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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

with the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Grenada and Sri Lanka as well as

New Zealand’s Waitangi Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPG
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China: Anti-graft campaign sweeps former

justice minister, Inner Mongolia

leadership, and incumbent Cabinet

member

(ms) China’s anti-corruption campaign has seen

prominent officials fall at multiple levels in the past

days, with a former justice minister sentenced to life

imprisonment, while the Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection (CCDI), China’s top anti-corruption

watchdog has opened investigations into a former

Inner Mongolia party chief and a serving Cabinet

minister.

Former justice minister jailed for life in major bribery case

Former justice minister Tang Yijun has been sentenced

to life imprisonment for bribery by the Xiamen

Intermediate People’s Court in Fujian province. The

court also stripped him of political rights for life and



ordered his personal assets to be confiscated and

turned over to the state.

Tang, 64, was found to have accepted more than CNY

137 million (USD 19.7 million) in bribes between 2006

and 2022 many years while holding senior posts —

including governor of Liaoning province and minister

of justice — by abusing his authority to benefit others

in areas such as land deals, company listings, loans,

and case handling.

Tang was expelled from the Chinese Communist Party

in 2024 and indicted in 2025. [China Daily]

Former party chief the next official in Inner Mongolia

under investigation

An investigation has been launched into Sun

Shaocheng, a former Communist Party chief of the

Inner Mongolia autonomous region, reviving attention

on a region that has been a persistent focal point of

Beijing’s graft crackdown.

The CCDI said Sun, 65, is being investigated for

suspected “serious violations of discipline and law,” a

standard phrase used by authorities to indicate

corruption. Sun currently holds a vice chairmanship of

a committee under the National People’s Congress, a

largely ceremonial post he assumed in October 2025

after stepping down as Inner Mongolia’s party chief.

Sun led Inner Mongolia from 2022 to 2025, a period

that coincided with an intensified phase of a sweeping

anti-corruption campaign centered on the region’s

coal, land and resource sectors. The investigation,

often described by officials as a “20-year accountability

review,” was launched in 2020 and has resulted in the

disciplining of more than a thousand officials, making it

one of China’s most extensive regional anti-graft

efforts.

Before his Inner Mongolia posting, Sun held senior

roles in the central government, including serving as

China’s first minister of veterans affairs from 2018 to

2022, and earlier positions in land and resources, civil

affairs and provincial leadership. As party chief in Inner

Mongolia, he publicly aligned himself with central

directives on discipline and governance and presided

over continued enforcement of the coal-sector

cleanup.

Sun’s case follows the August 2025 investigation of

Wang Lixia, then chairwoman of the Inner Mongolia

autonomous region and a full member of the

Communist Party’s 20th Central Committee (see AiR

No. 34, August/2025, 4). With Wang under investigation
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and Sun now facing the same fate, both the party

secretary and the government head of Inner Mongolia

have been purged within a six-month period. [South

China Morning Post]

Emergency management minister under investigation

In a separate case, Wang Xiangxi, the minister of

emergency management, in being investigated for

suspected “serious violations of discipline and law,” the

Central Commission for Discipline Inspection said on

January 31.

The CCDI gave no details of the allegations against

Wang, 63, who has led the Ministry of Emergency

Management since July 2022. He also serves as

secretary of the ministry’s Communist Party

committee, a member of the party’s 20th Central

Committee, and holds multiple safety-related roles

under the State Council, including deputy director of

the Work Safety Committee and first political

commissar of the National Fire and Rescue

Administration.

It is unusual for an incumbent minister to be placed

under investigation, even under President Xi Jinping’s

wide-ranging anti-corruption campaign. Xi has

repeatedly described corruption as a threat the party

“must not lose,” and authorities launched a record 65

probes into senior officials in 2025, according to official

data.

Wang previously served as chairman of state-owned

power generator National Energy Investment Corp

before taking up his current post. An official release

from the Ministry of Emergency Management showed

Wang appearing only a few days before the

announcement at a routine internal meeting. [Reuters]

[Xinhua]

China: Fiscal revenue contracts as

property slump and weak demand strain

public finances

(ms) China recorded its first annual decline in fiscal

revenue since 2020, highlighting mounting pressure on

public finances as the prolonged property downturn

and weak domestic demand continue to weigh on the

economy. The Ministry of Finance said fiscal revenue

fell 1.7 percent in 2025 to CNY 21.6 trillion (USD 3.11

trillion), while expenditure rose 1 percent to CNY 28.7

trillion (USD 4.13 trillion), marking a sharp slowdown

from the previous year. The contraction follows

revenue growth of just 1.3 percent in 2024 and
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underscores the fragility of China’s post-pandemic

recovery. [Ministry of Finance, China, in Chinese]

The property sector remains a key drag. Revenue from

land sales, a critical source of funding for local

governments, declined for a fourth consecutive year,

falling 14.7 percent in 2025, although the pace of the

drop narrowed compared with 2024. The sustained

slump has strained local government finances, limited

infrastructure investment, and increased reliance on

borrowing and transfers from the central government.

Several provinces have moved to accelerate the

issuance of special-purpose bonds in early 2026 to

support projects and refinance existing obligations.

Weak consumption has compounded fiscal pressures.

While tax revenue rose modestly, income from non-tax

sources fell sharply, reflecting subdued business

activity. Recent purchasing managers’ surveys and

services-sector indicators continue to point to fragile

household demand despite support from exports and

travel-related spending.

Beijing has pledged to pursue a more proactive fiscal

policy in 2026, signaling tolerance for a higher budget

deficit and rising debt levels to stabilize growth.

However, with fiscal space narrowing and local debt

risks accumulating, the revenue decline raises

questions about how long export-led momentum can

compensate for domestic weakness without broader

policy intervention. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Alibaba ramps up Lunar New Year

spending as China’s chatbot race

intensifies

(mis) Alibaba plans to spend 3 billion yuan ($431

million) during the Lunar New Year holiday to drive

user growth for its Qwen chatbot, sharply escalating

competition among China’s largest technology groups

at a time when domestic AI rivalry is accelerating. The

campaign, which will begin on February 6, will focus on

consumer incentives tied to food, entertainment and

leisure, using continuous “red envelope” (红包)

promotions to attract and retain users.

The scale of Alibaba’s push dwarfs that of rivals.

Tencent and Baidu have each announced their own

Lunar New Year chatbot campaigns, committing CNY 1

billion and CNY 500 million respectively. These are

amounts far below Alibaba’s outlay of CNY 3 billion.

The timing reflects the long-standing industry pattern

in which Chinese tech firms have repeatedly used

holiday periods, when hundreds of millions of people
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travel and spend time online, as a key battleground for

acquiring new users.

This year’s holiday, running nine days starting from

February 15, is longer than usual, giving companies an

extended window to lock users into their AI

ecosystems. The strategy echoes earlier turning points

in China’s tech history, most notably in 2015 when

Tencent’s digital red-envelope campaign helped

WeChat Pay close the gap with Alipay in mobile

payments.

The aggressive spending also reflects a broader shift in

China’s AI landscape. Competition has intensified since

the launch of DeepSeek’s R1 model last year unsettled

both domestic and global AI markets, prompting faster

adoption and fiercer rivalry among Chinese

developers. Alongside promotional spending, firms are

racing to upgrade capabilities. Tencent is tying its

campaign to updates of its Yuanbao chatbot, while

DeepSeek is expected to release a next-generation

model with stronger coding features later this month.

[Economic Times] [Reuters] [Caixin]

China: AI-driven transport growth applies

pressure on driving jobs

(mis) China’s rapid progress in autonomous driving is

prompting policymakers to confront the risk of job

displacement, particularly for taxi and ride-hailing

drivers, as driverless vehicles move closer to large-

scale deployment.

While robotaxis are still limited to pilot zones in major

cities, economists and industry figures expect

widespread adoption within the next few years as

advances in AI sharply improve safety and efficiency.

The outlook has heightened concerns about

employment losses in transport and other labor-

intensive sectors.

Acknowledging the pressure, China’s Ministry of

Human Resources and Social Security said it is

preparing a policy framework to manage AI’s impact on

jobs, marking the first coordinated central-government

response to the issue. The ministry has also pledged

expanded vocational training and stronger protections

for workers in emerging forms of employment.

Early indicators show automation is already reshaping

labor demand. Baidu’s self-driving taxi service Apollo

Go handled around 250,000 orders per week in 2025,

bringing cumulative rides to more than 17 million. In

manufacturing, companies report steady workforce
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reductions: some factories have cut staffing by around

one-third per production unit after adopting AI-driven

equipment. At the same time, officials note that overall

urban unemployment remains stable, even as job

growth slows. [South China Morning Post]

China: Executions signal hardening

response to Myanmar-based cybercrime

networks

(dql) On February 2, China executed four members of

the Bai family, a major Myanmar-based crime clan

convicted of running large-scale scam centers and

associated violent crimes. The executions followed

court rulings in Guangdong that found 21 family

members and associates guilty of offences including

fraud, homicide and serious assault.

The Bai network was responsible for multiple deaths

and injuries of Chinese nationals and operated dozens

of compounds used for cyber scams, gambling and

related crimes in Myanmar’s border town of Laukkaing.

The syndicate built and controlled dozens of

compounds used for online fraud and gambling,

operating alongside a private militia and enforcing a

climate of intimidation and abuse, according to

authorities. Courts said its activities caused multiple

deaths and injuries among Chinese nationals. The

group rose to prominence in northern Myanmar in the

early 2000s after aligning with military leaders

following the removal of a local warlord.

Its power base collapsed in 2023, when China—

frustrated by the Myanmar military’s failure to curb

scam operations—quietly supported an ethnic

insurgent offensive that dismantled the criminal hubs.

Key figures were subsequently captured and

transferred to China, where their cases were publicised

in state media to underscore Beijing’s determination to

eliminate cross-border scam networks. [BBC]

The case follows the execution last week of 11

individuals convicted of serious crimes linked to

Myanmar-based criminal syndicates running large-

scale online scam operations, worth over USD 1 billion.

The executions followed death sentences issued by a

court in Wenzhou in September and later approved by

the Supreme People’s Court. Those put to death were

found guilty of offences including murder, violent

assault, unlawful detention, fraud and operating illegal

gambling networks. Among them were senior

members of the so-called Ming family group, whose

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-x/
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activities were linked to the deaths of at least 14

Chinese nationals.

Beijing has intensified crackdown on cyber-fraud

networks operating from poorly governed border

regions of Myanmar and neighboring countries. These

scam centers rely heavily on trafficked foreign workers,

many of them Chinese, who are forced to carry out

online fraud schemes targeting victims worldwide.

China has also expanded cooperation with Southeast

Asian governments in recent years, leading to mass

repatriations and arrests of suspected scam operators.

Last year, the UN cautioned that Chinese and

Southeast Asian criminal groups are generating

revenues in the tens of billions of dollars annually from

these cyber-fraud hubs. [The Guardian] [AP News]

China: Expanded cybercrime crackdown

to include post-sentence exit bans

(dql) China is preparing to tighten its crackdown on

cybercrime by proposing a new law that would allow

authorities to bar convicted cybercriminals from

leaving the country for up to three years after

completing their prison sentences. The draft law,

released by the Ministry of Public Security for public

consultation, expands existing tools such as exit bans

and complements the 2022 Anti-Telecom and Online

Fraud Law.

Beyond direct offenders, the bill targets the broader

ecosystem supporting online crime, including payment

platforms, server providers, recruiters, advertisers, and

cryptocurrency intermediaries accused of knowingly

facilitating illegal activity. It also broadens enforcement

to cover actions such as spreading disinformation or

content deemed harmful to public order for profit.

Authorities would gain powers to deny entry to foreign

nationals involved in cybercrime and to pursue

Chinese citizens and foreign entities overseas if their

activities are judged to harm China. [South China

Morning Post]

The proposal comes amid intensified cooperation with

Southeast Asian governments against cross-border

scam networks, following recent executions and high-

profile extraditions linked to Myanmar-based criminal

syndicates (see article above).
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China: Tougher action on military fund

misuse announced after high-ranking

military purges

(mis) China’s official military newspaper has called for

harsher punishment of officials who misuse defense

funds, days after investigations were announced into

some of the most senior figures in the People’s

Liberation Army, adding to signs of tightening political

control within the armed forces.

In a commentary published on January 30, the PLA

Daily said authorities should “strike hard” against

corruption that undermines combat capability, urging

investigators to prioritize cases involving the misuse of

military spending and areas where political authority

and commercial interests overlap. The article was

written by a research center at the National Defense

University, China’s top military academy, which is

overseen by the Central Military Commission chaired

by Xi Jinping.

The comments come shortly after the Ministry of

National Defense confirmed investigations into Zhang

Youxia, vice chairman of the Central Military

Commission, and Liu Zhenli, a senior operational

commander, for suspected “serious violations of

discipline and law.”

While Beijing has framed the probes in disciplinary

terms, it is more likely that the two official were in

direct challenge to Xi’s authority and there removal

was the end of this conflict and likely is the starting

point of a deeper purge of this opposing faction (read

more AiR. No. 4, January/2026, 4). [Bloomberg] [China

Daily] [PLA Daily]

China: People’s Liberation Army tightens

fuel supply controls to boost combat

readiness

(mis) China’s military has introduced stricter rules on

how to govern its fuel supplies, reflecting a renewed

focus on logistics in terms of combat readiness.

According to the official newspaper PLA Daily, the

People’s Liberation Army has issued new regulations

standardizing fuel procurement, transport, storage and

disposal, while introducing tighter oversight and joint

military-civilian supervision. The aim is to improve

accountability, reduce waste, and ensure fuel is

available where and when frontline units need it.
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The move reflects broader lessons drawn from recent

conflicts, where success has depended on close

coordination between operational plans and logistical

support. The PLA has stepped up efforts to modernize

its fuel supply system, including the use of automated

monitoring, data-driven management tools, and

regular logistics training exercises to improve

distribution efficiency.

Moreover, the US military is reviewing its own fuel

logistics after investigating whether contaminated fuel

contributed to two naval aircraft crashes in the South

China Sea last year. Washington has been shifting away

from fixed depots towards more mobile, automated

supply units to reduce vulnerabilities and human error.

Chinese commentators note, however, that Beijing

faces structural constraints. Unlike the US, which can

draw on a global network of oil suppliers, China relies

primarily on domestic resources and a single overseas

naval base in Djibouti. That limitation, analysts say,

makes tighter management, shorter supply chains and

digital oversight even more critical to sustaining

combat effectiveness. [South China Morning Post]

China: Security ministry warns of foreign

intelligence infiltrating professional group

chats

(may) Multiple cases involving personnel from foreign

intelligence agencies impersonating professional

experts and infiltrating open online chats and social

network groups were publicly disclosed by China’s

Ministry of State Security (MSS) on February 1. These

activities were reported to have induced group

members to expose confidential information related to

technology and policymaking.

According to an MSS statement, several group chats

labeled as “academic seminars” or “industry

exchanges” targeted professionals working in sensitive

units. After joining these groups, individuals were

reportedly persuaded to share exclusive documents

and internal policy-related materials.

The disclosure also noted the involvement of overseas

intelligence agencies in certain cases, where operatives

allegedly posed specialists or advisers to infiltrate high-

profile group chats. These individuals were said to

approach practitioners across various fields and

extract classified information under the guise of

knowledge sharing, case studies, or academic

discussions.
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The MSS further stated that such group chats,

particularly long-established ones, often function as

repositories for “meeting summaries” and “industry

research data” stored on cloud-based platforms. If

accessed and exploited, this information could reveal a

relatively comprehensive overview of a specific

industry, including undisclosed structural and systemic

elements. [Global Times]

Japan: Ruling LDP on course for clear

lower house majority in upcoming snap

election

(dql) Japan’s ruling conservative Liberal Democratic

Party (LDP), led by Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi who

assumed power in October following the resignation of

her predecessor Shigeru Ishiba, is projected to retain a

parliamentary majority in the upcoming February 8

snap House of Representatives election, with polls

indicating it could win 233 seats or more in the 465-

member chamber.

On January 23, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi dissolved

the House of Representatives and called a snap

election, seeking voter endorsement for her

leadership. Official campaigning started on January 27

(see AiR No. 4, January/2026, 4).

Strong cabinet approval ratings and gains in single-

member districts and proportional representation put

the LDP in a commanding position, potentially allowing

the ruling bloc to secure an “absolute stable majority”

sufficient to control all standing committees. The LDP’s

junior coalition partner, the center-right Japan

Innovation Party (JIP), is expected to lose ground but

still provide enough seats, alongside the LDP, to

ensure coalition dominance. Prior to the dissolution of

Lower House, the LDP–JIP bloc held a narrow 233-seat

majority.

In contrast, the newly formed main opposition Centrist

Reform Alliance (CRA) is forecast to perform below

expectations, with projections suggesting it may secure

around 60 single-member districts and roughly 50

proportional representation seats.

The alliance brings together the left-leaning

Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ) and

Komeito, which previously partnered the LDP for more

than two decades and draws support from the

country's largest lay Buddhist organization Soka

Gakkai, which had held 167 seats in the lower house

before the election.
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The Democratic Party for the People (DPP)—another

opposition party with 27 seats—also risks seat losses,

while smaller parties are likely to benefit from voter

volatility, with the populist Sanseito expected to make

notable gains with its “Japanese First” agenda and the

tech-focused Team Mirai poised to enter parliament

for the first time.

With around one-fifth of voters still undecided, late

shifts remain possible, but current trends favor

continuity. [Kyodo News 1] [Reuters]

The ruling LDP-JIP bloc is campaigning on a platform of

national strength, economic revitalization through

higher spending, and tougher security policies amid

tensions with China and North Korea. The coalition is

framing itself as decisive and pro-growth.

Opposition parties are instead emphasizing cost-of-

living pressures and household welfare, with inflation

topping voter concerns in recent polls. The CRA

pledges to prioritize ordinary citizens’ livelihoods, while

the DDP focuses on boosting take-home pay.

Smaller parties span themes from social protection

and human rights to nationalism, defense skepticism,

and increased investment in future growth sectors.

[The Mainichi]

Early voting for Japan’s upcoming Lower House

election reached 4.56 million voters, or 4.41% of the

electorate, between January 28 and February 1. This

marked a 2.54 percent decline from the same period in

the previous 2024 election, with heavy snowfall cited

as a key factor, particularly depressing turnout in

Hokkaido, Tohoku and Hokuriku. [The Japan Times]

Meanwhile, debate is intensifying in Japan over the

prime minister’s long-assumed power to dissolve the

House of Representatives after Takaichi called an early

election, barely 16 months after the last poll.

Opposition parties, led by the newly formed CRA,

argue the authority should be constrained, noting that

the Constitution does not explicitly grant dissolution

powers to the prime minister and warning against

politically motivated snap elections.

Legal experts have echoed concerns, criticizing the

entrenched practice of using Article 7 to justify

dissolutions at the prime minister’s discretion and

calling for clearer rules, ideally favoring dissolutions

tied to no-confidence motions under Article 69. [Kyodo

News 3]
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Japan: Unemployment holds at 2.5

percent in 2025

(dql) Japan’s average unemployment rate in 2025

remained at 2.5 percent, unchanged from 2024,

indicating a persistently tight labor market. The

number of employed people rose by 470,000 to a

record 68.28 million, while the labor force expanded by

the same amount to 70.04 million, the highest level

since records began in 1953. As a result, the number of

unemployed stayed flat at 1.76 million.

Labor force growth for the third consecutive year was

driven mainly by increased participation among

women and older workers, partly reflecting inflation-

driven pressure to earn higher incomes despite rising

wages and improved working conditions.

Hiring momentum softened. The average job

availability ratio in 2025 declined to 1.22, down 0.03

point year on year, meaning there were 122 job

openings per 100 job seekers. This marked the second

consecutive annual decline, reflecting corporate

caution amid higher input costs, inflation, and labor-

saving responses to rising minimum wages. [Kyodo

News]

At the same time, Japan recorded a new high in foreign

employment in 2025, with the number of foreign

nationals working in the country reaching 2,571,037 as

of the end of October. This marked the first time the

figure exceeded 2.5 million and represented an

increase of 268,450 people year on year, or 11.7

percent, the third consecutive year of double-digit

growth.

Separate labor-force data show that Japan had 62.14

million employed people overall as of October,

meaning foreign workers now account for 4.1 percent

of the total workforce, a share that has been rising

steadily in recent years. [NHK]

The number of foreign workers shows how labor

shortages have become structural in Japan due to

population aging and a shrinking domestic workforce.

The growing reliance on foreign labor signals a gradual

but important shift in Japan’s traditionally restrictive

labor and migration practices.

Japan: Food exports hit new record but

miss government target
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(dql) Japan’s exports of agricultural, forestry, fishery

and food products reached a record high in 2025 for

the 13th consecutive year, rising 12.8 percent to about

USD 11.3 billion. Growth was broad-based, with

shipments increasing to all top 10 destinations.

Exports to the United States expanded strongly despite

high US tariffs, while exports to China also grew for the

first time in three years, even though Beijing’s

restrictions on Japanese seafood remain in place.

The United States was Japan’s largest market,

accounting for roughly USD 1.8 billion, driven mainly

by a sharp surge in green tea exports. Hong Kong and

Taiwan followed, while China ranked fourth, supported

by higher sales of ornamental carp, beer and timber.

By product, green tea recorded the biggest gain,

alongside scallops and yellowtail, though some items

such as processed scallops and apples declined. Rice

exports increased in value due largely to higher prices,

while volumes rose only modestly.

Despite the record performance, exports fell short of

the government’s USD 13.3 billion target for 2025,

highlighting the challenge of meeting longer-term goals

that call for a more than sevenfold expansion in rice

exports by 2030. [The Japan Times]

Japan: Deep-sea rare earth discovery

signals push to cut reliance on China

(dql) The government announced that a deep-sea

scientific mission using the drilling vessel Chikyu has

recovered seabed sediment from about 6,000 meters

beneath the Pacific Ocean that contains rare earth

elements.  The sample, which will be analyzed to

quantify how much and what types of rare earths it

holds, comes from waters near Minamitorishima

Island.

Tokyo says this is the first time such material has been

retrieved from these depths. The initiative is part of a

broader push to develop domestic sources of critical

minerals and reduce Japan’s heavy reliance on China,

which currently dominates global production and

refinement of rare earths essential for high-tech

products and defense applications. Japan currently

sources about two-thirds of its rare earth imports from

China, indicating the strategic importance of

developing alternative supplies.

Building on this progress, Japan plans to launch a

large-scale trial of deep-sea extraction in February

2027, targeting daily recovery of up to 350 tons of
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seabed sediment. A government assessment

scheduled for March 2028 will evaluate whether

commercial production is viable once extraction and

processing costs are factored in.  [Al Jazeera] [Asia

News Network]

Mongolia: Cabinet reviews copper smelter

partner selection, social welfare reforms

(fs) Mongolia’s regular Cabinet meeting was held on

January 28, reviewing a wide range of economic, social,

and infrastructure issues.

The government reported progress on selecting an

investor and partner for a copper concentrate smelting

and processing plant based at the state-owned

Erdenet Mining Corporation, which operates one of the

largest open-pit copper and molybdenum mines in

Asia.

An interministerial working group was established by

prime ministerial order in September last year to

accelerate implementation of the project. Companies

advancing to the next stage include China’s NFC and

Jiangxi Copper; a consortium of Liantou New Energy

Technology, China ENFI Engineering Corporation, and

Shanxi Northern Copper Industry; and Switzerland-

based Glencore International AG. The government is

preparing to complete the final selection of the

investor and contractor within the first quarter of

2026.

Amendments to the regulations governing the

duration and provision of social welfare pensions and

allowances were also approved, aiming to ensure

faster and less bureaucratic delivery to eligible

recipients. The revised rules are intended to simplify

administrative procedures, address citizen complaints,

and reflect recent amendments to the Law on Social

Welfare and the Law on Child Protection.

Under the new provisions, decisions on whether an

individual requires long-term care can be made

without requiring in-person appearances. Similar

procedures will apply to citizens residing abroad,

nomadic herder households temporarily on seasonal

migration, and individuals receiving medical treatment

outside their place of permanent residence. According

to the government, the changes will not require

additional budgetary resources

The Cabinet also approved the allocation of up to MNT

300 billion (USD 84.17 million), from the Social

Insurance Fund’s free balance in 2026 to purchase
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long-term government bonds with maturities of one

year or more and securities issued by the Bank of

Mongolia. Authorities said the decision will not require

additional funding from either the state budget or the

social insurance budget. [iToim, in Mongolian]

Mongolia: Government sets ambitious

mining output targets as policy reforms

advance

(fs) Mongolia plans to produce 90 million tons of coal,

1.9 million tons of copper concentrate, and 9.4 million

tons of iron ore this year, according to the Ministry of

Industry and Mineral Resources. The targets were

presented during a discussion on the implementation

of industrial and mineral resources policies for 2026,

which reviewed current licenses, projects, and reform

priorities.

Officials reported that Mongolia currently has 1,031

valid mineral exploration licenses and 1,771 mining

licenses. Senior government representatives noted

that the imbalance between exploration and mining

licenses poses risks to long-term sectoral

development. The ministry emphasized the need to

increase public investment in geological exploration

and to incorporate this priority into the budget

framework.

Discussions also covered potential revisions to mineral

royalty calculation methods and the allocation of a

portion of royalties to local communities to support

regional development and public acceptance.

Participants agreed to strengthen policy coordination

to improve the investment climate and support

economic growth.

The mining sector accounts for 26 percent of GDP and

95.4 percent of export revenues. Between 2015 and

2024, Mongolia attracted approximately USD 27.9

billion in foreign investment, around 80 percent of

which went to mining. [Qazinform]

Mongolia: Ulaanbaatar water supply

project nears completion under Mongolia-

US compact

(fs) Construction under a major water supply project in

Ulaanbaatar, implemented through the second

compact agreement between the Government of

Mongolia and the United States’ Millennium Challenge
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Corporation, has reached 99 percent completion and is

scheduled to be operational by March 31.

The compact comprises three main components:

development of a new western water source for the

capital, a wastewater recycling facility, and measures

to strengthen long-term sustainability in the water

sector. The United States is providing USD 350 million

in grant financing, while the Government of Mongolia

has contributed USD 111.7 million in co-financing.

Ulaanbaatar currently has seven drinking water

sources with a total potential annual capacity of 110

million cubic meters, of which around 55 million cubic

meters are supplied to consumers each year. Once

completed, the program aims to increase long-term

water supply capacity by about 64 million cubic

meters, representing an 80 percent rise from current

levels to meet growing urban demand. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Prime minister orders

feasibility studies on small-scale nuclear

power plant

(fs) Prime minister of Mongolia Gombojavyn

Zandanshatar has instructed government agencies to

conduct scientific research, modelling, and economic

analysis on the feasibility of developing a small-scale

nuclear power plant in Mongolia, according to remarks

made in his podcast following his return from the

World Economic Forum in Davos.

Zandanshatar said priority instructions were given to

energy-related institutions to stabilize energy supply

and to prepare evidence-based options for public

consideration. He said experts have been tasked with

conducting in-depth research and consultations and

presenting clear calculations on possible solutions and

their economic implications. [GoGo]

North Korea: Rural development drive

expands, with early focus on military and

weapons hubs

(xx) North Korea has begun construction activities in at

least seven towns as it enters the third year of Kim

Jong Un’s “20×10” rural development campaign. While

officially framed as a nationwide effort to improve

rural living standards through new factories, hospitals

and leisure facilities, the early sites identified for 2026

are disproportionately linked to weapons production,
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military bases, or strategic industries such as steel,

machinery and missiles.

Kim personally attended a groundbreaking ceremony

in Unnyul County and claimed the program is already

transforming local economies.

The project, launched in 2024, aims to upgrade 20

cities or counties each year for a decade by building

light-industry factories and public facilities. From 2026,

hospitals and leisure complexes are to be rolled out at

full scale across all selected locations. Kim also

acknowledged that the program doubles as ideological

training, relying on conscripted soldiers organized into

special construction units. [NK News]

North Korea: Kim Jong-un signals push to

expand nuclear arsenal at Party Congress

(dql) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has signaled

that Pyongyang will announce new measures to

strengthen its nuclear and missile forces at the

upcoming Ninth Workers’ Party Congress, the first such

meeting since 2021. The plans are expected to be part

of a new five-year strategy covering defence and

economic development.

The announcement followed another round of missile

launches overseen by Kim, including tests of a large-

caliber multiple rocket launcher system that he

described as enhancing North Korea’s “strategic

deterrent” and enabling more precise, targeted strikes.

South Korea and Japan confirmed the launch of

multiple short-range missiles toward the Sea of Japan,

with some landing outside North Korea’s exclusive

economic zone. Analysts suggest the tests may involve

new guidance technology designed to resist GPS

jamming. Kim’s daughter again appeared publicly

alongside him during the inspection. [Al Jazeera]

Meanwhile, satellite imagery shows hundreds of North

Korean soldiers rehearsing marching formations at

Mirim Airfield in Pyongyang, likely preparing for a

military parade tied to the upcoming Ninth Workers’

Party Congress. The formations included the emblem

of the ruling party, and such drills historically signal a

parade ahead of major political events in North Korea.

The party congress is expected from early to mid-

February.

The imagery suggests Pyongyang plans to hold the

parade as part of these congress celebrations. [Korea

JoongAng Daily]
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South Korea: June 3 local elections open

as first nationwide test of Lee Jae Myung’s

presidency

(dql) South Korea’s June 3 local elections, the first

nationwide electoral test for President Lee Jae Myung’s

administration which assumed office in June, are

formally underway with the opening of preliminary

candidate registration. Beyond selecting governors,

mayors, education superintendents and local council

members, the vote is widely seen as an early

referendum on Lee’s first year in office and on whether

the opposition can recover from prolonged internal

turmoil.

The ruling Democratic Party of Korea is aiming to

extend its dominance after consecutive national

election victories, but it is facing internal friction over a

proposed merger with the minor progressive

Rebuilding Korea Party. Senior party figures are

divided, with some warning the plan could alienate

moderate and younger voters and distract from

supporting the new administration.

The conservative opposition People Power Party hopes

to use the local elections to reassert itself by

campaigning on cost-of-living issues, yet it remains

weakened by factional infighting, leadership disputes

and the challenge of distancing itself from former

President Yoon Suk Yeol. [The Korea Herald] [The

Korea Herald 2] [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: People Power Party rocked

by expulsion and Unification-church

bribery convictions

(co) The conservative opposition People Power Party

(PPP) is facing renewed internal turmoil as it expels a

former party leader over alleged defamatory posts

while a former floor leader and the former first lady

are sentenced to prison in high-profile bribery cases

linked to the Unification Church.

Former party leader expelled over defamatory online

posts

The party announced on January 29 that it had

expelled former party leader Han Dong-hoon over

defamatory online posts targeting former President

Yoon Suk Yeol and his wife, Kim Keon Hee, allegedly

written by members of Han’s family on a party bulletin
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board. The decision was finalized by the party’s

supreme council following a vote by its ethics

committee, bringing months of internal disputes to a

formal close.

Han apologized for the controversy surrounding the

posts but rejected the expulsion, condemning the

ethics committee’s decision as an act of “political

retaliation.”

The move comes as current PPP leader Jang Dong-

hyeok seeks to rebrand and consolidate the party’s

support among conservative voters after prolonged

factional infighting. [Yonhap News Agency]

Former PPP floor leader sentenced to two years in prison

over bribery

The expulsion follows closely on another blow to the

party’s credibility. On January 28, the Seoul Central

District Court sentenced Kweon Seong-dong, a PPP

lawmaker and former floor leader, to two years in

prison and ordered the forfeiture of KRW 100 million

(USD 70,000) for accepting illegal political funds from

Yun Young-ho, a senior Unification Church official, in

2022.

The court found that Kweon received the funds during

the 2022 presidential campaign with the expectation

that he would relay the church’s policy interests to

then-candidate Yoon Suk Yeol, ruling that his actions

seriously undermined public trust. If the verdict is

upheld, Kweon will lose his parliamentary seat and be

barred from holding public office for ten years. [The

Korea Herald]

Former first lady sentenced to 20 months of prison over

bribery

Yoon’s wife and former first lady Kim Keon Hee was

sentenced by the same court to one year and eight

months of prison for accepting luxury goods worth

KRW 80 million (USD 56.000) from Yun Young-ho, with

the items ordered confiscated.

The court accused Kim of abuse of power by colluding

with a religious organization, undermining the

principle of laicism and fair elections, and

compromising the heightened integrity expected of a

first lady. Kim accepted the ruling, and expressed

remorse, with both her legal team and the special

counsel, which sought a 15-year prison sentence, plan

to appeal. [BBC]

The court cleared Kim of other charges, including

allegations that she was involved in a stock
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manipulation scheme and that she unlawfully obtained

public opinion polling data through a close aide. [The

Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, the court sentenced Yun Young-ho to one

year and two months in prison for embezzling church

funds and bribing senior political figures, including Kim

and Kweon. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Probe into Shincheonji

Church launched over election allegations

(co) Investigators launched their first compulsory

probe into the Shincheonji Church of Jesus on January

30, with prosecutors and police raiding its

headquarters in Gyeonggi Province over alleged

violations of the Political Parties Act and Crime of

Business Interference.

Church founder Lee Man-hee is accused of forcing

members to join the conservative opposition People

Power Party to influence elections in 2021 and 2024,

allegations the church has denied. [The Korea Herald]

The Shincheonji Church of Jesus Abrahamic

monotheistic new religious movement established in

South Korea in 1984 by Lee, seen as a pseudo religion

or cult by mainstream churches. Like the Unification

Church, which is also broadly regarded as a cult,

Shincheonji came under intense scrutiny last year over

allegations of illicit political lobbying, prompting calls

from politicians, including Prime Minister Kim Min-

seok, for its disbandment on the grounds of alleged

societal harm. [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Former Supreme Court Chief

Justice sentenced to prison over meddling

in judicial proceedings

(co) On January 30, the Seoul High Court handed

former Supreme Court Chief Justice Yang Sung-tae a

suspended prison sentence, sentencing him to six

months in jail with a one-year suspension after

partially reversing a lower court decision.

The appeals panel found that Yang had misused his

position by exerting undue influence on lower-level

judges, including pressuring a court to retract a

request for constitutional review and intervening in an

appellate case involving former Unified Progressive
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Party lawmakers. At the same time, the court upheld

his acquittal on 45 other counts.

Yang’s lawyers announced plans to challenge the ruling

at the Supreme Court, while prosecutors continue to

treat the case as a central element of the wider judicial

corruption scandal linked to his time as head of the

judiciary. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Concerns over press

freedom rise

(co) Concerns over press freedom and accusations of

government pressure on politically critical media are

resurfacing in South Korea, a recurring pattern with

each new administration.

The latest controversy was triggered by President Lee

Jae Myung and senior aides openly criticizing certain

television networks for airing what they described as

biased and low-quality political programming,

prompting fears of indirect regulatory pressure.

The debate comes amid deepening political

polarization and a documented decline in press

freedom, with South Korea falling 19 places in the

World Press Freedom Index since 2021, according to

Reporters Without Borders (RSF). [RSF]

Opposition lawmakers warn that such remarks risk

creating a chilling effect on journalism, reviving long-

standing concerns over selective tolerance toward

media critical of those in power. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Investigation into claims of

sexual abuse at a care home for disabled

people ordered

(co) Prime Minister Kim Min-seok on January 30

ordered the launch of an interagency task force to

investigate allegations of sexual abuse at a group

home for people with disabilities in Ganghwa County,

Incheon, amid mounting public pressure for a

thorough probe.

Police are investigating claims that the facility’s head

sexually assaulted multiple female residents, and Kim

directed authorities to ensure victim protection, form a

joint investigative team involving relevant ministries,

police and local governments, and conduct nationwide

inspections of disability care facilities to address
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systemic gaps in human rights protection. [Yonhap

News Agency]

South Korea: Seoul presents plan to

become global physical AI city

(co) Seoul on January 30 unveiled a plan to position

itself as a global leader in physical AI, aiming to

transform the entire city into a large-scale testing

ground for next-generation AI systems that operate in

the physical world.

At the AI Seoul 2026 conference, Mayor Oh Se-hoon

announced a strategy centered on infrastructure,

industrial ecosystems and real-world applications,

including the creation of a “Seoul Physical AI Belt”

linking Yangjae AI Tech City, an envisioned global

cluster for AI companies and talent, with the Suseo

robot cluster. Construction of Yangjae AI Tech City is

set to begin in 2028, while the Suseo cluster is to be

completed by 2030.

The city plans major investments in test beds, R&D and

deployment across transport, care and safety, while

enforcing public-sector AI ethics to ensure responsible

integration into daily urban life. [The Korea Herald]

According to the Innovation Cluster Ranking 2025,

published by the World Intellectual Property

Organization (WIPO), Seoul ranks fifth globally among

the world’s most innovative clusters. [WIPO]

South Korea: New nuclear submarine task

force, army drone unit signal push to

reshape defense capabilities

(co/dql) The defense ministry has set up a dedicated

task force to oversee the acquisition of nuclear-

powered submarines, marking the first time such a

body has been formally named, as Seoul advances the

project following consultations with the United States.

The Nuclear-Powered Submarine Acquisition

Promotion Team, placed under the Defense Policy

Bureau and directly overseen by the vice defense

minister, will coordinate interagency efforts with the

aim of launching construction within the current

administration’s term that runs until 2030.

The launch of the unit follows two years of talks with

Washington and recent discussions between President
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Lee Jae Myung and U.S. President Donald Trump last

year. [The Korea Herald]

The move also aligns with Washington's strategy of

burden-sharing, as reaffirmed in the National Defense

Strategy released last week, which urges allies to take

on greater defense responsibility (see AiR No. 4,

January/2026, 4).

Meanwhile, the Army has set up a new experimental

drone unit within the 11th Infantry Division, making it

the first newly created drone-related formation since a

Defense Ministry advisory panel recommended

dismantling the joint Drone Operations Command. The

company-sized unit is intended to test future combat

concepts and institutional reforms, using short-range

reconnaissance drones, rifle-linked drones and small

loitering munitions, with possible expansion

depending on trial results.

The move comes shortly after the advisory panel

argued that the Drone Operations Command—

established in 2023 to centrally manage drone assets—

should be scrapped due to inefficiencies and

overlapping roles with existing units.

The panel was convened to review military structures

linked to the December 2024 martial law declaration,

amid allegations that drone flights over North Korea

under the previous administration were used to justify

emergency measures. Although the panel cited

duplication as its formal rationale, critics question

whether the Army’s new unit risks recreating similar

overlaps, given existing drone formations and stalled

acquisition programs. [The Korea Herald 2]

South Korea: Army begins fielding anti-

drone protection on frontline armored

vehicles

(dql)  South Korea has begun equipping frontline

armored units with anti-drone protective nets, as

shown in newly released military images of K2 Black

Panther tanks and K21 infantry fighting vehicles during

a January 2026 combat exercise. The foldable, cage-

style screens are mounted over turrets and upper hulls

to reduce exposure to loitering munitions and first-

person-view attack drones, drawing on lessons from

the war in Ukraine.

The Army treated the modified vehicles as part of

standard combat formations in high-intensity training,

suggesting the measures are moving beyond

experimental use. The lightweight, quickly deployable
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nets are designed to disrupt or prematurely detonate

top-attack drones without significantly affecting vehicle

mobility, rather than to add heavy armor. [Defence

Blog]

Taiwan: Legislature advances arms bill

after blocking Cabinet defense budget

(acl) On January 30, Taiwan’s Legislature advanced an

opposition Taiwan People's Party (TPP)-drafted bill on

U.S.-approved arms procurement packages to

committee review. The move came after the main

opposition Kuomintang (KMT) and TPP lawmakers, who

hold a combined majority, voted down a ruling

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) motion to review

the Cabinet’s USD 39.8 billion special defense budget

for the tenth time since November.

The TPP bill is narrower in scope than the Cabinet’s,

covering only five of the eight weapons systems

approved for sale by the U.S. Department of State and

capping spending at USD 12.7 billion. It allocates

funding for M109A7 self-propelled howitzers, HIMARS

multiple rocket missile systems, anti-armor loitering

munition systems, Javelin anti-armor missile launchers,

and TOW 2B anti-armor missile launchers.

The bill excludes several items included in the

Cabinet’s budget, including USD 1 billion for tactical

mission network software, USD 96 million for AH-1W

helicopter parts, and USD 91.4 million for Harpoon

missile support. It also omits funding for local defense

industry partnerships, the procurement of 200,000

drones, and the T-Dome air defense system.

The Cabinet warned that the opposition’s “politicizing”

of the issue could delay weapons procurement and

undermine combat readiness, adding that the Ministry

of National Defense has cautioned the TPP bill lacks

the supporting measures needed for effective

implementation. [Focus Taiwan][Taiwan News] [SCMP]

Taiwan: Legislature revises law on

lawmaker subsidies, aid salaries

(acl) On January 31, Taiwan’s Legislature passed

amendments to the Organic Law of the Legislative Yuan

requiring annual public budgeting of lawmaker

subsidies, including office operating expenses and the

salaries and allowances of publicly funded aides. The

amendments, backed by the opposition Kuomintang
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(KMT) and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) with minor

adjustments proposed by the TPP caucus, will take

effect when the 12th Legislative Yuan convenes in

February 2028.

Under the revisions, aides’ wages, professional and

seniority allowances, and related payments will be

classified as “lawmaker subsidies” funded by the

Legislature from public funds, replacing the current

system of fixed annual allocations for aide and office

expenses. Subsidies must cover aide salaries

equivalent to five times a legislator's annual

remuneration, including legally mandated employer-

borne labor costs, with lawmakers determining

individual pay levels and the Legislature disbursing

payments.

Ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) lawmakers

supported higher aide pay but criticized the

amendments as potentially decriminalizing past

misuse of aid funds and creating legal ambiguities.

KMT legislator Niu Hsu-ting, who sponsored the

amendment, argued the changes mirror existing

subsidy frameworks for local councilors and village

officials. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: President Lai urges approval of

U.S. trade deal amid tariff risk

(yl) President Lai Ching-te warned that failure by the

opposition-controlled Legislature to approve a pending

Taiwan-U.S. trade agreement could prompt

Washington to raise tariffs on Taiwanese goods to 25

percent or higher.

The tentative deal, reached in mid-January (see AiR No.

3, January/2026, 3), would lower U.S. tariffs on

Taiwanese goods from 20 percent to 15 percent and

grant Taiwan’s semiconductors favorable treatment

under Section 232 of the U.S. Trade Expansion Act

which authorizes the U.S. president to impose trade

restrictions on imports deemed to threaten U.S.

national security. In return, Taiwanese companies

would invest up to USD 250 billion in the U.S.,

supported by government credit guarantees of the

same amount.

Lai urged lawmakers not to derail the agreement,

citing South Korea as a cautionary example, and also

called for approval of the NTD 1.25 trillion (approx.

USD 40 billion) special defense budget, arguing that

cuts proposed by the opposition would undermine

Taiwan’s planned T-Dome air defense system. [Focus

Taiwan]
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Lai’s remarks followed calls by Taiwan’s main

opposition Kuomintang (KMT) for his administration to

submit all Taiwan–U.S. trade agreements and related

undertakings to the parliament for review. KMT

lawmakers criticized the talks as lacking transparency

and argued that the executive failed to properly inform

parliament, in violation of the Conclusion of Treaties

Act. They also questioned whether Taiwan’s

concessions were justified, noting that the agreed tariff

rate merely aligns Taiwan with other major U.S.

partners such as Japan and South Korea (see AiR No. 3,

January/2026, 3). 

Taiwan: Central Election Commission

certifies six to fill opposition party

parliament seats

(acl) On February 1, Taiwan’s Central Election

Commission (CEC) certified six people to fill vacant at-

large legislative seats for the opposition Taiwan

People’s Party (TPP), including Li Zhenxiu, a Chinese-

born naturalized Taiwanese citizen.

The changes followed the TPP’s “two-year clause,”

which requires lawmakers to step down midterm so

that other party-list candidates can assume office. The

six replacements will take over the at-large seats

following the resignations of Lin Kuo-chen, Lin Yi-chun,

Chang Chi-kai, Mai Yu-chen, Huang Shan-shan, and

party chair Huang Kuo-chang on the same day.

The terms of the six replacements will run until the end

of the 11th Legislative Yuan’s term on January 31, 2028.

Li’s inclusion has drawn public attention over whether

she has renounced her People’s Republic of China

(PRC) nationality, as required under Taiwan’s

Nationality Act, which mandates that government

officials with dual nationality renounce the other

nationality and submit proof within one year or face

removal.

While China’s Nationality Law allows renunciation

under certain conditions, such as acquiring another

nationality, it remains unclear how this would apply in

Li’s case, as the PRC does not recognize Taiwan as a

foreign sovereign state.

The CEC said nationality compliance falls outside its

jurisdiction, while the Ministry of the Interior

confirmed that failure to complete required

procedures would result in disqualification. The TPP

said it would handle the matter in accordance with

existing legal processes. [Focus Taiwan][Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Economy posts highest growth in

15 years due to AI-driven exports

(yl) Taiwan’s economy expanded 8.63 percent in 2025,

marking its fastest growth in 15 years, driven by a

surge in exports and strong demand linked to artificial

intelligence applications, according to the Directorate-

General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics (DGBAS).

Exports remained the primary growth engine,

particularly in semiconductors, servers, and high-

performance computing components, while private

consumption and investment were supported by a

recovering auto market, government cash handouts,

and active stock trading. DGBAS also noted that the

recently concluded Taiwan-U.S. trade agreement,

which lowers tariffs on Taiwanese goods to 15 percent

without stacking, is expected to further bolster export

competitiveness for traditional industries such as

machinery, bicycles, and hardware.

DGBAS is scheduled to release its updated 2026

growth forecast in mid-February, with analysts widely

expecting an upward revision given sustained AI

demand and improving trade conditions. [Taipei

Times] [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Supreme Court upholds

convictions of pro-unification members in

national security case

(acl) On January 28, Taiwan’s Supreme Court dismissed

the final appeals lodged by the chair and six members

of the pro-unification Rehabilitation Alliance Party,

thereby affirming their convictions under the National

Security Act and the Anti-Infiltration Act.

The ruling left intact the 10-year prison term imposed

on party chairman Chu Hung-yi, along with sentences

for the six other defendants ranging from three years

and six months to eight years and six months. The

group was formally charged in August 2024 after

authorities uncovered alleged Chinese interference

linked to the party.

According to prosecutors, Chu—a retired military

officer with commercial connections in China—

received financial backing from Chinese sources to

enlist retired servicemen, set up a political

organization, and obtain sensitive defense-related

information, including images and GPS data of military
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sites and the Taipei headquarters of the American

Institute in Taiwan. The funds were also allegedly used

to bankroll legislative election campaigns ahead of

Taiwan’s 2024 polls. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Defense ministry plans to build

submarine rescue vessel as indigenous

sub program advances

(yl) Taiwan’s military is planning to build a submarine

rescue ship following progress in its indigenous

defense submarine (IDS) program, according to a

report released by the Ministry of National Defense

(MND).

The Navy plans to implement the project between

2027 and 2033, at an estimated cost of NTD 13.2 billion

(USD 417 million), to strengthen submarine rescue and

emergency response capabilities. The plan comes as

Taiwan’s first domestically built submarine prototype,

Hai Kun (Narwhal), continues sea and submerged trials

after delays that pushed back its original delivery

timeline.

The rescue vessel is part of a broader naval

modernization roadmap outlined by the MND, which

also includes plans for additional combat support

ships, amphibious landing platforms, light frigates, and

rescue and salvage vessels over the next decade.

Together, these efforts are intended to support an

expanded submarine force and enhance survivability,

logistics, and operational resilience. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Final batch of U.S.-made Abrams

tanks to arrive by early March

(yl) Taiwan is expected to receive the final batch of 28

U.S.-made M1A2T Abrams tanks within the next one to

two months, after their manufacture was recently

completed, according to a source familiar with the

matter. The defense ministry is arranging cargo

transport, with delivery estimated between late

February and early March.

The shipment completes Taiwan’s purchase of 108

Abrams tanks under a deal approved by Washington in

2019, valued at about NTD 40.5 billion (USD 1.45

billion). The first two batches were delivered in

December 2024 and July 2025, with commissioning and

training already underway. [Focus Taiwan]
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In addition, the ministry plans to acquire nearly 1,000

new military vehicles starting in 2028 under a five-year

force modernization program. The procurement will

include 468 reconnaissance and surveillance vehicles

and around 500 Cheetah armored vehicles between

2028 and 2033.

The Cheetah platform has undergone significant

redesign following prototype production and testing in

2024. It has been converted into an electric, unmanned

armored vehicle with autonomous driving capabilities

and remotely operated weapons.

Key upgrades include a lower profile, increased

ammunition capacity, and a weapons suite centered

on a 105mm low-recoil main gun. Final evaluations of

the vehicle are expected to conclude by mid-2026.

[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Coast Guard boosts surveillance

and patrol capacity

(dql) Taiwan is expanding its coast guard surveillance

and patrol capacity in response to rising Chinese gray-

zone activity in the Taiwan Strait. The Ocean Affairs

Council has secured more than NTD 29.5 billion (USD

935 million) to upgrade radar systems and acquire 40

new patrol vessels, alongside unmanned aerial, surface

and underwater platforms, infrared sensors, coastal

radars and AI-based imagery analysis tools.

The upgrades, scheduled through 2027, are intended

to strengthen Taiwan’s intelligence, surveillance and

reconnaissance network and enable round-the-clock

maritime monitoring.

The move follows a sharp rise in Chinese incursions

near sensitive areas such as Kinmen, with the coast

guard reporting hundreds of patrol actions last year to

counter Chinese vessels. [Taiwan News]

Kinmen is a group of Taiwan-controlled islands located

just off the coast of mainland China, only a few

kilometers from the Chinese city of Xiamen.
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Bangladesh: Campaign violence escalates

ahead of February 12 election

(lm) As Bangladesh approaches the February 12

parliamentary election, election-related violence has

intensified nationwide, raising serious concerns about

poll-time stability and the interim government’s

capacity to maintain order.

According to official data, 274 election-related violent

incidents were recorded nationwide between

December 12, 2025, and February 1, including five

murders, alongside intimidation, clashes among rival

supporters, attacks on candidates, vandalism of

election offices, and campaign obstructions. Police

intelligence has identified 13 constituencies across

nine districts as high risk, while law-enforcement and

media reporting indicate hundreds injured and at least

four deaths during the active campaign period. [Dhaka

Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Separately, police intelligence has identified 13

constituencies across nine districts as “high risk,” and

law-enforcement data cited in reporting refer to at

least 57 violent incidents across 50 constituencies,

leaving 257 injured and four dead during the campaign

period—figures that differ by source and time window

but consistently indicate a deteriorating security

environment. [The Daily Star 1]

More notable even, longer-term monitoring shows at

least 600 incidents of political violence between August

2024 – when longtime Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

was ousted from power – and December 2025,

resulting in 158 deaths, with watchdogs warning that

violence may persist beyond polling day. [The Daily

Star 2]

Recent constituency-level incidents illustrate the

geographic spread and multi-actor nature of the

violence. In Patuakhali-3, rival processions linked to the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-kl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-ky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-ky/


Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and an

independent candidate clashed after overlapping

campaign events, injuring three people. In Noakhali-2,

an independent candidate reported an attack on a

campaign office and injuries to supporters, alleging

involvement by backers of a BNP-nominated rival. In

Gazipur-2, a candidate from the National Citizen Party

accused supporters of a BNP contender of attempting

to run him over during campaigning; police have

confirmed a formal complaint is under investigation.

[The Daily Star 3]

The most serious escalation occurred in Sherpur, a

northern district near the Indian border, where clashes

between supporters of the BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami

during an officially organized manifesto

announcement program turned deadly. A local Jamaat

leader, died from injuries sustained in the violence,

which reportedly began over seating arrangements at

the event. In the resulting murder case, the High Court

Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh granted

six weeks’ anticipatory bail to 40 accused, including a

BNP parliamentary candidate, after a case was filed

naming 234 individuals and accusing 400–500

unidentified persons. [Dhaka Tribune 3] [Dhaka

Tribune 4] [Dhaka Tribune 5]

Jamaat-e-Islami’s leadership has since questioned

whether a “level playing field” exists, warning that

political intimidation and attacks on party activists are

undermining the credibility of the electoral process,

while stating it would accept the outcome if polls are

conducted fairly. [Dhaka Tribune 6]

Beyond inter-party clashes, public anxiety has

deepened due to a broader deterioration in law and

order. Media and human-rights reporting point to a

rise in muggings and violent crime during the

campaign period, prompting heightened personal

security concerns and leading some foreign embassies

to advise increased caution for their nationals. Police

say election violence has also targeted campaign

offices, vehicles, sound systems, and election

equipment, while law-enforcement personnel

themselves have faced deadly and near-fatal attacks

during recent operations. [Dhaka Tribune 7]

These immediate security pressures reinforce wider

concerns identified by independent assessments of the

interim administration led by Muhammad Yunus,

appointed after the removal of the previous

government in August 2024. An International Crisis

Group report credits the authorities with stabilizing the

economy, reviving the International Crimes Tribunal,

and drafting the July Charter, a package of 84 proposed

constitutional and institutional reforms to be decided
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by referendum alongside the election. However, the

report warns that policing remains weak after years of

politicization, security-sector reform has stalled, and

mob violence is rising. Transparency International

Bangladesh similarly cautions that money- and

religion-based politics are undermining reform

momentum, weakening accountability, and

constraining women’s political participation. [The Daily

Star 4] [Dhaka Tribune 8]

Bangladesh: TIME magazine calls Tarique

Rahman clear frontrunner ahead of

February polls

(lm) Time magazine has described Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) chairman Tarique Rahman as

the “clear frontrunner” in the February 12 national

election, portraying him as a political bridge between

Bangladesh’s traditional elite and the younger

generation that drove the 2024 student-led uprising

which ousted longtime prime minister Sheikh Hasina.

In a long-form profile and interview marking Rahman’s

return after 17 years in exile, Time highlights his strong

popular momentum, noting opinion polls from late

December 2025 that place BNP support at around 70

percent, far ahead of other parties.

The magazine presents Rahman as a cautious but

ambitious figure, combining dynastic lineage with a

technocratic reform agenda focused on job creation,

environmental restoration, infrastructure, skills

development, and health care reform. It contrasts this

with his controversial past, including allegations of

corruption, his imprisonment during the 2007–2008

caretaker government, and accusations that BNP rule

in the early 2000s was marked by graft—claims

Rahman denies, noting that prior convictions were

overturned under the interim government.

Time situates Rahman’s rise within a volatile transition:

economic stress, weakened institutions after years of

authoritarian rule, growing Islamist influence, strained

relations with India, and public anxiety over law and

order. While supporters see him as a persecuted

leader returning to heal a fractured nation, critics

question whether dynastic politics and party discipline

risks could undermine reform. The article concludes

that Rahman’s challenge, if elected, will be to translate

popular support into durable institutional change while

avoiding a return to the abuses that fueled the 2024

uprising. [TIME] [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Ousted ex-prime minister

rejects upcoming election

(lm) Former prime minister Sheikh Hasina, in exile in

India since her removal from power in August 2024,

has rejected Bangladesh’s February 12 general election

as illegitimate after her party, the Awami League, was

excluded from the polls. She argues that barring a

major political force disenfranchises millions of voters

and risks deepening political instability. Interim

authorities counter that participation is impossible

while much of the party’s leadership is in exile, under

indictment, or facing arrest warrants. [Al Jazeera 1]

[Dhaka Tribune 1]

Hasina’s election rejection comes as legal pressure

intensifies through the International Crimes Tribunal

(ICT), a national court with jurisdiction over genocide,

crimes against humanity, war crimes, and extrajudicial

killings. Last week, ICT prosecutors formally charged

Hasina and seven former senior officials — including

the former home minister and police leadership —

over alleged extrajudicial killings during a 2016 security

operation in Dhaka, in which nine men were killed.

Prosecutors allege the victims were previously

detained and later executed, then falsely presented as

militants. The tribunal has accepted the chargesheets,

issued arrest warrants, and scheduled further

hearings, proceeding in absentia due to Hasina’s exile.

Several co-accused are already in custody in related

cases. [Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Separately, on February 2, a Dhaka special court

sentenced her to 10 years’ imprisonment in two

corruption cases related to the unlawful allocation of

government residential plots under a major urban

housing project, following prosecutions by the Anti-

Corruption Commission, Bangladesh’s statutory anti-

graft body. Her niece Tulip Rizwana Siddiq, a United

Kingdom lawmaker, was sentenced to 4 years, while

another niece and a nephew each received 7-year

sentences; all convicted individuals were also fined

BDT 100,000 (USD 820), with additional jail terms in

default of payment. These verdicts add to earlier

convictions that have already imposed cumulative

sentences totaling 26 years on Hasina in related

corruption cases. [Al Jazeera 2] [The Daily Star 1] [The

Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: High Court Division judge

resigns amid disciplinary review
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(lm) Justice Mamnoon Rahman of the High Court

Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh has

resigned, citing personal reasons, after remaining

absent from judicial duties for more than one year.

Justice Rahman, who has been residing in Canada, had

been under review by the Supreme Judicial Council, the

constitutional body mandated to investigate

allegations of judicial misconduct, which examined

complaints related to his prolonged absence and

forwarded an investigation report to the President

Since the ouster of longtime Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina in August 2024, 12 High Court Division judges

were initially placed on leave; 9 are no longer in office

following resignations, compulsory retirements, or

completed investigations, while 3 remain without

bench assignments. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Fear now shapes journalism

as election nears, editor of largest English-

language newspaper says

(lm) Fear has become a defining condition for

journalism in Bangladesh, according to Mahfuz Anam,

editor and publisher of The Daily Star, the country’s

largest English-language newspaper, as the country

approaches a high-stakes national election following

the fall of Sheikh Hasina’s government in August 2024.

Speaking on Al Jazeera’s The Listening Post, Anam said

journalists increasingly self-censor language and

framing, not because of formal censorship, but due to

the risk of intimidation, coordinated online abuse, or

physical attacks if reporting deviates from dominant

political narratives.

Anam described a recent arson attack on The Daily Star

as a coordinated, politically motivated attempt to

intimidate independent media rather than a reaction

to flawed reporting. He recalled newsroom staff

fearing for their lives as the building burned,

underscoring what he called an effort to dismantle

liberal journalism that supports dissent, pluralism, and

democratic debate.

He warned that political weaponization of social media

has intensified pressure on journalists. According to

Anam, parties now deploy organized online networks

to amplify abuse or praise depending on political

alignment, accelerating polarization within the media

sector and eroding public trust.

Looking back, Anam said the Digital Security Act,

enacted under former prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
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institutionalized fear by criminalizing dissent through

broad, often non-bailable offences. He said journalists,

cartoonists, academics, and editors were routinely

targeted, citing his own experience of dozens of legal

cases, advertising boycotts, and exclusion from official

coverage during Hasina’s rule.

Anam linked the collapse of Hasina’s government to its

treatment of the media, arguing that repression of

journalism became emblematic of broader democratic

decay. He said public expectations ahead of the

election are shaped by a desire for accountability and a

decisive break from fear-based control of information.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Journalist sent to prison after

being shown arrested in ACC assets case

(lm) A Dhaka court has ordered that journalist Anis

Alamgir be shown arrested and sent to prison in a

corruption case filed by the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC), adding to his continued detention

under a separate Anti-Terrorism Act case.

The order was issued by the Dhaka Metropolitan

Senior Special Judge’s Court following an ACC

application. No bail hearing was held. Alamgir, who

was produced in court from detention, remains in

custody.

The ACC case, filed on January 15, alleges that Alamgir

accumulated assets beyond known sources of income

and engaged in money laundering. According to the

ACC, he acquired total assets worth BDT 426 million

(approximately USD 3.9 million), while his lawful

income amounted to BDT 99.1 million (USD 0.9

million). The commission claims around 77 percent of

the assets — about BDT 326 million (approximately

USD 3.0 million) — cannot be explained by declared

income.

Alamgir has already been in jail since December 20,

following a five-day remand in a case filed under the

Anti-Terrorism Act. That case alleges involvement in

conspiracy, propaganda, and attempts to destabilize

the state through social media and talk shows after the

departure of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

[Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Sharp rise in sexual violence

in 2025, with girls most affected
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(lm) Bangladesh recorded a sharp increase in rape and

sexual violence in 2025, with girls accounting for the

majority of victims, according to monitoring by major

rights organizations.

Data from Bangladesh Mahila Parishad, one of the

country’s largest women’s rights advocacy groups that

tracks violence based on documented cases and media

reporting, show 786 victims of rape and gang rape in

2025, up from 516 in 2024, an increase of 52.3 percent,

with 543 victims under 18 years of age. The figures

point to a broader pattern of abuse, with 2,808

reported cases of violence against women and girls,

including sexual assault, killings, suicides linked to

abuse, and trafficking.

The trend is corroborated by Ain o Salish Kendra, a

Dhaka-based human rights and legal-aid organization

that independently monitors rights violations, as well

as by Human Rights Watch, which cites police data

indicating rising gender-based violence. Rights groups

link the escalation to weak enforcement, limited

accountability, and growing social pressure on women

and girls, warning that without institutional reform and

effective prosecution, high levels of gender-based

violence risk becoming entrenched. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: New ordinances expand

sexual harassment law to online conduct,

strengthen domestic violence protections

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has approved

two ordinances with immediate effect aimed at

strengthening protections for women and children: the

Prevention of Sexual Harassment in the Workplace and

Educational Institutions Ordinance, 2026, and the

Prevention of Domestic Violence Ordinance, 2026. The

measures were adopted by the Advisory Council,

chaired by interim leader Muhammad Yunus, and take

effect nationwide without requiring prior

parliamentary approval.

The sexual harassment ordinance significantly expands

the legal definition of harassment to explicitly include

online and digital acts, such as abuse via social media,

email, and messaging platforms. It mandates Internal

Complaints Committees (ICCs) in all workplaces and

educational institutions to receive complaints, conduct

investigations, and recommend disciplinary action,

with local complaints committees established for

informal or unorganized sectors. Multi-level monitoring

bodies (national, district, and sub-district) will oversee

implementation. The law adopts a survivor-centric

approach, emphasizing confidentiality and protection,
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while also including safeguards against false

complaints and establishing a support fund for victims

(legal aid, counseling, rehabilitation).

The domestic violence ordinance replaces the 2010 law

and broadens the definition of domestic violence to

cover physical, psychological, sexual, financial, and

digital abuse. It strengthens remedies through rapid

protection orders, residence rights in shared

households, compensation and maintenance orders,

and temporary child custody. Most cases are to be

resolved within 60 working days, and violations carry

penalties including imprisonment or fines; officials may

face accountability for negligence. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Minority rights body disputes

government figures, reports 522

communal attacks in 2025

(lm) The Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity

Council—the country’s largest umbrella organization

representing religious minority communities—has

challenged official government figures on communal

violence, stating that it documented 522 communal

incidents in 2025, not 71 as claimed by the interim

government.

Presenting its annual review in Dhaka, the Council said

the 2025 incidents resulted in 66 deaths, included 28

cases of violence against women (including rape and

gang rape), 95 attacks on places of worship, and 102

attacks on minority-owned homes and businesses.

Other reported abuses included land grabbing,

abductions, extortion, torture, and arrests on

allegations of religious blasphemy. The data, compiled

from national media reporting, was described as

incomplete but credible.

The dispute centers on a January 19 social media

statement by the Chief Adviser, which acknowledged

645 incidents involving minorities in 2025 but classified

only 71 as “communal,” categorizing the remaining

cases as non-communal. The Unity Council argues that

the government’s definition is excessively narrow and

excludes killings, sexual violence, arson, and land

seizures unless they occur inside religious sites.

With the 13th National Parliamentary Election

scheduled for February 12, the Council warned that

violence has continued into the election period.

Between January 1 and January 27, it recorded 42

incidents, including 11 killings, one rape, nine attacks

on temples and churches, and 21 cases of looting,

arson, and land occupation. It said fear and
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intimidation are discouraging minorities from voting.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Labor groups protest

proposed amendment targeting workers’

profit fund

(lm) Workers’ organizations have strongly opposed a

government move to amend the labor law in a way

that could weaken worker protections, forcing talks at

the Ministry of Labour and Employment to end without

a decision. The immediate flashpoint is a proposal—

originating from the Ministry of Energy and Mineral

Resources—to remove the Workers’ Profit Participation

Fund (WPPF) requirement from labor law and related

rules for 100 percent export-oriented and foreign-

invested enterprises, reportedly linked to a draft

Production Sharing Agreement (PSC) framework.

The WPPF, established by law in 2006, obliges eligible

companies to contribute five percent of annual profits

to a fund dedicated to worker welfare. The mechanism

is widely seen as a core statutory benefit for workers,

while also generating state revenue and supporting

social stability. Labor unions argue that excluding

foreign-invested and export-oriented firms would be

discriminatory, unlawful, and a rollback of established

rights. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Foreign debt servicing climbs

to USD 7.09 billion as repayment

pressures intensify

(lm) Bangladesh’s foreign debt servicing rose 17

percent to USD 7.09 billion by the end of fiscal year

2024–25, absorbing around 76 percent of the USD 9.3

billion in grants and foreign loans received during the

year. Of the total repayments, USD 5.0 billion went

toward principal—more than half of it linked to state-

guaranteed borrowing by public agencies—while USD

2.08 billion covered interest payments.

Debt servicing costs have more than doubled over the

past five years, rising from USD 3.3 billion in fiscal year

2020–21 to current levels, reflecting the transition of

large infrastructure and budget-support loans out of

their grace periods. Bangladesh’s total external debt

stock reached USD 87.3 billion at the end of fiscal year

2024–25, equivalent to 18.99 percent of gross domestic

product, well below the 40 percent risk threshold

commonly used by international lenders.
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Economists note that while much of Bangladesh’s

borrowing remains concessional, a growing share

consists of harder loans with higher interest rates and

shorter repayment schedules, increasing near-term

fiscal pressure. The government and the Economic

Relations Division maintain that overall debt indicators

remain manageable, but analysts stress the need to

strengthen repayment capacity as principal obligations

continue to rise over the next few years. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Disruptions at main seaport

over proposed terminal lease

(lm) As of February 3, operations at Chattogram Port

Authority, Bangladesh’s main seaport, were disrupted

by a 24-hour strike after port workers escalated

protests against the proposed leasing of the New

Mooring Container Terminal to a foreign operator. The

strike followed three consecutive days of coordinated

work stoppages that had already curtailed container

and cargo handling at the port.

The dispute centers on a reported plan to lease the

terminal to DP World, a Dubai-based global port

operator, which labor groups frame as a strategic

infrastructure issue, while port authorities maintain

that no final agreement has been signed and describe

the action as unjustified. Tensions intensified after 16

port employees linked to the protests were transferred

to port offices in Dhaka, a move organizers allege was

retaliatory but which authorities say was routine

administrative action. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune

1]

The government has stated that no port management

decision will be taken against national interests and

has urged a return to normal operations, citing risks to

trade flows and supply conditions ahead of Ramadan.

[Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Government approves direct

purchase of vehicles for Rapid Action

Battalion ahead of elections

(lm) The government has approved the direct

procurement of 163 vehicles for the Rapid Action

Battalion (RAB)—Bangladesh’s elite law-enforcement

and counter-terrorism force—bypassing open tenders

and sourcing them from Pragati Industries Limited, a

fully state-owned automobile manufacturer.
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The purchase covers three jeeps, 100 patrol pickup

trucks, and 60 air-conditioned microbuses and is

justified under Section 68 of the Public Procurement

Act 2006, which allows direct procurement in

emergency or time-sensitive situations. Officials cited

acute vehicle shortages within RAB and the need to

strengthen operational readiness in the 2025–26 fiscal

year, with security demands expected to rise ahead of

the national parliamentary election. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: 40 police officers promoted

to Additional Superintendent rank

(lm) The government has promoted 40 Assistant

Superintendents of Police (ASPs)—the entry-level cadre

officers in the Bangladesh Police—to the rank of

Additional Superintendent of Police (Addl SP), a mid-

level supervisory position just below Superintendent of

Police. The promotions take effect immediately and

were approved following recommendations by the

ministry’s Departmental Promotion Committee. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bhutan: IMF sees strong growth outlook,

warns of fiscal, financial, and climate risks

(lm) The International Monetary Fund has concluded

its 2025 Article IV consultation with Bhutan, projecting

7.4 percent growth in fiscal year 2025/26, with similarly

strong performance expected in 2026/27. Growth is

driven by new hydropower commissioning, rising

electricity exports, a tourism recovery, and continued

public capital spending. Inflation is expected to

stabilize around 4 percent, anchored by the currency

peg to the Indian rupee.

Bhutan’s recovery accelerated sharply in late 2024,

with 9.1 percent growth in the fourth quarter,

supported by industry, services, and hydropower.

Tourism receipts and foreign exchange reserves have

improved, though the current account remains

structurally in deficit and youth unemployment

persists.

The IMF assesses the medium-term outlook as positive

but fragile. Key downside risks include delays in

hydropower projects, global slowdown, fuel-price

shocks, climate-related disasters, and exposure to

crypto-asset volatility affecting public institutions and

central bank assets.
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The IMF highlights the Gelephu Mindfulness City (GMC)

—a flagship investment and diversification zone—as

potentially transformative but high-risk. Concerns

include fiscal exposure, erosion of the national tax

base, regulatory arbitrage, and heightened AML/CFT

and crypto-asset supervision challenges. [Mirage

News] [The Sentinel]

Bhutan: Civil society urges revival of

stalled right to information law

(lm) Civil society groups in Bhutan are pressing for the

revival of the Right to Information (RTI) Act, warning

that access to public information is deteriorating

despite being constitutionally guaranteed. Although

the right to information is enshrined in Article 7 of

Bhutan’s Constitution, a dedicated RTI law has

remained stalled since 2014, after passing the lower

house of Parliament but failing to advance in the upper

house due to concerns over clarity, consultation, and

institutional readiness.

Participants at a multi-stakeholder consultation

highlighted bureaucratic reluctance, weak legal

protections, and reliance on informal access channels

as systemic obstacles, affecting not only journalism but

also civil society oversight in sensitive sectors such as

health. The consultation called for a structured

relaunch of the RTI Bill through government or

parliamentary channels, nationwide consultations,

clear exemptions to protect security and privacy, and

an independent oversight and appeals mechanism.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government to review

reallocation of unspent and recovered

stimulus funds

(lm) The Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) Steering

Committee will review the reallocation of BTN 574.73

million (USD 6.90 million) in unspent and recovered

funds under the Window-I concessional credit line,

after the full commitment of the BTN 3.3 billion (USD

39.6 million) facility.

The ESP is Bhutan’s government-led post-COVID-19

pandemic recovery mechanism, implemented through

subsidized lending managed by Bhutan Development

Bank Limited, the state-owned development bank, and

overseen by a high-level inter-agency committee. The

funds under review include both unused sectoral
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allocations and amounts ordered for recovery by the

Anti-Corruption Commission, following findings of

irregularities involving three manufacturing firms, from

which BTN 157.3 million (USD 1.89 million) remains to

be recovered.

Additional unspent balances of BTN 417.43 million

(USD 5.01 million) persist across priority sectors

including cottage and small industries, startup scale-

ups, agriculture and livestock, and the film industry,

where project approvals are being phased to reflect

market capacity and infrastructure constraints.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Large hydropower project

expected to lift growth and employment

(lm) Bhutan’s planned 1,125-megawatt Dorjilung

hydropower project, located on the Kurichhu river in

the country’s east, is expected to raise gross domestic

product by approximately 2.4 percent during its

operational phase and generate around 5,000 direct

and indirect jobs, according to World Bank Group

estimates, underlining the central role of hydropower

in Bhutan’s development and fiscal model.

With total investment of USD 1.7 billion, the project will

expand national power generation by about 40

percent, reduce winter electricity imports, and increase

exports to India, strengthening fiscal revenues through

power sales, taxes, and free power allocations. The

project is structured as a public-private partnership

combining concessional finance, grants, and private

capital, with only USD 150 million constituting direct

sovereign borrowing, limiting fiscal exposure. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Indian firm to develop 70 MW

solar project as power demand surges

(lm) India Power Corporation Limited (IPCL) has

partnered with Bhutan’s Green Energy Power Private

Limited to develop a 70 megawatt solar power project

in Paro district, marking Bhutan’s first independent

power producer (IPP) solar project. The project is part

of IPCL’s plan to build 1.5 gigawatts of solar capacity in

Bhutan over five years.

The investment reflects rapidly rising electricity

demand in Bhutan, driven by the Gelephu Mindfulness

City project, expansion of energy-intensive industries

such as ferrosilicon, and growing digital infrastructure
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and crypto-mining activity. While hydropower remains

dominant, Bhutan aims to reach 25,000 megawatts of

installed capacity by 2034, including 5,000 megawatts

from solar. [Devdiscourse]

India: Government doubles down on

infrastructure and manufacturing in

2026–27 budget amid global trade

uncertainty

(dql) The government has presented its 2026–27

budget with a clear emphasis on infrastructure

spending and domestic manufacturing to sustain

growth amid a volatile global trade environment. Total

expenditure is set at USD 583 billion, with GDP growth

projected at 6.8–7.2 percent, slightly below last year

but still strong by global standards.

The government plans to raise infrastructure

investment to USD 133 billion and accelerate

manufacturing across seven strategic sectors, including

semiconductors, pharmaceuticals and rare-earth

magnets, alongside targeted investment in areas such

as artificial intelligence. At the same time, New Delhi

aims to tighten fiscal discipline, modestly reducing

both the fiscal deficit and the debt-to-GDP ratio.

The budget avoids populist measures, marking a shift

from last year’s tax cuts, and instead prioritizes long-

term resilience, supply-chain integration, and policy

predictability. While India has so far absorbed the

impact of US tariffs linked to Russian oil imports,

currency weakness and foreign capital outflows remain

challenges.

The budget includes a 15.3 percent increase in defence

spending, lifting allocations to roughly USD 85 billion,

the largest military budget in the country’s history. The

rise follows heightened security pressures over the

past year — including a four-day armed conflict with

Pakistan — and reflects a renewed focus on military

readiness and modernization.

A significant share of the additional funds is earmarked

for capital expenditure, including combat aircraft,

engines, naval platforms and advanced weapons

systems, alongside continued support for domestic

defence production under India’s self-reliance strategy.

Personnel costs remain substantial but the emphasis

has shifted toward upgrading capabilities rather than

expanding manpower. [Al Jazeera] [Reuters] [The

Economic Times]
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Former finance minister and opposition Congress MP

P. Chidambaram and other opposition leaders sharply

criticized the budget, saying it “fails the test of

economic strategy and economic statesmanship”

because it does not address major structural

challenges and lacks a clear narrative to confront

issues like trade deficits and investment shortfalls.

Opposition parties also argue that cuts in key revenue

and capital expenditures for sectors affecting ordinary

citizens point to weak fiscal management. [NDTV] [The

Tribune 1] [The Tribune 2]

India: Opposition-led West Bengal

government challenges Election

Commission over voter roll revision

(dql) West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee of

the Trinamool Congress (TMC) party —  an opposition

party at the federal (national) level and the ruling party

in the state — has approached the Supreme Court

challenging the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls being carried out by the Election

Commission (EC) ahead of the state’s April 2026

Assembly elections.

She has alleged that the exercise is being conducted in

a rushed, irregular and politically biased manner,

warning that it could result in large-scale voter

exclusion and undermine democratic processes.

Banerjee has argued that the SIR violates provisions of

election law and has accused the EC of poor planning,

procedural lapses and administrative arbitrariness.

The challenge builds on earlier petitions filed by TMC

MPs, in which they accused the EC of issuing

instructions to election officials through informal

channels such as WhatsApp and video conferences,

rather than through formal written orders.

The Supreme Court has already asked the EC to

respond to these allegations and has expressed

concern over the introduction of a “logical discrepancy”

category of voters, under which individuals may be

summoned for hearings to verify their eligibility. The

court has directed that names of voters flagged under

this category be publicly displayed to allow objections

and document submission.

The dispute also focuses on tight deadlines for claims

and objections, with critics arguing that the verification

process has been thrown into disarray and that eligible

voters risk being removed due to administrative errors.

The final electoral roll for West Bengal is scheduled for

publication in mid-February, even as similar SIR
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exercises continue across multiple states and Union

territories. The Supreme Court has reserved its

judgment on a broader set of petitions challenging the

legality and conduct of the SIR process. [The Tribune 1]

[NDTV]

Congress party alleges mass voter deletions across 12

states, flags misuse of electoral forms

In parallel, the opposition Indian National Congress

has accused authorities of improperly removing

eligible voters from electoral rolls in 12 states by

misusing Form-7, which is intended for limited,

legitimate objections such as removal due to death or

duplicate entries.

In a letter to the EC, Congress leaders claimed that

bulk, pre-printed Form-7 applications lacking proper

identification were submitted in large numbers, often

without consent by the supposed objectors, and

disproportionately targeted groups like Scheduled

Castes, Scheduled Tribes, minorities and older citizens.

The party also alleged that ruling party members tried

to access electoral databases to delete names.

Congress urged the ECI to investigate, improve

oversight, and publish data on Form-7 filings and their

outcomes to protect voters’ rights. [The Tribune 2]

The SIR is a process used by the EC to thoroughly re-

verify electoral rolls, including voter identity and

address details, usually ahead of major elections.

Critics argue that tight deadlines, discretionary checks,

and alleged procedural lapses risk excluding eligible

voters, raising concerns about disenfranchisement and

the neutrality of the election process.

India: Supreme Court seeks responses

from Centre and states on challenge to

anti-conversion laws

(dql) In a highly sensitive national debate over religious

freedom, minority rights, and the extent of state

authority, on February 2, the Supreme Court has asked

the central government and 12 state governments to

submit their responses to a Public Interest Litigation

(PIL) filed by the National Council of Churches in India

(NCCI), which challenges the constitutionality of several

state anti-conversion laws and seeks a pause on their

enforcement.

The court directed the central government and the

states to file their replies within four weeks. It also
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ordered that the case be heard together with similar

petitions already pending before a three-judge bench.

The petition argues that provisions in some of these

laws encourage misuse and vigilantism, allowing third

parties to lodge complaints that can lead to arrests and

harassment, thereby undermining personal liberty and

freedom of religion guaranteed under the Constitution.

[Live Law]

Government lawyers countered that the issue is

already covered by earlier Supreme Court rulings and

ongoing cases. The court did not grant an immediate

stay but will examine whether the laws overstep

constitutional limits when regulating religious

conversions. [The Tribune]

India: Activist denies inciting government

overthrow, challenges preventive

detention

(dql) Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk, who has been

held under India’s National Security Act (NSA) since

September 2025 after unrest in the high-altitude

region Ladakh in northern India, told the Supreme

Court that he did not urge his supporters to overthrow

the government, rejecting claims that his remarks

referred to an “Arab Spring-style” revolt.

His legal team argued that authorities relied on a

selectively edited video to justify his detention and that

his actual statements were peaceful and within

democratic rights to protest and criticise the

government. They also denied allegations that he

made disparaging comments about the Indian Army or

Hindu deities. [The Tribune] [The Indian Express]

The court has ordered a medical check-up for

Wangchuk ahead of further hearings, following

concerns over his deteriorating health due to alleged

water contamination in jail. [TMV]

Wangchuk is a prominent figure in the movement for

Ladakh’s statehood and constitutional safeguards, and

his detention under a law designed for security threats

has sparked debate over civil liberties and political

dissent in India.

India: Economy poised for 7.4 percent

growth in FY 26
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(dql) India’s economy is projected to expand by about

7.4 per cent in the 2025-26 fiscal year, keeping it ahead

of other major global economies in growth, according

to the 2025-26 Economic Survey — the pre‑Budget

guidance document, tabled by Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman in Parliament on January 30.

Strong domestic consumption, solid investment,

resilient exports, and healthy remittance flows are

cited as drivers of this performance. The current

account deficit remains modest, and inflation has

stayed low, while sectors such as manufacturing,

services and agriculture continue to show positive

momentum. Exports reached record levels in the

previous year despite external challenges, and foreign

exchange reserves remain robust. [Ministry of Finance,

India] [The Tribune]

India: Foreign currency reserves reach

record high

(dql) India’s foreign exchange reserves climbed to a

record high of about USD 709.41 billion as of January

23, 2026, according to data from the Reserve Bank of

India (RBI), the country’s central bank.

The increase — roughly USD 8 billion from the prior

week — was driven largely by higher valuations of gold

holdings and foreign currency assets, despite the RBI’s

ongoing market interventions to support the

weakening rupee.

India’s gold reserves rose significantly in value during

this period, contributing to the overall gain in the forex

stockpile. [Reuters]

India: Army nears completion of new light

commando battalions to boost rapid-

response capability

(dql) The Indian Army is close to finishing the creation

of all 25 planned Bhairav light commando battalions, a

new category of compact, highly mobile units designed

for rapid and technology-driven tactical operations,

with completion expected within the next few months.

Introduced in 2025, Bhairav battalions consist of about

300 soldiers each drawn mainly from infantry and

supported by specialists, including dedicated drone

and cyber/info-warfare elements. These units are

intended to fill the operational gap between
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conventional infantry and elite Special Forces by

conducting reconnaissance, swift border responses,

targeted disruption missions and hybrid warfare tasks

without committing scarce Special Forces resources.

Each battalion also includes a specialized sub-unit —

the Ashni platoon — focusing on drone and loitering

munition missions, enhancing battlefield awareness

and striking capability for corps and divisional

commanders.

The broad rollout of Bhairav battalions follows India’s

shift toward more agile, tech-intensive military

structures tailored to current threat environments

along tense frontiers with Pakistan and China, aimed at

bolstering rapid-response and hybrid warfare capacity

while strengthening deterrence and operational

flexibility and preserving elite forces for high-risk

strategic missions. [The Tribune]

India: Key cybercrime operative arrested

in multinational crackdown on cross-

border fraud networks

(dql) The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) — I

ndia’s main federal investigative agency handling

serious and complex crimes — carried out a major

nationwide action called Operation CyStrike,

conducting coordinated searches at 35 locations

across 10 Indian states as part of a multinational

crackdown on cyber-enabled financial crime networks.

The operation, initiated on January 30, involved

cooperation with law-enforcement agencies from the

United States, the United Kingdom, Kuwait, Ireland and

Singapore, reflecting growing global coordination to

tackle cross-border digital fraud.

During the raids, the CBI arrested a key cybercrime

operative and dismantled several organized networks

based in India that had been targeting victims in

multiple countries, including the US, UK, Kuwait,

Ireland, Singapore as well as India itself.

Investigators seized electronic evidence such as

laptops, mobile phones and hard drives linked to the

scams, uncovered fake Kuwaiti e-Visa documents and

fraudulent employment letters used to trick victims.

The CBI also identified and shut down “mule accounts”

— bank accounts used to route illicit funds from

foreign victims back to the suspects. [Business

Standard]

In a separate move, the CBI registered a case against

one of its own assistant sub-inspectors (ASI) stationed
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in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, accusing him of running a

protection and extortion syndicate in coal-rich areas of

the state. The ASI is alleged to have taken bribes from

coal transporters and lifters in exchange for shielding

another accused—Sarada Prasad Sethy, an officer with

Mahanadi Coalfields Limited (a Coal India subsidiary)—

and helping him secure extra coal loads or higher-

grade coal for buyers. [The Indian Express]

India: Defence research agency seeks

domestic industry partner to develop

next-generation fighter jet engine

(dql) The Defence Research and Development

Organisation (DRDO) — a government agency under

the defense ministry of Defence, responsible for

researching, developing, and testing military

technologies and systems for India’s armed forces —

has invited domestic aerospace and defense firms to

partner in the development and production of a next-

generation high-thrust fighter jet engine, aiming to

close a critical capability gap in the country’s defence

industry. The new engine is expected to generate

nearly 120 kilo-newtons of thrust, significantly more

than the existing F404 engine used today.

Under the program, a selected Indian company will

jointly design, manufacture and certify the engine

alongside the government’s gas turbine research

agency, with limited foreign technical support allowed

but no loss of Indian design ownership.

The initiative addresses a major structural weakness.

India currently imports jet engines even for its

indigenously built Tejas fighter aircraft. With plans to

manufacture over 500 fighter jets over the next 15–17

years, the lack of a domestically produced engine has

emerged as a key constraint on aircraft production,

supply-chain resilience, and broader aerospace sector

growth. [The Tribune]

Maldives: Government advances election-

merger proposal as local polls face

procedural strain

(lm) Maldivian authorities are pursuing two parallel

electoral tracks: a proposed constitutional amendment

to merge presidential and parliamentary elections

from 2028, and preparations for local council elections

scheduled for April 4 that are already marked by

procedural disputes.
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On the structural reform side, Parliament’s

Independent Institutions Committee has begun

consultations with political parties, the Elections

Commission (EC), and the Attorney General on a

proposal submitted by the ruling People’s National

Congress (PNC). The amendment would align

presidential and parliamentary elections in 2028, move

the inauguration of Parliament to December 1, and

shorten the current parliamentary term to enable a

combined national vote. President Mohamed Muizzu

has framed the plan as a cost-saving measure, citing

combined past election expenses exceeding MVR 300

million (approximately USD 19.5 million). [The Sun 1]

The EC has said that holding a referendum on the

amendment alongside the April 4 local elections would

add around MVR 20 million (about USD 1.3 million) in

costs, compared with MVR 60–80 million (around USD

3.9–5.2 million) if held separately, but warned that the

amendment must be passed and ratified by February

18 to meet legal preparation timelines. [The Sun 2]

[The Sun 3]

Most political parties outside the PNC have called for

postponing any referendum, arguing that the reform is

being rushed without sufficient public explanation. The

Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) and the People’s

National Front (PNF) oppose holding the vote alongside

local elections, while other parties say they support

merging elections in principle but favor

implementation in a later cycle. [The Sun 4]

The Attorney General has defended the proposal,

arguing that the 2008 Constitution never intended the

two national elections to be held far apart and

stressing that the final decision should rest with voters.

[The Sun 5]

At the same time, the Election Commission is

managing April’s local polls amid opposition criticism.

The commission has updated the voter register—

removing deceased voters, correcting records, and

reassigning constituencies—and reopened the public

complaints window through February 8. Nearly

295,000 voters are eligible nationwide. [The Sun 6]

The nominations process has been contentious. More

than 3,400 candidates applied (1,865 for councils;

1,548 for women’s committees), with 2,888

applications accepted after initial screening and

resubmissions. Most candidates are party-affiliated,

with independents in the minority. While the

commission extended daily submission hours, it

declined to extend the overall deadline, despite

objections from the MDP, which cited delays in

obtaining criminal and debt clearances from state
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agencies. [The Sun 7] [The Sun 8] [The Sun 9] [The Sun

10]

Legal uncertainty also persists over the mandatory use

of eFaas, the government’s digital identity system, for

candidate filings and supporter verification. A

constitutional challenge filed by the People’s National

Front had not been admitted by the High Court before

nominations closed. Critics argue the requirement

disadvantages independent candidates due to uneven

public familiarity with eFaas; the commission rejects

allegations of political interference and reports

continued resubmissions and processing. [The Sun 11]

Maldives: Speaker’s brother runs as

independent in council race, breaking

party pattern

(lm) Abdul Kareem Abdullah, the brother of Abdul

Raheem Abdullah, chair of the ruling People’s National

Congress (PNC) and speaker of parliament, has

entered the April 4 local council elections as an

independent candidate for the presidency of the

Laamu Fonadhoo Council.

The PNC has nominated Ahmed Riyaz, who has held

the Fonadhoo council presidency for three consecutive

terms. No independent candidate has previously won

the post, making Kareem’s candidacy an unusual

departure from local electoral precedent.

The reasons for Kareem contesting against his

brother’s party have not been publicly explained. His

candidacy comes amid lingering speculation about

strained relations between President Mohamed

Muizzu and Abdul Raheem Abdullah, following the

earlier removal of Abdul Raheem’s son, Ibrahim Faisal,

from the influential tourism minister portfolio and

Abdul Raheem’s subsequent low public profile.

Kareem, who is blind, said he sought clarification from

the Election Commission before filing his nomination

and was informed there were no legal obstacles to his

candidacy. A long-serving imam in Fonadhoo for 19

years, he said he would be suspended from that post

during the campaign and had notified the Civil Service

Commission.

Nominations for the local council and Women’s

Development Committee elections closed on February

1, with voting scheduled nationwide for April 4. [The

Sun]
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Maldives: Former president Yameen

accuses justice system of protecting large-

scale corruption

(lm) Former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom,

now an opposition leader heading the People’s

National Front, has again accused the Maldivian

criminal justice system of systemic bias, arguing that

large-scale corruption is effectively shielded while

minor offenders face full punishment.

Speaking at a party rally, Yameen said land and state

resources are being “stolen everywhere” without

accountability and framed the issue as a broader

failure of the judiciary that has eroded public trust in

the rule of law. He cited the Maldives Marketing and

Public Relations Corporation (MMPRC) scandal—one of

the country’s largest corruption cases, involving the

alleged diversion of nearly USD 400 million in tourism

lease revenues—as emblematic of selective justice.

Yameen pointed to the treatment of former Vice

President Ahmed Adeeb and former MMPRC managing

director Abdulla Ziyath, both of whom admitted guilt in

court but were later released and politically

rehabilitated, despite earlier official statements that

Adeeb could face hundreds of years in prison. He

argued that the system distinguishes between small

and large thefts, claiming that those involved in major

cases are protected and quickly freed.

Reiterating his long-standing position, Yameen said

prosecutions brought against him during the

administration of former President Ibrahim Mohamed

Solih were politically motivated and failed to dislodge

him, adding that under a genuinely independent legal

system he would not be convicted.

Yameen himself was convicted in 2022 on money-

laundering and bribery charges linked to the MMPRC

case and sentenced to 11 years in prison. In 2024, the

High Court overturned the conviction on procedural

grounds and ordered a retrial, leaving the substantive

corruption allegations against him legally unresolved.

[The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Media regulation faces legal

pushback as journalists and outlet

challenge regulator’s powers

(lm) Media regulation in the Maldives has come under

coordinated legal challenge following enforcement
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action by the Maldives Media and Broadcasting

Commission (MMBC) against a political cartoon.

Online outlet Adhadhu has filed a case with the Civil

Court, contesting an MMBC order to remove a cartoon

published on January 22 and to suspend its political

cartoon segment. The image depicted a man with a

Pinocchio-style nose stealing money from another man

engaged in prayer. MMBC ruled that the cartoon

violated Islamic principles and instructed media outlets

not to circulate it.

Adhadhu argues that the Media and Broadcasting

Commission Act, adopted last year, does not authorize

the regulator to impose penalties or halt specific

editorial segments while an investigation is ongoing.

The outlet says the order violates due process and

constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression

and press freedom. It has also announced plans to file

a complaint with the Anti-Corruption Commission,

alleging abuse of power by MMBC members. [The Sun

1]

In parallel, the Maldives Journalists Association (MJA)

has filed a constitutional petition with the High Court,

seeking to annul the MMBC Act in its entirety. The

association argues that the law is incompatible with

the Maldivian Constitution and with international

treaties binding on the state. It has also requested an

interim order to suspend enforcement of the Act while

the case is under review, warning that the regulator

could continue to take punitive action against media

outlets during proceedings.

The MJA’s filing explicitly cites the MMBC’s action

against Adhadhu as evidence of the risks posed by the

new regulatory framework. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Religious party elects new

leadership via low-turnout online vote

(lm) The Adhaalath Party, a religiously conservative

political party that has periodically played a coalition-

shaping role in Maldivian parliamentary politics, held a

fully online internal election on January 31 to choose a

new president and vice-president.

The vote took place amid internal disagreement over

procedure. Presidential candidate Ikram Abdul Sattar

had formally requested in-person voting and later

alleged a lack of transparency and fairness when the

request was rejected. He announced a boycott and

withdrew from active participation, though his name

remained on the ballot. [The Sun 1]
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Provisional results show the party’s sitting vice-

president, Mohamed Shifan, was elected president

with 99 percent of the votes cast, while Abdullah

Rasheed won the vice-presidency with the same

margin. Shifan’s candidacy was backed by the party’s

outgoing leader, Imran Abdulla, and other senior

figures, signaling leadership continuity. [The Sun 2]

Turnout was low: 1,835 members voted, about 22

percent of the 8,340 eligible voters, according to the

party’s election committee — a figure that has drawn

attention given the internal dispute over voting

procedures. [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Government opens applications

for sectoral advisory committees

(lm) The Maldivian government has opened

applications for three new advisory committees—

covering tourism, fisheries, and construction—to

provide technical input and policy guidance in key

economic sectors. Tourism remains the Maldives’ main

income source, while fisheries and construction are

major employers, placing the committees at the center

of current economic policy planning. [The Sun]

Maldives: Former FIU chief alleges

retaliation behind harassment complaint

(lm) The former head of the Financial Intelligence Unit

(FIU) at the Maldives Monetary Authority has alleged

that the sexual-harassment complaint leading to his

dismissal was retaliation for disciplinary action he took

against an employee.

Ismail Sajidh, removed on January 30 after an internal

investigation, said the complaint was lodged 39 days

after the alleged incident, shortly after he penalized

the employee for professional misconduct. He claims

the investigation ignored documentary evidence

contradicting the allegation and described the

dismissal as procedurally unlawful.

Sajidh warned the decision could set a precedent

encouraging retaliatory complaints against supervisors

and alleged leaks of confidential information during

the process. He was appointed FIU head in August

2025, shortly after an FIU report on suspected financial

irregularities linked to a senior figure in the ruling

People’s National Congress (PNC) surfaced publicly.

[The Sun]
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Maldives: Malé City Council meeting on

housing stalls again as quorum dispute

deepens

(lm) A scheduled Malé City Council meeting — the

capital’s elected municipal authority responsible for

urban planning, land use, housing oversight and major

city assets — was canceled after ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC) councilors failed to attend,

leaving the body without a quorum despite the party’s

supermajority.

The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

alleges the absences are deliberate and aimed at

blocking scrutiny of politically sensitive cases, including

the Malé Fish Market redevelopment. The fish market

is a strategic national asset at the center of the

fisheries economy, and council oversight is key to

reviewing procurement decisions, land leasing and

governance practices, some dating to the period when

President Mohamed Muizzu served as Malé mayor.

The canceled session was set to examine concerns that

the central government rolled out housing eligibility

criteria without consulting the city council, raising

institutional questions about municipal authority

versus central executive control.

Only eight of 19 councilors attended the meeting. The

standoff comes amid campaigning for local council

elections on April 4, with the ruling party arguing

aligned councils accelerate development, while the

opposition frames the vote as a test of accountability

and checks on executive power. [The Sun]

Maldives: Pension fund controversy

sharpens scrutiny of government

financing

(lm) A proposed government financing operation

involving the Maldives’ pension fund has triggered

senior resignations, intensified political criticism, and

brought renewed scrutiny to the country’s debt and

refinancing strategy.

On February 1, Maldives Pension Administration Office

board chair Ahmed Inaz resigned over a MVR 2.4 billion

(approximately USD 156 million) transaction approved

by the board in October 2025. The arrangement

involves selling government bonds in the secondary

market through the Maldives Monetary Authority.
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Critics argue the structure is economically equivalent

to money creation and poses risks to macroeconomic

stability.

Inaz said that extensive discussions had failed to yield

a sustainable solution and warned that financing the

transaction via the central bank would have a

significant adverse impact given the current economic

situation. His resignation followed earlier departures

by an MPAO board member and the chief financial

officer, both of whom had cited legal and economic

concerns, signaling institutional unease within the

pension authority. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Against this backdrop, opposition figures escalated

criticism. Former president Abdulla Yameen Abdul

Gayoom alleged that the administration was

attempting to launder money through the pension

system and argued that declining appetite for treasury

bills and uncertainty over refinancing had left the

government short of funds. Former vice president

Faisal Naseem said the resignations reflected the

government’s failure to heed financial experts’ advice,

warning of rising inflation, currency pressure, and

worsening conditions for businesses. [The Sun 3] [The

Sun 4]

Former president Mohamed Nasheed warned

separately that the Maldives is increasingly repaying

old liabilities with new borrowing, arguing the country

has entered a debt trap that cannot be resolved by the

government alone. He cited USD 1.1 billion in total

debt obligations due in 2026, including a USD 500

million payment due in April, and said current

borrowing is being used primarily to service existing

debts rather than address structural fiscal weaknesses.

Nasheed also pointed to weak investor confidence

reflected in continued sub-investment-grade sovereign

credit ratings and highlighted reports of potential

refinancing costs approaching 15 percent interest. [The

Sun 5]

Maldives: Audit flags failure to collect

major environmental fines

(lm) A compliance audit by the Maldives Audit Office

found that the state had not collected MVR 930.3

million (about USD 60.5 million) in environmental fines

as of September 2024, pointing to weak enforcement

and recovery procedures.

The audit, covering the Environment Ministry’s 2019–

2021 operations, found that fines for environmental

damage—most commonly imposed by the
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for reef

damage caused by vessel groundings—remain unpaid.

No details were given on individual cases or offenders.

[The Sun]

Maldives: Two inmate deaths reported in

one day

(lm) The Maldives Correctional Service reported two

inmate deaths on February 2, an unusual occurrence

within a single day.

One inmate died in the morning after being

hospitalized for a week with pneumonia. Later the

same day, a second inmate at Hulhumale’ Prison

suffered a sudden medical emergency, was transferred

to Hulhumale’ Hospital in the early afternoon, and was

pronounced dead shortly thereafter.

In both cases, authorities said police, relevant

oversight bodies—including the Human Rights

Commission of the Maldives and the National Integrity

Commission—were informed. [The Sun]

Maldives: State-owned Development Bank

cleared to start operations

(lm) The Development Bank of Maldives Limited (DBM)

has received final approval from the Maldives

Monetary Authority (MMA)—the country’s central bank

and banking regulator—to begin operations, allowing

the government-owned lender to start business more

than a year after its establishment. DBM is 100 percent

state-owned and was launched as a flagship initiative

of the current administration to expand long-term

financing for development and support economic

diversification. [The Sun]

Maldives: SEZ expansion into fuel and

mineral exploration triggers economic

and environmental debate

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has expanded the

scope of activities permitted under the Maldives’

Special Economic Zone (SEZ) framework to include fuel,

oil, and mineral exploration, marking a significant shift

in the country’s investment and resource strategy. The

change was enacted through a presidential resolution
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published in the Gazette, amending earlier rules that

allowed only gas exploration.

Under the updated framework, SEZ projects must

involve large-scale investments—at least USD 100

million for sustainable township developments and

USD 500 million for major projects—with eligible

sectors now explicitly including offshore resource

extraction alongside logistics, ports, renewable energy,

ICT, healthcare, education, and international financial

services. The government presents the move as part of

a broader effort to attract high-value foreign

investment and diversify the economy beyond tourism.

[The Sun 1]

The decision has prompted strong public criticism from

former Environment Minister Aminath Shauna, who

warned that oil and mineral exploration—particularly

deep-sea mining—poses existential risks to the

Maldives’ marine ecosystems, and by extension to

tourism and fisheries, the country’s two main

economic pillars. She argued that such activities could

irreversibly damage fishing grounds and coral systems,

contradict the Maldives’ climate and ocean

commitments in international forums, and undermine

long-term economic resilience. [The Sun 2]

The policy shift also coincides with active energy

diplomacy, underscoring the government’s economic

rationale. During an official visit to Oman, Finance

Minister Moosa Zameer held talks with his Omani

counterpart on strengthening oil trade and energy

cooperation. Oman is the Maldives’ largest trading

partner, primarily due to fuel imports, and discussions

focused on securing energy supply, expanding

maritime and fisheries-related cooperation, and

exploring joint energy projects aligned with Maldives’

development priorities. [The Sun 3]

Maldives: High Court admits first gang

designation case under new law

(lm) The High Court has accepted a motion by the

Prosecutor General’s Office to designate the Addu-

based Scoope Group as a gang under the Gang

Prevention Act, marking the first case formally

admitted to court since the law entered into force last

year. The motion, filed in mid-January, was accepted

after the court reviewed evidence submitted by the

Maldives Police Service, with prosecutors stating that

the group meets the statutory criteria and remains

actively involved in criminal activity.
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The Prosecutor General’s Office is asking the court to

formally declare the Scoope Group a gang and to

identify nine individuals as members. Prosecutors have

also requested that the Addu City Council instruct the

local sports authority to dissolve Scoope Kanmathi

Sports Club (SKP Sports Club), which is alleged to be

affiliated with the group, and to remove all related

signage and markings.

This is the second group submitted by police for gang

designation, but the first to be accepted by the High

Court; an earlier case was withdrawn due to

incomplete investigations. Under the Gang Prevention

Act, groups are given the opportunity to respond

before a final ruling is issued. [The Sun]

Nepal: Election campaigns lack clarity as

Gen Z protests continue to shape March 5

vote

(lm) As snap parliamentary elections scheduled for

March 5 draw closer, Nepal’s political parties remain

unable to articulate clear and differentiated campaign

agendas, despite the vote having been triggered by the

September 8–9, 2025, youth-led protest movement

commonly referred to as the “Gen Z” uprising, which

toppled the then-governing coalition.

The protests began as a nationwide mobilization

against corruption, weak governance, and persistent

failures in public service delivery. On September 8,

security forces opened fire on demonstrators outside

parliament in Kathmandu, killing 19 unarmed youths.

The following day, protests escalated, spread

nationwide, and turned violent, with widespread arson

and destruction. As injured protesters later died, the

overall death toll rose to 77. A government-appointed

committee estimated property damage from the

September 9 violence at NPR 39.31 billion

(approximately USD 287 million).

Public opinion remains deeply divided. One camp

views September 8 as emblematic of excessive state

force under the previous government, while another

focuses on September 9 as evidence of disorder and

lawlessness that must also be accounted for. Analysts

increasingly argue that this unresolved divide has

become a structural constraint on campaigning,

affecting both long-established parties and newer

political forces associated with protest sentiment. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

Within this context, KP Sharma Oli, former prime

minister and chair of the Communist Party of Nepal–
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Unified Marxist–Leninist (CPN–UML), has moderated

his public tone toward the Gen Z movement. During

and immediately after the protests, Oli had accused

demonstrators of arson and alleged external

interference. In recent weeks, however, he has

described Gen Z activists as potential “heroes” of

innovation and national development, while continuing

to draw a distinction between what he characterizes as

responsible youth and those involved in violence.

After returning to Kathmandu from his eastern

constituency, Oli publicly denied ordering security

forces to open fire and said he was prepared to

respond openly in any forum. He cited an ongoing

investigation led by a former justice into the killings

and expressed sorrow over the deaths. Party officials,

however, have emphasized that this rhetorical

adjustment does not reflect a substantive shift in the

CPN–UML’s position, which continues to insist that the

September 9 violence and destruction be fully

investigated alongside the September 8 killings.

Political analysts broadly assess Oli’s recalibration as

electorally tactical rather than an admission of

responsibility. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Internal strains over how to interpret the protests have

also surfaced within party ranks. On February 2,

former minister Jitendra Narayan Dev resigned from

the CPN–UML, accusing the party of misreading the

Gen Z protests as a “foreign conspiracy” instead of

acknowledging them as an outburst against

misgovernance and corruption. He said the party had

moved toward personality cults and arbitrary decision-

making rather than reform. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

More broadly, critics note that no major party has yet

released a manifesto, with the Election Commission

requiring formal publication before campaigning can

begin on February 19. Economists and analysts argue

that neither established parties nor newer entrants

have presented a credible or coherent roadmap for

addressing Nepal’s core economic and governance

challenges, despite the early election itself being a

direct consequence of public dissatisfaction. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

The electoral dynamic is further sharpened by Oli’s

contest in Jhapa-5 against Balendra Shah, widely

known as “Balen,” a prominent figure emerging from

the protest movement who resigned as Kathmandu

mayor to run. The race is widely viewed as emblematic

of a broader confrontation between entrenched

political leadership and protest-driven alternatives.

[The Kathmandu Post 2]
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Nepal: Supreme Court advances challenge

to government–Gen Z accord for full

hearing

(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court has sent a writ petition

challenging the government–Gen Z agreement to a full

hearing, moving the case toward a final verdict after all

parties submitted written responses. The petition

argues that the 10-point accord, signed in December

2025 between the interim government and

representatives of the youth-led protest movement

whose demonstrations led to the dissolution of

Parliament’s lower house in September, is

unconstitutional and exceeds the authority of an

interim government.

Petitioners contend that the agreement—recognizing

the Gen Z protests as a jana andolan (people’s

movement, a designation with constitutional and

historical implications in Nepal) and proposing wide-

ranging political, electoral, judicial, and institutional

reforms—creates long-term structural commitments

that cannot be undertaken outside parliamentary and

constitutional processes. They also challenge

provisions allowing the creation of new commissions

that could overlap with constitutionally mandated

bodies, including the Commission for the Investigation

of Abuse of Authority, Nepal’s main anti-corruption

institution, arguing that this encroaches on defined

constitutional mandates. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Against this backdrop, it is notable that Prime Minister

Sushila Karki, appointed to lead the interim

government after the protests, recently told the

National Assembly that leaders of the Gen Z

movement exerted direct pressure on her during

cabinet formation to appoint specific individuals as

ministers. She stated that this pressure led her to

induct figures drawn from outside traditional party

politics, some of whom later resigned to contest the

upcoming elections.

Karki named Mahabir Pun, a prominent rural

technology advocate; Kulman Ghising, the former head

of Nepal’s power utility credited with reducing chronic

electricity shortages; Jagdish Kharel, a senior public

health administrator; and Bablu Gupta, a business

figure who had previously resigned a ministerial post

to contest elections. Karki said some were reluctant to

join but were appointed under sustained pressure

from protest leaders, with the understanding that they

could later step down to run for office. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]
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Nepal: Government continues to ignore

human rights commission

recommendations

(ec) Nepal’s National Human Rights Commission says

successive governments—including the current interim

administration—have failed to implement its

recommendations, despite legal obligations to do so.

Since the commission’s establishment in 2000, only

13.29 percent of its recommendations have been fully

implemented, while over half remain unaddressed,

according to official data.

The commission reports no meaningful progress under

the current government, even after recommendations

were resent following their reported loss during unrest

in September, which resulted in the dissolution of

Parliament’s lower house. Officials say the pattern

reflects a persistent executive reluctance to act,

despite the NHRC Act requiring compliance and

empowering the commission to publicly name non-

complying agencies.

The recommendations span serious rights issues,

including conflict-era violations from the Maoist

insurgency, illegal detention, torture, prison

conditions, election-related abuses, enforced

disappearances, violence against women and children,

trafficking, and migrant worker rights, as well as

economic and social rights such as access to

healthcare and education. While the government has

acknowledged weak implementation and pledged

improvement—citing commitments made during the

United Nations Universal Periodic Review—the

commission says outcomes remain minimal,

compounded by limited resources and delays in

conflict-era cases. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Clean energy transition advances

in policy, but financing constraints slow

impact

(ec) Nepal has strong policy momentum behind clean

energy, but limited access to finance is slowing the

country’s transition away from fossil fuels, according to

officials, experts, and development partners speaking

at a national clean energy forum in Kathmandu.

Government representatives said electrification has

reached about 99 percent of households, with

remaining remote areas covered through solar, wind,

and bioenergy. Nepal has also introduced key

frameworks, including a draft energy efficiency action
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plan, a green hydrogen policy under final review, and

the Carbon Trading Regulation 2025, which establishes

the legal basis for carbon markets and emissions

trading. Hydropower capacity has expanded rapidly,

rising from about 500 megawatts to roughly 4,000

megawatts, with further growth expected.

Despite this progress, experts stressed a structural

imbalance in Nepal’s energy system. Electricity

accounts for only around 10 percent of total energy

consumption, while over 80 percent still comes from

traditional biomass and imported fossil fuels,

particularly in transport, cooking, and industry.

Declines in traditional energy use have largely been

offset by higher fossil fuel imports, limiting overall

decarbonization gains.

Officials and sector leaders argued that past reforms

have focused mainly on supply-side expansion, while

the next phase must prioritize demand-side

management, clean cooking, electric mobility, and

affordable credit. The Alternative Energy Promotion

Centre (AEPC) highlighted achievements such as

support for electric vehicle charging infrastructure,

solar- and electric-powered agricultural systems, and

emissions reductions—but warned that the financing

gap remains the main bottleneck.

International partners signaled continued support. The

European Union said it is backing Nepal’s green

transition through grants, guarantees, and risk-sharing

mechanisms under its Global Gateway initiative, with

more than EUR 60 million currently in the pipeline and

around EUR 3 billion leveraged historically. However,

speakers emphasized that commercial banks,

concessional lending, and blended finance must scale

up substantially to make clean energy economically

viable at speed. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Security classification and

deployment plan set for March 5 snap

elections

(lm) Nepal’s March 5 snap parliamentary election—

called after the September 2025 “Gen Z” mass protest

movement that forced early polls—has prompted a

nationwide security escalation. The Election

Commission of Nepal, together with security agencies,

has classified 10,967 polling stations into three risk

categories to prevent violence and disruption.

Of these, 2,845 stations are considered “normal,” 4,442

“sensitive,” and 3,680 “highly sensitive.” Classification is

based on political tensions, recent clashes, geography,
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and the presence of high-profile candidates. Polling

stations where senior national figures are contesting

are under heightened surveillance, following violent

scuffles during candidate nominations in January.

To secure the vote, Nepal will deploy around 150,000

temporary “election police”, a special force recruited

specifically for elections. These personnel will be

appointed on February 1, receive ten days of basic

training, and be deployed nationwide from February

10 under the command of the Nepal Police and the

Armed Police Force (a national paramilitary force

responsible for internal security and border control).

Their mandate ends on March 9.

Several constituencies have been flagged as high-risk

due to intense political competition and recent

confrontations, including Jhapa, Sarlahi, Chitwan,

Gorkha, and Rolpa. Additional risks stem from

geography: districts such as Banke face cross-border

vulnerabilities because of Nepal’s open land border

with India, while Rolpa and parts of Sudurpaschim

Province have a history of insurgency-era instability

and weak infrastructure. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Deadliest Balochistan attacks in

years trigger large-scale counteroffensive

(lm) Pakistani security forces are conducting an

extensive counteroffensive in Balochistan province

after a wave of coordinated separatist attacks over the

weekend killed 48 people, including 31 civilians and 17

security personnel, in one of the deadliest escalations

in the province in decades. The assaults targeted

schools, banks, hospitals, markets, and security

installations across multiple districts, briefly bringing

parts of the province to a standstill.

The attacks were claimed by the banned Baloch

Liberation Army (BLA), which said the operation—code-

named Herof (“Black Storm”)—struck nearly a dozen

locations, including Quetta, Gwadar, Mastung, Noshki,

Kalat, and Turbat. Officials said attackers disguised as

civilians opened fire in public spaces and, in some

cases, used civilians as human shields. [Al Jazeera]

In response, Pakistani forces launched sweeping

“sanitization” and pursuit operations. As of February 2,

authorities say 177 militants have been killed over

three days, including 22 overnight, marking the largest

reported counterterrorism toll in Balochistan in years.

Provincial officials said some of those killed were

foreign nationals, though this has not been

independently verified. [Arab News 1]
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The government has imposed tight security

restrictions, including bans on public gatherings, limits

on movement, and restrictions on face coverings.

Mobile networks were disrupted in parts of the

province as forces intensified patrols. Police have also

warned of possible further attempts to intimidate

voters and disrupt stability.

Islamabad has accused India and Afghanistan of

backing the militants—claims both governments deny.

New Delhi rejected the allegations as baseless, urging

Pakistan to address what it called long-standing local

grievances instead. [Reuters]

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest but poorest province,

has faced a decades-long separatist insurgency rooted

in demands for greater autonomy and control over

natural resources. The province is strategically critical

due to its mineral wealth, the Gwadar deep-sea port,

and its role in the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC). Militants have increasingly targeted not only

security forces but also civilians, infrastructure, and

Chinese-linked projects.

The latest escalation forms part of a broader

nationwide surge in militant violence. According to the

Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies,

Pakistan recorded 87 militant attacks in January, a 28

percent increase from the previous month. Civilian

fatalities rose particularly sharply, with 73 civilians

killed nationwide, representing a 143 percent month-

on-month increase. Balochistan and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa accounted for the majority of incidents,

underscoring the concentration of militant activity in

Pakistan’s western border regions. In total, 361 people

were killed in January, including militants and security

personnel, alongside more than 130 injured, as

security forces conducted intensified counterterrorism

operations across multiple provinces. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Prime minister meets Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa chief minister against

security, displacement, and fiscal strain

(lm/as) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif met

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief Minister Sohail Afridi in

Islamabad on February 2 in a rare high-level

engagement between the federal government and a

province governed by the opposition Pakistan Tehreek-

e-Insaf (PTI). The meeting took place against the

backdrop of rising militant violence in the northwest,

large-scale civilian displacement near the Afghan

border, and deepening federal–provincial disputes

over funding and governance.
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According to official statements, Sharif pressed for

closer coordination between Islamabad and the KP

administration on counterterrorism and law and order,

arguing that effective security operations require

stronger provincial institutions and sustained

cooperation. Afridi, in turn, raised concerns over

delayed federal transfers, including National Finance

Commission allocations—the constitutionally

mandated system through which federal tax revenues

are shared with provinces—and Net Hydel Profit

payments, which compensate KP for electricity

generated by hydropower projects located in the

province. He warned that funding shortfalls have

worsened KP’s fiscal stress and constrained its ability

to manage security and public services. Both sides

agreed to hold follow-up meetings on security and

development, framing the engagement as

administrative rather than political. [Arab News 1]

[DAWN]

The urgency of coordination is underscored by events

in the Tirah region of northwest KP, near the Afghan

border, where more than 70,000 people—mostly

women and children—have fled their homes in recent

days. Residents began leaving after mosque

loudspeaker announcements warned of possible

fighting linked to operations against the Pakistani

Taliban. Federal authorities deny that any large-scale

military operation is underway or planned, saying the

displacement reflects insecurity, winter conditions, and

food shortages rather than formal orders. Provincial

leaders argue that mixed official messaging triggered

panic-driven migration. [Arab News 2]

At the same time, active counterterrorism operations

continue elsewhere in KP. Security forces and police

killed three militants in Bannu district, an area that has

seen a sharp rise in attacks on police and local officials.

Islamabad says intelligence-based operations against

the TTP will continue, citing cross-border militant

movement and alleged sanctuaries in Afghanistan—

claims Kabul rejects. [Arab News 3]

These security pressures intersect with heightened

political tensions surrounding the detention of former

prime minister Imran Khan, whose PTI party governs

KP. PTI has accused authorities of withholding

information about Khan’s health following reports that

he received treatment for an eye condition, demanding

family access and independent medical oversight. The

government has rejected the allegations, saying the

procedure was routine, conducted with consent, and

followed by Khan’s prompt return to prison, where

officials say he receives daily medical checks under

existing rules. Authorities accuse PTI of politicizing
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standard detention procedures. [Arab News 4] [Arab

News 5]

Pakistan: Azad Kashmir president Sultan

Mahmood Chaudhry dies at 71

(lm) Barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry, President of

Pakistan-administered Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK),

has died in Islamabad at the age of 71 after a

prolonged illness.

Chaudhry, a veteran Kashmiri politician, served

multiple terms as AJK prime minister and opposition

leader before assuming the presidency in 2021. Over

several decades, he was a prominent international

advocate of the Kashmir cause, addressing foreign

governments, parliaments and international forums,

and leading protests in major global cities. He was also

notable for being the only AJK leader permitted to visit

Indian-administered Kashmir, where he addressed a

public gathering in Srinagar. [Arab News]

Pakistan: First nationwide anti-polio drive

of 2026 launched

(lm) Pakistan launched its first nationwide polio

vaccination campaign of 2026 on February 2, aiming to

immunize more than 45 million children over one

week. The campaign is supported by UNICEF and the

World Health Organization and remains a top

government priority as Pakistan, alongside

Afghanistan, is one of the last two countries where

polio remains endemic. Pakistan recorded 31 cases in

2025, down from 74 in 2024.

The rollout comes amid continued security risks. In

North Waziristan, unidentified gunmen attacked a

polio vaccination team, killing a police officer assigned

to guard the workers before fleeing the scene. Polio

teams and their security escorts have repeatedly been

targeted by militant attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

and Balochistan, complicating access to vulnerable

areas. [Arab News] [Daily Excelsior]

Pakistan: IMF presses faster reforms as

World Bank backs execution push under

USD 20 billion framework

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-fy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-fd/


(lm/as) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has

urged Pakistan to accelerate structural reforms under

its USD 7 billion Extended Fund Facility, saying faster

implementation is needed to lock in macroeconomic

stability, lift growth, and boost exports. While

acknowledging progress after a difficult stabilization

phase marked by high inflation, currency pressure, and

financing gaps, the IMF highlighted privatization of

state-owned enterprises, power-sector financial

reform, and tariff rationalization as priorities. It noted

that program implementation has been strong despite

shocks, including major floods, and said the recovery

remains on track after Pakistan recorded its first

current-account surplus in 14 years. [Arab News 1]

Domestic assessments broadly align with this view.

Pakistan’s finance ministry said forecasts by S&P

Global Market Intelligence are consistent with

projections from the State Bank of Pakistan, pointing

to easing inflation, manageable external balances, and

gradual growth recovery. S&P expects inflation around

5–6 percent over the next two years and real GDP

growth strengthening to 3.5 percent in FY26 and 4.4

percent in FY27, broadly within the central bank’s

range. [Arab News 2]

On fiscal management, the government said it repaid

PKR 3,650 billion (USD 13.06 billion) in domestic debt

ahead of maturity over the past 14 months,

contributing to a modest decline in total public debt

and a reduction in the debt-to-GDP ratio to about 70

percent. Officials framed the move as a signal of

tighter fiscal discipline under the IMF program. [Arab

News 3]

Separately, the finance ministry said ongoing tax and

regulatory reforms aim to create a fairer and more

predictable business climate, stressing tax-base

broadening, better compliance, and technology-driven

revenue systems to consolidate recent gains and

attract investment. [Arab News 4]

These assessments coincide with renewed

engagement by the World Bank. During talks in

Islamabad, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif pressed

World Bank Group President Ajay Banga to help fast-

track reform delivery and resolve implementation

bottlenecks. The discussions focused on translating

commitments into results under the World Bank’s 10-

year Country Partnership Framework, launched last

year, which is set to channel around USD 20 billion into

Pakistan from 2026 for priorities such as climate

resilience, clean energy, private-sector growth, fiscal

reform, digitalization, and job creation. World Bank

officials reaffirmed support but stressed that achieving

impact “at speed and scale” will require stronger
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execution, governance, and mobilization of private

capital alongside public and multilateral financing.

[Arab News 5]

Pakistan: Largest refiner considers

expanding U.S. crude imports amid

summer demand and trade calculus

(lm) Pakistan’s largest oil refiner is assessing whether

to raise crude oil imports from the United States to

USD 1 billion by the end of the current fiscal year in

June, citing peak summer fuel demand and supply

diversification. The review follows the completion of a

USD 430 million commercial deal for six million barrels

of U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude, a low-sulfur

grade used for cleaner fuel output. The refinery,

located in Balochistan—Pakistan’s western province

bordering Iran and Afghanistan—has a capacity of

about 156,000 barrels per day and imports crude via

an offshore single-point mooring system.

Analysts view the move as both a response to global

supply uncertainty and part of a broader effort to

narrow Pakistan’s roughly USD 3 billion trade surplus

with the United States, its largest export market,

following a bilateral arrangement that capped export

tariffs at 19 percent.

The company stresses that U.S. imports are intended

to complement, not replace, Gulf supplies. Pakistan

remains heavily dependent on Middle Eastern

producers, importing petroleum products worth about

USD 16 billion last year. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government revives plan for

underground gas storage to manage

supply volatility

(lm) Pakistan is revisiting plans to build underground

natural gas storage facilities as a hedge against

seasonal supply imbalances and global price shocks,

following the issuance of a new government tender for

a pre-feasibility study.

Industry officials say storage would address a

structural weakness in Pakistan’s gas system, which

currently lacks the ability to absorb surplus supply

during low-demand periods. The country imports

around USD 5 billion worth of liquefied natural gas and

petroleum gas annually, accounting for roughly 30

percent of total energy imports. In recent years, excess
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supply has forced Pakistan to cancel or defer cargoes,

including the cancellation of 21 LNG shipments in

November under a long-term contract with Eni, and

renegotiations with Qatar.

The chairman of Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC)—

the state utility responsible for gas transmission in

Sindh and Balochistan—said storage capacity of up to

one billion cubic feet could reduce the need to offload

LNG on the spot market during summer and improve

resilience during geopolitical disruptions. Analysts

estimate the project could cost up to USD 1 billion and

note that the absence of storage previously prevented

Pakistan from capitalizing on low global prices during

the COVID-19 period. [Arab News]

Seychelles: President Herminie sets

reform agenda in first state of the nation

address

(lm) President Patrick Herminie used his first State of

the Nation Address to outline an ambitious reform

agenda focused on criminal justice, cost-of-living

pressures, governance accountability, housing, and

economic resilience, highlighting what he described as

decisive action taken within the government’s first 100

days.

On governance and accountability, Herminie said a

judge will be sworn in to investigate the Travizory

contract—a border-management and traveler-

screening system procured by the previous

government that was later found to involve serious

procurement irregularities and alleged financial

misconduct—which he described as a major fraud and

which reportedly owes the state SCR 65 million (USD

4.5 million). He also confirmed plans to establish a

Commission of Inquiry into the December prison riot

that resulted in two inmate deaths, as well as a

separate inquiry into the CCCL explosion—a deadly

blast at a fuel and gas storage facility in 2023 that

caused civilian casualties and raised long-standing

concerns over safety oversight and state accountability

—framing both inquiries as matters of public trust and

state responsibility.

Addressing corruption, Herminie said comprehensive

reforms to the criminal justice system would be

announced soon, describing corruption as the

country’s most serious challenge. He also confirmed

the creation of a National Unity Committee to

implement recommendations of the Truth,

Reconciliation and National Unity Commission, with
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SCR 20 million (USD 1.4 million) allocated in the 2026

budget for victim compensation.

On the economy, Herminie announced the

establishment of a new Economic Council dominated

by private-sector representatives, aimed at

strengthening policy coordination and resilience. He

acknowledged cost-of-living pressures, stating that

Seychelles is currently Africa’s most expensive country,

and pledged that prices of essential goods would fall

during 2026.

Social and infrastructure measures included a

reduction in bus fares, with further reductions planned

through 2028. Housing commitments include funding

secured for more than 1,000 homes starting in 2026, a

target of 2,000 homes by 2030, delivery of at least 150

residential land plots in the first year, and land

reclamation projects creating more than 570,000

square meters for housing, infrastructure, and small

business development.

Herminie also highlighted upcoming negotiations to

lower telecommunications costs, including talks with

Starlink, the creation of a Youth Empowerment Council

in 2026, and funding secured for a new technical and

vocational education center to address skills gaps.

[Seychelles News Agency]

Sri Lanka: IMF mission flags reform

slippage while cyclone recovery tests

program discipline

(lm) Sri Lanka’s engagement with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) has entered a more exacting

phase following the conclusion of an IMF review

mission to Colombo in late January, even as

preparations begin for a high-level visit by the Fund’s

Managing Director next month.

During the January 22–28 mission, IMF officials raised

concerns over implementation failures within the

reform framework, notably questioning why the

Ceylon Electricity Board failed to submit electricity

tariff revision proposals to the Public Utilities

Commission of Sri Lanka within the required

timeframe. The delayed and technically deficient

submission meant that a planned tariff adjustment

could not be implemented, despite cost-reflective

electricity pricing being a core requirement under Sri

Lanka’s IMF-supported Extended Fund Facility (EFF) —

a multi-year program agreed in 2023. The CEB had

sought an average tariff increase of 11.57 percent from

January 2026 but missed regulatory deadlines, drawing
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IMF scrutiny over execution capacity rather than policy

direction. [Daily Mirror 1]

The mission also assessed Sri Lanka’s fiscal response

to Cyclone Ditwah, stressing that disaster-related

spending must comply with the Public Finance

Management Act and not undermine hard-won gains

in fiscal consolidation and debt sustainability under the

EFF. IMF officials signaled readiness to support

recovery financing, but only within the program’s

macroeconomic guardrails. [Daily Mirror 2]

Against this backdrop, the IMF Managing Director is

scheduled to visit Sri Lanka next month, underscoring

continued Fund engagement at a politically and fiscally

sensitive moment. The visit is expected to review

reform progress, reinforce program discipline, and

signal support following the cyclone, while implicitly

testing the government’s ability to translate

commitments into timely execution. [Daily Mirror 3]

At the same time, officials acknowledge tight fiscal

constraints. While Sri Lanka has provisionally

earmarked LKR 250 billion (USD 850 million) for

infrastructure restoration within a broader LKR 500

billion (USD 1.7 billion) recovery envelope, the

government remains pressed between urgent

reconstruction and EFF program requirements. Plans

for an international donor conference to mobilize

additional funds remain delayed, pending assessments

and coordination. [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5]

On the ground, implementation challenges are visible.

In some affected areas, compensation cheques issued

to Ditwah victims—part of a scheme providing up to

LKR 2 million per house (USD 6,800) in instalments—

were temporarily dishonored, prompting public

concern. Authorities say payments were paused due to

procedural non-compliance by beneficiaries and that

fresh cheques will be issued once documentation

requirements are met, maintaining that adequate

funds have been allocated. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Auditor General appointment

deadlock nears decision after months of

rejected nominations

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Constitutional Council, the independent

body mandated to approve senior state appointments,

was expected to take a final decision on the

appointment of a new Auditor General on February 3,

following months of repeated rejections and growing

institutional pressure.
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The Auditor General post has remained vacant since

April 2025, when Chulantha Wickramaratne, the

country’s 41st Auditor General, retired. The prolonged

vacancy—now exceeding ten months—has raised

concerns about audit oversight and financial

accountability during a period of fiscal consolidation

and economic recovery.

According to government sources, the President has

submitted five separate nominations to the

Constitutional Council on five different occasions. The

first four nominees were rejected by the Council,

contributing to a sustained institutional stalemate. The

Council met again at Parliament premises on January

31, but once more failed to reach consensus.

Reporting indicates that the latest nominee is an

officer from the Auditor General’s Department,

although the same individual’s name had previously

been rejected amid allegations, adding to internal

debate within the Council. Separately, sections of the

Buddhist clergy, civil society organizations, and

professional groups have publicly endorsed

Dharmapala Gammanpila, the most senior officer in

the department with over three decades of audit

experience, as a candidate for appointment as the

country’s 42nd Auditor General. [Sri Lanka Guardian]

[Sri Lanka Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Opposition denies plans to back

Namal Rajapaksa for 2029 presidential

race

(lm) Sri Lanka’s main opposition party, Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), has publicly rejected speculation that

Namal Rajapaksa, a Member of Parliament from the Sri

Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), could emerge as a

common opposition candidate in the 2029 presidential

election.

Speaking to reporters, a senior SJB figure said there is

no initiative to rally opposition forces behind Namal

Rajapaksa, despite recent public appearances where

politicians from different parties were seen together.

He stressed that no SJB lawmakers have aligned

themselves politically with the Rajapaksa family and

dismissed suggestions of behind-the-scenes

coordination. [Daily Mirror]

Namal Rajapaksa, the son of former president

Mahinda Rajapaksa, remains the most prominent

younger figure associated with the SLPP. However, the

party’s electoral position has weakened significantly

since the 2022 economic collapse and mass protests
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that forced the Rajapaksa family from power. In

subsequent national and local elections, the SLPP

suffered substantial losses, with large segments of its

former support base shifting to opposition parties or

disengaging from the political process. The party now

operates with reduced organizational capacity and

diminished credibility, particularly among urban and

younger voters.

Sri Lanka: Courts advance multiple

corruption-related proceedings involving

Rajapaksa family members

(lm) Sri Lankan courts have taken further steps in

separate criminal proceedings involving members of

the Rajapaksa family, which dominated Sri Lankan

politics between 2005 and 2022.

On February 2, the Colombo Fort Magistrate’s Court

ordered the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) to

arrest and produce Shamindra Rajapaksa, the

youngest son of former Speaker Chamal Rajapaksa, in

connection with an ongoing magisterial inquiry into

alleged financial fraud related to SriLankan Airlines’

2013 purchase of 14 Airbus aircraft. At the time of the

aircraft procurement, Mahinda Rajapaksa was

President, and members of the Rajapaksa family held

senior roles within government. [Daily Mirror 1]

In a separate matter, Namal Rajapaksa, a Member of

Parliament, former minister, and son of former

President Mahinda Rajapaksa, appeared before the

Colombo Magistrate’s Court amid ongoing

investigations into alleged financial crimes linked to

companies prosecutors say were associated with him.

Speaking to media outside court, Rajapaksa dismissed

attempts to summon him for questioning as politically

motivated, claiming they were intended to distract

from alleged government misconduct. He also

criticized the handling of compensation payments to

Cyclone Ditwah victims, citing reports of dishonored

cheques as evidence of fiscal mismanagement. [Daily

Mirror 2]

Related to these investigations, the Colombo Chief

Magistrate’s Court has formally reminded the Attorney

General to expedite legal advice in a long-running

money-laundering case involving NR Consultation Pvt

Ltd, a private company whose initials correspond to

Namal Rajapaksa’s name and which prosecutors allege

was beneficially linked to him. Court filings refer to

suspected laundering of LKR 15 million (approximately

USD 51,000) through NR Consultation and LKR 30
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million (approximately USD 102,000) through another

firm in 2012, during Mahinda Rajapaksa’s presidency,

with transactions allegedly structured to conceal the

origin of funds. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Legal proceedings advance in

case against former President over

overseas trip funding

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Criminal Investigation Department (CID)

is facing criticism from lawyers representing former

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, who allege that a CID

team sent to the United Kingdom failed to record

statements from officials of the University of

Wolverhampton while investigating the authenticity of

an invitation linked to his overseas visit. According to

the defense, statements were taken only from officials

of the Sri Lankan High Commission in London. The

legal team says it will submit evidence to court to

support this claim and has accused the investigation of

being politicized, an allegation authorities have not

publicly addressed. [Daily Mirror 1]

The case centers on allegations that LKR 16.6 million

(approximately USD 56,000) in public funds were

misused for a private foreign trip. Wickremesinghe is

charged under the Public Property Act, a law governing

misuse of state assets, and is currently out on bail. His

former presidential secretary, Saman Ekanayake, is

also named as a suspect. [Daily Mirror 2]

The matter was taken up before the Colombo Fort

Magistrate’s Court on January 28, where

Wickremesinghe appeared in person. The Attorney

General’s Department has informed court that

investigations into the former president are complete

and that indictments will be filed before a three-judge

High Court bench in March, once remaining inquiries

relating to the second suspect are concluded. [Daily

Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Bribery complaint against

speaker coincides with opposition talks

on no-confidence motion

(lm) A former senior parliamentary official has filed a

complaint with Sri Lanka’s anti-corruption authority

against the Speaker of Parliament, while opposition

parties are separately considering a no-confidence

motion concerning the Speaker’s conduct in presiding

over parliamentary proceedings.
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On February 2, Chaminda Kularatne, the former

Deputy Secretary General of Parliament, who was

recently suspended, lodged a complaint with the

Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or

Corruption against Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne.

According to statements made through his legal

counsel, Kularatne alleges that his suspension by the

Staff Advisory Committee of Parliament was based on

a personal dispute with the Speaker and linked to

alleged corrupt actions by the Speaker. The lawyer

stated that the complaint is directed at the Speaker in

his individual capacity and called for an impartial

inquiry by the Commission. No decision has yet been

announced on whether a formal investigation will be

opened. [Daily Mirror 1]

Separately, opposition parties have confirmed that

they are discussing the possibility of tabling a no-

confidence motion against the Speaker. According to

opposition sources, the proposed motion would allege

partiality in the conduct of parliamentary sittings and

claim that opposition Members of Parliament have

been restricted in exercising their parliamentary rights,

particularly in relation to debate management and

procedural rulings. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Doctors’ strike continues as

government invokes essential services

law

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Government Medical Officers’

Association (GMOA), the country’s main doctors’ union,

has confirmed that its ongoing strike action will

continue after the Health Ministry failed to respond to

a 48-hour ultimatum that expired on January 31. The

union says the lack of engagement on five long-

standing grievances has left doctors with no option but

to maintain—and potentially escalate—industrial

action. [Daily Mirror 1]

The strike, which began on January 26, includes a

directive for doctors not to issue prescriptions for

medicines unavailable at public hospital outpatient

departments and therefore only obtainable from

private pharmacies. While framed as a protest against

shortages rather than a full withdrawal of services, the

measure is already disrupting routine patient care and

increasing pressure on the public health system. [Daily

Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Separately, the GMOA has moved to coordinate action

across the health sector, holding talks with unions

representing doctors, dentists, nurses, paramedics and

allied staff. Participants agreed to act as a single
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collective, setting aside grade-based divisions. Shared

concerns include outdated cadre approvals, persistent

medicine and equipment shortages, quality issues in

medical supplies, workplace safety for hospital staff,

and proposed primary healthcare reforms. [Daily

Mirror 4]

Against this backdrop, the government has issued a

special Gazette declaring a wide range of services—

including hospital services, ambulance services, public

transport, fuel and electricity supply, water services,

telecommunications, and state banking—as “essential

services” under the Essential Public Services Act (1979).

Under Sri Lankan law, such a designation prohibits

strikes or work stoppages in the listed sectors and

allows the state to compel continued operations in the

interest of public order, health, and economic stability.

[Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission invites

applications for 2026 party recognition

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Election Commission (EC has opened

applications for official political party recognition for

2026; eligible parties may apply until February 28, with

submissions required to be signed by the party

secretary. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court orders notices

in case on 2022 protest compensation

payments

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has directed that

notices be served on former President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa and several former senior officials in a

Fundamental Rights petition challenging how the state

handled compensation for property damage arising

from the May 9, 2022, violence during the Aragalaya

protest movement, which culminated in the fall of the

Rajapaksa administration.

The petition argues that, following the May 9 unrest—

which unfolded amid the broader Aragalaya protests

and involved coordinated attacks, arson, and

retaliatory violence against politicians’ homes—public

funds were disbursed as compensation without a

transparent investigation into responsibility for the

damage. It contends that compensation should not be

paid without first identifying and prosecuting

perpetrators and ensuring equal treatment of

claimants.
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When the case was taken up, the court was informed

that several respondents, including the former

president, had not yet been formally served. The

bench therefore ordered notices to be issued and fixed

the matter for May 8.

According to parliamentary disclosures cited in the

petition, a February 2025 report indicated that LKR

1.22 billion (approximately USD 4.15 million) had been

paid to 43 individuals, including politicians, for losses

linked to the May 9 violence. The petitioner alleges that

political influence may have resulted in payouts

exceeding standard limits, raising concerns over

accountability, use of public funds, and post-crisis

governance standards. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Parliamentary probe launched

into release of 323 containers at Colombo

port

(lm) Sri Lanka’s parliament has set up a Parliamentary

Select Committee to investigate the release of 323

cargo containers from the Port of Colombo without

mandatory physical inspection, a move that triggered

political and public concern over customs compliance,

revenue protection, and security oversight.

The committee, chaired by the justice minister, will

meet weekly and aims to conclude its inquiry within

three months, after which it will submit findings and

recommendations to parliament. Several cabinet

members, deputy ministers, and members of

parliament are part of the panel. [Daily Mirror]

The controversy dates back to early 2025, when the

containers—some of which had been flagged under Sri

Lanka Customs’ risk management system—were

cleared without the standard physical inspection

normally required for higher-risk cargo. The releases

occurred amid severe congestion at the Port of

Colombo, with customs authorities citing operational

pressure and reliance on document-based checks.

Critics argue this bypassed established safeguards

designed to prevent smuggling, misdeclaration, and

revenue loss.

Sri Lanka: Government launches five-year

national plan to combat human

trafficking
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(lm) Sri Lanka has launched a National Strategic Action

Plan to Monitor and Combat Human Trafficking (2026–

2030), setting out a coordinated, multi-year framework

to prevent trafficking, strengthen law enforcement

responses, and expand protection and assistance for

victims. The plan is overseen by the National Anti-

Human Trafficking Task Force, the country’s central

coordination mechanism bringing together security

agencies, justice institutions, and line ministries, and is

chaired by the Ministry of Defence. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Human Rights Commission

summons police leadership over

interdiction case

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Human Rights Commission (HRCSL) has

summoned the Inspector General of Police (IGP) and

four senior police officials to appear before its

Ratnapura regional office on February 3. Those

summoned include the Senior Deputy Inspector

General for Ratnapura, the Senior Superintendent of

Police, the Assistant Superintendent of Police, and the

Officer-in-Charge of Embilipitiya Police Station.

The summons relate to a human rights petition filed by

a police constable currently under interdiction. The

petitioner alleges that the respondent officials violated

his constitutionally guaranteed fundamental rights. He

was interdicted following allegations that he assaulted

a Member of Parliament from Ratnapura district, an

incident that triggered internal disciplinary action.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Anglican church urges repeal of

terrorism law, warns new bill risks

entrenching abuses

(lm) The Church of Ceylon has publicly called on the

government to repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act

(PTA) and withdraw the proposed Protection of the

State from Terrorism Bill (PSTB), warning that the draft

legislation would perpetuate long-standing rights

abuses rather than reform Sri Lanka’s security

framework.

The Bishops argued that the PSTB closely mirrors

earlier, abandoned attempts to replace the PTA —

including the 2018 Counter Terrorism Act and the 2023

Anti-Terrorism Act — and amounts to a rebranding of

what they describe as a “draconian” legal regime. They

said the move contradicts election-period
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commitments by the National People’s Power

government and the President to abolish oppressive

laws and strengthen civil rights protections.

The PTA, in force for nearly five decades, has been

widely criticized domestically and internationally for

enabling arbitrary arrest, prolonged detention without

charge, admissibility of confessions allegedly obtained

under torture, and broad discretionary powers for

security agencies. According to the Church, these

provisions have disproportionately affected journalists,

human rights defenders, dissenting voices, and

minority communities, while undermining

constitutional guarantees.

The Bishops warned that the proposed PSTB risks

reproducing these patterns. They highlighted vague

definitions of terrorism, provisions allowing detention

without charge for up to one year, expansive stop-and-

search and warrantless entry powers, and significant

authority vested in the President, including the power

to proscribe organizations and impose curfews. In Sri

Lanka’s political context, they cautioned, such powers

are particularly vulnerable to misuse. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government signals tougher

media and social media regulation

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government has warned it will move

toward formal regulation of media and social media

platforms if voluntary self-regulation fails, citing recent

incidents involving the circulation of explicit school-

related content online.

Officials said the Online Safety Act is in its final stage

and will be enacted after public consultations,

stressing the need to protect privacy and personal

identity. The Education Ministry has launched an

investigation into the incident.

Separately, the government is considering restrictions

on social media access for minors, according to Deputy

Digital Economy Minister Eranga Weeraratne. He said

discussions are ongoing, with policy responsibility

resting with the mass media or education authorities,

and enforcement to follow only after a formal policy

decision. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Agreement signed to raise

plantation workers’ wages
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(lm) Sri Lanka has signed an agreement to increase

plantation workers’ wages, with the Ministry of

Plantations and Community Infrastructure and the Sri

Lanka Planters’ Association formalizing the deal on

January 30. Under the agreement, the basic daily wage

rises from LKR 1,350 to LKR 1,550 (approximately USD

4.59 to USD 5.27), alongside an attendance allowance

of LKR 200 (about USD 0.68) per day.

In addition, the 2026 Budget announced a further

planned increase of the daily wage to LKR 1,750

(approximately USD 5.95). To support these measures,

the budget has allocated LKR 5.0 billion (around USD

17.0 million) to cover higher wage costs for plantation

workers. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police operating with major

manpower shortfall

(lm) Sri Lanka Police are currently operating with a

shortfall of around 32,000 officers, Inspector General

of Police (IGP) Priyantha Weerasuriya said,

underscoring mounting capacity pressures on the

force. Speaking at an event at the Criminal Records

Division, the IGP said staffing constraints are set to

worsen due to retirements. About 2,500 officers are

expected to retire in 2026, followed by another 2,700

in 2027, a trend he said cannot be avoided.

To mitigate the gap, the government has approved the

recruitment of 10,000 new police personnel in 2026,

which would only partially offset the projected losses.

The IGP also acknowledged long-standing concerns

over police pay, saying current salaries do not

adequately reflect the demands and risks of police

work. He said a Cabinet sub-committee is reviewing

salary structures and that proposals have already been

submitted, with the stated aim of enabling officers to

serve without reliance on unofficial income or

inducements. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Eight senior police officers

reshuffled

(lm) Sri Lanka has transferred eight senior police

officers with immediate effect, subject to approval by

the National Police Commission (NPC), the

independent body overseeing police appointments.

The reshuffle includes two Deputy Inspectors General

of Police, five Senior Superintendents, and one
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Superintendent, involving key regional commands and

sensitive functional posts. Notably, leadership changes

affect the Galle Division, Colombo North, Monaragala,

and Kalutara, as well as the Recruitment and Training

Division and the Special Airport Police Division.

One transfer involves the former head of the Walana

Central Anti-Corruption Unit—a specialist police body

handling major corruption cases—who has been

reassigned to a regional command, drawing attention

given the unit’s role in high-profile investigations. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President grants limited

sentence reductions to mark

Independence Day

(lm) Sri Lanka will extend a special Presidential pardon

to 49 prisoners with effect from February 4, as part of

customary clemency measures marking the country’s

78th Independence Day. Under the terms announced

by prison authorities and the Presidential Secretariat,

eligible inmates will receive a reduction of one week

from their sentence for each year already served. In

addition, outstanding imprisonment imposed solely

due to non-payment of fines below LKR 75,000

(approximately USD 560) will be waived, removing a

financial barrier to release for a small number of

prisoners. [Daily Mirror]
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Cambodia: Supreme Court rejects bail

appeal of activists critical of government

development project

(dql) Cambodia’s Supreme Court has rejected a bail

appeal by three activists arrested in 2024 over social

media posts critical of the Cambodia–Laos–Vietnam

Development Triangle Area (CLV-DTA).

The court ruled that the appeal was filed outside the

legally prescribed deadlines, citing violations of

procedural rules under the Code of Criminal

Procedure. The defendants — Srun Srorn, San Sith and

Pheung Sophea — remain in detention, where they

have been held for nearly two years. [Khmer Times]

The Cambodia–Lao–Vietnam Development Triangle

Area (CLV-DTA) is a tri-national cooperation framework

launched in 1999 by Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam to

promote development and stability in their shared

border regions. In September 2024, Cambodia officially

withdrew from its participation in the CLV-DTA

cooperation mechanism after about 25 years, notifying

Laos and Vietnam of its decision to terminate

involvement in the framework.

Cambodia: Mass raid detains over 2,000 in

crackdown on scam networks

(dql) Cambodian authorities have detained more than

2,000 foreign nationals in a major raid on an online

fraud compound in Bavet, near the Vietnamese

border, marking the country’s largest operation to date

against scam networks.

The majority of those held—nearly 1,800 people—were

Chinese nationals, alongside suspects from Vietnam,

Myanmar and other Asian countries. The compound,

which operated under the cover of a casino, was

allegedly involved in telecoms and online fraud.

The raid forms part of a broader nationwide

crackdown launched by Phnom Penh in recent weeks,

partly in response to sustained pressure from Beijing. 

While authorities have not formally confirmed

extradition plans, Chinese suspects are widely

expected to be handed over to Beijing, following recent

precedents involving high-profile cybercrime figures.

[South China Morning Post]
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Meanwhile, Cambodian immigration officials have

deported 175 Vietnamese nationals after determining

they were engaged in online scam operations within

Cambodia. The action is part of Cambodia’s ongoing

efforts to dismantle cyber-fraud syndicates operating

in the country. [Khmer Times 1]

In an earlier move between January 23 and 26, around

800 foreign nationals were deported, including 73

South Koreans and 729 Myanmar nationals, many of

whom were found to be involved in online scam

activities or residing in the country without valid

documentation. [Khmer Times 2]

Indonesia: Financial market turmoil

forces regulator shake-up and rapid

reform push

(jn/lm) Indonesia’s financial markets were shaken in

recent days after MSCI—the world’s most influential

provider of stock-market benchmarks used by global

investment funds—warned that Indonesia could be

downgraded from “emerging market” to “frontier

market” status. Such a downgrade would automatically

force many international funds to reduce or exit

Indonesian holdings. [Reuters 1]

MSCI cited poor transparency in share ownership data,

opaque control structures, and concerns about trading

practices, and immediately froze any further changes

to Indonesian stock indexes until reforms are

implemented. The announcement triggered panic

selling: Indonesia’s main stock index fell up to 16.7

percent in two days, erasing roughly USD 80 billion in

market value and forcing temporary trading halts.

[Reuters 2] [ACGA]

The episode amplified broader investor concerns

about policy direction under President Prabowo

Subianto, particularly fears that fiscal discipline and

institutional independence—cornerstones of

Indonesia’s post–Asian Financial Crisis framework—are

weakening. Foreign investors have been steadily

reducing exposure: foreign ownership of government

bonds has fallen to just over 13 percent, down from

nearly 40 percent in 2019, while equities saw net

foreign outflows of about USD 832 million in 2025 and

a further USD 783 million in January alone. This

retrenchment has come despite strong global inflows

into other emerging markets as U.S. interest rates

ease.

The selloff also exposed structural problems in

Indonesia’s equity market, including the practice
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known locally as goreng-goreng saham (“stock frying”),

where trading between related parties artificially

inflates share prices. Investors and index providers

have long argued that low free-float levels and weak

disclosure enable such behavior, undermining market

integrity. [Reuters 3]

The shock prompted high-level resignations at the core

of Indonesia’s market oversight system. Senior

leadership at both the Indonesia Stock Exchange (IDX)

and the Otoritas Jasa Keuangan (OJK)—the unified

financial regulator overseeing banks, capital markets,

and insurers—stepped down, accepting responsibility

for the loss of investor confidence. [Antara News]

[Reuters 4]

In response, the government launched a rapid reform

push aimed at addressing MSCI’s objections and

stabilizing capital flows. Coordinating Economic

Minister Airlangga Hartarto said authorities will raise

the minimum public shareholding requirement for

listed companies from 7.5 percent to 15 percent,

tighten disclosure of beneficial and controlling

ownership, and improve the reliability of trading and

ownership data. Regulators have also pledged regular

public updates on reform progress and closer technical

engagement with MSCI ahead of the index provider’s

formal review in May. [Reuters 3]

Despite Indonesia’s large foreign-exchange reserves—

about USD 156.5 billion—and continued trade

surpluses, markets remain volatile. The rupiah has

hovered near record lows, reflecting lingering doubts

about fiscal discipline, central bank independence, and

policy credibility. Analysts broadly agree that restoring

confidence will depend not only on announced

reforms, but on credible execution, durable

institutional leadership, and clear signals that

Indonesia’s post-crisis economic orthodoxy remains

intact. [Reuters 5]

Indonesia: Majority of police reform panel

favors keeping force under presidential

command

(ms) A majority of members of Indonesia’s police

reform commission favor maintaining the Indonesian

National Police (Polri) under the direct authority of the

president, signaling resistance within the panel to

proposals that would place the force under a civilian

ministry.

Commission member Yusril Ihza Mahendra—

Indonesia’s coordinating minister for legal, human
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rights, immigration, and correctional affairs—said on

January 29 that most members support retaining the

current structure, in which the national police chief

reports directly to President Prabowo Subianto,

consistent with existing police law. While alternative

oversight models are being discussed, he said the final

decision rests with the president.

The debate intensified after the reform commission,

established by Prabowo in November following

nationwide protests over police conduct, confirmed in

late January that it was examining options to place

Polri under ministerial supervision. One proposal

discussed within reform circles would establish a

National Security Ministry to oversee police policy and

administration, modeled on the relationship between

the armed forces and the defense ministry [see AiR No.

4, January/2026, 4].

The proposal has been linked to Jimly Asshiddiqie, a

former chief justice of the Constitutional Court who

chairs the reform commission, and has reportedly

drawn support from several commission members,

including Mohammad Mahfud Md., a former

coordinating minister and senior legal figure.

Discussions have been contentious. Ito Sumardi, chair

of a police professional association and adviser to the

national police chief, said meetings between the

commission and police-affiliated groups exposed sharp

divisions over civilian oversight and institutional

control. The commission itself includes senior security

figures, among them National Police Chief Listyo Sigit

Prabowo and several former police chiefs, highlighting

internal sensitivities around reform.

Opposition from within the police leadership has been

explicit. Listyo Sigit Prabowo warned lawmakers that

he would rather resign than see the force placed under

ministerial control, arguing that such a move would

create overlapping authority between a minister and

the police chief. He has defended the post-1998

framework—introduced after the police were

separated from the military—as having strengthened

the force’s civilian character.

The reform debate coincides with recent Constitutional

Court rulings that rejected a proposal to elevate the

police chief to ministerial rank and reaffirmed that

active-duty officers may not hold civilian government

posts unless explicitly permitted by law. While the

rulings were widely seen as limiting the political reach

of the police, the government has signaled it may seek

regulatory interpretations to define which civilian roles

could still be filled by serving officers, a move criticized
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by rights groups. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post

2]

Indonesia: Senior institutional

appointments draw scrutiny

(ms) In the final week of January, Indonesia’s

government and parliament advanced a series of

senior appointments affecting the country’s

constitutional court, central bank, and cabinet-level

policy architecture, concentrating attention on

institutional balance early in President Prabowo

Subianto’s term.

On January 27, the House of Representatives approved

Adies Kadir, a sitting deputy speaker of parliament, as

its nominee to the Constitutional Court of Indonesia,

replacing retiring justice Arief Hidayat effective

February 3. The decision followed a rapid fit-and-

proper test conducted one day earlier and reversed an

earlier parliamentary endorsement of Inosentius

Samsul in August 2025. The compressed timeline and

change in nominee prompted public commentary from

civil society organizations and constitutional law

scholars regarding procedural consistency with the

court’s governing law. [The Jakarta Post] [Kompas]

The same day, parliament also confirmed Thomas

Djiwandono as Deputy Governor of Bank Indonesia for

the 2026–2031 term, following the resignation of Juda

Agung. Djiwandono, formerly Deputy Finance Minister,

is a nephew of President Prabowo. His appointment

coincided with a brief depreciation of the rupiah, which

later stabilized after Bank Indonesia held interest rates

steady. Djiwandono stated publicly that he had

resigned from the Gerindra Party in December and

committed to maintaining the central bank’s statutory

independence. [Jakarta Globe] [Voice of Indonesia]

[Reuters]

In response to speculation that these moves signaled a

wider political reconfiguration, State Secretary

Prasetyo Hadi said the government was not planning a

broader cabinet reshuffle, noting only that the Deputy

Finance Minister position remains vacant following

Djiwandono’s transition. Several cabinet members,

including Coordinating Minister Pratikno, publicly

denied plans to step down. [ANTARA]

Indonesia: Largest Islamic organization

reinstates chairman as leadership dispute
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eases ahead of centennial

(ms) Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), Indonesia’s largest Islamic

organization, has reinstated Yahya Cholil Staquf

(known as Gus Yahya) as executive chairman, marking

a further de-escalation of an internal leadership

dispute ahead of its centennial celebrations.

NU said a plenary meeting of its executive board in

Jakarta on January 29 agreed to restore Yahya to the

post, reversing a leadership reshuffle carried out

between November and December of last year that

had removed him amid internal tensions. The meeting

was chaired by NU’s supreme religious authority,

Miftachul Akhyar, and included representatives from

the organization’s religious, advisory, and executive

bodies. Senior figures concluded that the earlier

reshuffle had deepened divisions and should be

revoked to preserve institutional unity and stability.

Yahya’s reinstatement followed a formal apology to

senior clerics over procedural shortcomings linked to

an internal event in August 2024 and concerns over

financial accountability, which NU leaders said were

now considered resolved. The episode underscored

structural frictions within NU’s dual governance

system, which separates religious authority from

executive management, and raised concerns that

prolonged infighting could weaken the organization’s

public standing. [The Jakarta Post]

The easing of tensions came days before NU’s

centennial anniversary events in Jakarta. On January

31, Yahya said Akhyar was unable to attend the main

celebration due to health reasons, despite having

planned to do so. In his absence, the opening address

was delivered by Nasaruddin Umar, who serves as

NU’s Rais Syuriyah and is also Indonesia’s minister of

religious affairs. Yahya also noted that several senior

NU figures holding government posts, including

Saifullah Yusuf, were absent due to official duties.

[Kompas.com]

Indonesia: Trial opens for companies

accused of environmental damage linked

to Sumatra floods

(ms) A civil lawsuit against two companies accused of

contributing to environmental damage linked to last

year’s devastating floods in Sumatra formally opened

on January 29 marking a key step in the government’s

effort to hold corporations accountable for ecological

degradation.
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During a hearing, the Environment Ministry submitted

its case against palm oil producer PT Tri Bahtera

Srikandi (TBS) and pulp and paper company PT Toba

Pulp Lestari (TPL). Presiding Judge Jarot Widiyatmono

ruled that the lawsuit met procedural requirements

and ordered the case to proceed to mediation on

February 3.

The ministry alleges that activities by the two

companies worsened flooding and landslides in

Central Tapanuli regency during extreme weather

linked to Tropical Cyclone Senyar in late November

2025. Government lawyers are seeking compensation

and environmental restoration, arguing that forest

clearing and poor land management near key

watersheds amplified the disaster’s impact.

PT TBS said it would comply with the legal process but

denied responsibility, arguing that it was being unfairly

singled out and that the flooding had multiple causes.

PT TPL did not attend the first hearing but said it

respects the proceedings and is reviewing the lawsuit

materials.

The floods and landslides affected more than 3.1

million people across Aceh, North Sumatra and West

Sumatra, killing more than 1,200 and displacing over

113,000, according to the National Disaster

Management Agency.

Environmental groups, including the Indonesian Forum

for the Environment (Walhi), have linked the severity of

the disaster to large-scale deforestation and weak

enforcement of environmental regulations. Walhi

estimates that 1.4 million hectares of forest were

cleared across the affected provinces between 2016

and 2025, largely for plantations, mining and other

commercial uses.

Earlier this month, the Environment Ministry filed

related lawsuits against several companies, seeking

more than USD 280 million in compensation for

ecological losses.[Asia News Network] [The Jakarta

Post]

Indonesia: Prosecutors seize documents

from former environment minister in

palm oil corruption probe

(lm) Indonesian state prosecutors have seized

documents and electronic evidence from the home of

former Environment and Forestry Minister Siti Nurbaya

Bakar and several other locations as part of a
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corruption investigation into the governance of palm

oil plantations and the downstream palm oil industry.

The searches were conducted over two days by

investigators from the Attorney General’s Office,

specifically its Special Crimes Unit. According to the

Director of Investigation, the seized materials are

considered relevant to alleged irregularities in policy

decisions and regulatory actions taken during Siti

Nurbaya’s tenure.

Prosecutors said the investigation covers the period

from 2015 to 2024, spanning most of her time in office

under former President Joko Widodo. Authorities have

not disclosed details of her alleged role, named any

suspects, or specified potential charges. Siti Nurbaya

has not publicly commented on the searches. [Jakarta

Globe]

Indonesia: Government-led roadmap on

nuclear energy adoption starts

(jn) Indonesia has initiated the development of a

national roadmap for the use of nuclear energy,

marking a formal step in the government’s efforts to

diversify the country’s energy mix.

The roadmap initiative was announced by national

energy authorities, who highlighted that it will outline

potential pathways for adopting nuclear technology

while considering regulatory, safety, and infrastructure

requirements. Officials indicated that the document is

intended to serve as a foundation for future regulatory

frameworks and investment planning in the energy

sector.

According to the report, the planning process will

involve consultations with key stakeholders, technical

experts, and relevant government agencies to assess

feasibility, build institutional capacity, and identify

necessary legal and policy adjustments. The roadmap

is expected to clarify timelines, site considerations, and

alignment with Indonesia’s broader goals for energy

security and sustainability.

The move comes amid discussions about meeting

growing electricity demand and reducing reliance on

fossil fuels, as well as aligning Indonesia’s energy

strategy with long-term climate objectives. While

nuclear energy has not yet been deployed at scale in

the country, the initiation of a formal roadmap signals

increased attention to its potential role in future power

generation. [Tempo]
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Indonesia: President Prabowo

inaugurates National Energy Council for

2026–2030

(lm) President Prabowo Subianto on January 28

inaugurated Indonesia’s National Energy Council (DEN)

for the 2026–2030 term. The council is chaired by the

president and tasked with steering long-term national

energy policy, including energy security and self-

sufficiency. The 15-member body comprises seven

cabinet ministers and eight non-government

stakeholder representatives drawn from academia,

industry, technology, consumer groups, and

environmental fields, all of whom underwent

parliamentary fit-and-proper reviews in late 2025.

[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Government launches short-

term social assistance package to support

first-quarter growth

(lm) Indonesia will roll out a social assistance program

worth IDR 12 trillion (USD 716 million) to distribute rice

and cooking oil to low-income households over a two-

month period, according to Chief Economic Affairs

Minister Airlangga Hartarto. The measure is intended

to support consumption and bolster economic growth

in the first quarter of 2026, which the government

views as critical for overall annual performance.

In parallel, the government will allocate an additional

IDR 200 billion (USD 12 million) for travel discounts

during the Eid al-Fitr holiday period, covering air, rail,

and sea transport. Officials framed both measures as

targeted, time-limited interventions aimed at

sustaining domestic demand amid broader economic

and market volatility. [Reuters]

Indonesia: First Rafale jets arrive as air

force modernization accelerates

(ms) Indonesia has taken delivery of its first French-

made Rafale fighter jets, with three aircraft arriving at

Roesmin Nurjadin Air Force Base in Pekanbaru on

January 23. The aircraft have been formally accepted

and are cleared for operational use by the Indonesian

Air Force.
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The jets will be operated by the Air Force’s 12th

Squadron (“Black Panther”), which currently flies BAE

Systems Hawk 109/209 light fighters. The delivery

represents the first tranche of a 2022 procurement

agreement for 42 Rafales, valued at approximately

USD 8.1 billion, aimed at replacing Indonesia’s aging

fighter fleet. The contract was concluded when

President Prabowo was serving as defense minister

and has remained central to his modernization agenda

since taking office in October 2024.

Further deliveries are expected later in 2026, alongside

continued investments in infrastructure, training, and

maintenance to support full operational integration of

the platform. [The Diplomat] [The Jakarta Post]

Laos: Upper-middle-income status

targeted for 2035

(dql) The government has reaffirmed its long-term

ambition to elevate the country into the upper-middle-

income bracket by 2035, targeting a per capita income

of around USD 4,600–5,000. To achieve this, officials

plan to maintain average economic expansion of 6–7

percent annually over the next decade and restructure

the economy around seven priority sectors to boost

productivity and broaden the economic base.

Strengthening public finances is central to the strategy,

with measures to expand the tax base, improve

revenue collection, tighten budgetary control, and

modernize tax administration. Recent economic data

showed modest recovery and improved

macroeconomic stability, providing a foundation for

the reforms. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Northern transmission line project

launched to strengthen national power

grid

(dql) Laos has broken ground on a 230-kilovolt

transmission line connecting substations in Luang

Prabang and Xieng Khouang provinces, marking a key

step in upgrading the country’s power infrastructure.

The project forms part of Laos’ 2024–2030 energy

development plan and is intended to improve grid

stability and enable the transfer of electricity from

northern generation sources to central demand

centers, including Vientiane Capital.
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Financed by a loan from the China Development Bank

and built with Chinese technical support, the line is

scheduled to be completed by 2027. [The Laotian

Times]

Malaysia: Cabinet backs 10-year limit on

prime minister’s tenure  

(ea) Malaysia’s Cabinet has agreed to limit the prime

minister’s tenure to a maximum of 10 years, marking a

significant step in the government’s institutional

reform agenda. The decision was taken during the

Cabinet meeting on January 30, according to Law and

Institutional Reform Minister Azalina Othman Said,

who said the move aims to strengthen accountability,

prevent excessive concentration of power, and

reinforce democratic checks and balances in line with

international democratic practices. [The Straits Times]

The agreement follows Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s

announcement earlier this month that the federal

government would push for a new law introducing a

two-term or 10-year limit on the prime minister’s

tenure (see AiR, No.1, January/2026, 1). Following the

Cabinet’s approval, the government is expected to

proceed with the necessary amendments to the

Federal Constitution, with the amendment process set

to begin in February at the Dewan Rakyat, Malaysia’s

lower house of Parliament. [Malay Mail]

Public opinion appears to broadly support the reform.

A government survey found that nearly 90 percent of

respondents favored introducing a cap on the prime

minister’s tenure. While 62 percent preferred a two-

term limit, 21 percent supported a maximum tenure of

10 years. The remaining 17 percent preferred either no

formal limit or alternative arrangements. The survey

also found majority support for counting both

consecutive and non-consecutive terms in office

towards the maximum tenure limit. [Malay Mail]

Under current law, Malaysia’s prime minister has no

fixed term of office and serves as long as they

command the confidence of a majority in Parliament,

typically within the five-year parliamentary term, with

no limit on the number of terms they may serve.

Malaysia: Tensions over opposition

coalition leadership dispute runs high
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(dql) A senior leader from the Malaysian Islamic Party

(Parti Islam Se-Malaysia; PAS) PAS has called for an end

to the public dispute with its ally, the Malaysian United

Indigenous Party (Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia;

Bersatu) over leadership arrangements within the

Perikatan Nasional (PN) coalition, the opposition

coalition of which the two parties are members.

PAS assistant secretary-general Mohd Syahir Che

Sulaiman urged both parties to stop airing internal

disagreements and instead convene an urgent meeting

of the coalition’s top leadership to resolve the issue.

His remarks follow a prolonged exchange triggered by

Bersatu president and former prime minister

Muhyiddin Yassin’s resignation as PN chairman, which

exposed conflicting positions between Bersatu and

PAS on whether the chairmanship should continue.

PAS leaders have rejected Bersatu’s assertion that the

post should be abolished, underscoring unresolved

tensions within the alliance. [The Star]

In an earlier statement, PAS spiritual leader Hashim

Jasin warned his party may contest the next general

election (GE16) on its own if the leadership stalemate

within PN remains unresolved. He stated that

prolonged disagreement over appointing a new PN

chair could force PAS to abandon the coalition

framework. [Free Malaysia Today]

Further complicating the situation, Bersatu information

chief Tun Faisal Ismail Aziz has rejected internal calls

for Muhyiddin to resign as party president, instead

urging the deputy president Hamzah Zainudin to step

down over poor performance and disciplinary lapses.

He blamed the deputy for Bersatu’s failure in the

Sabah state election and for allowing repeated

breaches of party rules by supporters, which led to

suspensions and expulsions of several prominent

lawmakers.

The dispute is linked to broader tensions within the PN

coalition, following disagreements over claims that

Bersatu and its Islamist ally had agreed to abolish the

PN chairmanship—an assertion denied by the ally. The

Bersatu leadership insists discussions on coalition

restructuring remain preliminary and that the party

president acted within his authority. [Free Malaysia

Today]

Malaysia: Former Perlis state lawmakers

seek to rejoin Islamic party
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(ea) Three former Perlis state assemblymen who were

expelled from the Malaysian Islamic Party (Islamist

Parti Islam Se-Malaysia; PAS) in December last year

have submitted fresh applications to rejoin the party.

PAS’ Ulama Council, the party’s religious advisory body,

confirmed that it had accepted new membership

applications from Saad Seman (Chuping), Fakhrul

Anwar Ismail (Bingtong), and Mohd Ridzuan Hashim

(Guar Sanji) but clarified that the matter would be

referred to the party’s central leadership rather than

treated as a reinstatement.

The clarification followed a now-deleted social media

post by PAS spiritual leader Hashim Jasin suggesting

that the applications had been approved, which the

council later said was not the case. [Malay Mail]

The three lawmakers were stripped of their PAS

membership on December 24 amid political turmoil in

Perlis, Malaysia’s smallest state, that led to the

resignation of the then Perlis chief minister Mohd

Shukri Ramli (see AiR, No. 52, December/2025, 5).

PAS president Abdul Hadi Awang previously stated that

the expulsions were carried out under provisions of

the party constitution amended in 2025, which allow

disciplinary action against members deemed to have

acted against party interests. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government to draft food

security law

(tl) Malaysia is drafting a National Food Security Act to

provide a firm legal framework for protecting the

country’s food sovereignty, Deputy Prime Minister

Fadillah Yusof announced at the launch of the National

Food Security Policy 2030 (DKMN 2030).

Fadillah highlighted growing global risks, including

climate change, pests and diseases, geopolitical

tensions and rising production costs, threaten food

supply chains and drive food inflation. 

DKMN 2030 will guide the transformation of the agri-

food sector by strengthening food availability, safety,

quality and environmental sustainability. The policy

also prioritizes modernizing agriculture, improving the

wellbeing of farmers and fishers, reducing import

dependence, and promoting smart agriculture through

digital tools, drones, the Internet of Things (IoT) and

artificial intelligence (AI) to boost productivity and

attract younger participants.
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Built on six core pillars of food security, the policy

adopts a whole-of-government and society approach,

positioning agriculture as a competitive growth sector

while advancing sustainability and poverty reduction.

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Norway’s wealth fund increases

Malaysian bond holdings

(ea) Norway’s sovereign wealth fund, the Government

Pension Fund Global (GPFG), significantly increased its

exposure to Malaysian government bonds in the

second half of 2025. Holdings rose nearly 2.5 times to

USD 1.44 billion (MYR 5.67 billion), lifting the fund’s

total fixed-income investments in Malaysia to USD 1.47

billion (MYR 5.79 billion) by year-end.

The move forms part of a broader shift toward fixed-

income assets alongside a more selective approach to

Malaysian equities. Additionally, the ringgit

appreciated by more than 10 percent against the US

dollar in 2025 and Malaysia’s economy outperformed

expectations. Steady interest rates maintained by Bank

Negara Malaysia, the central bank of Malaysia, further

supported demand for Malaysian assets, even as

central banks elsewhere in the region and globally

began lowering rates.

GPFG, the world’s single-largest investor, manages

nearly USD 2.1 trillion in assets and holds stakes in

roughly 7,200 listed companies worldwide—equivalent

to nearly 1.5 percent of global equities. The fund is

managed by Norges Bank, the Norwegian central bank,

investing Norway’s surplus petroleum revenues on

behalf of the nation’s future generations. [Free

Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Kuala Lumpur ranked second in

Asean for average monthly salaries 

(ea) Kuala Lumpur, the capital of Malaysia, has been

ranked as the second-highest city in Southeast Asia for

average monthly salaries, trailing only Singapore. The

comparison draws on aggregated salary data drawn

from Malaysia’s Department of Statistics and labor

market figures released by other Asean member

states, focusing on major cities rather than national

averages. With an estimated average pay of around

USD 1,321 per month, the Malaysian capital ranks

ahead of major urban centers in Thailand, Indonesia,

and the Philippines, while several other Malaysian
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regions, including Putrajaya, also place within the

upper tier of the regional ranking.

However, economists warn that average wage figures

do not necessarily reflect everyday economic realities.

Rising costs of housing, transport, and food in urban

areas mean that headline salary rankings may mask

significant income disparities and ongoing cost-of-

living pressures, a tension reflected in mixed public

responses to the ranking.

As a result, analysts argue the data should be viewed

as a broad benchmark rather than a definitive

indicator of prosperity, pointing to the need for policies

that align wage growth with living costs so that

economic gains are felt beyond statistical rankings.

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government confirms U.S. trade

agreement will not limit country’s nuclear

policy direction 

(tl) Malaysia’s Ministry of Energy Transition and Water

Transformation (PETRA) has clarified that the Malaysia-

United States Agreement on Reciprocal Trade (ART)

does not alter the country’s nuclear energy policy or

compromise its decision-making sovereignty.

Responding to a parliamentary question, PETRA said

the ART does not require Malaysia to depend solely on

US nuclear technology. The ministry stressed that

Malaysia remains free to source nuclear reactors, fuel,

or materials from any country offering more

competitive technical, commercial, and safety terms.

PETRA also emphasized that Malaysia’s nuclear policy

continues to prioritize national interests, security

considerations, and international obligations, while

preserving autonomy over partner selection. It said

nuclear cooperation can still be pursued with countries

such as China, Russia, France, and South Korea,

including in areas like research, training, capacity

building, and nuclear safety. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: KALIA solar farm and energy

system to advance energy transition goals

(tl) Malaysia has launched a large-scale Photovoltaic

Solar Farm and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)

at KLIA Aeropolis to supply clean energy exclusively to

Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA). Deputy
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Prime Minister and Energy Transition Minister Fadillah

Yusof said the project supports Malaysia’s long-term

target of achieving 70 percent renewable energy use

by 2050 while ensuring stable and secure power for

critical infrastructure.

Once fully operational, the project is expected to

generate about 46 gigawatts of green electricity

annually and cut carbon emissions by an estimated

35,000 tons per year. It will also strengthen KLIA’s

position in international sustainability benchmarks,

including Airport Carbon Accreditation (ACA).

The initiative aligns with Malaysia Airports Holdings

Bhd (MAGB)’s goal of reaching a 20 percent renewable

energy mix by 2030 and net-zero emissions by 2050.

The project integrates energy storage to address solar

intermittency, improve grid flexibility, and manage

peak demand more efficiently. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Corruption watchdog body

probes major massage parlor chain over

bribery and tax evasion

(tl) Malaysia’s Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC),

together with its Special Operation Divisions and the

Inland Revenue Board (IBR), is investigating a

nationwide massage parlor chain suspected of

corruption, tax evasion, and money laundering. The

business, which operates 32 outlets and has been

active since 2023, is believed to have used a dual

accounting system to conceal cash transactions,

causing an estimated MYR 7.56 million (USD 1.92

million) in annual tax losses.

Investigators also uncovered alleged bribes paid to

enforcement officers and local authorities to enable

operations and provide protection.

As part of the probe, authorities have frozen 121 bank

accounts holding about MYR 11.5 million (USD 1.92

million) and seized assets believed to be linked to illicit

proceeds, including luxury vehicles and multiple

residential, commercial, and industrial properties

across the Klang Valley and Johor.

Five company directors and senior executives were

arrested and remanded, while 12 witness statements

have been recorded so far. The investigation is being

conducted under the MACC Act 2009, alongside other

offenses related to money laundering, with operations

still ongoing. [Malay Mail]
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In a separate case, the MACC has detained the

director-general and deputy director-general of the

Department of Environment, along with several others,

over alleged corruption and abuse of power linked to

electronic waste (e-waste) regulation.

Authorities suspect senior officials failed to properly

enforce environmental rules and may have been

involved in misconduct connected to waste processing

companies. As part of the investigation, MACC froze

about RM1 million (approximately USD 210,000) in

personal and corporate bank accounts and seized

additional cash. [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Senior military officer charged

over welfare fund misuse

(dql) A senior Malaysian military officer, Major-General

Mohamed Fauzi Kamis, has been charged with criminal

breach of trust over the alleged misuse of MYR 5

million (USD 1.27 million) from the Armed Forces

Welfare Fund.

Fauzi, who heads the Joint Forces Headquarters staff,

is accused of authorizing an unauthorized investment

in 2023 while chairing the fund’s investment

committee. He has pleaded not guilty, was granted

bail, and faces severe penalties if convicted.

His case is the latest in a rapid series of prosecutions

involving top defence officials, following recent charges

against a former armed forces chief, a former army

chief and his spouse, and a former defence intelligence

head. The cases involve alleged bribery, money

laundering, and improper investments linked to the

same welfare fund and defence-related contracts.

[Channel News Asia]

Malaysia: First littoral combat ship begins

sea trials amid ongoing delivery delays

(dql) Malaysia’s inaugural Littoral Combat Ship (LCS),

KD Maharaja Lela, left port under its own power on

January 28 for the first time, marking the beginning of

at-sea testing after completing pier-side checks. The

brief outing off Pangkor Island was designed to

evaluate core systems such as propulsion, power

generation, and environmental controls ahead of full

sea trials planned for early April.

Defense officials confirmed the program has

encountered delays: the delivery of Maharaja Lela is
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now expected in December 2026, four months later

than previously foreseen, and the second ship, Raja

Muda Nala, has also slipped to August 2027.

These setbacks stem from late equipment deliveries

and design rework by suppliers. The government has

adjusted labor schedules and oversight to mitigate

further slippage. As of late December 2025, the lead

ship was reported to be roughly 83 percent complete

with its revised build plan. [Naval News]

Malaysia: Authorities detain two tankers

over suspected illegal crude oil transfers

(dql) Malaysian authorities have detained two oil

tankers and 53 crew members over suspected illegal

ship-to-ship transfers of crude oil worth MYR 512

million (USD 109 million) in waters northwest of

Penang.

The vessels were intercepted while conducting

unauthorized transfers offshore and have been

impounded pending investigation under maritime and

customs laws. The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement

Agency said the operation reflects stepped-up patrols

and stricter enforcement against illicit maritime

activities. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Military-aligned party wins

overwhelming majority in final phase of

general election

(su/dql) The military-backed Union Solidarity and

Development Party (USDP) secured a decisive victory in

third phase of the controversial general election,

winning 50 out of 54 contested Pyithu Hluttaw (Lower

House) seats, according to results released by the

Union Election Commission (UEC) on January 28.

The voting in this phase was held on January 25 across

61 townships. The Shan and Ethnic Democratic Party

(White Tiger Party) won two seats in Kyethi and

Hsipaw, while the Pa-O National Organization (PNO)

and the Inn National League Party each secured one

seat in Pinlaung and Nyaungshwe townships

respectively.

In seven townships no rival candidates contested the

seats, leading the UEC to declare the sole nominees

elected earlier on January 2. Of these uncontested

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-yku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-yul/


constituencies, the White Tiger Party won in Mongnai,

while the USDP captured the remaining six.

With phase three completed, a total of 263 Pyithu

Hluttaw seats have now been filled, of which the USDP

holds 231. The election was conducted in three phases

with earlier voting December 28 in 102 townships and

on January 11 in 100 townships. Polling could not be

held in the remaining 67 townships. The new

parliament is expected to choose a president in March,

with a new government taking office in April.

The UEC reported that 57 political parties registered

overall, but only six of these were able to contest

nationwide seats in the national parliament. The

remaining 51 parties competed only at the state or

regional level. Thousands of candidates — roughly

4,800 — stood for election across national and local

legislatures. [Eleven Myanmar] [The Irrawaddy]

Observers widely reject the poll as credible, citing the

dissolution of major opposition parties, low voter

turnout around 55 percent, exclusion of large areas

due to ongoing civil war, and widespread repression.

ASEAN, the U.N., and Western governments have

criticized the process as engineered to cement military

dominance. According to the UN, the military carried

out more than 400 air strikes around the period of the

elections, killing at least 170 civilians.  The junta insists

that the election was legitimate and necessary for

stability. [Reuters] [Mizzima]

Analysts argue that the military-run general election

and the resulting parliamentary outcome will have no

meaningful impact on the conflict course. The war,

now in its sixth year since the 2021 coup, remains

driven by battlefield dynamics rather than formal

political processes.

Armed groups, including the People’s Defense Forces

and major ethnic armed organizations such as the

Arakan Army, reject the election outright and show no

sign of moderating their campaigns. They continue to

expand their territorial control, while the Tatmadaw

relies increasingly on air power, artillery, and punitive

strikes to compensate for manpower shortages and

declining ground control. [Asia Times]

Myanmar: Rights groups accuse junta of

escalating crimes against humanity ahead

of election

(su) International human rights organizations,

including Amnesty International, Fortify Rights, and
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Human Rights Watch, have reported that Myanmar’s

military significantly intensified attacks on civilians and

civilian infrastructure in 2025 in the lead-up to the

country’s three-phase general election held between

December 28 and January 25 (see above).

The groups said the surge in violence, including

arbitrary detention, unlawful airstrikes, and forced

conscription, amounted to widespread crimes against

humanity and was aimed at crushing political

opposition and entrenching military rule through what

they described as a stage-managed electoral process.

According to the report, the junta sharply increased its

use of air and drone strikes, including attacks on

schools, hospitals, religious buildings, and camps for

internally displaced persons. The organizations cited

more than 135 paramotor attacks since December

2024, including an October strike on a Buddhist festival

in Sagaing Region that killed at least 24 people. They

also noted continued use of cluster munitions and

anti-personnel landmines, as well as forced

recruitment, including of minors, following the

introduction of conscription in February 2024. [Fortify

Rights]

The groups further documented systematic abuses in

detention, reporting that more than 2,200 people have

died in custody since the 2021 coup, with cases

involving torture, sexual violence, and denial of

medical treatment. They highlighted the continued

imprisonment of more than 30,000 political detainees,

including National League for Democracy leaders, and

said more than 400 people had been prosecuted

under the junta’s Election Protection Law for criticizing

the polls. Military operations have displaced at least

3.6 million people, while over 15 million face acute

food insecurity, particularly in Rakhine State.

The reports also criticized the junta for blocking

humanitarian access to opposition-held areas

following the March 25 earthquake, despite declaring a

ceasefire, and for conducting more than 550 attacks in

the two months after the disaster.

The organizations urged stronger international action,

noting that accountability efforts at the International

Court of Justice and International Criminal Court

remain limited, while China and Russia have continued

to shield the military from stronger measures at the

UN Security Council. [The Irrawaddy] [ABC News]

Myanmar: Junta extends martial law

across 63 townships
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(dql) Myanmar’s military leader Min Aung Hlaing has

extended the state of emergency and martial law in 63

townships across 10 states and regions for another 90

days, consolidating military rule after the completion

of the junta-organised general election.

The order transfers full executive and judicial powers

in these areas to the armed forces, sidelining civilian

administration. The affected townships largely coincide

with active conflict zones or areas where resistance

forces have made territorial gains.

This is the second extension since mid-2025, despite

the junta’s claim that the election marks a transition

toward a new governing framework. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Intense fighting in Bago Region

displaces more than 10,000 along Yangon–

Mandalay corridor

(su) More than 10,000 people have been displaced by

heavy fighting around Penwegon town on the old

Yangon–Mandalay Road in eastern Bago Region,

according to local residents. Since early January,

villagers from at least 20 surrounding communities

have fled junta raids and daily artillery shelling

following a coordinated offensive by resistance forces

timed to coincide with the junta-organized general

election.

The clashes are part of a broader campaign targeting

key transport routes in Bago. On January 7, People’s

Defense Forces (PDF) attacked military bases in

Nattalin, Zigon, and Minhla townships in western Bago,

reportedly killing around 40 soldiers. Two days later,

resistance groups launched simultaneous assaults on

14 junta positions in Kyauktaga and Oktwin townships

along the old Yangon–Mandalay Road, briefly seizing

the town of Taw Kywe Inn and capturing weapons and

ammunition after killing an estimated 50 troops.

By January 12, fighting had concentrated around

Penwegon, a strategic junction linking Asian Highway 1

with routes to Kyaukkyi, where some 200 junta soldiers

were reportedly attempting to retake a resistance-held

village about six kilometers from the town. The Karen

National Liberation Army (KNLA) is said to be

supporting the resistance operations.

The escalation coincided with the final phase of the

general election (see above) in eight Bago townships.

Local media reported that government staff and some

villagers were compelled to cast advance ballots amid

fears of further clashes, highlighting the overlap
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between military operations and the election process.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta escalates air-led

counteroffensives on multiple fronts amid

resistance gains

(su/dql) The military has intensified operations along

the west bank of the Sittaung River in Phyu Township,

Bago Region, following a resistance campaign dubbed

the “Sittaung River Valley Victory Operation.” According

to resistance sources, joint junta forces from the

Southern Command, Light Infantry Division 77, and

Military Operations Command 6 began a large-scale

offensive on January 11, setting fire to homes in

villages including Ywa Thit, Kyein Kha Kone, and Mau

Bin, and forcing residents from at least 12 villages to

flee.

The campaign has reportedly displaced tens of

thousands of civilians from villages such as Nat Laung,

Kanyin Chaung, Nga To Khin, Thayet Oak, Thaphan Pin,

In Kone, Hle Done, and Za Lote, with families seeking

shelter in open fields and wooded areas amid near-

daily shelling and air attacks. While no civilian deaths

were reported in the arson incidents, numerous

houses were destroyed.

Resistance sources said the military has employed a

combination of low-altitude aerial platforms, including

gyrocopters and paramotors, alongside Mi-35 attack

helicopters and jet fighters operating from Taungoo

airbase. Ground forces, including Light Infantry

Battalion 439 and Infantry Battalion 307, have

reportedly used 122-mm howitzers, 120-mm mortars,

and kamikaze drones to strike areas around Nat Than

Kwin and Kanyutkwin.

The escalation follows resistance gains earlier in

January, when joint resistance forces reportedly shifted

frontlines across 26 townships in Bago Region and

killed more than 50 junta soldiers, prompting the

military to launch counteroffensives aimed at

reasserting control over the Sittaung River valley.

[Mizzima 1]

In addition, the military has stepped up air and artillery

attacks near the Thai–Myanmar border, with jet

fighters dropping heavy bombs during clashes with

Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)–led forces in

the Myawaddy area in late January. The fighting,

concentrated between Phalu and Min Let Pan villages,

was strong enough to be felt across the border in
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Thailand’s Mae Sot, where residents reported intense

vibrations and sustained artillery noise.

The junta has been conducting an offensive in the area

since November 2025, with analysts saying the push

aims to regain control of strategic border territory,

including sites linked to online scam operations. The

escalation has displaced civilians from multiple nearby

villages. [Mizzima 2]

The military has also sharply escalated air operations

over Falam Township in Chin State, carrying out 11

airstrikes in under an hour on January 27 in support of

ground forces that have been stalled by Chin

resistance fighters for months.

The strikes followed clashes between junta columns

advancing from Sagaing Region and Chin forces west

of Falam. Despite repeated bombing and supply drops,

junta troops have reportedly failed to break through

resistance lines and remain unable to advance beyond

villages more than 10 miles from the town.

The military is now deploying additional

reinforcements after suffering losses, arrests, and

defections. [Mizzima 3]

Myanmar: Resistance forces overrun

police station in Minbu

(dql) Resistance forces from the Minbu District People’s

Defense Force (PDF) say they overran and destroyed a

police station in Mong Taung village, central Magway

Region, in a brief operation in mid-January. The assault

reportedly caused the police garrison to withdraw,

allowing resistance fighters to seize weapons and

equipment.

In the days that followed, police units returned to the

area and carried out extensive checks and questioning

of residents in nearby villages. The PDF said the attack

was intended to stop alleged abuses by police at the

station, including extortion, arbitrary arrests and

forced recruitment. [MIzzima]

Myanmar: Iranian-linked fuel shipments

enables sharp rise in junta airstrikes in

2025

(su) An investigation by Amnesty International has

found that Iran has been covertly supplying aviation

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-jly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-jlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-jlt/


fuel to Myanmar’s military through sanction-evasion

networks, enabling a sharp escalation in air operations

against resistance forces and civilian targets. According

to data compiled by the civilian National Unity

Government, the number of junta airstrikes rose from

about 2,500 in 2024 to roughly 5,600 in 2025, with

reported fatalities increasing from around 1,700 to

more than 2,200. [Amnesty International]

The investigations state that the fuel was transported

by so-called “ghost ships” that switched off their

automatic identification systems (AIS) to avoid tracking,

a method previously used by Iran, Russia, and North

Korea. Two Guinea-registered, US-sanctioned vessels,

Reef and Noble, were identified as carrying jet fuel

from Iran’s Bandar Abbas port to the Myan Oil terminal

near Yangon between October 2024 and December

2025, delivering a combined total of about 175,000

tons across nine shipments. Satellite imagery, shipping

documents, and data from commodity-tracking firm

Kpler and US intelligence company SynMax Intelligence

indicated that the vessels broadcast false locations

while loading in Iran and unloading in Myanmar.

Amnesty International also reported that Chinese-

flagged vessels, including Huitong 78 and Yong Sheng

56 (later renamed LS Mercury), delivered additional jet

fuel shipments to Myanmar in 2024 after loading in

offshore anchorage areas in the United Arab Emirates,

similarly disabling tracking systems during offloading.

According to Myanmar Port Authority data cited in the

report, at least 109,604 tons of aviation fuel were

imported into Myanmar in 2025, a 69 percent increase

from 2024 and the highest annual volume since the

2021 coup, despite international sanctions.

Human rights groups said the increased fuel supply

directly enabled the junta’s expanded aerial campaign,

which in 2025 included strikes on civilian infrastructure

such as schools, hospitals, religious buildings and

displacement camps. The National Unity Government

reported 5,608 airstrikes on civilian targets in 2025,

killing 2,181 people and injuring 4,310, compared with

2,471 airstrikes and 1,731 deaths in 2024.

The findings demonstrate continued sanction

circumvention and called for stronger international

action to disrupt the military’s fuel supply chains. [The

Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Supreme Court finds

impeachment of Vice President Duterte

unconstitutional
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(ab) The Supreme Court of Philippines ruled the

articles of impeachment against Vice President Sara

Duterte as unconstitutional, citing that the House of

Representatives did not obtain proper jurisdiction to

proceed impeachment decisions. The latest Court’s

decision upholds the previous ruling in July 2025,

where the Court also found the articles of

impeachment to be unconstitutional.

During the press briefing, the Supreme Court

spokesperson Camille Ting clarified that the Court

relied on the constitutional provision of Article XI

Section 3 paragraph 5, a one-year bar rule that

protects any impeachable officials from facing more

than one impeachment charge within a year.

In February 2025, Duterte was impeached by the

House of Representatives after a historic vote of 215

lawmakers favored her impeachment. As part of the

impeachment proceedings, the House then

transmitted the article of impeachment of Vice

President Duterte to the Senate, which serves a legal

body that will hold trial on the case and finalize the

impeachment. However, Duterte’s defense team filed a

petition to the Supreme Court to detail that such

impeachment was unconstitutional.

As a result, the Supreme Court, in July 2025, found the

impeachment article unconstitutional, holding that the

fourth impeachment complaint was invalid because

the three prior complaints, despite having been

archived, had already triggered the constitutional one-

year limit for impeachment complaints. This decision

also forfeited the incoming Senate trial.

The core argument of the case is on the grounds of the

interpretation of the initiation of the impeachment

proceedings against Vice President Sara Duterte. As

the Court applied direct interpretation of the term

“session days,” the Court claimed that the lawmakers

violated the 1987 Charter when the first complaint was

not immediately endorsed to the justice committee

within the required 10 session days period. In this

case, the article of impeachment was not transmitted

to the Senate right when the House impeached Vice

President Duterte because the upper chamber decided

to adjourn its session before tacking the document.

The Supreme Court also pointed out that the initiation

must occur within the term of Congress for the

impeachment process to be valid.

Moreover, the Court also elaborated on what

constitutes an initiation of the process. Citing that

because three complaints filed against Vice President

Duterte was initiated when it went to Committee of



Justice, the fourth complaint was illegitimate and

violated the one-year rule.

Under the 1987 Constitution, the House of

Representatives holds the exclusive power to initiate

impeachment proceedings. Such proceedings may

begin in one of three ways: through a complaint filed

by any Member of the House, through a complaint

filed by any citizen endorsed by a House member, or

through a signature of at least one-third of all

Members of the House of Representatives. While

impeachment complaint filed under the first two

modes referred to the House justice committee, a

complaint voted by at least one-third of all Members of

the House is transmitted directly to the Senate for trial.

[Inquirer.net]

The House further submitted a motion for

reconsideration to the Supreme Court, seeking more

attempts to impeach Vice President Duterte even after

the July 2025 ruling. All 13 justices that participated in

the ruling voted against the motion, affirming its prior

decision. The ruling denied the motion for

reconsideration with finality, essentially barring the

House of Representatives from pursuing any further

appeals. 

This decision prompts the Senate to revisit the

impeachment process and how the Supreme Court’s

roles could curtail the impeachment power of

Congress. Senate President Vicente Sotto III had called

the Court’s decision a “judicial overreach” and

announced his willingness to discuss with House

leaders about possible amendments or revisions to the

current impeachment procedure without impeding the

due process.

With the one-year bar on impeachment complaint

against Vice President Duterte set to expire on

February 6, 2026, the House of Representatives is

preparing to receive and act on any new filings. As of

February 3, 2026, two new impeachment complaints

were submitted to the House of Representative, the

first two impeachment filings since the latest Supreme

Court’s ruling. Both complaints accuse Vice President

Duterte of all five impeachment offenses, echoing

allegations previously raised in earlier filings.

Complainants relying on the grounds of her alleged

misuse of confidential funds during her tenure as

mayor of Davao City and as Secretary of Education.

The filing against Vice President Duterte coincide with

the first day the House committee on Justice holds an

impeachment hearing against President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr. He is facing separate impeachment

allegations over corruption in subsided public
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infrastructure scandal, alongside with several other

allegations over personal drug addiction and betraying

public trust for surrendering former President Rodrigo

Duterte to the International Criminal Court in March

2025. [ABS CBN] [GMA News] [Inquirer.net] [PhilStar1]

[PhilStar2] [Rappler]

In the latest development, legislators convened two

deliberating the two impeachment complaints. A

House justice committee has already ruled the

complaints “sufficient in form” and is now assessing

whether the allegations have enough substance to

proceed.

If at least one-third of the lower house backs the move,

the complaints could go to the Senate for trial — a rare

step in Philippine politics, as only a few officials have

ever been impeached and only one has been

convicted. [Reuters]

Philippines: House panel clears Marcos

impeachment bids on procedural grounds

(ab) Lawmakers in the House of Representatives of the

Philippines have allowed two impeachment complaints

against President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to proceed past

the first procedural hurdle, after the chamber’s justice

committee voted that both filings were “sufficient in

form” on February 2.

Justice committee chair Gerville Luistro said the vote

meant the complaints met basic filing requirements,

and that the committee would next take up the more

consequential question of whether the accusations are

“sufficient in substance” before any possible

endorsement to the plenary.

The first complaint, filed by lawyer Andre de Jesus,

advanced with a 46-1-1 vote, while a second complaint

backed by the Makabayan bloc cleared with a 35-9-1

tally, according to local reports. The proceedings

consolidate multiple allegations aired over recent

weeks, ranging from claimed abuse of budget

discretion to corruption-linked assertions tied to public

works projects, as well as criticism of the

administration’s handling of the arrest and turnover of

former president Rodrigo Duterte to the International

Criminal Court.

Committee deliberations on substance will determine

whether the complaints present impeachable grounds

under constitutional standards and whether the panel

has jurisdiction to proceed. Under Philippine rules, an

early dismissal that is not overturned can trigger a one-
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year bar on further complaints, raising the stakes for

how lawmakers frame and vote on the next stage.

[Bloomberg] [Inquirer] [PhilStar]

In the latest development, the Justice committee

decision on February 3 to vote on procedural annexes

related to the impeachment complaints has ignited

debate among lawmakers, reflecting ongoing

contention over how the proceedings are being

handled.

The controversy centers on the legal and technical

aspects of advancing the complaints through the

committee process as legislators prepare to examine

whether the cases are sufficient in substance to

proceed toward possible impeachment hearings. [ABS

CBN]

Philippines: Three officials sacked over

alleged kickbacks

(ms) Three officials of the Department of Public Works

and Highways (DPWH) in Pampanga have been

relieved from their posts over allegations that they

demanded commissions of up to eight percent from

government-funded projects.

Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon announced the

relief on January 31, during his inspection of a

damaged flood control structure in Barangay

Candating, Arayat, Pampanga. The officials were

assigned to the Pampanga Second District Engineering

Office.

The officials were identified as Ranilo Magtoto, chief of

maintenance, and Arnold Domingo and Jefferson

Guinto, both engineers from the district’s construction

section.

“They are relieved and suspended effective

immediately,” Dizon told reporters. “We will conduct a

full-blown investigation to determine whether the

report I received—that they were asking for a

percentage from project funds—is true.”

Dizon said the information came from a report he

received earlier but declined to identify the source. He

stressed that if the allegations are substantiated,

criminal complaints would be filed against the officials.

“If proven, they will face cases similar to other DPWH

personnel who are now charged with graft and

malversation,” he said, referring to earlier cases
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brought before the Sandiganbayan involving former

district engineers.

The secretary reiterated his “one-strike policy” against

corruption, noting that DPWH officials and employees

would be immediately removed from their posts upon

receipt of credible reports of wrongdoing.

The announcement came amid heightened scrutiny of

flood control projects following the collapse of several

structures in Central Luzon. Dizon said the department

is also reviewing project designs, construction

standards, and supervision procedures to prevent

similar incidents in the future.

Authorities continue to assess flood-prone areas and

are studying mitigation measures, including structural

reinforcements and possible relocation of

communities living near vulnerable river systems.

[GMA News] [Inquirer] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Government department

orders removal of officials’ names, images

from state-funded projects

(ms) The Department of the Interior and Local

Government (DILG) has ordered all local government

units and its field offices nationwide to immediately

remove the names, photographs, and likenesses of

public officials from government-funded projects,

reinforcing its anti-epal policy.

In a memorandum circular issued on January 31, the

DILG directed provincial, city, municipal, and barangay

officials to ensure that no public official’s name, image,

logo, initials, color scheme, slogan, or other identifying

symbol appears on project signages, markers,

tarpaulins, or similar materials paid for with public

funds.

“All concerned officials and employees are directed to

cause the immediate removal and correction of non-

compliant materials,” Interior Secretary Jonvic Remulla

said. He added that heads of offices would be held

accountable for ensuring full and prompt compliance

and for cascading the directive to all units under their

supervision.

The order applies not only to infrastructure projects

but also to government programs, activities, and

properties. Remulla stressed that public funds must

not be used for personal promotion, emphasizing that

government initiatives should reflect public service

rather than political credit-grabbing.
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The memorandum cites the Code of Conduct and

Ethical Standards for Public Officials and Employees, as

well as Commission on Audit rules that classify

personalized displays on public projects as

unnecessary expenses. It also references provisions in

the 2026 General Appropriations Act explicitly

prohibiting the attachment of officials’ names and

images to state-funded projects. [Philippines

Information Agency] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Sister of President Marcos to

lose Senate foreign relations post amid

majority realignment

(ms) Senator Imee Marcos is set to be replaced as chair

of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations after

Senate leaders reaffirmed the tradition of reserving

the post for members of the majority bloc, Senate

President Vicente Sotto III said on January 30.

Marcos, who has chaired the committee since the

previous Congress, was allowed to retain the position

temporarily despite not joining the majority, amid

expectations that she might eventually align with the

bloc. Sotto said the leadership decided to proceed with

the change after determining that several key treaties

and international agreements remained pending and

required closer coordination with the majority.

The senator is the sister of President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr., a relationship that has drawn attention

amid occasional divergences between her positions

and those of the administration, particularly on foreign

policy and relations with China. In 2019, Marcos drew

controversy after stating that the Philippines “started”

tensions with Beijing by pursuing arbitration over the

West Philippine Sea.

As committee chair, Marcos had summoned senior

administration officials following the arrest and

surrender of former president Rodrigo Duterte to the

International Criminal Court, a move that further

strained ties with the Senate majority.

Sotto denied that Marcos’ removal was politically

retaliatory, including claims that it stemmed from her

refusal to sign a Senate resolution condemning recent

statements by the Chinese Embassy targeting

Philippine officials. Several senators who declined to

sign the resolution are viewed as aligned with Duterte.

Senate leaders have not formally named her

replacement, though Senator Erwin Tulfo has

expressed interest in assuming the post. Marcos was
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reportedly offered the chairmanship of the Committee

on Constitutional Amendments but declined the

position. [Inquirer] [PhilStar]

Philippines: 4.4 percent GDP growth,

slowest in 14 years

(ab) The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) reported

the annual growth of the Philippine economy to rest at

4.4 percent, which is below the government economic

targets to grow around 5.5-6.5 percent in 2025. While

the Philippines exceed the ASEAN’s average GDP

growth of 3.8 percent, this is the lowest full-year

growth rate since the peak of pandemic. It is the third

consecutive year that the Philippine government failed

to reach its economic expansion targets.

Measured by the country’s Gross Domestic Production

(GDP), the PSA further reported that the Philippine

economy grew by just three percent in the fourth

quarter of 2025. If excluding the COVID-19 pandemic

years, the three percent growth marks the slowest

quarterly growth since 2011. The report also noted

that household consumption slowed to merely 3.8

percent in the fourth quarter of this year, falling

behind earlier years’ growth rate of 4.1 and 4.7

percent. 

Gross Capital Formation (GCF), which demonstrates

investment growth rate, also declined by 10.9 percent

in the fourth quarter of 2025 and by 2.1 percent for the

entire year. Analysts have described that weak

economic performance in the Philippines was partly

driven by the ongoing flood control project corruption

schemes by high-ranking government officials, which

have ultimately froze government spending, slowed

public consumption, and undermined investor

confidence.

Despite the report, Finance Secretary Frederick Go has

assured the public that the reported economic growth

is “not a disaster” since the fundamental elements for

macroeconomic growth remain intact. Go cited that

the Philippines’ economic growth rate of 4.4 percent is

well above the global average growth rate of 2.9

percent, expressing confidence that the country will

return to a stronger growth trajectory in 2026.

Furthermore, Go also emphasized that exports have

continued to rise, with exports sales expanding by 23

percent in December, an increase from 15 percent

growth during the same period of the previous year.

Based on these figures, Go remains confident that the

government will be able to achieve its target of raising
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GDP growth to six percent in 2026. [Inquirer.net]

[PhilStar]

Singapore: Pritam Singh reseated in

parliament after removal as Leader of the

Opposition

(lm) Former Leader of the Opposition Pritam Singh has

been moved to a new seat in Singapore’s parliament

following his removal from the opposition leadership

role. A seating plan published on February 3 shows

Singh shifted two seats along the front bench, no

longer sitting directly opposite Lawrence Wong, a

position traditionally reserved for the Leader of the

Opposition. His former seat is now occupied by Deputy

Speaker Christopher de Souza, with Singh seated

between other frontbench Members of Parliament.

The change follows Wong’s decision on January 15 to

remove Singh as Leader of the Opposition after

parliament voted that he was unsuitable to continue in

the role following his conviction for lying to a

parliamentary committee. Wong invited the Workers'

Party to nominate another MP for the position, but the

party declined, arguing that the role should be held by

the leader of the largest opposition party. The

government accepted this stance, leaving the post

vacant for now. [Channel NewsAsia] [Mothership.sg]

Singapore: Ruling party deploys reserve

candidates early in politically sensitive

districts

(st) Singapore’s governing People’s Action Party (PAP)

has begun deploying two reserve candidates from the

May 2025 general election into key constituencies,

namely Punggol North and Tampines Central, signaling

an earlier and more deliberate candidate-grooming

strategy ahead of the next polls, due by 2030. Both

men were publicly identified as potential candidates

before the 2025 election but were not fielded. Since

late 2025, they have been attending community events

and “meet-the-people” sessions alongside sitting

Members of Parliament.

Analysts say the early deployment reflects a shift in

strategy to address past criticism of candidates being

introduced too late in the election cycle. Prime Minister

Lawrence Wong had said after GE2025 that the PAP

would start identifying and grooming candidates
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earlier to give them experience and exposure on the

ground. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Growth alone no longer

guarantees jobs as city-state pushes for

global AI leadership

(st) Singapore is seeking to reposition itself as a global

hub for artificial intelligence while rethinking how

economies translate growth into jobs, as a national

Economic Strategy Review warns that GDP expansion

alone can no longer be relied on to create

employment.

The review urges Singapore to differentiate itself from

other AI hubs by attracting global talent and firms to

develop, test and scale AI solutions, while embedding

AI adoption across the broader economy, including

small and medium-sized enterprises. It also calls for

upgrading advanced manufacturing and investing in

frontier areas such as quantum computing,

decarbonization and space technologies.

Deputy Prime Minister Gan Kim Yong said

technological change, automation and AI mean that

higher-value growth may require fewer workers, a

challenge echoed globally by institutions such as the

International Labour Organization. As a result,

Singapore’s strategy aims to place equal emphasis on

job transformation, expanding quality employment

beyond tech roles, and making lifelong learning and

reskilling practical so workers can adapt as industries

evolve. [Channel NewsAsia 1] [Channel NewsAsia 2]

Singapore: Air force accelerates

modernization with new aircraft, drones,

and air-defense systems

(lm) Singapore is upgrading its air force with a mix of

high-end and lower-cost systems to maintain air

superiority and deterrence amid lessons drawn from

recent overseas conflicts, according to Kelvin Fan, Chief

of Air Force. In his first media interview since taking

office, Fan said the Republic of Singapore Air Force

(RSAF) is modernizing manned aircraft, ground-based

air defense, and command-and-control systems, while

expanding the use of drones and digital technologies

in a “high-low mix” of capabilities.

Key “game-changers” include the induction of F-35

fighter jets—20 ordered, with first deliveries expected
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by the end of the year—and Boeing P-8A Poseidon

maritime patrol aircraft, which will replace ageing

Fokker-50s in the early 2030s and strengthen maritime

surveillance and anti-submarine capabilities. Existing

platforms such as upgraded F-16s, F-15SGs, Apache

attack helicopters, Seahawk naval helicopters, and C-

130 transport aircraft will continue to serve into the

2030s, supported by life-extension and replacement

programs.

The RSAF is also enhancing its sensor and air-defense

network, including replacing legacy radars and

introducing the Giraffe 1X Radar, while expanding

unmanned capabilities with the Hermes 900 to replace

older UAVs. Fan stressed that counter-drone

capabilities are becoming essential, particularly against

low-cost and swarm threats.

Beyond hardware, Singapore is deepening defense

diplomacy and overseas training, with more than half

of RSAF flying conducted abroad. Fan highlighted

bilateral exercises with Indonesia and Malaysia and

multilateral cooperation under the Five Power Defence

Arrangements. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: National space agency to

launch April 1

(lm) Singapore will establish the National Space Agency

of Singapore on April 1 to develop and operate

national space capabilities and grow the space

economy. The agency will run a multi-agency

operations center for satellite tasking and geospatial

analytics supporting port operations, urban planning,

environmental monitoring, and food security.

Singapore plans to expand its satellite constellation,

build space situational awareness to protect assets,

and introduce pro-business space legislation focused

on safety and sustainability. The government has

committed over USD 200 million to space research and

development since 2022, with future priorities

including climate and carbon monitoring, space

sustainability technologies, and microgravity research.

[The Straits Times]

Thailand: Polls favor People’s Party, but

seat math keeps Bhumjaithai in pole

position as election enters final week
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(lm/bk) With Thailand’s February 8 general election

days away, the campaign has entered a polarized

endgame marked by diverging signals from opinion

polls and structural seat projections, alongside an

intensifying debate over nationalism and political

legitimacy.

Nationwide opinion polls released in late January

consistently place the People’s Party (PP) – the main

opposition and single-largest party in the dissolved

lower house - in first place. Surveys by Rajabhat Poll,

Suan Dusit Poll, and Nida Poll all show PP leading both

party-list and constituency voting intentions, with its

prime-ministerial candidate Natthaphong

Ruengpanyawut ranked as voters’ top choice for

premier. In the Nida Poll, Natthaphong leads the

prime-ministerial race with about 29 percent, ahead of

acting Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul of the

Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) at roughly 22 percent, followed

by former Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva of the

Democrats and Pheu Thai’s nominee in the low-teens.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [The Nation]

However, analysts caution that polling strength does

not directly translate into parliamentary dominance

under Thailand’s mixed electoral system. While PP

appears to command broad national support—

particularly in party-list voting—Bhumjaithai retains

deep advantages in constituency races, built on local

political networks, defectors from other parties, and

strong organization in rural and provincial districts. As

a result, multiple academic forecasts still suggest that

Bhumjaithai could secure the largest number of seats

overall, even if it finishes behind PP in the national vote

share. [Bangkok Post 3]

The Rajabhat Poll nevertheless found that more than

70 percent of voters intend to vote for the same party

on both ballots, indicating relatively high alignment

between national and local choices.

Against this backdrop, campaign rhetoric has

sharpened. Prime Minister Anutin has dismissed

opinion polls as non-decisive and urged voters to avoid

“vote-splitting,” framing the contest as a strategic two-

camp race. His campaign has emphasized national

security, border control, and institutional stability,

themes that analysts say resonate with conservative

and undecided voters, particularly amid recent

tensions with Cambodia. Anutin denies exploiting

nationalism for electoral gain, insisting his campaign

focuses on policy delivery rather than divisive

symbolism. [Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]

[Bangkok Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7]
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The People’s Party has pushed back forcefully. Senior

figures, including deputy leader Rangsiman Rome,

argue that genuine patriotism lies in rule of law, anti-

corruption, and equal application of justice, not

nationalist posturing or fear-based appeals. PP leaders

accuse rivals of using border issues and foreign

remarks to discredit reformist parties and mobilize

conservative sentiment in the campaign’s final days.

[Bangkok Post 8] [Bangkok Post 9]

Meanwhile, the Election Commission faces parallel

pressure to safeguard procedural credibility. Overseas

voting is about 64 percent complete, with ballots cast

at 95 embassies, consulates, and trade offices

worldwide tracked in real time by the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs and expected to arrive in Thailand by

February 5 for distribution to constituencies ahead of

counting on election day. Officials say no overseas

ballots have been lost and that the process remains

under close monitoring.

At the same time, advance voting held nationwide last

week—despite high turnout—has drawn criticism from

multiple parties and civil society groups over reported

irregularities, including misaddressed ballot envelopes,

missing candidate lists, outdated QR codes, and

confusion among polling officials. Opposition parties

have urged urgent investigation, warning that

unresolved procedural errors could undermine public

confidence in the outcome. [Bangkok Post 10]

[Bangkok Post 11]

Thailand: Deputy interior minister denies

link to viral audio clip as probe calls

mount

(lm) Political tensions have risen after an audio clip

circulated online that allegedly features a voice

resembling Sakda Vicheansil, a deputy interior minister

and election candidate of the Bhumjaithai Party, led by

acting prime minister Anutin Charnvirakul. The

recording appears to capture a discussion with local

political figures about post-election government

formation scenarios.

A lawyer has formally petitioned the Ministry of Digital

Economy and Society to examine whether the audio

clip, along with other political recordings circulating

online, violates the Computer Crime Act or other digital

and election-related laws. If potential election-law

violations are identified, the matter may be referred to

the Election Commission of Thailand, with parallel fact-

finding expected by the Royal Thai Police.
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The clip, which went viral over the weekend, suggests

that Bhumjaithai could form a government smoothly,

while warning that a victory by the People's Party—the

largest party in the dissolved lower house—could

trigger military intervention, and that the Pheu Thai

Party would face difficulties forming a government due

to its leading figure, former prime minister Thaksin

Shinawatra, being imprisoned.

Sakda has denied any connection to the recording and

filed a police complaint against those who released

and circulated it. Senior political figures have urged

caution. Anutin said he could not determine whether

the audio was genuine or fabricated, while Pheu Thai

representatives publicly questioned the influence of

the speaker heard in the clip. Authorities have not

verified the authenticity of the recording, and

investigations remain ongoing. [Bangkok Post] [Thai

Rath]

Thailand: Election commission disclosures

highlight fiscal risks of campaign

promises

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission has published

details of 527 campaign policies submitted by 51

parties contesting the February 8 general election.

Under election law, any policy that would require

public spending must be filed with the commission

with an estimated budget, proposed funding sources,

expected benefits, and key risks at least 20 days before

polling. In practice, this disclosure requirement is

meant to make “big-ticket” pledges easier for voters

and regulators to scrutinize for feasibility and hidden

liabilities. [Bangkok Post 1]

Using the parties’ submissions to the election

commission, the Thailand Development Research

Institute (TDRI) cautioned that the headline pledges of

the five parties most likely to form the next

government could impose a heavy and potentially

unsustainable fiscal burden. TDRI estimates the

combined cost could reach up to THB 740 billion per

year (about USD 21.5 billion). It also warned that true

costs could be higher if a coalition government tries to

advance multiple flagship programs at once, and

argued that some parties likely underestimate costs or

rely on optimistic assumptions about how money

would be raised. [Bangkok Post 2]

According to the commission’s figures, the Democrat

Party—Thailand’s oldest party, traditionally

conservative and fiscally cautious—submitted the

largest number of proposals, with 91 policies totaling
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THB 2.12 trillion (USD 61.5 billion). Key measures

include agricultural income guarantees of THB 360

billion (USD 10.4 billion), labor income insurance of

THB 120 billion (USD 3.5 billion), and a zoned mass-

transit fare cap estimated at THB 50 billion (USD 1.5

billion).

The Pheu Thai Party—a populist party linked to the

political network of former prime minister Thaksin

Shinawatra—proposed 43 policies requiring THB 243

billion (USD 7.0 billion). These include a nationwide

anti-poverty program of THB 60 billion (USD 1.7 billion)

per year, a THB 15 billion (USD 435 million) annual

farmer debt-suspension scheme, and a smaller

consumer incentive package. The party has indicated it

will submit full details of its headline “Nine New

Millionaires a Day” proposal for review, framing it as

part of a broader fiscal and digital reform agenda

rather than a cash handout.

The Klatham Party—an emerging party emphasizing

large-scale state-led infrastructure and rural

development—outlined 38 policies with a combined

budget of THB 2.27 trillion (USD 65.8 billion), heavily

weighted toward water management, land reform, and

agricultural development. The People’s Party—a

reformist party that served as single-largest party in

the dissolved lower house—submitted 36 policies

totaling THB 742 billion (USD 21.5 billion), including

drafting a new constitution and multi-year spending on

social programs and labor reskilling. By contrast, the

Bhumjaithai Party of acting Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul proposed eight policies costing THB 148

billion (USD 4.3 billion), focused on welfare co-

payments, electricity subsidies, and a volunteer

defense force. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand: Election Commission intensifies

monitoring as large cash withdrawals

draw scrutiny

(lm/bk) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) has placed

42 of the country’s 77 provinces under intensified

monitoring ahead of the February 8 general election,

citing unusually fierce electoral competition and

heightened risks of vote-buying in the final campaign

phase. The remaining 35 provinces are classified as

normal-risk. In high-risk areas, the EC has deployed

additional election inspectors, administrative officials,

and police, drawing on nearly half of the national

police force to deter electoral fraud. [Bangkok Post 1]

The stepped-up oversight coincides with scrutiny

triggered by the Bank of Thailand (BoT), which has
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flagged unusually large cash withdrawals totaling more

than THB 450 million (approximately USD 13.1 million)

over the past two weeks. The largest single withdrawal

amounted to THB 250 million (USD 7.25 million), with

another THB 200 million (USD 5.8 million) withdrawn

across two banks. In several cases, customers

requested the cash almost entirely in small

denominations—THB 100 and THB 500 notes—a

pattern authorities say is atypical for normal

commercial transactions and raises red flags ahead of

an election.

In response, the EC has formally invoked its powers

under Article 32 of the Organic Act on the Election

Commission, which allows it to request financial data

from banks, the Anti-Money Laundering Office, and

other agencies when there is reasonable suspicion of

election-law violations. [The Nation]

The central bank has framed its role as part of a

broader effort to curb “grey money” and cash-based

practices linked to corruption and illicit activity, rather

than as an election-specific intervention. BoT Governor

Vitai Ratanakorn said the bank plans to introduce new

regulations within two to three months requiring

enhanced checks for large cash withdrawals above a

defined threshold, likely THB 3–5 million (about USD

87,000–145,000), and to tighten controls on currency

exchange transactions. The EC and BoT are also

moving toward a formal memorandum of

understanding to streamline future data-sharing

during election periods. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok

Post 3]

Thailand: Reserve senators press election

bodies to revive stalled Senate vote-

rigging probes

(lm) A group of reserve senators—unsuccessful

candidates from Thailand’s Senate selection process

who are formally listed as alternates and may assume

seats if serving senators are disqualified—has urged

the Election Commission and the Department of

Special Investigation (DSI) to accelerate investigations

into alleged irregularities in the 2024 Senate election.

The appeal follows a recent ruling by the Constitutional

Court, which rejected complaints by senators under

scrutiny who argued that asking the DSI to examine

possible money-laundering constituted executive

interference with the Election Commission’s mandate.

The court held that the request did not amount to an

abuse of power, effectively removing legal uncertainty
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around the DSI’s role and refocusing attention on the

integrity of the Senate selection process.

The reserve senators argue that the three-stage

election, finalized on June 26, 2024, produced

anomalous outcomes—most notably a concentration

of winners from provinces where the Bhumjaithai

Party of acting Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has

strong electoral support—warranting comprehensive

scrutiny. Complaints allege collusion involving 138

sitting senators and a further 91 individuals affiliated

with Bhumjaithai, including party executives and

associated networks. Observers note that progress in

the cases slowed after Bhumjaithai entered

government in September 2024.

Procedurally, the Election Commission is pursuing

alleged vote-rigging under the organic law governing

Senate elections, while the DSI is examining potential

money-laundering, reflecting a dual-track approach

separating electoral violations from criminal financial

offenses. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-prime minister’s parole

speculation grows as prison compiles list

for possible sentence suspension

(lm) Klongprem Central Prison has begun compiling a

comprehensive list of inmates to assess eligibility for

general sentence suspension under Thailand’s parole

and sentence review procedures, according to sources

familiar with the process. The review involves a multi-

stage screening by committees within the Corrections

Department before cases are forwarded to the

Ministry of Justice for consideration.

The development has drawn particular attention

because former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra,

the eminence grise of the opposition Pheu Thai Party

and currently serving a one-year prison sentence, is

among the inmates under the prison’s jurisdiction.

Thaksin, aged 76, was taken into custody on

September 9, 2025, after the Supreme Court ruled that

his earlier stay at Police General Hospital could not be

counted toward his sentence.

Media reports suggest that Thaksin could become

eligible for a formal parole review around May 2026,

when he would have served two-thirds of his sentence.

His children visited him at Klongprem Central Prison

this week, accompanied by his lawyer, but declined to

comment on whether prison officials had requested

documentation related to any parole or sentence

suspension review.
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The timing of the review process has attracted

heightened public and political scrutiny as Thailand

approaches the February 8 general election, given

Thaksin’s continued political relevance and his

association with the Pheu Thai Party. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former deputy national police

chief seeks legal ruling on handling of

bribery probe

(lm) A lawyer for Surachate Hakparn, a former deputy

national police chief widely known as “Big Joke”, has

petitioned the prime minister to seek an authoritative

legal ruling on how a high-profile bribery case should

be processed, amid an institutional dispute over

jurisdiction and procedure. The case centers on

allegations that intermediaries linked to Surachate

attempted in 2024 to bribe a commissioner of the

National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) using

gold as payment, allegedly to influence an investigation

into misconduct involving senior police figures.

The immediate procedural trigger was the NACC’s

decision in January to return the case file to the police,

arguing that because the allegation implicates an anti-

corruption commissioner, the constitutionally

prescribed route requires the matter to be submitted

via the parliamentary speaker rather than handled

directly by the NACC’s investigative panel. Police

investigators, who say they have already gathered

substantial evidence, have since sought legal opinions

from other bodies, including the Attorney-General’s

Office, in an effort to move the case forward.

Surachate’s lawyer now argues that this approach

violates prior legal guidance and that only the Council

of State—the government’s legal arm—can clarify the

correct procedure. He maintains that the relevant law

provides a single, exclusive pathway for such cases and

that attempts to reroute, reinterpret, or split the file

undermine constitutional safeguards. If the Council of

State confirms that sufficient legal grounds exist, the

case would have to proceed to the Supreme Court

under the designated mechanism for adjudicating

cases involving senior office-holders. [Bangkok Post]

The dispute unfolds against the broader backdrop of

Surachate’s removal from active police service in 2024

and multiple overlapping investigations involving

senior figures in the police and anti-corruption system.
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Thailand: Disciplinary ruling clouds

eligibility of reformist party candidate

days before election

(lm) A last-minute disciplinary ruling over COVID-19

test kit procurement has cast uncertainty over the

candidacy of Supat Hasuwannakit, a reformist People’s

Party contender in Songkhla province, just days before

Thailand’s February 8 general election.

The case stems from Supat’s tenure as director of

Chana Hospital during the 2021 pandemic response.

An internal inquiry found that 42,854 antigen test kits

(ATKs—rapid Covid-19 diagnostic tests) were procured

for THB 9.8 million (about USD 285,000), with

purchases split into multiple transactions below

approval thresholds and some kits used before formal

authorization, in breach of procurement rules.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Last week, a civil service disciplinary subcommittee

under the Ministry of Public Health voted 4–3 to

dismiss Supat from public service. The decision is

politically sensitive because a finalized dismissal—

unlike voluntary resignation—can trigger

parliamentary disqualification under Thailand’s

constitution. Supat resigned earlier to contest the

election, and both the Election Commission and the

People’s Party say the ruling is not final pending

appeals, leaving his candidacy legally intact for now.

[Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Supat disputes the findings, arguing the purchases

complied with emergency provisions under the 2017

procurement law and noting the ATKs were bought at

below government prices at the time.

Thailand: Social Security Office

controversies spill into election as

governance and reform debates intensify

(lm) Thailand’s Social Security Office (SSO)—the state

agency managing mandatory social insurance

contributions and pensions for private-sector workers

—has come under intensified scrutiny just days before

the February 8 general election, as governance

failures, questionable procurement practices, and

long-term sustainability concerns converge with a

politically sensitive policy dispute involving the main

opposition People’s Party (PP).

The immediate controversy centers on conflicting

statements by PP lawmakers over a proposal linked to
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the Progressive Social Security campaign to allow

migrant workers—who contribute to Thailand’s social

security system—to vote for and potentially sit on the

SSO board. While PP figures publicly denied backing

such a policy, archived campaign material and a

written platform (Policy No. 14) appeared to contradict

those denials, prompting accusations of inconsistency

and weak message discipline. The issue is politically

sensitive amid broader debates over migration, labor

rights, and control of national welfare institutions.

[Bangkok Post 1]

This dispute has unfolded against a backdrop of wider

institutional criticism of the SSO itself. Recent

allegations include wasteful and opaque procurement,

notably the purchase of 500 engraved pens costing

THB 238,075 (USD 6,900) through a limited-

competition process. These concerns add to

unresolved scrutiny over an THB 850 million (USD 24.7

million) SSO+ digital platform that remains largely

unusable and has delayed benefit payments, raising

fears of procurement failure and potential corruption.

Additional questions have been raised over THB 35

million (USD 1.0 million) spent on tailored uniforms

and repeated high-value calendar contracts, though

involved agencies insist procurement rules were

followed. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

The scale of the issue extends beyond procurement.

The Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI)

has warned that the Social Security Fund—now holding

more than THB 2.9 trillion (USD 92 billion)—faces long-

term insolvency without structural reform. The core

problem, TDRI argues, lies in combining short-term

welfare obligations with long-term pension liabilities

under a bureaucratic model vulnerable to political

interference. Pension contributions of 6 percent are

structurally misaligned with minimum payouts of 20

percent, creating a long-term funding gap. TDRI has

proposed separating the pension component and

managing it independently, modeled on Thailand’s

Government Pension Fund, to restore trust and ensure

sustainability. [The Nation]

In response to the growing controversy, acting Prime

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered the SSO to

clarify its procurement practices and has openly

floated restructuring the agency along more

independent and professionally managed lines. While

government officials deny misuse of Social Security

Fund resources, the debate has amplified public

concern over transparency, political oversight, and the

future security of workers’ retirement savings.

[Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]
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Thailand: U-Tapao Airport and Eastern

Aviation City restarted after years of

delays

(bk) Thailand has formally restarted the U-Tapao

Airport and Eastern Aviation City project, a flagship

public–private partnership under the country’s Eastern

Economic Corridor development strategy. U-Tapao

International Aviation (UTA) and the Eastern Economic

Corridor Policy Committee Office (EECO) signed a

contract management agreement that allows the

government to issue a Notice to Proceed (NTP),

expected within February, officially activating the

project timeline.

The project combines airport expansion with a large-

scale “Airport City” designed to attract aviation,

logistics, tourism, and real-estate investment. Progress

had stalled for more than five years due to contractual

conditions tied to a delayed high-speed rail link

connecting Thailand’s three main airports. Under the

new agreement, UTA waived those rail-related

conditions, allowing construction to begin on priority

components without waiting for the rail project.

Initial works are expected to start later this year on

about 6,500 rai (approximately 10.4 square

kilometers), focusing on core infrastructure and

investor-oriented real-estate development. The aim is

to restore investor confidence and position U-Tapao as

a future regional aviation and economic hub.

Separately, the Royal Thai Navy is constructing a

second runway and taxiway, scheduled for completion

by November 2028, alongside upgrades to power,

water, wastewater, and aviation fuel systems. [The

Nation]

Vietnam: Authorities move to liquidate

luxury assets of jailed tycoon to recover

fraud losses

(ms) Vietnamese authorities have begun appraising

and preparing the sale of luxury assets belonging to

Truong My Lan as part of efforts to recover funds from

one of the largest bank fraud cases globally. Assets

slated for sale include two crocodile-skin Hermès

Birkin bags and several yachts, with one yacht set for

auction in February at a reduced starting price after a

failed sale attempt.

Lan is serving a life sentence after being convicted for

secretly controlling Saigon Commercial Bank and
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extracting funds over more than a decade through

shell companies. Courts ordered her to repay USD 27

billion in reparations; prosecutors said total illicit loans

and withdrawals reached USD 44 billion, with USD 12

billion classified as embezzlement. More than 80 co-

defendants, including family members, were convicted.

Authorities have seized over 1,200 assets, including

real estate and company holdings. The liquidation

process is aimed at compensating victims and

offsetting losses, following earlier successful auctions,

including a prime Ho Chi Minh City property sold in

October. [BBC] [Business Times]

Vietnam: Candidate list for 16th National

Assembly finalized; legislature highlights

reform priorities

(lm) Vietnam’s Fatherland Front (VFF)—the mass

organization that oversees candidate consultation in

elections—has finalized a preliminary list of 217

candidates from central-level agencies to run for seats

in the 16th National Assembly, following its second

consultative conference on February 2. The list

received unanimous approval from delegates, after a

nomination process conducted between December

2025 and January 2026. The candidates were

nominated in line with a resolution of the National

Assembly Standing Committee adjusting the structure

and composition of central-level nominees. The VFF

will now forward the results to the National Election

Council and proceed with the next consultation phase,

including gathering voter opinions at places of

residence, ahead of the March 15 general elections.

[Viet Nam News 1]

Separately, National Assembly Chairman Tran Thanh

Man used the 80th anniversary of the National

Assembly Committee on Legal and Judicial Affairs to

outline expectations for the upcoming legislative term.

He described the committee as the legislature’s leading

advisory body on constitutional and legal matters and

stressed its central role during a period of institutional

reform and state restructuring. Looking to the 16th

National Assembly term, he called for faster legislative

processes, stronger oversight of law implementation,

and greater use of digital tools, including artificial

intelligence, to support lawmaking. [Viet Nam News 2]

Vietnam: Major property developers

included in 2026 government inspection
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plan

(lm) Vietnam’s Government Inspectorate has named

several leading real estate developers in its official

inspection plan for 2026, including Nam Long, Him

Lam, ResCo, Vinaconex, HUD, and Geleximco,

signalling a wide-ranging review of compliance in the

property sector. [Viet Nam News]

In the Vietnamese system, annual inspection plans are

a standard, pre-announced oversight tool used to

prioritize regulatory supervision across sectors.

Inclusion in such a plan does not in itself imply

misconduct or allegations of wrongdoing. Rather, it

typically signals heightened regulatory attention,

sectoral risk concerns, or a government focus on

strengthening discipline and transparency.

Vietnam: Sharp equity sell-off coincides

with fund outflows and shifting

investment patterns

(ms/lm) Vietnam’s stock market recorded a broad sell-

off at the start of February, with the VN-Index falling by

nearly 47 points on February 2 and reversing gains

accumulated in January. The decline was driven

primarily by heavy losses in large-capitalization stocks,

particularly those linked to Vingroup, Vietnam’s largest

private conglomerate. Several listed companies within

the group—including Vingroup, its real-estate

subsidiary Vinhomes, and retail-property operator

Vincom Retail—fell to their daily floor prices, the

maximum single-day decline permitted under

Vietnam’s stock-exchange trading rules. Owing to their

large index weight, these declines had an outsized

impact on the overall market. [Vietnamnet.vn]

At the same time, financial data indicate notable shifts

in capital positioning. Cash balances held by investors

at securities firms declined sharply in the fourth

quarter of 2025, and Vietnam-focused investment

funds recorded net outflows of approximately VND 35

trillion (around USD 1.4 billion) over the year, the

highest level on record. According to fund managers

and market analysts cited in the reporting, these

movements followed a period of strong equity

performance and were associated with profit-taking,

valuation concerns, and increased caution under

global financial uncertainty.

Parallel to these developments, Vietnam’s corporate

bond market showed signs of renewed activity in 2025.

Bond issuance increased, led mainly by banks and
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private placements, while early bond buybacks

reached record levels. Secondary-market liquidity

improved following the disruptions caused by defaults

and governance issues in 2022 and 2023. [Vietnam

Insider] [The Investor]

Vietnam: Military training aircraft crashes

in Central Highlands; pilot ejects safely

(hn) A Vietnam Air Force Yak-130 training aircraft

crashed during a routine training flight in Dak Lak

Province on January 28, after experiencing a technical

malfunction shortly after takeoff. The pilot successfully

ejected after steering the aircraft away from populated

areas and sustained non-life-threatening injuries.

[Tuoitrenews] [Aviationnews]
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China emerges as top bilateral partner for

small island states amid Western aid

pullback

(mis) China is increasingly seen as the most valued

bilateral development partner by small island

developing states, as Western donors cut aid and scale

back climate finance, according to a new survey by the

UK-based Overseas Development Institute (ODI) Global

covering 29 island and island-linked countries across

the Caribbean, the Pacific, the Atlantic as well as the

Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. [ODI]
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In aggregate, officials from 29 small island

development states rated China above all other

bilateral partners, a shift with clear geopolitical

implications given the strategic locations of many small

island states along key maritime routes. While

traditional partners still dominate in some regions,

such as the UK in parts of the Caribbean and Australia

in the Pacific, China ranked first among island states in

the Atlantic, the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea.

Between 2020 and 2023, China provided about USD 6

billion in development finance to small island states,

exceeding contributions from Australia at USD 4.78

billion, the United States at USD 3.17 billion and Japan

at USD 2 billion. Much of this support predates further

US cuts after President Donald Trump’s return to office

in 2025, when Washington sharply reduced USAID

operations and funding linked to climate change.

Some survey respondents highlighted reliability and

follow-through as key factors behind China’s appeal at

a time when island economies face mounting pressure

from extreme weather events and limited access to

concessional finance. ODI researchers noted that while

donors increasingly promote innovative tools such as

debt swaps or disaster-linked pause clauses, uptake

remains limited because such instruments do not

materially reduce debt burdens or address underlying

vulnerabilities.

Chinese analysts argue that Beijing’s approach

resonates because it combines financing with technical

cooperation and infrastructure delivery aligned with

national development plans, without asking partners

to take sides geopolitically. In contrast, Western

engagement is often perceived as more conditional

and less predictable, particularly as climate funding is

scaled back. [Reuters] [Global Times]

Chinalco and Rio Tinto take control of

Brazil’s CBA in $904 million aluminum deal

China’s state-owned Chinalco and Anglo-Australian

miner Rio Tinto have agreed to acquire a controlling

stake in Companhia Brasileira de Aluminio (CBA) for

about USD 904 million, marking one of the most

significant recent foreign investments in Brazil’s metals

sector. The two companies will buy 68.6 percent of CBA

from Brazilian conglomerate Grupo Votorantim at BRL

10.50 (USD 2) per share, before launching a mandatory

tender offer for the remaining shares that could

ultimately lead to CBA’s delisting from São Paulo’s B3

exchange.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-jkl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-jkr/


The acquisition will be managed through a joint

venture in which a Chinalco subsidiary holds 67

percent and Rio Tinto 33 percent, deepening an

existing partnership that already includes joint iron ore

operations in Guinea. Analysts described the deal as a

bullish signal for aluminium markets, arguing it

underscores limited opportunities for capacity

expansion in China and supports expectations of

tighter global supply growth.

Strategically, the transaction aligns with Rio Tinto’s

push into low-carbon aluminium, an area expected to

benefit from energy-transition policies, while offering

Chinalco a foothold in South America with access to

integrated operations and renewable power. CBA

operates a fully integrated aluminium chain from

bauxite mining through refining and smelting to

primary aluminium products and has seen its share

price more than double over the past year, lifting its

market value to about USD 1.27 billion.

Beyond the companies involved, the deal highlights

China’s expanding role in Brazil’s mining and metals

sector as Chinese producers look overseas to secure

resources and diversify supply chains tied to industrial

demand and decarbonization trends. [South China

Morning Post] [Reuters]

China lowers proposed tariffs on EU dairy

products as trade probe nears end

(mis) China has scaled back proposed tariffs on

selected European dairy products as it moves toward

concluding an anti-subsidy investigation that EU

industry groups view as a response to Brussels’ duties

on Chinese electric vehicles.

According to the European Dairy Association and the

European Association of Dairy Trade (Eucolait), Beijing

has lowered the maximum additional duty to 11.7

percent, down sharply from provisional rates of up to

42.7 per cent announced in December [AiR No. 51,

December/2025, 4]. Many EU exporters would face a

tariff of around 9.5 percent under the final proposal,

the groups said.

The investigation covers products such as cheese and

cream and follows earlier Chinese trade probes into

European brandy and pork [Air No. 50,

December/2025, 3]. While the reduced rates ease the

immediate threat, industry representatives warned

they would still undermine competitiveness. Even at

lower levels, the tariffs would make it difficult for EU
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dairy products to compete in the Chinese market, the

EDA said.

China imported about USD 589 million worth of EU

dairy products covered by the probe in 2024. Analysts

and industry groups noted that higher costs for

European suppliers could offer some relief to Chinese

dairy producers facing excess milk supply, falling prices

and weak domestic demand as well as benefiting

competitors such as New Zealand. [Reuters]

UN Command warns South Korea’s

Demilitarized Zone access bill could

breach armistice agreement

(co) The United Nations Command (UNC) on January 28

has raised objections over a bill in South Korea aimed

at expanding South Korea’s authority over civilian

access to the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), saying it could

conflict with the 1953 armistice and that any such

move without UNC authorization would constitute a

violation.

The bill, proposed by lawmakers from the ruling

Democratic Party in August last year, seeks to allow

broader nonmilitary use of the DMZ for exchanges,

cooperation projects and tourism, but UNC officials

said the armistice framework gives the commander

authority over all civilian entry.

UNC officials stressed that the DMZ’s core purpose is

to serve as a military buffer to prevent renewed

hostilities, warning that transferring access control to a

third party while leaving responsibility with the

commander is legally incompatible with the armistice.

While the command has jurisdiction over the Southern

half of the DMZ, it recognized South Korea’s

sovereignty, an UNC official said. [The Korea Herald]

[Stars and Stripes]

The UNC, established in 1953, is a multinational

military force under the auspices of the UN that

administers the DMZ and enforces the Armistice

Agreement signed in the same year. It’s also

responsible for coordinating allied forces and

facilitating diplomacy between North and South Korea.

The UNC commander has almost always been a senior

U.S. officer. While arrangements have evolved over

time, UNC command itself remains under a U.S.

general, reflecting the U.S. role as the principal

contributor and organizer of the command under the

1953 Armistice.
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EU, South Korea set to launch supply

chain dialogue

(co) South Korea and the European Union (EU) will

launch a dedicated dialogue channel on supply chain

cooperation, the EU’s ambassador to Seoul, Ugo

Astuto, said on January 30, signaling closer strategic

coordination amid global supply chain realignments.

The platform will institutionalize regular exchanges to

strengthen resilience, share best practices, reduce

strategic dependencies on specific countries, and

diversify supply networks, with the first meeting

expected soon. [Global Korea Post]

Bangladesh’s interim government moves

to seal US and Japan trade deals ahead of

February polls

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government is preparing to

finalize two major trade agreements with the United

States and Japan before the February 12 general

election, aiming to safeguard export competitiveness

as the country graduates from Least Developed

Country status this November. Studies estimate

potential export losses of up to USD 8 billion annually

without new trade arrangements, underscoring why

the interim government is pushing to lock in key deals

before the polls.

Commerce officials confirmed that an Economic

Partnership Agreement (EPA) with Japan will be signed

in Tokyo on February 6. The deal will grant duty-free

access to 7,379 Bangladeshi products, covering about

97 percent of the country’s export basket, including

garments. Bangladesh will, in return, phase in duty-

free access for 1,039 Japanese products over 18 years.

The EPA also opens 97 Bangladeshi service sub-sectors

and 120 Japanese service sub-sectors, with the aim of

encouraging investment and technology transfer.

Japan is currently Bangladesh’s largest Asian export

market, with annual exports close to USD 2 billion, and

has already extended duty-free access for Bangladeshi

goods through 2029.

In parallel, Dhaka is seeking to conclude a trade

arrangement with the United States, potentially

through a virtual signing given the tight pre-election

calendar. Talks focus on securing duty-free access for

Bangladeshi garments made with 60 to 70 percent US-

sourced cotton, which would exempt those products
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from existing 20 percent tariffs. Officials said

Washington is also considering a reduction in

reciprocal tariffs, though details remain unresolved.

[The Daily Star]

WHO assesses Nipah virus outbreak in

India as low risk, sees no regional, global

threat

(dql) The World Health Organization (WHO) has judged

that the recent Nipah virus cases in India pose a low

risk of wider spread, nationally, regionally and globally.

This comes after Indian health authorities reported

two confirmed infections in West Bengal, both of

whom are receiving medical care, and none of the

more than 190 identified contacts have developed

symptoms or tested positive. WHO noted there is no

solid evidence of sustained human-to-human

transmission linked to this event, and current data do

not justify travel or trade restrictions.

The agency and Indian officials have activated routine

outbreak responses such as contact tracing,

surveillance, laboratory testing and patient isolation,

and are investigating the source of infection. [Anadolu

Ajansı]

Nipah virus is a zoonotic disease, primarily transmitted

from fruit bats to humans, either through

contaminated food or, in some cases, direct human-to-

human contact. It is highly dangerous, with symptoms

usually emerging within days after an incubation

period of about one to two weeks.

In severe infections, the virus causes acute respiratory

illness and serious neurological complications,

including brain inflammation, seizures, confusion, and,

in extreme cases, rapid progression to coma. The

fatality rate is very high, estimated at 40–75 per cent.

However, experts note that the virus generally has a

low transmission rate between people, meaning each

infected person typically infects fewer than one other

individual, reducing the risk of a large-scale outbreak

or pandemic. [Al Jazeera]

India’s new partnership with Arab League

targets massive increase in trade by 2030,

deepens strategic cooperation
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(dql) India and the League of Arab States have agreed

to double bilateral trade to USD 500 billion by 2030, up

from about USD 240 billion, as part of a new

cooperation roadmap adopted at the India–Arab

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.

Co-chaired by India and the United Arab Emirates, the

January 31 meeting also issued a joint statement

condemning the April 2025 terrorist attack in

Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, expressing firm

support for India and Arab countries in combating

terrorism in all forms. The declaration underscored

political solidarity despite the presence of

representatives from countries with close ties to

Pakistan, including Saudi Arabia. [Ministry of External

Affairs, India]

The newly adopted Executive Programme of the India–

Arab Cooperation Forum (2026–2028) outlines

measures to deepen economic integration, including

improved connectivity between traders, stronger links

among small and medium-sized enterprises, and

expanded investment cooperation. Both sides agreed

to explore voluntary local-currency settlement

mechanisms, subject to feasibility assessments, as well

as expanded collaboration in agriculture, food security,

livestock and fisheries, supported by joint research and

training initiatives.

On technology, India and Arab states decided to

establish an India–Arab Space Cooperation Working

Group, focusing on joint remote-sensing missions for

climate monitoring, agriculture, urban planning and

disaster management, alongside space research,

capacity-building, academic exchanges and private-

sector participation. The framework also envisages

training Arab scientists in Indian institutions and the

creation of joint space-technology incubation hubs

linking startup ecosystems. [The Tribune] [Arab News]

The two sides also reaffirmed support for the creation

of a sovereign, independent and viable Palestinian

state, calling for a two-state solution based on the

1967 borders, in line with international law, UN

resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative. [Anadolu

Ajansı]

Maldivian president signals constitutional

pathway to keep U.S. base as Chagos

dispute intensifies

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu said the Maldives

could constitutionally allow the continued operation of

the U.S. military base on Diego Garcia if sovereignty
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over the Chagos Islands were transferred to Malé,

positioning the Maldives as a potential guarantor of

strategic continuity amid a stalled UK–Mauritius

handover.

In an interview with Newsweek, Muizzu addressed

concerns raised by U.S. President Donald Trump, who

has criticized the UK–Mauritius agreement on national

security grounds. Muizzu said any arrangement under

Maldivian sovereignty would be routed through

parliament and aligned with the Constitution,

underscoring that Diego Garcia currently serves joint

U.S.–UK defense needs. [The Sun]

The remarks come against a backdrop of sharpening

Maldivian sovereignty claims over Chagos (Foalhavahi),

advanced by both Muizzu and former president

Mohamed Nasheed. Malé argues geographic proximity

and historical-cultural ties support its claim, and says

prior governments conceded maritime interests

without public consent. The government has

established a legal committee to pursue challenges

following a 2023 ruling by the International Tribunal for

the Law of the Sea that awarded Mauritius a larger

share of a roughly 95,500 square kilometer disputed

maritime area.

Internationally, the UK’s planned transfer of Chagos to

Mauritius remains politically contested. While London

maintains the handover is legally required, domestic

legislation has stalled amid security concerns and

debate over U.S. consent. Under the proposed UK–

Mauritius framework, Diego Garcia would remain

under UK–U.S. control via a long-term lease, with

Mauritius receiving annual payments. [AiR No. 4,

January/2026, 4]

Pakistan accelerates minerals diplomacy

with China, Australia, Saudi Arabia, and

Canada

(lm) Pakistan is intensifying efforts to attract foreign

investment into its underdeveloped minerals sector,

positioning mining as a pillar of long-term growth,

export earnings, and industrial development.

With Canada, Islamabad discussed expanded

cooperation in mining, agriculture and energy during

talks between the commerce minister and the

Canadian high commissioner. A key reference point

was the Reko Diq copper–gold project in Balochistan—

one of the world’s largest undeveloped deposits—

being developed with Barrick Gold. Canada signaled

willingness to support Pakistan through exploration
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technology, capacity-building and business-to-business

matchmaking, including engagement via the

Prospectors & Developers Association of Canada

conference in Toronto. Parallel discussions covered

regulatory predictability for renewable energy

investments and progress toward a Pakistan–Canada

bilateral investment treaty. [Arab News]

With Australia, Pakistan has proposed an

intergovernmental framework to anchor long-term

mining cooperation, citing Australia’s technical

expertise and investor interest, again highlighting Reko

Diq as a flagship project. Islamabad also signaled plans

to formalize the gemstones sector to boost value

addition, exports and employment. [Arab News 1]

Engagement with Saudi Arabia focused on deepening

cooperation in energy and minerals following contacts

at Riyadh’s Future Minerals Forum. Both sides

emphasized investment, technology transfer and

sustainable mining, aligning Pakistan’s capital needs

with Saudi Arabia’s expanding global role in minerals.

[Arab News 2]

Pakistan has moved furthest with China, launching a

joint Pak–China digital e-mining platform to improve

transparency, project coordination, and investor

access. Multiple cooperation memorandums were

signed, including frameworks involving the Pakistan

Mineral Development Corporation and major Chinese

firms. Officials framed the initiative as part of a shift

from raw extraction toward processing, smelting, and

export-oriented mineral clusters, linked to Special

Economic Zones and the second phase of the China–

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). [Arab News 3]

[Arab News 4]

Officials estimate that with domestic processing and

refining, mineral exports could reach USD 6–8 billion

annually, with Reko Diq serving as a test case for

restoring investor confidence and integrating Pakistan

into global critical-minerals supply chains. The strategy

forms part of a broader effort—alongside reforms

under an International Monetary Fund-supported

program—to diversify exports, attract long-term

investment and reduce external vulnerabilities.

Pakistan rejects Abraham Accords,

outlines Gaza Board of Peace role and

opposes force on Iran

(lm) Pakistan has ruled out joining the Abraham

Accords, the U.S.-brokered normalization agreements

between Israel and several Arab states, saying its
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position on Israel–Palestine remains unchanged.

Islamabad clarified that its participation in the Gaza

Board of Peace does not signal a shift toward

normalization and involves no military commitments.

Pakistan reiterated it will only recognize Israel

contingent on a just settlement of the Palestinian

question.

The Board of Peace is a U.S.-led international

organization, formally established in January and

referenced in UN Security Council Resolution 2803,

with U.S. President Donald Trump as its chairman. It

was conceived initially to support ceasefire

enforcement, reconstruction, governance and

economic recovery in the Gaza Strip following the

2023–25 conflict, and to coordinate international

efforts toward peace implementation. It is distinct from

the UN and has attracted mixed global participation

and some criticism for its structure and leadership

role.

Against this backdrop, Pakistan said recently that its

reasons for joining the Board are to consolidate and

sustain a ceasefire, support reconstruction in Gaza,

and advance a durable peace grounded in Palestinian

self-determination. Islamabad also stated it has not

decided to contribute troops to any stabilization force.

At the UN Security Council, Pakistan’s ambassador

emphasized expectations that the Board’s framework,

under UN auspices, will lead to a permanent Gaza

ceasefire, expanded humanitarian aid, reconstruction,

and a credible political process toward an

independent, sovereign and contiguous Palestinian

state based on pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem

as its capital.

On regional tensions involving Iran, Pakistan reiterated

its opposition to the use of force against Iran or the

imposition of sanctions, advocating diplomacy and

engagement. Islamabad said its senior officials have

engaged both Iranian and U.S. counterparts to

encourage de-escalation, warning that further conflict

would undermine regional stability and economic

development. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

India-EU trade deal raises GSP+ concerns

in Pakistan

(lm) Pakistan has stepped up diplomatic and policy

engagement with the European Union (EU) as it

assesses the impact of the new EU–India free trade

agreement, which grants India tariff-free access to the

European market and threatens to narrow Pakistan’s

competitive edge under the EU’s Generalized Scheme
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of Preferences Plus (GSP+). Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar recently

chaired a high-level inter-ministerial meeting to review

trade strategy with the EU, describing GSP+ as “crucial”

for Pakistan’s export growth and reaffirming

Islamabad’s commitment to maintaining compliance

with its conditions. [Arab News 1]

The EU is Pakistan’s second-largest export market,

absorbing around USD 9 billion annually—about 27

percent of total exports—largely in textiles and

apparel. Exporters warn that India’s zero-tariff access

could significantly erode Pakistan’s position unless

GSP+ preferences are preserved and domestic cost

pressures are addressed. Industry groups argue that

high energy tariffs and production costs, rather than

tariffs alone, are increasingly undermining

competitiveness, particularly as exports fell 9 percent

in the first half of the current fiscal year despite growth

last year. [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

Separately, relations with the EU face political pressure

after Brussels criticized Pakistan over the conviction of

two human-rights lawyers under cybercrime laws,

citing concerns over freedom of expression—a core

element of GSP+ conditionality. Pakistan has rejected

external criticism, calling the cases a domestic judicial

matter, while noting available appeal mechanisms.

[Arab News 4]

Pakistan deepens Gulf and China

economic engagement across logistics,

ports, and energy

(lm) Pakistan is intensifying economic diplomacy with

United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and China to

position itself as a regional trade, transit, and energy

hub while easing external vulnerabilities. During a

four-day visit to the UAE, Pakistan’s president

discussed expanded cooperation with DP World and

AD Ports Group on ports, rail freight, and inland

logistics, building on agreements exceeding USD 3

billion and a USD 400 million Karachi freight corridor

project. Islamabad reiterated commitments to fast-

track approvals to attract long-term logistics

investment, citing Pakistan’s connectivity to China,

Central Asia, and the Arabian Sea. [Arab News 1] [Arab

News 2]

Parallel talks are underway to finance a USD 2 billion

expansion of Pakistan Refinery Limited in Karachi, with

discussions involving Saudi and Chinese partners as

well as global banks. The three-year project would

double refining capacity to 100,000 barrels per day,
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upgrade to cleaner fuels, and reduce reliance on

imported petroleum products—currently a major drain

on foreign exchange. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan and Islamic military coalition

expand counterterrorism cooperation

(lm) Pakistan and the Islamic Military Counter

Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC), a 43-member Saudi

Arabia-led alliance established in December 2015, have

agreed to deepen cooperation on counterterrorism

through enhanced intelligence sharing, joint training,

and capacity building. The commitment was reaffirmed

during talks in Rawalpindi on February 2 between

IMCTC Secretary-General Mohammed bin Saeed Al-

Moghedi and Pakistan’s Chief of Defence Forces, Field

Marshal Asim Munir, with discussions focusing on

regional security dynamics and coordinated responses

to militancy and extremism. [Arab News 1]

The engagement coincides with a week-long visit to

Pakistan by a 17-member IMCTC delegation from

February 2 to 6. As part of the visit, the coalition is

conducting a specialized training program at the

National University of Sciences and Technology on the

reintegration and rehabilitation of extremist elements.

[Arab News 2]

The visit also underscores Pakistan’s broader defense

and security ties with Muslim-majority states,

particularly Gulf partners. This includes a defense pact

signed with Saudi Arabia in September 2025 that

commits both sides to treat an act of aggression

against one as an act of aggression against the other,

situating the IMCTC engagement within a wider

framework of regional military cooperation.

Pakistan’s trade and connectivity agenda

accelerates with Uzbekistan push and

Kazakhstan outreach

(lm) Pakistan has stepped up efforts to position itself

as a regional trade and transit hub linking South Asia

with landlocked Central Asia, as Islamabad deepens

economic engagement with Uzbekistan and prepares

for a high-level visit from Kazakhstan’s president.

At the 10th Pakistan–Uzbekistan Intergovernmental

Commission (IGC) session in Islamabad on February 2,

Pakistan and Uzbekistan agreed to fast-track

institutional mechanisms to reach an agreed USD 2
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billion bilateral trade target. Talks focused on

expanding the Preferential Trade Agreement,

improving logistics and customs digitalization,

strengthening transit trade cooperation, and

developing regional transport corridors. The two sides

also agreed to explore direct air services, improve

business visa facilitation, and establish a Joint Working

Group on labor relations covering labor mobility, skills

development, and employment visas. The next IGC

session will be held in Tashkent. [Arab News 1]

This push coincides with a broader Central Asia

strategy. Kazakhstan’s President Kassym-Jomart

Tokayev was set to make his first state visit to Pakistan

from February 3–4. He is expected to meet President

Asif Ali Zardari, hold talks with Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif, and address the Pakistan–Kazakhstan Business

Forum. Officials say discussions will center on trade

expansion, logistics, and connectivity, as well as

coordination in regional frameworks such as the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization. Despite long-

standing diplomatic ties, bilateral trade remains

modest at about USD 53.7 million in 2024,

underscoring the focus on translating political goodwill

into concrete economic links. [Arab News 2]

Connectivity ambitions are further underlined by

Kazakhstan’s offer to fully finance a proposed Central

Asia–Pakistan railway corridor via Afghanistan. The

planned route would run from Kazakhstan through

Turkmenistan and western Afghanistan, enter Pakistan

at Chaman, and link to Pakistan’s rail network,

providing Central Asian states with overland access to

Karachi and Gwadar ports. Kazakhstan has framed the

project as a commercial investment rather than aid;

the Afghan segment alone is estimated at roughly 687

kilometers, with construction projected to take about

three years once agreements are finalized. [Arab News

3]

Sri Lanka to seek EU leniency in GSP+

review after cyclone losses

(lm) Sri Lanka plans to seek leniency from the

European Union in the ongoing assessment of its

eligibility for the GSP+ trade facility under revised

criteria that will apply after 2027, citing the economic

impact of Cyclone Ditwah. An official said the request

will be raised during the EU’s evaluation process.

The EU currently absorbs over 24 percent of Sri Lanka’s

exports, making continued access to GSP+

economically significant. Sri Lanka is under EU

monitoring for compliance with 27 ratified
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international conventions, alongside additional

requirements under the new framework, including

climate, labor, disability rights, child protection, and

transnational crime conventions. Repeal of the

Prevention of Terrorism Act also remains a condition.

Cyclone Ditwah caused an estimated USD 4.1 billion in

direct damage—around 4 percent of gross domestic

product—to buildings, agriculture, and critical

infrastructure, according to World Bank damage

estimates. Officials argue this shock should be taken

into account when assessing Sri Lanka’s capacity to

meet expanded GSP+ obligations. [Daily Mirror]

Malaysia deploys police officers to South

Sudan for UN Peacekeeping Mission

(ea) Sixteen officers from the Royal Malaysia Police

(PDRM) have been deployed to South Sudan for a one-

year peacekeeping mission under the United Nations

Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). UNMISS operates in

South Sudan to support civilian protection and

institutional rebuilding following prolonged internal

conflict since the country’s independence in 2011. The

delegation, comprising 10 senior officers and six lower-

rank personnel, will serve as individual police officers

(IPOs), with responsibilities that include maintaining

public safety as well as advising and mentoring the

South Sudan National Police Service. Malaysian

authorities described the deployment as a reflection of

international confidence in PDRM’s professionalism,

discipline, and integrity.

Beyond security duties, the mission emphasizes post-

conflict institution-building and human rights-based

policing. Officers are expected to contribute to police

reform efforts, particularly in protecting vulnerable

groups such as women, children and marginalized

communities, while fostering trust and legitimacy in

law enforcement. The deployment continues

Malaysia’s long-standing participation in UN

peacekeeping operations, which began with the

deployment of 14 personnel to the Angola Mission in

1991, followed by the Darfur Mission in 2008, and

UNMISS since 2011. [Bernama]

Malaysia foreign minister embarks

working visit to U.S. for critical minerals

meeting
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(tl) Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan will make 2-day

working visit to the Washington from February 3-4 to

attend Critical Minerals Ministerial meeting, following

the invitation from the U.S. Secretary of State Marco

Rubio. The trip aims to deepen Malaysia-U.S.

cooperation in critical minerals, a sector regarded as

key to sustainable economic growth, technological

advancement and resilient supply chains.

He is expected to hold bilateral Meetings with his

counterparts to explore investment opportunities, joint

research, innovation, capacity building and industrial

cooperation in critical minerals sector. He said that the

visit builds on the Malaysia-U.S. Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership upgraded in October, 2025 and

follows a memorandum of understanding on

diversifying critical minerals supply chains.

Bilateral trade continued to expand in 2025, rising 13

percent year-on-year to MYR 367.47 billion (USD 85.88

billion), driven by strong export growth. [Malay Mail]

ICJ intensifies scrutiny of Myanmar

military conduct as The Gambia

challenges genocide defence

(su/dql) At hearings before the International Court of

Justice (ICJ) in The Hague on January 27, judges raised a

series of detailed legal questions to Myanmar

regarding its military operations against the Rohingya

and its characterization of the Arakan Rohingya

Salvation Army (ARSA). Judges asked Myanmar to

clarify ARSA’s size, structure, representativeness within

the Rohingya population, command hierarchy, and

military capabilities, as well as to provide data on

casualties and material damage attributed to ARSA.

The judges further requested that Myanmar explain

how it defined “supporters” of ARSA, what criteria

soldiers used on the ground to distinguish lawful

military targets from civilians, and how many

casualties, according to Myanmar’s own records, were

classified as ARSA members or supporters, collateral

casualties, or civilians. The questions focused on the

application of international humanitarian law,

particularly the principle of distinction between

combatants and civilians, and related obligations of

proportionality and precaution.

These questions go to the core of the Law of War and

civilian protection, and recalled findings by the UN

Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on

Myanmar, Amnesty International, and other

organizations that have documented systematic
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violations by the Tatmadaw, including a lack of

effective training in international humanitarian law, a

strict top-down command structure, and a pattern of

operations that have resulted in widespread civilian

harm.

The statement argued that the ICJ’s line of questioning

underscores the Court’s scrutiny of Myanmar’s

compliance with international humanitarian law in the

context of the alleged crimes against the Rohingya.

[Mizzima 1]

Meanwhile, the Gambia challenged Myanmar’s defense

by accusing the military of destroying evidence to

conceal the scale of atrocities against the Rohingya in

2017. Its legal team argued that the commonly cited

figure of 10,000 deaths is likely a serious

underestimate and stressed that genocide does not

depend on reaching a numerical death threshold.

Lawyers highlighted evidence of mass killings,

widespread sexual violence, severe physical and

psychological harm, and the forced displacement of

more than 700,000 Rohingya to Bangladesh. They

maintained that these acts meet multiple criteria

under the Genocide Convention and demonstrate an

intent to destroy a substantial part of the Rohingya

group. [Mizzima 2]

Myanmar’s legal team, for its part, argued that the

country’s own justice system is already addressing

abuses linked to the 2017 violence. Lead counsel Alina

Miron said domestic authorities have identified 139

military and civilian cases and have pursued

prosecutions through courts-martial and civilian trials.

She cited prison sentences handed down in cases

involving armed group members and disciplinary

action against security personnel implicated in

incidents in several villages. Miron acknowledged

obstacles, including suspects who remain at large and

investigations slowed by ongoing insecurity and

displaced populations, but maintained that these

challenges do not negate Myanmar’s efforts at

accountability. [Mizzima 3]

ASEAN does not recognize junta-led

election following foreign ministers’

retreat

(su) The Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) has stated that it does not recognize

Myanmar’s recent election, the first held since the

military seized power in 2021. Speaking after the

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat in Cebu on January

30, Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Theresa Lazaro
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said the bloc has not endorsed the junta’s three-phase

election conducted between December 28 and January

25, noting that official results have yet to be formally

announced.

Lazaro emphasized that, “as far as ASEAN’s collective

view is concerned, there is no endorsement at this

point in time,” adding that the bloc does not currently

recognize either the election or the military

administration overseeing it. While acknowledging that

some ASEAN member states viewed the polls as

potentially positive, she stressed that such views did

not amount to formal support. The Philippines

currently chairs ASEAN.

ASEAN continues to bar Myanmar’s ruling generals

from high-level meetings, a policy introduced after the

2021 coup that ousted an elected government.

Myanmar was represented at the retreat by a lower-

level official, and Lazaro said that any change to the

exclusion policy would require consensus among

ASEAN leaders. She also reaffirmed the bloc’s

commitment to the Five-Point Consensus,

underscoring that meaningful political progress

depends on the cessation of violence and inclusive

dialogue among all relevant stakeholders. [Irrawaddy]

German foreign minister visits Singapore

as part of multi-country Indo-Pacific tour

(lm) Germany and Singapore reaffirmed their strategic

partnership during an official visit by German Foreign

Minister Johann Wadephul to Singapore on February 2,

as part of a broader Indo-Pacific tour that also includes

New Zealand, Tonga, Australia, and Brunei.

Wadephul met Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian

Balakrishnan at a working breakfast. Both sides

reaffirmed long-standing cooperation across

economic, defense, and science and technology fields

and reviewed progress under the Singapore–Germany

Strategic Partnership. They reiterated their shared

support for international law, a rules-based

international order, and the multilateral trading

system, and discussed international and regional

developments.

During the visit, the two ministers launched the

Singapore–Germany Year of Innovation, aimed at

expanding cooperation in areas including artificial

intelligence, future and clean technologies, defense

technologies, business and start-up cooperation, and

workforce development. Wadephul also paid a

courtesy call on Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, where
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both sides reaffirmed the importance of the strategic

partnership and discussed ways to intensify

cooperation between Germany, Singapore, ASEAN, and

the European Union. [yahoo!news]

Beyond bilateral ties, the Singapore stop anchors a

broader German push to diversify partnerships, secure

access to critical raw materials, strengthen security

cooperation with “like-minded” middle powers, and

reduce over-dependence on any single market.

Although China is not on the itinerary, it remains an

implicit reference point: Germany’s Indo-Pacific

engagement is closely linked to its China strategy and

its effort to shape a more resilient regional and global

order through expanded partnerships across

Southeast Asia and the wider Indo-Pacific. [Federal

Foreign Office, Germany] [Table.Briefings]

Thailand pushes for recalibrated ASEAN

approach to Myanmar, signals readiness

to mediate

(lm) Thailand has signaled both a willingness to act as a

mediator and a push for ASEAN to recalibrate its

Myanmar policy following the country’s disputed post-

election landscape. Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak

Phuangketkeow said Thailand is prepared to gradually

step up engagement with Myanmar’s military

authorities and other stakeholders, including ethnic

armed groups along the border, and to elevate the

issue within ASEAN if bilateral contacts prove

constructive.

Speaking after consultations with the National Security

Council, Sihasak stressed that Thailand’s long, porous

border with Myanmar makes a passive stance

untenable. Officials reviewed cross-border risks linked

to prolonged instability, including scam operations,

transnational crime, drug trafficking, environmental

damage to shared river systems, and disruptions to

border trade. [Bangkok Post 1]

Earlier, at the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat in the

Philippines, Thailand urged the bloc to adjust its

stance, warning that ASEAN risks losing relevance if it

fails to adapt. While reaffirming the ASEAN Five-Point

Consensus as a baseline, Bangkok argued that it has

produced limited results since Myanmar’s 2021 military

takeover. Thailand proposed a shift toward “calibrated

engagement”: neither endorsing nor rejecting the

election outright, but treating it as a potential entry

point for conditional dialogue tied to measurable steps

such as reduced violence and air strikes, expanded
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humanitarian access, and limited talks with selected

ethnic armed groups.

Thailand also cautioned that continued inaction would

allow external powers to shape outcomes, weakening

ASEAN centrality, and called for reform of the ASEAN

special envoy mechanism, arguing that annual rotation

has undermined continuity. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok

Post 3]

Thailand to host 2026 IMF–World Bank

Annual Meetings; first time since 1991

(bk) Thailand will host the 2026 Annual Meetings of the

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank

Group in Bangkok from October 12 to 18, marking the

country’s first time hosting the event since 1991. The

meetings are expected to bring together finance

ministers and central bank governors from 191

countries, along with an estimated 15,000 to 20,000

participants. The program will include plenary

sessions, meetings of IMF and World Bank committees,

G20 and G24 discussions, and more than 1,000 side

events. [The Nation]

Thailand joins nine countries on US

currency watchlist

(bk) The United States Treasury has added Thailand to

its semi-annual “Monitoring List,” citing a sustained

global current-account surplus and a significant

bilateral trade surplus with the United States. The

review, covering the second half of 2024 and the first

half of 2025, notes Thailand’s current-account surplus

at about 3.8 percent of gross domestic product and

places the country alongside China, Japan, South

Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Vietnam, Germany, Ireland,

and Switzerland.

No country met all three thresholds for enhanced

scrutiny, and Thailand was not designated a currency

manipulator. The Treasury stressed that the

monitoring framework assesses whether exchange-

rate management is conducted symmetrically and

does not target individual economies. [The Nation 1]

[The Nation 2]

Thailand intensifies police cooperation

with Japan and U.S. against trafficking
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and scam networks

(bk/lm) Thai authorities are expanding international

law-enforcement cooperation to address cross-border

human trafficking and related organized crime,

following two parallel initiatives involving Japan and the

United States.

In one case-driven track, senior officials from Japan’s

National Police Agency are set to meet the Royal Thai

Police in Bangkok to improve coordination on child

sexual exploitation and human trafficking. The talks

follow a recent case in which a Thai minor was

exploited in Tokyo, leading to arrests in both countries

and renewed focus on intelligence-sharing, brokerage

networks, and joint investigations. [Bangkok Post]

At the same time, Thai police are deepening strategic

cooperation with the United States to combat

trafficking linked to transnational call center gangs

operating along border areas with Myanmar,

Cambodia, and Laos. In meetings with representatives

of the US Department of State, including the Office to

Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, the Royal

Thai Police outlined plans to deploy artificial

intelligence to screen and analyze travel patterns of

foreign nationals, identify trafficking risks, and disrupt

criminal logistics. Authorities also highlighted the

SHIELD data platform, designed to connect

international information on scam operations,

trafficking networks, investigations, and victims.

US officials expressed particular concern over forced

labor and trafficking associated with call center gangs

and noted that Thailand’s performance is under review

as part of the annual Trafficking in Persons

assessment. [The Nation]

Vietnam and EU upgrade relations to

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

(ms/hn) Vietnam and the European Union have

upgraded relations to a Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership, Vietnam’s highest diplomatic tier, during a

visit by European Council President Antonio Costa,

marking 35 years of diplomatic relations and making

Vietnam the EU’s first such partner in ASEAN. The

move places the EU on the same diplomatic footing as

the United States, China, and Russia in Vietnam’s

foreign policy hierarchy. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam

News 2]

Economically, the partnership builds on the EU–

Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA), under which
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bilateral trade exceeded USD 66–74 billion in 2025, and

aims to accelerate ratification of the EU–Vietnam

Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA). Priority

areas include supply-chain diversification, green and

digital transitions, clean energy, science and

technology, and security cooperation, including

maritime security.

On security and regional order, both sides reaffirmed

support for international law, multilateralism, and

freedom of navigation, explicitly referencing the South

China Sea and adherence to the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Defense

and security dialogue will be expanded to include

maritime security, cybersecurity, crisis management,

and UN peacekeeping cooperation. [Viet Nam News 3]

For Vietnam, the upgrade supports its strategy to

diversify export markets and reduce reliance on the

United States, which absorbs roughly 30 percent of its

exports, as it pursues its goal of becoming a high-

income economy by 2045. For the EU, it strengthens

access to a fast-growing manufacturing hub while

anchoring Indo-Pacific engagement in a legally and

institutionally dense partnership. [Associated Press]

Cambodia–Laos–Vietnam coordinated

party diplomacy, state visits, and

deepening Indochina integration

(lm/hn) Vietnam’s Communist Party General Secretary

To Lam will conduct back-to-back state visits to Laos

and Cambodia in early February, aligning bilateral

diplomacy with a broader trilateral party-diplomatic

push among the three Indochina ruling parties.

On February 5, To Lam will travel to Laos at the

invitation of Thongloun Sisoulith, General Secretary of

the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and President of

Laos. The visit follows Laos’ 12th Party Congress and

Vietnam’s 14th Party Congress, reinforcing political

continuity at the top leadership level. It builds on

Thongloun Sisoulith’s January 26–27 visit to Hanoi,

during which the two sides reviewed bilateral ties and

agreed to advance cooperation frameworks for 2026–

2030. [Viet Nam News 1]

Vietnam–Laos relations are entering what both parties

describe as a new phase of “strategic cohesion”,

covering development, security, and international

integration. Recent agreements and discussions

emphasize regular high-level exchanges, stronger

party-to-party coordination, and accelerated

connectivity projects, including the Vientiane–Hanoi
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Expressway and the Vientiane–Vung Ang railway.

Cooperation has expanded at central and local levels,

including between Hanoi and Vientiane party

committees, alongside defense and border-security

coordination.

Economically, bilateral trade surpassed USD 3 billion in

2025, while Vietnamese investment in Laos exceeds

USD 6.2 billion across 276 projects, keeping Vietnam

among Laos’ leading investors. Border cooperation

plans for 2026–2028 focus on building a shared border

of peace, friendship, and mutual development, with

attention to infrastructure, livelihoods, education,

healthcare, and people-to-people exchanges. [Viet

Nam News 2] [Viet Nam News 3] [The Star]

On February 6, To Lam will be in Cambodia at the

invitation of King Norodom Sihamoni, coinciding with

Cambodia’s hosting of two bilateral party summits and

one trilateral summit involving the Cambodian People’s

Party (CPP), the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV),

and the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP). To

Lam will co-chair a CPV–CPP high-level meeting with

Hun Sen, CPP president and Cambodian Senate

president, and participate in a trilateral ruling-party

summit with Hun Sen and Thongloun Sisoulith. The

meetings will also involve prime ministers, national

assembly leaders, and senior party officials. [Viet Nam

News 4] [Asia News]

Vietnam advances international financial

center diplomacy with Kazakhstan and

Switzerland

(hn/ln) Vietnam is stepping up high-level financial and

economic diplomacy as it prepares to develop

international financial centers, with Permanent Deputy

Prime Minister Nguyen Hoa Binh holding successive

engagements in Switzerland and Kazakhstan in late

January and early February 2026.

In Switzerland, Nguyen Hoa Binh met senior political

leaders, financial regulators, banks, and business

groups as the two countries prepare to mark 55 years

of diplomatic relations in 2026. Discussions focused on

implementing the Comprehensive Partnership

elevated in early 2025, expanding trade and

investment, and strengthening financial cooperation.

Talks with the Swiss National Bank and major financial

institutions addressed regulatory standards, capital

markets, and digital finance, while business meetings

explored deeper industrial and investment ties. The

Vietnamese side also discussed progress toward
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concluding an EFTA–Vietnam free trade agreement,

targeted for 2026, and outlined Vietnam’s plans to

establish international financial centers in Ho Chi Minh

City and Da Nang, seeking Swiss expertise in financial

governance and market development. [Viet Nam

News] [VietnamPlus]

Following this, in Kazakhstan, Nguyen Hoa Binh

worked to operationalize the Strategic Partnership

launched during Party General Secretary To Lam’s visit

in May 2025. Talks with Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of National Economy Serik Zhumangarin

focused on building an economic and financial

connectivity corridor, linking Vietnam’s future

international financial center with the Astana

International Financial Centre (AIFC), a special financial

zone in Astana operating under a common-law-based

legal framework with its own independent court and

arbitration center.

Both sides agreed to establish a Vietnam–Kazakhstan

Business Council in 2026, expand trade beyond wheat

into food and processed products, and position

Kazakhstan and Vietnam as reciprocal gateways to

Central Asia and Europe and Southeast Asia. Meetings

with Samruk-Kazyna, Kazakhstan’s sovereign wealth

fund, explored deeper investment cooperation and

value-chain linkages in sectors such as energy, mining,

telecommunications, and finance. [Voice of Vietnam]

Bangladesh’s interim leader calls for

continuity in cooperation with China

beyond interim government

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad Yunus

has stressed that Bangladesh–China cooperation

should continue uninterrupted despite the imminent

transition from the interim administration to an

elected government, during a meeting with a

delegation from the China-Bangladesh Partnership

Forum in Dhaka.

Yunus underlined continuity in bilateral engagement

across healthcare, infrastructure, digitalization,

biotechnology and investment, signaling policy stability

toward Beijing during the political transition. The

Chinese delegation—comprising senior academics,

investors and executives from sectors including

biomedical sciences, construction, energy, digital

technology and law—expressed interest in expanding

collaboration with Bangladesh.

Health cooperation featured prominently. Yunus

identified healthcare as the interim government’s top
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priority, highlighting opportunities for digital health

systems, vaccine production, and social-business

pharmaceutical models. He reiterated Bangladesh’s

long-standing advocacy for patent-free vaccines,

recalling engagement with China during the COVID-19

period. He also revived a proposal for a regional

“health city” in northern Bangladesh, envisaged as a

cross-border medical hub serving Bangladesh as well

as India, Nepal and Bhutan. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh–India: fishermen repatriated

in reciprocal maritime exchange

(lm) Bangladesh and India have carried out a reciprocal

repatriation of detained fishermen, returning 128

Bangladeshi fishermen from India and 23 Indian

fishermen from Bangladesh. The exchange was

conducted by the Bangladesh Coast Guard and the

Indian Coast Guard at the International Maritime

Boundary Line (IMBL) in the Bay of Bengal. Five

Bangladeshi fishing vessels were returned to

Bangladesh, while two Indian-owned boats were

handed back to India. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh–United States: Washington

signals election neutrality

(lm) The United States has reiterated that it will work

with whichever government is elected by Bangladeshi

voters in the February 12 parliamentary election,

underlining a posture of strict neutrality amid

Bangladesh’s political transition. After meeting the

Chief Election Commissioner, US Ambassador Brent T.

Christensen – who had arrived in Bangladesh just

recently - said the election outcome “belongs solely to

the people of Bangladesh” and stressed that

Washington is not backing any party. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Alongside election-related engagement, the

ambassador has conducted a broad round of political

and security outreach. He paid a courtesy call on the

leader of Jamaat-e-Islami, a major Islamist political

party recently re-legalized after years of restrictions,

discussing elections, reforms, trade, and the Rohingya

refugee issue, and separately met the Chief of Army

Staff to reaffirm long-standing military ties. [Dhaka

Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

In parallel, the ninth Bangladesh–US Land Forces Talks

concluded in Dhaka, with both armies agreeing to

deepen cooperation on training, capacity building,
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technology use, joint exercises, and disaster response.

[Dhaka Tribune 4]

Bhutan and Thailand review development

cooperation and set new priorities

(lm) Bhutan and Thailand held a high-level review

meeting in Thimphu on 29, marking nearly two

decades of structured development cooperation and

setting priorities for the next phase of bilateral

engagement. The meeting assessed ongoing

cooperation in human resource development, public

health, education, agriculture, and technical training,

while also taking stock of broader economic relations,

including work under existing bilateral trade

mechanisms and discussions toward a comprehensive

free trade agreement.

The review was conducted under a formal bilateral

framework established in 2005 to regularly evaluate

development projects and align them with both

governments’ policy priorities, and it complements

other standing mechanisms for trade, agriculture, and

diplomatic consultation. Human resource development

remains the central pillar of cooperation, with

approximately 2000 Bhutanese officials having

participated in Thailand-supported training and

scholarship programs since 2005, alongside expanding

collaboration in health services, tourism, and small and

medium enterprise development. [Kuensel]

Brunei, Singapore Armies hold joint

exercise

(dql) Singapore and Brunei have completed the 28th

Exercise Maju Bersama, a week-long bilateral military

drill held in Brunei with around 240 troops from both

armies. The exercise focused on practical cooperation,

including exchanges on weapon systems, urban

warfare training and a joint field exercise to improve

operational coordination. [Ministry of Defense,

Singapore]

Brunei, Singapore eye joint agri-tech food

zone

(dql) Singapore and Brunei have launched a joint pre-

tender process to appoint consultants for a feasibility

study on creating a Brunei–Singapore Agri-Tech Food
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Zone in Brunei. The proposed zone is intended to

support advanced agricultural production and related

supply chains.

The initiative reflects both governments’ efforts to

deepen bilateral cooperation on food security and

supply chain resilience, with Brunei positioned as a

production base and Singapore contributing

technology, investment and market access. [Singapore

Business Review]

Japan considers extending security

assistance to Cambodia

(dql) Japan is in discussions with Cambodia to extend

its Official Security Assistance (OSA) program, marking

a potential shift toward closer defense and security

cooperation alongside long-standing development ties.

Introduced in 2023, OSA allows Japan to provide non-

lethal equipment, infrastructure support, and capacity-

building to partner militaries in non-conflict areas,

distinct from traditional development aid.

Cambodia has been identified as a priority candidate

as Japan expands OSA within Southeast Asia, backed

by a sharp increase in funding under the current

Japanese government. If approved, Cambodia would

join a small group of ASEAN recipients, reflecting

growing strategic trust between the two countries.

The move builds on the elevation of Japan–Cambodia

relations to a comprehensive strategic partnership in

2023 and decades of Japanese support for Cambodia’s

post-conflict reconstruction, infrastructure, and human

capital.

Defense cooperation has gained momentum under

Prime Minister Hun Manet, whose military background

and ties with Japan’s Self-Defense Forces have

facilitated closer engagement. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia calls for opening embassy in

Pakistan as bilateral ties deepen

(dql) Cambodia and Pakistan have agreed to deepen

bilateral relations following talks between Cambodian

Senate President Hun Sen and Pakistan’s Senate

Chairman Syed Yusuf Raza Gillani in Phnom Penh.

A key outcome was Hun Sen’s call for Cambodia to

open a formal embassy in Islamabad, citing Pakistan’s

early recognition of Cambodian sovereignty in 1952.
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The two sides also witnessed the signing of an MoU

between their Senate secretariats to institutionalize

parliamentary exchanges.

While political ties were described as strong, both

leaders acknowledged that economic relations lag

behind, with bilateral trade standing at about USD 53

million in 2025, and urged greater cooperation in areas

such as tourism and connectivity. [Khmer Times 1]

The meeting was part of Gilani’s four-day official visit to

Cambodia this week aimed to deepen bilateral ties and

expand parliamentary cooperation. Invited by

Cambodian Hun Sen, Gilani is meeting Cambodia’s top

leadership, including the King, prime minister and

parliamentary heads. [Khmer Times 2]

Cambodia’s new MoU with Singapore

boosts cooperation on sustainable

infrastructure

(dql) Cambodia and Singapore have signed a new

memorandum of understanding to deepen

cooperation on sustainable infrastructure

development, renewing and expanding an earlier

partnership launched in 2019.

The agreement between Cambodia’s Ministry of

Economy and Finance and Singapore’s Asian

Infrastructure Institute focuses on improving project

preparation and delivery, strengthening coordination

among stakeholders, building technical capacity, and

attracting private-sector investment. Priority areas

include renewable energy, water supply, waste

management, transport, and logistics. [Khmer Times]

Chinese Coast Guard maintains near-daily

patrols around China-Japan disputed

islands

(dql) China’s Coast Guard has conducted 134 patrol

missions around the Diaoyu / Senkaku Islands over the

past five years, reinforcing its presence near the

disputed East China Sea territory that is administered

by Japan but also claimed by China.

In 2025 alone, the force patrolled the area on 357 out

of 365 days, nearly daily, as part of broader operations

said to protect China’s maritime rights. [Reuters]
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In the lates development, on February 1, Japanese

authorities observed two large China Coast Guard

vessels operating simultaneously in the contiguous

zone just outside Japan’s territorial waters around the

Senkaku Islands — a rare occurrence given the size

and number of ships present. Officials noted that all

four Chinese coast guard ships spotted that day were

armed and this dual deployment reflects an ongoing

expansion of Chinese maritime operations near the

disputed islets. [Japan Forward]

The Diaoyu / Senkaku Islands sit along the so-called

first island chain, a strategically important arc from

Japan through Taiwan to the Philippines that is held by

US allies and serves as a barrier to the outward reach

of China’s expanding navy.

India weighs linking China’s Alipay+ UPI

for cross-border payments

(mis) India is holding discussions with Ant International

over allowing Alipay+ to connect with the country’s

Unified Payments Interface (UPI), a step that would

enable Indian users to make cross-border digital

payments through the domestic system. If approved,

the linkage would allow Indian travelers to use UPI at

overseas merchants already connected to Alipay+,

reducing friction and costs when paying abroad.

The talks involve officials from the Indian government

and central bank and Singapore-based Ant

International, which was founded by China’s Ant Group

but now operates independently. Alipay+ functions as

a global payments network, linking about 1.8 billion

user accounts with more than 150 million merchants

across over 100 markets. UPI, by contrast, dominates

India’s domestic payments landscape, processing close

to 18 billion transactions per month.

For New Delhi, the potential tie-up aligns with a

broader push to extend UPI beyond India’s borders,

particularly to support tourism, the Indian diaspora

and to encourage payments in rupees rather than

through international card networks. Officials said any

final approval would depend on security and data-

protection assessments, reflecting ongoing concerns

tied to digital infrastructure and Alipay’s roots in China.

The discussions also point to a cautious warming in

India-China economic engagement after years of

strained relations following the 2020 border standoff,

which prompted India to tighten scrutiny of Chinese-

linked investment and technology flows. Since last

year, New Delhi has taken incremental steps to
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stabilize ties, including resuming direct commercial

flights, easing visa rules for Chinese professionals and

restarting high-level political dialogue [AiR No. 35,

September/2025, 1] [AiR No. 51, December/2025, 4].

[Reuters] [Times of India]

China’s embassy issues safety warning for

nationals in Japan after Tokyo security

incidents

(may) A fresh security advisory was released by the

Chinese Embassy in Japan following news reports of a

tear gas attack and a major robbery valued at USD 2.73

million involving a Chinese national near Tokyo’s Ueno

area on January 29.

The embassy urged Chinese nationals in Japan to

remain vigilant about personal safety in public spaces

and to be prepared for “self-protection,” raising the

possibility that further travel constraints to Japan may

follow. Chinese nationals were also advised to report

incidents immediately to local police and seek prompt

assistance from Chinese diplomatic missions in Japan.

The embassy has “lodged representations” with

Japanese law enforcement authorities, calling for a

resolution to the case and enhanced protection of the

property and wellbeing of Chinese nationals in Japan.

Ahead of the Lunar New Year mid-February, China’s

foreign ministry had already urged citizens to refrain

from travelling to Japan, citing an apparent

deterioration in public security, including concerns

over the alleged targeting of Chinese nationals and

disaster-related warnings.

China’s moves add to bilateral tensions that have

escalated in the wake of Japanese Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi’s November 7 remarks that a potential

attack on Taiwan could pose a security threat

warranting Japanese military involvement. [Global

Times] [South China Morning Post]

U.S. Secretary of State Rubio accuses

China of profiting from Venezuela’s

collapse

(dql) US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has accused

China of exploiting Venezuela’s economic collapse by

securing heavily discounted oil supplies through

opaque debt-repayment arrangements under the

government of Nicolás Maduro.
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Testifying before the Senate Foreign Affairs

Committee, Rubio argued that Venezuelan crude was

diverted to service debts to Beijing rather than support

domestic recovery, allowing Chinese refiners to access

oil at prices unavailable elsewhere while Venezuela’s

economy deteriorated.

Rubio said these energy arrangements were a central

reason Washington concluded Maduro had to be

removed to restore economic transparency and limit

the influence of rival powers. He grouped China with

Russia and Iran as key beneficiaries of the previous

system and framed recent US actions in Venezuela—

including maritime pressure and a de facto quarantine

on Venezuelan crude—as part of a broader effort to

prevent adversaries from entrenching themselves in

the western hemisphere. [South China Morning Post]

While lawmakers challenged the legality and

diplomatic fallout of US actions, Rubio insisted that

interim authorities in Caracas were cooperating with

Washington on economic reform and reducing foreign

influence. [Reuters]

Trump moves to build U.S. critical

minerals stockpile to counter China

(dql) U.S. President Donald Trump is set to roll out a

new strategic stockpile of critical minerals, with about

$12 billion in initial funding, to reduce American

dependence on Chinese-dominated supplies of

materials such as lithium, nickel and rare earth

elements.

The program, called “Project Vault,” will combine

roughly USD 10 billion in loans from the U.S. Export-

Import Bank with private sector capital to buy and

store essential metals used in electric vehicles,

electronics and defense systems.

Automakers and tech firms have shown interest, and

stockpile management is expected to involve

commodities traders. U.S. rare-earth and critical

minerals stocks climbed on market reaction to the

plan. [Reuters] [Finance & Commerce]

China conditionally clears DeepSeek to

buy Nvidia H200 chips after US approval

(ms) China has given its leading artificial intelligence

startup DeepSeek conditional approval to purchase

Nvidia’s H200 AI chips, people familiar with the matter
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said, following a decision by the Trump administration

earlier this month to allow exports of the processor to

China under strict licensing conditions.

China’s Ministry of Industry and Information

Technology and Ministry of Commerce have approved

the purchase in principle, but final conditions are still

being set by the state planner, the National

Development and Reform Commission, the sources

said. The terms are expected to govern how and where

the chips can be deployed, underscoring Beijing’s

cautious approach to advanced US technology.

The move comes after Washington formally cleared

exports of Nvidia’s H200 chip to China, a step taken

after months of review by US regulators. The Trump

administration allowed the sales on the grounds that

the H200 falls below the performance thresholds

applied to more powerful processors banned under US

export controls, while maintaining requirements on

licensing, end use and compliance reporting.

The H200, Nvidia’s second-most powerful AI chip, has

become a flashpoint in US–China technology relations.

While US approval removed one barrier to sales,

shipments have been delayed as Chinese authorities

weighed domestic security and industrial policy

concerns.

The news follows just days after reports emerged that

China had also approved purchases of more than

400,000 H200 chips by ByteDance, Alibaba and

Tencent, signaling a selective reopening of access for

major technology firms deemed strategically

important. [Digi Times] [Reuters]

U.S. carmaker Ford hold preliminary talks

with China’s Xiaomi on potential EV

cooperation

(mis) U.S. automaker Ford has held preliminary

discussions with China’s major tech company Xiaomi

about a possible partnership in electric vehicles (EV), a

move that would mark a significant test of how far

Chinese carmakers could enter the US market amid

intensifying political and security scrutiny.

According to reporting by the Financial Times, Ford

explored the idea of forming a joint venture with

Xiaomi to manufacture EVs in the US. The talks were

described as early-stage and exploratory. Ford has also

sounded out other Chinese automakers, including

BYD, about potential cooperation in the US. Ford,
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however, publicly rejected the claim, calling the report

“completely false”, while Xiaomi declined to comment.

The reported discussions come as Ford’s chief

executive Jim Farley has repeatedly highlighted the

competitive threat posed by Chinese EV makers. After

having met with Farley at a Ford Truck plant near

Detroit earlier this month, US President Donald Trump

told business leaders that if Chinese companies “want

to come in and build a plant and hire you and hire your

friends and your neighbors, that’s great, I love that.”

However, any partnership involving Xiaomi could be

perceived as highly controversial in Washington.

Lawmakers have warned that cooperation with

Chinese automakers could deepen US dependence on

China and expose supply chains to political leverage.

The Republican chair of the House China committee

said such a deal would risk national security and could

set off a wider shift forcing other US automakers into

partnerships with Chinese firms.

The sensitivity is heightened by existing trade and

technology restrictions. Chinese-built vehicles

effectively face a 100 percent US tariff introduced in

2024, which has been maintained by President Donald

Trump alongside tighter rules on Chinese vehicle

software and hardware.

However, Ford already works with Chinese suppliers,

including a licensing agreement with battery giant

CATL to use its technology in US battery production.

That arrangement has drawn criticism from US

lawmakers, particularly after the Pentagon previously

designated CATL as having alleged military links, which

the company denies. [Financial Times] [Reuters]

Russia reaffirms support for China’s

Taiwan position

(dql) During a visit to Beijing on February 1, Russian

Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu reaffirmed

Moscow’s firm backing of China’s position on Taiwan in

talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, stressing

that Russia views the Beijing as the sole legitimate

government of all China and opposes Taiwanese

independence.

Shoigu criticized what he described as efforts of “ill-

wishers of China” to destabilize the Taiwan Strait and

signaled readiness to deepen policy coordination with

China on security and in international forums. [TASS]
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Wang, for his part, underscored the importance of

stronger strategic communication and mutual support

on core interests as part of broader China–Russia

cooperation, adding that China is ready to “promote a

new phase in China-Russia relations in the new year.”

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese]

The discussions took place against a backdrop of

heightened global tensions, including ongoing efforts

to negotiate an end to the war in Ukraine. [StratNews]

[Reuters]

China, UK stabilize bilateral relations

(mis/ms) British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has

completed the first visit by a UK leader to China in

eight years from January 28 to 31, presenting the trip

as a pragmatic attempt to stabilize ties with the world’s

second-largest economy.

The visit centered on trade access, investment and

market openings rather than security or strategic

alignment. China agreed to grant UK passport holders

visa-free entry for up to 30 days and to halve tariffs on

Scotch whisky from ten to five percent, a move the

British government said could generate around USD

342 million for the UK economy over five years.

London also announced a broader framework for

economic cooperation covering services, healthcare,

green technology, education and food safety.

According to the UK government, these measures

could unlock market-access opportunities worth

roughly USD 3.15 billion over five years, largely by

easing regulatory barriers for British firms operating in

China.

Corporate announcements have reinforced where deal

flow is still likely to cluster: sectors where China offers

scale, demand, or supply-chain leverage that boards

find difficult to ignore even as geopolitics intensifies.

British pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca has

publicized a USD 15 billion China investment plan

through 2030, while UK asset management firm

Schroders has tied up with Contemporary Amperex

Technology Co. Limited (CATL) — a Chinese battery

manufacturing giant — to explore European battery

storage opportunities, highlighting a continued

channel between Western capital and China-linked

industrial capacity.

Furthermore, China is set to lift restrictions it imposed

on a group of British lawmakers, accused of spreading

“lies and disinformation” over Xinjiang. The UK has said
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it will not lift its own sanctions on Chinese individuals

in exchange, and some of the lawmakers involved have

warned against any tradeoff that weakens pressure

over human-rights concerns.

The move lands days after London approved China’s

long-delayed plan to build its largest embassy complex

in Europe — a “mega-embassy” at Royal Mint Court

near the Tower of London — despite objections from

some British and US lawmakers who argued the site’s

scale and proximity to sensitive infrastructure could

raise espionage and intimidation risks. The British

government said security agencies were involved and

that risks could be managed through conditions and

protective measures. Beijing has denied spying

allegations and has pressed for the project since

purchasing the site in 2018, with the approval widely

viewed as a goodwill signal ahead of Starmer’s China

trip. [AiR No. 3, January/2026, 3]

The constraint for policymakers — and a volatility

factor for investors — is that warming ties does not

change the underlying trade dynamics that have

sharpened political sensitivities across the West.

China’s record trade surplus underscores an export-

driven model that can pressure manufacturing bases

abroad, complicating efforts by countries like the UK to

deepen commercial engagement while also insulating

strategic industries and critical infrastructure. [BBC]

[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [The Guardian] [The

Independent]

Australia moves to reclaim Darwin Port as

China warns of consequences

(mis) Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has reaffirmed

Australia’s commitment to bringing the Port of Darwin

back into Australian ownership. Speaking in East Timor

on an official visit on January 28, Albanese said

Canberra remained determined to reverse the 99-year

lease granted in 2015 to Landbridge Group, arguing

that the port’s ownership now clearly touches on

Australia’s national interest.

The port, located in northern Australia and close to key

maritime routes into Southeast Asia, was sold by the

Northern Territory government for AUD 506 million

(roughly USD 356) in 2015, at a time when federal

approval was not required. The decision later drew

criticism from Australian security agencies and the

United States, particularly as the US military expanded

its rotational presence in Darwin and deepened

defense cooperation with Australia, including plans to
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host US bombers and nuclear-powered submarines

under the Aukus pact.

China has reacted sharply to Canberra’s renewed push.

Chinese Ambassador to Australia Xiao Qian warned

that Beijing would “take measures” to protect the

interests of the Chinese company if a forced sale went

ahead.

Under the controlling lease of Landbridge, the harbor

was transformed from displaying a USD 37 million loss

last year to demonstrating a USD 9.6 million profit this

year. Regarding these numbers, Xiao Qian argued:

“When you’re losing money, you want to lease it to a

foreign company and when it’s making money, you

want to take it back? That’s not the way to do

business.”

Relations between Beijing and Canberra have gradually

stabilized since Anthony Albanese took office in 2022,

as his government sought to repair trade ties and

reduce economic frictions with China. Even so, the

long-term lease of the Port of Darwin has remained a

sensitive and unresolved issue in the bilateral

relationship.

China was Australia’s largest trading partner in 2024,

with two-way trade in goods and services reaching USD

219 billion. However, this backdrop has been

complicated starting January 2026 by Beijing’s decision

to impose a 55 percent tariff on beef imports above

quota levels, a step aimed at shielding China’s

domestic producers and one that has drawn criticism

from exporters in Australia as well as in Brazil and

Argentina. [South China Morning Post] [The Guardian]

[Reuters]

Panama court voids Chinese-linked port

concession

(dql) Panama’s Supreme Court has ruled

unconstitutional a long-standing port concession held

by Panama Ports Company, a subsidiary of Hong

Kong–based CK Hutchison, covering ports at both ends

of the Panama Canal. President José Raúl Mulino said

port operations would continue uninterrupted during

the transition, with a subsidiary of Danish global

shipping and logistics company Maersk temporarily

managing the facilities once the concession is formally

terminated, pending a new tender. [Al Jazeera]

The ruling follows a state audit that cited irregularities

in a 25-year extension approved in 2021. While

Panamanian authorities have denied any Chinese
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influence over the canal, the decision aligns with

sustained US pressure to curb Beijing’s perceived

strategic footprint in the waterway, which Washington

frames as a national security concern. Set against

intensifying US–China competition over critical trade

corridors and the Trump administration’s push to

reassert American primacy in the western hemisphere,

the ruling is widely be interpreted as a win for

Washington. [The Guardian] [BBC]

In response, China announced to “take all measures

necessary to firmly protect the legitimate and lawful

rights and interests of Chinese companies.” [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China]

China courts Uruguay as Xi promotes a

multipolar world order

(dql) On February 3, Chinese President Xi Jinping

hosted Uruguayan President Yamandu Orsi in Beijing,

where Xi pushed for advancing an “equal and orderly

multipolar world” and more inclusive globalization.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese]

China and Uruguay elevated their strategic partnership

and signed a series of cooperation agreements

covering trade, science, technology, the environment

and intellectual property.

Uruguay highlighted the deepening economic ties, with

Orsi reaffirming Uruguay’s aim to expand economic

ties beyond merchandise trade to include services and

investment and pointing to significant unrealized

potential in service exports that have performed well

in the United States and Europe but remain

underdeveloped in the Chinese market.

China is Uruguay’s largest market for agricultural

exports, including wood pulp, soybeans and beef. In

the first half of 2025, Uruguay recorded a trade surplus

of USD 187.1 million with China. [Reuters] [StratNews]

The visit by Orsi—leading a large delegation—is the

first from a South American head of state since the

U.S. military’s intervention in Venezuela in January.

India’s Army trains Kyrgyz forces

(dql) Indicative of India’s effort to deepen defense

engagement with Central Asian partners through

capacity-building rather than arms transfers alone,

India’s High Altitude Warfare School (HAWS) has
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completed a two-week specialized training program for

personnel of the Kyrgyzstan Armed Forces, focused on

operating in extreme high-altitude and severe winter

conditions.

The course covered military skiing, avalanche rescue,

casualty evacuation, and the management of high-

altitude medical conditions, while also enabling an

exchange of operational experience and best practices

in mountain warfare and cold-weather survival.

HAWS, established in 1948, is India’s premier

institution for snowcraft and winter warfare, training

Indian troops deployed in demanding environments

such as the Siachen Glacier and Himalayan forward

areas, as well as soldiers from friendly foreign

countries. [The Tribune]

Modi-Trump phone call sets stage for U.S.

tariff cut tied to India’s pledge to scale

back Russian oil

(dql) US President Donald Trump announced plans to

lower tariffs on Indian goods to about 18 percent

following a phone call with Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on February 2, framing the move as

part of a broader understanding reached directly

between the two leaders. According to Trump, Modi

agreed during the call to gradually reduce India’s

purchases of Russian oil, prompting Washington to roll

back punitive duties that had been imposed to

pressure New Delhi over its energy ties with Moscow.

The pledge represents a significant but difficult shift

for India, which currently sources more than a third of

its crude from Russia—around 1.5 million barrels per

day—largely because of steep discounts and logistical

proximity. Trump said India would seek to replace

Russian oil mainly with supplies from the United States

and Venezuela, though analysts question how quickly

this can happen given Venezuela’s constrained

production capacity and the scale of India’s demand.

Beyond energy, Trump said Modi agreed to sharply cut

India’s tariffs on US goods, remove unspecified non-

tariff barriers, and substantially increase Indian

investment and purchases from the United States to

more than USD 500 billion.

In a separate post on X, Modi publicly confirmed the

understanding and welcomed the tariff cut, thanking

Trump for lowering duties on “Made in India” products

and portraying the decision as a win for India’s 1.4

billion people. He emphasized that closer US–India
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cooperation would unlock significant economic

opportunities and described Trump’s leadership as

important for global peace, stability, and prosperity,

adding that India supports US efforts for peace and

aims to deepen the bilateral partnership. [Narendra

Modi, X] [CNN] [Asia News Network] [The Tribune]

The announcement comes after India and the

European Union (EU) concluded a landmark trade deal,

widely seen as especially reflecting Brussel’s drive for

strategic autonomy by lowering dependence on both

the US and China while deepening economic ties with

politically aligned partners (see AiR No. 4,

January/2026, 4). [Lowy Institute] [Asia Sentinel]

[Decode 39]

It also comes as India’s External Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar is visiting the U.S. this week to participate in

a Critical Minerals Ministerial convened by US

Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Washington, D.C. The

meeting is intended to strengthen cooperation on

critical mineral supply chains—materials essential for

clean energy, defence, advanced technologies, and

economic security—by enhancing resilience,

diversification, and reducing dependence on dominant

suppliers such as China. [Department of State, USA]

[Ministry of External Affairs, India]

In addition to attending the multilateral session,

Jaishankar is expected to hold bilateral talks with

senior U.S. administration officials, highlighting

growing strategic convergence between India and the

U.S. over supply-chain security and industrial

cooperation. The trip comes amid India’s recent policy

push—including customs duty exemptions and tax

incentives for critical mineral processing and rare earth

development—to boost domestic capacity and global

partnerships. [The Tribune]

India–U.S. defense ties deepen with new

aircraft maintenance facility in Bengaluru

(dql) India and the United States are deepening their

military-industrial collaboration with the establishment

of a new heavy-lift aircraft maintenance, repair and

overhaul (MRO) facility in Bengaluru, southern India.

The center — a joint effort between Indian firm Tata

Advanced Systems and U.S. aerospace company

Lockheed Martin — will support C-130J Super Hercules

transport aircraft by providing advanced depot-level

sustainment, structural repairs, avionics upgrades, and

technician training.
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This will allow India to conduct heavy maintenance

domestically rather than sending aircraft overseas. The

facility is scheduled to be operational in early 2027 and

is expected to enhance capabilities not only for the

Indian Air Force (which operates 12 C-130Js) but also

for regional C-130 operators. [Indo-Pacific Defense

Forum]

Germany’s Development Bank to expand

India investments

(dql) The German Investment and Development

Corporation — Germany’s development finance

institution for the private sector — plans to expand its

investment exposure in India to around USD 1.07

billion over the coming years. This would increase

India’s share in DEG’s global portfolio from roughly five

percent to seven percent.

India has been identified as a priority market due to its

strong growth outlook, contained inflation, and

progress in trade talks between India and the

European Union. DEG intends to split future

investments evenly between equity and debt financing.

Because it cannot yet issue loans denominated in

Indian rupees, it will continue to support Indian

companies through offshore or USD dollar-

denominated bonds. Investment activity will focus on

infrastructure, renewable energy, financial services,

manufacturing, and agriculture. [Reuters]

Indian foreign minister, Palestinian

counterpart discuss Gaza Peace plan and

bilateral ties

(dql) On January 30, India’s External Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar met with Varsen Aghabekian Shahin, the

Palestinian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates,

in New Delhi, where they exchanged views on the Gaza

peace plan, ongoing regional developments, and

bilateral cooperation. [Ministry of External Affairs,

India]

The discussion occurred alongside the second India–

Arab Foreign Ministers’ Meeting amid continuing

tensions in West Asia (see article in this edition).

Shahin highlighted the severe humanitarian crisis in

the Gaza Strip and urged more urgent global action.

She stressed that any pathway for Gaza should align

with the New York Declaration to promote Palestinian
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territorial unity and advance a political solution based

on a two-state framework.

Both leaders reaffirmed their countries’ humanitarian

concerns: Shahin praised India’s development

assistance, including joint projects, while Jaishankar

expressed India’s willingness to support relief and

recovery efforts and referenced India’s strengths in

technology and capacity-building. [The Tribune]

India, Venezuela agree to expand ties

(dql) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and

Venezuela’s Acting President Delcy Rodríguez held a

phone conversation on January 30, in which they

agreed to strengthen and broaden the bilateral

relationship across multiple sectors. [Ministry of

External Affairs, India]

The discussion — the first between the two leaders

since Venezuela’s President Nicolás Maduro was

removed and detained by the United States — covered

cooperation in trade, investment, energy, digital

technology, health, agriculture and people-to-people

ties. Both sides also touched on regional and global

issues of shared interest and emphasized closer

cooperation on matters affecting the Global South.

[NDTV]

The phone conversation took place as India reduces its

purchases of Russian crude oil, while the United States

is urging New Delhi to resume imports of Venezuelan

crude to offset a potential supply shortfall. This

outreach reflects a shift in U.S. policy. Washington had

previously imposed 25 per cent tariffs on countries,

including India, for purchasing Venezuelan oil, but has

since eased its position following the U.S. operation

that led to the removal and detention of President

Nicolás Maduro and increased U.S. influence over

Venezuela’s oil sector.

India’s imports of Russian crude — once about 1.2

million barrels per day — are expected to decline

sharply in the coming months as refiners diversify

supplies toward the Middle East, Africa and South

America. [Reuters]

India and Venezuela have maintained long-standing

ties, with energy — particularly oil — at the core of

their relationship since the early 2000s. Venezuela was

once a major crude supplier to India, at times

accounting for a large share of its exports, as Indian

refiners processed significant volumes of heavy oil.
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This trade declined sharply after stricter U.S. sanctions

in the late 2010s forced Indian companies to scale back

purchases. By FY 2024–25, India’s crude imports from

Venezuela had dropped by over 80 per cent, keeping

overall bilateral trade limited. In FY 2025, India

imported about USD 364.5 million worth of goods from

Venezuela, mainly crude oil, while exports — led by

pharmaceuticals — totaled roughly USD 95 million.

[India Today]

Indonesia completes tariff talks with

Washington, deal awaits Prabowo–Trump

sign-off

(jn/lm) Indonesia has concluded substantive

negotiations with the United States on a new bilateral

tariff arrangement, with talks now entering the final

legal-drafting phase and formalization pending a

leaders’ meeting between President Prabowo Subianto

and U.S. President Donald Trump. Indonesian officials

say no timetable has yet been set for the signing, citing

scheduling constraints, but stress that the negotiations

themselves are effectively concluded.

Under the agreed framework, the United States will

reduce reciprocal tariffs on Indonesian goods from 32

percent to 19 percent. In return, Indonesia has offered

significant trade concessions aimed at narrowing its

surplus with the U.S., which reached USD 16.5 billion in

January–November 2025 and around USD 18 billion in

2024. These concessions include relaxing restrictions

on U.S. car imports, removing non-tariff barriers such

as local-content requirements in sectors including

information and communication technology, medical

equipment, and data-center hardware, expanding fuel

imports from the U.S. at the expense of Singapore, and

guaranteeing zero tariffs for Indonesian palm oil

exports to the U.S. [Jakarta Globe]

At the same time, Jakarta has rejected several U.S.

demands it considers incompatible with its

constitution or foreign-policy principles. These include

requests to purchase U.S. drones for South China Sea

monitoring, to align Indonesia’s South China Sea policy

more closely with U.S. preferences, and to seek U.S.

consent before concluding digital trade agreements

with third countries. Indonesian officials have

emphasized that these issues fall outside the scope of

tariff negotiations and conflict with Indonesia’s

“independent and active” foreign-policy doctrine.

[Tempo]

The talks have unfolded alongside heightened

diplomatic engagement, including Prabowo’s public
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interaction with Trump at the World Economic Forum

in Davos and Indonesia’s decision to join the Trump-

initiated Board of Peace.

Japan, UK agree to deepen defense and

economic cooperation

(dql) During a summit meeting between Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi and visiting Prime Minister Keir Starmer

on January 31, Britain and Japan agreed to deepen

defense and economic cooperation, underscoring a

shared focus on security cooperation across both the

Euro-Atlantic and Indo-Pacific regions. It was Starmer’s

first trip to Japan since he became prime minister in

July 2024. [Prime Minister’s Office, Japan]

The two sides plan to hold a joint foreign and defense

ministers’ meeting this year and to coordinate more

closely on regional flashpoints, including the Indo-

Pacific, the Middle East and Ukraine.

Economic security featured prominently, with both

leaders stressing the urgency of strengthening supply

chains, particularly for critical minerals, reflecting

growing concern over China’s dominance of rare

earths and their strategic implications. The meeting

also reinforced Japan and Britain’s broader alignment

on defense industrial cooperation, including their joint

next-generation fighter jet project with Italy.

The two countries also agreed to step up strategic

cooperation on cybersecurity and to establish a new

consultation mechanism to deepen collaboration in

space.

Tokyo and London have moved to tighten defense

cooperation in recent years as China’s growing

influence and Russia’s war against Ukraine reshape the

global security landscape, united by the belief that

stability in the Indo-Pacific and the Euro-Atlantic

regions is closely linked.

The two countries have also expanded economic ties,

particularly after Britain’s exit from the European

Union in 2020. Total bilateral trade stood at USD 42.2

billion in the year ending the second quarter of 2025.

This deepening cooperation was underscored in 2024,

when the UK joined the Japan-led Comprehensive and

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership,

established in 2018 following the US withdrawal under

President Donald Trump.

The talks followed Starmer’s high-profile trip to China

(see article in this edition) and came amid U.S.
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warnings about closer Western engagement with

Beijing, highlighting Britain’s attempt to balance ties

with China while reinforcing alliances with key

partners.

They came as Japan has seen relations with China

become more strained after Takaichi’s remarks in

November suggesting Tokyo could become involved if

China were to take military action. [The Japan Times]

[South China Morning Post] [Anadolu Ajansı]

UAE President cancels Japan visit

(dql) United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Mohamed

bin Zayed has canceled a planned state visit to Japan,

officially citing domestic reasons but widely seen as

linked to escalating tensions between the United

States and Iran.

The decision comes amid heightened regional anxiety

over a possible military confrontation, following

warnings from Iran’s leadership and U.S. threats of

force if nuclear negotiations fail.

Signs of broader precautionary positioning are

emerging across the region: some Japanese energy

firms are avoiding a major gas conference in Qatar due

to security concerns, while oil prices remain volatile,

reflecting both conflict risk and tentative diplomatic

signals. At the same time, Gulf intermediaries,

including Qatar, appear to be engaging Tehran in de-

escalation talks, with the UAE publicly endorsing

dialogue as a path to regional stability. [The Japan

Times]

Laos plans to open embassy in Timor-

Leste

(dql) Laos is moving forward with plans to open an

embassy in Timor-Leste, seeking to deepen relations

with ASEAN’s newest member.

The issue was discussed during a January visit by Lao

Deputy Foreign Minister Phongsamouth Anlavan to

Dili, where both sides agreed to accelerate the

embassy’s establishment and broaden cooperation in

areas such as economic development, agriculture,

training and human resources.

Timor-Leste has already allocated land and property

for the embassy, building on earlier agreements,
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including a land exchange deal and a visa-free travel

arrangement. [The Laotian Times]

Japan donates sea ambulance to Maldives

(lm) Japan has donated a sea ambulance to the

Maldives to improve emergency healthcare access

across the country’s dispersed islands. The vessel was

handed over on February 2 under Japan’s Grant Aid for

Economic and Social Development and received by the

Maldivian Ministry of Defence. The donation follows

Japan’s November 2025 transfer of a patrol vessel to

the Maldives Customs Service, indicating continued

Japanese support for Maldivian public-service and

maritime infrastructure. [The Sun]

Japan, Mongolia seek fast-track expansion

of Chinggis Khaan Airport

(fs) Minister of Road and Transport Delgersaikhan

Borkhuu of Mongolia held talks with Japan’s

Ambassador to Mongolia Masaru Igawahara and

representatives of the Japan International Cooperation

Agency.

During the meeting, Borkhuu stressed the urgency of

increasing the capacity of Chinggis Khaan International

Airport, the largest air facility in Mongolia, using Japan’s

concessional yen loan. He highlighted congestion

caused by rising domestic and international traffic,

including baggage claim delays and disruptions to

domestic flights, and proposed amending the existing

bilateral agreement to start construction earlier and

fast-track feasibility and planning studies through

2039.

Mongolia currently operates flights to 56 international

destinations under 50 air services agreements, with

transit passenger numbers also growing. Chinggis

Khaan International Airport, originally designed to

handle 1.6 million passengers per year, processed 2.4

million passengers in 2025. [Montsame]

Mongolia, South Korea discuss steps to

deepen strategic partnership

(fs) Mongolia’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Amartuvshin Gombosuren met with Ambassador of
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South Korea to Mongolia Choi Jin-won on January 26 to

review bilateral relations and cooperation.

During the meeting, Gombosuren reaffirmed

Mongolia’s commitment to strengthening the bilateral

Strategic Partnership at all levels and discussed ways

to accelerate high-level and working-level visits,

advance cooperation projects and programs planned

for 2026, and improve conditions for people-to-people

exchanges.

Choi, for his part, stated that he is actively working to

further expand Mongolia-South Korea relations, noting

that increased mutual visits are important for building

trust, enhancing economic cooperation, and

strengthening ties between the two countries’ peoples.

[Open.kg]

On a separate development, Mongolia’s Minister of

Health Chinburen Jigjidsuren met South Korea’s Vice

Minister of Health and Welfare Lee Hyung-hoon to

discuss future bilateral cooperation in the health

sector. The two sides agreed to revive the annual

Ministerial Consultative Meeting, to be held in Seoul in

March, and outlined priorities for closer institutional

coordination.

Talks focused on improving support for Mongolian

citizens seeking medical treatment in South Korea,

amid a growing number of such patients. The officials

also discussed expanding opportunities for Mongolian

doctors and medical staff to participate in short-,

medium-, and long-term professional training

programs in South Korea, as well as enhancing access

to quality medicines and medical equipment.

[Montsame]

Mongolia, Vietnam review progress on

bilateral agreements, trade cooperation

(fs) Foreign Policy Advisor to the President of Mongolia

Odbayar Erdenetsogt met with Ambassador of

Vietnam to Mongolia Nguyen Doan Thang to review

the implementation of agreements reached during the

2023 state visit of President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa to

Vietnam and the 2024 visit of Vietnamese President To

Lam to Mongolia. The discussions focused on

advancing commitments made by governments and

institutions of both countries to expand bilateral

cooperation.

Thang noted progress in food and agriculture

cooperation, highlighting Mongolia’s export of 100 tons

of goat meat to Vietnam last year. The meeting also
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addressed accelerating the agreed action plan and

strengthening cooperation in trade, economic

relations, culture, and education. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Croatia strengthen

parliamentary, bilateral cooperation

(fs) A delegation of members of the Mongolian

parliament led by Chair of the Mongolia-Croatia

Parliamentary Friendship Group Aldarjavkhlan Jukov

paid a working visit to Croatia from January 26 to 29 at

the invitation of Chair of the Croatia-Mongolia

Parliamentary Friendship Group Predrag Štromar. The

visit aimed to advance parliamentary cooperation and

broaden bilateral relations.

Jukov underscored Mongolia’s interest in strengthening

ties between the two legislatures through regular

exchanges and cooperation. Štromar described

Mongolia as an important Asian partner and stated

that geographical distance should be seen as an

opportunity to deepen relations.

The Mongolian delegation also met with Deputy

Speaker of the Croatian Parliament Željko Reiner, who

welcomed growing political trust and expressed

readiness to enhance cooperation at all levels.

Discussions recalled a 2025 visit to Mongolia by

Croatian officials, which included inter-ministerial

consultations.

Additional meetings were held with Croatia’s Minister

of Foreign and European Affairs, representatives of the

Croatian Chamber of Economy, and the Mayor of

Zadar to discuss broader cooperation. [Montsame]

Myanmar and Pakistan discuss expanding

cooperation across key sectors

(su) Myanmar and Pakistan have discussed

strengthening bilateral relations and expanding

cooperation in a range of sectors, including economy,

trade, agriculture and livestock, energy, tourism, and

culture. The talks took place during a meeting on

January 27 between a Myanmar delegation led by

Union Minister for Foreign Affairs U Than Swe and

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif

in Islamabad, on the sidelines of U Than Swe’s official

visit at the invitation of Pakistan’s Deputy Prime

Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar.
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According to official sources, the two sides also

exchanged views on enhancing coordination in

regional and international forums, including within the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and

on promoting mutually beneficial cooperation

frameworks aimed at deepening overall bilateral

engagement. [Eleven Myanmar]

Central banks of Myanmar and Thailand

discuss financial cooperation to support

trade and investment

(su) Myanmar and Thailand have discussed

strengthening bilateral financial and monetary

cooperation to facilitate trade and investment between

the two countries. The talks took place on January 27

during a courtesy call by Thailand’s outgoing

ambassador to Myanmar, Mongkol Visitstump, on the

Governor of the Central Bank of Myanmar, Than Than

Swe, in Naypyitaw.

According to official sources, the meeting focused on

enhancing cooperation between the two central banks

in areas related to financial stability, monetary

coordination, and mechanisms to support cross-

border commercial activities.

Deputy governors of the Central Bank of Myanmar and

senior departmental officials also attended the

discussions. [Eleven Myanmar]

UK marks coup anniversary, reiterates

calls for civilian protection and political

dialogue

(su) The United Kingdom has marked the fifth

anniversary of Myanmar’s February 2021 military coup

by reiterating concern over the country’s deteriorating

political and humanitarian situation. In a statement on

February 1, UK Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper said

the overthrow of the democratically elected

government led by Aung San Suu Kyi had overturned

the will of the people and stripped them of political

freedoms, while conditions on the ground continue to

worsen.

The statement highlighted the humanitarian impact of

the crisis, noting that around half of Myanmar’s

children are out of school and that women and girls

face ongoing violence. It also pointed to the growth of

drug production and cyber scam activities, which the
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UK said have international implications. The UK

described the military-run elections held recently as

neither free nor fair, adding that further steps are

required to meet the aspirations of the Myanmar

people.

The UK called on all parties to protect civilians and

urged the military authorities to end airstrikes, allow

unhindered humanitarian access, release political

prisoners, and engage in genuine dialogue toward a

democratic transition. The statement reaffirmed

continued UK support for the people of Myanmar and

for regional efforts to resolve the crisis.

According to the UK government, more than GBP 190

million has been provided in humanitarian assistance,

healthcare, education, and civil society support since

the coup. London has also used its role as penholder

on the United Nations Security Council to convene

multiple meetings on Myanmar in 2025 and has co-

sponsored resolutions at the UN Human Rights Council

and the UN General Assembly addressing human

rights violations and calling for the release of

detainees. The UK further reiterated its support for

Association of Southeast Asian Nations leadership on

the crisis, including implementation of the Five-Point

Consensus. [Mizzima]

India delivers second tranche of election

assistance to Nepal ahead of polls

India has delivered a second tranche of election-

related assistance to Nepal, handing over more than

250 vehicles to support logistics and security

preparations for upcoming national elections

scheduled for March 5. A first tranche was delivered

earlier in January, with further batches expected in the

coming weeks. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal’s President Paudel undertakes first

state visit to Japan as both mark 70 years

of diplomatic ties

(lm) President Ramchandra Paudel has begun his first

bilateral state visit to Japan, a four-day trip centered on

commemorating 70 years of Nepal–Japan diplomatic

relations. Nepali officials have stressed that the visit is

symbolic and relationship-focused, with no

agreements expected to be signed.
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During the visit, Paudel is scheduled to attend

anniversary events hosted by the Japanese

government, hold a courtesy audience with Emperor

Emperor Naruhito, and meet Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi and senior foreign affairs officials. His

program also includes meetings with Japanese

business leaders and a reception organized by Nepal’s

embassy in Tokyo, underscoring the economic and

people-to-people dimensions of the relationship.

Japan is one of Nepal’s largest and longest-standing

development partners, providing grants, concessional

loans, official development assistance, technical

cooperation, and support for major infrastructure

projects. Ties are further reinforced by extensive social

links: Nepal’s diaspora in Japan exceeds 233,000

people, and Nepali students form one of the largest

foreign student groups in the country. [The

Kathmandu Post] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Bangladesh and Pakistan explore

cooperation on overseas employment and

skills development

(lm) Bangladesh and Pakistan have held talks on

expanding cooperation in overseas employment and

human resource development, signaling a further

warming of bilateral ties since the political transition in

Dhaka in August 2024. The discussions took place on

the sidelines of the Abu Dhabi Dialogue and brought

together Pakistan’s minister responsible for overseas

employment and Bangladesh’s adviser for expatriates’

welfare.

Both sides focused on practical coordination rather

than formal agreements, exchanging views on shared

challenges faced by migrant workers, skills training,

recruitment systems, and reintegration of returning

workers. Pakistani officials outlined the role of the

National Vocational and Technical Training

Commission, while the Bangladeshi delegation shared

experience from its Technical Training Centers, which

underpin Bangladesh’s large-scale labor exports.

Officials also explored broader cooperation in

education, health, tourism, and trade, and agreed to

maintain regular dialogue. [Arab News]

Pakistani prime minister meets Myanmar

foreign minister

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-ijk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-ijk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-iju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdrhdjy-l-itl/


(lm) Pakistan’s prime minister met Myanmar’s foreign

minister in Islamabad as Pakistan steps up

engagement with ASEAN, seeking broader cooperation

in trade, investment, security, and people-to-people

ties. The talks emphasized expanding economic links

alongside education, culture, and capacity-building,

reflecting Islamabad’s push to diversify partnerships

beyond South Asia.

Myanmar is among Pakistan’s closer partners in

Southeast Asia, notably through long-standing defense

cooperation, including early purchases of Pakistan–

China jointly produced fighter aircraft—ties Islamabad

now hopes to leverage as interest in its defense

exports has increased since the May 2025 India–

Pakistan conflict. Officials say multiple countries have

since entered discussions over potential purchases.

[Arab News]

Pakistan and Azerbaijan close to finalizing

USD 2 billion investment deal

(lm) Pakistan says it is close to finalizing a USD 2 billion

investment agreement with Azerbaijan, as Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif met Khalaf Khalafov, President

Ilham Aliyev’s representative on special assignments, in

Islamabad. The talks form part of Islamabad’s broader

push to attract large-scale foreign investment to

stabilize the economy and strengthen energy security.

The prospective deal builds on deepening bilateral ties,

particularly in the energy sector. Azerbaijan’s state

energy company SOCAR already has a presence in

Pakistan through SOCAR Trading, which supplies up to

one liquefied natural gas cargo per month without

take-or-pay obligations, giving Pakistan greater

flexibility in managing imports and price volatility.

The meeting also reaffirmed political alignment

between the two countries. Azerbaijan thanked

Pakistan for its diplomatic support during the 2020

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, while reiterating its

backing of Pakistan’s position on Kashmir. [Arab News]

Pakistan–Türkiye ties: defense

engagement precedes trade push

(lm) Pakistan and Türkiye have reinforced their

strategic relationship with renewed military-to-military

engagement, followed by efforts to deepen trade

cooperation. Pakistan’s army chief Asim Munir recently
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met the Turkish General Staff chief to discuss

expanding defense collaboration, including training,

joint exercises, and capacity building, against the

backdrop of heightened regional security tensions.

Both sides underscored close coordination and

satisfaction with the trajectory of bilateral defense ties.

[Arab News 1]

Building on this broader partnership, Islamabad has

asked Türkiye to increase rice import volumes as

global prices come under pressure from aggressive

competition by India and Vietnam. Pakistan said it is

prioritizing export volumes over price maximization to

protect farmer incomes, citing a strong harvest and

sufficient surplus. The government proposed pricing-

support mechanisms and discussed government-to-

government channels, private-sector facilitation, and

fuller use of tariff-rate quotas under the Pakistan–

Türkiye Preferential Trade Agreement. Türkiye

welcomed the proposals and reiterated interest in

expanding bilateral trade toward the USD 5 billion

target set by both sides. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan seeks to finalize labor

agreement with Kuwait

(lm) Pakistan says it is ready to sign a long-negotiated

labor cooperation agreement with Kuwait, potentially

during an upcoming visit by Kuwait’s crown prince, as

Islamabad intensifies efforts to secure overseas

employment opportunities for Pakistani workers. The

commitment was conveyed by the federal minister for

overseas Pakistanis during talks with Kuwait’s labor

authorities, reflecting Pakistan’s broader strategy to

stabilize remittance inflows and ease domestic

employment pressures.

A central request in the discussions was access for

Pakistan to Kuwait’s Public Authority for Manpower

digital portal, which manages foreign worker

recruitment, permits, and employer registration. Direct

access would allow Pakistani authorities and licensed

recruiters to streamline hiring, reduce delays, and curb

irregular recruitment practices. [Arab News]

Pakistan reiterates support for closer

defense ties and stability in Libya

(as) Pakistan’s Chief of Defence Forces, Asim Munir,

met Libyan National Army commander Khalifa Haftar,

and Libya’s Prime Minister Osama Saad Hammad in
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Rawalpindi on February 2 to discuss regional security

dynamics and deepen defense cooperation between

Pakistan and Libya’s armed forces.

The Libyan National Army (LNA), led by Haftar, controls

much of eastern Libya, including its political and

military structures through the rival Government of

National Stability, based in Tobruk. This eastern

administration operates alongside, and in competition

with, the internationally recognized Government of

National Unity (GNU) in Tripoli that governs western

Libya — a division that has persisted since Libya’s civil

conflict following the 2011 uprising. Haftar and the LNA

maintain de facto control of the east and its security

forces, while the UN continues to recognize the Tripoli-

based government as Libya’s legitimate authority.

The meetings followed Munir’s visit to eastern Libya in

December 2025 and took place amid unconfirmed

media reports of a possible large-scale Pakistani arms

deal with the LNA, reportedly involving aircraft such as

JF-17 fighter jets and Super Mushak trainers. No official

confirmation has been issued by either side. Any such

transfers would require UN approval due to the arms

embargo on Libya in place since 2011. [Arab News]

[Radio Pakistan]

Philippines, China hold bilateral talks

ahead of ASEAN COC meetings

(ab) The Philippines and China met bilaterally last week

for a “candid exchange of views on bilateral relations,

maritime-related matters, and regional and

international issues of mutual interest,” according to

the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines.

The meeting took place on the sidelines of the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Senior

Officials’ Meeting on the Implementation of the

Declaration on the Code of Conduct in the South China

Sea. [Rappler]

The Philippine government also recently announced a

free-entry visa for Chinese nationals, a move that aims

to strengthen people-to-people relations between the

two countries. As of today, Chinese travelers can visit

the Philippines and stay up to fourteen days without

obtaining visa documentation. The visa-free privilege

will be valid for entry only through the Ninoy Aquino

International Airport (NAIA) in Manila and the Mactan-

Cebu International Airport (MCIA) in Cebu. According to

the Philippine embassy website, the visa-free entry

arrangement will be in effect and valid for one year
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and will be subjected for a subsequent review before it

expires. [Global Times] [Philippine Embassy]

Philippines, US conduct joint drills in

South China Sea

(ab) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), joined

by the U.S. Navy, conducted the first military drill of

2026 between Washington and Manila. The naval

exercises took place in the contested Scarborough

Shoal in the South China Sea from January 25-26, 2026.

Maritime disputes over Scarborough Shoal have long

been a source of tension between China and the

Philippines in the South China Sea, as both countries

claim the disputed area.

Participating unites from the United States included

the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS John Finn and

the P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol and reconnaissance

aircraft, joined by the Philippine Navy Jose Rizal-class

guided-missile frigate BRP Antonio Luna, Philippine Air

Force FA-50 aircraft, A-29 Super Tucano aircraft, and

Philippine Coast Guard offshore patrol vessel BRP

Gabriela Silang.

The joint exercises involved coordinated military

communication between the two militaries, night

operations, passing exercises, surface warfare, and

underway replenishment. The bilateral activity reflects

the close defense ties between the United States and

the Philippines under the Marcos administration.

China’s expanding assertiveness in the South China

Sea has prompted the Philippines to strengthen

regional deterrence through allies and partners and

enhance preparedness for any potential attack from

adversaries. [USNI News]

Following the U.S.-Philippine joint drill, the People’s

Liberation Army organized conducted naval and air

patrols near the Scarborough Shoal, known as

Huangyan Dao in Chinese. As part of the combat

readiness exercise, the patrol featured an H-6K

strategic bomber equipped with YJ-12 anti-ship

missiles, alongside with a Type 055 guided-missile

destroyer. The deployment was widely viewed as a

response to the recent drills between the United States

and the Philippines. [Beijing Times]

Filipino-America activist returns to US

after weeks in Philippine military custody
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(ms) Filipino-American activist Chantal Anicoche has

returned to the United States following nearly three

weeks in the custody of the Philippine military, ending

an episode that has drawn scrutiny from human rights

groups, overseas Filipino organizations, and US

lawmakers.

Anicoche had been in the Philippines on a volunteer

mission working with indigenous Mangyan

communities and farmers in Occidental Mindoro when

she went missing on Jan. 1, 2026, following a Philippine

military airstrike in Barangay Cabacao, Abra de Ilog.

The operation, conducted by the Armed Forces of the

Philippines, was linked by the military to

counterinsurgency activities but resulted in the deaths

of five civilians and the displacement of nearly 200

families, according to local rights monitors.

For more than a week after the incident, Anicoche’s

whereabouts were unknown, prompting alarm among

advocacy groups who described her case as a possible

enforced disappearance. On Jan. 8, the military

released a video showing Anicoche emerging from a

dugout shelter, claiming she had hidden for eight days

following the bombing. Rights organizations

questioned the authenticity of the footage and alleged

it was staged, raising concerns about coercion and

treatment while she was under military control.

The Philippine military later acknowledged that

Anicoche had been in its custody. Advocacy groups,

including overseas Filipino organizations in the US,

mounted protests at Philippine consulates in several

cities, calling for her immediate release and an

independent investigation into the Mindoro operation.

They cited past cases in which activists were allegedly

subjected to abuse after being labeled as insurgent

sympathizers.

Philippine immigration authorities said Anicoche was

issued an “order to leave” rather than formally

deported. The military stated that she was reunited

with her mother at Camp Capinpin in Rizal province

before flying back to the United States on Jan. 30.

While her departure has brought relief to supporters,

unresolved questions remain. Human rights groups

continue to call for an independent inquiry into the

Jan. 1 bombing, the civilian casualties it caused, and

the legal basis for Anicoche’s detention. The episode

has renewed broader concerns over military

operations, red-tagging of activists, and the protection

of civilians in counterinsurgency zones in the

Philippines. [PhilStar]
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Seychelles president to undertake state

visit to India marking 50 years of

diplomatic ties

(lm) President Patrick Herminie will undertake a State

Visit to India from February 5 to 10, marking 50 years

of diplomatic relations between Seychelles and India.

The visit takes place at the invitation of Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and follows Herminie’s

participation in an international summit in Dubai.

During the visit, Herminie is scheduled to hold high-

level talks with Prime Minister Modi, President

Droupadi Murmu, and senior members of the Indian

government. Discussions are expected to focus on

deepening cooperation in healthcare, capacity

building, trade and investment, climate and

environmental sustainability, tourism, and regional

and maritime security. [Seychelles News Agency]

South Korea condemns North Korean

missile launches into the East Sea

(co) The presidential Office of National Security on

January 27 condemned North Korea’s launch of

multiple short-range ballistic missiles into the East Sea

the same day (see AiR No. 4, January/2026, 4), calling it

a violation of UN Security Council resolutions and

urged Pyongyang to immediately halt such

provocations.

An emergency security meeting with military officials

was convened shortly after the launch was detected,

with South Korean and U.S. authorities further

analyzing the exact details of the firing — the second

launch since January 4, a move widely seen as protest

against President Lee Jae Myung’s state visit to China.

The launch comes as North Korea is expected to hold

its first ruling party congress in five years in early

February, where key policy directions on defense,

diplomacy and the economy are to be set. [Yonhap

News Agency]

South Korea and Japan strengthen

security cooperation

(co) South Korea’s Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back and

Japanese counterpart Shinjiro Koizumi agreed on

January 30 to strengthen bilateral defence cooperation,

including collaboration on artificial intelligence and
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unmanned weapons systems and resuming joint naval

search-and-rescue drills.

The ministers agreed to hold annual defense

ministerial talks to institutionalize closer security

cooperation and to regularize mutual visits and

enhance defense-to-defense communication.

The two sides also reaffirmed their commitment to the

complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula

and to sustaining trilateral security cooperation with

the United States.

The talks in Yokosuka marked further warming of

relations under new leadership in both countries after

years of strained ties rooted in historical disputes.

[Reuters] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea struggles to reverse U.S.

tariff hike

(co) Efforts by the South Korean government to roll

back the surprise tariff hike imposed by U.S. President

Donald Trump last week appear to have failed, despite

intensive last-minute diplomacy.

Trade, Industry and Energy Minister Kim Jung-kwan

said officials had resolved some “misunderstandings”

in talks with U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick

last week, but were unable to stop Washington from

raising tariffs on Korean exports from 15 percent to 25

percent.

The U.S. move was linked to delays in South Korea’s

National Assembly approving last year’s bilateral trade

agreement reached between Trump and President Lee

Jae Myung, including a special law underpinning

Seoul’s pledged USD 350 billion in U.S. investments.

Seoul plans to continue negotiations, with Foreign

Minister Cho Hyun set to hold talks with US Secretary

of State Marco Rubio in Washington on February 3 to

reaffirm South Korea’s commitment to its investment

pledge and explain the country’s legislative

procedures. [UPI]

The ruling party urged parliament to pass the

legislation, calling for a bipartisan compromise with the

opposition People Power Party to fast-track the

passage of the investment bill. [The Korea Herald]

Markets reacted sharply, with South Korean stocks

plunging more than 5 percent. [Asia Financial]
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South Korea ramps up efforts to secure

major Canadian submarine procurement

deal

(co) South Korean President Lee Jae-myung's top aide

Kang Hoon-sik on January 29 delivered a personal

letter from Lee to Canadian Prime Minister Mark

Carney during a visit to Canada aimed at supporting

South Korea’s bid for a KRW 60 trillion (USD 41.4

billion) submarine procurement project, in which a

South Korean consortium led by Hanwha Ocean and

HD Hyundai Heavy Industries is competing against

Germany’s ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems.

Aside from a briefing for Canadian officials on South

Korea's advanced submarine technology and

government support, the talks also covered bilateral

security and defense industry cooperation.

Kang said securing the contract would mark a major

milestone for South Korea’s defense industry,

representing its largest defense sale in Western

markets and a potential gateway to broader expansion

within NATO. [Yonhap News Agency]

Meanwhile, Canada’s Secretary of State Stephen Fuhr

on his visit to South Korea from January 30 to February

6 met with South Korean officials, including Defence

Minister Ahn Gyu-back and Chief of Naval Operations,

Admiral Kang Dong-gil, to discuss ways to expand

trade and create jobs in Canada.

Fuhr, who is also responsible for defense

procurement, also made a visit to Hanwha’s shipyard

in Geoje, where the model of submarines is built that

the defense contractor pitched in the Royal Canadian

Navy’s procurement project. [Government, Canada]

[CTV News]

South Korea and Canada explore auto-manufacturing

agreement amid U.S. tariff pressure

In parallel, South Korea and Canada announced on

January 29 an agreement to explore attracting South

Korean automotive manufacturing to Canada, as Prime

Minister Mark Carney seeks to diversify trade away

from the United States amid tariff pressure from

President Donald Trump.

South Korean automakers, most notably Hyundai and

its affiliated brands, account for about 12 percent of

the Canadian auto market but currently have no

manufacturing facilities in the country. [The New York

Times]
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South Korean Hanwha Aerospace secures

defense procurement contract for

Norwegian army

(co) Hanwha Aerospace, South Korea’s largest defense

company, has been selected by the Norwegian Army as

the preferred bidder for a next-generation long-range

precision fires system, a deal worth about NKR 19

billion (USD 1.95 billion).

Under the agreement, Hanwha will supply its

Chunmoo multiple rocket launcher system, with the

contract set to be signed on February 6 following

parliamentary approval.

Norway plans to procure 16 launchers and an

undisclosed number of rockets, citing extended missile

range and a shorter delivery timeline as key factors in

the selection. [Reuters]

Poland, South Korea launch first security

dialogue

(dql) South Korea and Poland have launched their first

formal security-strategy dialogue, agreeing to step up

consultations and information sharing on

developments affecting the Korean Peninsula. The

inaugural talks in Warsaw brought together senior

foreign ministry officials from both sides, who

highlighted the growing linkage between security

dynamics in Europe and Northeast Asia.

Beyond regional security assessments, the discussions

underscored the expanding strategic partnership

between Seoul and Warsaw, particularly in the defense

sector. Both governments committed to closer

coordination by exchanging long-term strategic

outlooks and policy approaches, building on rapidly

deepening bilateral ties. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan and Japan revise fishing self-

regulation boundary, easing potential

disputes

(yl) Taiwan and Japan have updated their cooperation

in adjusting self-regulatory fishing operation measures

in waters north of the Yaeyama Islands —

administered by Japan as part of Okinawa Prefecture

—, shifting the operational boundary slightly closer to
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Taiwan to prevent future fisheries disputes. The

revised arrangement updates an industry self-

regulation code first established in 2013 and will be

accompanied by outreach to fishing operators ahead

of the upcoming season.

The agreement was reached during a bilateral meeting

between the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association and

the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association, marking the

12th round of such talks.

Taiwanese officials described the revision as a

constructive step in managing overlapping maritime

interests and reiterated calls for broader negotiations

on other unresolved fishing operation areas,

highlighting continued pragmatic cooperation in

Taiwan-Japan relations. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan, U.S. advance economic security

ties

(acl) In a statement released on January 28, Taiwan’s

Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) said Taiwan and

the U.S. reached consensus on several areas to

strengthen economic security cooperation during the

sixth round of the Economic Prosperity Partnership

Dialogue (EPPD), held the previous day.

According to MOEA, the two sides discussed seven key

areas, including AI supply chain development, digital

infrastructure, critical minerals, drone supply chains,

high-tech talent cultivation, cooperation in third

countries, and broader bilateral economic ties.

Areas of consensus included promoting partnerships

between Taiwanese and U.S. firms in AI and advanced

robotics, advancing large language model applications

for traditional Chinese-language databanks, and

deepening cooperation on digital infrastructure,

including low-orbit satellite development, undersea

cable security, and information and communications

technologies such as 6G.

Additional cooperation will focus on critical mineral

exploration and refining, strengthening drone supply

chains to reduce reliance on China, cultivating AI

talent, promoting regional economic development, and

addressing double taxation issues.

During the talks, the two sides also signed the “Joint

Statement on the Pax Silica Declaration and U.S.–Taiwan

Cooperation on Economic Security.” Pax Silica is a U.S.-

led initiative aimed at securing AI and semiconductor

supply chains, and Taiwan’s inclusion highlights its
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critical role in the global AI ecosystem, with the U.S.

State Department calling Taiwan “a vital partner…in

fueling the AI revolution.” [Focus Taiwan][Reuters]

[Ministry of Economic Affairs Taiwan, in Chinese]

Cambodia-Thailand ceasefire holds but

remains fragile

(lm) Thai authorities say the ceasefire along the Thai–

Cambodian border, agreed on December 27, is holding

but remains fragile following several recent incidents.

The Royal Thai Air Force stated that it is maintaining

full readiness to defend Thailand’s sovereignty after

reports of two to three provocations since the

ceasefire, including the activation of a flare attached to

a border fence, laser targeting of Thai positions, and

the reported launch of an M79 grenade toward a Thai

base in Kantaralak district, Si Sa Ket province. Thai

forces responded with warning measures and raised

the incidents through established military

communication channels, stressing that such actions

violate the ceasefire. [Bangkok Post 1]

At the same time, Thai security officials reported brief

troop movements and temporary alert activations

along the northeastern border. These incidents were

described as isolated and unintentional, attributed to

local disciplinary lapses rather than coordinated

action, and were resolved without escalation through

direct commander-to-commander contacts and

hotlines. [Bangkok Post 2]

Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow said

diplomatic channels with Cambodia remain open and

that recent incidents were de-escalated through

military coordination on both sides. He stressed the

need to build mutual trust and maintain a sustainable

ceasefire free of inflammatory rhetoric, particularly

ahead of Thailand’s February 8 national election.

[Nikkei Asia]

At the regional level, Thailand and Cambodia have

agreed to extend the deployment of an ASEAN

observer team until mid-May to monitor

implementation of the ceasefire. Thai officials said

regular military-to-military communication remains

ongoing to prevent misunderstandings and defuse

tensions quickly. While technical confidence-building

measures, such as clearer fencing in demarcated

areas, have been discussed, Thailand’s caretaker

government said it cannot yet commit to scheduling

the next meeting of the joint Thai–Cambodian border

committee. [Bangkok Post 3]
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Separately, Thai authorities are assessing damage to

cultural and historical sites in border areas affected by

earlier fighting. Around 30 ancient sites on the Thai

side, including several Khmer-period temple ruins,

have been identified as damaged. [Bangkok Post 4]

Timor-Leste and Australia push to fast-

track Greater Sunrise gas project

(lm) Australia and Timor-Leste have agreed to

accelerate development of the long-delayed Greater

Sunrise offshore gas fields, calling for the project to

move forward “as soon as possible” after decades of

stalled negotiations. The commitment was announced

during Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s

visit to Dili, which also produced a Joint Declaration

establishing a “New Partnership for a New Era”

covering defense cooperation, regional security,

economic development, and institutional ties.

Greater Sunrise—estimated to hold around 5.1 trillion

cubic feet of gas—is majority owned by TimorGAP, with

Woodside Energy leading the Sunrise Joint Venture.

Following the 2019 maritime boundary treaty, both

governments agreed in December 2025 to study a five-

million-tons-per-year liquefied natural gas (LNG)

development, including a Timor-based onshore LNG

option strongly favored by Dili.

As part of the renewed framework, Australia pledged

to transfer at least one-third of its future state revenue

from Greater Sunrise to Timor-Leste through a

dedicated Infrastructure Fund, financed entirely from

Australia’s share. Canberra said it would support any

commercially viable development concept consistent

with the maritime treaty, while acknowledging Timor-

Leste’s insistence on onshore processing to maximize

domestic value creation.

Both governments urged the Sunrise Joint Venture to

submit a single development concept without delay

and committed to fast-tracking outstanding regulatory

steps, including the petroleum mining code,

production-sharing contract, and fiscal regime. The

broader partnership declaration also reaffirmed

commitment to international law, including UNCLOS,

and positioned Greater Sunrise as a strategic anchor

for Timor-Leste’s economic resilience and regional

integration following its recent ASEAN accession.

[Reuters] [Oil Price.com] [Government of Timor-Leste]
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Timor-Leste opens war crimes case

against Myanmar junta in a first in ASEAN

(dql) Human rights groups have announced that

judicial authorities in Timor-Leste have opened legal

proceedings against Myanmar’s military leadership,

including junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, over alleged war

crimes and crimes against humanity.

A senior Timorese prosecutor has been assigned to

review a criminal case file submitted by civil society

organizations, marking the first time an ASEAN

member state has initiated such legal action against

another ASEAN country.

The move comes amid broad international rejection of

Myanmar’s recent election and on the fifth anniversary

of the 2021 coup, as the junta faces growing isolation

and declining territorial control. The organizations

involved say they will cooperate with Timor-Leste’s

authorities and have urged respect for judicial

independence as the process moves forward.

[Mizzima]

Vietnam-U.S. trade talks advance amid

persistent internal security distrust

(lm) Vietnam and the United States are preparing to

hold the sixth round of negotiations on a reciprocal

tariffs agreement, following five rounds that both sides

say have produced substantive progress. The talks are

aimed at stabilizing and rebalancing a trade

relationship that has grown rapidly over the past two

decades and is now economically critical for both sides,

but particularly for Vietnam.

Tensions intensified in 2025 when U.S. authorities

signaled the possible imposition of steep “reciprocal”

tariffs on Vietnamese goods as part of broader efforts

to address large bilateral trade imbalances and

concerns over supply-chain practices, including alleged

transshipment of Chinese goods through Vietnam.

Proposed U.S. tariff levels were among the highest

discussed globally, raising alarm in Hanoi. Subsequent

negotiations shifted toward a framework under which

most Vietnamese exports would face a lower,

standardized reciprocal tariff, while stricter measures

would apply to goods deemed to circumvent existing

trade restrictions. In parallel, Vietnam has indicated a

willingness to expand market access for U.S. products

and encourage greater U.S. investment and production

in Vietnam.
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According to Vietnam’s Ministry of Industry and Trade,

negotiators have exchanged detailed product lists,

parameters, and proposals. The fifth in-person round,

held in Washington in November 2025, narrowed

differences across services, digital trade, agriculture,

technical barriers to trade, and sanitary and

phytosanitary measures. Officials on both sides,

including the Office of the United States Trade

Representative, described the talks as laying the

groundwork for an eventual agreement. [Viet Nam

News]

Running in parallel to this outward economic

engagement, however, are newly revealed internal

Vietnamese defense assessments that portray the

United States in far more adversarial terms. A

classified Ministry of Defense document completed in

August 2024—subsequently analyzed by the human-

rights organization The 88 Project—describes the

United States as a potential belligerent power and

warns of “color revolution” scenarios in which external

actors could seek to undermine Communist Party rule

through democracy and human-rights pressure. While

the document acknowledges that the risk of direct

conflict is currently low, it urges vigilance against

unconventional forms of intervention. Analysts note

that these views reflect long-standing concerns within

conservative, military-aligned factions of Vietnam’s

leadership, even after the two countries elevated

relations in 2023 to a Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership, the highest tier in Vietnam’s diplomatic

framework. [Associated Press]

Vietnam–Jordan parliamentary

cooperation formalized as ties broaden

(ln) Jordanian House Speaker Mazen Turki El Qadi is on

an official visit to Vietnam from February 2–5, marking

the first high-level exchange between the two

countries’ legislative bodies since diplomatic relations

were established in 1980. The visit follows King

Abdullah II’s trip to Vietnam three months earlier and

is El Qadi’s first overseas visit since taking office in

October 2025.

During talks in Hanoi, National Assembly Chairman

Tran Thanh Man and Speaker El Qadi signed a

Memorandum of Understanding on parliamentary

cooperation, creating a formal framework for

exchanges between the two legislatures. Both sides

agreed to intensify delegation visits, strengthen

cooperation between specialized committees, share

legislative experience, and consider establishing a

Parliamentary Friendship Group. They also committed
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to coordination at multilateral parliamentary forums,

including the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly.

Beyond parliamentary ties, the discussions

emphasized expanding practical cooperation. Vietnam

signaled interest in deeper collaboration with Jordan in

trade, investment, tourism, agriculture, education and

training, healthcare, and related sectors, while Jordan

expressed readiness to act as a bridge between

Vietnam and the Middle East, and between Jordan and

ASEAN. The two sides also discussed accelerating

negotiations and ratification of pending bilateral

agreements to strengthen the legal framework for

cooperation. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam News 2]

Vietnam and Mozambique sign higher

education cooperation agreement

(hn) Vietnam and Mozambique have signed a new

agreement on higher education cooperation,

reinforcing bilateral ties in education and human

resource development. The agreement was signed in

Maputo on January 29 by Vietnam’s ambassador and

Mozambique’s minister responsible for education,

building on an earlier education and cultural

cooperation framework established in 2007. [Voice of

Vietnam]

Vietnam–Australia naval cooperation

expands under strategic partnership

(ln) Vietnam and Australia are deepening naval

cooperation following the upgrade of bilateral ties to a

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in March 2024.

The latest step came on January 30, when Vietnam’s

Chief of the General Staff Nguyen Tan Cuong met

Australian Chief of Navy Mark Hammond in Hanoi.

Both sides signaled an intent to expand practical

cooperation, with emphasis on training, information

and experience sharing, consultations, and search-

and-rescue coordination. Vietnam also invited

Australian defense leaders and firms to attend the 3rd

Vietnam International Defence Expo, indicating interest

in closer defense-industrial engagement. [VietnamPlus]

Vietnam–Cuba party ties reaffirmed as

economic cooperation pushed to catch up
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(hn) During high-level meetings in Hanoi on February 2,

Vietnam and Cuba reaffirmed that party-to-party

relations remain the core political foundation of their

bilateral relationship, while acknowledging that

economic cooperation continues to lag behind political

alignment.

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla,

visiting Vietnam as a special envoy of the Communist

Party and State of Cuba, held talks with Communist

Party General Secretary To Lam, Prime Minister Pham

Minh Chinh, and Foreign Minister Le Hoai Trung. The

visit followed the 14th National Congress of the

Communist Party of Vietnam and marked continued

high-level engagement after reciprocal state visits in

2024 and 2025. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam News 2]

Vietnamese leaders highlighted Doi Moi - Vietnam’s

post-1986 economic renovation policy - as a reference

point for Cuba, offering to share experience in market-

oriented reform, economic integration, and state

governance. Discussions focused on translating

political trust into more concrete economic outcomes,

particularly in food security, renewable energy (notably

solar power), and pharmaceuticals. [Viet Nam News 3]

Vietnam committed to supporting agricultural

cooperation aimed at improving Cuba’s food self-

sufficiency, sharing technical expertise and inputs. It

also proposed expanded collaboration in

biotechnology and vaccine production, citing Cuba’s

strengths in medical research, as well as cooperation

in renewable energy deployment. Both sides agreed to

make fuller use of intergovernmental and ministerial

coordination mechanisms to implement existing

agreements more effectively.

On the political front, the two sides emphasized

continued coordination in multilateral forums,

including the United Nations and the Non-Aligned

Movement, and reiterated Vietnam’s long-standing call

for the lifting of the US embargo on Cuba. Party-level

exchanges, cadre training, and ideological cooperation

were reaffirmed as stabilizing pillars of the

relationship, alongside people-to-people ties and youth

education. [Tinnhanhchungkhoan, in Vietnamese]

[Vietnam.vn]
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Upcoming online events

6 February 2026 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

Thailand on the Eve of the February 2026

Vote: Political Context, Electoral

Dynamics, and Post-Election Implications

Thailand will hold a snap general election for the 500-

seat House of Representatives on February 8, following

the royal-approved dissolution of parliament on

December 12 of last year. On the same day, voters will

also decide a constitutional referendum asking

whether Thailand should draft a new constitution.

Against this background, the webinar—taking place on

February 6, two days before the election and

constitutional referendum—will take stock of

Thailand’s political landscape in the final phase of the

campaign. It will situate the election and referendum

within their immediate political context and outline the

most plausible post-election trajectories, including

their likely implications for governance, reform

dynamics, and political stability in Thailand. For more

information and registration, please see [CPG].

4 February 2026 @ 5:30-7:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, United Kingdom

Prosecuting cyber-enabled international

crimes: What solutions are available?

With the rise of harmful cyber operations, holding

perpetrators accountable for cyber-enabled

international crimes has become increasingly urgent.

This hybrid event examines the International Criminal

Court Prosecutor’s new policy on Cyber-Enabled

Crimes under the Rome Statute and what it means for

investigating and prosecuting genocide, crimes against

humanity, war crimes, and aggression committed
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through cyber means. The discussion will explore

applicable cyber activities, legal frameworks for justice,

and the key opportunities and challenges in

strengthening accountability. For more information

and registration, visit [Chatham House].

5 February 2026 @ 6:30-8:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

The Future of Nuclear Proliferation

As the U.S.–Russia New START treaty expires on 5

February 2026, the risk of a renewed global nuclear

arms race is rising amid widespread nuclear

modernization, growing regional tensions, and

increasing proliferation pressures. This hybrid panel

will examine how the United States can navigate a

more nuclearized world—addressing arms control,

allied proliferation risks, and the challenges posed by

expanding civilian nuclear energy. For more

information and registration, please see [Carnegie].

5 February 2026 @ 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (GMT+7),

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

ASEAN-JAPAN: Embracing Diverse

Partnerships for the Future

This webinar will examine the evolution of ASEAN–

Japan relations from their establishment in 1973 to

today’s Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, amid

growing geopolitical uncertainty and the return of

“America First” policies under Trump 2.0. It will explore

how ASEAN and Japan can respond to new economic

pressures, shifting alliances, and security challenges,

while advancing cooperation in emerging areas such as

digitalization, cybersecurity, and the green transition.

Marking the 60th anniversary of Japan–Singapore

diplomatic relations, the event also highlights the

bilateral and regional roles Singapore and Japan can

play in strengthening ASEAN–Japan ties for peace,

stability, and shared prosperity. For more information

and registration, visit [ISEAS].

February 2026 @ 9:30-10:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

The 25th ASEAN Lecture – 2026 ASEAN

Chairmanship Under the Republic of the
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Philippines

Under the theme “Navigating Our Future, Together,”

the Philippines’ 2026 ASEAN Chairmanship will focus

on peace and security, economic integration, and

people-centered growth amid mounting geopolitical

and internal challenges. This hybrid event will examine

Manila’s Chairmanship priorities, the practical

initiatives it aims to advance, and how these efforts

contribute to ASEAN Community Vision 2045 by

strengthening regional resilience, connectivity, and

inclusive progress. For more information and

registration, visit [ISEAS].

10 February 2026 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Bangladesh 2.0: Can the 2026 elections

provide democratic renewal?

In February 2026, Bangladesh is set to return to

democratic rule following elections and a referendum

on the July charter, ushering in a new government

facing daunting economic, social, and political

challenges. This event will examine the risks of

renewed unrest, the task of democratic recovery, and

how Dhaka may navigate complex relations with India,

China, Pakistan, and the United States amid wider

geopolitical turbulence. It will also explore what

Bangladesh’s experience offers other countries in

South Asia and the Global South, particularly those

grappling with recent Gen Z–led protests. For more

information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

Recent Book Releases

John Chalcraft, From Subordination to Revolution: A

Gramscian Theory of Popular Mobilization, University

of California Press, 414 pages, published August 5,

2026. For a review, see [LSE].

Shirzad Azad, China in Iraq after the War: From

Underdog to Unassailable, Bloomsbury Academic, 212

pages, published July 10, 2025. For a review, see

[Foreign Affairs].

Stephanie T. Williams, Libya Since Qaddafi: Chaos

and the Search for Peace, Oxford University Press, 320

pages, published July 1, 2025. For a review, see

[Manara Magazine].
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Calls

The International Association of Legislation (IAL)

invites paper proposals for its “5th Global Conference

on Parliamentary Studies: Parliaments at a

Crossroads,” to be held on June 4-5, 2026, in in

Luxembourg and at the European Parliament. The

manuscript submission deadline is February 28, 2026.

For more information, see [IAL].

The Inya Institute (Yangon), Cornell University's

Southeast Asia Program (SEAP), invites paper

proposals for its internation conference (virtual)

“Interconnectedness Across Myanmar’s Borderlands,”

to be held on July 10-12, 2026. The manuscript

submission deadline is April 15, 2026. For more

information, see [New York Southeast Asia Network].

Jobs and Positions

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications to the position of Deputy Executive

Director (Programme) at the United Nations

Population Fund (UNFPA), at the level of Assistant

Secretary General. The deadline for application

submission is February 16, 2026. For more

information, see [UN].

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons (OPCW) seeks a Legal Adviser (Director).

The deadline for application submission is February 22,

2026. For more information, see [OPCW]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Deputy Director – Programs (South Sudan).

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

For more information, see [IRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a

Deputy Head Regional Office (Bosnia and

Herzegovina). The deadline for application submission

is February 2, 2026. For more information, see [NRC].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Director – Environment, Climate Change, One

Health, Migration. The deadline for application

submission is February 9, 2026. For more information,

see [WHO].

Unitaid seeks an Executive Director. The deadline for

application submission is March 14, 2026. For more

information, see [WHO].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Programming, Monitoring and Reporting

Specialist. The deadline for application submission is

January 31, 2026. For more information, see [FAO].

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

seeks a Section Head – Research Reactor Safety

Section. The deadline for application submission is

January 31, 2026. For more information, see [IAEA].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Project Team Leader – Employability and

Education. The deadline for application submission is

February 2, 2026. For more information, see [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Senior Project Associate – Governance and

Land. The deadline for application submission is

January 30, 2026. For more information, see [IOM].

RTI International seeks a Director – Surveys and

Observational Studies. The deadline for application

submission is March 31, 2026. For more information,

see [RTI].
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