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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, | extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Nauru's
Independence Day, India’s Republic Day and the
Australia Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Investigations reach highest levels
of military command beneath Xi

(ms) China has placed two of its most senior military
leaders under investigation, marking one of the most
consequential shake-ups within the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) in years and underscoring the intensity of
political consolidation under President Xi Jinping.

On January 24, the Ministry of National Defense
confirmed that Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of the
Central Military Commission (CMC), and Liu Zhenli, a
CMC member, are being investigated for “serious
violations of discipline and law.” The announcement
followed days of speculation after both men were
notably absent from a high-level seminar for senior
provincial and ministerial officials on implementing the



Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th Chinese Communist
Party (CPC) Central Committee.

Zhang's removal is particularly significant. As first vice
chairman of the CMC, he was the highest-ranking
active-duty officer in China's military, second only to Xi,
who chairs the commission. Liu Zhenli, meanwhile,
ranked among the top operational commanders of the
PLA. Their simultaneous investigation effectively
removes the number two and number four figures in
China's military hierarchy, leaving Xi as the dominant
remaining authority at the apex of the armed forces.
[Ministry of National Defense, PRC] [The New York
Times]

The speed of the announcement has drawn attention.
Zhang was last seen publicly in late December at a
senior military promotion ceremony, meaning the
investigation was confirmed within weeks rather than
after a prolonged period of silence, as has often been
the case in earlier anti-corruption probes. In previous
high-profile cases, senior officials typically disappeared
from public view for months, were quietly removed
from official listings, and only later reemerged in
official announcements detailing disciplinary outcomes
and formal dismissals.

In this case, however, the public confirmation of
investigations into Zhang Youxia and Liu Zhenli came
before any visible administrative steps. Both men
continue, up until today to be listed in their official
positions on state and party websites, including Xinhua
and government portals, days after the
announcement, and past coverage of their activities
remained accessible. This sequencing—public
disclosure of an investigation without prior removal
from posts or digital erasure—deviates from
established practice and illustrates the special nature
of the course.

Zhang's fall is especially striking given his long-standing
personal and political ties to Xi Jinping. Both men
belong to the so-called “princeling” generation, the
sons of senior revolutionary leaders whose family
backgrounds have long conferred political capital
within the Communist Party. Zhang's father, Zhang
Zongxun, served alongside Xi Jinping's father, Xi
Zhongxun, during the Chinese Civil War and later held
senior positions in the early People’s Republic, creating
a personal connection that extended across decades.
This shared lineage helped anchor Zhang's ascent
within the military hierarchy after Xi assumed power,
and for much of the past decade Zhang was widely
regarded as one of Xi's most reliable allies in
consolidating control over the People’s Liberation
Army.
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Zhang played a central role in major military reforms
initiated after 2015, including the restructuring of
command systems and the strengthening of the
Central Military Commission’s authority. His continued
presence as vice chairman through multiple leadership
reshuffles reinforced perceptions that he enjoyed Xi's
confidence, particularly at a time when many other
senior officers were removed under anti-corruption
investigations.

Over the past one to two years, however, indications of
strain between Zhang and Xi became more explicit. In
his capacity as vice chairman of the Central Military
Commission, Zhang increasingly emphasized concepts
such as “collective leadership” and institutional
decision-making in speeches and internal meetings,
language that stood out against Xi's consolidation of
personal authority over the military. These remarks
coincided with a notable shift in the pattern of anti-
corruption investigations within the PLA. Beginning in
late 2024 and continuing through 2025, probes
expanded beyond officers associated with earlier
factions to include senior commanders widely
regarded as personally loyal to Xi, including figures
embedded in the CMC's central departments. This
sequence of removals altered the balance within the
top military leadership and fueled elite speculation
that competing visions of command authority and
governance had emerged within the PLA. Zhang, given
his rank, background, and continued institutional
presence, was widely seen as a focal point in this
evolving dynamic.

The investigations into Zhang Youxia and Liu Zhenli
follow earlier removals of senior Central Military
Commission (CMC) figures, including Vice Chairman He
Weidong and Political Work Department director Miao
Hua in 2025, and appear to mark a fourth and most
consequential phase in a prolonged restructuring of
the People’s Liberation Army's leadership under Xi
Jinping. With multiple top posts now vacant,
suspended, or filled on an interim basis, the CMC has
been substantially hollowed out, underscoring the
scale of the upheaval at the apex of China's military
command.

The first wave of purges, from 2012 to 2017,
accompanied Xi's initial consolidation of power after
assuming the party leadership. Framed as a sweeping
anti-corruption campaign, it targeted entrenched
patronage networks within the PLA linked to former
leader Jiang Zemin. High-profile cases included former
CMC vice chairmen Xu Caihou and Guo Boxiong, as
well as other senior figures such as Fang Fenghui and
Zhang Yang. This phase dismantled longstanding
power centers, enabled major structural military



reforms in 2015-2016, and reasserted formal party
control over the armed forces.

A second wave emerged from 2022 through mid-2024
and was more sector-specific, focusing on corruption
in defense procurement, the Rocket Force, and the
military-industrial and aerospace complex. Officially
justified as necessary to protect modernization efforts
and operational readiness, particularly amid concerns
over advanced weapons programs, the investigations
disproportionately affected officials linked to Zhang
Youxia's professional network. Several cases centered
on the Equipment Development Department, which
Zhang had previously led, as well as former defense
ministers Li Shangfu and Wei Fenghe. The removal of
large numbers of Rocket Force commanders and
procurement officials during this period weakened
Zhang-aligned structures within the PLA, though the
campaign still appeared tightly managed by Xi and did
not yet signal open confrontation at the top.

A third wave began in late 2024 and marked a
qualitative shift in both scope and direction. For the
first time, investigations moved decisively into Xi
Jinping's own inner military circle, affecting figures
widely regarded as personally loyal to him, including
Miao Hua and He Weidong. Unlike earlier phases,
these actions could no longer be explained solely as Xi-
led efforts to consolidate authority over rival networks.

The pattern of removals during this period raised
questions about changing dynamics within the military
leadership itself. The concentration of cases among
officers associated with Xi's Fujian- and southeastern-
linked networks, alongside the relative insulation of
other senior figures at the time, suggested that
disciplinary mechanisms may have been increasingly
influenced by competing internal interests. Several
analysts noted that the breadth and sequencing of the
investigations coincided with a period in which Xi's
direct oversight of certain key military and personnel
portfolios appeared less pronounced.

The confirmed investigations into Zhang Youxia and
Liu Zhenli now appear to constitute a fourth wave,
directly reaching the highest remaining levels of
military authority beneath Xi Jinping. Zhang's removal
is particularly consequential, as it eliminates a figure
who for years occupied a dual role: a central enforcer
of Xi's authority within the PLA and, increasingly, an
institutional counterweight within the Central Military
Commission. With both Zhang and Liu sidelined, the
CMC has been reduced to a markedly thinner
leadership structure, with key posts vacant.



What remains unclear is whether the investigations
into Zhang Youxia and Liu Zhenli mark the decisive
resolution of an internal power struggle or the start of
a more turbulent phase. Zhang's removal appears to
eliminate a potential alternative center of authority
within the PLA, reinforcing Xi Jinping's formal control.
However, the scale and sequencing of the purges
indicate sustained elite tensions within the military,
leaving open the possibility of further instability.

China: Indebted property giant Vanke
secures bondholder approval

(mis) China Vanke said on January 21 that creditors had
approved a plan to delay part of the repayment on a
CNY 1.1 billion (about USD 160 million) onshore bond,
easing the risk of an imminent default by one of the
country’s largest property developers. The decision
marks the biggest concession Vanke has so far secured
from domestic bondholders during China’s prolonged
real estate downturn.

Under the agreement, around 90 percent of investors
accepted an upfront payment of 40 percent of the
bond's principal, while allowing the remaining 60
percent to be deferred for one year. Without the deal,
creditors could have exercised a “put” option requiring
full repayment on January 22.

Vanke is now negotiating similar extensions on two
other CNY bonds worth a combined CNY 5.7 billion
(USD 819 million), which matured late last year, when
Vanke made its first public request in November for
bond repayment extensions and, in December, began
negotiations with creditors over two onshore bonds
that had already matured [AIR No. 51, December/2025,
41. This marked the initial shift from short-term
liquidity management toward a broader effort to
stabilize its balance sheet. Voting on those proposals is
due to finish soon, with grace periods ending on
January 28 and February 10 respectively.

With total liabilities of roughly USD 50 billion, Vanke
has moved to the center of China’s five-year property
sector constraints, which has already seen major
developers such as Evergrande default and Country
Garden restructure offshore debt. Long regarded as
more resilient because of its links to state-owned
Shenzhen Metro, Vanke's growing liquidity stress has
underlined how deeply the downturn has spread
across the industry. [The Business Times]

Market reaction to the deal was cautiously positive,
with Vanke's onshore bonds and shares in Hong Kong
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and Shenzhen rising after the announcement. But
analysts warned that the company's position remains
fragile. Large bond maturities are scheduled from the
second quarter onward, meaning further negotiations
with creditors are likely and a broader restructuring
cannot be ruled out. [Reuters] [Caixin]

China: Economic pivot toward services as
investment and external demand weaken

(mis/ms) China is preparing a new round of policy
measures aimed at boosting domestic consumption by
shifting support toward services, as weak household
demand, slowing foreign investment and uneven
industrial performance weigh on the world's second-
largest economy.

At government briefings in Beijing on January 20 and
January 21, officials outlined plans to expand spending
in sectors such as elderly care, healthcare, tourism and
leisure, signaling a recalibration away from years of
reliance on manufacturing investment and exports.
Proposed measures include direct subsidies for
seniors, interest relief for service providers such as
nursing homes, consumption vouchers for care
services, longer paid holidays and looser restrictions
on high-end leisure activities including cruises and
yachting.

The shift reflects structural pressures facing the
economy. While China met its official growth target
with a 5 percent expansion in 2025, momentum
remains uneven. Retail sales of goods rose just 0.9
percent in December, compared with factory output
growth of 5.2 percent, highlighting persistent
weakness in consumer demand. By contrast, services
sales grew 5.5 percent last year and now account for
46.1 percent of household spending, up from just over
40 percent a decade ago. [AIR No. 3, January/2026, 3]

Policymakers argue that services offer significant
untapped potential after years of policy preference for
heavy industry. The central bank has warned that
limited capacity, particularly in elderly care, is
constraining demand, with only about 30 care beds
available per 1,000 seniors. Investment gaps in the
services sector are estimated at more than USD 430
billion.

The consumption push comes as external and
investment channels show strain. Foreign direct
investment fell 9.5 percent year on year in 2025 to USD
107.4 billion, according to commerce ministry data,
extending a multi-year decline despite gains from
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countries such as Switzerland, the United Arab
Emirates and Britain. At the same time, Beijing has
continued to rely on state-led investment to stabilize
growth, issuing USD 13.4 billion in ultra-long-term
treasury bonds this month to support equipment
upgrades across industry, energy, healthcare and
urban infrastructure.

Industrial data underlines the mixed picture. Profits at
major industrial firms rose 0.6 percent in 2025, ending
three years of decline, supported by policy efforts to
curb aggressive price competition and by overseas
expansion. However, sector divergence remains
pronounced, with mining profits plunging more than
26 percent while high-tech manufacturing and utilities
posted solid gains.

Economists caution that boosting services
consumption through subsidies and credit support
may deliver only incremental gains unless deeper
structural issues are addressed. Household
consumption remains roughly 20 percentage points of
GDP below the global average, reflecting modest wage
growth and a limited social safety net that encourages
precautionary saving. Analysts say durable rebalancing
will depend on reforms to raise household incomes,
expand healthcare and pension coverage, and reduce
financial risks borne by families.

Beijing has indicated that a broader policy package for
2026-2030 is in preparation, aimed at addressing what
officials describe as a structural imbalance of “strong
supply but weak demand.” Whether the renewed
emphasis on services can generate a sustained
consumption-led recovery remains a central question
for China's next phase of economic management.
[Channel News Asia] [CNBC] [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]
[Reuters 3] [South China Morning Post]

China accounts for more than one third of
global fast-growing startups

(mis) Chinese companies accounted for more than one
third of the world's fastest-growing startups in 2025,
highlighting the country’s expanding role in emerging
technology sectors such as biotechnology,
semiconductors and artificial intelligence. Of the 819
so-called “gazelle” companies worldwide, which are
unlisted firms considered most likely to reach a
valuation of one billion US dollars within three years,
278 were headquartered in China, about 34 percent of
the total. That placed China second behind the United
States, which hosted 302 gazelles but saw its number
decline year on year.
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China's presence in the ranking has risen sharply in
recent years. Since 2019, the number of Chinese
gazelle firms has almost quadrupled from 70 to 278,
with 55 new companies added in 2025 alone.
Biotechnology and semiconductors were identified as
the sectors hosting the largest number of future
Chinese unicorns, reflecting where venture capital and
industrial policy have been most concentrated.

Several Chinese firms are already close to crossing the
unicorn threshold. Five companies on the 2025 list,
including biotech group Shanghai Cell Therapy and
robotics companies Mech Mind and AgiBot, have
surpassed valuations of one billion US dollars and are
expected to join the Hurun Unicorn List in 2026.
Nanjing-based TransThera Sciences was also cited as
one of China’s most successful recent transitions from
gazelle status after completing a public listing.

A separate ranking of Chinese Al companies released
on January 19 showed that firms specializing in Al chips
took seven of the top ten positions in 2025, underlining
the sector’s increasing strategic importance within
China’s technology ecosystem.

Within China, gazelle companies are heavily
concentrated in major economic clusters. The Yangtze
River Delta region hosted 134 such firms, followed by
the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei area with 64 and the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area with
52. At city level, San Francisco ranked first globally,
followed by Shanghai, Beijing, New York and Shenzhen.
[Xinhua] [The Macau News] [Global Times]

China confirms combat use and successful
testing of PL-15 air-to-air missile

(mis) China has publicly confirmed for the first time
that its PL-15 beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile has
been used in real combat and has completed full
qualification testing, marking a new milestone in the
country’s advanced weapons development.

The announcement acknowledged that the aircraft,
which was operated by the Pakistan Air Force, was
involved in a brief air conflict with India in May 2025,
during which Indian Rafale jets were reportedly shot
down using the export version of the missile, known as
the PL-15E.

The PL-15 belongs to China’s fourth generation of air-
to-air missiles and is designed for long-range
engagements beyond visual range. It uses a dual-pulse
solid-fuel rocket motor and an active phased-array
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radar seeker, allowing it to strike targets at extended
distances while receiving mid-course updates from
early-warning and surveillance systems. This
combination is intended to give pilots the ability to
detect, track and engage enemy aircraft before being
detected themselves.

The PL-15 is now deployed alongside the shorter-range
PL-10 infrared missile, forming the core of China’s
modern air-combat missile capability. Together, the
two systems are designed to cover both close-range
dogfighting and long-distance interception. [Chinese
State Administration of Science, Technology and
Industry for National Defense in Chinese] [South China
Morning Post]

Japan: Prime Minister Takaichi dissolves
Lower House to call snap election

(dqgl) On January 27, Japan has begun official
campaigning for the February 8 House of
Representatives snap election, with more than 1,270
candidates expected to compete for 465 seats, divided
into 289 single-seat constituencies and another for a
party in 11 proportional representation blocs that
together fill the 176 proportional seats. [Kyodo News 1]

The campaign comes after Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi, who assumed office in October (see AiR No.
42, October/2025, 3), dissolved the House of
Representatives on January 23 and called a snap
election, seeking voter endorsement for her leadership
and for the policy agenda of her newly formed
coalition between the conservative Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) and the center-right Japan Innovation Party
(JIP). The move, taken at the start of a regular
parliamentary session for the first time in decades,
accelerates the political calendar despite lawmakers'
terms running until 2028. [Nippon.com]

The snap election comes as Takaichi's cabinet remains
popular in polls—despite a slight drop in latest surveys
—, while at the same time the ruling bloc holds only a
narrow majority in the lower house—233 of 465 seats
—and lacks control of the upper chamber—120 seats
of 248 seats— limiting its ability to advance key
legislation without concessions to the opposition.
[Channel News Asia] [Bloomberg]

The selected election date leaves just 16 days between
the dissolution of parliament and the election—the
shortest such period since World War Il. This
compressed schedule is highly unusual, as the period
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is normally devoted to annual budget deliberations for
the fiscal year starting in April.

Opposition parties and lawmakers have criticized the
short campaign period and the decision to hold an
election before passage of the next fiscal year's
budget, arguing that it restricts public scrutiny and
disrupts economic planning. Yoshihiko Noda, co-leader
of the newly formed Centrist Reform Alliance (CRA)—a
moderate bloc made up of lawmakers from the
Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ) and
former LDP coalition partner Komeito (see AiR No. 3,
January/2026, 3)—said the dissolution was unjustified
and premature. With 172 seats, the new alliance is the
largest opposition force in the lower house.

Other opposition leaders echoed the stance, arguing
that Takaichi's move puts electoral strategy ahead of
economic management, particularly as inflation
continues to outpace wage growth. Yuichiro Tamaki,
leader of the Democratic Party for the People, which
has been gaining support among younger voters, said
it was regrettable that the dissolution placed the
economy “second.”

The vote will gauge both Takaichi's leadership strength
and the ruling coalition’s ability to secure a solid
mandate amid mounting cost-of-living pressures. The
election will also test the viability of a new opposition
Centrist Reform Alliance (CRA), formed earlier this
month by former LDP coalition partner Komeito and
the main opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of
Japan. [Kyodo News 2] [Kyodo News 3] [The Japan
Times] [Nikkei Asia 1]

Tax cuts and immigration emerge as central fault lines

On the eve of the campaign start, main party leaders
clashed in a nationally televised debate dominated by
rising living costs and social cohesion, highlighting
clear divides over tax cuts and immigration policy.

Takaichi pledged to temporarily cut the 8 percent
consumption tax on food to zero to ease household
pressure, while insisting fiscal discipline would be
preserved despite market concerns reflected in higher
interest rates and a weaker yen.

Opposition parties broadly backed tax relief but
differed on duration and funding, with the CRA calling
for a permanent abolition financed through a new
sovereign wealth fund—an idea Takaichi dismissed as
unrealistic.

Immigration also emerged as a fault line, as the
government unveiled tighter rules on permanent
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residency and naturalization amid conservative unease
and far-right pressure for stricter limits. [Nikkei Asia 2]

Civil society pushes back against anti-foreigner campaign
rhetoric

Meanwhile, residents and civil society groups in Tokyo
have rallied against misinformation and discrimination
targeting foreigners as campaigning for the February 8
general election effectively began, reflecting growing
concern over the tone of the political debate. The
protest, organized by a civic network of lawyers and
university academics, responded to the rising
prominence of anti-foreigner rhetoric since last
summer’s national election, a trend highlighted by the
electoral gains of the fringe Sanseito party, which
campaigns on a “Japanese First” platform widely
criticized as xenophobic.

Protest organizer Keiko Ota warned that some
candidates were seeking votes by spreading false
claims and stoking discrimination, urging broader
public resistance to such tactics. Kihei Maekawa, a
former senior official at the education ministry, directly
criticized the Takaichi administration arguing that it
was attempting to mobilize voter support by
portraying foreigners living in Japan as a social burden.

The LDP's campaign platform signals a tougher line on
foreign-related issues, including stricter responses to
visa overstays. Adding an internal counterpoint, a
message from former Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba,
an LDP lawmaker, was read at the rally, stressing that
conservatism should be rooted in tolerance and
rejection of prejudice. [The Mainichi]

Japan: Former Prime Minister Abe
assassin sentenced to life

(dqgl) A Japanese court has sentenced Tetsuya
Yamagami to life imprisonment for the 2022
assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
ruling that the attack was premeditated, highly
dangerous, and exceptionally grave given it was carried
out in public during an election campaign. The court
rejected the defense argument that Yamagami's
difficult upbringing and family hardship mitigated his
responsibility, finding that he acted independently and
with clear intent to kill.

Yamagami had argued that Abe symbolized the
political influence of the Unification Church, which his
family blamed for severe financial ruin due to his
mother’s large donations. While the court
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acknowledged the broader background, it ruled that
these factors did not justify or excuse the crime.

The case has had wide political repercussions. Abe’s
killing exposed longstanding ties between the
Unification Church and Japanese politicians,
particularly within the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP), prompting a government investigation, new
legislation curbing exploitative fundraising practices,
and a court order to dissolve the church and revoke its
tax-exempt status. [Kyodo News] [DW]

The Unification Church—officially known as the Family
Federation for World Peace and Unification—has
operated in Japan since the 1960s and built influence
through close ties with conservative politicians and
aggressive fundraising practices. While a Tokyo District
Court has ordered the church to be dissolved and
stripped of its tax-exempt religious status, this does
not amount to an outright ban: the organization can
continue operating informally, and the dissolution
order is subject to appeals.

Japan: Court orders North Korea to pay
damages in landmark human rights ruling

(dqgl) A Tokyo court has ordered North Korea to pay JPY
88 million (USD 570,000) in damages to four former
residents of Japan who were persuaded decades ago
to relocate to the North under a state-backed
propaganda campaign.

The plaintiffs said they were promised a utopian life
but instead endured forced labor, severe restrictions
and years of hardship before eventually escaping.

The case relates to the migration of more than 90,000
ethnic Koreans in Japan to North Korea between 1959
and 1984, many of whom later reported exploitation
and confinement.

The ruling marks the first time a Japanese court
formally asserted its authority to recognize
wrongdoing by North Korea, a move one of the
plaintiffs’ lawyers described as historic. The case had
initially been dismissed in 2022 on jurisdictional
grounds, but a higher court overturned that decision
the following year and ordered a fresh review, paving
the way for the latest verdict. [BBC] [The Straits Times]

Human Rights Watch (HRW) welcomed the decision as
a rare and meaningful step toward accountability for
abuses linked to North Korea's resettlement program,
which it says involved severe punishment, forced labor
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and political imprisonment for those deemed disloyal.
[HRW]

Japan: Wage talks test sustainability of 5
percent pay rise momentum

(dqgl) Japan’s annual wage talks (“shunto”) have begun
with labor unions and major business groups aligned
on sustaining pay rises of at least 5 percent for a third
consecutive year, despite persistent inflation
pressures.

Although the powerful Keidanren lobby — Japan’s
most powerful business lobby — warned that rising
U.S. tariffs on Japanese exports could dampen
corporate profitability and complicate wage
negotiations, it is urging companies to deliver base pay
increases. On the other side, Rengo — Japan’s largest
and most influential labor union federation — is
pressing for a 5 percent minimum across the board
and even higher targets — 6 percent or more — for
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), which
employ around 70 percent of the workforce.

Recent negotiations show strong momentum among
large firms, with average wage hikes exceeding 5
percent in 2024 and 2025, but SMEs continue to lag,
deepening wage disparities.

Talks at major corporations are expected to conclude
by mid-March, with smaller firms following later. The
Bank of Japan is closely watching the outcome, as
sustained wage growth alongside rising prices is
central to its monetary policy stance after raising
interest rates to their highest level since 1995.

The push for higher nominal wages also reflects
concern over shrinking purchasing power, as real
wages have continued to decline, falling 2.8 percent
year-on-year in November. [The Mainichi] [The Japan
Times 1]

Corporate bankruptcies top 10,000 again

In separate news, Japan recorded more than 10,000
corporate bankruptcies for a second consecutive year
in 2025, reflecting mounting pressure on small and
medium-sized businesses from rising labour costs and
inflation, according to Tokyo Shoko Research.

Business failures with liabilities of at least JPY 10
million (USD 65,000) rose nearly 3 percent to 10,300
cases, marking the fourth straight annual increase,
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although the total debt involved fell sharply, indicating
that most collapses were among smaller firms.

Service companies accounted for the largest share of
bankruptcies, followed by construction, while cases
linked directly to labor shortages and wage pressures
surged to a record high. Failures tied to firms’ inability
to pass higher costs on to customers also increased.

Tokyo Shoko Research warned that companies already
burdened by debt face growing risks from higher
interest rates, potential US trade measures and
strained Japan-China relations. [The Japan Times 2]

Mongolia: Public investment in energy
sector increased amid reform and
privatization plans

(fs) Mongolia invested approximately USD 208.6 million
from the state budget in the energy sector between
2021 and 2025, while total expenditure over the period
exceeded USD 364.8 million, according to official data.
For 2026, parliament has approved new investment of
around USD 89.1 million, representing an eightfold
increase compared with 2021 levels.

Over the past eight to nine years, energy-sector
projects financed through foreign loans and grants
have amounted to about USD 420.9 million. Despite
these inflows, the sector has recorded cumulative
losses of close to USD 280.6 million, with state
subsidies totaling approximately USD 70.2 million,
according to economic analysts.

Experts argue that increasing investment will require
improvements to the legal and regulatory framework,
a shift toward a competitive market, and more stable
state policies. Businesses have highlighted lengthy
approval procedures, noting that land permits and
documentation for self-supply power plants can take
up to 1.5 years.

The government plans to offer shares in 33 state-
owned enterprises, including major power plants, to
the public or pursue privatization and restructuring
between 2026 and 2028. [Bloomberg TV, in Mongolian]

North Korea: Ballistic missiles launched
into East Sea
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(co/dgl) On January 27, North Korea has fired what
South Korea and Japan assessed to be ballistic missiles
into the Sea of Japan, marking its second launch this
month and appearing timed ahead of a major ruling
party congress.

Japanese authorities said two missiles were launched
and fell outside Japan’s exclusive economic zone, while
South Korea reported at least one unidentified
projectile launched from the North's east coast.

The launch follows a January 4 test that Pyongyang
described as involving hypersonic missiles (see AiR No.
1.January/2026, 1), which North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un said highlighted the need to strengthen the
country’'s nuclear deterrent. The latest firing also came
shortly after a senior US defence official visited Seoul
and amid heightened inter-Korean tensions linked to
North Korean accusations of South Korean drone
incursions, which Seoul has denied.

Analysts say the missile activity is part of Pyongyang's
effort to stoke domestic and external tensions ahead
of the Workers' Party congress, the first in five years,
where Kim has ordered an expansion and
modernization of missile production.

North Korea is barred by UN resolutions from any
ballistic missile tests but has accelerated such launches
in recent years. [The Korea Herald] [Al Jazeera]

North Korea: State-linked hackers abuse
Naver and Google ad systems to spread
malware

(dgl) A North Korea-linked cyber group known as Konni
has been running a covert campaign — dubbed
“Operation Poseidon” — that uses legitimate
advertising systems on South Korea's Naver portal and
Google to spread malicious software, according to
report of the Genians Security Center — an internal
cybersecurity research and threat-intelligence unit
within the South Korea-based cybersecurity company
Genians —

The attackers embed malware delivery links within
online ads’ click-tracking infrastructure so that victims
are redirected to servers hosting harmful files. This
tactic lets them bypass many standard security filters
because the initial links appear to come from trusted
ad networks. The group first focused on Naver's ad
service before expanding to Google's global ad
infrastructure.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-ty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-ty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tt/

Experts say this highlights how Pyongyang-associated
hackers are increasingly sophisticated in evading
defenses and targeting users through everyday web
services. [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Former Prime Minister Han
sentenced to 23-years in prison over
involvement in martial law declaration

(co) The Seoul Central District Court on January 21
sentenced Han Duck-soo, who served as prime
minister during former President Yoon Suk Yeol's failed
December 2024 declaration of martial law, to 23 years
in prison for his role therein. The sentence exceeds the
prosecutors’ request of 15 years.

The court found that Yoon’s martial law imposition,
including deployment of troops and police to the
National Assembly and election offices, amounted to
an insurrection aimed at undermining the
constitutional order, and convicted Han of facilitating
the decree by proposing to convene a Cabinet meeting
for approval, falsifying and destroying a revised martial
law proclamation after the first decree was lifted, and
lying under oath at an earlier hearing of Constitutional
Court.

Judges said Han neglected his duty to defend the
constitution, choosing instead to participate in a
rebellion he believed might succeed, warning the
country could have slid back toward authoritarian rule.

Han continues to deny the allegations, maintaining
that he opposed Yoon's martial law plan. His legal team
appealed on January 26. [Yonhap News Agency]

The verdict, the first conviction in connection with the
martial law crisis, is expected to shape forthcoming
rulings on Yoon and other associates, with the court
set to decide Yoon's case next month. [CNN] [The
Korea Herald]

Former justice minister maintains his innocence

Separately, former Justice Minister Park Sung-jae on
January 26 appeared before the Seoul Central District
Court on charges linked to Yoon's martial law
declaration, denying allegations that he supported the
move or intervened in a probe involving Yoon's wife.

Prosecutors accuse Park of playing a key role in the
insurrection, abusing his authority and violating anti-
graft laws. Park’s lawyer said he had opposed the
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martial law in Cabinet, knew nothing of its execution
plans and categorically denies all charges.

The verdict for the trial will be made on February 19.
[The Korea Times]

South Korea: Ruling party proposes
merger with opposition party ahead of
June election

(co) Ruling party leader Jung Chung-rae on January 22
proposed the merger of the ruling Democratic Party
(DP) and the minor opposition Rebuilding Korea Party
(RKP), a move aimed at broadening the ruling camp’s
political base ahead of the June local elections. He
called for immediate working-level talks.

Founded in March 2024 by former Minister of Justice
Cho Kuk, the RKP holds 12 of the National Assembly’s
300 seats and is widely seen as a left-leaning
alternative to the center-left DP.

The proposal reportedly caught some DP members off
guard, prompting complaints over insufficient internal
deliberation ahead of a major strategic decision. Three
members of the party's nine-seat supreme council held
a separate press conference, criticizing Jung's move as
causing ,internal confusion, mistrust and conflict”,
demanding an apology from Jung and safeguards
against unilateral leadership decisions. [UPI]

Cho, leader of the Rebuilding Korea Party, convened a
meeting with party lawmakers but adopted a cautious
stance, stressing the need to preserve the party's
identity. He said he would consider the proposal after
gauging out public opinion. [The Chosun Daily]

Meanwhile, in the conservative camp, the right-wing
minor Reform Party has continued to dismiss
speculation that it could form a coalition with the main
opposition People Power Party (PPP), noting that the
PPP tilted toward the far right. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Opposition leader ends
hunger strike

(co) Lawmaker Jang Dong-hyeok, chair of the main
opposition People Power Party (PPP), ended his hunger
strike on January 22 after former President Park Geun-
hye urged him to halt the protest during a rare visit to
the National Assembly.
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Jang had fasted since January 15 to oppose the ruling
Democratic Party's (DP’s) push to launch another
special counsel probe into former President Yoon Suk
Yeol over his martial law declaration and into his wife,
while demanding separate investigations into alleged
irregularities involving the DP, including claims of illicit
political funds linked to the Unification Church and
nomination-related misconduct involving party
lawmakers. [The Korea Herald 1]

While no ruling party member visited Jang, Reform
Party leader Lee Jun-seok cut short an overseas
diplomacy trip to meet him and reaffirmed close
coordination with the PPP. [The Korea Herald 2]

Jang's hunger strike unfolded as the conservative camp
moved toward closer coordination ahead of June local
elections, while the DP pushed in parallel for a broader
progressive alliance, including a proposed merger with
the minor Rebuilding Korea Party (see article above).

South Korea: President Lee calls for
strategic autonomy amid global
uncertainty at New Year's conference

(co) At his New Year's news conference on January 21
President Lee Jae Myung said South Korea must
pursue strategic autonomy and pragmatic, national
interest-centered diplomacy to navigate growing
global uncertainty, presenting this as the guiding
principle for relations with the United States, China
and Japan, as well as inter-Korean policy.

He stressed that self-reliant national defense is
essential to avoid both strategic entrapment and
abandonment, reaffirming the administration’s
commitment to further strengthening the country’s
defense industry, without providing specific policy
details. [The Korea Herald 1] [The Korea Herald 2]

Lee added that his administration is working toward a
resumption of bilateral talks between North Korea and
the United States, with the aim of paving the way for
inter-Korean dialogue and the denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: President Lee withdraws
nomination for minister after public
backlash
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(co) President Lee Jae Myung on January 25 withdrew
his nomination of Lee Hye-hoon, a three-term
conservative lawmaker, as minister for planning and
budget, citing her failure to meet public expectations
following unresolved allegations over nepotism, fraud,
illicit housing transactions and workplace bullying.

With the nomination withdrawn, Vice Minister Lim Ki-
keun will continue in an acting capacity. [The Korea
Herald]

South Korea: Police raid National
Assembly office over alleged improper
wedding gifts to ruling party lawmaker

(co) Police on January 23 raided the National Assembly
Secretariat's administrative support office as part of an
investigation into allegations that lawmaker Choi Min-
hee of the ruling Democratic Party accepted improper
wedding gifts tied to her daughter’'s marriage.

Choi is suspected of receiving congratulatory money
from institutions under parliamentary oversight during
her daughter's wedding in October 2025, prompting a
probe launched after civic groups filed anti-graft
complaints. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Government’s plan to
enhance protection for independent
contractors faces backlash

(co) The South Korean government's plan to
strengthen protections for independent contractors is
drawing criticism from both business groups and labor
organizations.

The proposal by the Ministry of Employment and Labor
would shift the burden of proving employment status
from workers to companies, potentially granting
freelancers and platform workers access to benefits
such as insurance, overtime pay and leave, while
leaving their formal legal status unchanged.

Business groups warn the change will raise legal risks
and costs while labor unions argue it fails to secure full
labor rights by avoiding amendments to the Labor
Standards Act. According to legal experts, the reform
has structural limits, stressing that meaningful
protection would require redefining additional
legislation rather than relying solely on legal
presumptions. [The Korea Herald]
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South Korea: Police raids homes and
offices of civilians accused of sending
drones into North Korea

(co) A joint police-military investigation team on
January 21 raided the homes and offices of three
civilian suspects accused of flying drones into North
Korea, executing search and seizure warrants for
alleged violations of the Aviation Safety Act.

The probe was launched after North Korea demanded
an apology for claimed drone incursions in September
and early January, accusations denied by South Korea's
military, which says it does not operate the drone
models shown by Pyongyang (see AiR No. 2,
January/2026, 2).
The raid followed a media interview in which a
graduate student in his 30s claimed responsibility for
the flights, with investigators also examining a
university-based drone startup and laboratory linked
to the suspects. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: 73 suspects in Cambodia
repatriated for prosecution over
involvement in scam activities

(co) South Korea has repatriated 73 suspects from
Cambodia over alleged involvement in online scam
operations that reportedly defrauded more than 800
South Koreans of about USD 33 million.

The suspects mark the largest group returned so far
following a joint investigation by the two countries.
Police said they will continue eradicating overseas
crimes, citing cases that include deepfake-enabled
romance scams and fraud targeting retirees and young
workers. [Reuters]

Taiwan: President Lai declines to attend
impeachment hearing

(acl) President Lai Ching-te on January 21 declined to
attend a legislative hearing on an impeachment
motion against him, prompting criticism from
opposition lawmakers who accused him of avoiding
legislative oversight. In a letter sent to Legislative
Speaker Han Kuo-yu the previous day, Lai argued that
appearing before lawmakers to explain his position
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and answer questions fell outside the legislature’s
authority, citing an October 2024 Constitutional Court
ruling that deemed such questioning unconstitutional.

Last month, the opposition leveraged its majority in
parliament to launch impeachment proceedings after
Lai refused to promulgate a bill on increasing the share
of tax revenue allocated to local governments. The bill
had been pushed through the legislature by opposition
lawmakers despite resistance from the Lai's ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP).

Fu Kun-chi, caucus convener of the main opposition
Kuomintang (KMT), accused Lai of evading public
scrutiny and undermining Taiwan's democratic and
constitutional order. He said the impeachment process
complied with constitutional requirements, which
require the support of more than half of all legislators
to initiate proceedings, and rejected claims that the
effort was politically motivated.

Ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) lawmaker
Chen Pei-yu dismissed the impeachment drive as an
attempt by the opposition to score political points,
noting that Taiwanese law does not require the
president to attend such hearings.

A second impeachment hearing is scheduled for May,
with a vote set for May 19. However, the motion would
need the backing of two-thirds of all lawmakers to
advance to the Constitutional Court — a threshold the
opposition parties do not currently meet. [Focus
Taiwan] [TVBS News]

Taiwan: Legislature blocks special defense
budget review for eighth time

(acl/dgl) On January 23, the opposition-dominated
Legislature again blocked the review of the Cabinet's
proposed USD 39.6 billion special defense budget,
marking the eighth time the plan has been stalled
since President Lai Ching-te unveiled it in November.

Opposition lawmakers from the Kuomintang (KMT) and
Taiwan People’s Party (TPP), which together hold a
legislative majority, voted down a ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP)-backed agenda to begin the
review, instead adopting an alternative agenda
proposed by the TPP that excluded any review of the
defense budget.

The stalemate came a day after Raymond Greene,
Director of the American Institute in Taiwan — the de-
facto U.S. embassy in Taiwan —, said that “freedom is
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not free” and that “America can only help our friends
as much as they help themselves,” remarks widely
interpreted as critically referring to the budget impasse
and indication the U.S. might put pressure on the
opposition. [The New York Times]

In December, the U.S. announced a proposed USD 11.1
billion arms sale to Taiwan, covering eight packages
that include HIMARS rocket systems, M109A7
howitzers, Javelin and TOW anti-tank missiles, anti-
armor drones, and related support systems. The
notification was submitted to Congress after approval
by the U.S. State Department and is subject to a
standard review period before contracts are finalized
(see AiIR No. 51, December/2025, 4).

Opposition lawmakers reiterated that they would not
allow a review to begin until Lai briefs the Legislature
and responds to questions and have also demanded
that the budget include pay increases for military
personnel. Lai has declined to appear, citing an
October 2024 Constitutional Court ruling that deemed
such questioning unconstitutional.

On the same day, the Legislature also approved a
motion "advising" Lai to appear before it to deliver a
state-of-the-nation address on the special defense
budget and arms procurement packages, and to
respond to lawmakers’ questions. [Focus Taiwan]
[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Opposition moves to hold
televised debates with premier over
stalled budget

(acl) On January 23, opposition lawmakers voted to
advance a motion to hold three nationally televised
debates with Premier Cho Jung-tai and senior Cabinet
officials over the government's stalled general budget
request. The move followed Cho's call on January 21
for a “debate with the Legislature” over the USD 96.15
billion budget proposal, which has been deadlocked
since September.

Under the proposal, the debates would pit the
Kuomintang's caucus leaders—Convener Fu Kun-chi,
Secretary-General Lo Chih-chiang, and First Deputy
Secretary-General Lin Pei-hsiang—against Cho, Vice
Premier Cheng Li-chiun, and Cabinet Secretary-General
Xavier Chang. The debates would focus on “new capital
increases and new projects,” which the Cabinet
estimates would cost USD 9.46 billion.
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The Legislature has sent the proposal to second
reading and cross-caucus negotiations, after which it
will be deliberated at a plenary session and is expected
to pass given the opposition parties’ combined
majority. [Focus Taiwan][Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Former opposition party leader
accuses ruling party of spurning budget-
for-surrogacy deal

(yl) Former Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) Chairman Ko
Wen-je said the ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) rejected a proposed political deal under which
the TPP would have supported the government’s 2026
general budget and special defense budget in
exchange for DPP backing of legislation to legalize
surrogacy.

Speaking at a forum in Kaohsiung, Ko said he had
conveyed the proposal to DPP legislative caucus
convener Ker Chien-ming, arguing that surrogacy
should not be treated as an ideological issue.
Acceptance of the deal, he claimed, would have helped
break the legislative deadlock (see above) over both
the annual budget and the NTD 1.25 trillion (approx.
USD 40 billion) special defense budget.

In response, DPP legislator Chen Pei-yu rejected the
allegation, criticizing the TPP for using public safety
and defense spending as bargaining chips. She said
amendments to the Assisted Reproduction Act should
be evaluated on their merits through proper legislative
review rather than political negotiation, and added
that opposition parties should engage substantively
with the contents of the defense budget instead of
blocking it wholesale. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Six Taiwan People’s Party
lawmakers to resign under party’s two-
year term rule

(yl) Six lawmakers from the Taiwan People’s Party
(TPP), including party chair Huang Kuo-chang, will
resign from the Legislature effective February 1 under
the party’s internal two-year term rule, which divides
the four-year legislative term to rotate representation
among party members.

The resignations will trigger the swearing-in of six
replacement at-large legislators from the TPP's 2024
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party list. Two TPP lawmakers will remain in office for
now due to exceptions approved by the party.

While procedural in nature, the reshuffle will alter the
composition of the opposition caucus during a period
of intense legislative confrontation over budgets,
constitutional disputes, and defense policy. [Focus
Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: US-backed firepower
coordination hub launched

(dqgl) Taiwan has launched its highest-level Joint
Firepower Coordination Centre, developed with U.S.
support, to integrate long-range precision strike
planning, intelligence and targeting across its armed
forces as pressure from China intensifies.

The centre is designed to link U.S.-supplied systems
with Taiwan's growing domestic missile arsenal,
shorten targeting cycles and improve coordination
against fixed and mobile targets, including key PLA
naval and amphibious units.

Taiwanese officials stressed that the facility does not
place Taiwan's military under U.S. supervision but
builds on long-standing defence cooperation. The hub
forms part of President William Lai's broader “Taiwan
Shield” (T-Dome) initiative to create a multilayered,
networked defence system, while Taiwan prepares to
field thousands of precision-guided munitions with
strike ranges reaching deep across the Taiwan Strait.

Its launch coincides with domestic political deadlock
over a major U.S. arms package (see above), raising
concerns about delays to Taiwan's military
modernization (see below) and signals to Washington
about Taipei's commitment to self-defense. [SCMP]

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Wellington Koo rejected
media claims that U.S. troops are stationed at the new
facility, calling reports of American “oversight” entirely
untrue. He reiterated that while Taiwan-U.S. military
exchanges are long-standing and increasingly
institutionalized, command authority remains fully
with Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

Chinese state media Global Times was quick to cite
mainland Chinese military analysts dismissing the
center as evidence of Taiwan's reliance on U.S. support
and portrayed it as ineffective against the People
Liberation Army (PLA). [Global Times]
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Taiwan: Indigenous submarine completes
sixth sea trial amid delivery delays

(yl) Taiwan's first domestically built defense submarine,
the Narwhal (Hai Kun), conducted its sixth sea
acceptance test (SAT) off Kaohsiung on January 26,
marking continued progress toward eventual delivery
to the Navy despite missing its original handover
deadline.

The submarine sailed out from CSBC Corp.’s shipyard
under military escort as part of the SAT process, a
series of trials designed to verify whether a vessel
meets contractual and operational specifications prior
to delivery. CSBC, the project’s prime contractor and
the primary shipbuilder in Taiwan, declined to disclose
details of the latest test or provide a revised delivery
timeline, citing the complexity and safety-sensitive
nature of submarine trials.

Delivery of the prototype submarine is now expected
as early as mid-2026, according to local reports. The
Narwhal is Taiwan'’s first indigenous submarine
prototype and a flagship program aimed at
strengthening undersea deterrence capabilities. CSBC
has been accruing contractual fines since November
2025 after failing to meet the original delivery deadline.
[Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Retired official and pro-China
association head indicted over United
Front infiltration case

(dgl) Taiwan has indicted a retired Cabinet employee
and a Taiwan-based association leader in China for
allegedly assisting Chinese Communist Party influence
operations in violation of the National Security Act.

Prosecutors say Cheng Ming-chia, head of the
Guangzhou Association of Taiwanese Youth, recruited
retired official Hu Peng-nien after both were based in
China, leveraging Hu's job insecurity to draw him into
United Front-linked activities.

Hu is accused of helping build infiltration networks in
Taiwan by approaching retired officials, defence-
related personnel, local political figures, and former
military members. Although most targets rebuffed the
efforts, authorities said the case still caused significant
national security damage.

Hu has confessed and may receive a reduced
sentence, while Cheng denied the charges and faces a
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recommended prison term of at least 10 years.
[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Residency revoked for Chinese
spouse influencer over national security
concerns

(yl) Taiwan's National Immigration Agency revoked the
long-term residency permit of a Chinese spouse
influencer known as “Guan Guan,” citing remarks
deemed to threaten national security and social
stability. Authorities said she used multiple Chinese
social media accounts to post content calling for the
elimination of Taiwan's sovereignty.

The decision was made under the Act Governing
Relations Between the People of the Taiwan Area and
the Mainland Area after consultations with relevant
agencies. Guan Guan was given an opportunity to
respond and left Taiwan voluntarily; she is barred from
reapplying for long-term residency for five years.

The case follows similar actions taken against other
Chinese spouse influencers accused of advocating
military unification with China. [Focus Taiwan]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: High Court Division issues
contempt rule against chief election
commissioner
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Bangladesh’s High Court Division of the Supreme Court
has issued a contempt rule against AMM Nasir Uddin,
the head of the Election Commission, asking him to
explain within four weeks why disciplinary action
should not be taken for allegedly failing to comply with
a court order.

The rule was issued on January 25 by a bench of the
High Court Division, which exercises constitutional
oversight over state authorities. According to the
petition, the High Court Division had directed the
Election Commission, under Uddin’s leadership, on
August 27, 2025, to resolve the registration application
of the Krishak Sramik Janata Party. The petitioner
argues that the commission did not act on that binding
judicial instruction, prompting the contempt
proceedings. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Election Commission
confirms final voter roll ahead of
February poll

(Im) Bangladesh’s Election Commission has published
the final voter list for the upcoming national
parliamentary election, covering all 300 constituencies
nationwide. The roll includes 127.7 million registered
voters, comprising 64.8 million men, 62.9 million
women, and 1,220 transgender voters, underscoring a
near gender balance and a continued expansion of
inclusive registration.

Officials highlighted a notable increase in women'’s
participation, describing it as a positive indicator of
democratic engagement. Voter distribution remains
uneven, with densely populated urban and industrial
constituencies recording the highest totals, while hilly
and border areas have significantly fewer voters.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Courts issue arrest warrants
and deliver tribunal verdicts linked to July
2024 uprising

(Im) Bangladesh's courts took multiple procedural
steps in late January in cases arising from violence
during the July-August 2024 mass uprising, involving
both ordinary criminal courts and the country's special
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) system.

On January 26, a Dhaka metropolitan court issued
arrest warrants against 41 individuals, including former
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prime minister Sheikh Hasina, in two separate murder
cases related to killings in the Mohammadpur area of
Dhaka during the uprising. The court acted after
accepting police charge sheets naming 64 accused in
total in connection with the deaths of a truck driver
and an autorickshaw driver. Court sources said the
warrants were issued because 41 of the accused,
including Hasina, are listed as absconding. [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

Earlier the same day, the ICT-1 delivered its first verdict
involving members of law-enforcement agencies for
actions during the uprising. The tribunal sentenced a
former Dhaka Metropolitan Police commissioner and
two other senior police officials to death for crimes
against humanity over the killing of six people in police
firing at Chankharpul on August 5, 2024. Four other
police personnel were sentenced to prison terms
ranging from three to four years. Several of the senior
officers were tried in absentia. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Separately, on January 22, the ICT-2 framed charges
against seven senior political figures affiliated with
Sheikh Hasina's Awami League and its youth and
student organizations. Those indicted include the
party’s general secretary and joint general secretary, a
former state minister, senior leaders of the Awami
League’s youth wing, and the president and general
secretary of its now-banned student wing. The tribunal
rejected discharge petitions filed by the accused,
confirmed that earlier arrest warrants issued in
December 2025 remain in force, and set February 17
for opening statements and the recording of
prosecution witness depositions. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh: Government grants blanket
legal immunity to participants in the July
2024 uprising

(Im) Bangladesh’s government has promulgated the
July Uprising (Protection and Liability Determination)
Ordinance, 2026, formally granting immunity from civil
and criminal liability to individuals who participated in
the July-August 2024 mass protests, a nationwide
movement led largely by students that culminated in
the collapse of the government of longtime Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. The ordinance was issued by
gazette notification on January 26 by the Legislative
and Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Law Ministry.

The ordinance mandates the withdrawal of all existing
civil and criminal cases linked to actions taken during
the uprising and prohibits the filing of any new cases
against participants. Where proceedings are already
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underway, public prosecutors or government-
appointed lawyers are instructed to apply to the
relevant courts to halt the cases, resulting in
immediate acquittal. The legal protection extends to
acts carried out during the protests, including actions
described as self-defense against alleged arbitrary
killings and armed attacks by state forces under the
former administration.

Responsibility for examining allegations of killings
during the uprising is assigned exclusively to the
Bangladesh National Human Rights Commission, with
explicit restrictions barring officials from law
enforcement agencies or other implicated institutions
from conducting investigations. Any arrest linked to
such investigations requires prior approval from the
commission. If the commission concludes that deaths
occurred in the context of political resistance, it may
recommend government compensation to affected
families, but no criminal prosecution may follow,
regardless of findings. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government amends
Supreme Court Secretariat framework
through new ordinance

(Im) The government has issued the Supreme Court
Secretariat (Amendment) Ordinance, 2026, introducing
changes to the legal framework governing the
administrative secretariat of the judiciary. The text of
the amendment was not detailed in the initial
notification. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Journalists injured in attack
following media association event

(Im) At least ten journalists were injured in an attack in
Narsingdi district, north of Dhaka, on the evening of
January 26, underscoring continued security risks for
media workers outside the capital. The incident
occurred after a family day event organized by the
Bangladesh Crime Reporters Association (CRAB), a
professional body representing crime
reporters.According to police and accounts from the
association, the violence broke out after local
individuals demanded money when a bus carrying
journalists was parked by the roadside. When the
journalists refused and protested, the confrontation
escalated into a physical assault, with attackers
reportedly using sticks. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Interim government
prioritizes recovery of looted weapons
ahead of February election

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government has
underscored restoring full control over illegally held
weapons as a central precondition for holding a
credible national election on February 12. Speaking at
the first meeting of the National Implementation
Committee on Administrative Reorganization (NICAR)
under the interim administration, Muhammad Yunus
stressed that all looted weapons must be recovered
before polling day to safeguard law and order and
public confidence in the electoral process. [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

The security dimension was reinforced a day later
when the Bangladesh Army disclosed updated figures
from the aftermath of the 2024 mass uprising.
According to the army chief, 3,619 weapons were
looted from police stations during that period, of which
2,259—about 62 percent—have so far been recovered.
Of the 456,418 rounds of ammunition taken, roughly
52 percent have been retrieved. The figures were
presented at a high-level law-and-order meeting
chaired by Yunus, bringing together civilian advisers,
security chiefs, and the national security leadership.
[Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bhutan: Government moves to overhaul
pre-internet copyright law amid rising
digital piracy

(Im) Bhutan's Cabinet has approved a review of the
Copyright Act of 2001, acknowledging that the pre-
internet law is no longer adequate to address digital
piracy and weak enforcement in the country’s
expanding creative sector. Enacted shortly after
Bhutan joined the World Intellectual Property
Organisation, the Act lacks clear provisions on online
infringement, criminal liability, and the roles of police,
courts, and customs authorities.

Filmmakers, musicians, and online platforms report
significant losses as pirated content circulates rapidly,
while most cases are treated as civil disputes with low
compensation caps and limited enforcement. Officials
also highlight the absence of a collective management
organization to administer royalties for creators.
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Approved in November 2025, the planned
amendments aim to align copyright law with digital
realities, strengthen enforcement, and protect
constitutionally guaranteed rights of creators, amid
concerns that continued legal gaps are undermining
confidence in Bhutan's creative economy. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government-approved FDI surges
in value on back of single hydropower
project

(Im) Bhutan approved 14 foreign direct investment
projects in 2025 with a combined value of BTN 73.76
billion (USD 885.1 million), a sharp increase driven
overwhelmingly by a single hydropower investment.
Tata Power Company Limited accounted for BTN 68.9
billion (USD 826.8 million)—around 93 percent of total
approved FDI—through its investment in Khorlochhu
Hydropower Limited.

Excluding this project, overall FDI levels remained
broadly in line with recent years, underscoring
Bhutan's continued reliance on large, capital-intensive
hydropower projects rather than a broad-based
expansion of foreign investment. The number of
approved projects declined slightly from 17 in 2024 to
14in 2025, but total approved value rose dramatically
from BTN 15.96 billion (USD 191.5 million) in 2024.

By the end of 2025, Bhutan had 135 approved FDI
projects, with 64 operational and 71 under
construction, concentrated mainly in Thimphu, Paro,
and Chukha. Asia remains the dominant source of
investment, led by India. FDI firms contributed BTN
2.37 billion (USD 28.4 million) in taxes and employed
6,167 workers, more than 84 percent of whom are
Bhutanese, reflecting steady employment gains
despite the narrow investment base. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Cabinet backs targeted hotel
relief as stimulus program oversight
tightens

(Im) The Cabinet approved a four percent interest
subsidy under the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP)—Bhutan'’s state-run concessional lending scheme
created after the COVID-19 shock to channel
subsidized credit to viable businesses through
domestic banks—for Department of Tourism-certified
hotels rated four-star and below. The government has
earmarked BTN 845 million (USD 10.1 million) for ESP
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lending under the facility, with eligibility limited to
loans meeting prudential standards, excluding non-
performing, litigated, or already concessional
pandemic-era facilities. [Kuensel 1]

At the same time, regulatory scrutiny of the ESP has
intensified. The Royal Monetary Authority has begun
reviewing 35 medium-scale ESP loan files following a
December 2025 directive from the Anti-Corruption
Commission, focusing on loan appraisal quality,
governance safeguards, and disbursement controls.
Financial institutions have been instructed to escalate
identified lapses to their boards, with any regulatory
sanctions to be calibrated after the Authority
completes its overall assessment. [Kuensel 2]

Separately, the ESP Steering Committee has submitted
an action-taken report to the Anti-Corruption
Commission detailing recovery orders, cancellations of
undisbursed tranches, and conversions of irregular
ESP loans into standard commercial facilities,
alongside the withdrawal of ESP reimbursement
support where eligibility conditions were breached.
Taken together, the measures reflect a policy effort to
sustain post-pandemic support for smaller, cash-
constrained firms while tightening control over the
integrity of Bhutan's flagship recovery program.
[Kuensel 3]

India: Republic Day marked with grand
parade

(dqgl) India celebrated its 77th Republic Day on January
26 with a grand national ceremony, marking the
anniversary of the Constitution coming into force. The
event was led by President Droupadi Murmu, who
unfurled the national flag, followed by the National
Anthem and a 21-gun salute.

The centerpiece was a parade and cultural display
featuring 30 vibrant tableaux from states, union
territories and government ministries that highlighted
India’s cultural diversity, historical legacy and
development journey. The theme emphasized 150
years of the national song “Vande Mataram (I bow to
thee, Mother)”, reflecting national identity and unity.

The celebrations showcased India’s military strength
and technological progress, with displays of advanced
defence systems, marching contingents, aerial fly-
pasts, and new indigenous platforms, demonstrating
the nation’s evolving defense capabilities.
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European leaders — European Council President
Antonio Costa and European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen — attended as chief guests,
signaling heightened India-EU engagement and
broader diplomatic ties. [The Economic Times] [The
Times of India]

India: Deregulation push to scale up
manufacturing unveiled

(dqgl) Reflecting a greater emphasis on deregulation in
economic policy, the government is launching a
renewed effort to significantly expand its
manufacturing base, aiming to triple annual goods
exports to about USD 1.3 trillion by 2035. Rather than
relying on large cash incentives, the government plans
to cut regulatory hurdles and streamline approvals as
the core strategy for boosting production and trade.

This initiative — part of the National Manufacturing
Mission — targets 15 priority sectors including
semiconductors, metals and leather, while limiting
public spending to targeted infrastructure support and
advanced-technology grants. Authorities also plan to
identify manufacturing hubs based on logistics
readiness, port access, and existing industrial capacity.
A new dedicated inter-ministerial panel will coordinate
faster clearances, simplify compliance across states,
ease land and power permissions, and align tariffs with
industrial needs.

The approach reflects lessons from Prime Minister
Modji's earlier initiatives — including incentive-heavy
schemes — which delivered only modest gains,
prompting a turn toward structural reform over fiscal
stimulus. [Reuters] [Trading View]

India: Antitrust probe alleges steel giants
coordinated prices and output

(dqgl) The Competition Commission of India (CCl), the
country's antitrust regulator, has found evidence that
four major steel producers—Tata Steel, JSW Steel, SAIL,
and RINL—may have coordinated pricing and
production decisions in ways that could violate
competition law between 2018 and 2023. livestigators
reviewed WhatsApp group chats and internal
production data showing aligned pricing moves and
deliberate output cuts that coincided with market
behavior.
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The companies collectively account for about 44
percent of India’s steel market, making this one of the
most significant cartel allegations in the country’s
industrial sector. Tata Steel has denied wrongdoing,
and other firms disputed collusion during the probe.
The CCl is now considering penalties based on
objections and financial information submitted by the
parties. [Reuters]

India: Draft national electricity policy sets
ambitious power demand targets

(dgl) India has unveiled a draft National Electricity
Policy (NEP) 2026 that sets ambitious electricity
consumption and clean energy targets while proposing
far-reaching reforms to tariffs, power markets, and the
financially weak distribution sector, marking the first
major policy overhaul since 2005. [Ministry of Power,
India]

Indicative of the country’s growing energy needs driven
by industrialization, urbanization, and economic
development, the draft aims to raise per capita
electricity use to 2,000 kWh by 2030—marking a steep
increase leap from the current 1,460 kWh (2024-25)—
and over 4,000 kWh by 2047 to support economic
growth.

Aligned with India’s COP26 pledges, the policy requires
a 45 percent cut in emissions intensity by 2030
compared with 2005 levels and targets net-zero
emissions by 2070. It advances a low-carbon transition
through expanded renewables, a significant scale-up of
nuclear capacity to 100 GW by 2047, and greater
energy storage deployment, underscoring India’s effort
to reconcile economic growth with environmental
sustainability and to place the power sector at the core
of its climate strategy.

On power-market design, the draft NEP proposes
equal scheduling and deviation rights for renewable
and conventional generation by 2030, placing solar and
wind on the same footing as coal-based plants in
dispatch and penalty regimes. The move would end
the preferential curtailment of renewables during grid
congestion, reduce systemic bias against clean energy,
and facilitate the integration of higher shares of
variable renewable power into the grid.

On the financial side, a core focus is fixing distribution
companies (DISCOMs) through automatic tariff
adjustments if regulators delay decisions, reduced
cross-subsidies, and a shift toward demand-based
charges. Industrial users, railways, and metro systems
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would be exempted from cross-subsidies to lower
power and logistics costs. Large consumers may also
be partially exempt from universal service obligations,
and dispute resolution is to be streamlined. [CNBC TV
18] [The Economic Times]

In parallel, the Central Electricity Authority has outlined
plans for India to develop around 100 GW of pumped
storage hydropower capacity by 2035-36 to support
the large-scale integration of renewable energy into
the power system. Pumped storage is expected to
function as a key balancing tool, storing excess solar
and wind power and supplying electricity during peak
demand to maintain grid stability as renewables
expand.

The strategy emphasizes quicker-to-build, off-stream
and closed-loop projects, reflecting the limited
pumped storage capacity currently in operation. At a
strategic level, the plan strengthens India’s energy
security, reduces reliance on fossil fuels and energy
imports, and supports the country’s long-term climate
and decarbonization objectives by enabling a higher
share of variable renewables. [The Tribune]

India: Security forces kill senior rebel
leader in intensified final push against
Maoist insurgency

(dql) Security forces have killed 16 Maoist insurgents in
the eastern state of Jharkhand, highlighting the
government's intensified campaign against the long-
running Naxalite rebellion—the long-running left-wing
insurgency, aimed at overthrowing the Indian state
through armed struggle.

The insurgency, rooted in Indian Maoist ideology and
active for nearly six decades, claims to fight for the
rights of marginalized indigenous communities in
resource-rich regions and has resulted in more than
10,000 deaths. At its height in the mid-2000s, the
movement controlled extensive territory and fielded
tens of thousands of fighters, but it has been
significantly degraded over recent years.

Amid this decline, the government has pledged to
eliminate the insurgency by the end of March and has
sharply expanded security operations to meet that
goal. Since 2024, these efforts have led to the killing of
more than 500 rebels, including multiple senior
figures.

The latest operation targeted leadership networks and
resulted in the death of a central committee member
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carrying a substantial bounty, signaling a strategy
focused on dismantling the group’s command
structure. [The Straits Times]

Meanwhile, nine Naxal-linked militants surrendered to
police in the central state of Chhattisgarh. The group
included members of active area committees of the
outlawed Maoist organization.

With this batch, Chhattisgarh has seen 189 Naxalites
surrender so far this year, following other recent large
surrenders across several districts. [The Tribune 1]

By contrast, eleven security personnel were injured
when multiple improvised explosive devices planted by
Maoist insurgents detonated during an anti-insurgency
operation in the forested Bijapur district of
Chhattisgarh.

The incident took place amid intensified security
operations along the Chhattisgarh-Telangana border,
a long-standing Maoist stronghold. [The Tribune 2]

India: 10-year sentence in Pakistan-linked
militant recruitment case

(dqgl) A court of the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
—India’s central counterterrorism and national
security law-enforcement agency—has sentenced a
man to 10 years in prison for his role in a Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) recruitment network active in West Bengal.

The investigation, later assumed by the NIA,
established that the group sought to radicalize and
recruit Muslim youths as part of a conspiracy linked to
Pakistan-backed militant organizations. Multiple
arrests were made, including an individual found with
extremist propaganda, while trials against other
accused people are still ongoing. [Deccan Herald]

LeT is a Pakistan-based Islamist militant organization
designated as a terrorist group by India which accuses
the group of operating with support or tolerance from
elements within Pakistan, making it a recurring issue in
bilateral tensions.

In a separate development, a Pakistani terrorist linked
to the banned militant group Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
was killed by Indian security forces during a
coordinated operation in the Billawar area of Kathua
district in Jammu and Kashmir. The individual,
identified as Usman, was described by police as a JeM
commander.
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The operation was part of ongoing counter-terror
efforts in the region and came amid a series of recent
actions against JeM militants, including the discovery of
an underground hideout in nearby Kishtwar district.
Officials have been intensifying operations ahead of
Republic Day on January 26 to disrupt militant
networks and prevent attacks. [NDTV]

JeM is a Pakistan-based Islamist militant organization
founded in 2000 by Masood Azhar. Its stated objective
is to separate Jammu and Kashmir from India and
merge it with Pakistan.

India: Large cache of Myanmar kyat
seized in border crackdown

(dql) Indian security forces have intensified
enforcement along the India-Myanmar border after
seizing a large amount of Myanmar currency in
Mizoram state. Between January 18-20, the Assam
Rifles detained four Myanmar nationals during a series
of checks near the border and confiscated more than
MMK 52 million (), along with smaller quantities of
illegal tobacco and foreign cigarettes.

The Assam Rifles is India’s oldest paramilitary force,
responsible for border security and counter-
insurgency operations in the country’s northeast.

The incidents reflect India’s increased efforts to tighten
control over the porous frontier with Myanmar,
including plans to fence the border, reflecting growing
concerns over smuggling, financial flows, and cross-
border security amid Myanmar's prolonged political
and economic instability. [Mizzima]

Maldives: Digital nomination system
sparks dispute over fairness, access, and
electoral neutrality

(Im) The Maldives’ shift to a fully digital nomination
process for the April 4 local council elections has
triggered mounting controversy, with critics warning
that the new system disadvantages independent
candidates and raises broader concerns about
electoral neutrality.

Under the current rules, all candidates must submit
nominations through the Election Commission’s (EC)
online portal using eFaas, the national digital identity
system. Independent candidates face an additional
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requirement: they must secure and digitally verify the
support of at least 50 voters, each of whom must log in
individually via eFaas and be registered in the relevant
constituency. The nomination window opened on
January 17 and closed over the weekend.

Former home minister and past presidential candidate
Umar Naseer has formally asked the EC to repeal the
regulation, arguing that it infringes on the electoral
rights of independents. In a letter to EC president
Mohamed Zahid, Umar said the requirement relies on
a technology that most citizens are unfamiliar with,
estimating that only around 10 percent of Maldivians
know how to use eFaas. He warned that the rule
effectively excludes the remaining majority from
endorsing independent candidates and said such a
barrier cannot be imposed by regulation alone, but
would require explicit legislation. Umar said he raised
the issue not only as a former candidate, but as
someone intending to contest future presidential
elections as an independent. [The Sun 1]

Meanwhile, the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), the
main opposition force, has criticized the short
nomination window and called for longer submission
periods as well as options for manual or bulk
submissions to reduce technical obstacles.

At the same time, the MDP has accused the ruling
People’s National Congress (PNC) of having improper
access to the EC's nomination portal. At a January 22
press conference, an MDP lawmaker alleged that the
ruling party was able to obtain real-time information
on who was endorsing independent candidates
through the eFaas-linked system, citing reports from
candidates and members of the public. He claimed this
suggested unauthorized access and pointed to alleged
undisclosed contacts between EC officials and the
Presidential Office. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Ex-president attacks ruling
party’s Malé mayoral candidate over
pledge to emulate President Muizzu

(Im) Former Maldivian president Abdulla Yameen
Abdul Gayoom has sharply criticized the ruling People’s
National Congress mayoral candidate for Malé, retired
Major General Moosa Ali Jaleel, arguing that his
promise to follow the “footsteps” of President
Mohamed Muizzu's tenure as mayor signals political
failure before the election has even taken place.

Speaking at a Progressive National Front (PNF) rally on
January 23, Yameen said he was “shocked” by Jaleel's
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remarks, contending that Muizzu's period as Malé
mayor is now widely associated with allegations of
corruption and misuse of public funds. He argued that
aligning with that record undermines Jaleel's credibility
as a candidate, particularly given Malé's central
political and economic importance.

Yameen contrasted Jaleel's respected military career,
including his role in defending the state during the
failed 1988 coup attempt, with what he described as
the reputational risks of entering partisan politics. He
warned that former public servants risk eroding past
respect if they become associated with corruption or
fail to confront it.

Jaleel, who previously served as defence minister
under Yameen and was selected unopposed as the
ruling party's mayoral candidate, has positioned
himself as a continuity figure aligned with President
Muizzu, a framing that Yameen used to sharpen his
broader critique of the current administration. [The
Sun 1]

The attack forms part of a broader opposition
narrative. In parallel, former vice president Mohamed
Jameel Ahmed, speaking on behalf of the PNF, has
accused the Muizzu administration of seeking to
weaken or effectively abolish atoll councils—local
government bodies with constitutional authority—by
tightening central control over candidate registration
for upcoming local council elections. Jameel warned
that the government’s use of the eFaas digital
registration system and strict endorsement
requirements risks excluding candidates, particularly
independents, and diluting local representation in
island and atoll communities. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: High Court closes hearings
again in ex-president’s USD 1 million
escrow dispute

(Im) The Maldivian High Court has again concluded
hearings in the appeal linked to former president
Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom's attempt to recover
USD 1 million held in an escrow account controlled by
the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC), ending a
process that has been repeatedly delayed for nearly a
year.

The case stems from a civil suit filed by Yameen
seeking the release of funds placed in escrow at the
Bank of Maldives in 2018 during the investigation into
the Maldives Marketing and Public Relations
Corporation corruption scandal. Under the escrow
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agreement between Yameen and the ACC, the money
was to be returned if investigators failed to establish
that it belonged to the state within a specified period.
Yameen argues that the agreement has expired and
that the funds should be transferred back to his
personal account.

The Bank of Maldives has appealed a Civil Court
decision that allowed it to be named as a defendant
alongside the ACC, arguing that it merely acted as
custodian of the account and has no authority to
release funds without ACC instructions. The Civil Court
rejected that argument, prompting the bank's appeal.

Hearings began in February 2025 but were suspended
after a change in the judicial bench, resuming nearly a
year later under new judges. The High Court has
maintained a stay on the underlying Civil Court
proceedings while the appeal is pending. With hearings
now closed for a second time, the court is expected to
rule on whether the Bank of Maldives can remain a
party to the case, a decision that will determine how
the broader dispute over the USD 1 million proceeds.
[The Sun]

Maldives: Home ministry dismisses state
minister overseeing foreign labor and
national registration

(Im) The Maldivian government has dismissed Abdul
Majeed lbrahim from his position as state minister at
the Home Ministry. Abdul Majeed had been
responsible for overseeing the Foreign Labour
Department and the Department of National
Registration, two portfolios that are politically and
administratively sensitive given their relevance to
migrant labor management, population records, and
identity documentation in the Maldives. No successor
has been announced, and there has been no indication
from the government whether the dismissal is linked
to administrative performance, internal political
considerations, or ongoing policy reviews. [The Sun]

Maldives: High Court rules dismissed
judge unlawfully freed alleged drug
trafficking ringleader

(Im) The Maldives High Court has ruled that former
Criminal Court judge Hussain Faiz Rashad unlawfully
ordered the release of Ali Anwar Mohamed, an alleged
senior figure in a major drug trafficking case,
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confirming the core finding that led to Faiz's removal
from office.

In a decision by a three-judge panel, the court
overturned Faiz's ruling and held that Anwar’s release
after the expiry of an initial five-day remand lacked
legal basis. The High Court rejected Faiz's justification
that police procedural errors warranted release,
finding that the decision breached constitutional and
legal standards governing detention in serious criminal
cases.

Anwar was arrested in 2019 over the smuggling of
about 70 kilograms of narcotics aboard an Iranian
vessel intercepted northwest of HA. Thuraakunu.
Police identified him as one of three ringleaders in a
trafficking network involving Maldivian, Iranian, and
Bangladeshi nationals. Following his release, Anwar
fled to Sri Lanka but was later deported back to the
Maldives.

The ruling aligns with findings by the Judicial Service
Commission, which concluded that Faiz violated the
Constitution and relevant laws. Parliament approved
his dismissal on December 3, 2025, following the
commission’s recommendation. [The Sun]

Maldives: Media Commission orders
withdrawal of political cartoon, revises
circulation directive

(Im) The Maldives Media and Broadcasting Commission
(MMBC) has ordered the online outlet Adhadhu to
remove a political cartoon depicting President
Mohamed Muizzu as stealing banknotes from an imam
during a prayer congregation, citing concerns that the
image contradicts Islamic principles and could incite
conflict. The cartoon was published briefly on January
25 and was taken down the same day following the
commission’s instruction.

In its initial notice, the MMBC not only directed
Adhadhu to withdraw the cartoon but also urged the
public not to share or circulate it while an investigation
under media and broadcasting regulations is ongoing.
This broad instruction drew criticism, particularly from
the Maldives Journalists Association (MJA), which
argued that ordering all citizens to refrain from sharing
content amounted to an overreach and a restriction on
public discourse.

Following the backlash, the commission revised its
position. The original notice aimed at the general
public was deleted and replaced with narrower
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language advising media outlets, rather than citizens at
large, not to circulate the cartoon during the
investigation.

Adhadhu's chief executive has said the cartoon was
intended to comment on rising theft in Maldivian
society and was not meant to insult Islam or religious
practices, rejecting the commission’s interpretation.
The investigation by the MMBC remains ongoing. [The
Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Ex-President Yameen warns of
fiscal strain as debt servicing costs surge

(Im) Former president Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom
has issued a sharp warning over the Maldives'
economic outlook, arguing that rising debt and interest
obligations signal mounting fiscal stress. His remarks
were aimed in part at countering recent optimistic
statements by the current economic leadership during
international engagements, including appearances at
the World Economic Forum in Davos, which he said did
not reflect the pressures felt by lower-income
households.

Speaking at a meeting of his opposition People’s
National Front (PNF), Yameen said government debt is
on track to exceed MVR 160 billion (USD 10.4 billion)
and that annual interest payments alone have reached
MVR 9 billion (USD 585 million).

Yameen described the cost of servicing debt as
unsustainable, characterizing the situation as an
economic “red signal.” He argued that even aggressive
borrowing instruments, such as issuing Islamic bonds
(sukuk), would struggle to address the scale of interest
payments now required.

He further warned that consumer prices, particularly
for essential goods, are likely to rise during Ramadan
and dismissed short-term state-led import measures
as insufficient. According to Yameen, the government
is addressing visible symptoms rather than underlying
fiscal imbalances and should be more transparent
about the country's true economic position. [The Sun]

Maldives: Government overshoots travel
budget as foreign aid falls sharply

(Im) The Maldivian government exceeded its approved
travel and transport budget in 2025 by MVR 42 million
(USD 2.7 million), according to year-end figures
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released by the Ministry of Finance. The approved
allocation for travel stood at MVR 249.1 million (USD
16.2 million), but actual expenditure reached MVR
291.1 million (USD 18.9 million). This represents an
increase of MVR 11.1 million (USD 0.7 million)
compared to travel spending in 2024.

The overspending contrasts sharply with shortfalls in
external financing. While the government had
budgeted MVR 2.6 billion (USD 169 million) in free aid
for 2025, only MVR 415 million (USD 27 million) had
been received by year-end. [The Sun]

Maldives: Hulhumale’ Phase Ill land
reclamation completed

(Im) President Mohamed Muizzu has announced the
completion of land reclamation for Hulhumale’ Phase
I, marking a key milestone in the capital region’s
urban expansion. The project, which aims to ease
housing pressure in Male’ and surrounding areas,
involves the reclamation of 0.63 square kilometers of
lagoon.

The third phase was launched in September 2023
under the previous administration, when 0.24 square
kilometers were reclaimed. The remaining 0.38 square
kilometers were completed after dredging resumed in
November 2025, following delays. [The Sun]

Nepal: Alliance of established parties
consolidates control of upper house
ahead of March elections

(Im) Nepal's National Assembly (upper house) elections
held on January 25 resulted in a decisive sweep by an
electoral alliance between the Nepali Congress and the
Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML), underscoring the continued institutional
strength of the country's established parties just weeks
before the March 5 House of Representatives election.

Of the 19 National Assembly seats whose terms expire
on March 4, elections were conducted for 18. One seat
from Koshi Province was decided unopposed, while
one additional member will be nominated by the
President on the recommendation of the government.
Voting was held for the remaining 17 seats across all
provinces. Members of the National Assembly are not
elected by popular vote but through an electoral
college composed of provincial assembly members
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and local government chiefs and deputies, using a
weighted voting system.

The results were largely predetermined after Nepali
Congress and CPN-UML—Nepal's two traditional
powerhouses that led the government coalition ousted
in September by mass protests—formed a pre-poll
alliance that commanded a comfortable majority in
provincial and local bodies. Nepali Congress won all
nine seats it contested, while CPN-UML secured eight
seats. One seat went to the Loktantrik Samajbadi
Party-Nepal (LSP-N), whose candidate was jointly
backed by Congress and CPN-UML in Madhesh
Province. Notably, the Nepali Communist Party (NCP),
which had been negotiating for a broader alliance,
failed to win a single seat.

With these results, Nepali Congress becomes the
largest party in the National Assembly with 25 seats,
up from 16, overtaking the NCP, which drops to 16
seats after losing eight retiring members. The CPN-
UML holds 10 seats, placing it third. Together,
Congress and CPN-UML now control 35 seats, rising to
an effective 36 when including a presidential nominee
considered close to the UML—just three seats short of
a two-thirds majority in the 59-member upper house.

The outcome has significant implications for
governance after the March 5 general election. Even if
newer parties perform strongly in the lower house, any
legislation must still be approved by the National
Assembly, giving Congress and CPN-UML substantial
blocking power. This is particularly relevant for the
Rastriya Swatantra Party, which did not contest the
upper house election due to lacking voters in the
electoral college and would therefore need
cooperation from established parties to pass laws.

At the same time, while Congress and CPN-UML
cooperated tactically for the upper house, they are set
to compete directly against each other in the March 5
parliamentary polls, especially after recent leadership
changes within Congress reduced enthusiasm for
continuing electoral alliances. [The Kathmandu Post 1]
[The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Candidate nominations expose the
depth of political fragmentation and
unresolved post-protest fault lines

(Im) Nepal's snap parliamentary elections, scheduled
for March 5, have entered a decisive phase as the
candidate nomination and confirmation process under
the First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) electoral system


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-nt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-ni/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-nd/

concluded, bringing long-standing structural tensions
in the political system into sharper focus. The elections
were triggered by the September 2025 Gen Z-led
protest movement, which resulted in at least 77
deaths, forced the collapse of the Oli government, and
led to the dissolution of Parliament. An interim civilian
administration headed by former chief justice Sushila
Karki was subsequently mandated to organize fresh
polls.

With the nomination process concluded and
withdrawals and disqualifications processed by the
Election Commission of Nepal, 3,406 candidates are
confirmed for direct contests, down slightly from the
3,486 initial filings. Nepal's 275-member House of
Representatives is elected through a mixed system,
with 165 seats filled through FPTP and 110 through
proportional representation; separately, 3,293
candidates from 63 parties have registered on
proportional lists. The largely peaceful conclusion of
nominations has eased immediate concerns over
electoral instability and allowed the election calendar
to proceed. [The Annapurna Express] [The Kathmandu
Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Local observers have noted that the nomination data
underscore the mass politicization of Nepali society,
with politics no longer confined to party cadres.
Business figures, journalists, entertainers, social-media
personalities, former technocrats, and civil society
actors have entered the race, reflecting deep
dissatisfaction with established leadership and a
widespread perception that access to influence,
development resources, and social mobility is
mediated through political patronage rather than
institutions. Analysts describe this as system-driven
politicization rather than ideological renewal, with
bargaining over positions increasingly displacing
programmatic competition. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

However, despite the youth-driven origins of the 2025
rupture, representation remains skewed. Only around
15 percent of candidates are under 35, even though 52
percent of registered voters are aged 18-40.
Traditional parties continue to prioritize senior figures,
while newer parties show comparatively higher youth
inclusion but remain exceptions. Gender inclusion is
weaker still: under the FPTP system, only around 400
women have been nominated nationwide, with no
legally binding enforcement of constitutional inclusion
principles at this stage, leaving women and other
marginalized groups disproportionately channeled into
proportional-representation lists. [The Kathmandu
Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post 5] [The Kathmandu Post
6]
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The election landscape has been further reshaped by
strategic absences among senior political figures.
Former prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba, long the
dominant figure within the Nepali Congress and a
central actor in post-1990 Nepali politics, is not
contesting. At a special general convention, a reformist
faction consolidated control of the party and denied
Deuba a ticket in his long-held constituency of
Dadeldhura, marking a significant rupture within
Nepal's largest traditional party [see article in this
edition].

Another former prime minister, Baburam Bhattarai,
briefly re-entered the race after having announced his
withdrawal from active politics in 2025. He later
withdrew his candidacy, arguing that his participation
would fragment the anti-establishment vote. Bhattarai
reached a tactical accommodation with the Rastriya
Swatantra Party and repositioned himself as an
external supporter and policy adviser rather than a
parliamentary contender. [The Kathmandu Post 7]

Three former prime ministers remain in the race. KP
Sharma Oli, former head of government whose tenure
ended amid mass protests and the subsequent
dissolution of Parliament in September 2025, is
contesting from Jhapa-5. Former opposition leader
Pushpa Kamal Dahal is running from Rukum East, and
Madhav Kumar Nepal from Rautahat-1. [The
Kathmandu Post 8] [The Kathmandu Post 9] [The
Kathmandu Post 10]

The most politically salient contest is in Jhapa-5, where
Oli faces Balendra Shah, the former mayor of
Kathmandu and a senior RSP figure. Shah resigned
from municipal office to contest the election and is
being promoted by his party as a future prime-
ministerial candidate. The race has become a symbolic
confrontation between entrenched party leadership
and a movement-driven challenger seeking to translate
protest legitimacy into formal political power.
Campaign dynamics have already included mass
mobilization, sharp rhetoric, and Shah's refusal to
share a public debate stage with Oli, highlighting the
depth of polarization. [The Kathmandu Post 11] [The
Kathmandu Post 12]

The Jhapa contest has also generated early
reputational friction for Shah. Images of him
campaigning while using a high-value luxury vehicle
circulated widely online, prompting debate over elite
sponsorship and perceived inconsistencies with the
RSP's anti-establishment positioning. [The Kathmandu
Post 13]
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Beyond personalities and symbolic contests, analysts
point to a striking absence of clearly articulated policy
agendas across the political spectrum. Unlike earlier
elections defined by federalism, constitutional reform,
or nationalist mobilization, the current campaign has
largely collapsed into a binary framing of new versus
old and good versus bad. Core issues that animated
the 2025 protest movement, including employment,
economic stagnation, labor migration, governance
reform, and accountability, remain largely absent from
substantive public debate. [The Kathmandu Post 14]
[The Kathmandu Post 15]

Nepal: Election code breaches and legal
challenges expose early strain on March
polls

(Im) Nepal's March 5 parliamentary election has begun
with widespread breaches of the election code of
conduct, raising questions about enforcement and
institutional credibility. On nomination day, leading
candidates—including KP Sharma Oli of the
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)
and Balendra Shah (Balen) of the Rastriya Swatantra
Party—arrived with hundreds of supporters, vehicles,
musical ensembles, and in some cases children,
despite a newly enforced ban on extravagance and
child participation. Similar violations were reported
across parties, including candidates linked to the
Nepali Congress and the Nepali Communist Party.

Despite extensive video evidence circulating publicly,
the Election Commission initially reported receiving
only one formal complaint—prompting criticism from
election observers, who argue that lax, complaint-
driven enforcement has encouraged non-compliance.
The commission has since sought clarification from
Hikmat Kumar Karki, chief minister of Koshi Province,
over allegations that he violated the code by attending
Oli's nomination, an act explicitly barred for sitting
provincial executives. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Parallel to these enforcement concerns, a contempt of
court case has been filed at the Supreme Court against
the government and the Election Commission for
failing to implement long-standing rulings (2014 and
2016) requiring a “right to reject” option on ballots.
With ballots already being printed without such an
option, petitioners argue that voters are again being
denied a constitutionally affirmed mechanism to reject
all candidates. [The Kathmandu Post 3]
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Nepal: Nepali Congress names prime
ministerial candidate amid internal split
ahead of March elections

(Im) Nepal's Nepali Congress, the country's oldest
political party and single-largest party in the dissolved
parliamentary lower house, has named its newly
elected president, Gagan Thapa, as its candidate for
prime minister in the March 5 parliamentary elections.
The decision was taken at the first meeting of the
party’'s central working committee following a special
general convention on January 15 that replaced the
previous leadership. Party officials said the move was
intended to present voters with a clear leadership
choice, following similar announcements by the
Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) and the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP).
[The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The decision comes amid a significant internal power
struggle. Former party president Sher Bahadur Deuba,
a dominant figure in Nepali politics for three decades
and a former prime minister, has opted not to contest
the elections after failing to secure consensus within
the party and amid resistance from the new
leadership. Deuba’s withdrawal ends his uninterrupted
parliamentary career since 1991 and marks a major
generational shift within the Congress. Thapa will
contest the election from the Sarlahi-4 constituency,
moving away from his traditional Kathmandu seat.
[The Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

The leadership transition remains legally and politically
contested. A Deuba-aligned faction has challenged the
Election Commission’s recognition of the Thapa-led
leadership, arguing that the special general convention
was unlawful. On January 20, Nepal's Supreme Court
declined to issue an interim order blocking the Thapa
faction, allowing the party to proceed with
nominations and campaigning while seeking
explanations from the Election Commission and calling
both factions for dialogue. The court’s decision
preserves the status quo during the election period.
[The Kathmandu Post 5]

Internally, Thapa has acknowledged shortcomings in
candidate selection, citing severe time constraints, and
pledged to reform the process after the elections by
introducing grassroots voting. The party has also
begun forming election mobilization and manifesto-
drafting committees as it enters the campaign.
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Nepal: Ministers quit interim government
to contest elections

(Im) Several ministers in Nepal's interim government
have resigned to run in the March 5 parliamentary
elections, raising questions about the credibility and
mandate of the post-protest administration formed
after the September 2025 Gen Z-led uprising.

The government, led by former chief justice Sushila
Karki and established on September 12 was intended
as a non-partisan, technocratic cabinet tasked
primarily with stabilizing the situation after mass
protests and overseeing snap elections. It initially
comprised fifteen ministers selected largely for
professional credentials rather than party affiliation.

Within weeks of the campaign period opening, four
ministers stepped down to contest elections, reducing
the cabinet to eleven members. Those who resigned
include the ministers responsible for energy, youth
and sports, education, and information and
communication technology. All subsequently filed
nominations, several with backing from the Rastriya
Swatantra Party, a political force seeking to convert
protest-era mobilization into parliamentary
representation.

Critics, including former senior civil servants and
figures associated with the Gen Z movement, argue
that the resignations amount to a breach of public
trust. They contend that ministers who intended to
enter electoral politics should not have joined an
election-focused interim government in the first place,
particularly given the impact of their departures on
day-to-day governance during a sensitive pre-election
period. Comparisons have been drawn to earlier
caretaker governments, where ministers completed
their mandates without seeking electoral office.

One of the resigning ministers, Mahabir Pun, stepped
down from the education portfolio and filed as an
independent candidate from Myagdi. He stated that he
resigned to focus fully on campaigning and
symbolically handed over national and international
awards he had received to the ministry, citing his
continued efforts to fund innovation and agricultural
initiatives.

The prime minister had earlier indicated that her
ministers would not contest elections, though her
office has since argued that resignations to run have
helped clarify the electoral environment amid earlier
uncertainty over whether polls would proceed. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]
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Nepal: Supreme Court denies interim
relief as Election Commission bars
convicted 2015 protest-violence figure
from parliamentary race

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has refused to issue an
interim order reinstating the candidacy of Reshamlal
Chaudhary for the March 5 House of Representatives
by-election in Kailali-1, leaving in force an earlier
decision of the Election Commission of Nepal to
disqualify him. A single bench directed the Commission
to submit a written response and scheduled further
proceedings, but declined immediate relief, effectively
excluding Chaudhary from the ballot. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

The Election Commission cancelled the nomination on
the ground that Chaudhary remains legally ineligible
due to a standing criminal conviction stemming from
the Tikapur killings of August 2015—a violent episode
during protests against Nepal's new provincial
boundary arrangements in western Nepal, in which
eight police officers and a child were killed. Chaudhary
was convicted at district, high, and Supreme Court
levels, with the life sentence upheld in May 2023.
Although a subsequent presidential clemency
commuted the remainder of his sentence, election
authorities maintain that clemency reduces
punishment but does not annul the conviction, which
continues to trigger statutory disqualification under
election law and the Criminal Code. The Commission
also cited precedent from the 2022 parliamentary
elections, when his candidacy was similarly rejected.
[The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Chaudhary's main writ petition challenging the
disqualification remains pending before the Supreme
Court. Separately, a petition contesting the legality of
the presidential clemency itself is also under judicial
review. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

The legal dispute unfolds against a backdrop of
growing frustration among Tharu voters, particularly in
the Tikapur area, where expectations that identity-
based mobilization would translate into sustained
political gains have increasingly gone unmet. The
Nagarik Unmukti Party initially rose to prominence by
channeling sympathy for Chaudhary during his
imprisonment and framing the Tikapur case as
emblematic of state injustice toward Tharus. However,
subsequent leadership splits, including rifts within
Chaudhary's own family and defections to other
parties, have weakened the party’s cohesion.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-mj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-mj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-mt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-mi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-md/

Local voters and civil society figures now argue that
elite infighting and tactical realignments have
overshadowed unresolved material concerns such as
access to affordable fertilizer and seeds, fair crop
prices, and employment opportunities. While Tharu
voters remain numerically influential in constituencies
such as Kailali-1, many express skepticism toward
parties that campaign on identity and grievance but fail
to deliver concrete policy outcomes once elected. [The
Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal: Major communist party expels
leaders over rebel candidacies ahead of
March elections

(Im) The Nepali Communist Party—a major left-wing
political force formed last year through the merger of
Maoist and communist factions—has expelled seven
senior figures for defying official candidate selections
ahead of the March 5 parliamentary elections. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Court orders senior opposition
leader to post bail in cooperative fraud
case

(Im) A district court in Parsa has ordered Rabi
Lamichhane, chair of the Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP)—a relatively new political party seeking to align
itself with anti-establishment currents that gained
momentum during the mass protests of late
September 2025, which ultimately led to the
dissolution of Parliament—to deposit NPR 10 million
(approximately USD 75,000) as bail in a cooperative
fund misappropriation case.

The order was issued on January twenty, 2026,
following a detention hearing linked to alleged financial
irregularities at the Sano Paila Savings and Credit
Cooperative in Birgunj, southern Nepal. Prosecutors
allege that more than NPR 115 million (approximately
USD 860,000) was misappropriated. Lamichhane has
been charged with cooperative fraud and organized
crime under Nepal's Organised Crime Prevention Act,
2013, alongside twenty-nine other defendants. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cabinet extends mandate of high-
level investigation commission by 20 days
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(Im) Nepal's cabinet on January 22 extended by 20 days
the mandate of a high-level investigation commission
tasked with reporting on the September 8-9 Gen Z
protests, a major political crisis last year that toppled
the government amid violent clashes between
demonstrators and state forces. [The Kathmandu Post]

The commission was established on September 21
with an initial three-month mandate to investigate the
causes, security responses, and chain of events
associated with the protests and the resulting political
transition. Its term had previously been extended by
one month, during which it recorded statements from
senior officials and security personnel linked to the
crisis.

Nepal: UN review of human rights record
acknowledges legal progress but flags
implementation and accountability gaps

(Im) More than 100 countries reviewed Nepal's human
rights record under the fourth cycle of the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) at the UN Human Rights Council,
acknowledging progress since 2021 while pressing
Kathmandu to address persistent structural and
accountability shortcomings.

A total of 103 states issued recommendations, urging
Nepal to eliminate legal and constitutional
discrimination—particularly in citizenship law—
strengthen protections for women, children, Dalits,
persons with disabilities, and sexual minorities, and
bring its stalled transitional justice process fully into
line with international human rights standards. Ending
caste-based discrimination and harmful practices such
as child marriage featured prominently.

Nepal reported that it had implemented most of the
196 recommendations it accepted during the previous
review cycle in 2021, particularly in terms of legislative
adoption. However, participating states and civil-
society representatives stressed that enforcement and
practical implementation remain uneven, especially in
transitional justice, victim protection, and equality
before the law.

Several countries, including Czechia, Germany, and
Norway, called for greater independence and
credibility of transitional justice mechanisms, warning
that recent legal steps would fall short unless aligned
with international humanitarian and human rights law.
Others urged Nepal to ratify key international treaties,
including the Convention on Enforced Disappearances
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and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court.

Concerns were also raised about the functioning of
constitutional bodies, with recommendations to
ensure the National Human Rights Commission
complies with the Paris Principles and is adequately
resourced. Additional recommendations covered
access to education, safe drinking water, healthcare,
and the elimination of child labor.

The Human Rights Council will adopt the final set of
recommendations later this year, with implementation
expected ahead of Nepal's next review in 2030. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Land dispute Kkills one, protests
block East-West Highway

(Im) A land dispute in Siraha district in southeastern
Nepal has left one man dead and triggered protests
that have blocked the East-West Highway, the
country’s main arterial road linking eastern and
western regions. The incident occurred on January 25
afternoon in Karjanha Municipality, an area where
landless families have lived for decades on
government-owned land. The case has drawn attention
to long-running disputes over informal settlements on
public land in Nepal's southern plains, where unclear
land tenure, slow adjudication, and weak enforcement
of court orders have repeatedly led to localized
violence and disruption of critical infrastructure. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Davos outreach underlines
military’s expanded role in economic
governance

(Im) At the World Economic Forum in Davos, Pakistan
used a series of coordinated engagements to project
economic stabilization under an International
Monetary Fund (IMF) program and to attract foreign
investment in priority sectors.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif highlighted reforms
undertaken under Pakistan’'s USD 7 billion IMF
stabilization program, approved in September 2024,
including the removal of energy and food subsidies,
privatization of loss-making state-owned enterprises,
and expansion of the tax base. Officials cited declining
inflation, easing policy rates, and improving external
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accounts as evidence of macroeconomic stabilization,
while framing export-led growth as the government’s
central objective. [Arab News 1]

Sharif and Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
promoted cooperation in minerals, information
technology, artificial intelligence, digital payments, and
energy. Aurangzeb held separate meetings with Visa
on digital payments and financial inclusion, with the
Asian Development Bank on energy-sector reform,
capital-market access, and privatization, and with Gulf
finance officials on long-term investment. He also
outlined plans to outsource operations at Islamabad,
Karachi, and Lahore airports to attract private capital
and improve efficiency. [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]
[Arab News 4]

Engagements with the IMF focused on reform
implementation rather than new financing. IMF
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva publicly
described Pakistan's “strong program implementation”
as anchoring stability and rebuilding confidence, while
Pakistani officials reiterated commitments to fiscal
discipline, revenue mobilization, and sustainable
growth. The reform narrative was reinforced by Fitch
Ratings, which affirmed Pakistan’s sovereign rating at
B- and assigned a RR4 recovery rating, indicating
average recovery prospects in a default scenario. Fitch
warned that future upgrades depend on sustained
debt reduction and foreign-exchange reserve recovery,
while setbacks could trigger renewed pressure. [Arab
News 5] [Arab News 6]

The economic messaging was accompanied by an
unusual political signal: Pakistan’s serving army chief,
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, attended Davos
alongside the prime minister and met senior officials
from the United States, Saudi Arabia, and Azerbaijan.
Serving army chiefs rarely appear at Davos, and his
presence highlighted the military’s expanded role in
economic governance through the Special Investment
Facilitation Council, a civil-military platform tasked
with fast-tracking foreign investment in sectors
including minerals, energy, agriculture, and
technology. [Arab News 7]

Pakistan: Rising militant violence,
counterterrorism operations, and
disputed civilian movements in Tirah
Valley

(Im) Pakistan has experienced a convergence of
militant attacks, security operations, and politically
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contested civilian movements in recent days,
particularly in its western regions bordering
Afghanistan and Iran. The developments reflect a
deteriorating security environment alongside growing
coordination tensions between the federal
government and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provincial
administration.

In Balochistan, Pakistan’s military said security forces
killed three militants, including a local commander,
during an intelligence-based operation in Panjgur
district. Weapons, ammunition, and explosives were
recovered, and follow-up search and sanitization
operations were launched. The military described the
militants as Indian-sponsored, a claim India denies.
Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province by land area
and rich in natural resources, has long faced a low-
intensity insurgency by separatist armed groups
seeking greater autonomy or independence. [Arab
News 1]

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, which borders
Afghanistan, multiple violent incidents were reported.
In Dera Ismail Khan, a suicide bomber detonated
explosives at a wedding ceremony held at the home of
a pro-government community leader affiliated with a
local peace committee, killing at least five people and
injuring others. Peace committees are informal,
community-based groups that cooperate with security
forces by reporting militant activity and maintaining
local order, which has made their members frequent
targets. No group claimed responsibility, though
suspicion has focused on the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan, an Islamist militant organization allied with
the Afghan Taliban and responsible for a large share of
recent attacks in the region. [Arab News 2] [Arab News
3]

Separately, police in Bannu district said they killed two
TTP militants during a gunbattle after an ambush on a
patrol vehicle. Weapons were recovered, and search
operations were launched to pursue any remaining
suspects. Officials said attacks on police and security
installations in the district have increased, reflecting
broader security pressures across KP amid a
resurgence of militant activity since 2021. [Arab News
4]

At the same time, a separate but related controversy
has emerged over civilian movements from the Tirah
Valley, a remote mountainous area of KP near the
Afghan border. Tirah has long been affected by
militancy, limited state presence, and repeated military
operations. In recent weeks, hundreds of residents
began leaving their homes ahead of a planned security
operation aimed at dismantling militant networks -
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including factions linked to the TTP and Islamic State-
Khorasan - active in the area.

According to local officials and residents, the
evacuation plan was developed over several weeks
through consultations involving local tribal jirgas,
district administrators, and security officials, with an
initial target to complete movement by January 25 and
allow residents to return by April 2026. However, the
evacuation process became contentious after
residents were left exposed to harsh winter conditions,
including snowstorms, inadequate shelter, and traffic
bottlenecks at security checkpoints. At least two
children were reported killed in travel-related incidents
during the movement.

As conditions worsened, district authorities
temporarily halted further evacuations due to severe
weather, while rescue teams assisted families stranded
in snowbound areas. [Al Jazeera] [RFERL]

The federal government has denied that the army
ordered a forced depopulation of Tirah Valley. Officials
insist that any civilian movement was voluntary, driven
by local security concerns and jirga deliberations
rather than military directives. They cited a December
26 notification by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Relief,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Department allocating
PKR 4 billion (USD 14.24 million) to support anticipated
temporary and voluntary population movement from
specific localities.

The KP provincial government, led by the opposition
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party of jailed ex-prime
minister Imran Khan, has disputed this
characterization. Provincial officials say they were not
fully taken into confidence regarding the timing and
scope of the planned operation and argue that
residents left under pressure created by the
impending military action. The provincial
administration has acknowledged setting up
registration camps in areas near Peshawar to
document displaced families and facilitate relief, while
criticizing the federal government’s handling of the
situation. [Arab News 5] [DAWN]

Pakistan: Lawyer couple sentenced to 17
years under cybercrime law

(Im) A Pakistani court on January 24 sentenced
prominent human rights lawyer Imaan Mazari-Hazir
and her husband, fellow lawyer Hadi Ali Chattha, to a
combined 17 years in prison over social media posts
deemed anti-state, in a case that has intensified
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scrutiny of Pakistan’s cybercrime laws and their use
against political dissent.

According to court orders cited by Reuters, the couple
were convicted on three counts under Pakistan's
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA), receiving
prison terms of five, ten, and two years, to run
concurrently. The charges relate to posts made
between 2021 and 2025 on the social media platform
X, which the court said promoted an anti-state
narrative, furthered the agenda of militant groups, and
portrayed the military as involved in terrorism. The
court held that the prosecution had proven its case.
The defendants denied the allegations and argued they
were being targeted for their criticism of enforced
disappearances and alleged abuses by security
agencies, accusations the military denies.

The case progressed rapidly. The couple were arrested
in Islamabad while travelling to court for a related
hearing and were initially placed in judicial custody
after an anti-terrorism court declined a police request
for physical remand, ruling that extended detention for
investigation was unnecessary. A subsequent district
and sessions court convicted them under multiple
provisions of PECA, distinguishing between permissible
criticism and speech that, in its view, undermined
confidence in core state institutions. They were
acquitted of a separate hate-speech charge but also
received financial penalties.

The sentencing prompted immediate reactions from
Pakistan's legal community and civil society. Bar
associations, including the Islamabad High Court Bar
Association, announced strikes and protests, arguing
that due-process guarantees were violated and that
the defense was not given a full opportunity to be
heard. The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan also
organized demonstrations, warning that the case
reflects a narrowing space for lawful dissent and
professional advocacy. Government representatives
have rejected this characterization, stating that the
courts are enforcing existing law and that limits on
expression apply to all.

Mazari-Hazir is widely known for representing victims
in politically sensitive cases, including alleged enforced
disappearances and abuses by security agencies.
Supporters argue that her prosecution reflects a
broader pattern in which cybercrime and anti-terror
laws are increasingly used to deter criticism of
powerful state actors. The government rejects this
interpretation, insisting that the courts are simply
enforcing existing law and that no one is above legal
limits on expression. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]
[Arab News 3] [Reuters]
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Pakistan: Balochistan announces new
detention rules amid enforced
disappearance concerns

The Balochistan provincial government has approved a
new legal framework to address the long-running issue
of missing persons, a central human rights concern in
the province for decades. Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said the measures, approved by the provincial
cabinet on January 20, would require suspects to be
questioned at designated centers under formal police
oversight, with families granted access to detainees.

The cabinet adopted the Balochistan Prevention,
Detention and De-radicalization Rules, alongside
amendments to the province's witness protection law.
Provincial officials say the changes are intended to
replace informal or opaque detention practices with
defined legal procedures, strengthen terrorism-related
prosecutions, and improve protection for
complainants and witnesses. [Arab News]

Enforced disappearances have been a persistent and
politically explosive issue in Balochistan, where families
and rights groups have long accused security agencies
of secretly detaining individuals during
counterinsurgency operations. The state has
consistently denied systematic involvement, arguing
that many missing persons joined militant groups or
left the country. The issue has triggered repeated
protests, sit-ins, and long marches, and has drawn
scrutiny from international human rights organizations
and United Nations bodies.

Pakistan: Authorities arrest suspected
human smugglers amid renewed
crackdown on illegal migration

(Im) Pakistani authorities have arrested two suspected
human smugglers in the eastern province of Punjab as
part of a wider crackdown on trafficking networks
following a series of deadly migrant boat disasters
involving Pakistani nationals. According to the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA), the suspects allegedly took
PKR 1.15 million (USD 4,142) from victims by promising
to arrange travel to Oman before going into hiding.
Investigations are ongoing to determine the scope of
their activities and any wider networks involved.

The intensified enforcement effort comes amid
sustained concern over irregular migration by
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Pakistanis, driven largely by economic hardship and
high inflation. Recent incidents underscore the risks:
earlier last week, a humanitarian rescue vessel
recovered several Pakistani nationals among migrants
intercepted off the Libyan coast, while past tragedies
have included large-scale drownings in the
Mediterranean, notably the 2023 shipwreck off Greece
that killed hundreds, including a significant number of
Pakistanis. [Arab News 1]

At the policy level, Islamabad has agreed with
Washington to conduct joint operations against fake
and fraudulent visa networks. The decision was
reached during talks between Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi and the US chargé d'affaires in Islamabad, with
both sides committing to coordinated action under
agreed standard operating procedures. Pakistani
officials said a zero-tolerance approach is now in force
against forged documentation and unauthorized travel
agents, alongside tighter passport security measures
using updated technology.

The interior ministry stated that enforcement steps
have already contributed to a reported 47 percent
decline in illegal migration, while both sides agreed to
expand cooperation in law enforcement coordination
and police training. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Central bank pauses easing
cycle, holds policy rate at 10.5 percent

(Im) Pakistan’s central bank kept its key policy rate
unchanged at 10.5 percent on January 26, defying
market expectations for a further cut. The pause
follows a 50-basis-point reduction in December, which
ended a four-meeting hold, and comes after
cumulative easing of 1,150 basis points since mid-
2024. Policy rates had previously peaked at 22 percent
in 2023. A Reuters poll ahead of the meeting had
expected another 50-basis-point cut, citing slowing
inflation, stronger foreign-exchange reserves, and a
stabilizing rupee.

Official data show consumer price inflation slowed to
5.6 percent year on year in December, with month-on-
month price declines driven by lower perishable food
costs, while non-food inflation remains elevated in
both urban and rural areas.

An International Monetary Fund staff report has
cautioned against premature monetary easing under
Pakistan's USD 7 billion loan program, urging
authorities to remain data-dependent to anchor
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inflation expectations and rebuild external buffers.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: USD 603 million financing
package with Islamic Development Bank
signed

Pakistan and the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)
have signed three loan agreements totaling USD 603
million to finance transport infrastructure and social
development projects. The agreements were finalized
in Islamabad on January twenty, 2026, following talks
between Pakistan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs and an
IsDB delegation.

The largest component is USD 475 million for the M-6
Sukkur-Hyderabad Motorway, a strategic section of
the planned Peshawar-Karachi motorway corridor
linking southern ports with northern Pakistan. A
second agreement covers the Poverty Graduation of
Extremely Poor and Flood-Affected Households
Project, with a total outlay of USD 134.2 million,
including USD 118.4 million from IsDB. A third
agreement provides USD 10 million for an out-of-
school children project in Azad Jammu and Kashmir,
targeting the return of around 60,000 children to
classrooms and training for 4,000 teachers. [Arab
News]

Pakistan: prime minister pushes
gemstone sector as part of export-led
recovery strategy

(Im) Pakistan’s prime minister Shehbaz Sharif on
January 25 called for accelerated development of the
country’s gemstone sector, following the recent
approval of Pakistan's first national policy framework
for gemstones and precious stones. The government
aims to raise annual gemstone exports to USD 1 billion
within five years, from current formal exports of
around USD 5.8 million.

The policy framework seeks to address long-standing
structural constraints in the sector, including weak
certification systems, limited domestic processing
capacity, smuggling, and fragmented regulation across
federal and provincial jurisdictions. Measures include
geological mapping to assess reserves, internationally
accredited laboratories and certification regimes, a
dedicated regulatory authority, and the creation of a
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National Warranty Office and training and research
facilities.

The push comes amid broader efforts to monetize
Pakistan's mineral resources under fiscal pressure and
an International Monetary Fund-backed reform
program, with Islamabad also pursuing foreign
investment and value-added processing partnerships
in the wider mining and minerals sector. [Arab News]

Seychelles: President defends pardons,
security decisions, and expanded
executive control over crime agencies

(Im) President Patrick Herminie has moved to publicly
defend a series of decisions that have drawn mounting
political scrutiny, including the use of presidential
pardons, changes to security arrangements for the
former head of state, and a significant restructuring of
crime-fighting institutions.

On presidential pardons, the president stressed that
clemency is not exercised unilaterally but follows
recommendations by an independent advisory
committee. Recent pardons covered a small number of
cases justified on humanitarian and legal grounds,
including serious medical conditions and concerns
over fair trial standards in the long-running Grand
Anse bombing case. The Grand Anse bombing refers to
a 2021 explosive attack in the Grand Anse district that
killed three people and triggered one of Seychelles’
most sensitive terrorism and national security trials.
The president emphasized that all pardons are
conditional and that any reoffending would trigger an
automatic return to custody.

The issue has intersected with broader debate over
drug policy. While rejecting claims of leniency toward
drug trafficking, the president acknowledged long-
standing weaknesses in rehabilitation and
enforcement capacity. He announced plans to place
the Organised Crime Unit and the Financial Crime
Investigation Unit directly under the Office of the
President, removing them from police control. The
move was justified as necessary to address corruption
risks within law enforcement and to prevent Seychelles
from sliding toward narco-state dynamics.

On marijuana policy, the president said no decision
has been taken on recreational legalization, framing
the issue as one requiring national consultation rather
than executive action. While not excluding a
referendum, he signaled skepticism from a medical
and public health perspective.
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The president also addressed two politically sensitive
security matters. He defended the temporary return of
a foreign national previously deported under the
former administration, citing procedural failures and
an adverse ruling at the African Court after Seychelles
failed to appear. Separately, he rejected claims that the
former president was being politically targeted after
firearms and vehicles were withdrawn from his
security detail. According to the president, the changes
followed identified security breaches and resulted in
responsibility being transferred to military personnel,
aligning with international practice that places former
leaders’ security under state—not personal—control.
[State House, Seychelles]

Sri Lanka: Veteran politician signals
withdrawal from frontline politics as
opposition alliance talks continue

(Im) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe has
publicly stated that he is no longer engaged in active
politics, even as negotiations continue over a possible
alliance between his United National Party (UNP) and
the main opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB).

Wickremesinghe made his remarks on January 23 after
meeting senior Buddhist clergy from the Malwathu and
Asgiriya chapters in Kandy, describing the visit as
religious in nature and declining to elaborate further to
journalists. His statement aligns with comments from
UNP officials indicating that, while he remains
influential, he is unlikely to seek a frontline leadership
role. UNP Deputy General Secretary Harin Fernando
has said Wickremesinghe would more plausibly serve
in an advisory capacity should an alliance move
forward.

At the same time, Wickremesinghe and Sajith
Premadasa, the leader of the SJB and current
opposition leader in parliament, are expected to meet
to decide who would lead a proposed UNP-S|B
alliance. The UNP has proposed the creation of a joint
working committee and is considering a collective
leadership board, while Premadasa has described
recent talks with senior UNP figures as constructive
and expressed optimism about reaching an
agreement. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The talks are significant because they involve Sri
Lanka's two main opposition traditions. The UNP, once
a dominant governing party closely associated with
Wickremesinghe, has been reduced to a marginal
parliamentary force. The SJB, formed by former UNP
members after electoral defeats, has since become the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-ak/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-au/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-fl/

principal opposition bloc. A formal alliance would
reshape opposition politics ahead of future elections
and clarify whether Premadasa consolidates
leadership or whether Wickremesinghe retains behind-
the-scenes influence.

Wickremesinghe remains a central figure in recent Sri
Lankan history. He served multiple terms as prime
minister and was appointed president in July 2022
during the country's severe economic crisis, overseeing
debt restructuring and an International Monetary
Fund-supported stabilization program before leaving
office in 2024. Since then, he has not sought elected
office and has faced renewed scrutiny, including a
2025 arrest and release on bail over alleged misuse of
public funds related to an overseas trip, part of a
broader post-2024 effort to investigate former senior
officials and roll back privileges long enjoyed by ex-
presidents.

Sri Lanka: Education reform dispute
escalates into parliamentary
confrontation and no-confidence threat

(Im) Sri Lanka’s education reform rollout has become a
flashpoint for a broader political confrontation, with
the government accusing the opposition of
deliberately stoking public anxiety while the prime
minister openly challenges critics to test parliamentary
support.

The immediate trigger was controversy surrounding a
Grade Six English module that reportedly contained a
web address linking to inappropriate content,
alongside additional errors identified in printed
teaching materials. Following public criticism,
Amarasuriya and senior education officials met senior
Buddhist clergy in Kandy, presented the disputed
materials for review, and acknowledged that further
corrections were required. The main opposition
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) subsequently began
collecting signatures for a no-confidence motion and a
public petition targeting Amarasuriya in her role as
education minister.

In response, Prime Minister Amarasuriya addressed
Parliament on January 23, dismissing what she
described as political theatrics and inviting the
opposition to formally table the no-confidence motion
if it intends to proceed. She said she was ready to step
down whenever the public decides a change is
necessary and urged critics to engage in substantive
debate on the reforms rather than focusing on isolated
errors. [Daily Mirror 1]
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Senior government figures have accused the
opposition of deliberately amplifying public anxiety.
Transport, Highways and Urban Development Minister
Bimal Rathnayake said misleading claims had unsettled
parents and complicated implementation, stressing
that the reforms themselves are proceeding largely as
planned. He said only a limited technical delay—linked
to the Grade Six English module—had occurred, and
argued that early-stage shortcomings were being
portrayed as systemic failures for political gain. [Daily
Mirror 2]

Deputy Minister of Labour Mahinda Jayasinghe
rejected claims that the reforms were rushed or
improvised, stating that the National People’s Power
(NPP) government inherited curriculum work begun
under previous administrations and revised it to align
with its own policy agenda. He said comprehensive
curriculum development cannot be completed within a
single year and framed the reforms as an effort to
embed long-term priorities such as human resource
development, which he argued were insufficiently
addressed in earlier education plans. [Daily Mirror 3]

Adding to the political tension, opposition local council
member Chamith Wijesundera claimed that the
dispute has exposed internal differences within the
governing NPP, suggesting that some lawmakers align
more closely with President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake’s public posture while others support
Amarasuriya's handling of the reforms. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Election commission registers
five new political parties

(Im) Sri Lanka's National Election Commission has
formally recognized five new political parties that were
registered during 2025, expanding the country’s
already fragmented party landscape ahead of future
electoral cycles. According to the commission, the
newly registered parties are the Socialist Alliance,
People’s Participatory Democratic Front, Malaiyaga
Political Arena, Samaththuva Kadchi, and
Revolutionary Peoples Power. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Escalating political dispute over
pressure on independent institutions

A sharp political dispute has emerged in Sri Lanka over
allegations of interference with independent state
institutions, centering on the judiciary, the Attorney
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General's Department, and broader constitutional
oversight bodies.

The controversy has been driven in large part by
statements from Namal Rajapaksa, a Member of
Parliament and National Organiser of the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna, the party founded by the
Rajapaksa family that governed Sri Lanka from 2019
until its collapse amid the 2022 economic crisis. Namal,
the son of former Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa,
accused the current administration and figures aligned
with the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna of President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake of attempting to intimidate
state institutions through threats, protests, and public
pressure.

Speaking publicly, Rajapaksa warned that efforts to
influence the Attorney General's Department and the
judiciary risk undermining democratic governance and
the rule of law. He alleged selective application of the
law, political pressure on prosecutors and judges, and
tolerance of organized crime networks, framing these
claims as evidence that the government was behaving
as though it were still in opposition rather than
exercising responsibility as the ruling authority. He also
accused the administration of promoting polarization
and of disrespecting religious and institutional normes,
while portraying the SLPP as repositioning itself toward
policy-based politics after electoral setbacks. [Daily
Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The government has rejected claims that it is seeking
to remove or pressure the Attorney General. Justice
Minister Harshana Nanayakkara stated that there have
been no Cabinet discussions regarding impeachment
or dismissal of the Attorney General, stressing that
social media campaigns do not reflect official
government policy. In parallel, Attorney General
Parinda Ranasinghe publicly emphasized that his
decisions are subject to judicial review and that he is
accountable under the law, following a wave of online
criticism directed at his office. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily
Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Senior parliamentary official
suspended

(Im) Sri Lanka's parliament has suspended Chaminda
Kularatne, the Deputy Secretary General of Parliament,
triggering political controversy over procedure,
institutional safeguards, and the handling of
misconduct allegations within the legislature.
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Kularatne was suspended on January 24 by the
parliamentary Staff Advisory Committee following
allegations of sexual harassment involving
parliamentary staff. The issue was raised formally in
parliament by Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa,
who called for a report on the allegations. The Speaker
subsequently assured lawmakers that a report would
be submitted to the relevant committee. However, the
suspension itself was imposed before any publicly
disclosed disciplinary inquiry or formal findings. [Daily
Mirror 1]

The move has drawn criticism from across the political
spectrum. Deputy Minister Anil Jayantha and Chief
Opposition Whip Gayantha Karunatilaka both argued
that an inquiry should have preceded any suspension,
signaling unease even among those not defending
Kularatne personally. Former lawmaker Channa
Jayasumana went further, denouncing the action as a
violation of due process and warning that removing a
senior civil servant without notice or investigation
could undermine the stability and independence of Sri
Lanka's public service. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Parliament approves three civil
society members to Constitutional
Council

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Parliament has approved the
appointment of three non-Members of Parliament to
the Constitutional Council, following a motion moved
by Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya in line with
constitutional procedures. The Constitutional Council is
a key oversight body involved in recommending or
approving appointments to independent commissions
and senior public offices. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government sets two-year
timeline to resolve backlog of enforced
disappearance cases

(Im) Sri Lanka'’s justice minister said the government
aims to complete investigations into roughly 11,000
complaints of missing and disappeared persons within
two years, acknowledging long-standing public
frustration over delays while shifting responsibility for
past inaction to previous administrations.

Speaking on January 24, Justice Minister Harshana
Nanayakkara said the backlog reflects failures under
earlier governments rather than shortcomings of the
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Office on Missing Persons (OMP), the state body
established to investigate disappearances linked to
decades of civil conflict and political violence. He said
funding has been allocated to train 375 OMP officials
and that investigations into around 5,000 cases are
expected to be completed this year. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: National steering committee
reviews progress on eliminating child
labor

(Im) Sri Lanka’s National Steering Committee for the
Elimination of Child Labour convened its first meeting
of 2026 on January 23, signaling continued government
and international engagement on the issue. The
meeting was chaired by the Labour Ministry's top civil
servant and brought together senior officials from the
Department of Labour alongside the International
Labour Organization, which supports Sri Lanka's child
labor elimination framework.

Officials presented an annual progress review covering
enforcement actions and monitoring efforts
undertaken during 2025, alongside updated data on
the national child labor situation. Authorities
highlighted that Sri Lanka continues to record one of
the lowest child labor rates in South Asia, while
acknowledging the need for sustained vigilance to
prevent reversals, particularly in informal and
vulnerable sectors. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Expanding labor unrest strains
health services and heightens risks to
essential utilities

(Im) Sri Lanka is facing a convergence of labor disputes
across key public services, with escalating industrial
action by government doctors now intersecting with
rising tensions in the energy sector. Together, the
disputes are exposing deeper strains in public-sector
management as the country continues its post-crisis
reform efforts.

In the health sector, the Government Medical Officers'
Association (GMOA), the main union representing
state-employed doctors, has moved from a 48-hour
island-wide token strike into continuous trade union
action starting January 26, after accusing the Health
Ministry of failing to implement previously agreed
commitments. These include unresolved issues related
to staffing shortages, hospital facilities, and
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compensation elements such as allowances and
benefits. While doctors remain at work, they are
operating under restrictive measures that significantly
affect service delivery, including refusing to prescribe
medicines unavailable in government hospitals,
declining to recommend laboratory tests that must be
done privately, and withdrawing support from new
hospital units or politically driven clinics lacking
adequate staffing. [Daily Mirror 1]

The government has rejected the strike as unjustified,
while the Health Minister has acknowledged systemic
weaknesses in doctor deployment and announced that
long-delayed annual transfers—Ilargely stalled since
2013—will resume from early February to address
chronic shortages in provincial hospitals. [Daily Mirror
2]

In parallel, tensions intensified in the energy sector.
While the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) said its
restructuring—aimed at meeting future electricity
demand and supporting national development—has
entered its final stage after extensive consultations
with employees and unions, trade unions warned of
immediate strike action and potential nationwide
blackouts. The warnings center on plans to dissolve the
CEB and replace it with six state-owned subsidiaries,
with unions citing unresolved concerns over job
security and employment conditions. [Daily Mirror 3]
[Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Post-Cyclone Ditwah recovery
fund surpasses USD 28.9 million as relief
payments reach millions

Sri Lanka's post-cyclone recovery financing has
expanded rapidly, with the government's Rebuilding Sri
Lanka Fund surpassing LKR 8.5 billion (approximately
USD 28.9 million) in domestic contributions from
businesses and the public following Cyclone Ditwah.

International assistance has also increased, with
foreign donations exceeding USD 9.49 million, adding a
substantial external funding layer. The United States is
the single largest foreign contributor, providing more
than LKR 1 billion (around USD 3.4 million), while
Australia, China, the United Kingdom, Germany,
Canada, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Bhutan, Italy, and South Korea are among the leading
donors. In total, 47 countries have contributed to Sri
Lanka’s rebuilding efforts.

Alongside fundraising, the government has begun
large-scale cash disbursements to affected
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households. Authorities have paid an initial relief grant
of LKR 25,000 (about USD 85) to more than 4.22 million
individuals. A separate LKR 50,000 grant (around USD
170) intended for replacing kitchen equipment has
reached just over 100,000 beneficiaries, while a LKR
15,000 allowance (approximately USD 51) for student
stationery has been disbursed to nearly 137,000
students. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Eastern Container Terminal
Phase Il begins operations as private
terminal sets the pace at Colombo port

(Im) Sri Lanka has brought Phase Il of the state-run
Eastern Container Terminal (ECT) at the Port of
Colombo into operation, expanding quay capacity even
as comparisons with a fast-scaling private rival sharpen
debate over port efficiency and investment strategy.

With Phase Il now active, around 1,090 meters of the
ECT's planned 1,300-meter quay have been completed,
enabling the terminal to berth up to three container
vessels at once. The Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
said the ECT handled just over 500,000 twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEUs) in 2025 and is targeting
throughput of more than 1.5 million TEUs in 2026 once
construction and systems integration are finalized. The
expansion is intended to reinforce Colombo's role as a
major transshipment hub for South Asia and the East-
West shipping corridor.

However, industry representatives and trade unions
caution that the terminal may not yet be fully ready for
sustained three-ship operations. While quay
construction is largely complete, the container yard
remains under development, limiting space and
operational flexibility. Of the 12 ship-to-shore cranes
installed, only nine are currently in service, and yard
equipment is below optimal levels. Shipping sector
sources warn that pushing capacity too quickly could
depress productivity until all infrastructure and
handling systems are fully operational. [Daily Mirror 1]
[Daily Mirror 2]

These concerns have gained sharper context from the
performance of the privately operated Colombo West
International Terminal (CWIT), run by an Adani Group-
John Keells Holdings consortium. CWIT, which only
began operations in April 2025, handled 717,226 TEUs
by the end of the year and has already reached about
90 percent utilization of its Phase | capacity of 1.6
million TEUs. By contrast, the SLPA-managed ECT,
despite its strategic importance, lagged behind in
volume during the same period.
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The divergence has reignited debate over whether the
fully state-managed model for ECT can match the
speed and efficiency of private operators. While the
SLPA has emphasized that ECT's third berth and
ongoing construction will close the gap, private sector
executives have openly suggested that the terminal’s
slower ramp-up highlights an opportunity for private
investment. This comes as the SLPA’s broader cluster
of terminals recorded a year-on-year volume
contraction in 2025, even as CWIT added significant
new capacity to the port. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: IFC commits USD 166 million to
support private sector recovery and SME
financing

(Im) The International Finance Corporation (IFC), the
private-sector arm of the World Bank Group, has
committed USD 166 million to support Sri Lanka’s
private sector as the country moves from economic
stabilization toward sustainable recovery and growth.
The financing package focuses on small and medium-
sized enterprises, which account for more than 75
percent of businesses and around 45 percent of
employment but continue to face acute credit
constraints after the country’s multi-year economic
crisis starting in 2019. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Renewable energy curtailments
trigger major losses while flagship wind
project faces legal and environmental
challenges

(Im) Sri Lanka's renewable energy sector is facing
mounting financial, legal, and environmental
pressures, as industry groups warn of large economic
losses from grid curtailments while conservationists
challenge the legality of a flagship wind power project.

The Grid Connected Solar Power Association says the
Ceylon Electricity Board has been arbitrarily curtailing
output from large renewable energy plants since
February 2025, initially on weekends and public
holidays and more recently on weekdays as well, citing
excess solar generation. The industry estimates losses
of around four million electricity units per day and an
overall revenue loss approaching LKR 2 billion,
equivalent to roughly USD 6 million. Plant operators
report income declines of about 15 percent and argue
that the shutdowns violate power purchase
agreements, under which renewable plants are
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classified as “must run” and paid only when
dispatched. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, serious environmental and legal
concerns have been raised over the newly
commissioned wind power project on Mannar Island.
The Wildlife and Nature Protection Society of Sri Lanka
has warned that the project was developed without
mandatory approvals under national environmental
and coastal protection laws, despite the island's
location within the Central Asian Flyway, a globally
critical migratory bird corridor and a designated
biodiversity hotspot. The group says turbines have
been installed in zones identified by expert studies as
posing very high risks to bird populations and has also
flagged increased flood vulnerability and negative
impacts on local fishing communities. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Drug crackdown intensifies as
prisons overflow and gun violence rises

(Im) Sri Lanka's sweeping anti-narcotics drive has
accelerated sharply, with authorities reporting more
than 77,000 arrests since the launch of the Ratama
Ekata campaign in October 2025, even as prisons
operate at roughly 300 percent of capacity and gun
violence linked to organized crime escalates.

Police say island-wide operations have involved more
than 77,800 raids, seizing large quantities of heroin,
crystal methamphetamine (“Ice”), cannabis, cocaine,
and other drugs, destroying millions of cannabis
plants, and opening asset probes against suspects
connected to drug networks. Police data indicate that
2025 marked the largest drug seizures on record, with
more than 23,600 kilograms of narcotics confiscated—
about triple the 2024 total—alongside stepped-up
international cooperation to apprehend traffickers
abroad and issue red notices. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily
Mirror 2]

Justice and National Integration Minister Harshana
Nanayakkara told Parliament that around 700 people
are now arrested daily for drug-related offences, a
pace that has overwhelmed detention facilities. Of an
estimated 37,000-38,000 inmates nationwide, roughly
27,000 are remand prisoners—many held on drug
charges—prompting discussion of a bail fund to
release detainees jailed solely for failing to meet bail
conditions. [Daily Mirror 3]

At the same time, firearm violence intensified:
authorities recorded 114 shooting incidents in 2025,
leaving 60 dead and 57 injured, with over two-thirds of
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cases tied to organized crime and drug rivalries.
Seizures of illegal weapons, including assault rifles and
handguns, also rose sharply. [Daily Mirror 4]

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan police arrested 318 individuals
for cyber-related offences in 2025, as more than 2,000
cybercrime complaints were recorded nationwide,
underscoring a steady expansion of digital crime
alongside broader law enforcement pressures. Police
said the cases span multiple forms of online fraud and
abuse, reflecting increased exploitation of digital
platforms as internet access widens. [Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: Army vacates Sulipuram camp
as long-standing military sites are
returned to civilian use

(Im) The Sri Lanka Army has fully vacated the
Sulipuram Army Camp, also known as Chulipuram,
ending more than three decades of military presence
at the site in Sri Lanka’s northern Jaffna district. Troops
withdrew late on January 24 and were relocated to a
nearby facility, formally closing a camp that had been
established in the early 1990s at the height of the civil
war.

The withdrawal forms part of a broader, centrally
directed restructuring policy initiated in late 2024,
under which selected long-standing military
installations in the Northern Province are being
disbanded and the land returned to original civilian
owners. Katkolam Army Camp in the north was
disbanded in November 2024, while land occupied
since 1990 by the Karaitivu Army Camp in eastern
Amparai district was returned to local authorities in
October 2025 after 35 years of military use. [Daily
Mirror]
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Brunei: Inflation remains in deflationary
territory in 2025

(dqgl) Brunei's inflation rate in 2025 fell by 0.3 percent a
slightly smaller decline than the 0.4 percent decrease
recorded in 2024. The overall easing was driven by
modest price drops in both food and non-food
categories. Food prices declined mainly due to cheaper
meat, dairy and vegetables, while non-food prices fell
on lower costs for transport, recreation and
miscellaneous services, partly offset by increases in
restaurants, education, and clothing.

In December 2025, consumer prices were 0.7 percent
lower year on year, led by a sharp fall in non-food
prices such as transport, clothing and recreation, while
food prices rose on higher costs for seafood, fruit and
beverages like coffee and tea. On a month-on-month
basis, the Consumer Price Index increased 0.3 percent
in December, reflecting short-term rises in food items
and transport-related costs. [Asia News Network]

Cambodia: Information ministry to draft
law targeting fake news, online
misinformation

(dqgl) Ministry of Information is preparing a new law
aimed at suppressing fake news, part of a broader
slate of legal reforms the government plans to
introduce this year. Officials say the measure is
intended to address the growing spread of misleading
or false information online and in media, and it is
being developed alongside revisions to the Press Law
and the long-pending Access to Information law.

The proposed law comes amid heightened concerns
inside Cambodia about the role of misinformation,
particularly linked to ongoing border tensions with
Thailand, where authorities have publicly urged people
not to share unverified social media content that could
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fuel disinformation and affect national morale. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: Appeal court upholds jail
sentence for former student leader over
land protest incitement

(dqgl) The Phnom Penh Appeal Court has upheld the
four-year prison sentence of Keut Saray, former head
of the Khmer Students Intelligent League Association,
for incitement linked to a violent land protest in Preah
Vihear province in 2024.

The court ruled that the original conviction and fine
were lawful, rejecting his appeal. Saray was found to
have encouraged villagers involved in a land dispute to
rise against provincial authorities and the government,
contributing to unrest during protests that authorities
said involved illegal squatters. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Government unveils national
roadmap to curb plastic waste

(dqgl) The Ministry of Environment has launched a
national “Plastic Action Roadmap” to reduce reliance
on single-use plastics and cut down plastic pollution.

This initiative is part of the government'’s broader
transition toward a circular economy — where
materials are reused, recycled, and kept out of the
environment instead of being discarded. The roadmap
is designed to align with Cambodia’s existing Circular
Strategy on Environment (2023-28) and will involve
new regulations, stronger waste infrastructure, public
campaigns and cooperation with private and
international partners.

Key goals include significantly lowering plastic waste,
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and stimulating
sustainable economic opportunities as the country
modernizes its environmental governance. [Khmer
Times]

Indonesia: Parliament Suspends Plan to
Change Regional Election System

(jn/ms) Indonesia’s parliament has suspended its plan
to overhaul the system for regional elections, keeping
direct voting in place for governors, regents, and
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mayors amid strong public resistance and political
pushback.

Lawmakers confirmed that proposals to replace direct
local elections with appointments by regional
legislative councils (DPRD) have been removed from
the House of Representatives’ current list of priority
bills. The idea, backed by some members of President
Prabowo Subianto’s ruling coalition, was framed as a
way to strengthen oversight, reduce campaign costs,
and curb vote-buying. Critics, however, warned it
would weaken democratic accountability and revive
practices associated with the New Order era under
former president Suharto.

The decision follows days of public debate and
reassurances from both the government and
parliament that Indonesia’s core democratic
mechanisms remain intact. Senior officials stressed
that revisions planned for the 2026 election laws are
focused on technical adjustments and alignment with
recent Constitutional Court rulings, not on dismantling
direct elections at the national level. Direct presidential
and vice-presidential elections will remain unchanged.

Public opposition played a decisive role. A recent
nationwide survey by Lingkaran Survei Indonesia
found that more than two-thirds of respondents
oppose ending direct regional elections, with
resistance cutting across regions, age groups, and
income levels. Civil society groups and analysts argued
that indirect elections would shift political bargaining
behind closed doors and consolidate power among
party elites.

Parliamentary sources emphasized that the
suspension is not a permanent rejection. Lawmakers
left open the possibility of further consultations and
future revisions, but confirmed that existing electoral
rules will govern upcoming regional polls.

Indonesia: Police reform debate reopens
after court rulings and government
pushback

(ms) Indonesia’s police oversight framework has come
under renewed scrutiny as President Prabowo
Subianto’s newly formed police reform commission
weighs proposals to place the National Police under a
civilian ministry, even as the government moves to
reinterpret Constitutional Court rulings that restrict
police involvement in civilian governance.



The debate resurfaced this week after commission
members confirmed that structural options, including
transferring the police from direct presidential control
to a ministry, are being discussed as part of a broader
review of accountability and institutional reform.
Officials stressed that the discussions remain
exploratory and that no decisions have been taken.

At the same time, the government is drafting
regulations that would allow police officers to occupy
certain civilian posts, despite a Constitutional Court
ruling issued in November that barred active-duty
officers from holding non-policing roles in ministries
and state agencies unless explicitly provided for by law.

The court’s November decisions marked a turning
point in police governance. In one ruling, it rejected a
proposal to elevate the national police chief to
ministerial rank, arguing that such a change lacked
constitutional and legal basis. In a second decision, the
court clarified that police officers must resign or retire
before assuming civilian government positions,
effectively dismantling a long-standing practice that
expanded significantly in recent years.

Under former president Joko Widodo, thousands of
police officers were appointed to civilian roles across
ministries, regulatory agencies, and regional
governments. Rights groups welcomed the court’s
intervention as a step toward reinforcing professional
boundaries and civilian oversight.

However, Coordinating Minister for Law, Human
Rights, Immigration and Correctional Services Yusril
Ihza Mahendra said last week that the government
considers certain police appointments to civilian
institutions still legally valid and is preparing a
regulation to define which posts may be filled by
serving officers. The regulation is expected to be
finalized by the end of January.

Momentum for reform intensified after nationwide
protests in August 2025, triggered by the death of an
online motorcycle taxi driver during a demonstration
involving a police vehicle in Jakarta. The unrest
prompted President Prabowo to establish the police
reform commission in November to review use of
force, accountability mechanisms, and the relationship
between policing and politics.

The current discussions take place nearly three
decades after Indonesia’s 1998 reform movement
separated the police from the military and placed them
directly under the president to ensure civilian control.
While reform efforts now focus on the police, analysts
note that broader security policies—particularly those



expanding the military’s role in civilian sectors—remain
unchanged. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: New Political Parties Enter
Crowded Field Ahead of 2029 Elections

Two newly declared political parties have entered
Indonesia’s already fragmented political landscape,
seeking to position themselves ahead of the 2029
general elections but facing significant structural and
electoral hurdles, analysts say.

The Gema Bangsa (Nation's Echo) Party and the
Gerakan Rakyat (People’'s Movement) Party formally
announced their establishment in mid-January 2026,
just one day apart. Their launches add to a crowded
party system in which voter loyalties are increasingly
dispersed and established parties continue to
dominate parliament and regional politics.

Gema Bangsa, which registered with the Law Ministry
in March 2025 but officially launched on January 18,
2026, has framed itself as an alternative to what it calls
transactional and oligarchic politics. Party leaders say
their platform emphasizes decentralization and
governance reform. The party has also declared early
support for President Prabowo Subianto should he
seek a second term in 2029, aligning itself closely with
the incumbent administration. Party chairman Ahmad
Rofiq said two presidential terms were necessary to
properly assess a leader’s vision and policies.

Gerakan Rakyat, meanwhile, is still in the process of
formal registration and aims to complete the
requirements by February 2026. The party has
attracted attention due to the involvement of former
Jakarta governor Anies Baswedan as an honorary
member, signaling a potential alternative political
alignment ahead of the next election cycle.

Despite their ambitions, political observers note that
new parties face steep barriers, including stringent
registration requirements, the need to establish
verified branch offices across provinces and districts,
and the high financial costs of sustaining nationwide
organizational structures. New entrants must also
compete with long-established parties that enjoy
access to state resources, entrenched patronage
networks and experienced campaign machinery.
Indonesia’s parliamentary threshold, which requires
parties to secure a minimum share of the national vote
to win seats in the legislature, further raises the stakes
for smaller or newer groups. In addition, complex
electoral regulations governing party verification,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-ek/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-eu/

candidate nomination and campaign financing tend to
favor established actors, making it difficult for
newcomers to convert early visibility or elite
endorsements into lasting electoral support.

With the 2029 elections still three years away, both
parties have time to consolidate support. However,
translating early visibility and high-profile associations
into electoral success will require sustained grassroots
organization and clear differentiation in an increasingly
crowded political arena. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Government updates rules for
medical specialists posted in remote
regions

(jn) Indonesia's government has implemented a new
administrative policy that centralizes the payment of
incentives for medical specialists assigned to remote
and underserved regions. Under the revised system,
incentive payments will be transferred directly from
the central government to individual specialists,
replacing the previous mechanism in which funds were
distributed through regional administrations.

The policy provides monthly incentives of up to Rp30
million for eligible specialists and will apply to around
1,500 medical professionals deployed across remote
areas. According to government officials, payments
under the new mechanism are scheduled to begin in
January 2026, following the completion of
administrative verification procedures.

The shift to direct payments is intended to address
delays and inconsistencies that occurred under the
earlier system, where regional governments were
responsible for disbursing funds. Authorities stated
that uneven administrative capacity at the local level
had affected the timeliness of incentive distribution,
prompting the central government to assume a more
direct role in implementation.

The new payment mechanism is carried out under a
presidential regulation issued in August 2025, which
establishes the legal basis for specialist incentives and
related benefits. In addition to financial compensation,
the regulation also covers access to education,
training, and professional development programs for
participating specialists, reflecting a broader
administrative policy adjustment within the existing
governance framework. [Antara News]
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Indonesia: Government shuts down eight
polluting facilities in Greater Jakarta

(ms) Indonesia’s Environment Ministry has ordered the
temporary closure of major emission sources at eight
industrial facilities in Greater Jakarta after inspections
found repeated violations of air quality standards, in a
move aimed at easing chronic pollution in the capital
region.

The enforcement action followed emissions checks
carried out between January 16 and 22 at 40 industrial
sites across North Jakarta, Tangerang, and Bekasi.
Inspectors targeted smokestacks, spray dryers, and
other combustion facilities and reported thick black
smoke at several locations, a sign of poor waste
monitoring and non-compliance with environmental
assessments.

According to suspension notices, the affected facilities
include an agribusiness operation in East Jakarta, a
fast-moving consumer goods producer in North
Jakarta, a manufacturing plant in Tangerang, and a
wood factory, packaging company, and ceramics
producer in Bekasi. Authorities did not publicly
disclose the full corporate identities of the firms,
identifying them only by abbreviated names. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Danantara targets USD 14
billion in investments to support
economic transformation

(jn) Indonesia’s sovereign wealth fund Danantara
Indonesia wants to deploy up to USD 14 billion in
investments over the course of 2026, the fund's chief
investment officer said at the World Economic Forum
in Davos. The capital for the year is expected to come
primarily from dividends generated by the fund's
existing portfolio, building on prior commitments of
around USD 8 billion.

Danantara, formally launched in February 2025 by
presidential mandate, is set to direct about half of its
planned investments into public markets within
Indonesia, while also evaluating opportunities in
international markets including China, India, Japan,
South Korea, and Europe. The fund's investment
strategy covers a mix of public and private market
allocations.

The fund has outlined several priority areas as part of
its mandate to support Indonesia’s economic


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-sy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-sy/

transformation. Chief among these are renewable
energy and energy transition, digital infrastructure,
healthcare, and food security.

Danantara has also secured a BBB credit rating from
Internacional Credit rating agency called Fitch and
established partnerships worth about USD 45 billion
with other sovereign wealth funds, including one with
Qatar’'s sovereign wealth fund.

In addition to investment commitments, Danantara is
preparing a second issuance of its “Patriot” bonds to
support capital deployment, contingent on investor
demand. The fund’s efforts to build credibility and
strengthen governance are aimed at enhancing
confidence among domestic and international
investors. [Reuters] [The Jakarta Post]

Laos: Candidate list for February National
Assembly elections finalized

(ms) The National Election Commission of Laos has
announced the official list of 243 candidates standing
for election to the 10th National Assembly, ahead of
nationwide polls scheduled for February 22, 2026.
Voters will choose 175 lawmakers to serve a five-year
term, an increase from the 164 seats in the current
legislature.

Elections in Laos take place within a one-party system
dominated by the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party
(LPRP), with all candidates vetted and approved by
state-aligned bodies. The National Assembly, the
country’'s supreme state organ, will play a central role
in electing state leaders and approving the next
government cabinet and the National Socio-Economic
Development Plan for 2026-2030.

Election preparations are intensifying, with local
authorities emphasizing voter registration and public
outreach to encourage participation ahead of the vote.
The current assembly’s term ends in March, and the
new legislature will assume office soon after. [The
Laotian Times]

Laos: Global treaty to protect oceans and
marine biodiversity signed

(ms) Laos has become a signatory to the High Seas
Treaty, the world's first legally binding agreement
aimed at protecting oceans and marine life beyond
national jurisdictions. The treaty entered into force on
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January 17 and focuses on safeguarding international
waters, which account for about two-thirds of the
world’s oceans.

The agreement establishes a global framework for
conserving marine biodiversity in areas beyond
national borders and promotes the sustainable use of
ocean ecosystems increasingly threatened by climate
change, pollution, and overexploitation. Signatory
countries commit to cooperating on ocean science,
creating marine protected areas, and regulating
activities such as fishing, shipping, and deep-sea
mining.

By signing the treaty, Laos joins 82 other countries
supporting stronger global ocean governance. Major
economies including China, Germany, Japan, France,
and Brazil have also ratified the agreement, while the
United States, India, and Russia have yet to do so. [The
Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Leadership disputes stall
opposition coalition’s plans for new
councils

(dqgl) Malaysia's opposition coalition Perikatan Nasional
(PN) has yet to finalize plans for an executive council or
amendments clarifying the powers of its presidential
council, amid internal disagreement.

While leader of the Malaysian Islamic Party (Parti Islam
Se-Malaysia, PAS) and the Malaysian United Indigenous
Party (Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia, Bersatu) — the
two major PN component parties — had reportedly
agreed in principle that Bersatu chief Muhyiddin Yassin
would head the presidential council, progress stalled
after a PN Supreme Council meeting was convened
without him.

PAS secretary-general Takiyuddin Hassan said
Muhyiddin was excluded because he had stepped
down as PN chairman (see AiR No. 52, December/2025,
5) but maintained that PAS supports his leadership of
the presidential council.

Disputes over procedure, party representation and
rumors of a separate executive council highlight
lingering factional tensions within the coalition. [Free
Malaysia Today]
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Malaysia: Government moves toward
mandatory disclosure and regulation of
political party financing

(dgl) The government is moving forward with drafting a
political financing bill that would make political party
finances more transparent, including requiring parties
to make their financial reports public. Deputy Law
Minister M. Kulasegaran told Parliament that this
proposal, along with ideas for public funding of parties,
limits on donations and rules on who may donate, has
been shaped through 20 consultation sessions with
government officials, business groups, civil-society
organizations and academics, and will be informed by
a public perception study running through February
2026.

These inputs will help set the policy framework for the
bill before it goes to a parliamentary special committee
for further review.

The renewed push for a political financing law reflects
long-standing concerns about weak regulation of party
funding in Malaysia and was sharpened by public
unease over allegations that former Prime Minister
Najib Razak accepted large political donations into his
personal accounts during the TMDB scandal. [The Edge
Malaysia]

The 1TMDB scandal refers to the large-scale
embezzlement of billions of dollars from Malaysia's
state investment fund, 1Malaysia Development
Berhad, through a complex web of offshore accounts
and shell companies. The case implicated senior
officials, including former prime minister Najib Razak,
and led to criminal convictions at home and major
investigations across several countries.

Malaysia currently does not legally require political
parties to disclose their funding sources and financial
reports publicly. Reporting exists in a limited form only
for candidate campaign expenses and internal audited
accounts required by ROS — but those are not publicly
accessible and do not meaningfully disclose funding
information.

Malaysia: Aboriginal people group
criticizes consultation process on
aboriginal people Act

(tl) A coalition of Orang Asli (aboriginal) organizations
and civil society groups has criticized the government'’s
recent engagement session on proposed amendments
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to the Aboriginal Peoples Act 1954, saying it fell short
of meaningful consultation and did not meet Free,
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) standards.

The January 22 session organized by the Department
of Orang Asli Development (Jakoa) was described as a
question-and-answer forum, with key decisions
appearing to have been made in advance. Jakoa is a
federal government agency responsible for the
welfare, development, and protection of the Orang
Asli, the Indigenous peoples of Peninsular (West)
Malaysia.

The groups warned that the proposed amendments
would strengthen Jakoa’s administrative authority
while offering no clear mechanisms for Orang Asli
communities to influence decisions affecting their land
and governance. The coalition also highlighted the
absence of provisions addressing customary land and
territorial rights, despite these issues being a primary
driver for reform. They rejected claims that Orang Asli
live on state land, citing court rulings that recognize
customary land rights under Malaysian common law.

Endorsed by 15 Orang Asli organizations, the
statement urged the government to release the full
draft Bill and pause the amendment process until land
rights and community participation are properly
addressed. They also proposed their own
memorandum of demands and an alternative draft Bill
aligning with the local case law and international
Indigenous rights standards. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Al Governance Bill to impose
duty of care on developers and users

(tl) The government is currently drafting the Artificial
Intelligence (Al) Governance Bill that will introduce a
legal duty of care for parties developing and deploying
Al systems. The bill aims to manage risks and harm by
assigning clear and transparent responsibilities
throughout Al lifecycle, with accountability scaled up to
system’s risk level. Key legal issues such as intent, legal
capacity and reasonable causes are being studied,
drawing from international standards and
stakeholders' engagement.

Existing laws will continue to address Al-related harm,
while the new law will strengthen overall Al
governance, with the focus on human rights and rule
of law.

The National Al Office (NAIO) has set up seven multi-
sector working groups, involving 170 experts to
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support inclusive and ethical Al development. [Malay
Mail]

Malaysia: Government to set minimum
age of 16 for social media use

(dqgl) The government plans to enforce a minimum age
of 16 for social media users as early as July 2026 under
the Online Safety Act (OnSA) to help shield children
and teens from harmful content and exploitation. The
government is currently testing age-verification
methods with social platforms in a regulatory
“sandbox” to find the most effective approach before
full rollout.

Officials aim for all major platforms to have age checks
in place by the end of June 2026. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Authorities report 135 LGBT-
related arrests since 2022 under religious
laws

(dqgl) Malaysia's government reported that 135 arrests
have been made in cases related to lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) activities between
2022 and 2025, based on figures from state Islamic
religious enforcement agencies.

Most cases fall under Syariah law jurisdiction, and
authorities say individuals suspected but without
sufficient evidence are often given counselling, advice
or told to attend awareness and rehabilitation
programmes. Officials also highlighted ongoing
dakwah (religious outreach) and support programmes
aimed at guiding individuals considered to be involved
in LGBT-related conduct toward what the government
views as socially acceptable paths. [Free Malaysia
Today]

The figures come amid Malaysia's conservative legal
and religious environment, where LGBT activities are
criminalised in many states under Islamic law and
socially sensitive in mainstream politics. The focus on
enforcement and rehabilitation reflects official efforts
to align policy with prevailing religious and moral
norms, but has drawn criticism from human rights
groups concerned about discrimination, privacy and
due process.
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Malaysia: National defense drone
framework to be developed in combating
warfare threats

(tl) Malaysia's defense ministry has tasked its Science
and Technology Research Institute for Defense
(STRIDE) with developing a national defense drone
framework to strengthen the preparedness against
emerging cybersecurity threats.

Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin unveiled
this after launching the National Defense Industry
Policy (DIPN), designed as a flexible, evolving
framework supported by a strong research and
development ecosystem.

In its initial phase, the policy will prioritize areas such
as defense components and maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO), rather than full-scale weapons or
aircraft production. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Former Army Chief charged
with money laundering

(ea) Former Malaysian Army chief Muhammad
Hafizuddeain Jantan was charged on January 22 with
four counts of money laundering involving more than
USD 520,000 (MYR 2.1 million), allegedly received
between 2024 and 2025 through multiple personal
bank accounts.

The Sessions Court granted bail, with conditions
including monthly reporting to the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC) and the surrender of
his passport.

On January 23, Hafizuddeain was further charged with
two additional counts of money laundering involving
USD 36,200 (MYR 145,000) at the Shah Alam Sessions
Court, with prosecutors seeking to have the new
charges tried together with his existing case.

Hafizuddeain has pleaded not guilty to all charges.
[Malay Mail 1] [Malay Mail 2]

The case is notable given Hafizuddeain’s former role as
head of the armed forces, placing the prosecution
within broader debates over accountability and
corruption in Malaysia's defence sector. While defense
lawyers emphasized the presumption of innocence
and cautioned against punitive bail conditions,
prosecutors framed the case as serious due to the
scale of the alleged financial offences. [Malay Mail 1]
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Malaysia: Anti-corruption agency targets
USD 2.48 billion recovery, signals tougher
enforcement

(ea) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) has tasked its Multi-Agency Task Force (MATF)
with recovering USD 2.48 billion (MYR 10 billion) in
misappropriated funds and lost state revenue this
year. Azam Baki, the commission’s chief commissioner,
said the goal would require coordinated action across
enforcement agencies, with particular emphasis on
tackling smuggling activities that significantly
undermine tax collection and state revenue.

Azam noted that the task force had already recovered
USD 3.84 billion (MYR 15.5 billion) between 2023 and
2024, framing the new target as a continuation of
broader efforts to strengthen state integrity and fiscal
governance. He identified border-related crimes, illegal
logging, and administrative weaknesses as sources of
revenue leakage, urging state MACC directors to
prioritize region-specific issues.

Acknowledging that stricter enforcement may be
politically unpopular, Azam stressed that acting
decisively against corruption and misconduct remains
a key priority. [Malay Mail]

Myanmar: Military-backed party claims
victory in election

(dgl) On January 25, Myanmar completed the third and
final stage of its general election. The military-aligned
Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) has
claimed victory, saying it has secured enough seats to
form a new government, though official results are still
pending.

According to the election commission, the USDP has so
far captured 193 of 209 seats in the lower chamber
and 52 of 78 seats in the upper chamber. Combined
with the 166 seats reserved for the military, the two
forces together control just under 400 seats, well
above the 294-seat threshold required to form a
government.

The remaining seats are fragmented among 17 smaller
parties, each winning between one and 10 seats, the
commission said.
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The military-backed poll took place under heavy
restrictions, with large parts of the country excluded
due to ongoing fighting and with opposition forces
effectively barred, including the dissolved party of
detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Fighting between Myanmar’s military and the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) disrupted the election,
injuring five civilians and forcing voting to stop in parts
of Hpakant Township, Kachin State, after artillery fire
from both sides struck the town. The clashes were part
of renewed hostilities that have persisted in Hpakant
since mid-2024. [DVB]

Critics and election watchdogs argue the vote was
tightly controlled to favor army allies and lacked
credibility, noting that parties dominant in the 2020
election were absent and dissent in junta-held areas
has been criminalized.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has not ruled out
becoming president once parliament convenes. [Al
Jazeera] [Channel News Asia]

Fighting between Myanmar's military and the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) disrupted the election,
injuring five civilians and forcing voting to stop in parts
of Hpakant Township, Kachin State, after artillery fire
from both sides struck the town. The clashes were part
of renewed hostilities that have persisted in Hpakant
since mid-2024.

Myanmar: Opposition party leader placed
under movement restrictions

(dgl) Daw Thet Thet Khine, leader of the opposition
People’s Pioneer Party (PPP), has been put under strict
movement restrictions at her home after a 24-hour
military interrogation, following allegations that she
met with foreign diplomats without approval from the
junta-controlled Union Election Commission.

Under the measures, she is barred from media
interviews, must report planned activities to
authorities in advance, and cannot post on social
media, though no guards are stationed at her
residence, so this is described as “restricted
movement” rather than formal house arrest.

The Union Election Commission has announced it will
act against her and another party official for
unauthorized meetings with foreign embassies, which
some sources report involved the British Embassy.
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Khine was earlier disqualified from contesting a
parliamentary seat in October 2025 over bank debt
issues, highlighting continued constraints on
opposition actors in a highly controlled political
environment. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta intensifies air and naval
fire as Arakan Army closes in on Rakhine
naval base

(dqgl) Fighting in Kyaukphyu Township in western
Rakhine state has sharply intensified as the ethnic
Arakan Army (AA) presses its offensive against
Myanmar junta positions, pushing within about 3.6 km
of the strategically important Danyawaddy naval
headquarters and clashing around Police Battalion 32.

In response to AA advances, military forces have
unleashed continuous air strikes, drone attacks,
artillery barrages and naval shelling, with locally
reported civilian casualties and damaged villages near
Kyaukphyu. The confrontations have displaced tens of
thousands of residents facing shortages of basic needs
and created humanitarian strain on local charity
groups.

The AA is also reported to be attacking junta positions
near Sittwe, the only major town in northern Rakhine
still under military control, and resistance operations
are expanding beyond the state into neighboring
regions as the civil war persists.

Observers see this escalation as part of a broader
ethnic insurgency challenging junta authority,
particularly in areas with strategic infrastructure and
economic assets, reshaping battlefield dynamics and
complicating prospects for political resolution. [The
[rrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta airstrikes kill civilians at
funeral in Kachin State and prisoners in
Rakhine

(anl) Last week, the military carried out two deadly
airstrikes in ethnic minority regions, killing dozens of
civilians and detainees, according to local resistance
groups and media reports.

On January 22, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
said junta aircraft bombed a funeral gathering in
Kaung Jar village, Bhamo Township, Kachin State. The


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-wy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-wj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-wj/

strike killed at least 22 civilians and injured 28 others.
The KIA accused the military of deliberately targeting
civilians, stressing that no KIA troops or military
positions were present in the village at the time of the
attack.

Two days earlier, on January 20, a junta airstrike hit a
prison operated by the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine
State, killing 21 captured regime soldiers and their
family members and wounding around 30 others,
according to local media.

The facility, located near Chaung Tu village on the
border of Kyauktaw and Ponnagyun townships, was
holding detainees who had surrendered to the AA
during its capture of the two towns in 2024. Those held
there were reportedly scheduled for release under an
amnesty. [The Irrawaddy 1] [The Irrawaddy 2]

Drone and artillery attacks kill civilians in Salin Township,
Magway Region

Meanwhile, the People’s Brotherhood-Salin group — a
local resistance monitoring group — has reported that
junta forces carried out sustained attacks on villages in
Salin Township in central Magway Region, resulting in
civilian casualties and widespread destruction.

According to the group, junta forces launched daily
assaults between January 17-20, using heavy artillery
and drones to drop bombs on residential areas. At
least 15 local residents were injured. A one-year-old
child and a 70-year-old man were killed.

The official further stated that after deploying military
columns into the targeted villages, junta troops set fire
to and destroyed civilian homes. Due to the continued
presence of military forces in the area, displaced
residents have been unable to return to their homes.
The exact number of houses destroyed has not yet
been confirmed. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Armed group rivalry triggers
clashes near India border trade route

(dql) Rivalry between two Naga armed factions has
triggered three armed clashes in January 2026 within
Myanmar's Naga Self-Administered Zone, driven by
competition for territory and control of the strategic
Pansaung border trade route with India.

The confrontations between the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland-Ang Mai (NSCN-AM) faction and
the National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Yung Aung
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(NSCN-YA) faction occurred in Nanyun, Hkamti, and
Lahe townships, with reported casualties on both
sides.

The violence reflects a deeper struggle for political
legitimacy, taxation authority, and recognition as the
main representative of the Naga people, following the
group’s split after the death of longtime leader
Khaplang in 2017.

Civilians have been caught in the middle, with local
leaders warning of risks to villagers from
misidentification, arrests, or reprisals. Naga civil
society groups have publicly urged both sides to
pursue dialogue, warning that internal fighting
worsens hardship in a region already affected by
military pressure and forced conscription. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Armed resistance group frees
hundreds of POWs

(dgl) The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) released 500 prisoners of war and nine
civilian inmates on January 25, describing the move as
a humanitarian gesture tied to the Da Jiao festival — a
traditional Chinese Taoist religious ceremony held to
seek blessings, peace, and protection for a community.

The Kokang administration, run by the MNDAA, said
those freed were selected through a screening process
assessing conduct during detention. The release adds
to earlier handovers of wounded soldiers, women, and
children captured during Operation 1027, which netted
thousands of junta personnel, including senior officers.

The Kokang administration is the de facto governing
authority in areas of Kokang, a predominantly ethnic
Chinese region in northern Shan State, along the
China-Myanmar border. Operation 1027 is a
coordinated military offensive launched on 27 October
2023 by a coalition of ethnic armed groups against
Myanmar's military. The operation marked one of the
most serious setbacks for Myanmar’'s military since the
2021 coup, accelerating the fragmentation of state
authority. It also prompted active Chinese mediation,
as Beijing sought to contain instability near its border
and protect economic and security interests.

At the same time, resistance groups allege that some
high-ranking officers previously released by the
MNDAA later resumed roles in violent crackdowns on
civilians.
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Separately, the MNDAA confirmed plans to reorganize
its controlled areas into four districts under Kokang
Special Region 1, following its earlier handover of
Lashio to the junta in April 2025, a move widely seen as
driven by Chinese pressure. [Mizzima]

Philippines: President Marcos faces two
more impeachment cases

(ab) Members of the Philippines’ progressive and civil
society groups submitted an impeachment complaint
against President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the second
complaint filed in a few days. The impeachment
petition accuses President Marcos of three allegations
that could account for constitutional violations:
institutionalizing systemic corruption and patronage,
abuse of discretionary power over unprogrammed
appropriations, and direct personal involvement in
kickback schemes.

The complaint, however, was not received at the Office
of the Secretary General (OSG) due to the absence of
Secretary General Cheloy Garafil, who traveled to
receive an award from the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Although the OSG officials cited her absence as
grounds for denying the filing, the complainants
disputed this decision, stating that House rules specify
that any complaint filed must be submitted to the OSG,
and not necessarily to the Secretary General
themselves.

This marks the second impeachment petition filed
against President Marcos on the grounds of corruption
related to the public work projects, including the flood
control programs. The complaint argues that the
president failed to veto unprogrammed appropriations
in the 2022-2025 national budgets, essentially
increasing the risk of discretionary spending and
corruption. Unprogrammed appropriations refer to
standby government funds for priority projects when
government revenues collected exceed annual targets.
While Congress authorizes these appropriations, it is
within the executive power to determine which
projects, programs, or policies may use the funds. The
Constitution further grants the president veto power to
prevent the potential misuse of such standby funds.

Later in the same day, a separate impeachment
complaint against President Marcos was brought to
the OSG. Former representative Michael Defensor,
alongside former governor Chavit Singson, attempted
to file a third impeachment complaint but was turned
away due to the absence of Secretary General Garafil.
The complaint similarly alleges constitutional
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violations, high crimes, graft, corruption, and betrayal
of public trust by President Marcos.

During a press briefing, Malacafiang Palace officials
stated that President Marcos remains confident
despite the filing of three impeachment complaints,
asserting that he did not commit any impeachable
offenses. Palace officials further maintained that the
president served his presidential duty in accordance
with the constitutional provision and adhered to the
law throughout the national budget deliberations.

Although two additional impeachment complaints
were not accepted, the OSG received the first
complaint filed by lawyer Andre de Jesus and is
currently proceeding with the case to transmit to the
Office of the House Speaker as the next step. Analysts
have described the first complaint as rushed and
insufficient, sparking skepticism on whether the
impeachment case will succeed. Under Philippine
impeachment rules, if the House committee on justice
dismisses a complaint and the plenary fails to overturn
the decision, the president is granted a one-year
immunity from any subsequent impeachment
proceedings. [ABS CBN] [Manila times] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Another plunder complaint
filed against Sara Duterte

(ab) Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte is facing
new accusations of plunder and misuse of funds.
Former senator Antonio Trillanes and a civil society
group submitted a 41-page complaint to the Office of
the Ombudsman, seeking an investigation into Vice
President Duterte’s alleged misuse of confidential
funds during her tenure as Secretary of the
Department of Education and as mayor of Davao City.
The complaint alleges that Vice President Duterte was
involved in graft and malversation in connection with
allegedly overpriced tablets and laptops worth USD
135 million while she was a Secretary of the
Department of Education and misappropriated
approximately USD 45.5 million in public funds while
serving as Davao City mayor from 2010-2022. The
complaint further accused Vice President Duterte of
bribery and corruption, claiming that she received
funds linked to illegal drug activities during her
mayorship.

Beyond allegations of graft and bribery, the
complainants also questioned Duterte’s fitness to
serve as Vice President, citing her controversial
statement in which she threatened to kill President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the First Lady, and the former
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Speaker of the House. The remarks led more than two-
thirds of members of the House of Representatives to
vote to impeach the Vice President on February 5,
2025. However, the Supreme Court of the Philippines
later found the impeachment unconstitutional and
overruled the proceedings. The Court held that the
complaint violated the one-year ban rule, which was
triggered by the House's failure to act on the first three
impeachment complaints filed against Vice President
Duterte. The ban is set to expire in February 2026,
after which any impeachment complaint may be refiled
against the Vice President.

The complaint is the latest filing, following a separate
case submitted in December by another civil society
group alleging Vice President Duterte with similar
accusations over misuse of public funds. In the face of
these filings, Vice President Duterte has consistently
denied any wrongdoing, rejecting allegations of misuse
of funds and maintaining that the education agency
did not procure overpriced devices. She has repeatedly
claimed that complaints filed against her are a
politically motivated move. [BBC] [Japan Times]
[PhilStar] [Rappler]

Philippines: Congress revives push to
reform party-list system and curb political
dynasties

(ms) The Philippine Congress has begun a renewed
push to overhaul two of the country’s most contested
political institutions: the party-list system and the long-
delayed constitutional ban on political dynasties. After
decades of stalled efforts, both reforms are now
moving forward in parallel in the Senate and the House
of Representatives, backed by an unusual level of
coordination between lawmakers and the executive
branch.

In the Senate, leaders confirmed that deliberations on
party-list reform and an anti-political dynasty bill will
resume as sessions restart following the chamber's
recess. Senate President Vicente Sotto Il said
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has personally urged
lawmakers to fast-track the measures, describing them
as priority legislation for the current Congress.

The party-list system was originally created to give
marginalized sectors—such as farmers, workers,
women, and Indigenous communities—representation
in parliament. However, critics argue it has been
distorted over time by court rulings that allowed the
number of recognized sectors to expand dramatically.
As a result, groups with strong political or business
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backing, including regional and contractor-linked
organizations, have increasingly entered Congress
through the system. Senate leaders say new legislation
is needed to restore its original intent and rein in
abuses.

At the same time, momentum is building behind an
anti-political dynasty bill, which would finally
operationalize a provision in the 1987 Constitution that
prohibits members of the same family from holding
overlapping or successive elective positions. Despite
being mandated for nearly four decades, the ban has
never been enforced due to the absence of an
enabling law.

In the House of Representatives, the Committee on
Suffrage and Electoral Reforms has convened its first
public hearing on the issue, marking a significant
procedural step. Lawmakers are reviewing around 20
separate anti-dynasty bills, with input from former
Supreme Court justices, constitutional framers,
election officials, and legal scholars. The hearings aim
to define what constitutes a political dynasty and
determine how closely related candidates would be
restricted from running simultaneously.

Adding to the sense of urgency, Senator Risa
Hontiveros is set to take over the Senate committee
overseeing electoral reforms, with joint Senate
hearings scheduled to begin shortly. Supporters say
the alighment between Senate leadership, the House,
and the president increases the chances that at least
one version of the reforms could pass during the
current legislative term.

If enacted, the measures would represent one of the
most significant changes to Philippine electoral politics
since the restoration of democracy in 1986, potentially
reshaping how power is distributed in a system long
dominated by entrenched political families. [Journal
News] [Manila Bulletin] [PhilStar]

Philippines: ICC judges find Duterte fit for
trial

(ab) Judges on the International Criminal Court (ICC)
have ruled that former President Rodrigo Duterte is fit
to attend pre-trial hearings and capable of effectively
exercising his procedural rights, rejecting a request
that could delay the trial based on claims of the 80-
year-old former president’s declining cognitive health.
The ruling comes after Duterte's lead defense lawyer
Nicholas Kaufman submitted a medical request asking
the Court to grant an interim release last week.
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According to a statement released by the ICC, the
request was denied after judges determined that
Duterte was fit to participate in the proceedings and
capable of understanding the legal process. The ICC
stated that former president Duterte underwent
cognitive testing, as well as mental and physical
examinations by a panel of experts in geriatric
neurology and psychiatry.

Former president Duterte will now face a confirmation
of charges hearing, which has been rescheduled for
February 23, 2026. During this process, judges will
decide whether the prosecutors’ allegations against
Duterte are sufficient to proceed to further trial.
Former president Duterte is facing several charges of
crimes against humanity over his alleged involvement
in murder and attempted murder during his anti-drug
campaign while serving first as mayor and later as
president. ICC prosecutors have estimated that as
many as 30,000 people may have died during Duterte's
crackdown campaign. He was arrested in March 2025
and was taken into custody by the ICC in the Hague.
[Aljazeera] [PBS]

Philippines: Military steps up patrols
around new gas discovery

(ms) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has
begun intensified air and maritime monitoring around
the Malampaya natural gas complex off Palawan,
underscoring the security sensitivity of one of the
country’'s most important energy assets after a new
nearby gas find.

AFP chief of staff Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr. led an aerial
patrol and site visit to assess the security posture of
Joint Task Force Malampaya, the unit responsible for
protecting the offshore gas-to-power project. The AFP
said the visit focused on operational readiness,
coordination with other agencies, and measures to
ensure the facility can operate without disruption.

The patrols follow President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
announcement on January 19 of a new reservoir,
Malampaya East 1, located about five kilometers east
of the existing Malampaya field. The reservoir is
estimated to contain around 98 billion cubic feet of gas
in place, with initial testing showing production of
about 60 million cubic feet per day. The discovery is
the first major new gas find in Philippine waters in
more than a decade and could extend the life of a field
that supplies fuel to power plants critical to the
national electricity grid.
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The security dimension is heightened because
Malampaya sits in the West Philippine Sea, within the
Philippines’ exclusive economic zone, amid long-
running maritime tensions with China. While Chinese
vessels have not directly disrupted Malampaya
operations, Philippine officials and analysts have noted
instances of Chinese coast guard ships operating
closer to Palawan in recent years.

For Manila, the message is twofold: Malampaya
remains central to energy security as domestic gas
reserves decline, and its protection is increasingly tied
to broader maritime enforcement and sovereignty
efforts. [Inquirer] [PhilStar]

Singapore: Opposition will not nominate
replacement Leader of the Opposition

(ms/st) Singapore’s main opposition Workers' Party
said it will not nominate another lawmaker to serve as
Leader of the Opposition, arguing that the role should
belong to the leader of the largest opposition party
rather than be filled at the government'’s discretion.

The statement came after Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong last week removed Workers' Party chief Pritam
Singh from the post following his conviction for lying to
a parliamentary committee. Wong had invited the
party to nominate a replacement.

The position of Leader of the Opposition was formally
created in 2020 after the Workers’ Party won a record
number of seats in parliament, marking a milestone in
Singapore’s tightly managed political system. Unlike in
other Westminster-style systems, however, the role is
not established by law or enshrined in the constitution.
Instead, it is designated by the prime minister.

The Workers' Party said that in other parliamentary
democracies, the Leader of the Opposition reflects the
electorate’s mandate rather than the choice of the
government of the day. By declining to nominate a
replacement, the party is effectively challenging the
legitimacy of the current arrangement. [Reuters]

Singapore: Core inflation averaged 0.7
percent in 2025, sharply lower than year
before

(st) Singapore's core inflation averaged 0.7 percent in
2025, down from 2.8 percent in 2024, official data
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showed, reflecting easing price pressures across key
components. In December, core inflation stood at 1.2
percent year on year, unchanged from November and
in line with market expectations, as food and services
inflation remained stable. On a month-on-month basis,
core prices rose 0.4 percent in December.

Headline inflation also eased, averaging 0.9 percentin
2025 compared with 2.4 percent in 2024. In December,
headline inflation was 1.2 percent year on year,
unchanged from the previous month, supported by
stable core and accommodation inflation. Services
inflation held at 1.9 percent, while food inflation
remained at 1.2 percent. Electricity and gas prices fell
at a faster pace, while private transport inflation edged
up due to a smaller decline in petrol prices.

Looking ahead, authorities said both core and headline
inflation are expected to rise in 2026 from their low
levels last year. Imported cost pressures are projected
to continue easing but at a slower pace, while domestic
unit labor costs are likely to pick up as productivity
growth normalizes. Updated inflation forecast ranges
for 2026 will be released in the Monetary Authority of
Singapore’s monetary policy statement on Jan 29.
[Channel NewsAsia] [Reuters]

Singapore: Government to invest more
than SGD 1 billion (USD 786 million) in
national Al research plan

(st) Singapore will invest more than SGD 1 billion (USD
786 million) over five years from 2025 to 2030 in its
National Artificial Intelligence Research and
Development Plan, the Ministry of Digital Development
and Information said, as the city-state seeks to
strengthen public-sector artificial intelligence research
and anchor long-term capabilities. Announced by
Digital Development and Information Minister
Josephine Teo, the plan supports Singapore’s updated
National Al Strategy 2.0 and builds on earlier national
Al efforts launched in 2019 across sectors such as
healthcare, education, logistics, and municipal services.

The plan focuses on three areas: fundamental Al
research, applied Al research, and talent development.
Singapore will set up Al research centers of excellence
within public research institutions to tackle long-
horizon challenges, including responsible Al, reducing
the resource intensity of Al systems, and developing
more general-purpose Al capabilities. Applied research
efforts will aim to translate research into industry
adoption, while talent initiatives will expand programs
such as Al-focused doctoral and master’'s pathways,
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youth competitions, and visiting professorships to
grow a pipeline of researchers and engineers with both
Al and domain expertise.

The investment draws on the National Research
Foundation’s broader SGD 37 billion (USD 29.1 billion)
research, innovation, and enterprise funding
framework and comes as Singapore positions itself as
a global Al hub. Officials said the research push
complements efforts to attract leading Al startups and
global research labs to Singapore, reinforcing the
country's ambition to remain competitive amid
intensifying global investment in artificial intelligence.
[Channel NewsAsia] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Retail ownership data sparks
debate over foreign chains’ influence

(st) New government data showing that Singapore
residents own nearly 90 percent of registered retail
businesses, while Chinese nationals account for about
3 percent, has stirred debate over whether foreign
chains are crowding out local retailers. Trade and
Industry Minister Gan Kim Yong cited figures from the
Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority, which
oversees company registration, covering sectors such
as food and beverage, clothing, supermarkets, and
pharmacies. While the data indicates local dominance
in ownership, critics argue it does not reflect scale, as
highly visible foreign brands often operate multiple
outlets in prime, high-traffic locations, shaping public
perception.

Analysts say popular foreign chains clustered in major
shopping areas can appear disproportionately
influential, even if they represent a small share of total
businesses. They add that foreign entrants can boost
competition, productivity, and consumer choice, but
also intensify rental pressures that hit smaller local
firms harder. Observers caution against
overinterpreting ownership statistics alone, noting
they do not capture market share, rents, or business
turnover. The government has pointed to grants and
programs to help local retailers improve productivity
and innovate, though experts say these measures may
not fully address challenges such as rising rents and
footfall volatility faced by neighborhood businesses.
[South China Morning Post]

Thailand: Tight election race marked by
voter indecision, regional shifts, and late-
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campaign momentum

(bk/acs/Im) With less than two weeks before Thailand’s
February 8 general election, polling and campaign
dynamics point to a highly fluid contest marked by
voter indecision, intensifying rivalry between major
parties, and competing claims of late momentum.
Surveys suggest no single political force has
consolidated a decisive national lead, even as regional
and issue-specific trends become clearer.

In Thailand’s northeast, known as Isan and home to
the country's largest concentration of parliamentary
seats, a regional university survey shows a highly
competitive three-way race. The s-called Isan Poll
places the People’s Party—the largest bloc in the
dissolved lower house—slightly ahead in the party-list
vote at 30.3 percent, narrowly edging the traditionally
dominant Pheu Thai Party at 30.1 percent. The
Bhumijaithai Party, led by acting Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, has risen sharply to 27.2 percent,
marking a dramatic increase from its marginal position
in the region in the 2023 election. The results
underscore the erosion of long-standing political
loyalties in Isan - a traditional heartland of the Pheu
Thai Party - and point to growing voter openness to
alternative governing coalitions. Survey respondents
identified economic management, decentralization of
state power, and household debt as their top priorities.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Nationwide polling presents a more uncertain picture.
Surveys by King Prajadhipok’s Institute indicate that
the largest single group of voters—26.2 percent—
remain undecided about which prime ministerial
candidate can address Thailand’s problems. Among
named contenders, People's Party leader Natthaphong
Ruengpanyawut leads with 18.8 percent, followed
closely by acting Prime Minister Anutin at 16.9 percent.
Pheu Thai's prime ministerial nominee Yodchanan
Wongsawat and Democrat Party veteran Abhisit
Vejjajiva trail further behind. [Bangkok Post 2]

Yet other surveys suggest sharper momentum for
Bhumijaithai. A Nida Poll projects the party could
secure between 140 and 150 seats, a figure Anutin
publicly welcomed while arguing it still underestimated
his party's prospects. Party donation data from late
2025 also show Bhumijaithai leading rivals, reinforcing
perceptions of organizational strength and campaign
resources. Analysts cited in Thai media attribute the
party's gains to Anutin’s high-profile handling of recent
Thailand-Cambodia border tensions, the placement of
technocrats in key economic portfolios, and a shift
toward pragmatic economic messaging. Some
projections now speculate Bhumjaithai could exceed


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-yhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-ykl/

160 seats, more than doubling its 2023 result, though
skeptics warn that electoral success will matter little
without credible anti-corruption follow-through.
[Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4] [The Nation]

The People’s Party, meanwhile, has paired favorable
polling in key regions with visible street-level
mobilization. Large rallies in Bangkok and provincial
centers have been framed as a push for a clear
popular mandate, especially now that the parliament's
upper house, the Senate, will no longer vote in the
selection of the prime minister. Campaign messaging
emphasizes a break with entrenched power structures,
a theme sharpened by the return of Pita Limjaroenrat,
the former leader of the dissolved Move Forward
Party, as a campaign aide. Pita’s re-emergence has
revived memories of the 2023 election, when he was
the most popular prime ministerial contender but was
blocked from office amid institutional resistance tied to
his reform agenda, including proposals to amend
Thailand's lese-majesté law and curb military influence.
[Bangkok Post 5]

This has fueled open friction with Pheu Thai. Senior
figures from both sides have traded accusations over
democratic credibility and governability, with People’s
Party strategists arguing that warnings about legal
obstacles are designed to discourage voters, while
Pheu Thai counters that it offers a safer and more
viable route to power. Anutin has largely stayed above
these exchanges, dismissing speculation about a late
People's Party surge and reiterating that Bhumijaithai's
policies are fiscally realistic rather than populist.
[Bangkok Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7]

Thailand: Populist spending race and
election integrity concerns converge in
final campaign phase

(Im) With less than two weeks remaining before
Thailand's February 8 general election, the campaign
has entered an intensified final phase marked by two
parallel dynamics: escalating concerns over election
integrity, including vote-buying, and an increasingly
aggressive competition among parties over high-cost
populist policy pledges.

On election integrity, a nationwide survey conducted
by the Zero Corruption network, supported by the Thai
Chamber of Commerce, the Federation of Thai
Industries, and the Thai Bankers' Association, suggests
that cash-for-votes practices remain widespread
despite repeated crackdowns. Based on 4,814
respondents, the survey found that vote-buying
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payments were highest in Bangkok and surrounding
provinces, ranging from THB 100 to THB 7,500,
equivalent to about USD 2.90 to USD 217, with an
average of roughly THB 1,169, or USD 34. Other
regions reported lower but still significant averages,
typically between THB 850 and THB 1,100, around USD
25 to USD 32. While most respondents said they would
reject vote-buying, a substantial minority admitted
they might still accept money or vote for candidates
offering financial inducements. [Bangkok Post 1]

The Election Commission says it has stepped up
enforcement by designating high-risk constituencies as
“red zones,” deploying rapid-response monitoring
teams, and operating an “e-War Room” to track
suspected violations, including on social media.
Officials argue that higher voter turnout, which
reached about 75 percent in the last national election,
can help dilute the impact of vote-buying. Critics
counter that turnout alone is insufficient and that the
commission’s enforcement powers remain limited.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Alongside integrity concerns, scrutiny of campaign
policies involving public spending has intensified.
Under the political party law, the Election Commission
is required to review campaign pledges that rely on
state funds, examining their budgets, funding sources,
feasibility, benefits, and risks. In the current race, 51 of
the 60 parties contesting constituency seats have
submitted platforms requiring such review. Five
parties, including the People’s Party, the main
reformist force and single-largest party in the dissolved
lower house, were instructed to submit additional
documentation to clarify how costly welfare and
infrastructure proposals would be financed. The
commission aims to complete these assessments
before early February, although it has no authority to
block policies it deems risky, a limitation that has
fueled criticism of the body as a “paper tiger.” [Bangkok
Post 3]

The debate over policy credibility has been dominated
by the populist Pheu Thai Party's “Nine New
Millionaires a Day” proposal. The scheme promises to
award nine daily prizes of THB 1 million each, about
USD 28,600 per person, through lucky draws, at an
estimated annual cost of roughly THB 3.3-3.5 billion,
equivalent to about USD 94-100 million. Pheu Thai
argues that the program is designed to pull
participants in Thailand's large informal economy into
the tax system by linking prizes to receipt and identity
data, claiming this could eventually generate more
than THB 100 billion (USD 2.86 billion), in additional
annual tax revenue. Critics, including opposition
politicians, academics, and former election officials,
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dismiss the plan as ethically questionable populism
with limited economic impact, arguing the same funds
could be more effectively used for skills development
or structural reforms. [Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post
5] [Bangkok Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7]

Other major parties have responded with expansive
welfare pledges of their own. The People’s Party has
proposed universal welfare measures costing more
than THB 172 billion (USD 4.9 billion) per year,
including higher elderly allowances, expanded child
benefits, and minimum wage increases. The Democrat
Party has revived income guarantee schemes for
farmers, while the Bhumijaithai party of acting Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has emphasized cost-of-
living relief through welfare cards, capped electricity
prices for basic consumption, and debt relief
mechanisms. Across the political spectrum, the
dominant campaign logic has shifted toward
immediate financial benefits, with relatively limited
public debate over long-term fiscal sustainability.
[Bangkok Post 3]

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, a senior figure
in the Bhumjaithai Party, has publicly warned that
what he describes as reckless populism could
undermine fiscal discipline and saddle future
governments with heavy obligations, potentially forcing
tax increases or cuts to long-term investment.
Economists at the Thailand Development Research
Institute have similarly cautioned that cumulative
welfare pledges could add up to THB 300 billion,
roughly USD 8.6 billion, in long-term annual fiscal
burdens. [Bangkok Post 8]

Thailand: Legal petition moves to cancel
charter referendum as political parties
brace for debate

(msz) With a national referendum on constitutional
change scheduled for February 8, coinciding the
election’s to Parliament’s lower house, political
divisions are sharpening over whether Thailand should
authorize the drafting of an entirely new charter or
instead amend the existing 2017 constitution. The
Election Commission has convened a public forum
bringing together 35 political parties to formally
present their positions, with 18 parties supporting the
referendum, 14 opposing it, and three offering
alternative views. [Bangkok Post 1]

At the same time, legal challenges have emerged.
Wirangrong Dabbaransi, a conservative academic and
chair of the University Network for National Reform,
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has petitioned the Administrative Court to annul the
referendum, arguing that the government and Election
Commission violated the Referendum Act by failing to
observe the legally required minimum preparation
period and by setting the polling date outside the
lawful timeframe. She has asked the court to suspend
the process, warning that an unlawfully conducted
vote would undermine the legitimacy of any future
constitution and waste public funds. [Bangkok Post 2]

Opposition has also come from the United Thai Nation
Party, which says it will campaign against authorizing a
full constitutional rewrite. The party argues that
approving the referendum would effectively scrap the
2017 charter without clear safeguards, amounting to a
“blank cheque” for drafters. It has warned that a
complete rewrite could affect core state principles,
including provisions related to the monarchy found in
Chapters 1 and 2 of the constitution, and insists that
flaws in the current charter should be addressed
through targeted amendments rather than a wholesale
replacement. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Constitutional Court clears
former ministers in Senate collusion case

(msz) Thailand's Constitutional Court has ruled that
former deputy prime minister Phumtham Wechayachai
and former justice minister Tawee Sodsong did not
overstep their authority by supporting investigations
into alleged irregularities in the 2024 Senate election.
The case was brought by a group of senators who
accused the two men of abusing power by encouraging
the Department of Special Investigation (DSI),
Thailand's lead agency for complex criminal cases, to
examine claims of collusion and vote-rigging.

The court found no evidence of dishonesty or serious
ethical breaches under the constitution, noting that
the DSI became involved after public complaints and
only expanded its role once the Election Commission
indicated that potential criminal elements, including
suspected money laundering, fell outside its remit.
Judges concluded that the ministers neither pressured
investigators nor interfered with the Commission’s
authority. As a result, there were no grounds to
terminate their ministerial status, an issue that had
already become moot after both left office following
the fall of the Pheu Thai-led government in September
2025.

The ruling leaves unresolved the broader controversy
surrounding the 2024 Senate election, which produced
unusually concentrated results in provinces aligned
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with Bhumijaithai Party of acting Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, who served as interior minister in the
Pheu Thai-led coalition. Allegations of collusion involve
138 of the 200 sitting senators, a significant concern in
Thailand's political system where the Senate plays a
key role in oversight and constitutional processes.
While both the DSI and the Election Commission say
investigations are continuing, progress has appeared
to slow since the change of government, sustaining
scrutiny over institutional independence and the
handling of politically sensitive cases. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Petition accuses prime minister
of failing to enforce court rulings in long-
running railway-land dispute

(Im) A petition filed on January 27 asks Thailand's
Department of Special Investigation (DSI) to pursue
criminal action against Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul over the unresolved Khao
Kradong land dispute in Buri Ram province, a case that
has become a reference point for how Thailand
enforces court rulings involving state land and
politically sensitive interests.

The dispute concerns a large area around Khao
Kradong, a prominent extinct volcanic hill in
northeastern Thailand, which the State Railway of
Thailand (SRT) has maintained is state railway land
reserved since the early twentieth century. Over time,
local land offices issued private land titles over parts of
this area. The SRT challenged those titles, arguing that
land reserved for railway purposes cannot become
private property through long possession or
administrative practice and can only be released from
state ownership through an explicit royal
proclamation.

Thai courts, including the Supreme Court, have sided
with the SRT, ruling that the land remains state
property and that private title deeds issued over it are
legally defective and subject to revocation. Under
Thailand's land administration system, such rulings
normally require follow-up action by the Interior
Ministry and the Land Department to cancel the titles
and restore the land's legal status.

Buri Ram is politically sensitive because it is the core
power base of Anutin and his Bhumijaithai Party, which
dominates local and provincial politics there. The
province is closely associated with influential political
networks, major infrastructure projects, and high-value
land and development interests. Any enforcement
action affecting land ownership in Buri Ram therefore
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carries significant political and economic
consequences for local elites linked to the party.

Critics argue that this context helps explain why
administrative enforcement has stalled despite clear
court judgments. The petitioner claims that Anutin,
who oversees the Interior Ministry responsible for land
administration, failed to ensure implementation of the
rulings, amounting to dereliction of duty. The
allegation is particularly sensitive because Anutin also
chairs the committee that determines whether cases
are formally accepted by the DSI, raising concerns
about conflicts of interest if the investigation proceeds.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Early release review for jailed
ex-prime minister draws legal challenge

(Im) A conservative, royalist-aligned protest network
with a history of mobilizing against former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra—the Network of Students
and People for Thailand’s Reform—has petitioned the
Justice Ministry to subject any early release or
sentence suspension for Thaksin to heightened legal
scrutiny. The group argues that eligibility should not be
judged solely on time served but must also consider
whether detention procedures were properly followed,
how Thaksin was classified as a prisoner, and whether
corrections regulations were fully complied with—
factors that directly determine access to early-release
mechanisms under Thai law.

The petition follows remarks by the justice minister
indicating that Thaksin could be considered for
sentence suspension once he has served two-thirds of
his one-year term, with a formal review expected in
May. The network points to unresolved questions
surrounding the gap between the Supreme Court’s
detention warrant issued when Thaksin returned to
Thailand in August 2023 and the start of his prison
term in September 2025, as well as earlier claims that
he was too ill to be held in prison. Any breaches of
detention rules, it argues, could affect his prisoner
classification and disqualify him from early release.

The activists also noted that the National Anti-
Corruption Commission continues to examine aspects
of how Thaksin's sentence was enforced, underscoring
the broader sensitivity of his case, which is widely seen
as a test of equal treatment and rule-of-law credibility
in Thailand. Thaksin's lawyer, meanwhile, said the
former prime minister is in good health and closely
following political developments ahead of the February
general election. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Authorities probe scam-linked
candidates from one party as Klatham
faces disqualifications and senior
conviction

(msz/Im) Thai authorities have confirmed that all
parliamentary candidates currently under investigation
for alleged links to online scam operations and illegal
gambling websites belong to the same political party,
but have deliberately stopped short of publicly naming
it. Digital Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok
Chidchob said ten candidates are under scrutiny and
that their identities will be disclosed only after
evidence verification is complete. The Justice Ministry
and enforcement agencies, including the Department
of Special Investigation and the Royal Thai Police, say
the cautious approach is intended to prevent
defamation lawsuits and legal challenges, rejecting
claims of political interference. [Bangkok Post 1]

While the government has not identified the party
involved, intensified attention has focused on the
Klatham Party, a smaller political group seeking to
position itself as a potential coalition broker after the
February 8 election. Klatham has acknowledged
serious shortcomings in its candidate-vetting process
following a series of disqualifications by election
authorities. In one case, the Supreme Court removed a
Klatham candidate for holding shares in a media-
related company, a violation of election law that led to
all votes cast for him being declared invalid. Other
Klatham candidates have been barred over prior
criminal convictions or technical eligibility violations
related to past voting requirements, with some alleging
late notification after substantial campaign spending.
[Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Separately, judicial scrutiny of Klatham intensified after
the Court of Appeal Region 4 sentenced the party's
deputy leader to 20 years in prison in a long-running
embezzlement case involving a teachers’ cooperative
in northeastern Thailand. The court ordered restitution
exceeding THB 405 million, approximately USD 12.15
million, overturning an earlier dismissal of the case.
The convicted individual, a former lawmaker expelled
from another party before joining Klatham, remains
listed as a parliamentary candidate and continues to
oversee campaign operations in the region. [Bangkok
Post 4]

The People’s Party, the main opposition force and
single-largest party in the dissolved lower house, has
sought to distance itself from the scam allegations
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after one of its candidates was briefly detained. Party
leaders said internal screening procedures include
criminal and financial background checks, arguing that
legal complaints emerged only after candidate
registration closed and that those involved had no
known criminal records at the time of vetting.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand: Anti-corruption body backs land
seizure case against former lawmaker

(msz) Thailand's National Anti-Corruption Commission
has ruled that there are sufficient grounds to pursue
serious ethical misconduct charges against Thanaphat
Kittiwongsa, a former Member of Parliament from the
Palang Pracharath Party, over the unlawful possession
and use of protected forest land in eastern Thailand.

The case concerns three plots inside Khao Soi Dao
Wildlife Sanctuary, a legally protected conservation
area in Chanthaburi province. He was deemed
ineligible under cabinet resolutions intended to
regularize historic forest occupation, as well as under
military-era relief measures aimed at assisting landless
or low-income farmers. The findings are considered
especially serious given that, at the time, Thanaphat
was serving as a member of a parliamentary
committee examining land policy and land title
issuance. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Legal pressure mounts on
former deputy police chief amid abuse
and bribery probes

(Im) Former deputy national police chief Surachate
Hakparn, widely known as “Big Joke,” is facing
escalating legal challenges as multiple former
subordinates accuse him of physical assault, coercion,
and psychological abuse, while he moves to counter
what he claims are politically motivated allegations.
Two former aides filed criminal complaints alleging
incidents dating back as far as 2017, including one
claim that an assault caused permanent hearing
damage and another that sustained intimidation led to
clinical depression. Police say the alleged conduct falls
within the ten-year statute of limitations and that more
than ten additional witnesses—primarily officers who
worked closely with Surachate—have come forward to
give statements. Investigations are being led by the
Central Investigation Bureau and its Crime
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Suppression Division, with summonses expected.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Surachate has responded by filing a false-complaint
charge against one accuser and signaling further legal
action, questioning the timing and motives behind the
abuse claims. The abuse allegations add to an already
heavy legal burden: Surachate was dismissed from the
police force in 2024 over alleged links to online
gambling, a decision upheld by the Supreme
Administrative Court, and he is also under
investigation for allegedly arranging the delivery of
gold bars worth THB 16 million (USD 0.48 million) to a
member of the National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) during an earlier probe. [Bangkok Post 3]

In the latest escalation, the NACC has decided to ask
parliament to refer the bribery allegations involving its
own commissioners to the Supreme Court. Because
Thai law bars the NACC from directly investigating its
own commissioners, the matter must go through
parliament to trigger the appointment of an
independent Supreme Court inquiry panel. The NACC
will pursue that route, while returning the case against
Surachate to police investigators to proceed in parallel
under anti-corruption law.

Surachate denies all wrongdoing, arguing that the
cases form part of a coordinated effort by rivals to
block his rise to the post of police chief. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Scrutiny intensifies over Social
Security Fund as government signals
overhaul and parties clash over
governance

(bk/Im) Thailand's Social Security Fund (SSF)—a
mandatory social insurance system for private-sector
employees—has become the focus of escalating public,
political, and institutional scrutiny, prompting the
government to signal a major overhaul of its
governance and management framework.

The SSF is administered by the Social Security Office
(SSO) under the Ministry of Labour and covers more
than 24 million insured workers and over 500,000
employers. Total SSF assets are estimated at THB 2.6-
2.9 trillion (roughly USD 75-84 billion), making it one of
Thailand's largest pools of public savings.

The latest round of public criticism was initially
triggered by revelations that SSF resources were used
for projects widely seen as peripheral to contributors'’


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-jlk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-jlu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-jrl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-jrr/

welfare, most prominently a THB 12 million (about USD
348,000) cafeteria renovation at the Ministry of Labour
complex, alongside controversial real-estate
investments and losses linked to Energy Absolute, a
Thai renewable energy and electric vehicle company
whose share value collapsed following corruption
allegations against senior executives. Although the SSO
maintains that all procedures were followed and that
the SSF remains financially strong, with assets of
around THB 2.9 trillion, roughly USD 84 billion,
confidence in its management has been visibly shaken.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In response to mounting criticism, the Ministry of
Labour has announced plans to study a major
structural overhaul of the SSO. The stated objective is
to professionalize fund management, improve
transparency, and reduce bureaucratic rigidity by
potentially restructuring the agency to operate more
like an independently managed public fund,
comparable to Thailand’s Government Pension Fund.
However, senior officials have acknowledged that
Labour Minister Treenuch Thienthong is currently
serving in an acting capacity, meaning that any
fundamental restructuring would require legal
amendments and would likely fall to the next
government. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]
[Bangkok Post 4]

At the same time, the issue has taken on a pronounced
political dimension. The People’s Party, the reformist
opposition party that has positioned itself around
institutional accountability and anti-corruption, has
urged insured workers to reject a draft SSO regulation
that would sharply reduce elected worker
representation on the Social Security Board. Under the
existing framework, workers elect seven of the board's
twenty-one members. The proposed rule would reduce
this to a single elected seat, reallocating influence to
government-appointed and professionally nominated
members. The party has warned that this change risks
weakening democratic oversight of a fund financed by
worker contributions and could enable further
controversial spending without sufficient
accountability. [The Nation] [Bangkok Post 5]

Thailand: Four university students
charged with royal defamation over
campus parade

(bk) Four students from Thammasat University have
been formally charged with royal defamation under
Section 112 of Thailand’s Criminal Code, as well as
offenses under the Computer Crimes Act, following a
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political parody parade held on campus in 2025. The
charges stem from a social media post by a group
calling itself the “Thammasat University independent
political parody group,” which displayed white cloth
banners bearing political messages. Authorities
determined that one of the messages constituted an
insult to the monarchy.

The event took place on the same day as a royal
funeral procession for the Queen Mother, a timing
cited by investigators as aggravating context. All four
students, who have no prior criminal records, denied
the charges during questioning. They were released
without detention and instructed to report again to
authorities on February 20.

According to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights,
prosecutions under Thailand's royal defamation law
have increased sharply since 2020. During the
administration of former Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha, at least 289 individuals were charged across 320
cases under Section 112, highlighting the law's
expanding use against activists, students, and critics.
[Prachatai English]

Thailand: Trade surplus with the United
States offsets widening deficit with China

(bk) Thailand's trade performance over the past five
years has been marked by a clear divergence between
its two largest external partners. The country has
consistently recorded a trade surplus with the United
States, driven mainly by exports of electronics,
computers, and telecommunications equipment. At
the same time, Thailand has run a steadily widening
trade deficit with China, reflecting heavy imports of
capital goods, intermediate inputs, and raw materials
used in domestic manufacturing. The contrast
underscores the United States as a key demand-side
growth market, while trade with China poses longer-
term structural challenges.

Looking ahead to 2026, Thailand's export outlook has
become more uncertain. According to the Trade Policy
and Strategy Office, risks include possible new United
States tariff measures, geopolitical disruptions
affecting global supply chains, and a strong Thai baht
that could erode price competitiveness. The office
projects export growth ranging from minus 3.1 percent
to plus 1.1 percent, with a median forecast of minus
1.1 percent, translating into total export values of
approximately USD 329.1 billion to USD 343.4 billion.
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Thai policymakers and analysts argue that these
pressures reinforce the need to reduce reliance on
low-value and raw-material exports and to accelerate a
shift toward higher value-added production. The
electronics sector is highlighted as a key stabilizer,
given its integration into global technology cycles and
its strong demand profile in the United States and
other advanced markets. [The Nation]

Thailand: Finance Ministry to continue
divestment of minority state
shareholdings in 2026

(Im) Thailand's Ministry of Finance will continue
divesting minority equity stakes in state investment
holdings in 2026 as part of a broader effort to
streamline portfolio management and reallocate
capital toward higher-return, strategically aligned
assets. The plan, implemented through the State
Enterprise Policy Office (SEPO), targets the sale of
minority stakes—generally holdings below 50 percent
—in around ten listed and unlisted companies.

Thailand's state investment portfolio has already been
reduced to around 90 securities, down from more than
100 in previous years. In 2025, SEPO divested minority
stakes in 16 listed companies, raising more than THB 2
billion (USD 58 million). The proceeds were reinvested
into new assets delivering yields of up to 6 percent,
compared with returns of 1 to 2 percent from some of
the divested holdings. Future reinvestment will
prioritize sectors considered strategically important,
including banking, energy, and businesses linked to
national security, with selections reviewed by a joint
committee. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government revenue falls short
of target in first quarter of fiscal 2026

(Im) Thailand’s net government revenue collection in
the first quarter of fiscal year 2026, covering October
through December 2025, reached THB 633 billion (USD
18.3 billion), missing the official target by 2 percent.
The shortfall was primarily the result of an accelerated
program of corporate income tax refunds intended to
improve liquidity for businesses.

The policy, introduced by caretaker Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas,
led to a sharp rise in refunds. Total refunds and
mandatory revenue allocations to local administrative
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bodies reached THB 134 billion, roughly USD 3.9
billion, exceeding the quarterly target by 40 percent
and rising 26.5 percent compared with the same
period a year earlier. Most of this amount consisted of
corporate income tax refunds issued by the Revenue
Department.

Before refunds, gross government revenue totaled
THB 767 billion, about USD 22.2 billion, exceeding the
target by 3.4 percent and increasing nearly 6 percent
year on year. Strong performance was recorded by the
Excise Department, driven by taxes on fuel, alcohol,
and vehicles, as well as by state enterprises and other
agencies remitting deferred income from the previous
fiscal year. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Party congress signals major
leadership reset and power consolidation

(hn/ms) Vietham’'s Communist Party on January 23
concluded its 14th National Party Congress earlier than
planned, finalizing a sweeping leadership reshuffle that
confirms General Secretary T6 Lam as the dominant
figure in Vietnamese politics and increases
expectations that he could also assume the presidency
in the coming months, further concentrating power at
the top of the one-party system.

The congress ended on January 23, one and a half days
earlier than planned, after party leaders said most
agenda items had been completed ahead of schedule.
On January 22, the party released the composition of
its new 14th Central Committee — a key signal of
future leadership choices — even before the final
formal appointments were made.

That lineup revealed a clear break with past practice.
Several of Vietnam'’s most senior state leaders did not
stand for re-election to the Central Committee,
including President Luong Cudng and Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh, along with most deputy prime
ministers. In Vietnam'’s political system, absence from
the Central Committee effectively rules out continued
influence at the highest level.

This development points to a deliberate leadership
reset and weakens the traditional “four pillars” model,
under which power was distributed among the party
chief, president, prime minister and National Assembly
chairman. Instead, authority is increasingly being
concentrated within the party — and around Té Lam
personally.
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On January 23, the congress unanimously reappointed
Lam as General Secretary for a new five-year term and
approved a new 19-member Politburo. The Politburo’s
composition further reinforced this trend. Many
members come from security, defense and internal
affairs backgrounds, and the body shows a strong
regional concentration in northern provinces,
particularly Ha Tinh and Hung Yén, which are often
associated with elite political networks.

Several senior figures from the public security and
military sectors were retained, including Defense
Minister Phan Van Giang — who received an age
exemption — and Public Security Minister Luong Tam
Quang. Two newly appointed Politburo members were
educated in the United States, reflecting some
continuity in Vietnam's technocratic and outward-
looking approach despite tighter political control.

The growing prominence of security institutions is
widely seen as an effort to strengthen discipline and
implementation capacity within the system, rather
than as a sign of ideological hardening. While
commentary often frames Vietnam'’s politics as
competition between factions — such as police versus
military, or reformers versus conservatives — the
system typically operates through overlapping
networks rather than cohesive blocs. The current
reshuffle suggests a narrowing of internal debate
rather than a decisive victory of one ideological camp
over another.

The implications are especially significant in light of
growing speculation that Lam may soon assume the
presidency in addition to his role as party chief. While
Vietnam has previously combined top roles on a
temporary basis, a formal dual appointment would
further centralize authority and reduce the autonomy
of other state institutions. Supporters argue that this
could make the one-party system more responsive and
decisive at a time of economic pressure and global
uncertainty. Critics, however, warn that it could
weaken internal checks and reduce the system'’s ability
to correct policy mistakes.

In his closing address, Lam reaffirmed an ambitious
goal of at least 10 per cent annual economic growth
and pledged to continue streamlining the bureaucracy
and shifting Vietnam'’s growth model toward
innovation and higher productivity. Since taking office
in mid-2024, he has overseen rapid administrative
reforms and a sharp reduction in the civil service —
moves welcomed by investors for improving efficiency
but controversial domestically due to job losses and
institutional strain.



For businesses and foreign partners, the key question
is not factional balance but how policy decisions will be
made and adjusted going forward. Greater
centralization could lead to faster decision-making and
clearer direction. The longer-term risk is whether a
more tightly controlled system can still surface
problems early and adapt when policies fall short.

With the party congress now concluded, attention is
turning to upcoming state appointments that will
determine whether Vietnam formally moves toward a
dual top leadership model — a step that would mark
one of the most significant shifts in the country’s
political structure in decades. [Channelasia] [Firstpost]
[Phapluat, in Vietnamese] [Reuters] [Straittimes]
[Viettimes]

Vietnam: Party Congress sets ambitious
growth targets but leaves policy details
open

(ms) Beyond its high-profile leadership reshuffle,
Vietnam'’s 14th National Party Congress has set out an
ambitious — if still largely high-level — policy agenda
that will guide the country’s development over the next
five years and beyond. While the congress did not
announce concrete reform packages, it established
strategic priorities that signal how the new leadership
intends to steer the economy and the state.

At the center of the policy framework is an aggressive
economic target: average annual growth of at least 10
per cent during the 2026-2030 period. The goal
represents a marked acceleration from recent
performance and reflects a strong emphasis on speed,
scale and execution as Vietnam seeks to move beyond
its middle-income status. Party documents reaffirm a
longer-term vision of becoming an upper-middle-
income, modern industrial economy by 2030 and a
high-income developed country by 2045.

To support this trajectory, the congress highlighted a
familiar but sharpened set of priorities. These include
administrative and institutional reform, digital
transformation, innovation-led growth, and higher
productivity across industry and services. The
leadership also emphasized continued restructuring of
the state apparatus — a process already underway —
aimed at reducing bureaucracy, improving policy
coordination and strengthening implementation
capacity at both central and local levels.

Notably, the congress stressed continuity in Vietnam's
“socialist-oriented market economy” rather than a shift
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in ideological direction. The state’s regulatory and
steering role remains central, while the private sector
is positioned as a key driver of growth within a tightly
managed framework. There were no amendments to
the Party Charter, suggesting that the leadership
prefers to advance change through personnel control
and administrative discipline rather than formal rule-
making.

Foreign policy and external economic engagement also
featured prominently, with documents reaffirming
Vietnam's strategy of international integration
combined with strategic autonomy. This reflects
Hanoi's ongoing effort to balance relations with major
powers while preserving room for independent
decision-making in trade, technology and security.
[Reuters] [Vietnam+] [Voice of Vietnam]

Vietnam: Draft amended petroleum law
targets investment, incentives and
emissions control

(hn) Vietnam'’s Ministry of Justice has released the
appraisal dossier for a draft amended Petroleum Law,
prepared by the Ministry of Industry and Trade, as the
government seeks to upgrade the 2022 law to meet
new development needs.

The proposed amendments aim to improve feasibility,
legal consistency, and the effectiveness of state
management, while better protecting the rights of
contractors and investors and attracting more foreign
and private capital into the petroleum sector.

The draft focuses on five key policy areas: simplifying
and decentralizing administrative procedures; refining
petroleum contract regulations; expanding investment
incentives for marginal fields, enhanced oil recovery
and carbon capture projects; developing the
petroleum value chain and offshore energy services;
and establishing rules for greenhouse gas reduction
and carbon capture and storage in petroleum
activities. [Vneconomy]

Vietham: Meta accused of restricting
Vietham-based content during Party
Congress

(ms) Meta's Facebook platform restricted access to the
account of a prominent Vietnamese activist during the
Communist Party of Vietnam'’s 14th National Congress,
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according to an opinion article published by Asia Times,
raising renewed questions about the role of global
technology companies in enforcing local censorship
laws.

Nguyen Ngoc Nhu Quynh, a Vietnam-born writer and
former political prisoner known as Mother Mushroom,
said her Facebook profile and posts were inaccessible
to users in Vietnam from January 15 to January 22,
2026, a period that coincided with key leadership
decisions at the five-yearly party congress. She said the
restrictions were imposed without prior notice or a
clear appeals process.

According to the article, Meta later acknowledged in its
Transparency Center that the content was restricted
following a request from Vietnam'’s Ministry of Public
Security under Decree 147, a regulation governing
online information. The disclosure reportedly stated
that the content did not violate Facebook’s community
standards but was blocked to comply with local law.
Quynh said she received no notification despite Meta's
claim that affected users were informed.

Vietnam has long sought to limit online criticism of the
ruling party, particularly during politically sensitive
events. Authorities have previously used fines,
prosecutions and content takedown requests to
control digital platforms. [Asia Times]

Vietnam: State Capital Investment
Corporation plans major overhaul to play
strategic investor role

(hn) After nearly 20 years, Vietnam'’s State Capital
Investment Corporation (SCIC) has become a key
instrument in restructuring state-owned enterprises,
evolving from a capital-receiving body into a financial
investor, especially during economic shocks. Its VND 14
trillion (about USD 538 million) investment in Viethnam
Airlines demonstrated its role in stabilizing major firms
and supporting growth.

Despite this, the SCIC remains constrained by limited
scale and rigid mechanisms. It manages only around
VND 70 trillion (about USD 2.7 billion), roughly 2
percent of total State capital in enterprises, compared
with SOE assets of VND 4,200 trillion (USD 161.5
billion). These limits prevent it from undertaking large
strategic or international investments like global peers
such as Temasek or Khazanah.

To address these bottlenecks, the SCIC has proposed
transforming into a government investment fund
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operating on market principles, with greater
autonomy, long-term performance evaluation,
competitive pay, and the ability to retain profits for
reinvestment. The plan includes consolidating more
SOEs under its management and launching venture
and strategic funds.

A two-phase roadmap is planned: 2026-2028 to pilot
reforms and expand investment activities, and 2028-
2030 to fully operate as a government investment fund
under a dedicated legal framework, including overseas
investments and funding for core technologies and
infrastructure. [Vneconomy]

Vietnam: Strategic investment and
institutional reform drive Ho Chi Minh
city’s new infrastructure wave

(hn) The simultaneous groundbreaking of four major
infrastructure projects in Ho Chi Minh City marks a
significant turning point in the city's development,
reflecting renewed determination to turn institutional
reform into tangible results. With total investment
exceeding VND 239 trillion (about USD 9.4 billion), the
projects—metro line No.2, Phi My 2 Bridge, Can Gi¢
Bridge, and the Rach Chiéc National Sports Complex—
signal a shift from long planning delays to active
implementation and demonstrate the early impact of a
revised policy framework that prioritizes selective
partnerships with strategic, long-term investors.

A key highlight is the revival of the Rach Chiéc National
Sports Complex, valued at over VND 145 trillion
(around USD 5.7 billion), which had remained stalled
for more than three decades. Implemented under a
public-private partnership model, the project aims to
mobilize private capital while reducing pressure on
public finances and is expected to become a national
and regional sports hub.

Overall, the parallel implementation of public
investment and PPP projects reflects a new
development mindset in which the private sector is
viewed as a long-term partner. The revised institutional
mechanisms emphasize not only financial capacity but
also technology transfer, governance expertise, and
global connectivity, laying the groundwork for more
sustainable and competitive growth in Ho Chi Minh
City. [Viethamnews]
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Vietnam: Business license fee abolished
from 2026, no retroactive tax collection
for households and firms

(hn) Vietnam's General Department of Taxation has
announced that businesses and household traders will
no longer be required to declare or pay the business
license fee from 2026 onward, following National
Assembly Resolution No. 198/2025 aimed at
supporting private sector development.

Tax authorities will still ensure the full collection of any
outstanding license fees for 2025 and earlier years, but
the fee’s removal is intended to cut compliance costs,
simplify procedures, and encourage business
formation.

Previously, the business license fee applied annually to
enterprises, cooperatives, public service units engaged
in business, and household and individual operators,
regardless of profitability. The Vietnam Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (VCCI) had long argued that
the fee conflicted with policies encouraging new
businesses.

In addition, tax authorities confirmed that revenue
declared in 2026 will not be used to retroactively
reassess or collect presumptive taxes for prior years
from household and individual businesses, even in
cases of major revenue changes. [Tuoitrenews]
[Vneconomy]

Vietnam: Launch of own crypto exchange
licensing

(ms) Vietnam has begun accepting applications to
operate licensed cryptocurrency trading platforms,
activating a tightly controlled pilot regime that sets one
of Asia’s highest barriers to entry for crypto exchanges.
Under the framework, applicants must have a
minimum charter capital of VND 10 trillion (about USD
395 million) and meet strict requirements on
ownership, staffing, and infrastructure.

Only Vietnamese companies are eligible to apply, while
foreign ownership in licensed exchanges is capped at
49 percent, a structure that favors domestic banks and
securities firms. The licensing process implements
legislation passed in June 2025 that formally
recognized cryptocurrencies as property, shifting
Vietnam from legal recognition toward active
supervision and enforcement.
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At least 10 domestic banks and securities firms have
signaled interest, according to the Ministry of Finance.
Authorities say the move aims to improve investor
protection and strengthen anti-money-laundering
oversight, as Vietnam remains on the Financial Action
Task Force's gray list despite high retail crypto
adoption. [The Block]

Vietnam: TikTok fined over consumer
protection violations

(ms) Vietnamese regulators have fined TikTok VND 880
million (about USD 36,000) for violating consumer
protection and data consent rules, adding to
regulatory pressure on major digital platforms
operating in the country. The Vietnam Competition
Commission said TikTok failed to provide users with a
mechanism to opt out of having their personal data
used for commercial purposes such as advertising, and
did not adequately disclose its relationships with
businesses.

The regulator also found that TikTok lacked proper
processes allowing certain users to file complaints or
resolve disputes. TikTok Vietnam said it has begun
implementing adjustments in line with regulatory
recommendations and reaffirmed its commitment to
complying with local laws.

In a related action, authorities fined VNG Group,
operator of the popular messaging app Zalo, 810
million dong (about USD 33,000) for similar data
consent violations. Regulators said VNG did not allow
users to refuse or limit how their data could be used
by businesses. Both cases reflect Vietnam's tightening
oversight of digital platforms and consumer data
protection. [The Business Times]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China keeps low profile in Davos and
courts Europe as US ties strain

(mis) China used this year's World Economic Forum in
Davos to quietly reposition itself as a stable economic
partner for Europe, as tensions between the United
States and its allies dominated the meeting and
unsettled global markets, according to the analyses of
numerous media outlets.

Beijing was represented by Vice Premier He Lifeng,
who led a rather small delegation and avoided the
high-profile political messaging seen in previous years.
Instead, China focused on closed-door meetings with
Western executives and government officials, signaling
it's openness to more foreign investment and
willingness to import more goods and services, even as
its large manufacturing surplus remains unresolved.

Several Western leaders used the forum to encourage
closer economic engagement with China. Canada’s
prime minister described China as a “reliable and
predictable partner” and urged EU governments to
step up investment ties. Britain is preparing to revive
its “golden era” business dialogue with Beijing during
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s visit in the upcoming
week, calendar week five, while Finland is planning a
business-led trip to China later this year.

The shift comes as tensions between the relationship
of Washington and Europe build up over US tariff
threats and President Donald Trump's push to annex
Greenland, prompting many European officials to
reassess their reliance on the US. Against this
backdrop, China has presented itself as a defender of
the multilateral trading system and the rules-based
order, while criticizing unilateral tariffs and trade
restrictions.

At the same time, Beijing is seeking to reassure
investors after policy crackdowns on technology, real



estate and education sectors three years ago badly
damaged confidence. Executives in Davos said China is
now trying to appear more predictable and policy-
stable, contrasting with growing uncertainty around US
economic and foreign policy.

Concrete engagement also took place on the sidelines
with He Lifeng meeting Swiss leaders to discuss
upgrading the China-Switzerland free trade agreement
and holding separate talks with the US treasury
secretary and the UK finance minister on economic
and trade issues. [Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Still, challenges remain. China’s visibility in Davos was
lower than in past years and its economy is growing at
a three-year low, with efforts to boost domestic
consumption yet to deliver clear results. European
concerns about industrial overcapacity, especially in
electric vehicles, and cybersecurity risks tied to Chinese
firms also continue to limit how far relations can
improve. [Politico]

As numerous media outlets have analyzed, China's
main takeaway from Davos was not new deals, but a
strategic opening. As the US disrupts long-standing
alliances, Beijing sees a chance to strengthen economic
ties with Europe by offering stability, market access
and predictability even if trust and structural
imbalances may take longer to resolve. [South China
Morning Post] [Reuters]

China-Africa trade gap widens to record
as Chinese exports surge

(mis) China’s trade surplus with Africa jumped to a
record USD 102 billion last year, driven by a sharp rise
in Chinese exports as Beijing looks to offset weaker
access to Western markets and US tariff pressure.

Chinese exports to Africa climbed by 25.8 percent to
about USD 225 billion, while African shipments to
China rose by just 5.4 percent to USD 123 billion,
according to Chinese customs data. The imbalance
widened the trade gap by more than 60 percent from
the previous year.

The figures underline how Africa is becoming a more
important outlet for Chinese manufactured goods as
trade tensions with Washington intensify. Analysts say
Chinese companies, including those already operating
on the continent, are redirecting sales toward African
markets where demand for affordable machinery,
construction materials, solar panels and other
industrial inputs remains strong.
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For African economies, the surge reflects both rising
demand for capital goods and higher global
commodity prices, particularly for gold and copper.
Chinese firms have also stepped up investment in
mining, reinforcing trade links tied to resource
extraction, including the Chinese company Zijin Mining
securing a USD 1 billion acquisition of a major gold
mine in Ghana and China recently receiving nearly
200,000 metric tons of high-grade iron ore from the
Simandou mine in Guinea on January 17 [AIR No. 3,
January/2026, 3].

Beijing has tried to soften criticism of the widening
imbalance by expanding its zero-tariff policy, granting
duty-free access to products from 53 African countries,
with just recently having included Kenya to this list on
January 15 [AIR No. 3, January/2026, 3]. But economists
note that the impact is limited as long as most African
exports remain raw materials and industrial capacity
stays weak. About 90 percent of Africa’s exports to
China are still commodities, while manufactured goods
dominate flows in the opposite direction. [South China
Morning Post]

Mongolia signs Peace Council Charter at
World Economic Forum

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Gombojavyn
Zandanshatar signed the Charter of the Peace Council
on January 22 in Davos, Switzerland, on the sidelines of
the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting. The
Charter is the founding document of a new
international organization established by Donald
Trump in January 2026, which outlines a framework for
global conflict resolution that many diplomats view as
a potential alternative and rival to the United Nations.

The government stated that joining the Council is
expected to strengthen Mongolia’s international
standing, enhance its diplomatic voice, and contribute
to safeguarding national security and sovereignty
through political and diplomatic means within
international law.

The charter includes a provision referencing a USD 1
billion threshold for permanent membership for three
additional years. The government clarified that this
clause does not impose mandatory financial
obligations on Mongolia, nor does it constitute
financial pressure. [iToim]

On the sidelines of the World Economic Forum
meeting, Zandanshatar held talks with former United
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Kingdom Prime Minister Tony Blair, founder of the
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change.

Zandanshatar outlined the government's policy
priorities and Mongolia's 2026-2030 development plan,
with both sides discussing public engagement
strategies and preparations for the 17th session of the
UN Convention to Combat Desertification, agreeing to
explore further cooperation. [Montsame 1]

Zandanshatar also met with Belgian Prime Minister
Bart De Wever. The leaders highlighted opportunities
to deepen bilateral relations and discussed Belgium's
potential participation in upcoming international
events in Mongolia. [Monstame 2]

Additionally, Zandanshatar met with South Korea's
Minister of Trade Yeo Han-koo. The two sides
discussed enhancing bilateral cooperation, and the the
talks focused on coordinating high-level visits, fostering
a stable and predictable business environment, and
organizing senior-level events building on existing ties
with the Ban Ki-moon Foundation. [Monstame 3]

South Korea asserts right to North Korean
POWSs held by Ukraine

(co/dgl) South Korea has stated that North Korean
soldiers captured by Ukrainian forces in Russia's war
are to be regarded as South Korean citizens under the
South Korean constitution, which claims jurisdiction
over the entire Korean Peninsula. This interpretation
means that individuals taken as prisoners of war by
Ukraine could be treated as having South Korean
nationality if they express a desire to come to the
South.

The announcement follows earlier appeals from
human rights groups urging Ukraine not to repatriate
the captured North Korean POWSs to Pyongyang, where
they could face severe punishment, and noting that
one or both of the captives have expressed interest in
going to South Korea. [UPI]

Separately, ruling People People Power (PPP) lawmaker
Yu Yong-weon on January 22 urged President Lee Jae
Myung to take immediate steps to bring two North
Korean soldiers held in Ukraine to South Korea,
warning they would face torture, execution or
imprisonment if repatriated to the North.

Citing South Korea's obligation under the principle of
nonrefoulement, Yu called for dispatching a delegation
of special envoys to Ukraine to secure the captives'
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safety, noting that the two prisoners have expressed
willingness to defect. [The Korea Herald]

U.S. envoy to Bangladesh flags China risks
as Washington stresses neutrality and
democratic support

(Im) The United States’ newly appointed ambassador to
Bangladesh, Brent T. Christensen, has voiced concern
about China’s expanding influence in South Asia, while
emphasizing that Washington respects Bangladesh’s
sovereignty and does not take sides in its domestic
politics. Speaking to journalists in Dhaka, Christensen
said the U.S. would consistently engage with
Bangladesh’s interim or elected governments to clearly
outline what it sees as risks associated with Chinese
involvement in sensitive areas, particularly defense,
maritime security, and critical infrastructure, while
highlighting the benefits of closer cooperation with the
United States.

Christensen underlined that U.S.-Bangladesh military-
to-military ties are already strong and expanding, with
cooperation spanning all branches of Bangladesh’s
armed forces, including maritime security with the
navy, operational readiness with the army, and training
and emergency response with the air force. He said
Washington is supporting Bangladesh's defense
modernization and its growing role in peacekeeping, as
well as domestic security capacity, framing the
partnership as a long-term alternative to reliance on
China.

At the same time, the ambassador stressed that
Washington does not back any particular political force
in Bangladesh and views electoral outcomes as a
sovereign decision of the Bangladeshi people. He
expressed optimism about bilateral relations ahead of
the February election and said Washington expects to
work with all political parties to advance shared
interests in stability, prosperity, and security. [Dhaka
Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

In parallel diplomatic engagements, Christensen
reaffirmed U.S. support for Bangladesh’s democratic
transition in meetings with national security officials,
praising preparations for the upcoming election and
broader reform efforts. Discussions also covered trade
and tariff issues, Rohingya refugee support, migration,
and US investment. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

China responded sharply to Christensen’s remarks,
with the Chinese embassy in Dhaka accusing the U.S.
ambassador of making unfounded and irresponsible
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statements and urging Washington to focus on actions
conducive to Bangladesh's stability. Beijing defended
its relationship with Dhaka as based on equality and
“win-win” cooperation, rejecting what it described as
external interference in bilateral China-Bangladesh
ties. [Dhaka Tribune 4]

After this exchange, on January 26, Christensen met
Bangladesh’s Energy Adviser in Dhaka to discuss
practical expansion of U.S. commercial cooperation in
the energy sector. The talks focused on U.S. energy
solutions in onshore exploration, electricity grid
development, and supplies of liquefied natural gas and
liquefied petroleum gas, framed as supporting reliable
and resilient energy supply for households and
businesses nationwide. [Dhaka Tribune 5]

India-EU conclude negotiations on
landmark free trade agreement, deepen
defense ties

(dqgl) During their 16th summit on January 27 in New
Delhi, India and the European Union have concluded
negotiations on a long-delayed free trade agreement
after nearly two decades of intermittent talks, paving
the way for one of the world's largest free trade areas,
covering around two billion people and roughly a
quarter of global GDP.

The agreement, once formally signed, will sharply
reduce or eliminate tariffs on most EU exports to India,
including industrial goods, pharmaceuticals, aircraft,
and vehicles under quotas, while granting European
firms the most extensive access yet to India’s
traditionally protected services market. India is
expected to benefit from stronger exports in labor-
intensive sectors such as textiles, gems and jewellery,
and leather goods, as well as increased European
investment and technology transfers.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen described
the conclusion of talks as historic, highlighting that the
deal would give EU companies unprecedented market
access in India and a competitive edge in key industrial
and agricultural sector and open major new
opportunities for India’s population and deepen
economic ties with Europe. [Ursula von der Leyen, X]
[Narendra Modi, X]

The agreement will now undergo legal vetting, a
process expected to take five to six months, after
which it is expected to be formally signed, with
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implementation targeted within about a year. EU
officials estimate that the deal could lead to a doubling
of EU exports to India by the early 2030s.

The pact comes as both sides face external economic
pressures — including high US tariffs — and are
seeking to diversify trade ties and reduce reliance on
dominant markets like the United States and China. [Al
Jazeera] [Reuters]

EU-India defense ties deepen

In parallel, India and the European Union have signed
a Security and Defence Partnership (SDP) at the
summit, marking the first comprehensive defense and
security framework between the two sides. While India
and the EU have had a strategic partnership since
2004, defense cooperation had previously been limited
to dialogue and ad-hoc activities. With the SDP, India
joins Japan and South Korea as the only Asian
countries to have such a formal defense agreement
with the EU.

The partnership establishes structured cooperation
across maritime security, defense industry and
technology, cyber and hybrid threats, space, and
counterterrorism, overseen by an annual EU-India
Security and Defence Dialogue. It also includes
practical steps, notably India’s acceptance of an EU
liaison officer at the Indian Navy's Information Fusion
Centre-Indian Ocean Region to enhance maritime
domain awareness and counter-piracy coordination.

Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh highlighted
India’s defense industry could contribute to the EU's
ReArm initiative — a roughly USD 177 billion funding
vehicle to fast-track European military preparedness —
as Europe seeks to diversify suppliers and reduce
strategic dependencies.

The deal builds on existing industrial links, including
joint production and technology transfer involving
platforms such as Rafale jets, Scorpéne submarines
and C-295 transport aircraft, as well as growing Indian
private-sector defense exports to Europe. [The New
Indian Express]

The move marks a shift from a traditional buyer-seller
dynamic to a structured industrial and strategic
collaboration in military technology and defense
production. India already imports key systems from
European countries such as France, Germany, Spain
and Italy, and Indian defense exports — including
ammunition and other equipment — to EU states have
risen sharply as Europe replenishes stocks amid rising
geopolitical tensions. [The Economic Times]
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India opposes UN rights motion on Iran

(dgl) India was among seven countries that voted
against a United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) resolution condemning Iran’s violent
suppression of nationwide protests that began on
December 28 and reportedly killed and injured many
civilians. Iranian officials put the death toll at more
than 3,000, including members of the security forces,
while civil society groups suggested the number may
reach into the tens of thousands.

The resolution, adopted by 25 votes in favor with 14
abstentions, strongly deplored the force used by
Iranian authorities, extended the mandate of
independent investigators, and urged Tehran to
respect human rights. India did not offer any public
explanation for its vote. [OHCHR]

This marks India’s first vote opposing a UNHRC
resolution that set up or sustained an investigative
mechanism on Iran. Previously, New Delhi abstained in
November 2022 when the Independent International
Fact-Finding Mission was created, and again in April
2024 when the mandates of both the Mission and the
Special Rapporteur were renewed. [The Wire]

New Delhi justified its stance by reiterating its
opposition to country-specific resolutions and its
preference for dialogue over public censure. The vote
is also seen as reflecting India’s interest in maintaining
stable ties with Tehran, particularly in relation to the
Chabahar port in southeastern Iran, which is crucial to
India’s strategy to secure direct access to Afghanistan
and Central Asia without transiting Pakistan. Through
Chabahar, India can channel trade and humanitarian
supplies into Afghanistan and link onward to Central
Asia, advancing broader connectivity objectives such as
the International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTQ). [The Times of India] [The New Indian Express]

At the same time, India has formally complained that
Iran is refusing to allow its diplomats to see or
communicate with the crew of the MT Valiant Roar, an
oil tanker Tehran seized in mid-December on
allegations of fuel smuggling. The vessel, which
reportedly had 16 Indian crew members along with
one Sri Lankan and one Bangladeshi sailor, was
brought into an Iranian port after being intercepted in
the Gulf of Oman.

Despite repeated written and in-person requests from
the Indian Embassy in Tehran and the Consulate in
Bandar Abbas since December 14, Iranian authorities
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have not granted consular access or permitted the
crew to contact their families. India has also appealed
to Iran to complete any legal proceedings quickly and
is working with the ship’s UAE-based owner to ensure
provisions, legal support, and basic supplies for the
detained seafarers. [Maritime Executive]

Maldives’ sovereignty claims over Chagos
sharpen as UK-Mauritius treaty stalls

(Im) The Maldives has moved to the center of renewed
international debate over the future of the Chagos
Islands, as President Mohamed Muizzu and former
president Mohamed Nasheed assert competing
Maldivian sovereignty claims at a moment when the
United Kingdom's planned handover of the archipelago
to Mauritius is facing political resistance in London.

President Muizzu has publicly reaffirmed that the
Maldives holds what he describes as the strongest
claim to the Chagos Islands, known in Dhivehi as
Foalhavahi. He argues that the Maldives is
geographically closer to the archipelago than Mauritius
and maintains deeper historical and documentary ties.
According to Muizzu, the Maldivian government has
formally communicated its position to the United
Kingdom through diplomatic channels, though it has
not disclosed the content of those exchanges. He has
repeatedly accused previous Maldivian administrations
of having surrendered maritime and territorial
interests linked to Chagos without public consent.

Former president Mohamed Nasheed has echoed this
position, arguing that the Maldives still has a narrow
window to secure what he terms “sovereign
guardianship” over the islands, even as London
advances a treaty transferring sovereignty to
Mauritius. Nasheed has cited historical Dhivehi
inscriptions, burial sites, and long-standing cultural
links as evidence of Maldivian ties to the archipelago,
framing the issue as one of unfinished decolonization
that extends beyond the United Kingdom-Mauritius
binary. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

The Maldives' stake in Chagos is closely linked to
overlapping maritime claims in the central Indian
Ocean. In 2023, the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea divided a disputed maritime area of
approximately 95,500 square kilometers between
Mauritius and the Maldives, awarding a larger share to
Mauritius. The Muizzu administration has pledged to
challenge that ruling and has established a legal
committee, led by a former attorney general, to pursue
further legal avenues. The government has framed the
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case as essential to protecting Maldivian sovereign
rights and future maritime resources.

These Maldivian assertions come as the United
Kingdom's treaty with Mauritius enters a turbulent
phase. Legislation required to give domestic legal
effect to the handover has been delayed in the House
of Lords after opposition lawmakers tabled
amendments calling for a pause, citing geopolitical
uncertainty and questions over United States support.
The British government insists the transfer is required
by international legal rulings that deemed continued
UK administration unlawful, and argues that national
security will be protected through a long-term lease of
the joint United States-United Kingdom military base
on Diego Garcia.

Critics in the UK, however, have warned that
proceeding without explicit US agreement could
breach a 1966 UK-US defense treaty. The controversy
intensified after US President Donald Trump publicly
criticized the deal, despite earlier indications that his
administration was content with its terms. Under the
proposed arrangement, the United Kingdom would
lease back Diego Garcia for 99 years at an average cost
of GBP 101 million per year, a figure the government
says translates into a net cost of about GBP 3.4 billion
after inflation adjustments. [BBC]

India provides in-kind election support
while China opts for cash assistance
ahead of Nepal’s March 5 polls

(Im) India and China will both support Nepal's March 5
parliamentary elections, but through markedly
different modalities, reflecting both logistical
constraints and political context. India has begun
delivering in-kind assistance, including vehicles and
riot-control equipment, while China has agreed to
provide cash support of up to NPR 1.5 billion (USD
10.95 million).

The current government, which took office after the
September 2025 Gen Z-led protests that resulted in
widespread unrest and damage to public assets,
concluded that domestic resources would be
insufficient to finance the elections and decided to
accept external assistance exclusively from India and
China. To mobilize an estimated NPR 100 billion (USD
730 million) for election-related expenditure, the
Ministry of Finance reduced previously approved
budget items introduced under political pressure by
the former administration.
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India has already handed over 60 double-cab pickup
vehicles on January 20 and is supplying a total of
around 650 vehicles in multiple tranches, alongside
riot-control equipment requested for election security.
New Delhi has framed this assistance as part of a long-
standing practice of election support to Nepal dating
back to 2008, during which it has provided roughly
2,400 vehicles to Nepali state institutions, including the
Election Commission. The support is particularly
relevant given that hundreds of police vehicles were
destroyed during the September protests and security
agencies plan to procure an additional 377 vehicles to
meet operational needs.

China, by contrast, declined Nepal's request for in-kind
assistance such as surveillance equipment, citing time
constraints, and instead opted to provide cash. Nepali
officials privately link this decision to recent
government actions that strained relations with
Beijing, including corruption proceedings involving a
Chinese firm in the Pokhara Regional Airport project
and procurement decisions affecting Nepal Telecom.
The Chinese funds will be used to cover election-
related operational costs, including allowances for
security personnel and election officials. The cash
assistance is expected to be formally handed over
following the arrival of China's new ambassador in
Kathmandu in mid-February. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan seeks deeper trade and transit
ties with Russia-led Eurasian Economic
Union

(Im) Pakistan is seeking to deepen trade, investment,
and connectivity ties with the Russia-led Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) as part of a broader effort to
diversify export markets beyond its traditional Western
and Gulf partners and to position itself as a regional
transit hub. The push was discussed during a meeting
in Moscow between Pakistan's ambassador to Russia
and the EAEU's minister in charge of trade at the bloc's
secretariat.

The EAEU is a customs union comprising Russia,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan,
coordinating trade and tariff policies among its
members. Pakistani officials emphasized the strategic
importance of closer engagement with the bloc,
particularly in trade, investment flows, and business-
to-business cooperation.

Discussions also focused on transit trade and regional
connectivity, with Pakistan highlighting its interest in
providing Central Asian and Eurasian economies
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access to Arabian Sea ports. This aligns with
Islamabad’s longer-term objective of leveraging its
geographic position to link Central Asia with South
Asian and Middle Eastern markets. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s mineral and energy outreach
expands with Indonesia, Canada, and
Azerbaijan

(Im) Pakistan is intensifying efforts to position mining
and energy as pillars of long-term economic recovery,
with new engagement involving Indonesia, Canada,
and Azerbaijan in recent days.

Islamabad said Indonesia’s state-owned energy
company Pertamina is exploring cooperation in
Pakistan's largely untapped mineral sector, as Jakarta
looks to leverage overseas partnerships to secure
strategic raw materials. Talks focused on exploration
and mining, with Pakistan pitching copper, gold, coal,
and critical minerals and inviting Indonesian
participation in the Pakistan Minerals Investment
Forum 2026. [Arab News 1]

Parallel outreach to Canada centered on deepening
mineral cooperation as the Reko Diq project advances.
The mine, one of the world’s largest undeveloped
copper-gold deposits, was revived in 2022 after
prolonged legal disputes and is now backed by
Canadian firm Barrick Gold alongside Pakistani federal
and provincial partners. Recent milestones include
multilateral financing, a USD 440 million equipment
contract with Komatsu, and approval of USD 1.25
billion in U.S. Export-Import Bank financing, with first
production expected by late 2028. Canadian officials
cited Reko Diqg as a model for broader Pakistan-
Canada mineral cooperation and encouraged Pakistan
to showcase its sector at major global mining forums.
[Arab News 2]

In the energy sector, Azerbaijan's state oil company
SOCAR said it expects to finalize an oil and gas
investment in Pakistan by February 2026, following
Davos meetings with Pakistan’s finance minister.
SOCAR already supplies liquefied natural gas to
Pakistan under a government-to-government
framework and has signaled interest in expanding
across the oil and gas value chain as reforms improve
pricing transparency and contractual clarity. [Arab
News 3]
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Brunei, Interpol deepen cooperation to
tackle cross-border cybercrime

(dgl) Brunei's Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF) met with
Interpol's Cybercrime Directorate to deepen
cooperation against cross-border cybercrime. The talks
covered emerging cyber threats, information-sharing,
and the need for coordinated responses at national,
regional and global levels.

RBPF outlined domestic cybercrime trends and
operational challenges, while Interpol briefed
counterparts on its latest cybercrime initiatives,
including efforts to counter the growing
commercialisation of cybercrime and ongoing
international operations.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to closer
collaboration, including continued engagement with
Interpol’s Global Complex for Innovation in Singapore.
[The Star]

Cambodia, EU, ILO step up cooperation to
protect women and children in labor
migration

(dgl) Cambodia, the EU and the International Labour
Organization agreed to deepen cooperation to
strengthen protections for women and children
involved in labor migration. The commitment was
reaffirmed at a review meeting of the ILO-PROTECT
project in Phnom Penh, where partners assessed
progress, shared lessons and outlined plans for the
coming year.

The initiative focuses on aligning Cambodia’s labour
laws and policies with international standards,
reducing risks of exploitation, abuse and trafficking,
and improving access to information, legal support and
social services for migrants. Officials also highlighted
measures to support the dignified return and
reintegration of migrant workers, including skills
training and job placement. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia’s Senate ratifies UNCLOS

(dgl) Cambodia's Senate has approved a law ratifying
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
following its passage by the National Assembly earlier
this month. The move formalizes Cambodia’s accession
to the treaty, which sets out legal frameworks
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governing maritime rights, navigation and resource
use.

Officials and experts said the ratification strengthens
Cambodia’'s maritime sovereignty, supports peaceful
dispute resolution and enhances cooperation at
regional and international levels. The law will take
effect once signed and promulgated by the King.
[Cambodianess]

Cambodia joins US-proposed Board of
Peace

(dgl) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet has
confirmed that Cambodia will join the newly proposed
Board of Peace as a founding member, following an
invitation from U.S. President Donald Trump. The
decision was conveyed during a meeting with U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command chief Admiral Samuel Paparo in
Phnom Penh.

The talks also highlighted improving U.S.-Cambodia
defence ties, including U.S. naval access to Ream Naval
Base and broader cooperation on regional stability.

Analysts say that Hun Manet's decision to join the U.S.-
proposed Board of Peace underscores Cambodia’s
priority on stability amid tensions with Thailand. While
acknowledging Washington's role in helping halt earlier
clashes, they stressed that China was instrumental in
easing later fighting, highlighting Phnom Penh’s
reliance on multiple partners.

Experts cautioned that Cambodia should clearly
communicate its decision to friendly countries,
particularly China, to avoid perceptions of siding with
one power over others. [Cambodianess] [Asia News
Network]

The Board of Peace is a newly proposed international
initiative put forward by US President Donald Trump
and is not yet a fully established or institutionalized
organisation. It is intended to serve as a multinational
platform focused on conflict prevention, mediation
and broader peacebuilding efforts, particularly in
situations where the United States plays a diplomatic
or facilitative role.

UN expert urges global rejection of
Myanmar general elections
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(anl) On January 23 — two days ahead of the
concluding third stage of the controversial general
election in Myanmar — the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Myanmar Tom Andrews called on the international
community to categorically reject the outcome of the
junta’s final round of elections held this weekend,
describing them as a “sham.”

According to Andrews, the junta “took no chances,”
banning credible opposition parties, jailing popular
political figures, silencing the media, and crushing
basic freedoms. He added that fear and coercion were
used to force a reluctant electorate to the polls.

Andrews warned that the military was seeking
international acceptance of “military rule dressed up in
civilian clothing,” urging governments not to legitimize
the process. He noted that people who criticized the
election or refused to participate faced intimidation,
threats, arrests, and lengthy prison sentences.

He also reported that voters described junta officials
pushing citizens to polling stations even as military jets
bombed villages across the country. While most
countries, he said, had “recognized the absurdity of the
junta’'s election ploy,” any state endorsing the results
would be “complicit” in the regime’s actions. [Mizzima]
[France 24]

APHR urges ASEAN to prioritize Myanmar
Crisis

(anl) On January 24, the ASEAN Parliamentarians for
Human Rights (APHR) called on ASEAN Foreign
Ministers to place the Myanmar crisis at the center of
discussions at the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in
Cebu, Philippines, being held this week. APHR warned
that without a clear, results-oriented strategy, ASEAN
risks repeating past failures while the military junta
seeks to legitimize its rule through a sham electoral
process.

APHR stressed that ASEAN's engagement has failed to
deliver tangible improvements and criticized the lack of
compliance with the Five-Point Consensus amid
ongoing atrocities. While welcoming the Philippines’
initiative to convene a Myanmar Stakeholders’ Meeting,
APHR expressed concern over continued engagement
with the junta, warning it could signal political
normalization.

The group urged ASEAN to reject the junta-led
elections, engage with democratic representatives, set
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clear benchmarks for the Special Envoy, and
strengthen efforts to hold the military accountable for
crimes and ongoing violence. [Mizzima]

Thai-U.S.-led Cobra Gold exercise expands
scope, participation, and operational
domains

(Im) Thailand and the United States will co-host Cobra
Gold 2026 from February 24 to March 6, marking the
45th edition of Southeast Asia’s largest and longest-
running multinational military exercise. For the first
time, Cobra Gold will formally expand training into
space operations and enhanced cyber defense,
reflecting the growing relevance of these domains in
contemporary military planning.

More than 8,000 personnel from 30 countries are
expected to participate. Thailand, the United States,
Singapore, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, and
Malaysia will form the core exercise forces. China,
India, and Australia will join selected activities, with
China continuing its participation in the humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief segment, underscoring
its limited but sustained role within the exercise
framework. Vietnam and Laos will attend as observers,
while Cambodia will not take part this year. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Laos, Myanmar and Thailand adopt
coordinated approach to tackle
transboundary haze

(bk) Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar have agreed on a
coordinated regional strategy to address the recurring
PM2.5 haze crisis, adopting a 2026-2027 Joint Action
Plan that marks a shift away from fragmented national
responses toward structured trilateral cooperation.
The plan targets the cross-border nature of seasonal
air pollution, particularly smoke from agricultural
burning, which has long affected the Mekong sub-
region during the dry season.

The framework combines satellite-based fire detection,
predictive fire-risk mapping, and real-time air quality
monitoring to identify high-risk areas before the
burning season begins and to track pollution as it
spreads across borders. A synchronized reporting
system is intended to allow authorities in all three
countries to respond more quickly and consistently to
emerging haze episodes.
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Agricultural practices are a central focus of the
initiative. The plan promotes reforms aimed at
reducing slash-and-burn farming, which remains a
primary driver of PM2.5 pollution, alongside outreach
to farmers and agribusinesses to encourage more
sustainable land-use methods. Public engagement is
treated as a core pillar, with campaigns designed to
involve local communities and the private sector in
prevention efforts rather than relying solely on
enforcement.

Implementation is organized under a Joint Action Plan
(JAP) structure, supported by a Technical Working
Group tasked with ensuring that policy decisions are
guided by scientific evidence. [The Nation]

Vietnam joins founding of board of peace
at WEF DAVOS

(hn) A Vietnamese delegation led by Deputy Prime
Minister Bui Thanh Son attended the signing of the
founding charter of the Board of Peace on the sidelines
of the World Economic Forum in Davos, at the
invitation of US President Donald Trump. The Board
aims to help end the Gaza conflict, with the charter
signed by President Trump and leaders or
representatives from 19 countries.

During the event, Son met with senior members of the
Trump administration, reaffirming Vietnam'’s support
for global peace efforts and its readiness to join the
Board of Peace as a founding member. He emphasized
Viét Nam's commitment to implementing the UN-
backed Gaza peace plan and conveyed Party General
Secretary T6 Lam'’s appreciation for US support of Viét
Nam-US relations, along with an invitation for
President Trump to visit Vietnam.

US officials welcomed Vietnam'’s role in the Board of
Peace and reiterated their commitment to
strengthening the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, including progress on trade negotiations.
On the sidelines, Son also held meetings with
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and foreign
ministers from several countries to discuss bilateral
ties and cooperation within the Board of Peace.
Participants expressed confidence that Vietnam'’s
experience in post-war reconstruction would
contribute meaningfully to peace and rebuilding
efforts in Gaza and beyond. [Viethamnews]
[Thegulfobserver]
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Bangladesh protests India over exiled
former prime minister’s public address
ahead of election

(Im) Bangladesh has formally protested against India
after former prime minister Sheikh Hasina, who has
been living in exile in New Delhi since her removal in
2024, was allowed to make a public address for the
first time since the uprising that ended her 15-year
rule.

The dispute comes as Bangladesh prepares for its first
national vote since Hasina's ouster, with the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party and an Islamist-led
alliance emerging as the main contenders in a highly
sensitive political transition. Against this backdrop,
Dhaka said it was “surprised and shocked” that the
event was permitted on Indian soil, arguing that the
speech undermined Bangladesh’s democratic
transition and violated principles of non-interference
and respect for sovereignty.

In its statement, Dhaka said Hasina used the address
to call for the removal of the interim government and
to incite her supporters to disrupt the upcoming
February 12 general election. The government
reiterated that the Awami League, led by Hasina, had
been banned from political activity because of its role
in violence linked to the 2024 crackdown on protests,
during which more than 1,400 people were killed
according to official and human rights estimates.
Bangladeshi courts have since sentenced Hasina to
death in absentia for incitement and failure to prevent
atrocities.

Dhaka also criticized India for allowing the appearance
while continuing to ignore repeated requests to
extradite Hasina under the bilateral extradition
agreement. Officials warned that the episode could
seriously damage future Bangladesh-India relations
and embolden attempts to destabilize the election. [Al
Jazeera] [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Separately, Bangladesh’s National Review Committee
has escalated pressure on another politically sensitive
India-linked issue by recommending international
arbitration to annul the power purchase agreement
with Adani Power, part of the Adani Group, a major
Indian conglomerate with extensive regional
infrastructure and energy interests.

The committee found extensive evidence of
irregularities and corruption, including several million
U.S. dollars in alleged illegal transactions involving
multiple individuals, and has forwarded documentary
material to the Anti-Corruption Commission. It
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concluded that Bangladesh is paying significantly
higher tariffs than for comparable Indian power
imports, with projected additional costs of USD 400-
500 million per year over the 25-year contract, and
highlighted clauses shifting political and commercial
risks disproportionately onto Bangladesh.

Adani Power has said it has not received the report
and continues to supply nearly 10 percent of
Bangladesh'’s electricity demand despite mounting
arrears. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh approves economic
partnership agreement with Japan

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government has approved a
proposal to sign an Economic Partnership Agreement
with Japan, clearing the way for a landmark trade deal
that would grant Bangladeshi exporters immediate
duty-free access to the Japanese market for 7,379
products, while allowing duty-free entry for 1,039
Japanese products into Bangladesh. The agreement,
once signed, will mark Bangladesh'’s first Economic
Partnership Agreement with Japan and one of the most
significant trade deals concluded by the country while
still classified as a Least Developed Country.

Negotiations for the agreement formally began in
March 2024 following the work of a joint Bangladesh-
Japan study group, which recommended a wide-
ranging framework covering 17 sectors, including trade
in goods, investment, and regulatory cooperation.
After an initial round of talks in Dhaka in May 2024,
negotiations were temporarily paused due to political
disruptions, before resuming and concluding with the
finalization of a draft agreement last month. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Italy flags concern over irregular
migration while backing Bangladesh’s
democratic transition

(Im) Italy has raised concerns over the continued flow
of Bangladeshi nationals reaching Europe via irregular
Mediterranean routes, while simultaneously
reaffirming strong political support for Bangladesh’s
ongoing democratic transition. The issue was
discussed during a courtesy meeting in Dhaka between
Bangladesh's interim leader, Muhammad Yunus, and
Italy’s deputy defense minister, Matteo Perego di
Cremnago.
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The Italian side noted that, despite the generally strong
integration of the Bangladeshi community in Italy, the
number of Bangladeshis attempting to enter Europe
illegally via the Mediterranean has not declined. This
concern was framed alongside broader discussions on
migration management, security cooperation, and
bilateral relations.

At the same time, Rome expressed clear political
backing for Bangladesh's transition process, including
its forthcoming general election and reform agenda.
Italy voiced support for the July Charter, a reform
framework adopted after the 2024 uprising that
outlines institutional changes, accountability
measures, and the roadmap toward restoring elected
civilian governance. Italian officials described the
charter as a credible basis for deeper political and
institutional reform.

The talks also covered trade and defense cooperation,
Italy’'s growing strategic interest in the Indo-Pacific, and
election oversight, with Bangladesh highlighting the
role of European Union observers in supporting a
transparent vote. Dhaka, for its part, emphasized the
need to expand safe and legal labor migration
channels to aging developed economies such as Italy
and Japan, presenting this as a mutually beneficial
alternative to irregular migration routes. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh and Costa Rica move to
deepen diplomatic and trade ties

(Im) Bangladesh and Costa Rica have signaled an
intention to strengthen bilateral relations, with a
particular focus on expanding trade cooperation and
aligning more closely in multilateral forums. The move
comes as Costa Rica expressed support for
Bangladesh’s forthcoming candidacy for a non-
permanent seat on the United Nations Security
Council, an important diplomatic objective for Dhaka
as it seeks a higher international profile during its
political transition.

The understanding emerged from a meeting between
Bangladesh's ambassador to Mexico, who is also
accredited to Costa Rica, and Costa Rica’s foreign
minister. Discussions covered a broad range of issues,
including the possibility of visa waivers for holders of
diplomatic and official passports, as well as practical
steps to boost commercial exchanges. Costa Rica
indicated interest in increasing imports of Bangladeshi
textile and pharmaceutical products, sectors where
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Bangladesh has developed strong export capacity and
cost competitiveness.

Both sides also agreed on the value of closer
coordination in international forums, reflecting
Bangladesh’s broader effort to build coalitions beyond
its immediate region. In this context, the Costa Rican
side also sought Bangladesh’s support for a potential
future leadership bid within the United Nations system
by a senior Costa Rican figure currently heading the
UN Conference on Trade and Development,
underscoring the reciprocal nature of the diplomatic
engagement. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh and Afghanistan move to
formalize economic partnership

(Im) Bangladesh and Afghanistan have agreed to
upgrade their bilateral relationship from largely
political goodwill to a more structured economic
partnership, with the aim of expanding trade,
deepening commercial cooperation, and generating
tangible economic benefits for both sides. The
understanding was reached during the first official visit
to Bangladesh by Afghanistan’s deputy minister for
industry and commerce, Ahmadullah Zahid, who led a
delegation of around 50 officials and business
representatives.

During meetings with Bangladeshi trade authorities,
the two sides discussed export and import facilitation,
joint ventures, and closer coordination between public
institutions and private firms. Particular emphasis was
placed on pharmaceuticals, with Bangladesh signaling
readiness to supply medicines and medical products
on a regular and sustainable basis. [Dhaka Tribune]

US warship makes first port call at
Cambodia’s Ream Naval Base since
Chinese-backed expansion

(dgl) The U.S. Navy's littoral combat ship USS Cincinnati
made a temporary port call at Cambodia's Ream Naval
Base on January 24, becoming the first U.S. warship to
visit the base since its recent expansion with Chinese
support.

Washington said the visit aimed to strengthen
maritime cooperation, deepen bilateral defence ties
and support regional stability. During the stop, U.S.
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and Cambodian navies conducted exchanges, ship
tours and senior-level meetings.

The visit drew attention as the base’s modernization
has raised U.S. concerns about potential Chinese
military use, though Cambodian officials insist Ream
remains under national control and open to multiple
partners. [Defence Blog]

Belgium, Cambodia conclude prisoner
transfer agreement

(dql) Belgium and Cambodia have signed a bilateral
treaty allowing convicted prisoners to be transferred to
serve their sentences in their home countries, subject
to approval by both governments.

The agreement, signed in Phnom Penh, enables
Belgian inmates in Cambodia to be moved to Belgium
and Cambodian prisoners in Belgium to return home.
[Khmer Times] [The Brussels Times]

China and the Philippines seek road map
to ease South China Sea tensions

(mis) China and the Philippines are working on a “road
map” to guide the next phase of talks aimed at
managing tensions in the South China Sea, as both
sides signal renewed interest in stabilizing a
relationship strained by years of maritime
confrontations.

Speaking at a media reception at the Chinese embassy
on January 20, China’s ambassador to Manila, Jing
Quan, said that diplomats from both countries had
reached a preliminary consensus on a framework for
future dialogue and exchanges.

A central outcome of the current diplomatic push is
renewed momentum behind negotiations on a
regional code of conduct between China and the
ASEAN. Jing said talks were becoming “more frequent
and more intensive”, with both sides aiming to reach
agreement by the end of the year, which is a timeline
that coincides with the Philippines holding ASEAN's
rotating chairmanship. Philippine officials, for their
part, have made clear that any deal must explicitly
reference the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
and be legally binding, a position shared by several
other Southeast Asian states.
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This diplomatic effort follows a period of heightened
friction at sea. Under President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
Manila has strengthened defense ties with the United
States and other partners such as Japan and Australia,
reversing the more China-friendly posture of his
predecessor, Rodrigo Duterte. This shift has coincided
with a rise in confrontations between Chinese and
Philippine coastguard vessels around disputed
features, particularly Second Thomas Shoal. A violent
clash in mid-2024, which left several Filipino personnel
injured, prompted both governments to agree to a
temporary arrangement to manage resupply
operations, widely seen as a stopgap rather than a
lasting solution.

Tensions have since expanded beyond ship-to-ship
encounters into legal and institutional arenas, with
Manila passing legislation to formalize its maritime
claims and Beijing responding by publishing new maps
of areas such as Scarborough Shoal.

Against this backdrop, both sides appear keen to
prevent further deterioration. Jing said Beijing does not
expect Manila to choose between China and the US
and stressed that many Filipinos still favor improved
relations. Furthermore, he also pointed to China's role
as the Philippines’ largest trading partner over the past
decade and said Beijing would welcome more imports
to narrow the trade gap.

Manila has offered limited gestures of goodwill,
including a pilot scheme granting short visa-free stays
for up to 14 days to Chinese tourists, even as political
pressure on Marcos has increased at home following
weaker-than-expected results for his allies in last year’'s
midterm elections. [South China Morning Post]
[Philippine News Agency]

Japan’s panda diplomacy fades as Ueno
Zoo pandas return to China

(mis) Japan will soon be without a single giant panda
for the first time in more than five decades, after the
twin bears Xiao Xiao and Lei Lei are flown back to
China from Tokyo's Ueno Zoo at the beginning of
calendar week six, ending a chapter of animal
diplomacy that began with the normalization of
bilateral ties in 1972.

The four-year-old twins, born at Ueno Zoo in 2021 but
owned by China under long-standing loan
arrangements, will be transferred to a conservation
and research center in Sichuan province, where they
will join their sister, Xiang Xiang. Their departure has
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triggered large crowds at the zoo, with thousands
applying for lottery-assigned tickets for brief farewell
visits and souvenir sales surging in the surrounding
area.

While the return had been scheduled long in advance,
Japanese and international media have widely
interpreted it as symbolic of the sharp cooling in
relations between Tokyo and Beijing in recent months.
Tensions escalated after Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
said in November that Japan could deploy its self-
defense forces in response to a potential Chinese
attack on Taiwan, prompting a strong backlash from
Beijing [AIR No. 47, November/2025, 4]. Since then,
Chinese tourism to Japan has fallen, cultural exchanges
have been scaled back and Chinese authorities have
indicated they do not plan to send replacement
pandas to Tokyo.

The absence is expected to carry an economic cost as
well as emotional weight. Katsuhiro Miyamoto,
professor of economy at Kansai University, estimated
that Ueno Zoo could bear a loss of around 20 billion
yen a year in revenue linked to panda-related tourism,
with cumulative losses reaching tens of billions of yen
if the situation drags on. [Deutsche Welle] [The
Guardian] [Reuters]

TikTok seals US joint venture to avert ban

(mis) TikTok has finalized a deal to create a majority
American-owned joint venture in the United States,
ending uncertainty over a possible US ban on national
security grounds.

Under the agreement, TikTok's Chinese parent
ByteDance will retain a 19.9 percent stake, while US
and international investors will hold 80.1 percent.
Oracle, a tech-giant founded by Larry Ellison, an ally of
President Donald Trump, private equity firm Silver
Lake and Abu Dhabi-based artificial-intelligence
company MGX will each own 15 percent of the new
entity, named TikTok US Data Security (USDS) Joint
Venture LLC. Other investors include the Dell Family
Office and several US and international funds.

The structure is designed to comply with a 2024 US law
that required ByteDance to divest TikTok's US
operations or face a ban. President Donald Trump,
who had delayed enforcement of the law while
negotiations continued, praised the deal and said it
had been approved by both Washington and Beijing.
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In a post on Truth Social on the evening of January 22,
President Donald Trump's wrote “I am so happy to
have helped in saving TikTok! It will now be owned by a
group of Great American Patriots and Investors, the
Biggest in the World, and will be an important Voice.”

According to TikTok, the joint venture will take control
of US user data as well as the app and the
recommendation algorithm, with all data and
algorithm operations hosted in Oracle’s US cloud. The
company said the venture will retrain and update the
algorithm using US user data, apply software security
reviews and oversee content moderation and trust-
and-safety policies.

The deal, which is valued at about USD 14 billion by US
media, removes the immediate threat to the app used
by more than 200 million Americans and roughly 7.5
million businesses. It also marks a rare instance of
direct coordination between the US and Chinese
governments on a sensitive technology issue, after
years of political confrontation over data security and
platform control. [TikTok]

Furthermore, the new entity will operate
independently with a seven-member board dominated
by US representatives. Adam Presser, previously head
of operations and trust and safety at TikTok, will serve
as chief executive, while TikTok global CEO Shou Zi
Chew will sit on the board. [Reuters] [Politico]

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang visits China as
chip access remains uncertain

(mis) Nvidia chief executive Jensen Huang is in China
starting from January 23 beginning his visit in
Shanghai, as the company seeks to stabilize its position
in a key market amid ongoing US-China technology
tensions and regulatory uncertainty over advanced Al
chips.

Huang arrived ahead of the Lunar New Year period
and is attending Nvidia's annual staff events, a rather
routine stop in previous years. He is expected to travel
to Beijing, Shenzhen and Taiwan after his visit in
Shanghai.

The trip comes at a sensitive moment for the
company’s China business. On January 14, the Trump
administration formally approved sales of Nvidia's
second-most powerful H200 Al chips to China, a move
that was expected to clear the way for renewed
shipments despite opposition from some US
lawmakers. However, Chinese customs authorities said
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the following day that the H200 chips were not
permitted to enter the country, adding fresh
uncertainty over whether deliveries can proceed [AIR
No. 3, January/2026, 3].

Chinese officials have not confirmed whether the
restriction amounts to a formal ban or a temporary
measure and Beijing has said it is not aware of any
special approval process for limited H200 sales. The
chip has become one of the main flashpoints in
bilateral technology relations, with analysts suggesting
China could use access decisions as leverage in talks
with Washington or to support domestic chipmakers.

China was once responsible for at least one-fifth of
Nvidia's data-center revenue, however US export
controls over the past two years have sharply
narrowed what products the company can sell to
Chinese clients. Huang has previously warned that
prolonged restrictions risk pushing customers toward
local competitors and weakening Nvidia's long-term
position in one of the world's largest Al markets.
[CNBC]

Huang last made several trips to mainland China in
2025, including meetings with the country’s commerce
minister, underlining the strategic importance Nvidia
continues to place on maintaining access to Chinese
customers despite tightening political and regulatory
headwinds. [Reuters] [Global Times]

Russian oils rushed into China beyond
external headwinds on both ends

(may) China is set to further increase its imports of
Russian oil, marking a rise of 0.4 million barrels per day
(bpd), from 1.1 million bpd in December 2025 to 1.5
million bpd in January 2026, as reported by Reuters
based on the latest data from the London Stock
Exchange Group (LSEG). Beijing has also ramped up its
imports of Russian Urals oil to 405,000 bpd, reaching
an all-time high in January 2026. [Reuters 1]

Oil flows from Russia have been largely redirected to
China after India, previously the largest client of
Russian Urals oil, and Turkey adopted a more cautious
stance on imports as Western sanctions tightened.
These developments have forced both countries to
seek alternative sources, resulting in a sharp reduction
in Russian oil purchases.

Meanwhile, some of China’'s major oil suppliers,
including Venezuela and Iran, have recently been hit by
United States sanctions. Moreover, Chinese oil
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supertankers reportedly made U-turns away from
Venezuela following the capture of the country’'s
president, Nicolds Maduro, by the United States in
early January 2026. [Reuters 2]

Beyond the reorientation of Russia’s long-time clients
toward other suppliers, the destabilization of China's
existing oil sources has also contributed to the surge in
Russian imports. Despite China's reliance on domestic
oil refineries, questions are emerging over the
sustainability of its home-produced oil output. For the
time being, Russia’s discounted oil has become an
increasingly viable solution for maintaining China’s
uninterrupted oil supply. [DW]

China moves to strengthen maritime and
security ties with Malta

(mis) At an economic and trade meeting in Beijing on
January 22, China’s Ministry of Commerce signaled
plans deepen collaboration with Malta. This move
encompasses cooperation in shipping, port logistics
and security, highlighting the strategic role of the
Mediterranean island in Beijing's trade routes to
Europe and its broader engagement with the EU. Both
two sides also discussed closer “strategic alignment”,
underscoring Beijing's interest in working more closely
with one of the EU’s smaller but well-connected
member states.

The push builds on long-standing economic ties.
Chinese state-owned and private firms already hold
stakes in Maltese infrastructure, including a major
shareholding by China Merchants Port Holdings in
Malta Freeport Terminals, one of the Mediterranean'’s
largest trans-shipment hubs. Malta has also stood out
politically within the bloc, having voted against EU
tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles in 2024.

Two days earlier, on January 20, China’'s ambassador to
Malta met the country’'s minister for home affairs and
employment in Valletta, where both sides discussed
strengthening people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation on public security. Malta reaffirmed its
adherence to the one-China policy, while Beijing
expressed interest in closer coordination on law-
enforcement and security matters. [Reuters] [Embassy
of the People’s Republic of China to the Republic of
Malta]
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China: Finnish Prime Minister arrived in
China to further business cooperation

(may) Business matchmaking between Finland and
China began on January 25, 2026, as Finnish Prime
Minister Petteri Orpo arrived in Beijing for a four-day
official visit, accompanied by more than 20 Finnish
executives across various sectors—ranging from
machinery and innovation to clean energy and food. As
China is Finland's largest trading partner in Asia, trade
between the two countries has been recorded to
surpass USD 8 billion as of 2025. [CGTN]

Petteri Orpo also attended the closing ceremony of the
6th China-Finland Committee for Innovative Business
Cooperation Meeting, co-hosted by China’s Ministry of
Commerce (MOFCOM) and Finland’s Ministry of
Economic Affairs and Employment, in Beijing on
January 26, 2026. According to a press release from
MOFCOM, Orpo stressed the historical economic and
trade cooperation between the two countries and the
significance of the Chinese market to Finnish
companies and expressed a shared willingness to
further cooperation in areas such as industrial
digitalization and green-oriented development.

Following a tour of the Palace Museum, Orpo is set to
meet with President Xi Jinping, Premier Li Qiang, and
Chairman of China’s National People’s Congress
Standing Committee Zhao Leji before his visit
concludes on January 28, 2026, according to the
Chinese Foreign Ministry.

The Finnish Prime Minister's visit came not long after
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney wrapped up his
historic official trip to China two weeks ago. Moreover,
as reported by the Global Times, recent orientations
towards China, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer as
he leaves for China on January 27, 2026, and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz who is also on track for
potential state visits to China, are noted as an
adjustment in foreign policies within the Western
hemisphere. However, some experts have highlighted
China's role as “a strategic partner,” rather than “an
adversary,” to Europe, arguing that this positioning
needs to be “truly” recognized. [Global Times]

China: British Prime Minister left for
China aspiring to tighten economic ties

(may) British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has
confirmed his departure for China on January 27, 2026.
Marking the first official visit by a British Prime Minister
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in eight years since former Prime Minister Theresa
May's trip in 2018, Starmer’s briefing primarily stressed
the need to repair bilateral ties, given China's status as
the world’s second-largest economy and the rapidly
declining predictability of the United States, which is no
longer viewed as a fully dependable partner.

Starmer’s visit followed soon after Beijing hosted
Canada and Finland, as the Western hemisphere has
observably shifted its foreign policy posture amid the
diminished reliability of the United States, particularly
after renewed threats to take over Greenland
intensified discussions at the Davos forum a week
earlier. In a manner similar to Finnish Prime Minister
Petteri Orpo's visit, Starmer plans to travel alongside
more than ten business executives, indicating that
economic cooperation is likely to be a top agenda item.

The visit also underscores the realization of Starmer's
long-standing ambition to ease relations with China
after several years of strained ties, largely shaped by
Britain's concerns over crackdowns on pro-democracy
protests in Hong Kong, a former British colony. From
Beijing's perspective, Starmer’s visit suggests a
possibility of closer engagement with one of the United
States’ closest allies in Europe. Meanwhile, whether
London’s economic and trade aspirations toward China
will be realized remains uncertain, as the trip has
drawn criticism from politicians in both Britain and the
United States, who argue that past economic
engagements between the two countries have yielded
limited benefits for Britain. [Reuters]

Canada, India move to reset ties as top
diplomats signal deeper cooperation

(dqgl) On January 26, India’s External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar spoke with Canadian Foreign Minister Anita
Anand about strengthening cooperation between India
and Canada. They highlighted progress under the
India-Canada “New Roadmap 2025", a framework
agreed last year to rebuild ties after a diplomatic
freeze. [Dr. S. Jaishankar, X]

Their exchange reaffirmed continued high-level
engagement on areas such as trade, investment,
energy, technology, and people-to-people links. Both
sides aim to accelerate economic cooperation and
diplomatic exchanges, reflecting a broader effort to
normalize and deepen bilateral relations that had been
strained by past political tensions. [Firstpost]

India and Canada—are preparing to formally launch
negotiations for a Comprehensive Economic
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Partnership Agreement (CEPA) aimed at significantly
expanding bilateral trade, possibly to USD 50 billion by
2030. Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney is
expected to visit New Delhi in early March, during
which both sides could finalize the launch of CEPA
discussions and sign agreements on energy, Al, critical
minerals and possibly a long-term uranium supply
deal. Officials from both nations, including India’s
finance and commerce ministers, are also planning
follow-up visits in coming months. [Business Standard]

Both India and Canada are being hit by steep tariffs
imposed by U.S. President Donald Trump on their
exports: India faces duties of up to 50 percent,
including a 25 percent penalty linked to New Delhi's
purchases of Russian oil, while Canadian exports are
subject to tariffs of 35 percent.

Indian foreign minister holds talks with
US lawmakers on trade, security and Indo-
Pacific cooperation

(dqgl) External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met a three-
member US Congressional delegation in New Delhi,
including Representatives Mike Rogers, Adam Smith
and Jimmy Patronis, alongside US Ambassador Sergio
Gor. [Dr. S. Jaishankar, X]

The talks were described by Jaishankar as “good,”
covering broad aspects of India-US ties, regional
developments in the Indo-Pacific, and the ongoing
Ukraine conflict. Both sides discussed ways to deepen
cooperation on security, trade and critical
technologies, highlighting the role of legislative-level
engagement as an important channel in the bilateral
partnership.

The diplomatic outreach also takes place while Delhi
and Washington continue negotiations on trade issues
and tariff disputes, including efforts to resolve high
U.S. duties on Indian exports — imposed over Indian
imports of Russian oil — and advance a long-pending
bilateral trade agreement. [The Times of India] [The
Economic Times]

At last week’s World Economic Forum in Davos, U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent signaled that
Washington is considering rolling back the additional
25 percent tariff imposed on Indian goods that was
linked to New Delhi’s purchases of Russian crude. He
described the tariff as having “achieved its objective”
because India’s Russian oil imports have fallen sharply.
While the tariff remains in place for now, Bessent said
there appears to be a diplomatic path to remove it if


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tyt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tyd/

India continues to diversify energy sources. [The
Tribune]

U.S. moves to bypass Indian government
in cross-border bribery case proceedings

(dqgl) The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) has asked a U.S. federal court for permission to
serve legal summons directly by email to Indian
billionaire Gautam Adani and his nephew Sagar Adani
in a major civil case involving alleged fraud and a
roughly USD 265 million bribery scheme tied to
contracts and disclosures for Adani Green Energy — an
Indian renewable energy company and part of the
Adani Group, one of India’s largest conglomerates.

This request comes after India's Ministry of Law and
Justice twice declined to help serve the summons
through the Hague Service Convention, citing
procedural issues, and appeared to question the SEC's
authority under the treaty.

The case stems from U.S. investigations into alleged
misconduct at Adani Green Energy, focusing on claims
that company executives were involved in a scheme to
bribe Indian officials to secure renewable energy
contracts while misleading U.S. investors about
compliance and governance practices. The U.S.
authorities argue that the alleged actions fall under
their jurisdiction because Adani Green raised capital
from international investors and made disclosures
affecting U.S. markets. Gautam Adani was charged in a
New York federal court in November 2024 along with
seven other individuals in connection with the scheme.
The Adani Group has consistently rejected the
allegations, calling them unfounded and politically
motivated, and has pledged to contest the case in
court. [Reuters] [CNBC]

The SEC's move prompted a broad sell-off across listed
Adani Group companies on January 23, with losses
concentrated in the group’s core and highly leveraged
entities, with Adani Green Energy recording the
steepest fall, sliding by roughly 13-14 percent, while
Adani Enterprises, the flagship firm, dropped close to
10 percent, marking its sharpest single-day decline in
months.

Taken together, the declines erased an estimated USD
12-13 billion) in market capitalization in a single
trading session, far outpacing losses in the broader
Indian equity market, which fell by less than 1 percent.
[The Indian Express]
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Indian oil tanker captain detained by
French authorities over Russian shadow
fleet suspicion

(dql) French naval forces stopped and seized the oil
tanker Grinch in the Mediterranean on suspicion it was
part of Russia’s sanctioned “shadow fleet” used to
bypass Western curbs on Russian oil exports. The ship,
which sailed from Murmansk under a Comoros flag,
was diverted to the port of Marseille-Fos, where the
58-year-old Indian captain has been detained for
questioning in a preliminary probe into whether the
vessel was operating with valid documentation.

All other crew members, also Indian nationals, remain
aboard while authorities verify the ship's flag and
papers. [Reuters]

Brazil, India reaffirm commitment to
deepening strategic partnership

(dgl) On January 22, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
held a phone conversation reaffirming their
commitment to deepening the India-Brazil Strategic
Partnership. [Prime Minister, India]

The leaders reviewed cooperation across trade,
technology, defence, energy, agriculture, health and
people-to-people exchanges and stressed the
importance of their alliance in advancing shared
interests of the Global South and multilateral
cooperation. Both sides also agreed to maintain open
dialogue on regional and global challenges.

India-Brazil trade has expanded significantly, with
bilateral merchandise exchanges totaling USD 12.19
billion in FY 2024-25, positioning Brazil as India’s
largest trading partner in Latin America and the
Caribbean. [India Today]

Lula confirms February India visit

Shortly after the phone talk, Lula officially confirmed a
state visit to India slated for February, positioning it as
a key stop before his later trip to Washington.

The visit underlines strengthening ties between Brazil
and India, two major emerging economies and
influential BRICS members. Lula’s India trip is expected
to build on earlier discussions with Prime Minister
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Narendra Modi about deepening strategic partnership
and expanding economic links. [The Tribune]

India to double Brazilian crude imports

Meanwhile, the Indian government unveiled that state-
owned refiner Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) plans to sign a contract to buy 12 million barrels
of crude oil from Brazil's state oil company Petrobras,
valued about USD 780 million in fiscal 2027, doubling
the volume from its existing agreement. The deal is
scheduled to be formalized at the India Energy Week
event later this month.

This purchase is part of India’s broader effort to
broaden its oil import sources, as supplies from Russia
have declined. Alongside the BPCL-Petrobras contract,
Indian firms are finalizing other energy agreements,
including sustainable aviation fuel projects and LNG
supply deals with international partners. [Reuters]

Indonesia and US advance trade deal
expected to expand bilateral commerce
fourfold

(jn) Indonesia and the United States are moving
forward with a bilateral trade agreement that could
significantly increase the volume of commerce
between the two countries. According to the
Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(Kadin), the pact, if fully implemented, has the
potential to quadruple bilateral trade from current
levels of approximately USD 40 billion.

The agreement is expected to address several barriers,
including reducing tariffs and facilitating market access
for Indonesian exports to the United States,
particularly in the manufacturing, agriculture, and
technology sectors. The pact also anticipates more
structured mechanisms for trade facilitation and
regulatory cooperation.

Negotiators from both countries have engaged in
discussions during recent international forums,
including the World Economic Forum in Davos, where
Indonesian business leaders highlighted the potential
economic benefits. The agreement reflects ongoing
efforts to strengthen economic ties and support
Indonesia’s strategy to increase exports and diversify
trade partners.

The trade deal, once finalized, would mark a notable
expansion in bilateral relations between Indonesia and
the United States, creating opportunities for both
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countries in terms of investment, market access, and
economic growth. Analysts indicate that, with the
implementation of agreed terms, the framework could
provide a sustainable pathway for increasing trade and
industrial cooperation between the two economies.
[Reuters]

Indonesian President Prabowo heads to
Paris after Davos, holds talks with
President Macron on bilateral ties and
global issues

(ms) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto traveled
to Paris on January 23, following his participation in the
World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting in
Davos, Switzerland, where he delivered Indonesia’s
first leader-level address at the forum since 2011. The
Paris visit took place at the invitation of French
President Emmanuel Macron and formed the final leg
of Prabowo’s European tour.

Prabowo departed Zurich International Airport in the
early afternoon, accompanied by his son Didit Prasetyo
and Cabinet Secretary Teddy Indra Wijaya. Senior
officials, including Foreign Minister Sugiono and
Indonesia’'s ambassadors to Switzerland and France,
were present at his departure. The visit followed
Prabowo's earlier stops in the United Kingdom, where
he met Prime Minister Keir Starmer and King Charles
I, and Switzerland.

In Paris, Prabowo and Macron held a closed-door
meeting and private dinner at the Elysée Palace,
reaffirming their commitment to strengthening
Indonesia-France strategic cooperation. According to
official statements, discussions focused on expanding
collaboration across defense, trade, investment,
climate action, and sustainable development, as well
as aligning views on selected international issues. The
meeting marked Prabowo’s second visit to Paris as
president, following earlier engagements in 2024 and
2025.

The Paris talks came against a backdrop of heightened
global debate over trade tensions and international
security. At Davos, Prabowo emphasized Indonesia’s
openness to economic integration and highlighted
progress on trade agreements with several partners,
including the European Union and the United
Kingdom. He also signed a document related to the
Gaza Board of Peace initiative, signaling Indonesia’s
participation in post-conflict reconstruction
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discussions, an issue on which Paris and Jakarta hold
differing positions. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia and UK deepen strategic
partnership with focus on clean energy

(jn/ms) Indonesia and the United Kingdom have
formalized a new strategic partnership aimed at
strengthening bilateral cooperation, with clean energy
and sustainable development emerging as core pillars
of the agreement. The partnership was finalized on
January 20, 2026, during high-level meetings in
London.

Under the framework, both countries agreed to
deepen collaboration across trade, investment, and
sector-specific initiatives, with particular emphasis on
supporting Indonesia’s energy transition. Key areas of
cooperation include renewable energy deployment,
power transmission infrastructure, clean technology
investment, and the expanded participation of British
companies in Indonesia’s energy sector.

As part of the agreement, the United Kingdom
confirmed continued financial and technical support
through existing mechanisms, including the Indonesia-
UK Partnership for Accelerated Climate Transitions (UK
PACT). Through the Indonesia-UK PACT fund, London
has committed approximately USD 19.08 million to
support energy efficiency programs and the
development of low-carbon transport in Indonesia.

Beyond energy, the partnership also identifies
cooperation in agricultural trade, transport
infrastructure upgrades aimed at reducing logistics
costs and carbon emissions, and initiatives designed to
promote inclusive economic growth. Officials from
both sides stressed that the agreement is intended to
deliver practical outcomes rather than symbolic
commitments.

The clean energy collaboration forms part of broader
efforts to enhance economic ties, strengthen climate-
related cooperation, and support Indonesia’s long-
term development and decarbonization goals, while
reinforcing political and strategic relations between
Jakarta and London. [Anews.com.tr] [Argus]

Japanese Prime Minister Takaichi signals
openness to talks with Chinese President
Xi amid strained ties
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(dqgl) Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi stated
during a debate with political party leaders, held on the
eve of the formal campaigning for the February 8 snap
House of Representatives election on January 27 (see
article in this election) that she is open to holding
direct talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping, signaling
a possible diplomatic opening despite strained

bilateral relations.

She said dialogue could help ensure Japan’s stance is
clearly understood, even as tensions remain high
following her remarks in November that a Chinese
attack on Taiwan could qualify as a situation
threatening Japan’s survival, potentially justifying
collective self-defense. Those comments triggered
strong retaliation from Beijing, including travel
advisories and renewed restrictions on Japanese
seafood.

Takaichi also reiterated her focus on strengthening
Japan's security framework — viewed by Beijing as
militarization push destabilizing the region —,
including a possible reassessment of the country’s
non-nuclear principles, though she framed this as part
of broader efforts to protect Japan's territory and
citizens. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Takaichi's remarks come as China has once again
advised its citizens not to travel to Japan, issuing the
warning ahead of the Lunar New Year holiday in
February and urging those already in Japan to be
cautious about crime and natural disasters, including
recent earthquakes.

They also come amid severe strain on air connectivity
between China and Japan. According to Flight Master
data, 49 routes linking mainland China and Japan were
fully suspended in February, while the share of
cancelled flights bound for Japan climbed to 47.2
percent in January, up by almost eight percentage
points compared with December. [SCMP] [The
Standard]

Japan’s non-nuclear principles are a long-standing
national policy committing the country to remaining
free of nuclear weapons. They state that Japan will not
possess nuclear weapons, will not produce them, and
will not permit nuclear weapons to be brought into the
country. First articulated in 1967 and later endorsed by
the Diet, the principles reflect Japan’'s postwar pacifist
identity and its experience as the only nation to have
suffered atomic bombings.
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Japan, Namibia commit to deepening
strategic partnership

(dgl) Japan and Namibia agreed to step up their
strategic partnership following talks in Tokyo on
January 21 between Namibia's International Relations
and Trade Minister Selma Ashipala-Musavyi and
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Discussions centered on expanding economic
cooperation, deepening political ties and coordinating
more closely on regional and global issues, with Motegi
emphasizing Namibia's importance as a logistics hub
connecting Indian Ocean trade routes to southern
Africa and Ashipala-Musavyi seeking greater Japanese
investment, particularly in minerals and energy. [APA
News]

The meeting came after last month Namibia’s
government, Japan and the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) agreed on a JPY 436 million (USD
2.8 million) climate resilience project to help drought-
stricken farming communities in five regions of
Namibia over the next two years. The initiative aims to
support about 6,000 households by providing
agricultural inputs, small livestock and climate-smart
technologies like solar irrigation and hydroponics, and
by training farmers and extension workers in adaptive
farming methods. [FAO]

Lao leader begins state visit to Vietham

(ms) Lao People’s Revolutionary Party General
Secretary and President Thongloun Sisoulith arrived in
Hanoi on January 26, beginning a two-day state visit to
Vietnam at the invitation of Vietnamese Party General
Secretary T6 Lam and his spouse. Thongloun is
accompanied by his spouse and a high-level
delegation.

Senior Vietnamese leaders welcomed the delegation at
Noi Bai International Airport, including Politburo
member and National Assembly Vice Chairman D6 Van
Chién, Foreign Minister Lé Hoai Trung, Vice President
V& Thi Anh Xuan, and other central and local officials.
[Voice of Vietham]

Laos and Cambodia open new transit
route for agricultural exports to China
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(ms) Laos and Cambodia have agreed on a new
framework to facilitate the transit of agricultural
products across their shared border, creating a faster
and more efficient route for Cambodian farm exports
to reach China. The agreement was signed in Phnom
Penh and sets out practical arrangements for the
transit and transshipment of agricultural goods
through Lao territory.

Officials said the deal aims to streamline border
procedures and reduce administrative delays that have
previously slowed cross-border trade. By making
greater use of Laos' transport corridors, Cambodia
expects to lower logistics costs and shorten delivery
times to overseas markets, particularly China.

The talks also covered broader agricultural
cooperation, including fertilizer supply, seed
development, and improving food quality and safety
standards to meet international requirements.
Environmental coordination was another focus, with
both sides agreeing to strengthen cooperation on
forest fire prevention, wildlife protection, and the
sustainable management of shared natural resources.

Officials described the agreement as a step toward
deeper regional trade integration, reinforcing Laos’
role as a key land bridge in mainland Southeast Asia
while supporting Cambodia’s export diversification
efforts. [The Laotian Times]

Laos advises citizens to delay US Visa
applications amid suspension

The Lao Ministry of Foreign Affairs has advised citizens
to temporarily avoid applying for United States visas
following Washington’s suspension of visa issuance for
Laos, which took effect on January 21. The ministry
said the move follows a decision by the US Department
of State to halt the issuance of all visa categories for
citizens of 75 countries, including Laos.

Officials warned that visa applications submitted
during the suspension will not be processed and that
applicants may still be charged application fees
without receiving a visa. Lao citizens were therefore
urged to wait until further notice before submitting
applications.

The suspension does not apply to holders of
diplomatic or official passports. Lao nationals traveling
to the United States on official duties or to attend
international conferences by invitation may continue
under existing arrangements.
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The visa halt forms part of broader US immigration
restrictions introduced under the Trump
administration. The Lao foreign ministry said it is
monitoring the situation and will provide updated
guidance if conditions change. [The Laotian Times]

Laos and EU launch forest conservation
project

(ms) Laos has partnered with the European Union and
the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) Laos to launch
a new forest conservation initiative aimed at
strengthening environmental protection while
empowering local communities. The three-year
project, titled Guardians of Lao Nature: Protecting
Nature, Empowering Communities, has a budget of EUR
1.6 million (about USD 1.9 million).

Led by the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment,
the initiative seeks to improve the management of
protected areas by promoting cooperation between
government agencies, civil society organizations, and
communities living near forests and wetlands. It builds
on earlier conservation programs and applies the
Forest Development Village model, which encourages
villagers to take an active role in protecting forests,
wildlife, and natural resources.

The project will focus on Nam Et-Phou Louey National
Park and parts of Borikhamsay and Savannakhet
provinces from 2025 to 2028. Officials said the
program aims to address ongoing forest loss driven by
agricultural expansion, infrastructure development,
and unsustainable logging while supporting
sustainable livelihoods and long-term conservation.
[The Laotian Times]

Malaysia rejects Indonesian reports of
Sabah land transfer

(dgl) Malaysia has insisted that negotiations with
Indonesia over the Sabah-Kalimantan land border on
Borneo remain unresolved, rejecting Indonesian media
reports that a land swap or transfer has already taken
place.

Malaysian leaders, including Foreign Minister
Mohamad Hasan and Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
stressed that discussions are still at a technical
demarcation stage, with surveyors working to reconcile
discrepancies between maps and on-the-ground
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boundaries, and that no final political agreement or
cession of territory has been made.

The dispute emerged after Indonesian officials stated
that three villages in Nunukan, North Kalimantan had
become part of Malaysia following a 2024
memorandum on Sebatik Island, with Indonesia
reportedly receiving over 5,200 hectares elsewhere as
compensation. Malaysia has publicly denied that any
such transfer has been concluded, saying talks on any
compensation will be handled through proper
negotiations.

Amid the conflicting narratives, the Sabah Law Society
has urged greater transparency, arguing that
Indonesian claims of specific villages and land figures
contradict Malaysia's description of a purely technical
process, and calling for the release of legal documents,
maps and survey records. [SCMP]

On the Indonesian side, the government stated that it
is reviewing concerns over three villages along the
Nunukan-Malaysia border and is moving to calm
public unease by conducting on-site inspections before
taking any decisions. State Secretary Prasetyo Hadi
said authorities will gather first-hand information and
consult relevant ministries to determine the best
course of action, without setting a timeline.

The issue follows parliamentary testimony that an
outstanding boundary matter had been discussed with
Malaysia in February 2025, with three villages in North
Kalimantan recorded administratively as lying within
Malaysian territory. At the same time, Indonesian
officials noted that more than 5,200 hectares of land
currently under Malaysia are designated to be
transferred to Indonesia for a planned free-trade zone.

Regional border authorities have pushed back against
claims that territory was suddenly “lost,” stressing that
the land boundary process is long-running,
incremental, and technical, and that recent
parliamentary discussions focused on border
development and local welfare rather than a new
dispute. [Antara News]

Malaysia, Singapore continue maritime
border negotiations under UNCLOS
framework

(ea) Malaysia and Singapore are continuing
negotiations to demarcate their maritime boundaries,
with both sides reaffirming that the process is guided
by international law, particularly the United Nations
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Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982.
Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan said
discussions remain ongoing and are being conducted
through established diplomatic channels, including a
recent meeting on January 21 between the director-
general of the Maritime Affairs Department and the
Singaporean counterparts.

The negotiations do not focus on a single disputed
area but instead cover several maritime zones that
require detailed legal and technical assessments.
According to Mohamad, this broader scope reflects the
complexity of maritime boundary delimitation and the
need for scrutiny to ensure outcomes uphold
sovereignty, national dignity, and public trust.

Addressing questions related to Batu Puteh, Batu
Tengah, and Tubir Selatan—small maritime features
located at the eastern entrance of the Singapore Strait
—Mohamad reiterated that the issue is governed by
the International Court of Justice’s 2008 ruling.

The judgment awarded sovereignty over Batu Puteh to
Singapore, while related matters have continued to be
discussed through regular bilateral leadership
engagements. He stressed that Malaysia remains
committed to resolving outstanding maritime issues
within the existing international legal framework.
[Bernama]

Malaysia confirms UK cooperation in
money laundering case

(ea) Malaysia's anti-corruption authorities have
confirmed that their investigation into an alleged USD
624 million (MYR 2.5 billion) money laundering scheme
involving IJM Corporation Behad, one of Malaysia's
largest construction and infrastructure companies, is
being conducted with the cooperation of the United
Kingdom. The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) said it is working with the UK's Serious Fraud
Office (SFO), reflecting the cross-border nature of the
suspected financial transactions.

MACC chief commissioner Azam Baki said UK
authorities had submitted multiple information
requests as part of their inquiry. While no new findings
have been disclosed, MACC confirmed that
investigations remain ongoing, including the
summoning of individuals to provide statements. The
case is believed to relate to alleged conduct dating
back to 2015 or 2016, complicating efforts to gather
documentation and reconstruct transactions.
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The probe reportedly involves two individuals currently
overseas and includes allegations of corruption, money
laundering, and share price manipulation. These
allegations are linked to investment transactions and
market activity surrounding a proposed 2.75 billion
(MYR 11 billion) acquisition of JM by Sunway Group, a
deal that has drawn attention for its potential to
reshape Malaysia's property and construction sectors.
[Malay Mail]

Malaysia’s anti-corruption agency signs
MoU with UAE to deepen governance
cooperation

(dqgl) Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
agreed to enhance cooperation to fight corruption by
signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) and the UAE Accountability Authority (UAEAA)
in Abu Dhabi.

The agreement is designed to boost joint efforts in
promoting transparency, integrity, and sharing
expertise in anti-corruption practices. [Bernama]

Kazakhstan, Mongolia aim to quadruple
bilateral trade

(dgl) Mongolia and Kazakhstan are pursuing a
substantial increase in their bilateral trade, targeting a
USD 500 million annual trade turnover over the
medium term—up sharply from roughly USD 121.5
million in January-November 2025.

This goal was discussed by Kazakhstan's Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of National Economy Serik
Zhumangarin and Mongolia’s visiting Deputy Prime
Minister Khassuuri Gankhuyag. Both sides believe they
can reach this level by broadening the range of traded
goods, advancing joint economic projects, and
reducing trade barriers. Kazakhstan currently exports
mainly food products, oilseeds and machinery to
Mongolia, while Mongolia’s exports to Kazakhstan are
led by meat, cashmere, footwear and carpets.

To deepen commercial ties, Kazakhstan plans to send
a trade mission to Mongolia to promote its industrial
and export potential. The two countries also see
agriculture and veterinary vaccine cooperation as
growth areas, including possible localized production
in Mongolia. Kazakhstan and Mongolia formalized a
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strategic partnership in 2024, reflecting strengthening
political and economic links. [Trend.az] [Kazinform]

Meanwhile, Kazakhstan have taken steps to formalize
cooperation on pension rights and social security
protections for citizens of both countries. The Senate
approved on January 22 a law to ratify a bilateral
agreement on pension cooperation, which was signed
in October 2024 (see AR No. 45, November/2024, 1).

Under this pact, work periods and social insurance
contributions earned in one country will be recognized
by the other when determining eligibility and
calculating pension benefits, helping people who have
lived or worked across the two countries qualify for
retirement payments more easily.

It also sets procedures for confirming employment
history and facilitates the transfer of Kazakhstan’s
accumulated pension savings for citizens relocating to
Mongolia. Implementation is expected to simplify
administrative procedures and strengthen social
guarantees for mobile workers and retirees. [Open.kg]

Mongolia, Russia discuss stable petroleum
supplies

(fs) Mongolia's Minister of Industry and Mineral
Resources G. Damdinnyam held a high-level meeting in
Moscow with Russian Energy Minister Sergei Tsivilev
and First Deputy Energy Minister Pavel Sorokin to
discuss long-term stability in Mongolia's energy supply.

The talks focused on addressing recent fluctuations in
petroleum deliveries and ensuring uninterrupted fuel
supplies throughout 2026. Damdinnyam expressed
appreciation for Russia’s support in stabilizing
Mongolia's fuel market following recent shortages.
Tsivilev reaffirmed that both sides would fully
implement their commitments under the existing
intergovernmental agreement and confirmed Russia’s
readiness to support continued cooperation on stable
petroleum deliveries. [GoGO]

Capital cities of Mongolia, Uzbekistan to
expand cooperation

(fs) A meeting between Ulaanbaatar Mayor and
Governor Niyambaatar Khishgee and Tashkent Mayor
Shavkat Umurzakov was held in Tashkent, focusing on
urban development priorities and cooperation.
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During the visit, Tashkent officials presented digital
systems used to monitor urban processes, enhance
public security, and respond rapidly to emergencies.

Following the discussions, both sides expressed
interest in strengthening interregional cooperation,
exchanging expertise, and implementing joint
initiatives aimed at sustainable urban development
and improving residents’ quality of life.

Uzbekistan and Mongolia have expanded their
strategic partnership since establishing diplomatic
relations in 1992, with cooperation covering economic,
transport, and cultural fields. Bilateral trade grew more
than tenfold between 2019 and 2024, increasing from
USD 1.9 million to USD 20.4 million. [Trend.az]
[Open.kg]

Mongolian, German agricultural
cooperatives sign cooperation
agreements

(fs) Agricultural cooperatives from Mongolia and
Germany have signed memorandums of
understanding to strengthen bilateral cooperation in
the food and agriculture sector.

The agreements were signed by the Mongolian
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, and Light Industry
(MOFALI) Minister Badamsuren Myagmarsuren during
the 2026 Berlin Agriculture Minister's Conference and
the 18th Global Forum for Food and Agriculture, held
on January 16-18 in Berlin. The parties also agreed to
implement a medium-term program focused on
training young professionals in the sector.

On the sidelines, Myagmarsuren held meetings with
regional agricultural ministers from Brandenburg and
Saxony, agreeing to explore joint projects, improve
Mongolia's agricultural legal framework, and introduce
elements of Germany's cooperative model to enhance
competitiveness. [Montsame]

China and Nepal agree to accelerate
cross-border projects and trade
facilitation

(Im) Nepal and China agreed on January 23 to expedite
cross-border infrastructure and trade-related projects
during the third meeting of the China-Nepal
Coordination Mechanism on Border Trade and


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tdy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tdj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tdt/

Cooperation, held in Lhasa in China’s Tibet
Autonomous Region. The mechanism is the primary
bilateral forum for coordinating border trade,
transport, customs, and related infrastructure between
the two countries.

Toth sides agreed to accelerate work on several
projects linked to Nepal-China connectivity. These
include inland clearance depots at Kimanthangka,
Jilong (Rasuwa), and Lizi (Mustang); road and tunnel
projects connecting Kathmandu and northern border
points, including the Tokha-Chhahare tunnel; and
upgrades to key road sections such as Hilsa-Simkot
and Rasuwagadhi-Syaphrubesi. The delegations also
agreed to improve implementation of the existing
Nepal-China Border Transport Agreement to reduce
time and costs associated with cross-border trade.

On trade arrangements, discussions covered updating
the 1981 Trade and Payment Agreement, simplifying
border passes, setting quotas for fertilizer imports, and
extending China’s zero-tariff treatment for Nepali
exports following Nepal's graduation from Least
Developed Country status. Technical measures
discussed included green-channel clearance for
selected Nepali agricultural exports, risk-based
inspections, improved laboratory testing, data sharing,
and smoother vehicle movement at border crossings.

The meeting also addressed border security
coordination, disaster-related transport rerouting,
tourism cooperation, and people-to-people
connectivity. These included proposals for a trans-
border tourism zone linking Jilong and Nepal's Rasuwa
district, resumption of bus services between
Kathmandu and Lhasa, cooperation on customs
training and standards, mutual recognition of certain
medical qualifications, and cooperation in traditional
medicine. [The Kathmandu Post]

US Federal Court blocks termination of
Temporary Protected Status for Burma

(anl) A US federal court has ordered the Trump
administration to delay ending Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) for Burma while a class action lawsuit
proceeds.

US District Court Judge Matthew F. Kennelly ruled on
January 23 that the administration likely failed to follow
the law, warning that ending TPS now would cause
“significant, irreparable harms"” to TPS holders. He said
the government appeared not to have properly
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reviewed conditions in Burma, as required under the
TPS statute.

The lawsuit, filed by six Burmese TPS holders on behalf
of nearly 4,000 people, challenges the termination of
TPS that was set to take effect on 26 January.

If TPS had been terminated, thousands would have
faced deportation to conflict-affected Burma, still
under military rule following the 2021 coup, ongoing
human rights abuses, and conditions worsened by a
7.7-magnitude earthquake last year. [Mizzima]
[Reuters]

TPS is a humanitarian immigration designation in the
U.S. that allows nationals of certain countries to live
and work legally in the US for a limited period when it
is unsafe for them to return home.

U.S. signals reduced role in North Korea
deterrence

(dqgl) The U.S. Department of War's recently published
2026 National Defense Strategy (NDS) outlines a
significant change in how Washington approaches
deterrence of North Korea. [Department of War, USA]

The strategy envisions a “more limited” U.S. role in
deterring Pyongyang, shifting primary responsibility to
South Korea while the United States continues to offer
critical but reduced support. The document notes
South Korea's stronger military capacity—bolstered by
increased defense spending and a robust defense
industry—as part of the rationale for this shift. [ABC
News]

It also underscores a broader U.S. focus on defending
the homeland and countering strategic competition,
particularly with China, over maintaining a heavy U.S.
military footprint on the Korean Peninsula.

Notably, the strategy omits explicit language about
pursuing denuclearization of the peninsula, suggesting
a move toward managing North Korea's nuclear
arsenal rather than seeking its elimination. [The
Guardian]

Analysts highlight that the U.S. strategy’s shift in focus
— prioritizing homeland defense and securing the
Western hemisphere dominance — could inadvertently
open opportunities for North Korea to expand its arms
trade, including access to regions where enforcement
of embargoes is limited. Relaxed global pressure or
weakening sanctions tied to future diplomatic
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engagement could further encourage other countries
and groups to turn to Pyongyang for military supplies.
[North 38]

China-Pakistan agriculture summit yields
USD 4.5 billion in MoUs

(Im) Pakistani and Chinese companies signed 79
Memoranda of Understanding at the Pakistan-China
Agriculture Investment Conference in Islamabad on
January 20, with a stated investment value of USD 4.5
billion. The summit brought together more than 300
firms, including 199 Chinese and 191 Pakistani
companies, focusing on fertilizers, seed development,
agricultural machinery, precision farming, and smart
irrigation.

The conference was organized by Pakistan’s Ministry of
National Food Security and Research and framed as a
shift from policy dialogue to investment-led
cooperation. Officials stated that the event
emphasized direct business-to-business matchmaking
and project-based facilitation, rather than non-binding
discussions. Agreements were concluded across ten
agricultural and allied sub-sectors, including food
processing, agri-technology, livestock and dairy,
fisheries, post-harvest infrastructure, and agricultural
inputs.

The deals sit within the broader China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor framework, under which Islamabad
and Beijing have expanded cooperation beyond
infrastructure into agriculture and value-added
production. Pakistani officials argue that deeper
agricultural ties could improve food security, raise
rural employment, and support exports, while offering
Chinese firms access to a large and under-capitalized
farming market. [Arab News]

Pakistani airspace ban on Indian-
registered aircraft extended through late
February

(Im) Pakistan has extended its ban on Indian-registered
aircraft using Pakistani airspace until February 24,
marking the eighth extension since the measure was
first imposed in late April 2025.

Islamabad introduced the ban following a sharp
escalation with India after a deadly attack in Indian-
administered Kashmir. India blamed Pakistan for the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-thr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-thy/

attack, an allegation Islamabad denied, calling instead
for an international investigation. The crisis escalated
into missile, drone, and artillery exchanges before a
United States-brokered ceasefire took effect on May
10. [Arab News]

Malaysia and Pakistan explore sector-
specific expansion of economic
cooperation

(Im) Pakistan and Malaysia held talks on January 26
aimed at expanding bilateral cooperation in halal food,
green energy, and tourism, as part of ongoing efforts
to deepen economic ties between the two countries.
The discussions took place in Malaysia between
Pakistan's high commissioner and the governor of the
Malaysian state of Sarawak.

Bilateral trade between Pakistan and Malaysia
currently stands at approximately USD 1.4 billion
annually. In October 2025, both governments
announced a USD 200 million halal meat trade quota,
signaling a renewed focus on halal-certified agri-food
trade as a growth area. Malaysian exports to Pakistan
are dominated by palm oil and other vegetable fats,
followed by machinery, rubber products, and organic
chemicals, while Pakistan's main exports to Malaysia
include rice, textiles, seafood, and minerals.

The talks also referenced cooperation under the
Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership
Agreement, in force since 2008, which provides
preferential market access for goods and services.
[Arab News]

Myanmar and Pakistan agree to
strengthen consular coordination on
scam victims

(as) Pakistan and Myanmar agreed on January 26 to
strengthen bilateral consular cooperation, with a
specific focus on nationals victimized by transnational
scam networks operating from Myanmar's border
areas. The agreement was announced in Islamabad
following talks between Pakistan’'s deputy prime
minister and foreign minister Ishaq Dar and
Myanmar's foreign minister Than Swe, who is on a
four-day official visit.

During the visit, the two countries also signed a
memorandum of understanding on political
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consultations between their foreign ministries, aimed
at institutionalizing regular dialogue on bilateral,
regional, and international issues. Myanmar
additionally expressed interest in expanding
cooperation on trade and investment, including
business-to-business engagement. [Arab News]

U.S. projects bilateral trade with Pakistan
to exceed USD 8 billion

The United States has projected that bilateral trade
with Pakistan could exceed USD 8 billion in 2025,
signaling growing confidence in Pakistan's export
capacity and economic engagement. The projection
was highlighted during a visit by the US chargé
d'affaires to Sialkot, Pakistan’s key export-oriented
industrial hub, where meetings were held with
exporters and business leaders.

The outreach comes amid a broader effort by
Islamabad and Washington to improve bilateral ties
since mid-2025, including higher-level political and
military contacts and renewed dialogue on trade,
minerals, and security cooperation. In July 2025, both
sides agreed to a bilateral trade deal featuring
reciprocal tariff reductions and frameworks for US
investment in Pakistan’s energy and mineral sectors.
[Arab News]

Pakistan, UK review regional security and
cross-border militancy during Islamabad
talks

(Im) Pakistani and British officials held talks in
Islamabad on January 20, focused on regional security
and cross-border militant attacks, amid a surge in
violence in Pakistan's western border regions. The
discussions took place during a visit by the United
Kingdom's special representative for Afghanistan and
were led on the Pakistani side by Islamabad's envoy for
Afghanistan.

The talks reviewed the deteriorating security
environment linked to attacks originating from across
the Afghan border and emphasized continued
coordination and information-sharing to address
shared concerns. Pakistan has repeatedly accused
Afghanistan of allowing militant groups to operate
from its territory and has alleged Indian backing for
groups targeting Pakistan, claims denied by Kabul and
New Delhi.
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The engagement reflects ongoing Pakistan-United
Kingdom cooperation on counterterrorism, including
intelligence coordination and military-to-military
contacts. It also follows earlier bilateral mechanisms,
including the Pakistan-UK Counter Terrorism Dialogue,
underscoring sustained Western concern over
militancy tied to Afghanistan and its spillover effects on
regional stability. [Arab News 1]

Separately in the United Kingdom, a criminal case is
under way in which prosecutors allege a coordinated
plot to attack two UK-based critics linked to Pakistani
politics, with the investigation being led by UK counter-
terrorism police due to what authorities described as
the targeted nature of the incidents. Prosecutors told a
London court that the alleged plot involved near-
simultaneous attempts on December 24, 2025, to
assault two men at their homes. Reuters reported that
one of the alleged targets is Shahzad Akbar, a former
senior adviser to jailed former prime minister Imran
Khan, while the other is Adil Raja, a former army officer
who has since become an online political commentator
and YouTuber associated with pro-Khan narratives.
Authorities also described a later incident involving
attempted arson linked to one of the addresses, and
said court proceedings are continuing. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia reaffirm push
to deepen economic cooperation at Davos

(Im) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia agreed to strengthen
economic and investment cooperation during talks on
the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos on
January 22. Pakistan’s finance minister met Saudi
Arabia’s investment minister to review ongoing
cooperation and assess progress on existing and
planned projects across multiple sectors, according to
Pakistan’s Finance Division.

The meeting builds on a recent acceleration in bilateral
ties, including a defense cooperation agreement
signed in September 2025 and the launch of a formal
economic cooperation framework in October aimed at
expanding trade and investment. Both sides
emphasized sustained high-level engagement and
stronger institutional linkages as necessary to translate
political alignment into concrete projects. [Arab News]

Pakistan-UAE leadership-level
engagements deepen focus on trade,
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investment, and unresolved commercial
issues

(Im) Pakistan has stepped up high-level engagement
with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as both countries
review economic, investment, and security ties amid
Pakistan's broader push to stabilize its economy and
attract foreign capital.

President Asif Ali Zardari departed for a four-day
official visit to the UAE from January 26 to 29, leading a
senior delegation for talks with Emirati leaders on
trade, economic partnership, defense and security
cooperation, and people-to-people links. The visit will
also cover regional and international issues of mutual
interest and follows UAE President Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan's visit to Pakistan late last year.
[Arab News 1]

The visit takes place against the backdrop of deep
financial and commercial ties. The UAE is Pakistan's
third-largest trading partner after China and the United
States and has played a critical stabilizing role during
periods of financial stress through central bank
deposits, loans, and investment commitments. Over
the past two decades, Emirati investments in Pakistan
have exceeded USD 10 billion, and in January 2024 the
two countries signed agreements worth more than
USD 3 billion covering railways, economic zones, and
infrastructure.

Parallel to the presidential visit, Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar has been holding
separate meetings in the UAE following his
participation at the World Economic Forum in Davos. A
key focus of his discussions has been investment
cooperation and the long-running dispute with UAE
telecom group Etisalat over its 26 percent stake in
Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL).
Etisalat has withheld around USD 800 million in final
payments linked to the 2005 privatization deal, citing
delays in the transfer of properties promised under
the agreement—an interpretation Pakistan disputes.
Islamabad has revived talks on the issue as part of
efforts to restore investor confidence, advance
privatization plans, and meet commitments under an
International Monetary Fund-supported reform
program. [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

At the same time, Pakistani authorities have sought to
clarify media reports suggesting a deterioration in
economic relations with Abu Dhabi. The government
has denied claims that it canceled a proposed lease
allowing the UAE to operate Islamabad International
Airport, stating that no such agreement was ever
concluded. Instead, Islamabad confirmed that the
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airport has been formally included in Pakistan’s active
privatization program under a long-term concession
model, alongside Karachi and Lahore airports, using an
open international bidding process. Officials stressed
that the shift away from a government-to-government
framework reflects economic and procedural
considerations rather than any political or diplomatic
disagreement with the UAE. [Arab News 4]

China summons Philippine Ambassador
over remarks

(ab) On Thursday, January 22, 2026, China's Foreign
Ministry summoned the Philippines’ ambassador to
China, complicating maritime relations between the
two countries. The diplomatic tensions immediately
heightened after the Philippine Coast Guard's
spokesperson Jay Tarriela posted on social media a
picture of himself giving a presentation, with a collage
of satirical images of President Xi Jinping alongside the
text “Why China remains to be bully?”

China's Foreign Ministry condemned the Philippine
government for “turning a blind eye” on Tarriela’s
baseless remarks against China, calling for the
Philippines to “undo the negative impact as soon as
possible.” Beyond summoning the Philippine
Ambassador to Beijing, the Chinese embassy in Manila
also filed a diplomatic protest over the social media
post, claiming that such action constitutes a “serious
violation of China’s political dignity” and accusing
Tarriela of smearing President Xi.

As a response, Tarriela released a statement
condemning China’s diplomatic protest as an attempt
to divert public attention away from China’s repeated
aggressive actions in the West Philippine Sea. In the
statement, Tarriela also suggested that China respect
the 2016 Arbitral award by withdrawing from its
illegally occupied reclaimed islands and ending all
harassment of Filipino fishermen if Beijing truly wants
to undo any “negative impact.” Although the Philippine
Department of Foreign Affairs has not directly
addressed the ongoing tensions between Tarriela and
Chinese officials, it has issued a statement that the
Department supports government officials “performing
their lawful duties in defense of Philippines
sovereignty.”

In the past weeks, the Chinese embassy in Manila has
exchanged accusations with several Philippine officials
on social media platforms such as Facebook. Both
sides directly and publicly attack each other over the
overlapping maritime claims in the West Philippine
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Sea. Diplomatic responses on social media are known
to be an untraditional diplomatic resolution, reflecting
the current sour relations between China and the
Philippines over their maritime disputes. [Inquirer.net]
[PhilStar1] [PhilStar2]

Amid growing strains between the two countries,
Philippine authorities have increased tighter security
measures and intensified monitoring operations to
address any possible threats across both at sea and on
land. These heightened tensions came evident when
the Western Naval Command (WNC) confirmed that a
Chinese Long March 12 rocket had traversed through
Palawan airspace on the afternoon of January 19, 2026.
Earlier that day, the Philippine Space Agency issued an
advisory warning that rocket debris was projected to
fall in two drop zones: approximately 22 nautical miles
away from Puerto Princesa, Palawan and 14 nautical
miles away from Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park. Both
locations are within Philippine archipelagic waters.

The launch prompted heightened alert levels and
coordinated monitoring efforts among concerned
agencies, including the WNC, the Philippine Coast
Guard, Western Command, Provincial Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Office, Philippine National
Police Maritime Group, and Puerto Princesa City
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office.
Authorities reported no injuries, property damage, or
debris impact on land. [ABS CBN] [Philippine Space
Agency]

Philippines to receive surveillance aircraft
from the United States

(ab) The Philippines military is expected to receive new
surveillance aircraft and additional maintenance
support from the United States through the U.S.
Foreign Military Sales program. The Philippines is
among several U.S. partners to benefit from the
increased budget of a contract awarded to Textron, a
U.S.-based aircraft manufacturer. The deal
encompasses the procurement of two Cessna C-208B
Grand Caravans, which are expected to assist the
Philippine military's counter-terrorism efforts and
boost its maritime security capabilities. The aircraft will
be added to the Philippine Air Force's fleet,
supplementing the four Cessna C-208B planes
currently used for maritime patrol operations. [ABS
CBN] [USNI News]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tkd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tkh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tkk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tkk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-giujidy-l-tul/

US approves potential USD 2.3 billion
defense sale to Singapore

(ms) The United States has approved a potential sale of
maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft,
lightweight torpedoes, and related equipment to
Singapore in a deal valued at an estimated USD 2.3
billion, the Pentagon said on January 21.

According to a statement released by the US
Department of Defense, the proposed sale was
approved by the State Department and formally
notified to Congress. Boeing is listed as the principal
contractor for the aircraft component of the package.

The sale includes maritime patrol and reconnaissance
capabilities intended to strengthen Singapore's ability
to monitor and secure critical sea lanes in Southeast
Asia. US officials said the transaction would enhance
Singapore’s capacity to address current and future
maritime threats while supporting interoperability with
US and allied forces.

The Defense Security Cooperation Agency said the deal
would advance US foreign policy and national security
objectives by bolstering the defense of a close strategic
partner that plays a key role in regional stability and
economic security.

Singapore’s Ministry of Defence has previously said it
plans to replace its aging Fokker 50 maritime patrol
aircraft with Boeing P-8A Poseidon aircraft as part of a
long-term modernization program.

The approval does not guarantee a final contract,
which will depend on negotiations and congressional
review. The proposed sale comes amid broader US-
Singapore defense cooperation, including joint
training, basing access, and ongoing purchases of US
military equipment. [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

South Korean court upheld ruling in favor
of forced laborers during Japan colonial
era

(co) An appellate court on January 22 upheld a lower
court order requiring Mitsubishi Heavy Industries to
compensate South Koreans forced into labor during
Japan’s 1910-45 colonial rule.

The Gwangju High Court ordered the company to pay
KRW 100 million (USD 68.000) to each surviving victim,
while compensation for deceased victims will be
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distributed to their heirs, reaffirming corporate liability
under a 2018 Supreme Court precedent, which
rejected Japan's argument that compensation claims
were settled by a 1965 bilateral treaty.

14 forced labor compensation cases are still pending in
the Gwangju region. [The Korea Herald]

U.S. raises tariffs on South Korea to 25
percent

(co) US President Donald Trump announced a hike in
tariffs on imports from South Korea to 25 percent,
accusing Seoul of failing to follow through on a trade
deal reached last year.

The higher levies, up from 15 percent, would apply
across a broad range of products, including
automobiles, pharmaceuticals and lumber. In a post on
his Truth Social platform, Trump cites delays in
approval by South Korea's National Assembly as
reason for the tariff increase, saying that South Korea's
legislature is not ,living up to its Deal with the United
States “, referring to trade agreement reached with
South Korean President Lee Jae Myung after their
summit in July last year. [Truth Social]

According to a lawmaker from the ruling Democratic
Party, the bills are being processed in accordance with
usual procedures, and the agreement doesn't include a
deadline for the bill's passage. Seoul said it had
received no formal notice of the move and is seeking
urgent talks with Washington, with its industry minister
planning a visit to address the dispute. [BBC] [The
Korea Herald]

Shortly after Trump’s surprise announcement, South
Korea's finance ministry said it will closely
communicate with the US about the legislative process
regarding Seoul’s pledge to invest USD 350 billion in
the United States, which was part of the tariff deal
between the two countries. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

According to analysts, Trump's surprise tariff hike is
intended to pressure Seoul to swiftly implement its
billion-investment plans, amid domestic uncertainties
in Washington, including a pending US Supreme Court
ruling on the legality of reciprocal tariffs.

Broader US-South Korean tensions, including disputes
over digital regulation, a probe into the US-listed
retailer Coupang, and mounting friction with European
allies, may also have factored into the decision.
[Yonhap News Agency 2]
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The move sparked debate among South Korean
observers and analysts over whether Trump crossed a
line by directly pressuring the legislature of a foreign
country, a step widely seen as a departure from
diplomatic norms and a strain on alliance trust. [The
Korea Herald]

US defense strategy calls for South Korea
to take primary role in deterring North
Korea

(co) The new U.S. National Defense Strategy (NDS)
released January 23 says South Korea is capable of
taking primary responsibility for deterring North
Korean threats, with the United States providing
“critical but more limited” support, reflecting President
Donald Trump's America First approach to alliance
burden-sharing.

The Pentagon said the shift in responsibility aligns with
US interests in modernizing the alliance and adjusting
force posture in Korea, while keeping North Korea
classified as a “direct military threat” with nuclear
forces posing a “clear and present” danger to both
South Korea and the US homeland.

The document stresses that stronger burden-sharing
would produce a more mutually beneficial alliance and
better align with US defense priorities, particularly
amid rising China-related concerns.

Even though President Trump is committed to the
"complete" denuclearization of the North, the NDS, like
the 2022 version, omits explicit mention of it.

The document comes as Washington signals possible
changes to the role of US Forces Korea to address
wider security challenges beyond just on the Korean
peninsula and praises Seoul's pledge to raise defense
spending to 3.5 percent of GDP, calling South Korea a
model ally in taking on greater defense responsibility.
This aligns with broader efforts of President Lee Jae
Myung to transfer wartime operational control
(OPCON) of the combined troops from Washington to
Seoul by 2030, a key defense policy of the
administration. [Department of War] [Yonhap News
Agency] [The Korea Times]

Elbridge Colby, US undersecretary of defense for policy
and key architect of the NDS, made a visit to Seoul on
January 25 where he met with senior foreign and
defense officials, including Foreign Minister Cho Hyun
and Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back, discussing issues
including South Korea's bid to build nuclear-powered
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submarines with US assistance, the transfer of wartime
operational control, defense cooperation and cost-
sharing of stationing US troops on the Korean
peninsula. [The Korea Times 2]

South Korea hosts about 28.500 US troops, and Seoul
has raised its defense budget by 7.5 percent, to won
65.9 trillion (USD 44.8 billion), ranking at place five in
the Global Firepower Index for 2026. [Yonhap News
Agency 2] [Global Firepower]

Prime Minister Kim Min-seok proposes US Special Envoy to
North Korea in talks with Vice President /D Vance

Meanwhile, South Korean Prime Minister Kim Min-seok
on January 23 said that he proposed sending a U.S.
special envoy to North Korea during talks with U.S. Vice
President JD Vance, as a possible step to revive
Washington-Pyongyang relations.

Kim said the idea was raised at the White House amid
speculation that President Donald Trump could seek
renewed dialogue with North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un, while noting that only Trump has the will and
leverage to shift ties.

The meeting also addressed South Korea's
investigation into Coupang Inc., a U.S. listed retail firm,
over a major data breach affecting around 34 million
South Korean customers, with both sides emphasizing
the need for careful management of the issue to avoid
bilateral frictions. Kim stressed that in South Korea no
discriminatory treatment targeting US firms exist,
reaffirming that the probe into Coupang Inc. is
domestic law enforcement and should not be framed
as a Korea-US dispute.

The meeting is part of a five-day trip to the U.S,, the
first overseas trip of a South Korean Prime Minister
since the late 1980s. [Yonhap News Agency]

China to donate 100 electric buses to Sri
Lanka

(Im) China has announced it will donate 100 electric
buses to Sri Lanka as part of broader cooperation
aimed at reducing carbon emissions and supporting
economic recovery.

China’'s ambassador in Colombo said the electric
buses, which are already widely used domestically in
China, have an estimated value of about USD 225,000
per unit and will be provided in coordination with the
Sri Lankan government. The initiative is framed as part
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of longer-term cooperation to promote cleaner public
transport and reduce reliance on fossil fuels in Sri
Lanka's urban and intercity mobility system.

The announcement was made during meetings with
senior Buddhist clergy, where the ambassador also
highlighted other recent Chinese assistance, including
the donation of school uniform material and the
provision of smart classrooms for public schools. He
added that China would continue to support Sri
Lanka's post-disaster recovery efforts and broader
economic stabilization following recent shocks. [Daily
Mirror]

Foreign ministers of Sri Lanka and
Venezuela hold telephone talks

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Vijitha Herath, who serves as Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism,
spoke by telephone on January 23 with Yvan Gil Pinto,
Venezuela's foreign minister, in a conversation focused
on strengthening bilateral ties and areas of mutual
interest. [Daily Mirror]

New Taiwan Straits Exchange Foundation
chair stresses dialogue over confrontation
with China

(yl/acl) Former Legislative Speaker Su Jia-chyuan of the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) formally
assumed the chairmanship of the Straits Exchange
Foundation (SEF), emphasizing that cross-strait
relations should be grounded in mutual understanding
rather than confrontation. The (SEF) is a Taiwan-based,
semi-official body created in 1991 to manage practical
relations with mainland China in the absence of formal
diplomatic ties.

At a special board meeting, Su said the SEF will
continue to prioritize serving the public, facilitating
exchanges, and creating conditions for peace,
regardless of broader cross-strait developments. He
noted that the foundation’s mission lies in practical
engagement and people-to-people concerns, rather
than political slogans.

Su also said the SEF will maintain assistance for
Taiwanese businesspeople operating in China amid a
challenging political environment.
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SEF Secretary-General Luo Wen-jia added that disputes
should be resolved through peaceful dialogue without
preconditions and expressed hope for the resumption
of institutional exchanges with China’s Association for
Relations Across the Taiwan Straits (ARATS).

Official communication between the two organizations
has remained suspended since 2016 after the DPP —
viewed by Beijing as a secessionist force — assumed
power in Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan 1]

KMT-CCP forum likely to be delayed until February

Meanwhile, On January 24, a member of Taiwan’'s main
opposition Kuomintang (KMT) said the KMT-CCP
Forum is likely to be postponed until February and
reframed as non-political exchanges between think
tanks.

Local media reported earlier this month that the KMT
and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) were
preparing to resume the Cross-Strait Economic, Trade
and Culture Forum-also known as the KMT-CCP
Forum-in Beijing from January 27 to 29, ending a nine-
year suspension, though the KMT never officially
confirmed the meeting.

According to the KMT member, discussions will focus
on areas such as artificial intelligence, disaster
prevention, and sustainable industry development to
reduce political sensitivities, with participation from
industry and academic figures.

The KMT-CCP Forum was launched in 2006 and held
annually until 2016, when it was suspended following
the KMT's presidential and legislative election defeats.
While KMT Chair Cheng Li-wun's attendance has not
been confirmed, the plan has drawn criticism from the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party, which accused the
KMT of “test[ing] the waters"” for a potential meeting
between Cheng and Chinese leader Xi Jinping and
gauging public reaction. [Focus Taiwan 2][Taipei Times]

U.S. House committee advances USD 1.15
billion security funding for security
cooperation with Taiwan

(yl) The U.S. House Appropriations Committee has
approved its version of the FY2026 Consolidated
Appropriations Act, allocating USD 1.15 billion to
support security cooperation with Taiwan. The funding
includes USD 1 billion for the Taiwan Security
Cooperation Initiative (TSCI) and USD 150 million for
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replacing defense articles and reimbursing defense
services provided to Taiwan.

The allocations are based on authorities granted under
the FY2026 National Defense Authorization Act and
would support areas such as training, medical
readiness, and joint development of unmanned
systems, consistent with the Taiwan Relations Act.

The funding is not yet finalized and remains subject to
approval by the full House and Senate as lawmakers
seek to pass budget legislation before a late-January
deadline to avoid another U.S. government shutdown.
[Focus Taiwan]

U.S. naval vessels conduct first Taiwan
Strait transit of 2026

(yl) Two U.S. naval vessels, the guided-missile destroyer
USS John Finn and the oceanographic survey ship
USNS Mary Sears, transited the Taiwan Strait from
January 16 to 17, marking the first U.S. Navy passage
through the waterway in 2026.

The U.S. 7th Fleet described the transit as routine and
conducted in accordance with international law,
emphasizing freedom of navigation in waters beyond
any coastal state’s territorial sea. The inclusion of a
survey ship, which collects undersea acoustic and
hydrographic data, highlights the operation’s relevance
to submarine and anti-submarine warfare.

The passage comes amid continued U.S. efforts to
signal commitment to stability in the Taiwan Strait.
[Focus Taiwan]

New ammunition test range highlights
U.S.-Taiwan defense cooperation

(acl) U.S. representative to Taiwan Raymond Greene
has reaffirmed Washington’s commitment to
expanding Taiwan's domestic defense industrial base,
citing a new medium-caliber ammunition test range
established by Northrop Grumman in Taiwan, along
with other initiatives to help develop secure drone
supply chains.

Greene said the test range will enable Taiwan’s
Ministry of National Defense to test ammunition to
global industry standards and advance “indigenous
development projects through the transfer of
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technology, proprietary procedures, and expert
training.”

Greene also highlighted efforts to develop secure
drone supply chains, noting that U.S. defense
technology firm Anduril sources Taiwanese
components to diversify production of its Ghost-X
unmanned aerial system, while Shield Al has invested
heavily in local components and partnered with
Aerospace Industrial Development Corp., Taiwan's
largest defense contractor. He said such collaborations
enhance Taiwan's self-defense capabilities, expand
manufacturing capacity, create jobs, and position
Taiwan to become “a powerhouse in trusted global
defense supply chains.”

He added that combining U.S. leadership in artificial
intelligence with Taiwan’'s manufacturing and hardware
strengths could advance Al applications for drones,
command-and-control systems, and air defense,
strengthening deterrence and fostering conditions for
dialogue free from coercion. [Focus Taiwan][Taiwan
News]

Taiwan's President Lai urges rejection of
China’s red lines, calls for Taiwan-U.S. tax
agreement

(yl) President Lai Ching-te urged the international
community not to allow China to unilaterally impose
“red lines” that undermine regional stability, while
calling for progress on legislation to resolve double
taxation between Taiwan and the United States.

Lai made the remarks during a meeting with a
delegation led by U.S. Senator Ruben Gallego, citing
China’s increased military activities, economic
pressure, and diplomatic coercion as factors
destabilizing the region. He said Taiwan will continue
strengthening its self-defense capabilities and expects
like-minded partners to resist unilateral actions that
threaten peace.

On economic ties, Lai emphasized that a Taiwan-U.S.
agreement to address double taxation would deepen
bilateral cooperation and deliver mutual benefits.
Gallego echoed the view, saying Taiwan's commitment
to self-defense supports broader cooperation and that
resolving double taxation would be a win-win outcome
for both sides. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]
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Cambodia-Thailand border monitoring
and clearance activities continue under
fragile truce

(Im) Against the backdrop of a fragile but ongoing
short-term truce announced in late December 2025,
Thailand and Cambodia continue to manage
heightened military sensitivity along their shared
border following clashes earlier in 2025 that led both
sides to reinforce positions while avoiding renewed
open conflict.

Thai security officials reported that Cambodian troops
have dug new trenches at three locations opposite Trat
province, near Ban Tha Sen, Ban Nong Ri, and Ban
Chamrak. The trench lines, extending more than one
kilometer in total, run parallel to Thai defensive
positions at an estimated distance of about 500 meters
and were constructed after the ceasefire announced
on December 27 last year.

Thai authorities said the fortifications are located
within Cambodian territory and do not violate Thai
sovereignty, though monitoring has been intensified.
Bangkok also lodged a formal protest over Cambodian
drone surveillance detected near Thai positions in
sensitive terrain. Thailand's Chief of Defence Forces,
General Ukris Boontanondha, urged restraint,
describing post-ceasefire fortification and observation
as typical military behavior along stabilized frontlines
rather than an indication of imminent escalation.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel, the Thai military has completed landmine
and unexploded ordnance clearance operations along
sections of the Thai-Cambodian border in Si Sa Ket
province, restoring access to previously contaminated
areas. According to the Thailand Mine Action Center,
explosive ordnance disposal teams cleared multiple
sites in Khun Han and Kantharalak districts, removing
anti-personnel landmines and unexploded mortar
rounds from both open terrain and former military
positions. Thai authorities have previously cited video
evidence allegedly showing Cambodian troops laying
landmines in border areas during 2025, a claim Phnom
Penh has denied. [Bangkok Post 2]

Chin rights group files crimes-against-
humanity case against Myanmar Junta in
Timor-Leste

(ms) A human rights organization representing
Myanmar's Chin minority has filed a criminal complaint
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in Timor-Leste accusing Myanmar's military junta of
war crimes and crimes against humanity, opening a
new legal front in Southeast Asia and triggering a
diplomatic protest from Naypyidaw.

The complaint was submitted to the Public
Prosecutor’s Office in Dili by the Chin Human Rights
Organization (CHRO), accompanied by victims of
alleged abuses. The filing targets senior members of
Myanmar's military leadership over actions carried out
in Chin State following the 2021 coup, including killings
of civilians, sexual violence, and the destruction of
churches, schools, and health facilities through
airstrikes.

Timor-Leste's role is symbolically significant. The
country, which joined the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in October 2025, has its own
history of military occupation and mass human rights
violations. Advocates say this gives it moral standing to
consider cases involving grave international crimes,
even as ASEAN formally adheres to a principle of non-
interference in member states’ internal affairs.

Myanmar’s military government has rejected the move
and lodged a formal diplomatic protest, accusing
Timor-Leste of violating the ASEAN Charter. The junta
also objected to a recent meeting between Timorese
President José Ramos-Horta and representatives of
CHRO, prompting Myanmar's foreign ministry to
summon Timor-Leste's chargé d'affaires and issue a
formal warning.

The case in Dili forms part of a broader legal strategy
aimed at holding Myanmar’s military accountable
through international and national courts. In 2024, the
International Criminal Court prosecutor sought an
arrest warrant for junta leader Min Aung Hlaing over
alleged crimes against the Rohingya. Separately, the
International Court of Justice is reviewing a case
brought by Gambia accusing Myanmar of violating the
Genocide Convention.

Legal actions have also been pursued under universal
jurisdiction in countries including Argentina, Germany,
and Indonesia. The Timor-Leste filing marks a rare
attempt to advance such efforts within Southeast Asia
itself, raising sensitive questions about justice,
sovereignty, and ASEAN's limits as the conflict in
Myanmar enters its fifth year. [Pime Asia News]

Timor-Leste and Laos exchange land to
establish embassies
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(ms) Timor-Leste and Laos have agreed to exchange
plots of land to establish permanent diplomatic
missions in each other’s capitals, marking a step
toward deeper bilateral and regional engagement
following Timor-Leste's accession to ASEAN.

Under the agreement, the government of Timor-Leste
has offered a plot of land and an existing building in
Dili's Farol neighborhood for the future Embassy of the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic. In return, the Lao
government has provided a plot of land in Vientiane
for Timor-Leste's diplomatic mission.

The handover ceremony took place on January 20,
during an official visit to Dili by Lao Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs Phongsamouth Anlavan. [Government
of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste Public Works Minister visits
Japan

(ms) Timor-Leste's Minister of Public Works, Samuel
Marcal, made a working visit to Japan from January 13
to 19, aimed at strengthening the country’s capacity in
flood control and natural disaster prevention through
technical and institutional cooperation.

The visit included meetings with the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Japan's
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
Tourism (MLIT), and disaster management authorities
at national and prefectural levels. Japanese officials
shared experience in integrated watershed
management, flood mitigation, sediment control, and
disaster response, drawing on decades of
infrastructure development and risk reduction policies.

The Timorese delegation also visited flood-control and
landslide prevention sites, including the Arakawa
Floodway system in Tokyo and sediment control
facilities in Hydgo Prefecture. Discussions focused on
adapting Japanese technologies and best practices to
Timor-Leste's geographic and climate conditions,
particularly in areas prone to recurrent flooding and
landslides. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Vietnam and EU expected to elevate ties
is upcoming meeting

(ms) The European Union is preparing to upgrade its
relationship with Vietnam to the bloc’s highest
partnership tier during a planned January 29 visit to
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Hanoi by European Council President Anténio Costa,
according to an EU official and EU schedule materials.

The move comes as both Brussels and Hanoi look to
widen trade and diplomatic options amid fresh
disruptions in global commerce tied to U.S. tariff
actions, and as Vietnam'’s leadership enters a new
political cycle after the Communist Party reappointed
T6 Lam as general secretary on January 23. Costa’s trip
is expected to make him the first major-power leader
to meet Lam since the party congress concluded.

While the upgrade is largely symbolic—typically
meaning more frequent senior-level meetings rather
than binding new commitments—it would place the EU
in the same top diplomatic category Vietnam already
extends to partners such as the United States and
China, reinforcing Hanoi's long-standing strategy of
balancing major powers.

Substance is expected to come through sector-focused
cooperation. A draft joint statement referenced by the
EU official points to expanded work on research,
technology, energy, and critical minerals. Vietnam has
notable, but often underdeveloped, reserves of rare
earths and industrial metals such as gallium and
tungsten—materials increasingly important to
advanced manufacturing and clean-tech supply chains.

Trade dynamics are a key backdrop. Vietnam is a major
manufacturing and export hub for electronics, apparel,
and footwear, and it already benefits from the EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement, which has been in
force since 2020. At the same time, the European
Union has repeatedly raised concerns about Vietnam'’s
use of non-tariff barriers and the widening trade
imbalance. EU data show total goods trade of about
EUR 67 billion (USD 73 billion) in 2024, with the bloc
running a deficit of EUR 42.5 billion (USD 46.3 billion).
[Forbes] [Reuters]

Vietham and Germany extend energy
transition support project to 2026

(hn) Vietnam'’s Ministry of Industry and Trade and
Germany's GIZ have signed an agreement to extend
the Energy Transition Top-up Project until December
2026, providing continued technical assistance for
Vietnam's sustainable energy transition.

Funded by Germany’'s BMZ, the project supports the
development of a long-term energy transition strategy,
legal and regulatory frameworks, and low-emission
technologies. Key activities include studies on
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investment facilitation, electricity market operations,
energy storage for grid flexibility, digital
transformation, and emerging clean energy
technologies.

The project aims to engage over 150 businesses, with
most expected to invest in energy transition solutions,
while also proposing advanced technologies such as
microgrids and smart distribution systems to improve
power system operations and grid connectivity.
[Vneconomy]

Vietham and Malta agree to boost
political, economic and people-to-people
ties

(hn) Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs L& Thi Thu Hang
held talks in Ha Noi with Malta's Permanent Secretary
for Foreign Affairs and Tourism Christopher Cutajar,
focusing on strengthening bilateral and multilateral
cooperation. The meeting, held in a friendly and candid
atmosphere during Vietnam'’s 14th National Party
Congress, reaffirmed both countries’ commitment to
advancing ties following earlier discussions in Malta
and opening new areas of collaboration.

Both sides agreed to enhance high-level exchanges,
strengthen coordination between their foreign
ministries, and promote cooperation across sectors
and localities. They discussed expanding economic,
trade, and investment ties, with Vietnam highlighting
Malta’s role as a Mediterranean transshipment hub
and calling for Malta's support on EVIPA ratification
and the removal of the EU “yellow card” on Vietnam's
seafood. Malta expressed interest in deeper
cooperation in maritime services, training,
pharmaceuticals, semiconductors, education, and
tourism.

The two officials welcomed the establishment of a
political consultation mechanism, agreed to promote
education, tourism, and people-to-people exchanges,
and reaffirmed mutual support at international
forums, including commitments to the UN Charter and
UNCLOS, as well as shared positions on maintaining
peace and stability in the East Sea. [Viethamnews]
[Theeuropetoday]

Vietham and Netherlands cooperation
targets saltwater intrusion in the Mekong
Delta
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(hn) On January 21, a Vietnam-Netherlands forum
held in Can Tho brought together public and private
stakeholders to strengthen cooperation on addressing
saltwater intrusion affecting crop production in the
Mekong Delta. Co-organized by the Dutch Embassy
and Can Tho University, the event focused on sharing
knowledge, technical expertise and innovative
solutions.

The Mekong Delta plays a crucial role in Vietnam'’s food
security and exports but faces major challenges,
including fragmented small-scale farming and climate
change impacts such as saltwater intrusion, flooding
and drought. Experts noted that salinity reduces yields,
raises costs and increases risks for farmers.

Participants agreed that managing—rather than
completely preventing—salinity is key, with adaptive
farming systems offering long-term advantages.
Recommendations included investing in early warning
systems, precision irrigation, smart fertilization and
improved infrastructure. The Netherlands reaffirmed
its commitment to continued cooperation, knowledge-
sharing and sustainable development in the Delta.
[Viethamnews] [Viethamnet]

Vietnham and Burkina Faso seek to
strengthen trade and economic
cooperation

(hn) Vietnam'’s Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade
Truong Thanh Hoai met with Burkina Faso
Ambassador Daouda Bitie in Ha N&i to discuss
strengthening bilateral trade and economic
cooperation.

While bilateral trade averaged nearly USD 95 million
annually from 2020-2024, both sides agreed this
remains below potential. Current trade accounts for
less than 0.05 per cent of each country’s exports, and
industrial cooperation is still limited. Vietnam
proposed boosting delegation exchanges, business
networking, trade promotion, and participation in
trade fairs, as well as expanding cooperation in sectors
such as rice, agriculture, energy, mining, textiles, agro-
processing and food security.

Both sides agreed to improve coordination through
designated focal points and explore a memorandum of
understanding on rice trade to support more practical
and sustainable cooperation. [Viethamnews]
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Announcements

Upcoming online events

30 January 2026 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

Myanmar 2026 Outlook: Post-Election
Dynamics and Five Years Since the Coup

Coming in the immediate aftermath of the country’s
general elections and just days ahead of the fifth
anniversary of the 2021 military coup, this Asia in
Review online panel discussion will situate electoral
developments within broader trends of sustained
armed conflict, shifting battlefield dynamics, and
fragmented territorial control. It will assess the
military’s capacity to project authority nationwide and
offer a forward-looking assessment of Myanmar's
political and security trajectory as the country enters
2026. For more information and registration, please
see [CPG].

28 January 2026 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Understanding Global South Perspectives
on Taiwan

This webcast will examine key findings from the CSIS
Freeman Chair's 2025 task force on Taiwan and the
Global South, as presented in the report
Understanding Global South Perspectives on Taiwan.
Task force members will discuss opportunities for
Taiwan to strengthen engagement with Global South
countries and assess Global South perspectives on
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peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait. For more
information and registration, please see [CSIS].

28 January 2026 @ 5:00-6:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

Europe’s far right sell themselves as the
new realists. Are electorates buying it?

Europe's political landscape is shifting rapidly as
populist movements move from the margins to the
mainstream, reshaping debates on migration,
sovereignty, climate policy, and the EU’s future. This
hybrid session explores what it would mean if
populists held power simultaneously in Europe’s most
influential states, and how this could affect European
unity, global influence, and internal cohesion. The
discussion will assess implications for issues such as
Ukraine, climate action, UK-EU relations, and the
responses of political opponents. For more
information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

28 January 2026 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

The State and Fate of America’s Republic:
A Conversation With Thomas L. Friedman

Ayear into President Donald Trump's second term, the
future of the American Republic appears increasingly
uncertain, marked by expanded presidential power,
deep political polarization, and an “America First”
foreign policy that has strained alliances and
emboldened adversaries. At this online talk, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author and New York Times columnist
Thomas Friedman will discuss what the next three
years may hold for U.S. democracy, foreign policy, and
the responsibilities of citizens and allies alike. For more
information and registration, please see [Carnegie].

28 January 2026 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Vietham'’s 2026 Economic Outlook: Ready
for the ‘New Era"?

Vietnam recorded robust GDP growth of 8.02 per cent
in 2025, and its leadership has set an ambitious target
of 10 per cent or higher for 2026 as part of a broader
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vision of a “national rise” toward high-income status by
2045. This webinar will examine the drivers of
Vietnam'’s 2025 economic performance, assess the
realism of the 2026 growth target, and explore the
policy steps, investment opportunities, and risks facing
businesses. Experts will also consider whether Vietnam
is truly ready to enter a new “Era of National Rise.” For
more information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

28 January 2026 @ 5:00-6:15 p.m. (GMT+2), Brugel,
Belgium

The Future of Al in Europe

This livestream event will examine how artificial
intelligence is being adopted across Europe and assess
its impact on productivity. Panellists will discuss real-
world Al applications, investment and financing trends,
and how Europe can maximize technology's economic
benefits. For more information and registration, visit
[Bruegel].

30 January 2026 @ 4:30-6:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Hoover
Institution, USA

Let Only Red Flowers Bloom: Identity And
Belonging In Xi Jinping's China

This hybrid event features a roundtable discussion of
Let Only Red Flowers Bloom: Identity and Belonging in Xi
Jinping’s China. NPR international correspondent Emily
Feng will reflect on her reporting and the personal
stories behind the book, exploring identity, resistance,
and the challenges of reporting in China. For more
information and registration, please see [Hoover].

2 February 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Thailand’s 2026 General Election and
Referendum: What to Expect?

Thailand's 2026 general election on 8 February, held
alongside a constitutional referendum, is taking place
amid renewed Thai-Cambodian border tensions and
growing concerns over the influence of transnational
scam and “grey capital” networks. This webinar will
assess the key issues shaping the campaign, the
prospects of Bhumijaithai, Pheu Thai, and the People’s
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Party, and the coalition scenarios likely to emerge from
Thailand's triangular political dynamics. It will also
examine the role of civic-tech initiatives in promoting
informed participation, transparency, and public trust
throughout the electoral process. For more
information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

Recent Book Releases

Slavoj Zizek, Zero Point, Bloomsbury Academic, 160
pages, published March 20, 2025. For a review, see
[LSE].

Scott Anderson, King of Kings: The Iranian
Revolution: A Story of Hubris, Delusion and
Catastrophic Miscalculation, Doubleday, 512 pages,
published August 5, 2025. For a review, see [The New
York Times].

Zachary Abuza, The Vietnam People’s Army: From
People’s Warfare to Military Modernization?, Lynne
Rienner Publishers Inc., 323 pages, published July 10,
2025. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

David S. Foglesong, Ivan Kurilla, Victoria I.
Zhuravleva, Distant Friends and Intimate Enemies: A
History of American-Russian Relations, Cambridge
University Press, 640 pages, published November 20,
2025. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The Centre for Drones and Culture invites paper
proposals for its conference “Critical Drone Studies:
Drones in Society, Politics, and Culture,” to be held
on June 25-26, 2026. The manuscript submission
deadline is January 31, 2026. For more information, see
[Centre for Drones and Culture].

The International Association of Legislation (IAL)
invites paper proposals for its “5th Global Conference
on Parliamentary Studies: Parliaments at a
Crossroads,” to be held on June 4-5, 2026, in in
Luxembourg and at the European Parliament. The
manuscript submission deadline is February 28, 2026.
For more information, see [IAL].

Jobs and Positions
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The Secretariat of the United Nations invites
applications to the position of Deputy Executive
Director (Programme) at the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), at the level of Assistant
Secretary General. The deadline for application
submission is February 16, 2026. For more
information, see [UN].

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) seeks a Legal Adviser (Director).
The deadline for application submission is February 22,
2026. For more information, see [OPCW].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Deputy Director - Programs (South Sudan).
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
For more information, see [IRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a
Deputy Head Regional Office (Bosnia and
Herzegovina). The deadline for application submission
is February 2, 2026. For more information, see [NRC].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Director - Environment, Climate Change, One
Health, Migration. The deadline for application
submission is February 9, 2026. For more information,
see [WHO].

Unitaid seeks an Executive Director. The deadline for
application submission is March 14, 2026. For more
information, see [WHO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Programming, Monitoring and Reporting
Specialist. The deadline for application submission is
January 31, 2026. For more information, see [FAO].

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

seeks a Section Head - Research Reactor Safety
Section. The deadline for application submission is
January 31, 2026. For more information, see [IAEA].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Senior Project Associate - Governance and
Land. The deadline for application submission is
January 30, 2026. For more information, see [IOM].

The International Trade Centre (ITC) seeks a
National Programme Coordinator - LICA 10. The
deadline for application submission is January 29,
2026. For more information, see [ITC].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Socio-
Economic Consultant. The deadline for application
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submission is January 29, 2026. For more information,
see [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Human
Rights Officer. The deadline for application
submission is January 22, 2026. For more information,
see [UN].

RTI International seeks a Director - Surveys and
Observational Studies. The deadline for application
submission is March 31, 2026. For more information,
see [RTI].

Action Against Hunger seeks a Program Director -
South Sudan. Applications will be accepted until the
position is filled. For more information, see [Action
Against Hunger].

The Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) seeks a Director of Operations / Chief of Staff
- Economic Security & Technology. Applications will
be accepted until the position is filled. For more
information, see [CSIS].

The Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) seeks a Program Manager & Research
Associate - Renewing American Innovation.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
For more information, see [CSIS].

Team:

Aika Sagheer (as), Alex Bushnell (ab), Amy Carlotti Lu (acl),
Aung Naing Lin (anl), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Christopher Ocker (co), Ddniel Babcsdn (dnb), Duc Quang
Ly (dql), Edda Arnadéttir (ea), Elif Cagatay (ec), Felix Serna
Calvo (fs), Hoa Khanh Ngo (hn), Henning Glaser (hg), Jones
Luka Naciri Taoufik (jn), Linh Nguyen (In), Lucas Meier
(Im), May Thet Maung (may), Michel Schuh (mis), Morten
Strantzen (ms), Muhammed Yulmaz (my), Myat Sandar
Zaw (msz), Nat Ng Ther Li (nl), Nichapa
Boonphattanasoonthorn (ab), Sibghat Ullah (su), Sonia
Teo (st), Sreepreya Srinivasan (ss), Supasini Dusadenoad
(sd), Thoon Nadi Lynn (tl), Venus

Phuangkom, Yamonyongyos Anankajeerapong (ya), Yi-
Chen Lin (yl)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de
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Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance - CPG
Room 207, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand
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