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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, I extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Afghanistan’s

Liberation Day, Lithuania’s Statehood Restoration Day,

Serbia’s Statehood Day, and the Vatican City’s Lateran

Treaty Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Former Bank of China Vice

President Lin Jingzhen expelled from

Communist Party

(mis) Former Bank of China Vice President Lin Jingzhen

has been expelled from the Communist Party of China

for “serious violations of discipline and law,” a

formulation widely used in China to refer to corruption

cases.

Lin, 60, retired from his position at the state-owned

lender in 2025 had been under investigation since

September 2025 by the Communist Party’s top anti-

corruption bodies, the Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection and the National Commission of

Supervision. [Xinhua]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-j/


According to Chinese state media outlets, investigators

concluded that Lin unlawfully accepted gifts, attended

banquets and trips that could have affected the

impartial execution of his duties as well as improperly

received travel-related benefits. The outlet also

reported that he possessed and distributed books

deemed to contain “serious political issues” and

frequented private clubs. He was also accused of

exploiting his authority over credit approvals to

facilitate loans and financing arrangements in return

for large sums of money and valuables.

The purge of Lin Jingzhen follows the investigation of

the nation’s top general, Zhang Youxia, who was

second only to Xi in the People’s Liberation Army [AiR,

No. 4, January/2026, 4]. In January this year, President

Xi proclaimed that anti-corruption is a battle China

must not lose, as apart of Xi’s years-long corruption

purge and a record 65 probes into high-ranking

officials last year. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [China Daily]

China: Top advisory body formally

removes two former officials

(ms) On February 6, the National Committee of the

Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference

(CPPCC) held its 46th chairman’s meeting, at which it

decided to revoke the qualifications of Tian Xuebin and

He Song as members of the 14th National Committee

of the CPPCC. The announcement did not include

details on the reasons for the decision.

Tian Xuebin previously served as a vice minister of

China’s Ministry of Water Resources. He had already

fallen from power before the CPPCC decision, following

disciplinary action, and his removal from the advisory

body aligns with standard practice in such cases.

Confusion has arisen over the identity and background

of He Song. Several media outlets incorrectly reported

that he had served as a vice general manager of China

Electronics Technology Group Corporation, a state-

owned defense and technology company. Publicly

available records do not support this claim.

He Song is a CPPCC member from the military system.

He formerly served as a vice minister of the Logistics

Support Department of the Central Military

Commission, a key department under the Central

Military Commission, which commands China’s armed

forces. The Logistics Support Department is

responsible for logistics, procurement, infrastructure,

medical services, and other support functions across

the People’s Liberation Army.
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He Song had also already been removed from his

position prior to the CPPCC decision. As with Tian

Xuebin, the revocation of his CPPCC membership is

best understood as a formal confirmation of his loss of

political status, rather than the start of a new

investigation.

The Logistics Support Department has been a repeated

focus of anti-corruption campaigns in recent years,

reflecting Beijing’s efforts to tighten oversight of

military procurement, supply chains, and budget

management. However, the CPPCC announcement did

not specify whether He Song’s case is linked to any

particular investigation. [Reuters] [Sina News in

Chinese]

China: Two journalists detained over

article featuring an allegedly corrupted

official

(may) Two journalists, have been detained over

allegations of ‘false accusations’ and ‘illegal business

operations’ in China’s southwestern Sichuan Province

following a written warning owing to the publishing of

an article on an alleged abuse of authority by a county-

level party official in Pujian, Chengdu.

The detainees have reportedly co-authored a now-

censored article contending the oppression of private

enterprises and coerced demolition of properties

involving Mr. Pu, the Communist Party secretary of

Pujiang County.

One of the authors has already been detained in

Beijing in 2013 after consecutive social media postings

of corrupt senior officials including the former vice-

mayor of Chongqing and the president of the Shanghai

High People’s Court. [South China Morning Post]

While, in alliance with the ongoing anti-graft

investigations, agencies have advised the public to

make reports only through ‘legal channels’ in ‘legal

manners, journalistic coverage of these issues can still

lead to suppression [The New York Times]

The detainments have drawn attention from the

international community; Reporters Without Borders,

which advocates for media freedom, has publicly

condemned holding the two in custody and

consequently questioned the rights to independent

reporting in China.
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China: Investigations into psychiatric

institutes sparked by alleged abuse of

national insurance funds

(may) Psychiatric hospitals nationwide have been

alarmed as the National Healthcare Security

Administration (NHSA) has confirmed a comprehensive

national review on prudent conducts over patient

admissions and national insurance funds. The probe

followed recent media reports that have exposed

several medical centers’ forced hospitalization and

confinement of patients over alleged mental disparities

in hope for securing insurance funds in Central China.

The primary step to take, according to the NHSA, is for

all provincial bureaus to communicate with

directorates from respective psychiatric institutes and

later develop checks into any illegal activities by March

2026.

The investigation will specifically focus on irregular

patient admission behaviors through generated

symptoms and forged documentation by psychiatric

institutes and culminate in reports and potential

refunds in case of abusing medical insurance funds.

The reports leading to the review involved a myriad of

cases from multiple medical institutes; in Xiangyang, it

was found that more than 50 people had been

admitted for mental illness while they were not

actually suffering from it, and in Yichang, patients

admitted in such manners had been cut off from the

world, occasionally being mistreated through slapping,

hitting them with pipes and tying them to the beds.

[South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, their bills have been regularly charged to

the national medical insurance scheme. It is estimated

that 100 patients could generate 6 million yuan

(approx. 860,000 USD) in terms of insurance funds in a

year, according to the report from the South China

Morning Post.

The news has attracted backlashes both from the

public and the administration, with growing concerns

over fund abusing and ignorance of rightful medical

conduct among hospitals across the country. [Channel

News Asia]

China: National aircraft manufacturer

Comac steps up regional expansion
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(mis) China’s state-owned aircraft manufacturer

Commercial Aircraft Corp of China (Comac) is

intensifying efforts to expand beyond its domestic

market, seeking to position itself as a credible

competitor to Boeing and Airbus in the global single-

aisle aircraft segment.

Comac is now expanding beyond China. Its C909,

formerly known as the ARJ21, is already in service with

airlines in Indonesia, Laos and Vietnam. Southeast Asia

has become a key target as airlines face delivery delays

and supply-chain bottlenecks from Western

manufacturers. At the Singapore Airshow, which took

place from February 3 until February 8, Comac

showcased both their aircrafts C919 and C909,

positioning itself as an alternative supplier in this

region with an increasing travel demand.

Domestically, however, Comac’s position is

strengthening. Its share of new narrow-body deliveries

in China is projected to rise to 65 percent by 2030,

although that would translate into only about 7

percent of the total fleet once existing Airbus and

Boeing aircrafts are included.

However, challenges remain. Over 40 percent of the

C919’s components are imported and the aircraft lacks

US and European certification, which could take

several years. Globally, Comac’s narrow-body jets are

projected to hold only about 3 percent of the market

by 2030, compared with 43 percent for Airbus and 34

percent for Boeing. [Bloomberg] [BBC]

China: Industry ministry warns of security

risks linked to OpenClaw AI agent

(mis) China’s Ministry of Industry and Information

Technology (MIIT) has issued a formal warning about

potential security risks associated with the open-

source AI agent OpenClaw, citing cases in which the

software was deployed with inadequate security

settings.

According to the ministry, improper configuration

could expose users to cyberattacks and data breaches.

Authorities said they had identified instances of

insufficient safeguards and urged organizations to

conduct thorough checks of public network exposure,

strengthen identity authentication and implement

stricter access controls. The advisory does not amount

to a ban, but signals heightened regulatory scrutiny as

AI agent tools gain traction in China.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-x/
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OpenClaw has seen a surge in popularity since its

launch in November, drawing significant attention

among Chinese technology enthusiasts. In response,

major domestic cloud providers, including Alibaba’s

Alicloud, Tencent Cloud and Baidu Cloud, have rolled

out services enabling customers to run OpenClaw on

rented servers rather than personal devices, facilitating

broader deployment across enterprises and developer

communities.

The warning also comes after cybersecurity firm Wiz

flagged a major vulnerability in Moltbook, a newly

launched social network designed for OpenClaw bots,

which reportedly exposed private data from thousands

of users. These developments have intensified

concerns over how quickly AI agent tools are being

integrated into online services without fully matured

security frameworks. [Reuters] [Bloomberg]

China has reiterated its hardline stance on

cryptocurrencies while tightening oversight of

emerging forms of digital finance, signaling continuity

in policy alongside limited regulatory clarification,

according to a notice published this week.

China: Regulators tighten crypto

crackdown while clarifying rules for asset-

backed tokens

(ms) On February 6, the People's Bank of China (PBOC)

and seven other government agencies said they would

step up enforcement against virtual currency activity,

ban unauthorized offshore issuance of yuan-pegged

stablecoins, and strictly vet offshore issuance of tokens

backed by onshore Chinese assets. The statement was

published on the PBOC’s official website.

Regulators said virtual currencies do not have the

same legal status as fiat money and described

business activities related to them as illegal financial

activity. They also warned financial institutions against

providing banking, clearing, or settlement services to

crypto-related businesses. Domestic entities and their

overseas affiliates were prohibited from issuing virtual

currencies abroad without official approval.

The announcement largely reinforces China’s long-

standing opposition to cryptocurrencies. Authorities

first restricted bitcoin-related financial activity in 2013,

banned initial coin offerings and domestic crypto

exchanges in 2017, and in 2021 declared all

cryptocurrency transactions illegal while shutting down

large-scale crypto mining. Since then, crypto trading

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-c/
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and related services have been driven underground or

offshore.

Beijing has instead promoted state-controlled digital

finance, particularly the digital yuan, or e-CNY. Officials

have repeatedly emphasized that the central bank-

issued digital currency is the only legitimate digital

form of the yuan, warning that private stablecoins

could undermine capital controls and monetary

sovereignty by functioning as parallel currencies.

What is new in the latest notice is clearer language on

so-called real-world asset (RWA) tokenization. RWA

refers to digital tokens that represent physical or

financial assets, such as commodities or receivables,

rather than standalone cryptocurrencies. Regulators

said offshore issuance of such tokens tied to Chinese

onshore assets would be subject to strict vetting,

suggesting limited tolerance under regulatory

supervision. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China-Hong Kong: Mainland outlines

national security framework for Hong

Kong in new white paper

(ms) China’s State Council Information Office on

February 10 released a policy white paper titled “Hong

Kong: Safeguarding China’s National Security Under the

Framework of One Country, Two Systems,” detailing

Beijing’s view of how national security should be

understood and implemented in the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region (HKSAR). The document

comes amid heightened scrutiny of Hong Kong’s

political and legal changes since 2019 and follows the

landmark 20-year prison sentence handed down to

media tycoon Jimmy Lai under the city’s national

security law (see Article below). [Full text]

The paper reasserts the central government’s

“fundamental responsibility” for national security in

Hong Kong, while also stressing that the HKSAR

government must fulfill its constitutional duty to

safeguard security under the “One Country, Two

Systems” framework.

It frames national security as a precondition for

stability, prosperity and rights protection in the city,

positioning recent legal measures — including the

national security law enacted in 2020 and the

completion of local Article 23 security legislation — as

necessary without which Hong Kong’s governance and

order would have been vulnerable to internal unrest

and external hostile forces.
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The white paper recounts the turbulent events of the

2019 protests, describing them as instigated by “anti-

China agitators” and used to justify strengthening legal

safeguards. It credits the national security law with

restoring order, facilitating governance reforms and

shaping Hong Kong’s economic and social

environment.

A recurring theme is that security enables freedom and

development, not opposes them — framing China’s

approach as both defensive and foundational for long-

term success under “One Country, Two Systems.”

Beijing’s official commentary on the white paper

emphasizes that safeguarding national security is

ongoing and that the document is intended to clarify

misunderstandings and counter criticism from abroad.

Officials argue that social order and economic growth

in Hong Kong have strengthened since the

implementation of security measures.

Supporters of the white paper, including senior Hong

Kong authorities, welcomed its release, stating it

provides a cohesive narrative for why security

measures are vital and reaffirms the central

government’s commitment to the city’s future.

International rights groups, foreign governments and

independent observers have raised concerns that the

white paper underscores limits on political freedom

and dissent in Hong Kong. Critics argue that the

framing of security risks — particularly those

attributed to external forces — blurs clear distinctions

between genuine threats and peaceful political

expression, opening the door to broad interpretations

of what endangers national security.

The timing of the release, just a day after the heavy

sentence for Lai — a prominent critic of Beijing — has

intensified global scrutiny. Western states, including

the United States, Britain, the European Union and the

United Nations rights chief, described the sentence as

disproportionate and expressed concern about

constraints on press freedom and civil liberties under

the security framework.

Critics also point to earlier white papers — such as the

2021 policy on electoral system changes that ensured

only “patriots” could hold office — as part of a pattern

of securitization that has reshaped Hong Kong’s

political landscape.

Analysts note the white paper’s language aligns with

broader Chinese national security discourse, which

extends the concept of security beyond military threats

to include legal, political and ideological dimensions.



While the 2026 white paper is specific to Hong Kong, it

fits a trend in recent Chinese policy to emphasise

comprehensive security as integral to national

governance and stability.

This approach has resonated with Beijing’s wider

strategy to counter perceived external interference

and internal dissent, a theme also present in other

official documents on national security. However,

opponents argue this comprehensive framing risks

conflating legitimate expression with security threats

and may legitimize broad crackdowns on dissent.

[China Daily] [Government of Hong Kong] [Reuters]

China-Hong Kong: Jimmy Lai sentenced to

20 years as Hong Kong concludes

landmark national security trial

(ms) A Hong Kong court on February 9 sentenced

media entrepreneur Jimmy Lai to 20 years in prison,

bringing to an end the most prominent prosecution to

date under the city’s national security framework and

closing a case that has become a reference point for

how the law is applied following the 2019 pro-

democracy protests.

Lai, 78, the founder of the now-defunct newspaper

Apple Daily, was convicted in December of two counts

of conspiring to collude with foreign forces under Hong

Kong’s National Security Law, as well as one count of

publishing seditious material under a separate statute

that predates the law. He has pleaded not guilty to all

charges and has consistently maintained that his

actions amounted to journalism and political

expression rather than criminal conduct.

The sentence was handed down at the West Kowloon

Law Courts Building after a trial that lasted more than

two years and was conducted without a jury by judges

designated to hear national security cases. The

proceedings were closely watched by foreign

governments, legal observers and press freedom

groups, who have described the case as a test of Hong

Kong’s judicial independence and media environment

since the introduction of the national security law in

2020.

The prosecution alleged that Lai and others used Apple

Daily’s editorial platform and related public activities to

encourage foreign governments to take action against

Hong Kong and China. According to the court, this

alleged conduct involved coordinating media

commentary, opinion writing and international

engagement in a way that prosecutors said was
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intended to prompt overseas political pressure,

including sanctions or other measures, in response to

developments in Hong Kong.

In their written reasons for sentencing, the judges said

Lai bore primary responsibility for the offences

because of his role as founder and ultimate decision-

maker at Apple Daily. When the court described him as

the “mastermind,” it was referring to its finding that he

directed and approved this course of conduct, which

prosecutors characterized as coordinated offences

involving more than one person. The judges said this

included authorizing and overseeing the publication of

opinion articles critical of the authorities, maintaining

contact with foreign politicians and advocacy groups,

and supporting overseas lobbying efforts aimed at

encouraging foreign action against Hong Kong or

China.

The court characterized this conduct as a conspiracy in

the legal sense, meaning cooperation or agreement

between individuals to pursue actions that the law

defines as criminal. The judgment did not allege secret

or covert plotting, but rather an open and sustained

pattern of coordination that judges said met the

statutory definition of conspiracy under the relevant

legislation. Lai’s lawyers argued that many of the

alleged acts took place before the national security law

came into force in June 2020 and that continued public

commentary and international engagement should not

be criminalized. The court rejected those arguments,

concluding that the conduct continued in substance

after the law took effect.

The judges said they had considered Lai’s age and

medical conditions, including heart and vision

problems, but ruled that these factors did not warrant

a substantial reduction in sentence given what they

described as the seriousness of the offences. Eighteen

years of the 20-year term will be served consecutively

to a separate five-year, nine-month sentence Lai is

already serving in a fraud case related to a lease at

Apple Daily’s former headquarters, significantly

extending the total time he is expected to spend in

custody.

Lai was sentenced alongside eight co-defendants,

including six former senior executives of Apple Daily

and two activists linked to international lobbying

networks. Their prison terms ranged from just over six

years to 10 years. Three of the former executives

received shorter sentences after pleading guilty and

testifying for the prosecution, which the court treated

as a mitigating factor.



The sentencing hearing took place amid a heavy police

presence around the court complex, with officers

checking the identification of people seeking to attend.

Former Apple Daily employees, local activists and

representatives from foreign consulates were among

those who gathered to observe proceedings or wait

outside the building.

International press freedom and human rights

organizations criticized the sentence, arguing that it

punishes editorial decision-making, opinion writing

and international advocacy, and warning that it will

further deter critical reporting in Hong Kong. The Hong

Kong and Chinese governments have rejected those

claims, insisting that the case concerns national

security rather than journalism and that the law

applies equally to all individuals.

The prosecution of Lai is rooted in the political

upheaval that followed Hong Kong’s 2019 protests,

which began over a proposed extradition bill and

expanded into a broader movement demanding

democratic reforms and accountability. After months

of unrest, Beijing imposed the national security law on

Hong Kong in June 2020, bypassing the local legislature

and criminalizing secession, subversion, terrorism and

collusion with foreign forces, with penalties of up to life

imprisonment.

Since then, authorities say the law has restored

stability, while critics argue it has sharply narrowed the

space for dissent and civil society. The closure of Apple

Daily in 2021, after police raids and the freezing of

company assets, became one of the most visible

consequences of the new legal environment. Lai’s trial,

which examined editorial content, opinion writing and

contact with overseas figures, has been widely viewed

as a test case for how far national security offences

extend into media work and political advocacy.

With sentencing now complete, the case is expected to

continue shaping legal precedent and public debate

over the scope of Hong Kong’s national security laws

and the future of press freedom in the city. [Associated

Press] [BBC] [Hong Kong Free Press 1] [Hong Kong Free

Press 2]

Japan: Ruling party wins two-thirds

supermajority in snap lower house

election

(dql) The ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

achieved a commanding victory in the February 8 snap

House of Representatives election, winning 316 seats
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and surpassing 310-seat threshold to secure a two-

thirds supermajority in the 465-member lower house.

Together with its coalition partner, the Japan

Innovation Party (JIP), the ruling bloc now holds an

overwhelming parliamentary advantage, enabling it to

pass legislation even without upper house approval

and to advance debates on constitutional revision.

The LDP’s seat total surged from 198 before the

election to well over the supermajority threshold, a

result widely credited to Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi’s personal popularity since taking office in

October. JIP increased its representation only

marginally, rising from 34 to 36 seats, reinforcing the

LDP’s dominance within the coalition.

The election dealt a severe blow to the newly created

opposition Centrist Reform Alliance (CRA) of the

center-left Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan

(CDPJ) and Komeito, a centrist party affiliated with Soka

Gakkai, a large lay Buddhist organization. Their

representation fell from 167 seats to roughly half that

number, triggering resignation signals from its

leadership. [Kyodo News 1] [Channel News Asia]

CRA co-leaders Yoshihiko Noda and Tetsuo Saito

announced they will step down following the party’s

heavy defeat, which they described as historic. The

leadership change is expected to be finalized by mid-

February, ahead of a parliamentary session to formally

reinstate Takaichi as prime minister. [Kyodo News 2]

Among smaller parties, the nationalist Sanseito

expanded from 2 to 13 seats, while the digitally

oriented Team Mirai entered the lower house for the

first time with 9 seats. [The Mainichi]

Voter participation showed a modest recovery.

Turnout reached 56.23 percent, about two points

higher than in 2024, while 27.02 million people cast

ballots during early voting—an increase of roughly 6

million from the previous election. Of the total seats,

289 were elected from single-member districts and 176

via proportional representation. [The Japan News]

The outcome restores decisive conservative control

after the LDP’s loss of a majority in 2024 and provides

Takaichi with a strong mandate to pursue fiscal

stimulus, consumption-tax relief on food, and

expanded defense spending.

The supermajority also enhances Japan’s ability to

accelerate security reforms and assert a more robust

regional posture amid rising strategic pressures in East

Asia. Analysts say she is likely to maintain a firm stance

on China, reflecting public concern about Beijing’s
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posture toward Taiwan and regional security. Takaichi’s

rhetoric has previously drawn sharp criticism from

China, and Beijing’s muted initial reaction to the

election result suggests Beijing may be recalibrating its

approach to Tokyo.

At the same time, the win cements cooperation with

the United States, with strong support from U.S.

leaders and a planned summit in Washington later this

spring to reinforce the alliance. Takaichi is expected to

emphasize deeper security cooperation and expanded

defence commitments that align with U.S. regional

strategy. [CSIS] [DW]

Stocks hit record high after LDP’s landslide election victory

Japanese equities jumped to record levels following the

election outcome. The Nikkei 225 surged more than 5

percent intraday and closed nearly 4 percent higher at

an all-time high, reflecting investor confidence in

Takaichi’s pro-business agenda and her pledge to

abandon fiscal austerity. Takaichi said she would

pursue a “responsible yet aggressive” fiscal stance,

focus on economic revival and cost-of-living pressures,

and keep her current cabinet intact.

Analysts say investors expect stimulus, tax

adjustments and deregulation to reinforce Japan’s

equity rally, particularly through support for strategic

sectors such as defence and artificial intelligence.

However, bond and currency investors remain

cautious, citing Japan’s already high public debt and

uncertainty over how expanded spending and tax cuts

would be financed. [BBC]

Japan: Current account surplus hits record

high for second straight year in 2025

(dql) Japan recorded a record current account surplus

for a second consecutive year in 2025, reaching JPY

31.88 trillion (USD 202 billion). The surplus expanded

by 11.1 percent from the previous year and was the

largest since comparable records began in 1985. The

main driver was a sharp rise in income from overseas

investments, reflecting higher dividends from Japanese

firms’ foreign subsidiaries.

Japan’s primary income surplus climbed to JPY 41.59

trillion (USD 264 billion), more than offsetting deficits

in trade and services. The goods trade gap narrowed

dramatically as exports rose on strong demand for

semiconductors and food products, while imports

edged slightly lower. At the same time, the services

deficit widened due to higher payments for overseas
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research, development, and intellectual property,

particularly in pharmaceuticals and automobiles.

Inbound tourism also played a growing role, with the

travel balance posting a record surplus as spending by

foreign visitors exceeded that of Japanese travelers

abroad. In contrast to the strong annual picture,

December saw a marked year-on-year drop in the

monthly current account surplus. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Household spending rebounds

despite prolonged decline in real wages

(dql) Japan’s consumer economy sent mixed signals in

2025, as household spending recorded its first real

increase in three years even while real wages fell for a

fourth consecutive year, underscoring the growing

strain on purchasing power amid persistent inflation.

Real wages fall for fourth straight year in 2025

Inflation-adjusted wages declined by 1.3 percent from

the previous year, as consumer prices rose 3.7

percent, outpacing gains in nominal pay. Average

monthly cash earnings increased 2.3 percent to JPY

355,919 (USD 2,260), but these increases failed to

translate into real income growth.

Although large companies agreed to average wage

hikes of 5.39 percent during annual spring labor

negotiations, pay growth has remained uneven,

particularly among small and medium-sized firms. With

private consumption accounting for more than half of

Japan’s GDP, the prolonged erosion of real wages

continues to weigh on domestic demand, a trend that

persisted into December. [The Mainichi]

Household spending posts first real increase in three years

amid inflation pressures

Against this backdrop, average monthly household

spending rose 0.9 percent in real terms over the year,

marking a modest recovery after three consecutive

annual declines. Households with two or more

members spent an average of JPY 314,001 (USD 2,000)

per month, supported by higher outlays on education,

leisure and durable goods such as automobiles.

Spending on transportation and communication

increased sharply, driven by renewed car purchases

following earlier supply disruptions and higher travel

costs, while entertainment expenditures benefited

from tourism demand linked to the Osaka World Expo.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jh/


However, the recovery in consumption remains

uneven. Food spending fell 1.2% as households cut

back on staples including bread and rice, reflecting

continued price pressures. The Engel’s coefficient

climbed to 28.6%, its highest level in 44 years,

indicating that a growing share of household budgets

is being absorbed by food costs—widely seen in Japan

as a sign of declining living standards. Momentum also

weakened toward year-end, with household spending

falling again in December. [Kyodo News] [Trading

Economics]

Taken together, the figures suggest that Japanese

consumers are sustaining spending through selective,

non-essential purchases despite a sustained squeeze

on real incomes, raising questions about the durability

of the consumption rebound if wage growth fails to

keep pace with inflation.

Japan: Corporate bankruptcies hit 13-year

high

(dql) Corporate bankruptcies in Japan rose to their

highest level in 13 years in January, with 887 firms

failing with liabilities of at least JPY 10 million (about

USD 63,000). The total was up 5.5 percent from a year

earlier, extending a recent upward trend driven mainly

by weak sales and cost pressures, particularly in

consumer-facing and service-related industries.

Business failures linked to sluggish sales accounted for

the majority of cases, rising to 649, while bankruptcies

tied to accumulated losses increased to 116. Failures

caused by rising prices—where companies were

unable to pass higher costs on to customers—jumped

to 76, reflecting squeezed profit margins. Bankruptcies

attributed to rising labor costs climbed to 19 cases,

nearly triple the level a year earlier, as small and mid-

sized firms raised wages to secure workers, worsening

their cash positions.

Although the number of failures increased, the total

liabilities left by bankrupt companies edged down 1.3

percent to JPY 119.8 billion (USD 760 million). No

bankruptcy involving liabilities of JPY 10 billion (around

USD 63 million) or more was recorded during the

month, though midsize firms accounted for a

significant share of the overall liabilities.

The figures suggest mounting stress among small and

midsize businesses as falling real wages (see above)

dampens consumer demand while inflation and labor

shortages push up operating costs. [The Japan Times]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-tl/


Japan: Former Prime Minister Abe

assassin appeals life sentence

(dql) Tetsuya Yamagami, who killed former prime

minister Shinzo Abe during a 2022 campaign event,

has appealed his recent life imprisonment sentence

(see AiR No. 4, January/2026, 4), seeking a fixed-term

jail sentence instead. His lawyers filed the appeal with

the Osaka High Court, arguing that the Nara District

Court failed to sufficiently weigh the severe hardships

of his upbringing.

Yamagami admitted to shooting Abe with a homemade

gun, saying he targeted the former leader because he

believed Abe symbolized the political influence of the

Unification Church, which Yamagami blamed for his

family’s financial collapse due to his mother’s large

donations. The defense framed him as a victim of

religious abuse and asked for a sentence of no more

than 20 years.

The court rejected that argument, ruling that while

Yamagami’s background involved serious difficulties,

the decision to plan and carry out a public

assassination was his own. It emphasized the extreme

danger posed by firing multiple shots into a crowd and

held that Abe bore no responsibility. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Government sets deadlines for

key infrastructure projects, strengthens

transparency rules

(fs) The government has adopted several decisions

related to infrastructure development and public

sector transparency.

The Cabinet instructed relevant officials to accelerate

construction of the 250-kilometer Tavantolgoi-

Gashuunsukhait heavy-duty paved road and ensure it

is commissioned by September 2026, without

extending the existing concession period. The project

is being implemented under a build-operate-transfer

concession model.

The Cabinet also approved amendments to the

concession agreement for the New Ulaanbaatar

International Airport management project, allowing for

the construction of a new office building and the

expansion of parking facilities by approximately 250

additional spaces. Authorities cited growing demand
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from airlines and increasing passenger traffic as the

main drivers for the expansion.

In addition, the Government adopted updated

regulations to improve transparency and access to

public information. These measures aim to standardize

government websites, strengthen information security

and oversight mechanisms, automate transparency

assessments, and enhance public access to

information through unified digital platforms. [Sonin,

in Mongolian]

Mongolia: Exports surge in January, lifting

trade surplus to record level

(fs) Mongolia’s foreign trade balance reached a record

high at the end of January 2026, supported by a sharp

increase in exports. Total foreign trade turnover

amounted to USD 2.6 billion, resulting in a trade

surplus of USD 906.5 million. Exports reached USD 1.7

billion, marking a 71.6 percent increase compared with

the same period last year and continuing an upward

trend observed since March 2025.

Imports grew by 13.4 percent, remaining relatively

stable and contributing to the record monthly trade

balance. The strong export performance was

supported by high commodity prices and volumes.

Gold exports totaled 1.06 tons valued at USD 166.5

million, the highest monthly figure since 2017, as gold

prices reached a historic peak in January.

Coal exports also remained strong, with 10.1 million

tons shipped for USD 640.5 million, extending the

growth trend seen in the second half of 2025. Copper

exports stayed at a high level, with 221.7 thousand

tons of copper concentrate exported for USD 725.9

million during the month. [Bloomberg TV]

North Korea: Party Congress set to be

held in late February

(co) North Korea will convene a major party congress in

late February, according to state media, where leader

Kim Jong Un is expected to lay out the regime’s

domestic and foreign policy directions for the next five

years.  

The Workers’ Party of Korea congress, the highest

decision-making body in North Korea, comes after

years of intensified nuclear and missile development

and deepening ties with Russia that have sharpened
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tensions with the U.S. and South Korea. [The

Associated Press]

North Korea: Amnesty International cites

executions over South Korean media

consumption

(dql) Amnesty International reports that North Korean

authorities have publicly executed individuals accused

of consuming or distributing South Korean media,

based on testimonies from young defectors. [Amnesty

International]

The findings draw on in-depth interviews conducted in

2025 with 25 defectors aged 15–25, who described

severe punishments for watching South Korean

dramas, films, or listening to K-pop. Penalties ranged

from public shaming and reeducation camps to

execution, reinforcing what interviewees described as

a pervasive climate of fear despite widespread, covert

consumption of foreign media.

According to the testimonies, enforcement has been

uneven and corrupt, with outcomes often determined

by a family’s wealth or political connections. Some

individuals avoided harsh punishment through bribes

or ties to officials, while those without resources faced

extreme penalties. Defectors also recounted being

forced, as teenagers, to witness executions as a form

of deterrence.

Amnesty linked these practices to North Korea’s 2020

“Anti-Reactionary Thought and Culture Act,” which

criminalizes possession or viewing of South Korean

content and allows for long prison terms or forced

labor prescribes forced labor up to 15 years. [Korea

JoongAng Daily] [Independent]

South Korea: Opposition party rift

escalates as leader offers confidence vote

(dql) Main opposition People Power Party (PPP) leader

Jang Dong-hyeok has offered to subject himself to a

party-wide confidence vote amid mounting calls for his

resignation following the expulsion of former party

chief Han Dong-hoon late last month (see AiR No. 5,

February/2026, 1). Jang said he would step down both

as party chair and as a lawmaker if party members

vote against his leadership, but challenged critics to

formally trigger such a vote by staking their own

political futures.
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The leadership crisis stems from the party’s decision to

remove Han, a former ally of ex-President Yoon Suk

Yeol, after an internal ethics panel accused him of

anonymously posting online comments critical of Yoon

while serving as party leader. The panel recommended

Han’s expulsion in mid-January, a move later endorsed

by the party’s supreme council by a wide margin.

Han’s supporters have rejected the decision, arguing it

was procedurally compromised and politically

motivated retaliation for Han’s role in encouraging

lawmakers to support Yoon’s impeachment in late

2024, which ultimately led to Yoon’s removal from

office in 2025.

Jang has rejected allegations of irregularities, insisting

the expulsion followed proper procedures and

accusing dissenters within the party of irresponsibly

destabilizing its leadership. [The Korea Herald]

The dispute adds to already deep factional divisions

within the PPP in the aftermath of former President

Yoon’s impeachment and ouster. Jang’s offer of a

confidence vote reflects both pressure on his authority

and the party’s struggle to redefine leadership and

legitimacy as it seeks to regroup in opposition, with

internal cohesion emerging as a key challenge ahead

of June 3 local elections.

South Korea: National Assembly fast-

tracks passage of U.S. investment bill in

bipartisan effort amid tariff pressure

(co) The ruling Democratic Party and the main

opposition People Power Party (PPP) agreed to form a

special committee to deliberate a bill implementing

South Korea’s pledged investment package to the

United States, following talks between their floor

leaders at the National Assembly.

The 16-member committee, chaired by a PPP

lawmaker, will operate for 30 days and review

legislation tied to Seoul’s commitment to invest USD

350 billion in the U.S. under last year’s bilateral trade

deal, with the goal of passage in March.

Leader of the PPP, Jang Dong-hyeok, meanwhile called

for a foreign policy based on the South Korea-U.S.

alliance, calling President Lee Jae Myung’s

maneuvering between China and the U.S. as a

“tightrope walk.” [KBS]

The move comes amid pressure from Donald Trump,

who has warned of restoring 25 percent tariffs on
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South Korean goods over delays in passing the

required legislation. South Korea had negotiated a

reduced 15 percent tariff rate after Trump’s so-called

“liberation day” in April 2025, when 25 percent tariffs

were initially imposed on South Korean Korean

imports. [Yonhap News Agency] [The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, the prime minister held talks with key

ruling Democratic Party lawmakers and the

presidential chief of staff on January 8 to discuss ways

to accelerate the passing of the legislation, while

National Security Adviser Wi Sung-lac raised concerns

over a potential negative impact on bilateral security

consultations by Trump’s tariff hike, including talks on

nuclear-powered submarines. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

[The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Prosecutors seize assets in

real estate development scandal amid

alleged links to President Lee

(dql) Prosecutors have begun enforcing court-ordered

forfeitures by seizing assets from individuals convicted

in the Daejang-dong real estate development scandal,

a long-running corruption case that has drawn national

attention because of alleged links to President Lee Jae

Myung.

The Seoul Central District Prosecutors Office said it is

confiscating vehicles, bonds and other assets held by

Yoo Dong-gyu, a former acting president of Seongnam

Development Corporation, Kim Man-bae, a major

shareholder of private developer Hwacheon Daeyu,

and lawyer Chung Min-yong.

The seizures follow court rulings in October last year

that sentenced Kim and Yoo to eight years in prison

each and Chung to six years, while ordering the

forfeiture of profits deemed illegally obtained from a

large-scale development project launched in

Seongnam in 2015.

Prosecutors said enforcement became necessary after

the convicted defendants twice failed to comply with

the forfeiture orders. Investigators allege the group

manipulated bidding conditions to favor Hwacheon

Daeyu and related entities, enabling them to secure

profits estimated at around KRW 789 billion (about

USD 553 million). [The Korea Herald]

The case remains politically sensitive because the

Daejang-dong project was approved during Lee’s

tenure as mayor of Seongnam, and political opponents

have alleged that decisions taken by his city
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administration enabled the controversial profit

structure.

Lawmaker faces arrest bid over alleged cash-for-

nomination scheme

In a separate case, police have requested arrest

warrants for Kang Sun-woo, an independent lawmaker

formerly with the ruling Democratic Party of Korea,

and Kim Kyung, a former Seoul city councilor, over an

alleged cash-for-nomination scheme linked to the 2022

local elections.

Investigators say Kim offered Kang KRW 100 million

(about USD 68,500) in exchange for securing a party

nomination, an allegation Kang denies despite

acknowledging receipt of a bag from Kim. [The Korea

Times]

South Korea: Assembly speaker pushes

constitutional reform via local election

referendum

(dql) National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik has

pledged to pursue reform of the country’s 1987

Constitution, proposing a national referendum to be

held alongside the June 3 local elections as a key

vehicle for change. [The Korea Herald]

Woo argues the current charter contains “loopholes”

that enable excessive presidential power — including

the authority to declare emergency martial law without

prior legislative approval — and needs updating to

better address modern societal challenges such as

demographic shifts, climate change and regional

imbalances.

Woo’s push follows intense political conflict in Korea,

including a controversial attempt by former President

Yoon Suk Yeol to impose martial law in 2024 that was

later nullified, and rising debates over executive

authority and parliamentary checks. He has called for

shifting approval of martial law declarations to the

legislature and for strengthening the Assembly’s

security and independence.

To enable a simultaneous referendum, the outdated

Referendum Act would need revision, since the current

law does not align with present election laws or voter

eligibility rules. Woo says support for reform spans the

political spectrum, noting even opposition figures have

expressed views aligned with aspects of constitutional

change. [Korea JoongAng Daily]
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South Korea: Ruling party rejects online

posts claiming links between President

Lee and Epstein

(co) The ruling Democratic Party of Korea on January 5

called for a thorough investigation into online posts

alleging links between President Lee Jae Myung and

the Jeffrey Epstein scandal, saying it will file a police

complaint.

Party officials denounced the claims as politically

motivated disinformation that damages the president’s

reputation and undermines national dignity, urging

authorities to identify those behind the production and

spread of the content. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: President Lee urges

conglomerates to expand regional

investment and increase youth hiring

(co) President Lee Jae Myung on January 4 urged

leaders of South Korea’s major conglomerates to

expand investment beyond the capital region and

increase youth hiring, calling for growth dividends to

be shared more evenly across regions and

generations.

Speaking at a gathering with representatives of leading

companies, he also pledged government support

through leader-level diplomacy aligned with corporate

needs during a meeting at Cheong Wa Dae attended by

the heads of the country’s top business groups. [The

Korea Herald]

The ten conglomerates, including Samsung, SK

(Sunkyong Group), LG (Lucky-Goldstar), and Hanwha,

plan to hire 51.600 employees this year, with 34.200 of

those positions allocated for new graduates and

pledged to invest KRW 270 trillion (USD 185 billion) in

regional areas over the next five years. [The Chosun

Daily] [Korea Joongang Daily]

South Korea: Major shipbuilders report to

nearly tripled operating profits in 2025

(co) South Korea’s three major shipbuilders—HD Korea

Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering, Hanwha Ocean

and Samsung Heavy Industries—are projected to

nearly triple operating profits in 2025 to about KRW
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5.88 trillion (USD 4.01 billion) from 2024, representing

a 15.3 percent year-on-year increase in combined

operating revenue.

The strong performance stems from a global

shipbuilding industry recovery and high demand for

high-value-added vessel orders, such as liquefied

natural gas (LNG) carriers. [iMarine]

South Korea: Defense ministry pushes

special law for nuclear-powered

submarine program

(dql) Marking a shift in South Korea’s defense posture,

the defense ministry is moving to draft a special law to

support the development of nuclear-powered

submarines, following U.S. approval for Seoul to obtain

nuclear fuel for such vessels. The ministry has already

launched a research study on the legislation and aims

to initiate the lawmaking process in the first half of the

year, officials said.

Because nuclear-powered submarines require long-

term investment, strict safety oversight, and

coordination across multiple government agencies,

officials argue that existing legal frameworks are

insufficient. The proposed law would create a

dedicated legal basis for nuclear safety standards,

operational management, and procurement

procedures, and would also enable the establishment

of a permanent inter-agency task force to oversee the

program. [Yonhap News Agency]

The push gained momentum after Washington

formally endorsed South Korea’s submarine ambitions

during a bilateral summit last November, signaling U.S.

support for Seoul’s access to uranium enrichment and

spent fuel reprocessing capabilities for naval use (see

AiR No. 46, November/2025, 3).

U.S. backing places Seoul closer to a small group of

states operating nuclear-powered submarines,

reinforcing alliance integration while also raising

sensitivities over nuclear governance and regional

arms dynamics in Northeast Asia.

South Korea: Investigators raid

intelligence service over alleged drone

deployment into North Korea

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-dt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-di/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-dd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-dd/


(co) South Korean investigators raided the country’s

spy agency and military intelligence units as part of a

widening probe into whether government-linked

drones were flown into North Korea earlier this year.

A joint military–police task force searched 18 locations,

including the National Intelligence Service (NIS) and the

Defence Intelligence Command, as it investigates three

active-duty soldiers and one NIS employee, after

Pyongyang accused Seoul of sending a drone into its

airspace in January.

While South Korea initially denied state involvement,

investigators are now examining whether the

operation had official backing of the Yoon Suk Yeol

administration. [TRT World]

South Korea: Army grounds Cobra

helicopter fleet after fatal training crash

(dql) A South Korean Army AH-1S Cobra attack

helicopter crashed during a training flight in Gapyeong

County, Gyeonggi Province, on February 9, killing two

crew members on board. The helicopter went down

shortly after takeoff while conducting emergency

procedure training. The exact cause of the accident

remains under investigation.

Both warrant officers were transported to hospitals

but later died from their injuries, and no civilian

casualties were reported.

In response, the Army has grounded all AH-1S

helicopters of the same model and formed a special

investigative team to determine what led to the crash.

[The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Seoul hopes for

rapprochement with Pyongyang after UN

exempts sanctions on humanitarian aid

(co) The Lee Jae Myung administration expressed

hopes that North Korea will respond positively after

the 1718 Committee of the United Nations Security

Council approved sanctions exemptions for 17

humanitarian aid projects for Pyongyang.

The exemptions were unanimously reached on January

5, after Foreign Minister Cho Hyun sought U.S. support

during talks with Secretary of State Marco Rubio last

week, overcoming reported objections from
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Washington that had delayed the projects. [Yonhap

News Agency]

Taiwan: Government hits out at

Kuomintang over anti-independence

Beijing forum

(acl) Tensions between the government and the

Kuomintang (KMT), Taiwan’s main opposition party,

have flared up after party officials joined Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) representatives in opposing

Taiwan independence at a cross-strait forum in Beijing.

Jointly hosted by China’s Taiwan Affairs Office and the

KMT’s National Policy Foundation on February 3 after a

10-year hiatus, the forum is widely seen as paving the

way for a potential meeting between KMT Chair Cheng

Li-wun and Chinese President Xi Jinping.

At the forum, Song Tao, director of China’s Taiwan

Affairs Office, said the CCP and KMT must oppose

Taiwan independence to ensure “the correct direction”

of cross-strait relations, adding that Beijing would

continue pursuing cross-strait economic cooperation

while showing zero tolerance for independence forces

and external interference. Song urged Taiwanese

political parties and civic groups to resist such

intervention.

KMT Vice Chair Hsiao Hsu-tsen echoed the stance,

saying people on both sides of the strait were ethnic

Chinese who should work together to rejuvenate the

Chinese nation. He added that the forum could help

revitalize Taiwan’s industries, particularly tourism and

cross-strait economic cooperation, and address shared

concerns such as medical care for aging populations,

climate change, AI, and renewable energy.

Lee Hong-yuan, deputy chair of the KMT-affiliated

National Policy Foundation, later said that participants

from both sides agreed on “15 shared

recommendations,” including promoting group tours

from China’s Fujian province and Shanghai to Taiwan

and strengthening exchanges among businesses,

research institutions, and industry groups.

In contrast, MAC Minister Chiu Chui-cheng criticized

the KMT’s participation, saying it disregarded

escalating hostility from Beijing, including military

activity, diplomatic and economic coercion, and what

he described as “cross-border suppression” targeting

Taiwanese military personnel, officials, and civilians.

Chiu also warned that risks to Taiwanese citizens

traveling to China are rising, citing a fourfold increase
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last year to 221 cases involving disappearances,

interrogations, detentions, and restrictions on

personal freedom. [Focus Taiwan][Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Cabinet to seek cross-party

support for Taiwan–U.S. reciprocal trade

agreement

(acl) The Cabinet plans to seek cross-party support for

the Agreement on Reciprocal Trade (ART) between

Taiwan and the U.S., along with an accompanying

memorandum of understanding (MOU) signed in

January.

Under Taiwan’s Conclusion of Treaties Act, the Cabinet

is required to submit the ART for review by the

opposition-controlled Legislature and will also

voluntarily send the nonbinding MOU to lawmakers.

The MOU includes pledges of up to USD 250 billion in

investment in the U.S. by Taiwanese semiconductor,

electronics manufacturing services, AI, and energy

companies, along with up to USD 250 billion in

government credit guarantees. The Cabinet said it

would publicly disclose the full contents of the ART

after it is signed.

On February 6, Deputy Legislative Speaker Johnny

Chiang of the main opposition party, the Kuomintang

(KMT), said American Institute in Taiwan Director

Raymond Greene had told him the trade agreement

could be signed by mid-February. Chiang added that

the Legislature is expected to review and pass the pact

promptly, with the aim of stabilizing local industrial

development.

The U.S. verbally committed on January 15 to lowering

tariffs on Taiwanese goods from 20 percent to 15

percent without stacking them on existing most-

favored-nation rates, and to granting semiconductors

and related products favorable treatment under

Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act. [Focus Taiwan]

[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Retired police, firefighters file

lawsuit against government over blocked

pension increase

(acl) On February 5, more than 2,000 retired police

officers and firefighters filed a class action lawsuit

against the government after the Cabinet refused to

fund a pension increase approved by opposition
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lawmakers in January 2025 and signed into law by

President Lai Ching-te.

The case, before the Taipei High Administrative Court,

names the Cabinet, the Ministry of the Interior, and the

Ministry of Civil Service as defendants.

The Cabinet has challenged the measure on

constitutional grounds, arguing that the Legislature

exceeded its authority by mandating additional

spending, and has sought a provisional injunction and

constitutional interpretation from the Constitutional

Court, both still pending.

Retiree representatives accused the government of

unfair treatment, citing plans to raise pensions for

retired farmers, while Taiwan People’s Party Chairman

Huang Kuo-chang said President Lai was failing to

implement the law.

The Cabinet countered that civil servants, including

retired police and firefighters, received cumulative pay

raises of 14.7 percent between 2018 and 2025, and

said the Cabinet would issue retroactive payments if

the Constitutional Court upholds the pension

increases. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Questions persist over opposition

lawmaker’s China nationality

renunciation

(yl) In a case highlighting the heightened sensitivities in

Taiwan over loyalty, national security, and China’s

pressure on the island, Taiwanese authorities are

scrutinizing whether opposition Taiwan People’s Party

(TPP) legislator Li Chen-hsiu, the first China-born

naturalized Taiwanese elected to the legislature, has

legally completed the renunciation of her PRC

nationality as required under Taiwan’s Nationality Act.

The Ministry of the Interior says it has received no

legally valid proof of renunciation and insists the

requirement is mandatory for assuming public office, a

position backed by the Cabinet and the premier.

Li maintains that she followed all legal procedures, has

begun her duties, and pledges loyalty solely to the

Republic of China. [Focus Taiwan]

Separately, the interior ministry announced plans to

limit access to classified information for Li, citing legal

constraints under the Nationality Act that bar

individuals with dual citizenship from serving as public

representatives. The ministry said it will apply existing
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regulations to bar Lee — who has been attempting to

renounce her Chinese nationality — from handling

sensitive files until her status is resolved, and it will not

assist in the renunciation process due to doubts about

the documentation she presented.

The TPP sharply disputed the decision, arguing Lee’s

situation is covered by the Constitution and that the

government’s stance is inconsistent and creates legal

confusion, especially given differing signals from the

Central Election Commission. Opposition lawmakers

also challenged whether the interior ministry has

authority to restrict access for a sworn-in legislator,

suggesting the matter should be adjudicated by the

Constitutional Court. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Defense ministry seeks U.S.

extension to keep arms sales on track

(yl) Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense said it will

seek to extend the validity of U.S. letters of offer and

acceptance (LOAs) for three major weapons systems to

prevent delays or cancellation of arms sales amid a

deadlock in the Taiwanese parliament over the special

defense budget.

The LOAs, which expire on March 15, cover M109A7

self-propelled howitzers, Javelin anti-armor missiles,

and TOW missiles included in an USD 11.1 billion U.S.

arms package announced in December. The ministry

said failure to sign the LOAs on time could require

restarting the entire arms sales process.

The MND urged the Legislature to complete its review

of the NTD 1.25 trillion (approx. USD 40 billion) special

defense budget, warning that continued delays could

jeopardize procurement critical to Taiwan’s defense

readiness. [Focus Taiwan]

The legistaltive deadlock centers on divisions between

the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) and the

opposition Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People’s

Party (TPP), which together hold a legislative majority

following the January elections. The dispute has

persisted for several months, with opposition

lawmakers refusing to clear the NTD 1.25 trillion (about

USD 40 billion) special defense budget without

revisions. The DPP argues that swift approval is

essential to meet procurement timelines linked to U.S.

arms sales and to strengthen deterrence against

China, while the KMT and TPP contend that the

package lacks sufficient oversight, includes front-

loaded spending, and should be broken into smaller

tranches subject to tighter legislative review.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-hd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-hh/


Taiwan: Air Force to procure US-made C-

130J aircraft to modernize fleet

(acl) On February 8, Taiwan’s military announced plans

to purchase 10 C-130J transport aircraft from the U.S.

as part of efforts to modernize the Air Force’s aging

fleet.

The Air Force originally intended to upgrade its existing

C-130H fleet with integrated cockpit interfaces,

improved maritime search-and-rescue capabilities,

global positioning technology, and collision-avoidance

systems. However, the plan was abandoned due to

high costs, the need for structural reinforcement of

aging airframes, and operational risks associated with

continuing to fly older aircraft.

Under the revised plan, the Air Force will acquire 10 C-

130J aircraft, while existing C-130H planes will undergo

basic upgrades. The new models will be assigned more

demanding missions, such as night operations.

Compared with earlier variants, the J model features a

fully digital cockpit, stronger engine thrust, improved

fuel efficiency, greater range, shorter takeoff and

landing distances, and higher payload capacity. These

advantages provide enhanced air mobility and greater

tactical flexibility when operating in high-risk

environments. [Taiwan News][CNA in Chinese]

Taiwan: Long-range attack drone clears

U.S. integration tests ahead of flight trials

(dql) Taiwan’s Chien Feng IV long-range attack drone

has completed payload and mission-system integration

tests in the United States, clearing the program for

upcoming flight trials.

The system is based on a modified MQM-178 Firejet

target drone, adapted with a weapons bay and

guidance-and-control module. The resulting jet-

powered drone has an estimated range of up to 1,000

km, a maximum speed approaching Mach 0.69 in

cruise and near-supersonic speeds during its terminal

attack phase and carries a 30-kg warhead.

The long-term objective is to deploy the system in large

numbers to create a cost-effective and rapidly

deployable strike capability, consistent with concepts

of “affordable mass.” [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Military police stage urban

combat drill in Taipei to bolster capital

defense

(dql) Taiwan’s Military Police 239th Armored Battalion

carried out a combat training exercise in Taipei,

practicing reconnaissance patrols, key point security,

and command-and-control operations around the

capital city. The battalion deployed armored vehicles to

tactical positions during the drill and worked on quick

reaction capabilities for unexpected contingencies.

The unit is responsible for safeguarding critical

facilities in Taipei, and the exercise aims to improve

familiarity with urban terrain and response readiness.

The Military Police have also recently stood up a new

air defense sub-unit and are set to receive enhanced

Stinger air defense systems by 2028. Separately, the

Military Police 202nd Command has been enlarging its

force and conducting multi-battalion exercises focused

on countering decapitation threats. [Taiwan News]

The Military Police 202nd Command is a regional

command of Taiwan’s Military Police Command

responsible primarily for defending the capital, Taipei,

and protecting key national leaders and facilities.
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(lm) Bangladesh has entered the legally mandated pre-

poll silence period ahead of the February 12 national

parliamentary election and constitutional referendum,

closing nearly three weeks of intensive campaigning

and shifting the process into a tightly regulated voting

phase. The election comes 18 months after the July–

August 2024 mass uprising that forced former Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina from office and ushered in an

interim administration led by Muhammad Yunus.

[Dhaka Tribune 1]

The vote will determine the composition of the Jatiya

Sangsad, Bangladesh’s parliament, which consists of

350 seats: 300 directly elected constituency seats and

50 reserved seats for women, allocated proportionally

based on parties’ parliamentary strength. Members

serve five-year terms, and the leader of the

parliamentary majority or coalition will form the next

government and assume the post of prime minister.

Bangladesh is a parliamentary republic, with a largely

ceremonial president elected indirectly by parliament.

This year’s election is being held in 299 constituencies,

with voting postponed in one seat following the death

of a candidate. Voters will cast two ballots: a white

ballot to elect their member of parliament, and a pink

ballot for a nationwide referendum on the July

National Charter, a bundled package of constitutional

reforms. A “Yes” vote would require the incoming

parliament to act as a constitutional reform council

and implement changes including limits on prime-

ministerial terms, an upper house of parliament, and

revised anti-defection rules; a “No” vote would remove

that obligation. [Al Jazeera]

More than 127 million voters are eligible to participate,

making this one of the largest democratic exercises in

the world. Bangladesh also has one of the region’s

youngest electorates, with roughly 44 percent of voters

under 37 and around five million first-time voters. For

the first time, expatriate Bangladeshis and certain

domestic voters have participated through an IT-

supported hybrid postal voting system, with over one

million postal ballots already cast before election day.

Politically, the contest has been reshaped by the

suspension of the Awami League, whose registration

was withdrawn following the 2024 upheaval,

preventing it from fielding candidates. As a result, the

contest has largely consolidated around the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) – the historical

archrival of Hasina’s Awami League - and its allies, the

bloc led by Jamaat-e-Islami – Bangladesh’s largest

Islamist party and a former BNP ally - , and smaller

protest-born groups, notably the National Citizen Party
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(NCP), which emerged from student-led organizations

directly involved in the 2024 protests.

At a Dhaka event, BNP leader Tarique Rahman framed

the election as a chance to restore democratic

accountability after years of one-party dominance. The

manifesto outlines nine core pledges, including

reinstating a neutral caretaker election system, limiting

any individual to two terms as prime minister, creating

an upper house of parliament, easing restrictions on

lawmakers’ voting independence, and advancing socio-

economic measures such as income support for low-

income households, expanded farm subsidies, large-

scale recruitment of health workers, youth

employment programs, and climate-resilience

initiatives. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Domestic and international observers increasingly

describe the BNP as the leading contender. Opinion

polling by Eminence Associates for Social

Development, based on around 41,500 respondents,

projects the BNP-led alliance could secure roughly 208

seats, compared with about 46 seats for the Jamaat-led

alliance, with the remainder split among smaller

parties and independents. Several international outlets

have characterized Rahman as the likely next prime

minister, citing revived grassroots organization and

large rally turnouts, even as the margins remain

competitive. [Dhaka Tribune 3] [Dhaka Tribune 4]

[BBC]

At the same time, Jamaat-e-Islami has consolidated its

position by emphasizing anti-corruption, judicial

independence, and moral governance, and by calling

for public debates on competing manifestos. The

National Citizen Party, formed out of the student-led

protest movement, has struggled to broaden its appeal

and entered a tactical alliance with Jamaat, a move that

triggered internal dissent, including resignations over

women’s representation and ideological direction.

[Dhaka Tribune 5] [Dhaka Tribune 6]

Beyond party competition, the vote is paired with a

national referendum on the July National Charter,

asking voters to approve a bundled package of

constitutional reforms. A “Yes” outcome would obligate

the incoming parliament to implement wide-ranging

changes within a fixed timeframe, while a “No” vote

would leave the reforms to the discretion of the next

government.

Authorities have deployed nearly one million security

personnel nationwide and imposed restrictions on

vehicles, campaigning, and movement near polling

stations. For the first time, an IT-supported hybrid

postal voting system enabled expatriates and certain
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domestic voters to cast ballots early; more than one

million postal votes had already been recorded,

including over 500,000 from overseas Bangladeshis.

[The Daily Star 7] [Dhaka Tribune 8]

Amid the buildup, Transparency International

Bangladesh warned that long-standing patterns of

money politics, religious mobilization, muscle power,

and electoral code violations persist, citing excessive

spending, sporadic violence, and administrative

missteps that could undermine confidence. [Dhaka

Tribune 9]

Bangladesh: Election commission relaxes

campaign rules days before

parliamentary vote

(lm) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) has

amended the parliamentary election code of conduct

just one week before the February 12 polls, easing

restrictions on campaign sound systems and voter

information materials. The change followed a request

from the Bangladesh Nationalist Party, which argued

that clearer voter slips would help citizens identify

their preferred candidates and increase participation.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Interim government drops

23,865 political cases, upgrades benefits

for 2024 protest veterans

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has combined

legal relief for opposition figures with expanded

compensation for those injured during the 2024 mass

protests, framing both steps as part of a broader effort

to address past political repression and stabilize the

domestic political environment ahead of elections.

The Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs

confirmed that 23,865 criminal cases deemed false or

politically motivated have been withdrawn. Officials

said the cases—filed between January 2009 and August

2024 under the former Awami League, the party that

previously led the government—targeted activists and

leaders from opposition groups including the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party, Bangladesh Jamaat-e-

Islami, and Hefazat-e-Islam Bangladesh. Authorities

estimate that around 500,000 individuals are relieved

from legal proceedings and related harassment.

District-level and inter-ministerial committees

reviewed petitions across dozens of meetings, and the
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withdrawal process is ongoing, with further dismissals

possible. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

In parallel, the government upgraded the official injury

status of hundreds of so-called “July warriors,”

referring to individuals wounded during the July–

August 2024 anti-government protests that led to the

change in administration. The Ministry of Liberation

War Affairs elevated 387 people to the most severe

injury classification (Category A) and 474 from Category

C to B, while removing 128 names due to false or

duplicate claims. Benefits are tied to severity. Category

A recipients receive a one-time BDT 500,000 (USD

4,100) and a monthly BDT 20,000 (USD 164); Category

B receives BDT 300,000 (USD 2,460) and BDT 15,000

(USD 123) monthly; Category C receives BDT 100,000

(USD 820) and BDT 10,000 (USD 82) per month. [Dhaka

Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Ex- army chief tells tribunal

intelligence and elite security units ran

secret detentions and killings, urges

dismantling

(lm) Bangladesh’s former army chief, General (retired)

Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, told the International Crimes

Tribunal that the country’s military intelligence service

and its elite paramilitary law-enforcement force were

responsible for systematic illegal detentions, enforced

disappearances, torture, and extrajudicial killings, and

argued that both bodies should be dismantled to

restore accountability.

Testifying as a prosecution witness in a crimes against

humanity case against Major General (retired) Ziaul

Ahsan—accused of involvement in more than 100

cases of enforced disappearance and killing during the

previous administration of ousted ex-Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina—Bhuiyan said the Directorate General

of Forces Intelligence (DGFI), the armed forces’ main

intelligence agency, routinely detained civilians,

including ministers and senior political figures, in

secret cells between 2007 and 2009, when Bangladesh

was under a military-backed caretaker government. He

described torture as normalized and said officers

increasingly acted without fear of consequences.

Bhuiyan also called for the abolition of the Rapid

Action Battalion (RAB), a paramilitary security force

combining police and military personnel that has long

been accused by human rights groups of “crossfire”

killings. If dismantling the force outright is not possible,

he said, serving army officers should be withdrawn

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ui/


immediately. He alleged that junior officers were

“misguided” into unlawful operations and referred to

claims that victims’ bodies were secretly disposed of.

[Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Investigation into opposition

campaign leader’s killing delayed again as

protests mount and government seeks

UN probe

(lm) The investigation into the killing of Sharif Osman

Hadi, convener of Inqilab Mancha—a protest-driven

political platform that emerged during the 2024 mass

uprising—has stalled again, with a Dhaka court

deferring submission of the further investigation

report for the fifth time after the Criminal Investigation

Department (CID) failed to file its findings. The court

had previously ordered a reinvestigation after the

group rejected an earlier police charge sheet naming

17 suspects. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Hadi, who had planned to contest the upcoming

parliamentary elections as an independent candidate

from the Dhaka-8 constituency, was shot in the head

on December 12 while conducting public outreach in

central Dhaka and died on December 18 after

treatment in Singapore. Eleven suspects are in

custody, while six remain at large.

Citing a lack of confidence in domestic investigators,

Inqilab Mancha activists and family members have

staged sit-ins outside the chief adviser’s official

residence demanding an impartial investigation under

United Nations supervision. The interim government

has since stated it has requested the Office of the

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

to undertake or support an international investigation

and pledged full cooperation. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

[Dhaka Tribune 3] [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Bangladesh: interim government touts

media liberalization as key reform as

editors warn over security-force

interference ahead of elections

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim administration is presenting

expanded press freedoms as one of its signature

reforms, while media representatives caution that

recent actions by security forces risk undermining

those gains in the sensitive pre-election period.
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At a press briefing in Dhaka, the chief adviser’s press

secretary described the past 18 months of “full media

freedom” as the most significant institutional change in

the sector. He said the government had repealed or

scrapped provisions in the Digital and Cyber Security

laws previously used to restrict speech, withdrawn all

speech-related cases filed under those laws, and

allowed outlets shuttered under the former Awami

League government to reopen. He added that no

media organization had been forced to close during

the caretaker period. The administration also pledged

further transparency measures, including the

upcoming publication of advisers’ asset declarations

and a national address ahead of elections. [Dhaka

Tribune 1]

However, the Editors’ Council—a professional body

representing newspaper editors—voiced concern over

what it called “unwanted intrusion” by security forces

into media institutions. It cited a recent incident in

which army personnel entered the office of a

registered digital outlet, arguing that any operational

or legal issues should be handled through formal

judicial procedures rather than direct intervention. The

group warned that such actions could intimidate

journalists and send negative signals to voters during

the electoral lead-up. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Security forces detain

hundreds of Rohingya living outside

camps ahead of elections

(lm) Bangladeshi security forces have detained more

than 600 Rohingya living outside official refugee camps

in Ukhiya, Cox’s Bazar, amid heightened security

concerns ahead of national elections. The operation,

led by the army with police support, targeted

settlements in Palongkhali Union, where Rohingya

refugees were reportedly living under the shelter of

local Bangladeshis or in makeshift housing.

Officials from the Refugee Relief and Repatriation

Commissioner (RRRC) acknowledged that large

numbers of Rohingya remain outside camps, with

estimates suggesting around 1,000 in Palongkhali

alone, often living on forest land or with host families.

They attributed the situation to sustained inflows from

Myanmar over the past two and a half years, which

have outpaced Bangladesh’s capacity to provide formal

shelter.

The Rohingya are a persecuted Muslim minority from

Myanmar’s Rakhine State. Following a major military

crackdown in August 2017, around 800,000 fled to
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Bangladesh. Authorities estimate that Bangladesh now

hosts roughly 1.3 million Rohingya, including tens of

thousands of children born annually in the camps,

while new arrivals continue to cross the border despite

tightened controls. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: New National Human Rights

Commission leadership formally assumes

office

(lm) The newly appointed leadership of Bangladesh’s

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has

formally taken office, marking a reset for the

institution at a time of heightened scrutiny over rights

and accountability.

Former High Court Division Justice Moyeenul Islam

Chowdhury has assumed duties as NHRC chairman. He

previously headed the Commission of Inquiry on

Enforced Disappearances, a high-profile body tasked

with examining allegations of state-linked abductions.

Two former members of that inquiry, Md. Nur Khan

and Nabila Idris, have been appointed as

commissioners, alongside Professor Md. Shariful Islam

of the University of Dhaka and human rights activist

Ilira Dewan. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Major rating agency keeps

negative outlook on banking sector

(lm) Moody’s—one of the world’s three major credit

rating agencies, whose assessments influence investor

confidence and borrowing costs for governments and

banks—has maintained a negative outlook on

Bangladesh’s banking sector, warning that weak

growth, persistent inflation, and governance

shortcomings are increasing financial stress across the

system and could weigh on broader economic stability.

The agency expects only a modest recovery in

economic growth to about 5 percent in fiscal year

2025–26, while inflation is projected to remain high at

around 8.3 percent. With prices elevated, the

Bangladesh Bank has kept its policy rate at 10 percent,

limiting credit expansion and dampening business

activity. Political uncertainty ahead of elections in the

first half of 2026 is also weighing on confidence.

The main risk stems from deteriorating loan quality.

The non-performing loan ratio—credit that borrowers

are failing to repay—has surged to about 35 percent by
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mid-2025, up sharply from 9 percent at the end of

2023 following tighter classification rules. Moody’s

warned that continued weak demand and high

operating costs will push more borrowers into distress,

forcing banks to increase loss provisions and reducing

profitability.

Several state-owned and Islamic banks remain

undercapitalized, reflecting long-standing governance

and oversight weaknesses. Although liquidity

conditions remain relatively stable due to deposit

growth and remittance inflows, stronger institutions

are attracting most deposits, leaving weaker banks

more vulnerable. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Forex reserves rise above

USD 29 billion under IMF standard

(lm) Bangladesh’s foreign exchange reserves have

climbed above USD 29 billion for the first time since

the central bank adopted the International Monetary

Fund (IMF) accounting method, marking a modest but

symbolically important improvement in the country’s

external position after several years of pressure on the

currency and balance of payments.

According to the Bangladesh Bank (the central bank),

reserves stood at USD 29.47 billion, up from USD 29.23

billion earlier in the week. The recovery has been

driven primarily by strong remittance inflows from

overseas workers and softer import demand, which

reduced pressure on the country’s foreign currency

stock. The central bank has also shifted from selling

U.S. dollars to defend the taka to purchasing dollars in

the interbank market, buying about USD 4.3 billion this

fiscal year through auctions to rebuild buffers and

stabilize the exchange rate.

For context, reserves had previously peaked above

USD 48 billion in 2021 before declining sharply due to

post-pandemic import surges and higher global

commodity prices linked to the Russia–Ukraine war,

falling to around USD 24 billion by mid-2024. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Strike continues to disrupt

operations at country’s main trade

gateway

(lm) Workers at Chittagong Port—Bangladesh’s largest

seaport and the primary hub handling the vast
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majority of the country’s containerized imports and

exports—have announced a fresh indefinite strike

beginning February 8, protesting the government’s

plan to lease the New Mooring Container Terminal

(NCT) to DP World, a Dubai-based global port operator.

An earlier stoppage had already brought port activity

to a standstill. Loading and unloading of containers

and break-bulk cargo, delivery of imports, ship

berthing and unberthing, and truck movements inside

the port were suspended. Workers escalated from

limited daily strikes to a 24-hour shutdown and then to

an indefinite work stoppage. Although talks with the

Shipping Adviser temporarily paused the action,

employees resumed after their demands remained

unmet. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Iron ore exploration resumes

in Rangpur after six decades

(lm) Bangladesh has resumed exploration at its first

identified iron ore site in Pirganj, Rangpur, nearly sixty

years after initial surveys under the former Pakistan

administration. The state-run Bangladesh Geological

Survey has begun drilling a new geological well at

Chhoto Paharapur village, aiming to confirm

commercially viable reserves.

Preliminary signs of iron deposits were first recorded

in 1965, when four wells were drilled but later sealed

and the project abandoned. Follow-up surveys and a

2023 test well found traces of mineralization. The

current campaign plans drilling to depths of up to

1,200 meters and will also assess the presence of

copper, nickel, manganese, and gold. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government renames Rapid

Action Battalion as Special Intervention

Force

(lm) Bangladesh has decided to rename the Rapid

Action Battalion (RAB) as the Special Intervention Force

(SIF), following a law-and-order core committee

meeting at the Secretariat.

RAB, created in 2003 under the Armed Police Battalion

(Amendment) Act, is an elite, composite security unit

operating under the Ministry of Home Affairs. It brings

together personnel from the police, army, navy, air

force, Border Guard Bangladesh, and Ansar, and has

been used for counterterrorism, anti-drug operations,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ok/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ou/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-bl/


and high-profile criminal investigations. Since its

inception, however, the force has faced sustained

criticism from domestic and international human

rights organizations over alleged extrajudicial killings

and enforced disappearances. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Trade deficit more than doubles

in 2025 as imports surge

(lm) Bhutan’s trade deficit widened sharply in 2025,

more than doubling to BTN 120.8 billion (USD 1.45

billion) from BTN 58.7 billion (USD 0.70 billion), the

highest level in a decade and above the government’s

target ceiling. Exports rose modestly by eleven percent

to BTN 69.3 billion (USD 0.83 billion), but imports

jumped fifty-seven percent to BTN 190.1 billion (USD

2.28 billion), driving the imbalance.

The deterioration was import-driven. Beyond higher

fuel and consumer goods purchases, a single category

—processing and computer-related machinery—

accounted for BTN 45.22 billion (USD 0.54 billion),

reflecting large capital and technology investments.

Exports remained concentrated in hydropower and

ferro-alloys, with limited diversification.

India remained the dominant partner, with bilateral

trade broadly stable. The deficit expansion came

mainly from third-country trade, where imports

quadrupled to BTN 80 billion (USD 0.96 billion) while

exports declined. Overall, Bhutan’s external position

remains structurally dependent on imports outside the

electricity sector, making the trade balance vulnerable

to investment cycles and energy demand. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: SOEs target higher revenue and

tighter oversight under new performance

compacts

(lm) Bhutan’s government has introduced stricter

Annual Performance Compacts for 2026 to improve

the financial sustainability, efficiency, and governance

of key state-owned enterprises (SOEs), which together

account for roughly 23 percent of gross domestic

product. The Ministry of Finance signed agreements

with nine enterprises, setting higher revenue targets,

tighter cost controls, and clearer service benchmarks,

alongside monthly monitoring and quarterly reviews to

strengthen accountability.
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Several firms aim for marked gains. Bhutan

Broadcasting Service plans to lift revenue 16 percent to

BTN 392 million (USD 4.7 million) while tripling pre-tax

profit. Bhutan Development Bank targets BTN 3.56

billion (USD 42.7 million) in revenue and lower non-

performing loans. The Food Corporation of Bhutan

aims for BTN 4.67 billion (USD 56.0 million) in revenue

and BTN 64.6 million (USD 0.8 million) in profit, while

other enterprises seek turnarounds or efficiency

improvements. Public broadcasting continues to

receive a subsidy of BTN 198.516 million (USD 2.38

million) to support nationwide service obligations.

Officials say recent tax cuts—from 30 percent to 22

percent corporate income tax—should free capital for

reinvestment, boost profitability, and ultimately raise

dividends to the state, reducing long-term fiscal

pressure. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Experts urge expansion of private

hospitals to ease pressure on public

healthcare system

(lm) Bhutan’s free public healthcare system is facing

growing strain due to shortages of specialists, limited

equipment, and long waiting times, prompting more

patients to seek care at private diagnostic centers or

abroad. Overseas referrals have steadily increased

from 676 cases in fiscal year 2021–22 to 1,244 in 2024–

25, while government spending on treatment abroad

rose from BTN 214.03 million (USD 2.57 million) to BTN

730 million (USD 8.76 million). Individual families

traveling for care, such as childbirth in Thailand, often

spend over BTN 500,000 (USD 6,000) per case.

Health professionals argue that regulated private

hospitals could complement—not replace—the

constitutional guarantee of free basic healthcare by

handling diagnostics and routine outpatient services,

reducing pressure on public facilities. Officials say

domestic capacity is improving, but experts maintain

that expanding private options would shorten waits,

retain foreign currency, and give patients more choice.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Convictions fall sharply in 2025 as

prison population remains elevated

(lm) Bhutan recorded a marked decline in criminal

convictions in 2025, according to the Ministry of Home

Affairs, with 1,504 individuals convicted during the
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year, down 23.88 percent from 1,976 in 2024 and well

below 2,486 in 2023, continuing a multi-year

downward trend. The Home Minister did not disclose

the overall national conviction rate but confirmed the

drop reflects fewer individuals found guilty across

categories of offenses rather than changes in reporting

alone.

As of early February, the country’s total prison

population stood at 2,222 inmates. Roughly 39.55

percent are held in closed residential facilities,

including the central prison in Chamgang and other

district institutions, while 1,343 inmates are placed in

open-air prisons across 12 dzongkhags, Bhutan’s

administrative districts, with the remainder housed in

other correctional facilities. Authorities did not release

spending figures for the prison system.

Officials cautioned against interpreting conviction rates

in isolation. Data from specific categories show that

outcomes remain high in cases that reach trial. The

Office of the Attorney General reported that in 2023 it

secured convictions in 446 of 451 completed trials, or

about 99 percent, while the Anti-Corruption

Commission recorded a 93.6 percent conviction rate in

corruption prosecutions.

The government noted that such figures largely reflect

prosecutorial selectivity and evidentiary thresholds

rather than overall crime trends. For international

comparison, conviction rates in formally prosecuted

cases are also high in several advanced jurisdictions,

including Japan and parts of Scandinavia, while

broader systems such as India report substantially

lower aggregate rates. [Kuensel]

India: Opposition moves to impeach lower

house Speaker over alleged partisanship

(dql) Opposition parties are preparing to initiate a

constitutional motion seeking the removal of Om Birla,

Speaker of the Lok Sabha — the lower house of India’s

bicameral parliament — accusing him of abandoning

neutrality and curbing parliamentary debate.

The move follows a series of confrontations during the

ongoing Budget session, most notably the Speaker’s

decision to prevent opposition leader Rahul Gandhi of

the Congress party from speaking during the Motion of

Thanks to the President’s address, the suspension of

eight opposition MPs for the remainder of the session,

and remarks by Birla that opposition members say

were dismissive of women legislators. The Motion of

Thanks to the President’s Address is a formal
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parliamentary procedure in India through which

Parliament debates and endorses the President’s

address delivered at the start of a new Lok Sabha term

or the first session of each year.

Opposition leaders say they first attempted to resolve

the impasse through dialogue with the Speaker but

concluded that procedural bias had become

systematic. They are now considering invoking Article

94(c) of the Constitution, which allows for the Speaker’s

removal through a resolution backed by at least 100

MPs.

While the government has acknowledged the

opposition’s right to bring such a motion, it has

indicated that the ruling coalition’s numerical strength

makes its passage highly unlikely. [The Tribune 1] [The

Times of India]

Lower house paralyzed as opposition protests stall budget

session

The move came after the lower house was unable to

function on February 6 after sustained opposition

protests led to repeated adjournments and no

legislative business. Disruptions began shortly after the

session opened, with lawmakers entering the well of

the House and forcing proceedings to be suspended

for the day.

The protests focused on the government’s handling of

the 2020 India–China military standoff and objections

to curbs placed on Opposition leaders during debate.

Opposition parties, with the Congress at the forefront,

have mounted protests both inside Parliament and

beyond after the Speaker barred Gandhi from

speaking on remarks attributed to former Army Chief

General MM Naravane’s unpublished memoir, which

reportedly touch on the roles of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh during the 2020 India–China

border crisis.

Lawmakers also demonstrated outside Parliament

against the proposed India–US trade agreement. [The

Tribune 2] [The New Indian Express]

India: Kerala State Assembly urges central

government to roll back new rural jobs

law

(dql) The Kerala Legislative Assembly has unanimously

adopted a resolution calling on the central government

to withdraw a recently introduced rural employment
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law (see AiR No. 51, December/2025, 4) and reinstate

the earlier nationwide job guarantee program.

Lawmakers argued that the new framework weakens

assured employment protections and shifts a larger

share of financial responsibility onto state

governments.

The resolution reflects concerns that the revised

system could limit access to rural jobs, undermine

livelihood security and place additional strain on state

finances.

Kerala’s move follows similar actions by several other

southern states, reflecting coordinated resistance from

states not ruled by the Bharatiya Janata Party of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi. [The Tribune]

India: Moody’s sees 6.4% GDP growth in

FY27

(dql) Global credit rating agency Moody’s Ratings

expects India’s real GDP to expand by about 6.4

percent in the fiscal year 2026-27, making it the fastest-

growing major economy among the G-20.

This forecast reflects strong domestic demand, policy

reforms like GST rationalization and higher tax

thresholds that have boosted consumer spending, and

solid macroeconomic stability. The robust growth

outlook is also seen as underpinning a stable banking

system, with healthy capital positions, resilient balance

sheets, and credit growth ahead.

Moody’s projection is slightly below the Indian

government’s own forecast (which had ranged from

about 6.8 percent to 7.2 percent for FY27 but still

signals sustained momentum. Inflation remaining

moderate and steady domestic consumption are cited

as key drivers. Some strains remain in smaller

enterprises, yet overall credit quality is expected to

stay firm.

The agency also notes policy and external backdrop

factors, including recent trade developments such as a

US-India trade agreement that has lowered tariffs,

which could help ease export pressures and improve

business sentiment. [The Economic Times]

India: Government lifts wheat stock limits

as supplies rebound and prices ease
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(dql) The government has dropped restrictions on how

much wheat traders, wholesalers and retailers can

hold, a move made possible by a buildup in domestic

grain supplies and easing price pressures. The

stockholding limits were first put in place in May 2025

to curb hoarding and tame rising food costs.

While the caps have now been removed, businesses

are still required to report their wheat inventories

weekly to authorities. In a related policy shift, New

Delhi recently cleared exports of up to 500,000 metric

tons of wheat flour and similar products, loosening

curbs that had been active since 2022. [Reuters]

India: Missile test, radar procurement

underline push to strengthen strategic

and air-defence capabilities

(dql) India’s Strategic Forces Command has successfully

test-fired the Agni-3 intermediate-range ballistic

missile, confirming that it met all intended operational

and technical parameters. [The Tribune]

The solid-fuel, two-stage system has a strike range of

approximately 3,000–3,500 km and is capable of

carrying a nuclear payload, strengthening India’s

existing strategic missile capabilities. With its range,

the missile covers most of Pakistan and parts of China,

bolstering deterrence dynamics in the region and

contributing to India’s broader strategic posture.

Defense officials and experts said the successful trial

highlights reliability of this long-standing system and

reflects ongoing efforts to sustain and refine India’s

indigenous strategic arsenal. [Republic World]

Meanwhile, the government has begun a fast-track

process to buy 30 low-level light-weight radars for the

Indian Army by inviting companies to submit their

offers for the contract, which is expected to cost

around USD 87 million.

These radars are intended to improve the Army’s

ability to monitor low-flying aerial threats like drones

and aircraft by scanning and tracking targets at up to

about 50 km and linking into existing air-defence

networks. [The Times of India]

India: New indigenous fighter jets ready

(dql) State-owned aerospace and defence company

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) has confirmed
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that five Tejas Mark-1A fighter aircraft are fully built

and ready for delivery to the Indian Air Force (IAF),

meeting the agreed technical specifications. The Tejas

Mark-1A is a modernised version of India’s Tejas

fighter, equipped with improved sensors, radar and

electronic warfare suites.

A further nine jets have been manufactured but cannot

be handed over yet because they are waiting for

engines from US firm General Electric (GE). HAL says

discussions are ongoing with the IAF to begin deliveries

soon and that the engine supply situation is “positive,”

with some engines already received. The production

plan is intended to stay on track for this financial year.

[The Tribune] [India Today]

India-built light combat jets developed to serve as

frontline fighters for the Indian Air Force, Tejas Mark-

1A fighter aircraft are intended to replace ageing

Soviet-era aircraft and help the Indian Air Force

maintain sufficient combat strength, particularly in a

challenging regional security environment. They are

also a symbol of India’s ambition to build an

independent defence manufacturing base, even as

critical technologies still depend on foreign suppliers.

India: Federal financial investigators raid

multiple locations in highway

compensation scam

(dql) Enforcement Directorate — the central

government agency responsible for investigating and

enforcing laws related to financial crime — carried out

searches at multiple locations in the northeastern state

of Arunachal Pradesh as part of a money-laundering

probe linked to alleged irregularities in land

compensation for the Trans-Arunachal Highway

project. During the raids, the agency seized about USD

265,000 in cash, reportedly recovered from a

beneficiary suspected of receiving fraudulent payouts.

Investigators allege that inflated and fictitious land

assessments were used to divert compensation funds

to ineligible recipients, causing an estimated loss of

about USD 5.3 million to the public exchequer. The

case centers on compensation disbursements for a key

highway stretch intended to improve connectivity in

India’s strategically sensitive northeastern region. [The

Tribune]
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India: Maoist insurgency shrinks sharply

as surrenders surge

(dql) India has recorded a sharp increase in the

number of Left Wing Extremists (Naxals) surrendering,

alongside a sustained decline in Maoist violence,

according to data from the Union Ministry of Home

Affairs. The number of surrenders rose from 376 in

2023 to 881 in 2024, before jumping to 2,337 in 2025,

marking a 165 percent year-on-year increase in the

latest period. At the same time, security operations

intensified, with 290 Maoists killed in 2024 and 317 in

2025, including several senior commanders of the

banned CPI (Maoist).

The geographic footprint of the insurgency has

narrowed substantially. LWE-affected districts fell from

126 in 2018 to just eight by December 2025, with only

three districts still classified as “most affected.” Violent

incidents linked to Maoist activity have declined by 88

percent over the past decade and a half, dropping

from 1,936 incidents in 2010 to 234 in 2025.

Despite the numbers, security agencies acknowledge

lingering challenges, noting that around six top CPI

(Maoist) leaders remain underground, largely in

difficult-to-access areas of South Bastar, complicating

final operations.

At a security review meeting in Raipur, Home Minister

Amit Shah instructed state police forces to prevent

remaining Maoist cadres from relocating across state

borders and reiterated the government’s goal of

making India “Naxal-free” by 31 March. [The Tribune]

Maldives: Parliament set to vote on plan

to combine presidential and legislative

elections

(lm) As of February 10, Parliament was preparing to

vote the same day on a constitutional amendment that

would merge the Maldives’ presidential and

parliamentary elections into a single nationwide poll.

The government argues the change would reduce

costs and simplify the political calendar, while critics

view it as politically motivated and potentially

advantageous to the ruling party.

The proposal, introduced by the parliamentary group

leader of the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC),

would require both elections to be held simultaneously

and move the start of future parliamentary terms to

December 1. To synchronize the cycles, the current
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assembly’s five-year term would be shortened by

roughly six months. If adopted, the first combined

election would be held in 2028.

The amendment was fast-tracked through the

Independent Institutions Committee and approved

without changes, clearing it for a floor vote. Given the

PNC’s parliamentary supermajority, passage is widely

expected. However, the reform would still require

approval through a public referendum, which the

government aims to hold alongside local council

elections in April. The Elections Commission has

indicated the amendment must take effect by mid-

February to meet that timetable.

President Mohamed Muizzu has presented the

measure primarily as a fiscal reform, estimating

savings of about MVR 120 million (approximately USD

7.8 million) that could be redirected to social

programs. Opposition parties largely oppose the plan,

arguing it could consolidate executive power and

weaken electoral checks and balances, although one

former president has publicly expressed support. [The

Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Ruling party predicts landslide

in local polls as opposition mayor

dismisses ‘Greater Addu’ plan

(lm) Political tensions are rising ahead of the April 4

Local Council Elections, with the ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC) projecting a decisive victory

while opposition leaders questioning the credibility of

the government’s development pledges, particularly in

Addu City, the Maldives’ southernmost urban center

and the country’s second-largest population hub after

the capital Malé.

PNC parliamentary group leader Ibrahim Falah

described the main opposition Maldivian Democratic

Party (MDP) as “old and dated,” arguing that it lacks

new leadership and fresh policy ideas. Speaking at a

campaign launch event in Kulhudhuffushi City,

traditionally an MDP stronghold, he predicted the

ruling party would win more than 80 percent of council

seats nationwide. Falah also criticized the MDP’s

internal funding and organization, contrasting it with

what he portrayed as the PNC’s stronger campaign

structure and mobilization. [The Sun 1]

In response, Addu City Mayor Ali Nizar, an MDP

politician seeking re-election, dismissed the

government’s flagship “Greater Addu” development

vision as politically motivated and lacking substance.
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He compared it to earlier opposition-era slogans that

later failed to materialize, arguing that the

administration has not shared concrete plans with the

city council and has instead taken steps that fragment

local governance. While President Mohamed Muizzu

has promoted Addu as a future information

technology and investment hub with tax incentives,

Nizar said the proposal remains an unelaborated

promise rather than an actionable program. [The Sun

2]

Maldives: Relatives of senior ruling party

figure dismissed after independent

election bid

(lm) Two children of Abdul Kareem Abdulla—twin

brother of Parliament Speaker and ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC) chair Abdul Raheem Abdulla

—have been dismissed from government posts after

Kareem announced he would run as an independent

candidate for the presidency of the Fonadhoo island

council in April’s local elections.

Kareem, who is visually impaired, said his daughter, a

political director at the Foreign Ministry, and his son, a

cashier at a state-owned company branch, were

removed last week and linked the dismissals to his

candidacy. The PNC is backing a different candidate for

the post. His nomination has been accepted by the

Elections Commission, and he has begun campaigning.

[The Sun]

Maldives: Two judges appointed to High

Court, one to Criminal Court

(lm) Maldives’ Judicial Service Commission (JSC), the

constitutional body responsible for judicial

appointments and discipline, has named two new

judges to the High Court and one to the Criminal Court

as part of efforts to fill recent vacancies in the upper

judiciary.

The two High Court seats opened after the retirement

of a long-serving judge and the resignation of another

member of the bench. One of the new appointees,

Abdul Rauf Ibrahim, previously served on the High

Court but resigned in 2022 after the JSC found him

guilty of misconduct. Following his departure, he ran

unsuccessfully as a candidate for the ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC) in the 2024 parliamentary

elections.
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His return to the bench has drawn attention because

of his prior disciplinary record and recent political

affiliation. The appointment follows an earlier, similar

controversy in which another ruling-party activist was

nominated to the High Court but later withdrew amid

public criticism and legal challenges. [The Sun]

Maldives: Judiciary launches special task

force to clear 13,000-case backlog

(lm) Maldives’ judiciary will establish a special task

force to address a growing court backlog of more than

13,000 cases that have remained unresolved for over a

year, Chief Justice Abdul Ghani Mohamed announced

at the inauguration of the Judicial Year 2026.

According to the Chief Justice, 13,032 cases were still

pending at the end of last year, while more than 21,000

new filings are expected in 2026, increasing pressure

on the system. The initiative also aims to reduce

prolonged pre-trial detention, with the Criminal Court

expected to resolve extended custody cases by the end

of the year. [The Sun]

Maldives: Parliament launches first

national electronic petition system

(lm) The People’s Majlis has launched the Maldives’ first

electronic petition platform, introducing a fully digital

system that allows citizens to submit, sign, and track

parliamentary petitions online, in a move aimed at

broadening public participation and modernizing

legislative processes. With the rollout, the Maldives

joins a small group of countries in South Asia and

Southeast Asia that operate a formal, parliament-

linked digital petition mechanism. [The Sun]

Maldives: Islamic ministry fined for

missing hearings, says all information

requests addressed

(lm) The Ministry of Islamic Affairs has been fined by

the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICOM) after

failing to attend two scheduled hearings related to

access-to-information compliance, prompting the

minister to defend the ministry’s transparency record.

ICOM imposed a fine of MVR 700 (approximately USD

46), stating that the ministry’s repeated absence
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obstructed the commission’s oversight duties. A first

hearing set for February 3 was postponed at the

ministry’s request and later rescheduled twice, with

officials ultimately not attending the latest session.

Islamic Minister Dr. Mohamed Shaheem Ali Saeed said

the penalty stemmed from a procedural failure to

formally notify ICOM of the absence rather than from

non-compliance with disclosure rules. He maintained

that the ministry has responded to all information

requests in line with the country’s access-to-

information law and continues to cooperate with

media inquiries.

According to figures released by the minister, the

ministry answered 60 out of 60 requests in 2024. In

2025, it has received 41 requests, of which 33 have

been completed, with the remaining eight delayed due

to staffing gaps but currently being processed. [The

Sun]

Maldives: Ex-President Waheed resigns as

special envoy after being named in

Epstein documents

(lm) Former president Mohamed Waheed Hassan

Manik has resigned from his position as Special Envoy

to President Mohamed Muizzu after his name

appeared in recently released United States Justice

Department records related to deceased financier and

convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

In a statement, Waheed denied any financial dealings

with Epstein and said all contacts were strictly

professional. He stated Epstein had been introduced to

him as a financial adviser capable of providing

budgetary guidance when Maldives was seeking

external support, but no payments or transactions

occurred. His office said Waheed met Epstein twice in

New York, in 2012 and 2014, and was unaware at the

time of Epstein’s 2008 conviction for soliciting

prostitution from a minor, citing insufficient due

diligence before the first meeting. [The Sun 1] [The Sun

2]

Maldives: Probe launched into same-day

deaths of two inmates

(lm) Maldives Police have opened an investigation into

the deaths of two inmates who died on February 2

while in the custody of the Maldives Correctional
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Service, with autopsies to be conducted as part of the

inquiry. [The Sun]

Maldives: Government to partially repay

and refinance USD 500 million Sukuk;

proposed state resort plan draws

feasibility concerns

(lm) In his annual presidential address at the opening

session of Parliament last week, President Mohamed

Muizzu outlined plans to manage major external debt

repayments while pursuing new state-led tourism

investments.

Muizzu said the administration’s primary financial

challenge is servicing large legacy external liabilities,

including a USD 250 million “Sunny Side” sovereign

bond issued in 2017 under former president Abdulla

Yameen Abdul Gayoom and a USD 500 million Sukuk

(Islamic bond) maturing in April, alongside other

obligations.

He said the Sukuk will be partly repaid and partly

refinanced, with any new borrowing capped at 9

percent interest, and stressed that refinancing would

prioritize debt sustainability. The government has

deposited over USD 275 million into the Sovereign

Development Fund, including USD 150 million in

foreign currency, to support repayments. Total

external debt service this year is estimated at about

USD 1.1 billion, as the Maldives faces higher borrowing

costs following credit downgrades and International

Monetary Fund warnings about debt risks. [The Sun 1]

In the same address, Muizzu announced plans for a

state-owned enterprise to develop at least 10 resorts

within three years, with profits to be distributed to

citizens starting in 2030. He said each Maldivian would

receive about USD 400 annually. Opposition figures

and former officials questioned the plan’s financial

viability, arguing that resort construction costs and

operating risks make such payouts unlikely and

warning that expanded state participation could crowd

out private investment in the tourism sector,

historically the country’s main growth driver. [The Sun

2] [The Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

Maldives: Pension office chief resigns as

disputed USD 156 million bond plan draws

inflation warnings
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(lm) The Chief Executive Officer of the Maldives

Pension Administration Office (MPAO) — the statutory

public body that manages the country’s mandatory

pension assets — has resigned amid escalating

controversy over a government-backed MVR 2.4 billion

(USD 156 million) restructuring of pension

investments. [The Sun 1]

The plan would see the Maldives Retirement Pension

Scheme (MRPS) — the national defined-contribution

pension fund covering most public and private sector

workers — sell existing treasury bonds on the

secondary market and reinvest proceeds into new

dual-currency government bonds offering returns in

both MVR and USD. The MPAO says the structure

would build a dollar reserve inside the fund, reduce

foreign exchange purchases, and increase portfolio

returns.

However, several senior officials resigned in protest,

including the chairperson, a board member, the chief

financial officer, and now the chief executive officer.

Critics, including former board member Ahmed

Saruvash Adam, warn that the Maldives Monetary

Authority’s involvement effectively injects new liquidity

into the system, amounting to money creation, which

could raise inflation and reverse the central bank’s

earlier effort to absorb MVR 7 billion (USD 455 million)

in excess cash after the pandemic. [The Sun 2]

Opposition figures argue the transaction cannot

proceed without a functioning board and chief

executive officer and caution that it may expose the

pensions of roughly 200,000 contributors to

macroeconomic and currency risks. [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Government revises

procurement rules to favor small and

medium enterprises

(lm) The government has amended its public

procurement policy to give priority to small and

medium enterprises (SMEs) for state contracts valued

below MVR 5 million (USD 325,000).

Under the revised rules, published in the Government

Gazette, state agencies must award such contracts to

qualified SMEs that achieve the highest evaluation

scores. Additional preference is granted to firms based

on the same island where the project is implemented if

their bid price is within 10 percent of the top-ranked

offer. Among eligible bidders, Maldivian-owned

businesses are also to receive priority. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Construction of largest mosque

to begin in September to mark 900 years

since conversion to Islam

(lm) The government announced that construction of

the Maldives’ largest mosque, the “Grand Mosque,” will

begin on September 13 to coincide with the 900th

anniversary of the country’s conversion to Islam. The

project will be located between Phase II and Phase III

of Hulhumale’ and is designed to accommodate

approximately 10,000 worshippers, making it the

largest religious facility in the country. A foreign donor

is fully financing both design and construction, and

income from the endowment facilities will be used to

fund Islamic affairs. [The Sun]

Maldives: Former president alleges gas

shortage is deliberately engineered

(lm) Former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom

has accused the government and state-owned

Maldives Gas of deliberately constraining domestic gas

supplies, claiming the current shortage is “artificially

constructed” and linked to a profit-sharing

arrangement with a private supplier.

Speaking at a political rally in Male’, Yameen argued

that the government does not need to directly import

gas to lower prices and warned that ad-hoc purchases

during periods of scarcity create scope for corruption if

not handled transparently. He alleged that authorities

are intentionally delaying imports despite having

access to around USD 1.2 billion in usable foreign

reserves.

His comments come amid widespread public

complaints over long delivery delays. Customers

reported waiting several hours for cylinders, while

company staff, speaking anonymously, said Maldives

Gas has been operating with low stock and has been

sourcing supplies from a private company with large

storage facilities in Thilafushi. Yameen implicitly

suggested a connection to a prominent businessman

associated with that supplier.

Maldives Gas is expected to replenish supplies with a

shipment due on February 15. The company is already

under scrutiny, with the Anti-Corruption Commission

investigating the loss of about USD 250,000 in advance

payments linked to a USD 800,000 shipment ordered

in late 2024. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Illegal fishing incursions decline

after air surveillance expansion

(lm) Defense Minister Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon

said illegal vessels entering the Maldives’ Exclusive

Economic Zone (EEZ)—the country’s legally protected

maritime area extending up to 200 nautical miles—

have declined since the Maldives National Defence

Force (MNDF) Air Corps began aerial surveillance

operations in March last year.

Speaking on state television, Ghassan said the Air

Corps has carried out more than 170 missions since

mid-March, working alongside the Coast Guard on

interceptions and maritime patrols. He attributed the

drop in illegal fishing activity to continuous air

monitoring, which has increased detection risks and

deterrence at sea.

The Air Corps operates Turkish-made Bayraktar TB2

unmanned aerial vehicles, capable of long-endurance

patrols of up to 27 hours and surveillance across a

communication range of roughly 300 kilometers,

enabling coverage of the Maldives’ widely dispersed

island chain.

Infrastructure to support the expanded operations is

also being developed. A first air station opened in

Addu in late 2025, and a northern station in Funadhoo

is scheduled for completion this year, allowing broader

geographic coverage and faster response times. [The

Sun]

Maldives: Travel ban on Syria lifted and

former Syrian insurgent group removed

from terror list

(lm) The Maldives has lifted its long-standing travel ban

on Syria and removed Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)—the

armed group that led the 2024 offensive that ousted

the Assad government—from its national terrorist

watchlist, according to authorities.

The decision follows an annual update to the foreign

terrorist organizations list required under the Counter-

Terrorism Act, which is maintained by the Maldives

National Defence Force (MNDF). HTS, previously listed,

has now been delisted after the group formally

dissolved in January 2025 and its fighters were

integrated into Syria’s official military and security
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forces. Officials noted that several Western

governments have taken similar steps.

The policy shift also reflects domestic security and

humanitarian considerations. More than 100

Maldivians are believed to have traveled to Syria

during the civil war, with many killed. Dozens of

widows and children remain in camps, and over 90

nationals have requested government assistance to

return. At least six families have already been

repatriated and placed in a state-run reintegration and

deradicalization program, where returnees undergo

monitoring and rehabilitation for a minimum of one

year before reentering society. [The Sun]

Nepal: March 5 elections will proceed

nationwide in single phase; contingency

for mountain districts ruled out

(lm) Nepal’s interim government has confirmed that

the House of Representatives elections scheduled for

March 5 will proceed nationwide in a single phase,

ruling out earlier contingency plans to stagger voting in

remote mountain districts due to extreme winter

conditions. Interim Prime Minister Sushila Karki stated

that no postponement is under consideration and that

all constituencies will vote on the same day, with

logistics and ballot printing already in the final stage.

[The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Security preparations have been scaled up nationwide.

The Nepali Army, Nepal Police and Armed Police Force

are implementing a layered deployment system

around polling stations and transport routes, with joint

patrols, area security operations and aerial

surveillance where needed. Nearly a quarter-million

personnel are expected to be mobilized to secure

ballot materials, candidates, voters and counting

centers. The authorities say force levels will vary

depending on whether constituencies are assessed as

normal, sensitive or highly sensitive. [The Kathmandu

Post 3]

At the same time, the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) has warned that the campaign

environment shows risks to electoral integrity. It

flagged hate speech against candidates, misuse of

social media, misleading pre-election claims about

outcomes, weak voter education, vandalism of party

offices, and breaches of ballot secrecy and voter

privacy. The commission urged strict compliance with

the election code of conduct and called for a human-

rights-friendly process.
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Politically, the landscape remains fluid and contested.

The Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) (CPN-UML), led by former prime minister KP

Sharma Oli, is campaigning nationwide while

simultaneously pursuing a legal challenge seeking

restoration of the dissolved parliament. Oli was prime

minister at the time the House was dissolved in

September 2025 following mass anti-government

protests that led to the installation of the current

interim administration. This dual strategy—contesting

elections while questioning their necessity—has

created mixed signals about the party’s approach,

though the CPN-UML is fielding candidates across

nearly all constituencies and demanding strong

security guarantees. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Meanwhile, the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), a

relatively new reform-oriented party, is attempting to

capitalize on anti-establishment sentiment, presenting

itself as an alternative to traditional parties accused of

patronage politics and corruption. However, it has

come under increasing scrutiny over candidate

selection practices, internal procedures and alleged

violations of campaign rules, which critics argue

weaken its reformist image. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal: Report on deadly 2025 protest

crackdown delayed until after March 5

election

(lm) Nepal’s government has again postponed the

release of the official inquiry into the September 8–9,

2025 Gen Z anti-corruption protests, extending the

mandate of the high-level commission led by former

Special Court judge Gauri Bahadur Karki for a third

time and pushing publication of its findings until after

the March 5 parliamentary elections. The cabinet

granted an additional 25 days, even though

investigators have largely completed evidence

collection and are drafting the final report.

The commission is examining the government’s violent

suppression of the two-day unrest, which resulted in

77 deaths and widespread destruction of public and

private property. Senior political leaders, former prime

ministers, ministers, and top police and military

commanders have already been questioned, several of

whom are now active candidates in the ongoing

election.

Officials argue that releasing the report during the

campaign could influence voters and create political or

security tensions. Under Nepal’s election code of

conduct, the Election Commission may advise against
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politically sensitive disclosures. Ministers have

indicated the government could delay formally

receiving or publishing the findings, or keep them

confidential even if submitted. A parallel investigation

by the National Human Rights Commission is also

nearing completion, with its timing similarly uncertain,

reinforcing concerns that accountability for the

crackdown may be deferred until after the vote. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Supreme Court declines to suspend

election body’s rejection of convicted

politician’s candidacy

(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court has declined to issue an

interim stay against the Election Commission’s decision

to cancel the candidacy of Resham Chaudhary for the

March 5 House of Representatives elections, meaning

he remains ineligible to contest while the case

proceeds to a final ruling.

Chaudhary is a senior figure in the Nagarik Unmukti

Party, which represents Tharu community interests in

western Nepal. He was convicted and sentenced to life

imprisonment over the 2015 Tikapur violence, in which

several police officers and a child were killed during

protests over federal restructuring. Although he later

received presidential clemency, the court verdict itself

was not annulled.

Citing that standing conviction, the Election

Commission rejected his nomination from Kailali

Constituency No. 1, arguing that clemency does not

remove legal disqualification for electoral eligibility.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Congress issues internal campaign

rules ahead of March 5 election

(lm) Nepal’s Nepali Congress, the country’s largest

traditional democratic party, has adopted formal

internal campaign guidelines to tighten discipline and

localize mobilization ahead of the March 5 general

election, becoming the only major party so far to issue

detailed written directives beyond the Election

Commission’s mandatory code of conduct. Election

observers note that such internal codes are rarely

enforced consistently, but the move signals Congress’s

effort to impose tighter organization and message

control during what is expected to be a closely

contested campaign. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Debate over ‘socialism-oriented

economy’ clause intensifies ahead of

March 5 elections

(lm) As Nepal approaches the March 5 elections, the

Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and

Industry (FNCCI), the country’s main private-sector

business association, has urged political parties to

remove the phrase “socialism-oriented economy” from

the preamble of the 2015 Constitution, arguing it

deters foreign investment, creates policy uncertainty,

and does not reflect Nepal’s current market-based

economic practice.

FNCCI leaders said the constitutional commitment to a

“three-pillar” system—public, private, and cooperative

sectors—has failed to deliver gains in

entrepreneurship, employment, or revenue, and has

contributed to investor caution. Senior business

figures and former finance minister Prakash Chandra

Lohani of the Rastriya Prajatantra Party contended that

foreign investors scrutinize constitutional language

and may view the clause as signaling state intervention

or ideological risk, discouraging capital inflows.

Some mainstream political figures also indicated

openness to revision. A former Nepali Congress

lawmaker involved in drafting the constitution said the

wording was originally a compromise with communist

parties and now warrants reconsideration to better

align with the party’s more market-oriented

interpretation of “socialism.”

Opponents of removal argue the clause sets a long-

term social justice objective rather than a rigid

economic model. A Marxist academic said eliminating

it simply because Nepal currently operates a largely

capitalist system would undermine broader

constitutional principles intended to balance equity

and development. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Alleged political links between

South Korea–based Unification Church

and senior Nepali leaders

(lm) Investigative reports by regional and Nepali media

outlets have alleged ties between the South Korea–

based Unification Church, formally known as the

Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, and

several senior Nepali political figures, raising questions

about foreign religious and political influence.
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Documents obtained by the Korean Center for

Investigative Journalism and cited by Nepali outlets

reportedly indicate contacts between church

representatives and politicians, including the chairman

of the Nepal Pariwar Dal, a small socially conservative

and monarchist-leaning political party, and several

former prime ministers. The materials allege political

coordination, electoral support discussions, and

financial interactions. The reports state that church

activities in Nepal included organizing large

international conferences, notably a 2018 Asia-Pacific

summit in Kathmandu attended by foreign political

figures, and outreach to lawmakers.

The Unification Church, founded in 1954 and operating

globally across religious, educational, media, and

commercial sectors, has faced increasing legal and

regulatory scrutiny in several countries, including

investigations in South Korea and loss of religious

status benefits in Japan. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Police detain prominent activist

and medical entrepreneur

(lm) Nepal Police detained Durga Prasain, a medical

entrepreneur and political activist, in Chalnakhel,

Kathmandu, while he was traveling to Birgunj to attend

a public program. Authorities stated he will be handed

over to the Cyber Bureau, the police unit responsible

for investigating digital and online offenses, for further

inquiry. Local administrators had not authorized the

planned event in Birgunj, which organizers described

as a large public assembly.

Prasain leads the “Nation, Nationality, Religion, Culture

and Citizens” campaign, a nationalist advocacy

movement. He was previously arrested on January 19

in Pokhara following a request from the Election

Commission, after releasing a video alleging that a

faction of the Nepali Congress had paid NPR 520

million (USD 3.80 million) to influence election results.

He was later released by court order. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Pakistan: Explosion at Islamabad mosque

kills at least 30 during Friday prayers

(lm) Pakistan has sharply escalated its security posture

and rhetoric toward Afghanistan following a deadly

suicide bombing at a Shiite mosque in Islamabad and a

parallel intensification of counter-militant operations in
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the country’s northwest, framing both developments

as evidence of a broader resurgence of cross-border

militancy with regional implications.

The attack struck during Friday prayers last week at a

Shiite mosque in Islamabad’s Tarlai area, killing at least

30 worshippers and injuring more than 150 in one of

the deadliest incidents in the capital in over a decade.

The bombing was claimed by Daesh, which considers

Shiite Muslims heretical. Pakistani authorities say they

have arrested four suspects, including an Afghan

national described as a key facilitator, following

overnight counter-terrorism raids in Peshawar and

Nowshera. One police officer was killed and several

others wounded during the operations. Officials allege

that the bomber’s planning, training, and ideological

indoctrination took place in Afghanistan, though they

have said the attacker himself was Pakistani and had

traveled to Afghanistan multiple times. [Arab News 1]

[Arab News 2] Arab News 3]

Funerals for the victims were held under heavy

security as the government announced tighter

protection measures for Islamabad and pledged

accelerated counter-terrorism operations nationwide.

Interior officials have accused Afghanistan-based

networks of enabling the attack and alleged external

support for militant groups—claims rejected by both

Kabul and New Delhi. Afghanistan’s Taliban authorities

and India have condemned the bombing but deny any

involvement. [BBC]

Against this backdrop, President Asif Ali Zardari

warned that conditions in Afghanistan have become

“similar to or worse than” those that existed before the

September 11, 2001, attacks, arguing that militant

groups are again benefiting from permissive

environments across borders. Without directly naming

specific actors, he stressed that terrorism cannot be

countered by any single country acting alone, implicitly

calling for greater international engagement. [Arab

News 4]

The Islamabad bombing coincided with intensified

military operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where

Pakistan’s armed forces reported killing 24 militants

affiliated with Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan during

intelligence-based raids in the Orakzai and Khyber

districts near the Afghan border. The Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan, a Pakistani militant organization

ideologically aligned with but organizationally separate

from Afghanistan’s Taliban, has been blamed for a

growing share of attacks inside Pakistan.

Independent monitoring groups report that militant

violence is rising more broadly. According to Pakistan
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Institute for Conflict and Security Studies data, attacks

increased by 28 percent month on month in January,

with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan accounting

for the majority of incidents. Pakistani authorities

argue that many of these networks operate from

Afghan territory and maintain cross-border logistical

and training links, a charge consistently denied by

Kabul. [Arab News 5]

Pakistan: Opposition strike over 2024

election anniversary draws uneven

response

(lm) Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)—the opposition

party of jailed former prime minister Imran Khan—

called for a nationwide “shutter-down” strike to mark

the second anniversary of the February 8, 2024,

general election, which it continues to describe as

rigged. The party urged businesses to close in protest,

arguing voters were denied a fair mandate. The

government and the Election Commission have

repeatedly rejected the allegations and maintain the

vote was conducted transparently.

The strike produced mixed results. Markets in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, a PTI stronghold, reportedly shut down,

while most commercial activity continued as normal in

other provinces, with major trader associations

declining to back a politically driven closure.

Authorities described the protest as largely ineffective,

while PTI leaders claimed success. [Arab News 1] [Arab

News 2]

Separately, disagreements emerged over Khan’s

medical information while in custody. Authorities said

a detailed medical report from the Pakistan Institute of

Medical Sciences had been prepared and forwarded

through prison officials to his family after he

underwent a routine eye procedure. Khan’s relatives

disputed this, saying they received only brief notes

rather than a full report and accused jail authorities of

withholding comprehensive records. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Federal Constitutional Court

closes suo motu case on 2022 killing of

journalist in Kenya

(lm) Pakistan’s Federal Constitutional Court (FCC), the

court established under the 27th constitutional

amendment with jurisdiction over constitutional and

suo motu (court-initiated) matters, disposed of
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proceedings related to the October 2022 killing of

journalist Arshad Sharif in Kenya.

The court ruled that no further judicial oversight is

required while investigations proceed through existing

legal and diplomatic channels. Sharif, a television

journalist known for criticism of the government and

the military establishment, was shot by Kenyan police

near Nairobi in what Kenyan authorities described as a

case of mistaken identity.

The court noted that Pakistan and Kenya have

concluded a mutual legal assistance (MLA) agreement,

a formal framework for cross-border evidence sharing

and cooperation, and are coordinating through

diplomatic channels. It stated that both governments

are taking action under their respective laws and

therefore closed the case and all pending applications.

A Pakistani investigative team had previously

characterized the killing as a planned and targeted

assassination, differing from the Kenyan police

account. Sharif had left Pakistan after facing multiple

legal cases and had been abroad prior to traveling to

Kenya. [Arab News]

Pakistan: UN special rapporteurs criticize

convictions of two lawyers over ‘anti-

state’ social media posts

(lm) Five United Nations (UN) special rapporteurs,

independent human rights experts mandated by the

UN Human Rights Council, criticized Pakistan’s

conviction and sentencing of two lawyers, Imaan

Mazari and Hadi Ali Chattha, who received 10-year

prison terms on January 25 for social media posts

authorities described as “anti-state.” The experts said

the couple had been punished for exercising rights

protected under international human rights law,

including freedom of expression, and warned that

applying criminal or terrorism-related charges to such

conduct risks deterring legal advocacy and civil society

activity. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Authorities arrest four

suspected human smugglers in Punjab

(lm) Pakistan’s Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) said it

arrested four suspected human smugglers in eastern

Punjab as part of a wider crackdown on irregular

migration and visa fraud following recent deadly boat
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incidents involving Pakistani migrants. The arrests

were made in Lahore, Okara, and Dera Ghazi Khan,

and investigations are ongoing. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Nationwide polio campaign

vaccinates over 42 million children

(lm) Pakistan’s first nationwide polio vaccination

campaign of 2026 immunized more than 42.2 million

children under five within the first four days of a week-

long drive targeting 45.4 million children, according to

the National Emergency Operations Center (NEOC), the

federal body coordinating eradication efforts. Earlier in

the campaign, authorities reported over 26.8 million

vaccinations in the first two days. Pakistan reported 31

polio cases in 2025, down from 74 in 2024. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Government highlights fiscal

consolidation and reform progress at

Saudi-hosted economic forum

(lm) At the AlUla Conference for Emerging Market

Economies, Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb

said Pakistan has reduced its fiscal deficit from around

eight percent to about 5.4 percent of gross domestic

product, with further consolidation planned, as part of

reforms under the country’s USD 7 billion program

with the International Monetary Fund.

He reported successive primary surpluses, a rise in the

tax-to-gross domestic product ratio to nearly 12

percent, and a decline in public debt from roughly 74

percent to around 70 percent of gross domestic

product. Officials said fiscal space created through tax

reform, state-owned enterprise restructuring, and

tighter expenditure control is being redirected toward

growth sectors such as agriculture, information

technology, and human capital, while stronger buffers

are intended to improve resilience to external and

climate-related shocks. [Arab News]

Pakistan: World Bank says 25–30 million

jobs needed over next decade; power-

sector reform identified as immediate

constraint
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(lm) The World Bank Group stated that Pakistan must

create 2.5 to 3 million jobs annually, or roughly 25 to

30 million over the next decade, to absorb its

expanding youth population and avoid increased

outward migration and domestic instability.

Pakistan is entering implementation of a 10-year

Country Partnership Framework with the World Bank,

providing approximately USD 4 billion per year in

combined public and private financing. About half is

expected from the International Finance Corporation

(IFC), the World Bank’s private-sector arm, reflecting

limited fiscal space and the fact that most employment

is generated by private firms. Priority job-creation

sectors identified include infrastructure, primary

health care, tourism, and small-scale agriculture.

Skilled labor outflows remain elevated; official data

cited nearly 4,000 doctors emigrated in 2025.

The power sector was identified as the most

immediate economic bottleneck. Electricity distribution

losses, weak bill collection, delayed subsidies, and

accumulated sector debt continue to burden public

finances and discourage investment, despite adequate

generation capacity. Proposed remedies include

privatization and increased private participation in

distribution. Rapid rooftop solar expansion is lowering

costs for consumers but risks grid instability without

parallel reforms. Climate resilience measures are to be

embedded across infrastructure, water, housing, and

agriculture spending. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government discusses

sovereign financing options with Citibank

as IMF flags debt and external

vulnerability risks

(lm) Pakistan’s finance ministry held talks with Citibank

on sovereign financing, debt management, and capital

market support as the government continues work

under a USD 7 billion International Monetary Fund

(IMF) stabilization program. Discussions covered

potential cooperation on sovereign funding structures,

including medium-term note issuance frameworks and

broader market-based financing tools.

The engagement comes as the IMF has acknowledged

recent macroeconomic stabilization but cautioned that

high public debt, fiscal pressures, and exposure to

external shocks continue to pose risks to sustainability.

Pakistan has faced recent balance-of-payments

constraints and limited fiscal space and is seeking

diversified external financing sources while pursuing
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structural reforms and investment mobilization. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Government commits USD 1

billion to AI by 2030 to modernize

economy and skills base

(as) Pakistan has announced a plan to invest USD 1

billion in artificial intelligence (AI) by 2030, positioning

AI as a central pillar of its economic modernization

strategy and an effort to shift the country from low-

value information technology services toward higher-

end digital and research capabilities. Officials framed

the initiative as part of a broader digital governance

push, including cloud infrastructure, startup support,

and tax and customs digitization. For Pakistan—a

country of about 240 million people with a

predominantly young workforce—the strategy seeks to

link technology policy directly to employment, export

competitiveness, and long-term economic resilience

rather than treating AI solely as a niche technology

sector. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan: Security force planned for major

copper-gold project as military ends

Balochistan counterinsurgency and

reviews mining safeguards

(lm) Pakistan is tightening security around its strategic

mining sector in Balochistan after a surge in separatist

violence, announcing both the end of a province-wide

counterinsurgency campaign and plans to raise a

dedicated force to protect mineral zones, transport

routes, and foreign-backed extraction projects in the

province.

The military said it had concluded “Operation Radd-ul-

Fitna-1,” a series of intelligence-based raids launched

after coordinated attacks by the Baloch Liberation

Army (BLA), a separatist group seeking greater

autonomy for the resource-rich but underdeveloped

region. Officials reported 216 militants killed across

several districts. The initial assaults and subsequent

clashes left at least 36 civilians and 22 security

personnel dead. Islamabad has also asked the United

Nations Security Council to designate the BLA under

the 1267 sanctions regime, which would impose travel

bans, asset freezes, and arms embargoes. [Arab News

1] [Arab News 2]
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In parallel, the provincial government said it will

establish a specialized Frontier Corps unit and expand

intelligence coverage and border controls along Iran

and Afghanistan to safeguard mining operations and

related infrastructure. Authorities described these

measures as necessary to reassure foreign investors

and ensure uninterrupted exports. [Arab News 3]

The heightened precautions follow security concerns

raised by Barrick Mining Corporation, the Canadian

company leading development of the Reko Diq copper-

gold project, one of the world’s largest undeveloped

copper and gold deposits. The company has begun

reviewing site security, project timelines, and capital

planning in light of recent incidents.

The project is owned 50 percent by Barrick and 50

percent by Pakistani federal and provincial state

entities. Production is targeted for 2028, with phased

exports of roughly 800,000 to 1 million tons of

concentrate annually and projected revenues

exceeding USD 5 billion per year at scale. About USD

150 million is allocated for dedicated storage and

handling facilities at Port Qasim near Karachi to

support shipments. [Arab News 4] Arab News 5]

Separately, local police reported that unidentified

gunmen shot dead three men near a dam in Khuzdar

district, including a member of Pakistan’s small Hindu

minority, along with two companions. No group

claimed responsibility. The victims were residents of

the area and authorities said investigations are

ongoing. [Arab News 6]

Pakistan: JF-17 fighter draws strong

interest at Riyadh defense exhibition

(lm) Pakistan’s JF-17 Thunder multirole fighter jet

attracted strong attention at the World Defense

Exhibition in Riyadh, as Islamabad stepped up efforts

to expand defense exports and position the aircraft as

a cost-effective alternative to higher-end Western

platforms. Interest has increased following the

aircraft’s operational use during the May 2025

Pakistan–India confrontation, which Pakistani officials

say enhanced its combat credibility.

The jet—jointly developed by Pakistan and China—was

showcased alongside systems from the United States

and Saudi Arabia. Officials described significant

interest from visiting military delegations and defense

analysts, with Pakistan reportedly in discussions with

at least 13 countries, including six to eight at advanced

stages, covering potential deals for JF-17s as well as
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training aircraft, drones, and weapons systems.

Prospective buyers cited in talks include Saudi Arabia,

Indonesia, Morocco, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Sudan, and

others. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Independence debates revive

questions of colonial legacy, post-1948

governance, and national identity

(lm) Around Sri Lanka’s 78th Independence Day—

marking independence from British colonial rule in

1948—political leaders articulated sharply different

interpretations of sovereignty, history, and the

country’s future direction, reflecting unresolved

tensions between colonial memory, post-

independence governance, and present-day economic

recovery.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake argued in his

Independence Day addresses that political

independence remains incomplete without economic

sovereignty, framing the national task as “rebuilding Sri

Lanka” through macroeconomic stabilization, rule of

law, environmental protection, education reform, and

social cohesion across ethnic and religious lines. He

rejected divisive historical narratives and stressed that

development must translate into tangible

improvements in living standards. In this context, the

President distanced himself from the popular “75-year

curse” slogan—a phrase that gained traction during

the 2022–2024 crisis and blames decades of post-1948

mismanagement, corruption, and dynastic politics for

Sri Lanka’s economic collapse—arguing instead that

the post-independence period includes both serious

failures and meaningful achievements. [Daily Mirror1]

[Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Parallel to this framing, Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath

told Parliament that Sri Lanka intends to pursue

compensation for colonial-era losses, including

property damage and human and material costs

incurred under British rule, aligning the issue with

reparations debates advanced by several African

states. By contrast, opposition leader Sajith Premadasa

cautioned against treating colonialism solely as a

historical injustice, arguing that “new forms” of indirect

colonialism persist today through economic

dependence and cultural influence and must be

confronted in the present rather than relegated to the

past. [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5]

Meanwhile, Namal Rajapaksa of the Sri Lanka

Podujana Peramuna—son of former President

Mahinda Rajapaksa, under whose leadership the
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military defeated the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

(LTTE) in 2009—criticized the President for not

explicitly commemorating the armed forces during

Independence Day events. He argued that the military

victory ending the civil war remains a defining moment

of the modern state and continues to shape national

identity, warranting clearer recognition alongside

broader reflections on independence. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Emergency rule extended as

cyclone recovery stalls and thousands

remain displaced

(lm) Sri Lanka has extended its nationwide state of

emergency while struggling to manage the long-term

humanitarian and economic fallout from Cyclone

Ditwah, underscoring the government’s continued

reliance on expanded security powers alongside an

incomplete recovery framework.

Parliament approved a one-month extension of the

nationwide state of emergency, passing the motion by

a margin of 104 votes, with 106 members in favor and

two opposed; 116 lawmakers were absent during the

vote. The extension maintains the government’s

expanded security and administrative powers amid

ongoing post-crisis management. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, recovery planning after Cyclone

Ditwah remains unfinished. More than two months

after the storm struck on November 27, 2025, the

authorities have yet to finalize the Post-Disaster Needs

Assessment required to calculate reconstruction costs

and mobilize international financing. Technical support

is being provided by the United Nations, the European

Union, and the Asian Development Bank, with

preliminary findings expected later this month.

The cyclone affected about 2.2 million people across all

25 districts and caused the worst flooding and

landslides in two decades. At least 646 people were

killed and 173 remain missing. More than 165,000

people are still displaced, living either with host

families or in temporary shelters. Nearly 6,000 homes

were destroyed and over 108,000 damaged, leaving

many unable to return due to landslide risks.

Critical infrastructure was also hit, including

agriculture, irrigation systems, roads, electricity

networks, rail lines, and public buildings. The World

Bank estimates direct damage at roughly USD 4.1

billion, with total replacement costs likely higher.
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Funding gaps are slowing recovery. Of the

approximately USD 35.3 million requested for

immediate humanitarian priorities, only about USD

22.4 million has been secured. Agriculture faces a 94

percent shortfall just as farmers prepare for the next

planting season, while rising food prices and damaged

schools and health facilities continue to strain

vulnerable communities. Although aid agencies have

reached more than 216,000 people with food, shelter,

and basic services, displacement and reconstruction

needs remain substantial. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror

3]

Sri Lanka: Court defers India case on LTTE

ban; political controversy over former

militant leader’s home; calls for UK action

on plantation Tamils

(lm) Regional and domestic debates linked to Sri

Lanka’s long civil war resurfaced in recent days across

legal, political, and minority-rights fronts.

In India, the Madras High Court postponed until mid-

February a long-running petition seeking removal of

the ban on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),

the former separatist group that fought the Sri Lankan

state. The court granted the Union Government more

time to prepare arguments, leaving the decades-old

prohibition in place for now. [Daily Mirror 1]

In Colombo, opposition lawmakers criticized reports

that the government may renovate the ancestral home

of former LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran in the

northern town of Valvettithurai. Critics argued this

would send the wrong signal while post-disaster

housing reconstruction remains slow and veterans’

sacrifices are insufficiently acknowledged, while

another legislator framed the issue as part of broader

reconciliation efforts. [Daily Mirror 2]

Separately, the leader of the Tamil Progressive Alliance

urged the United Kingdom to recognize a historical

responsibility toward Indian-origin Malaiyaha

(plantation) Tamils—descendants of colonial-era

laborers—saying many remain excluded from state

housing and land programs after recent cyclone

damage. He called for secure land rights, equal access

to reconstruction support, and stronger international

engagement to address long-standing structural

marginalization. [Daily Mirror 3]
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Sri Lanka: Opposition calls for national

dialogue on new constitution

(lm) Opposition lawmakers from multiple parties have

urged the government to begin and actively participate

in a national dialogue on drafting a new constitution,

warning that reform cannot succeed without cross-

party consensus. Speaking at a constitutional reform

forum organized by the One Text Initiative, several

members of parliament criticized the administration of

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake and the National

People’s Power alliance for showing little follow-

through on earlier reform pledges. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Investigations involving former

ruling family continue

(lm) Sri Lanka’s domestic political climate remains

tense as legal scrutiny surrounding members of the

former ruling Rajapaksa family unfolds on multiple

fronts, underscoring the continued overlap between

criminal investigations and partisan rivalry.

First, Namal Rajapaksa, a Member of Parliament and

national organizer of the Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna, the political vehicle founded by the

Rajapaksa family, said he appeared before the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) and would cooperate

fully with its probe. Questioning reportedly centered

on recent meetings, photographs, and allegations that

he leaked intelligence regarding two containers

suspected of carrying narcotics, which he denied.

Rajapaksa accused the government of selectively

deploying law enforcement agencies, including the CID

and the Financial Crimes Investigation Division, to

pressure opposition figures and divert attention from

governance failures. While criticizing what he

described as politicized investigations, he said any

accusations should be addressed through due judicial

process. [Daily Mirror 1]

Separately, Colombo’s High Court postponed

proceedings against Yoshitha Rajapaksa — another

son of Mahinda Rajapaksa and therefore Namal’s

brother — and their grandmother Daisy Forrest, who is

Mahinda Rajapaksa’s mother. The pair face charges

under Sri Lanka’s Anti-Money Laundering Act. The

court delayed the trial after prosecutors said an expert

medical report assessing Forrest’s mental fitness to

attend hearings has not yet been submitted. The case

was rescheduled for April 24. [Daily Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court clears repeal of

parliamentary pensions; vote scheduled

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has ruled that the

proposed Parliamentary Pensions (Repeal) Bill, which

abolishes lifetime pensions for former Members of

Parliament, is constitutional and may be passed by a

simple majority, removing the need for a special

majority or referendum. The determination was

announced in Parliament by the Speaker after several

former lawmakers had challenged the bill, arguing it

violated fundamental rights.

The Business Committee has scheduled debate and a

same-day vote for February 17. The bill, tabled by the

Justice Minister in January, would end the existing

pension scheme for ex-legislators, signaling a cost-

cutting and governance reform measure aimed at

reducing political entitlements. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily

Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: President freezes new

allowances amid wage plan; health unions

escalate labor actions

(lm) The government and several public-sector unions

moved toward confrontation last week over pay and

workplace grievances.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake said no new

allowances will be granted to public employees until

the third and final installment of the current salary

increase program is paid in 2027, warning that strikes

or street protests will not change that position. He

cited the fiscal burden of the staged raises—LKR 110

billion (USD 0.37 billion) in 2025, LKR 220 billion (USD

0.75 billion) in 2026, and a projected LKR 330 billion

(USD 1.12 billion) in 2027—and said additional benefits

would be considered only after the full impact on the

budget is assessed. [Daily Mirror 1]

In parallel, health-sector unions signaled continued or

renewed industrial action. The Government Medical

Officers’ Association, which represents public hospital

doctors, said it will maintain nationwide trade union

measures by withdrawing from duties beyond formal

requirements, blaming the government for unresolved

professional and administrative issues affecting the

public health system. [Daily Mirror 2]
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In contrast, the Government Radiological

Technologists’ Association called off a planned strike

after the Health Ministry issued written orders to

implement interim recommendations from an

investigation into management practices at

Maligawatta Kidney Hospital, including the temporary

transfer of a senior official. The union has nevertheless

warned that further delays or incomplete

implementation could prompt renewed action. [Daily

Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Against this backdrop, the political debate has also

sharpened. Opposition lawmaker Namal Rajapaksa of

the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna urged the

government to “listen to doctors and professionals”

and place patients first, criticizing spending priorities

that he said favor official perks over investment in

state hospitals. He framed healthcare pressures as a

question of public welfare rather than administrative

discipline. [Daily Mirror 5]

Meanwhile, demand for medical support is rising. The

President’s Fund reported 5,277 applications for

medical assistance in 2025, a 59 percent increase from

the previous year following the decentralization and

digitalization of its services. More than 70 percent of

applicants have already received aid, with particularly

sharp increases from the Northern, Eastern, Central,

and Uva provinces, highlighting widening health and

income vulnerabilities. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Long-established party signals

generational leadership shift and digital

reorganization

(lm) The United National Party (UNP)—historically one

of Sri Lanka’s two dominant center-right governing

parties—has announced plans to transition leadership

to younger cohorts and modernize its internal

organization through digital tools, as it seeks to rebuild

after years of steep electoral decline. Former president

and party leader Ranil Wickremesinghe said the party

intends to hand greater responsibility to post-war “Gen

Z/Beta” activists and adopt “smart politics” to stay

relevant in a technology-driven political environment.

[Daily Mirror]

The reforms come as the UNP attempts to recover

from near collapse. Once a leading governing force—

including 106 seats in Parliament in 2015—the party

fragmented ahead of the 2020 election, when most of

its support base defected to the breakaway Samagi

Jana Balawegaya (SJB). The UNP subsequently fell to

just one parliamentary seat and now plays a marginal
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role compared with the SJB and other emerging

parties.

Sri Lanka: Appeals Court quashes

summons against former president over

Easter Sunday attacks

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Court of Appeal has annulled a lower

court summons that had required former President

Maithripala Sirisena to appear in connection with the

2019 Easter Sunday terrorist attacks, ruling that the

magistrate failed to properly justify the legal basis for

alleging criminal negligence. The Court of Appeal found

that the Colombo Fort Magistrate did not clearly

identify the evidence or reasoning used to conclude

that the complaint met the legal threshold for an

offence.

The five-judge bench therefore issued a writ of

certiorari cancelling the summons, but clarified that

the magistrate may issue a fresh order if supported by

adequate material. The original summons, issued in

September 2022, followed a private complaint filed by

a Catholic priest and a survivor of the attacks, seeking

prosecution under a Penal Code provision related to

deaths caused by negligence. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Tenant-protection bill faces

investor concerns, legal challenges, and

constitutional review

(lm) Sri Lanka’s proposed Protection of Occupants Bill,

intended to strengthen legal safeguards for tenants

against arbitrary eviction, has triggered political,

business, and legal pushback as Parliament debates

the measure and a constitutional challenge reaches

the Supreme Court.

The government says the bill is designed to prevent

abusive landlord practices and protect lawful

occupants, including those who have lived in a

property for more than three months. It would bar

landlords from cutting water or electricity, refusing

essential repairs, damaging premises to force tenants

out, or evicting tenants outside lease terms or court

orders. Occupants could seek expedited court relief,

including restoration of services or possession. Non-

compliance could result in contempt penalties of up to

LKR 500,000 (approximately USD 1,700) or up to one

year in prison. [Daily Mirror 1]
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Opposition lawmakers argue the bill disproportionately

favors tenants and may deter property owners and

investors. Critics claim several foreign firms have

already withdrawn and that local businesses are

preparing fundamental-rights petitions. Some also

warn that tighter rules could reduce the availability of

rental housing, complicating accommodation for

displaced families. [Daily Mirror 2]

Separately, a businessman has petitioned the Supreme

Court, alleging the bill infringes constitutional

protections and should require both a two-thirds

parliamentary majority and a national referendum,

adding further uncertainty to the legislation’s future.

[Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: New auditor general takes

office

(lm) Samudika Jayaratne has assumed duties as Sri

Lanka’s 42nd Auditor General at the National Audit

Office, becoming the first woman to hold the country’s

top public audit position. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Proposed counterterrorism law

faces mounting criticism over expanded

executive powers

(lm) Sri Lanka’s planned Protection of State from

Terrorism Act (PSTA) is drawing intensified opposition

from civil society and legal reform advocates, who

warn that the bill would expand state powers beyond

those contained in the existing Prevention of Terrorism

Act (PTA) rather than delivering the promised rollback

of emergency-style authorities.

A coalition of lawyers, academics, and former

lawmakers operating under the banner Justice for All—

a local rights advocacy group campaigning for repeal of

the PTA—argues that the draft legislation broadens the

definition of terrorism, lowers safeguards for arrests,

and significantly increases the discretionary powers of

the executive and security forces. According to the

group, the bill would allow arrests by a wider range of

officers, enable administrative detention and remand

for up to two years, and grant the President authority

to ban organizations and impose curfews. Senior

police officials could seek restriction orders from

courts, while the defense secretary could designate

temporary “prohibited areas,” initially for 72 hours and

extendable with judicial approval.
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Critics say these provisions risk normalizing prolonged

detention and expanding surveillance and movement

controls, reinforcing a pattern of impunity associated

with the PTA, which has been widely criticized for

decades for enabling arbitrary detention and abuse,

particularly during periods of internal conflict. They

also accuse the government of backtracking on earlier

commitments to fully repeal the PTA following the

2022 mass protest movement known as the Aragalaya,

which demanded institutional reform and stronger

rule-of-law protections. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court sentences

lawyer to three years for contempt

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has sentenced an

attorney to three years’ imprisonment after finding

him guilty of contempt of court, in a case centered on

accusations he made against sitting judges during

proceedings.

The court ruled that the lawyer, who had been in

remand custody since July 1, 2024, will have that

period counted toward the three-year sentence. The

contempt charges stem from statements made while

appearing before the Supreme Court in which he

accused three justices of deliberately suppressing the

truth, acting with malice against him, and committing a

criminal offense under the Penal Code. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Foreign employment sector

oversight weakens as regulator loses

authority

(lm) Sri Lanka’s foreign employment industry is facing

mounting governance concerns as the Association of

Licensed Foreign Employment Agencies (ALFEA)—the

statutory body intended to oversee and discipline

recruitment agencies sending Sri Lankans abroad for

work—has effectively lost its enforcement capacity.

Industry representatives say ALFEA was originally

designed to function as an independent regulator with

the power to enforce a binding code of conduct,

ensure transparency, and sanction misconduct in a

sector that handles migrant workers’ contracts, fees,

and welfare. In practice, however, its authority has

eroded over time. Officials describe the body as largely

ceremonial, with rules existing mostly on paper and

little ability to hold licensed agencies accountable.
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According to current and former members, licenses

are often renewed without meaningful compliance

checks, and collective disciplinary mechanisms have

been replaced by ad hoc administrative decisions.

Critics warn that the absence of credible oversight

increases risks of fraud, abuse, and unethical practices

in a trade that directly affects thousands of workers

and remittance flows that are economically significant

for the country. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Offshore oil and gas tender

delayed by legal case

(lm) Sri Lanka’s plans to launch offshore oil and gas

exploration through an international competitive

tender have been delayed due to an unresolved court

case, postponing efforts to position the country as a

future hydrocarbon producer. The Sri Lanka Petroleum

Development Authority (SLPDA)—the state body

overseeing upstream energy licensing—had intended

to invite bids in early February but has suspended the

process pending legal clearance and review by the

Attorney General’s Department.

Earlier exploration by India’s Cairn India in 2011

identified hydrocarbons in the Barracuda and Dorado

wells in the Mannar Basin, one of four offshore sub-

basins alongside Cauvery, South Lanka and East Lanka.

Under the Petroleum Resources Act No. 21 of 2021,

any exploration and development must proceed

through international competitive bidding.

Parliamentary estimates in 2021 valued potential

Mannar Basin resources at about USD 267 billion,

though commercial viability remains unproven. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government defends limited

emergency coal purchases to prevent

power shortages

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government said it has secured cabinet

approval for emergency coal purchases of up to

300,000 metric tons to prevent potential electricity

disruptions after several recent shipments failed to

meet contractual quality standards. The Energy and

Power Ministry said the measure is precautionary and

limited in scale, covering roughly one month of

operations for a single coal-fired plant.

Opposition lawmakers warned that emergency spot

purchases at prevailing global prices could increase
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costs and strain public finances. The government

rejected that claim, arguing the capped volume is small

and designed to ensure short-term energy security

rather than create additional losses. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Army promotes over 9,000

personnel during Independence Day

(lm) The Sri Lanka Army announced a large-scale

promotion drive tied to the country’s 78th

Independence Day on February 4, advancing 9,158

enlisted personnel (“Other Ranks”) across both the

regular and volunteer forces. The upgrades included

260 Warrant Officers II to Warrant Officer I, 1,211 Staff

Sergeants to Warrant Officer II, 1,704 Sergeants to Staff

Sergeant, 2,339 Corporals to Sergeant, 2,204 Lance

Corporals to Corporal, and 1,440 Privates to Lance

Corporal. The move was framed as a routine

Independence Day personnel adjustment and affects

mid- and lower-tier ranks across the force. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Prison overcrowding leaves

40,000 inmates in facilities built for 10,500

(lm) Sri Lanka’s prison system is operating at nearly

four times its intended capacity, with about 40,000

detainees held in facilities designed for only 10,500.

Most inmates are linked to drug-related offences,

particularly trafficking and small-scale distribution.

Among those detained are 66 minors, about 2,000

women on remand for serious crimes, and 806

prisoners on death row, including 18 women. Many

detainees reportedly have low levels of education or

are illiterate, with younger people disproportionately

affected. [Daily Mirror]
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Cambodia: Military pay practices and

exclusion from social security debated

amid calls for transparency and reform

(dql) Cambodia’s policy of paying soldiers outside the

formal banking system and keeping them outside the

National Social Security Fund (NSSF) has sparked public

debate during discussions on the 2026 national

budget.

Government officials argue these arrangements

protect “information security” and allow the armed

forces to manage their own medical care and payroll

systems. Military personnel do not receive NSSF cards,

and the Defense Ministry has traditionally handled

healthcare through military hospitals, with some

referrals to civilian facilities.

Critics, including social and political analysts, say these

practices limit transparency and could enable

inefficiencies or abuses, such as “ghost soldiers” on

payrolls. They argue that paying soldiers through

banks could improve accountability and fairness, and

that extending social security coverage — including

benefits like occupational injury support, disability

payments and pensions — to soldiers and their

families would strengthen welfare and morale. They

also point out that neighboring countries such as

Vietnam and Thailand already use bank payrolls for

military personnel. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Human Rights Watch warns of

deepening repression and shrinking civic

space

(dql) Human Rights Watch (HRW) has warned that

Cambodia’s human rights situation continues to

worsen under Prime Minister Hun Manet, citing

intensified political repression, restrictions on civil

society and media, and the systematic targeting of
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critics. In its latest World Report, HRW outlines abuses

across seven areas, including political control,

citizenship policies, attacks on environmental

defenders, indigenous rights, border-related issues,

and the growth of online scam centres, while notably

lacking a dedicated focus on women’s and LGBT+

rights. [HRW]

The Cambodian government rejected the findings,

dismissing HRW as unprofessional and refusing to

engage with its conclusions. HRW officials countered

that the report reflects documented patterns of abuse

and urged authorities to end repressive practices and

uphold fundamental freedoms in line with

international obligations.

Rights advocates highlighted concerns that gender-

based and LGBT+ rights violations remain under-

addressed. Experts pointed to persistent domestic

violence, discrimination, and legal gaps affecting

women and sexual minorities, alongside limited

government data that contributes to underreporting.

Critics also linked weak rule of law, corruption, and

political repression to broader governance failures,

arguing that sustained international pressure remains

one of the few effective tools to push for democratic

and human rights improvements in Cambodia.

[Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Main ports report strong

revenue growth in 2025

(dql) Cambodia’s two largest state-owned ports —

Sihanoukville Autonomous Port (PAS) and Phnom Penh

Autonomous Port (PPAP) — saw substantial revenue

increases in 2025 compared with the previous year.

PAS, the country’s primary seaport, earned about USD

151.5 million, up roughly 35 percent, while PPAP’s

revenue rose around 24 percent to about USD 53.3

million, according to the Ministry of Public Works and

Transport. Both ports also handled significantly more

containerized cargo year-on-year.

Government officials attributed this performance to

expanding trade flows with global partners. The

ministry said ongoing development projects aim to

transform PAS into a regional logistics hub.

[Cambodianess]
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Cambodia: Authorities deport over 3,300

foreigners in nationwide crackdown on

online scams

(dql) Cambodian authorities deported more than 3,300

foreign nationals between February 1 and 8 in an

intensified nationwide operation targeting illegal

immigration and online scam networks, according to

the General Department of Immigration. The vast

majority of those removed were Chinese nationals,

though the deportees represented 16 different

nationalities, reflecting the transnational nature of

scam operations operating in the country.

The surge follows a broader enforcement push

launched in January, when more than 2,500 foreigners

were arrested during raids at 190 locations nationwide,

including dozens of sites inside casino compounds in

Phnom Penh and several provinces. These operations

were carried out under the oversight of the

Commission for Combating Online Scams.

[Cambodianess]

Indonesia: Legislative threshold debate

resurfaces as election law revision

approaches

(ms) Indonesia’s government and parliament are

preparing to revise the General Election Law,

reopening debate over the legislative threshold that

determines which political parties are entitled to seats

in the national legislature, a move that could reshape

political competition ahead of the 2029 elections.

Under current rules, political parties must secure at

least four percent of the national vote to win seats in

the House of Representatives (DPR). Votes cast for

parties that fail to meet the threshold are excluded

from seat allocation. The government says revisions to

the election law are needed to implement several

outstanding rulings by the Constitutional Court,

including a 2024 decision ordering lawmakers to

“recalculate” the threshold for future elections. The

court did not specify whether the threshold should be

raised, lowered or abolished.

Although formal deliberations have not yet begun,

political parties have begun outlining their positions.

Smaller parties and groups outside parliament argue

that the current threshold disenfranchises millions of

voters by preventing their votes from translating into

representation. The National Mandate Party (PAN), one

of the smaller parties currently represented in the
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DPR, has proposed scrapping the threshold altogether

and allowing parties that fall short to form joint

parliamentary factions.

Larger parties and some lawmakers have defended the

threshold, saying it is necessary to limit fragmentation

in parliament and ensure more effective lawmaking.

They argue that Indonesia’s multiparty system already

produces complex coalitions and that removing the

threshold could weaken governance. [The Jakarta Post]

The debate over the legislative threshold has emerged

alongside broader discussions on electoral reform,

with Members of President Prabowo Subianto’s ruling

coalition raising the possibility of ending direct

elections for governors, regents and mayors, with

regional leaders instead selected by local legislatures

(DPRD). However after significant public outcry the

government distanced itself from the proposal from

their own ranks saying that direct presidential

elections will remain unchanged and that proposals on

local elections are not part of the current legislative

agenda. [See AiR No. 3, January/2026, 3]

Nevertheless, the parallel debates are reflecting a

broader effort that could strengthen major parties and

weaken smaller parties and opposition groups in

Indonesia.

Indonesia: Government moves to

establish independent personal data

protection agency

(ms) Indonesia’s government said it aims to complete

the establishment of an independent personal data

protection agency this year, more than three years

after the passage of a law mandating the creation of a

dedicated supervisory body.

The agency is required under the 2022 Personal Data

Protection (PDP) Law, which calls for an institution with

authority to oversee compliance, receive public

complaints and impose administrative sanctions for

data protection violations. The body is intended to

operate independently and report directly to the

president.

Alexander Sabar, director general of digital space

monitoring at the Ministry of Communication and

Digital Affairs (Komdigi), told lawmakers at a hearing of

Commission I of the House of Representatives (DPR)

on February 4 that a presidential regulation

establishing the agency is currently being finalized. He

said the draft regulation had undergone inter-
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ministerial discussions and was now in the legal

harmonization stage at the Ministry of Law.

Indonesia has experienced a series of high-profile data

breaches in recent years, affecting government

agencies, telecommunications providers and digital

platforms. Analysts say the absence of a fully

empowered supervisory authority has led to

fragmented enforcement and limited accountability.

Officials have said the presidential regulation is

awaiting final approval and that discussions on the

agency’s budget and administrative structure will

follow once it is formally established. [Antara]

[Kompas]

Indonesia: Finance Ministry probes steel

sector over alleged major VAT losses

(ms) Indonesia’s Finance Ministry has begun targeting

dozens of companies in the steel industry as part of a

tax compliance drive aimed at addressing alleged

Value Added Tax (VAT) shortfalls estimated at IDR 4–5

trillion annually (USD 320 million).

Authorities said around 40 firms are suspected of

underreporting revenue or submitting inaccurate tax

filings, resulting in significant losses to state revenue.

The alleged irregularities are believed to have occurred

between 2016 and 2019, with most of the companies

operating in the Jakarta and Banten regions.

The probe is being led by the tax authority under the

Finance Ministry as part of a broader effort to

strengthen fiscal discipline and close tax leakages in

sectors considered economically strategic. The steel

industry has drawn particular attention due to its role

in infrastructure development and manufacturing, as

well as its exposure to government support measures

such as import controls and industrial safeguards.

Officials said enforcement measures will include

formal summonses and escalated investigations

involving corporate management and shareholders to

clarify potential legal responsibility. Companies found

to have breached tax regulations may be required to

settle outstanding liabilities and could face

administrative or criminal sanctions.

The investigation reflects a wider push by the

government to improve tax collection and broaden the

revenue base amid rising budgetary pressures and

slowing global growth. Recent statements from

authorities indicate that similar compliance reviews are
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underway across multiple industries, with hundreds of

large firms reportedly under examination nationwide.

[Antara] [Indonesia Business Post]

Indonesia: Witnesses testify against

culture minister over denial of 1998 mass

rapes

(ms) Witnesses testified at the Jakarta State

Administrative Court this week in a lawsuit challenging

statements by Culture Minister Fadli Zon, who last year

questioned whether mass rapes occurred during the

unrest that accompanied Indonesia’s political

transition in 1998.

The case was filed by seven plaintiffs, including former

attorney general and human rights advocate Marzuki

Darusman and several civil society organizations. They

accuse Fadli of committing an unlawful act as a public

official by denying the rapes and are seeking a court

order requiring him to retract his remarks and issue a

public apology.

Among those who testified was Wiwin Suryadinata, the

mother of activist Ita Martadinata Haryono, who was

raped and murdered during the violence following the

May 1998 riots. Her testimony described the impact of

the minister’s statements on victims’ families and

challenged the claim that there was no evidence of

sexual violence during the period.

The May 1998 unrest erupted amid economic collapse

and mass protests that led to the resignation of former

president Soeharto. The violence included arson,

looting and killings, as well as reports of sexual

assaults, many of them involving ethnic Chinese

women. A government-established fact-finding team

later documented patterns of rape and other abuses,

although few cases were prosecuted.

Fadli has previously said that available data did not

substantiate claims of mass rape, a position that drew

criticism from historians and human rights groups. He

has not publicly commented on the testimony heard in

court. [The Jakarta Post]

The lawsuit is unfolding against a broader backdrop of

debate over how Indonesia presents its recent history.

The government recently published a new state-

backed history book for schools that has been

criticized for omitting or downplaying sensitive

episodes, including aspects of the 1998 violence.
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Indonesia: Human Rights Watch

documents repression and protest

crackdowns in 2025

(jn) Human Rights Watch’s World Report 2026

documents a series of human rights concerns

emerging in Indonesia during 2025, including state

repression of protesters, expanded military

involvement in civilian affairs, and crackdowns on

Indigenous Papuans and civic leaders. The report,

released on February 4, 2026, attributes these trends

to policies adopted under President Prabowo Subianto

that benefitted military officers and lawmakers while

many Indonesians faced economic hardship.

According to Meenakshi Ganguly, deputy Asia director

at Human Rights Watch, the government has

“increasingly deployed military officers in civilian affairs

and offered benefits to lawmakers when many

Indonesians are suffering economically,” adding that

authorities responded to public dissent with criminal

charges and force rather than addressing protesters’

concerns.

The report highlights that security forces detained

thousands of people demonstrating nationwide

against inequality, with demonstrations linked to

discontent over economic conditions and perceived

political elite privileges. It also notes that the military

was active in six provinces of Papua, where

counterinsurgency operations against separatist

insurgents coincided with crackdowns on Indigenous

communities and protection of plantations and mining

operations.

Human Rights Watch further reports that religious

minorities and journalists faced targeting by

authorities, and that civil society leaders and

environmental activists encountered threats and

arbitrary detention. These developments are framed

within broader concerns about the erosion of

democratic norms and protections for fundamental

freedoms in Indonesia.

The World Report 2026 is published annually and

covers human rights practices in more than 100

countries. In its review of Indonesia, the organization’s

findings reflect deepening concerns over state

responses to dissent, the role of security forces in

civilian life, and the Vietnam-era legacy of militarized

governance in the country’s political system. [Human

Rights Watch]
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Indonesia: 5.11 percent economic growth

in 2025

(jn) Indonesia’s economy expanded by 5.11 percent in

2025, driven in large part by robust performance in the

manufacturing sector, according to data from Statistics

Indonesia and a report from the Indonesian Chamber

of Commerce and Industry (Kadin). The manufacturing

sector grew at an annual rate of approximately 5.40

percent and remains the largest single contributor to

national output, accounting for around 19 percent of

gross domestic product.

Kadin Vice Chairman Bayu Priawan Djokosoetono said

that rising investment and increased industrial activity

supported sustained economic expansion, with gross

fixed capital formation (GFCF) rising 6.12 percent in the

fourth quarter of 2025. He noted that domestic

investment has been outpacing foreign investment,

and projected that manufacturing could approach 6

percent growth in 2026, supported by improved plant

investment and higher utilization of fixed assets.

According to the report, Indonesia’s Manufacturing

Purchasing Managers’ Index has remained in the

expansion zone since August 2025, standing at 52.6 in

January 2026, indicating continued growth momentum

in production activity. Other sectors such as agriculture

and construction also recorded growth, though at

lower rates, reinforcing the diversified nature of the

economy. [ANTARA NEWS]

Indonesia: State investor advances

downstream strategy to strengthen

supply-chain position

(jn/ms) Indonesia has launched a new wave of

downstream industrial investments worth about USD 7

billion (around IDR 110 trillion) as part of a broader

strategy to move up global supply chains and reduce

dependence on raw commodity exports.

The projects, initiated by the country’s sovereign

wealth manager Danantara, involve six phase-one

developments spread across 13 regions. Officials said

the investments are intended to accelerate

industrialization, strengthen regional economies, and

support long-term growth by expanding domestic

processing capacity in key sectors.

A central focus of the initiative is mineral

downstreaming. Two bauxite-processing projects in

West Kalimantan and North Sumatra, accounting for
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roughly USD 3 billion of the total investment, are

designed to deepen Indonesia’s role in the aluminum

value chain. By increasing local processing, the

government aims to supply higher-value inputs to

manufacturing industries and reduce exposure to

swings in global commodity markets.

The first phase also includes projects in renewable

energy and fuels, such as a bioethanol plant in East

Java and a biorefinery in Central Java producing

sustainable aviation fuel. These investments are

framed as efforts to link domestic resources with

higher-value industrial applications while improving

energy security.

In parallel, Danantara is developing integrated poultry

and salt-processing facilities to strengthen food supply

chains and reduce reliance on imports. Officials said

these projects are expected to create significant

employment and support regional development

alongside industrial upgrading. [Antara]

Indonesia: Government denies plan to

change police’s institutional status

(ms) Indonesia’s government has rejected speculation

that it intends to place the National Police (Polri) under

any civilian ministry, pushing back against renewed

debate over police governance while implicitly

reaffirming the force’s direct accountability to the

president.

State Secretary Minister Prasetyo Hadi said on

February 9 that no proposal to shift Polri under a

ministry had emerged from the Police Reform Team,

dismissing public discussion as unfounded. Speaking

after a military–police leadership meeting in Jakarta, he

said the government’s priority was strengthening

institutions rather than revisiting Polri’s formal

position.

The clarification follows remarks made in January by

Coordinating Minister for Law, Human Rights,

Immigration and Corrections Yusril Ihza Mahendra,

who suggested that placing the police under a ministry

could be considered as part of broader reform efforts.

The idea drew mixed reactions and prompted Police

Chief Gen. Listyo Sigit Prabowo to reiterate that Polri

was best positioned directly under the president.

While the government has framed its stance as

preserving institutional stability, the decision

effectively confirms the continuation of direct

presidential control over the police. Since Indonesia’s
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1998 reform movement separated the police from the

military, Polri has reported directly to the head of

state, a structure originally designed to ensure civilian

oversight after decades of authoritarian rule.

Under President Prabowo Subianto, that arrangement

has taken on renewed significance. The president has

adopted a highly centralized approach to security

governance, with strong executive involvement in

defense, policing, and institutional reform. Analysts

note that rejecting a ministerial layer removes a

potential buffer that could have distributed political

responsibility and oversight, instead consolidating

authority at the presidential level.

The issue has gained prominence amid wider police

reform debates triggered by Constitutional Court

rulings last November. The court barred active-duty

police officers from holding civilian government posts

without explicit legal authorization and rejected

proposals to grant the police chief ministerial rank.

Those decisions were widely seen as an attempt to

curb the expanding role of the police in civilian

governance.

President Prabowo’s police reform commission

continues to review accountability mechanisms and

use-of-force standards. However, the government’s

latest statement suggests that while operational

reforms may proceed, structural changes that would

dilute presidential control over the police remain off

the table, reinforcing a model of reform focused on

discipline and performance rather than redistribution

of power. [Antara]

Indonesia: Prabowo reiterates non-

alignment as “resilience diplomacy”

shapes foreign policy

(ms) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto has

reaffirmed that Indonesia will remain outside formal

military alliances, underscoring Jakarta’s longstanding

commitment to strategic autonomy and non-

alignment. Speaking during a national security briefing

in Jakarta, Prabowo said Indonesia would continue to

avoid joining defense blocs or foreign military pacts,

arguing that such arrangements could constrain

independent foreign policy decision-making.

The president said Indonesia would instead pursue

cooperative security relationships based on mutual

respect, emphasizing flexibility over formal alignment.

His remarks echo Indonesia’s long-standing “free and

active” foreign policy doctrine, which seeks to balance

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-gy/


engagement with major powers while avoiding

entanglement in bloc-based rivalries.

Prabowo’s statement comes amid a broader effort by

his administration to articulate Indonesia’s external

posture in a more contested global environment. In

January, Foreign Minister Sugiono introduced the

concept of “resilience diplomacy” as the guiding

framework for Indonesia’s foreign policy, describing a

world marked by weakening multilateralism,

intensifying power competition, and more

transactional international relations.

Under this approach, Indonesia aims to strengthen its

political, economic, and security foundations to

preserve autonomy while engaging widely with

partners. Sugiono stressed that multilateral platforms

such as ASEAN and the United Nations remain

important, but framed them increasingly in

instrumental terms, emphasizing tangible benefits and

national capacity-building rather than normative

leadership alone.

Defense diplomacy has emerged as a prominent

feature of this strategy. Since taking office, Prabowo

has prioritized expanded military exercises, diversified

arms procurement, and intensified bilateral security

dialogues. Supporters argue that this approach

enhances deterrence and strategic flexibility without

formal alignment. Critics, however, warn that a more

defense-forward posture risks creating perceptions of

implicit alignment, particularly as regional military

signaling becomes more consequential in the Indo-

Pacific. [Antara] [Tempo]

Indonesia: Air force modernization plans

shift after F-15 deal collapses and new jet

procurements advance

(jn/ms) Indonesia is recalibrating its air force

modernization strategy after a long-planned deal to

acquire U.S.-made F-15EX fighter jets fell through,

while Jakarta moved ahead with preliminary

agreements to procure Italian trainer aircraft and

Russian-made fighters.

During the Singapore Airshow earlier this month,

Indonesia’s Ministry of Defense signed two separate

letters of intent (LoIs) covering the acquisition of

Italian-made M-346 Master trainer jets and Russian-

built MiG-29 fighter aircraft. The agreements reflect

Jakarta’s effort to upgrade training capabilities and

sustain combat readiness amid delays and cost

pressures affecting Western procurement programs.
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One LoI was signed with Leonardo in cooperation with

local partner PT E-System Solutions Indonesia, covering

the supply and support of the M-346 F Block 20 aircraft

for the Indonesian Air Force. Leonardo said the aircraft

was selected to meet Indonesia’s training and light

combat needs and to replace aging platforms such as

the British-made Hawk. While no official figures were

released, defense sources indicated the agreement

covers up to 24 aircraft, with an option for additional

units, alongside local maintenance, training and

technology transfer.

Indonesia also signed an LoI to acquire Russian-made

MiG-29 C/UB aircraft for use in an aggressor squadron

role. The move underscores Jakarta’s continued

reliance on a diverse range of suppliers, despite the

potential risk of U.S. sanctions under the Countering

America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA).

The developments followed confirmation that

Indonesia’s planned purchase of 24 F-15EX fighter jets

from Boeing would not proceed. Boeing said the

proposed price was deemed too high, ending talks that

began with a memorandum of understanding signed in

2023. The deal had been subject to U.S. government

approval and was intended to anchor Indonesia’s air

force modernization.

Indonesia’s air fleet remains a mix of U.S., European

and Russian platforms, including legacy F-5s, Hawks

and Sukhoi fighters. Defense officials say

diversification is necessary to maintain operational

readiness, though analysts note it complicates logistics

and maintenance.

The government has said it remains committed to

modernizing the armed forces while balancing budget

constraints, geopolitical considerations and industrial

development goals. The latest procurement steps

suggest Jakarta is prioritizing incremental capability

upgrades as it reassesses larger, costlier acquisition

plans. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Laos: 4.8 percent growth in 2025 as

government targets faster expansion and

income gains 

(ms) Laos recorded economic growth of 4.8 percent in

2025, reflecting a continued recovery across key

sectors as the government sets higher growth and

income targets for the year ahead, according to data

released by the Lao Statistics Bureau.
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The services sector remained the largest contributor to

the economy, accounting for 36.3 percent of output,

supported by tourism, transport, and trade.

Manufacturing followed at 32 percent, indicating

steady industrial activity, while agriculture contributed

20.3 percent, continuing to underpin rural livelihoods

and food security.

Income indicators showed gradual improvement.

Gross domestic product per capita rose to USD 2,176

in 2025, while gross national income per capita

reached USD 2,029, signaling modest gains in

household income levels after several years of

economic strain.

For 2026, the government has set a growth target of at

least 5.5 percent, above the current trend estimate of

5.1 percent. Authorities have identified tourism,

energy, logistics, agriculture, and agro-processing as

priority sectors to drive expansion. GDP per capita is

projected to rise to USD 2,238, with GNI per capita

expected to reach USD 2,101. [The Laotian Times]

The higher growth targets are part of Laos’ broader

effort to advance toward graduation from the United

Nations’ Least Developed Country category, a long-

standing policy objective that the government aims to

progress during the second half of the 2020s. Officials

have linked this goal to sustained economic growth,

rising per-capita incomes, and reduced vulnerability to

external shocks.

Investment in energy, transport infrastructure, and

downstream industries has been positioned as a key

pillar of this strategy, alongside efforts to improve

connectivity, attract foreign investment, and

strengthen domestic value chains. Authorities have

said these measures are intended to support more

stable and higher-value economic activity as Laos

prepares for eventual LDC graduation.

Policymakers have also emphasized that progress

toward graduation must be accompanied by inclusive

growth, ensuring that gains in output translate into

improved living standards and social resilience.

While the 2025 growth figures point to a stabilizing

economic trajectory, advancing toward LDC graduation

will depend on maintaining momentum while

managing inflation, public debt, and exposure to

external economic risks.

Laos: Vietnam-backed aluminum project

advances toward 2028 launch
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(ms) A large-scale aluminum smelting project in

southern Laos is moving forward, with operations

expected to begin in 2028 and annual production

projected at up to 1 million tonnes, according to the

Ministry of Industry and Commerce.

The project is located in Dak Cheung district, Sekong

Province, and is operated by Vietnam-based Vietnam-

Phuong Group. It centers on the development of a

bauxite mining and alumina processing complex,

representing one of the largest foreign mining

investments in Laos to date. Construction of the USD 1

billion industrial complex began in late 2022 and

covers an area of nearly 9,000 hectares.

The Lao government granted formal approval for the

project in September 2025, following completion of

geological studies and preparatory works. Once

operational, officials expect the facility to contribute to

industrial growth, support domestic energy demand,

and create new export opportunities for Laos.

Bauxite mining has previously generated controversy

in Laos, notably in Champasak Province, where earlier

projects faced opposition over concerns about

environmental degradation and risks to water and

agricultural livelihoods. Officials have acknowledged

these past disputes and stressed that the Sekong

project will be required to meet national

environmental standards, including careful

management of waste and water resources. [The

Laotian Times]

Laos: Authorities step up enforcement

against illicit opium cultivation

(ms) Lao authorities have intensified efforts to curb

illegal opium poppy cultivation in northern Laos,

destroying more than 13 hectares of illicit crops in a

series of operations conducted in early February,

according to official reports.

The latest actions targeted remote areas in Phongsaly

and Luang Namtha provinces, regions that have

historically been linked to opium production due to

their terrain and limited access. Provincial public

security forces, supported by national defense units

and local officials, carried out coordinated eradication

operations, fully destroying poppy fields to prevent

harvesting or replanting.

Officials said the enforcement drive also included

outreach to local communities, with authorities

briefing villagers on the legal consequences and
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broader social risks associated with opium cultivation.

In several cases, teams were required to travel long

distances through difficult mountainous conditions to

reach the sites.

Additional operations were carried out in Xieng

Khouang Province in late January, where authorities

dismantled smaller cultivation areas and detained

suspects for further legal action.

While the latest crackdown reflects continued

government commitment to counter-narcotics

enforcement, officials acknowledge that illicit poppy

cultivation remains a persistent issue in northern Laos.

Geographic isolation, economic constraints, and

longstanding cultivation practices continue to

complicate eradication efforts. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Opposition party infighting

deepens with actions sought against vice

president

(dql/tl) A senior member of the Malaysian United

Indigenous Party (Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia;

Bersatu) has urged the party’s disciplinary board to

investigate Deputy President Hamzah Zainudin over

allegations he has supported actions seen as

undermining party president Muhyiddin Yassin,

intensifying ongoing leadership tensions. The call,

made publicly by a supreme council member, frames

Hamzah’s conduct as detrimental to unity and contrary

to party principles.

This development occurs against a backdrop of

prolonged infighting within Bersatu, including earlier

calls from some leaders for Muhyiddin to step down

and disagreements over internal decision-making.

Previous disputes have surfaced in public and within

party forums, highlighting fractures that have at times

erupted into rowdy scenes at meetings. [Free Malaysia

1] [Free Malaysia 2]

Party officials have stressed that any move to discipline

or remove a member — including Hamzah — must

follow the procedures set out in the Bersatu

constitution, with matters to be addressed by the

disciplinary board rather than through public pressure.

[New Straits Times]

Despite growing tensions with the party’s leadership,

Hamzah Zainudin remains Bersatu’s Deputy president

for the time being. The confirmation came after a

gathering hosted at party president Muhyiddin Yassin’s

house, attended by over 30 Bersatu elected
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representatives and senior leaders. However, elected

representatives believed to be backing Hamzah were

nobly absent, reportedly choosing to boycott the

meeting.

Sources indicated the event was scaled down from a

planned special meeting due to low attendance and

that disciplinary action may be considered against

those who did not attend. The gathering followed

reports that Hamzah had been called before the

party’s disciplinary board in connection with alleged

disruptions at the party’s recent annual general

assembly and criticism directed at Muhyiddin. [Malay

Mail]

Malaysia: Controversial preacher, rally-

goers detained over “illegal worship”

protest

(dql) A controversial independent preacher, Zamri

Vinoth, was arrested by Kuala Lumpur police along

with multiple individuals in connection with a planned

rally against so-called “illegal” houses of worship that

fizzled out after authorities blocked the event near a

shopping complex.

The demonstration was organized by a coalition of civil

groups intending to pressure authorities over what

they view as unregulated religious structures.

However, the rally was not authorized due to public

safety concerns, and police had earlier urged

organizers to cancel it. [New Straits Times] [Free

Malaysia Today 1]

Zamri is known for his provocative religious

commentary and past involvement in disputes

touching on race and religion and asserting Malay-

Muslim primacy, which have drawn criticism from civil

society groups and political leaders. He framed the

rally — reportedly involving more than 140 non-

governmental organizations — as a protest against

“illegal” temples, with the aim of pressuring authorities

to take action against places of worship believed to be

built without proper approval.

Critics say this language and focus specifically targets

Hindu temples, which are seen by many as

longstanding community sites rather than unlawful

structures. Zamri denied the protest was aimed at any

specific community or political agenda, describing it

instead as a defence of rule of law, national

sovereignty, Islam as the official religion, Malay as the

national language, and land rights. He accused

authorities of harassment and maintained that the
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gathering was not intended to inflame race or faith

tensions. [Malay Mail] [Scoop]

The detentions occurred against a backdrop of

heightened tensions over religious and racial issues,

with Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim warning that

participants who defy the law or threaten public order

would face arrest. He emphasized that while

Malaysians have the right to express views, such

freedoms must stay within legal limits to preserve

national harmony, especially during high-profile

diplomatic engagements such as the visit of Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi (see article in this

edition). [Free Malaysia Today 2]

Malaysia: Prime Minister rejects claims of

ceding land to Indonesia

(tl) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim told Parliament that

Malaysia has not surrender any land to Indonesia amid

ongoing negotiations over land disputes at the Sabah-

Kalimantan border. He dismissed claims that Malaysia

gave up 5,207 hectares of land to Indonesia, in

exchange of three villages namely, Kampung

Kabulangalor, Kampung Lepaga, and Kampung

Tetagas, in Pulau Sebatik, along the Sabah-Kalimantan

border. He stressed that the border determinations

are guided by international treaties, dating back to

1891 and 1915.

Anwar said border negotiations began in 1977, with

the latest phase concluded between 2022 and 2023

but still waiting for ratification. He emphasized that

Sabah authorities are fully involved throughout the

process. He explained that under the resolution of

Outstanding Boundary Problems (OBPs), Malaysia

gained small additional areas in Pulau Sebatik (5

hectares) and the Sungai Sinapad-Sungai Sesai sector

(780 hectares), while the larger disputed territory

remains under Indonesian administration based on

longstanding agreements. The three villages cited have

always been recognized as part of Sabah under the

1915 treaty. [Malay Mail]

Anwar’s clarification cams after the opposition bloc,

Perikatan Nasional (PN), filed a formal motion in the

House of Representatives calling for a full

parliamentary debate on Anwar’s explanation of the

Malaysia–Indonesia border issue, arguing that a one-

way briefing is inadequate for a matter involving

national sovereignty.

PN lawmaker Wan Ahmad Fayhsal Wan Ahmad Kamal

said the opposition is concerned by Anwar’s remarks
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that such areas cannot yet be considered the territory

of either country, amid allegations that Malaysia had

effectively transferred land to Indonesia to

compensate villages near Nunukan. He questioned

why a previously approved debate following the prime

minister’s briefing was withdrawn and urged the

Speaker to convene a special sitting.

The opposition also invoked Article 2 of the Federal

Constitution, stressing that any alteration of national

boundaries requires approval from the relevant State

Legislative Assembly and, where applicable, the

Conference of Rulers — the constitutional body

consisting of the the nine hereditary Malay rulers and

presided by the king. They cited claims that no such

approvals had been granted in Sabah, raising doubts

about constitutional compliance. [The Vibes]

Malaysia: Federal Court upholds online

speech restrictions with higher threshold

for prosecution

(dql) The Federal Court has ruled that provisions of the

Communications and Multimedia Act (CMA)

criminalizing online content that is “offensive” or

intended to “annoy” remain constitutional, overturning

a previous Court of Appeal decision that struck these

terms down as vague and inconsistent with the right to

free expression.

The apex court’s unanimous judgment reinstated the

contested wording and clarified that prosecutors must

demonstrate an express intent to annoy before

charging someone under the law, raising the

evidentiary standard required.

The case originated from a constitutional challenge by

human rights activist Heidy Quah, who was charged

under Section 233 of the CMA over a 2020 Facebook

post and later argued that the terms were overly broad

and arbitrary. The Federal Court agreed that in her

specific case the charge was unwarranted but affirmed

the constitutional validity of the provision itself,

emphasizing that some restrictions on free speech are

permissible under the Federal Constitution to protect

public order and prevent harmful communication. [The

Vibes]

Supporters of the decision, including the Malaysian

government and the Malaysian Communications and

Multimedia Commission, argued that retaining the law

is essential to curb harmful online conduct — such as

repeated, distress-causing remarks that could inflame

racial, religious or social tensions — and that the
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amended statute has clearer thresholds to prevent

misuse. [Malay Mail]

Critics, including civil society organisations like the

Centre for Independent Journalism (CIJ) and some legal

advocates, say the ruling continues to allow broad

criminalisation of online speech and could chill

legitimate expression, urging narrower definitions and

stronger safeguards to align with international human

rights norms. [The Edge Malaysia]

Malaysia: E-waste imports banned amid

corruption probe and environmental

concerns

(dql) Malaysia has imposed an immediate and

comprehensive ban on the import of electronic waste,

declaring it will no longer accept overseas refuse. The

government has reclassified e-waste under an

“absolute prohibition” category, eliminating the

Environment Department’s previous discretion to

approve exemptions. Authorities say the move is

aimed at stopping illegal and harmful shipments and

strengthening enforcement against smuggling. [Free

Malaysia Today]

The decision follows years of concern over Malaysia

receiving large volumes of foreign e-waste, often

suspected to be unlawfully imported and hazardous to

public health and the environment due to toxic

components such as heavy metals. It also coincides

with an expanding corruption investigation into e-

waste oversight, which has already led to the arrest

and remand of senior environmental officials and the

seizure of assets linked to the case.

Officials stressed that e-waste poses risks not only to

ecosystems and human health but also to national

security, pledging coordinated enforcement across

agencies. The ban reflects a broader regional trend, as

Southeast Asian countries tighten controls after

becoming alternative destinations for global waste

following China’s 2018 import ban. [AP News]

Malaysia: Government launches national

policy for data-driven government

(tl) Malaysia has unveiled its national policy on Digital

Automation and Technological Advancement (DATA) to

speed digital transformation across the public sector

and position the country as an AI-driven nation by
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2030. Digital Minister Gobind Singh Deo said the policy

establishes the foundation for long-term, data-driven

governance, enabling faster decision-making,

improved public service delivery, and reduced wastage,

while addressing legacy issues like non-digital records

and fragmented data systems.

The framework, developed in line with the Data

Sharing Act 2025, focuses on full digital administration,

secure data sharing, strengthened governance, and

fostering a seamless digital culture. The My

Government Data Exchange (MyGDX) platform,

currently integrated across 81 agencies, will expand to

300 agencies under MyGDX 2.0, while a newly

established Data Authority will oversee data

governance, safety, and infrastructure. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Corruption Perception Index

stands at third in ASEAN

(tl) Malaysia has been ranked third in ASEAN in the

2025 Corruption Perception Index (CPI) with a score of

52, behind Singapore (84) and Brunei (63), and 54th

globally out of 182 countries, according to

Transparency International (TI) Malaysia. The modest

two-point improvement from 2023 and 2024 reflects

government reforms including the Finance and Fiscal

Responsibility Act 2023, amendments to the Audit Act

1957,the Government Procurement Bill, and updates

to the Whistleblower Protection Act as well as the

launching of national anti-corruption strategy 2024-

2028 and the establishment of CPI task force.

TI Malaysia highlighted ongoing challenges in

procurement transparency, whistleblower protection,

and political financing regulations, cautioning that

Deferred Prosecution Agreements could weaken

enforcement integrity. Officials urged the government

to accelerate institutional and legislative reforms to

reach the goal of a top 25 CPI ranking by 2033. [Malay

Mail]

Malaysia: New armed forces chief seeks

release of frozen operational funds

(tl) The Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF) will submit a

request to Prime Minister and Finance Minister Anwar

Ibrahim to release operational funds following a

temporary freeze on defense procurement. Newly

appointed Chief of Defense Force General Malek Razak

Sulaiman warned that the freeze has already affected

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ydd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ydh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-ydh/


daily military operations and could undermine overall

readiness if it continues.

While acknowledging the freeze is temporary, Malek

Razak stressed that operational expenditure is

essential to sustain routine tasks and ongoing

missions. He said the MAF would seek approval for at

least the most critical spending for operations, with

supporting documents currently being finalized by the

Defense Ministry.

The estimated operational costs involved include

about MYR 2 billion (USD 425 million) for the army and

roughly MYR 1.5 billion (USD 320 million) each for the

navy and air force. [Bernama]

The procurement freeze, ordered on January 16, was

introduced pending full compliance with procedures

following corruption-related controversies involving

former senior military leaders (see AiR No. 3,

January/2026, 3).

Malaysia: Anti-graft agency detains senior

executive of major construction

conglomerate

(dql) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) has detained a senior executive from IJM

Corporation Bhd, widely reported to be its chairman, in

connection with an ongoing probe into suspected

wrongdoing involving corporate governance,

procurement and financial transactions, as well as the

ownership of overseas assets worth about MYR 2.5

billion (USD 540 million). IJM is one of the country’s

largest and most established conglomerates,

particularly in construction and infrastructure.

The arrest on February 5 followed coordinated

searches at his home, a fund management firm, and

an investment bank. Investigators believe the

investment bank may have been involved in managing

a takeover offer process for IJM, including regulatory

dealings with a statutory body.

As part of the inquiry, MACC has frozen around 70

personal and company bank accounts and is working

to track down other assets that could be tied to

money-laundering offences. So far, at least 15

witnesses, including the executive’s spouse, have

provided statements.

The suspect was released within 24 hours after his

statement was recorded, reportedly due to health

concerns. [The Star]
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Malaysia: Another violent gang suspect

extradited from Thailand

(dql) Federal investigative authorities have brought

back another suspected member of the organized

crime group known as the Captain Praba gang after

extradition from Thailand, where he was detained

before being flown to Malaysia to face remand

proceedings. The gang figure, a man in his 30s, was

handed over to the Royal Malaysian Police (PDRM)

following cooperation with Thai counterparts.

The Captain Praba gang is accused of involvement in a

string of serious offences in Malaysia, including

murder, armed robbery, assault, arson and other

violent crimes. Active since 2023 and led by a

Malaysian, the 33-member group is implicated in

murders, armed attacks, arson and robberies in the

states Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Penang and Perak.

Police have already detained at least 17 suspected

members, with operations continuing to track down

remaining suspects believed to have fled abroad—

particularly to Thailand and India.

This extradition follows other recent international law

enforcement actions against the gang, including the

repatriation of three suspects extradited from India

and fresh arrests under Malaysian police operations.

[Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Over 1,200 sedition probes

opened in past 15 years

(dql) Malaysian police have launched 1,222

investigations under the Sedition Act 1948 from 2010

to 2025, according to official figures — of which 130

individuals were formally charged in court. The data

shows periodic spikes in enforcement, particularly

around politically or socially sensitive events. [Free

Malaysia Today]

The Sedition Act, a colonial-era law designed to

penalize speech or actions that incite disaffection

against the government or racial and religious

harmony, remains controversial. Critics argue it is

broad and suppresses legitimate expression, especially

political dissent, while supporters say it is necessary to

maintain peace in Malaysia’s multi-ethnic society.
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Malaysia: Defense ministry to upgrade

naval missile systems

(tl) The defense ministry (Mindef) said the Royal

Malaysian Navy (RMN) will operate two types of

Surface-to-Surface Missiles (SSM) as part of a phased

modernization plan. Norway’s Naval Strike Missile

(NSM) set for delivery in March, and Türkiye’s ATMACA

missile system expected by 2028, are replacing the

ageing Exocet MM40 Block II missiles that have been in

service for nearly three decades. The ministry added

that the approach prioritizes longer range, higher

radar evasion, and integration with modern sensor

networks while remaining fiscally sustainable.

Separately, the ministry confirmed revisions to the

Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program timeline, with the

first vessel now expected to be commissioned in

December 2026, followed by staggered deliveries

through 2029.

As of late December 2025, overall project completion

stood at just over 75.73 percent, rather than the

planned progress of 81.57 percent. [Malay Mail]

Myanmar: Official general election results

announced

(dql/su) The Union Election Commission (UEC) released

official results of the recently concluded general

election (see AiR No. 5, February/2026, 1) confirming

that the military-backed Union Solidarity and

Development Party (USDP) secured more than 72

percent of contested seats, winning 739 out of 1,025

seats across national and regional legislatures. The

vote was held in three stages between late December

2025 and late January 2026.

The election was organized by the junta that seized

power in the February 2021 coup, which removed the

elected National League for Democracy (NLD) from

politics and jailed its leaders, including Daw Aung San

Suu Kyi. Major opposition parties were dissolved or

barred from meaningful participation, leaving the

USDP and a small number of smaller parties to

compete.

Smaller parties such as the National Unity Party, the

Shan and Nationalities Democratic Party, the People’s

Party, and the People’s Pioneer Party won modest

numbers of seats, but none posed a serious challenge

to the USDP’s dominance.
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International observers, the United Nations, and rights

groups have widely condemned the election as neither

free nor fair, pointing to the exclusion of key

opposition figures, restrictions on civil liberties, and

ongoing conflict as undermining the credibility of the

process. ASEAN also declined to endorse the results.

[NBC] [The Irrawaddy]

For a critical discussion of the election, situating it

within broader trends of sustained armed conflict,

shifting battlefield dynamics, and fragmented

territorial control as the civil war has entered its sixth

year, see Su Mon in [ACLED] who argues that the vote

“does not offer a credible path to peace or help resolve

the country’s entrenched political turmoil.”

Meanwhile, the USDP faces allegations that it

leveraged early voting to secure wins, drawing

comparisons with the 2010 polls. Critics claim early

ballots—reportedly cast mainly by military personnel,

government staff, and USDP supporters—boosted the

party’s results across multiple constituencies, with

some local officials accused of pressuring voters.

Several parties described early voting as opaque but

stopped short of legal challenges, instead submitting

complaints to junta chief Min Aung Hlaing. An

independent analysis found USDP candidates

consistently outperformed rivals in early votes across

most townships in both election phases, with early

ballots accounting for roughly 15–17 percent of the

party’s total votes. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta chief to entrench power

ahead of new parliament with new

consultative council law

(dql/anl/su) Just ahead of the convening of a new

parliament, Myanmar’s junta leader Min Aung Hlaing

has enacted a Union Consultative Council Law that

appears designed to lock in his political influence

during the next government term. The new body is

tasked with advising on sweeping national issues

ranging from security and foreign policy to legislation

and the peace process, giving it a wide remit at a

sensitive political moment.

Although the council is formally established by and

under the president, critics argue that its structure

effectively elevates its chair above the president in real

influence while remaining outside clear constitutional

checks. This has fueled speculation that the council

could serve as a power platform for Min Aung Hlaing,

whether or not he formally assumes the presidency.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-yhi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-yhd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-yhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-yhk/


The law allows the president to appoint council

members and define its powers, but analysts note that,

in practice, the arrangement could enable the junta

chief to dominate decision-making without holding the

top civilian office.

The move comes amid strong expectations that Min

Aung Hlaing intends to become president following the

junta-run election, especially as the head of the

military-backed USDP has publicly downplayed his own

chances of taking the role. At the same time, some

observers suggest an alternative scenario in which Min

Aung Hlaing remains commander-in-chief while

chairing the consultative council, creating a dual-power

structure with the incoming president. [Eleven] [The

Irrawaddy 1]

Election commission announces 110 military

representatives for lower house

Separately, military regime released the names of its

representatives to the upcoming Parliament in March.

On 7 and 8 February, the Union Election Commission

(UEC) issued two lists naming a total of 166 military

representatives selected for both houses of

parliament. These appointments account for the 25

percent of seats in the Pyithu Hluttaw that are

reserved for the military under Myanmar’s

constitution. [Eleven Myanmar] [The Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Coup anniversary prison

protests met with disciplinary action

(dql) In Thayet Prison in central Magway Region,

political detainees and other inmates staged a silent

strike on February 1 to mark the fifth anniversary of

the 2021 military coup. During the protest, some 120

prisoners participated by refusing to speak and

switching off lights during breaks as a form of silent

defiance.

The Political Prisoners’ Network – Myanmar reports

that around 500 individuals remain incarcerated at the

facility. According to the Assistance Association for

Political Prisoners (AAPP), over 30,000 people have

been arrested since the coup, with nearly 23,000 still in

detention and more than 11,500 already sentenced.

[Mizzima 1]

Meanwhile, authorities at Mawlaikkalay Prison have

placed 15 female inmates in solitary confinement after

a peaceful protest by prisoners marking the

anniversary of the coup, according to prison

monitoring groups. The demonstration on February 1
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involved more than 200 inmates, including over 100

political prisoners, who sang a revolutionary song and

called for an end to gender-based discrimination in

prison labor and to authoritarian practices within the

prison system.

The Political Prisoners Network–Myanmar (PPNM) and

family members say the women were singled out as

alleged organizers of the protest. [Mizzima 2]

Myanmar: Junta probes ex–home affairs

minister over alleged links to online scam

networks

(dql) Military authorities have launched an

investigation into Lieutenant General Tun Tun Naung,

the former Minister of Home Affairs, over accusations

that he took bribes from illegal online scam syndicates.

The probe follows his removal from the ministerial

post last month January by the National Defence and

Security Council, which reinstated him to his original

military role but has not assigned him a new position.

Prior to his dismissal, Tun Tun Naung had chaired a

government body created to combat

telecommunications fraud and online gambling, an

initiative aimed at curtailing the proliferation of scam

operations along Myanmar’s borders. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Restored privacy law keeps

broad arrest and surveillance powers

(dql) The military government has re-enacted the Law

Protecting the Privacy and Security of Citizens with

changes that formally restore certain civil rights

protections but, according to critics and rights

observers, leave security forces with broad

discretionary powers. [GNLM] [The Irrawaddy]

The law originally limited warrantless searches,

required court approval for arrests, and protected

private communications, but the junta suspended

those clauses soon after the 2021 coup and has

maintained that suspension ever since.

Under the newest amendment signed on February 3,

the requirement for a warrant or witnesses is

technically retained, but broad exemptions for actions

taken in the name of “national defense, security, or

public order” allow authorities to bypass these

safeguards in almost all circumstances.
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Key protections—such as banning warrantless

detention beyond 24 hours and preventing

interception of personal communications—remain

suspended. Human rights monitors warn that the

change is symbolic, and that citizens’ privacy and

freedom from arbitrary arrest are still deeply eroded,

with the regime able to continue surveillance, raids,

and detentions at will.

Myanmar: Human rights organization

condemns junta airstrikes on religious

sites and civilians in Chin State

(anl) On February 9, the Chin Human Rights

Organisation (CHRO) called attention to airstrikes

carried out by the military regime on churches,

Buddhist religious buildings, and civilian

neighborhoods in Chin State this month, killing civilians

and damaging protected sites.

Between 1 January and 8 February, CHRO documented

at least seven civilian deaths, including three children,

more than 20 injuries, and the destruction or damage

of religious buildings, schools, a hospital, and more

than 60 civilian homes.

CHRO stated that these airstrikes represent a direct

assault on freedom of religion or belief and added that

the attacks are part of a systematic pattern rather than

isolated incidents. Additionally, CHRO accused foreign

suppliers of enabling the junta’s air campaign, citing a

recent Reuters investigation which reported that

Iranian aviation fuel shipments had reached Myanmar

despite international sanctions.

CHRO claimed that Iranian aviation fuel is directly

enabling attacks on religious communities and urged

the international community to impose sanctions on

aviation fuel supply chains and hold those involved

accountable. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Central Bank tightens cash

withdrawal controls to curb speculation

in dollars and gold

(su) Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) Governor Daw

Than Than Swe stated on February 5 that the CBM is

regulating cash withdrawals to prevent money from

being diverted into speculative markets, particularly

foreign currency and gold. Speaking at a financial

awareness briefing held at the Union of Myanmar
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Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry

(UMFCCI), she said the central bank encourages

withdrawals used for the production sector, but seeks

to restrict cash being used for speculation, which she

argued contributes to inflation and wider negative

economic impacts.

Her remarks came amid reports of increasing difficulty

in cash withdrawals. At the same event, the chair of the

Myanmar Pulses, Beans and Sesame Seeds Merchants

Association said cash shortages had affected traders

during the harvest season, particularly those operating

in rural areas where cash transactions are needed to

pay farmers. While bank transfers were described as

operating smoothly, she said withdrawal limits had

created serious payment constraints.

The CBM governor stated that the central bank issues

cash as much as possible during peak agricultural

seasons such as beans, corn, and sesame, noting that

Mandalay, Yangon, and Nay Pyi Taw are the main

distribution points, with Mandalay receiving larger

allocations due to higher agricultural production.

She also said wages and salaries, including CMP wage

bills, are being prioritized in Yangon, while logistical

challenges—such as transporting cash by air—have

contributed to delays. The CBM governor further

stated that banks are being monitored to prevent

public losses, and that monetary policy and exchange

rate management are being continuously overseen to

maintain appropriate levels. [Eleven Myanmar]

Myanmar: Singapore, China, and Thailand

remain top foreign investors as MIC

approves new projects

(su) Myanmar authorities stated that as of the end of

December 2025, investors from 53 countries and

regions had invested in Myanmar, with Singapore,

China, and Thailand ranking as the top sources of

foreign investment. Officials said the largest shares of

total investment were concentrated in the power

sector (28.29 percent), oil and gas (24.64 percent), and

manufacturing (14.65 percent).

At its first meeting of 2026, held in Nay Pyi Taw on

January 26, the Myanmar Investment Commission

(MIC) approved 20 new projects valued at USD 62.9

million, which authorities said are expected to

generate 3,382 jobs. The meeting was chaired by

Union Minister U Mya Tun Oo, Chairman of the MIC.
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The MIC approved four new foreign investment

projects in the industrial and service sectors, alongside

16 local investment projects in areas including

manufacturing, hotels and tourism, power generation,

housing construction, livestock and fisheries, and oil

and gas.

The total value was reported as USD 62.9 million and

over K212 billion in local currency. Approved business

activities include electric vehicle assembly and sales,

housing development, education services, garment

manufacturing, food production, and energy-related

projects. The MIC stated that it continues to review

investment proposals in line with the Myanmar

Investment Law. [Eleven Myanmar]

Myanmar: LNG-generated power supplied

to factories at sharply elevated prices

(dql) The military government has reactivated a

liquefied natural gas (LNG)-fired power project in

Yangon and is providing round-the-clock electricity to

industrial zones, including in Yangon and Mandalay,

after an LNG tanker and related infrastructure were

brought back into service late last year.

Although the regime’s Electricity Minister has

promoted the project as a way to boost industrial

productivity with a steady power supply, owners of

factories in industrial zones report that the electricity is

being sold at very high rates, which many say impose a

significant financial burden on businesses.

The LNG power facilities once operated under different

arrangements but were suspended after the 2021

coup amid economic and fuel supply disruptions; their

revival now appears tied to efforts by the junta to

showcase improved infrastructure ahead of a new

government formation. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Security forces claim retake of

Banmauk after four months of fighting

(su/dql) Myanmar security forces stated that they fully

retook Banmauk town in north-western Sagaing

Region on February 8 following more than four months

of fighting against joint Kachin Independence Army

(KIA) and People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups.

According to official statements, the town had been

attacked and temporarily seized on September 20 after

which security forces launched clearance operations
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on September 24. Authorities said that by late October

they had regained control of several surrounding

villages and strategic points west and northwest of the

town. Authorities reported 69 clashes during the

operation, resulting in casualties among security

personnel, and said weapons, ammunition, explosives,

and other materials were seized.

Authorities said they have begun recovery efforts,

including clearing debris and mines, repairing schools

and hospitals, and facilitating the return of displaced

residents. [Eleven Myanmar]

Earlier, on February 5, military aircraft carried out an

airstrike on Thit Say Kone village in Taze Township,

Sagaing Region, hitting a monastery and killing six

civilians, including four novice monks.

Local residents say the monastery was not linked to

armed resistance and believe the strike may have been

the result of a misidentification of the site. [Mizzima 1]

In addition, two civilians were killed in junta airstrike in

Karenni State’s Mawchi area the same day.

The Interim Executive Council (IEC) of Karenni State

noted that the military carried out a previous airstrike

in the Mawchi region on January 30, killing one civilian

and injuring five others. Separately, the Karenni

Human Rights Group (KnHRG) reported on February 4

that three civilians were killed and six others, including

a child, were injured in junta airstrikes and mortar fire.

[Mizzima 2]

Myanmar: Resistance forces inflict heavy

losses on junta troops in Chin and Kachin

State clashes

(dql) Resistance groups across western and northern

Myanmar have reported major battlefield gains in

separate confrontations with military forces.

Junta troops losses in Chin State clashes

Resistance forces in Falam Township of western Chin

State inflicted significant losses on junta troops during

clashes on February 3, with at least 36 soldiers

reportedly killed, including a major, and 33 weapons

and over 5,000 rounds of ammunition seized. The

attack targeted a camp that had been reinforced with

about 300 personnel from the neighboring Sagaing

Region.
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After overrunning the position and collecting bodies

and equipment, the resistance fighters withdrew to

avoid exposure to drone surveillance and aerial strikes.

No fatalities were reported among the resistance

fighters, though several were wounded.

Revolutionary sources claim that overall junta

casualties in the area may be even higher amid

ongoing confrontations. [Mizzima 1]

Heavy fighting in Kachin State leaves dozens of junta

troops dead

Separately, intense clashes between the military and

allied resistance forces from the Kachin Independence

Army (KIA) and People’s Defence Forces (PDF) erupted

in Hpakant Township in northern Kachin State, around

February 2.

In the fighting, at least 35 junta soldiers were reported

killed, while several others surrendered with weapons

to the resistance.

Local residents also reported civilian harm, including

the death of a 13-year-old boy and injuries to others

from artillery and mortar fire during the

confrontations. [Mizzima 2]

Myanmar: Shan civil groups urge ethnic

armed group to release villagers held over

anti-mining protest

(dql/su) Eleven civil society organizations in Shan state

have publicly called on the ethnic armed organization

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA),

also known as the Kokang Army, to free nine civilians

detained in late January following protests against

plans to grant Chinese companies rights to mine gold

in the Man Sel area of Lashio Township.

The detainees were among a group of villagers who

opposed the mining proposal. While 27 were released

shortly after arrest, the remaining nine are reported to

still be held and have allegedly suffered injuries.

The group of civil society organizations is also

demanding an end to forced land seizures for mining,

cessation of intimidation and violence against civilians,

accountability and compensation for those affected,

and steps to safeguard peaceful coexistence in the

region. [Mizzima]

The MNDAA operates mainly in northern Shan State,

particularly in the Kokang region near the China–
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Myanmar border.

Myanmar: Junta tightens travel

restrictions on Arakan national

registration card holders

(anl) Since late January, the military junta has

reimposed strict travel restrictions on holders of

national registration cards (NRCs) issued to residents

of Arakan (Rakhine) State, following military setbacks

against the Arakan Army (AA).

Under new restrictions, bus operators in Yangon,

Mandalay, and Ayeyarwady reportedly now sell tickets

to Arakan passengers only if they present valid NRCs

and recommendation letters from local police and

ward administrators. This resulted intensified

inspections, with some buses prevented from

departing if passengers lack the required documents,

and operators facing threats or extortion.

Critics say the measures violate freedom of movement

and disproportionately target Arakan civilians, warning

that such discrimination could further fuel resentment

and resistance. [BNI]

Myanmar: General Yawd Serk calls for

federal army on 79th Shan National Day

(anl) On 7 February, marking the 79th Shan National

Day, General Yawd Serk, Chairman of the Restoration

Council of Shan State/Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA),

called for the establishment of a Federal Army to

ensure national security.

The general attributed Myanmar’s ongoing instability

to the “ego, pride, and greed” of a single leader, stating

that acting according to personal will rather than

public desire has led to the current turmoil.

He outlined four key recommendations: that modern

and ethnic leaders learn from past mistakes and

prepare for the future by recognizing their own errors

rather than blaming others; that mutual trust be built

through the implementation of the 1947 Panglong

Agreement and its commitments; that solutions be

sought through face-to-face dialogue for mutual

benefit instead of oppression or attempts to defeat

one another; and that a Federal Army be established to

ensure national security.
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The RCSS chairman said these recommendations were

intended to help resolve the problems facing the

Union of Myanmar and to guide both leaders and the

public in thinking about future national development.

General Yawd Serk concluded that the current

conditions are the result of a single leader’s ego, pride,

and greed, acting against the public’s will, and the

failure to follow the 1947 Panglong Agreement.

In a separate message marking the 79th Shan State

Day, Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing called on

ethnic armed organizations and groups he labelled as

“terrorist” in Shan State to recognise the country’s

actual needs, abandon armed struggle and violence,

and join peace talks through dialogue. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Government repatriates 267

nationals from Cambodia linked to online

scam operations

(su) Myanmar repatriated 267 nationals from

Cambodia on February 6 in the fourth phase of a

government return program, bringing the total

number of returnees to 996, according to official

sources. The individuals had reportedly been involved,

for various reasons, in online scam and gambling

operations in Cambodia.[Eleven Myanmar]

Philippines: Duterte hit with third

impeachment complaint

(ab) Vice President Sara Duterte is facing another

impeachment complaint after members of clergy and

lawyers from the Integrated Bar of the Philippines filed

a third complaint to the House of Representatives. The

98-page complaint was filed with an endorsement of

House member Leila de Lima, a Mamamayang Liberal

Party-list representative. In December 2024, the same

group filed a similar impeachment case against

Duterte, which was later dismissed by the Supreme

Court.

Duterte is accused of misusing confidential funds

allocated to the Office of the Vice President from 2022

to 2023 and funds allocated for the Department of

Education when she served as the agency’s Secretary

in 2023. According to the complaint filed, Duterte

allegedly misused over USD 8.5 million during her time

as mayor and Secretary of the Education Department,

culpable for violation of the Constitution, betrayal of
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public trust, and high crimes. While most of the

offenses cited mirror those in previous complaints, this

complaint revived allegations that Duterte contracted

to assassinate high-ranking government officials,

including President Marcos. The latest filing also

includes a potential testimony of Ramil Madriaga,

Duterte’s former aide and alleged bagman.

In his affidavit, Madriaga accused Duterte of using

financial funds received from drug traffickers and

Philippine offshore gaming operators to streamline her

2022 vice presidential campaign. Raymund Palad,

Madriaga’s attorney, has said that his client is ready

and willing to appear in the impeachment proceedings

before Congress, the Senate, or the Office of the

Ombudsman as soon as summons are issued. For

Madriaga’s safety, his attorney has planned to request

the Witness Protection Program (WPP), citing an

alleged bounty on his life inside detention following

the execution of his affidavit. Madriaga was held in

detention after his arrest for kidnapping.

Several lawmakers have described this testimony as

crucial to Duterte’s impeachment case, including

Representative Terry Ridon, chairman of the House

committee on public accounts. Ridon said that

Madriaga’s testimony could help identify individuals

allegedly linked to Duterte’s misuse of confidential

funds. Since the Supreme Court denied the House’s

motion for reconsideration to appeal the case on

January 29, lawmakers have increasingly emphasized

the importance of witness testimonies in naming

recipients of Duterte’s confidential funds, including

infamous aliases such as Mary Grace Piattos, to

advance the impeachment proceedings. [Inquirer.net]

[Cebu Daily News] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Investigative panel revisits

scope of accountability in flood control

probe of President Marcos

(ms) The Philippine Senate’s Blue Ribbon Committee, a

powerful investigative body that examines allegations

of corruption and misuse of public funds, is

reassessing the scope of responsibility in its inquiry

into disputed flood control projects, including whether

the role of PresidentFerdinand Marcos Jr. merits

further review.

Senate leaders stressed that the process remains

ongoing and does not reflect new evidence. So far,

lawmakers say they have found no direct proof linking

the President to bribery or project-level misconduct.

Still, the committee is revisiting how accountability

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jlj/


should be defined within the country’s budget and

infrastructure system.

A key issue is the President’s role in public spending.

Under Philippine law, the executive signs the national

budget after it has been drafted and approved by

Congress, but does not design or allocate individual

projects. This distinction was central to the House of

Representatives’ earlier decision to dismiss

impeachment complaints against Marcos, citing

insufficient legal basis.

The Blue Ribbon Committee is now considering

amendments to its draft report to address concerns

from other senators and secure enough support for

formal debate in the Senate. While recommendations

to pursue charges against several lawmakers allegedly

linked to the scheme are expected to remain, other

figures may be placed under further review rather than

facing immediate legal action.

Senators cautioned that without sufficient backing, the

report may fail to advance, potentially prolonging the

investigation through additional hearings.

Beyond individual cases, the inquiry has reopened

wider discussions about oversight in large

infrastructure programs, safeguards against

corruption, and how responsibility is shared between

political institutions. Observers say the outcome could

influence both legal accountability and future reforms

in how flood control projects are planned and funded.

[DZRH] [GMA Network] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Up to 60 contractors linked to

anomalous flood control projects to

blacklisted

(ab) Up to 60 contractors are expected to be barred

from doing business with the government over their

alleged involvement in anomalous flood control

projects. The Malacañang Palace spokesperson Claire

Castro said during the press briefing that the

Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH)

plans to blacklist several contractors from bidding on

any of the Department’s infrastructure projects. Castro

further inserted that the Philippine Contractors

Accreditation Board (PCAB) is in the process of

blacklisting 16 contractors and revoking four licenses.

Under Republic Act No. 4566, the PCAB is authorized to

issue licenses to contractors seeking to participate in

the bidding of government projects, including those

under the DPWH.
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Since September 2025, around nine contractors have

had their licenses revoked by the PCAB after allegedly

involved in the controversial subsided flood control

projects, which resulted in the loss of over USD 500

million worth of government flood projects. In addition

to license loss, these firms were also removed from the

government’s electronic procurement registry system,

essentially barring them from participating in any

future biddings. Two separate firms were also faced

with the “perpetual blacklisting” from bidding on

DPWH projects over their alleged involvement in the

flood control projects. However, their licenses have yet

to be revoked by the PCAB.  

The high tension of the flood control project

controversy has prompted the Department of Budget

and Management to strictly implement the New

Government Procurement Act of 2024, which impose a

lifetime disqualification on contractors, suppliers, and

consultants who have committed at least three

violations of the procurement regulations.

Despite the controversy, President Ferdinand Marcos

Jr. has assured the public that the infrastructure

development will continue and issued the order to

immediately release payments to contractors “of good

standing.” He urged contractors who have delivered

their projects properly and transparently to proceed

with their work, emphasizing that continued

infrastructure development is essential to boosting the

country’s economy. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Supreme Court decision to

allow same-sex couples to co-own a

property

(ab) The Supreme Court of the Philippines have ruled

that same-sex couples who live together can be

considered co-owners of property acquired during

their relationship, provided there is proof of actual

contribution. Reversing the ruling of the Court of

Appeals and the Regional Trial court, the Supreme

Court recognized same-sex couples to be governed

under Article 148 of the Family Code, granting the

petitioner a 50 percent co-ownership share.

Article 148 provides that properties acquired during

the cohabitation may be considered common property

of a couple if there is evidence that the property was

acquired through the couple’s actual joint contribution.

While same-sex marriage is not recognized in the

Philippines, the Court cited that Article 148 is “broad

enough to cover same-sex cohabitation and should not

be limited to heterosexual relationships.”
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The case involves a same-sex couple who lived

together in 2005 and acquired a house and a lot in

Quezon City. The couple agreed to register the

property solely in the name of the complainant to

facilitate financial transactions. Following their

separation, both parties agreed to sell the properties

and divide the proceeds equally, with the complainant

signing an acknowledgment that the petitioner had

contributed about 50 percent of the purchase price

and related expenses. The complainant, however, later

refused to recognize the petitioner as a co-owner and

denied the petitioner any share of the property.

The Regional Trial Court found the case for lack of

proof of contribution, ultimately denying the co-

ownership authority to the petitioner. The Regional

Trial Court even furthered issued the petitioner to pay

for damages. On appeal, the Court of Appeals upheld

the Regional Trial Court’s decision but reversed the

award of damages. The petitioner further elevated the

case to the Supreme Court, which overturned the

decisions of lower courts.

In the latest ruling, the Supreme Court asserted that it

does not have sole jurisdiction to assure the freedom

and rights of homosexual couples, describing that

Congress and other government agencies must be

involved in addressing and implementing policies to

address the rights of same-sex couples.  [Manila

Bulletin]

Philippines: Inflation rises to 2.0 percent

in January 2026 as housing, utilities push

prices higher

(ms) Inflation in the Philippines accelerated to 2.0

percent in January 2026, marking a second straight

month of rising prices, data from the Philippine

Statistics Authority (PSA) showed on February 5.

The January figure was up from 1.8 percent in

December 2025, reflecting faster price increases in

several key spending categories, particularly housing

and utilities. According to the PSA, inflation for

housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels climbed

to 3.3 percent in January from 2.5 percent a month

earlier, making it the largest contributor to the overall

uptick.

Prices for restaurants and accommodation services

also rose more sharply, with inflation in the sector

accelerating to 4.0 percent from 2.4 percent in

December. Other commodity groups that posted faster

price increases included clothing and footwear,
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furnishings and household maintenance, health,

information and communication, recreation and

culture, and personal care and miscellaneous goods

and services.

These increases were partly offset by slower inflation

in food and non-alcoholic beverages, which eased to

1.1 percent from 1.4 percent, as well as in alcoholic

beverages and tobacco, education services, and some

other categories.

Food inflation specifically slowed to 0.7 percent in

January from 1.2 percent in December, driven by a

sharp deceleration in vegetable prices and softer

inflation for meat, fish, corn, oils and fats. Rice prices

remained in negative territory, with rice inflation at -8.5

percent, though this was less steep than the -12.3

percent recorded the previous month.

Despite the moderation in food prices, the PSA noted

that some food items continued to see faster

increases, including flour and bakery products, dairy

and eggs, fruits and nuts, and ready-made food.

Core inflation, which strips out volatile food and energy

items, stood at 2.8 percent in January, suggesting

underlying price pressures remain present even as

headline inflation stays within relatively moderate

levels.

While inflation remains within manageable levels, its

impact is felt unevenly across the economy,

particularly among workers in the informal sector.

Street vendors, small-scale retailers and daily-wage

earners—who make up a large share of the workforce

—often lack fixed incomes, wage protections or social

safety nets, leaving them more exposed to rising costs

of housing, utilities and basic services. Analysts say this

helps explain why inflation can feel higher for many

households than what official figures suggest, even as

food price pressures ease. [Business World] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Entire police unit relieved

amid probe into alleged recruitment

abuses

(ms) The Philippine National Police has relieved an

entire police unit in the Bangsamoro Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao as it investigates

allegations of abusive practices involving newly

graduated recruits.

Authorities said the move is a precautionary step to

protect the integrity of the inquiry and does not pre-
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judge individual responsibility. Complaints from

recruits prompted medical checks and a wider review

of conduct during the transition from training to field

deployment.

The case has highlighted broader issues of command

responsibility, internal discipline and oversight within

uniformed services. Police officials said laws

prohibiting hazing and related abuses will guide both

criminal and administrative proceedings.

Beyond the immediate investigation, the episode has

renewed attention on the need for clearer safeguards

and stricter enforcement of professional standards

during recruitment and training, particularly in

sensitive regions. [Inquirer] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Navy signed MOU to enhance

protection system over Tubbataha Reefs

(ab) The Western Naval Command (WNC) has signed a

memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the

Tubbataha Management Office to enhance maritime

security and environmental conservation efforts in the

Sulu Sea.

The MOU brings around an establishment of a Naval

Monitoring Detachment at Tubbataha Reefs Natural

Park, aiming to facilitate inter-agency patrols between

the WNC and agencies such as the Coast Guard and

the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. The

new monitoring station will also provide real-time

naval support and surveillance for illegal fishing,

poaching, or other activities.

The Philippine Navy in the West Philippine Sea

explained that the cooperation between WNC and the

Tubbataha Management Office is primarily focused on

environmental protection, with a territorial and

maritime defense as a secondary focus. [Inquirer.net]

Singapore: Optimistic 2026 growth

outlook as global demand and technology

investment strengthen

(ms) Singapore has upgraded its economic growth

outlook for 2026, citing stronger-than-expected global

conditions and continued momentum in technology-

related industries, particularly those linked to artificial

intelligence infrastructure.
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The Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) said on

February 10 it now expects gross domestic product to

expand between 2 and 4 percent in 2026, up from a

previous forecast range of 1 to 3 percent. The revision

follows a robust performance in 2025, when the

economy grew by 5 percent, exceeding the

government’s earlier estimate of 4.8 percent.

Officials said the improved outlook reflects resilient

global growth, supported by expansionary fiscal

policies in several major economies and sustained

investment in artificial intelligence and high-

performance computing. These trends have benefited

Singapore’s export-oriented manufacturing base,

particularly electronics and advanced precision

engineering, as well as related services.

Economic momentum toward the end of last year also

played a role. In the fourth quarter of 2025,

Singapore’s economy expanded by 6.9 percent year on

year, outperforming both official advance estimates

and market expectations. MTI said the stronger

carryover from late 2025 is likely to support activity

into the current year.

Despite the brighter growth picture, authorities struck

a cautious tone on inflation and monetary policy. The

central bank reiterated that policy decisions would

remain data-dependent, noting ongoing uncertainty in

global trade and financial conditions. Inflation is still

expected to moderate within the 1 to 2 percent range

this year.

The upgraded growth outlook comes alongside signs

of improving household incomes. Data released by the

Singapore Department of Statistics showed that

median monthly household income rose to S$12,446

(USD 9,250) in 2025, an increase of 6.8 percent after

adjusting for inflation. After accounting for household

size, median income per household member grew by

7.5 percent in real terms. The figures reflect both

higher employment earnings and a broader

contribution from non-work income sources such as

investments, rental income and retirement payouts,

following a change in methodology to include “market

income.” Officials said the data point to broadly shared

income gains, with real wage growth strongest among

lower-income households, even as policymakers

caution that sustaining such trends will depend on

continued productivity growth and economic

resilience. [Bloomberg] [Channel NewsAsia] [Ministry

of Trade and Industry, Singapore]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jrt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jrd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jrd/


Singapore: Government to establish

national space agency to coordinate space

activities

(ms) Singapore will establish a national space agency in

April 2026 as part of efforts to coordinate space-

related activities and support the development of a

domestic space sector, the government has

announced.

The National Space Agency of Singapore will be

launched on April 1 and placed under the Ministry of

Trade and Industry. It will assume and expand the

functions of the Office for Space Technology &

Industry, which currently operates within the Economic

Development Board.

According to government officials, the new agency will

be responsible for coordinating national space policy,

supporting research and development, and facilitating

collaboration between public agencies, research

institutions, and private companies. It will also manage

international partnerships related to space technology

and services.

The agency is expected to set up a multi-agency

operations center to provide satellite tasking and

geospatial data services to government users. These

services may be applied in areas such as transport

planning, environmental monitoring, urban

development, and maritime management. Officials

also said the agency will oversee the development of

space situational awareness capabilities to monitor

and manage risks in orbit.

Singapore has gradually expanded its involvement in

space activities over several decades, including the

launch of its first communications satellite in 1998 and

its first locally built satellite in 2011. More than 30

satellites have been developed or launched with the

involvement of government agencies, universities, and

industry partners.

Since 2022, the government has allocated more than

SGD 200 million (about USD 157 million) to support

space research and technology development. Current

policy statements indicate that future funding will

continue to focus on applied research, satellite-based

services, and regulatory frameworks intended to

support commercial activity while addressing safety

and sustainability concerns. [Reuters]
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Singapore: First F-35 Fighters set to enter

service in 2026

(ms) Singapore is expected to receive its first F-35

fighter jets later this year, marking a major milestone

in the modernization of the Republic of Singapore Air

Force (RSAF) and reinforcing the city-state’s position as

Southeast Asia’s most capable air power.

The initial delivery will include four F-35B short take-off

and vertical-landing aircraft, ordered in 2019.

According to Lockheed Martin, the jets will initially

operate from Ebbing Air National Guard Base in the

United States, before being deployed to Singapore’s

Tengah Air Base around 2029, once infrastructure

upgrades are completed.

Singapore has ordered a total of 20 F-35s across two

variants. In addition to the eight F-35Bs now on order,

the government approved the purchase of eight F-35A

conventional take-off and landing fighters in 2024, with

deliveries expected by 2030. The mix is intended to

balance operational flexibility with range and payload,

enhancing both regional reach and survivability.

Major General Kelvin Fan, Chief of Air Force, has said

the two variants will play complementary roles, with

the F-35A providing endurance and sustained strike

capability, while the F-35B offers operational agility

from shorter or dispersed runways.

The acquisition places Singapore among a small group

of Asia-Pacific operators of the fifth-generation fighter.

Australia currently fields 72 F-35As, while Japan is

expanding its fleet toward a combined total of 147

aircraft across A and B variants. South Korea has taken

delivery of 40 F-35As and has additional jets on order.

With the addition of the F-35, alongside its existing

fleet of F-15SGs and upgraded F-16s, the Republic of

Singapore Air Force is set to maintain a clear

qualitative edge in regional air combat capabilities,

even as advanced fighter deployments expand across

the Asia-Pacific. [Defense News]

Singapore: Army Signs Deal for Locally

Built Titan 8x8 Infantry Fighting Vehicle

(ms) Singapore has signed a new contract with ST

Engineering to procure the Titan 8x8 infantry fighting

vehicle, marking another step in the modernization of

the city-state’s land forces and underscoring its

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jrk/


emphasis on domestically developed defense

platforms.

The deal, announced in late January, will see the

Singapore Army adopt the Titan 8x8, which is derived

from ST Engineering’s Terrex s5 armored vehicle. While

the contract value was not disclosed, deliveries are

scheduled to begin in 2028, according to information

released during the Singapore Airshow.

Developed in cooperation with the Ministry of Defence

and the Defence Science and Technology Agency, the

Titan will be customized with additional capabilities

tailored to Singapore’s operational requirements. The

Defence Ministry said the vehicle will feature enhanced

firepower, including a 30-millimeter cannon mounted

on a remote-controlled weapon station, as well as

advanced digital and command-and-control systems.

[Defense News]

Thailand: Acting prime minister’s party

wins dominant landslide, consolidates

conservative majority

(bk) Thailand’s February 8 general election delivered a

decisive shift in the country’s political balance, with the

Bhumjaithai Party, led by caretaker prime minister

Anutin Charnvirakul, emerging as the clear winner and

frontrunner to form the next government. Based on

unofficial results as of February 9, Bhumjaithai secured

about 194 seats in the 500-member House of

Representatives, including roughly 175 constituency

and 19 party-list seats. While short of an outright

majority, the scale of the victory gives the party a

strong negotiating position and multiple viable paths

to assemble a stable coalition. Voter turnout was 64

percent, significantly lower than in the previous

election. [Thai PBS]

The reformist People’s Party, which emerged after the

dissolution of the Move Forward Party, finished second

with roughly 116 to 118 seats. This represented a clear

setback compared with its predecessor’s breakthrough

performance in the 2023 general election, when Move

Forward won the largest number of seats nationwide

and dominated the party-list vote, but was ultimately

blocked from forming a government. This year, the

People’s Party retained and even deepened its urban

base—most notably by sweeping all 33 Bangkok

constituencies—but again failed to translate

metropolitan strength into nationwide reach.

Additionally, the party showed early signs of internal

fallout after the result. Its secretary-general resigned,
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citing underperformance and losses in several

constituencies despite the party’s sweep of Bangkok.

He said the leadership change was intended to allow

“new ideas” and organizational renewal rather than

signal collapse, and the party confirmed it would move

into opposition while preparing for possible legal risks

facing several of its lawmakers in the ongoing ethics

case linked to the proposed amendment of Section

112 [see article below]. [Bangkok Post 1]

Pheu Thai, historically Thailand’s most successful

electoral machine and closely associated with the

Shinawatra family, recorded its weakest showing in

years with around 74 to 76 seats, barely half of its

previous tally. Most symbolically, the party lost every

constituency in Chiang Mai, long considered its political

heartland. The result underscores declining voter

confidence following internal leadership turmoil, the

removal of former prime minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra – Thaksin’s daughter - by the Constitutional

Court in August 2025, and perceptions that the party

failed to manage last year’s border crisis effectively.

While Pheu Thai has not ruled out coalition

participation, its leverage is now clearly limited.

[Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3] [The Nation 1]

The Klatham Party, meanwhile, emerged as the

principal mid-sized player with approximately 57 to 58

seats, largely from rural constituencies, and is widely

expected to join a Bhumjaithai-led coalition. Together,

the two parties alone would approach or exceed 250

seats. With the addition of several small parties, a

working majority of roughly 270 to 290 seats appears

feasible, enabling a comparatively durable

administration. Bhumjaithai and potential partners

have largely signaled “wait for certification” discipline,

with Anutin publicly declining to pre-allocate cabinet

portfolios until results are formalized. [Bangkok Post 4]

[Bangkok Post 5]

Parallel to the election, voters endorsed a referendum

calling for the drafting of a new constitution by a

margin of roughly two to one. Anutin has pledged to

proceed with the amendment process while explicitly

protecting core provisions related to the monarchy

and the existing political order. Analysts note that,

even under optimistic timelines, the multi-stage

parliamentary and referendum process could take at

least two and a half years to complete. [Bangkok Post

7] [Bangkok Post 8]

In the short run, Thailand is likely to get a more

coherent governing coalition than in recent cycles, with

Anutin’s Bhumjaithai positioned to set the policy

agenda and manage parliamentary scheduling more

predictably—an outcome many investors and external
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counterparts typically read as “stability-first.”

Substantively, however, the center of gravity is likely to

be incrementalism rather than structural reform:

economic policy is expected to lean on cost-of-living

relief and targeted stimulus, while institutional reform

will be tightly constrained. On foreign policy, most

analysis expects continuity in Thailand’s pragmatic

balancing between the United States and China, with

heightened sensitivity around sovereignty and border

issues after the Cambodia conflict. [The Straits Times]

[The Nation 2]

Thailand: Anti-corruption body targets 44

reformist politicians over royal

defamation amendment push

(bk) On February 9, one day after the general election,

the National Anti-Corruption Commission ruled that 44

former lawmakers from the dissolved Move Forward

Party, now largely aligned with the People’s Party,

committed a serious ethics violation by sponsoring

draft legislation in 2023 to amend Section 112 of the

Criminal Code, Thailand’s lèse-majesté law. Section 112

criminalizes insults to the monarchy and carries prison

sentences of up to 15 years per offense.

The commission unanimously concluded that the

proposed amendment sought to weaken constitutional

protections for the monarchy and failed to uphold

Thailand’s constitutional order, which defines the

country as a democratic system with the King as head

of state. It ruled that this amounted to a grave breach

of ethical standards under the constitution and the

Organic Act on Anti-Corruption, and ordered the case

forwarded to the Supreme Court for adjudication

within 30 days. If the court upholds the finding,

affected politicians could lose their parliamentary

status and face long-term or lifetime bans from

political office, along with the loss of voting rights.

Of the 44 individuals cited, 12 are current People’s

Party candidates, and unofficial results indicate that 10

of them—eight party-list and two constituency

candidates—won seats in the February 8 election. A

guilty ruling would therefore immediately vacate those

seats and could require replacements or by-elections.

The decision extends a pattern of judicial and quasi-

judicial action constraining reformist parties, following

the 2024 dissolution of Move Forward and earlier

rulings that blocked its leadership from executive

office, and underscores the continued legal sensitivity

surrounding any attempt to amend Section 112.

[Bangkok Post] [The Nation] [The Straits Times]
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Thailand: Opposition files election

complaint days before polls over alleged

caretaker-linked interference

(bk) Days before the February 8 general election, the

Pheu Thai Party filed a formal complaint with the

Election Commission of Thailand, alleging possible

election interference linked to a politician associated

with the Bhumjaithai Party, which leads the outgoing

coalition and the caretaker government.

The complaint centers on a leaked audio recording,

secretly made in December by a former local councillor

in Kanchanaburi province, that allegedly captures a

conversation with a Bhumjaithai candidate who is also

serving as acting deputy interior minister. In the

recording, the speaker purportedly states that

Bhumjaithai is certain to form the next government

and suggests that if a Pheu Thai candidate wins the

constituency, the area may not receive budget

allocations. He also reportedly references instructions

from caretaker prime minister Anutin Charnvirakul and

a senior party powerbroker, and alludes to behind-the-

scenes influence over Interior Ministry appointments,

policing coordination, and local spending.

Pheu Thai argues that such statements could

constitute voter intimidation, unlawful inducement, or

misuse of state authority, thereby undermining the

fairness of the vote. The party submitted the audio and

supporting testimony to the commission and

requested an investigation and possible sanctions.

Under Thai election law, confirmed violations can lead

to disqualification, criminal liability, and long-term

bans from political office. The accused politician denies

the claims, says the recording may be fabricated or

artificially generated, and has filed a police complaint

against those who circulated it. [Thai Enquirer]

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Election Commission reviews

opposition party’s ‘nine new millionaires a

day’ pledge

(msz) In the days leading up to the February 8 general

election, the Election Commission of Thailand began

reviewing a high-profile campaign pledge by the Pheu

Thai Party that promised to create “nine new

millionaires a day,” assessing whether the proposal

complies with legal requirements on policy disclosure

and fiscal transparency during election campaigning.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-jji/


Under Section 57 of the Organic Act on Political Parties

(2017), parties must submit detailed documentation

for any policy used in campaign messaging, including

estimated budgets, funding sources, expected

benefits, cost-effectiveness, and potential risks. The

commission may order revisions or clarifications if

disclosures are incomplete or unclear. Parties were

required to submit these materials by January 18.

Non-compliance can trigger penalties under Section

121, including fines of up to THB 500,000

(approximately USD 14,500), plus THB 10,000

(approximately USD 290) per day for continuing

violations. [The Nation]

Thailand: Court dismisses challenge to

Bhumjaithai–People’s Party coalition

agreement

(msz) Days before the February 8 election, Thailand’s

Constitutional Court rejected a petition seeking to

invalidate a pre-government memorandum of

agreement between the Bhumjaithai Party—which

leads the current caretaker administration—and the

main opposition People’s Party, ruling that the

petitioner lacked legal standing. Judges characterized

the filing as a general political objection rather than a

legally actionable harm.

The complaint argued that the pact, signed in

September 2025 before the formation of the

incumbent government, violated the constitution.

Under the agreement, People’s Party legislators

pledged to support Bhumjaithai leader Anutin

Charnvirakul for prime minister in order to break a

parliamentary deadlock, while Bhumjaithai agreed to

back constitutional amendment efforts. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Supreme Court disqualifies 59

candidates before February 8 election

(msz/lm) Thailand’s Supreme Court disqualified a total

of 59 parliamentary candidates ahead of the February

8 general election after petitions filed by the Election

Commission of Thailand.

The rulings cover both constituency and party-list

races, with the court upholding 59 out of 60 cases

brought by the commission; votes cast for disqualified

constituency candidates, including advance ballots, are

invalid, while party-list voting remains valid because
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parties submit a single ranked list rather than

individual candidacies. The EC warned that

enforcement may extend beyond candidates

themselves, noting that party leaders who certified

nominations could face legal action under the Political

Parties Act if they knowingly endorsed ineligible

individuals or acted in ways that undermined a free

and fair election. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

[Bangkok Post 3]

Several rulings clarified the legal basis for

disqualification. The court barred two candidates from

the Klatham Party over past criminal convictions: one

had a finalized theft conviction dating back to 1999,

while the other had served a prison sentence for

forestry-related offenses and remained within the ten-

year post-release ban that generally applies under Thai

election law. In both cases, the court upheld the EC’s

findings, voided any advance votes, and left open the

possibility of additional legal consequences for running

despite disqualification. Separately, the National Anti-

Corruption Commission found a different Klatham

Party candidate guilty of a serious ethics violation

related to gambling inside the parliament building.

[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Election Commission chief

apologizes after ‘don’t vote’ remark

sparks criticism

(msz) The secretary-general of Thailand’s Election

Commission of Thailand, Sawaeng Boonmee,

apologized after facing public backlash over comments

in a YouTube interview in which he said, “If you don’t

trust the commissioners, then don’t go to vote.” The

remark, made ahead of the February 8 general

election, was widely interpreted as discouraging

participation.

In a subsequent statement, he said the sentence had

been taken out of context and was intended as a

figurative warning to election staff about the

importance of maintaining public trust and avoiding

mistakes, especially after concerns surrounding

February 1 advance voting. He stressed that he did not

mean to question citizens’ right to vote and expressed

regret for the wording.

An academic from Chulalongkorn University argued

that recurring criticism of the commission reflects

structural weaknesses in the design of Thailand’s

independent oversight bodies rather than individual

conduct, and called for broader constitutional reform.

[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Anti-corruption petition targets

ex-transport minister over private jet

asset declaration

(lm) A political activist has petitioned the National Anti-

Corruption Commission to investigate whether Suriya

Jungrungreangkit, a senior figure in the opposition

Pheu Thai Party and former transport minister,

understated the value and liabilities of a jointly owned

private aircraft or improperly received benefits above

legal limits.

The complaint concerns a 2014 Gulfstream G550

imported at THB 862.19 million (USD 25 million), with

value-added tax of THB 60.35 million (USD 1.75

million), while his asset declarations in 2024 and 2025

listed only a THB 30 million (USD 0.87 million) deposit

share. The petitioner argues the declared amount

should have included VAT—implying a THB 32.1 million

(USD 0.93 million) share and a potential

understatement of THB 2.1 million (USD 0.06 million)—

or, if VAT was covered by another party, that this could

constitute an unlawful benefit. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former protest leaders

sentenced to five years for terrorism-

related support linked to 2010 unrest

(lm) Thailand’s Criminal Court sentenced two former

leaders of the United Front for Democracy against

Dictatorship (UDD) the so-called “red-shirt” movement

historically aligned with former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra, to five years’ imprisonment each for

supporting terrorism, ruling that they provided

financial and logistical assistance linked to alleged

weapons training after the 2010 political crisis.

The case stems from the 2010 UDD mass protests in

Bangkok between March and May of that year, which

demanded the resignation of the then-government of

Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and ended in a military

crackdown that left more than 90 people dead, led to

the declaration of emergency powers, and triggered a

wave of long-running security and terrorism cases

against protest figures.

The case relates to claims that, following the dispersal

of demonstrations, the defendants traveled to

Cambodia to assist preparations for armed activities,

though the court found no evidence of direct

recruitment. They were convicted under terrorism
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provisions of the Criminal Code but acquitted of royal

defamation due to insufficient and inconsistent

evidence. Both have requested bail pending appeal.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Business groups urge parties to

prioritize economic management over

coalition bargaining

(lm) Thailand’s leading business umbrella, the Joint

Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and

Banking—which brings together the Federation of Thai

Industries, the Thai Chamber of Commerce, and the

banking sector—has urged political parties to appoint

an “economic dream team” based on expertise rather

than coalition quota deals as they negotiate the

formation of a new government after the February 8

election.

Business leaders warned that prolonged bargaining

and politically driven ministerial appointments could

worsen already weak growth. Their 2026 outlook

projects gross domestic product expansion of only 1.6

to 2 percent, exports contracting by 0.5 to 1.5 percent,

and very low inflation between minus 0.2 and 0.7

percent. Growth below 2 percent would be among the

weakest in three decades outside crisis years. External

risks cited include intensifying geoeconomic conflict,

trade restrictions, and possible United States tariffs on

at least nine Thai products. Semiconductor exports—

valued at more than USD 45 billion and accounting for

about 63 percent of Thai shipments to the United

States—were flagged as particularly exposed.

The group also cautioned that delays in forming a

cabinet could slow budget disbursement, with roughly

THB 170 billion (about USD 4.9 billion) in planned fiscal

injections at risk if spending approvals stall. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Oil and gas exploration set to

expand after election

(lm) Thailand’s Department of Mineral Fuels (DMF), the

state agency overseeing upstream energy, plans to

accelerate new oil and gas exploration and production

projects once a post-election government is formed,

aiming to attract multi-billion-baht investment and

extend domestic energy security.
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The agency will seek cabinet approval to sign contracts

from the 25th licensing round covering nine onshore

blocks with expected investment of THB 2.5 billion

(USD 72.5 million), and to launch a 26th round in the

Andaman Sea, where each block could draw THB 300

million–THB 1.2 billion (USD 8.7 million–USD 34.8

million). It also proposes extending production at

blocks A18-01 and B17-01 in the Malaysia–Thailand

Joint Development Area with more than USD 8 billion

in additional investment and a 10-year term, alongside

previously approved extensions for the Bua Luang and

Pailin offshore fields.

If approved, officials estimate Thailand’s petroleum

reserve life could rise from about eight years to more

than ten years. Domestic oil and gas currently supply

roughly 30 percent of national energy demand,

equivalent to around 2 million barrels of oil equivalent

per day, with the remainder covered largely by

imports, including liquefied natural gas. The DMF is

also preparing amendments to the Petroleum Act,

arguing that current limits on license renewals have

delayed projects and increased reliance on costly

imports. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government uses Oil Fuel Fund

to cap diesel and cooking gas prices amid

global oil volatility

(bk) Thailand’s Energy Ministry said it will continue

using the Oil Fuel Fund - a state price-stabilization

mechanism that smooths retail fuel costs through

levies and subsidies - to cap diesel at no more than

THB 30 per liter (USD 0.87) despite rising global oil

prices linked to geopolitical tensions, aiming to limit

knock-on effects on transport, goods, and household

expenses.

According to the ministry, the fund’s balance has

improved from a deficit of THB 14.7 billion (USD 426.3

million) in October 2025 to a surplus of about THB 1

billion (USD 29 million) as of February 5, reflecting

tighter management and targeted interventions rather

than broad subsidies. [The Nation]

Thailand: Bombs and insurgent threats

heighten security in deep south before

February 8 vote

(lm) Thai security forces heightened alerts across

Narathiwat and Pattani, part of the Muslim-majority
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southern border region affected by a long-running

separatist insurgency, after discovering coordinated

anti-government banners and multiple suspected

improvised explosive devices in the days before the

February 8 general election.

In Narathiwat, authorities reported 24 banners at 17

locations, with suspicious objects placed nearby in

what police assessed as an attempt to intimidate

officials and potentially lure responders into attacks;

Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams were deployed as

a precaution. Separately in Pattani, officers defused

two timer-fitted devices concealed in toilet tanks at the

provincial bus terminal, resembling earlier bombs

planted at state-owned fuel stations; the area was

evacuated and no casualties were reported, though an

officer had previously been injured handling a similar

device.

A Senate security panel attributed the incidents to the

Barisan Revolusi Nasional, which it said is moving

explosives and operatives into Pattani, Yala,

Narathiwat, and parts of Songkhla to stage symbolic

attacks and disrupt voting. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok

Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Timor-Leste: FAO signs host country

agreement and launches 2026–2030 food

security framework

(ms) The Food and Agriculture Organization of the

United Nations (FAO) and Timor-Leste have signed a

Host Country Agreement and launched the FAO

Country Programming Framework (CPF) for 2026–2030,

formalizing a new phase of cooperation on food

security, nutrition and agrifood systems development.

The agreement was signed in Dili on February 6 at the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. It provides

the legal basis for establishing a full-fledged FAO

Representation in Timor-Leste, strengthening the

agency’s long-term operational presence in the

country.

FAO Assistant Director-General and Regional

Representative for Asia and the Pacific Alue Dohong

said the agreement moves cooperation beyond

project-based assistance toward integrated,

investment-oriented approaches. He emphasized

priorities including food self-sufficiency, climate-

resilient agrifood systems, fisheries and aquaculture

development, and stronger value chains linking

production, markets and nutrition.
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Timor-Leste’s Foreign Minister Bendito dos Santos

Freitas described the agreement as a milestone that

deepens multilateral cooperation and aligns FAO

support with national development priorities.

Government officials said the framework would help

translate policy commitments into tangible outcomes

for farmers, fishers and rural communities.

The CPF 2026–2030 sets out FAO’s planned support

across sustainable agriculture, food safety, climate

resilience and inclusive agrifood investment. It is

aligned with Timor-Leste’s National Strategic

Development Plan, the UN Sustainable Development

Cooperation Framework and the Sustainable

Development Goals. [FAO]

Vietnam: Former Deputy Agriculture

Minister charged in USD 200,000 bribery

case

(hn) Vietnam’s Supreme People’s Procuracy has issued

an indictment against 23 defendants in a corruption

case involving the former Ministry of Agriculture and

Rural Development, Hoang Dan Investment and

Construction Co., and related agencies and local

authorities.

Hoàng Văn Thắng, former Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Rural Development, is charged with

accepting bribes. Prosecutors determined that he

received VND 4.54 billion (approximately USD 200,000)

in connection with the Bản Mồng Reservoir project in

Nghệ An Province. Several other former senior officials

and project management directors are also charged

with accepting bribes.

Nguyễn Văn Dân, Director of Hoang Dan Investment

and Construction Co., is accused of three crimes:

violating accounting regulations causing serious

consequences, violating bidding regulations causing

serious consequences, and giving bribes. According to

the indictment, Dân colluded with and paid bribes to

senior officials and project management leaders to

influence bidding outcomes, including obtaining

confidential bidding documents and price data before

tenders were officially released.

As a result of these violations, Hoang Dan and its

consortium partners won five bidding packages across

four projects: Krông Pách Thượng Reservoir, Bản Mồng

Reservoir, Bản Lải Reservoir, and Cách Tạng Reservoir.

Prosecutors concluded that the bidding violations

caused state losses exceeding VND 251 billion

(approximately USD 10 million), while total bribes paid
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amounted to more than VND 40 billion (around USD

1.6 million). [Vietnamfinance, in Vietnamese] [Dantri, in

Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Proposed tax framework for

crypto asset trading

(hn) Vietnam’s Ministry of Finance has proposed a draft

circular outlining tax policies for crypto asset

transactions, aligning them closely with the existing

framework for securities trading. Under the proposal,

individual investors trading crypto assets on licensed

platforms would be subject to a 0.1 per cent personal

income tax on transaction revenue, regardless of

residency status, while no value-added tax would be

applied to crypto transfers or trading.

For corporate investors based in Vietnam, corporate

income tax of 20 per cent would apply to profits from

crypto trading, calculated as selling price minus

purchase costs and related expenses. Foreign

corporate investors would be taxed at 0.1 per cent on

the transfer value.

The draft also defines crypto assets as digital assets

using encryption or digital technology for

authentication throughout their lifecycle. Việt Nam’s

crypto market has been officially piloted since

September 2025, with all crypto-related activities

required to be conducted in Vietnamese dong.

[Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: New trading rules ease foreign

investor access and align with FTSE

standards

(hn) The Ministry’s Circular 08/2026, effective February

3, introduces 16 new provisions that simplify trading

procedures for foreign investors, including allowing

orders to be placed via international brokers directly

with Vietnamese securities firms, eliminating the need

for separate local accounts and reducing costs for

large funds.

The reforms address requirements from FTSE Russell

and international investors, supporting Vietnam’s

planned inclusion in the FTSE Emerging Markets Index

by September 2026 and are expected to increase the

weighting of Vietnamese stocks in the index. The

circular also formalizes non-prefunding (NPF)

transactions, permitting trades without full upfront
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cash deposits, while establishing stricter monitoring

and penalties for payment violations.

Under the new rules, violations will be reported to

regulators but not publicly disclosed, with penalties

ranging from a seven-day suspension for first-time

breaches to up to 180 days for repeated violations.

Unlike previous regulations, the circular removes

restrictions on stocks eligible for NPF trading, enabling

more accurate index replication and aligning Vietnam’s

trading framework more closely with international

standards, thereby encouraging greater foreign

investor participation. [Tuoitrenews]

[Theedgesingapore]

Vietnam: Long-term expressway and

highway development plan to 2050

(hn) Vietnam plans to invest more than VND 3.2

quadrillion (USD 123 billion) to expand its expressway

network to nearly 9,000 km by 2050, under a long-term

infrastructure plan approved by the Ministry of

Construction. The blueprint aims to accommodate

rising traffic, urbanization, and freight demand over

the next three decades.

By 2050, the expressway system will comprise 43

routes totaling about 8,920km, centered on a dual

north–south corridor with an eastern coastal route and

a western inland route. Northern Vietnam will host 14

routes (2,242 km), while the central region and Central

Highlands will have 11 routes (1,353 km), and the

south a similar number covering 1,342km. Major cities

will also expand ring roads, with Hanoi operating three

and Ho Chi Minh City two by mid-century.

Beyond expressways, the national highway network is

projected to include 172 routes spanning over 28,600

km, anchored by National Highway 1 and the Ho Chi

Minh Road. The program is expected to require more

than 200,000 hectares of land and be financed through

a mix of state funds, bonds, official development

assistance and private investment.

Vietnam has already made rapid progress, with

3,803km of expressways in operation by the end of

2025, exceeding the previous target of 3,000 km.

[Vietnamnews] [Vnexpress]

Vietnam: National Champion Viettel

launches first Nvidia DGX B200 AI
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supercomputer

(hn) Viettel Group has launched Vietnam’s first Nvidia

DGX B200 supercomputer, now operating at its Hoa

Lac technical center in Hanoi. Run by Viettel AI, the

system is one of Nvidia’s most advanced AI computing

platforms, delivering up to 1.5 exaFLOPs of FP8

performance and built on Nvidia’s Blackwell GPU

architecture.

Viettel said the supercomputer enables the company

to build and operate large-scale AI infrastructure

within Vietnam, supporting the research, development,

and deployment of next-generation AI models that are

tailored to Vietnamese needs and compliant with local

regulations. According to Viettel AI Director Nguyen

Manh Quy, the platform will support AI applications for

Vietnamese users, businesses, and government digital

transformation initiatives. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: G42 leads USD1 billion data

center and cloud expansion

(hn) Abu Dhabi–based AI and cloud computing

company G42 is leading a project worth up to USD 1

billion to build three data centers and cloud services in

Vietnam, marking its expansion beyond the Gulf

region. The project is a partnership with FPT, Vietnam’s

major technology firm, and Viet Thai Group, under an

agreement signed in Ho Chi Minh City on Feb 9. While

the consortium committed to “consumption

commitments” of up to US$1 billion, details on

investment size, timeline, and computing capacity have

not been disclosed.

The move reflects a broader surge in AI-related digital

infrastructure investment across Southeast Asia,

where strong growth potential is attracting global

players. However, the region faces constraints on land

and power, and some projects have triggered political

and environmental concerns, as seen recently in

Malaysia.

FPT continues to play a central role in Vietnam’s AI

ambitions, despite external pressures such as US

tariffs. Its new partner, G42, is a key Middle Eastern AI

conglomerate backed by sovereign wealth funds and

Microsoft, with businesses spanning healthcare, cloud

computing, and smart infrastructure.

G42 is also the main developer behind OpenAI’s

Stargate data center project in the UAE and is actively

expanding into Africa and Asia. Although it previously

faced US political scrutiny over ties to Chinese firms
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like Huawei, G42 says it has divested from Chinese

assets and now supports the US push to export

American AI chips, software, and models to counter

China’s technological rise. [Businesstimes]

[Thenationalnews]
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Greece, France arrest suspects in separate

espionage cases linked to China

(mis/ms) Authorities in Greece and France have

arrested suspects in two separate espionage

investigations involving alleged links to China, in cases

that have drawn attention across Europe because of

their implications for military security, NATO-related

information, and the protection of sensitive

communications.

In Greece, defense authorities arrested a member of

the country’s armed forces on suspicion of leaking

classified military information. According to the

Hellenic National Defence General Staff, the suspect is

a 50-year-old air force officer based in the wider

Athens region. Officials said he is accused of collecting

and transmitting classified material, including

information related to Greece’s armed forces and

NATO, to third parties allegedly connected to China.

The arrest was carried out in the early hours of

February 5 inside a military facility following a months-

long investigation. Greek authorities said the probe

was launched after intelligence was shared by the

security service of an allied Western country. The

suspect was placed under close surveillance before his
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detention in an operation coordinated with Greece’s

intelligence services and other state agencies.

Investigators believe he used specialized classified

software to transfer confidential information and was

preparing to transmit additional sensitive material at

the time of his arrest.

Greek officials described the case as particularly

serious, noting that it could constitute classic

espionage if the allegations are confirmed. They

stressed that the investigation does not involve

neighboring Turkey, despite longstanding bilateral

tensions, but instead has broader implications for

Greece’s relations with NATO allies and the United

States. The suspect’s identity has not been made

public, and Greek authorities have not confirmed

reports that he confessed following his arrest. The case

remains under judicial investigation, and the defense

ministry said stripping the suspect of Greek nationality

is among the legal options under consideration if the

charges are upheld. [Reuters][South China Morning

Post]

In France, prosecutors in Paris have opened an

investigation into two Chinese citizens accused of

attempting to intercept sensitive government and

military communications using satellite equipment.

According to the public prosecutor’s office, police were

alerted after neighbors reported unusual activity at a

rented property in the Gironde region, near Bordeaux,

including the installation of a large satellite dish and

disruptions to local internet services.

French authorities said investigators believe the

equipment was used to illegally intercept satellite

downlinks, including communications involving military

entities. The suspects are being investigated for

offenses related to delivering information to a foreign

power or to entities under foreign control in a way that

could harm France’s fundamental interests, crimes that

carry potential prison sentences of up to 15 years. On

visa applications, the suspects reportedly stated that

they worked for a company specializing in satellite

networks and signal recognition technologies with links

to military-oriented research projects. The

investigation is ongoing, and French authorities have

not publicly identified any state sponsor.

Although Greek and French officials have said there is

no confirmed operational link between the two cases,

both investigations reflect growing concern among

European governments over espionage risks involving

military data, satellite communications, and dual-use

technologies. Security officials across the EU and NATO

have increasingly warned that intelligence collection

efforts may involve not only traditional espionage
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networks but also civilian infrastructure, academic

cooperation, and advanced communications

technology. There was no immediate response from

Chinese authorities to the allegations in either case.

[Politico]

Brazil signals shift toward Mercosur–

China trade talks amid changing global

landscape

(mis) Brazil is considering supporting a partial trade

agreement between the Mercosur bloc and China,

according to Brazilian officials.

For years, Brasília had effectively blocked formal

Mercosur–China negotiations, citing concerns that

Chinese industrial exports could overwhelm domestic

manufacturers. But senior Brazilian officials now say

the government of President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva is

reassessing that stance considering what a Brazilian

official described as a “new global scenario,” shaped in

part by successive waves of US tariffs that have

disrupted trade flows and encouraged diversification

of partnerships.

While a comprehensive free trade agreement remains

unlikely in the near term, officials said a limited or

partial deal covering selected tariff lines is increasingly

seen as a plausible outcome. Talks could also focus on

non-tariff barriers, including import quotas, customs

procedures and health and safety regulations, which

could ease access for Brazilian goods to the Chinese

market without fully opening sensitive industrial

sectors.

Momentum has been reinforced by a joint statement

issued on February 3 during Uruguayan President

Yamandú Orsi’s visit to Beijing, expressing hope that

Mercosur–China free trade negotiations could begin

“as soon as possible.” [Reuters]

However, significant hurdles remain. Any agreement

requires consensus among all members of Mercosur,

comprising Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay,

with Bolivia set to become a memeber soon. Paraguay

maintains formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan,

complicating engagement with Beijing, though its

government has indicated it does not oppose a bloc-

wide deal provided its Taiwan relationship is

respected. Argentina, under President Javier Milei, has

aligned more closely with Washington and may be

cautious about endorsing China-led trade initiatives

within Mercosur.
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Furthermore, this renewed openness comes only

weeks after the European Parliament effectively froze

ratification of the long-negotiated EU–Mercosur trade

deal by referring it to the EU’s top court, delaying

approval by up to two years [Politico]

Japan aligns with U.S. and EU to stabilize

critical mineral markets and reduce China

dependence

(dql) Japan is working with the United States and the

European Union (EU) on a new framework to introduce

minimum price mechanisms for critical minerals,

aiming to stabilize supply chains that are essential for

advanced manufacturing, energy transition

technologies, and national security. The initiative is

part of broader coordination among major market-

oriented economies to address price volatility and

supply disruptions that have undermined long-term

investment in mineral production and processing.

Within this framework, Japan is engaging with the U.S.

and the EU on a forthcoming memorandum of

understanding focused on supply chain security,

information-sharing on stockpiling, and closer

cooperation in mining, refining, and processing. While

the United States is also advancing a parallel action

plan with Mexico under the USMCA, Japan’s role

centers on shaping common trade rules and pricing

standards with like-minded partners. [CNBC]

[Euronews]

Mongolia, World Bank discuss expanded

cooperation on energy, infrastructure

reforms

(fs) First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Economy and Development of Mongolia Enkhbayar

Jadamba met with the World Bank’s Resident

Representative in Mongolia Tae Hyun Lee to discuss

cooperation on transmission line projects aimed at

strengthening the country’s energy security.

The discussions focused on advancing reforms in

strategic sectors such as energy, road transport, and

infrastructure. Jadamba highlighted the need to ease

congestion in the capital through major energy and

infrastructure projects implemented via public-private

partnerships, describing them as key drivers of

sustainable growth. He also emphasized attracting

private sector investment through sector liberalization
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and proposed using innovative financing instruments,

such as World Bank financial guarantees, to strengthen

investor confidence and share risks.

Hyun Lee reaffirmed the World Bank’s support for

Mongolia in areas including energy, agriculture,

information technology, and improvements to the

investment climate, noting alignment with the existing

strategic partnership. [Montsame]

Mongolia discusses deeper strategic ties

with Kazakhstan, Australia

(fs) Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia

Amartuvshin Gombosuren met on February 2 with the

Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Mongolia Almas

Seitakynov and the Ambassador of Australia to

Mongolia Leo Zeng to exchange views on bilateral

relations and future cooperation.

During the meeting with Seitakynov, Gombosuren

noted that Mongolia-Kazakhstan relations have

expanded actively with strong support from the two

countries’ leaders and discussed plans for a high-level

visit this year aimed at further deepening the bilateral

strategic partnership. Seitakynov  reaffirmed

Kazakhstan’s commitment to implementing high-level

agreements and expanding mutually beneficial

economic cooperation.

In discussions with Zeng, Gombosuren welcomed the

recent deepening of Mongolia-Australia relations,

which have reached the level of a Comprehensive

Partnership and are expected to advance further. Zeng

emphasized Australia’s intention to strengthen

cooperation in mining, agriculture, defense, education,

culture, and people-to-people exchanges. [Montsame]

UN exempts North Korea sanctions on 17

humanitarian aid projects

(co) Seventeen humanitarian aid projects for North

Korea pending at the United Nations have received

sanctions exemptions following consultations between

Washington and Seoul, a move South Korean officials

view as a possible opening for renewed engagement

with Pyongyang.

The waivers were unanimously approved on February

5 by the Security Council’s 1718 Sanctions Committee,

covering projects led by South Korean local
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governments, NGOs, civic groups and international

organizations such as UNICEF and the WHO.

The projects are strictly limited to humanitarian areas

including health care, clean water, sanitation and

nutrition, with each project valued at several hundred

thousand dollars. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea to chair new multinational

initiative on critical minerals as allies

seek to curb China’s dominance

(co) South Korea will chair the newly formed FORGE

(Forum on Resource Geostrategic Engagement)

initiative, a multinational coordination project on

critical minerals supply chains through June, as

Washington intensifies cooperation with allies to

counter China’s dominance over key resources.

The announcement followed the inaugural Critical

Minerals Ministerial, which launched FORGE and

tasked South Korea with leading efforts to strengthen

diversified, resilient and secure supply chains.

Hosted by U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, the

meeting brought together officials from 54 countries

and the European Commission. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Decision on North Korean

PoWs rests with Ukraine, according to UN

Special Rapporteur

(co) Two North Korean soldiers who fought alongside

Russia and were captured by Ukrainian forces in

January last year could be transferred to a third

country or granted asylum in Kyiv, a decision that

ultimately rests with the Ukrainian government,

according to Elizabeth Salmon, the U.N. special

rapporteur on human rights in North Korea.

She said Ukraine’s options are constrained only by

international law, particularly the principle of non-

refoulement, given the documented risk of torture in

North Korea, adding that any lawful choice should be

respected and noting that Kyiv has acknowledged

those risks.

South Korea said it is consulting with Kyiv and would

accept the prisoners should they seek transfer, as it

constitutionally recognizes North Koreans as its

nationals. [The Korea Times]
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The case drew much media attention and circulated

extensively on social media, with media outlets

publishing their names and images, a potential

violation of Article 13 of the Third Geneva Convention,

which requires prisoners of war to be protected from

“public curiosity and exposure,“ according to Salmon.

[The Korea Herald]

India and Gulf States move toward free

trade talks

(dql) India and the six-member Gulf Cooperation

Council (GCC) — Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi

Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates — have agreed

on the framework to launch negotiations for a free

trade agreement, marking a formal restart of long-

discussed talks.

Speaking at the signing ceremony of the Terms of

Reference with the GCC on February 5, Indian Trade

Minister Piyush Goyal said the deal could deliver major

gains for Indian industries, particularly petrochemicals,

information and communication technology, and food

processing, while also supporting joint infrastructure

development across India and the Gulf states.

The GCC is already a crucial economic partner for

India, ranking as its second-largest merchandise trade

counterpart in 2024 with nearly USD 158 billion in

bilateral trade. The negotiations come as the Gulf bloc

actively seeks trade agreements with major

economies, including the UK, the EU, and China. Both

sides highlighted that the prospective FTA could

improve market access, encourage investment,

enhance food and energy security, and create

employment opportunities. [Reuters] [Arab News]

India to host massive international naval

gathering

(dql) India is preparing to host a major maritime event

in Visakhapatnam later this month that will bring

together naval forces from about 70 countries,

including the United States, Russia and Iran, for a high-

profile International Fleet Review and the Milan-2026

naval exercise.

The International Fleet Review (IFR) on February 18 will

see warships, submarines and aircraft gather for a

ceremonial display of maritime strength and

cooperation, with President Droupadi Murmu set to
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review the assembled fleet. Following the IFR, the

week-long Milan-2026 drills (Feb 19–26) will involve

complex operational exercises in the Bay of Bengal,

including anti-submarine and air operations, aimed at

enhancing interoperability among participating navies.

Visakhapatnam will also host the Indian Ocean Naval

Symposium (IONS) Conclave of Chiefs during the same

period, bringing naval leaders together to discuss

maritime security, humanitarian assistance and

information sharing. [The Tribune]

Maldives hardens stance on Chagos as

UK–Mauritius transfer advances

(lm) The Maldives has hardened its legal and political

position over the Chagos Archipelago as the United

Kingdom proceeds with plans to transfer sovereignty

of the island group to Mauritius, turning what had long

been a distant territorial question into an immediate

issue of maritime control, national security, and

domestic political contestation. For Malé, the stakes

are less about the islands themselves and more about

the surrounding waters: control over exclusive

economic zone (EEZ) boundaries determines fishing

rights, resource access, and strategic reach across a

large portion of the central Indian Ocean.

In May 2025, the United Kingdom agreed to cede

sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago to Mauritius,

formally ending decades of colonial administration.

Under the arrangement, however, Diego Garcia — the

largest island — will remain under a 99-year lease to

the United States and the United Kingdom for

continued operation of their joint air and naval base,

one of the most strategically important military

facilities in the region. London has stated that

questions of sovereignty concern only the United

Kingdom and Mauritius, effectively dismissing

objections raised by the Maldives. [The Sun 1]

The Maldivian government argues that the transfer has

direct consequences for its maritime entitlements.

Because the Maldives’ EEZ overlaps with waters around

Chagos, changes in sovereignty affect how sea

boundaries are drawn and how resources are

allocated. In 2023, the International Tribunal for the

Law of the Sea — the United Nations judicial body that

settles maritime disputes — divided approximately

95,563 square kilometers between Mauritius and the

Maldives using an equidistance formula. The ruling

granted each side a portion of the area. President

Mohamed Muizzu has rejected that outcome and
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maintains that the Maldives is entitled to the entire

zone.

Muizzu has framed the issue as one of territorial

integrity and national security. In recent days, he

announced that his administration will withdraw a

2022 letter sent by the previous government

acknowledging Mauritian sovereignty, formally object

to the UK–Mauritius handover, and establish a

presidential commission to review how earlier

administrations handled the dispute. He has also

instructed the Maldives National Defence Force to

continue patrolling the contested waters, with

authorities reporting interceptions of foreign fishing

vessels inside the area claimed by the Maldives. [The

Sun 2] [The Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

The tougher stance has triggered domestic political

debate. Abdulla Yameen, a former president and

current opposition figure, has warned that deploying

naval assets risks unnecessary confrontation and could

harm ordinary citizens if tensions escalate, arguing

that any claims should instead be pursued through

international legal mechanisms. Another former

president, Mohamed Nasheed, has suggested that

Malé’s more assertive posture may indirectly align with

US and UK strategic interests tied to Diego Garcia,

though no formal coordination has been confirmed.

[The Sun 5] [The Sun 6]

The main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party, of

which Nasheed is a member, has also accused the

government of contradicting its earlier “India Out”

campaign — a nationalist movement that called for the

removal of Indian military personnel. Opposition

lawmakers allege that Indian officers remain in the

country under civilian designations and further

claimed that Turkish personnel are present to train

Maldivians in drone operations. They also warned,

citing what they described as rumors, that closer

security arrangements around Chagos could eventually

open the door to a future United States presence. [The

Sun 7]

The matter is complicated by a 2023 ruling of the

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, which

divided roughly 95,563 square kilometers of

overlapping maritime claims between Mauritius and

the Maldives using an equidistance formula. While the

tribunal split the area, Muizzu’s government maintains

that the Maldives is entitled to the entire zone.

Pakistan launches multinational

counterterrorism exercise with 19
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countries

(lm) Pakistan’s military commenced the ninth

International Pakistan Army Team Spirit Competition

(PATS) 2026, a multinational counterterrorism and

patrolling exercise, at the National Counter Terrorism

Center in Pabbi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

A total of 24 foreign teams from 19 countries are

participating, including Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,

Bangladesh, Belarus, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Malaysia,

Maldives, Morocco, Nepal, Qatar, Sri Lanka, Türkiye,

the United States, and Uzbekistan. Indonesia,

Myanmar, and Thailand are attending as observers.

[Arab News]

Pakistan moves to deepen EU trade ties as

India–EU free trade agreement raises

competitiveness concerns

(lm) Pakistan has stepped up efforts to strengthen

trade and economic engagement with the European

Union (EU) after India secured a sweeping free trade

agreement granting its exporters broad tariff-free

access to the bloc, a development seen in Islamabad as

a potential erosion of Pakistan’s market position in its

second-largest export destination.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar

chaired a high-level inter-ministerial review in

Islamabad focused on preserving and expanding

Pakistan’s access to the EU market, particularly under

the Generalized Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP Plus)

framework, which provides duty-free entry for many

Pakistani goods in exchange for compliance with labor,

human rights, and governance standards. Officials

stressed that Pakistan has successfully completed four

biennial GSP Plus reviews and intends to fully meet its

obligations to maintain preferential access.

The move comes amid weakening export performance.

After rising 5 percent to USD 32.1 billion last fiscal year,

exports fell 9 percent to USD 15.2 billion in the first

half of the current fiscal year through December. With

the EU accounting for a large share of textile and

garment shipments, analysts warn that Indian tariff-

free access could intensify price competition, especially

as Pakistani manufacturers face higher domestic

energy and production costs. [Arab News]
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Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan visits to

Pakistan focus on trade expansion, transit

corridors, and energy and defense

cooperation

(lm) Pakistan hosted consecutive high-level visits from

Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and

Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev as part

of its strategy to deepen economic and transport

integration with Central Asia and position itself as a

transit and maritime gateway for landlocked states.

With Uzbekistan, both sides reaffirmed a bilateral

trade target of USD 2 billion during the 10th session of

the Intergovernmental Commission and agreed to

accelerate trade facilitation, customs digitalization,

logistics upgrades, regional corridor development,

direct air links, and rail and multimodal connectivity.

Cooperation is being expanded across energy,

defense, information technology, banking and finance,

small and medium enterprises, labor mobility, and

academic exchanges. A bilateral Transit Trade

Agreement and a Preferential Trade Agreement

covering 17 items have been operational since 2023.

[Arab News 1] [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

With Kazakhstan, the two governments agreed to

establish a strategic partnership, signed 37

memoranda of understanding, and set a target to raise

bilateral trade to USD 1 billion within one year. Current

trade was reported at USD 53.7 million in 2024.

Agreements cover transport and logistics corridors,

access to Pakistan’s seaports, energy, mining and

minerals, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, defense

production, digital technologies, and joint investment

platforms. Business engagements during the visit

resulted in more than 30 commercial agreements

valued at approximately USD 200 million. Both tracks

emphasize physical connectivity through rail, road, air,

and transit infrastructure to support trade flows

between Central Asia, South Asia, and onward

maritime routes. [Arab News 4] [Arab News 5] [Arab

News 6] [Arab News 7]

Russia turns to South Asia to offset

deepening labor shortage

(lm) Russia is increasingly recruiting workers from

South Asia, including Sri Lanka, India, and Bangladesh,

as it seeks to address a deepening labor deficit

estimated at around 11 million workers by the end of

the decade. The shortfall reflects the combined effects

of the war in Ukraine, demographic decline, and
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structural workforce gaps across construction,

logistics, and public services.

Official data from Russia’s Ministry of Internal Affairs

show that foreign work permits exceeded 240,000 in

2025, the highest level in several years. India recorded

the most pronounced increase, with permits rising

from roughly 5,000 in 2021 to more than 56,000 in

2025, while Sri Lanka and Bangladesh have also

emerged as growing recruitment sources for both

skilled and semi-skilled workers.

Recruitment agencies are reportedly offering contract-

based placements in sectors such as construction,

transport and warehousing, and municipal services,

including winter maintenance work. Employers favor

workers tied to fixed visas and contracts, which

provide greater stability and predictability than visa-

free migration flows.

For all three countries, expanded access to Russia

represents a potential diversification of overseas

employment destinations at a time when remittances

remain economically significant. In Sri Lanka, outbound

labor migration exceeded 311,000 departures in 2025

and remittances reached approximately USD 7.8

billion. India and Bangladesh similarly rely heavily on

overseas employment as a source of foreign exchange

and household income.

However, the opportunities are accompanied by risks.

The report notes persistent wage disparities between

foreign and local workers, physically demanding jobs,

and challenging climatic conditions. As recruitment

intensifies, labor protections, contract transparency,

and worker safety are likely to become key concerns

for sending governments and migrants alike. [Daily

Mirror]

Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia push border

links to boost trade and local growth

(ms) Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia have agreed to

intensify cooperation on border-area development,

connectivity and economic integration following talks

among their prime ministers in Phnom Penh,

underscoring the central role of shared borders in

their regional strategy.

The meeting brought together Lao Prime Minister

Sonexay Siphandone, Vietnamese Prime Minister

Pham Minh Chinh, and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun

Manet, and followed a summit of the ruling political

parties of the three countries. Leaders said political
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consensus at the party level should be translated into

concrete outcomes that directly benefit border

communities.

The three governments highlighted progress in

political, defence and security cooperation, describing

mutual trust as a foundation for deeper economic

collaboration. They agreed to accelerate road and rail

construction, strengthen energy cooperation, and

upgrade logistics networks to improve cross-border

trade flows and regional supply-chain integration.

Border provinces were identified as a priority, with

leaders stressing that better connectivity and targeted

investment could stimulate local economies, boost

tourism and create employment, helping to narrow

development gaps between central and peripheral

regions. Measures to facilitate trade, ease the

movement of goods and encourage private-sector

investment were also discussed.

The prime ministers agreed to maintain close

coordination and regular information exchanges, while

promoting people-to-people ties and instilling a sense

of shared solidarity among younger generations. They

also reaffirmed support for one another within

regional and international frameworks as a

contribution to stability in mainland Southeast Asia.

Prime Minister Sonexay invited his counterparts to

attend the next trilateral summit, which Laos will host

in 2027, signalling continuity in the cooperation

mechanism. [Khmer Times] [Vientiane Times] [Vietnam

News]

Myanmar UN envoy urges action, warns

junta atrocities and “sham elections”

worsening humanitarian crisis

(su) Myanmar’s Permanent Representative to the

United Nations, Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun, warned

on February 4 that military junta atrocities and

planned “sham elections” are worsening Myanmar’s

humanitarian and social development crisis, urging the

UN to take decisive action. Speaking in a statement

referencing the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs), he argued that Myanmar represents a stark

example of “reversal of global social development,”

with women, children, displaced populations, and

other vulnerable groups bearing the heaviest burden.

Kyaw Moe Tun stated that since the February 1, 2021

coup, the military junta has waged “a war of terror”

against civilians and committed war crimes and crimes
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against humanity. He claimed that over 7,700 people

have been killed, including 2,600 women, 1,300

children, and 2,700 youths. He further stated that

more than 3.6 million people are displaced, while

nearly 22 million require humanitarian assistance,

including around 10.4 million women, girls, and

LGBTIQ+ individuals.

He argued that Myanmar is facing systemic

breakdowns, including unemployment, collapse of

healthcare, and deterioration of education, claiming

that half of the population is now living below the

national poverty line. Kyaw Moe Tun also accused the

junta of weaponizing state institutions while organizing

elections aimed at deflecting international pressure,

warning that such elections would only prolong crisis

and violence. He urged the UN system to make

“principled decisions” and translate statements into

action, emphasizing accountability for the junta and its

affiliates. [Mizzima]

Russia reroutes oil shipments via

Singapore as China demand rises and

India steps back

(ms) Russian oil exporters are increasingly listing

Singapore as the destination for crude shipments as

trade flows adjust following sanctions pressure and

changes in buying patterns in India and China,

according to traders and shipping data.

Data from the London Stock Exchange Group show

that tankers carrying about 1.4 million metric tons of

Russian crude listed Singapore as their destination in

January, the highest monthly volume recorded in

recent years. Traders said the listings do not indicate

imports by Singapore, which does not purchase

Russian oil due to sanctions-related risks.

Instead, Singapore is commonly used as a placeholder

destination. Market participants said vessels frequently

conduct ship-to-ship transfers in waters near

Singapore or later discharge cargoes near Malaysia,

allowing exporters flexibility while final buyers are

arranged.

The shift comes as India, which sharply increased

purchases of discounted Russian oil after Western

sanctions were imposed, is expected to scale back or

halt imports following a recent trade agreement with

the United States, traders said. That development

leaves China as Russia’s primary large-scale buyer of

crude.
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Traders said the increased use of nominal destinations

such as Singapore reflects tightening constraints on

Russian oil sales. Sanctions affecting insurance,

shipping services and financing have narrowed the

pool of counterparties willing to handle Russian

cargoes, encouraging more indirect routing.

Singapore says China-linked hackers

targeted major telecom networks

(ms/st) Singapore’s government reported on February

9 that a sophisticated cyber espionage group linked by

researchers to China carried out targeted attacks on

the country’s four largest telecommunications

companies last year.

In a statement, the Cyber Security Agency of Singapore

said the group known as UNC3886 was behind an

intrusion that penetrated parts of the networks

operated by Singtel, StarHub, M1 and SIMBA Telecom.

Officials said the attackers were able to gain access to

internal systems and exfiltrate a limited amount of

technical data. They noted that there was no evidence

that personal or customer information was accessed

and that telecommunications services were not

disrupted during the campaign.

UNC3886 has been described by cybersecurity

researchers, including analysts at Mandiant, as a

“China-nexus” espionage group that has targeted

defense, technology and telecommunications

organisations in the United States and Asia. Beijing

regularly rejects allegations of cyber espionage and did

not immediately respond to a request for comment on

the Singapore disclosure.

The Singapore government said it first identified the

activity in July 2025 and has since conducted a

coordinated response involving multiple agencies.

Officials described the operation, known internally as

“Cyber Guardian,” as one of the largest incident

response efforts mounted by the state, involving more

than 100 cyber defenders who worked to contain the

breaches and close access points.

Authorities warned that telecommunications

infrastructure remains a high-value target due to its

importance to national security and economic stability.

They said further attempts by advanced threat actors

are likely and emphasized the need for continued

vigilance and enhanced defensive measures.



In a joint statement, the four telcos said they regularly

face a range of threats, including malware, phishing

and sophisticated intrusion attempts, and that they

employ layered security mechanisms to protect

networks and remediate issues when detected.

[Reuters] [The Record]

Trilateral meetings between Vietnam’s,

Laos and Cambodia

(hn) General Secretary Tô Lâm paid official visits to

Laos and Cambodia from February 5-6, 2026,

beginning with a state visit to Laos on February 5 and

continuing to Cambodia on February 6 for meetings

with Cambodian and regional leaders. [Vneconomy1]

[Vietnampictorial]

Vietnam–Laos relations strengthened through high-level

engagements

During his visit to Laos, General Secretary Tô Lâm held

high-level talks with Lao Party and State leaders and

witnessed the signing of several cooperation

documents. Both sides expressed satisfaction with the

strong and substantive development of Vietnam–Laos

relations and agreed to further renew cooperation

mechanisms, strengthen strategic coordination, and

align long-term visions with concrete and effective

actions. Priority areas included boosting economic

connectivity, accelerating key strategic projects,

expanding bilateral trade toward a USD 10 billion

target, and deepening cooperation in education,

training, and high-quality human resource

development. [Vneconomy2]

A major outcome of the visit was the agreement to

establish a Vietnamese university in Laos, focusing on

priority disciplines such as natural sciences, education

and teacher training, engineering, technology,

computer science, and information technology. The

two sides also discussed expanding Vietnamese-

language education in Laos, introducing Lao-language

teaching in Vietnam, and sending Lao students to

Vietnamese boarding high schools. Vietnam plans to

pilot Lao-language instruction at nine schools in nine

border provinces in 2026. [Vnexpress, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam–Cambodia ties deepened through high-level

engagements

In Cambodia, General Secretary Tô Lâm held meetings

with senior Cambodian leaders, paid courtesy calls,

attended commemorative activities, witnessed the

signing of cooperation documents, and met with the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-juu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-tll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-tlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-tly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-tlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gdtckd-l-tlt/


Vietnamese community. Key engagements included

discussions with Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)

President Hun Sen, meetings with other Cambodian

leaders, and participation in Party-to-Party and

trilateral leadership meetings.

Both sides reaffirmed the central role of political

relations as the foundation of bilateral ties, agreed to

strengthen coordination on political stability and

security, and committed to promoting deeper

economic connectivity. The visit was widely viewed as

reinforcing the political foundation of Vietnam–

Cambodia relations and generating fresh momentum

for comprehensive bilateral and trilateral cooperation

in support of peace, stability, and sustainable regional

development.

They committed to expanding cooperation across key

areas including trade and investment, infrastructure

connectivity, border trade, agriculture, energy,

logistics, defence and security, education, healthcare,

culture, tourism, the digital economy, and people-to-

people exchanges. Both countries set a shared

objective of raising bilateral trade to USD 20 billion,

advancing major connectivity projects, and upgrading

border checkpoints. The statement also reaffirmed

commitments to border demarcation, peaceful dispute

settlement, ASEAN centrality, Mekong cooperation,

and maintaining peace and stability in the South China

Sea in accordance with international law, including the

1982 UNCLOS. [Vietnamplus2] [Vietnamnews1]

[Vietnamplus1]

Advancing trilateral cooperation among Vietnam,

Cambodia, and Laos

On the sidelines of the Cambodia visit, leaders of the

Communist Party of Vietnam, the Cambodian People’s

Party, and the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party met in

Phnom Penh to further strengthen trilateral

cooperation, following recent Party congresses in

Vietnam and Laos and the CPP’s ongoing political

program.

The leaders reviewed positive developments over the

past year, noting that political–diplomatic relations

remained the core pillar, defense and security

cooperation played a key role, and economic, trade,

and investment ties continued to expand alongside

growing people-to-people and youth exchanges. They

agreed to maintain regular high-level consultation

mechanisms, enhance border management, combat

transnational crime, and uphold the principle of not

allowing any country’s territory to be used to

undermine another’s security.
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Looking ahead, the three sides committed to

deepening economic connectivity and supply-chain

integration by leveraging complementary strengths in

infrastructure, logistics, energy, telecommunications,

tourism, innovation, and green and digital

development. Education and training cooperation

through scholarships, university exchanges, and youth

programs was identified as a strategic priority for

developing high-quality human resources and

strengthening long-term bonds among younger

generations. The leaders also agreed to continue close

coordination on regional and international issues and

to hold the next trilateral Party leaders’ meeting in

Laos in 2027.  [Vietnamnews2] [Vietnamnews3]

Separately, Vietnamese Prime Minister Phạm Minh

Chính met with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet

and Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone to

advance the outcomes of the same-day trilateral Party

leaders’ meeting. The three Prime Ministers reaffirmed

the strategic importance of trilateral ties, emphasized

people-centered and sustainable development, and

agreed to deepen cooperation in defense and security,

particularly in border protection and combating

transnational crime.

Economically, they committed to improving the quality

and efficiency of cooperation through enhanced

transport, logistics, and border infrastructure

connectivity, stronger value-chain linkages, and

tourism cooperation, including the “One Journey, Three

Destinations” initiative.

They also identified five breakthrough areas consisting

of transport, energy, education and training, tourism,

and youth connectivity and reaffirmed support for

ASEAN centrality and Mekong subregional cooperation

for sustainable development. [Vietnamnews4]

Bangladesh’s interim government

acknowledges setbacks in India ties, seeks

reset after elections

(lm) Bangladesh’s foreign affairs adviser acknowledged

that relations with India were “not smooth” and faced

“setbacks” during the tenure of the current interim

administration, but expressed confidence that a newly

elected government will be able to stabilize and

strengthen cooperation.

The interim government assumed office in August

2024 after mass protests forced former prime minister

Sheikh Hasina from power and led to the installation of

a caretaker administration to oversee elections.
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Hasina’s subsequent stay in India and Dhaka’s request

for her extradition have added political sensitivity to

bilateral ties, contributing to friction during the

transition period.

Speaking at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the adviser

said the interim leadership had nonetheless prioritized

maintaining a functional working relationship with New

Delhi and aimed to avoid leaving unresolved

diplomatic or economic issues for the next

government. He added that several initiatives—

including ongoing trade and tariff discussions with the

United States—are being advanced to ease the

handover.

He confirmed that Bangladesh has not yet received a

response from India regarding its extradition request

for Hasina. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh and Japan sign defense

equipment and technology transfer

agreement

(lm) Bangladesh and Japan signed and brought into

force a bilateral agreement on February 3 establishing

a formal legal framework for the transfer, use, and

control of defense equipment and related technology

between the two governments. The accord was signed

by the Armed Forces Division under Bangladesh’s Chief

Adviser’s Office and Japan’s ambassador to Dhaka.

The agreement sets procedures for approving each

transfer on a case-by-case basis and imposes strict

end-use and end-user controls, including restrictions

on re-export to third parties and use beyond agreed

purposes. According to Japan’s foreign ministry, the

framework is designed to ensure accountability and

compliance while enabling jointly determined projects,

including those linked to international peace and

security. [Dhaka Tribune]

U.S.–Bangladesh trade deal cuts tariffs to

19 percent, introduces limited zero-duty

access for select apparel

(lm) Bangladesh and the United States have concluded

a bilateral trade agreement that reduces the US

countervailing duty on Bangladeshi exports from 20

percent to 19 percent, while introducing narrowly

targeted zero reciprocal tariff benefits for certain

textile and apparel products made with US-origin
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cotton and synthetic fibers. The deal, signed in

Washington after roughly nine months of negotiations,

provides modest relief to Bangladesh’s export sector—

particularly the ready-made garments industry, the

country’s largest source of foreign exchange.

The agreement marks the latest step in a series of

tariff adjustments following US retaliatory trade

measures announced in April 2025 against goods from

around 100 countries. Bangladesh was initially

assigned a 37 percent rate, which was reduced to 20

percent in August 2025 and has now been lowered

further to 19 percent. The revised tariff level places

Bangladesh broadly on par with India, whose

comparable tariff rate has been set at 18 percent,

easing earlier concerns that US orders would shift

decisively to Indian manufacturers.

In parallel, Washington committed to establishing a

special mechanism under which selected Bangladeshi

garments using US-produced raw materials will qualify

for zero reciprocal tariffs in the US market,

strengthening supply-chain linkages with American

inputs.

In return, Bangladesh has agreed to provide

preferential market access for a range of US industrial

and agricultural goods, including chemicals, medical

devices, machinery, motor vehicles and parts, soy

products, dairy, beef, poultry, nuts, and fruit. The deal

also includes commitments to ease non-tariff barriers

by accepting US vehicle safety and emissions

standards, recognizing US Food and Drug

Administration certifications, and lifting restrictions on

remanufactured goods. Both sides cited additional

commercial understandings, including aircraft

procurement, about USD 3.5 billion in US agricultural

purchases, and an estimated USD 15 billion in US

energy imports over 15 years. [Al Jazeera] [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh establishes diplomatic

relations with Grenada

(lm) Bangladesh has formally established diplomatic

relations with Grenada, a small Caribbean island state

and member of the Commonwealth, through the

signing of a joint declaration at the Bangladesh High

Commission in London. The agreement was signed by

the two countries’ respective high commissioners to

the United Kingdom, marking the first formal

diplomatic framework between the two states despite

decades of informal contacts.
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Bangladeshi officials framed the move as part of

broader South–South cooperation, with an emphasis

on coordination among developing states in

multilateral forums. Priority areas identified include

climate resilience, trade and investment, education

and capacity building, and sectoral cooperation—

particularly leveraging Bangladesh’s pharmaceuticals

and textiles industries and Grenada’s role among Small

Island Developing States. [Dhaka Tribune]

Japan provides USD 1.87 million grant to

Bhutan to strengthen landslide and

transport resilience

(lm) Bhutan has secured a grant of BTN 156 million

(USD 1.87 million) from the Government of Japan

through the Japan International Cooperation Agency to

strengthen climate-resilient transport infrastructure,

with a focus on landslide risk reduction that frequently

disrupts roads and trade corridors. The three-year

program (2026–2029) will finance specialized soil

testing and geotechnical equipment and technical

cooperation to improve landslide mapping,

monitoring, and preventive engineering. [Kuensel]

Brunei, Indonesia sign first bilateral MoU

on drug abuse and trafficking

(dql) Brunei Darussalam and Indonesia have signed

their first bilateral Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) on combating drug abuse and narcotics

trafficking, formalising cooperation between Brunei’s

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) and Indonesia’s

National Narcotics Board (BNN). The agreement

establishes a framework for closer collaboration

through information-sharing, joint capacity building,

and exchanges of expertise in drug law enforcement,

prevention, and treatment and rehabilitation.

The MoU was signed in Bandar Seri Begawan by senior

officials from both sides and witnessed by high-ranking

representatives of Brunei’s Prime Minister’s Office and

Indonesia’s ambassador to Brunei, underscoring

official-level commitment. The program accompanying

the signing included a briefing by Indonesian officials

on evolving drug trafficking trends, transnational

syndicates, and operational responses, attended by

senior security and legal officials from across Brunei’s

government. [Asia News Network]
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Brunei, Singapore deepen education

cooperation at joint meeting

(dql) Brunei and Singapore’s education ministries

recently held a joint meeting to strengthen

collaboration in education. At the meeting, officials

exchanged best practices and discussed ways to boost

cooperation across several areas, including greening

education, artificial intelligence (AI) integration,

education tourism, and environmental sustainability in

education. Delegates also visited Singapore schools to

observe teaching and learning approaches firsthand.

The gathering built on a long-standing Joint Working

Group framework between the two countries that

serves as an annual platform to review existing

cooperation and explore new opportunities in

schooling and broader educational initiatives. [Borneo

Bulletin]

Cambodia, Laos vow to complete border

demarcation

(dql) Cambodia and Laos have reaffirmed plans to

settle the roughly 14 percent of their shared border

that has yet to be demarcated, aiming to complete this

process soon as part of long-standing efforts to solidify

peaceful boundaries.

The pledge was made at the 16th summit of the ruling

parties of both countries on February 7, attended by

top leaders including Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)

President Hun Sen of Cambodia and Lao People’s

Revolutionary Party (LPRP) General Secretary

Thongloun Sisoulith.

Alongside border work, the two governments set a

bilateral trade target of USD 700 million by 2030,

recognizing untapped economic potential and mutual

interest in expanding commerce beyond the current

level (around USD 250 million).

Discussions also covered deeper cooperation on

security, transnational crime, infrastructure

connectivity, and cultural exchanges to mark 70 years

of diplomatic relations. [Cambodianess]

U.S. lifts weapons sale restrictions against

Cambodia
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(dql) The United States has formally lifted most arms-

related restrictions on Cambodia after removing the

country from the US Commerce Department’s “Country

Group D:5” blacklist, marking a major reset in bilateral

defence relations. The move allows future U.S.

weapons exports to Phnom Penh under case-by-case

review.

The change followed updates to U.S. export

regulations and built on an earlier decision by

Washington to remove Cambodia from the State

Department’s arms embargo list under the

International Traffic in Arms Regulations, effectively

ending longstanding barriers to US weapons sales to

the Kingdom.

The move reflects a reassessment by US authorities,

citing Cambodia’s cooperation with Washington on

defence matters, its role in promoting regional

stability, and efforts to combat cross-border crime.

While Cambodia remains subject to limited controls

under a separate export category covering sensitive

military technologies, the delisting significantly eases

licensing procedures and is expected to increase US

defence-related exports.

Business and policy figures in Cambodia welcomed the

decision as a signal of renewed trust, arguing it opens

the door to access advanced American defence and

aviation technologies. [Khmer Times] [KPMG]

This change follows a broader warming of relations

between Washington and Phnom Penh after a period

of sanctions tied to concerns about human rights,

Beijing’s influence, and Cambodia’s prior political

stances.

The delisting is part of a wider shift in bilateral

engagement, including resumed security cooperation

and praise from U.S. agencies for Cambodia’s efforts

against transnational crime.

Analysts see the move as a sign of stronger ties

between the two governments and a strategic push by

the U.S. to deepen partnerships in Southeast Asia amid

competition with China’s regional influence. [The

Diplomat]

With Cambodia’s removal, Myanmar stands as the sole

Southeast Asian country still classified under D:5. The

remaining countries in the group include China, Russia,

Belarus, North Korea, Iran, Syria, Venezuela, and Cuba.

[Geopolitechs]
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Cambodia prepares for trade negotiations

with Switzerland

(dql) Cambodia’s Ministry of Commerce has finished a

feasibility study ahead of formal trade discussions with

Switzerland, aiming to broaden economic ties beyond

existing partners. The initiative, backed by the World

Trade Organization’s Enhanced Integrated Framework,

is part of Phnom Penh’s effort to diversify export

markets for key sectors like garments, footwear, travel

goods and vehicle tires.

Discussions are expected to cover not just goods but

also cooperation in services, including training and

intellectual property. Cambodian officials see

Switzerland as a valuable partner for deeper technical

and commercial engagement.

The effort comes against the backdrop of Cambodia’s

impending graduation from least-developed country

(LDC) status by 2029, which will reduce access to

preferential schemes such as the EU’s “Everything But

Arms” trade preferences.

Strengthening bilateral arrangements with Switzerland

and other economies (including the UK, Turkey and

others) is part of Cambodia’s strategy to offset the loss

of these benefits and sustain export growth.

[Cambodianess]

China allows limited rare earth exports to

Japan under stricter licensing regime

(ms) China has approved a limited number of rare

earth exports to Japan following the introduction of

tighter export controls, according to Japanese trade

industry sources, offering some relief to

manufacturers while leaving uncertainty over future

supply.

The approvals come after Chinese authorities

implemented stricter licensing requirements in early

January for the export of certain dual-use items,

including seven categories of rare earth minerals, as

well as related metals and electronic components.

Under the revised rules, exporters must obtain official

authorization before shipping covered materials

overseas.

Industry sources said that several Japan-bound

shipments were approved after the controls took

effect, though many of the applications had reportedly

been submitted before the new measures were
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announced. As a result, Japanese companies remain

cautious about whether export licenses will continue to

be granted under the tightened framework.

China plays a dominant role in the global rare earth

supply chain, accounting for a majority of global

mining output and nearly all processing capacity. Rare

earths are essential inputs for a wide range of

products, including electric vehicle motors,

semiconductors, renewable energy equipment and

certain defense technologies.

The tightening of export controls followed a period of

increased diplomatic friction between Beijing and

Tokyo. Since taking office, Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi has adopted a more assertive foreign policy

toward China, including public statements emphasizing

Japan’s readiness to respond to coercive actions

involving Taiwan. While Chinese authorities have

framed the export measures as technical and security-

based, Japanese officials and industry sources have

viewed the timing as reflecting broader strains in

bilateral relations.

Chinese authorities have emphasized that the revised

controls are intended to regulate exports of items with

potential military applications rather than restrict

ordinary commercial trade. Officials have said the

measures are consistent with international practice

and are aimed at safeguarding national security while

preserving supply chain stability.

Despite those assurances, Japanese industry

representatives report delays affecting other materials.

Exports of magnesium used in aluminum production

have slowed in recent weeks, including shipments of

products not explicitly listed under the new controls.

Customs procedures for some alloys exported to Japan

and components shipped from Japan to China have

also reportedly become more time-consuming due to

additional documentation requirements. [Japan Wire]

[Reuters] [The Mainichi]

China: Top political advisor met with KMT

delegation emphasizing multisectoral

integration

(may) Wang Huning, the chairman of the National

Committee of the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference and leading ideologist

received the Taiwan delegation attending a think tank

forum led by research institutes associated with the

Communist Party of China (CPC) and the Chinese
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Kuomintang (KMT) Party in Beijing on January 3, 2026.

[China Daily]

The meeting has provided Wang with a chance to

reaffirm the mainland’s commitment to further

exchanges with personnel from different sectors in

Taiwan, including technology, healthcare and political

parties such as the KMT. He also signaled a reliance on

Taiwan compatriots to enhance integration and

cooperation across the Strait.

Moreover, Wang followed traditional mainland

narratives in emphasizing the 1992 Consensus that

supposedly manifested unwavering One China Policy

against ‘Taiwan Independence separatism’ and foreign

involvements for maintaining peaceful cross-Strait

relations. [South China Morning Post]

The idea of ‘rejuvenation of the Chinese nation’ was

also mentioned by the head of the delegation Hsiao

Hsu-tsen, vice-chairman of the KMT, which further

strengthened a recent comment of KMT Chairwoman

on familial ties between Taiwan and the mainland.

As China tightens ties with Taiwan in integrated

implementation of the 15th Five-Year Plan, the KMT

intends to take on the role of ‘peacemaker and

industry advocate’, promising to bring benefits to both

sides of the Strait.

The delegation’s meeting with Wang happened just

hours away from President Xi’s call with the US

President Donald Trump where Xi specified Taiwan as

‘the most important issue’ and urged President Trump

prudence in arms sales to the island. [BBC]

Possible China exposure draws US

scrutiny of SpaceX and Tesla

(ms) US lawmakers and regulators are facing renewed

questions over the extent of China-related exposure

across Elon Musk’s business empire, following

separate developments involving SpaceX and Tesla.

On February 5, two Democratic US senators urged the

Pentagon to review SpaceX amid allegations that

investors with ties to China may have obtained indirect

stakes in the closely held rocket maker. Senators

Elizabeth Warren and Andy Kim wrote to Defense

Secretary Pete Hegseth warning that any Chinese

ownership could pose national security risks, given

SpaceX’s role in launching US military and intelligence

satellites and operating the Starlink communications

network used by the Pentagon and allied forces.
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The senators cited media reports and court testimony

suggesting that Chinese-linked investors may have

routed funds through offshore entities to conceal their

involvement. They asked the Department of Defense

to determine whether SpaceX is subject to US rules

governing foreign ownership, control or influence,

known as FOCI, and whether any foreign investment

should be reviewed by the Committee on Foreign

Investment in the United States.

The request follows a Delaware court case last year in

which a fund manager removed a Chinese investor

from a special-purpose vehicle set up to buy SpaceX

shares after the company objected to the investor’s

involvement. SpaceX did not immediately respond to a

request for comment.

A day later, reports emerged that Tesla is operating an

artificial intelligence training center in China focused

on local applications and assisted driving, citing

comments by Tesla Vice President Tao Lin to Chinese

media outlet Cailianshe. The report adds to scrutiny of

Musk’s companies as US officials seek to limit potential

exposure of advanced technologies to China.

Tesla has long operated manufacturing facilities in

China and sells vehicles in the country, but AI

development has become a more sensitive issue as

Washington tightens oversight of data security,

advanced computing, and technology transfer. The

Reuters report did not indicate that Tesla’s AI training

activities violate US or Chinese regulations. [Reuters 1]

[Reuters 2]

China: Supreme People’s Court

overturned a Canadian man’s death

sentence

(may) China’s Supreme People’s Court overturned the

death sentence passed by a lower court on Mr. Robert

Schellenberg, a Canadian citizen charged with drug

smuggling, as confirmed by his lawyer on February 9,

2026, and the retrial will be reportedly executed in

Liaoning Provincial High People’s Court.

The Canadian was originally detained in China in 2014

as a suspected drug smuggler, convicted in 2018, and

initially sentenced to 15 years in prison. After the

retrial in 2019 not long after apparent diplomatic

tensions between two countries rooted in the

detention of a Huawei executive in Canada on a U.S.

warrant, he was condemned to death. [Reuters]
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Although an absolute acquittal was not guaranteed

given the severity of the initial sentence and Chinese

law enforcement towards drug-related crimes, the

game changer was proposed shortly after Canadian

Prime Minister Mark Carney’s diplomatic triumph in

Beijing during his four-day visit. Furthermore, the

Canadian Foreign Ministry has briefly reaffirmed its

continuity of consular services to Mr. Schellenberg and

his family.

Meanwhile, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson,

Lin Jian, specified the independent exercise of

authority by the judiciary sector in handling cases,

directing further questions to expert authorities.

[Global Times]

Chinese President Xi and Russia’s Putin

hail strategic alignment in video call

ahead of Ukraine war anniversary

(mis) Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian

President Vladimir Putin used their first direct talks of

the year to underline the depth of their partnership,

holding a 1 hour and 25 minute video call just weeks

before the fourth anniversary of Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine.

Putin described relations between Moscow and Beijing

as an important stabilizing factor amid what he called

growing global turbulence, praising the energy

partnership as strategic and mutually beneficial. He

said bilateral trade had exceeded USD 200 billion for

three consecutive years, with total trade reaching USD

228 billion in 2025, even as it fell 6.9 per cent year on

year, according to Chinese customs data [AiR No. 3,

January/2026, 3].

The call took place against a complex global backdrop.

Western governments are reassessing their China

strategies amid tensions with US President Donald

Trump, while Russia continues its war in Ukraine under

heavy Western sanctions. Since 2022, China has

become an even more crucial economic partner for

Moscow, stepping up trade as the US and the EU

tightened punitive measures. Beijing denies

accusations from Ukraine and the EU that it has

provided direct military assistance to Russia, however

the evidence that China is atleast providing a major

share of important dual-use goods is opposing this

depiction.

Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov said the two leaders’

positions largely coincided on most international

issues. They discussed Ukraine, tensions between the
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US and Iran and developments in Venezuela and Cuba

and agreed to continue close coordination in

multilateral forums such as the United Nations, BRICS

and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

Putin accepted Xi’s invitation to visit China in the first

half of the year, with further high-level contacts

expected, including possible participation in the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Shenzhen

later this year [Bloomberg].

The call also came days before the expiry of a nuclear

arms reduction treaty between Russia and the United

States. Chinese and Russian senior diplomats met in

Beijing before the call to discuss global security and

arms control, reaching what Beijing described as a

“broad consensus”. During a separate visit to China,

Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu

reiterated Moscow’s support for Beijing on Taiwan,

while China pledged to deepen strategic coordination

with Russia [Reuters] [Al Jazeera].

EU raises tariffs on Chinese ceramics to 79

percent after dumping review

(mis) The European Union has decided to significantly

increase duties on ceramic tableware and kitchenware

imports from China, following a review of anti-dumping

measures that have been in place since 2013.

Under the revised framework, the EU bloc will impose

a uniform tariff of 79 percent on products such as

plates, cups and bowls, replacing previous duties that

ranged between 13.1 percent and 36.1 percent,

according to a notice published in the EU’s official

journal. The new rate will remain in force for five years.

Brussels said its investigation found that Chinese

ceramic producers benefit from state influence and

support, including preferential access to financing,

land and raw materials. To assess whether exports

were priced below fair market value, the European

Commission constructed benchmark production costs

using Turkish data for raw materials, labor and energy.

It concluded that Chinese products were being sold in

the EU at artificially low prices.

The move adds to a broader pattern of trade

enforcement actions by the EU. Of the 63 trade

defense investigations currently underway, 47 concern

Chinese goods, reflecting mounting tensions over what

the bloc describes as unfair competitive practices

[Reuters].
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South Africa moves closer to trade deal

with China as tariff pressures mount

(ms) South Africa has taken a step toward a broader

trade agreement with China after the two countries

signed a framework economic partnership aimed at

expanding market access and investment, the South

African government said on Friday.

Trade, Industry and Competition Minister Parks Tau

signed the framework agreement during a visit to

China, describing it as a precursor to negotiations that

could grant South African exports duty-free access to

the Chinese market. The framework is expected to be

followed by an “early harvest” agreement by the end of

March 2026, which would set out specific tariff

concessions.

The move comes as Africa’s most industrialized

economy seeks to cushion the impact of higher trade

barriers elsewhere. The United States, South Africa’s

second-largest trading partner after China, imposed a

30 percent tariff on South African exports in August,

the highest rate applied to any country in sub-Saharan

Africa.

China has signaled a broader push to deepen trade

ties with African economies. Last year, Beijing said it

would eliminate tariffs on all products from the 53

African countries with which it maintains diplomatic

relations, a policy that has since been formalized

through framework agreements with several

governments. Kenya announced a preliminary trade

arrangement with China last month.

Chinese officials have also invited South Africa to

participate in initiatives aimed at promoting

investment, including in the steel sector. Tau said

South Africa welcomed increased Chinese investment

and hoped to expand the range of South African

products entering the Chinese market.

The framework agreement does not immediately

change tariff levels, and officials cautioned that further

negotiations would be required before concrete

benefits materialize. However, the deal underscores

South Africa’s efforts to diversify trade partnerships as

global trade tensions reshape traditional export

markets. [Anadolu Ajansi] [Global Times] [Reuters]
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Uruguay’s President Orsi on seven-

day state visit to China

(mis) Uruguayan President Yamandú Orsi has

concluded a week-long state visit to China focusing on

expanding trade, formalizing new cooperation

agreements and advancing plans for closer integration

between China and the Mercosur bloc.

During talks in Beijing, Orsi and Chinese President Xi

Jinping oversaw the signing of a declaration to deepen

their comprehensive strategic partnership, along with

12 cooperation documents covering areas such as

science and technology, trade, environmental

protection, intellectual property and agricultural

exchanges. Both sides further committed to launching

negotiations “as soon as possible” on a potential free

trade agreement between China and Mercosur, a

move that would mark a significant step in China’s

economic engagement with South America.

China remains Uruguay’s largest trading partner. In

2025, 26 percent of Uruguay’s goods exports were

destined for China, including soybeans, beef and wood

pulp. Uruguay posted a trade surplus of USD 187.1

million with China in the first half of the year, while

importing Chinese machinery, electronics and

chemicals.

Accompanied by a delegation of 150 officials and

business leaders, Orsi also traveled to Shanghai, where

he addressed a China-Uruguay Business and

Investment Forum. There, discussions focused on

expanding cooperation beyond traditional agricultural

exports toward services, technology, artificial

intelligence and green energy. Uruguayan

representatives highlighted interest in attracting long-

term Chinese investment and strengthening value-

added industries. [Global Times]

The visit took place amid heightened geopolitical

tensions in the region, shortly after US military action

in Venezuela and against the backdrop of increased US

scrutiny of China’s role in Latin America [AiR No. 2,

January/2026, 2]. Analysts cited by Reuters noted that

hosting Orsi allowed Beijing to demonstrate continued

engagement with South American partners despite a

more polarized international environment. [Reuters]

[Al Jazeera]

India–Malaysia semiconductor and digital

payment ties upgraded amid strategic

alignment
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(dql) India and Malaysia agreed to deepen cooperation

in semiconductors and digital finance following talks

between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Malaysian

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, marking a further

upgrade of their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,

concluded 2024. The talks were part of Modi’s two-day

visit to the Southeast Asian nation. [Prime Minister’s

Office, India]

Central to the outcome were agreements on

semiconductor collaboration—leveraging Malaysia’s

established role in global chip supply chains—and the

creation of cross-border digital payment linkages to

facilitate trade, remittances, and people-to-people

exchanges.

A key fintech agreement between India’s NPCI

International and Malaysia’s PayNet will enable

interoperable payment systems, reducing transaction

costs for tourists, students, and small businesses. The

two sides also institutionalized the Malaysia–India

Digital Council to coordinate cooperation in areas such

as fintech, digital public infrastructure, artificial

intelligence, cybersecurity, and e-governance. These

initiatives support India’s ambition to become a global

semiconductor manufacturing hub while reinforcing

Malaysia’s position as a critical node in high-tech

supply chains.

On defence and security, discussions included

potential sales of Indian-made Dornier aircraft and

cooperation on maintenance of Sukhoi-30 fighter jets,

reflecting growing defence-industrial ties. The leaders

also issued a strong, joint condemnation of terrorism,

including cross-border terrorism, underscoring India’s

continued diplomatic effort to internationalize the

issue.

Additional measures, including the opening of an

Indian Consulate General and the establishment of a

Thiruvalluvar Centre in Kuala Lumpur, highlight the

importance of the Indian diaspora and cultural

diplomacy. With bilateral trade at roughly USD 20

billion, both governments framed the visit as a step

toward expanding cooperation across defence,

technology, trade, and regional security. [The Tribune]

[Al Jazeera]

India shipped goods worth USD 7.32 billion last year—

largely engineering and petroleum products—

according to the India Brand Equity Foundation. Over

the same period, imports from Malaysia totaled USD

12.54 billion, dominated by minerals, vegetable oils,

and electrical machinery and equipment.
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Business leaders call for upgraded India-Malaysia trade

pact

Meanwhile, leaders from the India-Malaysia CEOs

Forum have urged a formal review and update of the

Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement

(CECA) between the two countries to better reflect

modern economic realities, including digital trade,

fintech, artificial intelligence, resilient supply chains

and services beyond traditional goods.

They recommended broadening the pact’s scope to

cover emerging sectors such as renewable energy and

healthcare, simplifying customs rules, recalibrating

“rules of origin” to help small and medium-sized

businesses, and improving connectivity through

expanded flight and shipping links. The forum also

suggested aligning CECA revisions with the ASEAN-

India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) review to

reduce regulatory barriers and strengthen regional

value-chain integration, especially in electronics and

semiconductors. [The Sun]

India approves USD 175 million support

package, signs seven agreements with

Seychelles

(dql) India has approved a USD 175 million

development package for Seychelles and signed seven

agreements to deepen cooperation across multiple

areas, reinforcing bilateral ties and regional

engagement. The announcement came during a visit to

New Delhi by Seychelles President Patrick Herminie,

where he held talks with Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. [Ministry of External Affairs, India]

The economic assistance consists of a combination of

rupee-denominated credit and grant support aimed at

social housing, e-mobility, health services, vocational

training, defence and maritime security — reflecting

priorities identified by Seychelles itself. The

agreements also cover collaboration on fintech, digital

governance, meteorology, ocean observation, civil

servant training, and cultural exchanges. India plans to

train Seychellois officials and support infrastructure

such as a hydrographic unit and patrol vessel refit,

while gifting ambulances and boats to Seychelles’

services.

The leaders also adopted a joint vision for

sustainability, economic growth and security (SESEL)

that builds on their long-standing partnership. Both

sides reaffirmed shared commitments to maritime

security and stability in the Indian Ocean, underlining
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respect for international law and cooperation against

threats such as piracy and trafficking. [The Times of

India] [Anadolu Ajansı]

India and Seychelles formalised diplomatic relations in

1976, and their economic ties have continued to

expand. In 2024, Seychelles imported goods and

services valued at USD 91.73 million from India, while

its exports to the Indian market amounted to about

USD 2.46 million.

India pairs political engagement with

reconstruction assistance for Sri Lanka

(lm) India signaled continued political and material

support for Sri Lanka through high-level talks and post-

disaster reconstruction assistance.

During a meeting in New Delhi between

representatives of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna—a

left-wing, nationalist political party that leads Sri

Lanka’s current governing alliance—and India’s foreign

minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, New Delhi

reaffirmed that it would remain a reliable partner,

recalling assistance during Sri Lanka’s recent economic

crisis and following Cyclone Ditwah. [Daily Mirror 1]

In parallel, India delivered ten modular Bailey bridges

under a USD 5 million grant as part of a broader USD

450 million reconstruction package, with additional

components expected soon. The bridges—temporary

steel structures used to quickly restore transport links

—are intended to rebuild road connectivity in cyclone-

affected areas, with installation coordinated between

Indian and Sri Lankan military engineers and the

national roads authority. [Daily Mirror 2]

Canada, India to deepen cooperation on

drugs and organized crime

(dql) India and Canada have agreed to station law-

enforcement and security liaison officers in each

other’s countries to improve real-time information-

sharing on drug trafficking—especially fentanyl

precursors—and transnational organized crime.

The decision followed talks on February 7 between

India’s National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and

Canada’s National Security and Intelligence Adviser

Nathalie Drouin, as part of the regular bilateral security

dialogue. [Ministry of External Affairs, India]
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Both sides will also develop a joint work plan to

structure cooperation on national security and law-

enforcement priorities, building on existing agency-to-

agency contacts. The arrangement is intended to make

bilateral communication faster and more operational,

covering not only narcotics and organized crime but

also cybersecurity coordination, as well as continued

engagement on fraud and immigration-related

enforcement, in line with domestic laws and

international commitments.

During the visit, the two sides reviewed progress on

ongoing initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety and

security of their citizens. [The Times of India]

U.S. rescinds punitive tariff on Indian

imports following trade deal

(dql) The United States has removed a 25 percent

punitive tariff on Indian goods that was previously

imposed as a penalty for India’s purchases of Russian

oil. This action was taken through an executive order

signed by President Donald Trump on February 6,

shortly after India and the US agreed on a new bilateral

trade framework that significantly reduces overall

duties on Indian exports to the United States. [The

White House, USA]

Under the emerging trade arrangement, US tariffs on a

broad range of Indian products — previously as high as

50 per cent when the punitive levy was included — are

being lowered to 18 percent, strengthening market

access for Indian exporters.  In exchange, India has

agreed to progressively reduce its imports of Russian

crude oil, a major driver of the earlier tariff measures,

and to ease trade barriers with US goods. [Reuters 1]

[Reuters 2]

In addition, India has signaled plans to import around

USD 500 billion worth of US goods over the next five

years. The proposed import expansion would focus on

energy products, aircraft and aircraft parts, precious

metals, coking coal, and advanced technology goods,

alongside greater trade in high-end technologies such

as GPUs and data-centre equipment. [The Tribune]

While Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed the

framework as significant boost for domestic

manufacturing and job creation, Indian farm unions

and opposition parties have mobilized it, warning it

could undermine the domestic agricultural sector by

opening the market to increased American imports.

Critics plan nationwide protests on February 12,

arguing that lower tariffs on products such as soybean
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oil and apples could undercut Indian growers and

depress rural incomes. They have demanded full

disclosure of the agreement’s details and accused the

government of favoring US agribusinesses. The

opposition Congress party labelled the pact a “total

surrender” on national and farm interests.

Government officials have countered that sensitive

staples like rice, wheat, corn and dairy are protected,

and that some Indian agricultural exports will gain

duty-free access to the US market, but opponents

remain skeptical and see the issue as a major political

flashpoint ahead of broader trade implementation.

[Narendra Modi, X] [Reuters 3] [The Times of India]

India, U.S. foreign ministers underline

deepening India–US strategic and

economic alignment

(dql) On February 3, India’s External Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar held high-level talks in Washington with US

Secretary of State Marco Rubio, building on

momentum from a recently announced India–US trade

agreement that lowers US tariffs on Indian goods to 18

percent. [Ministry of External Affairs, India]

[Department of State, USA]

The meeting took place alongside preparations for the

first Critical Minerals Ministerial, indicative of the

growing strategic weight of economic and resource

cooperation in bilateral ties. The discussions ranged

across critical minerals, energy security, defence,

nuclear cooperation and advanced technologies,

reflecting a shared push to broaden the partnership

beyond trade.

A central focus was collaboration on critical minerals,

seen by both sides as essential for clean energy

transitions, high-tech manufacturing and defence, as

well as for reducing over-reliance on concentrated

global supply chains. [NDTV]

Both ministers also welcomed the impending trade

deal (see article above) — announced the day earlier

by U.S. President Donald Trump and Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi following a phone talk — as a

catalyst for expanding economic engagement and

market access. According to Trump, Modi agreed

during the call to gradually reduce India’s purchases of

Russian oil, prompting Washington to roll back punitive

duties that had been imposed to pressure New Delhi

over its energy ties with Moscow. Modi publicly

confirmed the understanding and welcomed the tariff

cut (see AiR No. 5, February/2026, 1).  
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Jaishankar and Rubio also reaffirmed commitments to

closer cooperation in defence and the Indo-Pacific,

including through the Quad. [The Sunday Guardian]

[NDTV]

Greece, India deepen defense partnership

with five-year industrial cooperation

roadmap

(dql) India and Greece have taken a concrete step

toward deepening their strategic partnership by

signing a Joint Declaration of Intent to expand defense

industrial cooperation, laying the groundwork for a

five-year roadmap. The agreement was concluded

after talks in New Delhi on February 9 between India’s

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh and his Greek

counterpart Nikolaos-Georgios Dendias, alongside the

exchange of a Bilateral Military Cooperation Plan for

2026 that outlines future military engagements

between the two armed forces.

Both sides reaffirmed that their defence ties rest on

shared principles of peace, stability and mutual

respect, and agreed to link India’s Aatmanirbhar

Bharat drive with Greece’s defence modernization

under its “Agenda 2030” reforms to boost indigenous

defence production through joint projects.

As part of the enhanced cooperation, Greece

announced it would deploy an International Liaison

Officer to India’s Information Fusion Centre–Indian

Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in Gurugram, strengthening

maritime information sharing and coordination. [The

Indian Express]

Aatmanirbhar Bharat (“Self-Reliant India”) is a policy

framework launched in 2020 to enhance India’s

economic, industrial, and strategic autonomy. It seeks

to cut import dependence by strengthening domestic

manufacturing and innovation while integrating Indian

firms more firmly into global value chains rather than

promoting isolation.

Iran releases Indian sailors detained after

vessel seizure

(dql) Iran has released eight of the 16 Indian sailors

detained after their vessel, MT Valiant Roar, was seized

in mid-December. Indian officials have been granted

consular access to all crew members, and the released
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sailors will return home after travel formalities are

completed.

New Delhi remains in close contact with Iranian

authorities to secure the release of the remaining

sailors, while the Indian mission has been actively

engaged in ensuring the crew’s welfare and arranging

legal and logistical support in coordination with the

ship-owning company. [The Tribune]

The tanker was seized in Iranian waters in mid-

December, after which Tehran informed the Indian

mission that 16 Indian nationals were among the crew.

Indian authorities sought consular access on

December 14 and have since raised the matter

repeatedly through diplomatic channels in Bandar

Abbas and Tehran, including at ambassadorial level.

The Indian mission has worked to ensure the crew’s

welfare, facilitated communication with families, and

coordinated with Iranian authorities and the UAE-

based ship-owning company to secure legal

representation and essential supplies, while continuing

efforts to obtain the release of the remaining sailors.

India, Mauritius reaffirm cooperation in

the Indian Ocean

(dql) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a

phone conversation with Mauritian Prime Minister

Navinchandra Ramgoolam to take stock of ongoing

bilateral cooperation and to reiterate the importance

both sides attach to their long-standing and close

relationship.

The discussion reviewed progress made since their last

meeting in Varanasi and highlighted the breadth of

cooperation, which Modi described as strongly focused

on people-to-people links and practical collaboration

across multiple sectors.

Both leaders reaffirmed their intention to further

strengthen engagement and coordination, particularly

in pursuit of shared goals related to peace and stability

in the Indian Ocean Region. [Prime Minister, India] [The

Tribune]

Indonesia and Australia sign new security

treaty to deepen defense cooperation

(jn) Indonesia and Australia have signed a new bilateral

security treaty in Jakarta, with Indonesian President

Prabowo Subianto and Australian Prime Minister
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Anthony Albanese formalizing the pact aimed at

strengthening defense cooperation and mutual

consultation on shared security interests. [Reuters]

The treaty commits both countries to regular

consultations on matters affecting their common

security and, if necessary, to “consider measures which

might be taken either individually or jointly” in

response to shared threats, a provision that

significantly elevates bilateral defense cooperation

beyond previous frameworks. Australian officials

described the agreement as the most substantial step

in security relations between the two nations in

decades, reflecting growing strategic concerns across

the Indo-Pacific. At the same time, the pact explicitly

respects Indonesia’s long-standing non-aligned foreign

policy, clarifying that it does not create automatic

military obligations. The agreement also formalizes

practical defense cooperation, including joint training,

exchanges, and institutionalized dialogue at ministerial

and leadership levels, and was signed during a broader

state visit agenda that encompassed discussions on

trade, investment, agriculture, and education.

Under the treaty, both nations agreed to consult

regularly on matters affecting their security and to

consider responses to common threats, with

discussions also touching on broader cooperation in

areas including agriculture, investment, and education

during the state visit. The pact builds on earlier

frameworks of defence cooperation and further

institutionalizes dialogue at both leader and ministerial

levels. [Antara] [The Jakarta Post]

Japan dispatches election observer

mission to Bangladesh ahead of February

12 polls

(dql) Japan decided las week to send an 11-member

election observer mission to Bangladesh from

February 9 through February 14, ahead of

Bangladesh’s general election on February 12.

Japan moves to deepen support for

Ukraine  

(dql) Japan and Ukraine are nearing an

intergovernmental agreement to facilitate the transfer

of defense equipment and technologies between the

two governments. The initiative is intended to simplify

collaboration, including possible joint production and
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localization of defence systems, and supports broader

security cooperation, according to Ukrainian officials.

The move comes amid a broader trend of deepening

ties between Tokyo and Kyiv. Japan has steadily

expanded its support for Ukraine — from non-lethal

and logistical aid to broader security engagement —

and Ukrainian leaders have signaled a desire to evolve

current support into a longer-term strategic

partnership. [Militarnyi]

Separately, the United Nations Industrial Development

Organization (UNIDO) has concluded grant agreements

with 47 Japanese firms to conduct feasibility studies for

testing their technologies and business models in

Ukraine as part of a flagship initiative to support

Ukraine’s post-war industrial reconstruction and

modernization.

The project, funded by the Japanese government, aims

to introduce advanced solutions across agriculture,

energy, ICT, water infrastructure, circular economy,

telemedicine, and other sectors.

Over 30,000 Ukrainians are expected to benefit

through skills development and technology adoption.

Companies whose feasibility studies meet criteria will

progress to pilot demonstrations in collaboration with

Ukrainian partners. [UN]

In addition, Japan plans to become a participant in

NATO’s Prioritised Ukraine Requirements List (PURL)

initiative, a mechanism launched in July 2025 that

enables partner countries to fund the purchase of U.S.-

made ammunition, equipment, and other resources

for Ukraine amid ongoing Russian aggression.

Japan has informed NATO members and Ukrainian

authorities of its intention to join and is expected to

formalize its participation soon. Under this plan, Tokyo

will allocate funding for non-lethal military equipment

such as radar systems and body armor, in line with

Japanese legal restrictions on exporting lethal

weapons. Japanese participation is portrayed as a key

political and material boost to Ukraine’s defence

efforts. [RBC-Ukraine]

China, Mongolia hold banking and

financial cooperation roundtable

(fs) The 10th China-Mongolia Banking and Financial

Cooperation Roundtable was held on January 29 in

Shanghai. The meeting brought together senior

officials from the Bank of Mongolia, the People’s Bank
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of China, and representatives of banking and financial

institutions from both countries.

Chinese officials highlighted progress in bilateral

financial cooperation, including the implementation of

the bilateral currency swap agreement, steady growth

in settlements conducted in national currencies, direct

participation of Mongolian commercial banks in

China’s Cross-Border Interbank Payment System, and

the introduction of cross-border QR code payments.

The Mongolian side emphasized the strategic and

practical importance of strengthening financial

cooperation with China, given Mongolia’s economic

structure and foreign trade profile, and noted

increased use of the Chinese yuan in international

settlements.

Discussions focused on expanding the use of national

currencies in trade and investment, improving

payment infrastructure, enhancing clearing and

settlement mechanisms, increasing the effectiveness

of swap arrangements, and deepening cooperation in

digital finance and central bank digital currencies. The

parties agreed to further intensify technical

cooperation, training, and exchanges, and to hold the

next roundtable meeting in Mongolia.

First launched in 2003, the roundtable has been

organized alternately in Mongolia and China and has

become an established platform for expanding

bilateral financial cooperation, enhancing information

exchange, and sharing practical experience between

the two countries. [iToim]

India, Mongolia reaffirm commitment to

deepen strategic partnership

(fs) Deputy Minister of Foreign Relations of Mongolia

Amartuvshin Gombosuren met with Indian

Ambassador to Mongolia Atul Malhari on February 6 to

discuss the development of bilateral relations and

cooperation.

The meeting included exchanges on planned high-level

visits in 2026, ongoing and future projects, and

opportunities to enhance regional and international

engagement. Gombosuren outlined priorities for

strengthening the Strategic Partnership and expanding

cooperation across multiple areas. Malhari reiterated

India’s commitment to working closely with the

Mongolian government to advance cooperation in

political, economic, educational, and cultural fields.

[Montsame]
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Japan, Mongolia reaffirm commitment to

strengthening special strategic

partnership

(fs) Speaker of the Mongolian Parliament Uchral Nyam-

Osor met with Japan’s Ambassador to Mongolia

Igawahara Masaru on February 6 to discuss the

deepening of bilateral relations and cooperation

between the two countries.

Nyam-Osor stressed that strengthening ties with Japan,

described as Mongolia’s Special Strategic Partner,

remains a priority of Mongolia’s foreign policy. He

highlighted the importance of exchanging legislative

experience and reinforcing inter-parliamentary

cooperation, particularly through parliamentary

friendship groups.

Masaru reaffirmed Japan’s commitment to

strengthening the Special Strategic Partnership,

expressing support for expanded cooperation in 2026,

including inter-parliamentary ties, banking reforms,

artificial intelligence, information technology, and

investment-related legal frameworks. [Montsame]

Laos–China power line fully connected,

operations set for April

(ms) Laos and China have completed the physical

connection of the Laos–China 500 kilovolt (kV) cross-

border power transmission line, marking a new stage

in bilateral energy cooperation, with full commercial

operations expected to begin in April.

Authorities said the interconnection was finalized on

February 5, allowing both countries to proceed with

final testing and system integration ahead of the

planned launch. Once operational, the line will enable

two-way electricity transmission between Laos and

China, supporting regional power trade and grid

stability.

According to project officials, the line will have a

transmission capacity of up to 1.5 million kilowatts and

is expected to carry approximately 3 billion kilowatt-

hours of electricity annually. The project is projected to

reduce carbon emissions by about 2.5 million metric

tons per year by facilitating greater use of hydropower

and other renewable energy sources across the

Lancang–Mekong region. [The Laotian Times]
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Lao government signs digital cooperation

agreements with UAE firms

(ms) The Lao government has signed two major

technology cooperation agreements with companies

from the United Arab Emirates, marking a step forward

in its efforts to advance digital development and

strengthen cyber resilience.

The memorandums of understanding were signed on

the sidelines of the 2026 World Government Summit in

Dubai and witnessed by Deputy Prime Minister

Saleumxay Kommasith. The agreements focus on

digital infrastructure, artificial intelligence,

cybersecurity, and digital finance.

One partnership centers on the establishment of an

ASEAN-focused digital and artificial intelligence hub in

Laos, aimed at supporting innovation, skills

development, and regional cooperation in emerging

technologies. A second agreement targets the

strengthening of cybersecurity frameworks and the

digital financial ecosystem, reflecting growing concern

over data protection and secure online transactions.

[Lao News Agency]

Malaysia and South Korea sign MOU to

combat transnational crimes

(tl) Malaysia and South Korea have signed the

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to strength

police cooperation in tackling transnational crimes,

particularly online scams and cyber-related crimes. The

agreement includes faster information sharing, and

joint police operations on arrest and repatriation of

suspects.

During talks held in Seoul, South Korea’s acting

commissioner general of the National Police Agency,

invited his Malaysian counterpart to join Korea-led

global investigative body aimed at combating emerging

cybercrimes.

The move comes amid the growing concerns in South

Korea over criminal syndicates operating in Southeast

Asia, following reports of its nationals being abducted

and forced to work in scam centers in Cambodia.

[Malay Mail]
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Malaysia and China to establish an

institute to boost TVET education

(tl) Malaysia plans to establish the Malaysia-China

Institute (MCI) to enhance bilateral strategic

cooperation, particularly in high-impact Technical and

Vocational Education and Training (TVET). Deputy

Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said the initiative,

discussed with China’s Ambassador Ouyang Yujing, will

initially operate at existing GIATMARA facilities in

Bagan Datuk before moving to a permanent 60-acre

campus, accommodating up to 2,000 students.

The institute will focus on 18 priority TVET fields,

including automotive, electric vehicles, robotics, solar

energy, industrial automation, IoT, and

agrotechnology, as well as collaboration on human

capital development, with plans to send Mandarin

instructors and develop mobility programs for

students and trainers. Both countries agreed to set up

a Joint Working Committee to facilitate knowledge

exchange, training, and industry-relevant talent

development. [Malay Mail]

Germany, Malaysia to strengthen defense

ties

(tl) Malaysia and Germany have reaffirmed their

commitment to deepen bilateral defense relations,

with plans to raise cooperation to a more strategic

level. This was discussed during a meeting between

Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin and

German Ambassador Silke Riecken-Daerr. 

Both sides are working towards finalizing a Joint

Declaration of Intent (JDOI) at the sideline of the

Munich Security Conference (MSC) 2026, discussions

also covered defense industry collaboration aligned

with Malaysia’s National Defense Industry Policy(DIPN),

Germany’s support through its Enable and Enhance

(E&E) Initiative, proposals to upgrade Malaysian army

training facilities, and potential German participation in

the Defense Security Asia (DSA) 2026 exhibition.

The discussions highlighted shared priorities in

regional security, capacity-building, and sustainable

defence development. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia and Saudi Arabia to sign defense

cooperation
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(tl) Malaysia and Saudi Arabia are expected to ink a

defense cooperation agreement during Defense

Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin’s official working

visit to Saudi Arabia this week. The visit will also see

the signing of several memoranda of understanding

(MOUs) involving Malaysian defense industry

companies. 

Mohamed Khaled is scheduled to hold bilateral talks

with Saudi Defense Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman

Al Saud and will attend the World Defense Show (WDS)

2026 in Riyadh from February 8 to 12. [Malay Mail]

Maldivian president departs for Germany

on five-day official visit

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu departed on February

9 for a five-day official visit to Germany at the invitation

of German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, aimed

at strengthening political and economic ties with a key

European partner.

He is scheduled to hold talks with Steinmeier and other

senior officials and attend a business forum focused

on expanding trade and investment. In Berlin, Muizzu

will also speak at Humboldt University on the Maldives’

climate adaptation efforts and at the German Council

on Foreign Relations on the strategic importance of

oceans in foreign policy, highlighting Malé’s emphasis

on climate and maritime diplomacy.

The visit coincides with the 60th anniversary of

diplomatic relations between the two countries. [The

Sun]

Mongolia, United States discuss steps to

deepen strategic partnership

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Batmunkh

Battsetseg met with U.S. Deputy Secretary of State

Christopher Landau on February 5 to discuss ways to

strengthen bilateral relations and expand cooperation.

The two sides exchanged views on enhancing political

trust and increasing the frequency of high-level

exchanges. Discussions covered cooperation in trade,

the economy, investment, mining, energy, and other

sectors, as well as the importance of expanding

people-to-people ties. The officials also reviewed

regional and international issues within the framework

of the Mongolia-U.S. Strategic Third Neighbourhood

Partnership. [GoGo]
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Mongolia's Third Neighbor policy is a foreign policy

strategy designed to balance its geopolitical position

between its two immediate neighbors, Russia and

China, by strengthening economic, political, and

strategic ties with developed, democratic nations like

the USA, Japan, South Korea, India, or the EU.

Meanwhile, that same day, a grant was signed between

Mongolia and the United States, provided by the U.S.

Trade and Development Agency (USTDA), to facilitate

technical assistance for the launch of direct flights.

The project, valued at USD 2.6 million, aims to enhance

aviation safety standards and improve institutional and

technical readiness for direct air services. USTDA will

provide USD 2.2 million in funding, while private

partners will contribute USD 390,000 in co-financing.

[GoGo]

UK Parliament re-establishes all-party

parliamentary group on Mongolia

(fs) An All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on

Mongolia has been newly established in the UK

Parliament, with its inaugural meeting held on

February 2, and attended by Mongolian Ambassador

Enkhsukh Battumur. The group is chaired by member

of parliament (MP) James Wild, with MP Catherine West

as Vice-Chair.

Members discussed the future direction of Mongolia-

United Kingdom relations and expressed interest in

receiving detailed briefings on Mongolia’s policies

related to critical minerals, renewable energy,

environmental protection, gender equality, and

security.

The APPG on Mongolia was first established in 1995

and played a supportive role in parliamentary

engagement with Mongolia, particularly during its

political and economic transition. Its re-establishment

follows revised UK parliamentary rules that restrict the

formation of new APPGs, underscoring continued

parliamentary interest in strengthening bilateral

cooperation with Mongolia. [Montsame]

U.S. renews Myanmar emergency to keep

sanctions on military regime in place

(dql) The United States has renewed its national

emergency designation on Myanmar for another year,

a procedural step that keeps U.S. sanctions on the
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military junta legally in force. The emergency was first

declared after the February 2021 coup that overthrew

Myanmar’s elected government and has been

extended annually on the grounds that the junta’s

actions continue to undermine regional stability,

human rights, and U.S. foreign policy interests.

By extending the emergency, Washington preserves

existing measures targeting the military leadership and

its financial and logistical networks, including

restrictions linked to aviation fuel and dealings with

junta-connected entities.

At the same time, the U.S. has reaffirmed its intention

to channel humanitarian assistance through non-junta

actors, directing funds toward cross-border aid, civil

society support, documentation of abuses, and

accountability efforts, while explicitly barring any

benefit to the military authorities. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar deepens defense ties with

Russia under new five-year military pact

(dql) Myanmar have formalized a new five-year

defense cooperation agreement with Russia,

reinforcing a strategic partnership that analysts say

has been central to the junta’s survival since the 2021

coup.

Announced following a visit by Russian security chief

Sergei Shoigu last week, the pact — set to run until

2030— commits the two sides to deeper military

collaboration, though neither government has

disclosed specific details. [The Irrawaddy] [The Moscow

Times]

Since seizing power, Myanmar’s generals have

depended heavily on external backing from Russia and

China to sustain operations against a broad array of

resistance groups. Russian-supplied combat aircraft

have played a key role in the junta’s air campaign,

which has helped blunt rebel advances but has also

drawn international condemnation for strikes that

have reportedly killed civilians. Some conflict monitors

further allege that Myanmar has provided military

equipment to Russia in return, amid Moscow’s war in

Ukraine.

The agreement comes as Myanmar’s military seeks to

project an image of political normalization following a

tightly controlled election that delivered an

overwhelming victory to the military-aligned Union

Solidarity and Development Party (see article in this

edition).
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The vote was widely dismissed by opposition forces

and foreign governments as neither inclusive nor

credible, given the exclusion of jailed opposition leader

Aung San Suu Kyi, the dissolution of her party, and the

inability to hold polling in large rebel-held areas.

[Channel News Asia]

India and Nepal prepare to sign cross-

border criminal justice cooperation pact

(lm) Nepal and India are preparing to sign an

Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance on Criminal

Matters, creating a formal legal framework for

evidence sharing, investigations, prosecutions, and

coordinated action against cross-border crimes such as

terrorism, trafficking, smuggling, cybercrime, and

financial fraud. The pact, negotiated for years and

agreed in principle at the home secretary level in 2025,

is intended to replace the current ad hoc

arrangements that have complicated extraditions and

evidence transfers since older bilateral treaties lapsed.

The remaining hesitation is political timing: authorities

are weighing whether signing the deal before Nepal’s

March elections could trigger domestic criticism,

despite broad bureaucratic support. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepalese president concludes visit to

Japan

(lm) Nepalese President Ramchandra Paudel

concluded a four-day official visit to Japan to mark the

70th anniversary of Nepal–Japan diplomatic relations,

holding meetings with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi,

Emperor Naruhito, and senior foreign affairs officials in

Tokyo. Discussions focused on expanding bilateral

cooperation in development assistance, trade, and

investment.

The president described Japan as one of Nepal’s

principal development partners and cited ongoing

support through grants, concessional loans, technical

assistance, and multilateral programs in human

resource development, health, agriculture,

infrastructure, environmental protection, and cultural

preservation. He stated that Nepal has introduced

legal and institutional reforms to improve the business

climate and attract foreign investment, and requested

continued Japanese support as Nepal prepares to
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graduate from least developed country status. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Belarus’s state-owned truck

manufacturer taps North Korean parts

(dql) Investigative sources report that Belarus’s state-

owned Minsk Automobile Plant (MAZ)—already under

Western sanctions due to its role supplying vehicles

and components to military users—has set up supply

channels to receive automotive parts from North

Korea, routed via Chinese intermediaries, to support

military production for both Belarus and Russia.

These imports include steering systems, suspension

components, and electronic modules, often formalized

under civilian descriptions to hide their true use.

Analysts say this activity helps Minsk and Moscow

circumvent international sanctions — including UN

bans on trade with North Korean entities —, bolstering

defense industry supply chains amid the Russia-

Ukraine war. [Militarnyi]

The report comes as North Korea has joined Belarus,

Russia, Iran, and Myanmar in coauthoring a joint

statement that calls for launching an “inclusive

consultative process” to develop a Eurasian Charter of

Diversity and Multipolarity in the 21st Century.

Although the initiative has been led by Minsk and

Moscow and has been under discussion since late

2023, Pyongyang’s participation signals its willingness

to be formally associated with a Russia-backed effort

to advance an alternative Eurasian political and

security vision.

Notably, North Korean state media have so far

remained silent on the statement, suggesting a

cautious approach to public messaging despite

substantive involvement. [Belta] [38 North]

North Korean troops continue fighting

alongside Russian forces near Ukraine

border

(dql) North Korean troops are continuing to operate

alongside Russian forces in the war against Ukraine,

with deployments concentrated in Russia’s Kursk

region near the Ukrainian border, according to

Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate (HUR).
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Ukrainian intelligence claims that these forces are

directly involved in combat-related activities, including

artillery and multiple-launch rocket fire,

reconnaissance missions, and strike coordination,

contributing to attacks launched from Russian territory

against nearby Ukrainian areas.

HUR assesses that Pyongyang’s deployment is not

limited to manpower support but also serves a training

and capability-building purpose, particularly in

exposing North Korean forces to modern warfare

practices such as drone operations and battlefield

coordination. Ukrainian officials argue that gaining real

combat experience—especially with drones—appears

to be a central motivation behind North Korea’s

participation. [United 24 Media] [The Kyiv

Independent]

The presence of North Korean troops is indicative of

the deepening military partnership between

Pyongyang and Moscow amid the prolonged conflict.

This follows earlier reports that thousands of North

Korean personnel have been sent to Russia under

bilateral arrangements, with some rotated back home

to pass on battlefield experience, potentially

strengthening North Korea’s own military capabilities

beyond the Ukraine theater.

Bangladesh and Pakistan explore railways

cooperation

(lm) Bangladesh and Pakistan have discussed

expanding technical and institutional cooperation in

the railways sector, signaling a gradual deepening of

bilateral ties after years of limited engagement. During

a visit to Lahore, Bangladesh’s secretary for

international organizations and the high commissioner

to Pakistan toured Pakistan Railways’ main workshop

facilities and reviewed maintenance, rehabilitation,

and locomotive manufacturing processes. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s navy chief visits Malaysia to

deepen operational cooperation and

maritime security coordination

(lm) Pakistan’s navy chief, Admiral Naveed Ashraf,

visited Malaysia for talks with the Royal Malaysian Navy

focused on expanding operational cooperation,

training, and joint responses to maritime security risks.

Discussions covered closer coordination, information-

sharing, and patrol activities, while Pakistan
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highlighted its role in regional maritime security

missions. Ashraf also called for stronger cooperation

between the two countries’ hydrographic offices

through training and technical exchanges. [Arab News]

Navies of Pakistan and Azerbaijan expand

defense cooperation and training

exchanges

(lm) Pakistan and Azerbaijan agreed to strengthen

bilateral naval cooperation during talks in Islamabad

between the commanders of their navies, focusing on

training exchanges, professional cooperation, and

regional maritime security.

The discussions took place during a visit by the

commander of the Azerbaijan Naval Forces to

Pakistan’s Naval Headquarters, where both sides

reviewed the scope of existing defense ties and agreed

to expand engagement through structured training

and defense cooperation mechanisms. The meeting

followed earlier high-level naval contacts in 2025 and

comes amid broader Pakistan–Azerbaijan defense and

economic engagement, including parallel discussions

on investment and energy cooperation. [Arab News]

Pakistan and Jordan pursue preferential

trade agreement and expand sectoral

economic cooperation

(lm) Pakistan and Jordan agreed to negotiate a

preferential trade agreement (PTA), a framework that

reduces tariffs and eases market access, and to

expand bilateral cooperation across 16 priority sectors

during a meeting of the Pakistan–Jordan Inter-

ministerial Commission in Islamabad on February 5.

The areas identified include trade and investment,

industry, banking and finance, agriculture and

livestock, energy, mineral resources, maritime affairs,

climate, health, technology, education, and labor

mobility. Both sides also decided to establish a joint

working group and a Pakistan–Jordan Business Council

to accelerate trade facilitation and private-sector

investment. The next commission meeting is

scheduled to be held in Jordan in 2027. [Arab News]

Pakistani and Saudi private groups launch

USD 500 million joint venture platform
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(lm) Private-sector organizations from Pakistan and

Saudi Arabia agreed to establish the “Saudi–Pakistan

Bridge Initiative,” a bilateral investment platform

targeting projects worth USD 500 million across

energy, mining, logistics, agribusiness, healthcare,

technology, and manufacturing. The platform, created

through a memorandum of understanding between

the Pakistan Regional Economic Forum and Saudi

Bridge, is designed to accelerate cross-border capital

flows, facilitate market entry, and match investors and

firms in both countries. [Arab News]

Pakistan and UAE expand policing,

counterterrorism financing, and anti-

money laundering cooperation

(lm) Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)

agreed to deepen bilateral cooperation in policing,

counterterrorism financing, and financial crime

investigations following meetings between the two

interior ministries on the sidelines of the World

Governments Summit in Dubai. Planned measures

include exchange programs between police services,

development of a joint strategy to counter online

terrorism and terrorism financing, and expanded

operational coordination. [Arab News 1]

Separately, Pakistan’s National Accountability Bureau

(NAB), the federal anti-corruption and asset recovery

authority, is negotiating a mutual legal assistance

framework with the UAE to address money laundering

and illegal offshore asset holdings. A NAB delegation is

scheduled to travel to Dubai to sign a memorandum of

understanding with the UAE Accountability Authority

for joint investigations and information sharing.

Pakistani authorities previously cited a 2018 court

submission estimating Pakistani-owned assets in the

UAE at approximately USD 150 billion. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan engages eastern Libyan

authorities on defense cooperation and

plans Benghazi consulate

(lm) A senior delegation from eastern Libya met Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Pakistan’s military

leadership in Islamabad to discuss expanded bilateral

cooperation, including security and defense ties. The

delegation included Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar,

commander of the Libyan National Army (LNA), the

force controlling eastern and southern Libya, as well as

senior civilian and military officials. Separate meetings
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were held with Pakistan’s army chief and air force

leadership to address professional military

cooperation, training, and capability development.

The engagement follows reports that Pakistan agreed

in December to a defense package valued at

approximately USD 4 billion, including JF-17 fighter

aircraft and Super Mushshak trainers, making it one of

Pakistan’s largest recorded arms export deals. Pakistan

is also reportedly in discussions to open a consulate in

Benghazi, the LNA’s administrative center, which would

provide a formal diplomatic presence in eastern Libya.

Libya has been divided since the 2014 civil war

between a United Nations-recognized government in

Tripoli in the west and the LNA-led authorities in the

east and south. The country has been subject to a

United Nations arms embargo since 2011, requiring

approval for weapons transfers. Sources indicated the

proposed consulate is linked to the defense

cooperation and would place Pakistan among a limited

number of states maintaining representation in

Benghazi. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Philippines seeks to expand its

agricultural trade with Japan

(ab) Philippine Agriculture Secretary Francisco P. Tiu

Laurel met with Norikazu Suzuki, Japan’s new

Agriculture Minister and the Senior Vice President of

the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) to

discuss future cooperation in agriculture sector for the

two countries.

According to a news release from the Philippines’

Department of Agriculture, Secretary Tiu Laurel and his

counterparts explored the opportunities to boost

bilateral trade ties, including a proposal of new market

access for pomelos from the Philippines and an

expedited entry for Japanese grapes. Secretary Tiu

Laurel also expressed interests in cooperating with

Japan through the Memorandum of Cooperation to

include fisheries. Minister Suzuki welcomed the idea

and agreed to discuss more at the Second Joint

Committee on Agriculure meeting between Japan and

the Philippines in June 2026.

Furthermore, a new grant agreement between Japan

and the Philippines is set to be finalized and signed

within February. The grant agreement will allow Japan

to fund the Philippines’ Rice Processing System for the

National Food Authority warehouse in Cauayan City,

Isabela. With the additional four grain dryers, a new

rice mill, and four silos, the well-equipped facility will
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help reduce post-harvest losses, enhance the quality of

rice productions, and maintain the year-round rice

buffer stocks.

To advance the Philippines’ relationship with JICA,

Secretary Tiu Laurel sought the agency’s support for

some prioritized projects, including the modernization

plan of small-scale fisheries, Magat Dam rehabilitation,

the expansion project for market-driven vegetable

value chain, a nationwide study on basic commodity

distribution, and food logistics hubs. Secretary Tiu

Laurel aimed to develop food logistics hubs modeled

after Japan’s advanced systems for grain, fish, and

meat distribution.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of diplomatic

normalization between Japan and the Philippines. Both

sides wish to strengthen bilateral agriculture relations

to enhance food security, tighten cooperation and

trade deals, and modernize each other’s agricultural

and fisheries sectors. [Department of Agriculture]

[Inquirer.net]

Philippines, Brazil explore closer defense

cooperation as new attaché takes post

(ms) The Department of National Defense has held

talks with Brazil’s newly appointed defense attaché to

explore ways to deepen military cooperation, as Manila

continues to broaden its network of security partners.

Philippine officials outlined the country’s

Comprehensive Archipelagic Defense Concept, which

emphasizes protecting territorial waters and sea lines

of communication, and said Manila was seeking

engagement with “like-minded partners” to support a

rules-based international order.

Brazil was cited as an important contributor to the

Armed Forces of the Philippines’ ongoing

modernization program, with defense officials raising

the possibility of technology exchanges in support of

the country’s self-reliant defense posture. Brazil’s

aerospace firm Embraer previously supplied the

Philippine Air Force with A-29B Super Tucano aircraft,

and Manila has signaled interest in further

acquisitions.

Brazil is currently the Philippines’ only formal defense

partner in Latin America. The two countries signed a

memorandum of understanding on defense

cooperation in 2022.
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The meeting comes as the Philippines looks to diversify

its defense relationships amid persistent tensions with

China in the South China Sea, where encounters

between Chinese and Philippine vessels have

increased in recent years. [Philstar] [SunStar]

South Korea and China discuss

resumption of suspended joint maritime

drills

(co) China and South Korea have discussed resuming

joint maritime search-and-rescue drills that have been

suspended for about 15 years, during working-level

defense policy talks held on February 5 in Beijing.

The humanitarian drills, first launched in 2005 in the

Yellow Sea, were curtailed amid strained bilateral ties

following expanded U.S.–South Korea military

exercises and the deployment of the THAAD missile

defense system.

The talks mark the first in-person working-level

defense meeting between the two sides in four years

and included agreements to restore defense

cooperation and expand communication channels.

[Stars and Stripes]

South Korea and China strengthen

cooperation on IP protection

(co) South Korea’s customs authorities held talks with

their Chinese counterparts in Beijing to discuss

concrete measures for strengthening cooperation on

intellectual property protection, following a

memorandum of understanding signed last month on

the sidelines of a summit between President Lee Jae

Myung and Xi Jinping (see AiR No. 1, January/2026, 1).

The two sides agreed to upgrade working-level

consultations to director general–level talks, with the

first session to be held in South Korea.

China has stepped up enforcement against counterfeit

goods bearing South Korean brands and will share

enforcement results, enabling South Korea to improve

early detection of fake products and suspend customs

clearance when necessary. [Yonhap News Agency]
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Malaysia, South Korea ramp up efforts to

combat transnational crime centers

(co) South Korea and Malaysia have agreed to

strengthen cooperation against transnational scam

crimes, particularly those operating from Southeast

Asia.

The agreement was signed between the National

Police Agency of South Korea and the Royal Malaysia

Police, enabling intelligence sharing on scam

compounds, joint operations, asset seizure and fugitive

extradition, while seeking to prevent criminals from

relocating after crackdowns.

Both sides also committed to closer collaboration on

tracking illicit financial flows and addressing emerging

cybercrime threats amid a sharp rise in online scam

losses in both countries. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea seeks joint management of

demilitarized zone with US amid armistice

concerns

(dql) South Korea has proposed to the United States a

new arrangement to jointly oversee parts of the

southern side of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), as

Seoul seeks greater authority over civilian access to the

border area dividing the two Koreas.

The proposal, put forward by the defense ministry,

would shift some control away from the US-led United

Nations Command (UNC), which currently administers

the buffer zone under the 1953 armistice that halted

the Korean War.

After the UNC objected to Seoul’s initial plan (see AiR

No. 5, February/2026, 1), South Korean officials

suggested a revised framework under which the South

Korean military would manage entry to areas south of

the internal barbed-wire fence within the DMZ.

The issue has gained momentum amid legislative

efforts to grant the South Korean government

authority over nonmilitary access to the zone, a move

publicly supported by Unification Minister Chung

Dong-young. Chung has linked the initiative to

President Lee Jae Myung’s broader push to revive inter-

Korean engagement, including reopening sections of

the DMZ Peace Trail. [Anadolu Ajansı] [The Korea

Herald]
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The UNC, established in 1953, is a multinational

military force under the auspices of the UN that

administers the DMZ and enforces the Armistice

Agreement signed in the same year. It’s also

responsible for coordinating allied forces and

facilitating diplomacy between North and South Korea.

The UNC commander has almost always been a senior

U.S. officer. While arrangements have evolved over

time, UNC command itself remains under a U.S.

general, reflecting the U.S. role as the principal

contributor and organizer of the command under the

1953 Armistice.

South Korea and U.S. hold regular Buddy

Squadron military exercise

(co) South Korea and U.S. military are holding a joint

aerial military exercise, called “Buddy Squadron”, from

January 9 to 13 at the Osan Air Base in Pyeongtaek,

Gyeoggi Province, a recurring bilateral exercise aimed

at strengthening combined air operations.

The training focuses on joint flying, tactical exchanges

and interoperability, marking a notable iteration in

which the two units conduct combined missions

involving ROKAF F-35As and U.S. F-16s. [The Korea

Times] [Osan Air Base]

South Korea’s Hanwha Aerospace

proposes integrated defense solution to

Canada

(co) Hanwha Aerospace, South Korea’s biggest defense

company, proposed an integrated ground defense

solution to Canada’s secretary of state for defense

procurement, Stephen Fuhr, during his visit to the

company’s production facilities in Changwon last week.

During the visit, the Canadian delegation reviewed

production lines and live demonstrations of the K9

self-propelled howitzer, Chunmoo multiple rocket

launcher and Redback armored vehicle, with Hanwha

proposing a combined firepower and maneuver

package and a partnership to develop local defense

manufacturing in Canada.

On the sidelines of the visit, Hanwha signed numerous

strategic MOUs with Canadian companies spanning

steel, space, AI, and advanced technologies in support
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of the Canadian Patrol Submarine Project (CPSP).

[Hanwha Group]

The visit came as Canada advances major military

modernization programs, including an accelerated

infantry vehicle rollout and a separate submarine

procurement in which Hanwha Ocean remains a

finalist. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea and Saudi Arabia strengthen

cooperation in defense research and

development

(co) South Korea and Saudi Arabia signed a

memorandum of understanding to deepen

cooperation in defense research and development

during talks between their defense ministers in Riyadh

last week.

The agreement was concluded as Defense Minister

Ahn Gyu-back met his Saudi counterpart, Khalid bin

Salman Al Saud, calling for mutually beneficial and

forward-looking collaboration in defense technology

and the arms industry. The agreement includes the

establishment of a joint committee for defense

research and development as well as a working group

for joint research and production of weapons systems.

Ahn also attended the World Defense Show in Riyadh,

where dozens of South Korean defense firms are

showcasing their products. [Yonhap News Agency]

[KBS]

Taiwan’s TSMC to produce 3nm chips at

second Japan fab amid AI demand

(yl) Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. (TSMC)

announced that it will produce 3-nanometer chips at

its second, still-under-construction plant in Kumamoto,

Japan, upgrading the facility’s original plan to focus on

more advanced processes in response to surging AI

demand.

The plan was confirmed during a meeting between

TSMC CEO C.C. Wei and Japanese Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi, who described the move as significant from

an economic security perspective and signaled Tokyo’s

willingness to provide financial support.

The second fab, scheduled to come online in late 2027,

was initially intended to manufacture 6- to 12-nm
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chips. Japanese media reported that the shift to 3nm

technology will raise total investment in the plant to

USD 17 billion, underscoring deepening Taiwan-Japan

cooperation in advanced semiconductor supply chains.

[Focus Taiwan]

U.S. approves USD 1.45 billion defense and

security support package for Taiwan in

2026 spending law

(dql) U.S. President Donald Trump has signed the

Consolidated Appropriations Act for 2026, which

includes USD 1.45 billion in funding to support

Taiwan’s defense and security cooperation with the

United States.

The package allocates USD 1 billion for the Taiwan

Security Cooperation Initiative to bolster Taiwan’s

armed forces and civilian security agencies, USD 150

million for replacing defense equipment and covering

reimbursable services, and USD 300 million in Foreign

Military Financing specifically for Taiwan.

Under the law, these funds are available through

September 30, 2027, and require quarterly reporting to

U.S. defense committees on their use.

The legislation also includes a provision barring

expenditure on maps that inaccurately show Taiwan as

part of China. [Taiwan News]

U.S. lawmakers move to ease restrictions

on space cooperation with Taiwan

(dql) In a move reflecting growing U.S.–Taiwan scientific

engagement amid broader strategic competition with

China, a U.S. House Appropriations Committee

advanced a spending bill that includes a provision to

ease restrictions on space cooperation between the

United States and Taiwan.

The measure, known as the Taiwan and American

Space Assistance Act, aims to lift barriers created by

the U.S.’s “one-China” policy so that NASA and the

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA) can collaborate directly with the Taiwan Space

Agency and allow U.S. personnel exchanges with

Taiwanese space organizations.

Supporters of the amendment say it would deepen

scientific and technological ties with Taipei, aid joint
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work on satellites, space exploration, and atmospheric

research, and demonstrate a strong U.S. commitment

to partnership with Taiwan.

Taiwan has been investing heavily in its space sector,

including plans for satellites and domestic launch

infrastructure, making the cooperation potentially

mutually beneficial. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan rejects U.S. calls to relocate 40

percent of chip production

(dql) The Taiwanese government firmly rejected recent

U.S. suggestions that up to 40 percent of its

semiconductor manufacturing capacity should be

relocated to the United States, calling such a move

“impossible.”

Vice Premier Cheng Li-chiun said the island’s

semiconductor ecosystem—built over decades—is too

complex and deeply rooted to be uprooted and moved

elsewhere, although Taiwanese firms can still increase

investment in the U.S. without shifting the bulk of

production.

Cheng made the remarks in a televised interview

responding to comments from U.S. Commerce

Secretary Howard Lutnick, who has promoted

reshoring chip production for national security and

supply-chain diversification and advocated for the

United States to achieve a larger share of advanced

semiconductor manufacturing. [Reuters]

Washington and Taipei recently agreed to cut tariffs on

Taiwanese exports and to boost Taiwanese investment

in U.S. chip facilities, but Taipei insists that Taiwan will

remain the core hub for advanced chipmaking (see AiR

No. 3, January/2026, 3).

Taiwan to build pilot-scale rare earth

production line as U.S. supply chain

cooperation deepens

(acl) On February 3, Taiwan’s Minister of Economic

Affairs Kung Ming-hsin said Taiwan plans to establish a

pilot-scale rare earth production line within three years

that could meet around 50 percent of domestic

demand, following the sixth Taiwan–U.S. Economic

Prosperity Partnership Dialogue (EPPD) in Washington.

The dialogue focused on supply chain security, critical
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minerals cooperation, third-country cooperation, and

bilateral economic ties.

Although Taiwan lacks significant rare earth reserves,

Kung said both sides agreed to strengthen cooperation

in the mining and refining of critical minerals, recycling

technologies for electronic waste, and third-country

production.

The Ministry of Economic Affairs is supporting the

Industrial Technology Research Institute (ITRI) in

developing indigenous rare earth technologies and

experimental production lines. Taiwan has already

completed trial production technology, designed to

meet roughly one-third of domestic demand, and aims

to scale up to a pilot-scale production line within three

years to supply about half of domestic demand.

Kung added that the U.S. is willing to help Taiwan

secure access to raw materials and work with Taiwan

and other partners to develop rare earth production in

third countries. U.S. officials also expressed interest in

replicating Taiwan’s model in partner countries once it

matures to strengthen the resilience of global rare

earth supply chains. [Focus Taiwan]

U.S. House passes bill to exclude China

from global finance if Taiwan threatened

(yl) The U.S. House of Representatives passed the

PROTECT Taiwan Act by a 395-2 vote, directing

Washington to remove China from major international

financial institutions if Chinese actions are deemed to

threaten Taiwan’s security or social and economic

system.

Under the bill, the United States would seek, “to the

maximum extent practicable,” to exclude Chinese

representatives from bodies including the G20, the

Bank for International Settlements, and the Financial

Stability Board in response to actions targeting Taiwan.

The legislation, introduced by Representative Frank

Lucas, will next be sent to the U.S. Senate for

consideration before being forwarded to the president

for signature. [Focus Taiwan]

Lithuania’s dispute over “Taiwanese”

office name resurfaces

(yl) A dispute has emerged over Lithuania’s decision to

allow Taiwan’s representative office in Vilnius to use
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the name “Taiwanese” rather than “Taipei,” following

remarks by Lithuanian Prime Minister Inga Ruginienė

that the move had been a “tactical mistake.”

Ruginienė said Lithuania had acted ahead of

coordination with the European Union and the United

States, drawing limited support and triggering

retaliation from Beijing, which downgraded diplomatic

ties and imposed trade restrictions after the office

opened in 2021.

Lithuanian lawmakers, however, sought to downplay

the remarks, stressing that there are no plans to close

or rename the office. Lawmaker Ruslanas Baranovas

said the decision was not wrong and that cooperation

with Taiwan would continue, while opposition

legislator Žygimantas Pavilionis emphasized that the

office does not carry diplomatic status. Visiting

lawmakers from Finland and Germany also said

substantive cooperation mattered more than naming

conventions.

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs rejected Beijing’s

demand that Lithuania “rectify its error” by adhering to

the “one China” principle, condemning what it

described as China’s political bullying. The ministry said

Taiwan would continue working closely with Lithuania

to safeguard international participation and regional

stability. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan grants USD 3 million in

development aid to St. Vincent and the

Grenadines

(dql) Taiwan has provided a NTD 95 million (USD3

million) grant to St. Vincent and the Grenadines to

support community development and social services,

marking continued cooperation between the two

diplomatic partners.

The two countries, which have maintained diplomatic

relations since 1981, plan to celebrate their 45th

anniversary of ties this year with further collaboration

on policy, economic development, and equity

initiatives. [Taiwan News]

Thailand fortifies border territory;

military truck incident prompts

Cambodian response
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(bk) Thailand has reinforced its military presence at

Ban Nong Ya Kaew in Sa Kaeo province along the

Cambodian border after clearing what officials

described as illegal Cambodian encroachments on Thai

territory. The Royal Thai Army dismantled 48

structures—42 houses and six shacks—and

subsequently fortified the area with barbed wire,

trenches, shipping containers, new access roads, and

armored vehicles, including tanks. Commanders said

earlier artillery fire from the Cambodian side had

temporarily forced a pullback, but Thai forces have

since consolidated control and are prepared for

renewed clashes if necessary.

Cambodian troops have reportedly begun digging their

own trenches nearby, though Thai officers described

these defenses as limited. Authorities also detained

several Cambodian nationals who attempted to return

to retrieve belongings. [The Nation]

Sixth Thai–Lao friendship bridge approved

for 2029 start after design and financing

alignment

(lm) Thailand’s Department of Highways confirmed

that construction of the sixth Thai–Lao Friendship

Bridge, linking Ubon Ratchathani in northeastern

Thailand with Salavan in southern Laos, is scheduled to

begin in 2029 following agreement on revised Lao-side

road designs and financing arrangements. The total

project cost is THB 5.22 billion (USD 151.4 million), with

Laos seeking loans from Thailand’s Neighbouring

Countries Economic Development Cooperation Agency

and requesting Thai financial support for part of the

Mekong River bridge structure. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand stays on USTR Watch List,

reviews IP enforcement gaps

(bk) Thailand’s cabinet has acknowledged concerns

raised by the United States Trade Representative

(USTR) after the country remained on the USTR Watch

List under the 2025 Section 301 review, citing

persistent weaknesses in intellectual property

enforcement. Key issues include ongoing trademark

and copyright infringement—especially online—slow

criminal proceedings, low penalties, widespread use of

unlicensed software, and enforcement that targets

small retailers rather than larger producers,

distributors, and digital platforms.
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The USTR urged faster amendments to the Copyright

Act, accession to the WIPO Performances and

Phonograms Treaty, reductions in patent backlogs

(notably pharmaceuticals), stronger Geographical

Indications protection, and tougher action against

camcording, unauthorized royalty claims, and

circumvention of technological safeguards. It

welcomed Thailand’s new Film Act removing foreign

screening quotas.

In response, Thailand approved an IP Work Plan and a

2026–2027 development plan, with the Department of

Intellectual Property tasked to implement reforms and

report progress, aiming ultimately to exit the Watch

List. [The Nation]

Thailand, Hungary sign education and

economic cooperation deals, promote

investment ties

(msz) Thailand and Hungary signed two agreements

during Hungary’s foreign affairs minister’s visit,

focusing on scholarships and business training

cooperation. Hungary will offer 40 university

scholarships annually to Thai students and expand

institutional links with Thai economic and trade bodies.

Budapest also positioned itself as an investment

destination for Thai firms, highlighting a nine percent

corporate tax rate, low energy costs, and an industry-

linked vocational training system. Hungarian

companies are seeking greater access to Thailand,

particularly in medical devices and food processing,

with some Thai hospitals already using Hungarian

equipment. Hungary reiterated support for Thailand’s

accession to the Organisation for Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD), an advanced-

economy policy forum. [Bangkok Post]

Israel seeks to expand cybersecurity

cooperation with Thai agencies and firms

(lm) Israel is seeking to deepen cybersecurity

cooperation with Thailand in 2026, highlighting

growing bilateral engagement in digital security,

technology exchange, and private-sector investment.

The Embassy of Israel and its Economic and Trade

Mission launched an Israel Exhibition Pavilion at

Cybersec Asia X Thailand International Cyber Week in

Bangkok, presenting 12 Israeli cybersecurity and
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artificial intelligence companies. About half of these

firms are already operating in Thailand, particularly

supporting data protection and digital security in

sectors such as banking and finance.

Israeli officials said cooperation with Thailand has

steadily increased over the past four years as both

governments and businesses respond to rising cyber

threats. Israel is working closely with Thailand’s

National Cyber Security Agency, the government body

responsible for national cyber defense and critical

infrastructure protection, to share technical expertise

and best practices.

Recent engagement has included a joint three-day

cybersecurity workshop in August attended by more

than 150 Thai public- and private-sector participants,

followed by a December study visit in which 30 Thai

cybersecurity executives traveled to Israel to examine

its cyber industry and regulatory model. [Bangkok

Post]

Timor-Leste opens war crimes

proceedings against Myanmar junta

Judicial authorities in Timor-Leste have opened

preliminary war crimes proceedings against Myanmar’s

military leadership, marking the first known attempt by

an ASEAN member state to pursue accountability

against another member for alleged international

crimes.

The case, filed in Dili by the Chin Human Rights

Organization (CHRO), accuses Myanmar’s military junta

and its leader Min Aung Hlaing of war crimes and

crimes against humanity linked to operations in Chin

State. Timorese prosecutors have been appointed to

assess whether the allegations meet the threshold for

prosecution under the principle of universal

jurisdiction.

CHRO said the complaint documents multiple alleged

abuses, including killings of civilians, sexual violence,

attacks on religious leaders, and air and artillery strikes

on hospitals and churches. The group argues that

Timor-Leste’s courts have jurisdiction regardless of

where the crimes occurred or the nationality of those

involved.

The move comes amid growing international scrutiny

of Myanmar’s military following a junta-run election

that was widely condemned by foreign governments

and regional partners. ASEAN has declined to
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recognize the vote, citing the exclusion of large parts of

the country and continued violence against civilians.

The legal action also reflects a recalibration in Timor-

Leste’s approach to Myanmar. For years, President José

Ramos-Horta and other Timorese leaders openly

supported Myanmar’s democratic opposition and

resistance movements, consistent with Timor-Leste’s

own history of seeking international solidarity during

its independence struggle.

However, that stance softened during negotiations for

ASEAN membership, which required unanimous

approval from all members — including Myanmar —

effectively giving the junta leverage. Timor-Leste

formally joined ASEAN in October 2025.

With accession secured, observers say Dili now

appears less constrained. In January, CHRO

representatives met Ramos-Horta in Dili to discuss the

humanitarian crisis in Myanmar and pathways for

accountability, signalling renewed engagement with

Myanmar civil society groups.

Myanmar’s junta has rejected the proceedings,

accusing Timor-Leste of violating ASEAN’s non-

interference principle. Legal experts note, however,

that universal jurisdiction cases are increasingly being

pursued as international courts face political and

procedural limitations. [The Conversation] [The

Irrawaddy]

Timor-Leste backs Portugal’s bid for UN

Security Council seat

(ms) The government of Timor-Leste has confirmed its

support for Portugal’s candidacy for a non-permanent

seat on the United Nations Security Council, Foreign

Minister Bendito Freitas said on February 6.

Freitas said Lisbon formally requested Dili’s backing

through a letter from Portuguese President Marcelo

Rebelo de Sousa, delivered by Foreign Minister Paulo

Rangel. The request has been passed to President José

Ramos-Horta.

Portugal is contesting two Western European and

Others Group seats against Germany and Austria, with

elections scheduled for September at the UN General

Assembly. [Plataforma]
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Vietnam awards USD974 million LNG plant

contract as China ties deepen

(hn/ms) Vietnam has awarded a USD 974 million

contract to a consortium led by PowerChina and local

builder Lilama to construct a major LNG-fired power

plant, as Hanoi and China move to deepen strategic

trust and practical cooperation.

Vietnam’s state utility EVN said the Quang Trach II

project in central Quang Tri province will have installed

capacity of 1,612 megawatts. The plant will use

turbines supplied by GE Vernova and is expected to be

fully operational by 2030. EVN said the project would

bolster energy security and support Vietnam’s pledge

to reach net-zero emissions by 2050, as the country

seeks to meet fast-rising electricity demand following

economic growth of about 8 percent last year.

The award comes amid renewed high-level

engagement between Beijing and Hanoi. On February

3, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met Lê Hoài Trung,

special envoy of the Communist Party of Vietnam,

reaffirming commitments to expand cooperation in

connectivity, science and technology, digital

transformation and investment. A day later, Trung also

met Chinese President Xi Jinping, who said China’s

upcoming five-year plan could open new opportunities

for bilateral projects.

Vietnamese officials have said Hanoi will continue

prioritizing cooperation with China while pursuing a

diversified foreign policy. Analysts said large

infrastructure awards involving Chinese firms reflect

that approach, even as Vietnam works to rebalance its

power mix away from coal, which still accounts for

more than 40 percent of generation.  [Chinadaily]

[Thestar]  [Vietnamnews1] [Xinhuanet]

Vietnam: Korean proficiency test

integrated into university entrance

system

(hn) Vietnam will integrate the Test of Proficiency in

Korean (TOPIK) into its university admission process,

allowing eligible students to use standardized Korean-

language proficiency scores in place of the foreign-

language component of the national high school

graduation exam.

Approved by Vietnam’s Ministry of Education and

Training in January and confirmed by South Korean

education authorities, the policy makes Vietnam the
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second overseas territory after Hong Kong to formally

adopt TOPIK in higher education admissions. Students

who achieve TOPIK Level 3 or higher will be exempt

from the foreign-language elective, with converted

scores counted toward their graduation results. The

policy will apply to students entering universities from

September 2026 onward.

The move reflects the rapid growth of Korean-language

education in Vietnam, where Korean has been offered

as a foreign language since 2020 and is now taught at

169 schools nationwide to about 33,000 students.

Vietnam is also the largest overseas TOPIK test site,

with more than 85,000 test-takers last year.

Vietnam is currently the largest source of international

students in South Korea, and growing interest in

Korean is driven by strong economic ties and

employment opportunities, as South Korean

companies expand operations in Vietnam. Globally,

Korean is taught in over 2,700 schools across 47

countries, with Vietnam among 11 countries that now

recognize Korean as part of university admission

requirements.[Vnexpress] [Koreantimes]

Jordan and Vietnam agree to boost trade

and halal cooperation

(hn) On February 4, Vietnam and Jordan agreed to

deepen economic and strategic cooperation during

talks in Hanoi between Prime Minister Pham Minh

Chinh and Jordanian House Speaker Mazen Turki El

Qadi, building on momentum from King Abdullah II’s

visit in November 2025. The two sides pledged to

expand market access, enhance food security, and

strengthen cooperation in the halal sector.

Bilateral trade reached nearly USD 237 million in 2025,

and both countries aim to raise it to USD 500 million by

2030 and USD 1 billion by 2035. Jordan proposed

establishing a free trade zone for Vietnamese goods

and promoting joint ventures to boost exports to the

Middle East. The leaders also discussed cooperation

across agriculture, healthcare, pharmaceuticals,

cybersecurity, defense, science and technology, and

investment.

They agreed to advance negotiations on visa

exemptions, investment protection, and double

taxation avoidance, establish business cooperation

mechanisms, and strengthen coordination at

multilateral forums such as the UN and UNESCO,

reinforcing the long-term Vietnam–Jordan partnership.

[Tuoitrenews] [Vneconomy]
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Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

11 February 2026 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

Unpacking Bangladesh’s Parliamentary

Election and Reform Referendum:

Political Dynamics and Post-Transition

Trajectories

Bangladesh will hold its 13th national parliamentary

election on February 12, 2026, alongside a nationwide

referendum on a proposed package of state reforms

known as the July National Charter. The vote will be the

country’s first general election since the 2024 student-

led uprising that ended more than fifteen years of rule

by former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her

Awami League. The election is being conducted under

an interim government led by Nobel laureate

Muhammad Yunus, formed after Hasina was forced

from office and fled to India on the height of mass

protests in August of last year. While the interim

authorities frame the vote as a political reset, the

transition remains contested and incomplete, with

deep polarization and unresolved questions about

accountability and institutional continuity.

Against this backdrop, the webinar will raise and

discuss critical questions of the vote: Can elections

held without the participation of the Awami League

generate durable political legitimacy? Will the July

National Charter referendum anchor meaningful

institutional reform, or function primarily as a symbolic

mandate under transitional conditions? And can the

interim authorities prevent election-related violence



amid intense rivalry, youth mobilization, and weak

enforcement capacity? For more information and

registration, please see [CPG].

12 February 2026 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

How can Libya reconcile and reunify after

15 years of instability?

Fifteen years after the fall of Muammar Gaddafi, Libya

remains trapped in a fragile “no war, no peace” reality,

with contested governance, deepening economic

pressures, and stalled political reunification. In this

event, H.E. Abdullah al-Lafi will assess the current

political and economic landscape, review the

Presidency Council’s progress on national

reconciliation, and examine the role of the UN and

international partners in advancing elections,

improving governance, and addressing shared

challenges such as organized migration crime. For

more information and registration, visit [Chatham

House].

12 February 2026 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Dealing for peace. How Trump has

redefined conflict resolution

US President Donald Trump has placed conflict

resolution at the center of his administration,

deploying an unorthodox, transactional approach to

peacemaking across conflicts from Ukraine and Gaza

to the South Caucasus and the Democratic Republic of

Congo. In this event, experts will examine where this

strategy has delivered results or fallen short, how it

has affected alliances and domestic politics, and

whether Washington can sustain peace efforts across

multiple theatres. The discussion will also consider

whether Trump’s approach could reshape global

thinking on conflict resolution in the years ahead. For

more information and registration, visit [Chatham

House].

12 February 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-5),

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA
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Nuclear Flashpoint? How Pakistan and

India Manage Escalation

India and Pakistan are often described as a nuclear

flashpoint, but how have their nuclear signaling and

escalation-management practices actually evolved

since 2000? In this event, experts discuss two new

research papers from Carnegie’s Nuclear Policy

Program and the Nautilus Institute, examining crisis

behavior, escalation risks, and policy lessons for a

more volatile global context, in a moderated

conversation led by George Perkovich with leading

scholars from South Asia and beyond. For more

information and registration, please see [Carnegie].

17 February 2026 @ 1:30-2:30 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

What Lies Ahead for Belarus?

In late 2025, Belarusian leader Aliksandr Lukashenka

released and deported 123 political prisoners,

including Ales Bialiatski and Maria Kalesnikava, in a

gesture toward the U.S. administration—years after

the crushed hopes of the 2020 protests. In this event,

Bialiatski and Kalesnikava will reflect on current U.S.–

Belarus negotiations, assess what an effective Western

policy toward Belarus should be, and discuss how to

keep the vision of democratic change alive. For more

information and registration, visit [Chatham House].

17 February 2026 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Yemen’s enduring war: What will it take to

bring peace?

Recent developments have returned Yemen to the

global policy agenda, as renewed internal tensions—

driven in part by rivalry between Saudi Arabia and the

UAE—overlay a protracted conflict that has devastated

the country since the unfulfilled hopes of the 2011

uprising. In this special event, Nobel laureate Tawakkol

Karman will reflect on the legacy of Yemen’s revolution,

assess the impact of regional proxy dynamics and

failed peace efforts, and explore whether pathways

toward peace, renewal, and inclusive governance

remain possible amid war, economic collapse, and

humanitarian crisis. For more information and

registration, visit [Chatham House].
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12 February 2026 @ 9:30 a.m. – 12:40 p.m. (GMT+7),

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Roundtable on Youth and Health in

Southeast Asia

This roundtable explores young people’s perceptions

and lived experiences of health and healthcare across

Southeast Asia, examining how youths define “being

healthy” and navigate emerging health insecurities.

Bringing together scholars, practitioners, and youth

advocates, the discussion compares experiences

across the region and assesses which policies and

interventions have worked, where they fall short, and

how more responsive approaches can better support

Southeast Asia’s next generation. For more

information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

13 February 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS

– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Myanmar in 2026: “Elections”,

Expectations and Realities

This hybrid seminar examines what to expect—or not

expect—from Myanmar’s recent regime-led polls,

widely seen as designed to entrench the military’s

political dominance. Senior researchers will assess the

domestic and external implications of the elections,

the military’s post-poll posture, conditions facing the

population five years after the 2021 coup, and how

international actors might approach future

engagement with Myanmar. For more information and

registration, visit [ISEAS].

Recent Book Releases

Jacob Silverman, Gilded Rage: Elon Musk and the

Radicalization of Silicon Valley, Bloomsbury

Continuum, 336 pages, published October 7, 2025. For

a review, see [LSE].

Iris Bohnet, Siri Chilazi, Make Work Fair: Data-Driven

Design for Real Results, Harper Business, 384 pages,

published January 28, 2025. For a review, see [LSE].

Christopher Perkins, Ferran de Vargas (eds.),

Political Thought and Japan's New Left Movements:

Transformations in Radical Theory,  Bloomsbury
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Academic, 258 pages, published January 22, 2026. For a

review, see [Asian Review of Books].

Calls

The International Association of Legislation (IAL)

invites paper proposals for its “5th Global Conference

on Parliamentary Studies: Parliaments at a

Crossroads,” to be held on June 4-5, 2026, in in

Luxembourg and at the European Parliament. The

manuscript submission deadline is February 28, 2026.

For more information, see [IAL].

Jobs and Positions

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications to the position of Deputy Executive

Director (Programme) at the United Nations

Population Fund (UNFPA), at the level of Assistant

Secretary General. The deadline for application

submission is February 16, 2026. For more

information, see [UN].

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons (OPCW) seeks a Legal Adviser (Director).

The deadline for application submission is February 22,

2026. For more information, see [OPCW].  

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Deputy Director – Programs (South Sudan).

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

For more information, see [IRC].

Unitaid seeks an Executive Director. The deadline for

application submission is March 14, 2026. For more

information, see [WHO].

RTI International seeks a Director – Surveys and

Observational Studies. The deadline for application

submission is March 31, 2026. For more information,

see [RTI].
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