Grasp the pattern, read the trend

No. 45, November/2025, 2

Brought to you by CPG

URDNENAELUSSSUMEACS e oo Universitat
THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY Miinster

UNIVERSITAT

FRANKFURT AM MAIN

Q Auswirtiges Amt
GOETHE | [OTWNR]) Dcutscher Akademischer Austouschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service:

Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Angola and Poland this week.
With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPG
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China: Top general vows crackdown on
“fake loyalty”

(dqgl) General Zhang Youxia, Vice-Chairman of China’s
Central Military Commission (CMC), has vowed to root
out “fake loyalty” and corruption within the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) while accelerating the
development of advanced weaponry under the
upcoming 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-2030).

Writing in a newly published collection of policy essays
by senior officials, Zhang urged a sweeping ideological
and disciplinary overhaul to eliminate “poisonous
influences” and reinforce political loyalty to the
Communist Party.

Zhang also emphasized the need to intensify weapons
modernization, calling for the development of “trump
card” systems capable of defeating adversaries. He
highlighted priorities such as integrating networked
information systems, expanding unmanned and
intelligent combat capabilities, and improving



countermeasures—building on the array of advanced
drones and missiles unveiled in China’s recent military
parade.

The next five-year plan, endorsed at the Fourth
Plenum of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee in October (see AiR No. 43, October/2025,
4) and to be adopted by the National People’s
Congress in March 2026, aims to strengthen the PLA's
ability to manage crises, win local wars, and safeguard
China’s “great rejuvenation,” a core goal of President Xi
Jinping's national vision. [SCMP]

China: Quiet legal reform curbs abuse in
secret detention system

(dgl) China has quietly introduced new restrictions on
the controversial detention system known as
residential surveillance at a designated location (RSDL),
a practice long criticized for enabling secret
interrogations, torture, and deaths in custody.
Although no official statement has been made, leaked
guidelines issued jointly by the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate and the Ministry of Public Security on
June 30 reportedly strengthen oversight and limit the
measure’s use.

Originally designed in 1979 as a mild form of house
arrest, RSDL was expanded in 2012 to cover serious
crimes such as terrorism and national security
offenses—a turning point that enabled its widespread
abuse. Over the past decade, it has become a key
instrument of extrajudicial control, with numerous
documented cases of torture and custodial deaths,
including several that led to prosecutions of police
officers.

The new rules introduce significant procedural
safeguards. Police must now allow lawyers to meet
detained clients within 48 hours and without police
presence, a measure aimed at curbing torture. RSDL
cannot be applied if the suspect resides in the same
district as the alleged crime, closing a loophole that
allowed arbitrary jurisdiction shifts. Approvals must go
through the police bureau’s legal department, and
designated locations must be supervised
independently from the investigating team.
Interrogations at detention sites are prohibited and
must occur only in authorized law enforcement rooms,
recorded and limited to eight hours.

Authorities in several provinces have begun
implementing joint supervision mechanisms between
prosecutors and police to monitor compliance. While
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legal experts view the revisions as progress toward
greater procedural protection, they caution that the
real test will be whether local law enforcement
adheres to the new standards. [SCMP] [Caixin]

The reform appears to reflects Beijing's effort to
respond to domestic and international criticism of its
human rights record while maintaining control over
sensitive criminal and political cases. The move may
aim to signal a limited commitment to legal
accountability and procedural reform without
fundamentally altering China’s security apparatus.
[International Service for Human Rights] [Amnesty
International]

China: New climate plan targets 7-10
percent emissions cut by 2035

(dqgl) China has pledged to reduce its net greenhouse
gas emissions by 7-10 percent from peak levels by
2035, reaffirming its commitment to carbon neutrality
ahead of the UN COP30 climate summit in Belém,
Brazil. The target, announced in a new white paper
released on November 8, outlines the country’s
roadmap toward its 2030 carbon peak and 2060
neutrality goals. [The State Council, China]

Beijing's updated climate plan includes raising the
share of non-fossil fuels to over 30 percent of total
energy consumption and expanding wind and solar
capacity sixfold from 2020 levels to 3,600 gigawatts by
2035.

The announcement coincides with the opening of
COP30, attended by more than 60 world leaders and
60,000 participants. Notably absent, however, are
Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Donald
Trump—an omission underscoring the persistent
leadership gap between the world’s two largest
emitters as global efforts to advance climate
cooperation continue. [Anadolu Agency]

While the white paper highlights China’s substantial
progress in green and low-carbon development,
accounting for nearly one-quarter of the world's newly
added green areas over the past two decades and
ranking among the fastest nations in reducing energy
intensity, Beijing also announced that for now it will
not contribute financially to Brazil's flagship Tropical
Forests Forever Facility (TFFF), a new rainforest
protection fund launched at the ongoing COP30 in
Belém. Beijing cited for this decision the long-standing
UN principle of “common but differentiated
responsibilities,” insisting that developed nations
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should bear primary responsibility for global climate
financing (see article in this edition).

China: Exports decline in October amid
record import deals

(dqgl) China's exports fell 1.1 percent in October,
marking the first decline in nearly two years, driven by
a high base effect and the waning of preemptive
shipments ahead of a U.S.-China leadership meeting.
Economists had expected 3 percent growth, making
the contraction a significant surprise after September’s
8.3 percent surge. Imports rose just 1 percent, missing
estimates, as weak domestic demand persisted amid a
sluggish housing market and labor conditions.

Exports to the U.S. dropped sharply by 25 percent
year-on-year, continuing a seven-month streak of
double-digit declines, while imports from the U.S. fell
nearly 23 percent. These declines narrowed China’s
trade surplus with the U.S. to USD 233 billion over the
first 10 months of 2025, down 20 percent from a year
earlier. Despite this, China’s overall exports grew 5.3
percent for the year, supported by stronger shipments
to ASEAN, the EU, and Africa.

The slowdown coincided with a partial trade de-
escalation: ahead of the APEC summit in South Korea
late October, Presidents Xi Jinping and Donald Trump
agreed to roll back tariffs and export restrictions,
expand Chinese purchases of U.S. soybeans, and
cooperate on fentanyl controls. The effective U.S. tariff
on Chinese goods fell to 31 percent, easing immediate
pressures on exporters.

Economists note that China is increasingly diversifying
markets and relying on domestic demand to sustain
growth. Oxford Economics now projects Chinese
export growth at 3.5-5 percent annually and GDP
growth of 4.5 percent in 2026 and 4.4 percent in 2027.
Policymakers are expected to deploy targeted fiscal
measures to stabilize growth, while industrial
overcapacity is being addressed amid rising
competition and marginal profit gains. [CNBC]
[Reuters]

Record USD 83.5 billion import deals concluded at
Shanghai expo

Meanwhile, Chinese companies signed a record USD
83.5 billion in import deals at the China International
Import Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai, underscoring the
country’s growing role as a key consumer market for
global businesses. The total marked the fifth
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consecutive record for the six-day event and a 4.4
percent increase from last year, according to the CIIE
Bureau.

The outcome comes less than two weeks after Beijing
and Washington reached a trade truce, easing tariffs
and boosting confidence among international
manufacturers and Chinese buyers. Premier Li Qiang
pledged to further open China's vast market, while
President Xi Jinping's recent agreement with U.S.
President Donald Trump included tariff reductions and
resumed purchases of American soybeans. [The State
Council, China]

Observers noted that while domestic spending
remains sluggish, the deals highlight China’s
commitment to market opening and international
cooperation. Analysts also see the record imports as a
gesture to reassure global partners of China's
continued integration into the world economy. [SCMP]

Producer deflation eases

At the same time, China's producer price deflation
eased in October while consumer inflation returned to
positive territory, signaling early effects of Beijing's
efforts to curb industrial overcapacity and cutthroat
competition. The Producer Price Index (PPI) fell 2.1
percent year-on-year, slightly less than September’s 2.3
percent drop, while the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
rose 0.2 percent, ending a two-month decline.

Analysts, however, warn that deflationary pressures
persist as domestic demand remains weak. Core
inflation climbed to 1.2 percent, a 20-month high,
reflecting some stabilization in key sectors such as
coal, batteries, and automobiles.

Beijing has unveiled fiscal measures worth over CNY
700 billion (USD 100 billion) to boost investment and
confidence, but the central bank has refrained from
rate cuts. Economists say sustained recovery will
depend on stronger demand-side policies.

Despite slowing growth, China remains on track to
meet its GDP target of around 5 percent for 2025.
[Reuters] [CNBC]

China: Xi Jinping urges Guangdong to
deepen integration with Hong Kong,
Macau to drive Greater Bay Area
ambitions
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(dqgl) President Xi Jinping has tasked Guangdong
province with spearheading deeper cooperation with
Hong Kong and Macau to advance China's Greater Bay
Area (GBA) initiative—Beijing's flagship plan to
integrate 11 southern cities into a unified economic,
technological, and financial powerhouse. [The State
Council, China]

Speaking in Guangdong during his first inspection tour
since last month's Fourth Plenum of the Communist
Party’'s Central Committee, Xi urged the province to
strengthen collaboration with Hong Kong and Macau in
technology, infrastructure, market regulation,
legislation, and the judiciary to promote full regional
integration.

The directives align with the Central Committee’s new
five-year blueprint (2026-2030), which highlights Hong
Kong's role as a global financial and trade hub and a
“superconnector” between China and the world. Xi
further instructed Guangdong to enhance innovation
capacity, combine market and state mechanisms to
boost both public and private enterprise, and play a
greater role in the Belt and Road Initiative and inland
development. [SCMP 1]

Economically, the GBA's GDP reached CNY 14.79 trillion
(USD 2.08 trillion) in 2024—surpassing the New York
and San Francisco Bay Areas—with per capita GDP at
about CNY 170,200 (USD 23,480) and the number of
unicorn startups more than doubling since 2020.
[Xinhua]

Xi's remarks come after earlier this month Guangdong
launched its largest-ever consumer subsidy program
worth CNY 3.5 billion (USD 492 million), offering
discounts on products ranging from cars and
smartphones to home appliances and sports
equipment. The campaign, running until March 2026,
aims to stimulate domestic spending amid sluggish
retail growth, a slowing provincial economy, and the
impact of the U.S.-China trade war.

Despite its scale, the response has been muted. Many
residents view the discounts—typically around 10
percent—as too small to influence spending,
particularly on big-ticket or non-essential items. Others
note that the offers are inconsistent across cities, while
younger consumers increasingly turn to second-hand
platforms for better deals.

Guangdong's economy grew only 4.1 percent in the
first three quarters of 2025, below the national average
of 5.2 percent, while retail sales rose just 2.8 percent.
Economists warn the province could lose its long-held
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position as China’s largest regional economy to Jiangsu
unless local demand recovers. [SCMP 2]

China: Foreign Al chips banned from state-
funded data centers

(dgl) China's commerce ministry has issued guidance
requiring new state-funded data centre projects to use
only domestically produced Al chips. Projects less than
30 percent complete must remove installed foreign
chips or cancel purchases, while more advanced
projects will be reviewed case-by-case. The directive
targets foreign suppliers such as Nvidia, AMD, and
Intel, significantly limiting their access to China's
lucrative Al data centre market.

The move reflects Beijing’s most muscular to eliminate
foreign technology from its critical infrastructure and
push for self-sufficiency in Al technology amid a
temporary pause in U.S.-China trade tensions.
Advanced U.S. chips, including Nvidia's H20, B200, and
H200 processors, are affected, despite previous U.S.
agreements allowing limited sales. Nvidia's Chinese
market share has plummeted from 95 percent in 2022
to near zero, highlighting the economic impact on
foreign firms.

Domestic chipmakers—including Huawei, Cambricon,
MetaX, Moore Threads, and Enflame—stand to gain,
though developers remain cautious due to software
ecosystem differences. [Reuters] [CNBC]

China: Commissioning of advanced
aircraft carrier Fujian marks highlights
technological rivalry with U.S.

(dqgl) China has officially commissioned its third and
most advanced aircraft carrier, the Fujian, in a
ceremony presided over by President Xi Jinping in
Sanya, Hainan. The commissioning follows the Fujian's
sea trials that began in May 2024, about 40 months
after its launch in 2022. [China Military, China]

The Fujian marks a milestone in China's naval
modernization as the country’s first carrier equipped
with electromagnetic catapults—making China the only
nation besides the United States to operate such
technology. With a displacement of over 80,000 tons,
the Fujian is the world's largest conventionally
powered warship. The new system enables aircraft to
launch more frequently, with greater payloads and
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shorter take-off distances, significantly enhancing the
People’s Liberation Army Navy's (PLAN) operational
capabilities. The carrier is expected to deploy advanced
aircraft such as the J-35A stealth fighter and the J-15
series of carrier-based and electronic warfare jets.

The event underscores China’s rapid progress in
carrier development and its ambition to project power
beyond regional waters. By introducing
electromagnetic launch technology—while the U.S.
remains the only other operator—China demonstrates
its growing technological parity with the United States
in naval aviation.

The ceremony was led by General Zhang Shengmin,
newly appointed deputy chairman of the Central
Military Commission, and attended by several top
officials, including Xi Jinping's chief of staff Cai Qi and
Vice Premier Zhang Guoging. The presence of top
military and political leaders at the ceremony
highlights the carrier’s strategic importance to China’s
broader military modernization and global maritime
ambitions. [SCMP]

China: “Mini Drone Carrier” tested

(dgl) China has reportedly begun at-sea testing of its
AR-500C] uncrewed helicopter aboard a new “mini
drone carrier,” signaling a major advance in the
People’s Liberation Army Navy's (PLAN) integration of
unmanned systems. The vessel, about 100 meters long
with a trapezoidal flight deck, appears purpose-built
for drone operations, distinguishing it from other
experimental platforms. [TWZ]

The AR-500(], designed for shipboard deployment,
forms part of China's expanding uncrewed naval
aviation ecosystem, which also includes the GJ-11
stealth UCAV and other rotary-wing drones. This
initiative reflects Beijing's growing interest in
distributed, drone-based naval power—an approach
aimed at offsetting the rising vulnerability of traditional
aircraft carriers to hypersonic missiles and swarm
attacks.

Analysts suggest that mini drone carriers could enable
China to project power more flexibly and at lower cost
by dispersing airpower across smaller, expendable
platforms. Such ships could support reconnaissance,
electronic warfare, and precision strikes while
operating closer to Taiwan within the First Island
Chain.
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China’s vast shipbuilding and drone manufacturing
capacity, coupled with its Military-Civil Fusion strategy,
provides the industrial foundation for such innovation.
However, these smaller carriers remain untested in
combat and would likely operate alongside, not
replace, conventional carriers.

Strategically, the development may foreshadow new
Chinese naval doctrines emphasizing swarm tactics
and standoff strikes—potentially central to a Taiwan
contingency scenario. While this shift enhances China’s
adaptability in anti-access warfare, its operational
effectiveness against advanced defenses and
electronic warfare remains uncertain. [Asia Times]

Heavy-Lift Chinook-style helicopter drone unveiled

Meanwhile, China's privately owned United Aircraft
Technology has successfully completed the maiden
flight of its Boying T1400, a heavy-lift Chinook-style
unmanned helicopter designed for extreme
environments ranging from the Himalayas to the South
China Sea. The twin-rotor drone, resembling the U.S.
CH-47 Chinook, has a maximum take-off weight of 1.4
tons and can carry up to 650 kg at speeds of 180 km/h.
It can remain airborne for up to eight hours and
operate at altitudes of 6,500 meters, enduring
temperatures between -40°C and 55°C and high wind
conditions.

The T1400's versatility allows it to perform logistics,
firefighting, agricultural, and emergency rescue
missions. Its high endurance and payload capacity far
exceed existing Chinese high-altitude drones such as
the AR-500C, making it suitable for operations in Tibet
and over maritime regions like the South China Sea.

While marketed for civilian use, analysts note its
military potential, particularly for resupply missions in
high-altitude or maritime environments, if structural
and engine upgrades are introduced. China’s rapid
drone industrialization supports such dual-use
developments: United Aircraft claims it can produce up
to 1,000 units annually, meeting the logistical demands
of high-intensity scenarios. [SCMP]

The T1400's introduction highlights Beijing's strategy of
leveraging civilian technology for potential military
adaptation under the Military-Civil Fusion framework.

Japan: Japan Innovation Party faces
funding scandal weeks after joining ruling
coalition
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(dql) Only weeks after joining a governing coalition with
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) (see AiR No.
42, October/2025, 3), the center-right Japan Innovation
Party (JIP) has come under pressure over the alleged
misuse of public funds. The party's Osaka chapter
reportedly used government subsidies to pay a
company run by a public secretary of JIP co-leader
Fumitake Fujita for “flyer production costs.” The same
company had previously received taxpayer-funded
payments from Fujita’'s own team for similar services,
prompting concerns about conflicts of interest and the
handling of public money.

According to the Osaka chapter's 2024 expenditure
report, around JPY 1 million (USD 6,500) was paid to
the secretary’s firm. Fujita has acknowledged that the
arrangement could “raise doubts,” though he insists it
was legally sound. The case is particularly damaging
given JIP's long-standing commitment to “self-
sacrificing reforms” aimed at reducing political
spending and curbing vested interests—principles
central to its reformist identity and appeal as a new
coalition partner to the LDP.

Former Osaka mayor and JIP founder Toru Hashimoto
criticized the revelations, suggesting that other party
lawmakers might have similar arrangements. Party
leader and Osaka Governor Hirofumi Yoshimura said
he was unaware of the specific payments but
emphasized the need to prevent public suspicion,
pledging to introduce stricter internal rules.

While the JIP already bans public fund expenditures to
relatives within three degrees of kinship, Yoshimura
said the prohibition may be expanded to include
companies run by politicians or their secretaries. [The
Mainichi]

Japan: High Court rules Upper House vote
disparity “unconstitutional” but upholds
election results

(dqgl) The Sendai High Court ruled November 6 that the
vote weight disparity of up to 3.13 times in the July
upper house election is in a “state of
unconstitutionality,” but rejected calls to annul the
results. This decision marks the fifth of 16 similar
nationwide cases to find the disparity unconstitutional,
while four courts deemed it compatible with the
principle of equality.

The Supreme Court is expected to issue a unified
ruling after all high court decisions are finalized later
this month.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-yh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-yh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-yk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-yk/

The July 20 election saw the gap between votes in the
most- and least-populated constituencies widen from
3.03 times in 2022. While past disparities—3.08 in
2016, 3.00in 2019, and 3.03 in 2022—were upheld as
constitutional, the Supreme Court has stressed the
need to address vote weight inequalities as an urgent
issue. [The Mainichi]

In Japan, election challenges are filed directly in high
courts, bypassing district courts, highlighting a unique
judicial approach to electoral oversight.

Japan: Ministry reaffirms Sakhalin-1's
importance as Tokyo boosts LNG reserves

(ay) Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
(METI) said that the Sakhalin-1 oil project remains
essential to national energy security, despite new U.S.
sanctions targeting Russian shareholder Rosneft. The
ministry stated it would take all necessary measures to
avoid disruptions, noting Japan’s continued
dependence on overseas supplies after phasing out
Russian crude imports in 2023.

Sakhalin-1 involves Japanese trading houses and
energy firms through the government-backed South
Oil Development Company (SODECO) consortium,
alongside partners from India and Russia. [Reuters 1]

The statement coincided with reports that Japan will
expand its Strategic Buffer LNG program from January
2026, securing at least one cargo per month—roughly
70,000 tons—to safeguard against supply shocks. The
plan, managed by METI and implemented through
JERA, follows calls from utilities for greater resilience
amid declining domestic demand and concerns over
disruptions to Russian LNG imports. [Reuters 2]

Japan: Prime minister moves to tighten
economic security framework across law,
policy, and investment screening

(ay) Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has ordered a
review of Japan’s Economic Security Promotion Act,
citing a rapidly shifting external environment and
vulnerabilities in supply chains for critical minerals and
infrastructure. She tasked Economic Security Minister
Kimi Onoda to convene experts and coordinate across
ministries, including preparations for a new policy
think tank and potential support for projects such as
undersea communications cables. [NHK World]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-yu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jy/

Takaichi separately defended a pro-growth agenda in a
Lower House Budget Committee session, backing an
economic panel to steer investment in 17 priority
sectors—artificial intelligence, shipbuilding, defense,
semiconductors, and telecommunications among
them. The discussion highlighted JPY 1.7 trillion (USD
11.3 billion) in support for Rapidus—a Japanese
semiconductor company established in 2022 as part of
the country's strategic effort to revive its domestic chip
manufacturing industry and reduce reliance on foreign
suppliers—,and targets to triple overseas revenue in
Japan’s content industry by 2033, while the opposition
questioned continued reliance on expansionary policy.
[Japan Times]

The prime minister also announced plans to review
Japan's single-year fiscal discipline target, signaling a
departure from the long-standing goal of achieving a
primary balance surplus by fiscal 2026. The move
underscores her preference for expansionary fiscal
policy, raising concerns about Japan’s already strained
public finances, with debt exceeding JPY 1,300 trillion
(USD 8.55 trillion)—more than twice its GDP.

Takaichi, regarded as a fiscal dove, proposed replacing
the current single-year target with multi-year
benchmarks to assess fiscal health, arguing this
approach would support “responsible yet aggressive
fiscal spending” aimed at stimulating growth while
preventing abrupt interest rate hikes.

Her position contrasts with that of previous
administrations, including former Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba’s, which had already delayed the surplus
target from fiscal 2025 to the 2025-2026 period. Japan
has not achieved a primary balance surplus since the
goal was introduced under Junichiro Koizumi in the
2000s. [The Mainichi]

In parallel, the government is preparing the first major
overhaul since 2019 of the Foreign Exchange and
Foreign Trade Act (FEFTA) screening regime to sharpen
national-security reviews while reducing unnecessary
filings triggered by the one-percent prior-notification
threshold. Proposed revisions include narrowing IT
reviews to cybersecurity-critical activities, closing
loopholes involving indirect acquisitions and resident
proxies for foreign actors, and considering a CFIUS-
style committee to centralize oversight. [Reuters]

Japan: U.S. tariffs seen driving first
economic contraction in six quarters
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(ay) Japan's economy likely contracted in the July-
September quarter for the first time since early 2024,
with new U.S. tariffs under President Donald Trump
hitting exports. A Reuters poll forecast an annualized
2.5 percent decline in GDP, reversing 2.2 percent
growth in the previous quarter, as weaker external
demand and lower investment offset modest gains in
consumption.

The 15 percent tariff rate on Japanese imports—well
above the previous 2.5 percent—has particularly
strained the auto sector, with economists warning of a
broader slowdown ahead. [Reuters]

Further underscoring Japan’s vulnerability to U.S. trade
policies and strategic pressures on key industrial and
export-oriented sectors, Japanese listed companies are
expected to report a combined 7.8 percent decline in
net profits for fiscal 2025, marking the first drop in six
years, according to SMBC Nikko Securities—a major
Japanese securities firm known for its market analysis
and research on Japanese and global equities. The
forecast reflects the impact of rising U.S. tariffs,
particularly on automakers and other manufacturers,
and broader challenges in nonmanufacturing sectors.
[The Mainichi 1]

Meanwhile, Japan's household spending fell short of
economists' 2.5 percent forecast, rising 1.8 percent
year-on-year in September, marking a fifth consecutive
monthly increase, according to data from the Ministry
of Internal Affairs and Communications. The gains
were driven mainly by entertainment and
transportation, while weaker spending on education
and housing curbed overall growth. [Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Communications, Japan, in
Japanese] [The Mainichi 2]

Although consumption—which accounts for over half
of Japan’s GDP—remains resilient despite persistent
inflation, economists warn that the economy likely
contracted in the third quarter, ending five consecutive
quarters of expansion.

Inflation has remained at or above the Bank of Japan’s
2 percent target for more than three years, eroding
purchasing power as real wages continue to fall
despite nominal gains. Analysts warn that sustained
declines in real income could dampen consumption
and fuel voter dissatisfaction.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has introduced an
economic package to ease the cost-of-living burden,
including subsidies for electricity and gas bills, regional
support grants, and plans to reduce gasoline taxes.
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However, she has ruled out cash handouts proposed
before the July election.

Known for her support of monetary easing, Takaichi
has avoided pressing the Bank of Japan for policy
changes since taking office in October. Market
expectations suggest the central bank will maintain its
ultra-loose stance, even as the yen remains near an
eight-month low against the dollar, raising concerns
that imported inflation may worsen household
pressures rather than stimulate demand.
[Cryptopolitan]

Japan: Real wages decline for ninth
consecutive month amid inflation
pressure

(dql) Japan's real wages fell for the ninth straight
month in September as inflation continued to outpace
nominal pay growth, underscoring the wage-price gap
complicating the Bank of Japan's (BOJ) path toward
further rate hikes.

According to labor ministry data, inflation-adjusted
wages dropped 1.4 percent year-on-year in September
following a revised 1.7 percent decline in August,
extending the contraction that began in January.
Nominal wages rose 1.9 percent to an average of JPY
297,145 (USD 1,971), but the gain lagged behind the
3.4 percent rise in consumer prices, which accelerated
for the first time since April.

The data highlight persistent pressure on household
purchasing power despite the strongest wage gains in
decades. Japan's largest labor confederation, Rengo,
has set a “5 percent or more” wage-increase target for
the 2026 spring negotiations after achieving an
average 5.25 percent hike this year—the biggest in 34
years. Meanwhile, UA Zensen, representing 1.9 million
workers in retail, textiles, and services, announced
plans to seek a 6 percent increase next year, citing
sustained inflation. [The Japan Times]

At the October 29-30 policy meeting, the BO]J left rates
unchanged, with Governor Kazuo Ueda emphasizing
that the 2026 wage outlook will be decisive for the
timing of any future hike. Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi also signaled caution, noting that Japan has
yet to achieve sustainable inflation accompanied by
real wage growth. [Reuters]
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Japan: Prime Minister Takaichi signals
tighter control in foreign labor policy

(dgl) Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi pledged to tighten
oversight of the country's foreign worker programs,
including by introducing numerical caps, amid growing
domestic unease over the influx of foreign nationals.

Facing pressure in parliament from the nationalist
opposition Sanseito Party, Takaichi emphasized that
foreign labor schemes are intended to fill workforce
gaps in sectors suffering from labor shortages, not to
enable unlimited migration.

Takaichi linked her government's approach to broader
efforts to prevent visa overstays, regulate foreign real
estate investment, and maintain social order. She
announced that her administration will conduct
research on long-term labor acceptance policies in
light of Japan’s demographic decline.

The debate reflects rising political tension over
immigration, as the Sanseito Party’s “Japanese First”
stance gains traction. Its leader, Sohei Kamiya, urged
the government to limit foreign entries, impose stricter
integration measures, and support legislation
penalizing desecration of the national flag—a symbolic
push for cultural preservation.

Under Japan's current system, Specified Skilled Worker
(No. 1) visas allow stays of up to five years, while the
No. 2 category offers a path to permanent residency
for highly skilled workers. The government plans to
admit up to 820,000 workers under the No. 1 visa
between 2024 and 2029, more than double the
previous cap. A reformed training scheme will replace
the controversial technical intern program, long
criticized for exploitation and labor abuse. [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Debate grows over possible shift to
nuclear-powered submarines

(dqgl) Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi has suggested
that Japan should consider acquiring nuclear-powered
submarines, marking a potential shift in the country's
defense strategy amid rising regional tensions. The
debate gained momentum following U.S. President
Donald Trump's recent approval for South Korea to
develop such vessels (see AiR No. 44, November/2025,
1.
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Koizumi stated in a TV show on November 6 that Japan
must reassess its reliance on diesel-electric
submarines, citing the increasingly severe security
environment and noting that “all surrounding
countries” — including China, which already operates
nuclear-powered submarines, and North Korea, which
seeks to acquire them — are pursuing similar
capabilities. South Korea's move, approved by
Washington after President Lee Jae-myung requested
U.S. fuel supply for nuclear submarines to counter
China and North Korea, has intensified Tokyo's
deliberations. [The Chosun Daily] [RSIS] [38 North]

The Japanese Defense Ministry has already been
studying “next-generation power sources” for
submarines with vertical launch systems, implicitly
including nuclear propulsion. A recent coalition
agreement between the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party and the Japan Innovation Party also endorsed
promoting such technology, though without explicitly
naming nuclear submarines.

Despite growing political backing, Japan faces steep
financial, technological, and legal hurdles. The Atomic
Energy Basic Law restricts nuclear energy use to
peaceful purposes, casting uncertainty over the legality
of military nuclear propulsion. According to a senior
ministry official, discussions remain preliminary given
the high costs, technical demands, and potential legal
conflicts involved. [The Asahi Shimbun] [Japan Today]

Japan: Defense ministry to develop Al-
linked anti-ship missile system

(dqgl) The defense ministry has announced plans to
begin developing an Al-enabled missile control system
in the next fiscal year to enhance coordination and
effectiveness among its anti-ship missiles. The system
will allow multiple Al-equipped warheads to
communicate and adjust flight paths in real time,
improving Japan’s capacity to engage distant enemy
vessels and strengthening its overall deterrence
posture.

Unlike the current system, in which missiles are guided
individually from the ground, the new networked
system would enable missiles, decoy units, and
jamming devices to share data mid-flight, dynamically
adapting tactics to counter enemy maneuvers and
electronic interference. The technology aims to
optimize collective targeting and increase the
survivability and precision of long-range “standoff
missiles” with ranges exceeding 1,000 kilometers. [Asia
News Network]
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Mongolia: New projects included in 2026
draft budget

(fs) Mongolia's 2026 draft state budget includes new
investment projects worth around USD 307 million,
despite the removal of USD 92.6 million in previously
planned investments.

According to the draft, USD 101.6 million will be
allocated to newly added projects. Among them, USD
2.5 million is planned for the purchase of small- and
medium-sized agricultural equipment in the Central
and Khangai regions, while USD 26.8 million will
support regional development programs and USD 5.6
million will fund infrastructure projects for the
sustainable development of the western region.

The budget also includes significant salary increases:
76 percent for teachers, 15 percent for doctors, and
8.6 percent for pensions. The Fiscal Standing
Committee stated that salary increases, costing USD
273 million, will be financed through reduced
investment spending, though the finance minister
warned of inflationary risks. [Bloomberg TV]

The rise in salaries helped to put an end to the
nationwide strike the teachers had been holding since
October 16 (see AiR No. 42, October/2025, 3). The base
monthly salary has been set at USD 781, a substantial
increase compared to the former base of USD 389, and
it will increase again on January 1, 2026. The
agreement also amends nine provisions of the
collective agreement, while the salaries of teachers
who participated in the strike will be compensated.
[Education International]

On the other hand, the health sector, which had
already carried out a sit-in protest demanding fair
wages in October, announced they will go on strike
from November 13, given that they deemed the 15
percent salary increase announced by the government
to be insufficient. [GoGo]

Additionally, people with disabilities held a protest
outside the State Palace on November 7 in
Ulaanbaatar, demanding an increase in welfare
payments to reach a basic living standard.

Participants stated that current benefits are
insufficient to cover essential needs and called for
dignity and fair treatment from the government.
Protesters also demanded a public apology from
Member of Parliament J. Batsuuri, who allegedly made
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offensive remarks about people with disabilities during
a recent parliamentary session.

Caregivers criticized the proposed 2026 budget plan to
raise monthly benefits by only USD 1.70-5, calling it
insulting given rising living costs. The National
Federation of Wheelchair Users of Mongolia reported
that disabled individuals currently receive USD 110-160
per month, while caregivers receive USD 84. [iToim]

Mongolia: Government discusses largest
coal exporter audit, agricultural risks

(fs) In a regular meeting on November 5, the
government addressed several issues, including the
audit of state-owned Erdenes Tavantolgoi JSC —
Mongolia’s largest coal exporter — and agricultural
production risks facing the country.

In preparation for the public listing of Erdenes
Tavantolgoi JSC, the Cabinet instructed officials to
conduct an independent international audit of the
company’s operations over the past three years and to
update its valuation. The move aims to advance plans
to trade up to 30 percent of the company’s shares on
domestic and foreign stock exchanges, as previously
approved by Parliament.

The government also ordered the disclosure of all coal
sales and purchase contracts signed since 2010. The
company has published 581 of 586 contracts on its
official website, with five still pending disclosure due to
confidentiality clauses.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Food, Agriculture, and Light
Industry reported a 40.3 percent decline in total crop
output compared to last year, mainly due to extreme
weather conditions and drought. The Cabinet
instructed the ministry to implement risk mitigation
measures, secure seed reserves for 2026, and study
options for extending farmers' loan repayment
deadlines. [Sonin, in Mongolian]

North Korea: Authorities tighten market
controls amid rise in Chinese imports

(sm) North Korean authorities have reportedly
expanded a nationwide campaign to tighten control
over domestic markets following a sharp rise in
Chinese imports. Market inspectors and security
agents have been deployed to major trading centers to
monitor the sale of foreign goods, inspect cargo, and
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track unregistered shipments. The new measures aim
to curb the growing influence of Chinese consumer
products flooding local stalls since cross-border trade
resumed, challenging Pyongyang's ability to regulate
supply and prices. [Daily NK]

The campaign follows and earlier enforcement wave
from late October, when authorities launched a
crackdown on smuggling networks that used Chinese
intermediaries to transport goods across the border.
More than 60 North Koreans were detained, and
several Chinese nationals were questioned in
connection with the so-called “favor packing trade”, a
practice of concealing contraband in personal luggage.
[Asia in Review No. 42 Ver. 3]

Traders inside the country say the latest inspections
have disrupted local markets and deepened economic
uncertainty with many vendors struggling to replace
the confiscated imported goods from the raids.
Combined with the late October crackdown, the
heightened monitoring suggests a coordinated effort
by both Pyongyang and Beijing to restrict semi-official
smuggling networks that had long supported local
economies.

The renewed emphasis on enforcement reflects North
Korea's determination to centralize control over
commerce and limit outside influence on its fragile
domestic markets. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Short-range ballistic missile
fired into East Sea

(sm/mo/ay) On November 7, North Korea fired a short-
range ballistic missile into the East Sea, continuing a
pattern of regular weapons tests that have punctuated
the year. The projectile traveled roughly 700 kilometers
before landing in open waters near Japan according to
the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). [The Korea Times]

Marking the seventh test this year and the second
since South Korean President Lee Jae-myung took
office in June, the launch occurred 16 days after
Pyongyang's previous test and followed recent artillery
and rocket activity timed around the South Korea-
China summit and the visit of U.S. Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth to the Joint Security Area. It also came
amid heightened regional tensions, as North Korea
denounces new U.S. sanctions (see article in this
edition) and Washington and Seoul advance plans for a
nuclear-powered submarine project. [The Chosun
Daily] [DW] [Korea JoongAng Daily]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-ih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-ik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-iu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-dl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-dr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-dr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-dy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-dj/

Defense officials in Seoul noted that while the latest
test underscores North Korea’'s commitment to
advancing its missile capabilities, it also coincides with
growing concern over potential nuclear escalation. The
Punggye-ri nuclear test site remains active and fully
prepared for what would be the country's seventh
nuclear test following the most recent one in 2017,
pending final authorization from Kim Jong Un. [Yonhap
News Agency 1]

Together, the ongoing missile activity and sustained
nuclear readiness illustrate Pyongyang's calibrated
strategy of maintaining pressure while avoiding a full
confrontation. By keeping the nuclear option open and
conducting limited tactical launches, the regime
continues to assert its deterrent capabilities and
influence regional security dynamics.

Japan's government condemned the launch as a clear
violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions. Analysts
said the test underscores Pyongyang's intent to protest
the strengthening trilateral cooperation among Japan,
South Korea, and the United States. [NHK World]

Artillery tested during U.S. Defense Secretary visit

In an earlier move, North Korea fired multiple artillery
rockets into the Yellow Sea on November 3, coinciding
with the visit of U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth to
the Joint Security Area (JSA) alongside South Korean
officials. The projectiles were launched from coastal
positions in the country’s western region and
reportedly fell into open water outside South Korea's
territory. The timing of the launch occurred as high-
level defense discussions took place at the border.
[Yonhap News Agency 2]

Seoul condemned the firings as a provocation that
heightens tension around the peninsula and said that
South Korean and U.S. forces increased monitoring to
guard against additional actions. [Reuters]

South Korea: Political firestorm erupts
over alleged government interference in
high-profile corruption case

(dgl) South Korea is facing a political storm over the
prosecution’s decision not to appeal a major
corruption case tied to a Seongnam housing project.
The case had drawn attention for possible links to
President Lee Jae Myung, though the lower court found
no direct involvement on his part.
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The prosecution missed the November 7 deadline to
challenge an October 31 ruling that handed prison
sentences of four to eight years to five suspects who
allegedly orchestrated a scheme defrauding the
Seongnam municipal government of around KRW 480
billion (USD 330 million).

Opposition lawmakers, led by the People Power Party,
accused the Lee administration of meddling to prevent
further exposure of the president’s potential
connections, suggesting that the Justice Ministry
influenced the decision. Lee himself faced related
charges for causing losses to Seongnam Development
Corp., but his trial was indefinitely postponed following
his presidential election victory in June.

Ruling party legislators defended the inaction as a
demonstration of prosecutorial restraint, framing
criticism from within as defiance. [The Korea Herald]

In a related development, Jung Jin-woo, head of the
Seoul Central District Prosecutors’ Office, offered his
resignation on November 8, only four months into his
tenure, following the prosecution’s decision not to
appeal October 31 ruling.

Observers interpret his move as a protest against the
decision, which reportedly aligned with the Justice
Ministry's view that an appeal was unnecessary.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Former President Yoon
indicted for engineering pretext for
martial law via drone strikes on North
Korea

(dgl/mo) South Korea’s former President Yoon Suk Yeol
and two senior aides have been formally charged with
“benefiting the enemy” for allegedly authorizing
unauthorized drone missions over Pyongyang in
October 2024, intended to create justification for
imposing martial law.

Investigators contend that Yoon, with the support of
ex-Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun and former
Defense Counterintelligence chief Yeo In-hyung,
deliberately sought to manufacture instability ahead of
the planned December 3 declaration. A memo
recovered from Yeo's phone reportedly outlined
provocative targets in North Korea—including
Pyongyang, nuclear sites, and Kim Jong-un’s residence
—indicating a strategy to provoke a military response.
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The drone operations reportedly aggravated tensions
on the Korean Peninsula and compromised South
Korean security, as several drones were lost and
sensitive operational information was exposed. North
Korea reacted with propaganda balloon launches and
a public statement from Kim Yo-jong.

Separately, Kim Yong-dae, commander of the Drone
Operations Command, faces charges including abuse
of authority, falsifying records, and damaging military
assets. Authorities emphasized that the indictments
focus solely on individuals who intentionally sought to
set the stage for martial law, excluding personnel who
believed they were performing routine duties. [The
Korea Herald 1] [SCMP]

Arrest motion filed for opposition lawmaker over martial
law attempt

In an earlier move last week, the justice ministry
announced that a motion requesting the arrest of
legislator Choo Kyung-ho of the main opposition
People Power Party (PPP) has been submitted to the
National Assembly.

Special counsel Cho Eun-suk filed the arrest request
over Choo's alleged role in obstructing PPP lawmakers
from voting to lift the martial law decree. Choo, then
the party’s floor leader, is suspected of repeatedly
changing the location of an emergency PPP meeting on
December 3 at Yoon's request, allegedly to prevent
lawmakers from participating in the vote. [The Korea
Herald 2]

Task force to probe officials’ roles in Yoon’s martial law
attempt to be launched

In a latest development, the government announced
on November 11 that it will create a task force to
investigate whether public officials were involved in
Yoon's martial law attempt. Prime Minister Kim Min-
seok, speaking at a Cabinet meeting, said the
administration will urgently carry out an internal probe
to determine which officials took part or cooperated in
the attempt and to establish grounds for appropriate
personnel actions.

The investigation will cover 49 central government
agencies — excluding those under the presidential
office or independent bodies — and will run through
January 31. Twelve agencies, including the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, the prosecution, the police, the prime
minister’s office, and the ministries of finance, foreign
affairs, justice and defense, will undergo intensive
inspection. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: Former President Yoon skips
special counsel questioning in military
probe case

(dqgl) Former President Yoon Suk-yeol failed to appear
November 8 for questioning by a special counsel
investigating his alleged interference in the 2023 death
of a young Marine. Special counsel Lee Myeong-hyeon
had summoned Yoon for the session, following an
earlier request on October 23 that Yoon skipped, citing
his lawyers' trial schedules.

Yoon, currently in custody over his failed December
attempt to impose martial law, faces separate
allegations of abusing his power and aiding a criminal
suspect in the Marine case. Investigators allege he
pressured the presidential office and Defense Ministry
to reverse the military's initial findings into Cpl. Chae
Su-geun'’s death, potentially shielding a former Marine
commander from accountability. He is also suspected
of assisting former Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup in
avoiding responsibility by appointing him ambassador
to Australia in March 2024. [Yonhap News Agency]

Chae died in July 2023 during a heavy-rain rescue
mission after being swept away in a swollen stream
while lacking proper safety equipment, including a life
vest.

South Korea: Prime Minister orders full
audit of state asset sales amid
privatization concerns

(mo) Prime Minister Kim Min-seok on November 5
ordered a comprehensive audit of all government
asset sales carried out by both the current Lee Jae
Myung administration and the previous Yoon Suk Yeol
government, following controversy over the sale of
shares in Yonhap Television News, a South Korean 24-
hour cable news channel.

The previous administration sold a 30.95 percent stake
in YTN—South Korea's public news channel—to
Eugene Group through state-run entities Kepco KDN
and the Korea Racing Authority as part of a 2022 public
sector reform. The deal, approved in early 2024, has
drawn criticism for alleged political motives and lack of
transparency.

Kim's directive came after President Lee Jae Myung
earlier laset week ordered a complete suspension of
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state asset sales, citing irregularities and a lack of
transparency (see AiR No. 44, November/2025, 1). The
prime minister instructed authorities to investigate
potential undervaluation or preferential treatment in
past transactions, stressing that any wrongdoing must
result in legal action, possible contract cancellations,
and restoration of state ownership.

The audit will also review asset management practices
and propose institutional reforms to strengthen
parliamentary oversight and public participation in
managing national assets. [The JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Government unveils
investments in green transition loans

(mo) South Korea will provide nearly USD 220 million in
low-interest loans to 16 companies investing in carbon-
reduction technologies, the industry ministry
announced. Firms in heavy-emitting sectors —
including refining, shipbuilding, hydrogen, and
petrochemicals — will receive loans of up to KRW 50
billion (USD 35.7 million) each at a 1.3 percent interest
rate with 10-year repayment terms. [Korea Pro]
[UNFCC]

The announcement comes as the government
prepares to submit its 2035 NDC, which sets a
greenhouse-gas reduction target of 53-61 percent
below 2018 levels. [The Korea Herald]

In addition, the government and the ruling Democratic
Party agreed to create a new K-GX Green
Transformation Strategy to support industry, ease
burdens on emissions-heavy sectors, and manage the
social impact on coal plants, automakers, and regional
economies. [Ministry of Climate, Energy and
Enviroment]

South Korea: Government lowers disaster
alert for data systems as national data
recovery nears completion

(mo) The South Korean government downgraded its
disaster alert level for public data systems from
“serious” to “alert” as recovery from the National
Information Resources Service (NIRS) data center fire
in Daejeon reached 95.3 percent completion. Interior
Minister Yun Ho-jung announced the change after 40
days of emergency operations by the Central Disaster
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and Safety Countermeasures Headquarters, which has
now been deactivated.

All Tier 1 and 2 systems tied to public safety and
essential services have been fully restored, with
complete normalization expected by November 20 for
the Daejeon center and December for systems being
transferred to Daegu which also hosts an NIRS data
center. [The JoongAng Daily]

The National Information Resources Service (NIRS) fire
in Daejeon occurred on September 26, at one of South
Korea's main government data centers responsible for
hosting and managing digital infrastructure for
numerous public agencies. The fire disrupted access to
hundreds of government systems and online public
services, including civil complaint platforms, welfare
systems, and local administrative networks. The
government declared its highest disaster alert level,
“serious,” and activated the Central Disaster and Safety
Countermeasures Headquarters to coordinate
emergency response and system recovery (see AiR No.
39, September/2025, 5).

South Korea: Major military leadership
overhaul as fallout of martial law crisis
expected

(dql) South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) is
preparing an unprecedented personnel reshuffle in
the wake of the December 3 martial law crisis. JCS
Chair Gen. Jin Yong-sung has called for a
“comprehensive overhaul” affecting most generals at
headquarters, as well as colonels and lieutenant
colonels who have served over two years.

The plan could see the majority of roughly 40 generals
reassigned to the Defense Ministry or individual
service branches, while new commanders from outside
the JCS are brought in. Among mid-ranking officers,
those already promoted may be reassigned by the end
of November, with colonels and generals moving as
early as December or January. Exact details remain
under review.

The overhaul is part of the Lee Jae Myung
administration’s effort to restore public trust in the
military and move beyond the political turmoil caused
by former President Yoon Suk Yeol's failed martial law
attempt. A prior round of high-level appointments in
September had already replaced all seven four-star
generals who held top posts during the crisis.
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Analysts caution that such a broad reshuffle could
temporarily disrupt command stability and operational
readiness, particularly for North Korea contingency
planning. While the JCS proposes personnel changes,
final approval rests with the defense ministry, and
coordination with the Army, Navy, and Air Force is
required for field-grade officers. [The Korea Herald]
[The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Navy conducts first fleet-
level drills

(dgl) To mark its 80th anniversary, South Korea's Navy
conducted its first-ever fleet-level maneuver exercises
in the southern and eastern seas, officials announced
on November 11. The three-day drills, which began on
November 9, involved three Aegis-equipped destroyers
—the Jeongjo the Great, ROKS Yulgok Yi |, and ROKS
Seoae Ryu Seong-ryong—alongside four additional
warships and three aircraft.

The exercises represented an upgrade from previous
squadron-level drills and were the first to involve the
newly established Naval Task Fleet Command, created
in February to strengthen responses to North Korean
maritime threats. Operations included anti-ship, anti-
submarine, and anti-air warfare drills, as well as
ballistic missile detection and tracking. The fleet
conducted live-fire exercises, with destroyers firing
simulated shells at targets eight kilometers away, and
performed complex maneuver formations, including
straight-line, diamond, and arrow patterns.

Air defense exercises tested detection and interception
of aircraft and guided missiles under simulated
wartime conditions, while the Command Combat
Center oversaw coordinated operations, radar
targeting, and logistics support, ensuring combat
readiness at sea.

South Korea: First nationwide tabletop
drill to prepare for potential supply chain
crisis conducted

(mo) South Korea is conducting this week its first-ever
pan-government tabletop exercise to prepare for
potential supply chain disruptions, officials announced
on November 11. The three-day drill, held jointly with
private companies, will simulate shortages of key
industrial materials caused by a natural disaster.
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The exercise is intended to strengthen coordination
between government ministries and the private sector
and to build a rapid joint response system to protect
the national economy during an actual crisis. According
to the finance ministry, findings from the drill will be
incorporated into new supply chain crisis response
manuals being developed by 13 ministries to ensure
consistent and practical guidelines.

Sohn Woong-ki, the finance ministry official overseeing
economic supply chain policy, said the goal is to
enhance governmentwide crisis management
capabilities and make the response framework more
applicable to real-world scenarios. [The JoongAng
Daily]

South Korea: KF-16 flight simulators to be
upgraded to latest F-16V standard

(mo) Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI) — South Korea's
leading aerospace and defense company — will
upgrade the Air Force’s KF-16 flight simulators to the
latest F-16V (Viper) standard under a project entrusted
to it by Lockheed Martin.

Over the next six years, KAl will modernize nine
simulators with updated avionics and AESA-radar-
equivalent systems, improving pilot training realism
and reliability. KAl will also provide on-site technical
support and draw on its experience developing more
than 70 simulators. [ChosunBiz]

South Korea: Government delays decision
on Google's map data export request

(mo) South Korea’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport has once again delayed its decision on
whether to approve Google's long-standing request to
export local map data, which the company needs to
fully operate certain location-based services.

In a statement, the ministry said that its National
Geographic Information Institute requires additional
documents from Google before it can issue a final
ruling. The agency has granted the company 60
business days to submit the requested information.
Only after receiving and reviewing the material will the
government make a final decision.

The repeated delay underscores ongoing sensitivities
in South Korea regarding the overseas transfer of
detailed mapping data, which is restricted due to
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national security concerns. Google has sought
permission for years, arguing that access to exported
map data is necessary for offering globally consistent
services such as real-time navigation. [Reuters]

South Korea: Nine people missing after
Chinese fishing boat capsizes off
southwest coast

(mo) A Chinese fishing vessel capsized on November
10 about 150 km southwest of Eocheong Island,
leaving nine crew members unaccounted for. Eleven
people were on board; two were rescued by a passing
cargo ship, while patrol boats and helicopters continue
search operations for the remaining nine. [Yonhap]

The incident occurred just one day after another
Chinese fishing boat overturned in nearby
southwestern waters, killing two crew members and
leaving three missing, while six survivors were rescued.

Taiwan: Lawmakers reject National
Communications Commission nominees,
leaving regulator paralyzed

(yl) The opposition-dominated Legislative Yuan,
Taiwan'’s parliament, on November 7, voted down all
four nominees to the National Communications
Commission (NCC), leaving the independent media
regulator unable to make policy decisions.

With only three commissioners remaining in office, the
NCC lacks the quorum needed to approve regulatory
measures.

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) accused
opposition parties of political obstruction, while the
Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP)
said the nominees lacked professionalism and
independence.

The impasse has temporarily paralyzed Taiwan's key
communications and media oversight body, reflecting
the deep political polarization that continues to hinder
parliamentary work in the country. [Focus Taiwan]

The Legislative Yuan is currently dominated by the
opposition, with 62 of 113 seats held by the KMT and
the TPP, forming a clear majority. The DPP of President
Lai Ching-te controls 51 seats, leaving it in the
parliamentary minority.
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Taiwan: KMT chair faces backlash for
attending memorial honoring CCP spy

(yl) Opposition party, Kuomintang (KMT), Chairperson
Cheng Li-wun drew sharp criticism after attending a
White Terror memorial in Taipei that included Wu Shi,
a late Chinese Communist spy, among those
commemorated.

The Mainland Affairs Council condemned the move as
“a grave insult” to those who died defending the
Republic of China, urging Cheng to focus instead on
Taiwanese nationals detained in China. Civil groups
accused her of legitimizing Beijing's narrative by
honoring Wu, who leaked key military intelligence
during the Chinese Civil War and was executed in 1950.
[Focus Taiwan 1]

Cheng defended her participation, saying she attended
to mourn political victims and advocate peace, not to
pay tribute to communist agents. [Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: Union accuses medical device
maker of migrant labor abuse and union
suppression

(yl) The union at TaiDoc Technology Corp. staged a
protest outside the Ministry of Labor (MOL) on
November 7 accusing the company of imposing
excessive control over migrant workers and
suppressing union activities. Workers described living
under strict surveillance, including nightly curfews, roll
calls, and photo check-ins, with penalties such as up to
30 days of labor service for staying out overnight. The
union also said TaiDoc's rules require pregnant
workers to be repatriated immediately and that the
company has pressured union members to withdraw
or face loss of benefits.

New Taipei's Labor Affairs Department confirmed the
company had been repeatedly warned over
inappropriate labor practices, including interference in
union operations. The MOL said it will impose penalties
if its adjudication committee determines TaiDoc's
actions violate labor regulations.

The case highlights ongoing human rights and labor
rights concerns regarding the treatment of migrant
workers in Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan]
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The protest came shortly after Taiwan’s Control Yuan,
the government watchdog body, initiated a probe into
alleged forced labor practices in the country's textile
industry following a U.S.-based NGO report exposing
abuses involving migrant workers. The probe seeks to
assess whether Taiwanese authorities have adequately
addressed violations of labor rights and complied with
international human rights commitments.

The report by Transparentem, “Following the Thread:
Labor Abuses in Taiwan’s Textile Industry,” found that
nine Taiwanese manufacturers supplying major global
brands—including Adidas, Nike, H&M, and Patagonia—
had charged illegal recruitment fees of up to USD
6,000, withheld wages and identity documents, and
intimidated workers (see AiR No. 43, October/2025, 4).

Taiwan: Record-breaking export surge
driven by Al demand

(dqgl) Taiwan's exports hit a record high in October,
soaring 49.7 percent year-on-year to USD 61.8 billion,
driven by surging global demand for artificial
intelligence and high-performance computing
products. According to the Ministry of Finance, this
marks the 24th consecutive month of export growth
and the largest annual increase in over 15 years,
underscoring Taiwan's central role in global technology
supply chains.

Imports also rose 14.6 percent to USD 39.22 billion,
reflecting strong activity in the Al supply chain and
domestic restocking. As a result, Taiwan's trade surplus
widened to an unprecedented USD 22.58 billion.
[Ministry of Finance, Taiwan]

Exports to the United States jumped 140 percent to
USD 21.14 billion, accounting for 34.2 percent of total
shipments—the highest share since 1990 and 11
percentage points ahead of China and Hong Kong. The
surge was fueled primarily by shipments of new
graphics cards and Al-related components, reinforcing
Taiwan's strategic importance in the US-led technology
ecosystem amid ongoing US-China trade tensions.

Despite this robust performance, the Ministry
cautioned that traditional industries such as metals,
plastics, and rubber face overcapacity and weak
demand.

From January to October 2025, Taiwan's exports
totaled USD 514.45 billion, up 31.8 percent from a year
earlier, with full-year exports projected to exceed USD
600 billion. [Reuters] [The Economic Times]
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Taiwan: Former army captain indicted for
selling military secrets to China

(dgl) A former captain in Taiwan's Army has been
formally charged with passing sensitive military data to
China. The officer, Yu, reportedly attracted the
attention of a Chinese online contact after openly
discussing financial struggles, who then offered
payment for classified information from Yu's unit.

Authorities claim Yu photographed lists containing the
names and phone numbers of military personnel and
transmitted them to his Chinese interlocutor. During a
raid on his Tainan residence on January 9, investigators
seized his phone, chat records, and image files.

Yu joined the All-Out Defense Mobilization Agency in
April 2021 as a budget officer, rising through multiple
promotions and relocating to northern Taiwan in mid-
2023 before retiring later that year. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Military faces worsening
manpower shortages

(dqgl) Taiwan’s military is grappling with a deepening
manpower crisis as volunteer enlistment continues to
decline, raising concerns over combat readiness
despite record defense spending. According to the
parliamentary budget center, the overall personnel fill
rate dropped from 88.6 percent in 2020 to 75.6
percent by mid-2024, with frontline units often below
80 percent staffing.

The report highlights three major concerns: the loss of
6,784 volunteers, surging early retirements among
officers (particularly in the Air Force), and mid-career
pilots declining to extend service. Volunteer numbers
are falling sharply, with only 68 percent of 2024 levels
projected for 2026, and a growing number of
personnel paying to exit contracts early. Structural
issues, including pension uncertainty, are cited as key
drivers of attrition.

Experts emphasize that junior and mid-ranking officers
form the backbone of operational units and are
essential for integrating new weapons. Continued
departures could undermine squadron cohesion and
the effectiveness of Taiwan's expanding air-defense
capabilities. Proposals include creating reserve pilot
and instructor systems, modeled on the US approach,
to retain expertise.
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Opposition lawmakers warn that the military’s
readiness now falls to a C-3 level under US standards,
able to perform only limited missions, highlighting the
gap between hardware acquisition and actual combat
capability. [SCMP]

Taiwan: Marine conduct live-fire drill

(dqgl) The Marine Corps Command carried out a live-fire
exercise last weej to enhance littoral defense and joint
operational capabilities. The drill simulated various
enemy scenarios to test command communications,
fire coordination, target acquisition, and logistical
support, involving six units including the Air Defense
Group. Marines employed 105mm howitzers, 40mm
grenade launchers, 20mm guns, and T74 machine
guns.

The exercise unfolded in multiple phases: routine crisis
response, combat readiness deployment, joint anti-
amphibious operations, and coastal and beachfront
combat. Surveillance drones supported target
acquisition and fire coordination, while the Team
Awareness Kit software integrated real-time imagery
and frontline data to improve situational awareness
and unit-wide operational coordination.

The exercise reinforced rapid response capabilities,
enhanced commanders’ decision-making, and
strengthened joint defense integration. This follows a
13-week amphibious warfare training last month by
the Marine Corps Amphibious Armor Group and an
infantry battalion, aimed at improving integration,
combat effectiveness, and amphibious operational
readiness. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: MQ-9B drone deliveries set to
begin on schedule in 2026

(dqgl) Taiwan'’s Air Force confirmed that deliveries of
four MQ-9B armed drones are on schedule, beginning
in the third quarter of 2026. Amid concerns from
lawmakers about potential delays in U.S. weapons
transfers—heightened by the conflict in Ukraine—Air
Force Chief of Staff Lee Ching-jan stressed that
production of the first two high-altitude drones is
proceeding as planned.

The defense budget outlines next year's acquisitions,
including 14 Volcano mine-laying systems for the Army,
the final 28 M1A2T Abrams tanks, and the first two
MQ-9B drones. Taiwan has allocated NTD 21.72 billion
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(USD 718 million) for uncrewed aerial vehicles from
General Atomics. Two ground control stations will be
installed at Air Force bases in Chiayi and Hualien.

Legislators had questioned whether drone data would
be routed through the U.S. before reaching Taiwan’s
command. Air Force officials denied this, confirming all
information will remain within Taiwan’s military chain
of command. The MQ-9B drones are capable of
engaging ground and aerial targets using Hellfire and
AIM-9 Sidewinder missiles. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Major anti-drone procurement
launched

(dql) Taiwan's military announced a public review for a
portable anti-drone system, planning to spend NTD
9.66 billion (USD 312 million) to acquire 635 units
between 2026 and 2028. The Army will receive 242
sets, the Navy 213, the Air Force 72, and the
Information, Communications, and Electronic Force
Command 108.

The system must track over 10 targets simultaneously
with updates exceeding once per second, operate
across 433 MHz-5.8 GHz frequency bands, and provide
jamming, spoofing, and takeover capabilities with a
minimum 2 km effective range in all weather. It should
be deployable by 1-2 personnel within 15 minutes,
compatible with light vehicles and naval platforms,
offer 360-degree passive detection up to 4 km, and
function without disrupting other military
communications or friendly drones.

This initiative follows earlier Army requirements for a
portable system capable of countering Class | and Il
drones and locating operators, as well as plans by
military police to purchase three US-made MACE
systems for small-drone detection and neutralization.
[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: National Chung Shan Institute of
Science and Technology earns U.S.
cybersecurity certification

(yl) The National Chung Shan Institute of Science and
Technology (NCSIST)— Taiwan'’s premier defense
research and development institution—became the
first institution in Taiwan to obtain U.S. Cybersecurity
Maturity Model Certification (CMMC) Level 2, aligning
with U.S. defense standards after a two-year review.
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The certification enhances its eligibility to undertake
U.S. defense projects and reflects deeper institutional
integration in Taiwan and U.S. defense cooperation.

NCSIST announced it will extend cybersecurity
certification efforts across domestic defense partners
and leverage its collaboration with U.S. defense-
technology company Anduril on low-cost loitering
munitions to expand Taiwan's defense supply-chain
capacity. [Taiwan News]
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-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
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Bangladesh: Supreme Court adjourns
hearing on caretaker government appeal
amid high political stakes

(Im) Bangladesh’s Supreme Court has adjourned its
hearing on the appeal concerning the non-party
caretaker government system, a mechanism once
central to ensuring electoral neutrality. As of
November 11, no further update has been issued on
the proceedings, which remain pending amid
heightened political tension ahead of the 2026 general
elections.

The case challenges the 2011 Supreme Court verdict
that struck down the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution, which had provided for a neutral interim
administration to oversee national elections. The issue
resurfaced after the High Court ruled on December 17,
2024, that the abolition of the caretaker system had
itself been unconstitutional, effectively restoring the
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provision. The government appealed that decision,
arguing that reinstating an unelected interim authority
would undermine constitutional continuity and
democratic legitimacy.

The Appellate Division last convened on November 6,
completing its ninth day of hearings before
announcing the adjournment to November 11.
Arguments were led by Attorney General Md
Asaduzzaman and Additional Attorney General
Barrister Aneek R. Haque, following earlier
submissions from lawyers representing the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami, and several civil society petitioners.
[Dhaka Tribune]

The caretaker government question has deep historical
and political resonance in Bangladesh, where both the
BNP and Jamaat have long demanded its restoration as
a precondition for credible elections, while the Awami
League, under Sheikh Hasina before her 2024 ouster,
maintained that it was no longer compatible with
democratic practice. The Supreme Court's eventual
ruling will thus have major implications for the
country’s 2026 parliamentary elections and for the
broader debate over how to ensure neutrality in
Bangladesh’s transitional political framework.

Bangladesh: Election Commission finalizes
February 2026 polls amid deepening rift
over July Charter implementation

(Im) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) has
confirmed that preparations for the country's 13th
parliamentary elections, scheduled for February 2026,
are complete — even as the political process appears
to be heading toward a complete deadlock among all
major parties, with the tone between them growing
increasingly confrontational. The impasse centers on
the implementation of the July National Charter, the
reform blueprint negotiated after the 2024 uprising
that ended former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s rule,
which has become the defining fault line of the
country’s political transition.

Election Commissioner Abdur Rahmanel Masud called
the vote “extremely important” for restoring public
trust after years of political turmoil. The EC has
finalized 42,761 polling centers, updated the voter list
to 12.76 million voters, and implemented new
provisions under the Representation of the People
(Amendment) Ordinance 2025. The framework
disqualifies fugitive convicts from running for office,
reinstates the “No Vote" option, and allows
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Bangladeshi expatriates to vote by postal ballot
through a new registration app. A two-week dialogue
series with 53 political parties will precede the formal
announcement of the election schedule in early
December. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Among the participating parties are the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), the country’s main opposition
force and historic rival of the now-banned Awami
League; the Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh's largest
Islamist party; and the National Citizen Party (NCP), a
student-led populist movement that emerged from the
2024 uprising. Together, these three blocs now shape
the core of Bangladesh’s post-Hasina political order.

The EC's progress contrasts sharply with deepening
political paralysis. The July National Charter, signed in
October by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus and 25
political parties, outlines 48 constitutional and
institutional reforms — including the creation of a
bicameral parliament, proportional representation for
an upper chamber, and a national referendum to ratify
the reforms. Yet talks over implementation have
collapsed. The government's seven-day deadline for
consensus, issued on November 3, expired without
agreement on the timing of the referendum, the
implementation order, or how dissenting opinions
would be recorded. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

The BNP demands that the referendum be held
simultaneously with the election, arguing that the two
processes must jointly reflect popular consent. In
contrast, Jamaat-e-Islami, the NCP, and several smaller
allies insist the referendum occur before the polls,
alongside the immediate issuance of the July National
Charter Implementation Order 2025. [AiR No. 44,
November/2025, 1]

BNP leaders accuse the interim administration and the
National Consensus Commission (NCC)—the body that
drafted the Charter—of favoring Islamist-aligned
parties, calling the impasse a “manufactured crisis.”
Jamaat leaders counter that the government is
“wasting time” and that failure to act before the
election would “doom the reform effort.” [The Daily
Star 1] [The Daily Star 2] [The Daily Star 3] [The Daily
Star 4]

In contrast, Jamaat-e-Islami and its seven-party alliance
—including Islami Andolon Bangladesh (IAB), a
conservative Islamist movement; Khelafat Majlish and
Nizam-e-Islam Party, both small faith-based groups;
and several centrist allies—have called a mass rally at
Dhaka’s Paltan intersection to demand an immediate
pre-election referendum and a proportional
representation system. The bloc claims its mobilization
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will send a “strong message” to the interim
government. [The Daily Star 5]

The NCP, positioning itself as a reform-oriented
centrist alternative, has adopted a sharply populist
tone. Its chief coordinator Nasiruddin Patwary
declared that the party is ready for either a “ballot
revolution or a bullet revolution,” announcing plans to
form a “Reform Alliance” ahead of the polls. The NCP
accuses both BNP and Jamaat of obstructing
institutional reforms while criticizing the government
for “confusing neutrality with inaction.” [The Daily Star
6]

Against this backdrop, Energy Adviser Muhammad
Fouzul Kabir Khan and Environment Adviser Syeda
Rizwana Hasan confirmed that if no agreement
emerges, the Advisory Council will decide the
referendum'’s timing and procedural framework by
November 13, with the Implementation Order possibly
finalized by mid-November. Both said the
administration “has waited long enough” and will act
independently to keep the transition on schedule. [The
Daily Star 7]

Bangladesh: Government reshuffles
deputy commissioners in 29 districts
ahead of 2026 elections

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government has carried out
a major reshuffle in its field administration, appointing
new deputy commissioners (DCs) in 29 of the country’s
64 districts over two days. The Ministry of Public
Administration announced the changes through
multiple notifications, marking the largest
administrative reorganization since Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus confirmed that the next general
election will be held in February 2026.

In Bangladesh’s administrative hierarchy, the deputy
commissioner is the chief executive officer of a district,
serving as both the senior representative of the central
government and the head of local administration. DCs
oversee law and order, revenue collection, and
coordination among district offices. Officials noted that
many of the outgoing DCs had recently been promoted
to joint secretary, making their reassignment “natural,”
though the reshuffle also aims to align local
administration structures with electoral preparations.

In a parallel move, the Election Commission
transferred 23 election officials, including upazila
election officers, citing “public interest.” [The Daily Star
1] [The Daily Star 2]
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Bangladesh: Election Commission
classifies 67 percent of polling centers as
“risky” ahead of 2026 polls

According to minutes from a coordination meeting on
October 20 between the Election Commission and law-
enforcement agencies, 28,663 of the country's 42,761
polling centers (around 67 percent) have been labelled
“risky” for the upcoming parliamentary election—up
sharply from about 25 percent in 2024. Of these, 8,226
are categorized as "highly risky.”

The classification was based on factors including the
physical condition of polling-station buildings, distance
from the nearest police station, and local political
conditions. Officials cited potential threats such as
attacks on party offices, occupation of centers, ballot
snatching, forced voting, and obstruction of polling
officers.

The army, already deployed in 62 districts and
currently holding magisterial powers, may field 90,000
to 100,000 personnel for election duties over an eight-
day period—three days before, one day during, and
four days after polling. The minutes note that the army
could be authorized to enter polling stations, use
drones for surveillance, and continue operations to
recover illegal weapons.

Security preparations also include coordination among
agencies, dividing areas into red, yellow, and green risk
zones, and possible measures such as sealing borders
or ports if necessary. The meeting further addressed
risks of cyber harassment—particularly targeting
women and minorities—and warned of potential
misuse of personal data or online defamation during
the election period. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Islamist party leader
reverses stance, signals openness to
coalition with main opposition party

(Im) Within just two days, Bangladesh'’s largest Islamist
party, Jamaat-e-Islami, has shifted its electoral position
— first ruling out any alliances, then signalling
openness to a potential coalition with the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), the country’s main opposition
force.

On November 5, Jamaat's Ameer (party leader), Dr.
Shafiqur Rahman, told reporters at Sylhet Osmani
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International Airport that the party would not form any
alliance for the upcoming February 2026 parliamentary
elections, declaring that Jamaat would contest
independently and ensure the elections proceed as
scheduled. Rahman warned that any postponement
could lead to unrest and asserted that there was “no
scope for the Awami League” — the now-banned
former ruling party — in the political future. [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

However, speaking at a public reception in Dhaka on
November 6, Rahman appeared to soften his position,
saying that Jamaat would be willing to include the BNP
in government “if it comes to power,” but warning that
the party “will not spare them” if that trust is violated.
He framed the statement as a commitment to
accountability and discipline within any future
coalition.

In the same speech, Rahman sharply criticized the
ousted Awami League of former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, accusing it of corruption, enforced
disappearances, and the persecution of Jamaat
activists. He claimed Jamaat had chosen restraint after
the August 2024 uprising that removed Hasina from
power, avoiding mass reprisals. Rahman also
condemned elite corruption and capital flight — often
referred to domestically as “Begum Para” — and
pledged that Jamaat seeks to restore justice and
accountability through lawful political means. [Dhaka
Tribune 2]

His remarks revive debate over the long and complex
political relationship between the BNP—Bangladesh’s
largest opposition party founded by former President
Ziaur Rahman—and Jamaat-e-Islami, the country’s
leading Islamist party. The two parties formed electoral
alliances several times, most notably during the 2001-
2006 BNP-led coalition government, when Jamaat held
two ministerial posts. Their partnership later fractured
after 2013, when the then-Awami League government
revoked Jamaat's registration, citing its charter's
incompatibility with the secular constitution, and
several senior Jamaat leaders were executed for war
crimes committed during the 1971 Liberation War.

Crucially, Jamaat-e-Islami has recently had its legal
status restored, enabling electoral participation. In
June, the Supreme Court overturned a previous ban on
the party and directed the Election Commission of
Bangladesh (EC) to reinstate its registration. A June 24
EC notification reinstated Jamaat's party registration
and electoral symbol (the “scales”), removing formal
legal barriers to contesting elections.
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Bangladesh: Main opposition faces
coalition rifts and leadership realignment
ahead of February 2026 polls

(Im) Bangladesh’'s main opposition bloc, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), is entering a
period of political realignment marked by renewed
leadership on one hand and internal strain on the
other. The party's acting chairman, Tarique Rahman—
the exiled son of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and late President Ziaur Rahman—is preparing to
return to Bangladesh in early December, shortly after
the Election Commission announces the schedule for
the February 2026 parliamentary elections.

His return, after 17 years in exile in the United
Kingdom, follows the full clearance of all previous
criminal and corruption charges by Bangladeshi courts
earlier this year. Verdicts in a prominent 2004 grenade-
attack case, as well as multiple money-laundering and
illicit-wealth cases, were overturned between late 2024
and mid-2025, leaving no legal barrier to his political
participation. BNP officials say Rahman will
immediately lead the election campaign nationwide
and has begun preparations for large-scale rallies. [The
Daily Star 1]

His comeback coincides with mounting discontent
among BNP's alliance partners, who accuse the party
of monopolizing candidate nominations. The BNP
recently unveiled 237 potential parliamentary
candidates without finalizing seat-sharing deals,
drawing criticism from over thirty allied groups.
Members of the 12-Party Alliance—a long-standing
coalition of nationalist and conservative parties aligned
with the BNP—alongside the Jatiyatabadi Samamona
Jote and the Ganatantra Mancha, accused the BNP of
ignoring prior commitments to consult coalition
partners before announcing nominations.

Smaller allies complain that the BNP has offered them
only a fraction of the constituencies they sought—
thirteen so far, with no more than forty expected
overall. BNP leaders defended the limited distribution
by pointing to amendments to the Representation of
the People Order (RPO)—Bangladesh’s main electoral
law governing political party registration, candidate
eligibility, and campaign conduct—which now bars
alliance partners from contesting under the BNP's
sheaf of paddy symbol. Party officials argue that
without the shared symbol, smaller groups lacking
independent grassroots bases would struggle
electorally, compelling the BNP to field its own
candidates in most constituencies. [The Daily Star 2]
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Bangladesh: Major student-led party
confirms independent election run,
denies alliance or cabinet negotiations

(Im) The National Citizen Party (NCP), a student-led
movement that emerged from the 2024 uprising and
has since grown into a major new actor in
Bangladesh’s post-Hasina political landscape, has
reaffirmed plans to contest the February 2026
parliamentary elections independently, rejecting
reports of seat-sharing or cabinet negotiations with
other parties.

On November 5, the NCP publicly denied media claims
that it had sought 20 parliamentary seats from the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) - the historical
archrival and main opposition party to the ousted
Awami League of ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina - or
a share in a potential post-election cabinet. The party
emphasized that it remains fully committed to building
itself as a distinct third political force, separate from
both the BNP-led opposition alliance and Jamaat-e-
Islami, the country's largest Islamist party and a former
BNP ally. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Speaking the same day in Narayanganj, NCP Convener
Nahid Islam announced that the party would contest
the February 2026 parliamentary elections alone,
aiming to field candidates in all 300 constituencies. He
said the NCP would release a preliminary candidate list
by November 15 and seek to challenge the country's
entrenched “money-and-muscle-power” politics by
nominating candidates who are “respected, educated,
socially active, and stand beside ordinary people.” As a
symbolic gesture, he added that the NCP would not
run candidates against Khaleda Zia, the chairperson of
the BNP and a former prime minister, and other
veteran figures “who have led the fight against fascism
and for democracy.” [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Later that week, during a six-hour national committee
session in Dhaka, senior leaders formally endorsed the
decision to pursue an independent path. Participants
agreed that alliances with the BNP or Jamaat might
bring short-term advantages but would undermine the
NCP's credibility as a reform-driven party. Several
leaders warned that association with the BNP could
expose the NCP to its recent controversies, while
partnership with Jamaat risked “overshadowing” the
party and reigniting fears of religious extremism.
Discussions also continued about limited cooperation
with smaller reformist movements such as the Amar
Bangladesh (AB) Party and Gano Odhikar Parishad,
though no agreement has been reached.
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The NCP leadership said its next strategic steps would
depend on the government’s pending Implementation
Order for the July National Charter, the post-uprising
reform framework negotiated by 25 parties to
strengthen political accountability and constitutional
balance. While remaining open to dialogue on state
reform, the NCP confirmed it would enter the 2026
election as a fully independent entity. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Exiled former Prime Minister
issues new statements as legal cases
widen against her family

(Im) Bangladesh's post-uprising accountability drive
has widened to include multiple members of the
former ruling family and senior figures of the ousted
Awami League government. The developments come
as former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, now living in
self-imposed exile in India, continues to face serious
criminal charges while her relatives have been newly
accused of large-scale corruption and tax violations.

In a new round of written interviews with The Hindu,
Hindustan Times, and The New Indian Express
published on November 6, Hasina acknowledged that
“mistakes were certainly made” by security forces
during the government'’s suppression of the July 2024
uprising, which the United Nations estimates left over
1,400 people dead. She denied personally ordering
lethal force, saying she “never authorized security
forces to fire on crowds,” although previous Daily Star
investigations cited a leaked July 2024 phone recording
in which she allegedly instructed the use of live
ammunition against demonstrators.

In the interviews, Hasina emphasized that she has not
called for an election boycott, but argued that “millions
of voters will not vote at all if they are denied the
chance to support their preferred choice.” She
expressed gratitude to India for granting her refuge
and stated that the Awami League, whose activities
remain banned under national security orders since
May 2025, will continue to challenge the restrictions
“legally, diplomatically, and peacefully.” She also called
for a “free, fair, and inclusive” election to end
Bangladesh’s recurring cycles of repression and
exclusion. [The Daily Star 1]

Her remarks follow earlier interviews with Reuters,
AFP, and The Independent in late October, in which
she rejected war crimes charges brought before the
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT). Prosecutors have
sought the death penalty, alleging that Hasina bears
command responsibility for killings during the 2024
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unrest. She has refused to appear before the tribunal
or appoint defense counsel, denouncing the
proceedings as a “kangaroo court” and politically
motivated. The tribunal is expected to deliver its
verdict on November 13. [AIR No. 44, November/2025,
11

Meanwhile, the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) filed
a new case on November 5 against eight individuals,
including Hasina's son Sajeeb Wazed Joy and daughter
Saima Wazed Putul, over tax evasion, embezzlement,
and money laundering linked to the Centre for
Research and Information (CRI), a former policy arm of
the Awami League. According to the ACC, the accused
unlawfully obtained tax exemptions under the Income
Tax Ordinance of 1984 despite CRI not being registered
with the Department of Social Services. [Dhaka
Tribune]

In a parallel development, the interim government
dismissed an Awami League appeal to the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to suspend
technical assistance for the upcoming February 2026
elections. Foreign Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain
described the letter—sent by a former Awami League
organizing secretary—as having “no effect,” reaffirming
that UNDP's engagement in election logistics and
institutional strengthening would continue. The letter
had urged the UNDP to freeze cooperation until an
“environment for free and inclusive polls” is restored
and to redirect its efforts toward promoting national
dialogue and political consensus. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Interim government's
reliance on retired bureaucrats raises
concerns over governance continuity and
institutional morale

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government faces rising
criticism for its heavy reliance on retired bureaucrats
reappointed on contract to top administrative posts —
a practice viewed by civil service observers as
undermining the country's governance capacity and
professional hierarchy. According to The Daily Star,
about 20 of the 70 secretaries currently serving are on
contractual terms, including 10 senior secretaries who
occupy pivotal positions such as cabinet secretary,
principal secretary, home secretary, and public
administration secretary.

Many of these officials were removed from service
more than a decade ago and have now been brought
back to lead core ministries. The government has
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defended the move as a temporary measure following
the July 2024 uprising, when senior officials linked to
the previous administration of ousted ex-Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina were dismissed. However,
experts warn that continued dependence on retirees
has stalled internal promotions, discouraged mid-
career officers, and exposed weaknesses in
institutional succession planning. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government
approves ordinance criminalizing
enforced disappearances with capital
punishment

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government has approved
the draft “Enforced Disappearance Prevention and
Redress Ordinance 2025,” introducing the death
penalty and other severe punishments for those
involved in enforced disappearances — a move that
marks the first formal legal response to the issue in the
country’s history. The ordinance, approved at a Council
of Advisers meeting chaired by Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, defines enforced disappearance as
a continuing offence and explicitly criminalizes both
the establishment and use of secret detention facilities
known locally as Aynaghors (“mirror houses").

The ordinance empowers the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to receive and investigate
complaints of enforced disappearance, mandates the
establishment of special tribunals to try such cases
within 120 days, and provides for victim protection,
compensation, and legal aid. A dedicated fund and a
national database will also be created to support
prevention and accountability measures.

The legislation is said to align with the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance, which Bangladesh ratified in
August 2024.

Officials described the move as a constitutional
safeguard against future state abuses, asserting that
“no future fascist government will be able to establish
a regime of disappearances or secret prisons.” The
interim government claims that thousands of people
were subjected to enforced disappearance during the
Sheikh Hasina administration, including opposition
activists, with roughly 2,000 complaints filed before the
Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances.
Estimates from commission members suggest that the
true number of victims could exceed 4,000. [Dhaka
Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Teachers’ pay dispute
triggers nationwide strike and police
crackdown in Dhaka

(Im) A nationwide strike by Bangladesh’s government
primary school teachers has brought the public
education system to a standstill, following violent
clashes in Dhaka on November 9 and inconclusive
negotiations with the interim administration.

The dispute centers on salary reform and career
progression, with teachers demanding an upgrade of
assistant teachers’ pay scale from the 13th to the 10th
grade, along with automatic promotions after 10 and
16 years of service and full eligibility for head-teacher
positions. The government argues that any revision
must first be reviewed by the National Pay
Commission, which is currently assessing a proposal to
move teachers to the 11th grade instead.

The confrontation began when police used batons,
water cannons, and sound grenades to disperse a
large protest organized by the Primary Teachers'
Demand Implementation Council, a coalition
representing four teacher associations. More than 100
protesters were injured and five detained, triggering
an indefinite nationwide strike that has closed
thousands of government primary schools.

Teacher representatives from the Bangladesh Primary
School Assistant Teachers’ Association (BPSATA) later
met senior officials from the Finance Division and the
Ministry of Primary and Mass Education. After
receiving assurances that the pay-grade proposal is
under review, they suspended their Dhaka sit-in at the
Shaheed Minar but decided to continue the school
shutdown until a final government decision is
announced. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Leftist alliances threaten
nationwide protests over proposed
foreign lease of Chattogram Port

(Im) Bangladesh's Left Democratic Alliance (LDA) and
Anti-Fascist Left Front have warned of a nationwide
escalation against the interim government's reported
plan to lease parts of Chattogram Port, the country’s
principal maritime gateway, to foreign operators. The
alliances, both influential umbrella groups of left-wing
parties and labor organizations, argue that such an
agreement—if concluded without parliamentary
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scrutiny—would compromise national control over
strategic infrastructure.

At a large rally in Chattogram on November 8, left
leaders accused the interim administration of lacking
the mandate to make long-term decisions of this scale,
especially in a politically transitional period. They
argued that transferring operational control of the
port's New Mooring Container Terminal (NCT) to
foreign companies risks entrenching external influence
in a sector that handles roughly 92 percent of
Bangladesh’s foreign trade. The alliances also criticized
the absence of a National Port Policy and broader
planning to develop the country’s logistics and
transport network.

The LDA and its partners announced a two-week
mobilization campaign, culminating in a planned
“Jamuna Blockade"—a reference to one of
Bangladesh’s key national transport corridors—and a
potential nationwide strike if the government does not
suspend the port initiative. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court upholds bail
for ex-minister and journalist as new anti-
terrorism cases widen legal scrutiny

(Im) Bangladesh's Supreme Court has upheld a High
Court ruling granting bail to former Jute and Textile
Minister Abdul Latif Siddique and journalist Md
Monjurul Alam Panna in a case filed under the Anti-
Terrorism Act, maintaining their release amid a
growing number of politically sensitive prosecutions.

A three-member bench dismissed two government
petitions to suspend the High Court’s November 6 bail
order, confirming that there was now “no legal bar to
their release.” The case stems from an event on August
28 at Dhaka Reporters Unity under the banner Manch
71, where police allege Siddique delivered a speech
“inciting conspiracy and armed struggle” to destabilize
the country and overthrow the interim government.
Sixteen of roughly 80 participants were arrested after
the event, and both Siddique and Panna were later
charged under the same case. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka
Tribune]

In a separate case in Gopalganj, journalist Mehedi
Hasan, correspondent for the daily Kalbela and editor
of the online news portal Nobodhara, was arrested on
November 5 and jailed under the Anti-Terrorism Act.
Police said the case is linked to a February 17 incident
in which Awami League and Chhatra League activists—
members of the former ruling party and its now-
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banned student wing—held a torch procession that
turned violent in Pakurtia Bazar. Hasan was accused of
involvement after police claimed they were attacked
when attempting to intervene. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Economic Affairs Committee
approves government-to-government
crude oil imports for 2026

(mml) Bangladesh'’s Economic Affairs Committee has
approved a proposal to import crude oil under a
Government-to-Government (G2G) arrangement
through the direct purchase method, ensuring
continuous supply to the Eastern Refinery Limited
(ERL)—the country's only state-owned oil refinery—
throughout 2026. [The Financial Times] [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: IMF-backed tax overhaul
dissolves revenue body as opposition calls
for deeper structural reforms

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government has enacted a
sweeping overhaul of its tax administration, dissolving
the National Board of Revenue (NBR) and replacing it
with two new divisions under the Ministry of Finance —
the Revenue Policy Division and the Revenue
Management Division. The move aligns with long-
standing International Monetary Fund (IMF)
recommendations to separate tax policy from
implementation and marks the most significant
restructuring of Bangladesh's fiscal framework since
the NBR's establishment in 1972.

Each new division will be headed by a secretary under
the Ministry of Finance, formally separating tax policy
design from revenue collection and enforcement for
the first time. The reform, formalized on November 6,
amends the Income Tax Act, Customs Act, and Value
Added Tax and Supplementary Duty Act to bring them
in line with the Revenue Policy and Revenue
Management Ordinance (May 2025). Government
officials have confirmed that no new taxes or
withdrawal of existing exemptions will occur before
their scheduled expiry. Earlier VAT and supplementary
duty hikes on roughly 100 goods and services —
introduced in early 2025 as emergency revenue
measures under IMF guidance — remain in place. [The
Daily Star 1]
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The restructuring comes amid heightened engagement
between the IMF and Bangladesh'’s political actors.
During the same week, an IMF delegation met senior
leaders of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) —
the main opposition and historical rival to the ousted
Awami League — at the party chairperson'’s office in
Dhaka. The BNP urged the Fund to support broader
structural reforms to stabilize the country’s economy,
including modernization of the financial sector,
expansion of social safety nets, and revision of tax
exemption policies.

According to a party statement, the BNP delegation
argued that Bangladesh’s long-term economic stability
depends on comprehensive reforms in the tax and
financial systems and on strengthening oversight of
the banking sector. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Report warns of rising
climate-related debt despite global
financing pledges

(Im) A new report by a Dhaka-based think tank warns
that Bangladesh faces mounting climate-related debt,
driven by loan-based rather than grant-based
international financing. The study, released ahead of
the COP30 summit in Belém, Brazil, ranks Bangladesh
in the “high-risk” category of its Climate Debt Risk Index,
with a score of 65.37 out of 100—one of the steepest
among 55 countries assessed.

According to the findings, Bangladesh received USD
2.70 in loans for every USD 1 in climate grants between
2002 and 2023, creating a per capita climate debt of
USD 79.61, roughly 3.5 times higher than the average
for Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Overall, more
than 70 percent of climate finance to LDCs now arrives
as loans, despite international commitments under the
Paris and Copenhagen accords to prioritize grant-
based support.

The report estimates that Bangladesh’s National
Adaptation Plan (NAP), adopted in 2022, will require
USD 230 billion by 2050, or USD 8 billion annually, to
strengthen resilience in sectors such as agriculture,
water resources, and urban infrastructure. However,
Bangladesh has secured only USD 1.41 billion in
adaptation funds to date—less than 1 percent of what
is needed.

The study also highlights misclassification of climate
projects, noting that nearly USD 880 million, or 19
percent of reported climate finance, was inaccurately
labeled as adaptation funding, often with loan-to-grant
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ratios exceeding 28:1. This, it warns, inflates
Bangladesh’s debt profile while diverting resources
away from genuine resilience measures.

Bangladesh, among the world’'s most climate-
vulnerable economies despite contributing minimally
to global emissions, now borrows an estimated USD
29.52 for every ton of carbon emitted. Without
systemic reform in international climate finance, the
report concludes, vulnerable economies like
Bangladesh risk being locked into a long-term debt
cycle under the guise of adaptation support. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Advisory council’s draft labor
law amendment sparks disagreement
over union thresholds

(Im) The advisory council's approval of the Bangladesh
Labour Act (Amendment) Ordinance 2025 has led to
disagreement among employers and labor
representatives after the draft reduced the number of
workers required to form a trade union beyond what
had been agreed in earlier consultations.

During prior meetings of the Tripartite Consultative
Council (TCC)—the main body for labor law decisions
involving employers, unions, and the government—it
had been agreed that factories employing 50 to 500
workers would need at least 50 workers’ consent to
form a union, with higher thresholds for larger
factories. The approved draft instead allows only 20
workers to register a union at factories employing
between 20 and 300 workers, and proportionally lower
numbers for other categories.

Employers’ groups, including the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA) and
the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA), said the government's draft
contradicts the TCC's decisions and warned that such
changes could cause “confusion and unrest” in
factories. Union leaders said they supported gradual
reform but cautioned that the lowered thresholds
could lead to excessive or unrepresentative unions.

Government officials, however, maintained that the
draft follows due procedure and that the TCC's
decisions were not disregarded. The proposed
ordinance will now be vetted by the law ministry
before being sent to the President's office for approval,
as parliament is not currently in session.
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The amendment process comes amid continued
international calls from the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), the European Union, and the
United States to bring Bangladesh'’s labor regulations
closer to international standards. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government approves 12
new development projects and adopts
National Logistics Policy 2025

(mml)) Bangladesh’s interim government has
approved a major package of economic and
infrastructure initiatives designed to modernize public
investment and strengthen trade competitiveness.

At a meeting chaired by Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus, the Executive Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC) approved 12 development
projects with a total estimated cost of BDT 71.50 billion
(USD 650 million), to be financed entirely from
domestic resources. The portfolio includes eight new
projects, two revised plans, and two extensions
without cost increases, spanning key sectors such as
local government, rural development, education,
health, agriculture, and defense. [BanglaNews24]

Separately, the government endorsed the National
Logistics Policy 2025, a new framework aimed at
eliminating structural inefficiencies in Bangladesh’s
supply chains. The policy prioritizes investment in
railways and inland waterways, including more than
3,000 kilometers of navigable river routes, and calls for
a digital transformation of logistics services through
real-time customs, fee, and documentation systems. It
also promotes public-private partnerships to attract
foreign and domestic capital. [Daily Sun]

Bangladesh: Army signals intent to
withdraw from civilian operations after
February election

(Im) The Bangladesh Army has stated it intends to
return to barracks after the February 2026 national
election, underscoring that its deployment will end
once stability is restored. At a press briefing in Dhaka
Cantonment on November 5, Lieutenant General Md
Mainur Rahman, head of the Army Training and
Doctrine Command (ARTDOC), said the military was
preparing for the vote “in line with the government's
election roadmap” and expected a free and fair
process to bring “stability to the country.”
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He noted that the army had been operating outside its
bases for 15 months and warned that an extended
deployment could disrupt training. The statement
signals the military’s intention to step back from its
expanded domestic role following the 2024 uprising,
when it helped maintain order after the fall of the
Awami League government. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Watchdog warns draft law
may compromise independence of
planned Police Commission

(Im) Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) has
warned that the interim government’s draft Police
Commission Ordinance 2025 risks undermining the
independence and credibility of the country's planned
Independent Police Commission. The draft, which has
not yet been made public, is part of broader
institutional reforms following the 2024 uprising but,
according to TIB, could leave the police oversight body
vulnerable to executive influence.

TIB Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman said the draft
allows the inclusion of retired bureaucrats and police
officers in the seven-member commission, a provision
he described as inconsistent with international
standards for independent oversight institutions. He
urged that the body instead be composed of impartial
experts in law, human rights, and governance to
prevent it from becoming an instrument of political
patronage.

The organization also raised concerns that the
government would retain control over staff
recruitment and financial allocations, warning that
such provisions could effectively erode the
commission’s autonomy. TIB argued that the
commission should have full authority over its budget,
personnel, and secretariat, and that its leadership
positions should be filled through competitive, merit-
based processes rather than appointments by the
executive.

In addition, TIB called for legal safeguards
guaranteeing transparency in the appointment process
and granting the commission power to propose
reforms in policing, security, and surveillance policy. It
further recommended that the ordinance require the
adoption of a modern Police Act within six months of
the commission’s establishment to replace
Bangladesh’s colonial-era policing framework. [Dhaka
Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Government drafts law to
abolish surveillance agency and ban
internet shutdowns

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government has introduced
a draft Bangladesh Telecommunication Ordinance
2025, which would permanently outlaw internet
shutdowns and abolish the National
Telecommunication Monitoring Center (NTMC) — a
body long criticized for enabling unlawful surveillance
and political monitoring. Officials said the move is
designed to eliminate the government's discretionary
power to block internet access and to overhaul
surveillance practices that rights groups and privacy
advocates have repeatedly condemned.

A senior official involved in drafting the ordinance said
the new framework “removes the concept of
surveillance altogether.” The official explained that
Section 97 of the previous telecom law had permitted
extensive monitoring of civilian communications.
Under the new draft, no military or security agency will
be able to intercept communications without judicial
authorization, and unauthorized interception will carry
criminal penalties.

Instead, the draft introduces the principle of “lawful
interception,” allowing data collection only for criminal
investigations, the protection of lives, or national
security, and strictly with prior approval from a court
or quasi-judicial council for a limited period. Data
obtained without such approval will not be admissible
as evidence in court.

The draft ordinance is open for public feedback until
November 15, after which it will be reviewed in a multi-
stakeholder meeting, vetted by the Legislative Division,
and then submitted to the Cabinet for approval.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Coordinated bomb and arson
attacks heighten political and security
tensions in capital

(mml) Bangladesh’s capital was placed on high alert on
November 10 after a series of crude bomb explosions
and arson attacks targeted state-linked institutions,
religious facilities, and public transport. Police
recorded 11 explosions across Dhaka; three buses
were also set ablaze in separate incidents, though no
casualties were reported.
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Investigators said the attacks appeared to be
coordinated acts of sabotage aimed at undermining
security ahead of November 13, when the
International Crimes Tribunal is scheduled to set a
verdict date in a case against former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina. Intelligence sources indicated that the
explosions targeted sites symbolically tied to Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus's interim administration
and to religious institutions to provoke public anxiety
and test the government's control capacity.

Police have detained a 28-year-old suspect identified
as a member of the banned Chhatra League, the
student wing of the former ruling Awami League,
known for its longstanding role as a pro-government
mobilization network and its frequent involvement in
street-level political clashes. The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) and Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) have
launched citywide raids to trace additional suspects.
Counter-intelligence units are also investigating
whether elements of the banned Awami League
coordinated online calls for a “Dhaka lockdown” on the
day of the tribunal’'s announcement. [Daily Sun] [Daily.
sun]

Bangladesh: Nationwide police operations
target criminal networks and armed

gangs

(Im) Bangladeshi law enforcement conducted two
major operations in early November as part of an
intensified nationwide security drive.

In a countrywide sweep on November 8, police
arrested 1,831 individuals, including 1,233 wanted on
existing warrants and 598 detained for other offenses.
The operation covered Dhaka and all major
administrative divisions, reflecting an ongoing push to
reduce violent and organized crime. Authorities have
linked the effort to broader measures aimed at
stabilizing law and order ahead of next year's elections.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Separately, in a joint operation across the riverine
islands (char areas) of the Padma River in western
Bangladesh, security forces arrested 67 suspected
members of armed gangs involved in extortion, land
grabbing, arms trafficking, and river-crossing crimes.
The raids—carried out jointly by local police, the Rapid
Action Battalion, and Border Guard Bangladesh—
targeted long-established networks operating in these
sparsely governed floodplain islands, where fluctuating
geography has long complicated policing efforts. [The
Daily Star]
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Bhutan: Parliament to deliberate five bills
and new conservation agreement in
winter session

Bhutan’s Fourth Parliament will open its fourth session
on November 27, with lawmakers set to deliberate five
major bills and ratify several pending international
agreements, including one new framework on
biodiversity conservation. The National Assembly
finalized a preliminary agenda during its preparatory
session earlier this month.

Deputy Speaker Sangay Khandu said the winter sitting
will take up the Livestock Bill 2025, the Cooperative
and Farmers Groups Bill 2025, and the Financial
Services (Amendment) Bill, alongside the National
Assembly (Amendment) Bill and the Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) Amendment Bill, which will
go to a joint sitting due to unresolved differences
between the two chambers.

A new item on the agenda is the Framework
Agreement on the International Big Cat Alliance, an
intergovernmental initiative to conserve species such
as tigers, leopards, and snow leopards. Bhutan is
among the first countries to endorse the agreement,
which will be open to all UN member states.

Parliament will also re-deliberate three agreements
previously reviewed by the National Council: the Free
Trade Agreement with Thailand, the BIMSTEC
Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters, and the Agreement on Maritime Transport
Cooperation among South and Southeast Asian
member states.

In addition, lawmakers will consider amending
Bhutan's reservations under the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and review several
committee reports, including the Anti-Corruption
Commission’s Annual Report for FY 2024-2025, the
Tourism Policy Report, and the Public Accounts
Committee’s Audit Report.

Deputy Speaker Khandu also confirmed that
Parliament had received six petitions from local
governments, including requests from Thimphu
Dzongkhag to raise the helicopter service subsidy for
highland communities from 50 to 60 percent, and from
Haa Dzongkhag regarding the transfer of students
after school terminations. These issues have been
forwarded to relevant ministries for review.



While the civil service salary increase will not be
discussed in this session, the Deputy Speaker indicated
that an adjustment may be considered “within the next
two to three years,” as the economy shows signs of
recovery. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Judiciary criticized for lack of
public access to court judgments despite
legal mandate

(Im) Bhutan's judiciary continues to face scrutiny over
the limited public access to court judgments, despite a
legal obligation to publish them under the Civil and
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act of 2011. The
Act's Section 96A explicitly requires that court
judgments be made available in the public domain,
including in libraries. Yet, more than a decade after its
enactment, only six judgments—mostly from high-
profile Supreme Court and High Court cases—are
currently accessible on the judiciary’s official website.

Officials from the Supreme Court have cited limited
website storage capacity and security concerns as key
obstacles to full online publication. They confirmed
that while judgments are technically public documents,
the judiciary has yet to establish a digital infrastructure
for direct access. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Power exports set to decline as
domestic energy demand outpaces supply

(Im) Bhutan's electricity exports — historically its single
largest source of national revenue — are projected to
sharply decline over the next decade as domestic
demand rises faster than supply, according to the
Department of Energy’'s demand-supply outlook to
2040. The report warns that the country will face
recurring seasonal shortfalls through the early 2030s,
forcing increased reliance on power imports during
winter and reducing export earnings.

Electricity exports are expected to fall to 32 percent of
total generation in 2025, down from 63 percent in 2016
and a peak of 81 percent in 2017. The decline reflects
surging domestic consumption driven by industrial
expansion, transport electrification, heating demand,
and the emerging digital economy. Hydropower
generation — which accounts for nearly all electricity
output — drops significantly during the dry season,
creating temporary deficits that impact Bhutan's
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balance of payments and challenge its carbon-negative
status, as fossil-fuel-based imports rise.

The Department of Energy forecasts that the next eight
to ten years will be the most difficult for national
energy security. A rebound is expected only after 2032,
when several new hydropower and renewable projects
are slated for commissioning. If development proceeds
as planned, exports could recover to 71 percent of
total generation by 2035 and 76 percent by 2040,
restoring Bhutan's position as a net energy exporter.

Bhutan'’s total hydropower potential is estimated at
36,888 MW, of which around 33 GW is considered
economically viable. The country also holds significant
renewable energy potential — approximately 12,000
MW in solar, 761 MW in wind, 2,600 MW in biomass,
and an emerging capacity to produce up to 69,000
tonnes of green hydrogen annually.

To stabilize its power system and diversify generation,
the government is introducing several policy
instruments, including a National Energy Policy, an
Energy Bill, a National Energy Market Platform for
competitive pricing, and a National Energy Information
System. It is also expanding opportunities for public-
private partnerships to attract investment and reduce
dependence on state-led hydropower financing.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Coal and talc reserves exhausted
as government launches major mineral
exploration survey

(Im) Bhutan has officially exhausted its known reserves
of coal and talc, marking a turning point in the
country’s mineral economy, according to the Annual
Environmental Accounts Statistics 2025 published by
the National Statistics Bureau (NSB). Once among
Bhutan's key export commodities, coal production —
which averaged around 140,000 metric tons per year
and peaked at nearly 190,000 metric tons in 2018-
2019 — has now ceased completely. Talc, another
major export, has also been mined to depletion, with
cumulative extraction exceeding estimated reserves.

In contrast, dolomite has become the dominant
mineral driving Bhutan's extractive sector. With
estimated reserves of more than 14.5 billion metric
tons, dolomite mining — concentrated in the southern
districts — continues to supply domestic industries
and exports to India and Bangladesh, generating the
majority of mineral revenue. In 2025, dolomite
contributed roughly BTN 34.36 million (USD 412,000) in
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export royalties, followed by BTN 31.61 million (USD
379,000) from limestone and BTN 4.05 million (USD
49,000) from gypsum.

Overall, the mining sector earned BTN 49.2 billion (USD
590 million) from exports and BTN 60.6 billion (USD
727 million) from domestic sales in the latest fiscal
year, with dolomite, limestone, and gypsum accounting
for more than 80 percent of total receipts. Limestone
deposits are estimated at 148.9 million metric tons,
and gypsum at 127.7 million metric tons, both showing
signs of gradual decline.

To address the depletion of major resources and
identify new deposits, Bhutan has launched its first
airborne geophysical survey, one of the most
ambitious scientific exploration initiatives in its history.
The initiative aims to create a national mineral
prospectivity map, providing a long-term foundation
for future exploration, sustainable extraction, and
foreign investment in the sector. [Kuensel]

India: Historic voter turnout puts Prime
Minister Modi’s party to the test in key
state election

(ppms) Bihar, one of India’s poorest and most
populous states with about 130 million residents and
more than 74 million registered voters, is holding a
two-phase legislative assembly election viewed as a
key test for Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and its coalition partner, the Janata
Dal (United). The first phase on November 6 recorded
a historic turnout of 64.66 percent, the highest in the
state’s history, while the second and final phase on
November 11 drew similarly strong participation
across 122 constituencies. Vote counting is scheduled
for November 14. [Hindustan Times]

The election follows a controversial revision of Bihar's
electoral rolls in September, when India’s Election
Commission removed 4.7 million names. The
opposition, led by the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and
the Indian National Congress, alleges the changes
disproportionately affected minority and low-income
voters, an accusation denied by both the Commission
and the ruling alliance.

Campaigns have centered on Bihar's economic
hardship, unemployment, and women'’s welfare. Both
major blocs have promised expanded social programs:
the BJP-led coalition highlighted recent disbursements
under the Chief Minister's Women Employment
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Scheme, while the opposition pledged direct monthly
allowances for women.

Analysts view the election as pivotal not only because
of the turnout but also for what it signals about the
future leadership of Bihar, as longtime political
heavyweights Nitish Kumar (JD(U)) and Lalu Prasad
Yadav (RJD) may be making their final appearances.
Vote counting is scheduled for November 14, with the
outcome expected to set the tone for broader national
politics ahead of future state and federal contests.

The contest also carries broader political implications.
It may mark the final electoral confrontation between
longtime rivals Nitish Kumar of the Janata Dal (United)
and Lalu Prasad Yadav of the RJD, whose parties have
alternated dominance in the state for decades. For
Modi's coalition, the outcome will indicate whether his
reduced parliamentary majority still translates into
sustained regional strength, while for the opposition, it
will measure the appeal of the revived INDIA alliance
ahead of future national elections. [Al Jazeera] [BBC]

India: Authorities invoke terrorism law
after Delhi car blast near historic fort
complex

(Im) A car explosion near the Lal Quila metro station in
Delhi on November 10 killed at least eight people and
injured more than 20, according to official and media
reports. The site is adjacent to the Lal Quila, also
known internationally as the Red Fort, a 17th-century
Mughal-era fort complex and UNESCO World Heritage
site that serves as one of India’s major national
monuments.

Police have registered a case under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA)—India’s primary
counterterrorism law—and the Explosives Act as
investigators examine whether the blast was
intentional. Security was tightened in Delhi and
extended to nearby regions including Mumbai and
Indira Gandhi International Airport. Senior national
agencies, including investigation and forensic teams,
were dispatched to the scene. Prime Minister Modi was
briefed by the home minister, while the cause of the
blast remains under investigation. [Al Jazeera] [Daily
Mirror]

India: New green power rules risk slowing
clean energy investment, industry warns
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(ppms) India’s renewable energy sector faces growing
uncertainty after the government introduced stricter
rules for clean power supply and grid operations,
according to industry analysts and developers. The
new regulations, outlined by the Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission (CERC) in November, require
renewable energy producers to guarantee delivery of
contracted power—backed with financial penalties for
shortfall and stricter grid codes.

Officials say the changes are meant to address grid
reliability and prevent blackout risks amid India’s rapid
expansion of wind and solar capacity. However, wind
and solar developers argue the rules raise risks and
costs for projects, as natural variability remains hard to
control. Industry groups warn the tightening measures
could deter investment in future projects and slow
India’s progress toward its ambitious clean energy
targets, including reaching 500 GW of non-fossil power
capacity by 2030.

The debate comes as India’s energy demand continues
to rise, and global investors closely monitor policy
stability and market returns. Analysts urge
policymakers to balance reliability with investment
incentives to sustain clean energy growth. [Reuters]

India: Unemployment rate eases to 5.2
percent in Q3, women'’s participation rises

(ms/ppms) India’s unemployment rate declined to 5.2
percent in the July-September 2025 quarter from 5.4
percent in the previous period, according to the
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) released by the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI).

The improvement was largely driven by seasonal rural
employment, with rural unemployment easing to 4.4
percent from 4.8 percent, while the urban rate rose
marginally to 6.9 percent from 6.8 percent. The labour
force participation rate (LFPR) increased slightly to 55.1
percent, supported by a rise in female participation to
33.7 percent from 33.4 percent.

The worker population ratio (WPR) also rose to 52.2
percent, boosted by rural female employment. The
share of self-employed workers in rural areas
increased to 62.8 percent, reflecting seasonal
agricultural activity, while regular wage employment in
urban areas climbed to 49.8 percent.

By sector, agriculture employed 42.4 percent of the
workforce, followed by services (33.5 percent) and
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industry (24.2 percent). However, youth
unemployment (ages 15-29) edged up to 14.8 percent,
underscoring the continuing challenge of formal job
creation. [Reuters] [Economic Times]

Meanwhile, India’s services sector growth slowed to a
five-month low in October, with the HSBC India
Services Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) dropping to
58.9 from 60.9 in September. The moderation was
attributed to intense domestic competition and heavy
rainfall, which disrupted business activity and
weakened new order growth. Despite the slowdown,
the index remained well above the 50-point expansion
threshold, indicating continued strength in underlying
business conditions.

Input costs and output prices rose at their slowest
pace in over a year, reflecting easing inflationary
pressures and the lingering benefits of tax reforms.
Some firms expanded hiring to sustain service delivery,
though business sentiment slipped to a three-month
low. The broader Composite PMI, which combines
manufacturing and services activity, also eased to 60.4,
its weakest level since May, pointing to a moderation in
overall economic momentum even as manufacturing
output remained firm. [Reuters] [Business Standard]

India: Steel exports surge past imports for
the first time this year

(ms) India became a net exporter of finished steel in
October 2025, marking a notable turnaround for the
world’s second-largest steel producer amid strong
production growth and softening import pressure.

According to provisional government data reviewed by
Reuters, India exported 0.6 million metric tons of
finished steel last month—an increase of 44.7 percent
from a year earlier—while imports dropped 55.6
percent to 0.5 million tons. The shift reflects both a
rebound in overseas demand and improved domestic
output.

India’s crude steel production reached 14.02 million
tons, up 9.4 percent year-on-year, while finished steel
output rose 10 percent to 13.4 million tons. Domestic
consumption increased 4.7 percent, suggesting strong
infrastructure activity but leaving room for exportable
surplus.

Industry analysts attribute the trend to recovering
demand from the Middle East and Southeast Asia, a
weaker rupee, and easing freight costs that boosted
India’s export competitiveness.
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The development aligns with New Delhi’s long-term
National Steel Policy 2017, which targets expanding
capacity to 300 million tons annually by 2030, and
reinforces India’s position as a key supplier in global
steel markets amid slowing output from China and
Russia. [Reuters]

India: Railways to launch Mega Coaching
Terminals, doubling train capacity in 20
cities

(ppms) The Ministry of Railways has unveiled plans to
build Mega Coaching Terminals at major stations in 20
cities—including Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, and
Ahmedabad—to dramatically expand train-handling
capacity during peak travel seasons. These new
terminals aim to streamline arrivals and departures
and address surging demand at the country’s busiest
urban junctions.

Ahmedabad, already undertaking construction of its
first Mega Coaching Terminal at Vatva, will see its
originating trains jump from 45 to nearly 150, aided by
10 new pit lines and three additional platforms. A
similar facility is planned in Surat to meet growing
regional needs. The terminals will feature advanced
infrastructure, such as concourse roof plazas, elevated
roads, and foot overbridges, connecting all platforms
for improved passenger movement and operational
efficiency.

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw emphasized that
the initiative targets smoother travel during national
festivals and holidays, aiming to ease congestion and
enhance India’s railway experience. Completion of
these projects is expected to sharply increase daily
train capacity in urban hubs and support ongoing
modernization efforts. [Indian Express]

India: New engine deal with U.S. marks
boost for Tejas fighter program

(Im) India signed an agreement on November 7 to
purchase 113 jet engines from General Electric (GE) to
power an advanced version of its domestically
produced Tejas Mk-1A light combat aircraft, in a
development that underscores warming ties with the
United States following months of tariff-related
tensions.
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The deal, announced by the state-owned aircraft
manufacturer Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
builds on an earlier 2021 order for 99 GE engines, of
which only four have been delivered so far due to post-
pandemic supply-chain disruptions. Deliveries under
the new contract are scheduled to take place over five
years starting in 2027.

The Tejas Mk-1A fighters are central to India’s plan to
replace aging jets and strengthen its air force amid
China's growing military presence and continued
support for Pakistan. [Reuters]

India: Army stages drone training near
Pakistan border in push for defense
modernization

(ppms) The Indian Army conducted drone training
exercises in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, close to the Pakistan
border, as part of Exercise Trishul, a multi-domain
military drill focused on improving operational
readiness. The training covered unmanned aerial
system (UAS) assembly, piloting, surveillance, and
simulated munitions deployment, reflecting an
increased emphasis on integrating drone warfare
capabilities in desert operations.

The exercise forms part of India's broader defense
modernization program aimed at enhancing self-
reliance in military technology. Mobile 3D-printing
units developed by domestic firms were deployed for
rapid drone production in the field. Parallel
cooperation with European and U.S. defense
stakeholders includes projects to improve both drone
and counter-drone systems. Joint counterterrorism
exercises with the European Union and trials of
advanced U.S. flight software have been conducted to
test interoperability and capability upgrades. [The
Defense Post]

Maldives: Parliament debates record 2026
budget amid warnings of rising debt and
weak fiscal discipline

(Im) The Maldives Parliament has begun debating the
government's MVR 64.2 billion (USD 4.17 billion) state
budget for 2026 — the largest in the country’s history
— amid growing warnings about unsustainable debt
and the absence of credible spending cuts.
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The Budget Review Committee has two weeks to
finalize its report. The proposed budget is MVR 7.6
billion higher than in 2025 and allocates MVR 49.2
billion for expenditure and MVR 12.9 billion (USD 840
million) for debt servicing, part of USD 1.1 billion in
repayments due next year. President Mohamed
Muizzu has designated healthcare as the top priority
after focusing on housing in the previous budget cycle,
though only nine percent of the MVR 1.8 billion (USD
117 million) housing budget has been spent to date.
[The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Auditor General Hussain Niyazy has strongly criticized
the 2026 budget, saying it lacks any meaningful
austerity or cost-reduction measures. He warned
lawmakers that continued expansion of government
spending without consolidation could lead to a loss of
fiscal control. Officials from the Auditor General's
Office supported his assessment, noting that while the
projected MVR 40 billion (USD 2.6 billion) in revenue
appears realistic, unresolved expenditures of MVR 2
billion (USD 130 million) from the previous
administration remain unaccounted for — a sign of
weak transparency. [The Sun 3]

Opposition figures, including former finance minister
Ibrahim Ameer and former president Abdulla Yameen,
argue that the budget will further increase the deficit
and national debt, warning that the government may
resort to printing money to finance recurrent costs.
Former president Mohamed Nasheed has proposed an
alternative approach — selling shares of Velana
International Airport (VIA) to repay a USD 500 million
sukuk (Islamic bond) maturing in April 2026 — instead
of taking on new high-interest borrowing. [The Sun 4]
[The Sun 5] [The Sun 6]

In response, Finance Minister Moosa Zameer said that
“the international community no longer believes the
Maldives is on the brink of bankruptcy,” claiming the
administration has repaid over USD 1 billion in
inherited debt and achieved a temporary budget
surplus during the first 40 weeks of 2025. He also said
that lenders have extended repayment flexibility,
reflecting renewed international confidence. President
Muizzu echoed this optimism, stating that his
administration has “steered an economy designed to
go bankrupt in the right direction.” [The Sun 7] [The
Sun 8]

Maldives: Opposition pressures
government over housing delays as
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November 17 rally postponed amid venue
restrictions

(Im/ya) The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) has postponed its planned November 17 rally,
originally scheduled to coincide with the two-year
anniversary of President Mohamed Muizzu's
administration, after officials refused to grant
permission for major venues in the capital area and
allegedly blocked related publicity efforts.

According to MDP Deputy Chair Ibrahim Waheed, the
decision followed government refusals to grant
permission for major public venues, including Artificial
Beach, Alimas Carnival, and Usfasgandu. He also
alleged that the Transport Ministry issued police
orders to block promotional activities such as mobile
advertising. Waheed claimed the restrictions formed
part of a coordinated effort led by the Homeland
Security Ministry to suppress the party's public
mobilization.

The MDP had planned the rally as a continuation of its
October 3 protest, which drew thousands and resulted
in several arrests. That earlier demonstration outlined
five main demands, including the repeal of the Media
Control Act, restoration of local council powers under
the Decentralization Act, and timely payment of state
dues to private firms. [The Sun 1]

The MDP's political push comes as housing policy—a
defining issue in the Greater Malé region—has become
a major flashpoint between the opposition and the
ruling People’s National Congress (PNC). The
Parliament recently rejected an MDP motion seeking to
address delays in distributing flats and land plots
promised under the previous administration. The
motion received 11 votes in favor and 40 against, with
two PNC members abstaining.

The proposal accused the government of failing to
deliver 4,000 completed housing units and delaying
land allocations from Gulhifalhu, Hulhumalé Phase IlI,
and the Giravaru lagoon—sites that form part of the
country’s largest urban housing schemes. It also
condemned the suspension of new flat application
reviews and criticized the administration for
prioritizing a new USD 600 million housing project over
pending ones.

Opposition lawmakers demanded action on six points,
including completion of dredging works, handover of
flats to contractors as per the original lists, and
securing Indian Line of Credit financing for nearly 9,800
housing units. They argue that repeated delays have
worsened public frustration in Malé, where housing
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shortages and high rent costs continue to strain urban
residents. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Capital mayor launches re-
election campaign ahead of 2026 local
polls

(Im) Malé City Mayor Adam Azim, a member of the
opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), has
officially launched his campaign for a second term in
office ahead of next year's local council elections.

At a meeting with supporters in Malé, Azim highlighted
his record since taking office in January 2024, including
efforts to address chronic flooding in the capital
through improved drainage maintenance and the
procurement of new pumping equipment. He
emphasized that his administration had achieved
tangible results despite limited time in office.

Azim, a former head of major state-owned enterprises
such as the State Trading Organization (STO) and the
Maldives Transport and Contracting Company (MTCC),
first entered politics in the by-election held after
President Mohamed Muizzu vacated the mayoral post
to assume the presidency. His main rival at the time
was the government-backed candidate, former
attorney general Azima Shakoor. [The Sun]

Maldives: Addu City restructuring sparks
local tensions as mayor boycotts
presidential meeting

(Im) Political tensions have risen in Addu City, the
southernmost urban center of the Maldives, after
President Mohamed Muizzu issued a decree
reconstituting the city council and creating separate
island councils for Hulhudhoo and Meedhoo—two
inhabited islands within the Addu Atoll located near
the southern tip of the country. The decision followed
a local referendum held on October 25, in which
residents of Hulhudhoo and Meedhoo voted in favor of
secession from the city council, while voters in
Feydhoo, another island in the same atoll, opted to
remain part of Addu City.

Under the new decree, Addu City will henceforth
include only Hithadhoo, Maradhoo, Maradhoo-
Feydhoo, and Feydhoo, while the newly established
councils for Hulhudhoo and Meedhoo will assume
authority following the next local elections. [The Sun 1]
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The move prompted discontent from Addu City Mayor
Ali Nizar, who boycotted a scheduled meeting with
President Muizzu during his visit to the region, citing
the lack of opportunity to present key local concerns
such as electricity shortages and deteriorating roads.
Nizar criticized what he described as a lack of dialogue
between the central government and local authorities,
arguing that decisions about Addu’s governance
should reflect inclusive consultation rather than
political divides. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Parliament passes landmark
trademark law

(Im) The Maldivian Parliament has unanimously passed
the country’s first comprehensive Trademark Bill, a
measure hailed by Economic Minister Mohamed Saeed
as a “historic milestone” for the nation’s business
environment and innovation ecosystem.

The new law, passed with the support of all 63
lawmakers present, establishes the legal basis for
trademark registration and protection—covering both
local and foreign trademarks—and aims to align the
Maldives with international standards on intellectual
property rights (IPR). [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Deputy Speaker warns of legal
gaps in proving false evidence amid
proposed media law changes

(Im) Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim has warned that
under current Maldivian law, there is no effective way
to prove that false evidence presented in court is false.
His remarks came during parliamentary debate on a
government-backed amendment to the Evidence Act,
proposed by a ruling People’s National Congress (PNC)
lawmaker, which would expand the circumstances
under which journalists can be compelled to reveal
their sources.

Nazim argued that the judiciary faces major challenges
in verifying and evaluating evidence due to outdated
provisions in the existing law, citing examples where
suspects were acquitted because of technical
discrepancies in video timestamps. He emphasized
that the law must be updated to reflect technological
advances and ensure accountability in criminal
proceedings.
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The proposed amendment to Article 136 of the
Evidence Act would allow the High Court to order
disclosure of journalistic sources if deemed necessary
to prevent an offense. It also outlines a rapid appeals
process, requiring the Supreme Court to receive cases
within ten days of filing.

The bill broadens the list of conditions under which
journalists may be compelled to identify their sources,
including cases involving terrorism, unauthorized
disclosure of state secrets, armed aggression, and
threats to national security or territorial integrity.

The proposal follows years of concern among
Maldivian media organizations over press freedom
restrictions introduced in the original Evidence Act
under the previous Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)
government. Although former President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih had pledged reforms, no amendments
were enacted before his term ended. [The Sun]

Maldives: High Court upholds release of
major drug suspect amid concern over
handling of narcotics cases

(Im) The Maldivian High Court has dismissed an appeal
challenging the release of alleged drug trafficker Al
Anwar Mohamed, a key suspect in one of the country’'s
largest narcotics cases. Anwar was arrested in 2019 for
allegedly smuggling 70 kilograms of drugs aboard an
Iranian vessel, which was intercepted 172 nautical
miles northwest of Thuraakunu in northern Maldives.

Anwar’s release was initially ordered by Criminal Court
Judge Hussain Faiz Rashad, who cited procedural
violations by police, including the use of a search
warrant after the arrest and a lack of direct evidence
linking Anwar to the seized narcotics. The judge
allowed Anwar's release after a five-day remand
expired without requiring his reappearance in court.
Anwar later attempted to flee to Sri Lanka but was re-
arrested upon his return to the Maldives after being
denied entry there.

Prosecutors had appealed the release, arguing that the
lower court’s decision undermined ongoing efforts to
curb large-scale trafficking, but the High Court has now
upheld Judge Faiz's ruling. The Judicial Service
Commission (JSC) has suspended Faiz and is
investigating multiple disciplinary cases against him,
including his handling of Anwar's case, though no
public statement has been issued.
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The case has drawn renewed attention to judicial
oversight and prosecutorial consistency in major
narcotics cases, as several other large-scale drug
prosecutions — including those involving 61 kilograms
and 72 kilograms of narcotics — have recently been
withdrawn or dismissed for procedural reasons. [The
Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Government under scrutiny
over reinstatements of senior officials
following controversial dismissals

(Im) The administration of President Mohamed Muizzu
is facing renewed criticism over a series of high-profile
reinstatements, including that of Foreign Secretary
Fathimath Inaya and Deputy Commissioner of Customs
Mahmood Riyaz, both of whom had been dismissed
earlier this year under unclear or disputed
circumstances.

Fathimath Inaya, the first woman to serve as Foreign
Secretary in the Maldives, was removed from office in
May 2025 without public explanation and reappointed
last week. Her original appointment in December 2023
marked a historic step for gender representation in
Maldivian diplomacy. The position, ranked second
within the Foreign Ministry hierarchy, plays a central
role in managing foreign policy implementation,
diplomatic coordination, and strategic advising to the
president. [The Sun 1]

At the same time, the government has drawn sharp
criticism for reinstating Deputy Commissioner of
Customs Mahmood Riyaz, who had been dismissed in
late October following allegations of involvement in a
major cigarette smuggling case. The scandal centered
on the illegal import of 200 master cartons of
Manchester-brand cigarettes, allegedly linked to The
Hawks Pvt Ltd, a leading Maldivian logistics and fuel
supply firm.

Riyaz's removal came after a recommendation by
Parliament’s National Security Services Committee (241
Committee), which had launched a probe into the
incident. However, after reviewing new evidence, the
committee cleared Riyaz of wrongdoing and
unanimously recommended his reinstatement, which
the president subsequently approved. Riyaz, a three-
decade veteran of the customs service, has maintained
his innocence and pledged to uphold professional
integrity. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

The reinstatement has nevertheless sparked broad
public and institutional criticism. Customs officers have
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described Riyaz as a respected and long-serving
official, while commentators and former officials
accused the government of acting hastily and harming
his reputation. Several have called for a public apology
or suggested that Riyaz could seek legal redress for
defamation. [The Sun 4]

Maldives: Governance challenges persist
across state institutions amid corruption
investigations and fiscal scrutiny

(ya/lm) Several developments in the Maldives have
drawn renewed attention to governance and
accountability in key public institutions, as state bodies
face ongoing corruption probes, leadership disputes,
and funding reductions.

At the Housing Development Corporation (HDC), the
post of Chief Business Officer (CBO) has been formally
dissolved despite an Employment Tribunal order
instructing the company to reinstate former CBO
Ahmed Yameen, who was dismissed in February
following a corruption investigation into land
allocations from Hulhumalé, an artificial island near
Malé. The tribunal ruled in August that Yameen should
receive MVR 144,000 (USD 9,400) in compensation plus
legal costs. However, the High Court later suspended
enforcement of that order pending appeal, noting that
the corporation had eliminated the position entirely.
The broader land allocation scandal—involving alleged
irregular property distribution under the previous
government's Binveriya housing scheme—is still under
investigation by the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)
and the police. [The Sun 1]

In a separate case, Hawwa Fajuwa, Chief Financial
Officer of the Maldives Pension Administration Office,
resigned following controversy surrounding a MVR 2.5
billion (USD 163 million) government bond transaction
with the Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA). The
transaction was designed to inject liquidity into the
market but has been criticized for potentially
amounting to indirect money printing. The resignation
came shortly after Saruvash Adam, a private-sector
board member, stepped down in October, citing legal
and economic concerns. Opposition figures have
alleged that the government is using pension funds to
cover payment arrears to private contractors, which
would contradict earlier pledges by President
Mohamed Muizzu not to rely on monetary expansion
to manage public debt. [The Sun 2]

Meanwhile, the ACC is set to receive MVR 47 million
(USD 3.05 million) in the 2025 budget, a 9 percent
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decrease from the previous year. Funding for direct
anti-corruption activities has also fallen by 67 percent,
to MVR 4 million (USD 260,000). The budget proposal
has prompted criticism from parliamentarians and
observers who argue that the reduction could weaken
investigative capacity at a time when the ACC is already
facing criticism for delays in handling major corruption
cases. [The Sun 3]

According to official data released by the commission,
procurement-related irregularities account for 73 of
142 complaints registered in 2025, making them the
most common category of alleged misconduct. A
majority of cases originated outside the capital,
suggesting that corruption concerns are widespread
across local administrations. [The Sun 4]

Maldives: Lawmakers denounce
government inaction on prolonged pre-
trial detention

(Im) Members of the Maldivian Parliament have
criticized President Mohamed Muizzu's administration
for failing to resolve the issue of prolonged pre-trial
detention, which continues to cause suffering for
detainees and their families.

During a recent parliamentary debate, opposition
legislators accused the government of neglecting
judicial reform and questioned why individuals remain
in custody for years without trial despite earlier
promises to address the problem. They also cited
inconsistencies in detention periods, with minor
offenders held for longer than those accused of
serious crimes, and accused the administration of
weakening judicial independence rather than
strengthening it.

President Muizzu has pledged to introduce a
comprehensive bail system as part of wider justice
reforms, but lawmakers warned that continued
inaction risks further undermining public confidence in
the legal system and prolonging hardship for affected
families. [The Sun]

Maldives: Human Rights Commission
reports 413 new cases, 238 resolved in
first half of 2025

(Im) The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives
(HRCM) registered 413 new cases between January and
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June 2025 and completed 238, including several
referred to the Prosecutor General's Office. According
to the commission’s mid-year report, 417 cases remain
under investigation.

Of the complaints received, 166 were filed under the
Human Rights Commission Act and 61 under the Anti-
Torture Act. The HRCM also monitored 35 public
demonstrations during the reporting period and
handled 13 whistleblower complaints, completing 12 of
them.

The commission’s Southern Regional Office registered
33 new cases and is investigating 98, while it concluded
14. To enhance capacity and outreach, the HRCM
organized 20 staff training programs and conducted
awareness sessions reaching over 3,500 individuals,
including police officers, civil servants, teachers, and
children.

On the policy front, the HRCM proposed amendments
to 24 laws and conducted 56 legal reviews, covering
key legislation such as the Housing Bill, Civil Aviation
Bill, and Bill to Prevent Gang-Related and Other
Serious Crimes. The commission also strengthened
international engagement through 24 meetings with
regional and global partners, while participating in
numerous human rights conferences and
consultations. [The Sun]

Maldives: President ratifies new SEZ
framework for large-scale sustainable
township investment

(ya/lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has ratified a
sweeping amendment to the Special Economic Zone
(SEZ) Act, following its approval in Parliament, to
establish “sustainable townships” as a new category of
economic zones aimed at attracting large-scale
investment and fostering self-sufficient,
environmentally responsible development. [The Sun 1]

The measure, backed by the ruling People’'s National
Congress (PNC), passed Parliament on November 10
with 55 votes in favor and 9 against, despite calls from
the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) to
delay the process for wider consultation with the
Maldives Association of Tourism Industry (MATI) and
relevant ministries. The MDP argued that the bill had
been rushed without sufficient stakeholder input,
while the PNC defended its expedited passage as
critical for economic revitalization amid ongoing fiscal
challenges.
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Under the new framework, investors must commit at
least USD 500 million (approximately MVR 7.7 billion)
to qualify for SEZ designation. Each sustainable
township must include luxury tourism facilities, an
international-standard hospital, and a hospitality
training center, alongside food production facilities to
reduce import dependency. Developers are required to
ensure that at least 60 percent of operational energy is
generated from renewable sources and that
infrastructure for energy and waste management is
self-sustaining.

The law also introduces a 4 percent property transfer
tax on rooms and villas in tourism and integrated
resort zones. In return, the government will provide
tax incentives and regulatory concessions to qualifying
investors. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Government awards 206 new
development projects to private firms

(ya) The Maldivian government has awarded 206 new
development projects to 53 private companies under a
contractor-financing model, expanding infrastructure
investment across nine key sectors. The contracts were
signed during a ceremony on November 6, attended by
President Mohamed Muizzu, who emphasized that
timely payments would be guaranteed under the new
arrangements.

The initiatives include 52 sports projects, 31 school-
specific developments, 30 health centers, 29 police
stations, 24 waste management facilities, and smaller
projects in housing, fisheries, religion, and youth
programs. The projects form part of the Muizzu
administration’s people-centered development agenda
aimed at improving island-level services.

President Muizzu also reiterated his commitment to
clear MVR 2.3 billion (USD 149.5 million) in arrears
owed to private contractors—a key concern among
local businesses amid earlier payment delays.
Including ten additional contracts issued in the past
two years, the total number of projects awarded under
the current administration has reached 216, of which
123 are island-based. [The Sun]

Maldives: President inaugurates India-
funded airport amid opposition criticism
over earlier anti-India stance


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-fu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-zl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-zr/

(Im) President Mohamed Muizzu has inaugurated the
newly redeveloped Hanimaadhoo International
Airport, a major infrastructure project financed under
an USD 800 million Indian line of credit. The project is
one of the largest aviation developments in the
Maldives and part of broader efforts to boost
connectivity and investment in the country's northern
atolls.

Speaking at the ceremony on 9 November, Muizzu
described the airport as a “gateway to prosperity” and
“a symbol of economic transformation” that will
enhance tourism, agriculture, fisheries, and social
development in the north. He said the airport also
stood as “a monument testifying to the strength of
Maldives-India ties” as the two countries mark 60
years of diplomatic relations. The event was attended
by India’s Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu, who represented the Indian government,
alongside senior Maldivian officials. [SWARAJYA]

However, the inauguration has drawn sharp
commentary from opposition figures, particularly
Abdulla Shahid, leader of the Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) and former foreign minister. Shahid noted
the irony that Muizzu—who, while in opposition, had
criticized the Hanimaadhoo project and portrayed
Indian-funded works as “military initiatives”—was now
presiding over its completion.

Shahid recalled that Muizzu's earlier campaign had
fueled anti-India sentiment, with construction workers
on Indian projects falsely labeled as soldiers. He
thanked former president Ibrahim Mohamed Solih and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi for initiating and
supporting the project under the previous MDP
government, stressing that it was Indian cooperation
that made the airport possible. [The Sun]

Maldives: Senior police leadership
embroiled in sexual assault and
corruption scandal

(Im) The Maldives Police Service (MPS) is facing one of
its most serious internal crises in years after two of its
highest-ranking officers—Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) Farhad Fikry and Assistant Commissioner
of Police (ACP) Ahmed Shifan—were accused of sexual
assault, corruption, abuse of authority, and
obstruction of justice, amid growing allegations of data
tampering and political shielding within the force.

The allegations surfaced through a letter submitted to
Parliament’s National Security Services Committee (241
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Committee) by eleven senior officers above the rank of
Chief Inspector, who described themselves as whistle-
blowers. They detailed misconduct spanning more
than a decade, accusing both officers of abusing their
power and manipulating investigations to avoid
accountability.

According to the complaint, ACP Ahmed Shifan
allegedly sexually harassed female police officers and
civilian staff, including the assault of an 18-year-old
administrative employee, and faces a rape complaint
filed by a civilian worker in October 2024. He is also
accused of misusing public funds during an official trip
to Malaysia in 2018, for which he was ordered to repay
MVR 61,990 (USD 4,029), and of framing other officers
during a 2023 internal corruption probe. [The Sun 1]

Separately, DCP Farhad Fikry is accused of destroying
evidence in a 2018 rape case involving his son,
allegedly erasing photo and video files related to the
assault of a minor. The Prosecutor General's Office
reportedly returned the case due to missing evidence
and Farhad's interference. He also allegedly
suppressed a February 2025 investigation into his
stepson’s assault on a police officer, using his position
to intimidate investigators. [The Sun 2]

In the wake of these revelations, ACP Shifan has issued
a counter-accusation, claiming that another Assistant
Commissioner altered his official personnel records in
May 2025 and leaked falsified information to the
media. In a letter to Commissioner of Police Ismail
Naveen, Shifan denied all allegations, calling them the
result of a “personal vendetta” and urging an internal
investigation into data manipulation within the MPS
Digital Technology and Data Department. [The Sun 3]

The whistle-blowers have warned that the continued
inaction against both officers is severely eroding public
confidence in the Maldives Police Service, and have
called for an independent parliamentary inquiry to
ensure accountability and transparency.

Nepal: Constitutional crisis deepens in
Madhesh Province after controversial
midnight appointment of new chief
minister

(Im) Nepal's Madhesh Province—a politically pivotal
region in the country's southern plains bordering India,
known for its strong identity politics and history of
federal autonomy movements—has plunged into a
constitutional and political crisis following a secret pre-
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dawn appointment of a new chief minister that
bypassed due process and triggered mass protests,
legal action, and federal intervention.

The crisis began after Province Head Sumitra Subedi
Bhandari, the federally appointed ceremonial
representative of the president in the province,
appointed Saroj Kumar Yadav, the parliamentary
leader of the Communist Party of Nepal-Unified
Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML), as chief minister in the
early morning on November 10, invoking Article 168(3)
of Nepal's 2015 Constitution. This clause allows the
appointment of the leader of the largest party in a
provincial assembly when efforts to form a coalition
government fail.

Bhandari's move came only hours after she had
abruptly left her official residence in Janakpur, the
provincial capital, claiming to be travelling to
Kathmandu for medical treatment. Instead, she
travelled to Bardibas, roughly 90 kilometers away,
where the oath ceremony was held in a private hotel.
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

The appointment followed the collapse of Chief
Minister Jitendra Sonal's short-lived government, which
had lasted only 25 days. Sonal, leader of the Loktantrik
Samajbadi Party (LSP), had formed a coalition
government on October 15 under Article 168(2)—the
constitutional provision that enables government
formation through alliances in the absence of a clear
majority. He resigned before a scheduled confidence
vote when internal defections—particularly by two
members of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist
Centre) protesting central interference in provincial
decision-making—cost him his parliamentary majority
in the 107-member assembly. [The Kathmandu Post 2]
[The Kathmandu Post 3]

Bhandari's decision to bypass coalition consultations
and instead appoint the CPN-UML leader directly was
widely condemned as unconstitutional. The oath
ceremony, attended by three ministers, immediately
drew backlash from seven opposition parties, including
the Nepali Congress—Nepal’s historically dominant
centrist party—and the Maoist Centre. Both parties
accused Bhandari of acting with partisan bias in favor
of the CPN-UML, which is led nationally by former
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli.

The Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP), a conservative
monarchist group that advocates the restoration of the
Hindu state and a unitary system of governance,
subsequently withdrew from the new cabinet, calling
the appointment “unconstitutional.” Meanwhile,
protests spread across Janakpur, where demonstrators
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burned tires, vandalized public property, and clashed
with police outside the provincial headquarters. [The
Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Two writ petitions were filed at the Supreme Court in
Kathmandu, alleging that Bhandari had violated the
constitutional sequence by invoking Article 168(3) while
Article 168(2)—which requires an attempt at coalition
formation—was still applicable. [The Kathmandu Post
6]

Amid the uproar, the federal cabinet in Kathmandu
dismissed Bhandari later the same day, citing
misconduct, and recommended Surendra Labh Karna,
a respected economist and former National Planning
Commission member, as the new province head. [The
Kathmandu Post 7]

Nepal: Surge in new party registrations
ahead of November 16 deadline

(Im) Nepal's Election Commission has received 17
applications for new political party registrations as the
November 16 deadline approaches. The process was
opened in early October to allow new entrants to
participate in the upcoming March 5, 2026, snap
elections. Two parties—the Shram Sanskriti Party, led
by Dharan mayor Harka Sampang, and the Janaswaraj
Party, a splinter group of CK Raut's Janamat Party—
have already received registration certificates, though
the latter faces a Supreme Court injunction.

The remaining applications are under review as the
poll body examines whether their proposed names,
statutes, and objectives comply with constitutional and
legal provisions. Applicants include independent
lawmakers, business figures, academics, and activists,
such as sociologist Dinesh Prasai's Gatisheel Loktantrik
Party, Khagendra Sunar’s proposed anti-discrimination
platform, and a youth group seeking to register the
Rastriya Gen Z Party Nepal.

As of early November, Nepal had 122 registered
political parties. The commission expects more last-
minute filings before the deadline, which also coincides
with the close of voter registration—over 136,000 new
voters, most of them young, have enrolled so far. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Interim government faces rising
pressure from diverse protest groups
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(Im) Nepal's interim government under former chief
justice and current prime minister Sushila Karki,
established two months ago to oversee parliamentary
elections scheduled for March 5, 2026, is coming under
mounting pressure from multiple protest movements.
Groups representing victims of cooperative-fund
embezzlement, local activists opposing a planned
cable-car project at the Pathibhara Temple in eastern
Nepal, monarchist supporters of controversial
businessman-turned-activist Durga Prasain, and
leaders of the youth-driven Gen Z movement have all
announced new waves of demonstrations.

The National Federation of Cooperative Victims,
representing roughly 1.4 million depositors defrauded
in collapsed savings schemes, has warned of
nationwide protests from November 13 if the
government fails to recover their funds. In Taplejung
District, the “No Cable Car to Pathibhara Temple”
campaign has set a November 29 deadline for talks
with the prime minister, citing threats to local Limbu
heritage. Meanwhile, Gen Z activists—including figures
instrumental in bringing down the previous
administration of former prime minister KP Sharma Oli
—have demanded the resignation of Home Minister
Om Prakash Aryal, threatening to disrupt the election
process if their grievances are ignored. Monarchist
leader Prasain, formerly linked to Nepal's Maoist and
Communist parties, has announced a separate rally for
November 23.

Despite the unrest, government officials insist that
preparations for the March elections remain on track.
Information Minister Jagadish Kharel said the
administration will balance its election mandate with
its responsibility to engage citizens through dialogue,
while maintaining public order. However, observers
note that more than 600 weapons and vehicles lost
during the September 2025 Gen Z protests remain
unrecovered—raising concerns over whether a stable
and secure environment can be ensured before polling
day. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Left parties unite under new
communist front as former ruling party
faces leadership turmoil

(Im) Nepal's political left is undergoing a major
realignment marked by both unification and internal
strife. On November 5, ten left-leaning parties,
including the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist
Centre) and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Socialist), merged to form a new entity called the
Nepali Communist Party (NCP). The merger brings
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together several factions that had splintered in recent
years, signaling an effort to consolidate influence
ahead of the country’'s next parliamentary elections.

The newly formed NCP will be led by Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, better known by his wartime name Prachanda, a
former prime minister and leader of the Maoist Centre
who played a central role in Nepal's decade-long
Maoist insurgency (1996-2006). Madhav Kumar Nepal,
another former prime minister and head of the Unified
Socialist, will serve as co-coordinator and second-in-
command, while Jhalanath Khanal, also a former prime
minister, has been assured the third-ranking position
in the new hierarchy. The merger, formally declared in
Kathmandu, also includes smaller groups such as the
Nepal Socialist Party. However, several prominent
figures—among them Janardan Sharma, Ram Karki,
Ghanashyam Bhusal, and Ram Kumari Jhakri—declined
to join the new formation. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

This consolidation comes at a time when Nepal's
largest left-wing party, the Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML), is confronting a
serious leadership crisis. Senior vice-chair Ishwar
Pokhrel, a former deputy prime minister and defense
minister, is preparing to challenge long-time chair KP
Sharma Oli, who led the government until the
dissolution of parliament following the September Gen
Z protests. The CPN-UML, one of Nepal's dominant
political forces, is scheduled to hold its 11th general
convention from December 13 to 15.

The internal split intensified after Oli blocked former
President Bidya Devi Bhandari from rejoining the
party, prompting dissident leaders to rally behind
Pokhrel as a reformist alternative. Bhandari, who
served as Nepal's first female president from 2015 to
2023, began her political career in the communist
movement alongside her late husband Madan
Bhandari, a leading reformist thinker and one of the
principal architects of the UML's rise in the early 1990s.
Her exclusion—widely perceived as a move by Oli to
consolidate control—has reignited long-standing
divisions within the party.

At the same time, Oli secured his own eligibility for re-
election through the party’s Second National Statute
Convention held in early September, which abolished
both the 70-year age limit and the two-term restriction
for party leadership. The change effectively cleared the
path for his continued tenure as party chief.

Oli's leadership, however, has been significantly
weakened since the Gen Z protests of September 8-9
—a nationwide youth-led anti-corruption movement
that left 76 people dead, including 19 unarmed student
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demonstrators. The unrest forced him to flee the
prime minister’s residence by army helicopter and
severely damaged his political standing.

Pokhrel is now positioning himself as the face of party
renewal, calling for the CPN-UML to reconnect with
younger generations “through fresh faces and ideas.”
According to insiders, several senior figures—including
multiple vice-chairs and secretaries—have joined his
camp, signaling a growing shift in the 19-member CPN-
UML Secretariat. Bhandari has reportedly endorsed
Pokhrel's leadership bid, viewing him as a credible
successor capable of restoring ideological clarity and
internal unity. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Nepali Congress divided over
House restoration amid internal
leadership dispute

(Im) Nepal's Nepali Congress (NC), the largest party in
the dissolved House of Representatives, is facing
renewed internal turmoil over whether to back calls for
restoring the legislature or to proceed with snap
elections scheduled for March 5, 2026. The debate
follows weeks of internal division on whether the party
should hold its general convention before or after the
elections, leaving its two main factions—the
establishment camp led by Acting President Purna
Bahadur Khadka and the reformist camp led by
Shekhar Koirala, Gagan Thapa, and Bishwa Prakash
Sharma—deeply split.

The latest rift was triggered after a group of NC
lawmakers launched a signature campaign urging the
party to formally support the restoration of the
dissolved House. The move follows President
Ramchandra Paudel’s decision to dissolve parliament
on September 12 upon the recommendation of Prime
Minister Sushila Karki, who was appointed after the
youth-led Gen Z uprising. The dissolution, which the
NC has termed unconstitutional, is currently under
review by the Supreme Court, where ten petitions have
been filed.

Lawmakers behind the campaign, including Chandra
Bhandari, argue that the House should be restored
temporarily to address public grievances and amend
the constitution before new elections. Bhandari
outlined five reform priorities: revising the federal
structure, empowering local governments, ensuring
nonpartisan local representatives, restructuring the
federal government, and revisiting proportional
representation provisions. Supporters claim that
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around 40 of the NC's 87 lawmakers have endorsed
the initiative.

However, other leaders, including General Secretary
Gagan Thapa and former deputy prime minister
Prakash Man Singh, maintain that the party should
focus on the upcoming elections instead of pursuing
restoration. Thapa said in a video statement that the
March polls would “bring a new mandate and set the
constitution on the right path.” Chief whip Shyam
Ghimire clarified that the NC's signature campaign
differs from parallel effort by the Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) of ex-Prime
Minister Oli, emphasizing that the Congress petition is
intended to pressure the leadership, not to seek
judicial intervention directly. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Centrist reform party opens door
to alliances while inquiry into fraud case
against leader continues

(Im) Nepal's Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) — a centrist
reformist movement founded in 2022 that briefly
participated in coalition governments in 2023 and 2024
— has announced a new openness to forming electoral
alliances ahead of the March 2026 parliamentary
elections. Acting chair DP Aryal presented the proposal
during the party’s extended central committee
meeting, where around 400 party representatives—
including central committee members, advisers,
provincial and district chairs, and members of diaspora
committees—participated.

The meeting marked a strategic shift in the RSP’s
position: after long rejecting cooperation with other
forces, the party now says it is willing to work with
other reform-oriented movements, provided its
independent identity remains intact. The RSP also
unveiled a comprehensive structural reform blueprint
calling for a directly elected prime minister, a non-
partisan presidency, and a streamlined federal system
with fewer provincial and local governments. Aryal
additionally proposed abolishing the constitutional and
judicial councils, overhauling the judiciary, and creating
an independent anti-corruption commission free from
political interference.

As part of its organizational decisions, the RSP resolved
to allocate 27 percent of its proportional
representation (PR) quota to youth aged 25 to 40 years
—reflecting their demographic weight in Nepal's
population—and 10 percent of PR seats to Nepalis
returning from abroad. The party also decided that
those who were elected under the proportional system
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in 2022 will not be repeated in the same category. New
eligibility criteria require verified academic credentials,
declarations of marital status and income
transparency, and pledges to refrain from hate speech,
discrimination, or exploitation of vulnerable groups.
Candidates must also demonstrate a lawful and
sufficient source of income to support their families.
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

Addressing the Gen Z protests of September, the RSP
attributed the unrest to long-standing state
mismanagement and demanded an impartial
investigation into the violence of September 8-9,
condemning what it called “anti-human incidents.” The
party reiterated conditional support for the interim
government led by former Chief Justice Sushila Karki,
emphasizing that cooperation depends on the
administration’s ability to conduct transparent
elections and uphold the rule of law. [The Kathmandu
Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Meanwhile, RSP chair and former home minister Rabi
Lamichhane — a former television journalist turned
politician — remains in judicial custody over allegations
of cooperative-fund embezzlement. The Tulsipur High
Court has requested the original case files in the fraud
proceedings against Lamichhane and former Gorkha
Media Network director Chhabi Lal Joshi, after both
submitted bank guarantees of NPR 27.4 million (USD
200,000) each, the amounts they are accused of
misappropriating. Both remain in custody as the court
reviews the files and the division of liability between
them. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

A judicial inquiry commission is separately
investigating Lamichhane's release from Nakkhu Prison
during the September protests. Lamichhane claims he
was freed with police cooperation, while the then
prison chief Satyaraj Joshi testified that he signed the
release order under pressure from senior officials. The
commission continues to probe inconsistencies in their
accounts and may summon additional party members
for questioning. [The Kathmandu Post 5] [The
Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Energy minister Kulman Ghising to
establish new political party after talks
with emerging groups collapse

(Im) Nepal's Energy Minister Kulman Ghising, who is

also the former chief of the Nepal Electricity Authority
(NEA), is preparing to launch a new political party after
efforts to form a broader alliance with other emerging
movements stalled. According to officials familiar with
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the process, the new organization—provisionally
named the Ujyaalo Nepal Party (“Bright Nepal Party”")—
has already been submitted for registration with the
Election Commission, and is expected to use a light
bulb as its election symbol to emphasize reform and
transparency.

Ghising had previously engaged in negotiations with
several alternative political forces, including the
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), the Bibeksheel Sajha
Party, and the youth-led Nepal Gen Z Front, but
consensus on leadership and party structure proved
unattainable. Talks with the RSP reportedly broke
down over leadership roles, while the Gen Z Front and
Bibeksheel groups favored a collective leadership
model rather than a single figurehead.

The decision to proceed independently follows Nepal's
September 8-9 Gen Z protest movement, which
galvanized young citizens against corruption and
entrenched political elites. Ghising, who rose to
prominence for ending nationwide electricity blackouts
during his tenure at the NEA, is expected to remain in
his ministerial post for now while finalizing the party's
leadership framework. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Parliamentary leaders protest
executive budget cuts as over 800
lawmakers lose staff support

(Im) Speakers and deputy speakers from Nepal's
federal parliament and seven provincial assemblies,
along with the chair and vice-chair of the National
Assembly, have formally protested the interim
government's decision to withdraw personal assistants
assigned to members of parliament. They argued that
the move undermines the principle of separation of
powers and constitutes executive interference in
legislative affairs.

The protest followed a Cabinet decision by the interim
government of Prime Minister Sushila Karki to
implement austerity measures by trimming
nonessential expenditures approved by the previous
administration of KP Sharma Oli. The cuts affect all 275
members of the House of Representatives and 59
members of the National Assembly, as well as 550
provincial assembly members—Ileaving around 875
lawmakers without personal staff. [The Kathmandu
Post]
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Nepal: Bar Association condemns
government for defying Supreme Court
order on ambassador recalls

(Im) Nepal's Bar Association has strongly criticized the
interim government of Prime Minister Sushila Karki for
proceeding with the recall of 11 ambassadors despite a
Supreme Court interim order blocking the move. The
government instructed envoys to China, Germany,
Israel, Malaysia, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, the
United Kingdom, the United States, and Japan to return
to Kathmandu by November 6, even after the court
directed that no such action be taken pending a final
verdict.

The Bar Association described the decision as an act of
arbitrariness and warned that disregarding judicial
orders undermines the rule of law and erodes public
confidence in the judiciary. In its statement, the
association emphasized that while government actions
can be subject to legal and academic debate,
compliance with court rulings is mandatory under
constitutional principles. It cited Article 128(4) of
Nepal's constitution, which treats any act contrary to a
court order as contempt of court.

The controversy adds to ongoing tensions between the
judiciary and the Karki-led administration, which the
Bar Association had already criticized for the
September dissolution of the House of Representatives
and what it called the unconstitutional formation of
the interim government. The Supreme Court has since
issued a show-cause notice to the president and prime
minister, seeking written clarification on both the
dissolution and the ambassadorial recall. Sixteen
related writ petitions remain pending before the
court’s constitutional bench. [The Kathmandu Post 1]
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Government accelerates talks with
German and French firms to prevent
passport shortage

(Im) Nepal is in urgent talks with French and German
technology suppliers to avert a passport shortage that
could begin as early as January 2026. The shortage
stems from a gap between the expiration of the
previous supply contract and the start of new
deliveries scheduled for March 2026. The Department
of Passports (DoP) has warned that existing stocks—
around 200,000 passports across all categories—wiill
run out by December.
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Negotiations are focused on a temporary procurement
arrangement. The French company IDEMIA, which has
provided Nepal's e-passports since 2010, is negotiating
to extend deliveries under its previous terms of USD
10.30 (NPR 1,411) per passport. Meanwhile, the
German consortium Veridos-Muehlbauer has offered
an alternative interim supply of machine-readable
passports at USD 8.50 (NPR 1,164) per unit. However,
officials note that IDEMIA still controls the data
management and personalization systems required for
secure issuance, making a switch technically complex
and time-consuming. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Former senior bureaucrat arrested
over irregularities in Nepal Trust land
lease

(ec) Nepal's Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) has
arrested former joint secretary Lekh Bahadur Karki for
alleged fraud and criminal breach of trust in
connection with the leasing of Nepal Trust property in
Kathmandu. The Nepal Trust, a government body
managing assets formerly belonging to the royal
family, has long been under scrutiny for irregular land
use and leasing practices. According to investigators,
Karki is accused of signing a 30-year lease agreement
in bad faith, extending beyond the approved property
boundaries and causing financial harm to the Trust.
[MyRepublica] [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government moves to strengthen
transitional justice bodies

(Im) Nepal's government has reaffirmed support for
the country's Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) and the Commission of Investigation on Enforced
Disappeared Persons (CIEDP) as both institutions
prepare to begin long-delayed investigations into
wartime abuses. Senior officials from the Ministry of
Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs said that the
recent endorsement of the TRC's internal regulations
and organizational plan demonstrates the
government's intent to facilitate the transitional justice
process, which had stalled for years.

The TRC has proposed expanding its secretariat from
89 to 124 staff members, along with 240 additional
field positions to be deployed in 60 investigation teams
across Nepal. Each team will include four trained
personnel, supported by newly sanctioned
administrative posts, once the Ministry of Finance
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grants final approval. Officials expect the legal
regulations governing both commissions to be
endorsed within a month, clearing the way for
investigations to begin.

The TRC, reconstituted in May 2025, has received
15,191 new complaints, bringing the total to 78,909
cases, while the disappearance commission has logged
68 new cases and retains around 2,500 pending. Both
commissions, however, have yet to launch formal
investigations due to administrative and logistical
delays. Under Nepal's Enforced Disappearances
Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act, they
have four years to complete their work—now reduced
to three and a half years remaining. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Government and private sector
reach temporary compromise in
industrial power billing dispute

(Im) Nepal's government and the Federation of
Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FNCCI) have announced a temporary compromise to
resolve a years-long dispute over electricity premium
fees charged to factories using dedicated feeder and
trunk lines. The agreement, reached during a high-level
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Sushila Karki, allows
industries whose power supplies were cut to have
electricity restored after paying an initial security
deposit equivalent to one of the 28 instalments
previously set by the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA).

Under the deal, the payment will not be treated as a
formal instalment but as a disputed deposit, enabling
companies to pursue legal or administrative reviews
while resuming operations. The NEA, which falls under
Energy Minister Kulman Ghising, has sought to recover
around NPR 5.5 billion (USD 40 million) in unpaid
premium charges dating from 2016-2018. The
authority maintains that the dues are owed for the use
of uninterrupted power supply lines during Nepal's
load-shedding era, while industrialists argue that NEA
billing data and usage evidence remain unreliable.

Although the FNCCI described the outcome as a
“middle-ground” solution, several affected
manufacturers accused its leadership of negotiating
unilaterally with the government. Some firms—such as
the Panchakanya Group, which produces steel and
plastic goods, and Siddhartha Petplastic, a packaging
manufacturer—accepted the compromise and have
had power restored. Others, including Reliance
Spinning Mills, one of Nepal's largest textile producers,
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and Shivam Cement, a major domestic cement
company, have rejected the deal, insisting on an
independent review of billing data based on verified
meter records. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Judiciary and provinces seek
recovery after widespread destruction
from Gen Z protests

(Im) Nepal's judicial and provincial authorities are
intensifying efforts to rebuild and seek accountability
for the extensive destruction caused during the
September Gen Z protests, which targeted public
institutions across the country.

The Supreme Court and the Kathmandu District Court
have filed formal complaints with police over the arson
and vandalism that damaged judicial buildings during
the nationwide unrest. According to the Kathmandu
District Police Range, investigations are now underway
into the coordinated attacks that affected 23 courts
nationwide, including the two highest judicial bodies.
Of these, ten courts were completely destroyed, nine
sustained partial damage, and four suffered minor
harm. Despite the extensive losses, most courts have
since resumed operations under temporary
arrangements. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

In parallel, the Gandaki Province government has
announced a major fiscal reallocation plan to finance
post-crisis reconstruction. The provincial cabinet
approved a decision on October 28 to divert
approximately NPR 2 billion (USD 14.6 million) from
administrative expenses toward rebuilding public
infrastructure damaged during the protests. The
destruction in Gandaki included the burning and
looting of 31 police offices, with property losses
exceeding NPR 21 million (USD 154,000).

To fund recovery, Gandaki will suspend or cut non-
essential expenditures such as vehicle purchases,
travel, hospitality, software procurement, and fuel
consumption. Together with an earlier downsizing
initiative that eliminated redundant offices and staff,
the province expects to generate up to NPR 2.5 billion
(USD 18.2 million) in total savings. [The Kathmandu
Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Interim government seeks Indian
and Chinese assistance as security
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operations intensify ahead of March 2026
elections

(Im) Nepal's interim government is taking urgent steps
to stabilize security and rebuild state capacity ahead of
the March 5, 2026 parliamentary elections, seeking
both international logistical support and domestic law-
enforcement reinforcement following the devastation
caused by the September Gen Z protests.

Facing acute resource shortages, the Election
Commission has submitted to the Ministry of Finance a
list of nearly 400 logistical items required for the polls,
including motorcycles, pickup vans, cars, and trucks for
transporting ballot boxes and election materials. The
ministry will channel these requests to India and China,
both of which have signaled readiness to assist. India,
which had provided 200 vehicles for Nepal's 2022
general elections, is expected to offer similar
cooperation this time.

The shortages stem largely from the unrest last
September, when protesters destroyed more than 600
government vehicles, including 525 belonging to the
Nepal Police and 62 to the Armed Police Force. To
address the gap, the government has already allocated
NPR 1.27 billion (USD 9.3 million) to purchase 251 new
vehicles—175 for the police, 70 for the Armed Police
Force, and six for the National Intelligence
Department. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

In parallel, the Home Ministry has launched a
nationwide special operation to recover looted
weapons and rearrest prison escapees. According to
Home Minister Om Prakash Aryal, the campaign aims
to restore public order and rebuild trust amid a surge
in post-uprising criminal activity. Of the more than
1,100 weapons stolen from police and security offices,
710 have been recovered, while others were destroyed
in arson attacks. Out of 14,549 escaped prisoners,
9,521 have returned to custody and 5,105 remain at
large.

Authorities have linked several violent crimes—
including two murders committed by fugitives from
Nakhhu Prison—to the escapees. The Nepal Police also
report rising incidents of theft and burglary,
particularly in Kathmandu and other urban centers.
The government has appealed for public cooperation
in restoring law and order, while political leaders such
as Nepali Congress General Secretary Gagan Thapa
have urged both the government and political parties
to create a safe and credible environment for the
upcoming elections. [The Kathmandu Post 2]
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Nepal: Cabinet appoints new police chief

(Im) Nepal's interim government has appointed
Additional Inspector General Dan Bahadur Karki as the
new Inspector General of Nepal Police (IGP),
succeeding Chandra Kuber Khapung, who retires on
November 13 after completing his term. The Cabinet
approved Karki's promotion on November 10, with his
tenure to begin the same week.

Karki, who joined the police force as an inspector in
1998, currently heads the Kathmandu Valley Police
Office and will serve as the 33rd IGP until March 2026
under the 30-year service limit. His promotion follows
his advancement to AlG earlier in April and places him
ahead of other contenders of his cohort. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Senate approves sweeping 27th
constitutional amendment reshaping
judiciary, military command, and federal
balance

(Im) Pakistan's Senate has passed the 27th
Constitutional Amendment, completing the first phase
of can be described as the country's most extensive
constitutional restructuring since the 1973
Constitution. The amendment—approved with a two-
thirds majority after a week of heated debate—
redefines the relationship between the judiciary,
military, and federation, reflecting a broader
recalibration of Pakistan's civil-military and federal
balance. The legislation follows the 26th Amendment
of 2024, which had already given parliament a formal
role in judicial appointments. [Arab News 1]

The reform rewrites Article 243 to create the new post
of Chief of Defense Forces, abolishing the long-
standing position of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CJCSC). The Chief of Defense Forces
will constitutionally command all three services, while
the president will formally appoint the army, navy, and
air chiefs on the advice of the prime minister. The
amendment also codifies the ceremonial Field Marshal
rank, providing a five-star equivalent for each branch
of the armed forces. Supporters argue this modernizes
command structures; critics see it as deepening
military centralization within Pakistan's power
hierarchy.

In the judicial domain, the amendment establishes a
Federal Constitutional Court, transferring many
constitutional functions of the Supreme Court and
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introducing new procedures for judicial appointments
and transfers. The judges of the new court will be
appointed by the prime minister and confirmed by the
president. Opposition parties and legal associations
have warned that this arrangement risks curtailing
judicial independence and politicizing the bench, while
the government insists it fulfills an “unfinished agenda”
of the 2006 Charter of Democracy by separating
constitutional from appellate jurisdictions.

The amendment also modifies the framework
governing the National Finance Commission (NFC)—
the mechanism for sharing federal tax revenues
among Pakistan’s provinces. These provisions have
generated the strongest resistance because the NFC
award is the legal cornerstone of provincial fiscal
autonomy. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), a key
coalition partner of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), supported only selected clauses—
those creating the constitutional court, reforming
judicial transfers, and amending Article 243—but
opposed any rollback of NFC protections. PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari reaffirmed that
“allocations for provinces can increase but cannot be
reduced,” citing the 18th Amendment of 2010 that had
expanded provincial powers. [Arab News 2]

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif ordered the withdrawal
of a proposed clause granting immunity to sitting
prime ministers, stressing that elected leaders “must
remain fully accountable before the court of law and
the people.” He nevertheless defended the
amendment's broader goals, describing it as an effort
to “strengthen the federation, enhance governance,
and promote institutional balance.” [Arab News 3]

Opposition parties—including the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) of imprisoned former prime minister Imran
Khan and the Tehreek-e-Tahaffuz-e-Ayeen-e-Pakistan
(TTAP), a coalition of nationalist and judicial-
independence advocates—have denounced the reform
as a bid to centralize power and weaken provincial and
judicial autonomy. PTI Senator Ali Zafar warned that
disturbing the equilibrium among parliament, the
judiciary, and the provinces could trigger “institutional
chaos.” Constitutional experts echoed this concern,
describing the 27th Amendment as the most radical
alteration of Pakistan’'s power structure since the
colonial-era Government of India Act 1935. [Arab News
4] [Arab News 5] [Arab News 6]

Pakistan: New wave of legal action
against PTI-linked figures coincides with
new calls for political de-escalation
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(my/Im) In Pakistan, authorities have intensified their
legal crackdown on figures linked to former prime
minister Imran Khan's political network, even as former
party leaders call for dialogue to ease the country’'s
growing political tensions.

In Faisalabad, an anti-terrorism court sentenced
Sahibzada Hamid Raza, head of the Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) and a close ally of Khan, to 10 years in
prison for his alleged role in the May 2023 riots that
followed Khan's brief arrest. [Arab News 1]

The unrest led to attacks on military and government
sites, after which thousands of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) members were detained under anti-
terrorism laws, with several high-profile cases referred
to military courts. Other PTl leaders — including
former ministers Omar Ayub Khan, Shibli Faraz, Zartaj
Gul Wazir, and Sheikh Rashid Shafiq — have received
similar prison terms. Authorities accuse PTIl supporters
of attempting to incite unrest within the armed forces,
while the party calls the prosecutions politically
motivated.

Khan himself remains imprisoned on corruption and
graft charges, serving a 14-year sentence that
disqualifies him from office. Following the ban on PTI's
electoral symbol before the 2024 elections, many of
Khan's candidates contested as independents and later
joined the SIC, effectively giving the group a
parliamentary role as a political vehicle for PTl-backed
lawmakers.

The latest legal developments follow separate charges
filed by Pakistan’s cybercrime authorities against
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief Minister Sohail Afridi,
also a PTI member, over allegedly “false and
derogatory” remarks about state institutions. The case,
registered after Afridi's comments outside Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, accuses him of spreading disinformation
intended to undermine public trust and destabilize
national security. Afridi has been charged under
Pakistan’s Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act for hate
speech and dissemination of false information. KP
Governor Faisal Karim Kundi said Afridi's statements
“undermine the sacrifices of security forces” in the
militancy-affected province. [Arab News 2]

Amid these prosecutions, a group of former senior PTI
leaders — Fawad Chaudhry, Imran Ismail, and
Mahmood Moulvi — has begun an initiative to
promote political de-escalation and possibly secure
Khan's release through dialogue. The group has met or
scheduled meetings with senior figures such as Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar and National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq of the ruling Pakistan Muslim
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League-Nawaz (PML-N); Maulana Fazlur Rehman, head
of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) (JUI-F, a conservative
Islamist party and government coalition partner); and
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, leader of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Q (PML-Q), a centrist party known for
its mediation role in coalition politics.

Chaudhry said detained senior PTI figures, including
Shah Mahmood Qureshi (former foreign minister and
PTl vice chairman) and Yasmin Rashid (former Punjab
health minister), had earlier expressed support for a
shift from confrontation toward dialogue. The group
intends to meet Khan at Adiala Jail after concluding
consultations with other political stakeholders. [The
Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Nationwide vaccination drive
targets measles, rubella, and polio amid
persistent immunization gaps

(Im) Pakistan’s National Emergency Operations Center
(NEOC) has announced a nationwide campaign from
November 17 to 29 to vaccinate children against
measles, rubella, and polio, three highly contagious
diseases that continue to expose weaknesses in the
country’s immunization coverage.

Despite substantial eradication efforts, Pakistan
remains one of only two countries worldwide—
alongside Afghanistan—where polio remains endemic,
with 30 cases recorded so far in 2025. Recent sporadic
outbreaks of measles and rubella have underscored
structural gaps caused by misinformation, rural access
barriers, and disrupted public health delivery.

The NEOC campaign follows a week-long anti-polio
drive in October that aimed to reach over 45 million
children nationwide, part of Pakistan's broader effort
to achieve eradication certification by 2026 under joint
WHO-UNICEF oversight. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Energy diversification
accelerates as LNG contracts are revised
and U.S. crude imports expand

(Im) Pakistan is simultaneously revising its natural gas
supply commitments and expanding crude oil imports
from the United States, marking a significant shift in its
energy procurement strategy aimed at reducing import
costs, improving energy security, and rebalancing
trade relationships.
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Amid falling domestic gas consumption and rising
renewable generation, Islamabad has renegotiated its
long-term liquefied natural gas (LNG) contracts,
canceling 21 cargoes under its agreement with Italy’'s
Eni that were originally scheduled for 2026 and 2027.
The revised arrangement limits imports to volumes
required for peak winter months and aligns with a
broader trend of reduced LNG demand driven by
higher solar and hydropower output, which has left
Pakistan with excess gas in its network. The
government is also in talks with Qatar to defer or resell
LNG cargoes under existing supply agreements. [Arab
News 1]

At the same time, Pakistan’s largest oil refiner,
Cnergyico PK Limited, has received a second shipment
of U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude, totaling 1
million barrels, bringing its total U.S. imports under a
deal with trader Vitol to 2 million barrels so far. A third
cargo is expected in early 2026, with additional
shipments currently under evaluation. The two
completed cargoes, valued at approximately USD 150
million, are part of a new trade arrangement with
Washington finalized in July 2025 that helped Pakistan
avoid a 29 percent tariff on its exports to the United
States.

The shift reflects Islamabad’s broader effort to diversify
its energy portfolio beyond Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) suppliers, traditionally Pakistan's dominant
source of crude. Imports from GCC countries dropped
five percent to USD 4.61 billion during the July-
September quarter, narrowing the trade deficit with
the bloc to USD 3.84 billion, according to the State
Bank of Pakistan. Analysts attribute the decline partly
to lower global oil prices and deferred LNG purchases
from Qatar. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Economic body approves USD
2.3 billion guarantee for power sector
debt settlement

(Im) Pakistan’'s Economic Coordination Committee
(ECC) has approved a government guarantee worth
PKR 659 billion (USD 2.3 billion) to address mounting
circular debt within the power sector. The guarantee is
part of a PKR 1.225 trillion (USD 4.3 billion) debt
financing plan aimed at clearing overdue payments to
Independent Power Producers and winding down
Power Holding Limited (PHL), the state-owned
company managing energy sector liabilities.

The ECC, chaired by Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, also authorized the issuance of a Letter of
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Comfort to facilitate the settlement and directed the
Power Division to present a timeline for closing PHL
once the debt issue is resolved. The decision aligns
with Pakistan’s commitments under its USD 7 billion
International Monetary Fund (IMF) program, which has
made reducing circular debt a key reform benchmark.

Circular debt—an entrenched cycle of unpaid
obligations across the power and gas sectors—has
long undermined Pakistan's fiscal stability by inflating
energy costs and eroding investor confidence. In June
2025, Islamabad signed term sheets with 18
commercial banks for a PKR 1.275 trillion (USD 4.5
billion) Islamic financing facility to retire part of this
debt.

The ECC also endorsed a tariff rationalization and
payment adjustment framework for nuclear and
government-owned power plants and approved a
phased, data-driven approach to managing remittance
inflows, which rose by 11.9 percent month-on-month
in October to USD 3.42 billion. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government advances economic
and fiscal reforms integrating climate and
population priorities

(Im) Pakistan's government has launched a new phase
of economic and fiscal reforms aimed at lowering
industrial costs, attracting investment, and embedding
long-term sustainability into national policymaking.
The reform drive, announced by Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb, combines tariff liberalization
and industrial competitiveness measures with a
structural integration of climate and demographic
policy into the national budget framework.

Under the National Tariff Policy 2025-2030, tariffs on
industrial raw materials and intermediary goods are
being reduced to lower input costs and enhance
export competitiveness. The policy also seeks to
simplify tariff slabs, phase out additional customs
duties, and promote productivity-led growth. The
government is simultaneously introducing a more
consultative budget process involving business
leaders, academics, and think tanks to ensure closer
alignment with private-sector needs. [Arab News 1]

Islamabad expects the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Executive Board to approve in early December
the second review of its 37-month Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) and the first review of its 28-month
Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF), unlocking
about USD 1.2 billion. The IMF programs, backed by
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parallel commitments from China, the United States,
and Gulf partners, are expected to support trade,
liquidity, and private investment inflows. Finance
officials report signs of recovery, including improved
corporate profitability and renewed business
confidence [Arab News 2]

In parallel, the government has pledged to make
climate resilience and demographic management core
elements of fiscal planning. Aurangzeb said climate
adaptation, disaster risk reduction, and population
stabilization would be embedded in annual budget
cycles, arguing that without fiscal integration,
environmental and social goals remain rhetorical. The
move aligns with IMF and multilateral lender
requirements linking macroeconomic stability to
climate and social resilience. Pakistan has so far
secured USD 1.3 billion from the IMF's RSF, USD 500
million from the Asian Development Bank, and access
to a 10-year Country Partnership Framework with the
World Bank valued at around USD 2 billion annually.
[Arab News]

To expand financing capacity, the government plans to
scale up green bonds, carbon markets, and debt-for-
nature swaps, building on pilot projects such as Sindh's
mangrove carbon credit program and the USD 90
million Acumen Climate Action Fund. Aurangzeb also
reaffirmed commitments to maintain fiscal buffers
amid global volatility and supply-chain realignments.
[Arab News 3]

Despite progress, he cautioned that rapid population
growth—currently 2.5 percent—and climate
vulnerability remain the main constraints to long-term
stability and growth. The government’s broader
objective, he said, is to achieve sustainable,
productivity-driven expansion that balances
macroeconomic stability with social and environmental
resilience. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan: Government unveils USD 100
billion maritime strategy and new trade
corridor with Romania

(Im) Pakistan has launched an ambitious USD 100
billion national maritime development plan, titled
Maritime @ 100, aimed at transforming the country's
largely underdeveloped coastal economy into a
regional blue-economy hub by 2047. The initiative,
announced by Minister for Maritime Affairs
Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry, sets out long-
term goals to expand the national shipping fleet,
modernize ports, reform fisheries, and establish a
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national Maritime University to strengthen training and
research capacity. [Arab News 1]

The strategy includes the construction of Pakistan’s
first Green Ship Repair and Recycling Yard at Port
Qasim, expansion of the Pakistan National Shipping
Corporation (PNSC) fleet, and modernization of the
Gaddani Ship-Breaking Yard to meet international
environmental and labor standards. The accompanying
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy 2025-2035
targets a doubling of seafood exports within one year.
A Maritime Education Endowment Fund will also be
created to finance training and academic programs in
maritime sciences. [Arab News 1]

In parallel, Pakistan is exploring a shipping corridor
with Romania, which would link Karachi Port with
Romania’s Port of Constanta on the Black Sea. This
route would provide a direct connection to Central and
Eastern Europe through the Danube River corridor, a
key inland waterway linking the Black Sea with
European trade centers. Talks between Pakistan'’s
Minister Chaudhry and Romanian ambassador Dan
Stoenescu covered cooperation in digital port systems,
environmental management, training, and investment.
[Arab News 2]

The plan follows the Pakistan International Maritime
Expo and Conference (PIMEC 2025) held in Karachi,
where 83 agreements worth about PKR 76 billion (USD
273 million) were signed between domestic and
international exhibitors. The four-day event drew 178
companies—including 28 foreign firms and delegations
from 44 countries—covering shipbuilding, port
management, marine technology, and logistics. [Arab
News 3]

Pakistan: Government readies 5G
spectrum auction to expand digital
infrastructure

(as) Pakistan is finalizing a nationwide 5G rollout plan
expected to reshape the country's digital and
investment landscape. At the 26th South Asia
Telecommunication Regulators Council meeting in
Islamabad, Information Technology Minister Shaza
Fatima confirmed that the government will auction
more than 600 MHz of spectrum to upgrade existing
3G and 4G networks and enable commercial 5G
deployment.

Pakistan now counts roughly 200 million mobile
subscribers and 150 million mobile broadband users.
Data consumption has risen by about 70 percent over
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the past five years, and the telecom sector has
recorded 17 percent annual revenue growth, reflecting
rising digital demand and investor interest. E-
commerce is growing in parallel, with online trade
valued at around USD 7.7 billion and projected to
exceed USD 10 billion in 2026. [PTA] [Arab News]
[Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan: Counterterrorism operation in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa targets militant
leadership

(my) A joint operation by the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and local
police in Ambiri Kalla, a rural area of Karak District in
northwestern Pakistan, resulted in the killing of a
senior militant linked to the banned group Fitna al-
Khawarij.

Fitna al-Khawarij is an extremist militant network active
along Pakistan’s western frontier and parts of
Afghanistan. The group, which draws ideological
inspiration from transnational jihadist movements, is
banned under Pakistan's Anti-Terrorism Act for
conducting attacks against security forces and civilians.
The raid forms part of Pakistan's broader
counterterrorism campaign in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Province, which borders Afghanistan and continues to
see intermittent militant activity. [The Express Tribune]

Seychelles: New President inaugurates
new cabinet with call for transparent and
accountable governance

(Im) Newly elected President Patrick Herminie formally
inaugurated his cabinet on November 6, marking the
operational start of his administration, which has
pledged integrity, transparency, and unity as guiding
principles. Fourteen ministers took their oaths before
the president, completing the transition from the
previous government to the new United Seychelles-led
executive. [State House, Seychelles 1]

In a special cabinet meeting later that day, Herminie
assigned ministerial portfolios and emphasized
teamwork, service, and accountability. He will
personally oversee the Departments of Defence, Legal
Affairs, and Public Administration, along with the
Agency for the Prevention of Drug Abuse and
Rehabilitation and the Mental Health Care Agency —
reflecting his long-standing commitment to tackling
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drug addiction and mental health challenges. Vice
President Sebastien Pillay was entrusted with a broad
modernization and infrastructure portfolio, including
information technology, housing, and disaster
management. [State House, Seychelles 2]

Herminie's cabinet inauguration follows his victory in
the October presidential runoff, where he won 52.7
percent of the vote against former President Wavel
Ramkalawan. His return of the United Seychelles party
to power after five years in opposition ended the
incumbent’s post-pandemic tenure. During the
campaign, Herminie pledged to lower the cost of living,
strengthen public services, and implement the
recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. [AIR No. 41, October/2025, 2]

Sri Lanka: 2026 budget maintains IMF
alignment but government rejects select
measures to ease domestic strain

(ss/Im) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake presented the 2026 national budget to
Parliament on November 7, outlining a fiscal plan
designed to consolidate the country's fragile economic
recovery under its ongoing International Monetary
Fund (IMF) program. While the budget reaffirms
Colombo’s commitment to fiscal discipline and investor
confidence, officials have acknowledged that some IMF
recommendations were rejected to accommodate local
political and social realities.

Trade Minister Wasantha Samarasinghe told
Parliament that the government declined IMF
proposals to introduce a nationwide property tax in
March 2025, delaying implementation to 2027, and to
limit public sector salary increases to below the
inflation rate. According to the minister, the
government informed the IMF that salary hikes must
exceed inflation in line with its electoral mandate and
public expectations. The remarks underscore Sri
Lanka's attempt to balance the structural reform
agenda agreed with the IMF and the immediate
pressures of inflation, unemployment, and social
discontent. [Daily Mirror 1]

The 2026 budget, Dissanayake’s second since taking
office, builds on the IMF's four-year USD 3 billion
Extended Fund Facility (EFF), approved in March 2023
after Sri Lanka's sovereign default in 2022—its first in
history. The country has since completed four IMF
reviews, the latest in July 2025, which released USD 350
million in additional financing.
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According to official figures, inflation has returned to
single digits, foreign reserves have risen to USD 6.1
billion, and Sri Lanka has achieved a primary fiscal
surplus of 2.3 percent. The 2026 plan projects a budget
deficit of 5.2 percent of GDP and state revenue
reaching 15.3 percent of GDP, targets broadly
consistent with IMF expectations. Continued
disbursements—another USD 347 million tranche is
due in 2026—depend on maintaining fiscal discipline,
improving tax collection, and curbing public spending.
[Daily Mirror 2]

The budget allocates major spending to healthcare,
education, welfare, and digital infrastructure, while
expanding investment in transportation, agriculture,
and housing. Tax reforms include extending the Social
Security Contribution Levy to imports and
manufacturing and shifting several goods to a value-
added tax (VAT) regime.

To attract foreign direct investment, the president
pledged to revise key legal frameworks—including the
Strategic Development Projects Act and the Colombo
Port City Commission Act—and to introduce a new
Investment Protection Act in early 2026. He also
announced plans for a digital “Single Window" system
under the Board of Investment (BOI) to streamline
approvals for investors. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Opposition parties criticized the budget, calling it
overly dependent on IMF directives. Opposition Leader
Sajith Premadasa described it as an IMF-dictated plan
that fails to address poverty, unemployment, and the
needs of farmers and small businesses. S)B
parliamentarian Harsha de Silva said the budget
reflected ideological confusion, combining free-market
rhetoric with protectionist policies. [Daily Mirror 5]
[Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Opposition factions unite
ahead of major rally

(Im) Sri Lanka’s political landscape is heating up ahead
of a major opposition rally scheduled for November 21
in Nugegoda, a populous suburb of Colombo known as
a traditional stronghold of Sinhala nationalist politics
and a frequent site for major opposition gatherings.
The rally is being organized by the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP)—the opposition party led by the
Rajapaksa family—in coordination with the main
opposition Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and several
smaller opposition groups.
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Framed by its organizers as a public “wake-up call,” the
demonstration, according to the SLPP, seeks to draw
attention to what it describes as growing public
frustration over economic hardship, corruption
allegations, and policy inconsistencies within President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake's government.

In a notable political gesture, Namal Rajapaksa, the
SLPP's National Organizer and son of former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, visited the SLFP headquarters in
Colombo for the first time in a decade to coordinate
the event. The meeting brought together senior SLFP
leaders, including Chairman Nimal Siripala de Silva and
General Secretary Duminda Dissanayake, who
described the initiative as an effort to “unite all
opposition parties on the same platform for
democracy.” The move is particularly symbolic since
the SLPP originally split from the SLFP in 2015 and later
eclipsed it as the dominant vehicle for the Rajapaksa
political network. [Daily Mirror 1]

The opposition insists that the rally is not an attempt
to topple the government, but rather to demand
accountability and course correction. Geethanath
Cassilingam, the SLPP's Jaffna District Organizer, said
the protest aims to expose the administration’s
“arrogance and inaction,” citing rising living costs,
questionable tenders, and abrupt shifts in
International Monetary Fund (IMF) policy. He also
accused the ruling National People’'s Power (NPP)
alliance of politicizing state institutions and using the
ongoing anti-narcotics campaign to deflect attention
from governance failures. [Daily Mirror 2]

Namal Rajapaksa reiterated these criticisms, claiming
that less than half of the previous year's budget
commitments have been implemented and accusing
the government of “deceptive politics” and “doing
politics based on the pickpocket theory"—a local
metaphor for political trickery. He also alleged that
authorities have used politically motivated
investigations to intimidate opposition figures. [Daily
Mirror 1]

While former President Mahinda Rajapaksa—who
governed Sri Lanka from 2005 to 2015—will not attend
the rally, he has endorsed the movement, signaling
support for the younger generation of SLPP leaders.
His absence is widely seen as a strategic move to
project unity in the opposition while allowing Namal
Rajapaksa to take a leading public role. [Daily Mirror 3]

However, the planned rally has sparked a wider
national debate. In an editorial, Daily Mirror Editor-in-
Chief Jamila Husain cautioned that large-scale protests
could undermine economic recovery and investor
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confidence, recalling the instability of the 2021-2022
crisis. The editorial argued that the NPP government,
elected with a two-thirds majority in 2024 to reform a
system weakened by decades of corruption, should be
given time to implement structural changes before
being subjected to mass agitation. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Government to convene all-
party conference to resolve provincial
council election deadlock

(Im) The Sri Lankan government has announced plans
to convene an all-party and civil society conference
aimed at resolving the legal and institutional paralysis
of the provincial council system, a cornerstone of the
country's post-conflict power-sharing framework that
has remained defunct since 2017.

According to Public Administration and Provincial
Councils Minister Dr. Chandana Abeyratne, the
initiative seeks to find a viable legal path to hold long-
delayed provincial council elections, which have been
stalled for eight years due to an unresolved
constitutional and electoral impasse. [Daily Mirror]

The problem stems from the introduction of a mixed
electoral system in 2017, followed by Parliament's
rejection of a key delimitation report required to
implement it. The failure to complete a subsequent
review process within the constitutional deadline left
the law governing elections inoperative, with no valid
mechanism now available to restore elected councils.

Since the expiration of all nine provincial councils
between 2018 and 2019, executive-appointed
governors have administered provincial affairs in place
of elected representatives. This has effectively
suspended one of the few institutional channels for
sub-national autonomy and minority representation in
Sri Lanka's unitary state.

The provincial council system, created under the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution (1987) as part of the
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, was designed to devolve power
to Sri Lanka's provinces—particularly to the Tamil-
majority Northern and Eastern regions—as a means of
addressing the structural roots of the country’s ethnic
conflict. The councils were empowered to manage
policy areas such as education, health, agriculture, and
local infrastructure, but have been widely criticized for
lacking fiscal and political independence from the
central government.
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Sri Lanka: Smaller party pledges support
to NPP-led government

(Im) The Ape Janabala Party, a minor political group in
Sri Lanka, has announced its full support for the
government led by the National People’s Power (NPP),
a left alliance headed by President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake. The Ape Janabala Party stated that it will
back the NPP's policy decisions and participate in
implementing national programs aimed at institutional
reform and economic recovery. It also pledged to
support the NPP in upcoming elections, signaling an
effort to consolidate smaller parties around the
president’s administration. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: High Court schedules pre-trial
conference in money-laundering case
involving ex-president’s son

(Im) The Colombo High Court has lined up November
12 for the pre-trial conference in the case against
Yoshitha Rajapaksa — son of former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa — and his grandmother Daisy
Forrest Wickremasinghe, under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act No. 5 of 2006 (PMLA). The
indictment alleges the two laundered between LKR 59
million and LKR 73 million (approx. USD 175 000-215
000) by depositing unlawfully acquired funds into
private bank fixed-deposits between March 2009 and
December 2013. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former president questioned
by anti-corruption commission over past
financial dealings

(Im) Former Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena
appeared before the Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) on
November 7 to provide a statement related to an
ongoing inquiry.

According to Sri Lankan media reports, the questioning
is believed to concern a 15-year-old financial fraud
case linked to an institution formerly associated with
Sirisena’s Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) — the long-
standing centrist party he once led before founding the
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)-aligned Sri Lanka
Freedom People’s Alliance. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Debate intensifies over planned
introduction of sex education in schools

(Im) A national debate has erupted in Sri Lanka over
the government'’s plan to introduce age-appropriate
sex education in schools from January 2026, with
religious leaders and state officials sharply divided
over the reform’s intent and scope.

Archbishop of Colombo Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith has
condemned the initiative as an “inappropriate” and
“foreign-backed” program that he claims threatens the
country's moral and cultural values. Speaking at a
church event in Meerigama, the Cardinal alleged that
the curriculum—developed with support from
international agencies such as the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA)—includes lessons on same-
sex relationships and birth control, which he described
as attempts to “import decayed Western values” into
Sri Lanka's education system. [Daily Mirror 1]

In response, Prime Minister and Education Minister
Harini Amarasuriya defended the reform, emphasizing
that the proposed curriculum will be age-appropriate
and designed to protect children from sexual abuse,
not promote ideological change. She cited
recommendations from the Health Ministry, the Family
Health Bureau, and the National Child Protection
Authority (NCPA), all of which have identified child
sexual abuse as a growing national concern. [Daily
Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: U.S. crude excluded from oil
import tender due to higher prices

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Ceylon Petroleum Corporation (CPC)
has confirmed that crude oil from the United States,
specifically West Texas Intermediate (WTI) — a
benchmark grade of light, sweet crude used as a global
pricing standard — did not qualify for import in the
country’s latest procurement round due to price
concerns.

Colombo had included U.S. crude in its import tenders
as part of a strategy to diversify suppliers and reduce
its trade deficit with Washington. However, the CPC
reported that only Murban crude, a lighter grade
mainly produced in the United Arab Emirates, met the
price and quality criteria in the tender that closed on
October 28.

Sri Lanka currently imports around 180,000 tons of
crude oil per month, primarily from Middle Eastern
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sources. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: ADB injects USD 100 million to
close final phase of financial sector
restructuring

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved
a USD 100 million loan to shore up Sri Lanka's financial
stability architecture, closing the third and final phase
of a multiyear support framework that has
underpinned the country’'s banking sector recovery
since the 2022 sovereign default.

The program targets several systemic vulnerabilities:
weak risk management and governance standards,
inadequate regulatory enforcement capacity, and
limited crisis-preparedness mechanisms within the
Central Bank and supervisory agencies. It builds
directly on prior ADB operations—totaling USD 400
million—that helped recapitalize banks and stabilize
liquidity during the 2022-2023 crisis period. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government reports 19 percent
annual decline in key commodity prices

(ss) Sri Lanka’s Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security, and Cooperative Development, Wasantha
Samarasinghe, announced that prices for 40 essential
consumer commodities fell by 19 percent in October
2025 compared to the same period last year. The data,
according to the ministry, indicate a broader easing of
inflationary pressure following months of relative price
stability in basic goods.

Expanding the monitored basket to 55-60 items,
Samarasinghe said the average decline remains
around 19 percent, while 15 categories still recorded
year-on-year price increases of about 9.5 percent. The
government attributed the overall improvement to
targeted interventions—including stricter market
monitoring, import facilitation for key staples, and
improved supply chain coordination—introduced to
curb food inflation and stabilize essential goods. [Daily.
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Audit calls for stricter oversight
of private healthcare sector
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(Im) Sri Lanka's Health Ministry is considering tighter
regulation of private hospitals and clinics following the
release of a recent audit report that urges
comprehensive reforms to ensure fair pricing,
consistent standards, and improved patient care
across the country’s growing private healthcare sector.

The report recommends establishing a national
framework to grade all private medical institutions,
introduce a transparent and affordable fee structure,
and create a formal mechanism to monitor and
evaluate service quality. It also highlights the need to
enforce minimum qualifications for both medical and
administrative staff, require regular professional
training, and strengthen oversight of clinical practices
to guarantee patient safety.

In addition, the audit proposes the creation of an
online platform for public complaints to facilitate the
reporting of malpractice, overcharging, or service
deficiencies, with a system to ensure timely
investigation and redress. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Authorities intensify anti-drug
operations as separatist-linked trafficking
networks resurface

(Im) Sri Lankan and Indian security agencies have
intensified counter-narcotics and maritime surveillance
following intelligence reports that a major South Asian
organized crime network led by fugitive underworld
figure Dawood Ibrahim has formed an alliance with
remnants of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

Dawood Ibrahim, an Indian national wanted for
terrorism, money laundering, and narcotics trafficking,
heads a transnational syndicate—often called the D-
Company—that operates across South Asia, the Middle
East, and parts of Africa. The LTTE, meanwhile, was a
separatist organization that fought a 26-year civil war
to establish an independent Tamil state in northern Sri
Lanka before being militarily defeated in 2009. Despite
its military collapse, intelligence services report that
former LTTE operatives and sympathizers have
maintained smuggling and financial networks across
the Palk Strait, the narrow body of water separating
India and Sri Lanka.

According to Indian intelligence assessments, the
Dawood network—facing intensified police action in
western and northern India—has shifted its narcotics
trade to southern India and Sri Lanka, exploiting LTTE-
linked maritime channels once used for arms and
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contraband during the war. In exchange for logistical
support and local cover, the LTTE remnants gain access
to new financial flows, which could help sustain their
underground networks. Officials describe the
collaboration as a “strategic convergence between
capital and logistics”, combining Dawood's global
financial reach with the LTTE's deep regional
familiarity. [Daily Mirror 1]

Parallel to these regional developments, Sri Lanka
continues one of its largest nationwide anti-drug
operations to date [see AIR No. 44, November/2025, 1].
Under the “Ratama Ekata - A Nation United” campaign,
initiated by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in
late October, police and military units conducted over
1,000 raids in early November, arresting 980 suspects
and seizing 3.3 kilograms of heroin, 1.1 kilograms of
methamphetamine, 54 kilograms of cannabis, and
more than 204,000 cannabis plants. [Daily Mirror 2]

Earlier, Sri Lanka’s Army Intelligence Unit had led major
seizures in Galle and Matara districts, confiscating
heroin valued at LKR 75 million (USD 255,000) and
illegal wallapatta (agarwood) worth LKR 662 million
(USD 2.25 million). [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Scrutiny raised over helicopter
repair tender awarded by Defence
Ministry

(Im) Sri Lankan Cabinet Spokesman and Minister
Nalinda Jayatissa announced that he will seek
clarification from the Ministry of Defence regarding a
recently awarded helicopter repair contract after
concerns emerged over regulatory compliance. The
tender, which had three bidders, was awarded despite
reports that one of the mandatory conditions—
approval from the original helicopter manufacturer—
may not have been fully verified.

A further condition required the contractor to secure
approval from the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) of
Georgia, where the repairs are to be carried out. The
Georgian CAA has stated it has “no objection” to the
work but clarified that the helicopters in question have
not been registered with the authority since 2022,
raising questions about oversight and legality. [Daily
Mirror]
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Cambodia: Union leader released from
prison

(dgl) Morm Rithy, head of the Cambodian Tourism and
Service Workers Federation, was released after serving
an 18-month prison sentence. He had been convicted
of incitement, defamation, and undermining court
procedures following a complaint by Jin Bei Group, a
Sihanoukville casino operator, which he had criticized
for labor rights violations. Rithy was initially charged in
absentia and arrested in May 2024.

Civil society and labor organizations welcomed his
release but warned that the case reflects a wider
pattern of intimidation and censorship targeting union
leaders defending workers' rights. LICADHO
highlighted Cambodia’s low ranking—141 out of 143—
in the 2025 World Justice Project Index, illustrating
persistent governance and judicial shortcomings that
erode public trust.

Rithy's family and fellow labor leaders expressed
support while acknowledging the continued risks
associated with his advocacy. Amnesty International
and other unions have cited similar cases, indicating
systemic challenges for worker representation and
limited legal remedies. [Khmer Times] [Kiripost]

Cambodia: USD 9.2 billion in investments
approved in first ten months of 2025
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(gm) Cambodia approved 575 fixed-asset investment
projects worth USD 9.2 billion between January and
October 2025, a 67 percent increase from the same
period last year, according to the Council for the
Development of Cambodia (CDC).

The projects span manufacturing, renewable energy,
infrastructure, tourism, agriculture, and agro-industry,
with an estimated 400,000 new jobs expected
nationwide.

China remained Cambodia’s largest foreign investor,
accounting for 52 percent of total investment capital,
followed by domestic investors, Singapore, and
Vietnam. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Major raids target expanding
foreign-led online scam networks

(dgl) Cambodia has intensified its crackdown on
transnational online scam operations, arresting more
than 900 suspects—mostly foreign nationals—in two
major police raids carried out this month in Preah
Sihanouk and Svay Rieng provinces.

The latest operation took place on November 9, when
police raided the former Galaxy World Casino in Preah
Sihanouk City. Acting on intelligence that the facility
was being used for online fraud, authorities arrested
263 foreign nationals, including 207 Chinese citizens
and others from Bangladesh, Pakistan, Vietnam,
Myanmar, Nepal, Malaysia, and Laos. Thousands of
electronic devices used in the scams were confiscated,
and the casino was temporarily shut down and placed
under police control. [Cambodianess 1]

Earlier, on November 4, security forces detained 658
suspects in Svay Rieng's Bavet Kandal village during
two coordinated raids led by the Ministry of Interior's
Inter-Ministerial Commission for Combating Online
Scams (CCOS). The suspects were accused of running
fraudulent investment platforms, fake banking and
romance schemes, and using Al-generated deepfakes
for identity theft.

Over the past two years, Cambodian authorities have
deported nearly 15,000 foreign nationals implicated in
similar operations. [Cambodianess 2]

Indonesia: Former President Suharto
declared National Hero, sparking
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discontent over historical whitewashing

(ms) Indonesia has posthumously awarded former
president and long-time ruler Suharto the title of
national hero (pahlawan nasional), a decision that has
ignited widespread criticism from civil society groups,
historians, and victims' families who accuse the
government of attempting to whitewash decades of
authoritarian rule.

The award was conferred during a state ceremony in
Jakarta, presided over by President Prabowo Subianto,
Suharto's former son-in-law and current head of state.
Suharto’s children accepted the honor on his behalf,
with officials praising the late leader’s “contributions to
national independence and stability.”

Suharto, who led Indonesia from 1967 to 1998,
presided over a period marked by economic expansion
but also by widespread corruption, cronyism,
censorship, and systemic human rights abuses. His
regime oversaw the 1965-66 anti-communist purges,
during which at least half a million people were killed.
He resigned amid nationwide protests and deadly riots
in 1998, dying eight years later without facing trial.

Rights groups, including Amnesty International
Indonesia, condemned the decision, calling it “a blatant
attempt to rewrite history” and “an insult to victims still
seeking justice.” Protests erupted outside the
Presidential Palace, with demonstrators carrying signs
reading “Stop the whitewashing of the general of
butchery” and “Thousands died, and the country chose
to forget.”

Observers view the move as politically motivated.
Analysts say Prabowo's close personal and ideological
ties to Suharto—he served under him as a military
commander before being discharged in 1998 over
alleged involvement in the kidnapping of pro-
democracy activists—make the decision a symbolic
consolidation of power and a nod to Indonesia’s
military establishment.

The nomination, reportedly proposed by Social Affairs
Minister Saifullah Yusuf, was part of an annual list of
ten new national heroes, which unusually also includes
Abdurrahman “Gus Dur” Wahid, Suharto'’s reformist
successor, and Marsinah, a labor activist murdered
under Suharto’s regime.

The controversy coincides with plans by the Ministry of
Education and Culture to release new history
textbooks next year that reportedly present a more
“balanced” portrayal of the Suharto era—a move critics
fear could institutionalize the government's revisionist



narrative and blur accountability for past abuses.
[Fulcrum] [The Guardian]

Indonesia: President Prabowo's approval
steady at around 80 percent

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto's public approval
rating remains high at 78 percent, according to a
national survey by Indikator Politik Indonesia released
on 8 November 2025. The figure shows little change
from January’'s 80.9 percent, underscoring continued
public support one year into his presidency despite a
turbulent political and economic environment.

The survey, conducted between 20 and 27 October
among 1,220 respondents nationwide, found
Indonesians most satisfied with Prabowo’s
performance on security, anti-corruption efforts, and
social assistance programmes, including his flagship
free-meals initiative. Approval was lowest on economic
management, where slower household spending and
modest GDP growth of 5.04 percent in the third
quarter (see article below) have tempered expectations
for the government's 8 percent growth target by 2029.

Public discontent has also surfaced over protests
against the expanded role of the military in civilian
affairs, a policy critics warn could blur democratic
boundaries. Nevertheless, Prabowo’s background as a
former general and his assertive style continue to
appeal to voters seeking stability and order.

Analysts say the findings reflect both enduring
personal popularity and limited tolerance for open
criticism under tightening political conditions.
Indikator, one of Indonesia’s most reputable pollsters,
uses face-to-face interviews and reports a 2.9 percent
margin of error, making its data broadly reliable,
though observers note that social desirability bias may
slightly inflate approval scores.

Prabowo'’s challenge now lies in translating popularity
into economic performance, maintaining investor
confidence while navigating protests and concerns
about civil-military balance in Southeast Asia's largest
democracy. [Reuters] [The Strait Times]

Indonesia: Fire at judge’s home adds
tension to graft case linked to son-in-law
of former president
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(ms) Police in Medan, North Sumatra, are investigating
a fire that broke out on 4 November 2025 at the home
of Judge Khamozaro Waruwu, who is presiding over a
major corruption trial involving senior officials in the
provincial government. The blaze damaged several
rooms in the judge’s residence, and forensic teams are
working to determine whether it was accidental or
deliberate.

The timing of the incident drew national attention
because the judge had recently instructed prosecutors
to summon Governor Bobby Nasution—the son-in-law
of former president Joko Widodo—to testify in the trial.
The proceedings concern allegations that Topan Obaja
Putra Ginting, head of the North Sumatra Public Works
and Spatial Planning Agency, accepted kickbacks from
contractors in exchange for road-building tenders
worth hundreds of billions of rupiah. The prosecution
has suggested that irregularities may have involved
broader networks within the provincial administration.

While Nasution has not been accused of wrongdoing,
his expected appearance in court has political
significance. He is viewed as part of the post-Jokowi
generation of regional leaders and is seen as a rising
figure within the ruling coalition. Any suggestion of
misconduct among his subordinates—or pressure on
the judiciary—could affect both his public image and
perceptions of continuity in the Widodo political orbit.

The fire has therefore heightened concerns about
judicial independence and witness security in politically
sensitive corruption cases. It also highlights the
persistent challenges faced by Indonesia’s anti-
corruption efforts, which have weakened since the
Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) lost much of
its autonomy in 2019 reforms. Those reforms placed
the KPK under tighter government oversight, requiring
investigators to become civil servants and subjecting
key decisions—such as wiretaps and prosecutions—to
external approval, reducing its ability to act
independently. [Tempo] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Anti-graft agency investigates
Whoosh railway and Riau governor in
separate corruption cases

(ms) Indonesia’s Corruption Eradication Commission
(KPK) is pressing ahead with two major investigations
— one into alleged irregularities in the Jakarta-
Bandung high-speed railway “Whoosh” project and
another targeting Riau Governor Abdul Wahid — in
what observers view as a key test of President
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Prabowo Subianto’s resolve to strengthen anti-
corruption enforcement.

The Whoosh project, inaugurated in 2023 as Southeast
Asia’s first high-speed train, has faced long-standing
scrutiny over cost overruns and opaque procurement.
The KPK confirmed this week that its preliminary
investigation into possible corruption in the USD 7.2
billion project is ongoing despite the president’s
assurances that there were “no major problems” with
its debt.

KPK deputy chair Johanis Tanak said investigators are
still collecting evidence to determine whether criminal
acts occurred during the project’s construction by PT
Kereta Cepat Indonesia China (KCIC), a joint venture
between Indonesian state-owned enterprises and
Chinese partners. The probe gained momentum after
former minister Mahfud MD alleged that construction
costs reached USD 52 million per kilometer, far higher
than the USD 17 million per kilometer average for
comparable projects in China.

Tanak emphasized that the inquiry is proceeding
“without interference,” saying it would provide “legal
certainty” regardless of the outcome. Analysts note
that the case could determine whether Indonesia’s
major infrastructure projects remain prone to cost
inflation and weak oversight.

Separately, the KPK on 6 November named Riau
Governor Abdul Wahid a suspect in an extortion case
after a sting operation in Pekanbaru earlier in the
week. Abdul allegedly demanded USD 420,000 (IDR 7
billion) in illicit payments from officials at the provincial
Public Works Agency in exchange for larger project
budgets. Investigators seized USD 95,000 (IDR 1.6
billion) in cash and arrested two associates.

The two cases underscore both the enduring scope of
local-level corruption and the risks of graft in national
infrastructure projects, testing the reach of an anti-
corruption body that has lost autonomy since the 2019
KPK law reforms placed it under government
supervision.

For Prabowo’s administration, the outcome of these
probes will serve as an early indicator of whether
Indonesia’s long-weakened anti-corruption system can
still hold the powerful to account. [The Jakarta Post 1]
[The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Constitutional Court mandates
30 percent gender quota in all House
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bodies

(ms) Indonesia’s Constitutional Court has ruled that at
least 30 percent of members in all internal bodies of
the House of Representatives (DPR) must be women, in
a landmark decision aimed at addressing the
persistent gender imbalance in the country’s political
institutions.

The ruling, issued on 30 October 2025, amends the
interpretation of the Legislative Institutions (MD3) Law,
which previously contained no provision requiring
gender representation. The Court declared the
omission unconstitutional, citing Indonesia’s
constitutional principles of equality and non-
discrimination.

Under the new mandate, the 30 percent minimum
applies to all parliamentary structures — including
commissions, ethics and budgetary committees, and
leadership bodies. The justices argued that women'’s
participation must extend beyond areas traditionally
associated with social or family issues to include
sectors such as defense, energy, law, and finance,
where decisions have far-reaching social impacts.

The decision followed a judicial review petition by the
Indonesian Women'’s Coalition, Perludem, and
constitutional scholar Titi Anggraini, who argued that
the absence of a quota contradicted Indonesia’s other
electoral and party laws, which already stipulate a
similar threshold for women'’s political participation.

In its ruling, the Court said that the quota provides
“measurable legal certainty” and ensures that women's
perspectives are not sidelined in policymaking. It also
emphasized that the measure is necessary to make
gender equality “real and actionable,” not merely
rhetorical.

Political parties have pledged to comply with the
decision, which is legally binding and expected to
influence future revisions of the MD3 Law.
Implementation will require parties to adjust their
internal selection mechanisms, potentially reshaping
the composition of Indonesia’s legislative leadership
and marking a significant advance in institutionalizing
gender parity in politics. [The Jakarta Post] [The Star]

Indonesia: Former President Suharto
declared National Hero, sparking
discontent over historical whitewashing
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(ms) Indonesia has posthumously awarded former
president and long-time ruler Suharto the title of
national hero (pahlawan nasional), a decision that has
ignited widespread criticism from civil society groups,
historians, and victims' families who accuse the
government of attempting to whitewash decades of
authoritarian rule.

The award was conferred during a state ceremony in
Jakarta, presided over by President Prabowo Subianto,
Suharto’s former son-in-law and current head of state.
Suharto's children accepted the honor on his behalf,
with officials praising the late leader’s “contributions to
national independence and stability.”

Suharto, who led Indonesia from 1967 to 1998,
presided over a period marked by economic expansion
but also by widespread corruption, cronyism,
censorship, and systemic human rights abuses. His
regime oversaw the 1965-66 anti-communist purges,
during which at least half a million people were killed.
He resigned amid nationwide protests and deadly riots
in 1998, dying eight years later without facing trial.

Rights groups, including Amnesty International
Indonesia, condemned the decision, calling it “a blatant
attempt to rewrite history” and “an insult to victims still
seeking justice.” Protests erupted outside the
Presidential Palace, with demonstrators carrying signs
reading “Stop the whitewashing of the general of
butchery” and “Thousands died, and the country chose
to forget.”

Observers view the move as politically motivated.
Analysts say Prabowo’s close personal and ideological
ties to Suharto—he served under him as a military
commander before being discharged in 1998 over
alleged involvement in the kidnapping of pro-
democracy activists—make the decision a symbolic
consolidation of power and a nod to Indonesia’s
military establishment.

The nomination, reportedly proposed by Social Affairs
Minister Saifullah Yusuf, was part of an annual list of
ten new national heroes, which unusually also includes
Abdurrahman “Gus Dur” Wahid, Suharto’s reformist
successor, and Marsinah, a labor activist murdered
under Suharto's regime.

The controversy coincides with plans by the Ministry of
Education and Culture to release new history
textbooks next year that reportedly present a more
“balanced” portrayal of the Suharto era—a move critics
fear could institutionalize the government'’s revisionist
narrative and blur accountability for past abuses.
[Fulcrum] [The Guardian]
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Indonesia: Remains of missing protesters
found in Jakarta building amid scrutiny of
police response

(ms) Indonesian police have confirmed that two sets of
human remains found in a burned office building in
Kwitang, Central Jakarta, belong to Reno Syahputra
Dewo (24) and Muhammad Farhan Hamid (23) —
protesters who disappeared during violent
demonstrations in August 2025. While forensic tests
have officially identified the pair, rights groups and
families are questioning how the bodies were missed
in earlier police searches, deepening controversy over
the handling of the unrest.

The remains were discovered on 30 October inside the
Astra Credit Companies (ACC) building, which was
torched during riots following the death of Affan
Kurniawan, an online motorcycle driver killed when
struck by a police tactical vehicle near the Mobile
Brigade (Brimob) headquarters on 29 August. The
protests that followed escalated into days of clashes
between demonstrators and security forces, leaving at
least ten people dead and dozens injured.

Police said DNA tests conducted by the National
Police’s Health and Medical Laboratory Division
(Labdokkes) confirmed the identities and found no
signs of blunt-force trauma, concluding that Reno and
Farhan likely died from smoke inhalation during the
blaze. Three suspects have been arrested for arson
and looting of the ACC building.

However, the Commission for Missing Persons and
Victims of Violence (KontraS) has challenged the
findings, noting that police had already sealed and
examined the site in September without locating any
bodies. The group also questioned why all CCTV
footage from nearby cameras was destroyed and
suggested the possibility that the remains were moved
after the fact. Kontra$S has urged an independent
investigation into the circumstances of the deaths and
the police’s role in the initial response.

The discovery has reignited debate over accountability
and transparency in Indonesia’s security institutions,
amid growing concern about restrictions on civic space
under President Prabowo Subianto’s administration.
For many Indonesians, the Kwitang case reflects
broader anxieties about impunity and state power in
the world's third-largest democracy — and whether
justice is possible when the state itself stands accused.
[Indonesia Business Post] [The Jakarta Post]
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Indonesia: Lawmakers’ light sanctions
over ethics scandal that started August’'s
protests, sparks criticism

(ms) Indonesia’s House of Representatives ethics
committee has come under fire for issuing only mild
sanctions against three lawmakers whose remarks on
legislative perks helped ignite nationwide protests in
August 2025. Analysts and civic groups say the decision
reflects a continuing lack of accountability among
political elites and deepens public distrust in
parliament.

The committee ruled on 6 November that Ahmad
Sahroni and Nafa Urbach of the NasDem Party and Eko
“Patrio” Hendro Purnomo of the National Mandate
Party (PAN) violated the chamber’s code of ethics over
their “arrogant public comments” defending generous
housing allowances. The three were suspended from
legislative duties for three to six months without pay.
Two others, Adies Kadir of Golkar and Surya “Uya Kuya”
Utama of PAN, were cleared of wrongdoing.

The lawmakers’ remarks, including Sahroni's claim that
protesters calling for the House's dissolution were “the
dumbest people in the world,” triggered student-led
demonstrations across the country and contributed to
a broader wave of social unrest. Protesters accused
the political class of indifference to widening inequality
and of using public funds for personal comfort.

Critics called the ethics ruling “insufficient and
symbolic,” arguing that the committee downplayed
misconduct by focusing on whether social-media
videos were manipulated rather than on the
lawmakers’' own statements. Student associations and
transparency advocates said the light penalties
showed how parliament protects its own members.

The controversy has become emblematic of
Indonesia’'s broader governance challenges under
President Prabowo Subianto, as opposition voices
warn that the combination of elite impunity, shrinking
civic space, and economic frustration is eroding faith in
democratic institutions. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The
Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Government to grant 1.4
million hectares of forest to indigenous
communities
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(ms) Indonesia will grant 1.4 million hectares of forest
rights to indigenous and customary-forest
communities, according to Forestry Minister Raja Juli
Antoni, announced on November 8, 2025. The
commitment, part of President Prabowo Subianto’s
broader agenda for environmental conservation and
indigenous welfare, was reaffirmed at the Climate
Summit in Belém, Brazil.

The initiative is tied to the 2025-2029 target for
recognising customary forests, following the
establishment of a Special Task Force in March 2025 to
accelerate legal recognition. Indonesia, home to the
world's third-largest tropical rainforest, faces criticism
that only a small fraction—Iless than 2 percent of
mapped customary forest—has been formally
acknowledged. While the government links forest-
rights recognition to lower deforestation rates of 30-50
percent, rights groups warn that persistent land
conflicts and delayed legislation threaten meaningful
progress. [Antara]

Indonesia: GDP grows 5.04 percent in third
quarter 2025, slightly below previous
period

(ms) Indonesia's gross domestic product (GDP) grew
5.04 percent year-on-year in the third quarter of 2025,
official data from Statistics Indonesia (BPS) showed on
November 5. The figure was marginally lower than the
5.12 percent recorded in the previous quarter but
exceeded most market projections.

On a quarterly basis, the economy expanded 1.43
percent, supported by household spending, exports,
and government expenditure. Household
consumption, which represents more than three-
quarters of GDP, grew 4.89 percent, slightly down from
4.97 percent in the previous quarter.

BPS reported that the manufacturing, agriculture, and
trade sectors contributed most to growth, while the
mining sector contracted due to lower global demand
for coal and reduced copper output in Papua.
Investment growth slowed to 5.04 percent year-on-
year, down from 6.99 percent in the second quarter.

Government spending increased 5.49 percent,
reversing a minor contraction earlier in the year.
Exports rose 9.91 percent, driven by shipments of
vegetable oil, steel, and automotive products.

The government has maintained its 5.2 percent full-
year growth target and expects stronger performance
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in the fourth quarter, citing a stimulus program worth
nearly USD 3 billion and ongoing infrastructure and
social spending.

Officials said additional measures to support
household consumption include food aid, tax
incentives, and employment programs.

President Prabowo Subianto has set a medium-term
target to lift annual growth to 8 percent by 2029,
underlining efforts to expand industrial investment
and downstream processing to strengthen the
domestic economy. [Indonesia Business Post]
[Reuters]

Indonesia: Government revives plan to
slash zeros from rupiah by 2027

(ms) Indonesia’s government is reviving long-discussed
plans to redenominate the rupiah, aiming to improve
economic efficiency, bolster currency credibility, and
simplify financial transactions. According to a Finance
Ministry regulation made public on November 8, the
Redenomination Bill is included in the ministry's 2025-
2029 strategic plan and is expected to be finalized by
2027.

The proposed reform would remove zeros from
existing rupiah denominations without changing their
real value or exchange rate. For example, under the
previous draft, 1,000 rupiah would become 1 rupiah in
the new system, though prices and wages would adjust
proportionally. The largest existing note of 100,000
rupiah, currently worth about USD 6, would thus
become a 100 rupiah note.

Indonesia last attempted a redenomination in 2013,
but the plan was shelved amid concerns about public
understanding and political timing. The latest proposal
appears in Finance Ministry Regulation No. 70/2025,
enacted earlier this month, and reflects renewed
confidence in macroeconomic stability.

The central bank, Bank Indonesia, has previously said it
is technically ready for redenomination but would only
proceed when inflation, public trust, and political
stability are secure. Analysts note that while
redenomination would not affect purchasing power,
public perception remains sensitive, as the country has
a history of inflation and currency crises. [Channel
News Asia] [Reuters]
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Indonesia: Government launches USD 22
billion plan to boost agricultural
processing and job creation

(ms) Indonesia will invest IDR 371 trillion (USD 22
billion) to develop large-scale agricultural processing
industries, aiming to create millions of jobs and reduce
reliance on raw commodity exports, officials said on
November 7.

The plan, led by the Agriculture Ministry with the
Investment and Downstream Industry Ministry and
sovereign wealth fund Danantara, focuses on building
new processing facilities for coconut, cocoa, cashew,
sugarcane, and palm oil. Turning raw harvests into
finished or semi-finished products, such as ails,
powders, and packaged foods, is expected to raise
export earnings and strengthen food security.

Agriculture Minister Andi Amran Sulaiman said the
initiative follows President Prabowo Subianto’s
directive to expand value-added industries and
improve rural incomes.

The investment is part of the 2025-2029 National
Development Plan and is projected to create up to
eight million jobs. An additional IDR 20 trillion (USD 1.2
billion) will support poultry and egg production for
Prabowo’s nationwide free meal program. [Antaral]
[Reuters]

Indonesia: USD 4 billion petrochemical
plant inaugurated to cut imports by USD
1.4 billion

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto inaugurated a USD 4
billion petrochemical complex in Cilegon, Banten, on
November 6, marking one of Indonesia's largest
industrial investments and a major step toward
reducing the country's reliance on imported
petrochemicals.

The plant, operated by Lotte Chemical Indonesia, is the
first naphtha cracker built in Indonesia in 30 years. It
can process 3.2 million tons of feedstock annually,
producing key industrial materials such as ethylene,
propylene, polyethylene, and polypropylene, which are
essential for plastics, automotive, and manufacturing
industries.

According to government projections, the facility could
cut petrochemical imports by about USD 1.4 billion per
year, while generating USD 2 billion in output value.
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Around 70 percent of production will serve domestic
industries, with the rest intended for export.

Prabowo said the project reflects his administration’s
strategy to boost industrial self-sufficiency through
downstream development across sectors beyond
mining, including oil and gas-based manufacturing.
The approach aims to strengthen Indonesia’s trade
balance and create higher-value jobs within the
country.

The Cilegon complex, completed after five years of
construction, is expected to anchor further investment
in petrochemical processing — a sector long
constrained by import dependence and limited
domestic refining capacity. [Jakarta Globe] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Government targets white
sugar self-sufficiency by 2026

(ms) Indonesia plans to achieve self-sufficiency in white
sugar by 2026, as part of President Prabowo Subianto'’s
agenda to strengthen food security and reduce import
dependence.

The program focuses on revitalizing sugarcane
plantations, modernizing mills, and expanding
downstream processing under an IDR 371 trillion (USD
22.2 billion) agricultural investment plan. The
Agriculture Ministry aims to boost sugarcane
productivity and expand plantations by 500,000
hectares while reactivating ten sugar factories across
Java and other regions.

The initiative is part of a broader effort to revive
Indonesia’s sugar industry, which was once among the
world's largest. Output in 2025 is projected to reach
2.75 million tons, the highest in five years. [Antara]

Indonesia: President Prabowo
inaugurates police reform committee

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto on November 7
inaugurated the National Police Reform Committee, a
10-member body tasked with formulating policies to
overhaul Indonesia’s police institution and strengthen
public trust following public protests and renewed
scrutiny over accountability within the force.

The committee, established under Presidential Decree
No. 122P/2025, is chaired by Jimly Asshiddigie, former
chief justice of the Constitutional Court. Its members
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include National Police Chief Listyo Sigit Prabowo,
former police leaders, ministers, and legal experts. The
team'’s mandate is to design a comprehensive and
sustainable reform framework aimed at improving
professionalism, transparency, and integrity within the
Indonesian National Police (Polri).

President Prabowo instructed the committee to begin
work immediately and submit an initial progress report
within three months, emphasizing that the task “must
be addressed quickly and effectively.” Jimly said the
group would consult widely with civil society,
academics, and police personnel, with the first meeting
scheduled for November 10 at police headquarters.

Indonesia’s police reform has been an ongoing process
since the separation of the police from the military in
1999, following the end of Suharto’s authoritarian rule.
While the change was meant to establish Polri as a
civilian law-enforcement agency under democratic
oversight, progress has been uneven. The institution
has faced repeated criticism for corruption, excessive
use of force, and weak internal accountability. Public
trust eroded further after a series of high-profile cases
— including misconduct during protests and
controversies over internal promotions — prompting
new calls for structural change.

However, the composition of the committee has
sparked debate. Analysts such as Bambang Rukminto
of the Institute for Security and Strategic Studies
(ISESS) warned that the inclusion of the police chief
and former top officers could weaken external
oversight and reduce independence. [Antara 1] [Antara
2] [Voice of Indonesia]

Indonesia: Dozens injured in Jakarta
mosque explosions; investigation ongoing

On 7 November 2025, explosions occurred during
Friday prayers at a mosque inside a school complex in
Jakarta's Kelapa Gading district, injuring at least 96
people, most of them students. Police identified a 17-
year-old student as a suspect and stated that he was
undergoing surgery following the incident. A “toy
weapon” with inscriptions was found at the scene, and
authorities said investigations are under way to
determine the cause and motive of the blasts.

According to police, the explosions caused injuries
ranging from minor to serious but no fatalities, and the
mosque sustained limited physical damage. National
Police Chief Listyo Sigit Prabowo said officers are
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examining the suspect’s background and environment
while maintaining security around the site.

Although Indonesia has a history of attacks on religious
and public targets, incidents involving mosques are
uncommon. The event has drawn attention to issues of
school safety and public security in urban areas, as
well as to ongoing efforts to monitor potential sources
of radicalization within educational settings. [Al
Jazeera] [Reuters]

Laos: National Assembly presses
government on economic performance as
reforms set stage for 2026 leadership
transition

The 10th Ordinary Session of the 9th National
Assembly opened in Vientiane on November 10 with
unusually frank criticism of the government’'s economic
management and implementation record. Delivering
remarks on behalf of the Standing Committee, Vice
President Sommat Pholsena urged the cabinet to
intensify efforts to tackle financial instability, improve
living standards, and enforce laws more effectively.

While official data show gross domestic product
growth meeting planned targets, the Assembly noted
that average per-capita income reached only USD
2,085, well below the target of USD 2,880, due largely
to continuing depreciation of the kip, the national
currency. The service sector expanded by just 4.52
percent, falling short of its 6 percent goal and
accounting for only 36.1 percent of GDP, compared to
the target of 40.7 percent. Lawmakers cited weak
structural transformation, limited industrial
processing, and low agricultural productivity as
persistent obstacles to sustainable development.

Observers described the session’s tone as reflecting
growing impatience within the legislature and ruling
Lao People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP) with slow
policy execution. Development partners, including the
UNDP and Asian Development Bank, have called for
stronger coordination between fiscal and monetary
policy, along with greater transparency in foreign-
exchange management. Independent economists on
social media called the session “a test of
implementation discipline,” warning that chronic
inflation, resource mismanagement, and declining
investor confidence continue to erode economic
stability.
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The Assembly’s deliberations come amid a broader
institutional transformation preceding Laos's 2026
leadership transition. Following a constitutional
amendment and major government restructuring in
2025, the administration of President Thongloun
Sisoulith has sought to consolidate its legacy through
the creation of a leaner, more technocratic governance
model. Key reforms included the merger of the
Ministry of Planning and Investment with the Ministry
of Finance, integration of energy, mining, and industry
portfolios, and the reorganization of local
administrations to strengthen decentralization and
anti-corruption mechanisms.

Analysts see these moves as laying the groundwork for
a generational shift in Lao politics, with younger
technocrats expected to assume greater roles in
economic management after the 12th Party Congress
in early 2026. Still, many caution that the success of
these reforms will depend on improved institutional
accountability and effective oversight—areas where
Laos continues to face significant challenges.

The session, chaired by National Assembly President
Saysomphone Phomvihane, runs until November 21
and includes deliberations on the 2025-26 budget,
monetary policy, and preparations for next year's
legislative elections. [East Asia Forum] [Lao News
Agency 1] [Lao News Agency 2]

Laos: Government targets 4.8 percent GDP
growth for 2025 despite fiscal pressures

(ms) Laos’ economy is expected to grow 4.8 percent by
the end of 2025, according to Prime Minister Sonexay
Siphandone, who presented the government's report
to the 10th Ordinary Session of the 9th National
Assembly (see article above).

Over the current five-year plan (2021-2025), GDP has
expanded at an average 4.24 percent annually, driven
by agriculture, industry, and electricity exports. The
agricultural sector grew 2.9 percent, exceeding targets,
while industry rose 4.7 percent. Services increased by
4.5 percent, below the 6 percent goal, weighed down
by weak tourism and lower tax revenues.

Persistent inflation, currency depreciation, and high
import prices have eroded household incomes,
prompting more Lao workers to seek jobs abroad.
Despite these challenges, the government pledged to
maintain macroeconomic stability, strengthen food
and energy security, and sustain production growth.
Officials said meeting the 4.8 percent target would
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mark steady progress under Laos's five-year socio-
economic development plan. [Lao News Agency]

Laos: World Bank backs next phase of
financial transparency reforms

(ms) Laos has launched the second phase of its Public
Financial Management (PFM) reform project,
supported by USD 17.5 million from the World Bank’s
International Development Association (IDA). The
initiative, titled Enhancing Public Financial Management
through ICT and Skills - Phase Il, aims to strengthen the
country’s fiscal governance through digital
transformation and capacity building.

The project focuses on upgrading the Integrated
Financial Management Information System (IFMIS)—a
nationwide digital platform that tracks government
budgets, expenditures, and revenues in real time.
Officials said the system will now be expanded to all
ministries, provinces, and district-level spending units.
This will allow officials to prepare budgets, record
transactions, and produce financial reports within a
unified digital framework, reducing inefficiency and
opportunities for misuse of public funds.

The first phase of the project (2019-2024) introduced
IFMIS and began digital budgeting and training for
finance staff. The new phase builds on that foundation
by expanding technical tools, standardising financial
procedures, and training additional civil servants.

The broader PFM strategy aligns with Laos's ongoing
effort to modernise fiscal administration under its five-
year socio-economic development plan. By digitising
state finances, the government seeks to curb
corruption, improve efficiency, and enable data-driven
decision-making across critical sectors such as
education, health, energy, and infrastructure. [The
Laotian Times]

Laos: Work begins on National Road No.
13 South rehabilitation

(ms) Rehabilitation of National Road No. 13 South, one
of Laos's most important transport arteries, has
officially begun, covering a 38-kilometer stretch from
Tha Khaek district in Khammouane to Se Bang Fai
district in Savannakhet.

Construction will take three years, followed by seven
years of maintenance. The upgraded road—capable of


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jjj/

supporting 11-ton axle loads—will improve domestic
and regional transport efficiency along the central-
south corridor.

National Road No. 13 forms the backbone of Laos's
transport network and serves as a crucial segment of
the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) corridor, linking
China and Thailand through Laos. Its rehabilitation
therefore strengthens the country’s ambition to
become a land-linked hub and a central player in
regional trade and logistics. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Alleged scam operations linked to
provincial governor’'s family spark online
outrage

(ms) Social media in Laos erupted this week after
allegations surfaced that relatives of Luang Namtha
Governor Viengsavath Siphandone are involved in
running scam and online gambling operations from a
building in Vientiane Capital.

According to posts on Lao social media, a company
named Lao Cyber Management Co. Ltd., registered
under Sokxay Soukhavong, is allegedly being used as a
base for online fraud and gambling. The posts claim
the governor’s wife Somvilayvong Soukhavong and
their three children divide responsibilities across
several illicit operations. One son is said to manage
construction of scam-related buildings in
Khammouane Province, another to operate gambling
websites from the Vientiane facility, while their
daughter allegedly channels proceeds into a silk
business.

While these claims remain unverified, the story has
drawn widespread attention online, reflecting growing
public frustration over elite impunity. One commenter
wrote, “Descendants of top officials can do whatever
they want due to wealth and strong connections.”
Others expressed fear that scam networks, previously
concentrated in the Golden Triangle Special Economic
Zone (GTSEZ) in Bokeo Province, are now spreading
nationwide.

The government has not responded to the allegations.
However, the timing is sensitive: in October, Laos
signed the United Nations Convention on Cybercrime,
pledging to strengthen its legal framework against
online fraud. Authorities have also conducted joint
operations with Vietnam, arresting dozens of suspects
from scam centres in the GTSEZ earlier this year.
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Observers note that the latest allegations—whether
proven or not—highlight Laos's struggle to contain
cybercrime networks that often operate with political
protection. Analysts warn that relocation of scam
activities from border SEZs to the capital could
complicate enforcement and damage Laos's reputation
as it seeks foreign investment and deeper economic
integration. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party
plans judicial review and rally against US
trade deal

(dqgl) The opposition Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS)
is considering a judicial review and a mass rally to
oppose Malaysia's recent trade agreement with the
United States, citing concerns over national
sovereignty. Party information chief Ahmad Fadhli
Shaari said the measures aim to highlight the deal’s
potential limitations on Malaysia's digital policy
autonomy and obligations under US export controls,
which could affect ties with non-Western partners.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim defended the
agreement, signed with US President Donald Trump on
October 26, emphasizing legal compliance and
Malaysia's pragmatic “give and take” approach in trade.
Investment Minister Tengku Zafrul Aziz warned that
the deal safeguards the jobs of 1.1 million workers
across more than 7,700 Malaysian firms exporting to
the US. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Former prime minister’'s
corruption trial set for March 2026

(tl) The High Court has scheduled the trial of former
Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin to begin in March
2026, where he faces seven charges related to abuse
of power and money laundering involving over MYR
432 million (USD 90.72 million).

Prosecutors plan to call about 30 witnesses. The
charges accuse Muhyiddin, during his tenure as prime
minister and Bersatu (Malaysian United Indigenous
Party) president, of abusing his position to solicit MYR
232.5 million (USD 48.83 million) in bribes related to
the Jana Wibawa project from several companies and
individuals between 2020 and 2021. He is also accused
of receiving MYR 200 million (USD 42 million) in illegal
proceeds through Bersatu’'s bank accounts from 2021
to 2022.
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Muhyiddin previously sought to have the charges
dropped, but his appeal was rejected by the Attorney
General's Chambers in August. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Sabah Law Society challenges
move to make Malay version of
constitution authoritative

(ea) The Sabah Law Society (SLS) has filed a court case
at the High Court of Sabah and Sarawak, seeking a
declaration that the consent of the two East Malaysian
states must be obtained before any move to make the
Bahasa Malaysia (BM) translation of the Federal
Constitution the authoritative text. The Federal
Constitution was originally drafted in English and has
remained the authoritative version since 1963, while
the BM translation, introduced in 2003, has not been
formally adopted.

SLS argues that such a move cannot bypass
constitutional safeguards, which requires the
agreement of Sabah and Sarawak for any
constitutional amendment affecting language, religion,
or native rights. In this case, the society contends that
making the BM translation of the Federal Constitution
the authoritative text would fall within that scope.
These safeguards reflect the special protections
granted to the two East Malaysian states under the
Malaysia Agreement 1963, which formed the basis of
their entry into the Malaysian federation.

SLS explained that its case aims to prevent potential
inconsistencies between the English and BM versions
of the Constitution from altering citizens' rights or
weakening key legal protections for Sabah and
Sarawak. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: National utility launches multi-
pronged renewable energy plan to
support net zero goal

(ea) Malaysia's largest national utility, Tenaga Nasional
Berhad (TNB), has unveiled a multi-pronged renewable
energy strategy aimed at helping achieve net zero
emissions by 2050. The plan includes expanding
renewable energy (RE) capacity through hybrid solar-
hydro and hydrogen projects as well as strengthening
regional grid connectivity through the ASEAN Power
Grid (APG). [The Star]
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In Terengganu, TNB is developing the Hybrid Hydro-
Floating Solar and Green Hydrogen Hub, part of its
wider 2.5 GW hybrid solar-hydro initiative launched
this year. It combines the use of solar and hydro
resources with hydrogen production to diversify the
company’s renewable portfolio. TNB also plans to
enhance cross-border electricity trade with Vietnam
and Singapore under the APG initiative. These
interconnections aim to boost regional energy security
and facilitate the exchange of renewable electricity
within Southeast Asia. [Solar Quarter]

Under its carbon management roadmap, TNB targets a
5 percent reduction in emissions intensity from 2025.
The company also plans to help industrial clients cut
their Scope 2 emissions, which are indirect greenhouse
gas emissions from the generation of purchased
electricity, steam, heat, or cooling that an organization
consumes. [The Star]

Malaysia: Government aims for to 20 in
global innovation index

(tl) Malaysia plans to implement strategic measures to
boost its ranking in the Global Innovation Index (Gll),
targeting a position among the world's top 20 nations
through strengthening cross-agency cooperation and
enhancing monitoring across government agencies.
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced that the
decision was made during a National Science Council
meeting.

Anwar said the Gl serves as a key benchmark for
assessing Malaysia's innovation capacity and global
competitiveness, which help guiding national strategies
toward becoming a high-technology nation by 2030.

Moreover, the meeting also discussed improving
funding mechanisms for science, technology and
innovation (STI) programs to ensure greater efficiency
and impact. While emphasizing the role of public-
private partnerships, Anwar noted that better
coordination of mission-oriented research and
development (R&D) efforts is essential to ensure
innovations directly benefit society and support
Malaysia's long-term development goals. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government to offer free
education to students from extremely
poor background
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(t) Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim announced that
starting from next year, Malaysia will implement free
education for citizens from extremely poor families,
covering all levels from preschool to university. The
initiative, revealed during the closing ceremony of the
Putrajaya Festival of Ideas (FOI) 2025, aims to uplift
underprivileged communities despite ongoing fiscal
constraints.

Anwar acknowledged Malaysia's heavy debt burden
but said the government must act decisively to ensure
educational access for all. He emphasized that this
policy represents a new phase of the Madani
government's poverty alleviation strategy. He also
called for a revival of ethical and intellectual discourse
among students and urged parliamentary debates to
be mindful of other races and religions. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Major drug trafficking syndicate
dismantled in Penang

(dqgl) Malaysian authorities have dismantled a drug
trafficking syndicate in Penang, seizing cannabis worth
MYR 8.67 million (USD 1.9 million) and arresting eight
individuals, including a married couple suspected of
masterminding the operation. The arrests followed two
coordinated raids on November 4-5. [Free Malaysia
Today]

Malaysia: Government to learn Saudi
Arabia’s defence model to enhance local
defence capabilities

(tl) Malaysia plans to study the Saudi Arabia’s approach
to develop its domestic defence industry, as part of
ongoing efforts to enhance national security and
reduce foreign dependence. Defence Minister
Mohamed Khaled Nordin said the recent visit by King
Sultan Ibrahim to Saudi Arabian Military Industries
(SAMI) provided valuable insights into how Malaysia
could strengthen its defence capabilities.

Mohamed Khaled stressed that overreliance on
external countries could undermine Malaysia's
sovereignty, and that developing local capacity is key to
long-term independence. During the visit, the
delegation observed SAMI's aeronautical and
maintenance facilities, which form part of Saudi Vision
2030's goal of producing half of the country’'s defence
system domestically.
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Founded in 2017, SAMI has become a cornerstone of
Saudi Arabia’s defence modernization, with operating
across five key sectors: aviation and space, defence
systems, advanced electronics, land systems, and
marine systems, to advance local expertise and
military self-sufficiency. [Malay Mail]

Myanmar: People’s Pioneer Party
candidate arrested for murder in
Taunggyi

(su) A candidate from the People’s Pioneer Party (PPP)
contesting a seat in the Shan State Hluttaw has been
arrested for murder, according to PPP Vice-Chairman U
Saw Han Aye.

The suspect, U Sai Shwe Htee, and his son, Sai Kyaw
Soe Moe, were detained following the death of a man
identified. The incident reportedly occurred on
November 4, when the two allegedly beat the victim
after catching him stealing chicken from their property.
The man later died of his injuries.

Authorities have charged both individuals in
connection with the case. [Eleven Myanmar]

Founded in 2019 by Thet Thet Khine, a former member
of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and
businesswoman, the PPP positions itself as centrist
and pragmatic, advocating for economic development,
national unity, and gradual reform rather than
confrontation with the military establishment.

Myanmar: Nearly 2,000 people arrested
for criticizing junta on social media since
coup

(su) AlImost 2,000 people have been arrested across
Myanmar for criticizing the military regime on social
media since the 2021 coup, according to a report
released by the research group Data for Myanmar on
November 3. The study covers the period from
February 2022 to the end of October 2025.

Of the 1,573 documented arrests, Yangon Region
accounted for 499, followed by Mandalay (458), Bago
(258), Ayeyarwady (125), Magway (122), and Shan State
(111). The group also reported that 25 people were
arrested in October under the new Election Protection
Law for online criticism of the junta’s planned election.
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Enacted on July 29, the Election Protection Law has
resulted in nearly 90 arrests over the past three
months. Home Affairs Minister Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung
stated on October 31 that 88 individuals—83 men and
5 women—were detained in 40 cases for alleged
propaganda and agitation threatening election
security.

The Union Election Commission has scheduled the first
phase of voting for December 28 across 102
townships, with a second phase planned for January
11, 2026. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Human Rights Myanmar warns
of gendered “digital dictatorship” under
junta’s Al surveillance

(su) Human Rights Myanmar (HRM) has accused the
junta of creating a “digital dictatorship” that
weaponizes surveillance and artificial intelligence to
suppress women's rights and political participation. In
a submission to the UN Working Group on
Discrimination Against Women and Girls released on
November 6, HRM said the regime’s digital control
architecture has evolved into a gendered system of
repression since the 2021 coup.

The group's report argues that Al-powered surveillance
and online abuse have amplified patriarchal norms,
deterring women from public and political
engagement. HRM cited Myanmar's global lead in
internet shutdowns, censorship of social media
platforms, and the use of the Penal Code to criminalize
online speech.

The group also warned that the 2025 Cybersecurity
Law gives authorities broad powers to monitor citizens,
compel data disclosure, and prosecute dissent. Al-
enabled CCTV networks supplied by Chinese firms—
Huawei, Dahua, and Hikvision—were said to have
transformed cities into “open-air prisons.” HRM
documented a fivefold increase in technology-
facilitated gender-based violence between 2021 and
2022, driven by pro-military online networks targeting
women activists and journalists with threats and
sexualized disinformation.

HRM urged the UN and member states to sanction
foreign technology suppliers, strengthen protections
for women human rights defenders, and support
Myanmar-language content moderation to address
online abuse. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Junta chief establishes
committee to oversee transition from
poverty

(su) Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has formed a
high-level committee aimed at lifting Myanmar out of
its designation as a Least Developed Country (LDC).
The body, officially created on August 15 and chaired
by Min Aung Hlaing himself, comprises senior generals
from the cabinet and is tasked with reporting progress
every six months to the National Defense and Security
Council. The initiative, termed the “Smooth Transition
Strategy,” comes amid widespread displacement,
hunger, and economic collapse under military rule.

Myanmar has remained on the United Nations' LDC list
since 1987, after decades of isolation under military
regimes that began with General Ne Win's 1962 coup.
Economic growth and international reintegration
following the 2010 political opening were reversed
after Min Aung Hlaing's 2021 coup, which triggered
renewed sanctions, conflict, and an economic
contraction. Analysts note that the new anti-poverty
committee serves more as a symbolic gesture of
legitimacy than a credible development policy, as
fighting and state fragmentation continue to
undermine governance and investment. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Navy holds five-day live-fire
drills in Andaman Sea

(su) The Myanmar Navy is conducting five days of naval
exercises in the northern Andaman Sea this, west of
Myeik in Tanintharyi Region. According to a statement
issued on November 5, the exercises includes surface,
air, and underwater weapons firing within a 60-
nautical-mile-wide zone beginning ten miles west of
Kabuza Island.

The announcement comes amid intensified clashes in
Rakhine State between the military and the Arakan
Army (AA), particularly near the port city of Kyaukphyu,
where several Chinese infrastructure projects are
located. Analysts suggest the drills could serve as
preparation for expanded military operations in the
coastal conflict zone. [Narinjara News]

Myanmar: Junta personnel killed in PDF
attacks
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(su/anl) At least eight junta personnel, including a
village administrator, were killed and several others
injured when People’s Defense Force (PDF) units
attacked a checkpoint jointly operated by military
troops and Pyu Saw Htee militias in Lae Thit village,
Myingyan Township, Mandalay Region, according to a
November 5 statement by the Zero Guerrilla Force of
Myingyan District Battalion 7.

The clash on November 4 lasted about 20 minutes. The
PDF reported using small arms and a rocket-propelled
grenade (RPG) that struck a bunker, resulting in
multiple fatalities. The attackers later withdrew as
three junta trucks carrying reinforcements from the
nearby Light Infantry Battalion 15 approached.

The Lae Thit checkpoint, located on the Myingyan-
Tada U-Mandalay road, is considered strategically
significant for controlling movement between central
Mandalay and resistance-held zones. Following the
attack, junta troops reportedly detained residents and
conducted raids in nearby villages.

According to the PDF statement, two alleged junta
informants captured during the withdrawal were
handed over to the district People’s Defense Team.
Casualty figures could not be independently verified.
[Mizzima 1]

In a separate development, the Thayet District
Battalion (4) of the People’s Defense Force (PDF) under
Military Region (1) reported on November 6 that
revolutionary forces attacked a police outpostin Ye
Nan Thar village, Kamma Township, Thayet District,
Magway Region, resulting in at least seven police
officers killed.

The clash occurred when PDF troops launched an
assault on the fortified outpost situated along the
Thayet-Kamma road. The battalion’s Information and
Public Relations Officer stated seven police officers
were killed based on what we witnessed. He added
that the number may be higher, and several others
were likely injured.

The police outpost, manned by approximately 30
personnel led by a captain, was heavily fortified with
fences and brick bunkers. During the two-and-a-half-
hour clash, the PDF forces managed to seize four of
the six bunkers before retreating due to the threat of
air strikes and incoming reinforcements. [Mizzima 2]

Myanmar: Chinese scam syndicates
relocate operations from KK Park to
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nearby border towns

(anl/su) Sources report that Chinese scam syndicates
operating in Myanmar’s Myawaddy region are shifting
their criminal enterprises from the notorious KK Park
business estate to neighboring areas, including Shwe
Kokko, Kyauk Khet, and Payathonzu, in an apparent
effort to escape growing international scrutiny.

The relocation is reportedly being facilitated by the
Karen Border Guard Force (BGF)—a junta-aligned
militia with deep business interests in the scam
industry—and the smaller Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army (DKBA), which exerts control in parts
of Kyauk Khet.

A resident of Mae Htaw Thalay, familiar with the DKBA,
stated that the scam operators have dispersed across
Wankha, Thaepone, Shwe Kokko, and Myawaddy—
territories under BGF influence—as well as Kyauk Khet,
Waw Lay, and Payathonzu, which fall under DKBA or
junta control. The source added that while KK Park’s
operations have been temporarily halted, equipment
and personnel are still being moved, with relocation
likely to continue through the end of the month.

Despite the regime's public demolition of several office
buildings and seizure of electronic equipment,
residents said many structures in KK Park remain
intact, with clearance efforts limited mainly to Zone
AA2—one of six zones in the 500-acre complex.

Even more, military forces and the Karen Border Guard
Force (BGF) have been accused of destroying key
evidence while jointly demolishing the KK Park
compound. The exodus followed the junta’s highly
publicized October 19 raid on KK Park, located on the
banks of the Moei River along the Thai border. While
thousands of low-level scam workers were expelled on
October 22, militia groups reportedly whisked away
the ringleaders and key management figures in their
own vehicles, allowing the scam operations to continue
elsewhere under protection from local armed groups.
[The Irrawaddy 1] [Mizzima]

Meanwhile, the Karen National Union (KNU) imposed a
curfew and travel restrictions in Kyondoe, a sub-
township of Kawkareik District, to prevent fugitive
criminals from relocating from online scam centers
along the Thailand-Myanmar border.

The KNU accuses the military regime of conducting
“fake crackdowns” on the scam centers, alleging that
the junta is itself involved in the operations while
secretly relocating foreign scammers.
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Authorities also prohibited gambling operations in the

area, citing fears that fugitives might attempt to restart
illegal activities. Locals were further urged to dig bomb
shelters in preparation for potential regime raids.

KNU officials who administer Kyondoe—located on
Asian Highway 1 leading to the Thai border—have
instructed residents not to harbor fugitives escaping
from Myawaddy, the main hub of scam operations.
[The Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Junta regains control over key
areas in Mandalay Region

(su) The military regime has regained control of all
territories previously held by resistance forces in
Madaya and Patheingyi townships in northern
Mandalay Region, according to local reports. The
reclaimed areas include the Phayaung Taung gold
mine, the Alpha cement factory, and the Sedawgyi
Dam near the Shan State border, giving the junta full
control over Madaya Township. Observers suggest the
next phase of operations will target Thabeikkyin and
Singu townships, which remain under the Mandalay
People’s Defense Force (PDF).

The Mandalay PDF has warned residents to prepare for
renewed clashes but has not yet issued detailed
statements. Analysts attribute the junta’s recent gains
to a lull in resistance coordination following a China-
brokered ceasefire in neighboring Shan State, where
the Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) and other
ethnic forces agreed to halt operations and hand back
captured areas, including Mogoke and Mongmit. The
truce has allowed the regime to redeploy troops and
weaponry toward central Myanmar, tipping the local
balance of power. [Irrawaddy 1]

Fierce clashes erupt as junta pushes to retake Asian
Highway in Karen State

Meanwhile, heavy fighting has broken out in northern
Kawkareik Township, Karen State, as Myanmar's
military seeks to retake full control of the Asian
Highway linking Myawaddy to Thailand. The operation
aims to secure key border trade routes, including the
old Dawna mountain road, which have remained
contested since resistance forces led by the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) captured parts of the
area last year.

According to local sources, the most intense clashes
are occurring near Htee Pho San village, north of
Kawkareik. The junta offensive involves units from
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Kawkareik and Kyone Doe battalions, supported by the
Karen State Border Guard Force (BGF) and the
Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA). They face
coordinated resistance from KNLA brigades 1, 3, and 7,
alongside a local force led by Bo Kyaw Thet. Artillery
fire has closed the Myawaddy-Kawkareik section of the
highway and forced travelers to use lengthy detours.

The regime had earlier recaptured its Thingannyinaung
command base and nearby positions in September,
reversing KNLA gains made in April 2024. However,
surrounding villages and the old mountain route
remain under resistance control. Residents report daily
exchanges of fire and heavy junta casualties, with
some units retreating while BGF and DKBA allies
continue attacks. The ongoing hostilities have
effectively paralyzed cross-border trade, a critical
economic artery for both Myanmar and Thailand.
[Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Regine airstrikes kill five
civilians in Ponnagyun township

(anl) On November 7, local residents reported that five
civilians were killed and nine others injured when the
miliatray regime conducted two airstrikes and artillery
attacks on villages in Ponnagyun Township, Rakhine
State.

According to local sources, a jet fighter from the
Military Commission dropped two consecutive bombs
on Yoe Tayoke village, killing four women and one
man. The same attack also injured three women and
four men. Around the same time, two additional
bombs were dropped on Aung Phyu Pyin village,
injuring one woman, residents said.

Avillager stated that the bomb dropped immediately
after | heard the sound of the plane approaching. He
added that everyone was terrified and ran for cover as
the aircraft launched its strikes. Afterward, it circled
overhead once or twice.

Additionally, residents reported that earlier that day, a
55-year-old man was injured when a 120 mm artillery
shell fired from Light Infantry Battalion 344, based in
Sittwe, struck Kwan Taung village in the same
township.

Describing the aftermath, one local resident stated
that the children are suffering so much, and people are
helpless and do not know what to do. He added that
the military junta is brutally dropping bombs on civilian
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areas, and there are people whose bodies were torn
apart and others buried without their heads.

The latest assaults follow a series of airstrikes by the
Military Commission on 30 and 31 October targeting
multiple villages across Kyaukphyu, Ponnagyun, and
Rathedaung townships in Rakhine State. [Mizzima]

Philippines: President Marcos orders
probe into Cebu flood-control projects
after Typhoon hits

(ghd) In the wake of heavy floodings in Cebu following
Typhoon Kalmaegi, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
attributed the disaster to failed local flood-control
projects and ordered an official probe. The
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) has
initiated an audit of all flood-control projects
implemented in Cebu since 2016, while the
Ombudsman’s Task Force on Flood-Control Projects
announced it will now focus its investigation on the
province. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Inquirer3] [Manila
Bulletin1]

The situation in Cebu mirrors the deepening national
corruption investigation. The Independent Commission
for Infrastructure (ICl), the body tasked with
investigating allegedly fraudulent flood control
projects, stated in its fourth report that infrastructure
funds were plundered "right under the nose" of former
DPWH Secretary Manuel Bonoan. The ICI
recommended filing criminal charges against Bonoan,
other officials, and contractors in connection with
anomalous projects worth approximately USD 1.64
million. The political fallout has also widened, with a
solon calling for a separate investigation into more
than USD 8.24 billion in "red-flagged" flood-control
projects in the Davao region, alleging potential links to
the family of former President Rodrigo Duterte.
[Inquirer4] [Inquirer5] [Manila Bulletin2]

Parallel proceedings before other agencies are likewise
progressing. To date, the Anti-Money Laundering
Council (AMLC) has so far frozen about USD 103.45
million in assets connected to the flood-control
controversy. Additionally, the Department of Justice
(DQ)) is preparing a case against current and former
members of Congress reportedly tied to six irregular
flood-control projects. The preliminary hearings for
cases involving projects in Bulacan, originally
scheduled for November 10, has however been reset
due to inclement weather. Tax evasion charges have
been initiated by the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR)
against a group of government contractors. Lastly,
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DPWH Secretary Vince Dizon has filed bid-rigging
complaints against contractors and agency officials.
[Inquirer6] [Inquirer7] [Inquirer8] [Inquirer9] [Manila
Bulletin3] [Manila Bulletin4]

In response to the widening scandal, the Freedom
from Worry and Debt (FWD) Coalition, which organized
a major protest on September 21, announced plans for
another nationwide rally on November 30 to demand
greater transparency. [Inquirer10]

Philippines: Confusion surrounds reported
ICC warrant linked to Duterte drug war

(ghd/ms) Conflicting reports have emerged over an
alleged International Criminal Court (ICC) arrest
warrant connected to the investigation into former
President Rodrigo Duterte's “war on drugs”, after local
officials claimed a warrant had been issued against
Senator Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa, who led the
campaign as national police chief.

The confusion began when Ombudsman Jesus Crispin
Remulla told reporters that the ICC had issued a
warrant for the senator’s arrest. However, government
agencies and dela Rosa’s legal team later said they had
received no official confirmation from The Hague.

The Department of Justice (DOJ) announced it is still
working to verify the report, while the Department of
the Interior and Local Government (DILG) confirmed
that no Interpol Red Notice had been issued against
the senator. Dela Rosa, who has not commented
extensively on the claim, previously said he would face
any legal action “in accordance with the law.”

The ICC investigation, which resumed in 2024 after
being briefly suspended, focuses on alleged crimes
against humanity during Duterte’s anti-drug campaign,
in which thousands were killed in police operations.
Dela Rosa, as the former police chief, has long been
considered a key figure in the inquiry.

Meanwhile, Duterte’s legal team has submitted new
evidence to the ICC, though details have not been
made public. The government continues to reject ICC
jurisdiction, maintaining that the Philippines’
withdrawal from the court in 2019 bars it from
intervening in domestic affairs.

The uncertainty over the supposed warrant has added
to tensions between international accountability
efforts and Manila’s stance on sovereignty, highlighting
the sensitivity of the long-running drug war probe.
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[Inquirer1] [Inquirer2] [Inquirer3] [Inquirer4] [Manila
Bulletin1] [Manila Bulletin2]

Philippines: Senate aims for lower 2026
budget

(ghd) The Senate is planning a stringent review of the
2026 national budget, with the goal of passing a final
version that is lower than the budget proposed by the
executive branch. Senate President Vicente Sotto |l|
noted that this would be a departure from the usual
practice where the budget is either approved as is or
increased by Congress. [Inquirer]

In line with this effort to trim the budget, Senator
Panfilo Lacson added that the chamber will remove
"alien provisions", or policy-related items inserted into
the budget that are not directly related to
appropriations and should be enacted as separate
laws. Lacson also stated that senators would be on the
lookout for discretionary pork barrel funds and
"parked funds" for projects that are not yet ready for
implementation, aiming for a more transparent and
accountable budget. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Watchdogs join forces against
red tape

(ghd) The Anti-Red Tape Authority (ARTA) has
partnered with the Office of the Ombudsman to
expedite investigations and case filings against
government officials involved in red tape and violations
of the Ease of Doing Business law.

Under a new memorandum of agreement, the two
agencies will streamline case processing. Previously,
the Ombudsman conducted separate investigations on
complaints endorsed by ARTA. Under the new
arrangement, the Ombudsman will now give
appropriate weight to ARTA’s investigation findings,
thus shortening resolution time and reducing backlogs.

ARTA Director General Ernesto Perez encouraged the
public to report cases of red tape and corruption,
saying the partnership will allow the agency to “act on
complaints faster.” Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla
emphasized that the collaboration strengthens
accountability and supports President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.'s directive to simplify government
transactions.
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ARTA also announced the upcoming launch of its Ease
of Doing Business Dashboard, a unified digital platform
designed to integrate systems for filing complaints,
tracking regulatory reforms, and monitoring the
performance of government agencies in delivering
business-related services. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Senator Lacson set to return
as blue ribbon committee head

(ghd) Senator Panfilo Lacson is expected to be re-
elected as chairman of the Senate Blue Ribbon
Committee, marking his return to the post he resigned
from last month amid controversy over a flood-control
probe.

Upon reassuming the role, Lacson said he would focus
on scrutinizing funds that were realigned to the
Department of Public Works and Highways for flood-
control projects in the proposed 2026 national budget.
Lacson also plans to push for the consolidation of
various assistance programs under the government'’s
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps)
(Conditional Cash Transfer for Filipino Families) to
improve efficiency. Under the 4Ps, eligible poor
households receive cash grants subject to compliance
with requirements, such as their children regularly
attending school and adults vocational training
programs.

Lacson resigned as Blue Ribbon Committee chair in
October after some senators expressed
“disappointment” over his handling of hearings on the
alleged irregularities in flood-control projects. His
expected re-election signals continuing Senate support
for his leadership as the chamber prepares to tackle
the 2026 budget deliberations. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Anti-graft court clears former
governor of Masbate of plunder

(ghd) The Philippines' anti-graft court, the
Sandiganbayan, has cleared former Masbate Governor
Rizalina Seachon-Lanete and businesswoman Janet
Lim Napoles of plunder charges related to the pork
barrel corruption scandal.

The case involved the alleged misuse of approximately
USD 1.91 million from Lanete's pork barrel allocations
between 2007 and 2009, funds which were then
diverted to anomalous NGOs headed by Napoles.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jkr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-jky/

However, the Sandiganbayan ruled that the
prosecution had not proven beyond reasonable doubt
that Lanete had personally amassed the threshold
amount of ill-gotten wealth, PHP 50 million or
approximately USD 850 thousand, required by the law
for a plunder conviction.

While Lanete, Napoles, and Lanete's chief of staff were
all acquitted of the major plunder charge, the
Sandiganbayan found that the evidence did show
public funds were funneled to Napoles's NGOs for
"ghost projects." As a result, the Sandiganbayan found
Napoles civilly liable and ordered her to indemnify the
government for approximately USD 1.83 million, plus
interest. Additionally, Napoles was found guilty of
seven counts of graft. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Pampanga mayor suspended
pending graft, extortion cases

(ghd) The Seventh Division of the Sandiganbayan, the
anti-graft court, has ordered a 90-day preventive
suspension for Pampanga Mayor Abundio Punsalan Jr.
pending his graft and extortion cases. In doing so, the
court rejected the mayor’s argument that preventive
suspension would be “duplicative” as he has already
been suspended by the Ombudsman. According to the
Sandiganbayan, suspension is mandatory under the
Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act. It is not a penalty,
but a standard legal measure to prevent an official
from influencing an ongoing investigation.

The case stems from a complaint by the Real Steel
Corporation, which alleged that Punsalan demanded
approximately USD 1.36 million in exchange for not
overturning a municipal ordinance that granted tax
incentives to the firm. During an entrapment operation
held last September, Punsalan was allegedly caught
receiving a bag containing the equivalent of USD 508
thousand. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Arraignment of accused in gas
project case pushed to January

(ghd) The Sandiganbayan, the anti-graft court, has
once again delayed the arraignment of former Energy
Secretary Alfonso Cusi and several co-accused in the
graft case tied to the 2019 Malampaya gas project deal.

The arraignment and pre-trial, previously set for this
week, have been rescheduled for January 16 of next
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year. The court's Third Division announced the
deferment, citing pending motions filed by Cusi's legal
team and other respondents seeking to dismiss the
amended criminal charges against them. [Inquirer1]

The case centered on the 2019 sale of a 45 percent
stake in the Malampaya gas project. The Malampaya
field off Palawan supplies gas to several power plants
in Luzon. In 2019-2020, Chevron and Shell moved to
divest their respective 45 percent stakes. UC
Malampaya, a unit of Udenna Corporation, acquired
Chevron's share; Udenna later sought to acquire Shell's
interest. Udenna is owned by Dennis Uy, a close ally
and major campaign donor to former president
Rodrigo Duterte—a relationship that drew heightened
scrutiny of the sale and DOE approvals.

Defense counsel argues DOE actions followed existing
rules and that ultimate approvals rested with other
agencies; prosecutors counter that diligence and
fitness tests were bypassed to clear the deal.
[Inquirer2] [PhilStar1] [PhilStar2]

Philippines: Education department taps
World Bank-backed fund for reform

(ghd) The Department of Education (DepEd) is
preparing to launch a major initiative called the Project
for Learning Upgrade Support and Decentralization
(PLUS-D), which aims to address post-pandemic
learning losses and strengthen the capacity of local
schools to deliver quality education. The program is
being developed with assistance from the World Bank,
which is expected to provide about USD 600 million in
financing. The Philippine government will contribute
counterpart funding to support implementation.

PLUS-D seeks to improve learning outcomes for
Kindergarten to Grade 10 students in public schools
through targeted interventions, teacher training, and
school-based innovations. The project also emphasizes
decentralization, giving regional and school-level
administrators more flexibility and resources to design
solutions that fit their communities’ specific learning
needs. DepEd Secretary Juan Edgardo Angara said the
project aligns with the government’s broader
education reform agenda under President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr., which prioritizes digital transformation,
upskilling teachers, and ensuring equitable access to
quality basic education nationwide. [Manila Bulletin]
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Philippines: Rules aiming to boost
consumer choice in power supply
approved

(ghd) The Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) has
approved two key measures to expand consumer
choice in electricity and push the country toward a
smarter, more efficient power grid.

First, starting June 26, 2026, consumers with a 100-
kilowatt (kW) average monthly peak demand will be
allowed to participate in the retail competition and
open access (RCOA) and retail aggregation program
(RAP). This move will enable MSEs and smaller
institutions to choose their own electricity supplier or
combine their demand to meet the 100-kW threshold.

Second, the ERC also approved rules for the adoption
of Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI), or "smart
meters." This allows utilities to begin deploying AMI
systems, which enable remote meter reading, outage
detection, and help address issues like electricity theft.
Consumers will also be able to monitor their real-time
power usage. Smart meters would also strengthen the
power system, even during natural disasters. [Manila
Bulletin]

Philippines: Inflation rate holds steady at
1.7 percent

(ghd) The Philippines’ inflation rate remained steady at
1.7 percent in October, unchanged from the previous
month, according to the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA).

The stable figure reflected mixed price movements
across major commodity groups. A slowdown in food
and non-alcoholic beverage prices helped keep overall
inflation low, offsetting faster increases in housing,
utilities, and restaurant-related expenses.

The October rate fell within the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas’ (BSP) (Central Bank of the Philippines)
forecast range of 1.4 to 2.2 percent, marking the
second straight month that inflation stayed below the
central bank’s two to four percent target band.

Economists said the sustained low inflation gives the
BSP more flexibility to consider further interest rate
cuts to support economic growth, particularly if price
pressures remain subdued in the coming months.
[Inquirer]
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Philippines: Rules aiming to boost
national internet access finalized

(ghd) The Department of Information and
Communications Technology (DICT) has officially
signed the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of
the Konektadong Pinoy (Interconnected Filipino) Act.
The move is a major step toward providing faster,
more reliable, and affordable internet access to all
Filipinos by 2028. The signing ceremony marks the
formal implementation of the new law. It supports
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s “Bagong Pilipinas”
vision of building a digitally connected and inclusive
nation.

The new rules aim to enhance competition in the
telecommunications sector by opening the market to
more service providers, streamlining permitting and
licensing processes, and encouraging infrastructure
sharing among operators. A key feature of the IRR is
the “Dig Once Policy,” which requires that fiber-optic
conduits be installed alongside public works projects to
reduce costs and accelerate broadband deployment
nationwide.

To support implementation, the DICT also announced
the completion of a national fiber map developed with
assistance from the Australian government through its
Partnerships for Infrastructure Program. With the IRR
now in effect, the DICT will begin rolling out initiatives
to bring high-speed internet connectivity to every
community across the country. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Despite decline in
unemployment, underemployment
remains an issue

(ghd) The number of unemployed Filipinos slightly
decreased in August, but concerns about job quality
persisted as more workers sought longer hours or
additional employment, according to the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA).

The August unemployment rate stood at 3.9 percent,
marginally lower than July’s 4.0 percent. This translates
to around 2.03 million jobless Filipinos, down from
2.06 million in the previous month.

However, the underemployment rate rose to 10.7
percent from 10.5 percent in July. This corresponds to
about 5.38 million underemployed Filipinos, suggesting


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-juy/

that while more people are employed, many continue
to struggle with low-income or part-time work.

The employment rate for the month was 96.1 percent,
equivalent to roughly 50.10 million employed persons.
The services sector remained the largest source of
jobs, accounting for about 61.5 percent of total
employment, followed by agriculture and industry.

The PSA noted that while the labor market remains
relatively stable, improving job quality and ensuring
sustainable livelihoods remain key challenges for
policymakers. [Inquirer1] [Inquirer2]

Philippines: New flexible rice tariff system
takes effect in 2026, tinplate duties lifted

(ghd/ms) The Philippines will adopt a new flexible tariff
system for rice imports starting January 1, 2026,
allowing rates to adjust automatically based on global
price movements in a bid to protect farmers while
ensuring affordable food for consumers.

Under Executive Order 105, signed by President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on November 7, rice tariffs will
range from 15 to 35 percent, changing in five-
percentage-point increments for every five percent
swing in world rice prices. The new system will remain
in effect until December 31, 2028. [Inquirer 1] [Manila
Bulletin 1]

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said the
reform aims to “stabilize farmgate prices while giving
the government flexibility to respond to market shifts.”
An Inter-Agency Committee on Rice Price Stability will
monitor global and domestic markets and recommend
policy interventions to balance supply and demand.

In a related policy move, Marcos also signed Executive
Order 104 on November 6, suspending the 3.8 percent
tariff on tin-mill black plate — a key material for food
cans — from 2025 to 2027. The measure is intended to
lower manufacturing costs, support domestic canners,
and strengthen food security by keeping canned goods
affordable. [Inquirer 2]

The new tariff structure comes amid signs of resilience
in the agriculture sector. Official data show that
agricultural output rose 2.8 percent in the third
quarter of 2025 to about USD 6.9 billion, driven mainly
by rice and poultry production. [Inquirer 3]

However, the government continues to face challenges
in balancing import dependence. Meat imports surged
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17 percent in the first eight months of the year,
prompting Laurel to call for a review of current pork
tariffs, which he said had “flooded the market and
squeezed local producers.” [Manila Bulletin 2]

Philippines: Philippine Q3 growth slumps
to four-year low, rattling markets

(ghd) The Philippine economy stalled in the third
quarter of 2025, with GDP growth plunging to 4.0
percent. The figure was far worse than market
expectations, which had forecasted a 5.2 percent
expansion, and marked the weakest economic
performance since the COVID-19 lockdowns in 2021.
Economists noted the slowdown underscores
mounting "headwinds to growth," including "tighter
fiscal space and policy uncertainty." [Inquirer1]

A sweeping infrastructure corruption probe that has
rocked the government was cited as a key driver of the
slowdown. This was reflected in the data as gross
capital formation, which includes infrastructure and
investment, fell by 2.8 percent. This contraction stalled
one of the Philippines’ traditional growth engines, even
as overall government expenditure posted a modest
5.8 percent increase. [Inquirer2] [Manila Bulletin1]

The economic data affected investors. In reaction to
the news, the Philippine peso tumbled 0.8 percent
against the dollar, while the main Philippine Stock
Exchange Index (PSEi) fell 1.6 percent as market
players processed the unexpected weakness in the
economy. [Inquirer3] [Reuters]

In contrast to the grim quarterly GDP report, a
separate government release pointed to a silver lining
in the industrial sector. The country's factory output
grew by 5.3 percent in September, managing to post
gains despite weather disturbances. The increase was
driven mainly by higher production of transport
equipment and food products, reflecting resilience in
key manufacturing subsectors. [Manila Bulletin2]

Philippines: Foreign reserves peaks,
driven by record gold holdings

(ghd) The Philippines' gross international reserves (GIR)
reached their highest level in a year, hitting USD 109.7
billion at the end of October, according to preliminary
data from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
(Central Bank of the Philippines). This marks the
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strongest position for the country's stock of foreign
currencies since October 2024 and is an increase from
the USD 109.1 billion recorded the previous month.

The growth in reserves, which has been continuous
since July, is largely attributed to a surge in global gold
prices and increased earnings from the central bank's
investments. Gold reserves, in particular, set a new
record, climbing to USD 16.9 billion.

The BSP stated that the current reserve level provides
a robust external liquidity buffer. This buffer is
sufficient to cover 7.3 months’ worth of imports and
payments for services and income, and it is 3.7 times
the country's short-term foreign debt. Economists
suggest this strong reserve position helps support the
Philippine peso against speculation and strengthens
the nation's external position, which is positive for its
credit ratings. Future inflows from overseas Filipino
remittances, BPO revenues, and foreign tourism are
expected to potentially push reserves even higher.
[Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Army conducts drills to
improve fighting capability

(ghd) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has
initiated its largest joint military exercise, known as
AJEX-Dagit-PA (Armed Forces Joint Exercise - Dagat
Langit Lupa [Sea Air Land]), with the goal of bolstering
its self-reliant defense capabilities. According to AFP
chief Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr., the training is in
response to a presidential directive for the military to
be able to "fight on its own" and preserve its forces for
at least 20 to 30 days in the event of a conflict.

This strategic push for self-sufficiency is designed to
prepare the AFP to serve as the first line of defense
during the initial phase of a conflict, before potential
reinforcements arrive from allies like the US under the
Mutual Defense Treaty.

The ten-day exercise, which was intended to run from
November 4 to 14 across Luzon and Palawan, brought
together units from the Army, Air Force, Navy, and
Marine Corps. It also involved the Philippine Coast
Guard, the Philippine National Police, and reserve
forces to improve interoperability. [Inquirer1]

However, on November 9, the AFP suspended the
remainder of the exercises to deploy its forces for
humanitarian assistance and disaster response
operations due to the threat of Super Typhoon Fung-
wong. All participating assets and personnel, including
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2,000 troops, were instead directed to focus on
preparedness and rapid response in critical areas. The
suspension specifically affects the field maneuvers that
were part of the drills in the Northern Luzon and
Western Command joint areas of operation.

The AFP's mobilization is part of a larger government
response, which includes over 50,000 uniformed
personnel from various agencies, as the super
typhoon, packing winds of 185 km/h, threatens to
bring life-threatening conditions to parts of Luzon.
[Inquirer?]

Philippines: Contrasting incidents of
disarmament and conflict occur in
Mindanao

(ghd) A major disarmament initiative in Maguindanao
del Norte marked a step toward peace, even as deadly
infighting erupted in a neighboring province.

On November 6, 600 assorted unlicensed weapons
were turned over to the Army's 6th Infantry Division in
Maguindanao del Norte. The firearms, which included
heavy weapons like mortar tubes and .50-caliber
sniper rifles, were surrendered as part of the "ASPIRE"
(Assistance for Security, Peace, Integration, and
Recovery for Advancing Human Security) program,
which provides livelihood packages in exchange for
loose firearms as part of the government's peace
program. [Inquirer1]

In contrast, a violent gunfight occurred on November 5
in Maguindanao del Sur. Police identified the clash as
infighting between two groups affiliated with the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), reportedly stemming
from a personal dispute. The battle resulted in the
death of an MILF commander, identified as
Commander Bandao of the 105th Base Command. His
two sons were also critically wounded in the firefight.
[Inquirer2]

The MILF is the former separatist group which
currently leads the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). BARMM is the self-
governing region created under the 2019 Bangsamoro
Organic Law.

Philippines: Former communist leader,
guerillas return to government fold
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(ghd) A former high-ranking leader of the communist
insurgency has formally surrendered to the
government in Bohol, citing his trust in the new
provincial administration.

Roy Erecre, a former National Democratic Front (NDF)
consultant and ex-secretary for a regional committee
of the New People's Army (NPA), took his oath of
allegiance at the Bohol Provincial Capitol on November
6. His partner, Judith Jaron, also surrendered. Erecre,
who once had an approximately USD 91 thousand
bounty for his capture, told officials he decided to
return to the fold of the law after observing the
"genuine governance" of Bohol Governor Erico
Aristotle Aumentado.

Erecre was previously arrested in 2014 on warrants for
robbery and frustrated murder and was briefly
detained. Both he and his partner will now undergo
processing for the Local Amnesty Program to
reintegrate into society. [Inquirer1]

Meanwhile, in the province of Agusan del Sur, three
NPA guerrillas also surrendered to government forces.
All three were members of the NPA's Northeastern
Mindanao Regional Committee. Their surrender was
arranged with the help of local officials and residents.
An Army commander called the surrender a significant
step toward peace, and the military continues to
encourage remaining guerrillas to return to their loved
ones. [Inquirer?]

The NPA is the armed, Maoist guerrilla wing of the
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), established
in 1969 with the goal of overthrowing the Philippine
government. It operates primarily in the countryside,
funding its protracted war through "revolutionary
taxes," or systematic extortion from businesses and
politicians. Part of a triad with the CPP and the NDF,
which is the political wing, the NPA's strength has
declined from a peak of over 25,000 in the 1980s to an
estimated 1,500, according to the Philippine
government. The group is designated as a terrorist
organization by the Philippines, the US, and the EU.
Following the deaths of its founding leaders, the
movement entered into renewed exploratory peace
talks with the Philippine government in late 2023. [Al-
Jazeera] [Britannica] [ECOI] [Counter Terrorism Guide]
[Philippine News Agency] [Stanford University]

Singapore: Parliament passes bill to
protect victims of online harms, rejects
opposition’s amendments
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(st) Singapore’s Parliament passed the Online Safety
(Relief and Accountability) Act, establishing a new
Online Safety Commission (OSC) to help victims of
digital abuse seek redress, including from deepfakes,
doxxing, stalking, and sexual harassment. The law was
supported across party lines, though the amendments
proposed by the opposition Workers' Party (WP) were
rejected.

Beginning in the first half of 2026, the OSC will have
powers to order platforms to remove harmful content
within 24 hours, restricting perpetrators’ accounts, and
compel disclosure of their identities to victims. Victims
will also be able to file reports directly to the OSC when
platforms fail to act. The commision will initially focus
on five types of online harm, and expand its scope over
time to include manipulated media such as deepfakes
and online instigation campaigns.

WP supported the legislation but proposed adding a
judicial appeal mechanism beyond the OSC's internal
review system, arguing for stronger checks and
balances on state powers. The government rejected
this proposal as it “would slow the process of relief for
victims”. However, Law Minister Edwin Tong added that
suggestions from both sides of the House would be
relevant for a future iteration of the Bill, even if they
were not taken on board that day. [Channel News Asia]

Singapore: Prime Minister Wong warns
against “toxic” politics

(st) Speaking at the People’s Action Party's (PAP) annual
convention with its central executive committee, Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong warned that the party must
call out instances where political lines are crossed or
risk allowing Singapore's political discourse to turn
“toxic”. He said that speaking up may carry political
cost for the party, but not doing so carries a “greater
cost to our country, to our values, to our standards,
and to Singapore's future.”

While Mr. Wong did not cite specific incidents, his
comments come soon after Law Minister Edwin Tong
rebuked Leader of the Opposition Pritam Singh for
saying that “the court of public opinion can be bigger
than any court in the world,” referring to his ongoing
legal case. Singh was convicted in February 2025 and
fined SGD 14,000 (USD 10,800) for lying to a
parliamentary committee investigating how the
opposition Workers' Party handled former MP Raeesah
Khan's false statement in Parliament about a sexual
assault case. Singh has appealed the conviction, with
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the High Court reserving judgment. [Channel News
Asia 1] [Channel News Asia 2]

Singapore: Parliament passes law
mandating caning for scammers and
syndicate members amid rise in cyber
fraud

(st) Singapore's Parliament passed amendments to the
Criminal Law (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
introducing mandatory caning for scammers and
syndicate members. The move comes as the country
faces record-high scam losses, with authorities
describing scams as “the most prevalent crime type” in
Singapore today, accounting for around 60 percent of
all reported crimes in the country. About 190,000 cases
were reported between 2020 and the first half of 2025,
amounting to losses of about SGD 3.7 billion (USD 2.8
million).

Under the new law, scammers and those who recruit
or participate in scam syndicates will receive between
six and 24 strokes of the cane, while individuals who
assist by providing payment accounts, SIM cards, or
Singpass credentials may face up to 12 strokes at the
court’s discretion. These penalties comes in addition to
existing imprisonment and fines. Senior Minister of
State for Home Affairs and Foreign Affairs Sim Ann told
Parliament that the amendments distinguish between
levels of culpability. Those who knowingly facilitate
scams will be punished, while genuine victims deceived
into doing so will not be penalized. She said penalties
could be raised further after monitoring the situation,
if necessary.

The new measures sparked debate in Parliament, with
some calling for even penalties, while others asked if
leniency could be shown for those who cooperate with
authorities, and cautioned that many low-level
offenders are driven by financial hardship. Sim
responded that financial hardship cannot be used as a
justification for crime, noting that there are already
many government measures to support those in
financial need.

The amended law also recalibrates caning across other
offences, removing it entirely in some cases and
making it discretionary in others, though it remains
mandatory for serious crimes. At present, 96 offences
carry discretionary caning and 65 have mandatory
caning.
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Singapore’s use of corporal punishment has been the
subject of repeated criticism from international groups
such as Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch, who describe it as a form of torture under
international law. In the past, the Attorney-General's
Chambers has defended the practice, saying it is not
torture, and is carried out in Singapore under strict
standards, monitored at all times by a doctor. [Channel
News Asia] [The Diplomat] [The Washington Post]

Singapore: Landmark workplace fairness
law passed, set to take effect in 2027

(st) Singapore’s Parliament has passed the Workplace
Fairness (Dispute Resolution Bill), creating the
country’s first formal legal framework to address
workplace discrimination. Once implemented, the law
will make Singapore one of the few Asian jurisdictions
with statutory workplace anti-discrimination
protections. The legislation is part of the broader
Workplace Fairness Act (WFA), and will take effect by
end-2027, providing workers with a statutory avenue
to file discrimination claims and seek redress through
mediation and tribunal hearings.

Manpower Ministry Tan See Leng described the law as
a “significant step” toward ensuring fairer and more
harmonious workplaces. Together with the first WFA
Bill passed in January, the new law protects workers
from discrimination based on age, nationality, sex, race
and disability, and empowers authorities to penalize
offending employers. Under the new dispute
resolution process, workers can lodge complaints
within prescribed time limits. Cases will first undergo
mediation before escalating to the Employment Claims
Tribunals.

Lawmakers from both ruling and opposition parties
supported the Bill, through several raised concerns
over tight deadlines, excluded worker groups, and
power imbalances between employers and employees.
Members of the opposition Workers' Party called for
broader coverage of outsourced and platform workers,
while others urged more safeguards for low-income
and disabled workers. [Channel News Asia]

Singapore: Sustainable aviation fuel levy
on departing flights from 2026

(st) The Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS)
announced that air travelers departing from Singapore
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will pay a sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) levy ranging
from SGD 1 to SGD 41.60 (USD 0.77 to USD 30) per
ticket, depending on destination and travel class. This
excludes transit passengers. The levy will apply to
tickets sold from April 1, 2026, for flights departing on
or after October 1, 2026, and airlines must display the
charge as a separate line item on tickets.

Funds collected will be pooled into a national program
to procure sustainable aviation fuel and support
Singapore’s target for SAF to make up 1 percent of
total jet fuel use at Changi and Seletar airports in 2026.
CAAS Director-General Han Kok Juan said the new levy
represents “a major step forward in Singapore's effort
to build a more sustainable and competitive air hub.”
While the levy is expected to remain unchanged for
several years before being reviewed, the SAF target is
set to rise to 3 to 5 percent by 2030, and a
corresponding adjustment in the levy would be needed
to achieve higher targets.

The levy comes after CAAS announced in October that
it had established a dedicated entity to centrally
procure and distribute sustainable aviation fuel to
secure affordable and stable supply chains across the
region. [CNA]

Singapore: Monetary Authority urges
vigilance amidst rising global risks

(st) According to the Monetary Authority of Singapore
(MAS), the country’s financial system remains stable
and well-capitalized, though global risks including
trade tensions and geopolitical conflicts continue to
pose potential threats. Singapore’s financial stress
index has fallen below its long-term average after
peaking in April amid volatility following the
announcement of U.S. reciprocal tariffs, and stress
tests showed that banks and insurers have sufficient
capital to absorb shocks.

Still, renewed trade disputes, fiscal imbalances, or
worsening geopolitical tensions could spark sharp
corrections in global markets. MAS warned there may
be further supply shocks in energy commodities, and
technology sectors, citing conflicts in Ukraine and the
Middle East, and ongoing China-U.S. frictions. It also
highlighted the risk of a correction in stock markets
driven by artificial intelligence-related investments.

Domestically, financial conditions are supportive of
growth, with borrowing costs easing. The Straits Times
Index, which tracks the performance of the top 30
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companies listed on the Singapore Exchange, reached
a record high of 17 percent since the start of the year.

MAS urged vigilance despite households, corporates,
and financial institutions remaining financially sound,
saying households should “exercise prudence in taking
up additional leverage” and build liquidity buffers,
while companies should strengthen debt management
and liquidity planning to maintain stability. [Channel
News Asia]

Singapore: Around 3 million to receive
cash payouts from government this
December

(st) The Ministry of Finance announced that about
three million adult Singaporeans will receive cash
payments of between SGD 100 and SGD 600 (USD 77
to USD 460) in December 2025 under the government’s
Assurance Package. The annual payments, distributed
each December from 2022 to 2026, are part of an
initiative to help Singaporean households manage
rising living costs and support lower- and middle-
income groups. In total, eligible citizens will receive
between SGD 700 and SGD 2,250 (USD 540 to USD
1,740) in cash across the five years. The Assurance
Package also provides vouchers, rebates and top-ups
to national medical savings scheme accounts. [Channel
News Asial

Thailand: Constitutional reform stalls as
managed political deadlock tests fragile
coalition balance

(Im/msz) Thailand's politics have settled into a
managed deadlock — a fragile equilibrium in which
institutions remain functional but political progress has
largely stalled. The arrangement reflects both an effort
to preserve short-term stability and an underlying
contest over the country's political trajectory.

The deadlock first emerged after the Pheu Thai Party,
formerly led by Paetongtarn Shinawatra, lost power
earlier this year when the Constitutional Court
disqualified her as prime minister, forcing the collapse
of the coalition government. In the ensuing
negotiations, the People’s Party (PP) — already the
largest bloc in parliament — assumed a kingmaker
position, enabling Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) leader
Anutin Charnvirakul to form a minority government
instead of a renewed Pheu Thai-led administration.
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The resulting power-sharing compromise placed the
PP in opposition but gave it leverage to shape the
political timetable through a Memorandum of
Agreement (MoA) that committed the government to
constitutional reform and a dissolution of parliament
by January 31, 2026.

Under this arrangement, the system remains
nominally stable, yet increasingly immobilized as each
major actor — BJT, PP, and Pheu Thai — recalibrates
for the next election.

In recent days, the PP has indicated that it could
submit a censure motion jointly with Pheu Thai if the
government fails to comply with key commitments
under the MoA. [Bangkok Post 1]

In response, Prime Minister Anutin reaffirmed the
coalition’s timeline for charter amendment,
referendum, and dissolution, but urged the PP to delay
any no-confidence debate that could force an early
collapse of his government. He warned that if
parliament proceeds with a censure motion when it
reconvenes on December 12, he might dissolve the
House earlier than planned. [Bangkok Post 2] [The
Nation]

Opposition parties have pushed back against the
move. Recently-appointed Pheu Thai leader Julapun
Amornvivat described the dissolution threat as an
attempt to evade parliamentary scrutiny, while
returning Democrat Party leader and former Prime
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva argued that dissolving
parliament to avoid accountability would erode
constitutional norms. Government allies countered
that Anutin’s statement was consistent with the
Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) governing the
coalition and reflected transparency about the political
timetable. [Bangkok Post 3]

Eventually, however, the PP announced it would
postpone its planned no-confidence motion, citing
insufficient evidence of serious wrongdoing to justify
immediate action. Party leaders, including deputy
leader Sirikanya Tansakun, said the PP would continue
its regular oversight functions while monitoring the
government's progress on constitutional reform and
anti-corruption commitments under the MoA. The PP
stressed that a censure motion would still be
warranted if the government extended its term beyond
January 31, failed to complete the amendment of
Section 15/1 of the constitution by year's end, or
introduced non-transparent or harmful policies.
[Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]
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Meanwhile, the charter-amendment process — aimed
at establishing a Constitutional Drafting Assembly
(CDA) — has slowed. The joint PP-BJT draft passed its
first reading on October 15, 2025, but progress toward
the second and third readings has been hindered by
disputes over the composition of the CDA and by a
Constitutional Court ruling prohibiting a directly
elected drafting body. The BJT has denied allegations
of deliberate stalling, attributing delays to procedural
issues and calling for an extraordinary parliamentary
session in early December to maintain the schedule.
[Bangkok Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7]

Thailand: Nationalist debate over border
sovereignty grows

(Im) A domestic debate has taken shape in Thailand
linking questions of sovereignty, military honor, and
the government’s handling of its frontier with
Cambodia. Former Second Army Region commander
Lieutenant General Boonsin Padklang, now an adviser
to the Royal Thai Army commander-in-chief, has
become a central figure in the discussion following a
series of public remarks urging the military to “reclaim”
Prasat Ta Kwai, an ancient temple in Surin Province
that remains one of the key disputed sites along the
Thai-Cambodian border.

Speaking at a remembrance event for war veterans in
Bangkok, Boonsin described the border clashes earlier
in the year as Thailand’s most significant modern
military engagement and paid tribute to the 16 Thai
soldiers who died. He accused Cambodian troops of
repeatedly crossing into Thai territory but said his
responses at the time had been constrained by
international scrutiny. The War Veterans Organisation
hosted the event to commemorate Thai service
members and promote patriotic education among
younger officers. [Bangkok Post 1]

His remarks followed recent comments by Cambodian
Senate President Hun Sen, who said Cambodia “would
not be affected even if the border with Thailand
remained closed for 500 years.” Thai Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul dismissed the statement,
reiterating that Bangkok seeks to avoid confrontation
and that the Joint Declaration on Peace Between
Thailand and Cambaodia, signed in Kuala Lumpur in late
October, reaffirms Thailand's territorial integrity.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Boonsin later drew further attention after claiming that
during the July 24 border fighting, a senior official had
ordered him to halt operations within six hours of
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combat—a command he said he refused to obey.
Defence Minister General Nattaphon Narkphanit, Army
Chief General Pana Klaoplodthuk, and Prime Minister
Anutin all denied that any ceasefire order had been
issued. Former Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai, who was indirectly accused of political
interference, also denied involvement. [Bangkok Post
3]

Boonsin's statements coincided with renewed border
tensions after a landmine explosion on November 10
near the Preah Vihear temple area in Si Sa Ket Province
injured four Thai soldiers and led to the suspension of
the Kuala Lumpur Peace Agreement.

Thailand: Election Commission seeks legal
clarification on postal voting for planned
constitutional referendum

(Im) The Election Commission (EC) has said that the
government must seek judicial clarification before
allowing postal voting in the upcoming constitutional
referendum, warning that such a measure could
conflict with laws prohibiting advance voting.

EC secretary-general Sawaeng Boonmee explained that
a proposal by People’s Party MP Parit Watcharasindhu
to permit citizens to cast their votes by mail ahead of
referendum day may legally constitute early voting,
which is not currently authorized under Thailand's
electoral framework.

Sawaeng stressed that while administrative
convenience for voters is important, legality must take
precedence, as any procedural irregularity could
render the referendum invalid. He said the EC would
review the legal framework to determine whether mail-
in ballots can be conducted lawfully and under what
conditions.

He clarified that postal voting is permissible only if it
takes place on the officially designated referendum
day, not before it. The commission, he said, is
committed to ensuring that both the general election
and the referendum—if held concurrently—proceed
“legitimately and in an orderly manner” without risking
the credibility of the results. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Rising party intensifies
confrontation with main opposition party
while bolstering its political base
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(msz/Im) Thailand's Khlatham Party, a rapidly
expanding member of the governing coalition
informally led by Deputy Prime Minister and influential
power broker Thammanat Prompow, has intensified its
confrontation with the opposition while simultaneously
working to strengthen its political base through
negotiations with defecting lawmakers.

Formed in 2024 following a split from the pro-junta
Palang Pracharath Party, Khlatham (meaning “Reform”)
positions itself as a pro-establishment yet populist
movement emphasizing rural development, law-and-
order policies, and political stability. Under
Thammanat's leadership, the party has sought to
expand its organizational base and parliamentary
leverage, projecting itself as a key coalition broker -
especially within the country's shifting political
landscape ahead of the expected parliamentary
dissolution in early 2026.

The confrontation with the main opposition People’s
Party (PP) stems from a broader controversy over
political membership registration, after multiple
parties were accused of enrolling citizens without their
consent to inflate membership numbers — an offence
under Section 107 of the Political Parties Act. In
response, the Election Commission (EC) has opened a
review of all party databases to verify the authenticity
of memberships.

Amid this scrutiny, Khlatham petitioned the EC to
dissolve the opposition PP, alleging financial
misconduct under Section 92 of the same act. The
complaint accuses the PP of appointing an underage
parliamentary aide and diverting assistants’ salaries to
fund large-scale recruitment. Should the EC find the
accusations credible, the case could be referred to the
Constitutional Court for potential dissolution
proceedings. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
[Bangkok Post 3]

The PP, Thailand's largest parliamentary bloc and
leader of the opposition, rejected the allegations as
politically motivated and emphasized that all
recruitment had been carried out lawfully. It countered
that Khlatham'’s own rapid membership growth—now
reportedly exceeding 180,000—merited scrutiny as
well.

The dispute intensified after Thammanat claimed that
members of the People’s Movement for a Just Society
(P-Move), a civil society coalition, had joined Khlatham.
P-Move denied the claim, explaining that the 10,000-
signature petition it submitted on November 3
concerned community land deeds and natural
resource legislation, not party membership. The
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petition, handed to Deputy Prime Ministers Sophon
Sarumy and Thammanat Prompow in their official
capacities, was part of a policy campaign. [Thai
Engquirer]

Simultaneously, Khlatham has moved to broaden its
parliamentary footprint through dialogue with former
Democrat Party leader Chalermchai Sri-on, who
formally resigned from the Democrats on November 3.
That same day, Chalermchai met with Khlatham
executives in Pattani to discuss potential political
cooperation.

Although no agreement has been announced, the
meeting sparked speculation that Chalermchai and a
bloc of up to eleven MPs from southern and
northeastern provinces—including Prachuap Khiri
Khan, Songkhla, Sakon Nakhon, Ubon Ratchathani,
Phatthalung, Nakhon Si Thammarat, and Pattani—
could eventually align with Khlatham under the
informal banner of “Chalermchai Friends.” Analysts
note that if such cooperation were realized, it could
increase the party's representation from 24 to over 40
seats, strengthening its leverage within the coalition
government.

Chalermchai’s departure followed the October 18
return of former prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva as
Democrat Party leader, part of efforts to restore unity
after the party's poor performance in the 2023 general
election. The possible defection of Chalermchai's
faction, however, could further erode the Democrats’
long-standing southern stronghold. [Thai PBS World]
[Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Pheu Thai seeks renewal under
new leader as established parties struggle
to regain political relevance

(msz) Thailand's two traditional political powerhouses
—the Pheu Thai Party and the Democrat Party—are
both pursuing renewal ahead of early elections
expected in 2026. Yet despite leadership changes and
strategic rebranding, neither has convincingly broken
from entrenched hierarchies or the generational gap
that has left them eclipsed by newer forces such as the
People's Party (PP), the single-largest party in the
house, and the ruling Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) led by
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

The Pheu Thai Party, long associated with the
Shinawatra family, is attempting a full-scale
reorganization under its newly appointed leader
Julapun Amornvivat, a five-time MP from Chiang Mai.
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His appointment followed the resignation of ex-Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, the daughter of the
party’s eminence grise Thaksin Shinawatra, who
stepped down amid declining public support and
internal pressure for reform.

Julapun has framed his leadership around a “Back to
Fundamentals” approach that seeks to restore the
party's credibility through practical economic policies
and closer engagement with voters. The new platform,
branded “Forging Pathways to Success, Erasing
Financial Burdens, Securing Daily Well-being,”
prioritizes debt relief, job creation, and household-level
financial security.

Julapun has dismissed opinion polls suggesting that
the People’s Party and Bhumijaithai currently enjoy a
decisive lead, insisting that Pheu Thai's internal
overhaul will restore voter confidence. He
acknowledged that political instability and leadership
transitions had slowed the party’'s momentum but
argued that the restructuring marks “a turning point
toward renewal.”

Despite these efforts, questions persist over how
independent the party truly is from the Shinawatra
family. Although Pheu Thai leaders insist that strategic
decisions are now made through committees rather
than personal directives, critics note that the family’s
influence remains deeply embedded. The party's
electoral target of 200 seats is widely viewed as
aspirational, with internal forecasts closer to 70-100.

Analysts see Julapun’s appointment as a stabilizing
move that preserves the party’'s core network while
seeking modest modernization. The return of Prasert
Jantararuangthong as secretary-general underscores
the continued reliance on established political families
and local patronage networks that underpin Pheu
Thai's organization in the North and Northeast.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, the Democrat Party has also turned to its
past for recovery. Former Prime Minister Abhisit
Vejjajiva has returned to the leadership after years of
electoral decline, restoring internal discipline but
highlighting the party's difficulty in appealing to
younger and urban voters. His leadership team—
composed mainly of veteran figures—projects stability
but reinforces perceptions of stagnation.

The Democrats, once dominant in Bangkok and
southern Thailand, now face severe financial and
organizational erosion, having lost key local networks
to Bhumjaithai and the United Thai Nation Party. While
Abhisit's reputation for integrity continues to
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command respect among older voters, his re-
emergence is viewed as a transitional effort to rebuild
credibility rather than reclaim power. Without new
policy direction, youth engagement, or financial
resources, the party risks fading into political
irrelevance. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Reformist senator challenges
ethics ruling as politically motivated

(Im/bk) Senator Nantana Nantavaropas, an academic-
turned-politician known for her reformist stance and
outspoken criticism of internal Senate practices, has
launched a formal challenge against the Senate Ethics
Committee after being found guilty of a serious ethical
breach.

The case centers on remarks Nantana allegedly made
at a public event, where she referred to fellow senator
Daeng Kongma, a former pork vendor, as a “pork
vendor.” The committee, chaired by Deputy Senate
Speaker Gen. Kriangkrai Srirak, ruled the comment
offensive and determined on October 28 that it
violated the Senate’s ethical code. The Senate
subsequently voted 130 to 9 to endorse the finding
and referred the case to the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) for further review.

Nantana, who entered the upper house in July 2024,
has gained prominence as part of the “new-generation”
or reform-minded faction within the Senate. She has
repeatedly questioned the legitimacy of the 2024
Senate election process and advocated for greater
transparency in the chamber’s authority to appoint
officials to independent agencies—positions that have
often drawn resistance from established factions.

On November 3, she petitioned House Speaker Wan
Muhamad Noor Matha to investigate what she
described as “governance failure” and “misuse of
authority” in the Senate. Two days later, she filed a
second complaint with the NACC, accusing Gen.
Kriangkrai and 17 other committee members of
misconduct under Section 157 of the Criminal Code.

Her petitions argue that the committee’s inquiry
breached the 2020 Senate Code of Ethics and the
procedural 150-day limit, extending instead to 316
days. She also alleges that 15 of the 22 committee
members had conflicts of interest, as they were
previously implicated in the 2024 vote-rigging case she
helped expose. Nantana claims her objections to the
committee’s composition were dismissed and that she
was denied the opportunity to testify after being
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summoned in July 2024. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok
Post 2] [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Former deputy police chief
accuses senior officers of graft in
parliamentary hearing

(bk/Im) Thailand's House Standing Committee on
National Security, Border Affairs, National Strategy,
and National Reform has opened a high-profile inquiry
into allegations by former Deputy National Police Chief
Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn that senior police officers
profited from online gambling networks.

Testifying for three hours before the committee,
chaired by opposition lawmaker Rangsiman Rome,
Surachate presented bank records and financial
documents indicating that over 30 police officers—
among them several high-ranking officials attached to
the Police Cyber Taskforce (PCT)—had received regular
payments from online gambling websites. The
evidence allegedly includes hundreds of transfers
routed through family members and intermediaries,
with one senior officer, identified as “Big T,” reportedly
receiving over 100 separate payments. Some
transactions were also traced to individuals linked to a
sitting member of parliament.

Surachate told the committee that his evidence
demonstrates systemic corruption within the PCT,
which was originally established to dismantle online
gambling and scam networks but instead became
entangled with them. He said he had previously
submitted the same material to National Police Chief
Pol Gen Kitrat Phanphet in 2024 without response and
was now testifying as a private citizen “to protect the
public interest.” [Thai Enquirer] [The Nation]

The inquiry follows Surachate’s own removal from the
police force in April 2024 after a disciplinary panel
accused him of involvement in similar networks—a
charge he denies. His dismissal, endorsed by royal
command, stripped him of pension rights and
seniority, and has been widely interpreted as the result
of an internal power struggle within the Royal Thai
Police (RTP) between competing factions over control
of cybercrime operations and financial investigations.

In response to his testimony and public statements
describing the RTP as “the largest criminal gang in
Thailand,” four police organizations—including the
Royal Thai Police Association and the Retired Police
Officers' Club—issued a joint letter demanding a fact-
finding investigation. The groups argued that
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Surachate’s remarks and those of anti-crime activist
Atchariya Ruangrattanapong had damaged the force’s
reputation and urged the national police chief to act
transparently while disciplining any officers found
guilty. [Bangkok Post]

Committee chair Rangsiman Rome stated that the
investigation will not focus solely on individual
misconduct but will extend to systemic reform of the
police institution, including the financial networks
linking officers, politicians, and online gambling
operators. [Thai Enquirer] [The Nation]

Thailand: Government intensifies anti-
scam campaign amid regional cooperation
and opposition skepticism

(Im/acs) Thailand’'s government has launched an
intensified campaign against cybercrime and online
fraud as Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul declared a
new “war on scammers,” unveiling sweeping
nationwide operations and institutional reforms to
address what he described as a national security
threat.

The push comes after a series of scandals exposed
Thailand's role as a regional financial and logistical hub
in transnational scam and money-laundering
networks. The renewed effort follows a Western-led
crackdown on a Southeast Asian fraud network linked
to Cambodia'’s Prince Holding Group, which had drawn
attention to Thai financial channels and regulatory
gaps. The case, which led to the resignation of a
deputy finance minister in October, heightened
international scrutiny of Bangkok’s oversight capacity.
[AIR No. 43, October/2025, 4]

At a press conference at police headquarters, Anutin
announced the results of a major crackdown under the
government'’s United Thailand Against Scammers
initiative. Between October 27 and November 8,
authorities arrested 7,174 suspects nationwide,
including members of organized crime groups,
operators of 26 online gambling platforms, and 22
influencers promoting illegal activities. Police also
intercepted 123 Thai nationals attempting to travel
abroad to join scam networks. Over THB 41.7 million
(USD 1.2 million) in assets were seized, and THB 31
million (USD 0.9 million) was returned to victims. Since
February, authorities have reclaimed more than THB
312 million (USD 8.8 million) in stolen funds and
blocked over 38,000 URLs tied to online fraud.
[Bangkok Post 1]
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Anutin presided over the signing of a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) among 15 public and private
agencies to strengthen cooperation, including
intelligence sharing, rapid asset seizures, and the use
of artificial intelligence tools to trace illicit financial
flows. A forthcoming emergency decree on “grey
money” will expand oversight of cryptocurrency
transactions and empower investigators to pursue
financial trails across borders. The government has
also authorized Thai law enforcement operations
abroad, including in Cambodia, to dismantle regional
scam networks. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]
[Bangkok Post 4]

Opposition voices, however, questioned the
government's resolve. People’s Party lawmaker Parit
Wacharasindhu called for stronger international
cooperation and stricter enforcement of asset
seizures, noting that Thailand remains less assertive
than other countries in prosecuting scammers. He also
criticized the lack of clarity surrounding Anutin’s
proposed international cybercrime conference. Other
opposition figures accused the administration of
relying on ceremony and “moral posturing” rather than
comprehensive institutional reform, warning that
overlapping bureaucratic mandates have hindered
effective coordination. [Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post
6]

In a related development, a Thai court upheld the
extradition of Chinese gambling magnate She Zhijiang
after more than three years of legal proceedings. She,
who also holds a Cambodian passport, was arrested in
Bangkok in 2022 under an Interpol red notice and is
accused by Beijing of running 239 gambling websites
and building casino complexes at Shwe Kokko in
Myanmar — operations linked to trafficking and online
scam syndicates across the Mekong subregion. The
ruling, issued on November 6, gives Thai authorities 90
days to complete the extradition. [Bangkok Post 7]

Meanwhile, the Pheu Thai Party has denied reports
linking one of its members to online gambling
operations, describing the allegations as politically
motivated. The party noted that during its previous
tenure overseeing the digital economy ministry,
hundreds of illegal websites were blocked, and the
Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo) continues to
investigate suspicious financial activity. [Bangkok Post
8]

At the regional level, Thailand's cabinet has endorsed
the ASEAN extradition treaty, to be signed in Manila on
November 14, aimed at reinforcing cooperation
against transnational crime. Officials caution, however,
that differences among ASEAN legal systems will
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continue to complicate implementation and
enforcement. [Bangkok Post 9]

Thailand: arrest warrant issued for
Cambodian senator linked to regional
scam network

(acs) Thai authorities have launched a large-scale
crackdown targeting Cambodian senator and business
tycoon Ly Yong Phat and his associates for alleged
involvement in money laundering tied to online scams
and transnational fraud operations. The Criminal Court
issued arrest warrants for Ly—who also holds business
interests through the LYP Group and has close ties to
Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen—and four
others, including a Thai national and three Chinese
suspects, after investigators gathered evidence linking
them to structured scam and laundering networks
operating across Thailand and Cambodia.

The case is part of an ongoing national campaign
against cyber and financial crime initiated under the
previous Thai government and maintained as a
security priority under Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul. On November 9-10, combined teams
from the Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau (CCIB) and
the Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) raided 36
locations in Bangkok and the eastern province of Trat,
which borders Cambodia. Authorities seized properties
and assets valued at roughly THB 400 million (USD 12
million), including condominium units in Bangkok's
Sukhumvit area, a five-million-baht (USD 150,000) land
plotin Trat, and around THB 88 million (USD 2.6
million) held in multiple bank accounts.

Ly's Thai citizenship had previously been revoked
following earlier accusations of involvement in human
trafficking and online fraud. Thai police said he
departed for Cambodia on October 10, prior to the
issuance of the warrant. Separate coordinated raids in
Bangkok also led to the arrest of four Chinese
nationals allegedly connected to the same network,
along with the seizure of computers, mobile phones,
and narcotics. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Former prime minister denies
involvement with alleged China-linked
financial operations

(bk) Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,
imprisoned since September 9, has denied Deputy
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Prime Minister Thammanat Prompao’s claims that he
was involved in business dealings or investments with
Benjamin Mauerberger (also known as Ben Smith), a
South African adviser to Cambodian Senate President
Hun Sen who has been implicated in China-linked scam
networks operating in Cambodia and Thailand.

Thaksin's legal team stated that Thaksin and
Mauerberger only knew each other casually and never
conducted joint investments, directly contradicting
Thammanat's assertions. Thammanat had previously
claimed he first met Mauerberger through Thaksin
during a Dubai visit while Thaksin was in self-exile and
suggested that Thaksin encouraged Mauerberger to
invest in Thailand, seeing his potential investment as
beneficial for the struggling Thai economy. Thaksin's
legal team warned of potential defamation lawsuits
against anyone linking the jailed former prime minister
to Mauerberger or his alleged online scam network.

Mauerberger has been named in U.S. legislation (H.R.
5490, the Dismantle Foreign Scam Syndicates Act of
2025) as being connected to international scam and
money-laundering operations targeting U.S. citizens.

Separately, the House Committee on National Security,
Border Affairs, National Strategy, and National Reform,
chaired by People’s Party deputy leader Rangsiman
Rome, announced it would forward a list of 43
individuals and organizations, including Mauerberger,
Yim Leak, Kok An, Ly Yong Phat, and the BIC Group, to
relevant authorities, including immigration, for
investigation and potential blacklisting. [Thai Enquirer]
[The Nation]

Thailand: Prime minister pledges full
cooperation with corruption probe into
digital wallet fund reallocation

(msz) Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has pledged
to cooperate with the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) as it investigates a former
cabinet’s decision to divert THB 35 billion (USD 1.02
billion) from state financial institutions to fund the
previous government's 10,000-baht digital wallet
stimulus program.

The inquiry, opened earlier this month, targets former
prime minister Srettha Thavisin, several cabinet
members, and senior finance officials over alleged
violations of the State Fiscal and Financial Discipline
Act, the Criminal Code, and the Anti-Corruption Act.
According to the NACC, Srettha’s administration
allegedly redirected funds from five state-owned
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specialized financial institutions—including the SME D
Bank, EXIM Bank, Government Savings Bank,
Government Housing Bank, and Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives—to the central budget
without proper parliamentary authorization. [AiR No.
44, November/2025, 1]

Anutin, who served as deputy prime minister during
the August 13, 2024 meeting that approved the
reallocation, said all cabinet matters must be legally
sound and thoroughly reviewed. He emphasized that
the NACC must be allowed to conduct its work without
interference.

Pakorn Nilprapunt, secretary-general of the Council of
State, explained that the cabinet secretariat would
formally respond to the NACC's inquiries and that not
all meeting participants would automatically fall under
investigation. Individual liability, he said, would depend
on each member’s specific role and actions in the case.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Anti-graft body moves to seize
USD 400,000 in unexplained assets from
former irrigation official

(Im) Thailand's National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) has ruled that a former senior irrigation official
in Ratchaburi province unlawfully possessed assets
worth THB 14.05 million (USD 407,000) that he could
not account for, and has initiated proceedings to
confiscate the funds.

According to the commission, the individual had
reported annual income ranging from THB 329,728 to
THB 806,614 (USD 9,500-23,400) between 2017 and
2022, with no declared outside employment or
business activities. In 2023, however, they purchased
savings bonds from the state-owned Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives valued at
THB 14 million, without providing credible evidence of
the funds’ origin.

Under the Organic Act on Anti-Corruption, the NACC
will forward the case to the Office of the Attorney
General for a court petition to seize the disputed
assets and transfer them to the state. The individual's
former agency has also been instructed to initiate
disciplinary proceedings within 60 days. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Former lawmaker surrenders
over 2009 ASEAN Summit raid

(Im) Former Member of Parliament Nisit Sindhuprai
has surrendered to Thai authorities after years of
evading arrest for his role in the 2009 raid on the
ASEAN Summit in Pattaya, when demonstrators broke
into the venue and forced the evacuation of regional
leaders.

Nisit, a former Pheu Thai Party lawmaker for Si Sa Ket
and Roi Et provinces, was a senior figure in the United
Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD) — a
mass protest movement known as the red shirts that
supported former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
and opposed the Abhisit Vejjajiva administration
following the 2006 military coup.

He turned himself in at the Crime Suppression Division
in Bangkok on November 7 to face charges of public
disorder, property damage, and trespassing under an
arrest warrant issued in 2019. That year, he was
sentenced in absentia to four years in prison after
failing to appear for the verdict in connection with the
summit raid, which caused diplomatic embarrassment
and was widely seen as a turning point in Thailand's
political unrest.

Now 69, Nisit denied all charges during questioning
and was transferred to the Pattaya Provincial Court for
further legal proceedings. He is also the father of

Jiraporn Sindhuprai, a former Minister attached to the
Prime Minister's Office under the governments of
Srettha Thavisin and Paetongtarn Shinawatra.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Energy authority projects fuel
fund solvency by 2029

(msz) Thailand's Oil Fuel Fund Office (OFFO) projects
that the national fuel fund will clear its remaining debt
and achieve full financial stability by 2029. The current
liability stands at THB 31 billion (USD 955 million), a
sharp decline from its 2022 peak of more than THB
105 billion (USD 3.2 billion).

According to OFFO'’s policy and planning division, the
outlook is supported by forecasts for a stable global oil
market, with crude prices expected to remain between
USD 60 and USD 70 per barrel in 2026 due to weak
global demand and steady supply. OFFO noted that
continued market stability could allow debt repayment
to be completed even earlier than anticipated.
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To strengthen resilience against future price volatility,
the agency is drafting a new Fuel Price Crisis
Management Plan (2025-2029) to replace the current
2020-2024 framework. The plan includes a review of
price ceilings for major fuels, such as diesel (currently
capped at THB 30 per liter) and liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) cooking gas (capped at THB 423 per 15
kilograms), to ensure they remain aligned with
economic conditions.

Once endorsed by the Fuel Fund Executive Committee,
the proposal will proceed to the Minister of Energy and
the National Energy Policy Council (NEPC) before final
Cabinet approval. OFFO also confirmed that, under its
revised fiscal plan, funding for biofuel blends in
gasoline will be phased out by September 2026,
reserving the fund strictly for use in verified crisis
situations.[The Nation]

Thailand: Economy shows signs of
recovery; Finance Ministry and central
bank launch coordinated support
programs

(bk) Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas announced that the economy has
rebounded from stagnation, with fourth-quarter GDP
projected to grow by 1-2 percent, exceeding earlier
forecasts of near-zero growth. He attributed the
improvement to the government'’s “Quick Big Win”
stimulus programs — including the welfare card
scheme, Let's Go Halves Plus, and the Tiew Dee Mee
Kuen tourism campaign — which helped revive
domestic consumption within a month.

While short-term growth is stabilizing, Ekniti warned
that weak investment remains the economy’s key
structural challenge, now accounting for less than 25
percent of GDP compared with 40-50 percent in the
past. To reverse this trend, the government plans to
accelerate infrastructure development without adding
new public debt, leveraging mechanisms such as the
Thailand Future Fund (TFF) to attract non-debt and
ESG-oriented financing for projects including floating
solar farms. The approach aims to stimulate clean
energy investment, encourage stock market listings,
and strengthen corporate governance. At the same
time, the administration plans to streamline
investment procedures via a “Fast Pass” system to
expedite THB 470 billion (USD 15 billion) worth of
pending BOI projects, supported by a Regulatory
Guillotine Committee tasked with cutting outdated
business regulations.
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Addressing household debt, Ekniti outlined two major
initiatives for financially vulnerable groups. The
Sukhumvit Asset Management Company (SAM) will
manage personal debts under THB 100,000 (USD
3,087) from approximately two million debtors, using
THB 20 billion (USD 617 million) from existing budgets
to restructure obligations and restore access to credit.
A separate in-house Asset Management Company
(AMC) under the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives (BAAC) will handle THB 7-8 billion (USD
216-246 million) in agricultural debts for about 100,000
farming households. Both programs are designed to
resolve non-performing loans (NPLs) while preserving
fiscal discipline. [The Nation 1]

In parallel, the Bank of Thailand (BOT) is developing a
new credit guarantee mechanism aimed at helping
banks extend more loans to small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), addressing the high credit costs
and negative lending trends that have limited SME
access to finance. The initiative, funded through the
Financial Institutions Development Fund (FIDF), which
is separate from the government budget, to allow for
rapid implementation, is intended to simplify the credit
guarantee process and reduce credit risks for banks,
particularly amid high SME lending costs and cautious
lending practices. Initially, the program will focus on
five core industries identified in the “Reinvent
Thailand” initiative: Agriculture and Food, Automotive,
Smart Electronics, Healthcare and Medical, and
Tourism. Discussions are underway to expand
coverage to sectors such as retail, wholesale, and
export-oriented industries. The BOT is coordinating
closely with the Ministry of Finance and the Thai
Bankers' Association to implement the program
efficiently. [The Nation 2]

In addition, the BOT has approved new guidelines
allowing non-banks to invest in asset management
joint ventures (JVs) with financial institutions to
manage bad debt and support economic recovery. The
initiative, set to begin in 2024, aims to help financial
institutions handle rising non-performing assets (NPAs)
amid ongoing economic uncertainties, particularly for
vulnerable households and businesses.

Under the new rules, commercial banks, specialized
financial institutions, and non-banks can temporarily
invest in asset management companies or other legal
entities engaged in asset management through JVs.
The setup period for these JVs is two years, and they
are allowed to operate for up to 15 years. Their
primary responsibility will be to restructure debts
transferred to them, ensuring that repayments align
with borrowers’ actual financial capacity while
providing benefits to borrowers.
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Previously, joint ventures for specialized financial
institutions were limited to handling NPAs originating
only from such institutions. The BOT's updated
guidelines expand the scope to include NPAs from
commercial banks and non-banks, giving the financial
sector a broader toolset to manage deteriorating loan
portfolios efficiently. [The Nation 3]

Thailand: Government launches economic
and public health initiatives to ease
household burdens

(msz) Thailand's government has unveiled a pair of
nationwide initiatives aimed at improving citizens'
living standards and cutting household costs,
combining social welfare, healthcare, and border
security objectives under Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's “Quick Big Win" agenda.

The first, a new public health program titled “Suk Kai
Sabai Krapao” (“Healthy Body, Easy on the Pocket”),
allows patients to purchase prescribed medicines
directly from certified pharmacies rather than through
hospitals. The initiative is projected to reduce
household healthcare expenditures by at least THB 32
billion (USD 983 million) annually and relieve pressure
on overcrowded public hospitals.

Under the policy, private hospitals must issue
transparent prescriptions that specify drug names and
usage instructions, enabling patients to choose where
to buy their medicine. Over 300 private hospitals and
3,400 FDA-certified pharmacies nationwide have
already joined, with telepharmacy services also
available under the oversight of the Pharmacy Council
of Thailand. [The Nation]

Complementing this, the Ministry of Interior has
launched the “Mahadthai Thum Thun Thee: Action 5"
initiative, a five-point plan to address economic
hardship, local security, and governance. Key
measures include household expense relief through
electricity and water subsidies, expansion of
community solar power and the One Tambon One
Product (OTOP) program, accelerated land surveys and
title deed issuance, and improved compensation
mechanisms for frontier communities along the Thai-
Cambodian border.

Further priorities cover drug suppression, disaster
preparedness, and action against human trafficking,
cybercrime, and online fraud. Anutin emphasized that
these reforms aim to link local governance, public
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health, and national security to restore public
confidence and economic stability. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government launches one-time
debt restructuring program for small-
scale borrowers

(Im) The Thai government has unveiled a nationwide
debt restructuring initiative for small-scale borrowers,
designed to inject more than THB 100 billion
(approximately USD 3 billion) back into the economy.
Officials have stressed that this program will be a one-
time measure, aimed at resolving the country’s
mounting personal debt crisis without encouraging
future dependency on state bailouts.

The initiative targets individuals with non-performing
loans (NPLs) below THB 100,000 (USD 2,950), covering
roughly 4.76 million accounts held by 3.5 million
people, with total debts amounting to THB 1.22 trillion
(USD 35.9 billion). Under the scheme, a new
government agency will manage debt restructuring,
allowing borrowers to renegotiate repayment terms
through principal reductions, interest and penalty
waivers, and extended payment periods.

The plan authorizes state-owned financial institutions
to purchase bad debts from commercial banks and
restructure them according to each borrower’s
capacity to repay. Banks are cooperating, as most of
these NPLs have already been written off. Participants
who complete the restructuring process will also have
their credit records cleared from the National Credit
Bureau, offering what officials call a “second chance”
for financial rehabilitation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cabinet authorizes THB 18
billion loan to rescue ailing State Railway
of Thailand

(msz) Thailand's Cabinet has approved a proposal from
the Ministry of Transport allowing the State Railway of
Thailand (SRT) to secure a THB 18 billion (USD 553
million) loan for the 2026 fiscal year. The Ministry
submitted the request after the SRT reported that its
income remained insufficient to meet operating costs.
The loan will provide liquidity for essential
expenditures, including the maintenance of tracks,
bridges, foundations, signaling systems, safety
barriers, and lighting across the national railway
network.
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According to official information, the SRT's financial
difficulties stem largely from high fixed expenses such
as debt repayments, interest charges, and pension
obligations, as well as frequent repair costs associated
with its aging infrastructure and rolling stock. These
factors have contributed to an accumulated debt now
totaling THB 300 billion (USD 9.2 billion). [Bangkok
Post]

Timor-Leste: Parliament backs 2026
budget to drive economic transformation

(ms) Timor-Leste's National Parliament approved the
2026 General State Budget (GSB) on November 7,
setting a total of USD 2.29 billion under the theme
“Investing in National Transformation, Regional
Integration, and Inclusive Development.” The bill passed
with 42 votes in favour and 23 abstentions, reflecting
broad support for Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao's
plan to shift the country toward a more diversified and
self-reliant economy.

The budget directs USD 2.215 billion to the central
administration, with major spending on infrastructure,
education, health, and agriculture, alongside
investments in digital governance and civil service
reform. A new National Development Bank will support
private-sector growth and infrastructure financing.

Gusmado said 2026 would be “the year of transforming
the economy,” citing the need to reduce reliance on
the Petroleum Fund, expected to deplete within a
decade. The government forecasts non-oil GDP growth
of 4.5 percent in 2025 and 2026, driven by public
investment and household spending.

The budget's approval comes as Timor-Leste deepens
integration into ASEAN, aiming to strengthen fiscal
discipline, expand revenue sources, and boost investor
confidence ahead of its 2026 leadership transition.
[Government of Timor-Leste] [Macao News]

Timor-Leste: Government launches USD
14 million Aileu-Ermera road
rehabilitation project

(ms) The government of Timor-Leste has launched a
USD 14 million project to rehabilitate the road linking
Seloi-Kraik in Aileu to Tokoluli in Ermera, part of its
broader national road network upgrade program.
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The project, formally inaugurated on 8 November by
Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao and Public
Works Minister Samuel Marcal, will take 18 months to
complete. It aims to improve connectivity between
central municipalities and support the movement of
goods and services across the interior.

For the first time, a local Timorese construction
company secured the contract through an
international tender, highlighting the sector’s growing
technical capacity. The National Development Agency
(ADN) will supervise implementation and ensure
compliance with technical standards.

Analysts noted that infrastructure spending has
become a key pillar of Timor-Leste's fiscal strategy,
aimed at diversifying the economy and creating short-
term employment while longer-term private
investment remains limited. [Government of Timor-
Leste]

Timor-Leste: Government launches post-
accession workshop on ASEAN Economic
Community commitments

(ms) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation
held a three-day post-accession workshop in Dili from
4 November, focusing on implementing Timor-Leste's
commitments within the ASEAN Economic Community
(AEC) for 2026-2030.

Chaired by Vice-Minister for ASEAN Affairs Milena
Rangel, the event marked what she called “the
transition from accession to implementation,”
emphasizing the need for coordinated national efforts
and strategic reforms to align with ASEAN standards.

The workshop was organized in partnership with the
Australian Embassy, the Asian Development Bank
(ADB), the ASEAN Secretariat, the European Union, and
the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East
Asia (ERIA).

Experts from Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam joined
Timorese officials, private sector representatives, and
civil society to identify priority areas for integration.
Discussions centered on trade facilitation, institutional
readiness, and the national roadmap for AEC
implementation from 2026 to 2030. [Government of
Timor-Leste]
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Timor-Leste: Government launches first
Administrative Modernisation Centre in
Dili

(ms) The Government of Timor-Leste has broken
ground on the country's first Administrative
Modernisation Centre (CMA), a flagship initiative under
the civil service reform agenda. The ceremony, held on
4 November in Caicoli, Dili, was chaired by Minister of
State Administration Tomas do Rosario Cabral in
partnership with the UN Development Programme
(UNDP).

The centre aims to simplify administrative processes,
foster innovation, and improve coordination between
central and local government. It will serve as a hub for
training and digital transformation, linking the national
One-Stop Shop network and the Municipal Portal to
enhance interoperability and citizen access to services.
[Government of Timor-Leste]

Vietnam: Party Central Committee
concludes 14th plenum with key decisions
on leadership and 14th congress
preparations

(hn/ms) The 13th Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Viét Nam held its 14th plenum in Ha NGi on
November 5-6 to discuss preparations for the
upcoming 14th National Party Congress, Party and
political system reforms, personnel matters, and other
key national issues. General Secretary T6 Lam chaired
the meeting and delivered both the opening and
closing speeches.

The Committee reviewed a draft report summarizing
the leadership and direction of the 13th tenure,
emphasizing unity, decisive leadership, and
achievements across nearly all fields, including rapid
economic growth, structural reform, digital
transformation, and strengthened anti-corruption
efforts. The report also acknowledged shortcomings in
policy implementation, coordination, and enforcement,
with members discussing corrective measures to
enhance decentralization, administrative efficiency,
and discipline in the political system. General Secretary
Lam highlighted that despite domestic and global
challenges, the Party completed or exceeded several
major goals, notably the early completion of Resolution
18 on streamlining the political system and the
issuance of seven key strategic resolutions supporting
long-term national development.
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Personnel work dominated the agenda. The Central
Committee reached consensus on the number and
composition of the next-term Politburo and
Secretariat, approving preliminary nomination lists
based on criteria of integrity, strategic vision, and
proven leadership ability. Final selections will be made
at the 15th plenum after the Politburo and
Subcommittee for Personnel Affairs refine the
proposals and integrate feedback. Analysts interpret
this staged approach as a deliberate effort to preserve
internal balance, ensuring an orderly and consensus-
driven transition ahead of the 14th Congress.

The plenum also approved lists for the Presidium,
Secretariat, and Credentials Verification Committee for
the 14th National Congress, along with reports on the
working regulations of key Party bodies. In a major
personnel shift, the Committee elected Tran S§ Thanh
as Chairman of the Party Central Inspection
Commission, replacing Nguy&n Duy Ngoc, who was
appointed Secretary of the Ha N&i Party Committee.
Thanh, formerly Chairman of the Ha N&i People’s
Committee, is known for his experience in finance and
state enterprise management. His move to the
Inspection Commission, a core anti-corruption and
disciplinary body, signals the Party's intent to sustain
the anti-graft campaign with renewed focus and
institutional authority. Ngoc's reassignment to lead the
capital's Party Committee reflects strategic rotation—
placing trusted figures in both oversight and
governance posts to maintain stability and cohesion in
the lead-up to the Congress.

The Committee also discussed personnel
recommendations for senior state positions, including
Vice Chairperson of the National Assembly and Chief
Justice of the Supreme People’s Court, aligning Party
and state-level appointments within the same reform
roadmap. Members reviewed the eight-year
implementation of Resolution 18 on streamlining the
political system, concluding that it had been completed
five years ahead of schedule. The two-tier local
administration model was reaffirmed as effective, with
calls to deepen digital governance and improve
accountability mechanisms at both provincial and
grassroots levels.

In his closing address, General Secretary Lam urged all
Party members to uphold unity, responsibility, and
political discipline. He called for stronger initiative from
Party leaders, greater efficiency in governance, and
urgent action in storm and flood prevention efforts in
the central and Central Highlands regions. He stressed
that maintaining social stability and effective
leadership during this period is vital to the success of



the 14th Congress and the next phase of national
development.

Observers inside and outside Vietnam see the 14th
plenum as a defining moment in consolidating T6
Lam'’s leadership and preparing a disciplined, results-
oriented transition. Political analysts note that while
personnel lists have been finalized in principle, the
absence of publicized names reflects a cautious,
consensus-first approach typical of Party transitions.
The appointment of Tran S§ Thanh to the Inspection
Commission underscores the continuing centrality of
anti-corruption work and cadre discipline in the Party’s
agenda, while the reaffirmation of structural reforms
highlights the leadership’s commitment to
modernization and administrative efficiency. The
Politburo and the Subcommittee for Personnel Affairs
will now finalize personnel plans and Congress
documents for submission to the 15th plenum,
expected in early 2026. As preparations advance
toward the 14th National Party Congress, the emphasis
on reform, discipline, and consensus underscores the
Party's message of continuity and confidence in
steering Vietnam'’s long-term development trajectory.
[Viethamnews1] [Viethamnews?2]

Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi
unveil detailed motorcycle emission rules
for 2027 rollout

(ms) The Vietnamese government has released
detailed regulations for its long-anticipated crackdown
on motorcycle emissions, with Ho Chi Minh City and
Hanoi confirmed as the first to enforce the new
standards starting July 1, 2027. The policy marks a
concrete step in the country's broader climate and
green energy strategy, but experts warn that
implementation will be fraught with economic and
logistical challenges.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Environment
announced that motorcycles and mopeds will be
divided into four compliance levels based on their
manufacturing year. Vehicles made before 2008
(mopeds before 2016) must meet Level 1 emission
standards, while newer vehicles will be required to
meet stricter Level 2-4 standards. By January 1, 2032,
all two-wheelers in the two biggest cities must comply
with at least Level 2. Other major urban areas
including Da Nang, Hai Phong, and Can Tha will join
the program in 2028, with nationwide enforcement
expected by 2030.
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The new framework also clarifies testing procedures,
inspection intervals, and penalty mechanisms for non-
compliant vehicles. Authorities plan to establish
designated testing centers and integrate digital
tracking for emission data, which will link to the
national vehicle registry. [Vietnam Insider]

Despite the clarity, the feasibility of the program
remains doubtful. Ho Chi Minh City alone has around 8
million registered motorcycles, while Hanoi counts
more than 6 million—numbers that make large-scale
inspection, retrofitting, or scrapping of old vehicles a
formidable task. The financial cost for ordinary citizens,
many of whom depend on motorbikes for daily work, is
likely to be significant.

Some analysts have suggested the rollout could also
favor domestic electric vehicle producers, notably
Vingroup's VinFast, which dominates Vietnam'’s electric
scooter market. The emissions policy, they argue, may
function as an indirect stimulus for the conglomerate’s
e-mobility sector.

While officials describe the plan as part of Vietnam'’s
path toward net-zero emissions by 2050, critics warn
that without expanded public transport and subsidies
for low-income groups, the transition could deepen
inequality and stir public backlash.

Vietnam: National Assembly elects new
Chief Justice and Vice Chairman in
leadership reshuffle

(hn) At its 10th session, the 15th National Assembly
elected Nguyén Van Quang as Chief Justice of the
Supreme People’s Court for the 2021-2026 tenure,
with 440 of 441 deputies voting in favor. Quang
pledged loyalty to the Fatherland, the people, and the
Constitution, vowing to uphold justice, protect citizens'
rights, and strengthen the judiciary’s integrity and
professionalism. He emphasized advancing judicial
reform, promoting unity, and enhancing Party
leadership and efficiency within the court system.
[Government News] [Viethamnews]

The National Assembly also approved the election of
D6 Van Chién, Politburo member and Standing Vice
Secretary of the NA Party Committee, as Vice Chairman
of the 15th legislature. His appointment follows the
Politburo’s earlier decision assigning him to the NA
Party Committee’s Standing Board for the 2020-2025
tenure. Chién previously served as Secretary of the
Party Central Committee and President of the Vietnam
Fatherland Front Central Committee before stepping
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down from his previous Party roles to assume the new
position. [Vietnamplus] [Viethamnet]

Vietham: Government to raise regional
minimum wage by up to VND 350,000 (USD
14) from January 2026

(hn) The Vietnamese government has issued Decree
293/2025, raising the regional minimum wage by VND
250,000-350,000 (USD 10-14) per month, an average
increase of 7.2 percent, effective January 1, 2026, for
workers under labor contracts. The new monthly
minimum wages are VND 5,310,000 (USD 210) for
Region |, up VND 350,000 (USD 14) or 7.1 percent; VND
4,730,000 (USD 187) for Region II, up VND 320,000
(USD 13) or 7.3 percent; VND 4,140,000 (USD 164) for
Region Ill, up VND 280,000 (USD 11) or 7.3 percent; and
VND 3,700,000 (USD 147) for Region IV, up VND
250,000 (USD 10) or 7.2 percent. Corresponding hourly
wages will also rise, with Region | increasing from VND
23,800 (USD 0.94) to VND 25,500 (USD 1.01) and
Region IV from VND 16,600 (USD 0.66) to VND 17,800
(USD 0.71). The new rates apply based on the
employer’s location; companies with branches in
multiple regions will follow the rate of each branch'’s
area, while industrial zones spanning several regions
will apply the highest regional rate. These adjustments
serve as the legal baseline for monthly, daily, weekly,
or piece-rate pay.

Vietnam divides regions based on development:
Region | includes major cities (Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City,
Da Nang, Hai Phong, Can Tho), Region Il covers
provincial cities and large industrial zones, Region ll|
includes moderately urbanized districts, and Region IV
covers rural and mountainous areas.

Decree 293 aims to improve workers’ income and
ensure minimum living standards amid rising living
costs. The 7.2 percent increase follows
recommendations from the National Wage Council,
though the Vietnam General Confederation of Labor
had proposed a 9.2 percent rise to better offset
inflation and living cost pressures. Since 2000, the
government has adjusted the minimum wage 20 times,
mostly effective from January 1. [Vnexpress, in
Vietnamese] [Viethamnet]

Vietham: Government sets ambitious 8.4
percent Q4 growth target amid skepticism
over official figures
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(ms) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has
urged ministries and local authorities to deliver 8.4
percent GDP growth in the final quarter of 2025 to
meet the government's full-year target of over 8
percent. Speaking at a regular cabinet meeting on
November 8 in Ha N&i, Chinh acknowledged that
traditional growth drivers—foreign investment,
exports, and domestic consumption—had
underperformed expectations, while public investment
disbursement remains below target.

Official data shows the economy expanding 8.22
percent in the third quarter, up from 7.96 percentin
the second and 6.93 percent in the first, which the
government cited as evidence of strong recovery
momentum. However, independent observers,
including regional economists and multilateral
agencies, have placed growth estimates lower, typically
around 6.8-7.2 percent, suggesting the official figures
may be overly optimistic. Analysts note that Vietnam'’s
growth data often diverge from external assessments,
especially in politically sensitive years leading up to
Party Congresses.

At the meeting, Chinh called for faster implementation
of infrastructure projects, including over 3,200
kilometers of expressways, and directed ministries to
accelerate reforms, improve investment efficiency, and
stimulate private consumption. He also emphasized
balancing growth with inflation control, maintaining
“flexible” exchange rate management, and ensuring
stability in the gold and currency markets.

To support financing needs, the Ministry of Finance
announced plans to issue VND 500 trillion (USD 19
billion) in government bonds by the end of the year—
an increase of roughly 50 percent from 2024—and
expects a similar volume in corporate bond issuance in
2025.

While the government projects confidence in meeting
its targets, economic analysts remain cautious. They
point to slowing export demand amid US tariffs, fragile
consumer confidence, and weather-related disruptions
that have already cost an estimated VND 40 trillion
(USD 1.6 billion) in damages. With Vietnam'’s leadership
emphasizing optimism and reform, critics warn that
the gap between official data and independent
assessments risks obscuring structural weaknesses in
the economy’s post-pandemic recovery. [Bloomberg]
[VNEconomy] [Voice of Vietnam]

Vietnam: Vingroup ventures into aviation
and space amid push for ‘chip-to-ship’
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national champions

(ms) Vietnam's largest private conglomerate, Vingroup,
has announced the creation of VinSpace Joint Stock
Company, a new aerospace and aviation
manufacturer, as part of a wider national drive to build
homegrown “chip-to-ship” industrial champions under
the D&i Md&i 2.0 reform agenda. The new company,
established with VND 300 billion (USD 11.4 million) in
capital, will produce aircraft, spacecraft, and
telecommunication satellites, expanding the group’s
presence into high-tech and strategic sectors.

According to business registration documents, Pham
Nhat Vuong, Vietnam'’s richest man and Vingroup's
founder, holds 71 percent of VinSpace, with Vingroup
owning 19 percent and Vuong's two sons sharing the
remaining 10 percent. In a statement to Reuters,
Vingroup said the venture would “complement and
support existing business sectors while laying the
foundation for future development initiatives.” The
expansion follows major investments in electric
vehicles (VinFast), renewable energy, and a proposed
USD 70 billion high-speed railway, reflecting Vuong's
ambition to position his conglomerate as a
cornerstone of Vietnam’s next industrial revolution.

The initiative aligns with the government’s Resolution
68, unveiled in May, which promotes large, globally
competitive domestic firms as key to Vietnam's growth
strategy. The policy—dubbed D6i M&i 2.0—shifts focus
from state-owned enterprises to private-sector
‘national champions' capable of driving
industrialization and innovation across sectors such as
semiconductors, green energy, and aerospace.
Communist Party leader T6 Lam has explicitly called on
these conglomerates to lead strategic projects,
describing them as central to national self-reliance and
economic modernization.

However, this state-backed concentration of industrial
power has raised concerns among regulators and
investors. According to internal documents reviewed
by Reuters, both the central bank and the finance
ministry have warned of potential financial instability
stemming from preferential treatment and heavy
reliance on highly leveraged private groups. In
particular, Vingroup's proposal to build and operate
the USD 70 billion high-speed railway—Ilargely financed
through state-supported loans—triggered warnings
over fiscal risks and possible effects on Vietnam's
credit ratings.

Analysts note that the push for “chip-to-ship”
conglomerates mirrors South Korea's chaebol model
but may also risk creating political favoritism and



concentration of credit exposure. “Over-reliance on
selected business groups to drive growth can
exacerbate concentration risks in banks’ loan
portfolios,” said Willie Tanoto of Fitch Ratings. Foreign
investors have echoed these worries, with FDI
commitments falling by 5 percent in the five months
following Resolution 68's release, and foreign holdings
on Vietnam's stock market dropping from 16 percent
to around 15 percent.

Despite this, domestic enthusiasm remains strong.
Government planners argue that empowering major
private-sector players like Vingroup, Masan, and Hoa
Phat is essential for sustaining economic growth amid
slowing exports and intensifying global trade
pressures. The D&i Mdi 2.0 framework envisions these
conglomerates leading technological breakthroughs
and industrial diversification, reducing dependence on
foreign partners and state subsidies. [Reuters 1]
[Reuters 2]

Vietnam: Stronger export verification to
counter transshipment concerns and
boost trade transparency

(ms) Vietnam has notified the World Trade
Organization (WTO) of new rules and technology
upgrades to the way it issues certificates of origin (C/O)
—the documents that certify where exported goods
are made. The Ministry of Industry and Trade's Agency
of Foreign Trade confirmed that these certificates will
now include QR codes for easier digital verification,
while more authorized offices, including selected
provincial agencies, will be allowed to issue them.
Officials said the changes aim to improve transparency
and make it harder to falsify trade documents. [F2F]

While the reform is officially framed as part of
Vietnam's broader digital trade facilitation agenda, it
also serves a strategic purpose: addressing foreign
concerns about transshipment, especially from the
United States. Washington has repeatedly warned that
some Chinese goods might be rerouted through
Vietnam to bypass tariffs or trade restrictions.
Industries such as steel, plywood, and solar panels
have been subject to investigations and temporary
duties in recent years. By enhancing traceability,
Vietnam seeks to demonstrate that its exports are
genuinely produced domestically and comply with
origin rules under its free-trade agreements.

Analysts note that the timing reflects Vietnam'’s efforts
to balance growing export reliance on the U.S. market
with the need to protect its reputation as a reliable and
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rule-abiding trade partner. The move comes after the
U.S. imposed 20 percent tariffs on Viethamese goods
in August, citing the widening trade imbalance.
Introducing QR-coded certificates and tightening
oversight could help reduce friction and pre-empt
further trade disputes.

Vietnam: Government unveils ambitious
climate-smart agriculture plan

(ms) Vietnam's Ministry of Agriculture and Environment
(MAE) announced a new roadmap targeting a 15
percent cut in agricultural greenhouse gas emissions
by 2035 and full adoption of sustainable cultivation
practices by 2050. The plan, outlined in the Crop
Production Development Plan 2025-2035, aims to
digitise all farm emission data for integration into the
national monitoring system and to prepare for
participation in global carbon markets.

The government will pilot a domestic carbon trading
scheme before 2028 and introduce a national low-
emissions certification label for crop products through
at least 15 pilot projects. Provinces are required to
implement one or two scalable low-emission
production models.

Measures include converting low-yield rice fields to
high-value dryland crops or aquaculture, promoting
alternate wetting and drying irrigation, expanding
organic fertiliser use, and applying digital technologies
such as soil sensors and precision agriculture. The
initiative will train around 3,000 technical officers and
farmers and draw on support from international
partners including the FAO, World Bank, JICA, and
UNDP. [AgTech Navigator]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China holds off on funding COP 30
rainforest protection initiative

(dql) China has reportedly declined, for now, to
contribute financially to Brazil's flagship Tropical Forests
Forever Facility (TFFF), a new rainforest protection fund
launched at the ongoing COP30 in Belém. Beijing
argued that developed nations should bear primary
responsibility for global climate financing—a stance
rooted in the long-standing UN principle of “common
but differentiated responsibilities.”

Chinese negotiators expressed political support for the
TFFF but refrained from committing funds,
disappointing Brasilia's hopes that China would
emerge as an early major backer. The TFFF, designed
as a USD 125 billion endowment to reward countries
preserving tropical forests, has already secured USD
5.5 billion in pledges from Brazil, Indonesia, Norway,
Portugal, and France. [COP 30 Brasil]

Chinese Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang reiterated in Brazil
that developed nations must lead in emissions cuts
and climate financing. Days later, Beijing reinforced
this position in a white paper which outlined its
domestic carbon goals and reaffirmed its developing-
country status under the UN framework. The
document emphasized China's vast renewable energy
expansion and its commitment to “a fair and rational
global climate governance system.” [The State Council,
China 1 [The State Council, China 2]

While Brazil's leaders described China’s interest as
genuine, they acknowledged that joining such
mechanisms “was not a trivial matter.” President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva reportedly plans to raise the issue
directly with President Xi Jinping at the upcoming G20
summit in South Africa, hoping to translate China's
rhetorical support into a concrete financial
commitment. [SMCP]
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China suspends select export controls
through November 2026

(dgl) China's Ministry of Commerce has suspended
certain export control measures announced on
October 9, with the suspension set to last until
November 10, 2026. The measures primarily concern
rare-earth exports and related technologies,
encompassing six separate regulatory
announcements.

Four of these were issued jointly with the General
Administration of Customs and cover controls on
superhard materials, lithium batteries, synthetic
graphite anodes, equipment, raw materials linked to
rare earths, and five medium- and heavy-rare-earth
elements, including holmium. The other two pertain to
overseas-related rare-earth items and rare-earth
technologies. [Ministry of Commerce, China] [China
Daily]

The move comes as China is reportedly developing a
new rare earth licensing system aimed at expediting
exports, though it is unlikely to fully reverse the wide-
ranging controls imposed in April and October. The
Ministry of Commerce has informed some exporters
they will be able to apply for streamlined permits in
the future and outlined required documentation.
These export curbs remain Beijing's most powerful
leverage in its trade rivalry with the U.S., as China
controls over 90 percent of global processed rare
earths and magnets, crucial for technologies from
electric vehicles to missiles.

Following the Trump-Xi summit last month, China
announced a one-year pause on restrictions
introduced in October. While the White House framed
new licenses as the effective end of China’s rare earth
controls, Chinese officials indicated privately that the
process is ongoing and could take months. Exporters
will likely face stricter scrutiny if they supply defense-
related or sensitive industries.

The new permits are expected to last one year and
allow larger shipments, though some companies have
not yet been notified. Under the current regime, every
shipment requires a license, a process that has slowed
exports and caused industry bottlenecks; only about
half of the 2,000 applications from EU firms since April
have been approved. Analysts view the move as a
cautious step by Beijing to manage global supply
chains while retaining strategic leverage over the U.S.
and other markets. [Reuters]
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China signals potential revival of trade
talks with EU

(dgl) China's commerce ministry indicated renewed
interest in negotiating trade and investment
agreements with the European Union (EU), including a
possible deal akin to the EU-China Comprehensive
Agreement on Investment (CAl), whose ratification has
been stalled since 2021. The ministry emphasized
shared economic interests and opportunities for
mutually beneficial cooperation, noting Brussels’
recent free trade initiatives and efforts to diversify
exports.

The announcement comes amid heightened EU-China
tensions, including last year’s EU tariff measures on
China-made electric vehicles, and as the U.S. tariff
offensive has pushed the two economies toward closer
alignment on trade policy. While discussions are
emerging, analysts caution that China'’s political
support for Russia may complicate the pace and scope
of any agreement.

Since CAl negotiations stalled, the EU has concluded
deals with New Zealand and advanced talks with Kenya
and Chile, while China finalized an upgraded trade pact
with ASEAN, reflecting both sides’ strategic efforts to
expand economic partnerships amid global trade
competition. [Reuters]

EU launches anti-subsidy probe into
Chinese tyre exports, Lison metro line
tender bid

(dqgl) The European Commission has opened an anti-
subsidy investigation into tyres for cars, light trucks,
and buses imported from China, citing evidence that
Chinese producers benefit from unfair government
support. The probe complements an ongoing anti-
dumping review initiated in May and is part of 17 new
EU investigations targeting Chinese products amid a
surge in imports.

EU industry groups report that Chinese tyre imports
have increased 51 percent since 2021, with prices 30-
65 percent below EU manufacturers’, harming
domestic sales. Subsidies cited include grants,
preferential loans, tax breaks, and below-market
provision of land and electricity. [Reuters]

In addition, the European Commission has launched a
formal investigation into whether China’s state-owned
CRRC benefited from foreign subsidies in its bid for
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Lisbon's new “violet” metro line. A preliminary inquiry
suggested that CRRC's Portuguese unit may have
received unfair state support in the April tender, which
attracted four bids totaling EUR 599-716 million (USD
699-836 million).

The investigations add to broader EU scrutiny of
Chinese firms amid rising concerns about state-backed
competition in strategic sectors amid heightened
tensions between Beijing and Brussels over trade and
China’s role in Russia’s war in Ukraine. [EU News]

Meanwhile, European Commission Vice President
Stephane Sejourne signaled that the EU must
safeguard its automotive sector against growing
competition from U.S. and Chinese manufacturers,
particularly in the electric vehicle (EV) market. He
warned that without intervention, European car
production could decline from 13 million to 9 million
units over the next decade.

Sejourne indicated that the EU will unveil plans on
December 10 to protect domestic industry, including
imposing conditions on foreign investment. He also
suggested revisiting the 2035 ban on new internal
combustion engine (ICE) vehicles to allow more
flexibility, amid pressure from European automakers
to reduce carbon standards and incentivize locally
produced EVs.

Chinese car brands have recently outsold European
rivals such as Audi and Renault in Europe, highlighting
the challenge of international competition. Analysts
note that European consumers are increasingly
receptive to Chinese EVs, reflecting the sector’s
intensifying global dynamics. [Anadolu Ajansi]

China urges talks to revive Iran nuclear
deal

(dgl) China has urged renewed dialogue to revive
negotiations on Iran’s nuclear program, following the
reimposition of UN sanctions by European powers in
September. In a phone call with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi warned that the current “deadlock” serves no
one’s interests and called for all parties to return to the
path of diplomacy. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chinal]

Beijing reaffirmed support for Iran’s right to peaceful
nuclear energy and welcomed Tehran's stated
commitment not to pursue nuclear weapons. The
sanctions—reinstated by Britain, France, Germany, and
the EU under the “snapback” mechanism—punish Iran
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for alleged nuclear escalation and will freeze assets,
halt arms trade, and restrict missile development (see
AR No. 39, September/2025, 5).

China and Russia, which opposed the sanctions, had
proposed giving Iran more time for negotiations, but
their joint initiative failed to gain traction at the UN.
Both countries have warned that renewed pressure on
Tehran could deepen regional instability. [SCMP]

Tehran, for its part, praised Beijing for maintaining a
“just position” and emphasized the growing trilateral
cooperation between Iran, China, and Russia against
Western “unilateralism.” The Chinese government
continues to deepen ties with Iran as part of its
broader strategy to expand influence in the Middle
East amid ongoing rivalry with Washington.

Recent exchanges between Presidents Xi Jinping and
Masoud Pezeshkian reaffirmed China’s support for
Iran’s sovereignty and a balanced resolution
addressing “the legitimate concerns of all parties.”
Meanwhile, U.S. President Donald Trump has indicated
openness to lifting sanctions under certain conditions,
though Iranian officials have expressed deep mistrust
toward U.S. intentions. [Newsweek]

China tightens controls on fentanyl
precursor exports to North America

(dqgl) China has imposed stricter export controls on
fentanyl precursor chemicals bound for North
America, following the recent summit in South Korea
between Presidents Xi Jinping and Donald Trump. The
Ministry of Commerce announced on November 10
that 13 chemicals used in synthetic opioid production
now require export licences to the United States,
Canada, and Mexico, effective immediately. Previously,
China's regulations targeted countries such as
Myanmar, Laos, and Afghanistan.

The move aligns with the leaders’ pledge to curb
fentanyl flows, the leading cause of overdose deaths in
the U.S. The decision follows months of diplomatic and
trade negotiations, including halving U.S. tariffs on
Chinese goods linked to the crisis. Analysts note the
measures signal China’s willingness to cooperate on
drug control while managing bilateral trade
sensitivities. [SCMP] [Ministry of Commerce, China, in
Chinese]

The move came on the heels of FBI Director Kash
Patel's visit to China last week to discuss fentanyl and
law enforcement issues, according to two sources
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familiar with the trip. The visit followed a summit
between U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese
President Xi Jinping, during which both leaders hailed a
“consensus” on the issue. The visit was not officially
announced by either country. [Reuters]

Mongolia, Asian Development Bank sign
packages to advance sustainable
development, disaster early warning
system

(fs) The Government of Mongolia and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) have signed a USD 475
million financial framework arrangement to enhance
cooperation in promoting inclusive and sustainable
development. The agreement was formalized in
Ulaanbaatar by Minister of Finance and ADB Governor
Javkhlan Bold and ADB Country Director for Mongolia
Shannon Cowlin.

The arrangement will support four major projects
focused on health, education, skills development, and
disaster resilience. These include upgrading hospitals
and diagnostic centers in 17 provinces with climate-
resilient facilities, expanding emergency and cancer
care, and improving hospital management. Additional
financing for the education sector will enable the
construction of 40 new schools and kindergartens,
creating over 10,000 additional seats and reducing
overcrowding.

The framework will also fund vocational training
reforms to equip young Mongolians with market-
relevant digital and green skills, and strengthen the
National Emergency Management Agency's disaster
response capabilities with modern equipment and
training facilities. [ADB 1]

The ADB has also approved a USD 32 million financing
package to help Mongolia enhance disaster
preparedness by modernizing its national early
warning system. The package includes an USD 18
million concessional loan, a USD 12 million ordinary
capital loan, and a USD 2 million grant from the Asian
Development Fund

The project aims to strengthen Mongolia's ability to
respond to hazards such as floods, storms, wildfires,
earthquakes, and dzud - extreme weather conditions
causing massive death of livestock, - which severely
impact rural communities dependent on livestock. It
will integrate and digitalize the current fragmented
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system, improving risk communication and response
coordination.

Planned measures include upgrading emergency
dispatch centers, introducing cell broadcast alerts,
expanding siren networks, and deploying mobile
communication units to remote areas. The initiative
will also improve seismic monitoring, train emergency
staff, and establish volunteer networks across all
provinces. [ADB 2]

Mongolia, United Nations discuss
measures for landlocked countries

(fs) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia, the
Office of the UN Resident Coordinator, and the
International Think Tank for Landlocked Developing
Countries jointly held a consultative meeting on
November 4 at UN House in Ulaanbaatar to discuss the
implementation of the Awaza Programme of Action
(APoA) for Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs)
for the period 2024.2034.

Adopted by the UN General Assembly in December
2024 and endorsed at the Third UN Conference on
LLDCs in Awaza, Turkmenistan, in August 2025, the
APOA establishes a ten-year global framework to
address the persistent development challenges of 32
landlocked developing nations. The framework was
shaped through multilateral negotiations co-chaired by
Mongolia and Austria between January and June 2024.

The meeting gathered representatives from Mongolian
government institutions, civil society, academia, and
international organizations to assess the country's
position within the APoA’s five priority areas and to
identify national implementation strategies.

UN Resident Coordinator in Mongolia Jaap van Hierden
highlighted the economic disadvantages faced by
LLDCs due to their lack of sea access. Participants
emphasized the need to integrate APoA
recommendations into national development plans
and to enhance intersectoral and international
cooperation. [Montsame]

South Korea-Africa Foreign Ministers’
Meeting set for June 2026 to strengthen
strategic ties
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(dql) South Korea and African nations have agreed to
convene a foreign ministers’ meeting in Seoul in June
2026 to reinforce ties established at the first Korea-
Africa Summit in 2024, the Foreign Ministry reported.
The decision emerged from the Korea-Africa Senior
Officials’ Meeting, co-led by Deputy Foreign Minister
Chung Eui-hae and Angola’s Ambassador Sianga Kivuila
Samuel, this year’'s African Union chair.

The meeting brought together delegates from 47
African countries, including 20 government
representatives, alongside 15 South Korean ministries
and agencies. Participants reviewed progress since the
inaugural summit and explored strategies to
strengthen cooperation across trade, industry, and
political engagement, guided by principles of shared
growth, sustainability, and solidarity.

Chung highlighted the strategic value of cultivating
deeper ties with Africa to broaden South Korea’s
diplomatic reach amid global uncertainties. Since 2024,
the partnership has advanced several initiatives,
including the Korea-Africa Critical Minerals Dialogue,
South Korea's observer role in the Indian Ocean
Commission, and the establishment of the Korea-
AfCFTA Cooperation Fund. [The Korea Herald] [Yonhap
News Agency]

U.S. vows to ensure Taiwan's full and
equal participation in 2026 APEC hosted
by China

(yl) The United States will ensure Taiwan can
participate “fully and equally” in the 2026 APEC
meetings hosted by China, U.S. State Department
senior official to APEC Casey Mace said on November
6. Mace emphasized that when APEC economies
endorsed China as the 2026 host, Beijing assured
members it would follow existing participation norms,
including Taiwan'’s equal status.

His remarks followed Beijing's statement that Taiwan's
involvement must comply with the “one China”
principle, which Taipei condemned as an “additional
condition.”

Mace reaffirmed that the U.S. “supports Taiwan as a
full and equal partner” and will maintain dialogue with
Taipei to uphold its participation rights. The State
Department also told CNA that Washington would
continue pressing Beijing to ensure security protocols
for all participants at APEC meetings in China.
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Taiwan's Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung said Taipei
would coordinate with like-minded countries to launch
“countermeasures” against China’s attempts to restrict
its participation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]
[Focus Taiwan] [Reuters]

Taiwan's Vice President Hsiao calls for
democratic unity, resilience, and
cooperation at European Parliament

(yl/dql) In a visit to Brussels on November 7, that
angered China, Taiwan's Vice President Bi-Khim Hsiao
called on the European Union to deepen cooperation
with Taiwan in security, trade, and technology,
highlighting shared democratic values amid growing
threats from China.

Speaking before some 50 lawmakers from more than
20 countries in the European Parliament at the Inter-
Parliamentary Alliance on China (IPAC) summit in
Brussels, Hsiao warned that peace in the Taiwan Strait
is vital to global stability and urged democratic nations
to oppose authoritarian threats and unilateral
attempts to alter the status quo by force, an apparent
reference to China.

She outlined Taiwan'’s plan to raise defense spending
to 5 percent of GDP by 2030 and promote a “whole-of-
society resilience” approach that includes cyber
defense, energy security, and civic preparedness.

Hsiao emphasized that Taiwan is a thriving democracy,
a critical global economic player, and a responsible
international partner, contributing to global supply
chain stability and humanitarian efforts. She called for
deeper trade and technology cooperation, support for
Taiwan's participation in international organizations,
and unified opposition to coercion or the use of force
in the Taiwan Strait. [Grand Pinnacle Tribune] [Focus
Taiwan]

Hsiao’s visit followed President Lai Ching-te's recent
announcement of major defense investments,
including the acceleration of Taiwan's “T-Dome” air
defense system and plans to raise defense spending to
5 percent of GDP by 2030 (see AR No. 41,
October/2025, 2).

China swiftly condemned the appearance, accusing the
EU of permitting “separatist activities” and violating the
One China principle, warning that the issue remains a
red line for Beijing. [SCMP]
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India and U.S. India advance trade deal
amid sanctions-driven cuts to Russian oil
imports

(Im) U.S. President Donald Trump announced that
Washington and New Delhi are close to finalizing a new
trade agreement designed to expand economic and
security cooperation, increase U.S. energy exports, and
promote reciprocal investment.

The statement came as both sides intensified
negotiations to resolve ongoing trade frictions and
adjust to the effects of U.S. sanctions on Russian
energy flows. Trump made the remarks at the White
House during the November 10 swearing-in of Sergio
Gor as U.S. ambassador to India and special envoy to
South and Central Asia, describing India as “the world's
largest democracy” and “a vital partner in the Indo-
Pacific.” Gor pledged to strengthen cooperation across
trade, technology, and defense as the two
governments negotiate tariff reforms and defense
collaboration frameworks. [The Times of India]
[Reuters 1]

The announcement follows Trump's earlier
confirmation on November 6 that talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi were progressing well and
that he plans to visit India soon. The White House said
both leaders have been in regular contact and that
their trade teams remain in “serious discussions.” The
negotiations come after Washington doubled tariffs on
Indian imports to 50 percent in response to New
Delhi's continued purchases of Russian oil. Recent U.S.
sanctions against Russian energy firms Rosneft and
Lukoil have further disrupted supplies, prompting
Indian refiners to sharply reduce orders. [Reuters 2]
[Reuters 3]

According to industry sources cited by Reuters, Russian
Urals crude is now trading at its steepest discount to
Brent in a year, about USD 4 per barrel lower, after
major Indian and Chinese refiners suspended
purchases for December delivery. Indian refiners
including Hindustan Petroleum, Bharat Petroleum,
Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals, HPCL-Mittal
Energy, and Reliance Industries—which together
account for roughly 65 percent of India’s Russian oil
imports—have paused new orders. The reduction
coincides with Washington's November 21 deadline for
ending transactions with the sanctioned companies.
[Reuters 4]

Meanwhile, the European Union-sanctioned tanker
Prometei discharged around 30,000 metric tons of
Russian naphtha at the Adani Group-operated Mundra
Port in western India, according to ship-tracking data.
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The cargo, destined for HPCL-Mittal Energy, marks the
first sanctioned vessel to dock at the Adani-run port
since the conglomerate imposed a ban on blacklisted
ships in September. The incident highlights India’s
continued role as a major importer of Russian refined
products despite tightening Western restrictions, with
total naphtha imports from Russia averaging 54,000
barrels per day this year. [Reuters 5]

Maldives ranked highest in South Asia for
child-sexual-abuse material accessibility

(ya) The Maldives recorded the highest rate of child-
sexual-abuse material (CSAM) accessibility in South
Asia, according to the 2024 global index published by
the international child-safety organization Childlight.
The report found 94 notices per 10,000 inhabitants,
placing the Maldives ahead of Bangladesh, which
recorded 64.1 notices per 10,000. The findings are
based on data compiled from the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), the Internet
Watch Foundation (IWF), and the International
Association of Internet Hotlines (INHOPE).

The report highlights that most detected materials in
the Maldives involve children aged three to 13, while
files depicting children aged 14 to 17 are most
frequently sought by offenders. Analysts noted that
this pattern points to both a high prevalence of
exploitation content and significant enforcement gaps
in digital monitoring, reporting, and prosecution.

Child-rights advocates have urged the government to
strengthen child-protection mechanisms, improve
hotline and investigative capacity, and enhance cross-
border cooperation to curb online exploitation. They
also emphasized the need for greater data
transparency and closer regulation of digital platforms.
[The Sun]

Maldives undergoes fourth UN human
rights review

(Im) The Maldives underwent its fourth Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) before the United Nations
Human Rights Council's Working Group in Geneva on
November 5. The government's national report
outlined recent reforms and progress on human rights,
while civil society submissions offered a more critical
assessment of implementation and persistent
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structural constraints. The session’s outcome had not
yet been released at the time of writing.

The 50th Session, held from late October to mid-
November 2025 at the Palais des Nations, examines 14
countries including Andorra, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Honduras, Jamaica, Libya, Liberia, Malawi, Maldives,
Mongolia, the Marshall Islands, Panama, and the
United States. [The Sun]

The national report highlighted the establishment of
the National Mechanism for Implementation,
Reporting and Follow-up (NMIRF), renewed
engagement with treaty bodies, and multiple legislative
initiatives since 2020, including updates to the Penal
Code, Civil and Evidence Acts, and the introduction of
new labor-safety and anti-defection provisions. It also
noted the 2021 criminalization of marital rape, anti-
trafficking reforms, and the 2024 constitutional
amendment strengthening parliamentary discipline
and limits on foreign military presence.

At the same time, the government reaffirmed that the
Maldives would not accede to the Second Optional
Protocol to the ICCPR, which abolishes the death
penalty, citing constitutional provisions that make
Islam the foundation of national law. It stressed,
however, that no executions have been carried out
since 1954. The report further emphasized social and
infrastructure development, a net-zero 2030 climate
target, and new initiatives on gender equality, disability
inclusion, and child protection. [National Report, The
Maldives]

In contrast, the stakeholder report coordinated by The
Advocates for Human Rights and other organizations
urged abolition of the death penalty, stronger
safeguards for freedom of religion and expression,
independent investigation of torture and ill-treatment
in detention, and greater protection for journalists and
civil society actors. It also argued that the national
human rights commission remains under-resourced
and that institutional independence and accountability
continue to face political pressure. [Summary of
stakeholders’' submissions on Maldives]

Pakistan-Afghanistan peace talks in
Turkiye collapse after renewed border
clashes despite fragile ceasefire

(Im) Pakistan and Afghanistan held a new round of
peace talks in Istanbul on November 6-7 2025,
mediated by Turkey and Qatar, seeking to consolidate
the October 19 Doha ceasefire that had briefly ended
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heavy border fighting. The discussions aimed to create
a joint monitoring and verification mechanism to curb
recurring cross-border militant activity but ended
without agreement after both sides traded accusations
of non-cooperation and, while the talks were still
underway, an exchange of fire near Spin Boldak-
Chaman on November 7 killed at least five Afghan
civilians. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

Tensions had sharply escalated in October, when
Pakistan conducted airstrikes inside Afghanistan on
what it described as Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)-
linked targets following a series of attacks on Pakistani
security forces. Kabul rejected the accusations, calling
the strikes a violation of Afghanistan’s sovereignty and
insisting that Pakistan’s security issues were domestic
in nature.

The United Nations reported that 50 Afghan civilians
were killed and more than 440 injured in the fighting,
while the Pakistani military confirmed 23 soldiers killed
and 29 wounded. The clashes were the deadliest since
the Taliban takeover in 2021 and underscored the
volatility of the 1,600-mile border, known as the
Durand Line—a colonial-era demarcation that
Afghanistan does not recognize but which Pakistan
considers internationally established. [Arab News 4]

In Istanbul, Pakistan's delegation, led by National
Security Adviser Lt. Gen. Asim Malik, presented what it
described as “evidence-based demands” through the
mediators, urging Kabul to take concrete action against
groups operating from Afghan territory, particularly
the TTP. Pakistani officials argued that continued
attacks from Afghan soil jeopardize the ceasefire and
regional security. [Arab News 5]

The Taliban delegation, headed by intelligence chief
Abdul Haq Wasiq, maintained that Islamabad'’s
demands exceeded Afghanistan’s capacity and
amounted to shifting responsibility for Pakistan’s
internal security onto Kabul. A Taliban official said the
talks failed because of Pakistan's “non-cooperative
attitude,” but emphasized that the ceasefire “has not
been violated and remains in effect.”

Following the breakdown, Pakistan’s defense minister
said there was now a “complete deadlock” and no
plans for another round of talks, stating that Pakistan
would uphold the truce if calm prevailed but would
“respond accordingly” to any aggression. Afghanistan,
for its part, said it continues to respect the ceasefire
and called for non-interference and respect for its
territorial sovereignty. Afghan officials denied
harboring TTP fighters and said Pakistan's military
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actions inside Afghanistan undermine trust and risk
renewed escalation.

In Ankara, Turkey confirmed that the talks had reached
an impasse but noted that both sides had earlier
agreed to create a joint monitoring and verification
mechanism to penalize ceasefire violators. Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan subsequently
announced that Turkey's foreign and defense ministers
and intelligence chief would visit Pakistan to continue
efforts toward “sealing a permanent ceasefire.” Qatar
also reaffirmed its readiness to remain engaged in
mediation. [Arab News 6]

Regional analysts cited by Arab News and Reuters
assessed that the failure resulted from mutually
incompatible expectations and domestic political
pressures in both countries. Pakistan's central demand
—to neutralize TTP sanctuaries in Afghanistan—poses
challenges for the Taliban government, which fears
that an armed confrontation with the group could
drive militants toward the Islamic State-Khorasan
Province (IS-KP), its internal rival. [Arab News 7]

The collapse of the talks was followed within three
days by a surge in militant activity inside Pakistan. On
November 10, Pakistani forces repelled a TTP attack on
Wana Cadet College in South Waziristan, where
militants detonated an explosives-laden vehicle at the
entrance before storming the compound. Two
attackers were killed immediately, and three others
were later cornered inside the administrative block.
The army said the attackers were in contact with
handlers across the Afghan border, describing the
incident as “a blatant act of barbarism orchestrated
from Afghanistan.” [Arab News 8]

Earlier the same day, separate counterterrorism
operations in North Waziristan and Dara Adam Khel
killed 20 TTP fighters, according to the military. [Arab
News 9]

Bahasa Indonesia makes debut as
UNESCO official language

(ms) The Indonesian language was used for the first
time as an official language of UNESCO during the
agency's 43rd General Conference in Uzbekistan on
November 4, marking a milestone for Indonesia’s
cultural diplomacy.

Education Minister Abdul Mu'ti delivered part of his
address in Indonesian, following its recognition in 2023
as UNESCO's tenth official language, alongside English,
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Arabic, Mandarin, French, Spanish, Russian, Hindi,
Italian, and Portuguese. The designation means
UNESCO conference documents will now be translated
into Indonesian. [The Jakarta Post]

Malaysia elected as member of UNESCO
Executive Board for 2025-2029 term

(tl) Malaysia has secured a seat on the UNESCO
Executive Board for the 2025-2029 term and the
announcement was made during the 43rd UNESCO
General Conference in Uzbekistan.

Malaysia won 167 votes, securing one of six seats
under Electoral Group IV (Asia-Pacific). This marks its
seventh term on the Executive Board since joining
UNESCO in 1958. According to the foreign ministry, the
victory strengthens Malaysia's active participation
especially in UNESCO's subsidiary bodies, including the
committees on Intangible Cultural Heritage (2022-
2026) and the Hydrological Programme (2023-2027).
[Malay Mail]

Malaysia leads ASEAN in forming unified
climate position ahead of COP30

(tl) Malaysia has solidified ASEAN's role in global
climate diplomacy by leading the region to adopt a
unified stance on climate action ahead of the UN
Climate Change Conference (COP30) in Belém, Brazil.
As ASEAN Chair, Malaysia hosted the 18th ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting on the Environment (AMME-18) in
Langkawi, where regional ministers endorsed the
ASEAN Joint Statement on Climate Change for COP30.

Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and
Environment Sustainability Huang Tiong Sii said the
statement, approved at the 47th ASEAN Summit,
reflects ASEAN's collective position on key climate
priorities including climate finance, adaptation, loss
and damage, technology transfer, and the Paris
Agreement.

Malaysia also facilitated a dialogue between ASEAN
ministers and the COP30 President-Designate, aligning
regional priorities with Brazil's “Amazon COP” vision. To
showcase regional cooperation, Malaysia will establish
the Malaysia Pavilion at COP30 as a platform for
ASEAN's sustainability diplomacy, under the theme
“Climate Action Now: Net Zero Pathways Unlocked.”
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The pavilion will highlight Malaysia's climate initiatives
such as the National Climate Change Policy 2.0 (NCCP
2.0), NDC Roadmap and Action Plan, Long-Term Low
Emissions Development Strategies (LT-LEDS) and the
National Energy Transition Roadmap (NETR), aimed at
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. Huang said these
efforts underscore Malaysia's “whole-of-nation” and
“whole-of-region” approach to building a sustainable,
low-carbon future while strengthening ASEAN's
collective influence in global climate negotiations.
[Malay Mail]

Myanmar UN envoy condemns junta’s use
of digital surveillance and media
repression

(su) Myanmar's permanent representative to the
United Nations, Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun, told the
UN General Assembly on November 4 that the military
junta has “weaponized information and
communication technologies” to suppress dissent,
censor free expression, and manipulate public
narratives.

In his address during the Committee on Information
session, Kyaw Moe Tun aligned Myanmar's democratic
representation with ASEAN and the Group of 77 and
China. He endorsed the UN Global Principles for
Information Integrity and the Global Digital Compact,
calling for a secure and inclusive digital environment
that upholds human rights.

The ambassador stated that since the February 2021
coup, the junta has arrested over 200 journalists—51
of whom remain detained—and forced independent
media outlets into exile or closure. He said social
media platforms such as Facebook and Telegram have
been turned into surveillance tools used to track
activists and spread coordinated disinformation. He
also accused foreign companies of aiding the junta’s
surveillance capabilities through the provision of
technology and digital services.

Kyaw Moe Tun highlighted recent arrests of artists and
public figures for merely reacting to posts critical of the
junta, describing the situation as a “digital
dictatorship.” He warned that such repression,
alongside widespread internet blackouts and
censorship, renders the junta’s planned elections
neither free nor fair.

He urged UN member states to hold perpetrators
accountable and to support Myanmar's people in their
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struggle to end military rule and restore democratic
freedoms. [Mizzima]

Philippines applies to join trade bloc

(ghd) The Philippines has reportedly submitted its
application to join the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), a
twelve-nation trade pact that covers nearly fifteen
percent of global GDP.

According to reports, the application was lodged in
August 2025 with New Zealand, which serves as the
official depositary of the CPTPP. The Philippine
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) has not yet
issued an official confirmation but earlier said the
country was finalizing its accession bid this year as part
of a broader strategy to expand export markets and
attract new investments.

The CPTPP currently includes Australia, Brunei,
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand,
Peru, Singapore, the UK, and Vietnam. Joining the pact
would provide the Philippines preferential access to
several key markets where it currently lacks bilateral
free trade agreements, such as Canada, Mexico, Peru,
and the UK.

However, the accession process is expected to be
lengthy. The Philippines’ application must first be
accepted by all existing members before formal
negotiations can begin. [Manila Bulletin] [The
Diplomat]

Philippines, EU bolster maritime
cooperation, reaffirm 2016 South China
Sea ruling

(ghd) The Philippines and the EU have reaffirmed their
shared commitment to upholding international law,
particularly the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), during maritime talks held in
Brussels on October 7.

The meeting, the Third Subcommittee on Maritime
Cooperation, emphasized that UNCLOS is the
governing legal framework for all maritime activities.
Both parties specifically called for the full and faithful
compliance with the final and legally binding 2016
South China Sea Arbitral Award, which held that
China’s “nine-dash-line” had no legal basis under
international law. They reiterated their "strong
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opposition to illegal, coercive, aggressive, and
dangerous activities" in the South China Sea and
expressed serious concerns over unilateral actions that
threaten regional peace. The delegations urged all
parties to resolve disputes peacefully and reaffirmed
their commitment to freedom of navigation and
overflight.

The talks also focused on expanding security
cooperation, building on the first EU-Philippines
Security and Defence Dialogue held in June 2025. Key
areas for enhanced collaboration include maritime
domain awareness, coast guard cooperation, and
protecting critical maritime infrastructure, especially
from threats posed by "shadow fleets."

The next maritime cooperation meeting is scheduled
to take place in Manila in 2026. [Manila Bulletin]

Landmine attack halts prisoner release
and strains fragile Thai-Cambodian peace
process

(bk/msz) Tensions between Thailand and Cambodia
have flared again after a landmine explosion near the
Preah Vihear temple area in Thailand's Si Sa Ket
Province injured four Thai soldiers on November 10 —
one seriously — prompting Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul to suspend implementation of the
recently signed Kuala Lumpur Peace Agreement and
postpone the planned release of 18 Cambodian
soldiers captured in earlier clashes. The blast has
undermined fragile attempts at de-escalation, even as
both countries continue limited technical cooperation
on their frontier.

The latest incident occurred along a patrol route near
Huai Ta Maria in Kantharalak District, a sector of the
frontier that has seen repeated skirmishes since mid-
2025. Thai military forensics later found PMN-2 anti-
personnel mines and concluded that intruders had
crossed the border to plant new devices. Defence
Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit described the
incident as a deliberate act violating Thai sovereignty,
while Prime Minister Anutin called it “an act of hostility”
and ordered the suspension of the peace framework
and the planned repatriation of Cambodian captives.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

The Kuala Lumpur Peace Accords, signed on October 26
in Malaysia in the presence of U.S. President Donald
Trump and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
were meant to end months of fighting that left dozens
dead. The accord called for withdrawal of heavy
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weapons, joint demining, and normalization of cross-
border ties. Even before the latest blast, analysts had
warned that the ceasefire remained fragile amid rising
nationalism, weak local control, and competing U.S.-
Chinese influence. [Bangkok Post 4]

In the days preceding the November 10 explosion, the
Thai military pursued defensive preparations and
technical cooperation measures. The Second Army
Region began constructing more than 260 trenches
and reinforced shelters across Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa
Ket, Surin, and Buri Ram provinces to protect soldiers
and civilians after earlier fatalities caused by
Cambodian drone-dropped shells in Ubon
Ratchathani's Nam Yuen District. [Bangkok Post 5]
[Bangkok Post 6]

Parallel to these defensive works, cooperation
between Thailand and Cambodia continued through
the Joint Boundary Commission (JBC). Both sides
advanced a five-step plan for a border fence between
markers 52 and 59 in Chanthaburi and Trat provinces,
involving joint GPS surveys, drone mapping, and the
placement of temporary markers. Officials from both
countries underlined that the fence would not change
existing boundary claims and remained consistent with
the Kuala Lumpur framework. [Bangkok Post 7]

At the regional level, ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim
Hourn welcomed the Kuala Lumpur agreement and
urged the early deployment of an ASEAN monitoring
group to consolidate the peace process. He said that
Thailand, Cambodia, and ASEAN were finalizing the
mission’s structure and that a temporary observation
unit was already operating in contested zones.
[Bangkok Post 8]

The situation shifted sharply after the November 10
incident. On the same day, the Interior Ministry—
under Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin—
rejected a previous cabinet decision that would have
allowed Cambodian workers with expired permits to
remain temporarily in Thailand, citing threats to
national security. Officials said that of the more than
520,000 Cambodians employed in Thailand before the
July clashes, only about 100,000 remain, and that
unverified extensions could encourage illegal
migration and transnational crime. [Bangkok Post 9]

UK sanctions four Thai firms for alleged
Russia links, prompting trade-risk review

(msz) The United Kingdom has added four Thai-
registered companies to its sanctions list for allegedly


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-idd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-idh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-idk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-idu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-ihl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-ihr/

assisting Russia’s military operations in Ukraine. The
designations, issued under the Russia (Sanctions) (EU
Exit) Regulations 2019, extend to 39 third-country
entities accused of enabling sanctions evasion or
supplying dual-use goods.

Thailand’s Department of Foreign Trade has
acknowledged the listings and launched an internal
review to determine the extent of the companies’
international exposure. The agency is summoning the
firms for clarification and has warned that such cases
risk damaging Thailand's reputation in key Western
export markets.

A nationwide advisory has been circulated through
major business associations—the Federation of Thai
Industries (FTI), the Thai Chamber of Commerce, and
the Thai National Shippers’ Council (TNSC)—urging
exporters to strengthen compliance screening in all
transactions linked to high-risk jurisdictions. [The
Nation]

Bangladesh-India relations face renewed
strain amid power contract dispute and
diplomatic friction

(Im/mml) Relations between Bangladesh's interim
government and India - which have remained tense
since the ouster of Dhaka’s ex-Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in August 2024 - have entered another phase
of tension.

Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh recently urged
Bangladesh’s interim chief adviser Muhammad Yunus
to “watch his words,” insisting that India “does not seek
tense relations” with Dhaka. The comments, made in
an interview with India’s Network18, referred to
Yunus's recent rhetoric and a controversial artwork
reportedly depicting a “Greater Bangladesh,” which
Indian commentators interpreted as politically
provocative. [Firstpost]

Bangladesh'’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs rejected
Singh’s statements as “incorrect and not respectful of
propriety and diplomatic nicety,” reaffirming Dhaka's
commitment to a relationship grounded in “sovereign
equality, non-interference, and mutual respect.” The
ministry added that differences in perception should
be handled through “constructive and respectful
engagement.” [The Daily Star]

The exchange coincides with a deepening commercial
confrontation between Bangladesh and Adani Power,
India’s largest private thermal power producer, which
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has initiated international arbitration against the
Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) over
delayed payments for electricity supplied from its
Godda power plant in India’s Jharkhand state. [Reuters]

The dispute stems from a 2017 power purchase
agreement signed under Hasina's government—
awarded without open tender and later criticized for
imposing high generation costs on Bangladesh. The
interim administration has accused Adani of failing to
apply Indian tax exemptions that could have reduced
Bangladesh's costs by an estimated USD 28.6 million in
2023.

Adani Power has threatened to suspend supply if
arrears remain unpaid, claiming USD 467 million in
outstanding dues, while BPDB recognizes USD 262
million. [Daily New Nation]

Visit to Bangladesh by Pakistan Navy chief
marks first high-level naval engagement
since 1971

(Im) Pakistan and Bangladesh appear to be entering a
new phase of cautious rapprochement, marked by
both renewed diplomatic engagement and the first
high-level military contact in over five decades.
Pakistan Navy Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf concluded
a three-day official visit to Bangladesh, the first by a
Pakistani naval chief since the country’s independence
in 1971. The visit — alongside plans to resume direct
flights between the two countries — underscores a
gradual but deliberate normalization of relations after
decades of estrangement.

Upon arrival in Dhaka, Admiral Ashraf was received by
Bangladesh Navy Chief Admiral M Nazmul Hassan and
accorded a ceremonial guard of honour at Naval
Headquarters. Both sides discussed professional
collaboration, training programs, and continued
participation in multilateral exercises such as AMAN
2025, held earlier this year in Karachi and the North
Arabian Sea. The admiral also met with the chiefs of
the Bangladeshi Army and Air Force, the Principal Staff
Officer of the Armed Forces Division, and the
Commandant of the National Defence College.

In a gesture widely viewed as a diplomatic courtesy
acknowledging Bangladesh's wartime legacy, Admiral
Ashraf paid homage to the martyrs of the 1971
Liberation War by laying a wreath at Shikha Anirban in
Dhaka Cantonment. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]
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Parallel to his visit, the Pakistan Navy ship PNS Saif
arrived at Chattogram Port for a four-day goodwill
mission. [The Daily Star 3]

At the civilian level, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Tariq
Fazal Chaudhry told Pakistan’s National Assembly on
November 7 that Bangladesh had authorized two
Pakistani airlines to operate direct routes between the
two countries to promote trade, tourism, and medical
travel. The measure accompanies a broader easing of
economic relations, including a memorandum of
understanding for Pakistan to export 200,000 metric
tons of rice, of which half has already been delivered,
and simplified business visa procedures for Pakistani
investors. [Arab News]

Brunei and Malaysia strengthen anti-
corruption partnership at 16th bilateral
meeting

(tl) The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) of Brunei and the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC)
reaffirmed their more than 20-year collaboration
during the 16th Bilateral Cooperation Meeting and
expressed their commitment to improve joint efforts in
combating corruption.

The meeting focused on enhancing cooperation in
investigation, prevention, and integrity-building
initiatives across both public and private sectors.

Both sides agreed to continue capacity-building and
training initiatives to strengthen operational expertise
and further advance their joint anti-corruption efforts.
[Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei, Qatar discuss strengthening
bilateral relations

(dql) Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam
met with Qatar's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs,
Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi.

Both sides also exchanged views on areas of mutual

interest and explored opportunities to deepen
collaboration between their two nations. [Gulf Times]

US lifts arms embargo on Cambodia
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(gm) The United States has lifted its four-year defense
embargo on Cambodia, marking a major step toward
normalizing bilateral relations after years of limited
engagement. The decision came after President
Donald Trump brokered the Cambodia-Thailand peace
agreement on October 26 in Malaysia and co-signed a
Reciprocal Trade Agreement with Prime Minister Hun
Manet aimed at expanding trade and investment.

According to the US Federal Register, Secretary of State
Marco Rubio authorized the removal of restrictions
based on Cambodia's progress in promoting peace,
security, and cooperation on transnational crime. Arms
exports will now be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.
The move allows Phnom Penh access to advanced
defense technologies, training programs, and dual-use
equipment that can also strengthen civilian industries.

The embargo, imposed under former President Joe
Biden in 2021, halted all US arms sales and security
assistance amid concerns over Chinese influence and
governance issues. Its removal is expected to restore
defense dialogue and improve investor confidence.

Cambodia has sought to diversify its foreign
partnerships under Prime Minister Hun Manet,
balancing close ties with China while deepening
engagement with Western partners. [Reuters] [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia, France commit to
strengthening military ties

(dqgl) General Vong Pisen, Commander-in-Chief of the
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF), held a working
discussion with Rear Admiral Jacques Riviere,
representing the Asia-Pacific Command and the French
Armed Forces in French Polynesia, at RCAF
headquarters.

During the meeting, Pisen highlighted the importance
of ongoing military collaboration, including officer
training, scholarships, and assistance for Cambodia’s
UN peacekeeping missions. The discussion also
focused on strengthening cooperation in areas such as
personnel development, intelligence sharing, counter-
terrorism, transnational crime prevention, and
humanitarian and disaster response.

Riviere, for his part, confirmed France's intention to
further enhance defense ties and collaboration with
the RCAF in the future. [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia, Morocco to strengthen tourism
ties

(dgl) Cambodian Minister of Tourism Huot Hak led a
high-level delegation to the 26th UN World Tourism
General Assembly in Riyadh, where he met with
Morocco’s Minister of Tourism, Handicrafts, and Social
and Economic Solidarity, Fatim-Zahra Ammor. The two
sides agreed to accelerate the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to strengthen
tourism cooperation, establishing a framework for a
joint technical working group and practical action plan.

Discussions highlighted initiatives to promote direct
flights between Cambodia and Morocco, facilitating
greater travel and tourism exchanges.

The MoU is expected to help Cambodia diversify its
tourism markets toward the Middle East and North
Africa, boost promotional efforts, and develop new
tourism products and investment opportunities. With a
population exceeding 40 million, Morocco represents a
substantial and growing market in the Maghreb region.
[Khmer Times]

China-Japan tensions flare after Chinese
diplomat’s decapitation threat against
Japanese prime minister

(dgl/ay) A diplomatic row erupted between Japan and
China after Chinese Consul General Xue Jian in Osaka
posted a violent remark on social media, appearing to
threaten Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi over
her comments on Taiwan. Referring to Takaichi's
statement about Japan'’s possible military involvement
in a Taiwan conflict, Xue wrote that China would “cut
off that dirty neck that has been lunged at us,”
prompting Tokyo to condemn the post as “extremely
inappropriate” and lodge a formal protest. The post
was later deleted. [Japan Forward] [NHK]

The controversy was triggered by Takaichi's recent
declaration that Japan’s Self-Defense Forces could be
mobilized if a Chinese attack on Taiwan posed an
existential threat to Japan. She emphasized that Tokyo
must prepare for a “worst-case scenario” in the Taiwan
Strait, invoking Japan’s right to collective self-defense
under the 2015 security law introduced by her mentor,
Shinzo Abe. This stance could see Japan supporting
U.S.-led operations in a regional conflict. [The Asahi
Shimbun]
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Beijing denounced Takaichi's remarks as “wrongful,”
and “dangerous,” urging Japan to “reflect on its
historical culpability” and refrain from emboldening
“Taiwan independence separatist forces.” The
exchange came shortly after Beijing had criticized
Takaichi for meeting a senior adviser to Taiwan’s
president, Lai Ching-te, during the APEC summit and
sharing photos of the meeting online (see AiR No. 44,
November/2025, 1). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]
[Military,_China]

Despite the backlash, Takaichi refused to retract her
comments, though she pledged caution in future
references to security matters. [Kyodo News] [The
Guardian]

The dispute highlights Japan’s growing strategic
assertiveness and the deepening strain in Sino-
Japanese relations amid rising tensions over Taiwan,
whose security both Tokyo and Washington view as
crucial to regional stability. [POLITICO] [CEIAS]

China plans streamlined rare earth
licenses to ease trade tensions with U.S.

(dgl) The Ministry of Commerce has reportedly
informed certain rare earth exporters that they will
eventually be able to apply for streamlined permits
and has outlined the documentation requirements in
briefings. China produces more than 90 percent of the
world’s processed rare earths and rare earth magnets,
essential for products from automobiles to missiles,
making these export controls a key tool in its trade
leverage against the United States.

Following the October summit between Presidents
Donald Trump and Xi Jinping, Beijing announced a one-
year pause on the export curbs introduced last year.
Internally, officials are reportedly developing the new
licensing system, though it may take several months
before it is fully operational. Industry insiders
emphasize that this does not signal a full removal of
the broader export restrictions imposed in April, which
have disrupted global supply chains.

The White House described the planned general
licenses as effectively ending China's rare earth export
controls. These permits are expected to be valid for a
year and may allow larger shipments, though
companies will need to provide detailed information
about their customers. Sources indicate that users
linked to defense or other sensitive sectors may face
stricter hurdles. [Reuters] [The Wall Street Journal, $]
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Since April, Chinese rules have required exporters to
obtain licenses for each shipment, creating delays and
shortages—particularly affecting the automotive sector
in May. Of roughly 2,000 applications submitted by
European firms, only slightly more than half have been
approved so far. Chinese exporters have reported that
many have not yet received guidance on the new
licensing process. [Rare Earth Exchanges]

China eases trade tensions with U.S. with
suspension of metal export ban, port fees,
and Hanwha sanctions

(dgl) China has taken a series of steps to ease trade
frictions with the United States, suspending export
restrictions on critical metals, halting retaliatory port
fees, and lifting sanctions on U.S. subsidiaries of
Hanwha Ocean. The moves follow high-level
discussions between the two countries and mark a
notable pause in recent trade tensions.

On November 9, China's Ministry of Commerce
announced it would suspend the ban on exports of
gallium, germanium, and antimony to the United
States. The metals, which are vital for industries
ranging from semiconductors to fiber optics, remain
subject to broader dual-use export controls, requiring
exporters to obtain licenses from Beijing.

The suspension, effective immediately, will last until
November 27, 2026. Beijing emphasized that exports
to U.S. military users remain prohibited. The ministry
also suspended stricter checks for exporters of certain
dual-use graphite destined for the U.S.

The original ban, imposed in December 2023 in
response to U.S. restrictions on China’s chip sector,
had caused shortages among U.S. users and prompted
some importers to reroute shipments through third
countries. Reuters] [Ministry of Commerce, China,_in
Chinese]

In a parallel move, China has paused retaliatory port
fees on U.S.-linked vessels for one year, following
Washington’s decision to temporarily halt similar
charges under its Section 301 investigation targeting
China’s maritime sector.

The Ministry of Transport confirmed that the State
Council approved the one-year suspension. The White
House said it would continue negotiations with Beijing
while maintaining cooperation with South Korea and
Japan to support U.S. shipbuilding. [Global Times]
[Channel News Asia]
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At the same time, China has lifted sanctions on five
U.S. subsidiaries of Hanwha Ocean for one year,
following a trade agreement aimed at preventing
further escalation. The affected companies are
Hanwha Shipping, Hanwha Philly Shipyard, Hanwha
Ocean USA International, Hanwha Shipping Holdings,
and HS USA Holdings.

These restrictions, imposed in October, had targeted
the subsidiaries in retaliation for their cooperation with
the U.S. probe into Chinese shipping and shipbuilding
companies. The suspension aligns with the broader
détente agreed during the U.S.-China leaders’ meeting
in Busan on October 30. [The Korea Times]

China makes limited U.S. farm purchases
amid trade truce

(dqgl) Following the meeting between Chinese President
Xi Jinping and U.S. President Donald late October in
South Korea (see AIR No. 44, November/2025, 1), China
has begun modest purchases of U.S. agricultural
products, including its first wheat imports since
October 2024 and a sorghum shipment. The deals—
around 120,000 metric tons of soft white and spring
wheat for December delivery—appear largely
symbolic, demonstrating Beijing's willingness to
resume U.S. grain imports while market prices remain
less competitive than alternatives.

The White House announced that China pledged to
buy 12 million tons of U.S. soybeans by year-end and
at least 25 million tons annually over the next three
years. However, Beijing has not confirmed these
figures. The purchases coincide with China suspending
retaliatory tariffs on U.S. imports for one year,
signaling a temporary easing of trade tensions. The 24
percent additional tariffs on certain U.S. imports will be
lifted, while 10 percent tariffs remain, and U.S. soybean
shipments will continue to face a 13 percent levy. [The
Hill]

Analysts view the moves as a cautious political gesture,
balancing domestic market considerations with the
broader goal of stabilizing bilateral trade and easing
the risk of renewed U.S.-China trade conflict. [Reuters]

U.S. court backs Florida’'s ban on Chinese
land purchases
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(dqgl) A U.S. federal appeals court has allowed Florida to
enforce its 2023 law restricting property purchases by
Chinese citizens, marking a significant victory for state-
level measures aimed at limiting foreign land
ownership. The 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Atlanta ruled 2-1 that the law, known as SB 264, does
not conflict with federal statutes and is not
discriminatory, rejecting claims brought by the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) on behalf of
several Chinese nationals.

The court found that three of the four plaintiffs lacked
legal standing, as the law applies only to individuals
“domiciled” in China, not long-term Florida residents.
The decision enables the law to remain in effect while
litigation continues.

SB 264 prohibits Chinese citizens without U.S.
citizenship or permanent residency from buying real
estate in Florida, except for limited residential
purchases located at least five miles from military
installations. It imposes severe penalties for violations
and also restricts, to a lesser extent, citizens of Cuba,
Iran, North Korea, Russia, Syria, and Venezuela.

Critics, including civil rights and Asian-American
advocacy groups, condemned the decision as a revival
of early 20th-century “alien land laws" that targeted
Asian immigrants. They argue that SB 264
institutionalizes discrimination and undermines federal
authority over foreign investment.

The case could set a precedent for similar measures
nationwide. More than two dozen states have enacted
or proposed comparable restrictions, reflecting a
broader U.S. trend of tightening controls over Chinese
and other foreign property investments in the name of
national security. [SCMP] [Reuters]

China signals willingness to resume
cooperation with Canada across multiple
sectors

(dgl) China has expressed its readiness to resume
exchanges and cooperation with Canada in various
fields, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told his
Canadian counterpart, Anita Anand, in a phone call on
November 11. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in
Chinese]

Wang said China is willing to strengthen
communication with Canada and that the diplomatic,
commercial, and other departments of both countries
could enhance coordination to properly address their
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respective concerns. He did not specify which sectors
would be involved.

The call followed a meeting last month between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney on the sidelines of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in South
Korea. During that meeting, both leaders discussed
trade issues, including agriculture and electric vehicles
(see AiR No. 44, November/2025, 1).

Wang also noted that the leaders’ discussions marked
a return of bilateral ties to the “right track” after
several years of turbulence. [Reuters]

In an earlier development, Canada last week welcomed
Beijing's reinstatement to the approved travel list for
groups of Chinese tourists, a move seen as a “turning
point” in relations between the two countries following
recent high-level meetings. [Government, Canada]

Anand said the decision marks “another important
step in the recalibrated bilateral relationship.” She
highlighted that tourism fosters people-to-people ties,
which form the foundation for broader mutual
understanding and cooperation, adding that Canada
remains a welcoming and secure destination for
Chinese visitors.

China had delayed approving group travel to Canada
after the COVID-19 pandemic, while allowing its
citizens to travel to countries such as the United States
and the United Kingdom. In 2023, Canada was left off
the approved list amid tensions over allegations of
Chinese foreign interference. [CBC]

China grants Nexperia chip export
exemptions amid strained relations with
the Netherlands

(dgl) China has announced it will allow exports of
Nexperia chips for civilian purposes, a move expected
to ease supply pressures on automakers and their
suppliers. The decision signals Beijing's willingness to
reduce the strain on the global automotive sector
caused by previous export restrictions, which were
imposed after the Dutch government assumed control
of Nexperia, a major producer of essential automotive
chips. Nexperia, although headquartered in the
Netherlands, is owned by the Chinese company
Wingtech.

The commerce ministry did not provide a precise
definition of “civilian use,” but reports from German
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and Japanese firms indicate that shipments of
Nexperia’s chips made in China have resumed. Despite
this easing, tensions between China and the
Netherlands—and by extension, the European Union—
are expected to persist until the dispute over
Nexperia’'s ownership and operations is resolved.
[Channel News Asia]

The Netherlands took control of Nexperia on
September 30, citing concerns that Wingtech intended
to transfer European production to China, which the
Dutch government argued posed a risk to regional
economic security. In response, China blocked exports
of the company’s finished chips, most of which are
packaged in China (see AiR No. 41, October/2025, 2).

China has repeatedly framed its actions as an effort to
maintain stability in global chip supply chains while
criticizing the Dutch authorities for failing to resolve
the dispute. The ministry’s statement urged the
European Union to continue using its influence to
press the Netherlands to reverse its takeover of
Nexperia, describing the Dutch measures as
“erroneous actions” that need correction. [Reuters]
[BBC] [Ministry of Commerce, China, in Chinese]

China, Serbia pledge deeper military
cooperation amid strengthened strategic
ties

(dqgl) Chinese military leaders met with Serbian
Defense Minister Bratislav Gasic in Beijing on
November 5-6, 2025, to reaffirm and expand bilateral
military cooperation. The meetings were part of Gasic's
four-day visit to China last week.

First-ranked Vice Chairman of the Central Military
Commission (CMC) General Zhang Youxia and Defense
Minister Admiral Dong Jun emphasized the deep
historical and political roots of China-Serbia relations,
describing them as “iron-clad.”

Both Chinese officials highlighted the importance of
strengthening strategic communication, high-level
military exchanges, and mutual trust, while broadening
practical cooperation in areas such as joint exercises,
personnel training, military medicine, and regional
security. They stressed implementing the consensus
reached by the two presidents to elevate military-to-
military relations to a higher level.

Gasic reaffirmed Serbia’s adherence to the one-China
principle and pledged to deepen collaboration to
enhance bilateral relations and contribute to regional
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peace and stability. [Ministry of Defense, China 1]
[Ministry of Defense, China 2] [Adria Defense]

Meanwhile, on November 4, Premier Li Qiang held
talks with Serbian Prime Minister Djuro Macut in
Shanghai during the China International Import Expo
to discuss strengthening China-Serbia relations. Li
emphasized China’s readiness to support Serbia’s core
interests, align its 15th Five-Year Plan with Serbia’s
2035 development strategy, and leverage existing
frameworks such as the bilateral free trade agreement
and the Intergovernmental Economic and Trade Mixed
Committee.

Key areas of focus include high-quality Belt and Road
projects like the Hungary-Serbia railway, scientific and
technological innovation, green economy, biomedicine,
artificial intelligence, and expanded people-to-people
exchanges in culture, tourism, education, and sports.

Macut, for his part, reaffirmed Serbia’s adherence to
the one-China principle and its interest in deepening
cooperation in trade, investment, technology, Al, and
tourism. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chinal

The meetings come as China'’s footprint in the Western
Balkans has grown and defense and security
cooperation expanded, with Serbia as a central
partner. Deliveries of drones and air-defense systems,
joint exercises, and military technology transfers
illustrate China's growing influence. In addition,
Chinese firms such as Huawei and 4iG are embedding
themselves in telecommunications, Al, and IT services
across multiple Western Balkan countries, creating
technological dependencies. Media engagement,
investment in local companies, and participation in
infrastructure projects reinforce China'’s societal and
economic penetration.

While China’s strategy has evolved, the EU has
struggled to respond effectively. The EU lacks a unified
“China conditionality” in accession negotiations, and
references to China in Western Balkan accession
chapters are limited, vague, and non-binding.
Candidate countries continue to engage with China
with minimal constraints, including Montenegro's
continued use of non-competitive tenders and other
opaque agreements. Western Balkan governments
have leveraged multiple foreign partnerships—
including China, Russia, and Turkey—for political,
economic, and electoral advantage, reflecting a
broader practice of “hedging.”

The lack of a coherent EU-China policy complicates the
integration of Western Balkan countries, leaving them
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vulnerable to becoming vectors for Chinese influence
within the EU. [ECFR] [Clingendeal][Small Wars Journal]

Chad turns to China to revive oil sector
amid Western retreat

(dql) Facing declining production and the exit of major
Western firms, Chad is increasingly relying on China to
sustain and expand its oil industry. The landlocked
central African country, currently producing around
150,000 barrels per day, aims to double output with
support from the China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC) and partners like the UAE.

CNPC is expanding operations in Chad's southern
Bongor Basin and spearheading plans for a second
refinery in the east, while also upgrading the existing
Djarmaya refinery near N'Djamena. The company
holds a 60 percent stake in the current refinery
venture, with Chad financing its 40 percent share
through a USD 330 million CNPC-backed loan.
Feasibility studies for the new facility are advanced,
and construction is poised to proceed without delay.

The push comes as major Western oil firms—including
ExxonMobil, Chevron, and Petronas—have exited
Chad’s oil sector amid disputes over asset ownership,
taxation, and strategic priorities. CNPC's involvement,
dating back to Chad's re-establishment of diplomatic
ties with Beijing in 2006, has positioned China as
Chad's dominant energy partner, funding
infrastructure and domestic refining capacity that
Western firms had previously declined.

The pivot to China coincides with rising tensions with
traditional allies. In 2024, Chad ended long-standing
defence agreements with France, while frictions with
the United States have escalated over visa restrictions.
In 2023, Chad nationalized assets previously held by
ExxonMobil following a dispute over a British
acquisition, reflecting the government's determination
to maintain sovereign control over its oil sector.
[SCMP]

China approves Chilean lithium
partnership

(dql) China's State Administration for Market
Regulation, the country’s antitrust regulator, has
approved a landmark partnership between Chile's
state-owned copper giant Codelco and lithium
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producer SQM, clearing the way to expand extraction
at the Atacama salt flat, one of the world’s largest
lithium reserves.

China's regulator required the companies to ensure
minimum supply to Chinese customers at fair prices,
refrain from sharing sensitive information with
competitors, and follow specified corporate
governance practices. Details of the conditions were
kept confidential.

SQM said the requirements align with its existing
commercial practices in China, while Codelco stated
the joint venture can proceed once Chile's
comptroller’s office grants approval, expected by the
end of the year. Competition authorities in Chile, the
EU, Brazil, Japan, South Korea, and Saudi Arabia have
already cleared the deal.

hile, home to roughly 40 percent of global lithium
reserves and the world's second-largest producer, aims
through this partnership — which will run until 2060 —
to reclaim its leadership in lithium production, a
position lost to Australia nearly a decade ago.

SQM, a leading lithium supplier, is partially owned by
Chinese company Tiangi, which holds a 22 percent
stake. [Business Recorder]

India and Russia to seal labor mobility
accord during President Putin’s December
visit

(ms) The Kremlin has confirmed that active
preparations are underway for President Vladimir
Putin’s visit to India in early December 2025, marking
his first trip to the country since 2021.

During the visit, both sides are expected to sign a new
labor mobility agreement, creating a framework for
regulated migration and worker protection. The accord
will facilitate the employment of skilled Indian workers
in Russia’s construction, engineering, textile, and
electronics sectors, where demand for qualified labor
has sharply increased.

According to reports, around 70,000 Indian nationals
will be officially employed in Russia by the end of 2025
under quotas managed by the Russian Ministry of
Labour. The Indian Business Alliance in Moscow
welcomed the agreement, describing it as a “mutually
beneficial” step that combines Russia’s need for skilled
workers with India’s expanding overseas employment
base.
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The visit will also take place against the backdrop of
India’s balancing act between maintaining defense and
energy cooperation with Moscow and responding to
Western pressure to reduce its imports of Russian oil.
[News18] [Reuters] [The Hindu]

Indonesia, Russia explore maritime and
education partnership

(ms) Indonesia and Russia have agreed to explore
expanded cooperation in the maritime, logistics, and
education sectors following a meeting between
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga
Hartarto and Russian Maritime Council Chairman
Nikolai Patrushev in Jakarta on November 8.

Hartarto said the discussions focused on strengthening
Indonesia’s maritime infrastructure and human capital
development, describing maritime and logistics
advancement as a national priority to drive growth and
enhance inter-island connectivity. “The government is
expanding industrial capacity and welcoming
partnerships that support maritime independence and
competitiveness,” he said.

Patrushev, who also serves as an advisor to the
Russian president, expressed Russia’s readiness to
cooperate in developing shipping infrastructure,
transferring technology, and improving training in
marine engineering. He added that Moscow is seeking
to deepen academic ties through exchange and
training programs between Russian maritime
universities—particularly in St. Petersburg—and
Indonesian institutions.

The talks also highlighted Russia’s growing
engagement in Indonesia, which includes cooperation
in energy, defense, and higher education. Russian
universities have partnered with Indonesian
institutions in engineering and science programs, while
Russian state companies maintain stakes in oil and gas
projects in eastern Indonesia. [Antara]

Indonesia: Strengthens cooperation with
UK on climate and sustainability

(ms) Indonesia and the United Kingdom have
reinforced their partnership on climate action and
sustainable development through new agreements
signed on November 7, during the Belém Leaders
Summit.
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Environment Minister Hanif Faisol Nurofiq and UK
Energy Secretary Ed Miliband signed a memorandum
of understanding to deepen collaboration on carbon
management, low-carbon growth, and environmental
governance. The deal expands technical cooperation
on climate adaptation, biodiversity protection, and
green investment.

Separately, Indonesia’s Environment Ministry signed a
letter of intent with The Royal Foundation of The Prince
and Princess of Wales in Rio de Janeiro, focusing on
law-enforcement cooperation and private-sector
engagement to combat illegal logging, wildlife
trafficking, and pollution.

The initiatives reflect President Prabowo Subianto’s
push to strengthen environmental diplomacy and
mobilize international support for sustainability ahead
of COP30. Both countries affirmed their shared goal of
advancing global action toward a more sustainable and
resilient planet. [Antara 1] [Antara 2]

Indonesia: Government explores higher
education partnership with Turkmenistan

(ms) Indonesia is pursuing academic cooperation with
Turkmenistan to expand exchanges, joint research,
and scholarships, the Ministry of Higher Education,
Science, and Technology said on November 8, 2025.

In talks between Secretary General Togar Mangihut
Simatupang and Turkmen Ambassador
Muhammetnyyaz Mashalov, both countries agreed to
prepare a memorandum of understanding covering
student and lecturer exchanges, doctoral co-
supervision, and joint studies in agriculture and
medicine.

Mashalov highlighted shared cultural and religious
values and called education a pillar of bilateral
relations and sustainable development. The initiative
also aims to raise the number of Turkmen students in
Indonesia and promote Indonesia’s Developing
Countries Partnership (KNB) scholarships.

The plan supports President Prabowo Subianto’s push
to strengthen global cooperation in science and
education, positioning Indonesia as a growing
academic partner in Central Asia. [Antara]

Japan to present historical Chinese
documents undermining Beijing's claims
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to Senkaku Islands

(dqgl) Japan will reportedly publicly exhibit historical
Chinese documents that, according to Tokyo,
demonstrate China’s past recognition of the Senkaku
Islands as territory outside its domain. The exhibition,
opening on November 14 at the National Museum of
Territory and Sovereignty in Tokyo, seeks to reinforce
Japan'’s claim to the islands amid China’s increasing
assertiveness in the East China Sea.

The display will feature three sets of records: a 1950
Chinese Foreign Ministry document referring to the
“Senkaku Islands” as part of Japan's Ryukyu region; an
1889 report by an official of the China’s ruling Qing
dynasty stationed in Japan; and two 1895 documents
related to the handover of Taiwan from Qing China to
Japan, which will be shown publicly for the first time.

Tokyo argues that these records indicate China did not
regard the Senkaku Islands—claimed by Beijing as the
Diaoyu Islands—as part of its territory until the early
1970s, when possible oil reserves were discovered
nearby. [The Japan Times]

China eases import ban on Japanese
seafood

(ay) Japan has resumed seafood exports to China for
the first time since Beijing imposed a blanket ban in
2023 over the release of treated wastewater from the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. The shipment of six
tons of frozen scallops from Hokkaido marked the first
authorized export under new inspection rules,
followed by plans to send salted sea cucumbers.

The resumption follows a June agreement between the
two governments to gradually lift restrictions, with
exporters required to register facilities and submit
radioactivity certificates. Only three facilities have been
approved so far, while hundreds await clearance.

China maintains a ban on marine products from ten
Japanese prefectures, including Fukushima and Tokyo,
originally imposed after the 2011 nuclear disaster. The
move comes amid efforts by both countries to stabilize
relations and expand trade, as China also prepares to
resume Japanese beef imports for the first time in 24
years. Tokyo continues to press Beijing to lift remaining
restrictions entirely. [Kyodo News]
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Japan'’s Self-Defense Forces drills near
Taiwan highlight crisis-response signaling
to China

(ay) Japan's Self-Defense Forces (SDF) have conducted
new training exercises near Taiwan intended to
demonstrate how Japan could respond in a regional
crisis and deter Chinese coercion. The operations,
centered around the concept of “flexible deterrent
options,” included mine warfare drills south of
Okinawa's Sakishima Islands and simulated anti-ship
strike exercises by F-2 and F-15 fighters in areas
monitored by China. These were designed to show
how Japan might obstruct Chinese naval movements in
a Taiwan contingency while testing coordination with
allies.

Tokyo incorporated flexible deterrence into its 2015
defense guidelines, expanding it in 2018 and 2022 to
emphasize integrated deterrence with partners.

Analysts note, however, that such drills carry
escalation risks, as they increasingly occur near
Chinese-claimed waters. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan-U.S. rare earth collaboration to
enhance strategic security

(dqgl) Japan and the United States will explore joint
development of rare earth minerals in waters near
Minamitori Island, some 1,900 km southeast of Tokyo,
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi announced.
The initiative, discussed during her recent meeting
with U.S. President Donald Trump, aims to strengthen
maritime and economic security by reducing reliance
on China, which currently dominates global rare earth
production.

Japan plans feasibility tests in January to extract rare
earth-rich mud from depths of 6,000 meters. If
successful, trial operations could begin by January
2027, with a system capable of recovering 350 metric
tons daily. Surveys have confirmed abundant deposits
within Japan’s exclusive economic zone, highlighting
the strategic potential of domestic production.
[Reuters]

Japan pledges continued support for
Ukraine
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(dqgl) Japan’'s new Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
reaffirmed Tokyo's unwavering support for Ukraine
during her first phone call with President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on November 5, pledging “strong support”
for a “just and lasting peace.” [Prime Minister's Office,
Japan]

Takaichi emphasized that Japan’s position on Ukraine
remains unchanged and that Tokyo will continue
assisting Kyiv's recovery and reconstruction efforts.
She underscored that Russia's invasion has grave
implications for the international order, reiterating
Japan’s commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty and
postwar rebuilding.

Zelenskyy Ukraine's plans to expand controlled arms
exports, strengthen air defense, and foster joint
weapons production, expressing interest in deepening
cooperation with Japan in energy, recovery, and
technology development. [Anadolu Ajansi]

King Abdullah meets Japan’s Emperor
Naruhito, defense minister and business
leaders to boost cooperation

(ay) King Abdullah Il of Jordan met Emperor Naruhito at
the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on November 10 to mark
70 years of diplomatic relations between Japan and
Jordan, reaffirming their countries' long-standing
partnership.

In talks with Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro
Koizumi both sides agreed to deepen bilateral defense
cooperation. They discussed regional developments,
stressing the need for a comprehensive peace
agreement to end the war in Gaza and ensure the
uninterrupted delivery of humanitarian aid. [Ministry
of Defense, Japan] [The Mainichi]

In addition, King Abdullah met representatives of the
Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry and leading
Japanese firms to discuss expanding trade and
investment, highlighting opportunities in energy,
logistics, food processing, textiles, manufacturing, and
mining.

He also held separate meetings with Japan
International Cooperation Agency President Akihiko
Tanaka and Japan External Trade Organization
Chairman Norihiko Ishiguro to strengthen
collaboration on water desalination projects, industrial
development, and bilateral business forums. [Arab
News]
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Malaysia strengthens cooperation in
economic diplomacy, halal industry, and
TVET with China

(ea) Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi has
concluded a four-day working visit to Shanghai aimed
at strengthening bilateral ties with China in economic
diplomacy, halal trade, and Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET). The visit underscored
the importance of China as Malaysia’'s largest trading
partner for 16 consecutive years, with total bilateral
trade valued at USD 116 billion (MYR 484 billion) in
2024, or 16.8 per cent of Malaysia's overall trade worth
USD 689 billion (MYR 2.8 trillion). [New Straits Times]

During his visit, Zahid represented Malaysia at the
opening ceremony of the 8th China International
Import Expo (CIIE), officiated by Chinese Premier Li
Qiang. An initiative of the Government of the People’s
Republic of China, the expo provides a venue for Belt
and Road Initiative countries to promote and export
their goods and services to China. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia's participation also aimed to strengthen its
export presence and open new pathways for
Malaysian products in global markets. [New Straits
Times]

Zahid also launched the Malaysia International Halal
Showcase (MIHAS) @ Shanghai 2025, where Malaysia
promoted its halal certification expertise and product
range to Chinese buyers and global markets alike.
China remains Malaysia’'s second-largest destination
for halal exports, reflecting the growing importance of
the halal sector in bilateral trade. Total sales of USD
296 million (MYR 1.2 billion) were recorded within the
first three days of the MIHAS event. [New Straits Times]

On the training and workforce front, Zahid launched
the Malaysia-China TVET Industry-Education Alliance
(MC-IEA), which seeks to deepen collaboration
between educational institutions and industry in both
countries through a “Train-Intern-job Placement”
approach. The initiative involved about USD 2.3 million
(MYR 10 million) in co-funding for training equipment
across 15 Chinese TVET institutions. The sectors
involved include rail transit, e-commerce, and
cybersecurity, with participation from major Chinese
firms such as Huawei and Chery.

Separately, Zahid announced 2,500 new TVET
placements in China for Malaysian youths in 2026,
following an earlier phase that saw 5,125 placements
last year. [New Straits Times]
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Malaysia anti-corruption commission
(MACC) and China’s anti-graft commission
expand partnership

(tl) Malaysia Anti-corruption Commission (MACC) and
the National Commission of Supervision of the
Republic of China (NCS) are set to enhance the
strategic partnership and collaboration in tackling
corruption at the global level. The agreement was
reached during the bilateral meeting on the sidelines
of the 14th Assembly of Parties of the International
Anti-Corruption Academy in Vienna.

MACC Chief Commissioner Azam Baki said that such
cooperation allows both nations to exchange views,
improve capabilities and more efficient tactics in
fighting against corruption. The NCS also showed
interest in learning from MACC's practices and
initiatives including investigating methods, public
education, and asset recovery.

Both agencies agreed to explore the joint efforts under
the Belt and Road Initiative, including cooperation in
international forums to advance anti-corruption
efforts. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia’s trade with U.S. rises despite
new tariffs

(tl) Malaysia's trade with the United States expanded
by 15.4 percent to USD 63 billion (MYR 270.88 billion)
between January and September 2025, despite new
tariffs imposed by Washington, according to
Investment, Trade and Industry Minister Tengku Zafrul
Abdul Aziz.

Tengku Zafrul noted that the US remains one of
Malaysia's top trading partners and major investors,
with over 7,700 Malaysian firms exporting to the US
and employing about 1.1 million workers, particularly
in the electrical and electronics sector.

However, he cautioned that retaliatory tariffs could
weaken Malaysia's export competitiveness and
pressure local producers, potentially leading to
reduced operations, delayed expansion, or relocations.
Following the tariff hikes, Bank Negara Malaysia
revised the 2025 GDP growth forecast down to 4.0-4.8
from its initial projection of 4.5-5.5 percent.
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However, Malaysia will continue enhancing export
resilience under the National Trade Blueprint, New
Industrial Master Plan 2030, and the 13th Malaysia
Plan, which aims for exports surpassing USD 465
billion (MYR 2 trillion) by 2030. [Malay Mail]

Chinese firm donates stormwater pumps
to support flood mitigation in Maldives

(Im) The China Machinery Engineering Corporation
(CMECQ), a state-owned Chinese enterprise, has
donated six stormwater pumps to the Maldives to
support flood control efforts in the Greater Malé
region, which faces frequent inundation during heavy
rainfall. The handover ceremony, held on November
10, was attended by President Mohamed Muizzu,
Defense Minister Ghassan Maumoon, Chinese
Ambassador Kong Xianhua, and the CMEC Deputy
General Manager, who formally handed over the
equipment on behalf of the company. [The Sun]

Mongolia, South Korea to cooperate on
addiction prevention

(fs) Head of the Social Policy Department of the
Governor's Office of the Capital City of Mongolia Sh.
Ankhmaa met with representatives from the Korean
Academy of Addiction Psychiatry and Seoul National
University Hospital's Department of Psychiatry to
discuss collaboration on addiction prevention and
treatment.

The meeting, also attended by the Ulaanbaatar Health
Department and the city’s Addiction Center, focused
on developing community-based approaches to
mental health.

Officials highlighted the growing risk of digital
addiction among adolescents, who reportedly spend
nearly three times more time on screens than adults.
Both sides agreed to cooperate on research, training,
and policy development targeting youth addiction.
[Montsame]

Mongolia, Germany sign long-term
defense cooperation agreement

(fs) The Mongolian and German defense ministries
have signed a long-term cooperation agreement to
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deepen bilateral defense ties and advance their
strategic partnership. The agreement was signed by
Mongolia's Minister of Defense Damba Batlut and
Germany's Ambassador to Mongolia Helmut Kulitz.

Under the agreement, Germany has committed USD
1.15 million to support the enhancement of training
capabilities and logistical infrastructure within the
Mongolian Armed Forces, building on years of defense
collaboration.

Since 2009, the two countries have engaged in joint
training programs, contributing to Mongolia's
participation in UN peacekeeping missions and
strengthening its expertise in mountain warfare.
[Montsame]

Myanmar forms committee to fast-track
China’s Belt and Road projects

(anl) Myanmar’s military regime has formed a high-
level committee to accelerate the implementation of
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects.

Established on August 15 and chaired by junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing, the committee includes Union
ministers and regional chief ministers. It is tasked with
coordinating projects under the China-Myanmar
Economic Corridor (CMEC) and China-Myanmar Border
Economic Cooperation Zones.

Major CMEC projects include the Kyaukphyu Deep-Sea
Port in Rakhine State and proposed railway links
connecting Rakhine to China’s Yunnan Province—part
of Beijing's strategy to secure access to the Indian
Ocean and safeguard energy transport routes.

During visits to China in August and September, Min
Aung Hlaing met with President Xi Jinping, pledging to
deepen cooperation under the BRI and CMEC
frameworks. China has also voiced support for the
junta's planned election, which analysts say could
further facilitate BRI project expansion. [The
[rrawaddy]

48 Myanmar nationals repatriated
following release from Thai prisons

(su) A total of 48 Myanmar nationals released from

prisons in Thailand were repatriated to Kawthaung on
November 5, according to state media. The group, 34
men and 14 women—had been serving sentences for
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residing and working in Thailand without legal
documentation.

Thai officials from Ranong formally handed the
returnees over to Myanmar authorities led by
Kawthaung Township Administrator U Naing Lin Htet.
The transfer was facilitated by Labor Officer U Moe
Zaw, based in Ranong.

Upon arrival, the returnees underwent health
screening, vaccination, and verification at the Nawarat
Indoor Sports Complex. Checks were also conducted
for communicable diseases and to identify any
individuals affiliated with the Civil Disobedience
Movement or wanted under pending warrants.

Registered returnees were issued smart cards, while
arrangements were made for unregistered individuals
to complete documentation in their home regions.
Local residents were reunited with their families, and
onward transportation was arranged for those from
other parts of the country. [Eleven Myanmar]

India and Nepal agree on new
transmission corridors to expand cross-
border power trade

(Im) Nepal and India have agreed to build three new
high-voltage cross-border transmission lines as part of
their growing bilateral energy cooperation. The new
links—the Chameliya-Jauljibi 220 kilovolt (kV) line in
Nepal's far west, the Nijgadh-Motihari 400 kV line
connecting central Nepal to India’s Bihar state, and the
Lamahi-Lucknow 400 kV line linking western Nepal
with northern India—are designed to significantly
expand the two countries’ electricity exchange
capacity.

The agreement was reached at the 17th meeting of the
Nepal-India Joint Technical Team in Pokhara. Both
sides also decided to upgrade four existing
interconnections to improve grid stability and
reliability. The Chameliya-Jauljibi line is scheduled for
completion by December 2027, while detailed project
reports for the other two projects are being prepared
jointly. Nepal will soon provide technical data for the
Nijgadh-Motihari line, and a feasibility study will
determine whether the western connection will
terminate at Lamahi or Kohalpur, two towns near the
Indian border.

The two governments further agreed to temporarily
operate the Butwal-Gorakhpur 400 kV line—which
links Nepal's Lumbini Province with India’s Uttar
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Pradesh state—at a lower voltage of 220 kV until full
commissioning. Revised assessments indicate that
Nepal can now export up to 1,500 megawatts of
electricity to India and import up to 1,400 megawatts
through existing corridors such as Dhalkebar-
Muzaffarpur and Dhalkebar-Sitamarhi.

The new agreements follow a joint venture and
shareholder deal signed in New Delhi earlier this
month for two additional cross-border lines—Inaruwa-
Purnia in eastern Nepal and Lamki-Dododhara
(Bareilly) in the west. Together, these projects
underpin Nepal's long-term plan to export up to 10,000
megawatts of electricity to India within the next
decade, reflecting a steady deepening of bilateral
energy cooperation. [The Kathmandu Post]

North Korean state-sponsored hackers
steal accounts, wipe multiple devices in
South Korea

(dqgl) A North Korea-linked hacking group has
conducted a coordinated cyberattack targeting
smartphones, tablets, and PCs in South Korea, marking
the first known case of its kind. According to
cybersecurity firm Genians, the campaign began on
September 5, when hackers infiltrated a local
counselor's smartphone and spread malware
disguised as a “stress relief app.” A second wave on
September 15 targeted 36 additional users.

The attackers remotely stole Google account
credentials, monitored victims' GPS data using the
“Find Hub"” device-tracking feature, and wiped multiple
devices to disrupt communication. Experts note that
the hackers maintained control over the devices for
over a year, demonstrating a new level of
sophistication in North Korean cyber operations.
[Korea JoongAng Daily]

U.S. sanctions North Korean cyber
operatives

(mo) Washington has imposed sanctions on eight
North Korean individuals and two entities for
laundering illicit cybercrime proceeds — including
cryptocurrency theft — as U.S. pressure on Pyongyang
intensifies following the failure of a Trump-Kim
summit to take place.
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The U.S. Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control
said those designated funneled funds from
ransomware attacks and overseas IT operations back
to North Korea. Key figures include Jang Kuk-chol and
Ho Jong-son, accused of managing USD 5.3 million in
crypto assets linked to North Korea-based hacking
groups. Korea Mangyongdae Computer Technology, its
chief U Yong-su, and Ryujong Credit Bank were also
blacklisted for operating IT worker units in China and
financing sanctions-evading schemes. [The Seattle
Times] [Treasury Sanctions Department]

Several other operatives in China and Russia, acting on
behalf of sanctioned North Korean banks, were
targeted for helping move illicit funds. All U.S. assets
tied to designated parties are frozen, and American
individuals and entities are barred from dealings with
them.

The sanctions come alongside a U.S. request to the UN
to blacklist seven vessels accused of helping North
Korea export coal and iron to China, violating
international sanctions. U.S. officials stressed the
vessel sanctions were initiated earlier and not directly
linked to the stalled summit.

The Treasury estimates North Korea-linked hackers
have stolen over USD 3 billion globally in the past three
years, much of it in crypto via advanced malware. [The
Joong Ang Daily]

North Korean leader keeps door open to
future Trump meeting

(sm) North Korea has signaled that it may still be open
to a future meeting between Kim Jong Un and U.S.
President Donald Trump, according to reports coming
from South Korea’s National Intelligence Service.

Earlier last month, speculation had grown that the two
leaders could meet during or after the APEC summit
held late October in South Korea, a move that would
mark a step toward renewed engagement. However,
Kim ultimately remained silent upon the subject of
meeting Trump, a decision that suggests Pyongyang is
carefully managing the timing and conditions of any
potential dialogue. [KBS World]

At the same time, North Korea continues to enhance
its missile capabilities and maintain readiness for a
potential nuclear test. This position indicates that
Pyongyang is seeking to preserve their leverage while
keeping diplomatic options available. By advancing its
military strength alongside limited signals of openness,
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North Korea appears to be pursuing what some many
see as a calibrated approach that balances deterrence
with the prospect of future negotiating on their own
terms. [Yonhap News Agency]

Russian military delegation visits
Pyongyang to deepen international
cooperation

(sm) A Russian military delegation led by Deputy
Defense Minister Victor Goremykin arrived in
Pyongyang on November 6 where it was received by
Pak Yong-il, the vice director of the General Political
Bureau of the Korean People’s Army. The visit marks
another step in expanding North Korea-Russia's
defense cooperation following the countries’ recent
summit diplomacy and growing alignment since Kim
Jong Un's trip to Vladivostok two years ago.

State media reported that the two sides held talks on
strengthening exchanges between their military and
political institutions, thereby emphasizing mutual
solidarity against pressure from the west. [The Korea
Times] [The Korea Times 2] [PBS]

The discussions were followed by a separate meeting
on November 7, during which officials agreed to
increase cooperation in training, personal
management, and ideological guidance within their
respective military forces. The talks underscored the
growing institutional depth of North Korea-Russia ties
which have moved beyond symbolic gestures to
structured engagement between defense
organizations. [The Korea Times 2]

The timing of the visit comes amid heightened military
collaboration between the two countries, including
reports on North Korean labor development and
defence technology exchanges. By gathering these
military-political links, Pyongyang is reinforcing its
strategic partnerships with Moscow at a time of
deepening confrontation with the West and seeking
both economic support and diplomatic backing as it
navigates international isolation.

North Korea supplies majority of Russia’s ammunition

Meanwhile, Ukrainian authorities report that about 70
percent of the ammunition used by Russia in its war
against Ukraine is supplied by North Korea. Since the
start of Russia’s full-scale invasion in February 2022,
Pyongyang has reportedly sent 6.5 million shells to
Moscow in exchange for Russian military technology,
including air defense and space-related systems, as
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well as USD 20 billion in aid. The documents also
suggest Russian nuclear technologies may have been
transferred to North Korea. [New Straits Times]

Australia sanctions North Korean
cybercrime networks

(dqgl) Australia has imposed financial sanctions and
travel bans on four entities and one individual for
allegedly supporting North Korea's WMD and ballistic
missile programs through cybercrime. According to
Foreign Minister Penny Wong, North Korean-linked
cyber actors engaged in large-scale cryptocurrency
theft, fraudulent IT work, and espionage to evade
sanctions and fund weapons development. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Australia]

Citing the UN Multilateral Sanctions Monitoring Team,
Wong noted that North Korean hackers stole at least
USD 1.9 billion in cryptocurrency globally in 2024, using
networks of North Korean nationals and foreign
facilitators to launder the assets.

The Australian government emphasized that the
measures, coordinated with the United States, aim to
pressure North Korea's illegal revenue networks and
address threats to regional security. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Pakistani military chief visits Brunei

(Im) Pakistan's top military officer, General Sahir
Shamshad Mirza, has visited Brunei as part of a series
of regional trips aimed at expanding Pakistan’s defense
diplomacy and military partnerships beyond its
traditional alliances. During the visit, he met Sultan
Hassanal Bolkiah and senior Bruneian defense officials
to discuss regional security and deepen military-to-
military cooperation.

The trip follows Mirza's recent engagements across
Asia, including Uzbekistan and Turkiye, and his address
at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, where he
warned that escalation between Pakistan and India
could “outpace diplomacy” without stronger conflict
management mechanisms. [Arab News]

China and Pakistan reaffirm cooperation
under CPEC Phase 2
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(as) Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari met Chinese
Vice President Han Zheng in Doha at the Second World
Summit for Social Development, where both leaders
reaffirmed their long-standing strategic partnership
and focused on the next stage of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Zardari described Pakistan and China as “all-weather
strategic cooperative partners,” emphasizing that
Islamabad regards its friendship with Beijing as central
to its foreign policy. He thanked China for sustained
support during economic and security challenges and
highlighted that CPEC has entered its second phase,
which emphasizes industrial relocation, technology
transfer, agriculture modernization, and creation of
special economic zones (SEZs). [DAWN] [Radio
Pakistan]

For context: CPEC Phase 2 (also referred to as “CPEC
2.0") builds on the initial infrastructure-heavy phase
(roads, ports, energy) and shifts into higher-value
sectors to generate employment, deepen
industrialization and reduce Pakistan’s reliance on
import-led growth.

Pakistan denies reports of barring Hindu
pilgrims from Sikh religious delegation

(my) Reports in Indian media claimed that a group of
Hindu pilgrims was stopped by Pakistani authorities at
the Wagah border from joining a Sikh delegation
traveling to Pakistan for the 556th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism. The travelers
reportedly said they were prevented from entering
Pakistan despite having completed immigration
formalities. [The Hindu]

Pakistan dismissed the allegations as false and
misleading, stating that no traveler was denied entry
on religious grounds. It emphasized that all visitors
were processed under the 1974 Pakistan-India
Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines, which governs
cross-border religious travel between the two
countries.

According to Islamabad, more than 2,400 Indian
nationals were issued visas for the ten-day
commemorations in Nankana Sahib, Punjab Province,
with about 1,900 pilgrims crossing into Pakistan on
November 5. Pakistani authorities said a small number
of travelers were requested to return to India due to
incomplete documentation or procedural
inconsistencies, describing the issue as administrative
rather than religious. [Radio Pakistan] [Arab News]
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Pakistani naval ship visits Maldives

A Pakistan Navy frigate, PNS Saif, arrived at the Port of
Malé as part of an overseas deployment focused on
regional maritime security cooperation. During the
visit, the mission commander held meetings with
Maldivian military leadership and officials at the High
Commission of Pakistan, where they discussed naval
cooperation, mutual interests, and maritime security.
Members of the diplomatic community and foreign
missions in Malé visited the ship, and before departing,
the Pakistan Navy conducted a passage exercise with
the Maldives Coast Guard. [Arab News]

Germany expands climate and energy
cooperation with Pakistan with USD 122
million package

(Im) Germany has approved EUR 114 million (USD 122
million) in new financial and technical assistance to
Pakistan, expanding a partnership that centers on
climate adaptation, clean energy transition, and labor-
market resilience. The funding comes amid Pakistan’s
ongoing recovery from major floods in 2022 and 2025,
which exposed the country’s extreme climate
vulnerability.

The agreement marks Berlin's continued engagement
in Pakistan’s environmental and economic transition
efforts, linking climate funding with social protection
and skills development in green industries. It also
strengthens cooperation under the Pakistan-Germany
Climate and Energy Partnership, launched in 2021 to
improve renewable energy capacity and grid efficiency.

Part of the German support flows through the SPAR6C
program, which assists Pakistan in building a national
carbon market under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement.
This mechanism enables cross-border carbon credit
trading and positions Pakistan to attract investment for
emission-reduction projects in renewable energy and
low-carbon development. [Arab News]

Germany offers cash to Afghan refugees
to forgo resettlement program

(Im) Germany is offering Afghan refugees in Pakistan
cash incentives to voluntarily exit a resettlement
program that had been established by the previous
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German government. The initiative is part of a
voluntary return program aimed at those who were
accepted under the refugee scheme but have been
stuck in Pakistan since the program was frozen by the
new conservative government led by Chancellor
Friedrich Merz.

According to Airbridge Kabul, an initiative supporting
Afghan refugees, the German government has offered
EUR 1,500 (USD 1,700) to refugees in Pakistan, with an
additional EUR 5,000 if they agree to travel to
Afghanistan or another third country. This program
was designed for Afghans who worked with German
forces or who are at particular risk from the Taliban,
including journalists, lawyers, and human rights
activists.

Despite an agreement with Pakistan that deportations
of those in the program would stop until the end of
2025, 17 arrests of Afghan refugees were made in late
October, compounded by tensions from military
clashes between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Some
refugees have successfully fought for resettlement in
German courts, with a group of 14 arriving earlier this
month. [Arab News]

Pakistan strengthens strategic
cooperation with Turkiye and Azerbaijan

(my/Im) Pakistan has taken new steps to deepen
cooperation with Turkiye and Azerbaijan through
separate high-level meetings focusing on security
coordination and economic partnerships.

In Islamabad, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Turkish Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya agreed to
establish a Joint Working Group between their interior
ministries to enhance collaboration in
counterterrorism, counter-narcotics, border security,
cybercrime, and police training. Sharif reaffirmed
Pakistan's commitment to expand ties with Turkiye in
areas including security, disaster management, trade,
and economic development, while expressing
appreciation for Ankara’s continued support and
extending greetings to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
[Radio Pakistan]

Separately, during a November 7 meeting in Baku,
Sharif met Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev, where
both sides agreed to strengthen cooperation in
defense production, energy investment, and trade
connectivity. Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir
accompanied Sharif during the visit, which coincided
with Azerbaijan's Victory Day celebrations marking its
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2020 military success in Karabakh. The meeting
followed a USD 2 billion Azerbaijani investment pledge
in Pakistan in 2024 and a 2023 defense deal under
which Pakistan agreed to supply JF-17 Block Il fighter
jets to Azerbaijan.

Energy cooperation remains central to the partnership,
with Azerbaijan’s state oil company SOCAR engaged in
liquefied natural gas (LNG) supply discussions and
considering investment in port infrastructure at
Gwadar and Karachi. [Arab News]

Pakistan-UK defense and trade ties gain
momentum

(as/lm) Pakistan and the United Kingdom have
intensified both economic and defense cooperation
through a series of high-level meetings, marking a
broader recalibration of bilateral relations.

In London, Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal and UK
Minister for Trade Policy Chris Bryant agreed to
expedite the Pakistan-UK Trade Dialogue Mechanism,
signed in mid-2025, to remove tariff and regulatory
bottlenecks and expand investment in information
technology, science, and innovation. The UK, which
continues to provide zero-tariff access to Pakistani
exports under its post-Brexit scheme, remains
Islamabad’s largest European and third-largest overall
export market. Bilateral trade currently stands at GBP
5.5 billion (USD 7.2 billion).

Igbal presented Pakistan as a stabilizing economy
under IMF-linked reforms and sought to position it as
an “investment hub” to attract British capital. Bryant
emphasized the need for concrete progress through
the working groups ahead of the next ministerial
review. [Arab News]

In parallel, Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir met
British Army Chief General Charles Walker in
Rawalpindi to discuss regional security and defense
cooperation. Both reaffirmed continued coordination
on counter-terrorism and military training. Walker
commended Pakistan’s counter-terrorism record and
laid a wreath at Yadgar-i-Shuhada. The meeting
followed Munir's earlier visit to the UK in February
2025, where he addressed the Regional Stabilization
Conference at Sandhurst and met senior defense
officials. [DAWN]
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Pakistan and Iran sign five agreements to
expand media and cultural cooperation

(Im) Pakistan and Iran have signed five new
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) to expand
cooperation in broadcasting, digital media, and cultural
exchange — part of an effort to strengthen bilateral
ties through public diplomacy. The agreements were
concluded between Iran’s state broadcaster, the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), and five
Pakistani media entities. The accords cover joint
content production, training programs, and the
exchange of television material. They also emphasize
collaboration in digital media, an area both sides
described as central to shaping future communication
and outreach strategies. [Arab News]

On the defense front, President Asif Ali Zardari visited
Qatar to meet Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani
during the Second World Summit for Social
Development. In their discussions, Zardari offered to
expand defense and defense production collaboration
between Pakistan and Qatar. This comes after
Pakistan's landmark defense pact with Saudi Arabia,
and Zardari emphasized strengthening ties with
regional allies. The Qatari Emir responded positively to
the proposal and pledged to initiate discussions with
relevant authorities. Both leaders also discussed
cultural, political, and economic cooperation, with
Zardari reaffirming Pakistan’s support for Qatar’s
sovereignty and highlighting the country's role in
advocating for humanitarian causes, such as the Gaza
ceasefire. Zardari invited the Emir to visit Pakistan, and
the Emir accepted, signaling further strengthening of
ties between the two nations.

Pakistani foreign minister calls for
enhanced trade and investment with
Oman ahead of ministerial talks

(Im) Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar has urged greater efforts to expand
trade and investment ties with Oman ahead of the 8th
Pakistan-Oman Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC)
session, scheduled to be held in Islamabad this week.

Dar issued the directives during an inter-ministerial
meeting convened to finalize Pakistan’s agenda for the
JMC. Participants reviewed progress across all key
areas of bilateral cooperation, while the deputy prime
minister emphasized accelerating memoranda of
understanding in education, logistics, and consular
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affairs and strengthening collaboration to boost
exports and employment opportunities.

Pakistan and Oman maintain steady trade relations
centered on oil, gas, textiles, food products, and
fisheries. Oman is a key energy supplier to Pakistan,
while Pakistan exports rice, textiles, and agricultural
goods.

The meeting comes as Pakistan, currently under a USD
7 billion International Monetary Fund (IMF) program,
seeks to attract investment from Gulf countries to
support economic recovery.

Last month, Pakistan's Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
met Oman'’s Minister for the Royal Office, General
Sultan Mohammed Al Nu'amani, to discuss bilateral
relations and visa-related issues. Islamabad has
recently sought to resolve such issues with multiple
partner countries to facilitate more overseas
employment opportunities for Pakistani workers,
whose remittances remain a vital source of foreign
exchange for the country. [Arab News]

Pakistani President offers to expand
defense collaboration with Qatar

(as) During the Second World Summit for Social
Development in Doha, Pakistani President Asif Ali
Zardari met Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani to discuss expanding bilateral collaboration
across multiple sectors, with a focus on defense,
investment, and humanitarian diplomacy.

Zardari proposed enhanced defense cooperation,
including in defense production, and the Emir
responded positively, indicating that the relevant
authorities would begin discussions. The initiative
follows Pakistan’s recent defense pact with Saudi
Arabia, which includes a mutual defense agreement.
Sheikh Tamim welcomed that agreement as a positive
and timely development, noting Pakistan’s capacity to
maintain strategic partnerships with China, the West,
and Gulf states simultaneously.

Beyond defense, Zardari and Sheikh Tamim reaffirmed
commitments to strengthen political, economic,
agricultural, and cultural cooperation, as well as food
security and investment. The Qatari leader expressed
satisfaction with Pakistan's role in the region and
conveyed a desire to increase the number of Pakistani
workers in Qatar, whose remittances play a significant
role in Pakistan's economy.
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On regional matters, Sheikh Tamim expressed hope
for progress in Pakistan-Afghanistan relations,
referencing Qatar's role as mediator in recent talks
between Islamabad and the Afghan Taliban following
border clashes.

Zardari praised Qatar's humanitarian diplomacy,
particularly its efforts to secure a ceasefire in Gaza,
and reaffirmed Pakistan’s support for Qatar’s
leadership in international peace efforts. He also
commended the Qatar Fund for Development and
cultural initiatives led by Sheikha Moza bint Nasser and
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad Al-Thani.

The meeting concluded with Zardari inviting Sheikh
Tamim to visit Pakistan in early 2026, an invitation the
Emir accepted. [Arab News [Radio Pakistan] [DAWN]

Military leaderships of Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia agree to deepen defense
partnership

(Im) Pakistan’s top military official, General Sahir
Shamshad Mirza, met Saudi Chief of General Staff
Lieutenant General Fayyad bin Hamed Al-Ruwaili in
Riyadh on November 9, where both sides discussed
expanding joint defense coordination amid shifting
regional security alignments.

The meeting follows the October 2025 Strategic Mutual
Defense Agreement, signed during Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif's visit to Riyadh, which commits both
countries to treat aggression against one as an attack
on both. The Riyadh talks appear to have focused on
operationalizing this framework through deeper
coordination between the two militaries.

Saudi authorities conferred the King Abdulaziz Medal
(First Class) on Mirza for his role in strengthening
bilateral defense ties — a signal of Riyadh's intent to
institutionalize military cooperation beyond symbolic
partnership. According to official readouts, discussions
covered the regional and global security environment,
though no new deployments or joint initiatives were
announced. [Arab News]

Pakistan presses for expanded trade and
connectivity with Tajikistan

(Im) Pakistan has urged Tajikistan to restore direct air
links and explore new trade opportunities, signaling
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Islamabad’s intent to deepen its economic and
transport integration with Central Asia. The proposal
came during a meeting between President Asif Al
Zardari and his Tajik counterpart Emomali Rahmon on
the sidelines of the Second World Summit for Social
Development in Qatar.

Both countries view each other as strategic gateways:
Pakistan as Tajikistan's access point to the Arabian Sea,
and Tajikistan as Pakistan’s entry route to Central Asia.
Recent years have seen intensified cooperation in
trade, energy, defense, and regional connectivity,
anchored by projects like CASA-1000, a USD 1.2 billion
initiative that will allow Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to
export surplus summer electricity to Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

Zardari welcomed the resumption of CASA-1000
construction, stalled for years by instability in
Afghanistan, and proposed additional routes for
bilateral trade and logistics. The two countries also
maintain growing security cooperation, having held a
joint counterterrorism exercise in August under the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) framework.
[Arab News]

Philippines to deepen agricultural ties
with Uruguay, Turkey

(ghd) The Philippines is actively strengthening its
international agricultural partnerships, launching
major initiatives to boost trade and cooperation with
nations in both South America and the Middle East.

The Philippines and Uruguay are set to draft a three-
year action plan centered on agricultural cooperation,
following the first formal bilateral consultation
between the two nations in their 50-year diplomatic
history.

The agreement was announced by Uruguay's Vice
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Valeria
Csukasi, after meetings with officials from the
Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). The
partnership will not only focus on trade but also on
sharing advanced agricultural practices.

Additionally, Csukasi highlighted that Uruguay could
serve as an entry point for the Philippines into other
South American markets. To support this growing
relationship, she revealed that Uruguay hopes to
establish a consulate in Manila by next year. [Manila
Bulletin]
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Simultaneously, the Philippines is seeking to
significantly ramp up agricultural trade, particularly in
poultry, seafood, and various tropical fruits, with
Turkiye. The Philippine Department of Agriculture (DA)
aims to expand exports of established products like
bananas and pineapples while also promoting niche
fruits such as avocados, durian, and papaya to Turkish
markets. A key area of collaboration is a plan to
position the Philippines as a regional hub for Halal-
certified feed, combining local corn production with
Turkish formulation expertise. This push builds on a
strong financial upswing, as Philippine exports to
Turkiye soared over 150 percent from USD 16.8 million
in 2021 to USD 42.2 million. [Inquirer]

Singapore, Thailand sign rice trade deal to
boost food security

(st) Singapore and Thailand signed a rice trade
agreement on November 7 to ensure a stable rice
supply for Singapore and expand export opportunities
for Thai farmers. The deal, signed by Singapore’s
Minister for Sustainability and the Environment Grace
Fu and Thailand's Commerce Minister Suphajee
Suthumpun, commits both sides to maintaining open
and transparent trade while avoiding export
restrictions. The agreement was witnessed by Prime
Ministers Lawrence Wong and Anutin Charnvirakul
during Anutin’s first official visit to Singapore, marking
the 60th anniversary of bilateral ties. [Channel News
Asia]

Cambodia, South Korea launch joint police
task force to combat scams and
trafficking

(mo/dqgl/gm) South Korea and Cambodia have formally
established a joint task force following the signing of a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) in Phnom
Penh, enhancing real-time cooperation to tackle
scams, confinement, and human trafficking targeting
Koreans in Cambodia. Under the agreement, police
from both countries will operate 24/7, jointly managing
reports, rescue operations, investigations, and the
repatriation of suspects.

The move comes after a surge in criminal activity
involving South Koreans. In 2025 alone, South Korean
authorities received 541 missing-person reports linked
to Cambodia, including 237 cases of failure to return
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home and 167 cases where safety remains
unconfirmed.

Cambodia’'s scam centers are believed to employ
roughly 200,000 people—including about 1,000 South
Koreans. Last month, 64 South Koreans detained in
Cambodia for alleged scam involvement were
repatriated, with around 50 arrested immediately
upon arrival in Seoul. [Chosun Biz] [KBS] [Phnom Penh
Post]

The November 10 agreement was concluded during
South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun'’s visit to the
Southeast Asian country, during which he met
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet in Phnom Penh
to discuss enhanced cooperation against online scam
operations targeting South Korean nationals.

They also agreed to strengthen their strategic
partnership to combat cross-border crimes more
effectively, while expanding cooperation in trade,
investment, and labor ahead of the 30th anniversary of
diplomatic relations in 2027.

In a separate meeting with Cambodian Foreign
Minister Prak Sokhonn, Cho urged the Cambodian
government to ensure the safety and prompt
repatriation of South Koreans during future
crackdowns on scam networks. [Yonhap News Agency]
[Khmer Times]

South Korea criticizes Japan for blocking
Black Eagles’ refueling

(mo) South Korean Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back
criticized Japan as “disappointing” after Tokyo abruptly
refused to allow refueling or landing support for South
Korea's Black Eagles aerobatic team en route to the
Dubai Airshow, despite prior security cooperation
agreements.

Japan withdrew approval for a stopover at Naha Air
Base, reportedly in retaliation for the team'’s training
flight over the East Sea near the disputed Dokdo
islands. [The Joong Ang Daily]

South Korea-U.S. fact sheet on trade and
security delayed amid nuclear submarine
dispute
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(mo) The release of the joint Korea-U.S. fact sheet
summarizing outcomes of recent tariff negotiations
and security discussions has been delayed due to
unresolved wording on security issues, particularly the
construction of nuclear-powered submarines.

While the trade section—including a 15 percent tariff
cut and USD 350 billion in South Korean investment in
the U.S.—was finalized during last month’s summit,
security provisions diverged after U.S. President
Donald Trump approved Korea's request for nuclear-
powered submarines.

A key sticking point is the location of construction: the
U.S. prefers the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, whereas
Seoul insists the submarines be built domestically.
South Korea also plans to develop small reactors
locally, with low-enriched uranium fuel supplied by the
U.S., ruling out domestic enrichment for now.

The security section of the fact sheet is expected to
cover nuclear-powered submarines, uranium
enrichment, and Korea-U.S. alliance modernization,
but the timeline for release depends on ongoing U.S.
review and coordination. Presidential officials
emphasize patience while maintaining South Korea's
stance on domestic construction. [The Korea Herald]
[The Joong Ang Daily]

South Korean national intelligence agency
sees U.S.-North Korea Summit likely after
March

(mo) South Korea's National Intelligence Service (NIS)
believes a U.S.-North Korea summit is likely sometime
after March, according to lawmaker Park Sun-won after
a parliamentary briefing. Despite North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un ignoring U.S. President Donald Trump's
calls for a meeting during his recent trip to South

Korea for bilateral talks with South Korean and Chinese
Presidents Lee Jae-myung and Xi Jinping (see AiR No.
44, November/2025, 1), Pyongyang is reportedly
evaluating key Trump-era officials handling North
Korea policy. [Reuters]

The NIS expects North Korea may seek talks once
major political and military events conclude —
including South Korea-U.S. joint drills, a North Korean
military parade, and a party congress early next year.
Kim has previously said he would consider talks if
Washington drops its denuclearization demands.
[Korea JoongAng Daily]
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Trump recently signaled future talks, saying he expects
to meet Kim “not-too-distant” in the future, while the
White House reiterated U.S. policy remains unchanged
and no meeting has been scheduled.

Finland, South Korea seek deeper
cooperation in defense, tech, and
economic security

(mo) South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun held
phone talks on November 5 with Finnish Foreign
Minister Elina Valtonen, discussing ways to deepen
bilateral cooperation.

Cho highlighted growing collaboration in areas such as
the defense industry and critical minerals, expressing
hopes to strengthen ties through continued high-level
exchanges. Valtonen emphasized strong potential for
further cooperation in defense, science and
technology, and economic security, proposing
continued dialogue to elevate the partnership.
[Yonhap]

South Korea eyes defense exports to UAE

(mo) South Korea's presidential chief of staff and
special envoy for strategic economic cooperation is
visiting the United Arab Emirates (UAE) this week to
promote South Korean defense exports under
President Lee Jae-myung's directive to elevate the
country into a top-four global defense power. [The
Korea Herald] [The JoongAng Daily]

During the trip, he will hold high-level talks on
weapons purchases, showcase the KF-21 fighter jet
ahead of the Dubai Airshow, and meet Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Khaled bin Mohamed Al Nahyan. The
visit follows Kang's earlier trips to Poland, Romania,
and Norway and comes as Korea pursues USD 56.2
billion USD in global defense export deals, including
Poland’'s imminent KRW 8 trillion (USD 5.7 billion) “Orca
Project” for new submarines.

The UAE, already a major customer of South Korean
weapons such as the Cheongung-2 missile system, is
deepening defense and energy cooperation with Seoul
following recent APEC summit discussions. [Chosun
Biz]
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India reaffirms support for Sri Lanka's
economic and political stability

(ss) During a visit to New Delhi, Sri Lankan Opposition
Leader Sajith Premadasa, head of the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB), reaffirmed Sri Lanka’s close
partnership with India and expressed continued
support for India’s campaign for a permanent seat on
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). In an
interview with India’s ANI news agency, Premadasa
described India's inclusion as “a recognition of the
practical realities of international politics.” He
emphasized that Sri Lanka maintains a “special
strategic relationship” with India while also cooperating
with other partners to promote peace and regional
stability.

In meetings with Indian Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar
and Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Premadasa
discussed debt restructuring, bilateral trade, and
economic cooperation, including industrial
partnerships and technology-driven development.
Both Indian ministers reiterated that a stable and
economically resilient Sri Lanka is vital to regional
security, while Premadasa conveyed appreciation for
India’s assistance during Sri Lanka's 2022 financial
crisis. He also met Om Birla, Speaker of India’s lower
house of Parliament, to exchange views on
parliamentary modernization, legislative research, and
youth participation. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]
[Daily Mirror 3]

Premadasa additionally called for establishing a
structured framework under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) to resolve
the fishermen dispute between India and Sri Lanka.
The issue resurfaced shortly after his visit when the Sri
Lanka Navy and Coast Guard arrested 14 Indian
fishermen and seized their vessel for poaching in Sri
Lankan waters near Analativu Island, off the northern
district of Jaffna. The detainees and their boat were
handed over to the Fisheries Inspector in Mailadi for
legal proceedings. [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5]

The Analativu-Jaffna maritime zone, close to the Palk
Bay boundary, has been a recurring site of arrests
involving Indian trawlers entering Sri Lankan waters.
Sri Lankan authorities have long argued that such
incursions harm local livelihoods and damage marine
ecosystems, while India has regularly sought the
release of detained fishermen through diplomatic
channels.

Chinese detentions of Taiwanese surge
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(dqgl) The number of Taiwanese detained by China has
surged this year, tripling to 178 cases from 55 last year,
as Beijing increasingly employs lawfare and cognitive
warfare to intimidate Taiwan across borders, Mainland
Affairs Council Minister Chiu Chui-cheng warned.

During a parliamentary session, DPP Legislator Puma
Shen noted he is under investigation by China for
advocating Taiwanese independence, highlighting the
broader threat posed by China's “three warfares”
strategy—public opinion manipulation, lawfare, and
psychological pressure. Shen stressed that civil
servants, teachers, and military personnel have already
been targeted, and that the tactics could extend to the
wider public if left unchecked.

Premier Cho Jung-tai condemned China's
extraterritorial claims as legally baseless, urging
legislators to brief international human rights and
political organizations about Beijing's fabricated
charges and restrictions on personal freedoms.

Officials emphasized that while professionals may
resist intimidation, ordinary citizens remain highly
vulnerable. Chiu urged industries not to cooperate
with Chinese targeting and stressed the government's
duty to safeguard its citizens.

Taiwan intends to raise global awareness of China’s
extraterritorial suppression, with the Mainland Affairs
Council and Ministry of Foreign Affairs continuing to
report these actions internationally. [Taiwan News]

Japan signals Taiwan conflict could fall
under collective self-defense provisions

(yl) Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said that a
Chinese military attack or blockade against Taiwan
could constitute a “survival-threatening situation” for
Japan under its security legislation, allowing the Self-
Defense Forces to exercise collective self-defense even
if Japan is not directly attacked. Responding to
questions in parliament, Takaichi said that if warships
or other armed actions were used, Japan would have
the legal grounds to respond alongside allies such as
the United States.

Takaichi, who took office in October and is known for
her pro-Taiwan stance, warned that the situation in the
Taiwan Strait “has become serious” and that Japan
must prepare for the worst-case scenario.

Her remarks align with the security views of the late
former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who declared in


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gjiujhk-l-hrt/

2021 that “a Taiwan contingency is a contingency for
Japan.” Analysts noted that Takaichi's comments signal
Tokyo's intent to clarify its strategic threshold
regarding Taiwan as tensions with China intensify.
[Focus Taiwan] [Japan Today]

Taiwan urges Philippines to advance trade
deals to strengthen supply chain
resilience

(dqgl) Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung urged the
Philippines to finalize a double taxation agreement and
begin negotiations on an Economic Cooperation
Agreement, stressing the need to strengthen bilateral
ties and secure resilient non-Chinese supply chains
amid Beijing's rising pressure.

Lin met with Philippine Senator Francis Pangilinan,
chair of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Food
and Agrarian Reform, to advance the Taiwan-
Philippines Economic Corridor under the Rongbang
Program. The initiative aims to align with Manila’s
agricultural priorities, expand joint projects, establish
pilot sites, and enhance training and exchanges to
support Philippine food security.

The corridor effort complements the US-Japan-
Philippines Luzon Economic Corridor. Taiwan recently
joined a US-led group to assess investment
opportunities and promote third-market cooperation.
Lin highlighted the synergy in the semiconductor
sector, with Taiwan specializing in wafer fabrication
and the Philippines in packaging and testing, noting
that the Philippines ranks among Taiwan's top 10
trading partners.

He also cited reciprocal visa-free measures as
facilitating travel and business and praised Manila for
advocating peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait. Lin
framed both nations as first-island-chain democracies
that must collaborate to counter authoritarian
expansion and reinforce regional economic resilience.
[Taiwan News]

Meanwhile, Taiwan and the Philippines will host a
“smart harbor” forum in Kaohsiung from December 9-
11 to strengthen cooperation between the Port of
Kaohsiung and Subic Bay, as unveiled by the
Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The event will
include over 30 participants from Philippine public and
private sectors, with invitations extended to the Subic
Bay Metropolitan Authority and North Luzon local
officials.
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The forum will focus on digitalization, automation, and
uncrewed surface vehicles, aiming to enhance
exchanges and operational collaboration between the
two harbors. This initiative forms part of the Taiwan-
Philippines Economic Corridor and aligns with the US-
Japan-Philippines Luzon Economic Corridor launched
last year. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan-US tariff talks enter final stage

(dqgl) Taiwan-US tariff negotiations have entered the
final stage, with progress reportedly within reach,
Premier Cho Jung-tai told legislators. Despite the
ongoing US government shutdown, both sides aim to
conclude the talks swiftly, with Taipei committed to
expediting the process.

Currently, Taiwan's exports to the US face a 20 percent
tariff. While the ultimate decision rests with
Washington, officials expect tangible progress soon.
Following the fifth round of in-person talks in
September, subsequent virtual meetings and
exchanges of written documents have advanced the
discussions, according to Office of Trade Negotiations
Executive Secretary Benjamin Hsu. A final meeting will
be held once consensus is reached.

Legislators also questioned the government about
potential impacts of the US Supreme Court's review of
President Donald Trump's emergency powers to
impose reciprocal tariffs. Economic Affairs Minister
Kung Ming-hsin said the ministry will submit a report
within two weeks of the Court’s ruling. He added that
Taiwan would defend domestic manufacturers’
interests if a tariff refund mechanism is later
implemented. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan donates USD 700,000 to NGOs
providing Gaza humanitarian aid

(yl) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced a
USD 700,000 donation to support humanitarian efforts
in Gaza, allocating USD 500,000 to the International
Medical Corps (IMC) for a 10-month medical supply
project via Jordan and Egypt, and USD 200,000 to
World Central Kitchen (WCK) for its “Chefs for Gaza”
initiative providing 300,000 meals daily.

The move follows a USD 500,000 donation to Mercy
Corps Palestine, underscoring Taiwan'’s continued
commitment to humanitarian relief amid the conflict.
[Focus Taiwan]
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Eswatini, Taiwan sign pact to enhance
anti-money laundering cooperation

(yl) Taiwan's Investigation Bureau and Eswatini's
Financial Intelligence Centre signed a new agreement
in Taipei to strengthen cooperation on anti-money
laundering, counterterrorism financing, and curbing
illicit fund flows. The deal, Taiwan's 63rd such pact with
a foreign financial intelligence agency, enables faster
intelligence sharing and joint training to address cross-
border financial crimes.

Eswatini, Taiwan'’s only diplomatic ally in Africa, said
the agreement will help improve its capacity to tackle
money laundering tied to drug trafficking, fraud, and
virtual asset crimes. [Ministry of Justice Investigation
Bureau] [Focus Taiwan] [Times of Eswatini]

Thai King and Queen to make first state
visit to China

(Im) Thailand's King Maha Vajiralongkorn and Queen
Suthida will pay a state visit to China from November
13 to 17 at the invitation of Chinese President Xi
Jinping. The trip, marking the 50th anniversary of Thai-
Chinese diplomatic relations, will be the first state visit
by a reigning Thai monarch to the People’s Republic of
China and forms part of the Golden Year of Friendship
between both countries.

During the stay in Beijing, the royal couple will meet
President Xi and Premier Li Qiang, attend a state
banquet at the Great Hall of the People, and visit
cultural and scientific institutions such as Lingguang
Temple, Beijing Aerospace City, and the Innovation
Centre of Humanoid Robotics. Before returning to
Thailand, they will open the exhibition Golden
Friendship, Shared Brilliance, celebrating 50 years of
Thai-Chinese relations at the Palace Museum in Beijing.
[Bangkok Post]

Singapore-Thailand bilateral cooperation
expands to food security, ageing care, and
cybercrime

(msz) During Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's
official visit to Singapore on November 7-8, both
countries signed new agreements aimed at
strengthening supply-chain security, demographic
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resilience, and digital enforcement. The visit coincided
with the 60th anniversary of bilateral ties and reflects a
pragmatic shift toward sectoral cooperation rather
than purely symbolic diplomacy.

The first of two Memorandums of Understanding
establishes a framework to stabilize and expand rice
trade flows between Thailand and Singapore, removing
restrictions and ensuring predictable supply amid
volatile global food markets. For Singapore, the deal
fits within its broader diversification strategy to reduce
dependence on single-source imports.

The second MOU, between SingHealth and Thailand's
Department of Medical Services, focuses on ageing
care and workforce training in geriatrics and
rehabilitation, with Changi General Hospital tasked
with supporting institutional capacity-building in
Thailand’s public health system.

Beyond these pacts, both sides advanced their green
and digital economy agenda, referencing the August
2025 agreement on cross-border carbon credits—
Singapore’s first such deal with an ASEAN partner—
and reaffirmed cooperation on cybercrime and online
scams, expanding intelligence sharing and operational
coordination following a May 2025 accord. [Bangkok
Post] [The Straits Times]

Timor-Leste: Australian miner Tivan
expands critical minerals portfolio with
new licence acquisition

(ms) Australian-listed Tivan Limited (ASX: TVN) has
expanded its operations in Timor-Leste, signing a
binding term sheet to acquire six exploration licenses
covering about 289 square kilometers in the Baucau
and Ossu regions from Beacon Minerals Limited for
AUD 500,000 (USD 330,000).

The licenses are described as highly prospective for
copper, cobalt, and gold, complementing Tivan's
existing Turiscai Project in central Timor-Leste. The
acquisition forms part of the company's strategy to
develop a regional base for critical minerals production
amid rising global demand for clean energy inputs.

Tivan Executive Chairman Grant Wilson called the deal
“a singular opportunity to upscale exploration and lay
the foundations for sustainable long-term
development.” Initial work will include geological
mapping and surface sampling, with additional
payments tied to project milestones.
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For Timor-Leste, which recently joined ASEAN and is
seeking to diversify its petroleum-dependent economy,
the investment signals growing foreign confidence in
its mineral sector. Analysts, however, cautioned that
environmental safeguards and regulatory capacity
must be strengthened to ensure responsible
development as the country attracts new resource
ventures. [Mining] [Mining News]

Vietnam and India deepen defense
cooperation through 15th Defense Policy
Dialogue

(hn) Minister of National Defense General Phan Van
Giang met with Indian Defense Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh in Hanoi on November 10, expressing
satisfaction with the positive results of the 15th
Vietnam-India Defense Policy Dialogue held earlier the
same day.

Giang emphasized the strong potential for expanding
bilateral defense cooperation and called for greater
efforts to enhance friendship, mutual trust, and
practical collaboration. He thanked India for its
longstanding support, including officer training
programs, aid packages, and preferential credit, noting
that defense ties have grown steadily through
exchanges, training, peacekeeping cooperation, and
coordination in multilateral forums.

Singh highlighted the cultural and historical similarities
between the two nations and affirmed that defense
cooperation remains a key pillar of Vietnam-India
relations. He expressed confidence that the outcomes
of the latest dialogue will further strengthen their
strategic defense partnership. [Vietnamplus] [Vietnam]

Vietnham and Laos strengthen cooperation
in military political education and
information work

(hn) On November 10, a Vietnamese military
delegation led by Lieut. Gen. Nguyén Van Burc, head of
the Department of Political Education under the
General Department of Politics of the Vietnam People’s
Army, held talks in Vientiane with a Lao delegation
headed by Maj. Gen. Keosouvanh Phangphilavong.

Both sides praised their close coordination under the
annual cooperation plan, highlighting effective
implementation of bilateral defense agreements for
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2025-2029, particularly in political education, external
information, and friendship exchanges.

Looking ahead, the two sides agreed to deepen
collaboration in political education, continuing to share
experience in fields like information and propaganda,
social sciences, journalism, culture, and publishing,
thereby strengthening the traditional loyal and special
relationship between the two armies and nations.
[Viethamnews] [Viethamnet]

Vietnam exports to US fall in October for
third straight month amid tariff pressure

(ms) Vietnam's exports declined for the third
consecutive month in October, as new 20 percent US
tariffs continued to weigh on shipments to its largest
trading partner. Official data from the National
Statistics Office showed total exports down 1.5 percent
from September to USD 42.05 billion, while imports fell
1 percent to USD 39.45 billion.

Exports to the United States dropped 2.2 percent
month-on-month to USD 13.4 billion, following a 1.4
percent decline in September. Despite the slowdown,
Vietnam's trade surplus with the US reached USD 111
billion in the first ten months of 2025, on track for
another record, even as Washington seeks to narrow
its deficit.

Phones and apparel were the hardest-hit sectors, with
phone exports down 15.2 percent and garment
shipments falling 7 percent. By contrast, footwear
exports rose 15 percent, showing partial recovery after
months of contraction. Samsung Electronics remains
Vietnam's top exporter of phones to the US, while Nike
and Adidas rely heavily on the country’s apparel and
footwear base.

The broader economy showed mixed signals: industrial
output rose 10.8 percent year-on-year, while newly
registered foreign investments climbed 24.2 percent to
nearly USD 3 billion, despite overall investment inflows
falling by more than a quarter from September. Retail
sales increased 7.2 percent year-on-year, and inflation
stood at 3.25 percent.

Vietnam continues trade negotiations with Washington
to ease tariff impacts, though analysts note that its
export-driven economy remains vulnerable to
protectionist shocks and shifting global supply chains.
[Reuters]
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German court dismisses most of
Vietnam'’s VinFast defamation claims
against exiled journalist

(ms) A German court has largely rejected a defamation
lawsuit filed by Vingroup, Vietnam'’s largest private
conglomerate, and its electric car subsidiary VinFast,
against Le Trung Khoa, a Vietnamese journalist living in
exile in Germany. The case stemmed from a 2022
Thoibao.de video that criticised VinFast's car launch in
Europe and questioned its media practices.

The Court ruled on November 4, 2025, that Khoa must
withdraw one specific statement that could not be
supported by evidence, but it dismissed all other
claims from Vingroup and VinFast. The court ordered
the Vietnamese plaintiffs to cover nearly 88 percent of
total legal costs, describing the journalist's reporting as
protected under Germany's constitutional right to
press freedom.

Legal experts said the ruling shows that attempts by
powerful companies to limit critical reporting abroad
will not succeed in countries with strong media
protections. The case has been viewed as a setback for
Vingroup's wider strategy of using legal pressure to
control its public image, a tactic that has been more
effective inside Vietnam than in Western jurisdictions.

The decision also comes as VinFast struggles
internationally, with weak car sales in Europe and
heavy losses in North America. Analysts say the verdict
underscores the contrast between Vietnam'’s
controlled media environment and Europe’s
independent legal system. [AsiaTimes]

Vietham and Netherlands strengthen
cooperation in maritime and aviation
sectors

(hn) On November 10, Deputy Minister of Construction
Nguyén Xuan Sang met with Dutch Minister for Foreign
Trade and Development Cooperation Aukje de Vries in
Ha Noi to boost Vietnam-Netherlands cooperation in
maritime and aviation.

Sang highlighted the two nations’ long-standing
partnership and vast potential for collaboration,
particularly in transport and construction. He urged
the Netherlands to help establish direct flights
between the two countries and enhance cooperation
in air traffic management and airport operations.
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In the maritime and inland waterways sector, the two
sides reviewed their existing agreements on seafarer
certification recognition and port development
cooperation. Sang invited Dutch investment in major
Vietnamese seaport projects such as Lach Huyén, Cai
Mép-Thi Vai, Lién Chiéu, and Tran D&, and called for
support in training, green port development, and clean
fuel use.

Both sides agreed to maintain active dialogue and
push forward joint projects in shipbuilding, port
development, and training. [Viethnamnews]
[Viethamplus]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

12 November 2025 @ 12:30-1:45 p.m. (GMT+1),
Chatham House, United Kingdom

A foreign policy for the new Syria

This livestream event will feature Syrian Foreign
Minister Asaad Al-Shaibani for his first public event in
the United Kingdom to discuss Syria's transition
following the fall of President Bashar al-Assad. The
event will examine Syria’s reconstruction efforts,
renewed diplomatic engagement, and evolving foreign
policy priorities amid a shifting regional and global
landscape. It will also consider what a re-engaged Syria
could mean for its neighbors, its people, and the wider
international community. For more information and
registration, visit [Chatham House].

12 November 2025 @ 3:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
Chatham House, United Kingdom
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Turkey's evolving role in Libya

This webinar will explore Turkey's growing influence in
Libya following recent political and military
developments, including Ankara’s mediation between
rival factions and its expanding economic and security
presence across the country. Bringing together leading
analysts and experts, the discussion will assess
whether Turkey has become the dominant foreign
power in Libya, how Libyan actors perceive its
engagement, and what Ankara’s evolving role means
for ongoing diplomatic efforts and the wider
international order. For more information and
registration, visit [Chatham House].

12 November 2025 @ 3:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
Chatham House, United Kingdom

Shaping the future of global health: Who
will make the rules?

This webinar will examine the far-reaching impact of
the Trump administration’s shift in global health policy,
marked by funding cuts and reduced U.S. leadership in
key institutions such as the World Health Organization.
Featuring experts on global health and international
development, the discussion will explore how
countries—particularly in Africa—are responding to
the loss of U.S. support, the emergence of new health
governance models, and the implications for global
health security and pandemic preparedness in the
post-Covid era. For more information and registration,
visit [Chatham House].

12 November 2025 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
Bruegel, Belgium

Europe’s dependence on the US defence
industrial base: source of transatlantic
strength or geopolitical vulnerability?

This hybrid panel debate will examine the future of
transatlantic defense cooperation in light of Russia’s
war in Ukraine and Donald Trump's return to the U.S.
presidency. As Europe ramps up rearmament, its
growing reliance on U.S. defense technology and
procurement raises questions about strategic
autonomy and the balance of power within NATO.
Experts from both sides of the Atlantic will discuss
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whether this deepening dependence strengthens
shared security or heightens U.S. leverage over
Europe’s defense and policy choices. For more
information and registration, visit [Bruegel].

13 November 2025 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
Chatham House, United Kingdom

Is the age of central bank independence
under threat?

This event will explore the future of global monetary
orthodoxy amid mounting political and economic
pressures. As inflation returns, populist movements
challenge central bank independence, and
unconventional tools reshape monetary policy, experts
will examine whether the long-standing consensus on
low inflation and central bank autonomy has reached
its limits. The discussion will consider how central
banks can adapt to a more volatile environment and
what these shifts mean for economic stability and the
balance between markets and governments. For more
information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

13 November October 2025 @ 1:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Atlantic Council, USA

How Russia subjugated Belarus without
annexation

This virtual event features the launch of the report
“Minsk in Moscow's Grip: How Russia Subjugated
Belarus Without Annexation,” by Atlantic Council
nonresident fellow Hanna Liubakova. The discussion
will explore Belarus's deepening dependence on Russia
and examine how the United States and its allies can
respond to this growing alignment. For more
information and registration, please see [Atlantic
Council].

13 November 2025 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (GMT-
5), Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
USA

The UN Without the United States:
Transforming a Humanitarian System in
Crisis
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This online panel will discuss the future of the global
humanitarian system amid a deepening funding crisis
triggered by the Trump administration’s pause on U.S.
foreign aid. The event will examine how the UN and
other actors are adapting to the loss of U.S. leadership,
whether new contributors can fill the gap, and how this
moment may reshape humanitarian action and
principles in an increasingly complex global landscape.
For more information and registration, please see
[Carnegie].

14 November 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
Bruegel, Belgium

Europe’s energy future: balancing climate
goals and competitiveness

This livestream will explore what Europe’s energy
system will look like in 2035. For more information and
registration, visit [Bruegel].

14 November 2025 @ 10:00-11.15 a.m. (GMT+7),
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Myanmar’s 2025 Election: Who are the
Actors?

This webinar will discuss Myanmar's upcoming general
election, scheduled in phases on 28 December 2025
and 11 January 2026 under the State Security and
Peace Commission’s military regime. The event will
examine the key political actors, the credibility of the
polls, and the influence of both domestic and external
stakeholders amid widespread public uncertainty and
limited political freedoms. For more information and
registration, visit [ISEAS].

18 November October 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Atlantic Council, USA

Reporters at risk: Reflections on the
Bosnian War, thirty years on

This webcast will address the thirtieth anniversary of
the Dayton Accords and the end of the war in Bosnia.
The discussion will highlight their courage in reporting
amid violence and reflect on the enduring legacy of the
war and the peace agreement. For more information
and registration, please see [Atlantic Council].
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Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Cahal Moran, Why We're Getting Poorer: An insider’s
guide to our economy, William Collins, 400 pages, to be
release November 18, 2025. For a review, see [LSE].

Srikrishna Ayyangar, A Logic of Populism: India and
Its States, Cambridge University Press, 224 pages,
published July 10, 2025. For a review, see [Foreign
Affairs].

Robert Ivermee, Glorious Failure: The Forgotten
History of French Imperialism in India, C. Hurst, 412
pages, published June 12, 2025. For a review, see
[Asian Review of Books].

Michael Calvey, Odyssey Moscow: One American's
Journey from Russia Optimist to Prisoner of the State,
The History Press, 256 pages, published May 27, 2025.
For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Joseph Kellner, The Spirit of Socialism: Culture and
Belief at the Soviet Collapse, Cornell University Press,
258 pages, published June 15, 2025. For a review, see
[Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The Responsible Al Forum, to be held in Munich,
Germany, on May 19-20, 2026, invites paper proposals.
The deadline for abstract submission is December 12,
2025. For more information, see [leai].

Decolonization Forum 2026, to be held on May 11-12,
2026, invites paper proposals under the theme
“Decolonizing Knowledge Production and
Circulation.” The deadline for abstract submission is
December 12, 2025. For more information, see
[Decolonization Forum].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Peace and Development Consultant
- The Philippines. The deadline for application
submission is November 12, 2025. For more
information, see [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Human Rights Officer. The
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deadline for application submission is November 14,
2025. For more information, see [UNDP].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) see
Economist - Food Security Early Warning. The
deadline for application submission is November 23,
2025. For more information, see [FAQ].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) seeks a
National Project Coordinator - Cairo, Egypt. The
deadline for application submission is November 23,
2025. For more information, see [ILO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Senior Adviser (Rome, Italy). The deadline for
application submission is November 13, 2025. For
more information, see [FAO].

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
seeks a Regional Director - South American
Regional Office. The deadline for application
submission is November 16, 2025. For more
information, see [UN].

The International Court of Justice (IC)) seeks a Head
of the Department of Legal Matters / Principal
Secretary of the Court. The deadline for application
submission is December 11, 2025. For more
information, see [IC]].

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeks an
Associate Project Officer - Manila, The Philippines.
The deadline for application submission is November
15, 2025. For more information, see [ADB].

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) seeks a 2025
Research Analyst. The deadline for application
submission is December 31, 2025. For more
information, see [IMF].

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites
applications for the position of Representative of the
Secretary-General for the investment of the assets
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund. The
deadline for application submission is November 17,
2025. For more information, see [UN].

The UN Department of Peace Operations (UN DPO)
seeks a Senior Police Strategic Partnership Officer.
The deadline for application submission is November
23, 2025. For more information, see [UN].

The Center for Reproductive Rights seeks a Senior
Legal Adviser - Europe. The deadline for application
submission is November 30, 2025. For more
information, see [Center for Reproductive Rights].
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Team:

Aika Sagheer (as), Alex Bushnell (ab), Amy Carlotti Lu

(acl), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Ashley Teh Hui Ying (ay), Azra
Selvi Kapu (ask), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Ddniel Babcsdn (dnb), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Edda
ArnaddttirE (ea), Elif Cagatay (ec), Felix Serna Calvo (fs),
Gemelee Hirang Domnik (ghd), Geo Dzakwan Arshali (ga),
Giulia Metyas (gm), Grey Pilarczyk (gp), Hoa Khanh Ngo
(hn), Henning Glaser (hg), Lucas Meier (Im), Marina
Martinez Lopez (mml), Marina Ortiz Ortiz (mo), Monica
Sareen (mon), Morten Strantzen (ms), Muhammed Yulmaz
(my), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nat Ng Ther Li (nl), Po Po
Myint Shein (ppms), Savannah Morris (sm), Sibghat Ullah
(su), Sreepreya Srinivasan (ss), Thoon Nadi Lynn (tl), Venus
Phuangkom, Yamonyongyos Anankajeerapong (ya), Yeo
Hui Qi (yq), Yi-Chen Lin (yl)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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