked among the top prime ministerial

contenders, trailing only Anutin. [Bangkok Post 6]

Thailand: Election Commission ready for

2026 vote as parliament remains divided

on key referendum issues

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) has confirmed

its readiness to hold the next general election —

tentatively scheduled for March 29, 2026 — along with

two national referendums, even as parliament remains

split over the core issues meant to accompany the

vote: constitutional reform and the future of Thailand’s

border agreements with Cambodia.

EC Secretary-General Sawaeng Boonmee said the

commission is prepared to organize the general

election and referendums concurrently, using the

same polling stations, provided that referendum

questions are submitted by January 13, 2026. The EC

has urged the government to limit the number of

questions to ensure adequate time for neutral

information dissemination, printing, and voter

education within the legally required 75-day

preparation period.

One referendum is expected to concern the

establishment of new constitution-drafting bodies,

while the other will ask whether Thailand should

amend or revoke two memoranda of understanding

(MoUs) signed with Cambodia in 2000 and 2001

concerning land and maritime boundaries. [Bangkok

Post 1]

Parliament’s committee reviewing the two Thai–

Cambodian MoUs — MoU 43 (2000) on land

demarcation and MoU 44 (2001) on overlapping

maritime claims — remains deeply divided. One faction

argues that the agreements should be amended to

clarify terms and strengthen oversight, while another

demands full termination, citing sovereignty concerns.

Committee spokesperson Piyarat Chongthep of the

People’s Party (PP) said the review has been

complicated by the partial classification of both

documents and by differing legal interpretations of

Thailand’s obligations. The committee aims to finalize

its report by early December, but warned that
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cancelling either MoU would be legally and

diplomatically complex, as both still guide formal

boundary negotiations with Phnom Penh.

A referendum question on the future of both MoUs is

expected to accompany the March 2026 election,

reflecting heightened nationalist debate over border

policy and bilateral relations with Cambodia. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Parallel divisions persist within parliament’s House

committee on constitutional reform, where lawmakers

are debating competing models for establishing a

Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA) and a

Constitution Drafting Committee (CDC) to replace the

2017 Constitution drafted under military rule.

The People’s Party supports a 100-member CDA

directly elected by voters nationwide, while the

Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) proposes a CDA of the same

size but appointed by parliament from provincial

candidate lists to ensure balanced representation. Two

options are also under review for the CDC — either

parliament selecting the 35 drafters or the CDA itself

appointing external experts.

The reform panel expects to submit recommendations

in December, with a final parliamentary vote planned

for December 10. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Rare earth and trade

agreements with the U.S. draw scrutiny

from both sides of political spectrum

(lm) Thailand’s recent memorandum of understanding

(MoU) with the United States on rare earth cooperation

and its accompanying trade commitments have drawn

criticism from across the political spectrum, as

lawmakers and analysts warn of potential sovereignty

risks and economic asymmetry in the country’s

engagement with Washington.

The rare earth MoU, signed by Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul and U.S. President Donald Trump on the

sidelines of the ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur on

November 2, commits Thailand to granting U.S.

investors a “first opportunity” to invest in critical

mineral assets. The deal also obliges Bangkok to

inform Washington of potential projects “at the earliest

practicable moment” to ensure U.S. firms are not

placed at a disadvantage — a clause absent from the

parallel U.S.–Malaysia agreement, which allows greater

flexibility. Critics argue this provision effectively grants

U.S. investors preferential access and could constrain
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Thailand’s ability to engage with other partners in the

strategic minerals sector.

Against this backdrop, the Palang Pracharath Party

(PPRP), a military establishment-aligned opposition

party, has called for a parliamentary review of the

MoU, questioning whether it violates the 2017

Constitution by ceding control over national resources

to a foreign power. PPRP deputy leader and former

finance minister Thirachai Phuvanatnaranubala

described the arrangement as “reminiscent of the

colonial era,” saying it grants the U.S. undue access to

Thailand’s mineral data and potential regulatory

influence.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

responded that the MoU is non-binding and symbolic,

emphasizing that Thailand currently lacks the capacity

or economic incentive for large-scale rare earth

extraction. The ministry reaffirmed its ban on mining in

national parks, noting that the country’s rare earth

reserves — around 4,500 tons across eight provinces

— are minimal compared with China’s 44 million tons.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, the progressive and main opposition

People’s Party (PP) has criticized the broader Thai-U.S.

strategic partnership framework, highlighting trade

and tariff disparities relative to similar U.S.

arrangements with Vietnam and Malaysia. PP deputy

leader Veerayooth Kanchoochat noted that Thailand

granted the most comprehensive tariff exemptions —

99 percent across all product categories — while

agreeing to purchase 80 American aircraft worth about

USD 8.8 billion, alongside annual imports of energy

(USD 5.4 billion) and animal feed (USD 2.6 billion). He

argued that Vietnam and Malaysia secured more

flexible, sector-specific terms with clearer technological

or industrial returns. [Bangkok Post 2]

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas defended the

agreements as tools to enhance Thailand’s leverage in

future trade negotiations, whereas former finance

minister Pichai Chunhavajira cautioned that rare

earths were never part of prior tariff talks and warned

of the geopolitical sensitivities given China’s

dominance of the sector. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Senate criticized over ethics

ruling as broader vote-rigging probes

continue

(lm) Thailand’s Senate has drawn criticism after voting

to uphold an ethics panel’s finding of “serious

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tyl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tyy/


misconduct” against Senator Nantana Nantavaropas,

with former election commissioner Somchai

Srisutthiyakorn calling the decision a “biased

judgment” and evidence of double standards.

The Senate voted 130–26 to endorse the finding that

Nantana violated ethical standards by referring to a

fellow senator as “a pork seller” after losing a

committee seat to her. The panel ruled that the remark

displayed prejudice against certain professions and

damaged the Senate’s reputation. Somchai argued that

other senators accused of verbal or sexual misconduct

had not faced similar disciplinary action.

Notably, Nantana is among the small minority of

senators considered to have been elected legitimately

during the 2024 upper-house vote, which has since

been tainted by ongoing investigations into

widespread vote-rigging. She had also unsuccessfully

pushed to delay votes in the Senate to approve

appointments to powerful independent bodies — the

same institutions that could later investigate

corruption among senators.

Somchai also outlined that under the Senate’s Code of

Ethics, not all violations are automatically deemed

serious unless the context and intent justify it. For

serious cases, a three-fifths majority is required for

referral to the National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC), which may then forward the case to the

Supreme Court for possible removal proceedings.

Separately, former judge Wat Tingsamit questioned

whether the NACC would uphold the Senate’s ruling,

noting that investigations into alleged vote-rigging

involving 136 senators had yet to be sent to the

Supreme Court by the Election Commission (EC).

A group of ten reserve senators has petitioned the

Supreme Court to compel the EC to submit its findings

on the vote-rigging case within a week and suspend

the implicated senators. The Department of Special

Investigation (DSI) is conducting a separate probe into

alleged money laundering linked to the same case,

involving testimony from about 1,200 witnesses across

45 provinces. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party elects new

leader as party restructures after ex-

prime minister’s resignation

(bk) Julapun Amornvivat, a five-term Chiang Mai MP

and former deputy finance minister, has been elected

as the ninth leader of Thailand’s Pheu Thai Party,
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receiving 354 out of 369 votes with 15 abstentions at

the party’s general assembly on October 31. He

succeeds former Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra, who resigned following a ruling by the

Constitutional Court’s — a move widely interpreted as

an effort to shield party MPs and election candidates

from potential legal complications, as candidates must

be formally endorsed by the party leader.

Julapun, a key architect of the party’s flagship digital

wallet stimulus program, represents a generational

shift within the Pheu Thai leadership. A long-serving

member of the Shinawatra-aligned political movement

since the Thai Rak Thai era, he comes from a

prominent political family — his father, Sompong

Amornvivat, previously led the party. His election

marks the beginning of what party insiders describe as

a “Pheu Thai overhaul,” with no Shinawatra family

members holding executive positions, though

Paetongtarn retains a symbolic leadership role within

the broader party network.

The new 29-member executive committee includes

Prasert Jantararuangtong as secretary-general and

Suksit Srichomkwan as spokesperson, alongside newly

appointed deputy leaders responsible for regional and

functional portfolios. In his first address, Julapun

emphasized continuity with Pheu Thai’s historical

identity — from Thai Rak Thai through successive

dissolutions, coups, and leadership bans — while

pledging to modernize party operations for a new

political era. [Bangkok Post]

Separately, the National Anti-Corruption Commission

has dismissed a complaint against Paetongtarn

concerning her pre-office approval of Pichit Chuenban

for a ministerial nomination. The complaint, forwarded

by the Election Commission, alleged she acted

improperly despite Pichit’s prior Supreme Court

conviction. The NACC concluded that the conduct

occurred before Paetongtarn officially assumed office

and therefore fell outside its mandate under the

Organic Act on Anti-Corruption B.E. 2561 (2018). The

case has been closed without further action. [The

Nation]

Thailand: Deputy prime minister

continues to face scrutiny over alleged

criminal network links and ties to

foundation under probe

(lm) Thailand’s Deputy Prime Minister and Agriculture

Minister Thamanat Prompow, widely seen as de facto
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leader and officially the chief adviser of the Klatham

Party, is facing growing scrutiny over alleged

connections to online gambling, transnational scam

networks, and a foundation implicated in possible

money-laundering and lottery quota irregularities.

The controversy widened after activist Sonthiya

Sawasdee filed petitions with the Central Investigation

Bureau (CIB) and the Anti-Money Laundering Office

(AMLO) urging investigations into the Gun Jompalang

Chuai Su Foundation and its founder, social media

influencer Guntouch “Gun” Pongpaiboonwet. The

petitions questioned how the foundation obtained a

200,000-ticket government lottery quota—a scale

typically reserved for long-standing license holders—

while small vendors struggle to access even 2,000

tickets. Sonthiya alleged that the foundation collected

over THB 200 million (USD 5.6 million) in donations and

failed to submit required financial reports to the

Interior Ministry.

Particular concern centers on the foundation’s charter,

which initially stipulated that its assets would transfer

to the Thamanat Prompow Foundation upon

dissolution. Though Guntouch later claimed this clause

was removed, the connection has drawn attention

because of Thamanat’s political prominence and past

controversies, including a drug-related conviction in

Australia and more recent allegations of corrupt

business ties. Thamanat and Guntouch have also

reportedly collaborated on public-relief activities, with

the influencer said to have had access to a government

helicopter under Thamanat’s ministry. [Bangkok Post

1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, Thamanat’s Klatham Party faces additional

pressure as MP Chonnapat Naksua, representing

Songkhla, denied allegations linking him to online

gambling proceeds. The claims were made by activist

Atchariya Ruangrattanapong, who alleged that a

politician whose name begins with “Ch” had received

large sums connected to gambling websites.

Chonnapat dismissed the accusations as politically

motivated and said the transactions were part of a

2021 case already cleared by authorities.

Thamanat publicly defended Chonnapat, saying the

case predated his political career and pledging to

tighten the party’s candidate vetting process to uphold

transparency. [Bangkok Post 3]

However, Thamanat himself is now under investigation

by the House Committee on National Security and

Border Affairs, chaired by People’s Party MP

Rangsiman Rome, over alleged links to Benjamin

Mauerberger, a Thailand-based South African
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businessman accused of operating a regional online

scam and money-laundering network with ties to

Cambodian elites. [Bangkok Post 4]

The committee is also examining broader connections

between Thai politicians and Cambodia-based

gambling and scam syndicates, amid rising concern

over transnational criminal infiltration in Thailand’s

political and business circles. Both the CIB and AMLO

have yet to confirm whether they will proceed with

formal charges.

Thailand: Ex-prime minister, cabinet

probed over USD 1 billion fund diversion

for economic stimulus program

(bk) Thailand’s National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC) has launched a full investigation into former

prime minister Srettha Thavisin, several cabinet

members, and senior finance officials over allegations

of misappropriating public funds to finance the

government’s THB 10,000 (USD 300) digital-wallet

economic stimulus program.

According to an NACC update, the inquiry centers on

the 2025 fiscal year, when Srettha’s administration

allegedly diverted THB 35 billion (USD 1 billion) from

five state-owned specialized financial institutions (SFIs)

— the SME D Bank, EXIM Bank, Government Savings

Bank (GSB), Government Housing Bank (GH Bank), and

the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives

(BAAC). These funds had been legally earmarked for

debt repayments, loan interest, and mandated

operational costs, but were instead reallocated to the

central budget to support the digital-wallet scheme.

The Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) and Budget Bureau

reportedly initiated the budget reductions through

internal directives, rather than the parliamentary

amendment process required by law. On August 13,

2024, the cabinet formally approved the SFI budget

revisions, transferring THB 35 billion to the central

budget — a move later ratified by a parliamentary

vote, despite the funds being classified as financial

liabilities reserved for statutory purposes.

The NACC stated that this process appeared to bypass

parliamentary oversight and could violate Sections 9

and 20(5) of the State Fiscal and Financial Discipline

Act, Section 157 of the Criminal Code, and Section 172

of the Anti-Corruption Act. The alleged motive,

according to the NACC, was political, as the

reallocation benefited the then-ruling Pheu Thai Party’s

flagship stimulus initiative ahead of national elections.
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The anti-graft body has accepted the case for

investigation against Srettha, all cabinet members

present at the August 2024 meeting, and senior

officials from the FPO and Budget Bureau. It has

dismissed similar complaints against former prime

minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and her cabinet,

ruling that they were not in office at the time of the

alleged misconduct. [Bangkok Post] [Thai Enquirer]

[The Nation]

Thailand: Former minister sentenced to

prison for kickback, faces separate

‘unusual wealth’ probe

(lm) Thailand’s Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for

Holders of Political Positions has sentenced former

Social Development and Human Security Minister

Witoon Nambutr to three years in prison for

demanding a THB 30 million (USD 900,000) bribe in

connection with a state construction project dating

back to 2013–2014. The ruling, delivered on July 23 but

made public last week, also found that Witoon abused

his position as a member of a parliamentary budget

scrutiny committee to solicit payments from a private

contractor in exchange for securing public project

funding.

The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

investigated the case and filed criminal charges in

2022, concluding that payments totaling THB 29.6

million (USD 888,000) constituted unlawful enrichment

under Thailand’s Organic Act on Anti-Corruption. Four

co-defendants, all relatives of Witoon, were acquitted

due to insufficient evidence.

In a separate ruling, the NACC determined in June 2025

that Witoon had displayed unusual wealth amounting

to THB 58.9 million (USD 1.77 million) accumulated

during his tenure as a lawmaker in 2011. The agency

has referred the matter to the Office of the Attorney-

General, which may seek a Supreme Court order to

confiscate the assets.

Witoon, a former deputy leader of the Democrat Party,

briefly served in the Abhisit Vejjajiva administration

(2008–2009) before resigning over an earlier

corruption controversy involving the distribution of

spoiled canned food to flood victims. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government finalizes new

regulation to strengthen protection of
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Buddhism

(lm) The Thai government is preparing to approve a

new Prime Minister’s Office regulation on the

protection of Buddhism, with final endorsement

expected from Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul this

week. The move marks the first formal step since the

government’s earlier pledge to safeguard Buddhism

following a series of recent scandals involving monastic

discipline.

According to Deputy Prime Minister Bowornsak

Uwanno, the regulation was drafted after consultations

with the Supreme Patriarch and approval from the

Sangha Supreme Council (SSC) — Thailand’s highest

ecclesiastical authority. The draft, already approved by

the Cabinet on October 21, was refined with input

from senior legal experts and Buddhist scholars.

The regulation establishes a National Committee on

the Protection of Buddhism, chaired by an official

appointed by the prime minister and endorsed by the

Supreme Patriarch and SSC. The body will include six

ex officio members and nine Buddhist experts, tasked

with developing mechanisms to preserve Buddhist

principles and practices.

At the provincial level, subcommittees in all 76

provinces will be formed under governors, with

participation from provincial police and

representatives of the National Office of Buddhism.

These subcommittees will advise on temple affairs and

provide guidance to local authorities on religious

administration.

The regulation also provides for the creation of central

disciplinary and doctrinal committees to address

disputes concerning Buddhist teachings and to counter

false interpretations — particularly those spread

online. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court acknowledges army-led

online information operations but

dismisses legal responsibility

(bk) Thailand’s Central Administrative Court has

acknowledged that the Royal Thai Army (RTA)

conducted information operations (IOs) targeting

government critics and opposition figures but

dismissed legal liability, ruling that there was

insufficient evidence to prove the activities were

formally ordered by the Army rather than carried out

by individual officers acting in a personal capacity.
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The lawsuit, filed in March 2021, accused the Army and

its commander of orchestrating coordinated online

campaigns to undermine dissent, citing Twitter’s 2020

report linking fake accounts to the Thai military, along

with leaked internal documents and parliamentary

references to IO directives.

The court confirmed the authenticity of five official

documents from the Second Army Area, rejecting the

military’s claim that they were fabricated. These

records confirmed that Army units maintained

organized IO programs and assigned officers to cyber

and influence-related tasks distinct from ordinary

public relations work. The judges noted that such

practices contradict human rights standards and

violate freedom of expression and human dignity, but

found no conclusive proof that the specific social

media activities—such as “liking,” “sharing,” or

“commenting”—were executed under direct military

orders, as some posts may have come from

anonymous or spam accounts.

The ruling came shortly after a National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) report concluded that the Thai

military, including the Internal Security Operations

Command (ISOC), had conducted online surveillance

and influence campaigns against civilians, opposition

politicians, and human rights groups such as Amnesty

International Thailand. The NHRC determined that

these actions violated constitutional protections

related to privacy, expression, and protection from

state interference, and urged the Ministry of Defense

to end political profiling and online targeting. [Thai

Enquirer] [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court rejects pilots’ request to

halt approval for foreign crew on

domestic flights

(lm) Thailand’s Supreme Administrative Court has

rejected a petition filed by the Thai Pilots Association

to suspend the government’s authorization allowing

foreign pilots to operate domestic routes under wet-

lease arrangements, where airlines temporarily lease

aircraft with crew.

The court ruled that suspending the permission —

issued by the Ministry of Labour — would disrupt

scheduled flight operations and affect airlines,

passengers, and cargo transport. While the interim

suspension was denied, the association’s main petition

to revoke the special authorization remains under

consideration, with the inquiry process completed.
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The Ministry of Transport had earlier granted approval

for private carriers to lease aircraft with foreign crew

for up to six months, issuing 38 special work permits to

support the previous government’s policy of expanding

flight operations.

No additional airline requests for wet-leased aircraft

have been made during the current high season, but

the ruling is expected to serve as a reference for future

cases. Despite the busy travel period, the number of

unemployed Thai pilots remains largely unchanged

due to delayed aircraft deliveries, particularly from

Boeing, even as Thai Airways International recruits new

pilots to support its expanding fleet of Airbus A321neo

aircraft.  [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Central bank projects 2.2

percent GDP growth for 2025 amid

recovery in exports and tourism

(bk) The Bank of Thailand (BOT) expects the country’s

economy to grow by 2.2 percent in 2025, supported by

stronger exports, a rebound in manufacturing, and

continued recovery in foreign tourism. The projection

reflects moderate but uneven momentum, with

domestic demand and private investment still subdued

amid structural challenges such as an aging

population, political uncertainty, and persistent income

inequality.

According to BOT data, merchandise exports in

September reached USD 30.97 billion, the fastest

monthly expansion in 42 months, led by electronics,

automobiles, and jewelry. Foreign tourist arrivals

surpassed 25 million by mid-October, generating

around THB 1.16 trillion (USD 36 billion) in revenue,

driven mainly by short-haul markets such as Malaysia

and India. Meanwhile, manufacturing output—notably

in electric vehicles and beverages—showed signs of

recovery, though private consumption and investment

grew slowly.

Government spending declined overall but was

partially offset by infrastructure projects undertaken

by state-owned enterprises. Inflation remained

negative at –0.72 percent year-on-year, while core

inflation stood at 0.65 percent. Labor market

conditions were described as broadly stable.

The BOT forecasts that GDP growth will slow to 1.6

percent in 2026, citing high household debt—at

roughly 86 percent of GDP—as a key constraint on

consumption, business investment, and small and

medium-sized enterprise (SME) activity. The central
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bank noted that asset management companies (AMCs)

are expected to play an expanded role in addressing

non-performing loans to support the ongoing recovery.

[Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Government accelerates

spending and outlines revised fiscal

framework amid rising debt pressures

(lm) Thailand’s government is implementing measures

to accelerate public investment, reform fiscal

management, and strengthen the country’s medium-

term economic outlook as household debt remains

high and public debt approaches its legal ceiling.

The Comptroller-General’s Department has reformed

procurement and payment procedures to expedite

spending in fiscal 2026, with total funds—including

carry-over from previous years and new allocations—

exceeding THB 4 trillion (USD 116 billion). Key

measures include shortened publication periods for

procurement documents, continuation of contracts

with limited bidders, and clear time frames for

inspection and acceptance of goods, services, and

construction projects. [Bangkok Post 1]

Parallel to these reforms, Thailand’s state enterprises

are accelerating investment spending. As of September

2025, 43 state enterprises under the State Enterprise

Policy Office (SEPO) had disbursed THB 219 billion

(USD 6.35 billion), representing 82 percent of the

planned investment framework. Top performers

among fiscal-year enterprises include the State Railway

of Thailand, the Mass Rapid Transit Authority, and the

Metropolitan Waterworks Authority, while calendar-

year enterprises are led by the Provincial Electricity

Authority, the Electricity Generating Authority, and the

Metropolitan Electricity Authority.

The fiscal 2026 national budget totals THB 3.78 trillion

(USD 109.5 billion), with 2.65 trillion baht allocated to

regular expenditure, 864 billion baht for investment,

123 billion baht for treasury compensation, and 151

billion baht for debt repayment. The government

expects total revenue collection of THB 2.92 trillion

(USD 84.6 billion) and plans to borrow THB 860 billion

(USD 24.9 billion) to cover the fiscal deficit. These

measures collectively reflect Thailand’s strategy to

accelerate public-sector spending, support state

enterprise investments, and sustain economic growth

amid structural challenges. [Bangkok Post 2]

In parallel, Thailand’s Fiscal Policy Office (FPO)—the

Finance Ministry’s agency for fiscal planning, taxation
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policy, and debt management—has outlined priorities

for a revised medium-term fiscal framework. Reforms

focus on improving tax collection efficiency,

modernizing collection tools, and restructuring the

national tax system, with the latter requiring legislative

and regulatory changes that may extend beyond the

current government’s term.

Public debt is projected to rise from 65.6 percent of

GDP in fiscal year 2025 to 69.3 percent by 2029, close

to the legal ceiling of 70 percent, while the interest

payment-to-revenue ratio stood at 9.6 percent in 2024.

Fiscal deficits are expected to narrow gradually from

4.3 percent of GDP in 2026 to 3.1 percent by 2029,

though pressure on expenditure will persist as welfare

spending, civil-service benefits, and debt repayments—

accounting for about two-thirds of total spending—

grow amid Thailand’s demographic transition to an

aging society. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Government launches USD 3.5

billion plan to rescue small borrowers,

curb record household debt

(lm) Thailand has approved a sweeping debt resolution

and loan buyback plan worth THB 122 billion (USD 3.5

billion) aimed at easing the financial burden of millions

of small borrowers and addressing the country’s

chronic household debt problem — among the highest

in Asia.

Approved by the economic cabinet on November 3, the

initiative will transfer non-performing loans (NPLs) held

by individuals with debts under THB 100,000 (USD

2,900) to two state-owned asset management

companies (AMCs): Ari AMC and Sukhumvit Asset

Management (SAM). The government says the

measure will help around 3.5 million borrowers re-

enter the formal credit system.

In the first phase, 2.56 million NPL accounts from

commercial banks — totaling THB 43.6 billion (USD

1.26 billion) — will be transferred to SAM, while

790,000 accounts from specialized financial

institutions, worth THB 18.8 billion (USD 545 million),

will go to Ari AMC, a joint venture between the

Government Savings Bank (GSB) and Bangkok

Commercial Asset Management Plc. Debts from non-

bank lenders will be addressed in later phases.

The program will be financed through THB 26 billion

(USD 754 million) remaining from the government’s

Khun Soo Rao Chuay (“You Fight, We Help”) relief fund.

Borrowers who meet repayment terms for one to
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three months will regain access to formal credit from

the GSB without waiting for the standard three-year

credit rehabilitation period.

Bank of Thailand Governor Vitai Ratanakorn said the

scheme is a “one-time solution” for debts incurred

before September 30, 2025, including penalty waivers,

partial principal write-offs, and extended repayment

terms.

Thailand’s household debt-to-GDP ratio stands at

around 87 percent, equivalent to THB 16.3 trillion (USD

454 billion), a level policymakers say constrains growth

in Southeast Asia’s second-largest economy. Finance

Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas described the new plan

as a “flagship project” to reduce household debt and

“improve the lives of those in debt.” [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Hospitals warn of funding crisis

in universal healthcare system as debts

mount

(acs) Thailand’s 30-baht universal healthcare program,

known as the gold card scheme, is facing a deepening

financial crisis that hospital leaders say could

destabilize the country’s public health system without

swift government intervention.

The National Health Security Office (NHSO), which

manages the program, is under pressure from

hospitals over delayed reimbursements and

underfunding. The dispute escalated after

Mongkutwattana Hospital’s director claimed the NHSO

owes around THB 100 million (USD 2.9 million) and

announced plans to stop accepting patients under the

scheme until payments are settled.

According to the Public Health Ministry, state hospitals

nationwide have accumulated roughly THB 18 billion

(USD 522 million) in debt as operating costs exceed

government payments. The ministry has requested

THB 8 billion (USD 232 million) in emergency funding

from the central budget to keep hospitals afloat.

Hospital administrators argue that the current NHSO

reimbursement rate of THB 8,350 (USD 242) per

person per year is far below actual treatment costs,

estimated at THB 13,240 (USD 383). Some facilities

receive even less under a revised “re-run system,”

forcing them to reduce services and rely on lower-cost

medicines.
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Although the 2026 national budget allocates THB 265

billion (USD 7.7 billion) for national health security,

only THB 562 million (USD 16.3 million) is set aside for

emergency hospital support. Medical workers say the

amount is inadequate and accuse the NHSO of

ignoring operational challenges and treating hospitals

as subordinates rather than partners. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Major airport expansion to

boost capacity, possible rise in passenger

service charges

(bk) Thailand’s state-owned Airports of Thailand (AOT)

has announced a THB 220 billion (USD 7 billion)

expansion plan for Suvarnabhumi and Don Mueang

airports, aimed at reinforcing Bangkok’s role as a

regional aviation hub and meeting rapidly rising

passenger demand. The plan, to be submitted to the

Cabinet for approval, is one of Southeast Asia’s largest

airport infrastructure programs and a key component

of Thailand’s long-term transport and tourism

competitiveness strategy.

AOT is also reviewing a passenger service charge (PSC)

adjustment to strengthen its aeronautical revenue

base and align with global aviation finance standards.

Currently, AOT’s revenues are split roughly evenly

between aeronautical and non-aeronautical sources—

such as retail and concessions—whereas international

benchmarks, guided by ICAO and IATA, favor more

than 60 percent from aviation-related income. The

proposed revision would bring Thailand’s charges

closer to regional averages and support long-term

infrastructure funding. [The Nation]

Thailand: Authorities seize assets linked

to Cambodian tycoon over scam network

(bk) Thailand’s Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO)

has seized and frozen THB 350 million (USD 11 million)

in assets linked to Cambodian tycoon and senator Phat

Suphapha, also known as Ly Yong Phat, in connection

with a transnational call-centre scam network targeting

Thai citizens. The seized assets include 11 items such

as condominium units, land plots, and bank accounts.

Financial investigations traced extensive money flows

connected to the scam network, revealing the

involvement of Ly Yong Phat, his associates, and family

members, including foreign nationals and domestic

accounts. Thai authorities had previously revoked his
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naturalized Thai citizenship due to his ties to cyber-

scam networks and national security risks.

Ly Yong Phat, founder of L.Y.P. Group and a personal

adviser to former Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen,

has a business empire spanning tourism, casinos,

electricity, and real estate. Both Thai and U.S.

authorities allege his involvement in human trafficking,

forced labor, and cyber fraud. In September 2024, the

U.S. Treasury sanctioned him and L.Y.P. Group over

human rights abuses linked to forced labor in scam

operations. AMLO is also considering pursuing money-

laundering charges against him and his associates.

This seizure marks the fourth round of asset

confiscation in the case since 2017. The Civil Court has

ordered that the confiscated assets be returned or

compensated to 559 identified victims, with AMLO

managing the restitution process to ensure victims

receive their funds. The office continues to investigate

financial links, coordinate with law enforcement, and

implement measures to track and recover illicit

proceeds, forming part of a broader crackdown on

transnational cyber scams and aiming to strengthen

accountability and oversight of illicit financial flows in

Thailand. [Thai Enquirer] [The Nation]

Thailand: Military procurement under

scrutiny following controversial activist’s

armor donation

(bk) The Royal Thai Army has confirmed that

ultranationalist activist Guntouch ‘Gun Jompalang’

Pongpaiboonwet donated Level 4 ballistic plates to

frontline units, including Border Patrol Police and

ranger forces, amid growing parliamentary scrutiny

over the military’s transparency and resource

management during the Thai–Cambodian border

conflict.

The acknowledgment followed a social media post by

Guntouch showing a government document

requesting 250 armor plates for troops along the Thai–

Cambodian border. Guntouch stated that some

requests were informal, made via Line messages, and

that his foundation coordinated purchases directly to

support emergency operations under martial law.

Bangkok MPs from the main opposition People’s Party

raised concerns over conflicting statements from the

army and Guntouch. While the army claimed it was

fully equipped and had not requested external

donations, Guntouch’s foundation asserted the

frontline units' request.
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The House Committee on the Armed Forces is

investigating both the donation and broader issues of

military resource management, including the use of

military-held frequency bands for commercial

purposes. Preliminary findings suggest frontline units

may have informally sought assistance through civilian

channels. The committee aims to establish clearer

rules for donations, improve transparency, and

strengthen procurement oversight, potentially

prompting amendments to the Military Equipment

Procurement Act. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Insurgents torch construction

vehicles, detain guards in attack in

southern province

(lm) In Thailand’s southern province of Narathiwat,

suspected insurgents attacked a road construction site

in Cho-airong district early on October 29, detaining

three security guards before setting fire to four

vehicles belonging to a private contractor. [Bangkok

Post]

Timor-Leste: ANP opens ADIPEC 2025 with

strong global investor interest following

ASEAN accession

(ms) Timor-Leste’s National Petroleum Authority (ANP)

opened its participation at ADIPEC 2025 in Abu Dhabi

with a series of high-level meetings aimed at

expanding the country’s international energy

partnerships.

Representing Southeast Asia’s newest ASEAN member,

the ANP delegation held discussions with major

companies including Shell, Chevron, ExxonMobil,

CNPC, and Mubadala, focusing on investment

opportunities in Timor-Leste’s oil, gas, and renewable

sectors.

The ANP’s presence highlights Timor-Leste’s ambition

to position itself as a strategic energy hub in Southeast

Asia following its formal ASEAN admission on 26

October 2025, promoting sustainable development of

key assets such as Greater Sunrise and Bayu-Undan

gas fields. [NewsFile]

Vietnam: Politburo announces major

leadership reshuffle across party,
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government, and military ahead of 2025–

2030 term

(hn) On November 4, the Politburo announced a series

of high-level personnel appointments, marking a major

reshuffle among senior Party and state officials.

Nguyễn Duy Ngọc, a Politburo member and Chairman

of the Party Central Committee’s Inspection

Commission, was appointed Secretary of the Hanoi

Party Committee for the 2025–2030 term, replacing Bùi

Thị Minh Hoai. [Thethaovavanhoa, in Vietnamese]

The appointment decision was presented by Party

General Secretary Tô Lâm. Born in 1963 in Hưng Yên

Province, Ngọc holds a Master’s degree in Law and is a

member of the 13th Party Central Committee,

Secretariat, and Politburo. He has spent much of his

career in the police force, holding key positions such as

Deputy Director of the Hanoi Police, Director of the

Department of Economic, Corruption, and Smuggling

Crime Investigation (C03), and Deputy Minister of

Public Security. In January 2025, he was elected to the

Politburo and became Chairman of the Party Central

Committee’s Inspection Commission. [Vnexpress1, in

Vietnamese]

Meanwhile, the Politburo has appointed Bùi Thị Minh

Hoai, a Politburo member, as Secretary of the Party

Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front and

Central Mass Organizations for the 2025–2030 term.

She was relieved of her duties as Hanoi Party Secretary

and reassigned to the Secretariat of the 13th Party

Central Committee. Hoai replaces Đỗ Văn Chiến, who

has been appointed Standing Vice Secretary of the

National Assembly’s Party Committee for the 2020–

2025 term. Born in 1965 in Ninh Bình Province, Hoai

has held several senior roles, including Head of the

Central Mass Mobilization Commission and Deputy

Chair of the Central Inspection Commission, and was

elected to the Politburo in May 2024. [Vnexpress2, in

Vietnamese]

At the same time, Đỗ Văn Chiến, President of the

Vietnam Fatherland Front Central Committee, formally

assumed his new role as Standing Vice Secretary of the

National Assembly’s Party Committee. The ceremony,

attended by General Secretary Tô Lâm and NA

Chairman Trần Thanh Mẫn, also saw Nguyễn Khắc

Định relieved of his duties as Standing Vice Secretary.

In his remarks, General Secretary Lâm expressed

confidence that Chiến would strengthen coordination

within the legislature and uphold Party policies, while

Chiến pledged to dedicate himself fully to his new

responsibilities. [Vietnamplus]
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The Politburo also reassigned several senior military

and judicial leaders. General Nguyễn Trọng Nghĩa, a

Politburo member and Secretary of the Party Central

Committee, was appointed Director of the General

Department of Political Affairs of the Vietnam People’s

Army and promoted to the rank of General. Nghĩa, 63,

from Đồng Tháp Province, has had a long military

career, previously serving as Deputy Political Chief of

Military Region 7, Political Commissar of Army Corps 4,

and Head of the Party Central Committee’s

Commission for Information and Education.

His predecessor, General Trịnh Văn Quyết, was

appointed Head of the Party Central Committee’s

Commission for Information, Education, and Mass

Mobilization. Quyết, 59, from Hải Phòng, has held

several leadership roles in the army, including Political

Commissar of Military Region 2 and Deputy Director

and later Director of the General Department of

Political Affairs, and was promoted to the rank of

General in July 2025. [Vnexpress3, in Vietnamese]

In another key move, Lê Minh Trí, Chief Justice of the

Supreme People’s Court, was named Permanent

Deputy Head of the Party Central Committee’s

Commission for Internal Affairs. Trí began his career in

the city’s police department and later served as Vice

Chairman of Ho Chi Minh City, Deputy Head of the

Commission for Internal Affairs, and Procurator

General of the Supreme People’s Procuracy before

being elected Chief Justice in August 2024.

[Vietnamnews4, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Draft Cybersecurity Law

proposes ban on AI-generated fake

information

(hn/ms) On October 31,  the National Assembly’s

Committee for National Defense, Security and External

Relations has proposed adding a provision to the draft

Law on Cybersecurity to ban the use of artificial

intelligence (AI) for fabricating, editing, or spreading

false information, impersonation, defamation, or fraud

that threatens national security and social order.

The proposal was discussed during the 10th sitting of

the 15th National Assembly, where Minister of Public

Security Lương Tam Quang presented summary

reports on several draft laws, including amendments

to the Laws on Cybersecurity, National Defense and

Security Industry, and Protection of State Secrets.

These revisions aim to align with administrative

reforms, digital transformation goals, and the

reorganization of the State apparatus.
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The draft Cybersecurity Law includes nine chapters

and 58 articles, with updates focused on data security,

IP address management, cybersecurity funding

mechanisms, promotion of domestic cybersecurity

products, and certification systems.

For the revised Law on Protection of State Secrets, new

provisions allow drafting and storing classified

information on secure internal networks, prohibit AI

systems from infringing State secrets, and expanding

responsibilities of local authorities. The law also

simplifies administrative procedures and strengthens

decentralization in managing classified materials.

The verifying committee, chaired by Lê Tấn Tới,

supported the proposed AI-related ban and

recommended that prohibited acts be clearly defined

to avoid overlap with the Penal Code. It also suggested

shifting from pre-licensing to post-audit management

for cybersecurity businesses, removing redundant

licensing requirements, and ensuring transitional

periods for enterprises to adapt to new regulations.

For the Law on Protection of State Secrets, the

committee called for clearer definitions, specific

criteria for classifying documents, simplified

destruction procedures, and greater authority for

agency heads in managing classified materials.

[Vietnamnews]

While the proposal has been welcomed as a step

toward combating the misuse of AI technologies such

as deepfakes, impersonation, and online

disinformation, some legal analysts and rights

observers have expressed concern that the draft’s

broad and vaguely defined terms—such as “false

information” or acts “threatening national security and

social order”—could be open to subjective

interpretation and risk encroaching on freedom of

expression. Critics warn that without clear definitions,

independent oversight, and transparent enforcement

mechanisms, the law could inadvertently restrict

legitimate online discourse, journalism, or public

debate and contribute to self-censorship.

Vietnam: National Assembly debates 2026

budget and legal reforms

(hn/ms) Vietnam’s 15th National Assembly is using its

10th session to push forward an ambitious package of

fiscal and institutional reforms aimed at improving

state efficiency and supporting the next phase of

economic restructuring. Convened in late October, the

session combines short-term fiscal planning with long-
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term efforts to simplify the legal framework,

modernize public administration, and strengthen

regulatory consistency across levels of government.

On October 30, lawmakers held plenary discussions on

the implementation of the 2025 socio-economic

development plan and reviewed progress under the

2021–2025 five-year resolution covering economic

restructuring and public investment. Deputies also

examined reports from the Government, the Supreme

People’s Court, and the Supreme People’s Procuracy

addressing administrative reform, decentralization,

and law enforcement.

The same day, legislators debated the 2026 state

budget estimates and the performance of the 2025

budget. According to the Ministry of Finance’s public

report, total state revenue for 2026 is projected at VND

2.53 quadrillion (USD 100 billion), while total

expenditure is expected to reach VND 3.16 quadrillion

(USD 125 billion), resulting in a deficit of VND 605.8

trillion, equivalent to 4.2 percent of GDP. The report

highlights five fiscal priorities: maintaining

macroeconomic stability, enhancing revenue

collection, improving spending efficiency, reforming

public-service delivery, and advancing digital

transformation to promote transparency and

accountability.

Alongside fiscal planning, the Assembly’s agenda

includes a series of legal and institutional reforms

aimed at addressing regulatory overlap and procedural

inefficiencies. Draft amendments to the Law on

Investment, the Law on Enterprises, and related

frameworks are under discussion, with a focus on

simplifying licensing processes, clarifying

administrative responsibilities, and reducing legal

inconsistencies that have slowed both public and

private projects.

These legislative efforts align with Vietnam’s broader

governance modernization agenda, which has evolved

gradually over the past several years. Under ongoing

plans often referred to by officials as part of Đổi Mới

2.0, Vietnam is pursuing administrative streamlining—

such as merging certain district-level functions into

provincial or municipal structures—to improve

coordination, cut costs, and accelerate decision-

making. While not new, these initiatives form the

institutional backdrop to the current reform debates,

reflecting a long-term shift from a growth model reliant

on low-cost manufacturing to one emphasizing

productivity, innovation, and transparent regulation.

Observers note that the 10th session serves as a key

test of Vietnam’s ability to translate reform priorities



into enforceable measures. The combination of fiscal

rebalancing, legal simplification, and administrative

refinement represents a complex undertaking that will

hinge on implementation capacity, cross-ministerial

coordination, and the consistency of application at

local levels. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: Prime Minister Phạm Minh

Chính urges swift action to launch

Vietnam’s international financial center

by November 2025

(hn) Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chính has urged

accelerated efforts to ensure Vietnam’s International

Financial Center (IFC) becomes operational by

November 2025, despite significant challenges.

Concluding a conference on the IFC’s establishment, he

emphasized determination, efficiency, and practical

results—balancing speed and thoroughness.

The Government plans to establish two IFCs: one in Hồ

Chí Minh City and another in Đà Nẵng, following Party

and National Assembly directives. The PM called for

learning from 20 global IFCs while leveraging Vietnam’s

unique strengths and creativity.

The IFC will have a steering committee chaired by

Chinh, governing boards in each city, a supervisory

body, and a court system. It will operate digitally,

incorporating AI to enhance competitiveness. The

Prime Minister stressed the need to attract top

domestic and international talent, integrate finance

with trade and investment, and ensure a modern,

livable environment.

He directed that regulations favor post-approval

supervision, maintain a transparent and autonomous

legal framework, and separate domestic and

international operations. The IFC should facilitate

technology transfer, streamline administrative

processes through a single-window system, and

remain open and competitive globally.

Authorities in HCM City and Đà Nẵng must finalize

infrastructure, policies, and conditions for the center's

launch. The Ministry of Finance and relevant agencies

are to finalize policies and a draft decree for

government approval to meet the November 2025

deadline. [Vietnamnews]
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Vietnam: Crackdown on illegal fishing

intensifies as government targets EU

‘Yellow Card’ removal

(ms) Authorities across Vietnam’s Mekong Delta and

coastal provinces are stepping up enforcement against

illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, in a

renewed national push to meet European Commission

(EC) requirements and secure the lifting of the “yellow

card” warning on Vietnamese seafood exports.

In recent weeks, provincial fisheries departments and

the Vietnam Coast Guard have launched intensified

inspection and monitoring campaigns. In Cà Mau, An

Giang, and Kiên Giang, local authorities have tightened

port controls, verified vessel documentation, and

installed vessel monitoring systems (VMS) on all

licensed boats. Coast Guard Region 3 reported

multiple detentions of so-called “two-no” and “three-

no” vessels—those operating without registration,

licensing, or certification—particularly in coastal

provinces such as Khánh Hòa.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

(MARD) has directed local governments to increase

both enforcement and education, warning that vessels

found disabling their tracking systems or violating

foreign waters will face severe penalties, including

suspension of fishing permits. Officials emphasize that

effective monitoring and compliance at the grassroots

level are critical to demonstrate progress ahead of the

EC’s next inspection.

The European Commission issued its “yellow card”

warning in 2017, citing weaknesses in Vietnam’s

monitoring, control, and traceability of fishing

activities. The warning has since restricted seafood

exports to the EU, one of Vietnam’s largest markets,

and raised reputational risks for its aquaculture

industry. Lifting the card has become a major policy

priority, with Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chính

repeatedly urging coastal provinces to achieve “real

and verifiable” compliance before the EC’s next review.

According to MARD data, more than 95 percent of

active offshore vessels are now equipped with VMS

devices, but uneven enforcement persists, especially

among small-scale and near-shore operators. To

address this, local fisheries control stations are

working with fishermen’s associations to improve

awareness of legal obligations, promote sustainable

fishing practices, and provide guidance on

documentation and port-entry procedures.

Analysts note that the crackdown illustrates Vietnam’s

broader effort to align economic and environmental



governance, linking sustainable resource management

with export market access. As seafood exports remain

a key foreign-exchange earner, compliance with

international standards is essential not only to protect

marine ecosystems but also to preserve Vietnam’s

position in global supply chains.

However, experts also caution that stricter

enforcement may strain small-scale fishing

communities unless accompanied by alternative

livelihood programs and technical support. Balancing

environmental sustainability with social equity remains

a challenge for policymakers, particularly in provinces

where fishing is the main source of income. [Vietnam

News] [Vietnam+]
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Asia-Pacific leaders signal push for trade

resilience at APEC summit

(dql) Amid rising geopolitical frictions and shifts in

global trade, Asia-Pacific leaders concluded this year’s

APEC summit in South Korea with a joint declaration

stressing trade resilience and shared economic

benefits. The summit took place against a backdrop of

U.S. tariffs, China’s export controls, and President

Donald Trump’s pre-summit trade deals with multiple

countries, including China and South Korea.

In the declaration, the 21 member states recognize

cultural and creative industries (CCIs) as a driver of

economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region while

emphasizing trade, investment, digital innovation, and
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inclusive growth amid rising global economic

uncertainties.

The declaration highlights the role of science and

technology in addressing shared challenges and

generating new growth opportunities, while affirming

the importance of strong intellectual property

protections to support CCIs.

In addition to the main declaration, leaders approved

two complementary documents championed by South

Korea: one outlining member states’ collaboration on

artificial intelligence initiatives and another addressing

demographic changes. [APEC] [Anadolu Ajansı]

Trump departed before the summit began, leaving the

U.S. position largely reflected in the final declaration,

which notably omitted references to multilateralism

and the World Trade Organization—a departure from

previous years indicative of successful opposition from

the Trump administration. Experts interpret the

omission as acknowledgment of a fundamental shift in

the global trade paradigm, with multilateral free trade

increasingly under strain. [The Straits Times] [BNE]

[Nippon.com]

In Trump’s absence, China positioned itself as a

defender of open trade, signaling a more proactive

role ahead of hosting APEC in Shenzhen in 2026.

President Xi Jinping proposed a World Artificial

Intelligence Cooperation Organization and participated

in discussions on demographic change and AI, though

regulatory measures were absent. Analysts noted

China’s strategic engagement sought to reassure

countries like South Korea that Beijing’s rise does not

equate to hegemonic ambitions but shared prosperity

(see article in this edition). [The Economic Times]

Hosting South Korean President Lee Jae-myung, newly

elected in June, navigated complex dynamics between

the U.S. and China. During the summit, Lee hosted

both Trump and Xi in rapid succession, securing trade

agreements with the U.S. and seeking Chinese support

to engage North Korea. Despite his outreach, North

Korea dismissed denuclearization efforts as unrealistic.

Lee emphasized the need to move beyond

normalization with China toward mutually beneficial

cooperation, balancing South Korea’s export-driven

economy with regional security concerns. [Reuters]

On the sidelines, Taiwan and the U.S. discussed supply

chain and semiconductor cooperation, while Xi also

met leaders from Japan, Canada, and Thailand (see

articles in this edition), highlighting the summit’s

broader geopolitical significance amid evolving U.S.-

China competition in the region.
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China calls for supply chain stability and

multilateralism, proposes global AI body

at APEC summits

(dql) Chinese President Xi Jinping urged world leaders

to safeguard global supply chains and strengthen

multilateral trade, emphasizing cooperation over

fragmentation amid growing instability in the Asia-

Pacific. Speaking at the APEC CEO Summit—a closed-

door session of the APEC summit in Gyeongju, South

Korea, on October 31—Xi stressed that turbulent times

demand solidarity, advocating for “joining hands rather

than breaking chains” and fostering convergence of

interests among nations. He also reiterated China’s

support for the World Trade Organization and the

protection of developing economies’ interests. [The

State Council, China] [SCMP]

In addition, Xi Jinping used the APEC leaders’ meeting

to advocate for a World Artificial Intelligence

Cooperation Organization, marking China’s first public

push for an international AI governance framework. Xi

framed the initiative as a means to make AI a “public

good” benefiting all countries, while positioning China

as an alternative to U.S.-led trade and technology

norms. Beijing has suggested Shanghai as the potential

headquarters. [The State Council, China 2]

The proposal for a global AI body was part of Xi’s five-

point proposal for regional economic development

centered on multilateralism, openness, and inclusivity.

He called for WTO reforms to protect developing

countries while upholding principles like most-

favoured-nation treatment. Xi urged trade and

investment liberalization, deeper fiscal and financial

cooperation, and regional integration, highlighting the

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

and the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement

for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) as foundations

for the Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP). The

U.S. is not a member of either RCEP or CPTPP.

Furthermore, he emphasized stable supply chains and

connectivity, marking the tenth anniversary of the

APEC Connectivity Blueprint, and promoted

digitalization and green trade through initiatives such

as the Asia-Pacific Model E-port Network and Green

Supply Chain Cooperation Network.

Xi also championed inclusive, people-centered

development, supporting modernization in developing

countries, expanding the Belt and Road Initiative, and

offering zero-tariff access to least-developed nations

and African countries. [The Business Standard]
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In Trump’s absence—he returned to Washington after

a bilateral meeting with Xi—analysts expected China to

highlight its vision for multilateral economic

cooperation. Xi’s proposals signal Beijing’s ambition to

lead emerging technology governance, assert influence

over trade and development standards, and advance

its strategic vision for AI and green industries amid

growing U.S.-China rivalry. [Reuters]

The summit concluded with a joint APEC declaration

and agreements addressing AI governance and

population ageing challenges (see article in this

edition). China will host the 2026 APEC summit in

Shenzhen, showcasing the city’s transformation from a

small fishing village into a high-tech manufacturing

hub for robotics and electric vehicles.

China, ASEAN to hold second joint

maritime exercise in 2027

(dql) China and the Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) have agreed to hold their second joint

maritime exercise in 2027, marking a further step in

expanding defense cooperation between the two

sides. The decision was reached at the 15th China–

ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Informal Meeting in Kuala

Lumpur, co-chaired by Chinese Defense Minister Dong

Jun and his Malaysian counterpart Mohamed Khaled

Nordin. The first such exercise took place in 2018 in

Zhanjiang, China. [Ministry of National Defense, China]

Dong highlighted that the deepening defense

collaboration between China and ASEAN has played a

stabilizing role in the region. He urged both sides to act

as “anchors of stability” in a rapidly changing world and

to strengthen a “China–ASEAN community with a

shared future.” He reaffirmed Beijing’s commitment to

maintaining peace and stability in the South China Sea

through “practical actions” and called for unity and

cooperation in addressing common security

challenges.

The meeting took place amid ongoing tensions

between China and the Philippines, which will chair

ASEAN in 2026, over overlapping maritime claims in

the South China Sea. Talks on a Code of Conduct for

the disputed waters are continuing. ASEAN defense

leaders echoed the call for closer defense and security

cooperation with China to safeguard regional peace

and stability. [Anadolu Ajansı]
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China extends suspension of rare-earth

export controls to EU

(dql) The European Commission (EC) has confirmed

that China’s suspension of its recently expanded

export controls on rare-earth elements will apply to

the European Union (EU) — a development arising

from high-level trade talks held in Brussels on October

31.

Under the agreement, China has agreed to pause the

expansion of its control regime for a period of one

year, and the pause will also cover the EU market. It

followed Beijing’s decision to postpone for one year its

planned expansion of rare earth export restrictions

after a meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping

and U.S. President Donald Trump on October 30 (see

article in this edition). The EU’s trade commissioner,

Maros Sefcovic, noted that both sides recommitted to

ongoing engagement aimed at improving

implementation of export-control policies.

The talks between Chinese negotiators led by Jiang

Qianliang, Director-General for Safety and Control at

the Commerce Ministry, and an EU team headed by

top trade enforcement official Denis Redonnet, also

took place against a backdrop of rising EU concern

over China’s broader industrial policy, trade practices

and technology linkages. It, however, failed to achieve

the removal of China’s existing restrictions, highlighting

the persistent difficulties in reconciling trade and

security concerns between Beijing and Brussels.

[Reuters] [SCMP] [POLITICO]

Beijing announced the original expansion of its export

control regime in early October 2025, significantly

tightening restrictions on the mining, processing,

recycling and magnet‐manufacturing stages of rare‐
earth elements and associated technologies. The move

was motivated by “national security” concerns and

came amid an intensifying trade standoff with the

Donald Trump administration in Washington (see AiR

No. 41, October/2025, 2).

For the EU, the deal reflects both a narrow tactical win

and a broader strategic vulnerability: it avoids a

sudden supply-shock from China but also exposes

Brussels’ dependence on Chinese critical-material

supply chains.

Hafnium prices surge

Against this backdrop, Hafnium prices in Europe have

surged to nearly USD 7,000 per kilogram, nearing the

record high of USD 7,100 reached in 2023, with even

higher rates in the U.S. China, the world’s dominant
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supplier, cut hafnium exports by 90 percent in 2024,

shipping only 499 kilograms in September compared

with over 5,000 in January.

The metal, essential for AI-driven semiconductors and

high-performance gas turbines, is inherently scarce,

produced only as a byproduct of zirconium refining at

a ratio of roughly 1:50. Its separation requires costly

and sophisticated technology, leaving global supply

heavily dependent on a few producers — primarily

China, Germany, and the Netherlands. [Finimize]

Beijing extends and expands visa-free entry for European

countries

Meanwhile, China has extended its visa-free entry

policy for several countries, including France, until

December 31, 2026, and added Sweden to the list

effective November 10. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

The program permits 30-day stays for tourism,

business, or family visits and had been set to expire at

the end of this year for over 30 countries, including

Spain and Germany.

The extension reflects Beijing’s efforts to revive

inbound tourism and reenergize international

exchanges following pandemic-era restrictions.

[Modern Diplomacy]

China condemns multinational patrol in

South China Sea as U.S. and allies deepen

security cooperation

(dql) China’s military has stated that it had closely

monitored a joint naval patrol conducted by the

Philippines and its partners in the disputed South

China Sea on October 30–31, accusing Manila of

“undermining regional peace and stability.” [PLA Daily]

The statement came shortly after Washington and

Manila announced plans to establish a new joint task

force focused on the South China Sea and other

strategic areas, underscoring the deepening of U.S.-

Philippine security cooperation (see article in this

edition).

The exercise, involving forces from Australia, New

Zealand, the Philippines, and the United States, was

described by the U.S. 7th Fleet as a demonstration of

their shared commitment to a “free and open Indo-

Pacific.” Beijing, however, denounced the patrol,
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labeling the Philippines a “troublemaker” and vowing

to defend China’s territorial claims. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, China announced on October 31 that its

coast guard recently conducted a law enforcement

patrol around Huangyan Dao (Scarborough Shoal), a

disputed area in the South China Sea claimed by both

China and the Philippines. The China Coast Guard

(CCG) said it has intensified patrols since October,

conducting tracking, radio warnings, and the

interception or expulsion of what it called “illegal

intrusions and provocations.” The CCG asserted that

these actions strengthen China’s control and

management of the area and protect its “national

sovereignty and maritime rights.” [Ministry of Defense,

China]

The development reflects mounting geopolitical

tensions in one of the world’s most contested

waterways, through which over USD 3 trillion in annual

trade flows. Despite a 2016 Hague tribunal ruling

invalidating China’s expansive maritime claims, Beijing

continues to assert sovereignty over nearly the entire

South China Sea, challenging the positions of several

Southeast Asian states.

Japanese, Australian, Philippine, U.S.

defence ministers agree to

institutionalize four-party coordination

(ay) On November1, Japanese Defense Minister

Koizumi Shinjiro met counterparts from Australia, the

Philippines, and the United States in Malaysia for the

inaugural “SQUAD” defence-ministers’ meeting held

alongside the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus.

The ministers agreed to enhance joint maritime and air

operations and to hold regular quadrilateral meetings

to strengthen regional deterrence.

The gathering built on prior bilateral and trilateral

frameworks among the participants, signaling a move

toward more structured defence cooperation. [Japan

Ministry of Defence]

Mongolia, Food and Agriculture

Organization launch project to enhance

sustainable soil management

(fs) Mongolia has launched the Capacity Development

on Sustainable Soil Management in the Global South
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project, led by the Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations (FAO).

The initiative aims to strengthen Mongolia’s soil

mapping and laboratory capabilities, adapt sustainable

farmland management practices, and foster regional

cooperation. Mongolia is the fourth country to join this

global initiative.

It will be jointly implemented by Mongolia’s Ministry of

Food, Agriculture, and Light Industry, China’s Ministry

of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, and the FAO. It

represents Mongolia’s first engagement under the

South-South Cooperation framework focused on soil

management. It will run from 2025 to 2028.

[Montsame]

European Bank for Reconstruction and

Development grants loan for new hospital

in Mongolia

(fs) The European Bank for Reconstruction and

Development (EBRD) has expanded its support for

Mongolia’s infrastructure development with the

approval of a sovereign loan of up to USD 34.9 million

to the Ministry of Health to finance the construction of

a specialized cardiovascular hospital in Ulaanbaatar,

the country’s capital city.

The project forms part of the Ulaanbaatar Green Cities

Action Plan, and it aims to improve access to

healthcare and reduce mortality from cardiovascular

diseases. It will be co-financed by USD 28.1 million

from the Mongolian government and a grant from

Luxembourg.

To date, the EBRD has invested nearly USD 2.89 billion

in Mongolia through 159 projects. [EBRD] [Trend News

Agency]

China, Mongolia, Russia discuss

implementation of international road

transport agreement

(fs) The transport ministries of Mongolia, China, and

Russia held the fifth meeting of their Joint Commission

online to discuss the implementation of the

intergovernmental agreement on international road

transport through the Asian Highway Network, a

regional transport cooperation platform aimed at
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enhancing the efficiency and development of the road

infrastructure in Asia.

The three sides agreed to maintain the 2026 quota for

transport permits at 200 per country, the same as in

previous years. Participants also discussed the possible

inclusion of Kyrgyzstan in the agreement through an

additional protocol and exchanged views on passenger

transport regulations.

China proposed reopening the Dalian-Erenhot-Zamyn-

Uud-Altanbulag-Khiagt-Irkutsk route to promote

tourism, along with amendments to the existing

agreement. [GoGo]

Mongolia, Asian Development Bank

partner on major solar and battery

storage project

(fs) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has been

engaged by the Government of Mongolia to provide

transaction advisory services for the Stable Solar

Energy in Mongolia Project, which will develop around

115 megawatts  of solar photovoltaic capacity and 65

MW / 237 megawatt-hours of battery energy storage

systems (BESS) across the Western and Eastern Energy

Systems.

The initiative represents Mongolia’s largest renewable

energy procurement and its first combined solar and

BESS auction. Aimed at improving grid reliability and

reducing dependence on fossil fuels and imports, the

project will be implemented through a competitive

tender process to attract private investment. [ADB]

U.S. moves to sanction ships ferrying

North Korean minerals to China

(mo) The United States has asked the UN to sanction

several vessels accused of covertly transporting North

Korean coal and iron to China, violating UN Security

Council resolutions and helping fund Pyongyang’s

weapons programs. According to the State

Department, ships from third countries conducted

ship-to-ship transfers and used geo-spoofing and

floating cranes to hide cargo origins before unloading

in Chinese ports. Vessels including the Flyfree, Casio,

Mars, Cartier, Sofia, Armani and YiLi 1 were named in

the request. [Joong Ang Daily] [Chosun Biz]
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The proposal, the Trump administration’s first UN

sanctions push on North Korea in its second term,

comes days after a planned meeting between Trump

and Kim Jong-un failed to materialize during Trump’s

Asia trip. The sanctions will automatically take effect

unless blocked by another UN member — though

China and Russia, which have strengthened ties with

Pyongyang and advocated easing sanctions, could

object.

The seven vessels have illegally exported North Korean

coal and iron ore to China, which traditionally earns

Pyongyang between 200 million USD and 400 million

USD a year, said the U.S. official, speaking on condition

of anonymity. [Reuters]

Washington stressed that enforcing penalties for

violations is vital to maintaining pressure on North

Korea, whose banned mineral exports remain a key

funding source for nuclear and missile development.

North Korea has been under UN sanctions since 2006,

but enforcement has become a point of tension as

Beijing and Moscow call for relief to revive stalled

negotiations.

However, the Security Council's 15-member sanctions

committee operates by consensus and it was not

immediately clear if North Korea's friends Russia and

China would agree. The Russian and Chinese missions

to the U.N. in New York did not immediately respond

to requests for comment.

Taiwan’s APEC envoy meets U.S., Japan

leaders

(yl) Taiwan’s envoy to the 2025 APEC Economic

Leaders’ Meeting, Lin Hsin-i, met U.S. Treasury

Secretary Scott Bessent and Japanese Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi on October 31 in Gyeongju, South

Korea, marking key interactions for Taiwan during the

regional summit.

According to Taiwan’s delegation, Lin and Bessent

discussed technology policy, talent development, and

supply-chain cooperation, with Lin expressing

appreciation for U.S. support as a cornerstone of Indo-

Pacific stability. The U.S. Treasury Department later

confirmed that Bessent and Lin “spoke briefly” about

shared interests, including resilient supply chains and

investment collaboration. [Focus Taiwan]

The meeting with Takaichi focused on deepening

economic ties, disaster preparedness cooperation, and

broader bilateral exchanges. Takaichi described
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Taiwan as a “very important partner” and emphasized

the importance of peace and stability across the

Taiwan Strait. Lin expressed hope for stronger Taiwan-

Japan relations. [NHK]

The meeting followed Takaichi’s previous discussion

with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the summit, in

which both sides reaffirmed the goal of promoting a

“strategic relationship of mutual benefit.”

China’s foreign ministry strongly condemned the

meeting, saying it violates the “one-China” principle

and could embolden Taiwan’s pro-independence

forces. Beijing lodged a formal protest with Tokyo and

called on Japan to avoid interfering in China’s internal

affairs, stressing that Taiwan-related issues should not

undermine the foundation of China-Japan relations.

[SCMP]

India-U.S. strategic defense pact deepens

regional alignment amid New Delhi’s

continued energy balancing with Russia

(lm) India and the United States have signed a 10-year

defense cooperation framework, signaling a deepening

strategic partnership despite ongoing trade tensions

under U.S. President Donald Trump’s administration.

The agreement, announced after a meeting between

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Indian Defense

Minister Rajnath Singh in Kuala Lumpur, aims to

enhance military coordination, intelligence sharing,

and technology cooperation, with both sides framing it

as central to regional stability and deterrence across

the Indo-Pacific.

The pact follows months of friction after Washington

imposed 50 percent tariffs on Indian goods, including a

25 percent surcharge on Russian oil and arms imports,

and comes amid efforts to finalize a long-delayed trade

deal. It provides policy direction for bilateral defense

ties, expanding interoperability and defense

technology access while reinforcing India’s role in a

“free and rules-based Indo-Pacific.” The framework

revives and expands a 2015 agreement, laying the

foundation for closer military collaboration and supply-

chain security, including potential access to advanced

U.S. systems such as the F-35. [BBC]

The agreement follows a four-day India–Pakistan

military confrontation in May 2025, which Washington

helped end through mediation. President Trump

recently claimed he averted escalation by threatening

both sides with 250 percent tariffs and halting trade,

later saying this pressure accounted for “70 percent” of
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his success in brokering the May 10 ceasefire. Pakistan

thanked him publicly and nominated him for a Nobel

Peace Prize, though New Delhi disputed his version of

events, maintaining that the ceasefire followed a direct

request from Islamabad. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Islamabad has since warned that the new defense pact

could shift South Asia’s strategic balance, given its

timing only months after the May conflict. Pakistani

officials said its long-term implications would depend

on how closer U.S.–India cooperation affects military

dynamics with China, which remains Pakistan’s

principal defense partner and accounts for over 80

percent of its weapons imports, including aircraft and

radar systems. [Arab News 3]

The deepening U.S.–India defense alignment comes as

New Delhi continues to manage its energy dependence

on Moscow. Despite new U.S. sanctions against

Russia’s top oil producers Rosneft and Lukoil, Indian

refiners maintained high import levels in October, with

crude purchases rising slightly to 1.48 million barrels

per day, according to ship-tracking data. [Reuters 1]

Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) has continued buying

Russian crude from non-sanctioned entities, while

other refiners such as Reliance Industries and

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals diversified

toward Middle Eastern and U.S. sources. Meanwhile,

Russia-backed Nayara Energy restored operations at

about 90 percent capacity, processing exclusively

Russian crude arranged through intermediaries.

India remains Russia’s largest seaborne oil customer,

accounting for roughly 40 percent of Russia’s exports

in 2025. [Reuters 2] [Reuters 3]

India’s security adviser cites regime

changes in neighboring countries as

results of governance failures

(lm) India’s National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval

has attributed recent political instability and non-

constitutional regime changes in Bangladesh, Sri

Lanka, and Nepal to failures in governance, arguing

that the quality of governance determines national

stability and state resilience.

Speaking at the Sardar Patel Memorial Lecture in New

Delhi on October 31, Doval said that the rise and fall of

empires, monarchies, and democracies alike is a

history of their governance. He warned that weak

institutions, economic mismanagement, and social

divisions have directly contributed to instability across

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tuk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-tuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ill/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ilr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ily/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-ilj/


South Asia. “In the recent cases of regime change

through non-constitutional methods in Bangladesh, Sri

Lanka, and Nepal, these were actually cases of bad

governance,” Doval remarked, emphasizing that

effective governance “creates nations and powerful

states.”

Turning to India’s domestic security, Doval highlighted

what he described as major progress in countering

terrorism and left-wing extremism. He said that, apart

from Jammu and Kashmir, India has not experienced a

major terrorist attack since 2013, citing extensive

counterterrorism operations and intelligence

coordination. He also claimed that left-wing insurgency

now affects less than 11 percent of the areas it did in

2014, with most affected districts now considered safe.

Doval added that India has successfully established

strategic deterrence, capable of responding to any

threat to its national security. He stressed that security

must be understood not only as a matter of state

preparedness but also as ensuring that “every Indian

feels secure from both internal and external threats.”

[Daily Mirror] [The Business Standard]

Fragile Pakistan-Afghanistan truce

extended as both sides prepare for third

round of talks in Istanbul

(lm) Pakistan and Afghanistan have extended their

fragile ceasefire, maintaining a pause in the heaviest

border fighting in years but leaving the deeper

confrontation unresolved. The truce — brokered by

Türkiye and Qatar and due for review at a third round

of talks in Istanbul on November 6 — reflects

Pakistan’s stated preference for negotiation, but also

its growing insistence that any continuation depends

on Afghanistan’s demonstrable control over anti-

Pakistan militants. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

The ceasefire, first reached in Doha on October 19,

followed Pakistan’s airstrikes on October 11 against

sites it said were used by the Tehreek-e-Taliban

Pakistan (TTP). Kabul condemned the strikes as a

violation of sovereignty and retaliated with cross-

border fire, prompting the closure of key crossings at

Torkham and Chaman. Although fighting has paused,

Islamabad has continued counterterrorism operations

along the frontier — reporting 22 militants killed since

October 28, including a deputy to the TTP leader —

while warning that the truce will collapse if attacks

persist. [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]
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At a November 3 briefing in Rawalpindi, military

officials cautioned that Pakistan’s patience was

“wearing thin,” warning that “if even a single terrorist

incident happens in Pakistan from Afghan soil, the

ceasefire will be considered over.” They said about 60

percent of TTP infiltrators were Afghan nationals, and

that 1,667 militants had been killed in operations so far

this year. [Arab News 5]

Earlier, Defense Minister Khawaja Asif and Army Chief

Field Marshal Asim Munir reiterated Pakistan’s stance

of conditional engagement — diplomacy if the Taliban

curbs cross-border militancy, and force if it does not.

Asif said Islamabad remains open to cooperation but

“reserves the right to strike deep into Afghanistan”

should violence continue. [Arab News 6] [Arab News 7]

Amid the ongoing security confrontation, Pakistan has

denied reports that it rejected an Afghan proposal to

deport militants during earlier Istanbul talks, calling

the claim a “deliberate distortion.” Islamabad said the

dialogue focused on ensuring “decisive and verifiable

action” against militants in Afghanistan, and that when

Kabul claimed those militants were Pakistani nationals,

Islamabad proposed they be handed over through

official border posts. Pakistani officials added that

Kabul’s delegation had acknowledged the presence of

anti-Pakistan militants on its territory while offering

“various justifications” for inaction. [Arab News 8]

In parallel, Pakistan has intensified its nationwide

repatriation drive, which began in November 2023, to

remove foreigners without legal documentation.

Officials say the campaign followed a surge in suicide

attacks and militancy that Islamabad blamed on

Afghan nationals, though no public evidence was

provided. According to Radio Pakistan, around 1.56

million Afghans have now returned home under the

initiative, making it one of South Asia’s largest

population movements in recent years. [Arab News 9]

The Torkham crossing, a key route between the two

countries, reopened briefly on November 2 after

weeks of closure to facilitate voluntary returns, while

trade remains largely suspended and thousands of

containers stranded. The Interior Ministry had earlier

ordered all undocumented foreigners and holders of

Afghan Citizen Cards (ACC) to leave Pakistan by March

31, 2025, with deportations beginning April 1. [Arab

News 10]

Rights groups and the Taliban-led Afghan government

have accused Pakistan of harassment and forced

deportations — allegations Islamabad rejects, insisting

Afghan nationals can reenter legally for medical,
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educational, or business purposes if they hold valid

visas.

Pakistan cautions India over Chabahar

port after U.S. waiver, deepens security

and trade ties with Iran

(lm) The United States has granted India a six-month

sanctions waiver to operate Iran’s Chabahar Port,

enabling New Delhi to expand trade with Afghanistan

and Central Asia while bypassing Pakistan. The waiver

—revoking earlier restrictions imposed under

Washington’s “maximum pressure” campaign on Iran—

took effect on October 29 and allows India to continue

implementing its 10-year development agreement for

the port, signed in 2024.

Located on Iran’s southeastern coast along the Gulf of

Oman, Chabahar provides India with a direct trade

corridor to Afghanistan and Central Asia that

circumvents Pakistan’s Karachi Port. The U.S.

exemption came shortly after President Donald Trump

signaled interest in restoring trade ties with India

following months of tariff-related tensions. New Delhi

has also recently reopened its embassy in Kabul,

underscoring its intent to rebuild regional access and

influence through Iranian infrastructure. [Reuters]

In response, Pakistan warned India not to use the

waiver as cover for “terrorism and subversion” in

Balochistan, reiterating accusations that Indian

intelligence supports separatist groups such as the

Baloch Liberation Army (BLA)—allegations India denies.

Islamabad said it welcomed measures that strengthen

Iran’s economy but cautioned that any misuse of the

Chabahar corridor to destabilize Pakistan’s frontier

would prompt a “quid pro quo-plus” reaction. Pakistani

officials also voiced unease over Indian military

exercises near the border. [Arab News 1]

Chabahar Port, situated on Iran’s southeastern coast,

provides India a trade corridor to Afghanistan that

bypasses Pakistan and competes with Gwadar Port,

developed under the China–Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC).

Meanwhile, Islamabad is working closely with Tehran

to deepen border security and economic integration.

On the sidelines of the Economic Cooperation

Organization (ECO) ministerial conference in Tehran,

Pakistan’s Interior Minister met with Iranian officials to

discuss joint counterterrorism, border management,

and anti-narcotics cooperation. Both sides reaffirmed

their commitment to tackling drug trafficking and
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militant infiltration along the 900-kilometer border

shared by Pakistan’s Balochistan province and Iran’s

Sistan–Baluchestan region.

Parallel efforts are underway on the economic front.

During a meeting in Islamabad, Commerce Minister

Jam Kamal Khan and Iranian Ambassador Reza Amiri-

Moghaddam agreed to organize high-level exchanges

aimed at expanding bilateral trade and investment in

frontier regions. Khan proposed visits by the Chief

Minister of Balochistan and the Governor of Zahedan

to promote cross-border economic opportunities and

invited ministers from Pakistan’s maritime, railways,

and communications portfolios to visit Iran for sectoral

cooperation.

Both governments reaffirmed their goal of reaching

USD 10 billion in annual bilateral trade by 2028,

highlighting initiatives such as the reopening of the

Mand–Pishin border market and the resumption of

Quetta–Zahedan flights as signs of progress. Khan also

invited Iranian companies to participate in Karachi’s

upcoming FoodAg Exhibition (November 25–27) to

explore opportunities in food and agriculture.

Ambassador Amiri-Moghaddam noted that Iran had

recently imported 400,000 tons of Pakistani rice and is

now preparing to purchase animal feed and maize

under existing agreements. Both sides emphasized

that trade, transport, and energy connectivity could

serve as stabilizing mechanisms for frontier

development and as a counterbalance to regional

tensions surrounding Indian involvement in Iran’s port

infrastructure. [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

Pakistan and EU agree to expand

migration cooperation and implement

Talent Partnership roadmap

(lm) Pakistan and the European Union held the third

session of their Migration and Mobility Dialogue in

Islamabad, agreeing to strengthen cooperation on

migration management, labor mobility, and skills

development. Both sides committed to implementing

the Pakistan–EU Talent Partnership Roadmap, which

aims to create structured and legal pathways for

Pakistani workers to access European labor markets

through training and capacity-building programs.

Islamabad reaffirmed its adherence to the EU–Pakistan

Readmission Agreement (EURA), signed in 2010, which

governs the return and reintegration of Pakistani

nationals without legal status in EU countries. The EU,

in turn, acknowledged Pakistan’s ongoing efforts to
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curb irregular migration and pledged continued

support for vocational initiatives that promote safe and

regulated mobility.

The meeting took place amid Pakistan’s increased

scrutiny of human-smuggling networks following a

series of fatal migrant boat incidents in 2023 and 2024.

Both sides agreed to continue the dialogue, with the

next session scheduled to take place in Brussels. [Arab

News]

Brunei’s armed forces depart for UN

peacekeeping mission in Lebanon

(ga) Twenty-one personnel from the Royal Brunei

Armed Forces (RBAF) have been deployed to join the

Malaysian Battalion 850-13 (MALBATT 850-13) under

the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)

peacekeeping mission. The official deployment

followed a National Flag Handover Ceremony held on

October 30 at the Rimba Air Force Base, Brunei.

Following the ceremony, the contingent departed for

Malaysia aboard a Royal Brunei Air Force C295MW

aircraft and is scheduled to proceed to Lebanon from

Kuala Lumpur on November 5.

Brunei has participated in the UNIFIL peacekeeping

mission since 2008. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia outlines green growth plans at

World Sustainability Summit

(gm) Cambodia used the World Green and

Sustainability Summit 2025 in Phnom Penh to outline

concrete steps toward a low-carbon and inclusive

economy, reinforcing its role as a regional leader in

green transformation.

Presiding on behalf of Prime Minister Hun Manet,

Minister in Charge of the Office of the Council of

Ministers Vongsey Vissoth said Cambodia is shifting

from pledges to implementation, viewing sustainability

as a new driver of growth. The summit, held from

October 30 to 31, gathered government officials,

regional policymakers, private sector leaders, and

development partners.

Vissoth highlighted Cambodia’s vulnerability to climate

change and urged stronger regional cooperation in

finance, technology, and trade. He called for simplified
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access to climate finance, lower green borrowing costs,

and more equitable support from developed nations.

Cambodia’s policy frameworks—such as the Long-

Term Strategy for Carbon Neutrality 2050, the National

Green Growth Roadmap, and the Circular Economy

Strategy—form the foundation of its transition to

sustainable energy, industry, and urban development.

Key projects include the Green Special Economic Zone

in Koh Kong and the energy-efficient Techo

International Airport.

The government targets 70 percent renewable energy

by 2030 and a 55 percent cut in greenhouse gas

emissions under its Nationally Determined

Contribution submitted to the UN. The Ministry of

Environment emphasized that achieving these goals

will rely on international financing and transparent

carbon market mechanisms. [Phnom Penh Post]

Malaysian defense minister confirms

China commitment to supporting South

China Sea Code of Conduct talks

(tl) Malaysia’s Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled

Nordin said China has reiterated its support for

finalizing the Code of Conduct (COC) on the South

China Sea. During a meeting with Khaled on the

sidelines of the 12th Asean Defence Ministers’ Meeting

Plus (ADMM-Plus) in Kuala Lumpur, Chinese Defense

Minister Admiral Dong Jun affirmed Beijing’s backing

for the ongoing negotiations led by Malaysia’s foreign

ministry. The statement follows Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim’s recent announcement that Chinese Premier

Li Qiang had agreed to accelerate COC discussions with

ASEAN.

ASEAN and China first adopted the Declaration on the

Conduct of Parties (DOC) in 2002 and began talks for a

legally binding COC in 2013. Both sides completed the

second reading of the draft in 2023 and aim to finalize

the agreement by 2026, according to earlier remarks

from Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi. [Malay Mail 1]

Meanwhile, during the Asean-US Defence Ministers’ Hi-

Tea following the ADMM-Plus, the United States

pledged continued support for Asean member states

in tackling regional security challenges, particularly in

the South China Sea, according to Mohamed. He said

Washington emphasized its “peace through strength”

approach and expressed readiness to assist ASEAN

nations in strengthening defence capabilities. [Malay

Mail 2]
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UN expert urges global rejection of

upcoming general election in Myanmar

(anl) On October 29, the UN Special Rapporteur on

Human Rights in Myanmar, Tom Andrews, called on

member states to reject the military junta’s planned

general elections in December and January, describing

them as a “sham” and a “fraud.” His remarks followed

the presentation of his report at the 80th UN General

Assembly in New York.

Andrews emphasized that no free or fair election can

take place while political leaders, including Daw Aung

San Suu Kyi, remain imprisoned, opposition parties are

forcibly disbanded, and freedom of expression and the

press are suppressed. He echoed ASEAN leaders’

demand to end violence before any election—a key

point of the bloc’s five-point consensus—stating that

this commitment has been repeatedly violated by the

junta.

Andrews urged UN member states to issue clear

statements rejecting the planned elections and to

refrain from sending international observers, warning

that doing so would only lend legitimacy to the junta’s

efforts. [The Irrawaddy]

UN investigator warns of escalating war

crimes and funding shortfall in Myanmar

(su) At the 80th session of the UN General Assembly’s

Third Committee on October 28, Nicholas Koumjian,

Head of the Independent Investigative Mechanism for

Myanmar (IIMM), warned that international crimes in

Myanmar are worsening and that the Mechanism faces

severe funding shortages that threaten its operations.

Koumjian reported a marked escalation in the

frequency and brutality of violations, including torture,

sexual violence, and airstrikes targeting civilians, citing

evidence collected from over 1,300 sources and 600

witnesses. According to Koumjian the sources

document both military and opposition atrocities such

as summary executions, sexual violence, and attacks

on schools, hospitals, and homes.

The IIMM’s findings have been shared with the

International Criminal Court, Argentina’s Federal Court,

and the International Court of Justice, where The

Gambia’s genocide case against Myanmar is ongoing.

Koumjian also stated that some states are investigating
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companies and individuals allegedly supplying

weapons used in Myanmar’s conflict.

However, he warned that the Mechanism may lose up

to one-third of its personnel early next year due to a

sharp decline in donor funding, including specialists in

sexual and gender-based violence and crimes against

children. [Mizzima]

Philippines and UAE seek entry into Asia-

Pacific trade pact CPTPP

(ms) The Philippines and the United Arab Emirates

have formally applied to join the Comprehensive and

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership

(CPTPP), signaling their intent to deepen engagement

with one of the world’s largest free trade blocs as

global trade tensions intensify.

According to reports from Nikkei Asia and Japanese

government sources, both nations submitted their

membership applications to New Zealand — the

CPTPP’s official depositary — in August 2025. The pact,

which came into force in 2018, currently consists of 12

members including Japan, Australia, Singapore,

Vietnam, and the United Kingdom, and accounts for a

combined gross domestic product of around USD 13.5

trillion.

The Philippines’ application comes amid the erosion of

traditional trade relationships, particularly following

the United States’ imposition of a 19 percent import

tariff on Philippine goods earlier this year under

President Donald Trump’s protectionist “liberation day”

trade policies. Manila’s Department of Trade and

Industry has framed CPTPP accession as a strategic

hedge, providing “preferential access to major

markets” such as Canada, Mexico, and the United

Kingdom where it lacks bilateral agreements.

For the Philippines, membership would require

significant alignment with CPTPP standards on tariff

elimination, investment rules, intellectual property

protection, and digital trade governance. All 12 current

members must agree before accession talks can begin

— a process expected to be discussed at the upcoming

CPTPP ministerial meeting in Australia later this year.

Observers say the move highlights how middle

economies like the Philippines are seeking to diversify

trade dependencies and secure supply-chain stability

amid rising U.S.–China competition and the weakening

of multilateral trade institutions. [Nikkei Asia] [The

Diplomat]
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Philippines formally accepts 2026 ASEAN

Chairmanship from Malaysia

(ghd) The Philippines has officially accepted the ASEAN

chairmanship for 2026 during the closing ceremony of

the 47th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur.

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim handed over

the symbolic gavel to President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

on October 28, marking the formal transfer of

leadership. The Philippines, which takes the slot

originally assigned to Myanmar, will officially begin its

chairmanship on January 1, 2026.

Marcos announced the theme for the 2026 summits,

which shall be “Navigating Our Future Together”, and

reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment to ASEAN

centrality. He also expressed optimism that under

Manila’s leadership, the bloc could finalize the Code of

Conduct for the South China Sea. [Inquirer1]

The Philippines is preparing for its 2026 ASEAN

chairship by emphasizing both "chill" diplomacy and a

strong defense posture. Marcos stated that the

country is ready to host and will use its friendly and

hospitable nature to build consensus, with the primary

goal of advancing the South China Sea Code of

Conduct (COC). Simultaneously, Defense Secretary

Gilberto Teodoro confirmed that the Philippines is

prepared to lead the ASEAN defense meetings

(ADMM/ADMM-Plus) and will set the agenda to uphold

a rules-based regional order amid growing security

challenges. [Inquirer2]  [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines, EU reaffirm mutual

commitment to human rights

(ghd/ms) The Philippines and the European Union

reaffirmed their shared commitment to upholding

human rights, due process, and the rule of law during

the Fifth Subcommittee Meeting on Good Governance,

Rule of Law, and Human Rights held in Brussels. Both

sides underscored their joint responsibility to promote

the principles of the UN Charter and agreed to

strengthen cooperation with the ASEAN Inter-

Governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR)

as Manila prepares to assume the ASEAN

chairmanship in 2026.

The EU and the Philippines jointly condemned extra-

judicial killings and stressed the need for
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accountability. The EU also voiced support for the

Philippines’ Fourth National Action Plan on Human

Rights, recognizing efforts to reform the justice sector

through jail decongestion measures and the creation

of a National Forensic Institute. Both parties reiterated

their commitment to protect human rights defenders

and ensure that anti-terrorism laws are not used to

curtail civil liberties or restrict journalists and civil

society groups.

Still, European officials and human rights organizations

noted that significant gaps remain between policy

commitments and implementation. Rights groups have

called for credible investigations into past drug-related

killings and stronger guarantees for judicial

independence. Observers in Brussels welcomed

Manila’s renewed engagement but emphasized that

the EU’s human rights dialogue with the Philippines will

continue to be “principled and evidence-based,” aiming

to ensure that declared reforms translate into lasting

protection for citizens on the ground. [Manila Bulletin]

Singapore seizes USD 120 million in assets

linked to Prince Group as Southeast Asian

scam network fallout deepens

(ms) Singaporean authorities have seized more than

SD 150 million (USD 116 million) in assets tied to the

Prince Group, a conglomerate accused of orchestrating

one of Southeast Asia’s largest cyber-fraud and money-

laundering networks. The assets — including six

properties, multiple bank and securities accounts, and

cash holdings — are linked to Cambodian

businessman Chen Zhi and his associates, police

confirmed in a statement.

The investigation began in 2024 after Singapore’s

Suspicious Transaction Reporting Office flagged

suspicious cross-border transfers. It follows sweeping

United States and United Kingdom sanctions against

the Prince Group, accused of running “scam

compounds” in Cambodia, Myanmar, and neighboring

countries, where trafficked workers were allegedly

coerced into online fraud under threat of violence. The

U.S. Treasury Department has called the case its

largest enforcement action in Southeast Asia, targeting

146 individuals and freezing assets across several

jurisdictions.

Singapore’s Monetary Authority (MAS) said banks had

filed suspicious-transaction reports early, allowing

regulators to close questionable accounts and “avert

larger sums from being held in our financial sector.”

The seizure comes two years after the city-state’s
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record 2023 money-laundering scandal, which involved

more than SD 3 billion in illicit assets.

The scandal’s reach has extended beyond Singapore.

In Thailand, Deputy Finance Minister Vorapak

Tanyawong resigned in late October after media

reports linked his family to cryptocurrency transfers

associated with the same transnational network.

Investigations by Thai journalists revealed that millions

in digital assets flowed through Singapore-registered

shell companies into Thai financial firms, exposing how

regional finance systems were exploited to launder

proceeds from “pig-butchering” scams and forced-

labor operations in Cambodia and Laos. The fallout has

shaken Bangkok’s political establishment, prompting

parliamentary hearings and scrutiny of senior officials

over their ties to entities connected to Chen Zhi and

alleged financier Benjamin Mauerberger (read more

AiR No. 43, October/2025, 4).

Analysts say the simultaneous actions in Singapore

and Bangkok mark a regional turning point: Southeast

Asian governments, long criticized for tolerating

opaque financial flows, are now confronting how

criminal syndicates have embedded themselves in

legitimate markets. With investigations expanding

across ASEAN, the Prince Group case has become a

litmus test for the region’s ability to safeguard its

financial integrity amid rising global pressure. [Reuters]

Timor-Leste moves quickly to embed

ASEAN membership with new diplomatic,

trade and integration steps

(ms) Following its formal accession as ASEAN’s 11th

member on 26 October, Timor-Leste has taken a series

of concrete steps to embed its membership and

prepare for active participation in the regional bloc.

On 29 October, Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão

travelled to Jakarta where Timor-Leste’s ambassador to

ASEAN presented credentials at the bloc’s

headquarters. This move officially activates Timor-

Leste’s permanent representation in the ASEAN

Secretariat, enabling it to participate fully in ministerial

and working-group meetings going forward.

At the same time, ASEAN’s Secretariat announced that

a dedicated Task-Force Unit for Timor-Leste has been

operationalized. Its role: to coordinate the country’s

integration into the three ASEAN pillars (political-

security, economic, socio-cultural), monitor Timor-

Leste’s compliance with the accession roadmap, and
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support member states in implementing their

commitments toward the new member.

In Dili, the government responded swiftly. On 30

October the Cabinet approved a directive requiring all

ministries to submit updated “ASEAN-Alignment Status

Reports” by the end of December. These reports will

show how each ministry’s laws, regulations and

administrative systems are aligned with ASEAN

obligations. Officials say this is the first such

requirement since accession.

Also on 30 October the Ministry of Trade and

Investment announced that Timor-Leste is now

officially listed as a full partner for regional trade-

dialogue under the ASEAN Economic Community

framework. This means Timor-Leste can engage in

trade-and-investment working-groups, attend

committee sessions on tariffs and non-tariffs, and

submit proposals for regional value-chain cooperation.

On 31 October, during a visit by the Indonesian Foreign

Minister to Dili, Indonesia reaffirmed its support for

Timor-Leste’s capacity-building in transport

connectivity and customs-facilitation. A joint roadmap

signed that day sets out a timetable for specific

projects: e-customs linkage by mid-2026; a pilot

“ASEAN-corridor” shipping lane to Timor-Leste’s Dili

port by end-2027; and a joint training program for

Timor-Leste’s customs officials through Indonesia’s

national training college.

Timor-Leste’s inclusion has also reached the defense

sphere. At the 19th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting

(ADMM) in Kuala Lumpur on October 31, Malaysian

Defence Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed Khaled Nordin

announced that ASEAN will facilitate the participation

of Timor-Leste’s armed forces (F-FDTL) in regional joint

exercises. He emphasized that the integration would

be managed “in ways that do not burden the nation,”

acknowledging Timor-Leste’s limited defense capacity

compared to older members.

By 1 November, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

announced that Timor-Leste will host its first ASEAN-

coordinated seminar on “Small State Diplomacy in

ASEAN” in mid‐2026, signaling a desire to contribute

actively rather than simply be a recipient of ASEAN

activities. The announcement also noted that the

schedule of ASEAN ministerial meetings in 2026 will

include Timor-Leste’s full participation from the outset.

As of 3 November, internal government sources

indicate that Timor-Leste has submitted to the ASEAN

Secretariat the “Initial Contribution Plan” — a

document setting out how Timor-Leste plans to



contribute financially and resource-wise (staff, hosting

meetings, participating in working groups) to the three-

pillar community. Submission of this plan is a condition

of membership, and its forwarding marks the

compliance of one of the last remaining accession

conditions. [Government of Timor-Leste] [The Star]

[Vietnam+]

Bangladesh and Pakistan continue to

rebuild ties across the spectrum

(lm) Pakistan and Bangladesh are taking visible steps to

rebuild diplomatic, economic, and defense ties after

decades of estrangement, signaling a cautious

normalization of relations following the 2024 ouster of

former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, whose

government maintained close alignment with India.

During a visit to Dhaka on October 29, Pakistan’s

Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik met senior

Bangladeshi officials, including advisers for foreign

affairs, commerce, and energy, to discuss enhanced

cooperation in energy, natural resources, and regional

connectivity. The talks emphasized restoring direct

flights between the two countries and expanding

collaboration in trade, energy security, and investment.

The meetings came shortly after the ninth session of

the Pakistan–Bangladesh Joint Economic Commission

(JEC)—the first in twenty years—where both sides

expressed satisfaction over the revival of institutional

dialogue and agreed to deepen economic engagement.

[Arab News]

In a parallel development, a Pakistani military

delegation led by General Sahir Shamshad Mirza,

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, visited

Dhaka for five days and met with the chiefs of

Bangladesh’s Army, Navy, and Air Force to explore joint

training programs, defense seminars, and reciprocal

visits. General Mirza also met Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus on October 25, in what observers

describe as the highest-level Pakistani military visit to

Bangladesh in recent years. [The Daily Star]

Landmine blast near Bangladesh-

Myanmar border highlights rising cross-

border tensions

(lm) A Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) officer has died

after being critically injured in a landmine explosion

along the Bangladesh–Myanmar border, in what
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authorities in Dhaka described as the latest in a series

of incidents linked to the Arakan Army, an ethnic

Rakhine armed group fighting Myanmar’s military.

The explosion occurred on October 12 near the

Naikhongchhari border in Bandarban District,

southeastern Bangladesh, close to the zero line, the

narrow strip separating the two countries. BGB officials

said the Arakan Army has continued to lay mines along

and within parts of the no-man’s land since Myanmar’s

junta forces withdrew from the area in late 2024.

According to BGB data, at least 65 Bangladeshis have

been injured by landmines since fighting intensified

between Myanmar government troops and the Arakan

Army in early 2024. Two Rohingya refugees were killed

by landmines in 2024, and several others injured the

previous year.

Border clashes inside Rakhine State, Myanmar,

between the Arakan Army and Rohingya armed groups

such as ARSA, RSO, and ARA, have also increased in

frequency, with stray gunfire occasionally injuring

Bangladeshi civilians in Whykong, a border area of

Teknaf Subdistrict in Cox’s Bazar District. BGB officials

said patrols have been reinforced and protest notes

have been sent to both Myanmar authorities and the

Arakan Army.

Beyond landmine incidents, abductions of Bangladeshi

fishermen in the Bay of Bengal have risen. Since

August 2025, the Arakan Army has allegedly abducted

more than 100 fishermen, with about half still missing,

according to Bangladesh government data. [The Daily

Star]

Brunei adopts Chinese aviation standards

in major strategic win for Beijing

(dql) Brunei has formally recognized China’s civil

aviation certification standards, a move that could

facilitate the entry of Chinese-built aircraft, including

Comac’s narrowbody C919, into Southeast Asia. The

decision, confirmed by Brunei’s Department of Civil

Aviation, marks the country as one of the first outside

China to explicitly accept the airworthiness codes of

the Civil Aviation Administration of China, previously

limited to European, US, and Canadian certifications.

The adoption aligns with broader Chinese efforts to

internationalize the C919 and challenge the long-

standing Airbus-Boeing duopoly. Start-up carrier

GallopAir placed a US$2 billion order in 2023 for 30

Comac aircraft, including the C919 and the smaller
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C909 regional jet, targeting connections between China

and four Southeast Asian countries over a seven-year

plan. Malaysian carrier AirAsia has also indicated active

discussions to acquire Comac planes. [SCMP]

Analysts note that while Brunei’s small population and

lack of domestic routes limit immediate demand, the

recognition sets a precedent for wider regional

acceptance. Full operational approval will require

aircraft validation in Brunei and air-service agreements

with destination countries. Training of local engineers

and maintenance personnel will also be necessary to

support Comac operations alongside established

Airbus and Boeing networks. [Clean Technica]

The C919 is comparable in size and performance to the

Airbus A320 and Boeing 737 families, but market

penetration faces entrenched Western supply chains

and longstanding operator preferences. Nonetheless,

Brunei’s move represents a strategic foothold for

China’s civil aviation ambitions in Southeast Asia,

signaling a potential gradual shift in the regional

aircraft market.

Singapore Prime Minister visits Brunei for

11th Young Leaders’ Programme

(ga) Singapore Prime Minister and Minister for Finance

Lawrence Wong visited Brunei from November 3 to 4,

2025, to attend the 11th Brunei-Singapore Young

Leaders’ Programme (YLP), hosted by Brunei’s Crown

Prince and Senior Minister at the Prime Minister’s

Office Al-Muhtadee Billah. The visit underscored the

commitment of both nations to strengthen their long-

standing partnership across multiple sectors.

During the visit, Brunei’s Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah

received Prime Minister Wong in audience at Nurul

Iman Palace, where both leaders reaffirmed their

commitment to enhancing cooperation in areas

including defense, currency interchangeability, and

people-to-people exchanges. A luncheon hosted by the

Sultan followed by the audience, attended by members

of the royal family and senior officials from both

countries. [Borneo Bulletin 1] [Borneo Bulletin 2]

The Crown Prince also hosted an audience and official

welcoming dinner for Prime Minister Wong and his

delegation at Qashr Al-Meezaan Palace. Discussions

between both sides focused on bilateral, regional, and

global developments, and explored new areas of

collaboration ahead of Singapore hosting the 12th YLP

in 2026. [Borneo Bulletin 3]
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On the sidelines of the program, both governments

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the

Bilateral Partnership in Sustainable and Liveable Built

Environment. The agreement, signed by Brunei’s

Minister of Development Juanda Abdul Rashid and

Singapore’s Minister for National Development Chee

Hong Tat, aims to enhance cooperation in green

building design, construction technology, urban

planning, and sustainability practices. [Borneo Bulletin

4] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore]

Prime Minister Wong’s itinerary also included visits to

Jerudong Park Medical Centre and meetings with

Singaporean business leaders based in Brunei. His visit

follows the previous YLP hosted by Singapore in 2024

and marks another milestone in the ongoing efforts to

strengthen the close and enduring friendship between

Brunei and Singapore. [Prime Minister’s Office

Singapore]

Cambodia, China deepen civil aviation

partnership

(gm) Air Cambodia will add China’s COMAC C909

aircraft to its fleet in mid 2026 as part of a long term

modernization program aimed at strengthening

competitiveness and regional connectivity.

The decision followed an official visit on October 22 by

Mao Havannall, Minister in charge of the State

Secretariat of Civil Aviation and chairman of Air

Cambodia, to COMAC’s headquarters in Shanghai. The

delegation included senior civil aviation officials and

the airline’s management team.

According to the State Secretariat of Civil Aviation, the

move marks a new phase of cooperation under the

Cambodia China Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,

supporting development priorities tied to the Belt and

Road Initiative, the Lancang Mekong Cooperation

Framework and the Cambodia 2030 Air Transport

Development Vision.

The partnership will enhance Cambodia’s air

connectivity, trade, tourism recovery and integration

across the Mekong region. COMAC will provide

maintenance and technical support under its

international 6S service model to develop local

maintenance and safety capacity.

Air Cambodia’s plan to operate the C909 builds on a

memorandum signed in September for the purchase

of 20 aircraft, including 10 firm orders and 10 purchase

rights. The airline said it remains committed to
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maintaining a diversified fleet through cooperation

with aircraft manufacturers from China, Europe and

the United States to ensure operational resilience and

safety. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia to work with South Korea on

joint crackdown of online scams

(dql) Cambodia has pledged to coordinate with South

Korea’s newly formed task force to combat

transnational crime, including online scams. The

commitment came during a November 3 meeting

between Chhay Sinarith, head of Cambodia’s

Commission for Combating Online Scams (CCOS), and

Park Il, South Korea’s de facto mission head in

Cambodia.

The joint task force follows discussions between

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and South

Korean President Lee Jae-myung at the 47th ASEAN

Summit. The initiative was spurred by nationwide

investigations in Cambodia after a South Korean

student died in Kampot province, triggering public

outrage and calls for action. [Cambodianess]

Meanwhile, Phnom Penh authorities arrested 107

Indonesians, including 36 women, and five Cambodian

men in connection with online fraud operations. The

arrests followed a raid on an 11-story building in Tuol

Kork district, identified through local police

investigations revealing that many Indonesian

residents were confined indoors.

Police seized roughly 100 computers, over 100 mobile

phones, other equipment used in scams, and two

vehicles. [Khmer Times 1]

In addition, Malaysian authorities are actively seeking

seven nationals accused by Singaporean officials of

participating in online scam syndicates based in

Cambodia. The suspects have been placed on a

wanted list, with police initiating efforts to locate and

arrest them, according to Malaysia’s Criminal

Investigation Department Director Kumar.

The investigation follows Singapore police issuing

arrest warrants for 34 individuals—27 Singaporeans

and 7 Malaysians—linked to a syndicate that

impersonated government officials to defraud victims

in Singapore. The scams have been tied to 438 cases,

resulting in losses of at least USD 31.5 million. [Khmer

Times 2]
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Cambodia, U.S. resume key military

exercises, reaffirm strategic partnership

(dql) Cambodia and the United States have agreed to

resume their flagship bilateral military exercise, Angkor

Sentinel, signaling a restoration of defence

cooperation after an eight-year suspension. The

agreement was reached during a bilateral meeting

between Cambodia’s Defence Minister General Tea

Seiha and US Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth on

the sidelines of the 12th ASEAN Defence Ministers’

Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus) in Kuala Lumpur past

weekend. The restart of the exercise, last held in 2017,

follows the US decision to lift its arms embargo on

Cambodia and reflects broader efforts to rebuild trust

and balance Cambodia’s foreign relations.

The annual Angkor Sentinel exercise, launched in 2010,

enhances military-to-military cooperation and disaster

relief capabilities. Talks to revive the exercise began

last year, following US military visits to Cambodia and

are linked to broader regional stability efforts,

including US-mediated ceasefire agreements between

Cambodia and Thailand after border clashes in July

2025.

Gen Seiha also participated in the 19th ASEAN Defence

Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) and ADMM-Plus, engaging

in bilateral and informal discussions with defence

leaders from ASEAN and Plus countries, including

India, China, Japan, and the US. These meetings

emphasized strengthening regional security

cooperation, addressing emerging threats, and

upholding ASEAN’s central role in the Indo-Pacific

security architecture. [Khmer Times]

In parallel, Cambodia and the U.S. reiterated their

commitment to strengthening bilateral ties across

economic, security, and regional cooperation domains.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak

Sokhonn met with US Assistant Secretary of State for

East Asian and Pacific Affairs Michael George

DeSombre on November 4 to explore avenues for

deeper collaboration.

Discussions focused on expanding cooperation in

trade, investment, defense, and security, including

cybercrime prevention and demining. Both sides

welcomed the recent signing of the Cambodia-US

Agreement on Reciprocal Tariffs (ART) as a “major

milestone” for mutual economic engagement and

stressed the importance of its timely and effective

implementation.

On regional security, Cambodia expressed

appreciation to President Donald Trump for facilitating



a ceasefire with Thailand on July 28, and the

subsequent Joint Declaration on Peace in Kuala

Lumpur on October 26. Both parties exchanged views

on implementing the agreement’s commitments,

emphasizing trust-building as essential for lasting

peace. [Kiripost]

Cambodian, French lawmakers seek

stronger cooperation in tourism, trade

and education

(gm) National Assembly President Khuon Sudary met in

Paris with Thomas Lam, President of the France

Cambodia Parliamentary Friendship Group, to discuss

strengthening bilateral cooperation in people to

people exchanges, tourism and investment.

Held on October 30, the meeting reviewed the long-

standing ties between the two parliaments and

broader Cambodia France relations, which Sudary said

have deepened through frequent high-level exchanges

and historical friendship.

She highlighted French President Emmanuel Macron’s

planned 2026 visit to Cambodia for the Francophonie

Summit as a key opportunity to advance cooperation

and encouraged French businesses to invest in

Cambodia as a gateway to the ASEAN and Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership markets.

Lam expressed support for expanding parliamentary

and economic engagement and announced plans to

lead a French delegation to Cambodia in 2026. The two

sides also discussed regional issues, with Sudary

expressing hope that the recent Cambodia Thailand

peace agreement would promote lasting stability.

[Khmer Times]

Chinese court sentences Myanmar mafia

leaders to death

(dql) A Chinese court has sentenced five senior

members of the notorious Bai family mafia from

Myanmar to death, part of Beijing’s intensified

campaign against Southeast Asian scam operations.

The Shenzhen Intermediate People’s Court found 21

Bai family members and associates guilty of fraud,

homicide, injury, and other crimes, including operating

large-scale cyberscams that defrauded victims of more

than CNY 29 billion  (USD 4.1 billion).
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Mafia boss Bai Suocheng, his son Bai Yingcang, and

three others received death sentences; two members

were given suspended death sentences, five received

life imprisonment, and nine others were jailed for

three to 20 years.

The Bai family had controlled their own militia,

operating 41 compounds for scams, casinos, and red-

light activities in Laukkaing, a town they turned into a

criminal hub since the 2000s. [BBC]

China-U.S. latest trade truce underscores

deepening strategic rivalry

(dql) The closely watched meeting between Chinese

President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Donald Trump,

held on October 30 in South Korea ahead of the APEC

summit (see article in this edition), produced a

temporary easing of tensions but no final trade

agreement.

While Trump hailed the encounter as a “great success,”

during his subsequent visit the Gimhae Air Base in

Busan—a U.S.-South Korean joint civil–military airport

—, Beijing’s response  was far more cautious, with the

foreign ministry only stating that “two presidents

agreed to maintain interactions on a regular basis.”

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China] [SCMP]

The preliminary understanding involved U.S. tariff

reductions and China’s suspension of export controls

on rare earth minerals. Trump announced an

immediate cut in tariffs on China-linked goods tied to

fentanyl, reducing the rate from 20 percent to 10

percent and bringing the overall tariff level on Chinese

imports to about 47 percent. The move marks a tactical

easing after weeks of escalating threats, including

Trump’s earlier warning of 100 percent tariffs in

response to Beijing’s rare earth export controls (see

AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2).

According to China’s Ministry of Commerce,

Washington will also postpone implementation of a

rule announced in September that would have

blacklisted majority-owned subsidiaries of Chinese

companies. In addition, both countries agreed to

suspend port docking fees for one year, introduced

earlier in October.

In addition, U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent

announced that China has agreed to purchase 12

million metric tons of U.S. soybeans for the current

season through January, down from 22.5 million tons

last year. Additionally, Beijing committed to buying 25
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million tons annually for the next three years under a

broader trade framework. The agreements, if finalized,

would restore stability to U.S. soybean exports, which

had been severely disrupted by the trade war, costing

American farmers billions. [Reuters 1]

Although this outcome of the meeting reassured global

markets, it is widely seen as representing only a short-

term truce in an enduring rivalry driven by structural

economic and strategic differences.  [CNBC]

For Beijing, the talks demonstrated resilience rather

than concession and are widely seen as having

strengthened China’s position. Analysts highlight that

China has learned to withstand tariff pressure,

diversify trade partners, and use its dominance in rare

earths as leverage. [The New York Times] [Time] [CNN]

[BBC]

U.S. bars Nvidia’s most advanced AI chips from China

Meanwhile, Trump announced that Nvidia’s most

advanced Blackwell-series artificial intelligence (AI)

chips will be reserved exclusively for American

companies, barring China and other nations from

access. Speaking on CBS’s 60 Minutes and aboard Air

Force One, Trump emphasized that “the most

advanced” chips would not be shared with foreign

buyers, signaling an even stricter export regime than

previously indicated.

The stance represents a hardening of U.S. technology

controls aimed at maintaining strategic superiority

over China in AI development and semiconductor

innovation. While Trump left open the possibility of

allowing downgraded versions of the chips to be sold

to China, the idea has already drawn fierce opposition

from China hawks in Congress, who warn that even

limited sales could enhance Beijing’s military and AI

capabilities. [Reuters 2]

The comments follow Nvidia’s announcement that it

will deliver over 260,000 Blackwell chips to South

Korea, including to Samsung Electronics, as part of

Washington’s broader effort to expand AI cooperation

with trusted allies. Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang has said

the company has not applied for export licenses to

China, citing Beijing’s reluctance to host Nvidia’s

operations despite the country’s importance in funding

U.S.-based research and development. [Reuters 3]

War Secretary Hegseth confirms

reopening of China-U.S. military

communication
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(dql) China and the U.S. have agreed to reestablish

military-to-military communication channels aimed at

preventing conflicts and easing tensions, according to

U.S. War Secretary Pete Hegseth who announced the

decision after a phone call with Chinese Defense

Minister Dong Jun, held on October 31 on the sidelines

of the 12th ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting Plus in

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. He described it as part of a

broader effort to promote “peace, stability, and good

relations” between the two powers.

China’s readout of the meeting is silent on this

agreement. Rather, Dong addressed the pain points in

Sino-U.S. relations, calling on the U.S. to “honor its

commitment not to seek to contain China and pursue

conflict, take a clear stance against ‘Taiwan

independence,” and work with China to inject positive

energy into regional and global peace and security.

[Ministry of National Defense, China] [AP News]

The renewed dialogue marks a significant step toward

stabilizing relations after years of strained military

contacts. Most of the more than 90 communication

channels between Washington and Beijing fell dormant

during Trump’s first term and were later severed

entirely after then–House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 2022

visit to Taiwan. Tensions further escalated with a series

of unsafe encounters between Chinese and U.S. naval

vessels and aircraft in the South China Sea.

During follow-up talks in Malaysia, Hegseth stressed

the importance of maintaining a power balance in the

Indo-Pacific and voiced U.S. concerns over China’s

actions in the South China Sea and around Taiwan.

In response, Dong reaffirmed Beijing’s stance that

reunification with Taiwan is an “unstoppable historical

trend” and warned Washington to act prudently. The

renewed military dialogue thus reflects cautious efforts

to manage rivalry and prevent escalation amid

continuing strategic competition. [Al Jazeera]

[POLITICO]

China denies secret nuclear tests after

Trump calls for U.S. to resume testing

(dql) China has strongly denied U.S. President Donald

Trump’s claim that it is secretly conducting nuclear

weapons tests, reaffirming its long-standing

commitment to the moratorium on nuclear testing.

The foreign ministry stated that China “has abided by

its commitment to suspend nuclear testing” and

continues to uphold a policy of no first use and a

defensive nuclear strategy. It Washington to maintain
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its own testing moratorium and contribute to global

stability and non-proliferation. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China]

Trump alleged in a CBS interview that China, along with

Russia, North Korea, and Pakistan, was engaged in

secret underground nuclear testing. He offered no

evidence but said the U.S. should also resume testing

to avoid being “the only country that doesn’t test.” The

comments came shortly after he announced via social

media that he had ordered the Department of Defense

to “immediately” restart U.S. nuclear tests—an

announcement that sparked confusion in Washington.

[The Guardian]

The U.S. has not conducted a nuclear explosion since

1992, and no state other than North Korea is known to

have done so in recent decades. While Russia recently

tested a nuclear-powered cruise missile and an

underwater drone, both Moscow and Beijing maintain

they have not carried out nuclear detonations since

1990 and 1996, respectively. [Al Jazeera]

U.S. officials later sought to clarify Trump’s remarks,

with Energy Secretary Chris Wright explaining that the

administration was referring to non-critical system tests

—evaluations of delivery mechanisms and

configurations that stop short of actual nuclear

explosions.

Canada, China pledge to reset relations

after years of strain

(dql) Chinese President Xi Jinping and Canadian Prime

Minister Mark Carney met on the sidelines of the APEC

summit in Gyeongju — the first formal leaders’

meeting between China and Canada since 2017 — and

committed to reviving bilateral engagement. Xi

highlighted that biliateral ties are “beginning to recover

and improve,” reaffirming that Beijing wants to use the

meeting as a springboard to restore relations and

broaden cooperation on trade, energy and people-to-

people ties. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Carney said Ottawa values its relationship with China

and is eager to restart practical cooperation, hoping to

“make up for lost time.”

Both sides called the conversation a turning point and

instructed officials to move quickly to resolve

outstanding trade disputes and other irritants. Carney

also accepted Xi’s invitation to visit China at a mutually

convenient date.
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The meeting seeks to put years of fraught interactions

behind them — including the 2018 arrest of a Huawei

executive and the reciprocal detention of two

Canadians, later described by Ottawa as “hostage

diplomacy,” as well as subsequent allegations of

interference in Canadian politics and diplomatic

expulsions. Trade tensions have persisted, with

Canadian tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles and

Chinese retaliatory duties on agricultural exports.

[SCMP] [CBC]

Carney’s outreach comes as Canada balances an

increasingly complex relationship with the United

States; recent US–Canada tariff negotiations faltered

after a political controversy in Canada. [The New York

Times] [Reuters]

For China, the talks form part of Xi’s broader APEC

diplomacy, which included meetings with other

regional leaders—including Japanese Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi, South Korean President Lee Jae-

myung, and Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul—

as Beijing pushes for more stable trade and supply-

chain cooperation (see articles in this edition).

China’s Shein bans sex dolls after French

outcry and legal scrutiny

(dql) Shein—the Chinese founded e-commerce giant—

has announced a global ban on the sale of sex dolls,

following condemnation from French authorities over

listings that allegedly depicted childlike figures. The

company said on November 3 it had removed all

related products and images and launched an internal

investigation.

The decision comes days before Shein’s planned

opening of its first physical store in Paris, inside the

BHV Marais department store — an event that has

already provoked public backlash. French Finance

Minister Bruno Le Maire had threatened to ban Shein

from operating in France if the company continued

selling such dolls, while the Paris prosecutor’s office

opened investigations into Shein and other online

retailers after France’s anti-fraud unit flagged the

products.

The controversy adds to the retailer’s ongoing

regulatory troubles. France has fined Shein USD 191

million in 2025 for violations including false

advertising, cookie law breaches, and failure to

disclose microplastic content. Meanwhile, the

European Commission continues to investigate the

company for allegedly selling illegal or non-compliant
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products, as EU lawmakers move to tighten rules

against the environmental and labor abuses of fast

fashion. [The Guardian] [The New York Times]

China, Germany seek to stabilize ties amid

trade and security strains

(dql) On November 3, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang

Yi and his German counterpart Johann Wadephul held

a phone conversation covering security, economic

policy, and other bilateral issues. Both agreed to

reschedule Wadephul’s postponed visit to China, while

Beijing reiterated its invitation for German Chancellor

Friedrich Merz to visit. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China, in Chinese]

According to China’s readout, Wang acknowledged that

differences were inevitable but urged stronger

communication and trust-building. He also pressed

Berlin to oppose “Taiwan independence,” emphasizing

that adherence to the “One China” principle remains

the political foundation of China-Germany relations.

Wang called for a stable and sustainable policy

framework to keep bilateral ties on a constructive

path.

The phone conversation comes amid strained relations

between the two export-driven economies, affected by

disputes over rare earths and semiconductors, as well

as broader trade tensions arising from U.S. President

Donald Trump’s tariff policies. [Reuters 1]

It also took place as European car makers and

automotive suppliers rushed on the same to seek

exemptions from China’s export restrictions on

Nexperia chips, as the trade dispute between Beijing

and The Hague threatened to disrupt vehicle

production across Europe.

The dispute over Nexperia traces back to September,

when the Dutch government took control of the

semiconductor company—owned by Chinese

semiconductor comopany Wingtech— in a rare

intervention reportedly prompted by U.S. security

concerns. The Netherlands justified the move by citing

fears that Nexperia’s technology — crucial for

automotive and consumer electronics production —

could become unavailable in an emergency. In

retaliation, China halted exports of Nexperia’s finished

products, triggering supply disruptions and

heightening tensions between Beijing and European

governments over technological and economic security

(see AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2).
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China has since indicated a willingness to consider

export exemptions, raising hopes for a political

resolution. While the prospect of limited relief has

been welcomed, industry representatives voiced

concerns over the complexity and uncertainty of the

exemption process.

The ongoing impasse has already forced companies

such as Volkswagen and Bosch to scale back

operations, underscoring the broader industrial and

geopolitical implications of the escalating China-Europe

technology standoff. [CNBC] [Reuters 2]

Italy probes China’s DJI over alleged price-

fixing with local importer

(dql) Italy’s Competition Authority (AGCM) has

launched an investigation into the European subsidiary

of Chinese drone manufacturer DJI—the world’s largest

drone producer—and its Italian importer Nital over

allegations of price-fixing. The companies are

suspected of monitoring retail prices and pressuring

distributors to match those listed on Nital’s website,

allegedly threatening to cut off supply to non-

compliant retailers.

The AGCM said such practices—known as resale price

maintenance—violate European Union competition

rules by restricting price competition and preventing

consumers from benefiting from discounts. If

confirmed, the violations could result in significant

fines. 

The Italian investigation into DJI’s alleged price-fixing

practices adds to mounting international scrutiny of

the Chinese drone maker, whose global market

dominance has drawn increasing attention from

regulators.

In the U.S., DJI is already facing significant pressure.

Since October 2024, U.S. Customs and Border

Protection has been blocking imports of certain DJI

drones under the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act,

citing potential supply-chain violations. DJI has denied

any use of forced labor and pledged to cooperate with

authorities. At the same time, the Pentagon continues

to list DJI as a “Chinese military-linked company,” a

designation the firm recently failed to challenge

successfully in court. [Reuters] [Drone DJ]
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China commits to deepening strategic and

economic ties with Russia in talks with

Prime Minister Mishustin

(dql) Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged to deepen

economic and investment relations with Russia during

a meeting with Russian Prime Minister Mikhail

Mishustin in Beijing on November 4. The meeting was

part of Mishutin’s two-day visit to China.

Xi emphasized cooperation in energy, agriculture,

aerospace, the digital economy, and green

development, calling the relationship a “shared

strategic choice” despite a “turbulent external

environment.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China] [Al

Jazeeera]

Meanwhile, during the 30th regular meeting between

Chinese and Russian prime ministers in Hangzhou on

November 3, Chinese Premier Li Qiang emphasized

China’s commitment to strengthening cooperation

with Russia and safeguarding shared security interests.

During his talks with Mishustin in Hangzhou, Li

described the two countries as “good neighbours and

partners” and expressed willingness to align

development strategies and expand collaboration

across multiple sectors. [The State Council, China, in

Chinese]

Mishustin’s two-day visit to China comes amid Russia’s

efforts to navigate Western sanctions over its war in

Ukraine and China’s own tensions with the United

States on trade and technology.

Since the 2022 “no limits” partnership between

Presidents Xi and Putin, China has become a key outlet

for Russia to mitigate sanctions impacts, with record

bilateral trade, yuan-denominated settlements, and

deepening energy cooperation, including progress on

the Power of Siberia 2 pipeline, which could deliver an

additional 50 bcm of Russian Arctic gas to China via

Mongolia.

However, trade faces challenges: Chinese state oil

companies have paused purchases from major Russian

producers due to U.S. sanctions, and China’s yuan-

denominated exports to Russia fell 21 percent year-on-

year in September, though imports from Russia

rebounded by 3.8 percent. Russian officials attribute

trade volatility to external economic pressures and

market saturation. [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, on November 2, Chinese Vice Premier He

Lifeng and Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry

Chernyshenko chaired a commission meeting in
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Ningbo, highlighting growth in copper and nickel

exports and broader access for agricultural goods.

[The State Council, China 2] [Government, Russia 1]

The meetings came on the heels of the meeting

between Chinese and U.S. Presidents Xi Jinping and

Donald Trump last week in South Korea where the two

leaders reached what is widely seen as a short-term

“trade truce” in an enduring rivalry driven by structural

economic and strategic differences. (see article in this

edition).  

Against this backdrop, Mishustin’s visit to China has

been described as used to reaffirm Moscow’s alliance

to China, with “at their highest level in their centuries-

long history and continue to develop dynamically in all

areas, despite various obstacles and illegal Western

sanctions.” [Government, Russia 2] [CNBC]

Russian first-ever yuan-denominated sovereign bond in

the making

In addition, Russia plans to issue its first-ever yuan-

denominated sovereign bond on the domestic market

by early December, marking a strategic step in its

ongoing financial realignment toward China amid

Western sanctions. According to financial market

sources, the Finance Ministry intends to launch up to

four bond tranches worth a total of RUB 400 billion

(about USD 5 billion) with maturities ranging from

three to ten years.

The issuance aims to absorb the growing yuan liquidity

accumulated by Russian exporters and banks from

energy trade with China, which now accounts for

nearly all bilateral transactions. Analysts expect strong

demand from Russian energy firms and other

exporters, who currently hold large yuan deposits that

have driven domestic yuan interest rates to historic

lows.

Although the bonds will be traded on the Moscow

Stock Exchange, Western sanctions mean they will be

inaccessible to most foreign investors, including those

from China. Moscow has sought to establish a financial

“bridge” with Beijing to enable Chinese investment in

Russian assets without Western oversight, but

progress has been limited despite the two countries’

proclaimed “no-limits” partnership. [Reuters 2]

Beyond addressing liquidity and regulatory pressures

in the banking sector, the move highlights Russia’s

deepening dependence on China as it seeks to de-

dollarize its economy and insulate its financial system

from Western restrictions.
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Spain’s king to visit China

(dql) Spain’s King Felipe VI will undertake a state visit to

China from November 10 to 13, the first by a Spanish

monarch in nearly twenty years. The visit reflects both

countries’ intent to strengthen trade, investment, and

diplomatic relations amid shifting global economic

dynamics.

Chinese foreign ministry announced that Beijing is

ready to work with Madrid to deepen cooperation and

advance their strategic partnership. King Felipe’s

program will include meetings with President Xi Jinping

and Premier Li Qiang, focusing on trade, technology,

infrastructure, and cultural exchanges. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China]

For Spain, the visit represents an opportunity to attract

Chinese investment, particularly in renewable energy,

transport, and infrastructure, while enhancing access

for Spanish exporters to the Chinese market. For

China, Spain serves as a gateway to broader European

markets and a key partner in expanding economic and

technological collaboration.

The trip is expected to set the stage for new bilateral

projects and long-term strategic initiatives between

Madrid and Beijing.

China has become Spain’s largest trading partner

outside the European Union, with bilateral trade rising

to USD 48.6 billion in recent years, reflecting

deepening economic links despite global uncertainty.

During a meeting in Madrid in June, Spanish Prime

Minister Pedro Sánchez and Chinese Vice President

Han Zheng discussed ways to enhance cooperation

while advocating against escalating trade conflicts.

[Modern Diplomacy] [Anadolu Ajansı]

Indian companies receive approval to

import rare earth magnets from China

(lm) India has confirmed that several domestic

companies have been granted licenses to import rare

earth magnets from China, signaling a limited

relaxation of Beijing’s export restrictions on critical

materials. The announcement follows China’s decision

to delay the implementation of its latest round of rare

earth export controls after discussions between U.S.

President Donald Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping,

though earlier restrictions remain in force.
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Rare earths—17 elements essential for the production

of electric vehicles, aircraft, defense systems, and

electronics—remain central to global industrial supply

chains. China, which dominates their processing, has

progressively expanded export controls this year to

include additional minerals and refining technologies.

The export curbs, introduced in April and broadened in

October, have disrupted international manufacturing,

prompting countries to seek diversified supply sources.

The partial easing now allows Indian companies,

including major industrial firms, to resume limited

imports of rare earth materials needed for high-tech

and clean-energy manufacturing.

The move comes as companies worldwide, including

Indian energy conglomerates, accelerate shipments of

battery and electronic equipment ahead of new

Chinese restrictions on electric battery technologies

taking effect in early November. [Reuters]

Israeli foreign minister visits India ahead

of potential Netanyahu trip

(lm) On November 4, Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon

Sa’ar visited New Delhi to meet India’s External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar. During his two-day stay, he was

also scheduled to meet India’s National Security

Advisor Ajit Doval before departing on November 6.

The visit occurs ahead of a possible December trip by

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and follows

the recent implementation of the Gaza peace plan

proposed by U.S. President Donald Trump. India aims

to build on the India–Middle East–Europe economic

corridor, which passes through Israel, and to advance

bilateral trade and strategic cooperation after regional

instability.

In September 2025, India and Israel signed a Bilateral

Investment Agreement, signaling both countries’

interest in expanding trade, investment, and broader

strategic ties. [The Indian Express]

India and Bahrain agree to deepen

counterterrorism and security

cooperation

(lm) India and Bahrain have committed to

strengthening bilateral and multilateral cooperation to

combat terrorism, including cross-border threats,
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intelligence sharing, capacity building, and

cybersecurity. The announcement followed talks

between India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar

and Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Abdullatif Bin Rashid

Alzayani on November 3 in New Delhi.

The statement highlighted that the September 2025

visit of three Indian naval ships to Bahrain helped

reinforce regional maritime security and deepen

defense engagement. In addition to security

cooperation, both countries signaled intentions to

expand economic ties through a Bilateral Investment

Treaty and a Joint Working Group on Trade and

Investment, with Bahrain encouraged to explore

investment opportunities in India. [The Indian Express]

Indonesia, South Korea reaffirm defense

cooperation, advance KF-21 fighter jet

partnership

South Korea and Indonesia have reaffirmed their

commitment to deepen defense cooperation, with

President Lee Jae-myung and President Prabowo

Subianto agreeing to continue collaboration on joint

military projects, including the KF-21 Boramae fighter

jet program. The two leaders met on November 1 on

the sidelines of the APEC Summit in Gyeongju, where

Lee emphasized the importance of sustaining strategic

ties in military security.

The KF-21 project, launched in 2010, is South Korea’s

most ambitious defense initiative and Indonesia’s

largest overseas defense collaboration. Under the joint

program, Indonesia agreed to fund about 20 percent

of development costs in exchange for technology

transfers and plans to assemble 48 aircraft

domestically. However, fiscal constraints and delays in

payments prompted a revised agreement in mid-2025,

reducing Indonesia’s contribution to around USD 438

million.

Prabowo said negotiations remain ongoing and

depend on financing and cost-sharing terms but

affirmed that Indonesia remains committed to the

partnership. The project’s continuation is seen as a key

test of Indonesia’s ability to balance its defense

modernization goals with fiscal discipline.

For South Korea, maintaining Indonesia’s participation

strengthens the economic and geopolitical viability of

the KF-21 program as it seeks export markets beyond

domestic procurement. Seoul has increasingly

positioned itself as a regional defense exporter, with

rising arms deals across Southeast Asia.
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Beyond defense, the talks reflected broader efforts to

align the two countries’ cooperation under the

Indonesia–Korea Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (IK-CEPA), which aims to

deepen industrial and technology collaboration.

Analysts note that sustained engagement on the KF-21

could reinforce both nations’ ambitions: South Korea’s

as a growing defense hub, and Indonesia’s as an

emerging power developing an indigenous aerospace

sector to support its regional security aspirations.

[Antara] [Reuters] [Tempo]

Indonesia confirms ongoing zero-tariff

talks with the United States

(ms) Indonesia and the United States are in active

negotiations to establish a zero-percent import tariff

agreement, President Prabowo Subianto confirmed on

the sidelines of the 2025 APEC Summit in Gyeongju,

South Korea. The talks aim to expand bilateral trade by

removing tariffs on several of Indonesia’s leading

export commodities.

According to Coordinating Minister for Economic

Affairs Airlangga Hartarto, the discussions will continue

after APEC and are focused on products where the

United States has limited domestic production—such

as palm oil, rubber, cocoa, and wood-based goods.

Indonesia is seeking treatment similar to that granted

to Malaysia, which recently secured reduced or zero

tariffs on key exports to the U.S.

Acting Director General of Agro-Industry Putu Juli

Ardika said Indonesia aims to lower U.S. tariffs on palm

oil exports, currently around 19 percent, to zero. “If we

can be on par with Malaysia, we will be on the same

playing field for exports to the U.S.,” he said.

Hartarto clarified that negotiations over critical

minerals, including nickel and rare earths, are being

conducted separately as part of broader supply-chain

cooperation.

Analysts say the proposed tariff deal could significantly

strengthen Indonesia’s export competitiveness,

diversify trade ties, and attract greater U.S. investment.

The agreement would also support Prabowo’s goal of

boosting non-fossil and agricultural exports while

reducing trade barriers in strategic markets.

For Washington, the talks align with U.S. efforts to

deepen economic engagement with major Southeast

Asian economies amid global supply-chain

realignments.
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If concluded, the agreement would mark a milestone in

Indonesia–U.S. trade relations, expanding access for

Indonesian producers in the world’s largest consumer

market and positioning Indonesia as a more

competitive regional supplier alongside Malaysia,

Vietnam, and Thailand. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Antara 3]

Indonesia, Finland explore ties in

education and urban development

(ms) Indonesia and Finland are strengthening

cooperation in education, renewable energy, and

sustainable urban development, following a meeting

between Coordinating Minister for Infrastructure and

Regional Development Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono and

Finnish Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen in Jakarta.

Yudhoyono highlighted Finland’s globally admired

education model and its pioneering free school lunch

program, noting its relevance to Indonesia’s own

nutrition and education initiatives. He also introduced

the newly formed Infrastructure Project Facilitation

Office (IPFO), designed to connect government and

investors to fund national infrastructure needs—

estimated at USD 640 billion for 2025–2029.

The IPFO aims to expand private participation,

currently below one-third, through public–private

partnerships and innovative financing.

Foreign Minister Sugiono welcomed Finland’s interest

in expanding cooperation with ASEAN and noted

bilateral trade reached USD 713 million in 2024, up 22

percent from 2019, reflecting growing economic and

environmental collaboration. [Antara]

Indonesia, Australia strengthen defense

cooperation

(ms) Indonesia and Australia have reaffirmed their

defense partnership through high-level talks and a

joint military exercise aimed at improving coordination

in humanitarian and security operations.

Indonesian Defense Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin met

General (Ret.) David John Hurley, former Governor-

General of Australia, in Jakarta on October 29 to

discuss strengthening military cooperation. According

to the Ministry of Defense, the meeting focused on

expanding joint training and building a new territorial

battalion to enhance regional readiness.
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The visit coincided with Bhakti Kanyini Ausindo 2025, a

week-long joint disaster-relief drill held in Banten

Province, involving the Indonesian Air Force and the

Australian Defence Force. The exercise included

helicopter evacuation and disaster-response

simulations designed to improve interoperability in

real emergencies.

Officials said the initiatives reflect growing defense

collaboration between the two neighbors, rooted in

decades of military cooperation and shared interest in

maintaining stability and rapid disaster response

across the Indo-Pacific region. [Antara 1] [Antara 2]

[Voice of Indonesia]

China, Japan commit to building

constructive and stable ties amid tensions

(ay) Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and

Chinese President Xi Jinping agreed to work toward

“constructive and stable” bilateral relations during their

first meeting on the sidelines of the APEC summit in

South Korea. The talks aimed to ease regional

concerns that Takaichi, a known conservative

hardliner, would take a more confrontational stance

toward Beijing.

Takaichi reaffirmed with Xi the goal of building a

“strategic and mutually beneficial relationship,”

emphasizing both cooperation and frank dialogue on

contentious issues.

She raised concerns over China’s military activities in

the East China Sea—where Tokyo and Beijing both

claim sovereignty over the Senkaku / Diaoyu Islands—

its export controls on rare earths, and the safety of

Japanese nationals in China, while also calling for

stability in the Taiwan Strait and improved human

rights protections for Uyghurs and Hong Kong

residents. [Prime Minister’s Office of Japan]

Xi, for his part, emphasized that the China–Japan

relationship stands at a critical juncture, facing both

opportunities and challenges. Xi urged Takaichi to

uphold the key principles underpinning China–Japan

relations. Xi called on Tokyo to fully implement the

“clear provisions on major issues such as history and

Taiwan” enshrined in the four foundational political

documents between the two countries, warning that

these commitments are essential to ensure that “the

foundation of China–Japan relations is neither

damaged nor shaken.”
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In veiled criticism of Takaichi’s visit of the Yasukuni

Shrine— a Shinto shrine in Tokyo that commemorates

Japan’s war dead and that for Beijing glorifies Japan’s

wartime aggression against China—he urged Japan to

respect the spirit of the 1995 Murayama Statement,

which expressed remorse for Japan’s wartime

aggression, and to continue advancing a “strategic and

mutually beneficial relationship” based on partnership

rather than rivalry. Xi said China hopes Japan’s new

government will establish “a correct understanding of

China” and remain committed to peace, friendship,

and cooperation.

Xi called for deeper collaboration in high-end

manufacturing, digital innovation, finance, and supply-

chain stability, while promoting “true multilateralism”

and regional cooperation toward building an Asia-

Pacific community. He also emphasized the need to

“seek common ground while reserving differences” to

prevent disputes from defining the relationship.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The meeting—which took place without Xi sending a

congratulatory note on Takaichi’s premiership which

she assumed on October 21—underscored a cautious

attempt by both sides to stabilize ties amid long-

standing tensions over history, security, and Taiwan.

[Reuters] [Anadolu Ajansı] [Kyodo News]

Meanwhile, Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro

Koizumi on November 1 expressed concern to his

Chinese counterpart, Dong Jun, over the increase in

Beijing’s military operations in the East China Sea and

Pacific regions. The meeting, held on the sidelines of

ASEAN and partner defense ministers’ talks in Kuala

Lumpur, marked the first defense chiefs’ meeting

between the two countries since November 2024.

Koizumi cited recent incidents, including Chinese

fighter jets approaching Japanese Self-Defense Forces

planes and a China Coast Guard helicopter entering

Japanese airspace near the disputed Senkaku Islands

(Diaoyu in Chinese), calling for an immediate halt to

such violations. He emphasized the need for a hotline

and sustained, frank dialogue to prevent accidental

clashes and manage complex security issues. [Mainichi

Shimbun]

Japanese, South Korean leaders reaffirm

cooperation at APEC Summit

(mo/ay) Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and

South Korean President Lee Jae-myung met in

Gyeongju, South Korea, on the sidelines of last week’s
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APEC summit, reaffirming their commitment to “shuttle

diplomacy” and strengthening future-oriented

cooperation. [Prime Minister’s Office, Japan]

The talks, which focused on shared domestic and

global challenges, aimed to build trust and maintain

the recent momentum in bilateral engagement while

avoiding divisive historical or trade issues that have

long strained relations.

Takaichi, who assumed only on October 21, described

South Korea as a key partner and emphasized the

importance of deepening collaboration. Since Lee’s

inauguration in June, both governments have resumed

high-level exchanges initiated under Takaichi’s

predecessor Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba, expanding

cooperation in areas such as demographic challenges,

economic stability, agriculture, and public welfare. [The

Diplomat] [Asia News Network]

On the same occasion, Japanese Foreign Minister

Toshimitsu Motegi and his South Korean counterpart

Cho Hyun also met in Gyeongju, agreeing to promote

“future-oriented” ties and enhance coordination with

the United States. They underscored the need for close

collaboration on North Korea’s nuclear and missile

programs and on broader economic security concerns.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

Later that day, Motegi and Cho joined U.S. Secretary of

State Marco Rubio for a trilateral meeting, reaffirming

their commitment to the complete denuclearization of

North Korea and to deepening cooperation on supply

chain resilience. [Mainichi Shimbun]

Japan, U.S reaffirm alliance strength and

multilateral security coordination

(ay) Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio met in Tokyo on

October 28 and reaffirmed the importance of

strengthening both bilateral deterrence and

multilateral security cooperation with South Korea, the

Philippines, Australia, and India. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan]

Motegi said he looked forward to working with Rubio

to demonstrate “the world’s greatest alliance,” while

Rubio stressed the need to modernize the partnership

for the 21st century, citing cybersecurity and

technology challenges.

The ministers discussed China’s regional activities,

North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs, and
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cooperation on economic and technological resilience.

[Mainichi Shimbun]

The meeting came shortly after Prime Minister

Takaichi’s summit with U.S. President Donald Trump in

Tokyo (see AiR No. 43, October/2025, 4), that saw the

signing of a framework agreement on critical minerals

on October 28, aimed at reducing reliance on China for

materials essential to technology and defense,

underscoring the new administration’s intent to

reaffirm the Japan–U.S. alliance as the foundation of its

foreign and security policy.

In addition, Tokyo and Washington are deepening

bilateral cooperation in science and technology after

Japanese Science and Technology Policy Minister Kimi

Onoda and Michael Kratsios, Director of the U.S. White

House Office of Science and Technology Policy, on

October 28 signed an agreement covering seven fields,

including next-generation communications, quantum

technology, nuclear fusion, and space exploration.

During the talks, Onoda emphasized that closer

coordination between Japan and the United States is

“extremely important” as global competition over

strategic technologies intensifies. Kratsios responded

that both countries remain trusted and like-minded

partners in advancing innovation. [The White House,

USA] [Nippon.com]

Japan Air Force scrambles as Russian

surveillance aircraft operate near

airspace

(ay) Japan last week tracked Russian military aircraft on

two occasions, including an IL-20 electronic-intelligence

platform over the Sea of Japan, prompting Air Self-

Defense Force scrambles from the Japan Air Self-

Defense Force’s (JASDF) Northern Air Defense

Command.

The activity followed a separate sortie involving

Russian bombers that Tokyo monitored on October 24,

underscoring persistent air activity around Japan’s

periphery. [USNI News] [Reuters]

Australia, Japan agree to bolster economic

security cooperation

(ay) Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong agreed in a
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meeting on October 31 to deepen cooperation on

economic security during talks held in Gyeongju, South

Korea, on the sidelines of the APEC ministerial

meeting. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

The two ministers affirmed that Japan and Australia

would work together on securing supply chains for

critical minerals and expanding collaboration in

advanced technologies and defence industry

cooperation. The meeting also marked the start of

preparations for the 50th anniversary of the 1976 Basic

Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation.

Both sides reiterated their shared goal of maintaining a

free and open Indo-Pacific and promoting people-to-

people exchanges. Motegi described the two countries

as the “central pillar” of coordination among like-

minded partners, while Wong underscored Australia’s

commitment to strengthening resilience and

diversification in regional supply networks. The

meeting was the first between the two since the

formation of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s new

Cabinet. [Japan Today]

Meanwhile, Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro

Koizumi met with his Australian and New Zealand

counterparts on November 2 in Malaysia to advance

defense cooperation and arms procurement initiatives.

Koizumi and Australian Defense Minister Richard

Marles agreed to accelerate efforts to finalize a

contract for Australia’s purchase of Japan’s upgraded

Mogami-class frigates. Both officials expressed serious

concern over China’s maritime expansion in the South

China Sea and confirmed plans to deepen trilateral

cooperation with the United States, including an early

defense ministers’ meeting. [Ministry of Defense,

Japan] [The Japan News]

Japan, New Zealand agree on defense

cooperation amid Tokyo’s export push

(dql) Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi and

New Zealand counterpart Judith Collins reaffirmed

close communication on November 2 regarding

Wellington’s replacement of retiring frigates,

highlighting Japan’s efforts to expand defense

equipment exports. [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

Meeting on the sidelines of the ASEAN defense

ministers’ gathering in Malaysia, the two officials

welcomed progress in negotiations on defense supply

exchanges, logistical support, and classified security

information. Collins noted on social media that
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discussions also covered “geopolitical tensions” and

“opportunities to continue our mutual work.”

The ministers emphasized continued collaboration to

support a free and open Indo-Pacific. Japan and New

Zealand are among NATO’s four partners in the region,

alongside Australia and South Korea. Notably, Australia

plans to procure an upgraded version of Japan’s

Mogami-class frigates, with 11 vessels in total, the first

three of which are expected to be built in Japan.

[Mainichi Shimbun] [Defcros News]

Laos-Vietnam strengthen diplomatic and

institutional partnership

(ms) On October 27, 2025, Laos’s Foreign Minister

Thongsavanh Phomvihane met with his Vietnamese

counterpart, Le Hoai Trung, on the margins of the 47th

ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur. The meeting

reaffirmed the “great friendship, special solidarity and

comprehensive cooperation” between the two

countries. The ministers pledged to prompt

implementation of outcomes from the two Politburos’

meetings and the 47th session of the Laos–Vietnam

Cooperation Committee and to advance joint strategic

projects.

Key agreements include preparing for the forthcoming

visit of Vietnamese Party General Secretary Tô Lâm to

Laos for the 50th Lao National Day and the 48th

Cooperation Committee session. The two sides also

committed to drafting a new cooperation agreement

between their foreign ministries, focusing on economic

diplomacy, regional issues, and women’s-union

collaboration.

On October 28, 2025, the two ruling parties held their

12th Theory Conference in Da Nang, with the theme of

political-system restructuring. The venue brought

together senior officials from the Communist Party of

Vietnam and the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party to

exchange experiences in streamlining governance and

party-state institutions. The conference underscored

the need for breakthrough measures to enhance

leadership, efficiency, and governance capacity in both

countries.

As both countries prepare major national congresses

and regional integration tasks, the emphasis is on

synchronizing policy frameworks, exchanging technical

capacity and aligning bilateral efforts with broader

Southeast Asia priorities. [Lao News Agency 1] [Lao

News Agency 2] [Lao News Agency 3] [Lao News

Agency 4]
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Lao Prime Minister meets delegation from

Russia–Laos friendship association

(ms) Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone received Mr.

Sokolín Vladimir, President of the Russia–Laos

Friendship Association, and his delegation in Vientiane

on October 29 2025, as part of efforts to strengthen

bilateral ties between the two long-standing partners.

During the meeting, Prime Minister Sonexay welcomed

the delegation and expressed appreciation for their

visit, noting that it contributes to deepening mutual

understanding, cooperation, and the traditional

solidarity shared by the two countries. He encouraged

further people-to-people exchanges and cultural

cooperation to reinforce the relationship.

Laos and Russia maintain close political and historical

relations dating back to the Soviet era, with

cooperation today extending across education, energy,

defense, and humanitarian assistance. Both sides have

reiterated their commitment to further expanding

collaboration in these areas. [Lao News Agency]

Malaysia’s Sarawak-Brunei bilateral trade

deepens

(tl) Trade between Malaysia’s Sarawak State and

neighboring Brunei stood at MYR 3.39 billion (USD 739

million) in 2024, marking a robust year-on-year growth

and reflecting strengthened economic cooperation.

The figure contributes to Sarawak’s total foreign trade

volume of MYR 198.7 billion (USD 43.7 billion).

Presenting these figures at the signing of a

memorandum of agreement (MoA) between Malaysian

LCDA Agri Business Sdn Bhd and Bruneian Sahamada

Corporation Sdn Bhd for the Rimbunan Kaseh (RK)

Sundar Lawas agricultural and aquaculture project in

Brunei, Deputy Premier Awang Tengah Ali Hasan

emphasized the importance of cross-border

collaboration in driving sustainable development. The

project will cover a 21.45-hectare area.

Malaysia-Thailand border security

tightens after fatal shooting 

(tl) Malaysia’s General Operations Force (GOF)

Southeast Brigade has tightened security along the
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Malaysia-Thailand border following a shooting in

Sungai Golok, Narathiwat, that resulted in a Malaysian

man dead.

Acting commander ACP Ijid Landu Binju said the GOF

remains constantly vigilant and has intensified patrols

and roadblock inspections as a precautionary

measure. The move comes after reports that a

Malaysian national was shot and killed at a residence

in Sungai Golok on 30 October. [Malay Mail]

He further proposed launching joint tourism and trade

initiatives under the “Island of Borneo” brand—linking

Sarawak, Sabah, Labuan, and Brunei—to boost

regional tourism and promote small and medium

enterprises (SMEs). [The Borneo Post]

Malaysia, U.S. formalize MoU on defense

cooperation

(tl) Malaysia and the United States signed their first

bilateral defence memorandum of understanding

(MoU), signaling a milestone in their long-standing

security cooperation. Defence Minister Mohamed

Khaled Nordin said the agreement was inked on the

sidelines of the Asean Defence Ministers’ Meeting

(ADMM) in Kuala Lumpur past weekend.

While specific details of the agreement were not

disclosed, the two countries renewed their acquisition

and cross-servicing agreement and pledged to finalize

bilateral arrangements on communications,

information sharing, and geospatial cooperation,

according to a joint statement.

Khaled noted that while Malaysia maintains a neutral

foreign policy and engages in military cooperation with

various countries, including China, a formal

arrangement with the US has been lacking despite

frequent joint military activities and training.

Both the ADMM and ADMM-Plus meetings, the final

events under this year’s Asean Summit framework, are

being held from October 31 to November 1 in Kuala

Lumpur. [Malay Mail] [The Straits Times]

Malaysia, Italy strengthen energy ties

through Patronas-ENI partnership

(tl) Malaysia and Italy have agreed to accelerate

cooperation between Petroliam Nasional Bhd

(Petronas) and Italian energy company Eni S.p.A (ENI),

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-dti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-dtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-dth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-dtk/


following a phone discussion between Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim and his Italian counterpart Giorgia

Meloni.

Anwar said both countries aim to finalize the strategic

partnership soon, with Meloni expected to make an

official visit to Kuala Lumpur early next year. [Malay

Mail]

China and Maldives strengthen

prosecutorial cooperation with focus on

financial crime and AI integration

(ya) A senior delegation from China’s Supreme People’s

Procuratorate met with the Prosecutor General’s Office

(PGO) of the Maldives on October 29.

The meeting—held in Malé at the invitation of

Prosecutor General Abbas Shareef and led by Shi

Weizhong, a permanent member of China’s top

prosecutorial committee—marked the first formal

engagement between the two offices. Discussions

centered on training Maldivian prosecutors in financial

crime investigation and prosecution, upgrading

institutional infrastructure, integrating AI into case

management, and establishing a digital filing system to

improve efficiency.

The Maldivian side included Deputy Prosecutor

General Mahmood Saleem and several senior

prosecutors, while the Chinese delegation comprised

deputy chief prosecutors from multiple provinces and

Chinese Ambassador Kong Xianhua. [The Sun]

India and Maldives expand renewable

energy cooperation

(ya) The Maldives and India have opened talks to

expand cooperation in renewable energy, focusing on

practical collaboration to boost solar capacity and

improve energy resilience in the island nation. The

meeting, held in New Delhi between Maldivian Deputy

Minister for Tourism and Environment Hussain Ageel

Naseer and Indian Energy Minister Pralhad Joshi, took

place on the sidelines of the International Solar

Alliance (ISA) Assembly.

Maldives officials emphasized that solar power

remains the cornerstone of national energy security,

citing the country’s high dependence on imported

diesel and exposure to rising fuel costs. India offered
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to provide technical support and project-level

cooperation, continuing its role as a major energy

partner in the Indian Ocean region.

The talks follow President Mohamed Muizzu’s pledge

to source 33 percent of national power from

renewables by 2028, and the Maldives’ commitment to

full renewable energy reliance by 2050 under the Blue

Planet Climate Agreement. [The Sun]

Mongolia, South Korea sign cooperation

agreement to improve air quality

(fs) The Ulaanbaatar Air and Environmental Pollution

Reduction Agency has signed a Memorandum of

Understanding with the Korea Air Purifier Association

to strengthen cooperation in improving air quality and

developing air management systems.

The agreement aims to enhance both outdoor and

indoor air quality through policy support, technology

transfer, and the establishment of a joint air testing

and measurement center. It also includes cooperation

in supplying air purifiers, exchanging experts,

conducting training programs, and carrying out joint

research and information sharing. [iToim]

Mongolia, Germany strengthen

environmental cooperation through new

climate and forest projects

(fs) Mongolia is deepening its environmental

cooperation with Germany through new joint initiatives

aimed at protecting ecosystems and tackling climate

change.

Recent negotiations in Ulaanbaatar between

Mongolia’s Ministry of Environment and Climate

Change, led by State Secretary Batbayar

Shurenchuluun, and representatives of the German

federal government, banks, and research institutes

focused on expanding collaboration on green

development projects.

Key initiatives include a nationwide forest inventory,

the establishment of a laboratory to detect heavy

metals in the environment, and support for Mongolia’s

Extended Producer Responsibility framework to

promote sustainable production and consumption.
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Both sides emphasized the importance of

strengthening legal frameworks, expanding protected

areas, and involving the private sector in Mongolia’s

Green Development Plan 2030. [Asia News]

On a separate development, the German government

has committed USD 49.6 million to support the Action

Program of the Government of Mongolia, following

intergovernmental negotiations on development

cooperation.

The Mongolian delegation, co-chaired by State

Secretary Batkhuu Idesh, met with representatives led

by German Ambassador to Mongolia Helmut Rudolf

Kulitz and Yiannis Neophytou, Head of Division for East

and Central Asia at the German Federal Ministry for

Economic Cooperation and Development.

The discussions focused on areas including

biodiversity, environmental protection, education,

employment, climate, and energy. Germany reaffirmed

its support for Mongolia’s economic diversification and

long-term development goals, with both countries

agreeing to expand the use of Germany’s financing

instruments and enhance collaboration in business,

investment, and private sector engagement.

[Montsame]

Twelve undocumented Myanmar

nationals arrested in Thailand

(su) Thai authorities arrested twelve undocumented

Myanmar nationals in Kanchanaburi Province on

October 29 amid a broader crackdown on illegal

border crossings, according to media outlet Migrant

Times. Police stopped a Honda Jazz near the

Thamakham railway junction and found the group

inside without legal documents.

The vehicle’s driver, also a Myanmar national,

reportedly confessed to being hired to transport the

migrants from the Three Pagodas Pass border crossing

to Ban Pong Township in Ratchaburi Province for a

payment of 2,000 baht per person. Thai media noted

that the same driver had previously smuggled seven

Myanmar workers using a borrowed vehicle.

According to official figures, more than 700 Myanmar

nationals have been arrested across Thailand in

October for illegal entry. [Eleven  Media Group]
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Myanmar, Russia visa exemption

agreement

(su) Myanmar and Russia have signed an agreement to

abolish visa requirements for each other’s citizens.

The agreement was signed on October 28 by Russian

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Myanmar Foreign

Minister U Than Swe during a bilateral meeting held on

the sidelines of the Minsk International Conference on

Eurasian Security in Minsk, Belarus. Both ministers also

endorsed a program of consultations between the two

foreign ministries for 2025–2027.

During the talks, the two sides also discussed

expanding cooperation in areas including trade,

investment, energy, and humanitarian affairs, and

agreed to enhance coordination on regional and

international issues of mutual concern. [Eleven Media

Group]

The visa exemption agreement reflects growing

Russian interest in Southeast Asia: approximately 2.5

million Russian tourists visited the Asia-Pacific region in

2024, while tourist arrivals in Myanmar rose 60 percent

year-on-year in the first quarter of 2025.

Demand for visas has surged, with the number issued

in the first four months of 2025 doubling compared to

the same period in 2024. Supporting connectivity,

Myanmar Airways International (MAI) launched direct

flights linking Yangon and Mandalay with Novosibirsk,

Russia, in September 2023.

Beyond tourism, Russian authorities—including the

Election Commission and State Duma—may send

observers to Myanmar’s general elections, scheduled

for December 28, 2025, underscoring the potential

expansion of bilateral engagement. [NP News]

North Korean foreign minister visits

Belarus

(sm) North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui

traveled to Minsk from October 28 to 30, meeting with

Belarusian Foreign Minister, Maxim Ryzhenkov, to

discuss broad cooperation between the two countries.

The talks focused on strengthened ties across multiple

sectors, including trade, humanitarian exchanges, and

political coordination. The visit represented one of

Pyongyang’s highest-level diplomatic engagements in

Eastern Europe in several years. [KCNA] [NK News]
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The meeting took place nearly two months after North

Korean leader Kim Jong-un met Belarusian President

Alexander Lukashenko in Beijing during a Chinese

military parade on September 3, where Kim invited

Lukashenko to visit North Korea. Belarus, along with

North Korea, is among the few countries that have

supported Russia’s war in Ukraine, and recent

developments indicate that the two nations are moving

to strengthen their bilateral ties.

In addition, Choe participated in Belarus’s Third Minsk

International Conference on Eurasian Security on

October 30, where she emphasized the need for closer

collaboration among the Eurasian states as well as

criticizing Western influence in regional affairs.

Her remarks echoed North Korea’s broader messaging

about aligning with countries that challenge the U.S.-

led international order and support the idea of a

multipolar world. [Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea, Russia continue to deepen

military and economic cooperation

(sm) Recent steps taken by North Korea signal a

further deepening of cooperation with Russia in

military and economic cooperation, with Pyongyang

dispatching a military construction brigade to Russia

and hosting a high-level Russian delegation to discuss

expanded economic cooperation.

North Korea sends military construction unit to rebuild

Russia’s war-damaged infrastructure

North Korea has reportedly sent the 2215th

Construction Brigade, a unit of about 1,000 soldiers, to

Russia to assist in rebuilding areas damaged during the

war in Ukraine. Formed in April, the brigade is

operating in regions such as Rostov Oblast to repair

roads, railways, and military facilities, in a formal

collaboration between the two governments that

underscores Pyongyang’s growing role in Moscow’s

post-war recovery efforts.

The deployment of this specialized brigade marks a

shift from sending civilian laborers abroad to using

military personnel for construction and logistics work.

Operating under joint oversight from both North

Korean and Russian authorities, the unit’s activities are

seen as a way to secure foreign currency through

reconstruction while strengthening bilateral ties amid

international sanctions. [Daily NK]
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Pyongyang receives Russian delegation to discuss

continued joint economic cooperation efforts

Meanwhile, a high-level Russian delegation led by the

natural resources minister Alexander Kozlov arrived in

Pyongyang on October 30 to attend a meeting of the

intergovernmental economic cooperation committee.

[Korea JoongAng Daily]

Though specific outcomes have not been disclosed to

the public, discussions are expected to focus on

expanding trade and coordination in sectors such as

industry, education opportunities, and public health

initiatives. [Yonhap News Agency]

First Pakistani astronaut to join Chinese

space mission

(lm) China announced that a Pakistani astronaut will

take part in a short-term space mission aboard the

Chinese space station Tiangong, marking a major

milestone in Pakistan’s emerging space cooperation

with Beijing.

The selection process began earlier this year under a

bilateral agreement signed in February 2025 between

Pakistan’s Space and Upper Atmosphere Research

Commission (SUPARCO) and the CMSA. Initial

screening is being conducted in Pakistan, followed by

advanced training stages in China.

The collaboration reflects the deepening space

partnership between Beijing and Islamabad, which

includes joint satellite development and planned lunar

exploration. In January, the two sides agreed that a

Pakistani lunar rover will join China’s Chang’e 8 mission

in 2028, aiming to conduct surface mapping, soil and

radiation studies at the Moon’s south pole. Pakistan’s

first lunar satellite, ICUBE-Q, was launched aboard

China’s Chang’e 6 mission in 2024. [Arab News]

Pakistan alleges Indian intelligence

coerced fisherman to transport military

items for propaganda campaign

(lm) Pakistan has accused Indian intelligence agencies

of coercing a local fisherman into smuggling Pakistani

military uniforms, local currency, and Chinese mobile

SIM cards across the maritime boundary, describing

the alleged operation as part of a broader Indian

disinformation effort aimed at undermining Islamabad.
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According to Information Minister Attaullah Tarar, the

fisherman was reportedly detained by India’s Coast

Guard in September and later forced to procure and

carry military-related items to India under threats of

imprisonment. Pakistani law enforcement agencies

said they intercepted the individual at sea, seizing the

materials before they could be delivered.

Officials in Islamabad said the case reflects what they

view as India’s attempt to fabricate evidence for

propaganda purposes, linking the alleged plan to

recent Indian naval exercises near Gujarat. Tarar

presented what he described as a confession video to

support the government’s claims, saying the matter

would be raised internationally to “expose India’s

conspiracies.”

The accusation follows months of heightened tension

between the two nuclear-armed neighbors. In July,

Indian Home Minister Amit Shah had alleged that

militants killed in Indian-administered Kashmir were

found with Pakistani voter IDs, a claim Islamabad

rejected and demanded be investigated by an impartial

international body. [Arab News]

Japan to invest USD 300 million in

Pakistani copper-gold mining project

(lm) Japan is preparing to invest in Pakistan’s copper-

gold mining sector, with the Japan Bank for

International Cooperation (JBIC) planning a USD 300

million loan for a large-scale project in Balochistan

province. The investment marks Japan’s growing effort

to secure long-term access to critical minerals

expected to face shortages in the coming years.

The project centers on the Reko Diq copper-gold mine,

one of the world’s largest undeveloped copper

deposits. Operated jointly by Barrick Gold Corporation

and the Government of Pakistan, it is expected to

become the fifth-largest copper reserve globally.

Mining operations are scheduled to begin in 2028 and

continue for about 38 years, processing 45 million

metric tons of ore annually and producing 800,000

tons of copper concentrate with a grade between 26

and 30 percent.

Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb

met JBIC Governor Nobumitsu Hayashi in Washington

last month, welcoming Japan’s formal commitment to

join the project’s lender group. The agreement is

expected to be finalized by early 2026.
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Japan’s participation also involves private-sector

partners. Komatsu, a Japanese equipment

manufacturer, signed a USD 440 million deal earlier

this year to supply heavy machinery for the project and

plans to establish a unit in Karachi. Meanwhile, the

Asian Development Bank (ADB), where Japan is a major

shareholder, approved USD 300 million in loans and a

USD 110 million credit guarantee for the same venture.

According to JBIC officials, the initiative will contribute

to global copper supply amid projected shortages

highlighted by the International Energy Agency (IEA),

which estimates that copper mined from existing and

announced projects may fall short of demand by 2035.

[Business Standard] [Nikkei Asia]

Expanding Pakistan-United States

cooperation in energy and critical

minerals

(lm) Pakistan and the United States strengthened their

economic and strategic engagement last week through

two key developments — the first-ever shipment of

U.S. crude oil to Pakistan and high-level talks on critical

minerals cooperation — signaling a broader

diversification of Pakistan’s trade and energy

relationships beyond the Middle East.

On October 31, Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb met Robert Louis Strayer II, head of the U.S.

Critical Minerals Forum, to discuss cooperation in rare

earths and strategic metals such as copper and

antimony. Both sides agreed to advance the Pakistan–

U.S. Talent Partnership and mining collaboration

framework, emphasizing responsible investment and

transparent supply chains. Aurangzeb described

Pakistan’s mining sector as a “transformational

opportunity” capable of shifting the economy from

consumption-driven to export-led growth, while the

U.S. delegation praised Pakistan’s engineering

expertise as a competitive advantage for future

resource development.

The dialogue follows a U.S.–Pakistan trade agreement

reached in July and complements Islamabad’s push to

attract foreign investment in its mining sector,

underscored by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s recent

inauguration of upgraded geoscience research

facilities. [Arab News 1]

In a parallel development, Pakistan received its first-

ever shipment of U.S. crude oil on October 29, when a

tanker carrying 1 million barrels of West Texas

Intermediate (WTI) crude arrived at Cnergyico’s
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offshore terminal in Balochistan. The delivery —

Pakistan’s largest oil import to date — marks a

milestone in the country’s effort to diversify energy

supplies, which remain heavily dependent on the

Middle East.

Cnergyico, Pakistan’s largest refinery, said it plans

additional U.S. cargoes in the coming months as part

of a long-term diversification strategy. [Arab News 2]

Canada opens canola exports to Pakistan

amid push for new Asian markets

(lm) Canada has reached an agreement to begin canola

exports to Pakistan, expanding market access for one

of its key agricultural commodities after China imposed

anti-dumping duties on Canadian canola earlier this

year. The decision gives Ottawa a new outlet for

surplus supply while helping Pakistan diversify its

edible oil imports, a sector heavily dependent on

foreign sourcing.

The deal follows initial negotiations on a Foreign

Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement

(FIPA) and signals growing trade alignment between

the two countries. Canadian officials see Pakistan’s

expanding consumer market as an opportunity for

sustained export growth, while Islamabad views the

agreement as a way to stabilize domestic food prices

and strengthen supply chains for edible oils.

The two sides also discussed collaboration in energy,

critical minerals, and clean technology, areas where

Canadian companies already maintain a limited but

growing footprint. Canada’s interest in Pakistan’s

mining and energy potential reflects a broader shift

toward resource-oriented investment diversification

beyond China and traditional Western markets.

Trade between the two countries reached USD 627

million in 2023, with Pakistan maintaining a surplus

through textile and leather exports. The upcoming

round of bilateral consultations will focus on

converting these initial trade openings into longer-

term commercial and investment frameworks [Arab

News]

Pakistan and Türkiye reaffirm strategic

partnership amid expanding defense and

technology cooperation
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(lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister marked Türkiye’s

Republic Day by reiterating Islamabad’s commitment

to deepen bilateral ties, describing the two nations as

“steadfast partners in a shared journey of progress.”

He praised Türkiye’s political and economic

transformation under President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

and highlighted the growing scope of cooperation

between the two countries.

The statement followed recent agreements signed

during Erdoğan’s state visit to Pakistan earlier this year,

which covered defense collaboration, technology

transfer, and trade expansion. Türkiye’s shipyards have

already assisted Pakistan in building naval corvettes,

and discussions are underway to extend cooperation

into drones, aviation, and advanced manufacturing.

Sharif also noted that the relationship had entered a

“new era of strategic partnership,” while Erdoğan

reaffirmed Türkiye’s solidarity with Pakistan during the

military standoff with India earlier this year. Ankara

additionally hosted Pakistan–Afghanistan talks in

Istanbul, with Qatari participation, to address tensions

following recent border clashes. [Arab News]

Pakistan and Oman discuss visa reforms

and labor cooperation

(lm) Pakistan’s Interior Minister met with Oman’s

Minister of Royal Office in Muscat to discuss bilateral

relations, regional security, and visa facilitation for

Pakistani workers. Both sides reaffirmed the

importance of closer coordination between their

respective ministries to streamline labor migration and

address visa-related bottlenecks affecting Pakistani

citizens in Oman.

Oman remains one of the key Gulf destinations for

Pakistani workers, hosting hundreds of thousands of

laborers who contribute significantly to Oman’s

economy and Pakistan’s foreign remittances. The

ministers emphasized that simplified visa processes

could enable the deployment of more skilled workers

from Pakistan, complementing existing cooperation in

energy, agriculture, fisheries, and textiles.

The talks follow Islamabad’s broader diplomatic push

to expand overseas employment opportunities and

strengthen relations with Gulf states as part of its

economic stabilization strategy. Remittances from the

region remain essential for Pakistan’s foreign exchange

reserves, providing a critical buffer for the country’s

struggling economy. [Arab News]
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Kuwait provides second USD 25 million

loan to support Pakistani major dam and

energy project

(lm) Pakistan and the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic

Development (KFAED) have signed a USD 25 million

concessional loan agreement to support the

construction of the Mohmand Dam, a large

hydropower and water management project in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa Province in the country’s northwest. The

dam is designed to generate electricity, supply

irrigation and drinking water, and strengthen flood

control systems.

The new financing marks the second tranche of a USD

100 million loan package requested by Pakistan in

2024, with funds to be released in four stages.

According to the Ministry of Economic Affairs, the

project is progressing steadily, and the latest

disbursement will help accelerate construction. [Arab

News]

Pakistan and Qatar plan joint initiatives

to advance education and digital learning

(my) Pakistan and Qatar have agreed to develop joint

initiatives in digital learning, research, and student

exchange, aiming to modernize education systems and

build technology-driven skills. The agreement was

reached during talks between Pakistan’s State Minister

for Education Wajiha Qamar and Qatar’s Minister of

Education Lolwah bint Rashid Al-Khater on the

sidelines of the UNESCO General Conference in

Samarkand on November 1. [Arab News]

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia enter ‘new era’

of cooperation with major investment

plans

(lm) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have agreed to deepen

their economic and strategic partnership under a new

Economic Cooperation Framework, with multi-billion-

dollar investments planned across key sectors

including energy, mining, infrastructure, and

information technology.

Pakistan’s Defense Minister Khawaja Asif said the

initiative marks a “new era” in bilateral relations

following Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s meeting with
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Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman at last

month’s Future Investment Initiative summit in Riyadh.

The framework builds on the work of the Saudi-Pak

Supreme Coordination Council, which oversees high-

level cooperation between the two countries.

The agreement follows the recent signing of a security

pact committing both states to mutual defense and

closer military coordination. Pakistani officials said

upcoming discussions will focus on “high-impact”

projects in energy, industry, mining, IT, tourism,

agriculture, and food security, as part of Saudi Arabia’s

expanding investment footprint in Pakistan.

Saudi Arabia remains one of Pakistan’s most important

political and economic partners and hosts more than

2.5 million Pakistani expatriates, who contribute the

largest share of remittances to Pakistan’s economy.

[Arab News]

Philippines, China exchange diplomatic

gestures at APEC Meeting as South China

Seas tensions simmer

(ghd) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

attended the 2025 APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting,

held from October 30 to 31, in Gyeongju, South Korea.

During the APEC gala dinner and chairmanship-

turnover ceremony, Marcos and Chinese President Xi

Jinping briefly shook hands, a moment interpreted by

media as a modest diplomatic gesture amid tensions in

the South China Sea. According to official accounts,

Marcos congratulated Xi on China’s assumption of the

2026 APEC chairmanship and reaffirmed the

Philippines’ willingness to maintain dialogue and

cooperation. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2]

Separately, Marcos has said that a formal state-visit

invitation for Xi would come only after meaningful

progress in bilateral discussions on the South China

Sea, stressing the need for “tangible outcomes” before

any ceremonial meeting. On the diplomatic front, he

reiterated the Philippines’ support for the South China

Sea Code of Conduct (COC), calling it essential despite

“very slow” progress. [Inquirer3] [Manila Bulletin1]

Meanwhile, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)

continued strengthening regional defense cooperation,

conducting the 12th multilateral maritime exercises in

the South China Sea with allies such as the US,

Australia, Japan, and European partners. These drills

featured anti-submarine and electronic-warfare

components. China’s Ministry of National Defense
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criticized the activities as “provocations,” but the AFP

maintained they were routine and “not directed

against any country.” [Manila Bulletin2]

Japan donates USD 2.5 million to

Philippines for tuberculosis screening

(ghd) The government of Japan has granted USD 2.5

million to the Philippines to enhance its tuberculosis

(TB) screening and treatment capabilities.

During the signing of the agreement, Philippine Health

Secretary Teodoro Herbosa noted that while the

Philippines has made gains against TB, it remains a

high-burden country, with many people still lacking

access to diagnostic tools and health services.

Japanese Ambassador Endo Kazuya emphasized

Japan’s commitment to supporting the Philippines’

fight against TB, noting that in 2024 the country

recorded around 540,000 cases and over 9,800 deaths

linked to the disease.

Under the new grant, Japan will provide 20 portable

digital X-ray machines equipped with AI technology to

provincial health offices across the country. These

ultra-portable devices will enable faster, on-site

diagnosis even in remote villages, and can instantly

display results on a laptop.

The initiative forms part of the Department of Health’s

National Tuberculosis Program and supports the

Philippines’ broader goal of eliminating TB by 2035.

[Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines secures deals with South

Korea following APEC meeting

(ghd) During the 2025 APEC meeting, President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and South Korean President Lee

Jae Myung reaffirmed their nations' strategic

partnership, vowing to deepen cooperation in defense,

trade, and regional security, which included an

agreement to strengthen efforts against transnational

crimes like scam operations. Lee likewise praised the

establishment of a "Korean Help Desk" in Philippine

police stations, offering aid to South Korean nationals.

On the investment front, Marcos secured significant

commitments from South Korean firms. Among these

was a proposal from shipbuilding giant Hanwha Ocean

to support the Philippine Navy’s submarine program

by building a local submarine base and maintenance
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facility. Additionally, the DL Group, a Korean chemical

and construction conglomerate, will partner with

Meralco, a Philippine electric power distribution

company, to pursue small modular reactor (SMR)

projects for clean energy.

The two leaders also marked the first anniversary of

their bilateral free trade agreement, with Marcos

inviting Lee to visit the Philippines. [Manila Bulletin1]

[Manila Bulletin2] [Manila Bulletin3]

Marcos also announced a USD 863.8 million

investment from Samsung, which will expand the tech

giant's existing facility in Calamba, Laguna. This

expansion, expected to create at least 3,000 new high-

technology jobs for Filipino engineers and technicians,

was facilitated by the government's CREATE MORE law,

which provides tax incentives for large-scale

investments. Marcos witnessed the signing of a

Supplemental Agreement between the Philippine

Economic Zone Authority (PEZA) and Samsung Electro-

Mechanics Philippines Corporation (SEMPHIL) to

formalize the deal.

A key component of the agreement includes

commitments from Samsung to engage in technology

transfer and workforce training by partnering with

local universities for joint research and development.

This investment is seen as a move to transform the

Philippines into a regional manufacturing and

innovation hub. [Manila Bulletin1] [Manila Bulletin4]

Philippines and Canada sign defense pact

(ghd) On November 2, the Philippines and Canada

formalized a new defense pact by signing a Status of

Visiting Forces Agreement (SOVFA). The SOVFA, signed

by Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.

and Canadian National Defense Minister David

McGuinty, sets the legal rules and framework for the

armed forces of both nations to conduct joint military

training and exercises.

This SOVFA is a significant milestone, as it is the first

such agreement Canada has established in the Indo-

Pacific region. It is the Philippines’ fifth, following

similar pacts with the US, Australia, New Zealand, and

Japan.

During the signing, both officials highlighted the

agreement as a commitment to a "rules-based

international order" in response to regional security

challenges. Teodoro described the pact as a "legal

shield" against external threats, while McGuinty
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praised the Philippines for its "true leadership" in

upholding international law and affirmed Canada's

support for its territorial integrity. The agreement will

only take effect after it is ratified by Philippine

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and approved by two-

thirds of the Philippine Senate. [Inquirer]

Philippines, US boost maritime

coordination with “Task Force Philippines”

(ghd) The Philippines and the US have established a

new joint initiative, "Task Force Philippines," aimed at

strengthening military cooperation and regional

deterrence amid rising tensions in the South China

Sea. The task force was announced by Philippine

Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. and US

Secretary of War Pete Hegseth following a meeting on

the sidelines of the ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting

(ADMM) in Kuala Lumpur on October 31.

Both defense chiefs emphasized that the initiative is

designed to improve interoperability, readiness, and

the capacity to respond to potential crises. Hegseth

reaffirmed that the Mutual Defense Treaty remains the

"bedrock" of the alliance. Teodoro stressed that the

alliance is based on "respect for international law,

respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty."

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. elaborated

on the new unit, stating that the initiative aims to

organize the two militaries into a "more cohesive unit".

Specifically, it would help establish new procedures for

the Filipino and American forces to operate together

more effectively, given their different vessels and

military equipment. Marcos also expressed his hope

that the initiative would ease tensions in the South

China Sea.

The establishment of the task force was part of a

broader push by Teodoro to strengthen regional

security links. During the ADMM, he also held bilateral

talks with Singapore's Minister for Defense, Chan Chun

Sing, to reaffirm their growing partnership and expand

cooperation in areas like training and information

sharing. Additionally, Teodoro met with Timor-Leste's

Minister of Defence, Rear Admiral Donaciano do

Rosario da Costa Gomes, where they agreed to explore

the formalization of defense ties, focusing on shared

interests like maritime security and disaster resilience.

[Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin1] [Manila Bulletin2]
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India and Sri Lanka advance plans for

cross-border power grid link

(lm) Sri Lanka and India have held a virtual meeting to

finalize implementation modalities for the proposed

cross-border power grid interconnection, a major

infrastructure project aimed at linking the two

countries’ electricity networks.

The talks follow a June 2025 meeting in New Delhi

where both sides confirmed the project’s technical

specifications. The interconnection is expected to

enable Sri Lanka to import power during domestic

shortages and export surplus renewable energy to

India, generating much-needed foreign exchange.

Further discussions are scheduled to finalize the

project’s financing and operational framework. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lankan opposition leader begins three-

day official visit to India

(lm) Sri Lankan opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa

has departed for India on a three-day official visit

aimed at strengthening bilateral engagement and

discussing issues of mutual interest. During his stay,

Premadasa is scheduled to meet several Indian

government ministers and senior officials, as well as

participate in a series of official events. [Daily Mirror]

Vatican foreign minister visits Sri Lanka

for 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties

(lm) Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, the Vatican’s

Secretary for Relations with States and International

Organizations—equivalent to the Holy See’s foreign

minister—has arrived in Sri Lanka for an official visit

from November 3 to 8 to commemorate the 50th

anniversary of diplomatic relations between Sri Lanka

and the Holy See.

Upon arrival in Colombo, Archbishop Gallagher was

received by Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Arun

Hemachandra and began a series of meetings with

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Prime Minister

Harini Amarasuriya, and senior officials at the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs.

A commemorative ceremony marking the 50-year

milestone is being held at Colombo’s Galle Face Hotel,
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where Archbishop Gallagher will deliver a keynote

address. The program also includes a conference on

the Holy See’s Perspective and Commitment to

Dialogue and Peace, celebrating the establishment of

bilateral relations on September 6, 1975.

Gallagher’s visit also includes stops at churches

affected by the 2019 Easter Sunday attacks, widely

viewed as a gesture of solidarity with Sri Lanka’s

Christian community and a reaffirmation of the

Vatican’s support for interfaith reconciliation. He will

celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Lucia’s

Cathedral in Colombo, meet the Sri Lankan Episcopal

Conference, and visit Buddhist monastic authorities in

Kandy before concluding his trip at the National

Seminary of Our Lady of Lanka. [Daily Mirror]

[adaderana] [Vatican News]

South Korea probes Cambodia-based

Prince Group over alleged global scam

network

(mo) South Korean tax authorities have opened an

investigation into the Cambodia-based Prince Group’s

Seoul office, suspecting it of running part of a global

scam network. The National Tax Service launched the

probe after a government review of Korean nationals

tied to online fraud operations linked to international

criminal organizations, including Prince Group, which

has previously faced sanctions for kidnapping, torture

and murder.

Officials believe the group operated disguised real-

estate consulting offices in central Seoul, hired local

staff, and raised large sums from South Korean

investors under the pretense of overseas property

deals. Authorities have not confirmed whether

domestic investors received any real assets, and the

group is suspected of funneling phishing crime

proceeds abroad under the guise of real-estate

investments.

The probe follows the recent return of 64 South

Koreans arrested in Cambodia over online scam

activities, after the death of a South Korean student

allegedly tortured by a criminal gang fueled public

outrage. [The Korea Herald]

China, South Korea deepen cooperation as

Seoul seeks support on North Korea talks
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(mo) During Chinese President Xi Jinping’s first visit to

South Korea in 11 years, President Lee Jae Myung

urged China to support renewed dialogue with

nuclear-armed North Korea.

Lee highlighted improving conditions for engagement

following recent China–North Korea contacts and

reiterated his phased plan toward denuclearization,

starting with a freeze on Pyongyang’s nuclear

development. However, North Korea swiftly rejected

the idea as a “pipe dream” and has continued to refuse

talks with Seoul. [Reuters]

Xi emphasized that China values ties with South Korea

and sees it as an “inseparable partner,” offering to

expand cooperation and manage differences through

friendly consultation. Xi also called for respecting each

country’s political systems and increasing collaboration

in areas such as AI, biotech, green industries and

ageing demographics. [Xinhua]

The summit resulted in seven agreements, including a

won-yuan currency swap and MOUs on cybercrime

and innovation. Still, tensions lingered: protests against

China took place in Seoul, Lee raised concerns about

Chinese structures in disputed waters, and the leaders

discussed Chinese sanctions on South Korea’s Hanwha

Ocean, a major shipbuilding and offshore engineering

company. Five U.S.‑based affiliates of Hanwha Ocean

were sanctioned by China last month. Beijing cited the

companies’ involvement with U.S. trade investigations

and stated that the firms’ activities “endanger our

country’s security and interests.”

Both sides also agreed that U.S.–North Korea dialogue

remains crucial, though Xi did not publicly detail

Beijing’s intended role. [The Chosun Daily1] [The

Chosun Daily2] [Yonhap]

South Korea, China visa-free policies spark tourism surge

and economic boost

Meanwhile, China will continue its unilateral visa-free

policy for select countries, including South Korea,

through the end of 2026. The extension covers 32

European nations, South Korea, Australia, New

Zealand, Japan, and several South American and Gulf

states, with Sweden newly added to the scheme. South

Korea was first included in the program in November

2024. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea and China are seeing a sharp rise in travel

and tourism spending after both countries rolled out

mutual visa-free entry programs. South Korea now

allows Chinese group tourists to enter without visas

until June 2026, driving a surge in arrivals during
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China’s recent National Day and Mid-Autumn Festival

holiday. Travel platforms report Chinese group tour

bookings to Korea jumping over 60 percent since late

September, with Seoul’s palaces, Myeong-dong and

Jeju among top destinations.

Seoul aims to attract over 5.36 million Chinese visitors

this year — close to pre-pandemic levels — with the

Bank of Korea estimating each additional million

tourists could add 0.08 percentage points to GDP.

The move followed China’s late-2024 decision to let

South Koreans enter visa-free for up to 15 days, fueling

a 131 percent spike in Korea-to-China travel. [Asia

News Network]

Kazakh energy officials explore

hydropower cooperation in South Korea

(mo) Kazakhstan’s Energy Vice Minister Sungat

Yessimkhanov and Kazenergy Association chief

Zhandos Nurmaganbetov visited South Korea to

advance cooperation on hydroelectric power

development. The delegation took part in a technical

program hosted by K-water in Daejeon, covering

modern water management, power technologies, and

financing models for mid-sized hydro projects.

They toured key water infrastructure sites, including

the K-water Integrated Water Operation Center and

Daecheong Dam, and held meetings with major

Korean energy firms such as KOMIPO, KOEN, KHNP,

and KIND. Discussions focused on joint development

of a multi-stage cascade hydropower project in

southeastern Kazakhstan. The planned hydroelectric

stations on the Uba River have been designated a

strategic national water-management facility by

Kazakhstan’s government. [Kazinform News Agency]

[The Korea Herald] [Trend News Agency] [K-Water

Academy]

Singapore, South Korea elevate ties with

strategic partnership

(mo) Singapore and South Korea officially elevated

their relationship to a strategic partnership, deepening

coordination across economic, technological and

security fields. [Strait Times] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of Singapore]

At a ceremony in Seoul on November 2, Prime Minister

Lawrence Wong and President Lee Jae-myung
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announced eight cooperation agreements. Among the

flagship initiatives is a green and digital shipping

corridor, aimed at advancing the maritime sector’s

transition to low- or zero-carbon fuels and boosting

digital infrastructure for ports and shipping. The two

countries also signed an MoU on AI governance,

committing to work together on safe and responsible

artificial intelligence frameworks, as well as

agreements on cybersecurity, renewable energy

development, and defense technology cooperation.

[The Economic Times]

Strategically, both countries signaled a shared

commitment to regional stability and prosperity,

including strengthening Southeast Asia's digital

advancement and updating the ASEAN-Korea Free

Trade Area. PM Wong highlighted that deepening ties

is especially important amid global uncertainty, while

President Lee emphasized long-term cooperation in

emerging technologies and sustainable growth.

Thailand refutes South Korean media

reports of abduction of 11 Koreans

(mo) Thai immigration authorities denied South Korean

media reports claiming 11 South Korean nationals

were abducted in Thailand. Officials said seven of the

individuals had already legally entered and exited the

country, two were deported to South Korea for legal

violations — including involvement in a call-center

scam and overstaying — and four never entered

Thailand at all.

The Immigration Bureau of Thailand shared the details

with the South Korean Embassy and emphasized that

misleading reports portray Thailand as unsafe for

foreigners. Authorities also said they have been

warning tourists about risks of being lured into illegal

work schemes in neighboring countries, particularly

Myanmar, and have tightened joint border screening.

[Bangkok Post]

South Korea, U.S. finalize trade deal amid

tense regional context

(dql/mo) U.S. President Donald Trump and South

Korean President Lee Jae-myung finalized the terms of

a previously announced USD 350 billion trade and

investment agreement during a summit in Gyeongju

on October 31, on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum.
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The deal, first unveiled in July, allows Seoul to avoid the

most severe U.S. tariffs in exchange for new

investments in the United States.

After earlier deadlocks over the investment structure,

the two leaders agreed to split the USD 350 billion fund

into USD 200 billion in cash—paid in annual

installments capped at USD 20 billion—and USD 150

billion dedicated to shipbuilding projects aimed at

supporting U.S. industrial interests. Profits from initial

investments will be shared equally, and only

commercially viable projects will proceed under

oversight from a U.S.-led investment committee. The

deal requires ratification by South Korea’s parliament.

[France 24]

South Korea-US technology deal to boost cooperation in

AI, biotech and space[DL1]

In parallel, Seoul and Washington signed the

“Technology Prosperity Deal,” finalized ahead of

Trump’s two-day visit to South Korea. The joint

statement highlighted AI as a transformative force

across sectors like healthcare, manufacturing, and

education, and pledged collaboration on pro-

innovation AI policy frameworks and the export of

trusted AI tech stacks. [The White House, USA]

The agreement focuses on accelerating AI innovation

and adoption, supporting trusted tech standards,

securing supply chains for critical technologies like

biotech and pharmaceuticals, advancing 6G and

telecommunications security, and leading global work

on quantum technology.

It also emphasizes shared research security, expanding

STEM and scientific exchanges, and joint work in space

exploration, including lunar missions and satellite

navigation compatibility. The MOU is non-binding, aims

to foster innovation across both countries, and can be

modified or discontinued with notice. [Bloomberg]

U.S. Cleveland-Cliffs, South Korean POSCO forge strategic

steel partnership

Meanwhile, U.S. steel producer Cleveland-Cliffs, a key

supplier to the U.S. auto industry, has signed an MOU

with South Korea's POSCO—a South Korean

multinational steel-making company—to expand

industrial cooperation following the new South Korea-

U.S. trade deal, positioning the partnership as a model

for allied manufacturing ties under stricter U.S. trade

rules.

The agreement, signed in September and announced

by Cleveland-Cliffs on October 30, is expected to help
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POSCO grow its U.S. business while meeting American

origin requirements. Final contract details are

expected later this year or early next year.

The deal comes as the EU signals similar steel tariffs,

raising hopes the partnership may help POSCO

navigate global trade barriers. [Reuters] [The Chosun

Daily]

U.S. reaffirms alliance with South Korea

focused on North Korea

(dql/mo) U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth

reaffirmed that the core mission of the U.S.-South

Korea alliance remains deterring North Korea, while

leaving open the possibility of “flexibility” for U.S.

forces in addressing broader regional threats.

Speaking during his visit to South Korea this week,

including the Demilitarized Zone, Hegseth emphasized

that the 28,500 U.S. troops stationed in the country are

primarily tasked with countering nuclear-armed North

Korea, though future operations could potentially

extend to regional contingencies.

The visit also highlighted ongoing cooperation to

strengthen South Korea’s defense capabilities. Hegseth

noted discussions on increased South Korean military

investments, maintenance of U.S. naval vessels in the

region, and Washington’s support for Seoul’s plans to

develop nuclear-powered submarines—a move aimed

at enhancing allied capabilities.

South Korea confirmed that it remains committed to

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and will not

develop nuclear weapons. [Reuters 1]

Seoul also announced that it aims to launch its first

nuclear-powered submarine by the mid-to-late 2030s.

While U.S. President Donald Trump suggested the

vessel might be built in the United States, Seoul

emphasized it could construct the submarine

domestically using its advanced conventional

submarine technology, provided it secures nuclear fuel

through consultations with Washington.

Nuclear-powered submarines, capable of remaining

submerged far longer than diesel-powered vessels,

would significantly enhance South Korea’s naval

deterrence and regional power projection. The

development reflects closer U.S.-South Korea military

cooperation and underscores Washington’s support

for allies enhancing their strategic capabilities amid

rising tensions in East Asia, particularly regarding
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North Korea and China. [Channel News Asia] [Reuters

2]

Meanwhile, for the first time in the 72-year U.S.-South

Korea alliance, the military chiefs of both countries

conducted a joint commander’s flight on November 4.

South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Jin

Yong-sung and his U.S. counterpart, Gen. Dan Caine,

led a combined formation of five fighter jets, including

South Korea’s KF-16 and the U.S. F-16, following the

50th Military Committee Meeting in Seoul.

The flight symbolized deepening operational

integration and reinforced the alliance’s readiness. It

highlights Washington and Seoul’s commitment to

close military coordination amid regional security

challenges, particularly North Korea’s nuclear and

missile threats. [Yonhap]

Canada, South Korea sign military

information-sharing pact to deepen

defense cooperation

(dql) South Korean President Lee Jae-myung and

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney agreed to

expand bilateral defense industry cooperation by

concluding an Agreement on the Protection of Military

and Defense Classified Information. The accord, finalized

after years of negotiation, establishes a legal

framework for the exchange and safeguarding of

classified military data, thereby enabling closer

collaboration in defense procurement, industrial

security, and research.

The new pact goes beyond the 1999 General Security

of Military Information Agreement, which restricted

information-sharing to government entities. It could

allow South Korean defense firms — including those

participating in Canada’s ongoing submarine

procurement project — to access relevant intelligence,

potentially strengthening their position in the bidding

process.

Carney’s visit, held alongside the APEC Summit in

Gyeongju, underscores growing strategic alignment

between Seoul and Ottawa as Canada modernizes its

defense capabilities. The two leaders also agreed to

establish a consultation mechanism to deepen defense

industry cooperation. [The Korea Times] [The Korea

Herald]

Carney’s delegation, which included Canada’s defense

and trade ministers, later toured the Hanwha Ocean

shipyard — a key site linked to the South Korean bid to
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supply Canada with up to 12 diesel-electric

 submarines. [The Chosun Daily]

The shipyard visit is part of Seoul’s efforts to secure

Canada’s next-generation Arctic submarine contract,

positioning Hanwha Ocean’s KSS-III as the optimal

platform for under-ice operations. Following Canada’s

August 2025 shortlist of Hanwha Ocean and Germany’s

ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) for the

Canadian Patrol Submarine Project, Seoul has

expanded its diplomatic and industrial outreach,

including shipyard demonstrations, training proposals,

and industrial partnerships, highlighting its reliability

as a long-term defense supplier.

Canada’s need for Arctic-capable submarines is driven

by sovereignty enforcement, under-ice monitoring,

deterrence of foreign incursions, seabed infrastructure

protection, and enhanced NORAD anti-submarine

awareness. Its aging fleet currently leaves surveillance

gaps across the Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic, making a

new undersea capability critical for persistent presence

and strategic deterrence. [Army Recognition] [Ottawa

Citizen]

Chile seeks to deepen cooperation with

South Korea

(mo)On October 31, South Korean President Lee Jae-

myung held a bilateral summit with Chilean President

Gabriel Boric on the sidelines of the APEC meetings in

Gyeongju.

Boric expressed strong interest in advancing the South

Korea-Chile Free Trade Agreement, originally

negotiated beginning in 1998 and signed in 2003 — the

first FTA South Korea concluded with a Latin American

nation. He also pointed to opportunities to expand

cooperation in sectors such as clean energy, critical

minerals, digital technology, and cultural exchange.

He announced a new MoU between Chilean trade

agencies and the Korea International Trade Association

(KITA)— one of South Korea’s most influential business

organizations.

Positioning Chile as a “laboratory” for new

technologies, Boric invited South Korean firms to see

the country as a strategic platform for development,

highlighting its strengths in copper, lithium, renewable

energy, digital industries and electromobility. [The

Korea Herald] [Chosun Daily][MERCO Press]
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Taiwan and Estonia stalemate over

opening of representative office

(dql) Taiwan and Estonia remain locked in a dispute

over the establishment of a quasi-diplomatic mission

in Tallinn, reflecting broader challenges in Taipei-

Europe relations amid Chinese and Russian pressure.

Taiwan seeks to name the office the “Taiwanese

Representative Office”, following Lithuania’s precedent,

while Estonia prefers “Taipei” to avoid antagonizing

Beijing. The naming dispute has stalled the office,

despite Estonia’s 2023 announcement supporting its

opening.

Analysts note that Beijing’s economic retaliation

against Lithuania for using “Taiwanese” has made

European countries wary of similar actions. While

some stress the symbolic importance of including

“Taiwan” in the office’s name, others argue that Taiwan

should prioritize practical engagement on trade,

security, hybrid threats, and supply chain cooperation

to maintain momentum with European partners.

Despite the stalemate, bilateral interaction continues:

Taiwanese officials have participated in conferences in

Estonia, and both sides have explored defense

collaboration, including drone technology to deter

potential Chinese and Russian threats. [Nikkei Asia]

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA),

meanwhile, said it is ready to hold practical discussions

with Estonia to strengthen bilateral relations, following

reports that plans to open a de facto Taiwanese

embassy in Tallinn have stalled for two years over the

naming dispute. [Taipei Times]

Estonian Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna is on an

official visit to China this week, marking the first trip

there by an Estonian foreign minister in a decade. The

Talks are expected to focus on bilateral and

multilateral relations and Russia's war of aggression in

Ukraine. [ERR]

The episode illustrates Taiwan’s diplomatic constraints

under China’s global pressure, the caution of EU

member states, and the delicate balance between

symbolism and substantive engagement in

strengthening Taiwan-Europe ties.

Taiwan, Ireland seek closer ties in trade,

education, and maritime security
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(dql) Parliament Vice President Johnny Chiang on

October 30 met with a cross-party delegation from

Ireland’s House of Representatives, calling for stronger

exchanges between the two countries.

Chiang highlighted that lawmakers from both sides

have met three times in the past three months,

reflecting growing bilateral engagement.

Delegation leader Erin McGreehan expressed hope

that the trip would enhance cooperation in trade,

education, and technology while promoting talent

exchanges.

McGreehan also reaffirmed Ireland’s support for

Taiwan’s participation in international organizations,

including the World Health Organization. Citing

parallels between the two nations’ challenges, she

suggested that Ireland’s experience with undersea

cable infrastructure could provide opportunities for

collaboration with Taiwan on maritime security.

[Taiwan News]

Cambodia and Thailand advance phased

withdrawal of heavy weapons amid

ongoing border sensitivities

(bk/lm) Thailand and Cambodia have begun

implementing a three-phase withdrawal of heavy

weapons from sections of their shared border, part of

a broader peace framework negotiated to ease

tensions that escalated into deadly clashes in July. The

initiative follows consultations between both

governments and within the Regional Border

Committee (RBC), held at the Chong Chom–O’Smach

permanent checkpoint linking Surin province in

northeastern Thailand and Oddar Meanchey province

in northwestern Cambodia.

The withdrawal began at midnight on November 1 and

will continue through January 2026, divided into three

stages: Phase 1 removes multiple rocket launchers,

Phase 2 withdraws artillery pieces up to 155mm, and

Phase 3 relocates armored vehicles and tanks. Both

sides stated that the process will be monitored by an

ASEAN Observer Team, which includes representatives

from Malaysia and the Philippines, respectively the

current and incoming ASEAN Chairs. [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2] [Thai Enquirer] [The Nation]

Thai authorities have linked the progress of the

withdrawal to the conditional release of 18 Cambodian

soldiers captured in Si Sa Ket province during the July

fighting, saying their release will depend on
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Cambodia’s adherence to what Bangkok calls its four-

point peace framework. That framework includes

disarmament, landmine clearance, suppression of

cross-border scam operations, and the resolution of

overlapping territorial claims. Cambodian officials, for

their part, have not publicly detailed their position on

these conditions but have confirmed that

communication with Thailand continues through

established military and diplomatic channels. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Both governments have presented the withdrawal as a

confidence-building step toward restoring stability

along the border. Thai Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul reaffirmed on November 3 that

operations are continuing despite technical delays,

adding that both sides remain in constant dialogue.

Meanwhile, Thai army officials reported that demining

operations under the Thai Mine Action Center (TMAC)

are progressing, with 7.62 percent of the 355,026-

square-meter clearance target completed across 13

high-risk areas. Cambodia is reported to be awaiting

final clearance orders from higher command. [Bangkok

Post 4]

Yet, localized sensitivities remain. On October 31, a

Thai activist group led by Veera Somkwamkid—a well-

known nationalist campaigner and head of the Thai

Patriots Network, known for his border-rights activism

—protested near Ban Nong Chan in Sa Kaeo province,

claiming encroachment by Cambodian settlers. Thai

authorities deployed soldiers and police to contain the

demonstration and reiterated that unilateral civilian

actions could undermine the peace process. [Bangkok

Post 5]

In a separate development, Thai marines have been

placed on alert near the “Three Houses” area in Ban

Nong Ree, Trat province on Thailand’s eastern coast,

opposite Koh Kong province in Cambodia. Thai officers

claim the area has been “encroached upon by

Cambodia since 1986,” while Cambodian authorities

have maintained that it remains under dispute

pending formal demarcation. Thai officials said

marines would remain deployed until the issue is

resolved through diplomatic and military channels.

[Bangkok Post 6]

Thai Prime Minister meets Chinese

President at APEC, reiterates no casino-

driven growth, welcomes Chinese visitors
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(bk) Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul met

Chinese President Xi Jinping at the APEC Economic

Leaders’ Meeting. The Prime Minister confirmed that

Thailand will not pursue gambling, including casinos,

as an economic strategy, halting all related legislation,

and instead emphasized growth through Thai

products, domestic technology, innovation, and clean

energy.

President Xi indicated China would not interfere with

Thailand’s domestic decisions and will continue

discouraging Chinese citizens from casino tourism. The

leaders discussed expanding trade, investment, digital

economy cooperation, clean energy, and agriculture.

Major infrastructure projects such as the Thai–Chinese

railway and the Second Thai–Lao Friendship Bridge

were highlighted as priorities for regional connectivity

and economic integration. The meeting also noted the

upcoming 50th anniversary of Thailand-China

diplomatic relations as a milestone for deepening

bilateral economic ties. [Thai Enquirer] [The Nation]

Timor-Leste and EU advance plans for

Digital Journal of the Republic Portal

(ms) Minister of the Presidency of the Council of

Ministers Ágio Pereira met with European Union

Ambassador Thorsten Bargfrede to discuss

cooperation on creating the Digital Journal of the

Republic Portal, a project led by the National Press of

Timor-Leste (INTL).

The portal aims to provide free and permanent online

access to all legislation published since 2002,

strengthening transparency, legal certainty, and

administrative modernization. The meeting, also

attended by INTL President Jaime Correia and Vice-

President Pedro Sarmento, marked the first formal

engagement between the government and the EU

ambassador since his credential presentation in

September.

Talks covered wider cooperation areas — including

digitalization, governance, human rights, and

implementation of the Samoa Agreement (2023), which

frames EU-ACP relations for the next two decades. The

Digital Journal project, expected to be formalized

through partnership with Portugal’s National Press –

Mint and Security Printing Institute (INCM), will digitize

the legislative archive, add an advanced search engine,

and include training for national technical teams.

[Government of Timor-Leste]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-htr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-hty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-htj/


Portugal reaffirms USD 87 million support

for Timor-Leste, prioritizing education and

training

(ms) Minister of the Presidency of the Council of

Ministers Ágio Pereira met with Portugal’s new

ambassador Duarte Bué Alves to reinforce bilateral

cooperation. The ambassador reaffirmed Lisbon’s

strong commitment to Timor-Leste through the EUR 75

million (USD 87 million) Strategic Cooperation Program

(PEC) 2024–2028, focused mainly on education and

human resources training. He noted that 81 percent of

the first-year budget has already been allocated to

these sectors. Pereira thanked Portugal for its

continued support, stressing that capacity-building and

human-resources development remain core priorities

of the 9th Constitutional Government and essential for

sustainable growth.

Vietnam opens Consulate General in

Chongqing to strengthen ties with

western China

(hn) Vietnam has officially opened its Consulate

General in Chongqing, marking a historic milestone in

Vietnam–China relations and signaling new

opportunities for strategic cooperation. This is

Vietnam’s first diplomatic mission in western China,

with jurisdiction over Chongqing and Sichuan—two key

regions in China’s development plans.

Strengthened ties with Chongqing and Sichuan could

support Vietnam’s economic growth targets by

expanding cooperation in transport, logistics, high

technology, renewable energy, tourism, and human

resource training.

He emphasized that enhanced infrastructure

connectivity with these regions will help Vietnam

access the Chinese and European markets more

efficiently, with rail transport through Southwest China

cutting delivery times by two-thirds compared to sea

routes.

The economies of Chongqing and Sichuan complement

Vietnam’s industries, especially in high-tech sectors like

automobile production, electric vehicle batteries,

semiconductors, and electronic components—offering

Vietnamese firms access to advanced technologies.

The Consulate General aims to promote economic,

cultural, educational, and people-to-people exchanges,

strengthen ties between localities, and enhance



mutual understanding between Vietnam and western

China. It will also collaborate with universities and

institutions in fields such as medicine, engineering, and

AI, and organize tourism promotion activities to

introduce Vietnam’s attractions to Chinese visitors.

[Vietnamplus] [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam and Singapore sign

memorandum to boost sustainable rice

trade and regional food security

(hn/st) Vietnam and Singapore signed a Memorandum

of Cooperation (MOC) on rice trade during the APEC

Economic Leaders’ Week in Gyeongju, the Republic of

Korea, marking a new milestone in regional food

security collaboration. The agreement, signed by

Vietnamese Minister of Industry and Trade Nguyễn

Hồng Diên and Singaporean Minister for Sustainability

and the Environment Grace Fu, aims to promote stable

and sustainable rice trade while avoiding unnecessary

restrictions. Under the MOC, Vietnam will facilitate rice

exports to Singapore based on the country’s needs and

agreed conditions.

Minister Diên highlighted that the deal represents a

concrete step in strengthening the Vietnam–Singapore

comprehensive strategic partnership, ensuring food

security and enhancing supply chain resilience within

ASEAN. Minister Fu noted that this was Singapore’s

first MOC on rice trade, reflecting its priority on

securing stable food supplies as the country imports

over 90 per cent of its food.

Vietnamese Trade Counsellor Cao Xuân Thắng urged

Vietnamese firms to strengthen marketing and brand-

building efforts, noting that Singapore should be

viewed not only as a key consumer market but also as

a global transshipment hub for rice exports.

[Vietnamnews] [Channelnewsasia] [Straittimes]

President Lương Cường’s visit to Republic

of Korea strengthens Vietnam’s role in

APEC and boosts ties with Republic of

Korea, Mexico, and Brunei

(hn) State President Lương Cường concluded his

working visit to the Republic of Korea (RoK) which lasts

from October 29 to November 1, where he attended

the 32nd APEC Economic Leaders’ Week in Gyeongju

and carried out a series of bilateral activities with

regional partners.
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During the APEC events, President Cường participated

in major sessions and dialogues, including the APEC

Economic Leaders’ Meeting and APEC CEO Summit

2025, where he proposed strategic initiatives to

strengthen APEC’s role in promoting international

economic cooperation and addressing regional and

global challenges. He met with leaders of member

economies such as US President Donald Trump and

Chinese President Xi Jinping, along with heads of

leading global corporations. In his speeches, he

highlighted Vietnam’s potential, advantages, and

strategic orientations, contributing to a deeper

international understanding of the country’s

development direction.

In bilateral talks with Korean President Lee Jae Myung,

both leaders reaffirmed commitments to strengthen

cooperation, promote economic ties, and effectively

implement existing agreements, viewing their

partnership as a key pillar of regional cooperation.

[Vietnamnews1]

On the sidelines of the APEC meetings, Vietnam also

engaged in productive discussions with several

partners. At the 36th APEC Ministerial Meeting,

Vietnamese Minister of Industry and Trade Nguyễn

Hồng Diên met with Mexican Secretary of Economy

Marcelo Ebrard Casaubon, where both sides agreed to

enhance economic and trade cooperation, maintain

positive growth momentum, and seek practical

solutions to existing challenges. They committed to

leveraging the Comprehensive and Progressive

Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) to its

fullest, facilitating business exchanges, removing trade

barriers—including those affecting Vietnamese steel

exports—and intensifying collaboration through the

Vietnam–Mexico Joint Committee for Economic, Trade

and Investment Cooperation. [Vietnamnews2]

Separately, on October 31, President Lương Cường met

with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei to reaffirm the

two countries’ commitment to deepening the Vietnam–

Brunei Comprehensive Partnership for mutual benefit

and regional stability. The leaders agreed to focus

cooperation on oil and gas, chemicals, Halal food

processing, tourism, and people-to-people exchanges.

Vietnam pledged to facilitate Bruneian investment and

accelerate the signing of an MoU on Halal cooperation,

while Brunei expressed strong support for

collaboration in trade, energy, culture, and education.

Both leaders reaffirmed their shared commitment to

ASEAN’s unity and centrality, maintaining peace and

stability in the East Sea, and advancing negotiations on

an effective Code of Conduct (COC) under UNCLOS

1982. [Vietnamnews3]
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Overall, the working trip to the RoK and engagements

with key regional partners were a comprehensive

success, reinforcing Vietnam’s role, position, and

proactive contributions within APEC, while

strengthening bilateral and multilateral cooperation

with economies such as the RoK, Mexico, and Brunei.

[Vietnamnews1]

Vietnam and Russia enhance cooperation

on railway and nuclear power projects

(hn) Vietnam and Russia have agreed to jointly develop

a 2,200-kilometer railway connecting the two countries

via China and Mongolia to enhance transport

connectivity and expand regional economic

cooperation. The plan was announced by Russian

Deputy Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk during his

meeting with Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh

Chinh on the sidelines of the 47th ASEAN Summit in

Kuala Lumpur.

Under the agreement, transport enterprises from

Russia, Vietnam, and China will begin implementation

steps in 2025, with financial coordination involving

both state agencies and the private sector. Russia’s

FESCO Group also plans to increase direct cargo train

frequency to six trips per month. The project,

considered strategically significant, will mainly handle

exports from Russia’s Tuva region, Mongolia, and

southern China. It is expected to bolster Russia’s

position in the Eurasian transport network while

supporting Vietnam’s logistics and seaport

development, potentially reshaping regional trade

routes and providing an alternative to maritime

shipping. [Vietnamplus]

In addition to this, both countries agreed to accelerate

negotiations and sign necessary agreements for the

construction of Vietnam’s first nuclear power plant in

Khanh Hoa province. The Ninh Thuan 1 and 2 nuclear

power projects—now part of Khanh Hoa following the

merger with Ninh Thuan—will be jointly implemented

by Vietnam Electricity (EVN) and Petrovietnam (PVN).

The Politburo has directed that both plants be

completed and operational between 2030 and 2035

under Resolution 70 on national energy security.

The Vietnamese government views nuclear power as a

vital component of its energy strategy to ensure

national energy security, sustain rapid economic

growth, and achieve its goal of net-zero emissions by

2050.
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Beyond energy cooperation, Vietnam and Russia also

pledged to promote trade, facilitate market access for

agricultural and food products, and strengthen

collaboration in transport, infrastructure, and tourism.

Prime Minister Chinh requested that Russia increase

scholarships for Vietnamese students, especially in

science and nuclear energy fields, and remove

safeguard measures on Vietnamese exports to further

enhance bilateral relations. [Theinvestor]

Vietnam and US deepen defense and war

legacy cooperation during US Secretary of

War visit to Hanoi

(hn) During a two-day visit to Vietnam from November

2–3, U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and

Vietnamese Minister of National Defense Phan Van

Giang reaffirmed both countries’ commitment to

strengthening defense cooperation, focusing

particularly on war legacy remediation, cybersecurity,

and personnel training.

The visit followed the signing of a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) in Hanoi on October 31, co-

chaired by Senior Lieutenant General Hoàng Xuân

Chiến and U.S. Ambassador Marc Evans Knapper,

which formalized collaboration in addressing war

legacies. The agreement updates previous accords

between the two defense ministries from 2011 and

2022, and aligns with the 2023 Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership and the 2024 Joint Vision

Statement on defense cooperation.

Under the new MoU, Vietnam and the U.S. will expand

coordination in five key areas: clearing unexploded

ordnance, assisting people with disabilities affected by

Agent Orange, cleaning up dioxin contamination at

Biên Hòa Airport, locating and identifying Vietnamese

soldiers’ remains, and continuing cooperation in the

search for missing U.S. servicemen (MIA). Both sides

agreed to strengthen collaboration through

information exchange, training, and joint

communication efforts.

During the talks, Secretary Hegseth announced an

additional USD 130 million in U.S. funding for the Biên

Hòa dioxin cleanup project, raising the total American

contribution to USD 430 million. The initiative builds on

previous successful projects such as the Đà Nẵng

Airport cleanup, which marked a milestone in U.S.–

Vietnam cooperation on war legacy issues.

General Giang emphasized that remediation work not

only heals historical wounds but also fosters practical
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trust between the two countries. Ambassador Knapper

echoed this sentiment, calling the MoU a foundation

for “deeper collaboration and sustainable partnership.”

The two sides also noted progress in peacekeeping

operations, humanitarian assistance, and participation

in multilateral defense platforms, including the ASEAN

Defense Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM+).

Hegseth underlined that addressing the legacies of war

remains central to the bilateral relationship, describing

it as essential for building “a peaceful, prosperous, and

resilient Vietnam–U.S. partnership.” The visit concluded

with the exchange of wartime mementos, symbolizing

the two nations’ continuing reconciliation and shared

commitment to peace and development.

[Vietnamnews] [Vietnamplus]

General Secretary Tô Lâm’s official visit to

the UK elevates Vietnam–UK ties to a

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

(hn) General Secretary of the Communist Party of

Vietnam Central Committee Tô Lâm just had an official

visit to the United Kingdom at the invitation of British

Prime Minister Keir Starmer from October 28 – 30.

[Vietnamplus]

During the visit, the two leaders agreed to upgrade

Vietnam–UK relations to a Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership, marking a new chapter in bilateral

cooperation.

Throughout the trip, General Secretary Tô Lâm held

talks with Prime Minister Starmer and met with several

British political figures, including the Speakers of both

Houses of Parliament, the Communist Party of Britain,

the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Vietnam, and

former Prime Minister Tony Blair. He also delivered a

policy address at Oxford University, met with the

Vietnamese community in the UK, and attended the

Vietnam–UK Business Roundtable and High-level

Economic Conference.

Under the newly established partnership, both

countries will strengthen cooperation across six key

pillars: politics, diplomacy, defense and security;

economy, trade, investment and finance; science,

technology, innovation, digital transformation and

healthcare; environment, energy and green transition;

education, culture, tourism and people-to-people

exchange; and coordination on regional and

international issues. The two sides also agreed to

enhance parliamentary exchanges and oversight
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cooperation, promote the development of Vietnam’s

International Financial Centers in Ho Chi Minh City and

Đà Nẵng, and advance collaboration in green finance

and clean energy to foster sustainable, low-carbon

growth.

The UK reaffirmed its support for English language

teaching and human resources development in

Vietnam, aiming to make English the second language

in Vietnamese schools by 2035. Both sides reiterated

their shared commitment to maintaining global peace,

stability, and prosperity, and to upholding a just

international order based on the UN Charter and

international law, with full respect for sovereignty and

territorial integrity. [Vietnamnews] [Vietnam]

[Thesaigontimes]

Vietnam reaffirms strong support for

ending US embargo against Cuba

(hn) The United Nations General Assembly’s 80th

session adopted the annual resolution titled “Necessity

of ending the economic, commercial, and financial

embargo imposed by the United States of America against

Cuba” in New York on October 28–29.

Many nations condemned the embargo as a violation

of the UN Charter and international law, urging the US

to lift it and remove Cuba from the list of “state

sponsors of terrorism.” Representing Vietnam, Minister

Counsellor Nguyễn Hoàng Nguyên reaffirmed the

country’s solidarity and strong support for Cuba,

calling for the complete and unconditional lifting of all

embargo measures. He also cited the normalization of

Vietnam–US relations as an example of dialogue and

reconciliation and expressed hope for similar progress

between the US and Cuba.

The Vietnamese representative emphasized that the

resolution not only demonstrates international

solidarity with Cuba but also upholds the principles of

the UN Charter, international law, and human

conscience. [Vietnamnews] [Vietnam]
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Upcoming online events

5 November 2025 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Russian and Ukrainian Battlefield

Adaptations

This webcast will feature a discussion on Russian and

Ukrainian battlefield learning and adaptation. Experts

will explore how both militaries are incorporating new

tactics and technologies on the frontlines of eastern

Ukraine and what these shifts mean for the war’s next

phase. For more information and registration, please

see [CSIS].

5 November October 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-5),

Atlantic Council, USA

A strategic review of the 2025 Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation summit

This event will unpack the outcomes of the 2025 APEC

Economic Leaders’ Meeting, held in Gyeongju, South

Korea, and examine its political, diplomatic, and

geoeconomic implications. For more information and

registration, please see [Atlantic Council].

5 November 2025 @ 6:00 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Africa’s rising influence: Advancing agency

in foreign policy and global governance

This hybrid conference will examine how Africa can

assert greater strategic influence in a multipolar world,

exploring approaches to regional coordination,

economic resilience, peace and security initiatives, and
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global leadership ahead of the G20 meeting in

Johannesburg. Participants will discuss strategies to

strengthen Africa’s collective leverage, advance

inclusive growth, and shape global norms across

security, economic, and climate policy domains. For

more information and registration, visit [Chatham

House].

5 November 2025 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Bruegel, Belgium

Supranational supervision: unlocking

European capital markets

This hybrid event will examine proposals to strengthen

Europe’s capital markets union and reduce

fragmentation within the single market. The discussion

will explore reforms to enhance the European

Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA), limit national

authority roles, and boost confidence across the EU

and the 21-country euro area in light of recent policy

developments. For more information and registration,

visit [Bruegel].

6 November 2025 @ 10:00-11.30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS

– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Thailand and Its Middle Power Aspiration

This webinar will explore Thailand’s evolving middle-

power aspirations and the tension between its

ambitious foreign policy goals and risk-averse,

“bamboo diplomacy” behavior. The discussion will

examine how domestic political instability,

bureaucratic inertia, and strategic uncertainty have

shaped Thailand’s international posture and consider

whether—and how—the country can pursue a

coherent foreign policy amid rising nationalism and

regional challenges. For more information and

registration, visit [ISEAS].

6 November 2025 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT-5),

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

The Rise of the Radical Right and the

Future of World Order

This online panel will examine the rise of the radical

right and its impact on global politics. The discussion
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will explore the radical right’s transnational networks,

influence in the United States, European Union, and

Global South, and the broader implications for

international institutions, law, and multilateral

cooperation. For more information and registration,

please see [Carnegie].

6 November 2025 @ 12:30-2:00 p.m. (GMT-5),

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

The World at a Crossroads: Implications of

Evolving Nuclear Security

This hybrid event will explore the changing global

nuclear security landscape amid modernizing arsenals,

evolving deterrence doctrines, and shifting strategic

alliances. It will also discuss the implications for

Europe, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East and

assess the broader consequences for the future of

nuclear politics and security.

For more information and registration, please see

[Carnegie].

7 November October 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-5),

Atlantic Council, USA

What’s next for US-Central Asia relations

after the C5+1 Summit

This webcast will explore renewed U.S. engagement in

Central Asia, a strategically vital region—spanning

cooperation on critical minerals, investment, and

connectivity—and assess the implications of the first-

ever presidential-level C5+1 meeting in Washington,

D.C. For more information and registration, please see

[Atlantic Council].

7 November 2025 @ 10:00-11.30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS

– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Challenges and Opportunities Facing Asia

Pacific Economies

This webinar will examine the implications of the 2025

APEC Economic Leaders’ Week in Gyeongju, Korea,

where the theme “Building a Sustainable Tomorrow”

focused on Connect, Innovate, and Prosper. The

discussion will highlight insights from the APEC
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Regional Trends Analysis (ARTA) and explore the

regional outcomes and their relevance for Singapore

amid ongoing global economic uncertainties. For more

information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

10 November 2025 @ 9:00-10:30 a.m. (GMT-5),

Center for Strategic and International Studies

(CSIS), USA

The State of Taiwan: What's Next after the

Trump-Xi meeting?

This webcast will examine cross-Strait dynamics and

U.S. policy toward Taiwan following President Trump’s

meeting with Xi Jinping at APEC. The discussion will

assess the implications for U.S.-Taiwan relations,

China’s evolving approach toward the island, and

regional perspectives from Taiwan and Japan. For more

information and registration, please see [CSIS].

10 November 2025 @ 10:00-11.30 a.m. (GMT+7),

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Indonesia’s Trade Dynamics with China:

Impacts, Challenges, and Policy

Responses 

This webinar will explore how Indonesia’s economy has

been shaped by its growing trade relationship with

China, particularly under the ASEAN–China Free Trade

Agreement (ACFTA). The discussion will examine the

impacts on import-competing and export-oriented

sectors, Indonesia’s policy responses to rising

competition, and findings from a district-level analysis

of trade shocks and poverty outcomes, set against the

backdrop of shifting global trade dynamics and

geopolitical tensions. For more information and

registration, visit [ISEAS].

Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Branko Milanovic, The Great Global Transformation:

National Market Liberalism in a Multipolar World,

Allen Lane, 288 pages, to be released November 6,

2025. For a review, see [LSE].

Dan Edelstein, The Revolution to Come: A History of

an Idea from Thucydides to Lenin, Princeton University

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-hhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-hhy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-hhj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjjtdtl-l-hht/


Press, 432 pages, published April 15, 2025. For a

review, see [LSE].

Michael Schaeffer Omer-Man, Sarah Leah Whitson,

From Apartheid to Democracy: A Blueprint for Peace

in Israel-Palestine, published September 30, 2025. For

a review, see [The Guardian].

Zadie Smith, Dead and Alive: Essays, Random House,

448 pages, published November 4, 2025. For a review,

see [The New York Times].

Stephen C. Mercado, Japanese Spy Gear & Special

Weapons: How Noborito's Scientists and Technicians

Served in the Second World War and the Cold War, Pen

and Sword Military, 208 pages, published October 30,

2025. For a review, see [Japan Forward].

Calls

The European Conference on Politics and Gender

(ECPG), to be held on June 12-15, 2026, at Newcastle

University, invites paper proposals. The deadline for

abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more

information, see [ECPG].

Decolonization Forum 2026, to be held on May 11-12,

2026, invites paper proposals under the theme

“Decolonizing Knowledge Production and

Circulation.” The deadline for abstract submission is

December 12, 2025. For more information, see

[Decolonization Forum].

Macquarie University and the Office of the United

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

(OHCHR) invite paper proposals for the international

conference “Securing justice for the planet:

Opportunities for, and barriers to, course correction,”

to be held on March 18-19, 2026. The deadline for

abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more

information, see [Macquarie University].

The European Political Science Society (EPSS) invites

paper proposals for its first annual conference, to be

held in Belfast on June 18-20, 2026. The deadline for

abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more

information, see [EPSS].

The International Association for Political Science

Students (IAPSS) invites paper proposals for its World

Congress 2026 “Academic Freedom”, to be held on

May 5-9. 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is

November 7, 2025. For more information, see [IAPSS].
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Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Peace and Development Consultant

– The Philippines. The deadline for application

submission is November 12, 2025. For more

information, see [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a National Human Rights Officer. The

deadline for application submission is November 14,

2025. For more information, see [UNDP].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Programme Manager – Migration,

Environment Climate Change and Risk Reduction.

The deadline for application submission is November

6, 2025. For more information, see [IOM].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) seeks a

National Project Coordinator – Cairo, Egypt. The

deadline for application submission is November 23,

2025. For more information, see [ILO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Senior Adviser (Rome, Italy). The deadline for

application submission is November 13, 2025. For

more information, see [FAO].

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

seeks a Regional Director – South American

Regional Office. The deadline for application

submission is November 16, 2025. For more

information, see [UN].

Plan International seeks a Senior Officer –

Executive Office. Applications are accepted until the

position is filled. For more information, see [Plan

International].

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) seeks a Head

of the Department of Legal Matters / Principal

Secretary of the Court. The deadline for application

submission is December 11, 2025. For more

information, see [ICJ].

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeks an

Associate Project Officer – Manila, The Philippines.

The deadline for application submission is November

15, 2025. For more information, see [ADB].

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) seeks a

Counsel / Senior Counsel (Legal Services). The deadline
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for application submission is November 11, 2025. For

more information, see [IMF].

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) seeks a 2025

Research Analyst. The deadline for application

submission is December 31, 2025. For more

information, see [IMF].

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in

Europe (OSCE) seeks a Chief of Section/Deputy

Director – Kosovo. The deadline for application

submission is November 11, 2025. For more

information, see [OSCE].

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications for the position of Representative of the

Secretary-General for the investment of the assets

of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund. The

deadline for application submission is November 17,

2025. For more information, see [UN].

The UN Department of Peace Operations (UN DPO)

seeks a Senior Police Strategic Partnership Officer.

The deadline for application submission is November

23, 2025. For more information, see [UN].

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

seeks a Section Head – International Project on

Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles. The

deadline for application submission is October 29,

2025. For more information, see [IAEA].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Director – Home Study and Post Release Services

(HSPRS). The deadline for application submission is

November 3, 2025. For more information, see [IRC].

The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) seeks a

Gender and Diversity Operational and Analytical

Consultant – Port of Spain, Spain. The deadline for

application submission is November 3, 2025. For more

information, see [IDB].

The Department of Economics of Sciences Po invites

applications for a Professorship in Behavioral

Economics. The deadline for application submission is

November 10, 2025. For more information, see

[Sciences Po].

The Center for Reproductive Rights seeks a Senior

Legal Adviser – Europe. The deadline for application

submission is November 30, 2025. For more

information, see [Center for Reproductive Rights].
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Team:
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Selvi Kapu (ask), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),

Dániel Babcsán (dnb), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felix Serna

Calvo (fs), Gemelee Hirang Domnik (ghd), Geo Dzakwan

Arshali (ga), Giulia Metyas (gm), Grey Pilarczyk (gp), Hoa

Khanh Ngo (hn), Henning Glaser (hg), Lucas Meier (lm),

Marina Ortiz Ortiz (mo), Monica Sareen (mon), Morten

Strantzen (ms), Muhammed Yulmaz (my),  Myat Sandar

Zaw (msz), Nat Ng Ther Li (nl), Savannah Morris

(sm), Sibghat Ullah (su), Sreepreya Srinivasan (ss), Thoon

Nadi Lynn (tl), Venus Phuangkom, Yamonyongyos

Anankajeerapong (ya), Yeo Hui Qi (yq), Yi-Chen Lin (yl)

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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