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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present this
week’s issue, covering the latest developments and
trends in domestic politics, international relations, and
geopolitics across East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast
Asia.

As several countries across South and Southeast Asia
mark their New Year festivities this week, we extend
our best wishes to all those celebrating, alongside our
greetings to everyone observing Syria's and
Zimbabwe's Independence Day.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Anti-corruption drive expands to
intermediaries as Xi stresses ideological
“purity” in military

(ms) China's top judicial authorities have expanded
criminal liability in corruption cases to include
intermediaries, as part of a broader push to tackle
what officials describe as increasingly “hidden” forms
of graft, while President Xi Jinping has simultaneously
called for stricter ideological discipline within the
military.

The Supreme People’'s Court and the Supreme People's
Procuratorate issued a joint judicial interpretation
clarifying how criminal law should be applied to
individuals who facilitate bribery, including brokers,
consultants, and other third parties involved in
arranging illicit transactions. The guidance aims to



ensure that all actors in a corruption chain—from
those offering and receiving bribes to those enabling
them—can be prosecuted.

Under the new rules, intermediaries involved in bribes
exceeding CNY 100,000 (USD 14,640) for individuals or
CNY 500,000 (USD 73,200) for organizations may face
penalties of up to three years in prison, along with
fines. The interpretation also provides courts with
clearer criteria for identifying such cases, aiming to
standardize enforcement and improve consistency
across jurisdictions.

Authorities said the move targets “hidden corruption,”
where illicit transactions are routed through layers of
intermediaries or disguised as legitimate business
arrangements, such as consulting fees, equity
transfers, or third-party payments. By formalizing the
liability of facilitators, the new rules seek to close legal
gaps that previously allowed such actors to evade
prosecution or face inconsistent penalties.

The legal update forms part of China's long-running
anti-corruption campaign, which has expanded,
especially under President Xi, in scope beyond direct
bribery and embezzlement. Under Xi, corruption has
increasingly been defined not only in financial terms
but also in relation to political discipline and ideological
alignment.

This broader framing was reflected in Xi's recent
remarks to senior officers of the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), where he emphasized that any behavior
driven by self-interest or corruption runs counter to
the Communist Party's purpose. Speaking at a training
session for high-ranking military officials at the
National Defense University in Beijing, Xi called for
“resolute political loyalty” and strict adherence to
discipline.

He urged senior officers to “stay pure” and restore the
“fine traditions” of the party and military, stressing that
there should be no exceptions in enforcing rules and
regulations. The speech, which was broadcast across
high-level PLA units, underscored the importance of
ideological control alongside operational readiness as
the military approaches its centenary goal in 2027.

In China’s political context, the concept of corruption
extends beyond financial misconduct to include
actions seen as undermining party authority,
weakening discipline, or deviating from established
political norms. As a result, anti-corruption efforts are
closely tied to maintaining loyalty and cohesion within
state institutions, particularly the armed forces.



[People.cn] [South China Morning Post 1] [South China
Morning Post 2] [Supreme People's Procuratorate]

China: New Xinjiang county highlights
focus on border control and strategic
routes

(ms) China has established a new county in its Xinjiang
region near key international borders, underscoring
Beijing's focus on strengthening governance and
security in strategically sensitive areas.

The new administrative unit, Cenling county, was
announced on March 26 and will be administered
under Kashgar prefecture. It is located in southwestern
Xinjiang near the Karakoram Range, close to the
borders with Pakistan and Afghanistan, as well as the
disputed Line of Actual Control with India.

The move marks the third newly created county in the
region in recent months, following similar
administrative changes aimed at expanding state
presence in remote frontier areas.

Chinese authorities described the development as part
of efforts to improve governance and support regional
development. However, the location of the new county
highlights its strategic significance, particularly in
relation to border security and infrastructure.

The area lies along key overland routes linking China to
South and Central Asia, including corridors associated
with the Belt and Road Initiative. Strengthening
administrative control in such regions allows
authorities to coordinate infrastructure, manage cross-
border activity, and enhance logistical support.

The establishment of new counties also enables the
deployment of additional government institutions,
including security forces and local administrative
bodies, increasing oversight in sparsely populated
areas.

The proximity of Cenling county to disputed territory
with India adds a geopolitical dimension to the move.
Administrative restructuring in border regions is often
seen as reinforcing territorial claims and consolidating
control over contested areas.

Additionally, Xinjiang is an highly sensitive region in
China’'s domestic security policies, expanding
administrative structures forms part of a broader
approach besides economic and development also


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-j/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-t/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-i/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-i/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-d/

allows stricter control and enforcement. [South China
Morning Post] [WIO News] [Xinhua]

China: Founder of former real estate giant
Evergrande pleads guilty

(ms) The founder of China Evergrande Group, Hui Ka
Yan, has pleaded guilty to multiple criminal charges,
including fundraising fraud and illegal absorption of
public deposits, in a high-profile trial in Shenzhen . The
case marks a significant moment in China’s ongoing
real estate crisis, which has weighed on economic
growth and financial stability for several years.

Evergrande was once China’s largest property
developer and a central driver of the country’s debt-
fuelled growth model. At its peak, the company
expanded aggressively across housing, finance, and
other sectors, relying heavily on borrowing and
advance payments from homebuyers. However, by
2021, it defaulted on more than USD 300 billion in
liabilities, triggering a broader downturn in China’s
property sector. The collapse exposed systemic risks
tied to high leverage, weak oversight, and opaque
financing practices, leaving unfinished housing projects
and eroding investor confidence.

Prosecutors have accused Hui and the company of a
wide range of offenses, including bribery,
embezzlement, unlawful loan issuance, fraudulent
securities issuance, and illegal disclosure of material
information . During the trial, Hui pleaded guilty and
expressed remorse, with sentencing to be announced
at a later date.

While the exact punishment remains unclear, the
severity of the charges and the scale of Evergrande’s
collapse suggest that Hui could face a lengthy prison
sentence or life imprisonment. In extreme cases
involving major financial crimes, Chinese law also
allows for the imposition of a death penalty with a two-
year reprieve (suspended death sentence), which may
later be commuted. [Bloomberg] [China Daily]
[Reuters]

China: Court orders liquidation of shadow
bank Zhongzhi

(ms) A Beijing court has ordered the bankruptcy
liquidation of Zhongzhi Enterprise Group and more
than 300 affiliated entities, marking a major step in
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unwinding one of China’s largest shadow banking
conglomerates and containing broader financial risks .

Zhongzhi, once a key player in China’s shadow banking
system, filed for bankruptcy in 2024 after defaulting on
numerous high-yield investment products and
revealing severe insolvency. The court has set a
deadline of June 10 for creditors to submit claims, with
assets and liabilities to be handled through a
consolidated process.

Shadow banking refers to financial activities carried
out outside the traditional banking system, often with
less regulatory oversight. In China, this sector includes
trust companies, wealth management firms, and other
intermediaries that raise funds from individuals and
businesses and channel them into investments such as
real estate, infrastructure, and corporate lending.
These entities often offered higher returns than bank
deposits and were widely perceived as carrying implicit
state backing, despite lacking formal guarantees.

For years, shadow banks played a crucial role in
financing China’s rapid economic expansion,
particularly in the property sector. Trust firms like
Zhongzhi helped funnel large volumes of capital into
developers that struggled to access traditional bank
credit, contributing to the growth of highly leveraged
business models. However, this system also created
significant risks, as funds were frequently invested in
opaque structures with limited transparency and weak
risk controls.

The collapse of Zhongzhi is closely linked to China’s
ongoing real estate crisis, which has undermined
developers' ability to repay debts and triggered losses
across the financial system. Regulators have
increasingly moved to curb shadow banking activities
and reduce systemic risks, leading to a wave of
restructurings and bankruptcies in the sector.
[Bloomberg] [Caixin Global] [Reuters]

China: Factory-gate prices rise for first
time in over three years amid oil shock

(ms) China's factory-gate prices returned to growth in
March for the first time in more than three years, as
rising global energy costs and improving domestic
demand pushed up industrial prices.

The producer price index (PPI) rose 0.5 percent year-
on-year, ending a 41-month period of deflation and
exceeding expectations of a 0.4 percent increase. The
shift marks a significant turnaround in China’s


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-p/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-x/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-m/

industrial pricing environment after prolonged
weakness driven by overcapacity and subdued
demand.

The rebound was largely driven by surging crude oil
prices linked to the Middle East conflict, which lifted
costs across petrochemical industries and fed into
broader industrial supply chains. Higher energy prices
have been passed through to sectors such as
chemicals, steel, and construction materials,
contributing to the overall increase in factory prices.

At the same time, domestic factors supported the rise.
Increased infrastructure spending, backed by front-
loaded fiscal stimulus and special-purpose bond
issuance, strengthened demand for industrial inputs.
The post-holiday resumption of production and stable
export demand also contributed to firmer pricing
conditions.

However, external trade data points to emerging
pressures. Export growth slowed sharply in March to
2.5 percent year-on-year, down from nearly 40 percent
in February and well below expectations, reflecting
disruptions linked to the Iran conflict and rising global
uncertainty. At the same time, imports surged by
almost 28 percent, reducing China'’s trade surplus to
USD 51 billion, the smallest in over a year.

The disruption of key energy transit routes, particularly
through the Strait of Hormuz, has increased input
costs for manufacturers, squeezing margins across
export-oriented industries. While sectors tied to global
technology demand, such as semiconductors and
electronics, continue to perform strongly, broader
manufacturing faces headwinds from higher costs and
weakening external demand.

Consumer inflation, however, remained moderate. The
consumer price index (CPI) rose 1 percent year-on-year
in March, down from 1.3 percent in February and
below expectations, while falling 0.7 percent month-
on-month due to seasonal effects.

The data points to a shift toward cost-driven inflation,
as higher input prices begin to feed through the
industrial sector, potentially increasing pressure on
manufacturers’' margins in the coming months.
[Bloomberg] [CNBC] [Reuters] [Yicai Global]

China: Government allows state oil firms
to tap reserves amid global supply crunch
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(ms) China has allowed state-owned oil refiners to
draw on commercial crude inventories as a global
energy crunch triggered by conflict in the Middle East
disrupts supply.

Refiners including Sinopec and China National
Petroleum Corp. have been authorized to use oil held
in storage facilities and processing plants, according to
reports. The move focuses on commercial stockpiles,
while China's strategic petroleum reserves remain
untouched.

China manages its oil sector through a state-
dominated system in which large state-owned
companies control exploration, refining, and
distribution, while operating under government
direction during periods of market stress.

The country maintains a multi-tiered reserve structure
designed to ensure supply continuity. Total reserves
are estimated at around 1.4 billion barrels, including
commercial inventories, strategic stockpiles, and
underground storage capacity. Commercial reserves
are typically used first to stabilize supply, while
strategic reserves are held back for more severe
disruptions.

Authorities also regulate domestic fuel markets by
linking prices to global benchmarks but intervening to
limit volatility. In parallel, the government can direct
refiners to increase production or restrict exports to
prioritize domestic demand.

China imports roughly 11 million barrels of crude oil
per day and relies on diversified supply sources. The
system combines centralized control with layered
reserves to manage external shocks and maintain
stable fuel availability. [Bloomberg]

China: New Y-30 transport aircraft aims to
rival US C-130J

(ms) China is developing a new medium-lift military
transport aircraft, the Y-30, which state-linked analysts
say could outperform the United States' C-130) “Super
Hercules” in key performance areas.

The four-engine turboprop aircraft, developed by
Shaanxi Aircraft Industry Corporation under the
Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC),
conducted its maiden test flight in December 2025. It is
powered by domestically produced AEP-500 engines,
reflecting China’s push for greater self-reliance in
aerospace technology.
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According to a Chinese military magazine, the Y-30
surpasses the C-130J in engine power, payload
capacity, structural design, materials, and avionics
systems. The US aircraft retains an advantage in
operational range and benefits from decades of
deployment and specialized mission variants. [South
China Morning Post]

China-Hong Kong: National security
clauses to be added to all restaurant
licenses by September

(ms) Hong Kong authorities will require all restaurant
licenses to include national security provisions by
September, expanding the scope of enforcement
under the city's security framework into the business
sector.

Secretary for Environment and Ecology Tse Chin-wan
said the clauses, first introduced in 2025 during license
renewals, will gradually apply to all food
establishments as permits come up for renewal.

Under the updated conditions, authorities can revoke
licenses if business owners or “related persons”—
including staff, management, or contractors—are
found to have engaged in activities deemed to
endanger national security or contradict public
interest. The provisions reference offenses under Hong
Kong's national security law as well as broader
concepts such as public order and public morals.

Officials have stated that no violations have been
recorded so far. Chief Executive John Lee said the
definitions of “offending conduct” are clearly outlined
in law and necessary to safeguard stability.

However, some restaurant operators have expressed
concern over the breadth and ambiguity of the rules,
warning that businesses could face penalties based on
unclear standards or third-party actions.

The move reflects a broader expansion of national
security enforcement since the 2020 law was
introduced, which criminalized acts such as
subversion, secession, and collusion with foreign
forces. The legislation has led to widespread legal
changes, including new compliance requirements
across sectors.

Separately, reports of harassment targeting journalists
and public pressure campaigns against individuals
have added to concerns about the wider environment
surrounding enforcement.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-v/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-v/

The licensing changes formalize the integration of
national security considerations into everyday
commercial operations in Hong Kong. [Hong Kong Free
Press 1] [Hong Kong Free Press 2] [Hong Kong Free
Press 3]

Japan: Record budget passed late amid
political friction

(dqgl) The parliament approved on April 7 a record JPY
122.31 trillion (USD 767 billion) budget for the current
fiscal year, marking the first time in over a decade that
the annual budget was enacted after the April 1 start
of the fiscal year.

The delay reflects intensified political friction, as the
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)—despite its
lower house dominance following a snap election—
lacks a majority in the upper chamber and faced
resistance from opposition parties. Following the first
stopgap budget in decades, that was required to
maintain government operations at the start of the
fiscal year, the budget was pushed through the lower
house after particularly short deliberations, while
passage in the upper house was secured by last-
minute concessions to smaller parties. Opposition
figures criticized the process as undermining
parliamentary scrutiny. Even within the ruling camp
concerns emerged over the erosion of established
legislative conventions. [The Asahi Shimbun] [NHK]

The budget underscores Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi's expansionary fiscal approach, with increased
spending on defense, welfare, and strategic sectors
such as semiconductors and artificial intelligence.
Defense allocations reached a record JPY 9.04 trillion
(USD 56.75 billion), while social spending continues to
rise amid Japan’s aging population.

However, the budget does not incorporate measures
to address the economic fallout from the ongoing
Middle East crisis, including rising energy prices. The
government has instead relied on reserve funds to
reintroduce fuel subsidies, while leaving open the
possibility of a supplementary budget depending on
developments.

Japan'’s fiscal position remains strained, with nearly JPY
30 trillion (USD 185 billion) in new bond issuance
planned to cover the deficit, highlighting continued
reliance on debt financing. [Kyodo News]

Critics warn that Japan’s record budget risks
exacerbating the very economic pressures it seeks to
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address, given the country's already fragile fiscal
position and evolving monetary environment.

Public debt exceeds 250 percent of GDP—the highest
among major economies—and the new spending
package will require substantial additional borrowing.
At the same time, core inflation remains above the
Bank of Japan's 2 percent target, while continued yen
weakness has added to price pressures.

Rising government bond yields in recent weeks point
to increasing market concern that the government’s
expansionary fiscal stance may undermine price
stability and complicate the Bank of Japan's gradual
normalization of monetary policy.

External risks are also mounting, with uncertainty
surrounding the Iran conflict adding downside
pressure to Japan's energy-dependent economy.
[Euronews]

The delayed passage and reliance on ad hoc measures
point to growing constraints on Japan’s fiscal
governance, as domestic political fragmentation
coincides with increasing external economic and
security pressures. At the same time, elevated defense
spending and investment in strategic industries signal
Tokyo's continued shift toward economic security and
military strengthening in a more volatile regional and
global environment.

Japan: Ruling party accelerates push for
constitutional revision

(dgl) Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has stepped up
efforts to revise Japan’s post-war Constitution, calling
for concrete amendment proposals ahead of next year
as part of a broader shift toward a more assertive
security posture. Speaking at the Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) convention on April 12, she declared that
“the time has come” for reform, while leaving key
details—particularly changes to Article 9—unspecified.

Long regarded as a cornerstone of Japan’s pacifist
identity, Article 9 of Japan's postwar Constitution
renounces war and prohibits the maintenance of
armed forces, leaving the Self-Defense Forces (SDF)—
widely seen as a de facto military but legally justified as
a defensive force—in a constitutionally ambiguous
position. [The Conversation]

The push follows the ruling coalition’s landslide victory
in February, which secured the two-thirds majority in
the lower house required to initiate constitutional
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revision (see AiR No. 6, February/2026, 2). However,
the bloc remains short of that threshold in the upper
house, making opposition support indispensable and
underscoring the central political constraint on reform.

Substantively, proposals focus on formally recognizing
the SDF, expanding the scope for collective self-
defense, and introducing an emergency clause to
strengthen executive powers in crises. Coalition
partner Japan Innovation Party (JIP)—a center-right
party—advocates more far-reaching security changes,
likely to provoke regional concern, particularly in China
and South Korea.

Despite renewed political momentum, Japan'’s
constitutional revision process remains highly
restrictive, requiring supermajorities in both chambers
and approval in a national referendum.

Takaichi also highlighted plans to revise the Imperial
House Law to address succession challenges, including
proposals to preserve male-line inheritance amid a
shrinking pool of eligible heirs. [The Mainichi 1]

Takaichi statements followed the release of a new
policy vision last week marking the LDP’'s 70th
anniversary, describing constitutional revision as a
critical priority for the coming decades and
emphasized the need to formally recognize SDF in the
constitution, arguing that current ambiguities are
untenable given Japan's evolving security challenges.
[Kyodo News]

Constitutional revision debate intensifies but divisions
persist

The LDP's reaffirmation comes as the Lower House
resumed formal discussions on constitutional revision,
with lawmakers divided between calls for urgency and
appeals for caution, underscoring both renewed
momentum and enduring political constraints.

Within the ruling camp and parts of the opposition,
there is growing support for advancing concrete
proposals, including provisions related to emergency
powers and formal recognition of the SDF. More
assertive voices have called for explicitly defining the
SDF as a military.

However, significant resistance remains. Opposition
parties warned against rushing deliberations, while
others continue to reject revision—particularly
regarding Article 9, which anchors Japan'’s pacifist
framework. Internal divisions within opposition forces
further complicate the outlook, limiting their ability to
present a unified position. [The Asahi Shimbun]
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Nationwide anti-constitutional revision protests

Public opinion remains divided. Large-scale
demonstrations against proposed constitutional
revisions were held across Japan last week, with
around 30,000 people gathering in front of the
National Diet on April 8—significantly higher than
turnout at similar protests in recent weeks. Organizers
reported parallel actions at over 130 locations
nationwide, pointing to a broadening and increasingly
coordinated movement.

The protests, led by a mix of younger activist networks
and established civil society groups, center on
opposition to revising Article 9 and broader concerns
over Japan's shifting security posture. Demonstrators
framed constitutional revision as a threat to pacifism
and civil liberties, invoking themes of democratic
accountability and constitutional protection. [The
Mainichi 2]

The mobilization reflects persistent unease within
Japan’s society over the government's security agenda,
including debates on collective self-defense, defense
expansion, and potential changes to long-standing
non-nuclear principles and arms export rules. The
rising scale and geographic spread of protests suggest
a reactivation of grassroots resistance to constitutional
change.

While unlikely to immediately alter the government's
legislative trajectory, sustained public mobilization
could constrain the pace and scope of constitutional
reform, particularly by increasing political costs for the
ruling coalition and energizing opposition forces.

Japan: Consumer confidence plunge
sharpens central bank policy dilemma
amid Iran-linked energy shock

(Ir) Japan’s consumer confidence fell at its steepest
pace since the COVID-19 pandemic in March,
highlighting growing strain on an already fragile
economy as surging energy costs driven by the Iran
conflict weigh on households and firms.

The sentiment index dropped sharply to a near one-
year low, with inflation expectations rising markedly—
over 90 percent of households foresee price increases
and more than half expect significant gains—while
nearly 80 percent of firms anticipate negative business
impacts due to higher fuel and input costs.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jt/

The deterioration reflects the economic fallout from
disruptions to the Strait of Hormuz, a key global energy
chokepoint, amplifying cost pressures across Japan's
import-dependent economy.

The data complicate the Bank of Japan’s policy outlook
ahead of its April meeting. While persistent inflation
and yen weakness support further tightening,
weakening sentiment and elevated geopolitical
uncertainty increase the risk of a premature rate hike.

Governor Kazuo Ueda has signaled openness to
further increases if inflation stabilizes around the 2
percent target, but markets are increasingly pricing in
a delay, contingent on the trajectory of the conflict and
its economic spillovers. [CNA]

Japan: Advisers endorse flexible fiscal
targets as government shifts toward
growth-led debt strategy

(dql) Private-sector advisers to the Council on
Economic and Fiscal Policy have backed Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi's move to loosen fiscal targets,
proposing that Japan manage its primary balance over
multiple years rather than aim for annual surpluses.
The shift reflects a broader pivot toward prioritizing
growth and investment over short-term deficit control.

The proposal departs from earlier policy under
Takaichi's predecessor Shigeru Ishiba, which targeted a
primary surplus by FY2025-26. Advisers argue that
rigid annual targets risk constraining necessary
investment and instead propose focusing on steadily
reducing the debt-to-GDP ratio—even if deficits persist
in the near term.

Supporting measures include revising the budget
process, introducing dedicated categories for growth-
oriented spending, and limiting supplementary
budgets to emergencies. The approach aligns with
Takaichi's strategy of sustaining higher public
investment while ensuring that debt growth remains
below overall economic expansion.

The shift comes amid mounting fiscal pressure, with
Japan’s public debt estimated at 234.9 percent of GDP
in 2025, the highest in the G7. While officials argue that
stronger growth can stabilize debt dynamics, markets
have interpreted the move as signaling greater
tolerance for fiscal expansion. [The Mainichi]
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Japan: Greenhouse gas emissions fall to
record low as energy transition advances
but structural constraints persist

(dgl) Japan's greenhouse gas emissions fell to a record
low in fiscal year 2024 (ending March 2025), but the
pace of reduction slowed, causing the country to miss
its interim target for the second time since FY2022.
Effective emissions—after accounting for carbon sinks
—stood at 994 million tons of CO, equivalent,
exceeding the government’s annual plan by 15 million
tons despite remaining on a downward trajectory.

The figure represents a 28.7 percent reduction from
2013 levels and marks the first time emissions have
dropped below 1 billion tons. However, the shortfall
against planned targets highlights emerging
constraints in sustaining earlier momentum, even as
overall progress toward long-term goals continues.

A key limiting factor is the declining capacity of natural
carbon sinks. Absorption by forests fell to 52.3 million
tons in FY2024, largely due to the aging of tree stocks,
while carbon capture from coastal and marine
ecosystems remained negligible at around 320,000
tons. This weakening absorption capacity reduces the
effectiveness of net emissions reductions, even when
gross emissions decline.

The longer-term trend reflects structural adjustments
since the Fukushima nuclear disaster, which had
driven a temporary surge in emissions through
increased fossil fuel use. Since peaking in 2013,
emissions have steadily declined, supported by gradual
energy transition measures and efficiency gains.

Japan has set increasingly ambitious targets, aiming to
cut effective emissions by 60 percent by FY2035 and 73
percent by FY2040 relative to 2013 levels, on the path
to net zero by 2050. Officials maintain that the country
remains on track overall but have acknowledged the
need to strengthen policy measures to meet interim
benchmarks. [Kyodo News] [Reuters]

Japan: Government prepares additional
oil reserve release as Hormuz disruption
risks persist

(Ir) Japan is preparing an additional release of strategic
oil reserves equivalent to roughly 20 days of domestic
consumption, as uncertainty over maritime transit
through the Strait of Hormuz continues despite a
temporary US-Iran ceasefire.
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The move builds on an earlier, unprecedented
drawdown initiated in mid-March following US-Israeli
strikes on Iran that severely disrupted traffic through
the critical energy corridor. While a conditional
ceasefire has been agreed, doubts remain over
whether shipping flows will fully normalize, prompting
Tokyo to maintain contingency measures to safeguard
supply stability.

In total, Japan plans to inject approximately 80 million
barrels—around 50 days of consumption—into the
market from a combination of state, private, and
overseas reserves. The country’s exposure remains
acute, with over 90 percent of its crude oil imports
sourced from the Middle East.

At the multilateral level, Japan has also backed a
coordinated response among International Energy
Agency (IEA) members, which have collectively released
more than 400 million barrels since mid-March—the
largest such intervention since the 2022 Ukraine crisis.
[Japan Today]

Japan: Defense pressures drive
withdrawal from Antarctic operations

(dql) Japan plans to scale back the role of its Maritime
Self-Defense Force (MSDF) in Antarctic logistics in the
early 2030s, as intensifying regional security pressures
—particularly from China—and mounting personnel
shortages force a reprioritization of military resources.

Operational control of Japan’s Antarctic transport
missions will shift from the MSDF to the Japan Agency
for Marine-Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC),
ending a role the navy has maintained since 1965. The
MSDF contingent will be reduced from around 180
personnel to roughly 30, retaining only limited support
functions such as ice navigation and cargo transfer
near Syowa Station.

The move reflects both external and structural
constraints. Rising operational demands in East Asia
are stretching the Self-Defense Forces (SDF), while
demographic decline is eroding recruitment capacity,
with force levels projected to fall significantly in the
coming decades. Against this backdrop, non-core
missions are being reassessed. [The Japan Times]

Technological advances in polar navigation have made
civilian operation more feasible, facilitating the

transition. A successor to the aging icebreaker Shirase,
due to be retired in 2034, is expected to operate under
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this new civilian-led framework, allowing greater
flexibility in research planning. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Government adopts measures
to reduce bureaucracy, launches major
steel project

(fs) The government approved a series of measures on
April 8 aimed at reducing administrative burdens and
supporting economic activity. Authorities cancelled
planned inspections of 9,376 entities, with Prime
Minister Uchral Nyam-Osor criticizing excessive
oversight, including cases of up to 16 inspections per
month, many resulting in fines. Nyam-Osor said the
government should prioritize economic stimulation
while maintaining health and safety standards.

The cabinet also froze around 3,000 vacant public
sector positions and halted new appointments and
internal transfers until a functional review of ministries
and agencies is completed. The directive aims to
optimize institutional structures and reduce the
workload of civil servants. The measure is expected to
save around USD 2.07 million in salary expenditures,
equivalent to staffing for roughly 26 ministries.

Additionally, the government announced an
international tender for a steel production complex in
Darkhan-Uul, north of the country, with estimated
investment of USD 806 million. The project aims to
reduce Mongolia's reliance on steel imports, which
reached USD 911 million in 2025, and improve the
balance of payments by up to USD 400 million
annually. [Sonin, in Mongolian]

Mongolia: Education reform to be
prioritized to address inequality, labor
market needs

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Uchral Nyam-Osor has
announced that education will be placed at the center
of the government'’s policy agenda, emphasizing its
role in reducing unemployment, poverty, and crime.
Presenting his cabinet's priorities to parliament, Nyam-
Osor highlighted persistent inequalities between urban
and rural schools, as well as between public and
private institutions.

He noted that students in the countryside lag behind
urban peers by up to three years, underscoring the
need to expand access to quality education through
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technology. Nyam-Osor said the government aims to
narrow these gaps while improving teachers’ salaries
and social protection, including performance-based
pay and implementation of the Law on Supporting
Teacher Development.

He also stressed child protection and aligning
education with labor market demands, including the
use of artificial intelligence to better prepare skilled
graduates. [GoGo]

Mongolia: Audit reveals major financial
irregularities in state-owned enterprises

(fs) Mongolia's National Audit Office has identified 648
violations totaling approximately USD 2.35 billion in
the 2025 financial statements of state-owned
enterprises. Of these, 323 violations amounting to USD
1.65 billion resulted in formal requirements, while
smaller amounts led to payment orders and
accountability measures. Authorities also issued
recommendations covering USD 672 million and
referred five cases to law enforcement.

Among major entities, Erdenes Tavantolgoi JSC, the
biggest mining company in the country, recorded
violations worth USD 1.48 billion, receiving a qualified
audit opinion. Biggest airline of the country, MIAT
Mongolian Airlines, reported irregularities of USD 50
million, alongside revenue shortfalls and a net loss.
[Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: World Bank forecasts slower
economic growth

(fs) The World Bank has projected Mongolia’s economic
growth to slow to 5 percent in 2026, down from 6.8
percent in the previous year, with medium-term
growth expected to stabilize at around 5.5 percent. The
forecast is based on anticipated moderation in the
mining and agricultural sectors, as well as ongoing
geopolitical volatility.

According to the report, the strong expansion of the
mining sector that drove growth in 2025 is unlikely to
be repeated, while agricultural recovery will continue
but at a lower pace. Despite global uncertainties,
Mongolia's economy is expected to remain relatively
stable. Growth in construction, alongside expansion in
trade and services, is projected to support economic
activity in the coming years.
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The World Bank also forecasts inflation at 8.5 percent,
noting that price stabilization agreements have helped
mitigate external shocks. However, rising imports and
slowing exports are expected to increase pressure on
the trade balance, particularly if global geopolitical
tensions persist. [iToim] [World Bank]

Mongolia: Inflation hits 7.4 percent in
March

(fs) Consumer prices in Mongolia rose by 7.4 percent
year-on-year in March, marking a 1.2 percent increase
from the previous month, although the pace of growth
slowed by 1.7 percentage points compared to the
same period last year.

Inflation, which exceeded the central bank’s target
range (4-8 percent) throughout 2025, has remained
within target levels over the past four months.
However, risks of renewed price pressures persist.
Rising fuel costs, linked to developments in the Middle
East, along with increasing food prices, have
contributed to upward pressure on the consumer price
index.

Food prices rose by 13.9 to 15.2 percent nationwide
and in Ulaanbaatar compared to a year earlier,
accounting for a significant share of overall inflation.
Notably, meat and meat product prices recorded the
highest increase, rising by 23 percent year-on-year,
making them a key driver of inflation. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Tripartite agreement signed to
improve conditions in construction sector

(fs) Mongolia has signed a tripartite agreement for
2026-2028 aimed at improving labor conditions and
development in the construction sector. The
agreement was concluded between Minister of Urban
Development, Construction and Housing E. Bat-
Amgalan, the Construction Trade Union Federation,
and the Mongolian National Construction Association.

The deal is based on existing labor legislation and
focuses on enhancing the legal framework, increasing
employment, and raising wages to meet real living
standards. It also addresses the implementation of
sectoral norms and programs, occupational safety and
health, and strengthening public-private partnerships.

Bat-Amgalan emphasized that the agreement will help
protect workers' rights while promoting investment,
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supporting domestic production, and advancing
research and technological innovation. He added that
the initiative creates broader opportunities for
cooperation and the adoption of modern technologies
in the construction industry. [iToim]

Mongolia: Project launched to reduce
hazardous chemicals in textile supply
chains

(fs) Mongolia will implement a new project to reduce
the use of hazardous chemicals in its wool, cashmere,
and leather supply chains. The initiative aims to
promote sustainable, circular production while
minimizing environmental and health risks.

The project is expected to cut greenhouse gas
emissions by 573,875 tons of CO, equivalent and
reduce persistent organic pollutants. It will support
Mongolia’s commitments under the Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (an
international environmental treaty that aims to protect
human health and the environment by restricting or
eliminating the production, use, and release of
dangerous, long-lasting chemicals) and be
implemented in phases, including baseline studies and
capacity-building activities.

Funded by the Global Environment Facility, the
initiative will be carried out in cooperation with the
United Nations Development Programme, the Ministry
of Environment and Climate Change and the Ministry
of Food, Agriculture, and Light Industry. [Qazinform]

North Korea: Missile tests signal
acceleration of naval strike capabilities

(dqgl) North Korea has conducted fresh tests of
strategic cruise and anti-ship missiles from its Choe
Hyon-class destroyer, underscoring a continued push
to operationalize advanced naval strike platforms
alongside its broader nuclear deterrent strategy.

On April 12, leader Kim Jong Un oversaw the launch of
two cruise missiles and three anti-ship missiles to
validate the destroyer’s integrated weapons systems,
crew readiness, and upgraded navigation resilience,
including anti-jamming capabilities. The reported
precision strikes highlight efforts to enhance the
reliability of sea-based delivery systems. [KCNA 1]
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The tests coincide with indications of expanding naval
production. Kim was briefed on plans for at least two
additional destroyers, with references suggesting
construction of a fourth vessel—marking a shift from
isolated deployments toward building a coordinated
destroyer flotilla. This aligns with earlier plans to scale
up warship production on an annual basis following
initial trials in 2025. [Reuters]

The tests followed last week’s successful test of a
short-range ballistic missile fitted with a cluster
munition warhead, claiming the system can devastate
targets across a 6.5-7 hectare area with high-intensity
effect. The launch formed part of a broader series of
weapons tests conducted over several days last week,
including multiple missile firings from the east coast
and an earlier, likely unsuccessful launch near
Pyongyang. [KCNA 2]

The test appears to focus on enhancing area-denial
and saturation strike capabilities, with cluster
munitions designed to disperse submunitions over
wide zones—potentially targeting airfields, troop
formations, or logistics hubs.

Additional trials of mobile air defense systems,
electromagnetic weapons, and decoy-like “sham”
munitions suggest a parallel effort to improve
battlefield survivability, deception, and integrated
operations. [Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea’s latest round of weapons tests indicates a
deliberate effort to incorporate battlefield lessons
from conflicts in the Middle East and Ukraine into its
own military doctrine, with a focus on strengthening
deterrence against the U.S. and South Korea.

Analysts assess that Pyongyang is increasingly
integrating operational insights from Iran’s use of
cluster munitions and broader trends observed in
Ukraine, where North Korea has also gained indirect
experience through its support for Russia, including
technology transfers and combat exposure.

These developments are embedded in a broader
strategic shift since the collapse of nuclear diplomacy
with Washington in 2019. Under Kim Jong-un’s current
five-year military plan, North Korea is prioritizing the
mass deployment of short-range missiles to enable
concentrated strikes against South Korea, which it now
officially defines as its “most hostile enemy state.”
Simultaneously, Pyongyang continues to deepen ties
with Russia and China, reinforcing an alternative
security alignment.
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The tests also coincide with an explicit deterioration in
inter-Korean relations. Pyongyang reaffirmed its
rejection of engagement with Seoul, labelling South
Korea a “hostile enemy” and dismissing recent
conciliatory interpretations of remarks by Kim Yo-jong,
the sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un (see AiR
No. 14, April/2026, 1).

Tensions were further fueled by disputes over alleged
drone incursions and Seoul's support for a UN human
rights resolution targeting the North. [The New York
Times] [Euronews]

South Korea: Bipartisan extra budget
targets energy shock from Middle East
conflict

(dqgl) In a rare bipartisan move, the National Assembly
has rapidly approved a KRW 26.2 trillion (USD 17.7
billion) supplementary budget to shield its import-
dependent economy from the inflationary spillovers of
the Middle East conflict.

Passed by a wide margin (214-11, with 19 abstentions)
just ten days after submission, the package reflects a
rare bipartisan accord between the ruling Democratic
Party (DP) and the opposition People Power Party (PPP)
to retain the government's original spending envelope
while prioritizing immediate relief measures.

At its core is a large-scale cash transfer scheme
targeting roughly 35.8 million people—primarily the
bottom 70 percent of income earners—with payments
ranging from KRW 100,000 to 600,000 (USD 68-405),
calibrated by income and region to offset rising fuel
and living costs.

Beyond household support, the budget introduces
targeted industrial safeguards, including an additional
KRW 200 billion (USD 135 million) to stabilize naphtha
supply—an essential petrochemical feedstock
underpinning one of South Korea'’s key export sectors
—alongside fuel subsidies for farmers and fishermen
and transport cost relief.

These measures reflect concerns over cost pass-
through effects from energy markets into both
consumer prices and export competitiveness. [Yonhap
News Agency] [Korea JoongAng Daily]

The swift passage signals a functional, crisis-driven
convergence between rival parties despite earlier
disputes over spending priorities, suggesting a shared
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recognition of the immediacy of external economic
risks.

South Korea: Prosecutors clear ruling
party mayoral candidate as probe falters
on evidence and timing

(dqgl) A joint police-prosecution task force has declined
to indict former Oceans Minister Chun Jae-soo over
alleged bribery linked to the Unification Church, citing
insufficient evidence and statute-of-limitations
constraints, in a decision that intersects directly with
the political calendar.

Chun, now a ruling Democratic Party (DP) lawmaker
and recently nominated candidate for Busan mayor,
had stepped down from his ministerial post in
December 2025 amid allegations that he received a
luxury watch and cash payments in 2018-2019 in
exchange for facilitating church-backed projects,
including a proposed Korea-Japan undersea tunnel.

While investigators confirmed that a church official
purchased a high-end watch and that it later passed
through Chun'’s associate, they were unable to
substantiate alleged cash transfers or establish that
the total value of benefits exceeded the KRW 30 million
(USD 20,300) threshold required to trigger a longer
statute of limitations.

Similarly, payments tied to bulk purchases of Chun’s
book were verified but not linked to any quid pro quo
or demonstrated awareness on Chun'’s part. Two
additional political figures implicated in the case were
also cleared on evidentiary grounds. [Yonhap News
Agency]

However, the probe yielded partial accountability: four
aides to Chun were indicted for allegedly destroying
evidence, including resetting office computers ahead
of anticipated searches. Investigators said they could
not confirm whether Chun himself directed these
actions.

The decision has drawn criticism within legal circles,
with some observers arguing that the outcome
effectively shielded a ruling party figure. The timing of
the announcement—just one day after the candidate’s
nomination for the Busan mayoral race in the June
local elections—has further fueled perceptions of
politically sensitive leniency. [Chosun Daily]
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South Korea: Prosecutors escalate
pressure in appeal against former first
lady over bribery conviction

(co) A special counsel has renewed its push for a 15-
year prison sentence for former First Lady Kim Keon
Hee, appealing a lower court ruling that handed down
a significantly lighter sentence for accepting luxury
gifts from a religious group while clearing her of more
serious financial and political charges.

The January verdict imposed one year and eight
months’ imprisonment. However, prosecutors argue
the ruling underestimates the gravity of the case,
portraying Kim’'s conduct as part of a broader pattern
of elite privilege that risks eroding trust in both
financial markets and political institutions.

Although allegations of involvement in stock price
manipulation and the improper receipt of polling data
were dismissed due to insufficient evidence, the
appeal underscores continued institutional concern
over the intersection of political influence, religious
networks, and financial gain.

The appellate court is expected to deliver its judgment
on April 28. [The Korea Herald]

Kim Keon Hee is the wife of former president Yoon Suk
Yeol who has been sentenced to life in prison for
leading an insurrection linked to his failed December
2024 martial law declaration.

South Korea: President Lee pushes labor
overhaul amid union pressure and policy
backfire

(dqgl) President Lee Jae Myung's first dedicated meeting
with the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU)
exposed mounting tensions in labor policy, as he
simultaneously sought to re-engage organized labor
while advancing a controversial proposal to extend
collective bargaining rights to small business owners.

In talks on April 10, Lee urged a return to social
dialogue and acknowledged structural weaknesses
affecting both unionized and unorganized workers. At
the same time, he signaled openness to granting small
business operators—traditionally classified as
employers rather than workers—the right to organize
and negotiate collectively, arguing that their economic
vulnerability warrants protections analogous to labor
rights. The proposal would mark a significant
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conceptual shift in South Korea’s labor framework,
potentially blurring the legal boundary between labor
and management.

The initiative faces substantial legal and institutional
hurdles. Current legislation does not recognize
collective bargaining rights for business owners, and
the Fair Trade Act prohibits coordinated price
negotiations among franchisees or contractors as
collusion.

While a recent amendment enabling franchisees to
demand negotiations with headquarters signals
incremental movement, Lee’s remarks suggest a
broader ambition to generalize such rights across the
small business sector. [Maeil Business]

Concurrently, Lee effectively conceded that existing
labor protections have produced counterproductive
outcomes, criticizing the two-year conversion rule for
non-regular workers as incentivizing firms to terminate
contracts before regularization. He called for “realistic
alternatives,” indicating a willingness to recalibrate
cornerstone labor policies.

KCTU President Yang Kyung-soo offered cautious
support for elements of the administration’s labor
agenda but pressed for more assertive reforms,
including a substantial minimum wage increase, formal
mechanisms to assess the labor impact of artificial
intelligence, and improved conditions for non-regular
workers in the public sector. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Military detection failure
triggers scrutiny amid North Korean
missile launches

(co) South Korea's military is facing mounting criticism
after failing to promptly detect and assess one of
several recent ballistic missile launches by North Korea
(see article in this edition). Opposition figures have
seized on the lapse to question the credibility of
Seoul's surveillance and command capabilities at a
time of heightened regional tensions.

The incident occurred against the backdrop of North
Korea’s latest missile activity on April 8, when
Pyongyang fired multiple ballistic missiles toward the
East Sea.

It has also renewed concerns over readiness to
assume wartime operational control (OPCON) from the
United States. [The Korea Herald]
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Established in 1950 during the Korean War, OPCON—
the authority to command military forces during
operations—currently rests with the U.S.-ROK
Combined Forces Command, giving the U.S. authority
to command South Korean troops during war, but a
conditions-based transition is underway to transfer
this authority to a Korean-led command.

Taiwan: Main opposition party leader’s
Beijing visit sharpens domestic divides
over China policy

(ak/dgl) Kuomintang (KMT) leader Cheng Li-wun's visit
to Beijing last week, including a meeting with China's
President Xi Jinping, marks the first such engagement
by a sitting KMT chair in a decade and has reignited
debate in Taiwan over how to manage relations with
China.

During the talks, Xi stressed that cross-strait dialogue
must be anchored in opposition to Taiwan
independence and framed both sides as part of a
shared Chinese nation, while expressing willingness to
expand exchanges with parties that accept this
premise.

Cheng, in response, presented the visit as an effort to
reduce tensions and preserve peace, reaffirming
support for the “1992 Consensus” as a basis for
continued engagement. In remarks following her
closed-door meeting with Xi, Cheng argued that
younger generations should recognize that rejecting
Taiwan independence and upholding the 1992
Consensus are essential to preventing conflict, averting
tragedy, and fostering stable cross-strait relations.

The visit unfolds against a prolonged freeze in official
cross-strait communication since 2016, after the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) rejected the “1992
Consensus”"—an understanding that both sides belong
to “one China,” while allowing differing interpretations.

Beijing has since refused contact with President Lai
Ching-te, whom it labels a separatist, instead engaging
opposition figures, reinforcing concerns within the DPP
that China is seeking to influence Taiwan's internal
political dynamics. [BBC] [CNBC]

The visit has drawn heavy criticism from the DPP,
portraying it as lending legitimacy to Beijing's narrative
and potentially undermining Taiwan's sovereignty.
Premier Cho Jung-tai said Cheng was “playing with fire"
by echoing Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
rejuvenation rhetoric. Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-di/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-dd/

Council also voiced concern arguing that the meeting
sends the wrong signal internationally by
domesticating cross-strait issues.

Meanwhile, Huang Kuo-chang, chair of the smaller
opposition Taiwan People’s Party, said cross-strait
dialogue aids stability, while criticizing DPP partisan
attacks. [Taipei Times] [Taiwan News] [Newtalk, in
Chinese] [CNA,_in Chinese]

Following the visit, the Beijing announced 10 measures
on April 12 including KMT-CCP talks, direct flights,
tourism easing, food imports, infrastructure links for
Kinmen and Matsu counties, access to “healthy”
Taiwanese TV—conditioned on opposing Taiwan
independence.

Taiwanese Presidential Office was quick to warn that
these measures risk repeating past patterns of
economic coercion, demanding that Beijing seeks
official channels to engage in formal communication.
Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Council dismissed them as
political “poisoned pills,” while the KMT called them a
“gift” to the people of Taiwan. [AP_ News] [Reuters]
[China Daily] [Taipei Times] [Newtalk, in Chinese]

Taiwan: Opposition party expels legislator
over nationality dispute and internal
controversy

(dqgl) The opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) has
expelled legislator Li Chen-hsiu, stripping her of party
membership and legislative status following
disciplinary proceedings over multiple controversies,
including questions about her Chinese citizenship and
public allegations against party figures. The party said
her conduct had damaged its reputation and public
trust.

Li's removal follows internal complaints and escalating
disputes, with the party leadership framing the
decision as necessary to enforce discipline.

Li's case has been shaped by overlapping
controversies, most notably questions over her
Chinese citizenship and eligibility to hold office, as well
as allegations she made publicly accusing Hsinchu
Mayor Kao Hung-an of receiving NTD 7 million (USD
220,000) from party founder Ko Wen-je. [Taiwan News
1]

Li was sworn in as a legislator in February, along with
several other TPP lawmakers.
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Following her expulsion, Taipei prosecutors have
opened an investigation into Li, examining allegations
of document forgery and corruption linked to her
candidacy and tenure. The probe centers on claims
that irregularities in her at-large registration—
reportedly tied to her dual nationality—may have
enabled her to unlawfully obtain a legislative seat and
salary.

Authorities said the case could involve offences
including falsification of official documents and
violations of anti-corruption laws, with the anti-
corruption task force leading the investigation.
Prosecutors have not ruled out summoning Li for
questioning. [Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan: Cabinet moves to tighten migrant
worker protections

(dgl) The Cabinet has approved draft amendments to
strengthen protections for migrant workers, notably
banning employers and labor brokers from retaining
workers' identity documents or confiscating personal
property under any circumstances—closing a loophole
that previously allowed such practices with worker
“consent.”

The revision responds to persistent concerns that
document retention facilitates coercion and heightens
risks of forced labor. Officials framed the move as
aligning not only with Taiwan’s commitments under
the Taiwan-U.S. Act on Reciprocal Trade (ART), signed
in February, but also with evolving labor standards
promoted by the United Nations and the European
Union.

The proposal further prohibits brokers from
demanding irrelevant personal information from
workers and maintains existing penalties, including
fines of NTD 60,000-300,000 (USD 1,900-9,500) and
possible revocation of recruitment permits.

However, the Cabinet stopped short of introducing
legislation to ban recruitment fees in key sectors such
as manufacturing and fishing—another ART-related
commitment—thereby highlighting the limits of
current reform momentum by leaving a structural
source of coercion intact. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan
News]

The amendment marks a significant tightening of
Taiwan's labor governance framework, shifting from a
consent-based regime to a categorical prohibition in
line with international forced labor indicators. This
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comes in response to growing external scrutiny of
labor practices within global supply chains, particularly
from the United States and EU, where compliance
increasingly conditions market access and trade
credibility.

While the reforms signal Taipei's intent to mitigate
reputational risks and align with international normes,
the omission of recruitment fee bans suggests ongoing
domestic resistance, leaving a key structural driver of
migrant worker vulnerability only partially addressed.

Taiwan: Energy security concerns drive
push for strategic stockpiles and nuclear
policy shift

(ak) Taiwan’'s semiconductor industry is urging a
fundamental rethink of the island’s energy and
resource security strategy, as Middle East instability
exposes structural vulnerabilities in fuel supply and
industrial inputs critical to global chip production.

Leading chipmakers, coordinated through the Taiwan
Semiconductor Industry Association (TSIA), have called
on the government to build strategic reserves of
liquefied natural gas (LNG) and helium—two
indispensable inputs with limited substitutability—
warning that supply disruptions could undermine
Taiwan's outsized role in the global semiconductor
supply chain.

Taiwan currently holds only around 11 days of LNG
reserves and lacks any formal helium stockpiles,
despite accounting for roughly one-fifth of global chip
manufacturing capacity. Industry sources indicate that
helium shortages are already affecting production
margins, while rising geopolitical risk has driven up
LNG shipping costs by approximately TWD 1 billion
(USD 31 million) per vessel. [Nikkei Asia] [Tom's
Hardware] [Yahoo! Finance] [Inside, in Chinese]

The push reflects a clear causal chain in which conflict-
driven volatility in global energy markets constrains
LNG imports, increases risks to electricity supply, and
in turn threatens semiconductor fabrication, a sector
highly dependent on stable power and specialized gas
inputs. TSIA has urged Taipei to emulate stockpiling
models in Japan and the United States to mitigate
these risks. [Nikkei Asia] [LTN, in Chinese]

More significantly, industry leaders have publicly
endorsed a reopening of decommissioned nuclear
power plants—marking a notable departure from
Taiwan's long-standing phase-out policy. The
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intervention aligns with recent guidance from
President Lai Ching-te to explore restarting two
reactors, signaling a potential policy pivot driven by
surging electricity demand linked to Al-driven industrial
expansion and the limits of an import-dependent
energy system. [Nikkei Asia] [The Diplomat] [TCN 1]

This convergence of industrial and policy pressure
highlights a broader strategic dilemma: Taiwan’s global
technological centrality is increasingly constrained by
its energy insecurity. While business leaders
emphasize nuclear power's role in delivering stable,
low-carbon baseload electricity, environmental groups
continue to oppose any reversal, citing seismic risks,
unresolved waste management issues, and the
challenges of ensuring public safety in a densely
populated environment [Nikkei Asia] [LTN, in Chinese]
[TCN 2]

The debate thus encapsulates a deeper structural
tension between economic resilience and domestic
political constraints, as Taiwan weighs the costs of
energy vulnerability against the risks of reintroducing
nuclear power in an increasingly uncertain geopolitical
landscape.

Taiwan: Contractor disclosure offers rare
insight into next-generation missile
capabilities

(dqgl) Taiwan’s next-generation Strong Bow (Sky Bow V)
anti-ballistic missile system appears to significantly
extend the island’s air defense reach, with a reported
range of up to 1,500 km and speeds exceeding Mach
10, according to details disclosed by defense
contractor Transcom during an investor briefing.

The disclosure—made in a commercial investor setting
rather than through official defense channels—offers a
rare and likely unintended glimpse into the system'’s
capabilities. Transcom indicated that the Strong Bow's
range far exceeds that of the currently deployed Sky
Bow IIl (500 km). Previous reporting had already
pointed to an interception altitude of up to 70 km and
the use of an active electronically scanned array (AESA)
radar capable of detecting targets beyond 500 km.

The program is part of Taiwan’s NTD 1.25 trillion (USD
39.33 billion) special defense budget, with NTD 36.1
billion (approximately USD 1.14 billion) allocated for at
least two systems and 128 missiles. The system is
expected to operate alongside Sky Bow Il and U.S.-
supplied Patriot PAC-3 interceptors within a layered air
defense architecture.
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Future plans include an integrated command center
linking multiple launch systems and incorporating Al-
assisted decision-making to optimize interception
choices in real time. A further iteration, Sky Bow V, is
under development, reportedly targeting an
interception ceiling of 100 km. [Taiwan News]

A 1,500 km engagement envelope, if confirmed, would
materially enhance Taiwan’s capacity to counter
medium- to intermediate-range ballistic threats,
reinforcing deterrence against China's expanding
missile arsenal. [Army Recognition]

Taiwan: Navy upgrades French-built
frigates to strengthen air defense

(dgl) Taiwan’'s Navy is moving to close critical medium-
range air defense gaps by upgrading its Kang Ding-
class frigates under a new contract with DCI-DESCO, a
subsidiary of French defense consultancy DCI.

The NTD 1.97 billion (USD 61.93 million) agreement,
running through March 2031, follows a separate NTD
1.81 billion deal for technical support signed in late
March. The upgrades include integration of the
domestically developed Hua Yang vertical launch
system for Sea Sword Il surface-to-air missiles,
alongside advanced sensors such as the BAE Systems
Artisan radar and the French PASEO NS fire control
system, improving detection and engagement of low-
observable targets.

The first upgraded vessel, Cheng De, has completed
testing and entered service, with the remaining five
frigates to be modernized in phases by 2031 using a
standardized configuration.

In parallel, Taiwan is advancing its indigenous light
frigate program, with 12 vessels planned in air defense
and anti-submarine variants, with deliveries expected
from 2027. [Taiwan News]

The upgrade is part of Taiwan's effort to harden its
surface fleet against China’s increasingly sophisticated
People's Liberation Army missile and air threats,
particularly in scenarios involving saturation attacks.
[Politics Today]

Taiwan: Civilian espionage case exposes
China use of hybrid networks to access
military data
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(ak) Taipei prosecutors have indicted a former
television producer and four accomplices for collecting
sensitive military information for China, highlighting
the increasing use of civilian intermediaries in China's
intelligence operations targeting Taiwan's defense
sector.

Prosecutors are seeking a prison sentence of more
than 12 years for the lead suspect, who is accused of
being recruited by Chinese operatives between 2024
and 2025 and coordinating the collection of military-
related data, including information on service
personnel. Investigators allege that thousands of data
points were gathered and partially transmitted via
encrypted messaging platforms to contacts in China in
exchange for payment.

The network reportedly involved multiple handlers and
included attempts to recruit active-duty military
personnel, though without success. The case was
uncovered incidentally during a fraud investigation
involving impersonation and investment scams,
underscoring the convergence of criminal activity and
espionage as both recruitment channel and
operational cover. [CNA, in Chinese] [Focus Taiwan]

The indictment reflects a broader shift in PRC
intelligence tactics toward decentralized, low-visibility
collection methods that exploit civilian access points
and digital platforms. For Taiwan, the case highlights
persistent vulnerabilities in safeguarding military-
related data and the growing challenge of detecting
hybrid espionage networks operating below traditional
security thresholds.

Taiwan: Supreme Court closes long-
running espionage and embezzlement
case

(dql) Taiwan's Supreme Court has dismissed charges
against former National Security Bureau (NSB) officer
Liu Kuan-chun, upholding lower-court rulings and
effectively ending a decades-long legal case over
alleged embezzlement and espionage.

The court found that charges dating back to the 1990s
had expired under the statute of limitations. Liu, a
former colonel and chief cashier, fled Taiwan in 2000
after allegedly embezzling NTD 190 million (USD 6.12
million) from classified NSB funds. Authorities
recovered NTD 129 million (USD 4.06 million) in 2023
through asset seizures.
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Despite the case’s closure, Liu remains a fugitive and is
suspected of having defected to China with sensitive
intelligence. However, courts in Taipei and the High
Court previously ruled that available evidence failed to
establish intent or demonstrable harm to national
security, citing gaps in the chain of custody for key
documents. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Authorities bar Chinese
influencer over “one China” messaging
during visit

(dgl) Taiwan's National Immigration Agency (NIA) has
barred Chinese influencer Yang Yue, known as “Dada,”
from re-entering the island after she filmed videos
promoting the “one China” principle during a recent
visit, triggering public backlash.

Yang, who has over 2.3 million followers, entered
Taiwan from Thailand in late March on a short-term
professional exchange visa and produced travel
content during her one-week stay. In multiple clips, she
referred to “Taiwan, China” and told locals she was “not
a foreigner” but Chinese, framing Taiwan as part of the
mainland. The videos circulated widely online,
prompting criticism over her messaging and questions
about the vetting process that allowed her entry.

Following a review, the NIA concluded that the content
violated the principle of mutual respect and imposed a
ban on future entry. Authorities emphasized that her
visa had been properly issued under existing
procedures but that her conduct during the visit
warranted administrative action. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Military to simulate China
blockade in first cross-agency civil
defense drill

(ak) Taiwan will conduct its first joint exercise
simulating a Chinese blockade, bringing together the
Ministry of the Interior and multiple civilian agencies.
The drill is designed to test Taiwan's ability to
safeguard critical supply lines and maintain energy
imports under crisis conditions.

The Interior Ministry highlighted that a large-scale
blockade around Taiwan would have far-reaching
regional consequences, potentially disrupting energy
flows across East Asia. Drawing a parallel to recent
tensions around the Strait of Hormuz, the ministry
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underscored the vulnerability of maritime chokepoints
and the risks posed by supply disruptions in the
Taiwan Strait and surrounding waters.

The exercise forms part of a broader effort to
strengthen resilience. Additional drills in July will focus
on domestic supply logistics, while the Navy and Coast
Guard Administration are set to practice escort
operations for vessels navigating near Taiwan.
Although ships could reroute east of Taiwan to avoid a
blockade, such diversions would increase costs and
delay deliveries.

Taiwan aims to maintain at least three operational sea
lanes linking the island to the Philippines, Japan, and
the United States in the event of a blockade.

The drills follow extensive PRC military drills around
Taiwan in December 2025. Using more than 89
aircrafts, 14 warships, and 14 coast guard vessels, the
PLA's “Justice Mission 2025" rehearsed a complete
encircling of Taiwan. [Taiwan News] [Bloomberg]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
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Bangladesh: Parliament converts interim
ordinances into law through accelerated
legislative process

(Im) The National Parliament of Bangladesh -
dominated by Prime Minister Tarique Rahman'’s
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) - has completed a
rapid legislative process to formalize the bulk of
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ordinances issued during the interim government
period, marking a decisive phase in the contested
implementation of post-2024 reform commitments.

While the following overview captures the scope of the
legislative consolidation, a number of the most
consequential bills are analyzed in dedicated articles
below.

Between April 6 and 10, lawmakers passed 91 bills —
converting a large share of the 133 ordinances issued
between August 2024 - the month longtime prime
minister Sheikh Hasina was ousted at the height of a
popular uprising - and February into permanent law —
within the constitutional requirement of 30 days
following the first sitting of Parliament. This process
unfolded against an ongoing dispute over how the
post-2024 reform agenda — endorsed through a
referendum and initially framed as a comprehensive
restructuring of state institutions — should be
implemented, with the BNP-led government favoring a
parliamentary route while opposition forces - most
notably the main opposition Jamaat-e-Islami - argue for
full and direct adoption of the original reform
blueprint.

Prior to the latest parliamentary blitz, a parliamentary
special committee had reviewed the ordinances in
advance, recommending 98 for adoption in original
form, 15 with amendments, and rejecting or
restructuring around 20 others, including proposals
related to anti-corruption, policing, enforced
disappearances, and key accountability institutions.
This filtering process — already politically contested —
shaped the final legislative outcome. [AIR No. 14,
April/2026, 1]

The adopted legislation spans a wide range of sectors,
reflecting both continuity and selective modification of
the interim reform agenda. Key areas include financial
sector reforms (e.g., bank resolution, deposit
protection, central bank and Grameen Bank
amendments), digital governance and cybersecurity,
and energy and fiscal measures, alongside legal and
judicial reforms, including amendments to criminal
procedure and the International Crimes Tribunal
framework.

A significant cluster of laws relates to political
transition and post-uprising governance, including
legislation on the July-August 2024 movement.
Additional laws cover labor rights, local government,
environmental protection, land use, migration, and
human trafficking, as well as the creation of new
development authorities and a central university
structure.
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At the same time, Parliament selectively repealed or
replaced several interim ordinances, including those
on the National Human Rights Commission, Supreme
Court secretariat, and judicial appointments. These
areas had been central to the original reform
blueprint's emphasis on strengthening institutional
checks and judicial independence, and their rollback or
redesign has drawn criticism from opposition groups
and civil society actors who argue that key
accountability mechanisms are being diluted. [Dhaka
Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3] [Dhaka
Tribune 4] [Dhaka Tribune 5]

The legislative process itself was highly compressed
and characterized by limited debate, with most bills
passed by voice vote without clause-by-clause
amendments, reflecting prior consensus within the
review committee dominated by the ruling BNP.
Political tensions nonetheless remain pronounced:
opposition lawmakers staged walkouts during the
session, accusing the government of advancing
legislation despite unresolved objections and of
departing from the original reform mandate endorsed
after the 2024 protests. [Dhaka Tribune 6]

Bangladesh: Court ruling on judicial
control triggers government appeal and
legislative rollback move

(Im) The High Court Division of the Supreme Court —
the constitutional bench that reviews laws and
government actions — has ordered the establishment
of an independent judicial secretariat and restored
administrative control over lower courts to the
judiciary, marking a significant constitutional
development in Bangladesh.

In its full judgment published on April 7, the court
directed the creation of a separate Supreme Court
secretariat — an administrative body to manage
judicial affairs independently from the executive —
within three months. It also reassigned authority over
the posting, promotion, leave, and discipline of
subordinate court judges to the Supreme Court,
reversing the existing framework under Article 116 of
the Constitution — the provision governing control
over lower courts —, under which such powers were
exercised by the President in consultation with the
judiciary.

The court further declared amendments introduced
through the Fourth Amendment (1975) and the
Fifteenth Amendment (2011) unconstitutional,
reinstating the original 1972 provision placing control
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with the judiciary. It also struck down the Judicial
Service (Discipline) Rules, 2017. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The ruling has prompted immediate responses from
the executive and legislature. On April 8, the Attorney
General that the state will appeal the decision, with the
case expected to proceed to the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

In parallel, on April 9, Parliament passed the Supreme
Court Secretariat (Repeal) Bill, 2026 — a legislative
measure intended to reverse or block the creation of a
separate judicial secretariat —, with the government
stating that further consultation and scrutiny with
stakeholders are required regarding the necessity and
structure of such an institution. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

On the same day, lawmakers also passed the Supreme
Court Judge Appointment (Repeal) Bill, 2026 —
legislation revoking a prior ordinance issued by the
interim government to address judge shortages. The
ordinance had established a Judicial Appointment
Council — a body designed to structure and
depoliticize judicial appointments —, under which 25
judges were appointed.

The government stated that while the ordinance
helped fill vacancies, it should be replaced by a more
comprehensive framework developed through
constitutional reform. A “savings clause” — a provision
preserving the legal validity of past actions — ensures
that all appointments and decisions made under the
ordinance remain effective. [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Bangladesh: Parliament formalizes ban on
Awami League, legislates historical
narratives, and dismantles legacy
privileges

(Im) Parliament in Bangladesh has passed a broad set
of measures reshaping the country's legal, political,
and historical framework, combining restrictions on
the former ruling establishment with legislation
redefining state narratives of key historical periods.

On April 8, lawmakers approved the Anti-Terrorism
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, converting into statute an
earlier ordinance adopted by the interim government.
The amended law maintains the ban on all activities of
the Awami League — the party that dominated
Bangladeshi politics for years until the ouster of party
leader and longtime prime minister Sheikh Hasina in
August 2024 — while proceedings against the party
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and its leaders continue before the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT), Bangladesh’s domestic court for
crimes such as crimes against humanity and related
grave offences.

The ban was originally imposed on May 10, 2025, when
the interim government suspended the party’'s
activities under the Anti-Terrorism Act, citing
allegations linked to protest-related violence and
broader mass casualty incidents. The restriction
applies to all organizational activities, including online
operations, and is tied to the outcome of ongoing ICT
proceedings. The party's registration has also been
suspended, effectively barring it from electoral
participation while the ban remains in force. [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

In parallel, Parliament passed legislation repealing the
Father of the Nation’s Family Members Security Act,
2009, a law granting special state security and
privileges to relatives of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Bangladesh’s founding leader and father of Sheikh
Hasina. The repeal converts into law an ordinance
issued by the interim government in September 2024,
which had already removed these protections. The
government stated that the earlier law created
unequal treatment by granting state benefits to a
single family, and that its removal reflects a policy shift
toward eliminating such preferential arrangements.
[Dhaka Tribune 2]

At the same time, Parliament adopted a series of laws
redefining state recognition of two defining periods in
Bangladesh’s history—the 1971 Liberation War — the
conflict that led to independence from Pakistan — and
the July-August 2024 uprising that led to the removal
of Hasina's government.

Regarding the Liberation War, lawmakers passed the
Jatiya Muktijoddha Council (Amendment) Act, 2026,
updating the legal framework for recognizing
participants in the independence struggle. The law
maintains the designation “Bir Muktijoddha" —
officially recognized freedom fighters who directly
participated in combat or military training —, while
introducing a new category of “Associates of the
Liberation War” — individuals who contributed
through political, diplomatic, or organizational support,
including from abroad. It also retains explicit
references to local collaborators of Pakistani forces —
including groups such as Razakars and political parties
like the Jamaat-e-Islami, a party historically accused of
collaborating with Pakistani forces during the 1971 war
but also the current main opposition party in
Parliament. [Dhaka Tribune 3]
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Unsurprisingly, that point remained contested during
parliamentary debate, with the leader of Jamaat
explicitly calling for the removal of his party’'s name
from the legal definition, arguing that the roles of
individuals and groups during the conflict should not
be codified in law. [Dhaka Tribune 4]

In parallel, Parliament institutionalized the legacy of
the 2024 uprising through multiple measures. The July
Mass Uprising (Protection and Accountability) Act, 2026
provides for the withdrawal of existing cases and bars
new legal action against those involved, while assigning
allegations of killings during the unrest to a dedicated
commission for investigation. Complementing this, the
Welfare and Rehabilitation of Martyrs’ Families and July
Fighters Act, 2026, establishes formal recognition and
assistance mechanisms for affected families. [Dhaka
Tribune 5] [Dhaka Tribune 6]

Efforts to formalize the historical narrative of the
uprising have also generated political friction. A
separate bill to establish a July Memorial Museum
triggered opposition protests and a parliamentary
walkout by Jamaat, reflecting disagreement over how
the events should be officially represented. [Dhaka
Tribune 7]

Bangladesh: Former Speaker Shirin
Sharmin Chaudhury granted bail in
uprising-linked case

(ms) A Dhaka court has granted bail to former
parliament speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury in an
attempted murder case tied to the July 2024 uprising,
allowing her release from custody hours after the
order was issued.

Chaudhury, a senior figure of the former ruling Awami
League, was freed from Kashimpur Women'’s Central
Jail on April 12 after posting bail of BDT 50,000 (USD
~410). The court cited her health condition and gender
in granting relief, noting there were no other active
detention orders against her.

The case relates to violence during the July 2024
protests that led to the collapse of the Awami League
government in August. According to the complaint, a
protester was shot and seriously injured in Dhaka's
Uttara area, prompting charges against more than 25
named individuals, including Chaudhury, and over 100
unnamed suspects.

Chaudhury had served as speaker since 2013 and was
a prominent institutional figure during the Awami
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League’s time in power. Following the government's
fall, she resigned in September 2024 amid a broader
political transition. [Dhaka Times 1] [Dhaka Times 2]

Bangladesh: Parliament establishes new
central university to restructure oversight
of major Dhaka colleges

(Im) Parliament in Bangladesh has approved legislation
to reorganize the administration of several major
public colleges in the capital, creating a new
institutional framework for higher education. The new
institution will supervise seven major colleges in
Dhaka, integrating them under a unified academic
structure.

The move follows years of administrative friction. The
colleges were previously affiliated with the National
University — a public institution overseeing affiliated
colleges across Bangladesh —, before being brought
under University of Dhaka in 2017. Students later
raised concerns over academic management under
that arrangement and demanded a separate
university. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Parliament reinstates 2009
human rights law as commission
members resign

(Im/ms) Parliament in Bangladesh has reinstated the
National Human Rights Commission Act, 2009,
replacing a 2025 ordinance and prompting the
resignation of all current members of the country’'s
human rights watchdog.

The National Human Rights Commission (Repeal and
Re-enactment) Act, 2026, passed on April 9, restores
the original legal framework governing the commission
while including a “savings clause” to validate past
actions taken under the repealed ordinance.

The 2009 law establishes the commission as an
oversight body mandated to investigate human rights
violations, monitor detention conditions, review
legislation, and advise the government on rights
protections. However, it has long been criticized for
limited enforcement powers, as it can only recommend
actions rather than prosecute or compel compliance.

Following the repeal of the ordinance under which the
current commission had been appointed, all members
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resigned, stating the body effectively ceased to exist.
Officials said the legal basis for their positions had
been removed, creating institutional uncertainty.

The government argued the 2025 ordinance contained
unclear provisions and risked weakening protections,
particularly in sensitive areas such as enforced
disappearances. It framed the return to the 2009 law
as a temporary step to avoid a governance gap.

A parliamentary committee is expected to review the
framework and propose reforms. Opposition figures
warned the move could reinforce political influence
over the commission, while the government said
future amendments would address structural
weaknesses. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Enforced disappearance
cases to proceed under ICT framework
following legislative changes

(Im) Allegations of enforced disappearances in
Bangladesh are expected to be prosecuted under the
existing International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) Act — the
legal framework governing Bangladesh’s ICT, a
domestic court established in 1973 to prosecute
genocide and crimes against humanity —, following
recent legislative changes.

On April 7, Parliament passed the International Crimes
(Tribunals) (Amendment) Bill, 2026 — a law
incorporating enforced disappearance into the ICT's
jurisdiction by defining it as a crime against humanity
—, effectively merging provisions from a previously
proposed Enforced Disappearance Ordinance — a
separate legal instrument intended to address such
cases — into the existing tribunal framework.

In this context, the Chief Prosecutor stated the same
day that the ICT Act already provides sufficient
jurisdiction to try enforced disappearance cases. He
described the separate ordinance as unnecessary,
arguing that the offence had already been
incorporated into the tribunal’s legal framework and
that no additional tribunal or legislation is required.
[Dhaka Tribune] [The Business Standard]

Bangladesh: Parliament advances labor
rights reforms while expanding state
control over utility governance
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(Im) Parliament in Bangladesh has passed two
significant pieces of legislation that, taken together,
expand worker protections while simultaneously
strengthening government authority over key public
utilities.

On April 9, lawmakers approved the Bangladesh
Labour (Amendment) Act, 2026, converting an earlier
ordinance into permanent law. The reforms expand
trade union rights by lowering registration thresholds,
simplifying procedures, and extending coverage to
previously excluded workers. The law also strengthens
protections against anti-union discrimination,
prohibiting practices such as blacklisting, dismissal of
union leaders, or employer interference in union
activities. It introduces enforcement mechanisms
allowing authorities to order immediate cessation of
violations and compensation for affected workers.

In addition, the amendments clarify layoff
compensation rules, defining eligibility based on
minimum service periods and wage calculations, and
introduce new provisions banning workplace
discrimination based on factors such as gender,
religion, disability, or political opinion. [Dhaka Tribune
1]

In parallel, on April 8, Parliament passed the Water
Supply and Sewerage Authority (Amendment) Act,
2026, granting the government expanded powers to
intervene in the management of WASAs — state-run
urban water and sewage service authorities operating
in major cities.

The law allows authorities, under “special
circumstances,” to appoint or remove senior officials —
including managing directors and staff — and dissolve
governing boards without prior notice, replacing them
with government-appointed committees. It also applies
retroactively to October 2024, validating actions taken
after the political transition that followed the August
2024 change of government, when the absence or
departure of key officials disrupted service delivery.
[Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Middle East war continues to
disrupt energy supply, shipping, and fiscal
stability

(Im) The ongoing war in the Middle East continues to
affect Bangladesh's energy supply chains, shipping
routes, and fiscal position, with multiple developments
in recent days highlighting the extent of the impact.
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In maritime transport, a state-owned vessel carrying
37,000 tons of phosphate fertilizer was denied passage
through the Strait of Hormuz and ordered to return to
Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates. The ship had
already been stranded in the region for around 40
days, highlighting continued constraints on regional
shipping routes. Diplomatic efforts to secure passage
are ongoing. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

At the same time, Bangladesh is working to maintain
fuel supply through imports. Several vessels carrying
liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, and gas
oil have recently arrived at Chittagong Port — the
country's main seaport on the southeastern coast —,
with priority unloading aimed at sustaining electricity
generation. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Despite these inflows, domestic power production
remains under pressure. The Payra coal-fired power
plant — one of Bangladesh’s largest power stations
located in the southern coastal region — has been shut
since November 2025 due to coal procurement
problems. The Matarbari plant — another major
coastal power facility — is operating far below capacity
due to coal shortages. These disruptions have
contributed to increased load shedding, particularly
outside Dhaka, as electricity demand rises with
seasonal heat. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

The shortages reflect both global and structural
factors. Bangladesh relies heavily on imported coal,
mainly from Indonesia — its primary supplier —,
where export restrictions and reduced availability on
the spot market have disrupted supply, especially for
plants without long-term contracts. At the same time,
electricity imports from India have declined due to
technical issues at a supplying plant, further tightening

supply.

Macroeconomic pressures are also visible. Foreign
exchange reserves stood at USD 34.48 billion (or USD
29.86 billion), indicating limited but still functioning
buffers. On the fiscal side, the government is
increasing reliance on domestic borrowing, planning to
raise BDT 100 billion (USD 820 million) through special
treasury bill auctions in April. This reflects revenue
shortfalls and rising expenditure needs, with banks
absorbing the issuance amid weak private-sector credit
demand and excess liquidity. [Dhaka Tribune 4] [Dhaka
Tribune 5]

Amid rising concern, officials have sought to reassure
the public. State Minister Mir Shahe Alam said fuel oil
supply and reserves remain stable, with no immediate
need for panic. He noted that the government is
maintaining supply through higher-cost imports
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supported by subsidies, with spending in the sector
expected to reach around BDT 360 billion (USD 3
billion) by June. [Dhaka Tribune 6]

Bangladesh: Growth outlook improves
slightly but inflation, external risks, and
structural weaknesses persist

(Im) Bangladesh’s economic outlook shows modest
recovery but remains constrained by inflation, external
shocks, and structural vulnerabilities, according to
recent assessments by Asian Development Bank and
World Bank.

The ADB projects GPD to grow by 4.0 percent in fiscal
year 2025-26, rising from 3.5 percent in the previous
year, with further improvement expected in FY27. The
outlook reflects a gradual recovery in consumption and
investment following the easing of political uncertainty
after the elections. At the same time, inflation is
expected to remain elevated at around 9.0 percent,
driven by high global energy prices and supply
disruptions, including spillovers from the Middle East
war.

The World Bank presents a slightly more cautious
assessment, projecting growth at 3.9 percent in FY26,
while highlighting persistent pressures including rising
poverty, a weak banking sector, and limited fiscal
space. The report notes that the poverty rate — the
share of the population living below the national
poverty line — increased to 21.4 percent in 2025,
reflecting the impact of inflation on household
purchasing power.

Both institutions underline Bangladesh’s exposure to
external risks. Disruptions linked to the Middle East
war are affecting energy prices, trade, and remittance
flows, while also increasing pressure on the current
account. Although remittances remain relatively
resilient, higher import costs and weaker exports could
widen deficits and strain foreign exchange reserves.

Domestic structural constraints further complicate the
outlook. The World Bank highlights weaknesses in
revenue mobilization, with the tax-to-GDP ratio falling
below 7 percent, alongside vulnerabilities in the
financial sector, where non-performing loans reached
over 30 percent. Private investment remains subdued,
and small and medium enterprises continue to face
regulatory and infrastructure constraints.

Both reports emphasize that sustained recovery
depends on structural reforms, including
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strengthening the financial sector, improving the
business environment, maintaining macroeconomic
stability, and ensuring targeted social protection.
Without such measures, Bangladesh'’s ability to absorb
prolonged external shocks and sustain inclusive
growth is expected to remain limited. [Dhaka Tribune
1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Army chief concludes US visit

(Im) The Chief of Army Staff of Bangladesh has
returned from an official visit to the United States,
where engagements focused on bilateral issues and
Bangladesh’s role in international peacekeeping.

During the visit, the army chief participated in
programs in the U.S. state of Georgia and held
meetings with officials on matters of mutual interest.
He was also awarded a resolution by the state
authorities in recognition of Bangladesh's
contributions to United Nations peacekeeping
missions. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Media reform commitments
remain pending amid sector constraints

(Im) Bhutan's government has not yet implemented
several previously announced media reforms,
including a media protection policy, the transformation
of the Bhutan Broadcasting Service into a public
service broadcaster, the licensing of a private television
channel, and the provision of scholarships for
journalists. Authorities state that progress depends on
the adoption of a comprehensive media and
broadcasting policy framework.

According to the Reporters Without Borders World
Press Freedom Index 2025, Bhutan ranked 152nd out
of 180 countries, down from 33rd in 2022.

A recent case involved the cancellation of a private
newspaper's license after it was not renewed within
the required period under publication regulations,
despite a 120-day window and multiple reminders,
according to the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and
Employment.

At the same time, the government reported support
measures for the sector. Under the Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP), private media outlets received one-
off grants of BTN 1 million (USD 12,000) each and
annual support of about BTN 0.6 million (USD 7,200)
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under the Media Enterprise Development Budget.
Training and capacity-building are also conducted
through organizations such as the Bhutan Media
Foundation and the Journalists’ Association of Bhutan.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Audit authority suspends
clearance certificates over unresolved
public finance cases

(Im) The Royal Audit Authority has suspended the
issuance of Audit Clearance Certificates (ACCs) —
required for promotions, transfers, training, and
retirement benefits — to compel the resolution of
outstanding audit cases across government agencies.
The authority has also stopped granting such
certificates based on undertakings and is withholding
them from heads of agencies with pending cases.

The move follows a December 2025 directive covering
2,456 cases worth BTN 15.66 billion (USD 187.9
million). Since then, 695 cases totaling BTN 11.41
billion (USD 136.9 million) have been resolved, while
498 cases involving BTN 987.27 million (USD 11.8
million) are under law enforcement review. As of
March 31, 1,263 cases amounting to BTN 3.26 billion
(USD 39.1 million) remain outstanding.

The authority set a June 30 deadline for resolution,
warning that non-compliance may trigger further
sanctions under the Audit Act of Bhutan 2018. It also
reported 19 cases involving missing individuals linked
to audit issues totaling BTN 13.9 million (USD 0.17
million). [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Bitcoin holdings reduced by over
70 percent as mining activity declines

(ms) Bhutan has reduced its bitcoin holdings by more
than 70 percent since late 2024, according to
blockchain data, indicating a sustained drawdown of
state-linked digital assets.

The country’s reserves have fallen from around 13,000
BTC in October 2024 to approximately 3,954 BTC,
valued at about USD 280 million. Data shows that
more than USD 200 million worth of bitcoin has been
moved out of government-linked wallets in 2026 alone,
with transactions often routed through addresses
associated with institutional trading platforms.
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Bhutan'’s bitcoin holdings were accumulated through
mining operations managed by Druk Holding and
Investments, the country’s sovereign wealth fund. The
mining model relied on surplus hydropower capacity,
allowing the state to convert electricity into digital
assets.

Recent transaction patterns suggest that mining
activity has slowed significantly or stopped. No major
inflows from mining have been recorded for over a
year, while outflows have continued.

The reduction in holdings coincides with tighter
margins in bitcoin mining. Increased network difficulty,
reduced block rewards following the latest halving, and
lower price levels compared to previous peaks have
affected profitability, particularly for smaller-scale
operations.

At the same time, exporting electricity to neighboring
India provides a more stable revenue stream than
mining, which depends on volatile market conditions.

The government has not publicly detailed the rationale
behind the asset sales, but the continued transfers
indicate an ongoing adjustment in how Bhutan
manages its bitcoin reserves and related energy use.
[Coin Desk] [Finbold] [The Block 1] [The Block 2]

Bhutan: Strong growth outlook driven by
hydropower, but structural risks persist

(Im) Bhutan's economy is projected to maintain strong
growth in the coming years, driven primarily by
hydropower expansion. The Asian Development Bank
forecasts growth of 6.9 percent in 2026 and 7.2
percent in 2027, while the World Bank projects growth
of around 6.4 percent in the 2026-27 fiscal year,
following strong performance in 2025 supported by
increased electricity output and a recovery in tourism.

Growth is underpinned by major hydropower projects,
as well as ongoing construction at Dorjilung,
Khorlochhu, and other facilities with a combined
capacity of over 2,000 megawatts. The services sector
continues to benefit from rising tourist arrivals, while
agriculture maintains steady but more limited
contributions to overall growth.

At the same time, inflation is expected to rise to
around 3.9-5.6 percent in 2026 due to higher global
fuel and food prices and the implementation of the
Goods and Services Tax, a nationwide consumption tax
reform, before moderating thereafter. Fiscal pressures
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are also building, with the fiscal deficit projected to
widen to around 3.5-4 percent of gross domestic
product due to increased capital spending.

Bhutan's external position presents a mixed picture.
Foreign exchange reserves reached USD 1.15 billion in
February and are projected to rise to USD 1.32 billion
by June, enough to cover about 34 months of essential
imports, well above the constitutional minimum of one
year. However, these reserves are being supported
mainly by external grants, loans, remittances, and one-
off financial inflows rather than by broad export
growth. [Kuensel 1]

At the same time, the current account deficit, a
measure of a country’s trade and income balance with
the rest of the world, is projected to remain high at
around 19.47 percent of gross domestic product in
fiscal year 2025-26 and could widen further over the
medium term as imports for hydropower construction
increase.

Both institutions highlight structural risks to the
outlook. These include youth unemployment, which
stands at around 20.6 percent, and continued outward
migration, with roughly 9 percent of Bhutan's
population living abroad. Rising fuel prices linked to
global geopolitical tensions, including the Middle East
war, are also contributing to inflationary pressure and
affecting household incomes.

Further risks include delays in hydropower projects,
tighter fiscal conditions, financial sector vulnerabilities,
and broader global uncertainties. Both the Asian
Development Bank and the World Bank emphasize the
need for structural reforms, including economic
diversification, private sector development, improved
access to finance, and stronger job creation, to ensure
that growth translates into broader economic
opportunities. [Kuensel 2] [Kuensel 3]

Bhutan: Op-ed links high airfares and data
costs to duopoly-driven policy choices

(Im) A recent op-ed article argues that high airfares and
expensive data services in Bhutan are the result of
policy choices shaped by duopolistic market structures
in key sectors. Aviation is controlled by Drukair
Corporation (the state-owned national airline under
Druk Holding and Investments Limited, the
government's commercial arm) and Tashi Air (Bhutan
Airlines, the only private airline, owned by the Tashi
Group), while telecommunications are dominated by
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Bhutan Telecom (state-owned) and Tashi InfoComm
(TashiCell, a private operator).

Prices in both sectors remain comparatively high.
Telecom operators offer similar high-volume data
packages at BTN 999 (USD 11.99), while airfares to
Bhutan are significantly higher than to comparable
regional destinations, affecting tourism, business
travel, and domestic mobility.

Cost structures are also shaped by operational
constraints. In aviation, these include Paro
International Airport (Bhutan's only international
airport, requiring specialized flight operations due to
mountainous terrain), limited aircraft utilization, and
reliance on imported fuel. In telecommunications, high
infrastructure and spectrum costs contribute to limited
pricing flexibility.

Both sectors remain profitable. Bhutan Telecom
generates annual revenues of approximately BTN 6-7
billion (USD 72-84 million), while Drukair reported
revenues of BTN 5.5 billion (USD 66 million) and a
profit of BTN 178 million (USD 2.1 million) in 2024.

The article notes that the government is considering
measures to address pricing pressures, including the
possible introduction of a third telecom operator and
additional international connectivity infrastructure,
although Bhutan’s small domestic market may limit the
impact of increased competition. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Major dry port projects nears
completion to ease border congestion and
improve trade logistics

(Im) Bhutan's Pasakha mega dry port — a major
logistics infrastructure project near Phuentsholing, the
country’s main commercial hub at the India border —
has reached 87 percent completion and is on track to
become operational by June, with the aim of reducing
congestion and improving cargo movement. The dry
port is also expected to benefit industries in the
Pasakha Industrial Estate by allowing businesses to
complete customs procedures closer to production
sites, improving inventory management and supply
chain predictability. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Construction resumes on major
hydropower dam after prolonged delays
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(Im) Concrete works on the 1,200 megawatt
Punatsangchhu-I Hydroelectric Project — a large
Bhutan-India hydropower project on the
Punatsangchhu River, designed to generate electricity
primarily for export to India — resumed after being
suspended since 2019 due to geological instability,
marking a key step in restarting the main dam
construction.

The project, launched in 2008 under a bilateral
agreement with India, Bhutan's primary hydropower
partner and main export market for electricity, was
initially scheduled for completion in 2016 but has faced
repeated delays linked to slope stability issues.
Authorities now estimate completion by 2029, subject
to no further disruptions.

Costs have increased significantly from an initial BTN
35 billion (USD 420 million) to about BTN 100 billion
(USD 1.2 billion), with BTN 87 billion (USD 1.04 billion)
already spent. Overall physical progress stands at 87
percent.

Separately, Bhutan is advancing plans for the 768
megawatt Punatsangchhu-Ill project in partnership
with an Indian industrial conglomerate and Bhutan's
state-owned hydropower developer responsible for
operating and expanding the country’s electricity
generation capacity. Preparatory work has been
completed and a memorandum of understanding
signed, although the detailed project report remains
pending. [Kuensel]

India: Government advances amendments
to operationalize women'’s quota amid
political contestation

(dql) In @ move to address the chronic
underrepresentation of women in Indian legislatures,
the government has approved draft legislation to
amend the framework for implementing the long-
delayed 33 percent reservation for women in
Parliament and state assemblies, paving the way for
parliamentary consideration during a special session
later in April.

The proposed amendments seek to operationalize the
2023 women's reservation law, with implementation
targeted for the 2029 general elections. The reform
package includes constitutional and delimitation-
related changes to enable seat expansion and the
allocation of reserved constituencies for women across
federal and state legislatures.
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A central issue addressed by the amendments is the
sequencing of delimitation—the redrawing of electoral
constituency boundaries—and census-linked
conditions, which had previously delayed the rollout of
the quota. The government appears to be exploring
mechanisms to accelerate implementation, including
adjustments to existing legal constraints on
parliamentary seat allocation. [The Times of India]

However, the move has triggered intensifying political
opposition, particularly given its timing. The initiative
comes amid ongoing and upcoming major state
elections across key regions in April-May 2026,
including in Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala, and
Assam—one of the most politically sensitive periods in
India’s electoral calendar this year. Critics argue that
advancing the amendments under these conditions
may serve partisan interests and risk politicizing a
broadly supported reform.

Opposition parties have begun coordinating a joint
response ahead of the parliamentary session, signaling
that the reform could become a focal point of political
contestation.

Concerns have also been raised about the link
between women'’s reservation and broader
delimitation reforms, with some regional leaders
warning that redrawing constituencies could alter the
balance of political representation, particularly
disadvantaging southern states. [The Tribune]
[National Herald]

India: Censorship concerns rise as
government moves to regulate online
news voices

(dqgl) The government has proposed amendments to its
IT rules that would extend regulatory oversight from
formal digital news publishers to a much broader set
of actors, including influencers, podcasters, and
ordinary users sharing news-related content on
platforms such as YouTube, Facebook, and X.

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) seeks to bring such users under an existing
“code of ethics” currently applied to registered media
outlets. The proposal would also require platforms to
comply with government directives to retain “safe
harbour” protections, effectively increasing pressure
on companies to enforce content takedowns. [The
Print]
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Critics argue the changes could significantly expand
state authority over online discourse. Digital rights
advocates warn that the amendments—combined with
earlier reforms—risk institutionalizing a system of
rapid, opaque content removal with limited legal
recourse. Recent measures have already shortened
compliance windows for takedown orders to three
hours and strengthened centralized mechanisms,
enabling multiple agencies to issue removal requests.

Concerns are reinforced by recent enforcement
patterns. Several social media accounts critical of the
government have been blocked under existing legal
provisions, often without prior notice or explanation,
with some users resorting to court action to restore
access. Affected creators report growing pressure
toward self-censorship and loss of anonymity.

The government maintains that the reforms are
necessary to combat misinformation, hate speech, and
deepfakes, arguing that the evolving digital landscape
requires a uniform regulatory framework as news
dissemination increasingly extends beyond traditional
publishers. [BBC] [France 24]

India: Supreme Court warns states over
weak enforcement against child
trafficking networks

(dqgl) The Supreme Court has raised alarm over the
persistence of organized child trafficking, cautioning
that the situation risks spiraling “beyond control” if
states and union territories fail to act decisively.

The court criticized the “lackadaisical” implementation
of its April 2025 ruling aimed at dismantling trafficking
networks, noting that at least 15 states have yet to
establish mandated review committees to identify and
monitor trafficking-prone areas. The court stressed
that while judicial oversight can continue, effective
enforcement depends on political and administrative
will at the state level.

The bench granted states a “final opportunity” to
comply, warning that continued inaction could result in
jurisdictions being formally labelled as “defaulting”.

Several states—including Madhya Pradesh, Goa,
Haryana, Odisha, and Punjab—have also failed to
submit compliance reports in the required format. The
matter is scheduled for further hearing on April 29.
[The Tribune]
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The court’s intervention points to a persistent gap
between judicial activism and administrative execution
in India’s governance system. Despite a robust legal
framework, enforcement remains uneven, particularly
in areas requiring inter-agency coordination and
sustained political prioritization. [LSI]

India: Supreme Court to examine
biometric voter ID proposal for future
elections

(dqgl) The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a petition
seeking the introduction of biometric voter
identification—using fingerprints, facial recognition, or
iris scans—at polling stations to prevent duplicate or
proxy voting. The court clarified that such measures
cannot be implemented for the upcoming state
Assembly elections but warrant examination for future
parliamentary and state polls.

The petition argues that biometric verification, building
on the existing use of Aadhaar—the country’s national
biometric identification system—as a valid identity
document, would strengthen electoral integrity by
ensuring that only legitimate voters cast ballots. It
frames the proposal as a means to reinforce the
principle of “one citizen, one vote” and curb electoral
malpractice.

The Court noted that adopting such a system would
require significant regulatory changes and entail
substantial financial costs, while emphasizing that the
Election Commission holds broad constitutional
powers to ensure free and fair elections. The case
follows the petitioner’s earlier appeal to the Election
Commission, which had not acted on the proposal.
[The New Indian Express]

India: Wage protests turn violent

(dgl) A wave of labor unrest over minimum wages has
escalated into violent protests across India’s National
Capital Region, encompassing Delhi and parts of the
states of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, with
disturbances spreading from Gurugram’s
manufacturing hub to Noida and Faridabad. The
escalation highlights mounting socio-economic
pressures within India’s industrial workforce,
particularly in key manufacturing clusters central to its
economic growth strategy.
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The agitation began in early April at the Honda
Motorcycle and Scooter India (HMSI) plant in Manesar,
where workers demanded higher wages amid rising
living costs, and quickly expanded to multiple factories
across the industrial township.

Following sustained protests and a strike involving
workers from over a dozen companies, the Haryana
government announced on April 10 a 35 percent
increase in minimum wages effective April 1. [Reuters]

However, poor communication of the decision and a
forceful police response to gatherings—despite
prohibitory orders—triggered clashes in the industrial
town Manesar, including arson and property damage.
Authorities subsequently arrested dozens of
individuals identified through CCTV footage, restoring a
degree of calm, though tensions remain ahead of
planned further protests.

The unrest has since spread across the wider National
Capital Region. In Noida, demonstrations turned
violent, with reports of factory incursions, vandalism,
vehicles set on fire, and major traffic disruptions,
including blockades on key highways. Workers in these
areas have echoed demands for wage revisions, citing
inflation and stagnant incomes as key grievances.
[India Today] [Al Jazeera] [The Tribune]

India: Government ramps up emergency
measures to secure power supply

(dqgl) The government has intensified efforts to ensure
uninterrupted electricity supply, deploying emergency
regulatory powers and fast-tracking capacity additions
as the country braces for peak summer demand and
external energy risks.

At the core of the response is the use of directives
under Section 11 of the country's electricity law—
emergency powers allowing the government to issue
binding instructions to generators—compelling
imported coal plants to run at full capacity and adding
around 4,000 MW to the grid. Planned maintenance
shutdowns have also been deferred, unlocking an
additional 10,000 MW.

The government highlighted that coal stockpiles
remain robust at roughly 55 million tons, sufficient for
about 19 days of consumption, reflecting tighter
coordination across ministries and supply chains.

In parallel, authorities are accelerating the
commissioning of approximately 22,000 MW of new
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capacity across thermal, renewable (solar and wind),
and hydro sources over the next three months. Gas-
fired plants—though playing a minor role—have also
been allowed to import LNG to support peak demand.

Officials maintain that India’s power system remains
diversified and resilient, capable of meeting both
short-term surges and longer-term demand growth,
with additional emphasis on battery storage and
pumped hydro projects to stabilize supply. [The
Tribune]

In a broader energy policy context, the intervention
demonstrates India’s continued reliance on coal-based
flexibility as a short-term stabilizer, even as it pursues
a long-term transition toward renewables. The
combination of emergency directives and accelerated
project commissioning reflects a hybrid energy
strategy: maintaining grid stability through
conventional sources while expanding clean capacity.
[Norten Rose Fulbright] [Discovery Alert]

India: Prototype fast breeder reactor
reaches criticality, advancing nuclear
program

(dql) India has achieved a major milestone in its civil
nuclear program, with the country's first Prototype Fast
Breeder Reactor (PFBR) attaining first criticality,
marking the point at which a sustained nuclear chain
reaction is established. The achievement represents an
important step not only in technological development,
but also in India's longer-term effort to translate fast
breeder technology into a commercially viable
component of its energy mix.

The 500 MW sodium-cooled reactor is designed to
produce more fissile material than it consumes, a
feature that—if successfully scaled—could support
future commercial deployment.

The PFBR represents a key component of India’s long-
term three-stage nuclear strategy, aimed at
maximizing energy output from limited uranium
reserves while enabling the future deployment of
thorium-based reactors. Fast breeder technology
allows the conversion of spent fuel into new fissile
material through a closed fuel cycle, thereby improving
resource efficiency and reducing long-term waste.

India’s broader nuclear roadmap reflects rising energy
demand and the need for reliable, low-carbon
baseload power to complement renewable energy
expansion. Nuclear energy currently accounts for a
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modest share of electricity generation (around 3.3
percent), but the government plans to expand capacity
to over 22 GW by 2031-32, up from approximately 7.4
GW today. [NucNet] [India Today]

While fast breeder reactor technology has been
pursued by several countries—including the United
States, France, the United Kingdom, Japan, China, and
Russia—commercial deployment has remained limited,
with Russia currently operating the only fully
commercial system. Persistent challenges related to
materials, fuel reprocessing, and economic viability
have constrained wider adoption.

Experts caution against overstating the immediate
significance of bringing India’s PFBR to criticality. The
project's extended development timeline—spanning
more than two decades—highlights the technological
and regulatory complexities involved. By contrast,
China has recently advanced comparable fast reactor
projects on significantly shorter timelines,
underscoring questions about scalability and
efficiency. [Al Jazeera]

India: Air Force advances long-range radar
procurement to strengthen air defense
coverage

(dqgl) India’s Air Force is moving to procure advanced
long-range surveillance radars (LRSR) to address
evolving aerial threats and strengthen its multi-tiered
air defense network, particularly in light of the growing
use of missiles and drones in modern warfare. The
proposed systems would replace legacy radars dating
back to the mid-1970s.

According to a request for information (RFI) issued on
April 8, the IAF is seeking mobile, vehicle-mounted
radar systems capable of detecting and tracking
ballistic and cruise missiles, aircraft, and low-
observable drones at ranges exceeding 450 km and
altitudes up to 40 km. The systems are expected to
feature 4D electronically scanned phased array
technology based on Gallium Nitride(GaN)—an
advanced semiconductor material used in high-
performance electronics—, with 360-degree coverage,
automated target classification, and integrated
identification of friend or foe (IFF).

The latest procurement is restricted to Indian entities,
underscoring the continued emphasis on
indigenization and domestic defense manufacturing.
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The move comes as India has progressively expanded
its radar inventory in recent years, including the
induction of anti-stealth and medium-power AESA
systems developed domestically, alongside additional
high-power radars for both static and mobile
deployment. [The Tribune]

In March, the defense ministry signed a USD 210
million contract with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)
for the procurement of two advanced mountain radars
for the Indian Air Force. The radars are tailored for
high-altitude deployment and are expected to enhance
surveillance and detection capabilities in challenging
terrain. [Devdiscourse]

India: US company signs deal to build local
engine repair facility for Tejas fighter jets

(dql) In a move reflecting India’s accelerating push for
defense self-reliance, the Indian Air Force (IAF) has
concluded an agreement with U.S. jet engine
manufacturer GE Aerospace to establish a domestic
facility for the maintenance and repair of engines
powering its Tejas fighter jets.

The facility will support both the existing fleet of 35
Tejas aircraft and the 180 upgraded Tejas Mark 1A jets
currently under production, aiming to enhance
operational readiness while reducing reliance on
overseas servicing.

Owned and operated by the IAF, the depot will be
supported by the U.S. partner through technical
assistance, training, spare parts provision, and
specialized equipment. Once operational, it is expected
to significantly shorten repair cycles and improve
aircraft availability by removing the need to send
engines abroad for servicing.

The initiative forms part of the IAF's broader effort to
enhance sustainment capabilities for its indigenously
developed platforms. It also builds on a long-standing
partnership with the U.S. supplier, whose engines
power several Indian Air Force and Navy platforms,
alongside marine propulsion systems used in key naval
assets. [WION]

The collaboration is further supported by an existing
industrial footprint in India, including a manufacturing
base and local suppliers integrated into global supply
chains. [The Tribune]
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India: Domestic firm delivers loitering
drones under emergency procurement

(dgl) India has accelerated the deployment of
domestically produced unmanned systems, with local
firm InsideFPV completing a INR 100 million (USD 1.2
million) contract to supply hundreds of loitering
("kamikaze") drones within 60 days under the
Emergency Procurement Route.

The systems are designed for high-altitude, desert, and
GPS-denied environments, with operational tolerance
reportedly ranging from -35°C to 50°C. Their
deployment reflects the growing battlefield role of
loitering munitions for short-range precision strikes
and real-time reconnaissance. [The Defense Post]

India: Police dismantle Pakistan-linked
terror module

(dgl) Security agencies have dismantled a suspected
Pakistan-linked terror and espionage network,
arresting 11 individuals—including eight from Punjab—
in a pre-emptive operation that foiled planned grenade
attacks on sensitive installations.

The Delhi Police Special Cell uncovered a module
allegedly backed by Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) and linked to the banned group
Babbar Khalsa International (BKI)— a militant Sikh
separatist organization that seeks to create an
independent state called “Khalistan” in India’s Punjab
region.

Investigations indicate that operatives were engaged in
surveillance of strategic and military-related sites,
installing covert CCTV systems at multiple locations
and transmitting live footage to handlers based in
Pakistan.

Authorities recovered weapons, ammunition, and
surveillance equipment, while digital evidence
suggested a coordinated network using fake identities,
illicit funding channels, and cross-border
communication tools. The group was reportedly
involved in reconnaissance of army and paramilitary
facilities and was preparing logistical groundwork for
potential grenade attacks and other acts of terror,
which were prevented through timely intervention.

The operation also exposed a broader nexus involving
foreign-based handlers, local recruits, and criminal
networks, with financing partly derived from illegal
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arms trafficking and smuggling activities. Investigators
are continuing to map the wider network and its cross-
border linkages. [The Tribune]

The case represents the latest example of persistent
cross-border, proxy-enabled security threats in India,
particularly involving networks linked to Pakistan-
based actors and diaspora operatives. It also highlights
the evolving hybrid nature of contemporary terror
operations, combining espionage, criminal financing,
and planned attacks. [Organiser] [The Register]

India: Supreme Court to hear plea on
repatriation of citizens allegedly forced
into Russia-Ukraine war

(dqgl) The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a petition
seeking the safe return of 26 Indian nationals
reportedly stranded in Russia and allegedly coerced
into participating in the war in Ukraine, bringing
renewed attention to cases of fraudulent overseas
recruitment and state responsibility for citizens
abroad.

The court has asked the government to respond after
petitioners claimed the individuals were lured to
Russia under false pretenses and subsequently forced
into military roles. The court scheduled a further
hearing later this month, while the government
indicated it would examine the matter and provide
instructions.

The petition calls for urgent diplomatic and consular
intervention, including efforts by the Indian Embassy in
Moscow to verify the individuals’ whereabouts, legal
status, and safety, as well as to secure their
repatriation in line with international law. It also urges
authorities to ensure access to legal assistance,
medical care, and communication with families. [The
Tribune]

India: Armed forces advance landmark
reform with theater command integration
plan

(dql) In one of the most consequential reforms in
India’s military organization since independence, the
armed forces have concluded internal deliberations on
the creation of integrated theatre commands, with
Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan indicating
that a formal proposal will be submitted to the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-qt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-qi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-qd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-qh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-qh/

government within the coming weeks, signaling a
significant restructuring of the country’s military
command architecture.

The proposed reform aims to reorganize India’'s armed
forces into geographically defined, tri-service
commands that integrate Army, Navy, and Air Force
assets under unified leadership.

While there is full consensus on the concept, some
differences remain regarding operational
implementation, though these are reportedly being
addressed. Current plans envisage a Western Theatre
Command focused on Pakistan and likely led by the
Indian Air Force, a Northern Theatre Command
oriented toward China under Army leadership, and a
Maritime Theatre Command headed by the Navy.

The proposal also includes the creation of a Vice Chief
of Defence Staff and the appointment of deputy
commanders from different services to strengthen
inter-service coordination.

Notably, the emerging model appears to move away
from earlier rotation arrangements toward fixed
service leadership in specific theatres, particularly
assigning the Air Force a permanent lead role in the
western command. [The Tribune] [The Week]

Maldives: Post-election fallout continues
as dismissals, austerity measures, and
political appointments come into focus

(Im/ms) Following the April 4 local council elections and
constitutional referendum—which resulted in losses
for the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC) in key
urban areas and the rejection of a proposed
constitutional amendment—the government has
undertaken dismissals across state institutions,
introduced expenditure controls for state-owned
enterprises (SOEs), and come under renewed scrutiny
over the scale of political appointments.

In the immediate aftermath of the vote, multiple
officials in SOEs and government-linked positions were
dismissed, including individuals connected to Asma
Rasheed, a lawmaker from the ruling party, after a
leaked audio recording in which dissatisfaction over
political appointments was expressed. Additional
removals affected appointees in state-owned
companies, including retired officials serving in
leadership roles. No comprehensive official
explanation has been provided for the dismissals. Al
Arif, Minister at the President's Office for Presidential
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Affairs and a relative of President Muizzu,
subsequently became the first ministerial-level official
to resign, on April 13. His departure follows a broader
pattern of senior resignations and dismissals across
SOEs since the election results. [AIR No. 14, April/2026,
11

Separately, the Privatization and Corporatization Board
issued directives requiring SOEs and their subsidiaries
to reduce expenditure, including the suspension of
promotions, restricting recruitment to essential roles,
limiting overtime to critical functions, and canceling
non-essential events. These measures follow an earlier
directive issued on March 30.

Allegations of government interference in SOE
governance have also surfaced. Ibrahim Nooradeen, a
former board director of Maldives Airports Company
Limited (MACL), publicly alleged that his removal from
the board followed his opposition to a MVR 93 million
(USD approximately 6 million) project intended for the
Road Development Corporation without competitive
tendering, and to a proposed 25-year lease of the Jet
Service Terminal to a private company without a
bidding process. He stated that the board had been
informed the contract would proceed on instructions
from a higher authority. Neither the government nor
MACL has issued an official response to these
allegations. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Disclosed figures on political appointments highlight
the scale of patronage within ministries. The Ministry
of Health employs 30 political appointees at an
estimated monthly salary cost of MVR 1 million (USD
approximately 65,000), against a total annual budget of
MVR 2.6 billion (USD approximately 169 million). The
Ministry of Sports, Fitness and Recreation employs
approximately 291 political appointees, and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Welfare 53, with
estimated monthly salary costs of MVR 1.3 million (USD
approximately 84,500). Government officials have
stated that total political appointees number
approximately 700, while opposition actors claim the
figure exceeds 1,000 — and disclosed figures from the
President's Office in 2025 already exceeded the
administration's self-imposed cap of 700 by at least
222 officials. [The Sun 3] [The Sun 4] [The Sun 5]

Parliamentary scrutiny has intensified in parallel. The
Health Ministry's Secondary Legislation Committee
voted unanimously to summon senior ministry officials
after only 4 of the 20 regulations mandated under the
Food Safety Act — ratified in May 2024 — had been
gazetted within the required timeframe. An emergency
motion filed by the MDP alleging discontinuation of
Aasandha health insurance coverage by private
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facilities and shortages of medicine and medical
equipment was rejected by the parliamentary
presidency on procedural grounds, with the deputy
speaker ruling that the claims had not been sufficiently
verified and did not constitute an emergency. [The Sun
6] [The Sun 7] [The Sun 8]

Maldives: Government reverses dismissal
of diplomat

(Im) The Maldivian government has reversed the
dismissal of Dr Salma Rasheed, the country’s
Permanent Representative to the United Nations in
Geneva, two days after her removal, and is reportedly
reassigning her to duties at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Male’, indicating a rapid recalibration of
personnel decisions following recent political
developments.

Salma, a senior diplomat and sister of a ruling party
lawmaker, had been dismissed alongside another
senior diplomatic appointee earlier in the week, in
actions linked to a leaked audio recording in which
individuals, including her sister, were heard criticizing
the administration. The dismissals occurred without
official explanation and were not publicly formalized
through standard government communication
channels. [The Sun] [The Sun]

Maldives: Opposition figures escalate
pressure on government following
electoral setback

(Im/ms) Following the April 4 local council elections and
referendum, opposition and opposition-aligned figures
have increased pressure on President Dr. Mohamed
Muizzu's administration, calling for accountability,
raising concerns over governance performance, and
organizing public demonstrations.

Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom, a former head of state
and current leader of the People’s National Front (PNF),
a political party formed after his split from the ruling
camp, called on the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP),
the main opposition party, to use its strengthened
electoral position to hold the government accountable.
Speaking at a PNF event, he stated that the public
expects the MDP to address governance issues,
including pending cases at the Anti-Corruption
Commission, he Auditor General's Office, and the
judiciary. He also urged the party to prioritize current
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public concerns before focusing on the 2028
presidential election. [The Sun]

In parallel, Yameen’s PNF launched a series of rallies in
Malé, calling for the resignation of President Muizzu.
According to party officials, the demonstrations were
initiated by party members following the election
results, which they argue indicate reduced public
support for the administration. Several senior figures
from the MDP have also publicly called for the
president’s resignation. [The Sun]

At the parliamentary level, lawmakers from the MDP
reported that 62 formal questions submitted to
government ministers between December 4, 2024 and
January 13, 2025 remain unanswered. The highest
number of pending responses concerns the Minister of
Construction and Infrastructure, followed by the
Minister of Finance, with additional unanswered
questions across several other ministries. The MDP has
called on the Speaker of Parliament to ensure that
ministers comply with constitutional accountability
requirements. [The Sun]

Separately, Mohamed Jameel Ahmed, a former deputy
head of state, publicly criticized the composition and
performance of the current administration, stating that
some individuals surrounding the president lack
competence. He linked the ruling party's electoral
performance to both the rejected referendum and the
role of senior figures around the president, and alleged
significant government spending during the election
campaign. He further stated that public dissatisfaction
is reflected in perceptions of limited service delivery by
government institutions. [The Sun]

Maldives: Opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party faces leadership crisis
despite recent election victory

(Im/ms) The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) is
experiencing an escalating internal leadership crisis
following its recent local council election victory, with
factional disputes over party control, governance
procedures, and leadership authority now moving
toward a formal no-confidence vote against interim
chair Abdul Ghafoor Moosa.

The crisis follows a broad mid-term electoral setback
for the ruling People’s National Congress of President
Mohamed Muizzu in local council and mayoral
elections and a constitutional referendum held on April
4 earlier this month. The MDP retained control of all
five major cities, securing dominant council and
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Women'’s Development Committee results in key urban
centers, while the referendum on aligning presidential
and parliamentary election cycles was rejected by
roughly 68 to 70 percent of voters. [AIR No. 14,
April/2026, 1]

However, tensions within the MDP were triggered by a
post-election victory rally in Malé, where former
President Mohamed Nasheed and former party chair
Fayyaz Ismail—senior figures who rejoined the party
ahead of this year's local elections after a split in 2023
—were not allowed to speak, leading to a boycott by
their supporters and exposing unresolved divisions
despite a unified campaign. Abdul Ghafoor stated that
both had requested speaking slots and that
arrangements were underway, but accused them of
circulating statements undermining party cohesion.
[The Sun 1]

The dispute escalated institutionally when Deputy
Chair Ibrahim Waheed publicly rejected his abrupt
dismissal, arguing it violated party rules requiring
National Council approval, while the party's legal
director was also removed without stated cause. These
actions prompted members aligned with Nasheed to
organize a no-confidence motion against Ghafoor,
alleging unconstitutional decision-making and external
influence over party leadership. [The Sun 2] [The Sun
31 [The Sun 4]

A petition endorsed by 55 members has been formally
submitted, triggering a National Council vote
scheduled for April 13. Under party rules, the council—
comprising 123 members with a quorum of 31—can
remove the chair by majority vote. Ghafoor has
refused to resign, insisting the matter be resolved
through a formal vote. [The Sun 5] [The Sun 6]

Amid these tensions, the MDP National Assembly has
now approved the formation of a special interim
committee to advise on the running of the party until a
permanent chairperson is elected. The committee
includes former presidents Mohamed Nasheed and
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, Interim Chair Abdul Ghafoor
Moosa, party president Abdulla Shahid, parliamentary
group leader Ibrahim Nazil, and former chair Fayyaz
Ismail.

The decision, taken in a brief closed-door meeting,
indicates a shift toward a power-sharing arrangement
among senior leaders. Former President Solih stated
that internal disagreements had been addressed
through consultations and that party leaders had
agreed to move forward collectively, though the
underlying disputes over leadership authority and
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internal procedures remain unresolved. [The Sun 7]
[The Sun 8]

Maldives: Supreme Court schedules
hearing in anti-defection case after
prolonged stall

(Im/ms) The Supreme Court of the Maldives has
scheduled a hearing in a constitutional challenge to
anti-defection provisions that strip lawmakers of their
seats if they change or lose party affiliation,
reactivating a case stalled since early 2025 following
judicial suspensions and subsequent reconstitution of
the Court.

The amendment, adopted in a one-day legislative
process by the People's Majlis in November 2024,
mandates loss of mandate for party switching,
expulsion, resignation from a party, or independent
members joining parties. A petition filed shortly
thereafter challenges both the substance of the
provisions and their potential retrospective application
to sitting members, arguing incompatibility with
Maldives' presidential system.

Proceedings were halted in February 2025 after the
Judicial Service Commission suspended three justices
citing investigations by the Anti-Corruption
Commission. These actions coincided with a
parliamentary initiative to reduce the size of the Court
and were followed by dismissals, a resignation, and
new judicial appointments, leaving the bench
reconstituted while the case remained pending. The
underlying investigations have not produced publicly
known outcomes.

As hearings are set to resume, MDP Interim
Chairperson and Hanimaadhoo MP Abdul Ghafoor
Moosa publicly called on both the ruling PNC and the
MDP to negotiate and withdraw the constitutional
amendments, including the anti-defection provision.
Speaking during a parliamentary debate on April 13, he
argued that the amendments were destabilizing the
country and had implications for state finances and
corruption oversight. His remarks reflect broader
opposition concern that the sequence of events
surrounding the Supreme Court case — including the
judicial suspensions occurring days before a scheduled
hearing — raises questions about executive influence
over the judiciary, a charge the president has denied.
[The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]
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Maldives: Supreme Court to rule on MP
disqualification over unpaid debt case

(Im) The Supreme Court of the Maldives has ruled that
Mohamed Sinan, a lawmaker affiliated with the ruling
People's National Congress, has forfeited his seat in
the People's Majlis under constitutional provisions
disqualifying members with unpaid court-decreed
debts — the first such disqualification in the current
20th parliamentary assembly.

The case stemmed from a 2024 magistrate court
judgment ordering repayment of a loan of MVR 3.8
million (USD 247,000) to the Maldives Islamic Bank,
taken out by Sinan and two co-applicants. A petition
filed in February 2025 by private individual Ghalib
Saleem argued that non-compliance triggered Article
73(c) of the Constitution, which mandates automatic
disqualification of lawmakers with outstanding
decreed debts.

Sinan reportedly settled the debt after the petition was
filed, leading the bank to withdraw enforcement
proceedings. The Court nonetheless ruled that
disqualification is triggered at the point of non-
payment and cannot be cured by subsequent
repayment. The five-judge bench, headed by Justice
Aisha Shujoon Mohamed, further found that Sinan had
been aware of the original magistrate court judgment,
had failed to appeal it, and had not adhered to the
prescribed installment schedule. The Court also
clarified that the existence of collateral does not
negate a proven unpaid debt as a disqualifying factor
for holding parliamentary office. [The Sun 1] [The Sun
2]

Maldives: ADB warns of sharp slowdown
amid external pressures

(ms) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has projected
a slowdown in the Maldives’ economy in 2026, with
growth expected to fall to 1.0 percent, down from 5.4
percent last year, according to its latest outlook . The
decline is primarily linked to geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East, which are affecting tourism, energy
costs, and fiscal stability.

Higher global oil prices have increased import costs for
the Maldives, a country heavily dependent on fuel
imports. As a result, inflation is expected to rise to
around 5.0 percent, putting additional pressure on
household incomes. At the same time, tourism — the
main driver of the economy — is showing signs of
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weakening. Although tourist arrivals rose following the
opening of a new terminal at Velana International
Airport, overall bed-night stays declined, and future
growth is expected to moderate.

The country’s external position remains fragile. Foreign
exchange reserves have come under renewed strain
following the repayment of a USD 500 million sukuk,
limiting the Maldives' ability to absorb further external
shocks. Public debt remains high at around 130
percent of GDP, while rising subsidy costs and
declining tourism revenues are increasing fiscal
pressure.

The ADB expects a modest recovery to 3.0 percent
growth next year, but warns that this depends on fiscal
reforms and improved global conditions. [The Sun]

Maldives: Commutation of violent
offender’s sentence raises questions over
presidential powers

(ms) The commutation of a prison sentence by former
Maldivian President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih during
the 2023 election campaign has come under renewed
scrutiny after the released offender was repeatedly re-
arrested for violent and criminal offenses.

Ismail Asif had been sentenced in 2022 to 10 years in
prison for attempting to murder another man during a
2019 incident at sea, in which he stabbed the victim
multiple times before throwing him overboard.
However, just days before the 2023 presidential runoff
election, Solih reduced the sentence to five days,
leading to Asif's release shortly thereafter.

The case has regained attention as Asif has since been
involved in further alleged crimes, including a machete
attack on his brother and, more recently, a theft case
involving around MVR 4 million.

In the Maldives, the president holds broad
constitutional powers, including the authority to grant
pardons or commute sentences. While such powers
are legally established, their use—particularly in
politically sensitive periods such as election campaigns
—has long been debated.

Solih's decision was not isolated. In the final days of his
presidency, he also commuted sentences of high-
profile figures convicted in a major corruption scandal,
including a former vice president. [The Sun]
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Nepal: Enforcement drive against former
political leadership escalates further

(Im) In the clearest new escalation of Nepal's post-
transition enforcement drive since the last reporting
cycle, arrest warrants were issued on April 8 against
Sher Bahadur Deuba, a former head of government
who served multiple terms, and his wife Arzu Rana
Deuba, a former cabinet member responsible for
foreign affairs, followed on April 9 by preparations to
seek Interpol assistance while both remained abroad.

The Kathmandu District Court issued the warrants at
the request of the Department of Money Laundering
Investigation, formally placing the couple on the
fugitive list and enabling authorities to initiate
procedures for an Interpol Red Notice. The
investigation focuses on alleged money laundering
linked to abuse of public office, with authorities having
already frozen assets associated with the couple and
their relatives. The case is reported to stem from a
September 9, 2025, incident - at the height of the
mass-protests that ultimately led to the dissolution of
Parliament's lower house - in which partially burnt
currency was discovered at Deuba's residence,
triggering a broader financial investigation. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Both individuals are currently abroad, reportedly in
Singapore and possibly Hong Kong, having left Nepal
citing medical treatment following injuries sustained
during the 2025 protest movement. Their absence has
led authorities, as of April 9, to begin preparations to
seek an Interpol Red Notice. However, extradition
remains uncertain, as Nepal does not have an
extradition treaty or mutual legal assistance
agreement with jurisdictions such as Singapore or
Hong Kong. Even if detained abroad, the individuals
may challenge deportation through local courts, and
host authorities may assess whether the case is
criminal or politically motivated before acting. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

At the same time, the Commission for the Investigation
of Abuse of Authority filed corruption charges on April
9 at the Special Court against Krishna Bahadur Mahara,
a senior Maoist political figure and former head of
parliament, along with 27 others. The case concerns a
2022 gold smuggling operation in which approximately
nine kilograms of gold were allegedly concealed in
electronic cigarettes and trafficked through Tribhuvan
International Airport, Nepal's main international
gateway. Prosecutors allege collusion between political
figures, customs officials, and an international
smuggling network, resulting in state losses of
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approximately NPR 77.86 million (USD 568,000). [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

In parallel developments, on April 9, ousted ex-prime
minister KP Sharma Oli, and Ramesh Lekhak, the
former official responsible for internal security, were
both released by court order after the expiry of their
remand period, while the investigation into their
alleged role in the use of lethal force during the
September 2025 protest movement, which resulted in
multiple deaths, continues. The case is based on
recommendations by a government-appointed inquiry
commission to pursue charges under provisions of the
National Penal Code related to causing death through
negligent or reckless acts. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

These developments follow the Supreme Court's April
6 order requiring authorities to either conclude the
investigation into both individuals or release them
from custody. [AIR No. 14, April/2026, 1]

Nepal: Constitutional amendment task
force begins work despite incomplete
party representation

(Im) A government-formed task force mandated to
prepare a discussion paper on constitutional
amendments held its first meeting on April 8. The
panel, established by the Cabinet on March 30 and
coordinated by the prime minister’s chief political
adviser, brings together representatives from multiple
political parties as well as senior legal officials from the
executive and the Nepal Law Commission, the body
responsible for legal reform and legislative drafting.

Members currently include representatives from the
ruling Rastriya Swatantra Party, the Communist Party
of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), the Nepal
Communist Party, the Rastriya Prajatantra Party, and
the Rastriya Janamorcha, alongside government legal
officials. However, several major parties, including the
Nepali Congress and the Janata Samajbadi Party-Nepal,
had not yet nominated their representatives at the
time of the first meeting and are expected to do so
subsequently. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court seeks clarification
from three ruling party lawmakers over
eligibility
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(Im) The Supreme Court of Nepal on April 8 issued a
show-cause order to three lawmakers from the ruling
Rastriya Swatantra Party, asking them to explain within
15 days why they should not be suspended. The order
follows separate petitions filed by rival candidates in
the March 5 elections, alleging that the lawmakers
misled the Election Commission by failing to disclose
their alleged status as blacklisted borrowers with the
Credit Information Bureau of Nepal. The Constitutional
Bench declined to issue an interim suspension order,
noting that the lawmakers have already taken the oath
of office. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Labour minister dismissed over
misconduct, portfolios reassigned in
cabinet reshuffle

(Im) Prime Minister Balendra Shah on April 9 dismissed
Deepak Kumar Sah from his position as minister for
labour, employment and social security, following
internal disciplinary findings by the ruling Rastriya
Swatantra Party. The party concluded that Sah had
breached internal rules and misused his office, citing
the continued appointment of his spouse to the Health
Insurance Board despite concerns over its
appropriateness. The action was taken under party
statutes allowing the recall of officeholders, and a
separate warning was issued to the minister for health
and population for failing to address the issue. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

On April 10, the prime minister moved to fill the
resulting vacancy and complete a cabinet reshuffle by
recommending Ramjee Yadav as the new minister for
labour, employment and social security and Gauri
Kumari Yadav as minister for industry, commerce and
supplies, a portfolio previously held by the prime
minister. Both positions had remained under his direct
control following earlier vacancies. [The Kathmandu
Post 2]

Nepal: Government delays by-elections
despite 30 vacant provincial and local
positions

(Im) Nepal's government has not initiated preparations
for by-elections despite 30 vacant positions across
provincial assemblies and local governments, raising
concerns over compliance with constitutional
requirements. Currently, 17 seats in provincial
assemblies and 13 local posts, including mayors,
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deputy mayors, and municipal or rural council chairs,
remain unfilled.

Under Article 176(8) of the Constitution and the
Provincial Assembly Election Act, vacancies must be
filled through by-elections if more than six months
remain in the term. Provincial assembly terms run until
November 2027, meaning most vacancies meet the
threshold. At the local level, by-elections are required
unless less than one year remains in the term, setting
a practical deadline of May 2026.

The Election Commission has not been consulted and
cannot proceed without government authorization,
resources, and logistical support. Officials stated that
while the commission can schedule federal and
provincial by-elections, the government must initiate
and fund local-level polls.

Vacancies have arisen from resignations, deaths,
disqualifications, and candidates leaving positions to
contest higher office, including Prime Minister
Balendra Shah's resignation as Kathmandu mayor
following his election to the House of Representatives
in March, with Deputy Mayor Sunita Dangol serving as
acting mayor. Despite by-elections held in December
2024 to fill 44 positions, no new process has been
initiated, and officials indicate that the likelihood of
holding local-level by-elections is diminishing as
deadlines approach. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Former president explores political
return amid internal pressure to
reorganize major communist party

(Im) Former President Bidya Devi Bhandari —a senior
figure in the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), one of the country’s main
communist parties — has resumed political
engagements within the party, as segments push for
organizational restructuring following its weak
performance in the March 5 election. Bhandari has
held meetings with party leaders and media
representatives, though her aides state that these
interactions relate to broader political developments
rather than a formal return to party leadership.

Her renewed activity comes as party chairman and
former Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli faces a
weakened position after electoral losses and, more
recently, a period of judicial detention linked to his
handling of the September youth-led protests which
led to the dissolution of Parliament. The CPN-UML
secured only 25 seats in the March 5 elections earlier
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this year to the new House of Representatives,
prompting calls from some members—particularly
younger figures—for a special general convention to
address the party's direction.

Bhandari, a former CPN-UML vice-chair prior to
becoming president in 2015, had previously attempted
to re-enter active party politics but faced resistance
from Oli and the party leadership prior to the
September 2025 protests. This included statute
changes that removed leadership term limits and age
caps, effectively consolidating Oli's position and
blocking her return. After leaving office, Bhandari also
sought to influence party leadership indirectly,
including backing an alternative candidate against Oli
in the party’'s November convention, which ultimately
failed.

While some members are advocating restructuring,
senior figures, including Deputy General Secretary
Yogesh Bhattarai, indicate that no formal discussions
have taken place regarding Bhandari assuming a
leadership role. Party officials have also previously
expressed concern that a former head of state
returning to active party politics could set an
unfavorable institutional precedent.

Party rules require support from at least 50 percent of
general convention delegates to convene a special
convention. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: President revises ministerial order
of precedence in new government

(Im) Nepal's Ramchandra Paudel has the order of
precedence for ministers in the cabinet of Prime
Minister Balendra “Balen” Shah, adjusting the protocol
ranking of several senior officials. The changes affect
the internal ranking within the 14-member cabinet and
determine formal precedence in official state
functions.

Under the revised order, Home Minister Sudan Gurung
was moved from third to fifth position, now ranking
after the ministers for finance, foreign affairs, and
energy. Several other ministers saw their rankings
adjusted. The ministers responsible for women,
children and senior citizens, as well as law and justice,
were elevated to higher positions, while ministers
overseeing tourism, education, and communications
were moved down in the protocol hierarchy. [The
Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Widespread use of urgent arrest
warrants

(Im) An analysis of 788 arrests across 490 cases in
Kathmandu Valley between mid-February and mid-
March shows that around 80 percent were carried out
using “urgent warrants” — a legal provision under the
National Criminal Procedure Code Act 2017 that allows
police to detain suspects without prior court approval
under specific conditions. The data indicates that the
provision is being used in the majority of cases,
including 98 percent of arrests involving minors.

The law permits such warrants only where there is a
clear risk that a suspect may abscond or destroy
evidence. However, legal practitioners and officials
report that these conditions are often not specified in
practice. Cases cited include the arrest of a 15-year-old
on polygamy charges and multiple detentions for
minor offenses such as petty theft or “indecent
behavior,” while more serious offenses were more
frequently processed through standard court-issued
warrants.

The issue gained prominence following the arrest of
former Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and former
Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak using urgent warrants,
after which the Supreme Court ordered their release
pending investigation. Data from the National Judicial
Academy Nepal suggests similar patterns nationwide,
with around 70 percent of arrests relying on urgent
warrants.

Officials, including representatives of the Attorney
General's office, have acknowledged procedural
concerns, while the police maintain that all arrests are
conducted within legal requirements and subsequently
endorsed by courts within 24 hours. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Pakistan: Government highlights reform
progress and external stability amid
global shock risks

(Im) Pakistan is combining external engagement,
macroeconomic stabilization efforts, and financial
management to reinforce investor confidence, even as
global risks—particularly from the Middle East war—
continue to weigh on its outlook.

At the policy level, Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb is set to present Pakistan’s reform
trajectory and investment outlook at this week’s
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International Monetary Fund (IMF)-World Bank Spring
Meetings (April 13-18) in Washington. His agenda
includes multilateral and bilateral engagements with
global financial institutions, investors, and U.S. officials,
as well as participation in forums on financial stability,
climate finance, and development. The government
intends to showcase progress on macroeconomic
stabilization, structural reforms, digital public finance
systems, and diaspora-linked instruments such as
remittance platforms. [Arab News 1]

On April 14, he used meetings with International
Monetary Fund (IMF) officials to press for rapid
approval of a recently reached staff-level agreement to
would that would unlock USD 1.2 billion in funding
aiming to sustain momentum in the country’s reform
program and stabilize its fragile economic outlook. This
funding is part of Pakistan's ongoing USD 7 billion IMF
program and is tied to reform implementation.

Aurangzeb highlighted the adverse economic spillovers
from the ongoing Middle East conflict, framing it as a
major external supply shock with knock-on effects on
inflation and growth. He emphasized that the
government is actively managing these second- and
third-order impacts while continuing fiscal
consolidation and structural reforms, particularly in
revenue mobilization. The minister also pointed to
Pakistan’s successful Eurobond repayment as a signal
of improved financial discipline and reaffirmed
commitments to meet all external debt obligations.
[The Diplomatic Insight]

Recent macroeconomic indicators reflect a degree of
stabilization. Pakistan has repaid approximately USD
1.43 billion in external debt, including a USD 1.3 billion
Eurobond maturity, as part of routine debt servicing,
while targeting foreign exchange reserves above USD
18 billion under its IMF-supported program. Official
data shows total reserves at USD 21.89 billion as of
April 3, though this figure does not yet reflect the latest
repayments. The country’'s external debt and liabilities
remain substantial at around USD 138 billion, keeping
reserve levels and liquidity conditions under close
scrutiny. [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

Remittance inflows remain a critical support pillar. In
March, Pakistan recorded USD 3.8 billion in
remittances, a 17 percent increase compared to the
previous month, with Saudi Arabia as the largest
source, followed by the United Arab Emirates and the
United Kingdom. Despite this monthly increase,
remittances showed a year-on-year decline,
underscoring ongoing external vulnerabilities. [Arab
News 4]
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Medium-term growth prospects are cautiously
improving but remain exposed to external shocks. The
Asian Development Bank forecasts GDP growth of 3.5
percent in fiscal year 2026 and 4.5 percent in fiscal
year 2027, supported by recovering manufacturing,
increased investment, and ongoing reforms. However,
the outlook is subject to significant downside risks,
particularly from the Middle East war, which has
disrupted energy supplies and trade routes through
the Strait of Hormuz. These disruptions are expected
to raise energy and fertilizer costs, widen the current
account deficit, weaken remittance flows from Gulf
economies, and sustain inflation pressures, projected
at around 6.4-6.5 percent. [Arab News 5]

Pakistan: Government promotes logistics
hub strategy amid reforms, Middle East
war-linked trade disruptions

(Im) Pakistan is intensifying efforts to position itself as
a regional logistics and connectivity hub, combining
investor outreach with domestic consultations as
shifting trade patterns—partly driven by the ongoing
war in the Middle East tensions—create new
opportunities.

Early last week, Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb engaged global investors, presenting
Pakistan as a potential maritime and transshipment
hub, with particular emphasis on port activity,
including Gwadar. He highlighted investment
opportunities across agriculture, mining, and
renewable energy, alongside ongoing reforms in tax
administration, the energy sector, and state-owned
enterprises. The government also pointed to progress
under its program with the International Monetary
Fund, orderly external debt servicing, and plans to
diversify financing through instruments such as Panda
bonds, Eurobonds, and Sukuk, while advancing digital
finance and regulatory frameworks for virtual assets.

On April 9, the focus shifted to domestic coordination,
as the finance ministry convened business leaders to
align budget planning with emerging trade dynamics.
Discussions centered on leveraging regional trade
disruptions linked to the Middle East war, improving
logistics and connectivity, and enhancing Pakistan's
role as a transit and investment hub. Stakeholders
emphasized the need to streamline operations,
strengthen infrastructure utilization, and improve
policy predictability to attract capital and support
export-oriented sectors. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]
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Pakistan: Middle East war pressures
fertilizer supply outlook ahead of key
planting season

(Im) On April 9, Pakistan reviewed its fertilizer supply
situation as global disruptions linked to the Middle
East war raised concerns over availability and prices
ahead of the upcoming Kharif season — the main
summer cropping cycle including rice, cotton, and
maize.

The government warned that tensions around the
Strait of Hormuz could disrupt international fertilizer
trade, particularly for inputs such as urea and
ammonia. This has increased the risk of supply
bottlenecks and higher costs at a time when timely
fertilizer access is crucial for agricultural yields.

Officials noted that the ongoing Rabi season — the
winter crop cycle, including wheat — has remained
stable, supported by sufficient inventories and steady
distribution. Pakistan is partly insulated from external
shocks due to significant domestic urea production.
However, authorities highlighted multiple forward-
looking risks, including gas supply constraints affecting
local production, the adequacy of buffer stocks during
peak demand, and rising global prices feeding into
domestic markets.

The government also warned that fertilizer demand
could increase in the Kharif season due to improved
farm economics, while higher input costs and weaker
purchasing power could limit farmers’ ability to apply
optimal quantities, potentially affecting yields. In
addition, a widening gap between domestic and
international prices has raised the risk of smuggling,
prompting calls for tighter monitoring of supply chains.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Government targets USD 10
billion rice exports through logistics and
production push

(dqgl) Pakistan is aiming to raise rice exports from
roughly USD 4 billion to USD 10 billion, combining
expanded cultivation with improvements in port
infrastructure to capture rising global demand.

Maritime Affairs Minister Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
emphasized a shift toward trade facilitation over
revenue extraction, with measures including dredging
at Karachi Port to reduce vessel turnaround times and
lower logistics costs.
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Plans to expand cultivated land—potentially up to 30
million acres—are expected to increase output, while
new bunkering services could generate additional
maritime trade. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Extreme weather deaths rise as
authorities warn of further flooding and
landslides

(Im) Pakistan is facing escalating human and
infrastructure risks from severe weather, with
authorities warning of additional landslides and flash
floods as the death toll continues to rise.

On April 8, the Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa — a
mountainous northwestern region particularly prone
to flooding and landslides — reported that 47 people
have been killed in rain-related incidents in the
province since March 25. The agency issued fresh
warnings of heavy rainfall, thunderstorms, flash floods
in local streams, and landslides in vulnerable areas,
advising residents and tourists to avoid unnecessary
travel.

The weather system is affecting multiple districts
across the province, including Chitral, Swat, and
Mansehra, with forecasts indicating that the current
spell of rain could persist until April 9. Authorities also
warned that windstorms and hail could damage
infrastructure such as power lines and solar
installations.

Nationwide, the impact is broader. Since mid-March, at
least 85 people have died across the country due to
torrential rains, including fatalities in Karachi (Sindh
province), Balochistan, and Punjab. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Middle East war drives shifts in
fuel pricing, energy conservation, and
longer-term supply strategy

(Im) Developments between April 7 and 10 show
Pakistan responding to the Middle East war through a
mix of short-term price relief, demand-management
measures, supply-side adjustments, and a broader
push to reduce exposure to imported fossil fuels.

At the immediate policy level, the government on April
7 said it had already spent PKR 129 billion (USD 451.5
million) on a fuel subsidy introduced in March after the
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war drove up global oil prices and disrupted shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz. Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb said the subsidy had been
financed through PKR 100 billion (USD 350 million) in
cuts to the Public Sector Development Programme
(PSDP) — the federal government’s main development
spending framework —, alongside dividends and
profits from state-owned enterprises and broader
austerity measures. He also said the government was
shifting from blanket relief to targeted support for
vulnerable groups, including motorbike users, farmers,
and the transport sector, while warning that the
macroeconomic effects of the war could last for weeks
or months even if hostilities eased. [Arab News 1]

In parallel, the government moved to reduce energy
consumption. A nationwide policy requiring most
markets and shops to close at 8:00 p.m. took effect on
April 8, drawing criticism from traders and customers
who said it disrupted business during peak evening
hours and offered uncertain savings. These measures
build on earlier austerity steps, including reduced fuel
allocations for government departments and a
temporary four-day work week for parts of the public
sector. [Arab News 2]

At the same time, the government also passed through
declining global prices to consumers once international
oil markets eased. On April 10, it announced a sharp
reduction in domestic fuel prices effective April 11,
cutting diesel by about 26 percent and petrol by about
3 percent from the elevated levels reached after the
earlier war-driven price surge. The move followed two
price increases in March and early April and was
presented as full pass-through of lower global prices,
despite fiscal pressures. The reduction is particularly
important for agriculture and freight transport, which
are highly dependent on diesel. [Arab News 3]

On the supply side, officials said domestic fuel
availability had remained stable despite disruptions in
regional shipping. Refineries increased local output,
diversified crude sourcing away from over-reliance on
a single supplier, and coordinated with the
government and shipping agents to maintain stocks.
According to refinery data cited in the reporting, total
refinery output rose 13 percent year-on-year in March
2026 to 972,000 metric tons, while demand for motor
spirit and high-speed diesel rose sharply. Government
officials also said some cargoes affected by the Strait of
Hormuz disruption had been able to proceed through
diplomatic intervention, while Pakistan had earlier
secured Iranian clearance for Pakistani-flagged vessels.
[Arab News 4]
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The price shock has also created uneven corporate
effects. Oil marketing companies are expected to post
large inventory gains because regulations require them
to hold stock equivalent to around 20 days of sales,
allowing them to sell previously purchased fuel at
higher domestic prices. At the same time, analysts
noted continuing risks from approximately PKR 107
billion (USD 374.5 million) in government receivables
under price differential claim, as well as the possibility
that high fuel prices could weaken demand. [Arab
News 5]

Alongside these immediate responses, the government
is emphasizing structural change in the power sector.
Early last week, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Power Minister Sardar Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari
argued that Pakistan had avoided a broader electricity
crisis because clean energy sources now account for
about 55 percent of the national energy mix, reducing
dependence on imported fuel. The government said it
aims to raise that share to 90 percent over the next
decade, while also expanding hydropower, introducing
battery energy storage systems, converting some
imported-coal plants to local coal if feasible, and
introducing time-of-use tariffs. [Arab News]

This longer-term shift is reinforced by rapid solar
adoption. Reporting cited analysis that Pakistan’s solar
expansion since around 2018 has already avoided
more than USD 12 billion in oil and gas imports and
could save a further USD 6.3 billion by the end of 2026
at projected prices. Analysts argued that the Gulf crisis
has highlighted how rooftop and utility-scale solar can
cushion the power sector from global fuel shocks, even
if Pakistan remains exposed in transport, industry, and
broader import costs. [Arab News 6] [Arab News 7]

Pakistan: Twin militant attacks highlight
deteriorating security in Balochistan

(dql) A coordinated uptick in violence in Pakistan's
southwestern Balochistan province highlights the
persistent fragility of state control and the
multidimensional nature of insecurity in the region.

Three members of the Coast Guards were killed when
a patrol boat came under attack near Jiwani, close to
the strategic Gwadar port, in a rare maritime strike
claimed by militant separatist group Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA), signaling tactical diversification by
separatist insurgents.

In a separate incident in Quetta, two members of the
Hazara Shia minority were shot dead and three others
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injured in a targeted attack, underscoring the enduring
sectarian threat posed by militant groups such as
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, and
Islamic State Khorasan Province, although no group
claimed responsibility. The killings triggered protests
by the Hazara community, reflecting deep-seated
grievances over inadequate protection. [Arab News]

The Coast Guard incident is notable for occurring near
Gwadar and key smuggling corridors, where militants
have historically avoided maritime confrontation,
suggesting a potential shift toward more sophisticated,
multi-domain tactics exploiting gaps in coastal
surveillance and coordination.

It exposes vulnerabilities in Pakistan’s nearshore
security architecture and, if confirmed as coordinated,
signals an evolution toward asymmetric maritime
operations linked to cross-border networks along the
Iran frontier.

Given the area's strategic importance to Gwadar Port
and CPEC, sustained threats could disrupt trade and
elevate risks for Chinese-linked investments, likely
prompting tighter coastal security measures and
enhanced Pakistan-Iran cooperation. [The Defense
Watch]

Pakistan: Government intensifies
nationwide security operations amid
rising militant threats

(dqgl) Pakistan has stepped up counterterrorism
operations across major urban centers, including
Islamabad and key cities in Punjab, in response to a
renewed surge in militant activity linked to Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

In the capital, police launched large-scale search and
combing operations, expanding checkpoints, patrols,
and surveillance, while detaining dozens for
verification. In Punjab, counterterrorism authorities
conducted hundreds of intelligence-based operations
over the past month, arresting 36 suspected militants,
including individuals allegedly planning attacks using
improvised explosive devices.

The campaign has also involved thousands of sweeps
and the screening of hundreds of thousands of
individuals, reflecting heightened concern over threats
to urban centers and critical infrastructure. [Arab
News]
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Pakistan: Government acknowledges
Federal Investigation Agency
shortcomings

(dgl) Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has publicly
acknowledged the underperformance of the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA), announcing plans for
comprehensive reforms by early 2027 aimed at
restoring the agency's effectiveness and credibility.

Naqvi attributed the FIA's weak performance to long-
standing institutional neglect, lack of oversight, and
entrenched corruption, noting that its failure had led
to the creation of parallel bodies such as the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB).

He pledged increased resources, improved operational
capacity, and uninterrupted promotions, while warning
that corruption within the agency would face zero
tolerance.

The FIA, responsible for a broad mandate ranging from
counterterrorism to cybercrime, has faced persistent
criticism over alleged political misuse and inefficiency.
[Arab News]

Seychelles: Government rolls out
mitigation measures as Middle East war
impacts tourism and supply chains

(Im) President Patrik Herminie stated on April 10 that
Seychelles is already experiencing significant economic
and logistical impacts from the ongoing Middle East
war, with the government implementing a range of
mitigation measures to stabilize key sectors.

The most immediate impact has been on tourism —
the country’'s main economic pillar — with visitor
arrivals declining by around 40 percent, largely due to
reduced flight connectivity from airlines transiting
through the Middle East. In response, the government
is working to maintain air links by expanding routes
operated by Air Seychelles — the national airline — to
Europe and negotiating with international carriers to
continue services at least until September, while also
exploring new partnerships with alternative airlines.

At the same time, authorities have moved to secure
supply chains. An Emergency Committee under the
Council of Ministers has been established to monitor
fuel stocks, essential goods, shipping movements, and
overall economic activity. The government is
considering leasing a container vessel to ensure the
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steady import of goods and has arranged additional

shipments from partners including Russia, India, and
China, while diversifying supply routes across Africa,

Mauritius, Asia, and Europe.

Food and energy security have been identified as
priority areas. The government has reactivated a
national food security committee and is introducing
measures such as animal feed subsidies and support
mechanisms for local fisheries to increase domestic
supply. On energy, officials said fuel supplies remain
stable for now, but warned that disruptions or rising
global prices could significantly affect the cost of living.

To reduce consumption, the government has
introduced conservation measures, including
encouraging work-from-home arrangements for public
sector employees until global oil market conditions
stabilize.

Macroeconomically, the President stated that foreign
exchange reserves currently cover approximately four
months of imports, while cautioning that further
measures may be required if the situation
deteriorates. [Seychelles News Agency]

Seychelles: World Bank approves USD 30
million loan to support reform program

(Im) The government of Seychelles announced that the
World Bank approved a loan of USD 30 million on April
3 to support the country's ongoing economic reform
agenda. The financing is part of the second
Development Policy Operation (DPO) under a two-
program series. The loan is extended over 20 years,
including a five-year grace period, and will be directly
disbursed into the national budget to support
macroeconomic stability and reform implementation.
[Seychelles News Agency, in French]

Sri Lanka: IMF agreement advances as
reform pressures and energy cost
challenges intensify

(Im) Latest developments highlight continued progress
under Sri Lanka’s International Monetary Fund (IMF)
program, alongside mounting pressure from external
shocks, particularly rising energy costs linked to the
ongoing Middle East war.
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On April 9, Sri Lanka reached a staff-level agreement
with the IMF to complete the Fifth and Sixth Reviews
under the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) — a multi-year
IMF support program tied to structural reforms —.
Once approved by the IMF Executive Board, this would
unlock approximately USD 700 million in financing. The
IMF noted that recent reforms have supported
recovery, with increases in foreign reserves and
stronger-than-expected real GDP growth and revenue
mobilization. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, the IMF emphasized that further
reforms remain critical to maintain macroeconomic
stability and support sustainable growth. These include
trade liberalization, digitalization, regulatory
streamlining, and labor market modernization. On the
fiscal side, the IMF stressed the need for strong
revenue mobilization, improved tax compliance, and
prudent expenditure management, alongside cost-
reflective pricing for fuel and electricity to reduce
losses at state-owned entities, while protecting
vulnerable groups through targeted social support. It
also reiterated the importance of maintaining Central
Bank independence and avoiding monetary financing.
[Daily Mirror 2]

External risks remain significant. The IMF warned that
the ongoing conflict in the Middle East could have
major implications for Sri Lanka’s economy, including
through higher fuel costs affecting electricity pricing, as
well as impacts on exports, remittances, tourism, and
connectivity. At the same time, the country continues
to face reconstruction needs following Cyclone Ditwah,
adding to fiscal pressures. [Daily Mirror 3]

Domestic developments reflect these reform and cost
pressures. The government has approved
amendments to the Value Added Tax (VAT) Act — a key
consumption tax framework —, including postponing
the application of VAT on digital services provided by
non-resident entities until July 1. Meanwhile, the Inland
Revenue Department (IRD) reported LKR 606.0 billion
(USD 2.1 billion) in revenue for the first quarter of
2026, a 17.7 percent increase compared to the same
period last year, driven by growth across major tax
categories and improved compliance. [Daily Mirror 4]
[Daily Mirror 5]

Energy pricing remains a central issue. Following an
approximately 11 percent electricity tariff increase on
March 31, authorities signaled that further
adjustments may be required as global energy prices
rise. The IMF emphasized that aligning tariffs with
actual costs is necessary to prevent financial losses at
institutions such as the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB).
The government is also working on a revised pricing
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formula for fuel and electricity, citing global price
increases of 20 to 35 percent, and plans to coordinate
these changes with the IMF. [Daily Mirror 6] [Daily
Mirror 7] [Daily Mirror 8]

At the same time, the government has introduced
relief measures to mitigate the impact on households,
including an LKR 100 billion (USD 340 million) support
package targeting low-income families, small farmers,
and the fisheries sector, alongside additional
assistance through the Aswesuma program — a state
welfare scheme for vulnerable households —. Lower
electricity users are expected to face smaller tariff
increases, with targeted subsidies planned. [Daily
Mirror 9]

The President indicated that energy sector losses could
reach LKR 32 billion (USD 110 million) over a three-
month period, driven by reduced hydropower
generation, increased reliance on higher-cost fuels
such as diesel, and shortfalls in coal-based generation.
Of this, around LKR 10 billion (USD 34 million) is
expected to be borne by consumers, while the
remainder will be absorbed by the government and
state-owned utilities. The government stated that
losses linked specifically to substandard coal
procurement would be recovered from suppliers
rather than passed on to consumers.

Separately, temporary fuel subsidies have been
announced, including LKR 100 per liter for diesel and
LKR 20 per liter for petrol for three months starting in
May, with additional support for the fisheries sector,
including an extra LKR 50 per liter subsidy and
targeted financial assistance for fishing vessels. [Daily
Mirror 10]

Sri Lanka: Parliament approves extension
of state of emergency

(Im) Sri Lanka's Parliament on April 9 approved an
extension of the state of emergency, with 137
members voting in favor and 27 against, resulting in a
majority of 110 votes. Around 60 members were
absent during the vote. [Daily Mirror]

The extension continues a state of emergency
originally proclaimed in late November 2025 in
response to Cyclone Ditwah—a severe weather event
that caused widespread damage to infrastructure,
disrupted essential services, and required centralized
coordination of relief and recovery efforts.
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Sri Lanka: Minister cites higher-level
control in 2019 Easter Sunday probe

(Im) Minister of Public Security Ananda Wijepala told
Parliament on April 9 that ongoing investigations into
the 2019 Easter Sunday attacks have identified the
existence of a “supreme leader” who exercised control
over Zahran Hashim, the Islamist extremist preacher
identified as the leader of the group responsible for
the attacks.

Speaking during a parliamentary debate, Wijepala
stated that some findings remain confidential due to
pending court proceedings but said investigations are
progressing. He reiterated that Zahran's group was
also responsible for the killing of two police officers in
Vavunathivu prior to the attacks and stated that the
attacks could have been prevented if earlier action had
been taken.

The minister further said that the two firearms taken
from the killed officers have since been recovered
from separate locations. He also noted that
international agencies are involved in the investigation,
including Scotland Yard, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and Interpol. [Daily Mirror]

The statement comes amid ongoing legal proceedings
related to the attacks, including a case involving Major
General Suresh Salley, former head of the State
Intelligence Service, Sri Lanka's domestic intelligence
agency, who recently challenged his arrest under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act over allegations of links to
the attack network. [AIR No. 14, April/2026, 1]

Sri Lanka: Former President Rajapaksa
submits long-delayed asset declaration
under anti-corruption pressure

(dgl/lm) Former Sri Lankan president Mahinda

Rajapaksa has submitted a sworn affidavit declaring
his assets, expenditures, and income sources to the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption (CIABOC), complying with a requirement
that had remained outstanding for nearly a decade.

The declaration follows a final deadline imposed by the
Commission, which warned of legal action under the
Anti-Corruption Act No. 9 of 2023 if the submission
was not made by April 10. The initial request for
disclosure dates back to December 2015, during the
immediate post-presidential period following
Rajapaksa’s electoral defeat, when authorities began
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reviewing financial declarations of former senior
officials.

The case unfolds against a backdrop of longstanding
scrutiny over financial disclosures by senior political
figures in Sri Lanka, although the present matter
concerns compliance with legal reporting
requirements rather than allegations of corruption.
Asset declarations are a statutory obligation intended
to promote transparency and enable oversight of
potential illicit enrichment, though enforcement has
historically been uneven.

The move comes amid renewed efforts to strengthen
enforcement under Sri Lanka's updated anti-
corruption framework, which has expanded the
powers of oversight institutions and increased
penalties for non-compliance. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily
Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Fundamental rights petition
seeks levy on single-use polythene bags

(Im) A fundamental rights petition was filed on April 8
before the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka, seeking the
introduction of a regulated levy on single-use
polythene bags and measures to promote
environmentally friendly alternatives.

The petition was submitted by the Centre for
Environmental Justice, an environmental advocacy
organization, together with individual activists, citing
environmental and health risks from plastic waste,
including long-term pollution and harmful emissions.

It argues that existing restrictions introduced in 2006
and 2017 have been weakly enforced, and that a
pricing measure introduced in 2025 has not reduced
usage. The petition calls for a levy under the
Environmental Conservation Levy Act, No. 26 of 2008, a
law governing environmental taxation, as well as
stricter enforcement and the promotion of
biodegradable alternatives.

The applicants further state that the current situation
violates the State’s obligation to protect the
environment and the fundamental right to equality
under Article 12(1) of the Constitution. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Rights commission flags due
process breaches in politically sensitive
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pardon case

(dqgl) Highlighting persistent vulnerabilities in Sri
Lanka's rule-of-law framework, the Human Rights
Commission has found that the arrest and suspension
of former Commissioner General of Prisons Thushara
Upuldeniya violated constitutional safeguards,
exposing procedural weaknesses in a high-profile case
linked to a controversial presidential pardon issued
during a major Buddhist holiday.

The Commission determined that the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) failed to establish
sufficient evidentiary grounds prior to the arrest and
did not present adequate facts before the Magistrate's
Court, rendering the detention inconsistent with
protections against arbitrary arrest. It further
concluded that the Ministry of Justice acted unlawfully
in suspending Upuldeniya without affording him a right
to be heard, breaching constitutional guarantees of
equal treatment and due process.

The HRCSL has called for a review of CID conduct and
stricter adherence to constitutional arrest procedures,
while urging the Justice Ministry to reassess the
suspension and report corrective actions by end-April
2026. [Daily Mirror]

The case stems from allegations that Upuldeniya
facilitated the release of a convicted financial offender
under a presidential pardon granted during the annual
Buddhist festival of Vesak—traditionally associated
with acts of clemency and compassion. The release,
however, triggered national controversy after reports
indicated that the individual was not included in the
officially approved pardon list, raising concerns over
irregularities in the implementation of executive
clemency powers.

The incident has drawn political scrutiny over the
transparency and integrity of the pardon process, with
critics questioning whether the case reflects
administrative misconduct within the prison system or
deeper governance failures in overseeing presidential
authority.

Sri Lanka: Government considers
restrictions on reporting of child abuse
cases

(Im) Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya stated on April
8 that the government is considering introducing a
regulatory framework to restrict media reporting on
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child abuse cases in order to protect victims. Speaking
in Parliament, Amarasuriya, who also oversees the
education portfolio, said authorities have repeatedly
requested media outlets not to disclose identifying
details of victims, but that some institutions have
continued to do so. She noted that the Ministry of
Mass Media has been tasked with examining possible
regulatory measures.

The statement was made in response to a
parliamentary question and was accompanied by
updated figures on abuse cases. According to the
government, 1,026 cases of abuse and violence in
schools were recorded between 2015 and 2025, while
425 children dropped out of school and six deaths by
suicide were reported in connection with abuse during
the same period. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Coal procurement dispute
widens from technical failure to legal and
political challenge

(Im) In recent days, scrutiny over Sri Lanka's coal
procurement for the Norochcholai Power Plant — the
country’s main coal-fired power facility — continued to
intensify, as technical shortcomings, audit findings, and
political responses converged into a broader dispute.

The issue was formally acknowledged at the highest
level on April 8, when President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake stated in Parliament that recently
imported coal was of inferior quality, reducing power
generation. The government indicated that penalties
would be imposed on the supplier. [Daily Mirror 1]

Subsequent findings have shifted attention to the
procurement process itself. An Auditor General's
report identified procedural irregularities, noting that a
contract signed on November 19, 2025, with a coal
supply company contracted by the government was
concluded before approval by the Attorney General
and at a time when the company was not yet formally
registered. The report estimated losses of LKR 2.2
billion (USD 7.5 million) from multiple shipments of
substandard coal and recommended stronger supplier
qualification procedures and independent quality
verification mechanisms. [Daily Mirror 2]

These findings have prompted legal and political
challenges. The Frontline Socialist Party (FSP) — a left-
wing opposition party — alleged that both long-term
and emergency coal tenders were issued in violation of
procurement rules and announced plans to seek court
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intervention to have the contracts declared invalid.
[Daily Mirror 3]

At the same time, opposition members of Parliament
have escalated the issue, arguing that the total
financial impact could reach up to LKR 100 billion (USD
340 million) when accounting for additional costs
linked to increased reliance on thermal power
generation. They have called for accountability
measures, including no-confidence motions, and
suggested that the case could be referred to the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption (CIABOC) and the Supreme Court. [Daily
Mirror 4]

The dispute has further expanded to calls for criminal
investigation. On April 9, a group of medical
professionals engaged in public sector advocacy
formally requested the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) to launch an inquiry into the
procurement of allegedly substandard coal for the
plant. Citing the Auditor General's findings, the group
argued that the irregularities may not have been
accidental and pointed to broader risks, including
financial losses, higher electricity tariffs, and potential
environmental and health impacts linked to coal
quality. It also stated that previous complaints had not
resulted in substantive investigations. [Daily Mirror 5]

In addition, the Secretary to the President has filed a
complaint with the CID seeking a formal investigation
into coal imports dating back to 2009. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Fertilizer stocks exceed
demand as government reassures farmers

(dqgl) The government has moved to reassure farmers
over fertilizer availability ahead of the upcoming
cultivation season, with the Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Livestock Namal Karunaratne stating
that current stocks exceed demand and distribution is
proceeding nationwide.

Officials confirmed that key inputs, including muriate
of potash (MOP) and triple super phosphate (TSP), are
sufficiently stocked, with MOP inventories reaching
approximately 38,000 metric tons—well above usage
levels recorded during the previous Yala season. A
recent shipment of 25,000 metric tons of urea has also
arrived to address concerns over potential shortages.

The government has coupled supply assurances with
expanded financial support, increasing fertilizer
subsidies to LKR 60,000 (USD 200) per two hectares, up
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from LKR 50,000 previously, while maintaining
subsidized pricing at around LKR 10,200 (USD 34) per
bundle despite higher global market costs. [Daily,
Mirror]

Karunaratne's reassurance came after the plantation
industry raised concerns over tightening fertilizer
availability and rising prices, as disruptions linked to
the Middle East crisis threaten global supply chains
and domestic agricultural output.

The Planters’ Association of Ceylon (PA) warned that
shipping flows through the Strait of Hormuz—through
which a significant share of global fertilizer inputs
transits—have sharply declined, constraining supply at
a time of peak seasonal demand.

It added that Sri Lanka’s situation is compounded by
limited stocks and high demand, with experts
estimating that existing supplies meet only around 60
percent of national fertilizer requirements for the
current cultivation cycle.

The industry also pointed to structural constraints,
including limited authorized distributors and rising
production costs, which are placing additional strain
on plantation companies and smallholders. [Daily FT]

Sri Lanka: Health sector tensions escalate
further

(Im) Recent developments point to rising tensions in Sri
Lanka's public health sector, combining immediate
labor disputes with broader structural concerns raised
by medical professionals.

A dispute over the recent appointment of doctors who
have completed mandatory internship training and are
assigned to government service triggered a 48-hour
island-wide strike announced by the Government
Medical Officers’ Association (GMOA) — the main trade
union representing government doctors —, after the
Health Ministry released a placement list on April 8.
The union stated this violated prior agreements to
delay publication pending consultations. The Ministry,
however, maintained that 436 doctors had been
appointed through a merit-based process and
instructed them to report to duty between April 9 and
11. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The strike exposed divisions within the medical sector.
The association representing senior specialist doctors

stated it would not join the strike and would continue

normal services. The Health Minister criticized the
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GMOA's action as “unacceptable,” arguing that disputes
over appointments should be addressed through legal
channels. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Alongside the immediate labor dispute, a grouping of
medical professionals advocating sectoral reforms
warned on April 10 that the health system is heading
toward a broader crisis. It cited shortages of doctors
and other staff, gaps in essential medicines —
including cancer drugs — lack of equipment, and weak
administrative capacity.

The group also highlighted governance concerns,
including vacant senior management positions in
major hospitals and unresolved corruption allegations
referenced in Auditor General reports, particularly
involving institutions such as the Medical Supplies
Division and the State Pharmaceuticals Corporation,
which manage procurement and distribution of
medicines. [Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: Heat warnings and El Nifo risk
intensify pressure on already strained
water supply

(Im) Latest developments in Sri Lanka suggest that
short-term heat stress and localized water shortages
may evolve into a more sustained drought risk,
depending on monsoon performance and climate
conditions in the coming months.

At the operational level, water supply disruptions have
continued to expand. On April 7, the National Water
Supply and Drainage Board (NWSDB) announced
additional scheduled water cuts in multiple areas, as
key reservoirs feeding the Labugama and Kalatuwawa
treatment plants continue to decline. These reservoirs
are part of the system supplying large parts of the
Colombo metropolitan area, where water production
has already been reduced and controlled distribution
measures introduced in recent weeks [see AR No. 14,
April/2026, 1]. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, the Department of Meteorology
warned on April 10 that a possible development of El
Nifio — a climate pattern associated with reduced
rainfall in South Asia — during the upcoming
southwest monsoon could lead to a prolonged drought
lasting until September. While conditions are currently
neutral, officials cautioned that any shift could

intensify heat after June and significantly reduce
rainfall. [Daily Mirror 2]
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These warnings come as water supply systems are
already under strain. On April 7, the National Water
Supply and Drainage Board (NWSDB) announced
additional scheduled water cuts in several areas due to
declining reservoir levels at key treatment plants.
[Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Land release and post-conflict
issues dominate defense committee
discussions

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Defence, chaired by the President in his capacity as
Minister of Defence, on April 7 focused on the
continued release of land held by the military in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces—regions heavily
affected by the country's civil war and long subject to
security-related land control.

Discussions centered on delays in returning privately
owned land, particularly in the Northern Province, as
well as the reopening of roads still closed due to
security considerations. Members of Parliament from
affected areas raised concerns over access, livelihoods,
and the pace of implementation. The government
reported that nearly 1,000 acres (approximately 4.05
square kilometers) of private land had been released
in 2025, with further phased releases underway.

The meeting also addressed land linked to religious
sites, reflecting sensitivities around ownership and use
in post-conflict areas, as well as broader
reconstruction efforts following Cyclone Ditwah,
including damage to roads and irrigation systems and
compensation for affected farmers.

At the same time, the government emphasized that
while land is being returned for civilian use, parts of
the land base will continue to be managed for
economic and industrial development, highlighting an
ongoing tension between security, development, and
post-conflict restitution. The committee additionally
reviewed welfare issues concerning security forces and
approved several draft regulations for submission to
Parliament. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Nearly 15 million local malware
incidents recorded in 2025

(Im) Sri Lanka recorded 14,960,244 local malware
incidents in 2025, affecting 37.4 percent of users,
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according to the Kaspersky Security Bulletin published
by Kaspersky, a global cybersecurity company. The
country ranked 48th worldwide in terms of exposure
to local cyber threats.

Data from the Kaspersky Security Network covering
January to December 2025 indicates that infections
spread through removable media such as USB drives,
CDs, and DVDs remain a significant source of risk.
These so-called “local threats” refer to malware that
can spread without internet connectivity, often
through shared or portable devices.

According to the report, worms and file viruses
accounted for most infections, propagating through
compromised removable media before detection.
[Daily Mirror]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Opposition activist detained

(dgl) Cambodian authorities have arrested opposition
figure Khoeun Virath, a provincial leader of the Nation
Power Party in Prey Veng, on charges of incitement
and insulting a public official, transferring him to
Tbong Khmum provincial prison. The move marks the
latest legal action against opposition-linked actors
under broadly defined provisions of the Criminal Code.

Virath, a former commune councillor elected under the
Candlelight Party in 2022, has a history of legal
entanglements tied to opposition activity. He
previously served a two-year sentence over alleged
forgery connected to the failed registration of the
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Cambodia National Heart Party, a case widely seen as
part of efforts to constrain political competition.

Released in March 2025, he resumed political
engagement and had reportedly faced threats in
recent months, including after supporting the family of
a detained activist. [LICADHO]

Cambodia: Families urge release of jailed
environmental activists

(dqgl) Families of seven imprisoned environmental and
youth activists have appealed for their release on the
occasion of this week's Khmer New Year, as civil society
groups renewed warnings over shrinking civic space in
Cambodia. The call coincides with a campaign by rights
group LICADHO highlighting the detainees’ personal
stories and the humanitarian impact of their continued
detention.

Relatives and advocacy groups stress that the holiday
—traditionally centered on family reunions—
underscores the urgency of granting leniency,
particularly for younger detainees whose education
and future prospects have been disrupted. Activists
argue that environmental and human rights work
should not be criminalized, framing the issue as one of
fundamental freedoms rather than political
contestation.

The detainees include members of the Mother Nature
movement, who were sentenced in 2024 to lengthy
prison terms on charges such as conspiracy and
insulting the monarchy, with repeated bail requests
denied, including by the Supreme Court.

A separate but related case involves a student leader
convicted over incitement tied to a land dispute,
reflecting a broader pattern of legal action against
grassroots activism. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: ADB warns of slowing growth
amid mounting external shocks

(dgl) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) projects
Cambodia’'s economic growth at 4.5 percent in 2026,
but cautions that the outlook is highly exposed to
external shocks, including Middle East instability,
evolving U.S. trade policies, and disruptions linked to
the Cambodia-Thailand border closure. Growth could
recover to around 5 percent in 2027 if conditions
stabilize, but a simultaneous escalation of these risks
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could sharply depress output and even trigger
recessionary dynamics.

ADB highlights significant social vulnerabilities, warning
that up to 250,000 people could fall back into poverty if
shocks intensify, with rural households, migrant
workers, and garment-sector employees most at risk.
This would further erode post-pandemic recovery, as
poverty has already risen since COVID-19 reversed
earlier gains.

Labor market fragility remains pronounced,
particularly in tourism, where recovery is slow and
uneven, and among women, who face
disproportionately higher unemployment and
economic inactivity.

Each external pressure carries distinct economic
consequences: the Cambodia-Thailand border
disruption could reduce growth by around 1.4
percentage points through trade and tourism losses;
prolonged energy price spikes linked to Middle East
tensions could cut GDP by up to 2.4 percentage points;
while U.S. tariff shifts introduce volatility but may offer
limited competitive advantages for Cambodian
exports. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Canal project advances with
China-backed financing to boost trade
connectivity

(dqgl) Prime Minister Hun Manet has launched
construction of the second phase of the Funan Techo
Canal, a flagship USD 1.7 billion infrastructure project
designed to link the Mekong River system directly to
Cambodia’s southwestern coast.

Spanning 151.6 km across key provinces, the canal is
expected to be completed by 2028 and will enable
medium-capacity cargo vessels to bypass existing
transit routes through Vietnam, reducing shipping
costs and strengthening national logistics autonomy.

Structured as a public-private partnership with China
Road and Bridge Corporation, the project integrates
multiple waterways into a continuous transport
corridor from Phnom Penh to the Gulf of Thailand.

Chinese officials have underscored the project’s role in
addressing Cambodia’s infrastructure gaps and
deepening its integration into regional and global
supply chains, while reaffirming bilateral ties described
as an “ironclad” partnership. [Cambodianess] [CTGN]
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Cambodia: Executives of sanctioned
conglomerate suspected of money-
laundering in Japan

(dgl) Executives linked to Cambodia’s Prince Holding
Group—sanctioned by the United States and United
Kingdom over alleged involvement in fraud and human
trafficking—have been connected to high-value real
estate transactions in Japan that may indicate money-
laundering activity.

One executive purchased a Tokyo property for over
¥800 million (=USD 5 million) in cash and resold it
within weeks following the imposition of sanctions,
while also holding additional assets in Japan. In a
separate case, another Prince-affiliated executive
acquired a Tokyo condominium for more than ¥1
billion (=USD 6.3 million) in cash without residing in the
unit. Registration records suggest links to group
chairman Chen Zhi, who is reportedly detained in
China.

The transactions—marked by large cash payments,
rapid resale, and limited transparency—highlight the
cross-border nature of financial flows associated with
Cambodian-based business networks and raise
concerns about regulatory oversight in overseas
property markets. [Kyodo News]

Indonesia: Case of acid attack against
activist handed to military court, raising
concerns over accountability

(ms) Indonesian authorities have transferred the case
of an acid attack on human rights activist Andrie Yunus
to military prosecutors, moving it closer to a military
trial after investigators concluded their probe.

The Indonesian Military Police (Puspom) said it had
completed its investigation and handed over the case
files, suspects, and evidence to prosecutors, who will
now determine whether the case meets the
requirements for trial before a military court.

Four active members of the military’s Strategic
Intelligence Agency (BAIS) have been named as
suspects in the March 12 attack. They have been
charged with premeditated assault, which carries a
maximum sentence of seven years in prison.
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The decision to process the case within the military
justice system has drawn criticism from civil society
groups, who are calling for it to be tried in a civilian
court.

Yunus, the victim, had been serving as legal counsel for
petitioners challenging a controversial revision to
Indonesia’s military law, which expands the role of
active-duty officers in civilian institutions. His
involvement in the case has led advocacy groups to
link the attack to his legal work, although authorities
have not confirmed a motive.

Critics argue that the use of a military court raises
questions about whether the investigation will fully
examine potential responsibility beyond the four
identified suspects. Concerns have been raised that
the attack may not have been an isolated act, but
could involve broader coordination, potentially
including higher-ranking officials.

They warn that military courts, which operate within
the armed forces, may be limited in pursuing lines of
inquiry that implicate senior personnel, raising the risk
that accountability could be confined to lower-ranking
individuals.

Public demonstrations have taken place in Jakarta, with
activists demanding an independent investigation and
greater transparency in the handling of the case.
Advocacy groups said the proceedings could become a
test of Indonesia’s commitment to accountability and
the rule of law.

The controversy has also extended to media coverage,
with press organizations criticizing restrictions on
reporting related to the case, including the blocking of
content that referenced a wider network of alleged
perpetrators.

Military prosecutors are now reviewing the case file
before deciding whether to proceed to trial, with the
jurisdiction and scope of the proceedings expected to
be closely watched. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta
Post 2] [The Jakarta Post 3]

Indonesia: Oil procurement probe targets
state energy firm officials and tycoon

(ms) Indonesian authorities have named seven
suspects, including executives from state energy firm
Pertamina and a prominent oil trader, in a corruption
investigation linked to crude oil procurement practices
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that allegedly caused significant financial losses to the
state.

The Attorney General's Office said the case relates to
activities between 2008 and 2015 involving Pertamina
units and its former trading arm, Petral. Prosecutors
allege that officials manipulated tender processes,
leaked confidential demand data, and inflated cost
estimates, resulting in higher procurement prices and
inefficiencies in fuel supply.

Among those named is businessman Mohammad Riza
Chalid, a long-time figure in Indonesia’s oil trading
sector. Prosecutors said he is suspected of influencing
procurement processes through affiliated companies,
although his current whereabouts remain unknown.

While the total financial losses in the current case are
still being calculated, similar procurement schemes
involving Pertamina have previously been estimated to
cause state losses of around IDR 193.7 trillion (USD 12
billion), reflecting the scale of potential impact from
inflated pricing, inefficient supply chains, and market
distortions.

The case carries potential penalties of up to life
imprisonment under Indonesia’s anti-corruption laws.

The probe adds to broader scrutiny of historical
procurement practices within Pertamina, which has
faced criticism over transparency and pricing
mechanisms. Prosecutors have also pointed to non-
competitive bidding structures and information
asymmetries that may have enabled certain market
participants to benefit disproportionately.

The investigation follows earlier corruption cases tied
to oil imports and fuel infrastructure, where several
individuals were convicted. Authorities said the current
probe remains ongoing, with additional witnesses
being questioned and further financial assessments
underway.

Separately, some legal experts have questioned
aspects of related cases, including the strength of
evidence regarding alleged external influence,
underscoring ongoing legal debate around
enforcement in the sector.

Pertamina said it respects the legal process and
emphasized the presumption of innocence.

The case highlights ongoing risks in Indonesia’s energy
sector, where procurement practices and pricing
structures have direct implications for public finances



and consumer fuel costs. [Business Times] [Reuters]
[Voice of Indonesia]

Indonesia: Crackdown on illegal
plantations yields USD 22 billion in seized
assets

(ms) Indonesia has seized assets worth nearly USD 22
billion and collected hundreds of millions in fines as
part of an ongoing crackdown on illegal plantations
and mining operations, highlighting the scale of
enforcement actions in the country’s resource sector.

Authorities said a multi-agency task force has taken
control of approximately 5.88 million hectares of ail
palm plantations and more than 10,000 hectares of
mining concessions linked to unlawful activities. The
recovered land spans an area nearly twice the size of
Belgium, underscoring the extent of illegal land use
targeted by the campaign.

In addition to land seizures, the government has
collected IDR 7.23 trillion (USD 423 million) in fines
from companies found to have violated regulations.
The funds have been transferred to the finance
ministry, contributing directly to state revenues.

Officials said further financial penalties are under
consideration, with authorities estimating that
additional fines of up to USD 8.5 billion could still be
imposed as investigations continue.

Part of the recovered land has already been
reassigned. Around 30,500 hectares of plantations
have been transferred to a state-owned company,
while other areas are being placed under government
management for potential redistribution or
redevelopment.

The enforcement campaign has also led to legal
challenges, with at least 34 companies filing objections
to asset seizures and fines, arguing that the scope of
land claims may have been overstated.

The crackdown targets long-standing issues of illegal
land use, unauthorized extraction, and regulatory
violations in Indonesia’s forestry and mining sectors,
which have historically resulted in lost state revenues
and environmental damage.

Separately, the government is advancing broader
environmental reforms, including a nationwide plan to
eliminate open dumping practices by July 2026 as part
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of efforts to improve resource and waste
management.

The scale of asset recovery and enforcement actions
reflects a significant escalation in Indonesia’s efforts to
assert control over natural resources and strengthen
compliance across key economic sectors.[Independent
Observer] [Reuters]

Indonesia: President Prabowo appoints
new Constitutional Court justice

(ms) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto has
appointed Liliek Prisbawono Adi as a Constitutional
Court justice, replacing Anwar Usman, who retired
after serving 15 years on the bench.

The appointment fills a key vacancy in Indonesia’s top
constitutional body, which oversees judicial review of
laws and resolves disputes between state institutions.
The transition comes after the end of Anwar Usman's
tenure, which had drawn scrutiny due to controversies
surrounding court rulings and questions over judicial
independence.

Before joining the Constitutional Court, Liliek served as
a judge at the Medan High Court, a position he held
since 2024. He previously held senior judicial roles
across Indonesia, including as chief judge of the
Central Jakarta District Court, South Jakarta District
Court, and Balikpapan District Court, giving him
extensive experience in handling high-profile cases.

His career has been closely tied to the general court
system under the Supreme Court, and his nomination
followed a selection process in which he was one of
three candidates proposed for the Constitutional Court
seat.

Liliek's appointment has also attracted attention due to
his mention in a 2025 Attorney General's Office
investigation into alleged bribery linked to a crude
palm oil export permit case handled at the Jakarta
Corruption Court. While no charges have been filed
against him, the reference has raised questions about
judicial oversight and accountability. [The Jakarta Post
1] [The Jakarta Post 2] [Voice of Indonesia]

Indonesia: Growth outlook steady but
faces rising external and financial risks
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(ms) Indonesia’s economy is projected to grow at
around 5.4 percent to 5.5 percent in 2026, supported
by strong domestic consumption, while global
economic pressures are increasing risks to the outlook.

Household spending, which accounts for about 54
percent of gross domestic product, remains the main
driver of growth, alongside expanding manufacturing
activity and rising tax revenues. In the first quarter, tax
collections increased 14.3 percent year-on-year to IDR
462.7 trillion (USD 27.11 billion), supporting fiscal
performance.

At the same time, global conditions have weakened.
The World Bank lowered its 2026 growth forecast for
Indonesia to 4.7 percent, reflecting higher oil prices,
tighter financial conditions, and reduced investor
appetite for emerging markets.

Rising energy costs are adding pressure to public
finances. The government estimates that every USD 1
increase in oil prices raises fiscal costs by more than
IDR 6 trillion (USD 351.55 million), highlighting
sensitivity to global commodity fluctuations.

Currency movements have also reflected external
pressures. The rupiah weakened to a record low
against the U.S. dollar, prompting Bank Indonesia to
intervene in foreign exchange and bond markets to
stabilize the currency and limit volatility.

Indonesia’'s commodity exports provide some offset to
these pressures, as higher global prices support export
revenues. However, fluctuations in global demand and
prices continue to influence overall economic
performance.

The government is preparing additional policy
measures to sustain growth, including the rollout of a
biodiesel program expected to generate savings of IDR
48 trillion (USD 2.81 billion).

Fiscal policy remains anchored on maintaining the
budget deficit below 3 percent of GDP and keeping the
debt-to-GDP ratio near 40 percent, within statutory
limits.

The outlook reflects stable domestic economic activity
alongside increasing exposure to global risks,
particularly from energy markets, financial conditions,
and geopolitical developments. [Antara 1] [Antara 2]
[Reuters]
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Indonesia: Prabowo targets end to fuel
imports with electrification and EV push

(ms) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto has set a
target to eliminate fuel imports within two to three
years, anchoring the plan on a large-scale
electrification program and an accelerated rollout of
electric vehicles to reduce dependence on fossil fuels
and exposure to global energy price volatility.

Speaking at the inauguration of an electric commercial
vehicle assembly plant in Central Java, Prabowo said
Indonesia aims to stop importing fuel entirely by
cutting domestic consumption while expanding local
energy production and processing capacity.

The strategy centers on a 100-gigawatt electrification
program expected to be completed within two years.
As part of this effort, the government plans to shut
down 13 diesel-fired power plants operated by state
utility PLN, which currently consume significant
volumes of imported fuel. Replacing diesel generation
with electricity from alternative sources is expected to
reduce structural dependence on fuel imports.

Officials estimate that closing these plants could
reduce diesel usage by up to 200,000 barrels per day.
With Indonesia importing around 1 million barrels of
fuel daily, the move would lower import dependence
by roughly 20 percent, marking a significant first step
toward the broader target.

Alongside power sector reforms, the government is
intensifying its push into electric mobility as a key
demand-side measure. Prabowo has called on local
governments and the Indonesian military to prioritize
the purchase of domestically produced electric
vehicles, including buses and trucks, to accelerate
adoption while supporting domestic industry.

A newly inaugurated electric vehicle plant in Magelang
is expected to produce up to 10,000 electric buses
annually. Domestic content currently stands at around
40 percent and is targeted to increase to 80 percentin
the coming years, reflecting a broader industrial policy
aimed at building local supply chains and reducing
reliance on imports across the automotive sector.

In parallel, the government is preparing incentive
schemes to accelerate EV adoption, including potential
subsidies for electric cars and motorcycles. Discussions
between regulators and industry groups are ongoing,
with particular focus on motorcycles, which account for
the majority of vehicles on Indonesian roads and
represent a critical segment for reducing fuel
consumption.



Indonesia is also expanding the use of alternative
fuels, including bio-based aviation fuel derived from
palm oil and used cooking oil, as well as increasing
investment in refining and downstream processing
capacity to strengthen domestic energy resilience.

Despite these initiatives, fuel imports remain
substantial. Indonesia imported 31.95 million kiloliters
of fuel in 2024, accounting for around 40 percent of
national demand, reflecting both rising consumption
and limited domestic refining capacity.

At the same time, the government continues to
maintain subsidized fuel prices to shield consumers
from rising global oil costs, particularly lower-income
households. While supporting affordability, the policy
increases fiscal pressure and highlights the trade-off
between short-term price stability and long-term
structural reform. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Antara 3]
[Antara 4] [Antara 5] [Jakarta Globe] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Government reports food self-
sufficiency in key staples

(ms) Indonesia has achieved self-sufficiency in several
key food staples, including major sources of protein
and carbohydrates, as part of a broader strategy to
reduce reliance on imports and strengthen food
security.

The National Food Agency (Bapanas) said domestic
production of rice, poultry, eggs, and feed corn
exceeded national consumption in 2025, eliminating
the need for imports in these categories. Officials
described the development as a milestone in the
government's effort to build resilience against global
supply disruptions and price volatility.

Rice production reached 34.69 million tons, surpassing
consumption of 31.16 million tons, while poultry
output totaled 4.29 million tons against demand of
4.12 million tons. Egg production also exceeded
consumption, with 6.54 million tons produced
compared to 6.47 million tons consumed. Feed corn
output reached 16.16 million tons, above demand of
15.23 million tons.

Officials said the surplus has allowed Indonesia not
only to meet domestic needs but also to begin
exporting certain commodities. Government reserves
remain elevated, with rice stocks alone reaching 4.6
million tons, alongside reserves of cooking oil, sugar,
and meat products.
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The achievement aligns with the government’s broader
push for self-sufficiency in strategic sectors, including
energy and food, amid geopolitical tensions and
climate-related risks. [Antara]

Indonesia: Tulungagung regent named
suspect in extortion case, highlighting
local governance risks

(ms) Indonesia’s Corruption Eradication Commission
(KPK), the country’s main anti-graft agency, has named
Tulungagung Regent Gatut Sunu Wibowo and his aide
as suspects in an extortion case involving senior local
officials, underscoring persistent corruption risks at
the regional level.

Gatut, who heads the district government of
Tulungagung in East Java, is accused of abusing his
authority over local bureaucrats. According to
investigators, he required at least 16 heads of regional
agencies (known as OPD) to sign undated resignation
letters upon their appointment in December 2025.
These letters allegedly served as leverage to threaten
dismissal if officials refused to comply with financial
demands.

The KPK said Gatut demanded payments ranging from
IDR 15 million (USD 875) to IDR 2.8 billion (USD
163,000) per official, with total requests reaching
around IDR 5 billion (USD 292,000). By the time of his
arrest, he had reportedly received about IDR 2.7 billion
(USD 158,000) . Authorities stated that the funds were
intended for personal expenses, including medical
costs and luxury purchases.

The arrests followed a sting operation (known locally
as an “OTT"), during which 18 individuals were
detained and investigators seized cash and
documents. Additional findings suggest that some
officials resorted to borrowing money to meet the
demands, while others were pressured to allocate
portions of their agency budgets.

Indonesia operates a decentralized political system in
which regents (bupati) wield significant authority over
local administration, budgeting, and appointments.
This structure has historically created opportunities for
patronage and corruption at the regional level, despite
ongoing reform efforts. [Metro TV] [The Jakarta Post]
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Indonesia: Government warns Google
over non-compliance with under-16 social
media ban

(ms) Indonesia has warned Google of possible
sanctions after its video platform YouTube failed to
comply with new regulations banning social media
access for users under 16, marking an escalation in
enforcement of child protection rules.

Communications and Digital Minister Meutya Hafid
said the government had issued a formal reprimand to
Google, citing a lack of “good faith” in implementing
the Child Protection in Digital Space Regulation (PP
Tunas).

The regulation requires digital platforms to assess risks
posed to minors and restrict access for users under 16
if classified as high risk. Authorities said the rules are
designed to protect children from harmful content,
including pornography, gambling, and addictive online
behavior.

While Google has yet to fully comply, other major
platforms have begun adjusting their policies. Meta
has raised the minimum user age to 16 across
Facebook, Instagram, and Threads in Indonesia,
aligning with the new requirements. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Air Force plans radar
expansion to strengthen airspace
monitoring

(ms) Indonesia’s Air Force plans to expand nationwide
radar coverage to strengthen airspace monitoring, with
a target of deploying 30 radar units by 2029.

Air Force Chief of Staff Marshal Tonny Harjono said the
expansion will include the acquisition of 25 new radar
systems, partly replacing aging infrastructure currently
in operation. Indonesia currently operates around 20
radar units, some of which require upgrades.

The additional installations will focus on covering
“blind spot” areas to improve detection of aircraft
entering national airspace. Officials said the upgrade is
aimed at enhancing surveillance capabilities and
supporting broader air defense operations. [Antara]

Laos: Government tightens tourism safety
rules after fatal incidents
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(ms) Laos Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone has
ordered stricter safety regulations across the country's
tourism sector following a series of high-profile
incidents involving foreign visitors.

Speaking at a national meeting on April 7, Sonexay said
stronger oversight and clearer legal frameworks are
needed, particularly for high-risk activities such as hot
air ballooning and paramotoring, as well as food and
beverage services. He also called for improved
emergency response systems, including multilingual
support and faster communication with tourists.

Tourism is a key pillar of Laos’ economy, accounting for
more than 36 percent of GDP in 2025 when including
related sectors such as transport and trade. The
government is aiming to further expand the sector
through upcoming initiatives including Laos-China
Tourism Year 2027 and Visit Laos Year 2029.

The push for tighter controls follows growing concerns
over safety standards, particularly in Vang Vieng, a
major tourist destination.

In November 2024, six foreign tourists died from
methanol poisoning, with families later raising
concerns over limited information and a lack of
accountability. Authorities had pledged a full
investigation, but no confirmed findings have been
publicly released.

In a separate incident on March 26, 2026, a hot air
balloon struck high-voltage power lines during a tourist
flight, causing a temporary blackout affecting
thousands of homes and businesses. No injuries were
reported. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Growth slows as inflation and debt
pressures persist

(ms) Laos’ economic growth is expected to moderate in
2026 as external risks, inflation, and high debt levels
continue to weigh on the country’s recovery, according
to the latest Asian Development Bank outlook released
on April 13.

Gross domestic product is projected to expand by 4.0
percent in 2026, down from 4.4 percent in 2025, before
recovering slightly to 4.5 percent in 2027.

The slowdown comes despite ongoing improvements
in macroeconomic stability. Inflation eased to 7.7

percent in 2025 following tighter fiscal and monetary
policies but is expected to rise again to 9.8 percent in
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2026, driven by higher global oil prices, transport costs,
and increases in electricity tariffs.

Key growth drivers remain concentrated in energy,
infrastructure, and services. Hydropower and mining
investments continue to support industrial expansion,
while tourism and logistics benefit from improved
regional connectivity, particularly through the Laos-
China Railway.

However, structural challenges remain significant.
Public and publicly guaranteed debt is estimated at
around 82 percent of GDP, limiting fiscal flexibility and
increasing pressure on government finances. State-
owned enterprises, especially in the power sector,
continue to pose risks due to low tariffs and exposure
to foreign currency liabilities.

To address financing constraints, the government has
launched a credit guarantee institution aimed at
improving access to loans for small and medium-sized
businesses.

The Lao Credit Guarantee Sole Company Limited
(LCGC), established under the Ministry of Finance and
overseen by the central bank, works by guaranteeing a
portion of loans issued by commercial banks, reducing
lending risks. The scheme allows banks to extend
credit to businesses that lack traditional collateral,
shifting the focus toward business potential and
growth prospects. Authorities expect the initiative to
expand lending, support job creation, and strengthen
domestic production over time. [Lao News Agency 1]
[Lao News Agency 2]

Laos: 1,000 MW solar project begins
operation to boost renewable energy
capacity

(ms) A China-developed 1,000-megawatt solar power
project in northern Laos has entered operation,
marking a significant expansion of the country’s
renewable energy capacity and cross-border energy
cooperation.

The project, located in Oudomxay province, was
connected to the national grid in early April and is
expected to generate around 1.65 billion kilowatt-
hours of electricity annually.

Developed by China General Nuclear Power Group, the
facility is described as the largest solar installation in
Laos and one of the largest in Southeast Asia. It is also
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the country's first large-scale solar project built in
mountainous terrain.

Officials estimate the project will reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by approximately 1.3 million tonnes
per year while supporting energy security and reducing
reliance on fossil fuels. It is also expected to create
around 3,000 jobs during its development and
operational phases.

The project forms part of a broader push by Laos to
diversify its energy mix, which has traditionally been
dominated by hydropower. Authorities have
increasingly promoted solar and other renewable
sources to stabilize electricity supply and support
export capacity. [CGTV] [Lao News Agency]

Malaysia: Opposition bloc moves to
declare leader post vacant amid internal
reshuffle

(dgl) Malaysia's opposition coalition Perikatan Nasional
(PN) is moving to formally declare the opposition
leader position vacant, following the apparent
resignation of Hamzah Zainudin and ongoing internal
realignments within the bloc.

PN chairman Ahmad Samsuri Mokhtar said the
coalition will notify the speaker of the House of
Representatives (Dewan Rakyat) of the vacancy, with
the move expected to take effect immediately upon
submission. While he stopped short of confirming
Hamzah's resignation, Samsuri indicated that
procedural steps are being taken to formalize the
leadership transition.

Hamzah's position has been uncertain since his
expulsion from Malaysian United Indigenous Party
(Bersatu)—a pillar PN component party, along the Pan-
Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS)—in February, amid a
leadership dispute with party president Muhyiddin
Yassin. Hamzah, MP for Larut, had previously signaled
willingness to step down if he lost majority backing
within PN.

Coalition partner PAS has since indicated that PN's
component parties agreed for PAS to assume the
opposition leadership, with a successor expected to be
named before the next parliamentary sitting in June.
[Free Malaysia Today]

The developments highlight ongoing fragmentation
within Malaysia's opposition, particularly between
Bersatu PAS. A likely shift of the opposition leadership
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to PAS would tilt the coalition toward a more
conservative Islamist orientation—emphasizing
religious identity and governance—though within
Malaysia's electoral and institutional framework rather
than in a radical direction.

Malaysia: Additional funds linked to
political party revealed in corruption trial
against former prime minister

(dqgl) A bank officer testifying in the High Court has
confirmed that MYR 800,000 (USD 170,000) in
additional funds from a private company were
deposited into the account of the opposition
Malaysian United Indigenous Party (Parti Pribumi
Bersatu Malaysia; Bersatu) in October 2022, further
detailing financial flows under scrutiny in the
corruption trial of former prime minister Muhyiddin
Yassin.

The witness stated that the transactions—executed via
multiple cheques on a single day—were formally
recorded and consistent with the party's internal rules
requiring donations to be declared and channelled
through official accounts. Under cross-examination,
the defense emphasized the transparency and
procedural compliance of the transfers.

The testimony adds to earlier evidence of substantially
larger sums entering party-linked accounts in 2022.
Prosecutors allege that Muhyiddin— then prime
minister and party president—abused his position to
solicit funds tied to the Jana Wibawa program, a
pandemic-era initiative supporting Bumiputera
contractors, and subsequently engaged in money
laundering. The defense, by contrast, frames the funds
as legitimate political contributions. [Free Malysia
Today]

Bumiputera contractors are businesses owned or
controlled by Bumiputera, a term used in Malaysia to
refer primarily to ethnic Malays and indigenous
peoples.

Malaysia: Human rights watchdog body
urges restraint after arrests at anti-
corruption protest

(dqgl) The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(Suhakam) has called for caution following the arrest of
three activists who briefly disrupted a public forum in
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Kuala Lumpur, warning against disproportionate
responses to peaceful dissent.

Suhakam stressed that the incident—during a speech
by anti-corruption chief Azam Baki—appeared to fall
within the scope of protected expression, noting the
protesters were later released. The trio had displayed
placards, including calls for Azam's arrest linked to his
past shareholding controversy, before being escorted
out by security. [Suhakam]

The protesters, affiliated with student and civil society
groups, were initially remanded, prompting criticism
from G25 Malaysia (G25)—an informal coalition of
prominent retired senior civil servants in Malaysia—,
which described the detention as excessive given the
non-violent nature of the protest. [Free Malaysia
Today]

The case points to growing sensitivity around public
dissent in Malaysia, particularly on governance and
anti-corruption issues. While authorities appear to be
enforcing order at official events, reactions from
oversight bodies and elite civil society groups highlight
concerns that enforcement may be veering toward
overreach, potentially deterring legitimate political
expression and civic engagement.

Malaysia: Manufacturers warn of
widespread disruption as supply shocks
and cost surges intensify

(bo) A new survey by the Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) indicates that nearly 90 percent
of firms expect production disruptions in the coming
weeks, driven by converging pressures from raw
material shortages, rising energy prices, and persistent
logistics bottlenecks.

The strain on the country’s manufacturers which
account for 23 percent of GDP and employ 2.3 million
people, is acute across sectors with critical inputs—
including aluminium, copper, naphtha, LPG, sulphur,
and specialty chemicals—either delayed or increasingly
scarce, exposing vulnerabilities along both upstream
and downstream supply chains.

Inventory buffers are thin, with 8.2 percent of firms
holding less than two weeks of inputs, heightening
exposure to further supply shocks. Cost pressures are
accelerating. Energy expenses have risen by 10-30
percent, logistics costs by 20-50 percent, and roughly
half of manufacturers report significant increases in
operating expenditures.
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As a result, nearly half of firms have reduced output or
halted certain production lines, while export activity
has also been hit by delays, price renegotiations, and
order cancellations. [Malay Mail] [The Edge Malaysia]

Malaysia: Government expands food price
controls and fuel subsidies to cushion
energy-driven inflation

(bo/dgl) The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security
has introduced a phased intervention program aimed
at mitigating the impact of rising energy costs on food
prices and household living expenses.

The initiative will be implemented in stages, with an
expanding number of intervention sessions, offering
targeted groups discounts of between 10 and 30
percent on selected agricultural produce compared to
prevailing market prices. The program is designed to
ease cost-of-living pressures by directly addressing
price increases along the food supply chain linked to
higher energy inputs. [Bernama]

In parallel, the government has raised cash assistance
for diesel users to MYR 400 (USD 85) for April, up from
MYR 300 (USD 64), reflecting mounting pressure from
sustained global fuel price increases linked to Middle
East tensions. The move targets farmers, smallholders,
and individual diesel vehicle users, with more than
350,000 beneficiaries nationwide.

The adjustment follows a sharp surge in domestic
diesel prices in Peninsular Malaysia—from MYR 3.12 to
MYR 6.72 per liter—after supply disruptions pushed
global crude prices above USD 100 per barrel. While
East Malaysian states maintain capped prices, the
federal government is expanding targeted relief and
easing fuel purchase restrictions for agricultural users
to cushion operational costs.

The fiscal impact is significant: total fuel subsidies for
April are projected at around MYR 7 billion (USD 1.5
billion), including an additional MYR 75 million (USD 16
million) for diesel support measures. Complementary
agricultural support includes an increase in padi
cultivation incentives to MYR 300 (USD 64) per hectare,
benefiting nearly 200,000 farmers. [Free Malaysia
Today]

Malaysia: East Malaysian leaders defend
diesel subsidy exemption as equity
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measure amid reform pressures

(bo) Leaders in the states of Sabah and Sarawak have
defended the federal government’s decision to retain
higher diesel subsidies for East Malaysia and Labuan,
arguing the policy reflects structural disparities rather
than preferential treatment.

Officials stressed that the region’s vast and rugged
terrain, limited transport infrastructure, and heavy
reliance on diesel-powered mobility make fuel
subsidies essential for the movement of goods and
access to basic services, particularly in rural areas.
They also pointed to persistently higher living costs
and Sabah'’s role as a major oil and gas-producing state
as justification for differentiated treatment.

The decision comes as Malaysia advances broader fuel
subsidy rationalization, as part of the government's
effort to balance fiscal reform with regional equity.
East Malaysian leaders warned that uniform subsidy
reductions would disproportionately burden their
states, where development gaps with Peninsular
Malaysia remain pronounced. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Tankers seized in crackdown on
illegal fuel transfers

(dqgl) Maritime authorities have intercepted two oil
tankers engaged in suspected illegal fuel transfers off
Penang, seizing large volumes of diesel and detaining
22 crew members in a significant anti-smuggling
operation.

The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
reported that patrol units acted on a tip-off to inspect
the vessels anchored near Bagan Ajam, uncovering
unauthorized ship-to-ship (STS) bunkering activities.
Authorities estimate that around 800,000 liters of Euro
5 diesel—valued at approximately MYR 5.43 million
(USD 1.15 million)—were involved, with the total
seizure, including the vessels, reaching an estimated
MYR 2.33 billion (USD 493 million). The detained crew
comprises multiple nationalities, underscoring the
transnational nature of the operation. [Free Malaysia
Today]

Malaysia: Nationwide crackdown targets
illegal e-waste syndicates
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(dqgl) Malaysian authorities have launched a sweeping
nationwide operation against illegal electronic waste
processing, resulting in hundreds of arrests and the
seizure of high-value materials, underscoring growing
concerns over environmental crime and regulatory
enforcement.

Inspector-General of Police Mohd Khalid Ismail said the
“Ops Hazard 3.0” operation involved 110 raids across
11 states, leading to the arrest of 515 individuals.
Authorities seized 6,378 tons of e-waste valued at MYR
455 million (USD 96 million), alongside processed
metals and scrap materials, bringing the total value of
confiscated items to MYR 582 million (USD 123 million).
Investigations revealed 42 illegal factories engaged in
e-waste processing, with multiple violations recorded
under environmental and financial regulations.

Authorities have opened 223 investigation papers,
issued fines, frozen bank accounts worth MYR 670,000
(USD 142,000), and initiated tax probes into suspected
revenue leakages, highlighting the scale and
complexity of the illicit network. [The Star]

The operation is part of Malaysia's intensifying efforts
to combat illegal e-waste activities, following the
introduction of a comprehensive import ban in
February, which positions the country within a broader
regional push to curb hazardous waste inflows rather
than as a first mover. The crackdown also signals a
broader push to address environmental governance
gaps while tackling the nexus between illicit recycling,
organized crime, and corruption. [South China Morning
Post]

Myanmar: Military dominance entrenched
under new cabinet

(dgl) Myanmar’s junta has formalized its transition to a
nominally civilian administration while preserving near-
total military control, with parliament approving on
April 9 a cabinet overwhelmingly composed of serving
or former generals and regime loyalists ahead of Min
Aung Hlaing's presidential inauguration (see below).

Of the 30 ministers appointed, the vast majority are
drawn from the armed forces or the military-backed
Union Solidarity and Development Party, including
numerous holdovers from the previous junta
administration. Several figures are under Western
sanctions for alleged involvement in human rights
abuses. Key judicial posts—including the constitutional
tribunal, attorney general, and Supreme Court—were
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also reaffirmed, consolidating institutional continuity
under military influence. [Reuters]

The cabinet formation follows widely discredited
elections held amid severe political repression,
exclusion of opposition forces, and ongoing armed
conflict that prevented voting in parts of the country.
External actors, including ASEAN, have declined to
recognize the electoral process. [AP News]

Myanmar: Min Aung Hlaing inaugurated
as president

(su) Myanmar's military leader Min Aung Hlaing was
inaugurated as president on April 10, formalizing a
transition to a military-dominated “civilian”
administration viewed by critics as a continuation of
junta rule under a new institutional facade.

The ceremony saw the swearing-in of vice presidents
and a 30-member cabinet heavily composed of serving
and former military officers, alongside figures from the
military-aligned Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP). Key security portfolios—including
defense, home affairs, and border affairs—remain
firmly under military control, underscoring the armed
forces' continued dominance over the state apparatus.

In his inaugural address, Min Aung Hlaing reiterated
longstanding allegations of fraud in the 2020 election,
reinforcing the junta's justification for the 2021 coup,
while calling for national unity amid mounting
domestic and international challenges. The
administration also announced plans to establish a
Union Consultative Council to advise on governance
and legal implementation.

The regime signaled an intention to maintain
engagement with ASEAN, even as its legitimacy
remains contested internationally. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Government centralizes peace
process under new committee

(su) Myanmar's government on April 11 established a
National Unity and Peace-making Central Committee
under, placing the country’'s peace process under the
direct leadership of President Min Aung Hlaing.

The committee, chaired by Min Aung Hlaing and
composed of senior military leaders and key cabinet
members, integrates the presidency, armed forces,
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and core ministries into a single decision-making body.
It is mandated to formulate and guide peace policies,
coordinate implementation, and engage domestic and
international stakeholders, including ethnic armed
organizations, civil society actors, and external
partners.

The body is also tasked with advancing policies based
on the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) and
supporting a transition toward a “democratic federal
union,” while retaining authority to issue directives and
establish advisory mechanisms to steer the process.
[Eleven Media Group]

Myanmar: Karen resistance group
formalizes governance under new federal
charter

(su) The Karen National Union (KNU), one of
Myanmar's leading ethnic armed organizations, on
April 10 ratified a new charter establishing a
governance framework for territories under its control,
advancing its ambition to build a federal political unit
based on democratic principles and self-
determination. The charter follows consultations held
from March 31 to April 2 and concludes a drafting
process initiated in December 2023.

To implement the framework, the KNU created two
core bodies: a consultative council tasked with policy
guidance, technical support, and strengthening local
representation, and a governing council overseeing
administrative functions across eight departments,
including a newly established portfolio for women,
youth, and children’s affairs aimed at promoting
inclusive and accountable governance.

The charter defines a structured representative system
incorporating central and district-level officials,
alongside youth, women, and ethnic representatives
aligned with anti-coup forces, as well as elected
representatives from the 2020 polls who support the
initiative. It also provides for a review mechanism to
adapt governance arrangements to evolving conditions
during the ongoing conflict. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Former ambassador to China
appointed foreign minister

(su) Myanmar's military leadership has appointed
former ambassador to China Tin Maung Swe as foreign
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minister, signaling a further strategic tilt toward Beijing
as the junta faces sustained international isolation and
limited diplomatic options.

Aretired brigadier general with close ties to China’s
leadership, Tin Maung Swe served as envoy to Beijing
from 2022 until early 2026 and played a key role in
stabilizing bilateral relations following the 2021 coup.
His elevation comes amid renewed high-level
engagement, including a recent meeting between Min
Aung Hlaing and Chinese Ambassador Ma Jia,
underscoring Beijing's early endorsement of the
regime’s new political configuration.

The appointment reflects Myanmar's growing reliance
on China as its primary external partner. Beijing has
provided critical economic, military, and diplomatic
support, including backing infrastructure projects
under the Belt and Road Initiative, facilitating border
stability, and exerting pressure on ethnic armed
groups along the frontier. China has also lent tacit
support to the junta’s widely criticized electoral
process. [The Irrawaddy]

Historically, Myanmar's military rulers have turned to
China during periods of Western isolation, a pattern
that has intensified since the 2021 coup. While the
regime has sought to diversify ties through
engagement with Russia, Beijing remains the dominant
external actor shaping Myanmar's strategic and
economic trajectory.

Myanmar: China-linked probe triggers
removal of junta spokesperson

(su) The military regime has dismissed its chief
spokesperson, Major General Zaw Min Tun, following a
corruption probe reportedly initiated by Chinese
authorities over an illicit drone procurement deal—
indicating Beijing's growing influence over internal
junta affairs.

According to sources, evidence presented by Chinese
Special Envoy Deng Xijun during a March visit to
Myanmar implicated Zaw Min Tun in brokering the sale
of restricted Chinese drones to a Myanmar-linked
entity, in violation of Beijing's export controls. The
general reportedly admitted receiving a brokerage fee,
prompting his immediate removal from all official
positions, including his role as the regime’s public face
since the 2021 coup. He has been replaced by
Brigadier General Ye Yint Aung.
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The case forms part of a broader pattern of China-
backed interventions in Myanmar’s military leadership.
Earlier this year, Beijing similarly tipped off authorities
about corruption linked to cross-border scam
operations, leading to the ousting of a senior minister.
China has also reportedly taken action against the
domestic drone supplier involved in the latest case.

Zaw Min Tun's sudden disappearance from public view
since his dismissal underscores both the opacity of
junta decision-making and the extent to which external
pressure—particularly from China—is shaping elite
accountability within the regime. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: European buyers press for
minimum wage hike amid rising ESG and
competitiveness concerns

(su) European apparel brands sourcing from Myanmar
have intensified calls for an urgent increase in the
country's minimum wage, warning that persistently low
wage levels pose growing risks to workers,
manufacturers, and the long-term viability of the
export-oriented garment sector.

In a statement released on April 6, the EuroCham
Myanmar Garment Advocacy Group highlighted that
64 percent of Myanmar's apparel exports are destined
for the European Union, underscoring the sector’s
heavy dependence on European buyers. The group
stressed that current wage levels are increasingly
misaligned with rising living costs and production
expenses, creating mounting reputational and
compliance risks for brands operating under stricter
due diligence and responsible sourcing standards.

While some companies have introduced supplier-level
measures to mitigate labor risks, EuroCham
emphasized that piecemeal approaches are
insufficient, calling instead for a sector-wide
adjustment of the legal minimum wage. The group
warned that failure to act could undermine Myanmar’s
attractiveness as a sourcing destination, particularly as
global buyers face heightened scrutiny over labor
conditions in their supply chains. [Mizzima]

The appeal reflects broader pressure on Myanmar’s
garment industry—one of its key export sectors—to
balance cost competitiveness with evolving
international labor and ESG expectations, amid a
challenging domestic operating environment.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jtr/

Myanmar: Resistance groups rally behind
Arakan Army as offensive intensifies

(su) Seventeen anti-junta organizations have issued
statements marking the 17th anniversary of the
Arakan Army (AA) on April 10 highlighting growing
coordination among resistance forces as fighting
escalates.

Groups including the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA), Ta'ang National Liberation
Army (TNLA), and other allied organizations
acknowledged the AA’s role in providing operational
and logistical support to resistance movements across
Myanmar. Statements referenced continued
cooperation in the broader campaign against military
rule.

Founded in 2009 in Kachin State, the AA has expanded
from a small force into a major armed actor, currently
engaged in multiple fronts, including in Rakhine State
and parts of Magway Region. Reports indicate that the
group has taken control of several towns, including
Paletwa, consolidating its territorial presence.

The anniversary messages also emphasized shared
objectives among resistance groups, including
coordination in military operations and broader
political aims related to governance and conflict
outcomes in Myanmar. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Kachin leader engages allies
after tensions over northern Shan trade
routes

(anl) A senior Kachin Independence Army (KIA) leader
recently visited northern Shan State following tensions
between allied ethnic armed groups—the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and the
Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)—over control
of strategic China-facing trade corridors.

General Gun Maw, vice chairman of the Kachin
Independence Council, met leaders of both groups
after a truce that left the MNDAA in control of key hubs
near Kutkai, including the Kyan San Kyawt border point
and the 105-Mile Trade Zone.

KIA officials described the visit as routine coordination
among allies rather than formal mediation.

The MNDAA and TNLA are members of the
Brotherhood Alliance, whose Operation 1027 captured
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large parts of northern Shan State—including key
China-facing trade routes—before being curtailed
under Chinese pressure. China continues to prioritize
the reopening and stability of key border trade routes.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Resistance steps up multi-front
offensives as border fighting intensifies

(dgl/anl) Resistance forces have intensified
coordinated offensives along the Thai-Myanmar
border and in adjacent regions, including Kayin State
and neighboring Bago Region, increasing pressure on
junta positions and signaling a broader push to
consolidate territorial gains.

Along the Myawaddy corridor in Kayin State, Karen-led
forces have encircled a key military base near Waw Lay
following earlier advances, prompting heavy junta
airstrikes as government troops attempt to hold their
remaining foothold in the area. The outcome could
shape control over a strategically vital border zone.

In parallel, resistance groups reported additional gains
in Mon State and Bago Region, capturing military
outposts in recent days and inflicting casualties on
regime forces. The operations reflect sustained
coordination among ethnic armed groups and allied
units across multiple fronts. [The Irrawaddy] [DVB]

Myanmar: Offensive and airstrikes in Pale
Township

(su) A sustained military offensive combining heavy
airstrikes and coordinated ground assaults has
destroyed more than 160 civilian homes in Pale
Township since late February, marking a significant
escalation in the junta’s campaign in central Myanmar.

The operation follows the defection of a senior
resistance commander, Bo Nagar of the Burma
National Revolutionary Army, whose reported
cooperation with the military has enabled more
precise targeting of resistance positions. Local sources
indicate that junta troops have shifted from broader
sweeps to intelligence-driven strikes on specific
villages, supported by near-daily aerial bombardment.

Military forces, estimated at around 300 troops, have
advanced on multiple villages including Chin Pyit,
North Pitauk Kone, Mon Thwin, and Ywar Naung,
deploying a range of aerial assets—from helicopters
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and drones to improvised platforms—to sustain
pressure. Civilian infrastructure has been heavily
affected, with entire homes and religious buildings
reportedly destroyed.

Despite the intensified offensive, resistance forces
have mounted counterattacks, inflicting notable
casualties on junta troops during clashes in March,
underscoring continued battlefield attrition on both
sides.

As of early April, military units have consolidated
positions around Pale town and nearby pro-regime
strongholds, indicating a shift toward holding and
securing territory following the initial wave of targeted
operations. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta drone, paramotor strike
kills civilians in Taungtha amid evolving
aerial tactics

(su) A military drone strike followed by a ground raid in
Taungtha Township, central Myanmar, killed two
women and injured another on April 5, highlighting the
junta’s increasing use of improvised aerial platforms in
coordinated operations against civilian areas.

The attack targeted Panpaung village, where explosives
were reportedly dropped from a paramotor—an
unconventional platform increasingly used by the
military—destroying several homes. The strike came
after an 80-strong military column advanced into the
area earlier in the day, indicating a coordinated air-
ground operation.

Local groups warn that the growing use of drones and
paramotors in Myingyan District reflects an expanding
reliance on flexible, low-cost aerial strike capabilities,
raising concerns over further attacks on nearby
communities and continued risks to civilians. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Offensive in Bago Region
displaces thousands amid air and artillery
strikes

(su) Myanmar's military has launched a multi-
directional offensive in Nattalin Township, central Bago
Region, since early April, displacing nearly 7,000
civilians as clashes escalate in the Bago Yoma area.
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The operation involves ground advances supported by
artillery, drone strikes, and airpower, with reports of
civilian casualties, village damage, and detentions.
Residents have fled into forested areas with limited
access to food, water, and medical care. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Airstrikes and drone attacks in
Kachin State

(anl) Myanmar's military carried out airstrikes and
drone attacks in Hpakant Township, Kachin State, on
April 13, disrupting Thingyan water festivities and
prompting further civilian displacement despite the
absence of direct ground combat.

According to local and Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
sources, fighter jets dropped multiple bombs near
Sutaunggon Mountain, followed by additional drone
strikes, as both sides increasingly rely on stand-off
attacks using airpower, drones, and heavy weapons.
Most residents had already fled the affected area, and
no casualties were reported.

The strikes form part of a broader escalation in recent
days, including earlier air attacks and renewed clashes
in the area, alongside reports of additional troop
deployments. The episode highlights a shift toward
remote, sustained engagements and underscores the
continued disruption of civilian life even during major
cultural events. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Resistance rejects government
Karenni road reopening plan

(anl) Resistance forces in Karenni State have dismissed
the government's plan to reopen a key road linking
Hpasawng Township with the state capital, Loikaw, as
unrealistic amid continued fighting. The move
highlights the gap between the regime’s efforts to
restore transport links and the fragmented security
situation on the ground.

The Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF) said
the route runs through multiple contested areas and
noted that regime forces required nearly a year of
fighting to reach southern Hpasawng. Although the
military reportedly recaptured Hpasawng in mid-
February and is attempting to reassert control over
adjacent road networks, clashes have continued as
troops push toward Mawchi, a resistance-held town of
strategic economic importance. [DVB]
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Philippines: Supreme Court allows
impeachment proceedings against Vice
President Sara Duterte

(ab/ms) The Supreme Court of the Philippines has
declined to halt impeachment proceedings against Vice
President Sara Duterte, allowing the House of
Representatives to continue its inquiry while requiring
lawmakers to justify the process within ten non-
extendible days. The decision, which did not grant the
requested temporary restraining order (TRO),
effectively permits ongoing hearings while leaving
open the possibility of judicial review at a later stage.

Duterte had petitioned the Court to stop the
proceedings, arguing that the impeachment process
violated constitutional provisions, including the one-
year ban on initiating multiple impeachment
complaints against the same official and procedural
concerns over how the complaints were handled.
Supporters also filed additional petitions, claiming that
lawmakers were not properly furnished with
documents and that the process lacked full
deliberation . The Court consolidated the petitions but
allowed the House to proceed.

Legal experts have interpreted the ruling as a signal
that the judiciary is unwilling to intervene during the
preliminary stage, where the House committee on
justice is tasked with determining probable cause
rather than guilt. Former Supreme Court justice Adolf
Azcuna stated that the House is acting within its
constitutional mandate and emphasized that
impeachment proceedings at this stage are
investigatory in nature .

The House resumed hearings on April 14, focusing on
evidence gathering and witness testimonies. A central
figure in the proceedings is Ramil Madriaga, a self-
described former associate of the Duterte family, who
has made a series of allegations linking the vice
president and her political network to financial
irregularities. During testimony, Madriaga claimed that
executives connected to the controversial Pharmally
Pharmaceuticals group helped fund Duterte’s 2022
campaign, allegedly providing large sums of cash for
campaign-related activities . These claims add to
earlier allegations under review, including the alleged
misuse of confidential funds, bribery, and possible
constitutional violations.

The impeachment process could ultimately lead to a
Senate trial if at least one-third of House members
approve articles of impeachment. The Senate would



then convene as an impeachment court to determine
whether Duterte should be removed from office.

Politically, the case carries significant implications.
Duterte already announced her candidacy in the 2028
presidential election, with an impeachment,
disqualifying her from the race.

While the Supreme Court's decision allows the process
to continue, it also underscores the legal and
constitutional scrutiny surrounding the case. The
coming weeks—particularly the outcome of House
deliberations and any potential Senate trial—are likely
to shape both Duterte’s political future and the
broader trajectory of Philippine politics. [Inquirer.net]
[PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2] [PhilStar 3] [Rappler]

Philippines: Witness alleges misuse of
contractor license in USD 32 million flood
projects

(ms) A contractor-turned-state witness told a Philippine
anti-graft court that officials from the Department of
Public Works and Highways (DPWH) allegedly used her
firm's license to secure dozens of government flood
control projects worth PHP 1.8 billion (USD 32 million).

Sally Santos, owner of SYMS Construction, testified
before the Sandiganbayan that her company’s license
was used in 42 infrastructure projects, while the actual
work was carried out by other entities. She said she
received around PHP 80 million (USD 1.4 million) as a
“royalty fee” for allowing the use of her license.

According to her testimony, the arrangement formed
part of a broader scheme involving DPWH officials.
Prosecutors argued that the setup indicated the
existence of a “side-racket” in the implementation of
flood control projects.

Santos further claimed that she withdrew
approximately PHP 400 million (USD 7.1 million) in
cash from her bank and delivered it to former DPWH
Bulacan 1st District Engineering Office assistant district
engineer Brice Hernandez. The withdrawal process,
she said, took about five hours to complete.

In total, she alleged that Hernandez received up to PHP
1.72 billion (USD 30 million) from payments made to
SYMS Construction for the projects, with the remainder
retained as her share.

The testimony is part of ongoing proceedings involving
malversation and graft charges tied to a PHP 92.8
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million (USD 1.6 million) flood control project in Pandj,
Bulacan. Among those facing charges are former
senator Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr., Hernandez, and
several DPWH engineers and staff.

They have been charged under provisions of the
Revised Penal Code related to malversation of public
funds, as well as under the Anti-Graft and Corrupt
Practices Act. Prosecutors have recommended no bail
for the malversation charges, and the accused are
currently detained pending trial.

Court proceedings have also highlighted questions
about the credibility of Santos as a state witness.
During hearings, Sandiganbayan justices raised
concerns over inconsistencies in her statements and
her inability to recall key details regarding the projects
and transactions.

Santos admitted to participating in a “license-for-rent”
scheme, in which her firm's credentials were used to
bid for projects that were later executed by other
contractors. She also acknowledged that only a small
portion of projects awarded to her company were
actually undertaken by SYMS Construction.

Separately, investigators and court testimony have
pointed to irregularities in project implementation,
including discrepancies in reported project locations
and progress timelines, further fueling allegations of
so-called “ghost” flood control projects.

The case comes as the DPWH faces broader scrutiny
over procurement and project delivery. Thousands of
infrastructure projects remain stalled, with data
showing at least 3,128 contracts still under
procurement as of early April, raising concerns over
delays and execution capacity.

Lawmakers have pointed to declining contractor
participation in government bidding, citing unresolved
pricing issues and delays in payments. Some
contractors are reportedly hesitant to take on projects
due to rising material and fuel costs that are not fully
reflected in contract budgets.

There are also allegations that delayed payments to
contractors in recent months may have discouraged
participation, potentially contributing to the backlog.
Officials warned that prolonged delays in
infrastructure spending could have wider economic
implications, including risks to employment, suppliers,
and related industries.

Despite these concerns, DPWH Secretary Vince Dizon
said the agency has not received formal reports of



contractors refusing to join bidding processes. He
added that contract awards are expected to begin in
April following the rollout of procurement activities
earlier this year.[ABS-CBN] [Bilyonaryo] [Manila
Bulletin] [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Philippines: Government urges Meta to
curb fake news amid energy crisis

(ms) The Philippine government has called on Meta to
take stronger action against the spread of false and
misleading content, warning that disinformation linked
to the country's energy crisis and political environment
poses risks to public order and economic stability.

In a joint letter dated April 10, the Presidential
Communications Office (PCO) and the Department of
Information and Communications Technology (DICT)
urged Meta to implement stricter safeguards across its
platforms. Officials said false narratives related to fuel
prices, economic disruptions, and government actions
have intensified as the country faces rising costs driven
by a global oil crisis.

Authorities warned that such content could trigger
public panic, distort prices, and disrupt the supply of
essential goods, potentially violating laws on
profiteering and market manipulation. They added that
failure to act could prompt regulatory or legal
measures against the company.

The request comes as the government monitors what
it described as a surge in disinformation tied to
sensitive national issues. Officials said misinformation
has increasingly targeted both economic conditions
and political leadership, amplifying uncertainty during
a period of heightened vulnerability.

Government agencies, including the National Bureau
of Investigation and the Philippine National Police,
have launched investigations into individuals and
networks allegedly responsible for spreading
fabricated reports. Officials warned that those found
liable could face charges under laws governing false
publication and cyber libel.

The PCO has also filed complaints against social media
accounts accused of circulating false information about
energy shortages, including claims of nationwide
blackouts and emergency lockdowns. Authorities said
such posts were designed to “sow public panic and
confusion” amid ongoing concerns about fuel supply
and pricing.
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To address the issue, the PCO and DICT proposed
several measures to Meta, including faster takedown
procedures for flagged content, improved detection
systems for high-risk disinformation, and the
designation of a dedicated coordination channel with
Philippine authorities.

Meta has been asked to acknowledge the request
within 48 hours and submit a detailed implementation
plan within seven days. Failure to comply, officials said,
may result in further government action. [Inquirer]
[Philippine News Agency] [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Philippines: Government probes possible
oil price collusion amid energy crisis

(ms) Philippine authorities are investigating possible
collusion among oil companies, with officials and
lawmakers raising concerns that firms may be
colluding with each other, exploiting the ongoing
energy crisis to increase profits at the expense of
consumers.

The Department of Energy (DOE) said it has requested
the Philippine Competition Commission (PCC) to
examine whether oil firms engaged in anti-competitive
behavior after raising prices at the same time and by
similar amounts. Officials said the pattern has raised
concerns about possible coordination among major
players in the market.

Energy Secretary Sharon Garin said the key issue is
whether companies are communicating with each
other before implementing price hikes, a practice that
could violate competition laws. She added that the
government is prepared to submit data to supporta
formal inquiry.

Fuel retailers in the Philippines typically adjust prices
on a weekly basis, a system designed to spread
increases over time. However, lawmakers and
regulators have noted that recent adjustments appear
unusually uniform, both in timing and magnitude,
prompting calls for closer scrutiny.

Members of Congress and the Senate have backed the
probe, with some lawmakers warning of “cartel-like”
behavior in the petroleum sector. They said
simultaneous price increases, particularly during a
crisis, may indicate coordinated action rather than
normal market dynamics.

Several officials also raised concerns that oil
companies may be profiting from the crisis by
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increasing margins, including selling existing fuel
inventories—purchased at lower pre-crisis costs—at
significantly higher prices during the current surge.

The investigation comes as fuel prices have surged
sharply in recent months, driven by geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East. Diesel prices have risen by
more than 100 percent in some cases, while gasoline
prices have also increased significantly, adding to
inflationary pressures across the economy.

Government officials have warned that higher fuel
costs are affecting transportation, food prices, and
overall economic stability, increasing the urgency of
ensuring fair market practices.

At the same time, authorities have stepped up
oversight of the oil industry. The DOE has ordered
companies to provide detailed breakdowns of their
pricing structures, a move aimed at improving
transparency and determining whether increases are
justified.

Lawmakers have also suggested revisiting the country's
oil deregulation framework, arguing that limited
competition among dominant firms may enable
coordinated pricing behavior. Some have proposed
temporary government intervention or price controls if
evidence of collusion emerges.

The issue has gained further attention as the
government expands efforts to stabilize fuel supply.
Officials said the country has secured additional oil
imports from multiple sources, boosting reserves to
around 50 days of supply, compared with a typical 30-
day level.

The probe also unfolds alongside a broader
government response to the energy crisis, including
measures to prevent hoarding and profiteering and
discussions on potential tax relief for consumers. [Daily.
Tribune] [Inquirer] [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2] [PhilStar 3]

Philippines: Government suspends fuel
taxes, considers additional measures
amid rising prices

(ms) The Philippine government has introduced
targeted measures to address rising fuel and food
costs, including the suspension of excise taxes on
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and kerosene. The move
is expected to reduce LPG prices by about PHP 3.36
per kilogram (USD 0.06) or roughly PHP 37 (USD 0.65)


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jdi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jdi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jdd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jdh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jdu/

per tank, and kerosene by PHP 5.56 per liter (USD 0.10)

The decision comes as inflation rose to 4.1 percent in
March, driven in part by higher global energy prices.
The Philippines relies heavily on imported fuel, making
it particularly vulnerable to external price shocks.

Additional measures are under review, including
potential tax relief for gasoline and diesel, though no
decision has been announced. The government has
also reduced tariffs on selected food imports to ease
broader cost pressures.

Separately, lawmakers are considering redirecting
approximately PHP 16 billion (USD 280 million) in
unused election funds to finance fuel subsidies or
other relief programs, pending legal and procedural
approval. [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Philippines: Coast guard establishes new
command in disputed South China Sea

(ms) The Philippines has established a new coast guard
command center on Pag-asa (Thitu) Island in the
Spratly Islands, strengthening its presence in the
disputed South China Sea amid ongoing tensions with
China. The facility, inaugurated on April 9, will serve as
the headquarters of a newly created coast guard
district covering approximately 68,000 square
kilometers.

Previously administered from Palawan, the area will
now host a commodore-level commander, a
permanently stationed vessel, additional response
boats, and specialized personnel. The move is
intended to enhance operational readiness and
reinforce Manila's claim over the Kalayaan Island
Group, a key part of the Spratly chain.

The upgrade includes plans to dredge a deeper port to
allow larger coast guard vessels to dock directly at the
island, improving logistics and response capabilities.
Outlying positions such as Kota and Parola islands will
also be elevated to full station status, further
expanding the Philippines’ maritime footprint.

The development comes amid continued encounters
with Chinese vessels in the area, with reports of
Chinese coast guard ships issuing radio warnings
during the inauguration. Beijing claims nearly the
entire South China Sea despite a 2016 international
ruling rejecting its claims.
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Around 400 Filipino civilians live on Pag-asa Island, and
the government has linked the expanded coast guard
presence to both security objectives and increased
support for local communities. [ABS-CBN] [Channel
News Asia]

Singapore: Government rolls out USD 780
million support package as energy crisis
drives inflation risks

(ms) Singapore has introduced a support package
worth nearly SGD 1 billion (USD 780 million) to cushion
households and businesses from the economic impact
of the Middle East conflict and rising energy costs.

The measures include cash payouts for eligible citizens,
fuel vouchers for transport workers such as taxi and
private-hire drivers, and an increased corporate tax
rebate of 50 percent, up from 40 percent announced
earlier in the 2026 budget.

The package comes as the Iran war disrupts global
energy markets, pushing up fuel, electricity, and
transport costs in the city-state, which relies on
imports for around 95 percent of its electricity
generation.

At the same time, Singapore's central bank is expected
to tighten monetary policy as inflationary pressures
build. Rising import costs linked to higher oil prices are
pushing inflation toward the upper end of official
forecasts, while the Singapore dollar has strengthened
amid expectations of policy adjustment.

Despite the external shock, early data suggests
economic activity remained relatively resilient in early
2026. However, authorities have warned that growth
could weaken as global uncertainty intensifies.

Singapore’s position as a major oil trading and refining
hub has allowed it to maintain fuel supplies
domestically and meet international commitments,
even as global energy flows remain disrupted.
[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

Thailand: Middle East war overshadows
government’s opening policy debate,
driving fuel intervention and relief
measures
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(Im) Late last week, the constitutionally mandated
presentation of the government's agenda — marking
the start of full executive authority following the
February election — was overtaken by the domestic
impact of the Middle East war, as rising fuel prices and
energy costs dominated the debate.

This comes at a critical moment for Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul, whose electoral mandate was
closely tied to economic stability and cost-of-living
relief, with his Bhumjaithai Party campaigning on
restoring growth, lowering household costs, and
expanding subsidies and credit support. The current
energy shock now directly tests the government's
ability to deliver on these commitments.

In his policy statement on April 9, Anutin outlined a
wide-ranging agenda focused on economic
restructuring, debt relief, reducing business costs, and
strengthening competitiveness. Key measures included
an omnibus law package to remove outdated
regulations, a “super licence” system to streamline
approvals within 180 days, continued consumer
subsidy programs, expansion of the “Khon La Khrueng
co-payment scheme, and initiatives to promote clean
energy, artificial intelligence, and advanced industries.
[Reuters] [Bangkok Post 1]

”

However, from the outset of the debate, focus shifted
quickly from the government's broader policy agenda
to rising fuel costs, with opposition MPs highlighting
the refining margin as a key driver of high prices and a
test of the government's crisis management. By April
10, criticism escalated into wider allegations of
mismanagement in the oil sector, with the People’s
Party — the main reform-oriented opposition party —
raising concerns over transparency, possible fuel
hoarding, and links between political actors and oil
businesses, including discrepancies in supply data, all
of which were disputed by coalition members.
[Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

These political attacks intersect with underlying
structural tensions in Thailand’s energy system.
Despite the crisis, authorities confirmed that physical
supply remains stable, with oil reserves covering
approximately 106-110 days of consumption and
domestic refining output exceeding demand.
Moreover, exports of refined fuel were temporarily
suspended, except to neighboring countries, and the
Songkran holiday period was expected to reduce
domestic consumption and ease pressure on reserves.
[Bangkok Post 4]

At the same time, the government has continued to
subsidize retail fuel prices through the Oil Fuel Fund —


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jhd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-jkl/

a state mechanism used to stabilize fuel prices —,
which has accumulated a deficit of nearly THB 60
billion (USD 1.74 billion), with daily subsidy costs
previously reaching up to THB 2.5 billion (USD 72.5
million) before declining to around THB 400-500
million (USD 11.6-14.5 million). [Bangkok Post 5]

This has shifted political focus toward price formation
rather than supply, particularly whether refiners are
capturing disproportionate gains while the fiscal
burden is absorbed by the state. In response, the
government intervened directly on April 7 by ordering
a THB 2 (USD 0.058) per liter reduction in diesel
refining margins under the 1973 Emergency Decree on
the Prevention and Suppression of Fuel Shortages,
contributing to a total retail price reduction of about
THB 2.14 (USD 0.062) per liter. The measure has raised
tensions with private refiners, with reports of potential
legal challenges. [Bangkok Post 6]

Parallel investigations into the fuel supply chain have
reinforced concerns about market distortions.
Authorities identified suspected oil hoarding in four
provinces — Udon Thani, Pathum Thani, Samut
Sakhon, and Khon Kaen — with three main patterns:
fuel tankers diverting deliveries away from petrol
stations, depots showing irregular stockpiling behavior,
and unexplained shortages at retail stations. These
cases may be escalated as special cases, meaning
investigations handled by the Department of Special
Investigation (DSI). [Bangkok Post 7]

At the same time, the government moved to contain
the impact of the energy shock triggered by the war
around the Strait of Hormuz. Thai authorities said nine
Thai-flagged vessels remained stranded awaiting
clearance to pass through the strait, including five
carrying fertilizer, while diplomatic efforts were
underway with Oman and Iran to secure safe passage.
One tanker previously delayed by the conflict delivered
about 700,000 barrels of crude oil to Chon Buri,
helping stabilize supply. [Bangkok Post 8] [Bangkok
Post 9]

At the macro level, policy space is tightening. Officials
have warned that Thailand has “limited ammunition” to
respond, with growth projected at 1.3-1.7 percent,
inflation at 2.5-3.5 percent, and the World Bank cutting
its 2026 forecast to 1.3 percent, citing high exposure to
imported energy. Sustained high oil prices could
reduce household incomes by 3-4 percent. [Bangkok
Post 10] [Bangkok Post 11]

Within these constraints, the government is pursuing a
dual-track response combining targeted relief with
structural adjustment. ATHB 7.7 billion (USD 223.3
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million) package approved on April 11 includes higher
welfare payments for over 13 million recipients and
THB 2.06 billion (USD 59.7 million) in temporary fuel
subsidies. In parallel, state-backed financing —
including ultra-low-interest loans and programs
totaling up to THB 100 billion (USD 2.9 billion) — aims
to support businesses, agriculture, and the transition
toward electric vehicles, solar energy, and more
efficient production. Additional measures under
preparation include expansion of the co-payment
scheme and targeted support for affected sectors.
[Bangkok Post 12] [Bangkok Post 13]

The labor ministry has also moved to mitigate social
impacts, proposing a possible reduction in
contributions to the Social Security Fund (SSF),
alongside expanded skills training programs aligned
with labor market demand and a review of the
institutional structure of the Social Security Office
(SSO) — the agency administering the fund. [Bangkok
Post 14]

Thailand: Legal cases target reformist
lawmakers over lése-majesté reform and
party conduct

(Im) Thailand's political landscape is facing renewed
legal pressure on reform-oriented actors, as separate
proceedings advance against former members of the
dissolved Move Forward Party (MFP) and its successor,
the People’s Party (PP).

The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) has
submitted a case to the Supreme Court against 44
former MFP MPs over their 2021 initiative to amend
Section 112 of the Criminal Code—the lése-majesté
law. The case follows a January 2024 ruling by the
Constitutional Court, which found that the campaign
constituted an abuse of rights aimed at undermining
the constitutional system with the monarchy as head
of state, in violation of Section 49 of the Constitution.
The court ordered the party and its members to cease
all such activities and advocacy related to amending
the law.

This ruling then formed the legal basis for subsequent
proceedings initiated by the Election Commission,
which petitioned for the party’s dissolution. In August
2024, the Constitutional Court issued a follow-up
judgment dissolving the MFP and imposing 10-year
political bans on its executive members, on the
grounds that its actions amounted to an attempt to
overthrow the constitutional monarchy.
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Against this backdrop, in the context of the current
case, the NACC argues the case concerns ethical
conduct rather than the constitutional right to propose
legislation, and is seeking lifetime political bans. The
case now moves to judicial consideration, where the
Supreme Court may decide whether to accept the
petition. If accepted, the court could order the
immediate suspension of the 10 accused individuals
who remain sitting MPs under the PP, pending a final
ruling. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

In parallel, the Election Commission is conducting a
separate investigation into the PP over allegations that
it was linked to a media-related company, Spectre C, in
potential violation of legal restrictions on political party
involvement in media activities. The case, triggered by
a complaint from a former party member, is currently
at the fact-finding stage.

Separately, observers have pointed to potential
political implications of the case. Piyabutr
Saengkanokkul, a prominent figure associated with the
reformist camp, argued that proceedings against the
PP could affect its role in coalition dynamics,
particularly given its parliamentary weight as the
second-largest party in parliament. He suggested the
case could weaken the party's capacity to influence
government formation during periods of political
instability. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Constitutional Court extends
deadline in ballot barcode case

(Im) Thailand’s Constitutional Court has granted the
Election Commission a 15-day extension to submit its
defense in a case challenging the use of barcodes and
QR codes on election ballots.

The case arises from a petition filed by the
Ombudsman concerning ballots used in the February 8
general election. The petition argues that barcodes and
QR codes could allow voter identification and reveal
voting choices, potentially violating constitutional
provisions related to ballot secrecy and electoral
conduct.

The court had previously instructed both parties to
submit written explanations, evidence, and witness
lists within a set timeframe. Following a request by the
Election Commission, the court approved an additional
15 days, with the possibility of further extensions if
justified. The case remains in the evidence submission
stage. [Bangkok Post]
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The court has previously addressed election-related
issues. In May 2006, it annulled a general election after
finding that polling booth arrangements compromised
ballot secrecy and that the conduct of the election did
not meet constitutional requirements.

Thailand: Calls intensify to act on
referendum-backed constitutional reform

(Im) Nantana Nantavaropas, a Thai senator associated
with reform-oriented and civil society-linked political
networks, has urged the government of Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul to proceed with drafting a new
constitution in line with the referendum held in parallel
to the national election.

During a joint sitting of parliament — convened under
Section 162 of the constitution to present the cabinet's
policy statement — Senator Nantana argued that the
government had not adequately reflected
constitutional reform in its policy platform. She
pointed to the referendum outcome, in which around
21 million voters, or more than 60 percent, supported
drafting a new constitution, and said the government
was obligated to act on this mandate.

A separate intervention by an MP from the Pheu Thai
Party - the second-largest party in the ruling coalition -
emphasized that the referendum outcome should be
formally debated in parliament, given that it followed
an earlier parliamentary resolution authorizing the
cabinet to proceed. However, the presiding officer
ruled that the referendum result was being presented
for information only, rather than as a formal report
requiring parliamentary acknowledgment, and moved
the session forward to the main policy agenda.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Attorney-General orders
prosecution in online gambling and
money laundering case involving MP

(Im) Thailand's Attorney-General has ordered the
prosecution of Klatham Party MP Chonnaput Naksua
and two associates in separate cases linked to illegal
online gambling and money laundering, following
renewed investigations and review of earlier non-
prosecution decisions.

The cases originate from police investigations in
Songkhla province involving alleged online gambling
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operations. In the first case, prosecutors determined
that Chonnaput and an associate were connected to
assets derived from illegal gambling activities and had
transferred or converted those assets to conceal their
origin. The Attorney-General ordered both individuals
to be indicted under the Anti-Money Laundering Act,
noting that a money laundering charge does not
require a prior conviction for the underlying offense.
Authorities were also instructed to coordinate with the
Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) regarding seized
vehicles.

In the second case, Chonnaput and another associate
were charged with jointly operating and promoting
illegal online gambling under the Gambling Act. While
prosecutors initially declined to pursue the case, the
decision was challenged by police, leading to further
investigation and eventual indictment orders.
However, prosecutors dropped related charges under
the Computer Crime Act, citing insufficient evidence
that any data used in the operation was falsified or
manipulated.

Authorities have also been instructed to verify the
ownership of several seized firearms and submit
relevant findings as part of the prosecution process.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Democrat deputy leader resigns
to take trade role amid EU negotiations

(dqgl) Werapong Prapha has resigned as deputy leader
of the Democrat Party (DP) to assume a government-
appointed role as Thai Trade Representative, where he
will lead negotiations with the European Union.

Werapong framed his decision as a move to avoid
conflicts of interest, given the Democrats’ opposition
status and his new role working closely with the
government. He emphasized that his political
principles remain unchanged, portraying the transition
as functional rather than ideological.

The appointment follows consultations with senior
figures, including Deputy Prime Minister and

Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpan, and DP
leader and former Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva.

Abhisit clarified that the position constitutes a formal
political appointment with official standing and
remuneration, arguing that resignation from both
party leadership and membership would be
appropriate to preserve institutional clarity. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Government accelerates
flagship infrastructure push

(dqgl) Thailand is moving to fast-track large-scale
infrastructure investment as a central pillar of its
economic strategy, with the Transport Ministry
prioritizing flagship projects in special economic zones
to drive growth, connectivity and investor interest.

Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn
confirmed that the government will advance the long-
delayed Southern Economic Corridor “Land Bridge”
project, linking the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman
Sea, with revised investment of approximately THB 990
billion (USD 28.3 billion). Authorities aim to attract
private sector participation under a 50-year PPP
concession model, with an emphasis on experienced
port operators capable of ensuring cargo throughput.

In parallel, the government is seeking to reinvigorate
the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC), including
resolving implementation challenges in the high-speed
rail project linking Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi and U-
Tapao airports, without renegotiating existing
contracts. Instead, the focus will be on increasing
passenger demand through broader regional
development. Progress is also underway on the U-
Tapao Airport and Eastern Aviation City project, where
construction has formally commenced.

Beyond transport infrastructure, Bangkok is advancing
plans to develop a new “EECiti" smart city and a world-
class entertainment hub, including a potential theme
park project, as part of efforts to position the eastern
seaboard as a global investment and tourism
destination. [The Nation]

Meanwhile, a coalition of academics, environmental
groups, and civil society organizations has called on
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to delay approval
of the southern Land Bridge megaproject and disclose
all environmental and health impact assessments
(EHIA), citing serious concerns over transparency and
data reliability.

In an open letter, the groups criticized the
government's push to fast-track the Chumphon-
Ranong corridor— core route of the Land Bridge
project—and related legislation, arguing that key
studies underpinning the project are inconsistent and
insufficient. They pointed to conflicting assessments of
economic viability, limited environmental scope,
questionable data on biodiversity, and inadequate
evaluation of major risks such as oil spills and natural
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hazards. The coalition also raised concerns over weak
public participation, alleging that affected communities
were not meaningfully consulted.

The project—envisioning a 100-kilometre transport link
connecting ports on Thailand’s Andaman Sea and Gulf
coasts—aims to bypass the Malacca Strait and position
Thailand as a regional logistics hub. However, critics
argue that logistical inefficiencies and environmental
risks may outweigh its strategic benefits. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Government outlines tech-
driven strategy to anchor high-income
transition

(dqgl) Thailand's Ministry of Higher Education, Science,
Research and Innovation (MHESI) has unveiled an
expansive policy framework positioning science,
technology, and innovation as central pillars of the
country’s transition to a high-income economy, with a
strong emphasis on ecosystem-building and strategic
sector development.

Briefing executives from all agencies under the
ministry, Minister Yodchanan Wongsawat presented an
action plan focused first on creating a national
innovation ecosystem that links education, research,
and workforce development with global technological
trends. This includes upskilling labor, advancing
research in emerging technologies, and facilitating
targeted technology transfers and investment from
abroad, particularly in deep-tech fields. Institutional
reforms—such as a proposed front-end intellectual
property office—and decentralized innovation hubs
across provinces aim to strengthen research
commercialization and talent integration.

Subsequent strategies shift toward economic
transformation, notably positioning Thailand as a
global health and medical hub, with wellness industries
serving as a growth engine linked to advanced sectors
such as Al and semiconductors. The ministry also aims
to boost productivity across agriculture,
manufacturing, and services through technological
adoption.

Additional priorities include strengthening national
resilience through security technologies, advancing
digital governance and anti-corruption measures via
open data and integrated public services, and
upgrading universities into globally competitive
institutions with stronger industry linkages and talent
development pipelines. [The Nation]
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Thailand: Government turns to Russia to
secure fertilizer supply amid global
disruptions

(dqgl) Thailand is moving to stabilize its agricultural
sector by seeking large-scale fertilizer imports from
Russia, as global geopolitical tensions strain supply
chains and drive up input costs ahead of the next
planting cycle.

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Suriya
Juangroongruangkit announced plans to import up to
two million tons of chemical fertilizer following internal
consultations, framing the move as a necessary
response to tightening global availability linked in part
to Middle East instability and precautionary stockpiling.
The minister is expected to travel to Russia to
negotiate supply agreements directly.

The initiative is paired with broader emergency
measures, including the creation of a ministerial “war
room” to coordinate responses to mounting pressures
on farmers. These pressures extend beyond fertilizer
shortages to encompass climate-related risks, shifting
trade rules, and macroeconomic volatility.

Authorities are also promoting a partial shift toward
organic fertilizer use (targeting a 70:30 mix), while
accelerating imports of key agricultural inputs and
improving distribution and market access.

In parallel, the government reaffirmed its politically
significant pledge to suspend farmers' debt
repayments for three years, though implementation
details remain under inter-agency review. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Calls to abolish MP pensions and
reduce parliamentary perks gain traction

(Im) Against the broader backdrop of increasingly
visible economic fallout from the Middle East war,
debate over political benefits in Thailand has
intensified, with calls to abolish lifetime pensions for
lawmakers and reduce parliamentary perks.

Chris Potranandana, a list MP from the Economy Party,
a minor party with limited parliamentary
representation, called for the abolition of the MP
pension scheme, under which former lawmakers can
receive around THB 24,000 (USD 696) per month for
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life, even after serving only a short period. He stated
that total payouts can reach approximately THB 4-10
million (USD 116,000-290,000) per person and that the
system costs the state more than THB 400 million (USD
11.6 million) annually. He also said that he and the
party’s MPs would not claim such pensions and called
for disclosure of current recipients. [Bangkok Post 1]

Separately, Warong Dechgitvigrom, leader of the Thai
Pakdee Party, a small royalist and pro-establishment
party, proposed reductions in MPs" meal allowances
and the number of parliamentary assistants, measures
that were subsequently approved by parliament.

The issue has also involved the People’s Party, the
main reform-oriented opposition party, which has
sought to broaden the debate after these measures
were introduced. A party MP called for greater
transparency in compensation across state
institutions, urging disclosure of salaries, allowances
and benefits of executives in independent bodies,
including the National Anti-Corruption Commission,
the Ombudsman’s Office, and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Survey shows low income
among elderly, but majority report no
depression

(Im) A survey by the National Institute of Development
Administration indicates that most elderly people in
Thailand have limited or no income, while a large
majority do not report symptoms of depression.

The survey, conducted between March 30 and April 2
among 1,310 respondents aged 60 and above, found
that 76.64 percent of respondents showed no signs of
depression, while 16.87 percent had mild symptoms
and smaller shares reported moderate to very severe
conditions.

At the same time, the data points to significant
financial vulnerability. Around 33.51 percent reported
having no income, while a further share earned below
THB 10,000 (USD 290) per month, indicating that a
majority of respondents live on limited financial
resources. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Emergency rule reimposed in
Narathiwat
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(dqgl) Thailand is reinstating emergency rule in parts of
its southern border region, as the government
responds to renewed militant activity in Narathiwat
province, which together with Pattani Province and
Yala Province Thailand's “deep south” insurgency zone.

Following a Cabinet decision, authorities will lift
Internal Security Act measures in Narathiwat's Su-ngai
Kolok district but simultaneously impose a “severe
emergency” decree for three months (April 20-July 19),
reflecting a recalibration rather than relaxation of
security controls, underscoring persistent security
challenges despite earlier de-escalation efforts.

Security assessments indicate that Su-ngai Kolok
continues to function as a logistical hub for insurgent
groups, including use as a safe haven and bomb-
making site. Ongoing incidents—such as armed
robberies and weapons trafficking—have raised
concerns over public safety and economic disruption.
Authorities further assess that militant networks
remain operational with external support and are
potentially escalating activities to gain leverage in
future peace negotiations.

Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, in his capacity as Director of the Internal
Security Operations Command (ISOC), is set to visit the
area to oversee the situation this week. [The Nation]

Thailand: Military expands shelters and
security measures along Cambodia border

(Im) The Royal Thai Army is increasing security
measures along the Thai-Cambodian border, including
the construction of 182 civilian shelters aimed at
protecting residents and personnel following a recent
easing of tensions. As of early April, 117 shelters had
been completed, with construction ongoing at 65 sites,
bringing overall progress to over 80 percent. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Navy launches frigate
procurement

(Im) The Royal Thai Navy has formally initiated its new
frigate procurement program, inviting 11 international
shipbuilders from Europe and Asia to submit proposals
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by April 21, marking a key step in efforts to upgrade
maritime defense capabilities.

A core feature of the procurement is an industrial
policy requirement: bidders must ensure that at least
20 percent of the vessel is constructed domestically,
alongside broader economic offset commitments.
These offsets are intended to support Thailand's
defense industry by promoting domestic shipbuilding
capacity, job creation, income generation, and
technology transfer. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Fire hotspots surge to over
5,000, concentrated in northern regions

(Im) Thailand has recorded 5,277 fire hotspots, with
the majority located in the North and Northeast,
according to satellite data, marking a peak in the
current fire season.

Of the total hotspots, 3,117 were detected in
conservation forests, followed by 1,310 in national
reserved forests. Smaller numbers were recorded in
agricultural land (392), communities and other areas
(227), land reform zones known as Sor Por Kor areas —
government-designated agricultural land allocated to
farmers — (203), and along highways (28).

In response to the fires and associated air pollution,
authorities declared disaster zones on April 4 in parts
of Chiang Mai, Lamphun, and Phayao — northern
provinces bordering mountainous and forested areas
—, allowing local administrations to access emergency
funding for fire control and mitigation.

Regionally, the situation is more severe in Laos, where
hotspot levels exceeded 9,300, the highest in
Southeast Asia, while Myanmar, Vietnam, Cambodia,
and Malaysia reported significantly lower figures.
[Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: High-grade copper and gold
discovery signals mining potential

(ms) Initial exploration results in Timor-Leste have
revealed high-grade copper and gold deposits in the
eastern regions of Baucau and Ossu, pointing to
significant untapped mineral potential in the country.

Australia-listed Tivan Limited announced that early
laboratory analysis of surface samples collected from
the sites showed copper concentrations of up to 17.4%
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and gold grades reaching 38.1 grams per tonne,
alongside cobalt levels of up to 0.45%. These findings
are based on a limited set of 12 rock samples but are
consistent with historical exploration data from
previous operators.

The results suggest the presence of polymetallic
mineralisation systems, which are often associated
with commercially viable mining deposits. Historical
records from the same areas reported similarly high
grades, reinforcing the geological potential of the
region.

Located about 123 kilometres east of the capital Dili,
the sites remain largely underexplored despite being
situated in a geologically favourable zone known for

copper and gold deposits.

Tivan, which acquired the exploration licences in
February 2026, is now preparing further fieldwork,
including expanded sampling, geological mapping and
geophysical surveys to define drilling targets.

The company is also working with Timor-Leste’s state-
owned mining firm Murak Rai Timor and the national
minerals authority to establish joint ventures and
engage local communities as required under the
country’s mining regulations.

If confirmed through drilling, the discovery could mark
a significant step toward developing a domestic mining
sector in Timor-Leste, a country still heavily reliant on
oil and gas revenues. [Small Caps]

Vietham: New prime minister outlines
reform agenda and growth vision for
2026-2031

(hn) After taking office on April 7, Prime Minister Le
Minh Hung outlined a vision for a new development
phase, emphasizing that the 2026-31 period presents
a historic opportunity for breakthrough growth,
deeper global integration, and improved living
standards. He reaffirmed commitment to the Party's
direction and stressed unity under its leadership.

He identified five key priorities: building a modern,
people-centred government; achieving high and
sustainable economic growth; ensuring effective
governance; fostering coordination across institutions;
and promoting integrity, discipline, and accountability.
A major focus will be on institutional reform, including
simplifying regulations, cutting administrative
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procedures, and removing bottlenecks to unlock
resources and improve efficiency.

The government aims for over 10 percent annual GDP
growth, driven by science, technology, innovation, and
digital transformation, alongside infrastructure
development, green transition, and climate resilience.
While the state sector will remain important, the
private sector is expected to become the main growth
engine.

Investment in education, healthcare, and social welfare
will be prioritized to develop human capital and ensure
inclusive growth. At the same time, the government
will strengthen national defense, maintain an
independent foreign policy, and enhance international
standing.

Hung also stressed the importance of a clean and
effective administration, pledging stronger anti-
corruption efforts, greater accountability, and
proactive governance, while encouraging innovation
and responsibility among officials to better serve
citizens and businesses. [Thestar] [Vietnamplus]

Vietnam: Party Reshuffle sees Nguyen
Duy Ngoc take central role as Tran Duc
Thang becomes Hanoi Party Chief

(hn) Nguyén Duy Ngoc has been appointed Head of the
Party Central Committee’s Organization Commission
following a decision by the Politburo on April 8, after
serving more than four months as Hanoi Party
Secretary. He will also take on several key roles,
including member of the Secretariat, head of the
Central Internal Political Protection Subcommittee, and
deputy head of major central steering committees on
anti-corruption and on science, technology, innovation,
and digital transformation. As part of the reshuffle, he
stepped down from his positions in Hanoi's Party
leadership.

Ngoc, born in 1964, has a long career in the public
security sector, previously serving as Deputy Minister
of Public Security and holding senior investigative and
anti-corruption roles. He later held key Party positions,
including Chief of the Party Central Office and head of
the Central Inspection Commission, before being
appointed Hanoi Party Secretary in 2025.

His new role places him in charge of advising the Party
on organizational structure, personnel, and internal
political affairs, a critical function within the political
system. [Dantril, in Viethamese]
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Instead, Tran Buric Thang has been appointed Hanoi
Party Secretary for the 2025-2030 term following a
decision by the Politburo on the same day. He replaces
Nguyén Duy Ngoc, who was recently reassigned to
head the Party Central Committee’s Organization
Commission.

As part of the appointment, Thang stepped down from
his role in the Government Party Committee and was
assigned to join Hanoi's Party leadership, taking on its
top position.

Born in 1973 and holding a PhD in economics, Thang
has held various senior roles in public finance,
inspection, and Party oversight bodies. He previously
served as Hai Duong Party Secretary and later as
Minister of Agriculture and Environment before this
appointment. [Thanhnien, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Fuel tax cuts to zero aim to
stabilize energy prices amid global
volatility

(hn) On April 12, the National Assembly approved a
resolution to cut fuel-related taxes to zero in order to
stabilise domestic energy prices amid global volatility.
The measure includes reducing the environmental
protection tax on major fuels to zero, removing VAT at
the sale and import stages (while retaining input VAT
deductions), and cutting the special consumption tax
on petrol to 0 percent. The policy will be in effect from
April 16 to June 30, 2026.

The Government has been authorised to adjust or
extend the measures depending on global market
developments, with any changes to be reported to the
National Assembly. During this period, the resolution
will override conflicting tax regulations, and businesses
will not be required to declare or pay VAT on the
specified fuels.

The decision comes as global oil prices have seen
sharp fluctuations, recently recording their steepest
weekly decline since 2022, with both WTI and Brent
crude dropping by around 13-14 percent. Despite this
decline, geopolitical tensions—particularly in the
Middle East—continue to create uncertainty and price
instability.

Domestically, fuel prices have also fallen significantly,
with diesel dropping by about VND 12,000
(approximately USD 0.48) per litre in one week,
alongside notable declines in petrol prices.
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Lawmakers broadly supported the policy as a
necessary step to ease cost pressures on businesses
and households, while emphasising the importance of
maintaining stable supply, improving price
management transparency, and remaining flexible in
response to evolving global conditions.
[Vietnamnews1] [Thesaigontimes] [Reuters]

Vietnam: Plans comprehensive
constitutional reform to modernize legal
system and drive future growth

(hn) The Politburo of Vietnam has called for a
comprehensive review and potential revision of the
2013 Constitution of Vietnam to meet the country's
evolving development needs and modernize its legal
framework.

The goal is to build a democratic, transparent, and
effective legal system by 2030, and a high-quality,
modern one aligned with international standards by
2045. The reforms aim to support rapid and
sustainable economic growth, innovation, and digital
transformation, while removing legal bottlenecks and
creating frameworks for emerging sectors such as the
digital economy, artificial intelligence, and green
energy. At the same time, the government seeks to
shift its approach from control to service, reduce
bureaucracy, and eliminate “ask-give” mechanisms.

Broader priorities include strengthening education,
culture, environmental protection, climate adaptation,
national defense, and international integration,
reflecting a long-term strategy to enhance Vietnam's
legal and institutional system for future development.
[Vnexpress, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Fuel tax cuts proposed to
stabilize prices and support economic
growth

(hn) The National Assembly of Vietnam Standing
Committee met on April 9 to review a draft resolution
aimed at stabilizing fuel prices and supporting the
economy by reducing taxes on petrol, oil, and aviation
fuel.

According to Ngb Van Tuan, rising tensions in the
Middle East have caused sharp fluctuations in global
energy prices, pushing up domestic fuel costs and
affecting businesses and households. While a
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temporary tax cut from March 26 to April 15, 2026
helped ease pressure, the Government now proposes
a longer-term framework, including reducing
environmental protection tax to zero, exempting fuel
from VAT (while retaining input VAT credit), and cutting
excise tax on petrol to O percent.

The National Assembly Committee for Economic and
Financial Affairs supports the proposal but emphasizes
the need for flexible and timely policy responses, with
its chairman Phan Van Mai also calling for improved
price management, transparency, stable supply, and
stricter action against hoarding. Most members agreed
to implement the policy from April 16 to June 30, 2026,
with flexibility for extension if global conditions remain
volatile.

Tran Thanh Man stressed ensuring supply stability and
preventing market disruption, while Nguyén Thj Hong
confirmed strong backing for the resolution to support
businesses, households, and overall macroeconomic
stability. [Viethamnews] [Reuters]

Vietnam: Banks cut deposit rates to
support lending and economic growth

(hn) Nearly 20 commercial banks cut deposit rates on
April 10-11 in line with commitments made to the
State Bank of Vietnam to help reduce borrowing costs
and support businesses facing financing challenges.
This coordinated move is part of a broader effort to
ease credit conditions and stimulate economic activity.

Major banks led the adjustments. Agribank announced
a 0.5 percentage point cut for deposits with terms of
24 months and longer, effective April 13, which is
expected to enable corresponding reductions in
lending rates due to its pricing structure. Vietcombank
also reduced its 24-month deposit rate by 0.5
percentage points, bringing its highest rate down to 6
percent. Similarly, Eximbank lowered long-term
deposit rates by 0.5 percentage points, while LPBank
implemented cuts ranging from 0.4 to 1 percentage
point across deposit terms from 6 to 60 months.

Other banks, including SHB, TPBank, VPBank,
KienlongBank, ABBank, and SeABank, also joined the
trend, reducing rates by between 0.1 and 0.5
percentage points. Overall, the widespread cuts reflect
strong alignment across the banking sector following a
meeting on April 9 with the State Bank Governor,
where 46 commercial banks agreed to lower both
deposit and lending rates.
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The policy aims to ease financial pressure on
businesses and support economic recovery,
particularly as firms continue to face tight credit
conditions. However, experts emphasize that interest
rate reductions alone may not be sufficient. They
suggest that targeted measures—such as concessional
refinancing, credit guarantees, and prioritized lending
for key sectors like manufacturing, exports, small and
medium-sized enterprises, and infrastructure are
necessary to maximize the impact.

At the same time, policymakers face the challenge of
balancing growth support with macroeconomic
stability, especially as policy space becomes more
limited. [Viethamnews]

Vietham: Samsung eyes Vietham
expansion to boost chip packaging and ai
supply chain

(hn) Samsung Electronics is considering a new
investment in chip testing and packaging facilities in
Vietnam, as part of its strategy to expand its
semiconductor footprint and diversify supply chains.
Vietnamese authorities are working closely with
Samsung on the project and preparing a
memorandum of understanding for a potential
manufacturing initiative.

Vietnam is actively attracting semiconductor
investment through strong incentives, including tax
holidays, reduced corporate income tax, and
exemptions on land use fees. The country aims to
build at least 10 chip packaging and testing plants and
grow its semiconductor industry to over USD 25 billion
annually by 2030.

The potential investment also comes amid rising global
demand for Al chips and ongoing capacity shortages,
particularly in advanced packaging dominated by
Taiwan. By expanding in Vietnam, Samsung seeks to
reduce reliance on existing supply hubs, lower costs,
and strengthen its position in the growing Al
semiconductor market. [Asiabusinessoutlook]
[Reuters]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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US intelligence reports potential Chinese
weapons shipment to Iran

(ms) US intelligence indicates that China is preparing to
deliver air defense systems to Iran in the coming
weeks, raising concerns about a potential escalation
following a fragile ceasefire in the recent US-Iran
conflict.

According to officials familiar with intelligence
assessments, the shipments may include shoulder-
fired anti-air missile systems, known as MANPADS,
which could pose a threat to low-flying aircraft. The
reports also suggest China may route the deliveries
through third countries to conceal their origin.

US President Donald Trump warned that China would
face consequences if such transfers proceed, while
Beijing denied the allegations, stating it has not
provided weapons to any party involved in the conflict.

The reported development comes shortly after China
positioned itself as a diplomatic actor in the conflict,
having supported ceasefire efforts. At the same time,
Iran remains a key partner for Beijing, particularly as a
major supplier of oil under sanctions.

China’s approach reflects a broader strategy of
maintaining ties with Iran while avoiding direct
confrontation with the United States. Analysts note
that providing defensive systems could be framed as
distinct from offensive military support, allowing
Beijing to maintain a degree of plausible deniability.

Iran has long-standing military and economic ties with
both China and Russia. In recent years, Chinese firms
have continued supplying dual-use technologies that
support Iran’s defense capabilities, even as formal
government involvement remained limited. [CNN]
[Reuters]
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China’s island construction in South China
Sea accelerates as scrutiny grows

(ms) China has significantly expanded land reclamation
activities at Antelope Reef in the disputed South China
Sea, marking a renewed phase of island-building that is
drawing increasing regional and international
attention.

Satellite imagery shows rapid construction since late
2025, with dredging operations creating several square
kilometers of new land. The site, located in the Paracel
Islands about 400 kilometers off Vietnam's coast, is
claimed by multiple parties but has been under
Chinese control since 1974.

The buildup includes port facilities, infrastructure, and
space that could support a large airstrip, suggesting
potential future military use alongside civilian
functions. Similar projects in the Spratly Islands
between 2013 and 2015 enabled China to establish a
network of outposts that strengthened surveillance
and operational reach in the region.

The current construction appears to follow a
comparable pattern. Reports indicate the use of
dredging vessels operating with tracking systems
disabled, limiting transparency around the scale and
pace of development.

At the same time, China has imposed a 40-day airspace
reservation over a large area extending from the
Yellow Sea to the East China Sea, requiring aircraft to
coordinate with Chinese authorities. While no official
explanation has been provided, the duration and
scope of the measure are unusual.

The simultaneity of expanded airspace control and
intensified construction activity suggests a coordinated
effort to strengthen China’s presence across both
maritime and aerial domains. The developments come
amid ongoing territorial disputes and follow previous
legal challenges under international maritime law,
which China has rejected. [Forbes] [Indonesia Business
Post]

Belarus-Russia-North Korea: Emerging
trilateral cooperation framework

(dqgl) Belarusian President Aleksandr Lukashenko and
Russian President Vladimir Putin have discussed
advancing cooperation with North Korea in a trilateral
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format, signaling a potential institutionalization of ties
among the three countries.

According to Belarusian state media, the leaders
explored concrete projects following Lukashenko's
late-March visit to Pyongyang, where he and Kim Jong
Un agreed to elevate bilateral relations and signed a
friendship treaty alongside multiple sectoral
agreements. [Government, Belarus]

While details on specific projects remain limited, the
discussions suggest an effort to align economic,
political, and potentially technical cooperation across
the three states, building on Russia-North Korea
defense and strategic ties and Belarus's closer
alignment with Moscow.

South Korea emerges as alternative arms
supplier to Gulf states amid interceptor
shortages

(dgl) South Korea is gaining traction as an alternative
defense supplier for Gulf states facing acute shortages
of air defense interceptors following large-scale Iranian
missile and drone attacks, reflecting a broader shift
away from reliance on U.S. systems.

According to reporting, countries including Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar have
rapidly depleted interceptor stockpiles in recent weeks
while countering sustained barrages, exposing
structural limits in existing air defense architectures—
particularly against Iran’s use of low-cost, mass-
produced drones. The imbalance between relatively
scarce interceptors and abundant aerial threats has
intensified demand for more scalable and cost-
effective solutions.

In response, Gulf states are diversifying procurement
strategies, with South Korea's Cheongung-Il medium-
range air defense system drawing particular interest
due to its shorter delivery timelines and competitive
cost profile. Reports indicate that Saudi Arabia is
exploring accelerated deliveries, while the UAE has
sought additional interceptor supplies. [The Korea
Herald] [UPI]

India calls for resilient Indian Ocean
cooperation
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(dql) India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has
urged Indian Ocean nations to strengthen cooperation
and resilience in response to a more turbulent and
fragmented global order, highlighting the region’s
growing strategic and economic importance.

Speaking at the Indian Ocean Conference—an annual
high-level forum that brings together political leaders,
diplomats, policymakers, and experts from countries
bordering or connected to the Indian Ocean to discuss
regional cooperation and strategic issues—in
Mauritius, Jaishankar described the Indian Ocean as a
critical ecosystem underpinning trade, connectivity,
resources, and cultural exchange, warning that
disruptions—particularly to maritime routes—carry
wide-ranging global consequences. He emphasized the
need to preserve stability in the maritime domain
while advancing deeper regional integration. [Ministry
of External Affairs, India]

He outlined five key priorities for the region. First,
safeguarding the ocean as a shared economic and
ecological system. Second, overcoming historical
fragmentation by enhancing connectivity, economic
linkages, and regional cooperation. Third, adapting to a
more competitive and fractured global environment,
where the benefits of globalization are increasingly
offset by the weaponization of interdependence,
prompting countries to seek trusted partnerships.
Fourth, addressing the growing challenge of “choke
points,” not only in maritime geography but also across
finance, technology, and supply chains. Fifth,
strengthening collective resilience among Indian Ocean
nations to manage shared pressures, including food,
fuel, and fertilizer insecurity, disaster response, and
the spillover effects of conflicts.

Jaishankar also pointed to the broader geopolitical
context, including tensions in the Middle East, warning
of their cascading impact on energy markets, trade
flows, and food security, while calling for the
protection of civilians and uninterrupted maritime
navigation. [The Economic Times]

Jaishankar’s statements reflect India’s efforts to
position itself as a leading convenor and stabilizing
actor in the Indian Ocean, framing the region as a core
arena of Global South cooperation amid weakening
multilateralism. Observers caution that these efforts
come as New Delhi has faced increasing diplomatic
constraints in its immediate neighborhood—marked
by strained ties with countries such as the Maldives
and Sri Lanka, and limited traction in South Asia—
prompting a recalibration toward broader Indian
Ocean engagement.
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At the same time, the initiative reflects India’s effort to
counterbalance China's expanding footprint in the
Indian Ocean, particularly through infrastructure
investments and strategic port access under the Belt
and Road framework. By strengthening ties with
smaller littoral states and island nations, India aims to
rebuild trust and regain strategic space in a region
critical to global trade and energy flows. [Eurasia
Review]

Deepening ties with Mauritius

Bilaterally, Jaishankar renewed efforts to deepen ties
with Mauritius and recalibrate one of India’s most
enduring partnerships within its broader Indian Ocean
and Global South strategy, with the operationalization
of a previously announced USD 680 million economic
support package agreed during Mauritian Prime
Minister Navin Ramgoolam’s 2025 visit to India. The
package was formally activated through an exchange
of letters, translating earlier political commitments into
implementation. [WION]

Engagements with Ramgoolam reaffirmed Mauritius as
a “special and privileged partner,” signaling continuity
in political trust while consolidating ties following
Ramgoolam'’s return to office.

Development cooperation remains a core pillar, with
India shifting from project-based assistance toward a
more integrated, demand-driven model focused on
institutional capacity, digital cooperation, and long-
term human resource development. Ongoing
cooperation in maritime domain awareness, coastal
surveillance, and infrastructure development reflects
shared interests in securing key sea lanes amid
intensifying regional competition.

Economic engagement is expanding beyond Mauritius'
traditional role as a financial gateway toward new
areas such as digital economy, renewable energy, and
connectivity, aligning with India’s efforts to diversify
supply chains and strengthen Global South
partnerships. Strong diaspora ties continue to
underpin the relationship.

India also reiterated support for Mauritius’ sovereignty
claims, including the Chagos issue, the long-running
sovereignty conflict over a group of islands in the
central Indian Ocean—most importantly Diego Garcia
—between Mauritius and the United Kingdom, with
major strategic involvement from the United States.
[Firstpost]

While the United Kingdom has moved toward
transferring sovereignty of the Chagos islands to
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Mauritius, with provisions to preserve the US-UK
military base on Diego Garcia, the Maldives has
emerged as a new claimant. Under President
Mohamed Muizzu, Malé has reversed earlier
recognition of Mauritian sovereignty, citing historical
governance links and geographic proximity, and has
escalated the issue by asserting administrative rights
and conducting operations in disputed waters.
Mauritius has responded by suspending diplomatic
ties.

This shift marks a departure from the Maldives' earlier
alignment under former president Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih, who had backed Mauritius and accepted
maritime boundary delimitation under the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. Muizzu's
position reflects domestic political pressures and a
more assertive foreign policy posture.

For India, the dispute introduces a strategic dilemma.
New Delhi has traditionally supported Mauritius on
decolonization grounds, but the Maldives is also a
critical partner in its regional security architecture.
India has expanded defense cooperation with both
states through initiatives such as the Colombo Security
Conclave and the Information Fusion Centre - Indian
Ocean Region, while seeking to maintain primacy in
what it views as its maritime sphere of influence. The
dispute now risks undermining this architecture and
complicating India's efforts to act as a stabilizing force.
[The Interpreter]

Nepal recalibrates diplomatic
engagement amid parallel outreach from
China and structured talks with India

(Im) On April 8, Nepal's new Prime Minister Balendra
Shah held a joint meeting with 17 Kathmandu-based
ambassadors, departing from the established practice
of individual courtesy meetings with foreign envoys
following his appointment in late March. Around 20
ambassadors had been invited, with additional envoys
expected to attend a follow-up session. The format
signals a more centralized and coordinated approach
to diplomatic engagement at the outset of the new
government’s term. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

The move reflects the ruling Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP)'s stated foreign policy line of “balanced and
independent” engagement under a framework of non-
alignment and “development diplomacy,” which
emphasizes continuity in core principles while
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prioritizing outcome-driven and project-based
cooperation with external partners.

Against this backdrop Nepal's minister of foreign
affairs, Shisir Khanal, met China's ambassador to
Kathmandu, who raised questions regarding the new
government’s foreign policy orientation, the status of
past agreements, and ongoing cooperation
frameworks. Khanal stated that Nepal's position
toward Beijing would remain unchanged, reaffirming
adherence to established foreign policy principles,
including the one-China policy and the commitment
not to allow Nepali territory to be used against other
states.

The exchange follows earlier outreach by delegations
from the Communist Party of China after the RSP’s
election victory, which sought clarification on the new
government's policy direction and the continuity of
existing agreements. During the April 8 meeting, both
sides discussed the implementation of past accords,
cooperation in trade, investment, and connectivity, and
the possible resumption of the Bilateral Consultative
Mechanism. The Chinese side also raised cooperation
under the Belt and Road Initiative and extended an
invitation for a ministerial visit. [The Kathmandu Post
3]

At the same time, engagement with India is being
structured along a more sequenced and outcome-
oriented track. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has invited Prime Minister Shah to visit India, but both
sides are working to define concrete deliverables
before confirming the visit. Foreign Minister Khanal
and Indian External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar agreed to prioritize projects and activate
bilateral mechanisms before holding high-level
meetings, with a preparatory visit by India’s foreign
secretary expected once Nepal finalizes its internal
agenda. [The Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post
5]

No immediate follow-up US-Iran talks as
Pakistan continues quiet mediation

(dqgl) Pakistani officials have ruled out any imminent
new round of United States-Iran negotiations in
Islamabad, despite ongoing indirect message
exchanges via Pakistan following last weekend's high-
level talks.

Defense Minister Khawaja Asif has indicated that US-
Iran negotiations could resume, arguing that the
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absence of negative fallout leaves room for renewed
diplomatic efforts.

However, prospects for progress remain uncertain
amid escalating tensions. US President Donald Trump
signaled indifference to Iran’s return to talks and
Washington began a naval blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz. [The Guardian]

The initial meeting—Dbringing together US Vice
President JD Vance and senior Iranian figures including
Parliamentary Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf and
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi—marked the highest-
level contact since the 1979 Iranian Revolution, but
ended without breakthrough after more than 20 hours
of discussions.

No date or venue has been confirmed for follow-up
talks, and the absence of visible security and logistical
preparations suggests negotiations are not
immediately forthcoming.

Core disagreements remain entrenched, particularly
over Iran’s nuclear program, sanctions relief, and
control of the Strait of Hormuz, alongside disputes
over the scope of the current ceasefire. Washington
continues to push for stricter nuclear constraints, while
Tehran maintains its right to enrichment and demands
broader sanctions relief. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

At the same time, Pakistan has intensified diplomatic
outreach ahead of the April 22 expiry of the fragile US-
Iran ceasefire, with Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar and EU
foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas emphasizing the need
for continued dialogue to avert renewed escalation.

Parallel discussions with Canada reinforced
international support for Pakistan's mediation efforts
and the importance of sustaining the ceasefire.
[Anadolu Ajansi]

Pakistan launches Iran transit corridor to
Central Asia

(dql) Pakistan has operationalized a new transit
corridor through Iran, dispatching its first export
shipment—frozen beef—from Karachi to Uzbekistan
via the Gabd-Rimdan border crossing, marking a
concrete step toward diversifying overland trade
routes to Central Asia. [Tasnim News Agency]

The initiative comes as Islamabad faces recurring
disruptions along traditional Afghan transit corridors,
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exacerbated by recent border closures and clashes
that have constrained trade flows.

The new route is designed to link Pakistani ports,
particularly Karachi and Gwadar, more directly with
Iran and onward to Central Asian markets, while
ongoing measures to expand transshipment capacity
and enable international road transport—supported
by the International Road Transport Union (IRU)—aim
to strengthen Pakistan’s role as a regional logistics hub.

The corridor reflects Pakistan’s effort to reduce
dependence on Afghanistan, mitigate geopolitical risk,
and enhance regional connectivity amid broader
economic stabilization efforts under an IMF program. If
sustained, the Iran route could boost port activity,
improve export resilience, and deepen Pakistan’s
integration into transregional trade networks spanning
the Gulf, Central Asia, and beyond, while also
incrementally strengthening economic linkages with
Tehran. [Arab News]

The move comes as Pakistan’'s Karachi port received on
April 12 its first container ship transiting the Strait of
Hormuz since the outbreak of the Iran war in late
February, signaling a tentative normalization of
maritime trade routes following weeks of disruption.
[Profit]

Malaysia endorses Gaza-bound flotilla as
national mission

(bo) Malaysia has formally designated the Global
Sumud Flotilla (GSF) 2.0 as a national mission—the first
country to do so—signaling unified political backing
across parliament for international efforts to challenge
Israel's blockade of Gaza and address the worsening
humanitarian crisis.

The initiative, involving over 80 vessels and around
1,000 participants, represents a coordinated
transnational campaign to deliver aid and amplify
pressure on the Gaza situation.

The government has also committed to monitoring the
flotilla’s progress and ensuring the safety of Malaysian
participants. [Bernama 1] [Bernama 2]

The Global Sumud Flotilla (GSF) is part of a broader
tradition of international “freedom flotillas"—civilian
maritime initiatives aimed at delivering humanitarian
aid to Gaza and challenging Israel’s naval blockade.
These efforts, involving activists, NGOs, and
international participants, have periodically drawn
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global attention and controversy, particularly due to
past interceptions by Israeli forces.

ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human
Rights call for action to address Rohingya
refugee crisis

(su) ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR)
on April 9 urged ASEAN and the international
community to take action to address worsening
conditions for Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. The
group warned that declining funding for the World
Food Programme could lead to severe food shortages
affecting more than one million refugees by November
2026.

APHR highlighted reductions in food assistance levels
under current funding constraints, with some refugees
receiving reduced monthly support. It also noted
increasing protection risks in refugee camps, including
trafficking, child labor, and security concerns,
alongside limited access to education and services. The
group stated that conditions for safe and voluntary
return to Myanmar remain unmet due to ongoing
conflict and instability.

The organization called for the establishment of a
regional humanitarian fund, increased international
aid, and strengthened protection mechanisms in
refugee camps. It also urged cooperation with
international actors, including the United Nations, and
called on Bangladesh to expand livelihood
opportunities and maintain access to essential services
for displaced populations [Mizzima]

Philippines: Military exercises expand as
South China Sea tensions rise

(ms) Military activity in the South China Sea has
intensified as the Philippines and its partners increase
joint exercises while tensions with China continue over
disputed maritime areas. From April 9 to 12, the
Philippines conducted joint drills with the United States
and Australia, involving naval, air, and surveillance
operations aimed at strengthening interoperability and
maritime security capabilities .

These exercises precede the annual “Balikatan” drills,
scheduled from April 20 to May 8, which are expected
to involve more than 17,000 personnel from several
countries, including Japan, Canada, France, and New
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Zealand. The exercises will cover land, sea, air, and
cyber domains and reflect broader efforts by
participating countries to enhance preparedness in a
complex regional security environment .

The increase in military activity coincides with a series
of reported incidents between Chinese and Philippine
forces in contested areas of the South China Sea.
Philippine authorities recently stated that laboratory
analysis of materials recovered near the Second
Thomas Shoal in 2025 detected cyanide, which they
said could pose risks to a military outpost and
surrounding marine environment. Chinese authorities
have previously rejected similar allegations and
maintain that their activities in the area are lawful.

In a separate incident earlier in April, the Philippines
reported that Chinese forces fired flares near a coast
guard aircraft conducting patrol operations over
disputed reefs. China has consistently asserted
sovereignty over the areas and has used radio
warnings and other measures to challenge foreign
vessels and aircraft operating there.

The South China Sea remains a focal point of
overlapping territorial claims involving China, the
Philippines, and other regional actors. It is a major
global shipping route and is believed to contain
significant natural resources. While a 2016
international arbitration ruling rejected aspects of
China’s claims, Beijing does not recognize the decision.
[Bloomberg 1] [Bloomberg 2] [Bloomberg 3] [Reuters]

China signals expanded cooperation with
Bangladesh on water resource
management

(Im) China has expressed readiness to deepen
cooperation with Bangladesh in the water sector, with
both sides identifying water resource management as
a key area of bilateral engagement.

On April 7, the Chinese ambassador to Bangladesh met
with the water resources minister and state minister to
discuss expanding collaboration. The talks focused on
areas including hydrological information sharing, flood
forecasting, and water conservancy projects.

China also signaled support for capacity building and
technical cooperation, while Bangladesh emphasized
the importance of the sector given its exposure to
flooding and broader water management challenges.
[Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh seeks to reset ties with India
as relations shift after post-Hasina
tensions

(Im) Relations between Bangladesh and India are
seemingly entering a new phase of engagement
following a period of strain after the ouster of former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in August 2024.

During Hasina's tenure, bilateral relations were widely
characterized by close political alignment and
extensive cooperation, particularly in security and
connectivity. This was followed by a more strained
phase after her removal and relocation to India in
August 2024, which triggered tensions over her
continued presence in India — including political
sensitivities around statements attributed to her — as
well as broader friction affecting visas, trade, and
bilateral trust.

Against this backdrop, the current government - under
the leadership of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) - has signaled a shift. On April 6, the Foreign
Affairs Adviser stated that Dhaka seeks to open a “new
chapter” in relations, indicating a departure from the
previous model of engagement. Discussions with the
Indian side have focused on practical cooperation,
particularly in the energy sector, including diesel
imports via cross-border pipelines, as well as
unresolved issues such as border-related incidents.

This repositioning was followed by Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman'’s visit to New Delhi on April 8, where
he met his Indian counterpart. The talks covered
bilateral relations alongside regional and global
developments, with both sides agreeing to maintain
close communication. The visit marks the first high-
level engagement with India under the current
government. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh envoy underscores labor link
to Maldives as foundation of bilateral
relations

(Im) The Bangladeshi High Commission in the Maldives
highlighted migrant labor as the central pillar of
bilateral relations, with the envoy emphasizing the role
of Bangladeshi workers in sustaining economic
interdependence during an Independence Day
reception in Male'.
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Speaking at the event, attended by senior Maldivian
officials including the foreign minister, the envoy noted
that the Bangladeshi expatriate community—one of
the largest foreign labor groups in the Maldives, active
in construction, services, and fisheries—is critical to
the functioning of the Maldivian economy, while
reaffirming the mission’s commitment to consular
protection.

The remarks follow recent high-level engagement,
including a visit by Maldivian leadership to Bangladesh
and meetings with the new government, and were
accompanied by calls to expand cooperation in trade,
education, and healthcare. [The Sun]

Brunei, Singapore strengthen energy and
supply chain cooperation

(dqgl) Brunei and Singapore have agreed to deepen
cooperation in energy and reinforce supply chain
resilience, as both countries respond to rising global
uncertainty linked to the Middle East conflict.

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong confirmed the
understanding following a call with Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah, highlighting a shared commitment to
maintaining open trade flows and safeguarding critical
supply lines.

The discussion builds on an already close bilateral
relationship, underscored by coordination during the
COVID-19 pandemic to secure access to essential
medical supplies and vaccines. Both sides signaled
continued practical follow-up at the working level, with
further high-level engagement expected. [The Straits
Times]

Australian prime minister visits Brunei

(dql) Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese is
visiting Brunei this week to deepen bilateral
cooperation in energy security, food supply, and
supply chain resilience. Talks with Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah are expected to focus on strengthening
coordination in these sectors amid growing global
uncertainty.

Brunei supplies roughly nine percent of Australia’s
diesel imports and 11 percent of its fertilizer-grade
urea, while Australia serves as a key provider of food
and agricultural products to Brunei.
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Since elevating ties to a Comprehensive Partnership in
2023, both sides have expanded collaboration across
energy, climate, and economic domains. [The Star]

The visit is part of Albanese’s two-nation Southeast
Asia trip to Brunei and Malaysia from April 14-17
aimed at intensifying diplomatic efforts to secure fuel
supplies following disruptions caused by Iran’s
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. The crisis—affecting
a key global energy chokepoint—has exposed
Australia’s heavy reliance on imported fuel, triggering
shortages and price spikes domestically. [Reuters]

Cambodia reaffirms comprehensive
partnership with Vietnam

(dgl) Cambodia and Vietnam have reiterated their
commitment to expanding cooperation across key
sectors, following high-level talks between Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Manet and senior Viethamese
leader Tran Cam Tu, a Politburo member and
Permanent Member of the Secretariat of the
Communist Party of Vietham Central Committee, in
Phnom Penh.

Both sides emphasized the strengthening of bilateral
relations and signaled a transition into a “new phase”
of cooperation, encompassing political, economic,
security, and people-to-people linkages. Discussions
also highlighted efforts to deepen trade, defense
coordination, education exchanges, and youth
engagement, reflecting a broad-based approach to
partnership-building. [Khmer Times 1]

In a separate meeting with Cambodian National
Assembly President Khuon Sudary, both committed to
closer coordination between their legislatures and at
regional parliamentary forums. Plans include sustained
high-level exchanges, including trilateral engagement
with Laos, to reinforce political trust.

Economic cooperation featured prominently, with both
countries targeting USD 20 billion in bilateral trade
through expanded collaboration in trade, investment,
infrastructure, and supply chains. Defence and security
ties were also reaffirmed as a core pillar, alongside a
shared commitment to prevent the use of either
country’s territory against the other. [Khmer Times 2]

Indonesia finalizes restructuring plan for
USD 7.3 billion China-backed rail debt
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(ms) Indonesia has finalized a restructuring plan for
the debt tied to its USD 7.3 billion China-backed
Jakarta-Bandung high-speed rail project, known as
“Whoosh,” as the government moves to address
mounting financial pressures.

Officials said an agreement had been reached
following internal assessments and discussions
between the sovereign wealth fund Danantara and the
Finance Ministry, with details expected to be
announced in the coming weeks.

The project, launched in 2023, was financed largely
through Chinese loans covering around 75 percent of
total costs. It has faced significant challenges, including
construction delays, land acquisition issues, and cost
overruns, complicating repayment plans.

Authorities have previously indicated that the state
budget may be used to support repayments,
highlighting the project’s financial strain on public
finances. At the same time, negotiations with Chinese
stakeholders have been ongoing, though details on
their role in the restructuring remain limited.

The railway is operated by Kereta Cepat Indonesia-
China (KCIC), a joint venture between Indonesian state
firms and Chinese partners, reflecting the project's
strategic and financial ties to China. [Jakarta Globe]
[Reuters]

US considers new restrictions on Chinese
telecom firms over security concerns

(ms) The US is considering new restrictions on major
Chinese telecommunications companies that could
further limit their ability to operate within American
networks and infrastructure.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) said it
is preparing measures that may bar US and foreign
telecom carriers from connecting with firms on its
“Covered List,” including China Mobile, China Telecom,
and China Unicom, citing national security risks.

The proposals could also prevent these companies
from operating or maintaining data centers and key
internet infrastructure, such as points of presence that
connect global networks. In addition, US authorities
are examining whether to extend existing bans to
affiliated entities and companies using equipment
from Chinese vendors such as Huawei and ZTE.
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The FCC is expected to vote on the measures on April
30, marking the latest step in a broader effort to
restrict Chinese technology firms' access to US markets
and infrastructure.

The planned crackdown builds on earlier actions that
revoked operating licenses for several Chinese telecom
companies and blocked new equipment approvals.
Regulators have also moved to ban Chinese testing
labs and certain consumer technology imports in
recent months.

China has criticized the measures, accusing the US of
overstretching national security concerns to suppress
Chinese companies. [DCD] [Reuters]

Spain: Sanchez visits China April 13-15 to
deepen ties amid geopolitical tensions

(ms) Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez is visiting
China from April 13 to April 15, aiming to strengthen
political and economic ties with Beijing at a time of
rising geopolitical tensions and shifting global
alignments. The trip—his fourth in just over three
years—includes meetings with President Xi Jinping,
Premier Li Qiang, and other senior officials .

The visit takes place against the backdrop of the
ongoing Middle East conflict and strained relations
with the United States. Spain has taken a more critical
stance toward US policy in the region, increasing the
importance of diversifying diplomatic and economic
partnerships.

Economically, Spain is seeking to address its large
trade imbalance with China, which accounts for a
substantial share of its external deficit. Madrid is
pushing for greater access to Chinese markets and
increased exports, particularly in agriculture and
industrial goods .

A central objective of the trip is a planned “High Quality
Investment Agreement,” designed to ensure that
Chinese investments in Spain generate local benefits
through technology transfer, job creation, and
integration with domestic supply chains .

Sanchez has also urged China to take on a greater role
in global governance, including climate policy and
conflict resolution, as Europe adjusts to a more
multipolar international environment.

The visit highlights Spain's strategy of balancing
relations with major global powers while managing
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economic dependencies and geopolitical risks.
[Associated Press] [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

Italian government curbs China’s
Sinochem’s role in tire maker Pirelli

(ms) Italy has imposed new restrictions on China's
state-owned Sinochem Group to limit its influence over
tire maker Pirelli, citing national security and market
access concerns.

Under the measures, Sinochem can nominate only
three board members, down from eight, and is barred
from appointing the chair or chief executive. At least
two of its nominees must be independent. The rules
apply as long as Sinochem holds more than 9.99
percent of Pirelli's shares .

Rome acted under its “Golden Power” regulations,
which allow the government to intervene in companies
deemed strategic. The move is linked to concerns that
Chinese involvement could jeopardize Pirelli's access to
the US market, where new rules restrict Chinese-linked
technology in connected vehicles.

Sinochem, Pirelli's largest shareholder with about 34
percent, has criticized the decision as discriminatory
and warned it may take legal action. The company said
the restrictions could negatively affect Italy's
investment climate .

The dispute reflects broader European efforts to
tighten scrutiny of Chinese investments in sensitive
sectors while balancing economic ties with Beijing.
[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

Chilean authorities dismantle USD 917
million copper smuggling ring with
Chinese-linked crime networks

(ms) Chilean authorities have dismantled a major
criminal network that smuggled an estimated CLP 817
billion (USD 917 million) worth of stolen copper to
buyers in China, with investigators pointing to the
involvement of Chinese-linked organized crime
structures in facilitating the operation.

The scheme, which ran between 2020 and 2025,
involved stealing copper from infrastructure and
industrial sites across Chile, transporting it to the
northern port of Iquique, and exporting it to China
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disguised as scrap metal. The network also
fraudulently obtained more than CLP 58 billion (USD
55 million) in export-related VAT refunds by integrating
stolen copper into legitimate trade systems.

“Operation High Voltage,” a coordinated crackdown
across seven regions, resulted in 25 arrests, raids on
49 properties, and the seizure of 187 tonnes of copper
worth about USD 2.2 million, along with 40 vehicles
and 11 firearms.

Investigators said the network operated with a clear
division of labor, from theft crews to intermediaries
and logistics operators. Authorities noted that the
scale and sophistication of the operation relied on
established transnational channels, including
connections to Chinese-linked criminal groups that
have expanded their presence in Chile in recent years.

These groups have increasingly used legal businesses
—such as trading firms, retail hubs, and logistics
operations—to conceal illicit activities, including
smuggling, money laundering, and trafficking. Their
structure allows them to integrate illegal goods into
formal supply chains, making detection more difficult.

Authorities said investigations are ongoing to trace
financial flows and identify additional actors, including
international buyers and facilitators, as they seek to
dismantle the broader cross-border network behind
one of Chile’s largest recorded theft operations.
[Bloomberg] [South China Morning Post] [The
Diplomat]

Brazil blacklists China’s BYD over alleged
slave-like labor conditions at EV plant

(ms) Brazil's Labor Ministry has added Chinese electric
vehicle giant BYD to its registry of employers linked to
conditions analogous to slavery, citing alleged labor
violations at the company’s factory construction site in
Bahia.

The inclusion in the so-called “dirty list” restricts access
to certain forms of public financing and increases
reputational risks for BYD in one of its key overseas
markets. The decision follows a 2024 inspection at the
Camacari site, where authorities said workers—many
of them Chinese nationals hired through contractors—
were subjected to excessive working hours and
degrading living conditions.

Investigators found that some workers labored seven
days a week, including holidays, and were housed in
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substandard accommodations. Reports also indicated
restrictive contract terms, including passport retention
and wage controls.

However, a Brazilian court has since issued a
preliminary injunction removing BYD from the list
pending a final ruling. The court questioned whether
the company could be directly held responsible for the
practices of subcontractors, a decision that may be
appealed. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

Panama seeks to ease tensions with China
amid canal-linked port dispute

(ms) Panama’s President Jose Raul Mulino has moved
to de-escalate tensions with China following a dispute
linked to strategic port operations near the Panama
Canal, a critical artery for global trade.

Mulino said Panama is not seeking conflict with Beijing
after reports of increased inspections of Panama-
flagged vessels in Chinese ports. While Panama’s
foreign minister suggested the inspections may be
retaliatory, Mulino downplayed the claims, stating such
checks are common in global shipping and still under
review.

The tensions follow a January Supreme Court decision
that invalidated the legal framework behind a 1997
concession granted to Hong Kong-based CK Hutchison
to operate the Balboa and Cristobal ports—key
terminals located at the Pacific and Atlantic entrances
of the Panama Canal. The canal handles roughly 5
percent of global maritime trade, making control over
surrounding infrastructure strategically significant.

The cancellation came amid pressure from the United
States to limit Chinese influence around the canal,
underscoring the waterway's role as a geopolitical
chokepoint.

CK Hutchison has since launched arbitration
proceedings seeking more than USD 2 billion in
damages, while China has criticized the decision.

India, U.S. discuss deepening strategic
alignment across security and
semiconductor cooperation

(dgl) India and the United States are accelerating
efforts to deepen their strategic partnership across
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defense, technology, and supply chains, as Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri's high-level engagements in
Washington signal a renewed push to align both
countries. Following External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar's February visit to Washington, Misri's trip
on April 8-10 was part of the regular high-level
exchanges between the two countries. [DD News]

During a series of meetings with senior US officials at
the State Department and White House—including US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Under Secretary of
State for Political Affairs Allison Hooker, and FBI
Director Kash Patel, both sides conducted a
comprehensive review of the India-US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership, aimed at broadening
cooperation across security, economic, and
technological domains.

Talks focused heavily on regional security coordination,
particularly developments in Middle East and the
Indian Ocean. The discussions reflected converging
threat perceptions and the need for closer policy
alignment in key theaters. Engagements also included
counterterrorism discussions with US security
agencies, reinforcing security cooperation as a core
pillar of the relationship.

A central element of the visit was the push to expand
collaboration in critical and emerging technologies,
notably semiconductors, defense industrial
production, and resilient supply chains. Meetings with
US commerce and defense officials emphasized joint
efforts to co-develop high-end technologies and
reduce vulnerabilities in strategic sectors. The
emphasis on chips and supply chains reflects a
broader shift toward “de-risking” from China-centric
production networks and building trusted technology
ecosystems among like-minded partners. [The Tribune]
[The Sunday Guardian]

Rubio is set to visit India in May—his first to India since
taking office last year—, while discussions are
underway for New Delhi to host a forthcoming Quad
meeting. [The Times of India]

The engagement comes amid efforts to stabilize and
advance relations after recent strains, including trade
frictions linked to US tariff policies, suggesting a
broader attempt by both sides to reset ties while
sustaining strategic convergence.

Austrian Chancellor Stocker visits India to
deepen strategic partnership
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(dqgl) Austria’'s Federal Chancellor Christian Stocker is
on official visit to India this week from April 14-17—his
first trip to the country and to Asia—reflecting growing
momentum in bilateral relations following recent high-
level engagement between the two sides. [Ministry of
External Affairs, Indial

Stocker will be accompanied by a senior delegation,
including Austria’s Minister of Economy, Energy and
Tourism Wolfgang Hattmannsdorfer, as well as
business representatives, underscoring the visit's
strong economic and commercial dimension. Talks
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi are expected to
cover a broad agenda, including trade, technology
cooperation, and multilateral coordination, alongside
regional and global developments.

The visit builds on the July 2024 trip by Prime Minister
Modi to Austria, which marked the first visit by an
Indian prime minister in over four decades and
coincided with the 75th anniversary of diplomatic
relations. That engagement elevated ties and set the
stage for a more structured and forward-looking
partnership, particularly in areas such as green and
digital technologies, infrastructure, renewable energy,
and innovation.

During his stay, Chancellor Stocker is also scheduled to
meet President Droupadi Murmu and External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, highlighting the political
significance of the visit beyond its economic focus.
[The Hawk]

Stocker's visit comes as India continues its effort to
diversify its European partnerships beyond traditional
major powers, positioning Austria as a niche but
strategically relevant partner in sectors such as clean
technology, advanced manufacturing, and urban
innovation.

France, India commit to deepening
strategic partnership

(dqgl) India and France used high-level Foreign Office
Consultations in Paris to reaffirm and operationalize
their expanding strategic partnership, signaling
sustained political alignment across defense,
technology, and global governance.

The talks, held on April 13 and co-chaired by Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri and French Secretary-General
Martin Briens, were reinforced by meetings with
Foreign Minister Jean-Noél Barrot and presidential
advisor Emmanuel Bonne.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-tki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-tki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-tkd/

Discussions reviewed progress since the relationship’s
elevation to a Special Global Strategic Partnership
following President Emmanuel Macron's February 2026
visit to India, which marked a decisive shift toward
embedding defense cooperation at the core of
bilateral ties.

That visit highlighted a transition from transactional
procurement to co-development and co-production,
exemplified by the industrial ecosystem emerging
around the Rafale fighter jet program, alongside
expanded local manufacturing initiatives and joint
ventures in advanced defense technologies.

Building on this trajectory, the consultations assessed
cooperation across defense, civil nuclear energy,
space, cyber and digital technologies, and artificial
intelligence, alongside economic security and
innovation initiatives. Both sides also prioritized
mobility in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM), particularly increasing Indian
students in France, and strengthening people-to-
people and cultural ties.

On international issues, India and France exchanged
views on climate action, health cooperation, and Indo-
Pacific developments, while also addressing
geopolitical crises including West Asia and Ukraine.
They further explored trilateral formats and joint
projects in third countries, reflecting an ambition to
extend cooperation beyond the bilateral level. [The
Tribune] [ORF]

India, Qatar push for free flow of global
trade amid Gulf disruptions

(dql) India and Qatar have stressed the urgency of
restoring global trade and energy flows during high-
level talks in Doha, as maritime traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz remains severely disrupted despite a
shaky US-Iran ceasefire and renewed diplomatic
efforts in Islamabad. [Financial Times]

During a two-day visit last week, India’s Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri met Qatar’s
Minister of State for Energy Affairs Saad Sherida Al-
Kaabi, with discussions covering energy security, trade,
investment, and broader strategic cooperation. Both
sides emphasized the importance of ensuring
unimpeded trade flows and stable energy supply
chains, reflecting shared concerns over ongoing
disruptions to critical maritime routes.
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Qatar reaffirmed its commitment to remain a reliable
energy supplier to India while seeking to deepen
energy cooperation with India.

India, which relies heavily on Gulf energy imports, is
particularly exposed to such disruptions and has
sought to reinforce coordination with major regional
suppliers such as Qatar which—while closely aligned
with the United States on security—has maintained an
independent political stance and has often been
cautious toward hardline US-Israel approaches.

In the current crisis, it is neither a political supporter
nor an outright opponent of US-Israel policy, instead
prioritizing mediation and de-escalation while
preserving its role as a key diplomatic intermediary.
[The Tribune] [The New Indian Express]

Indonesia, Philippines deepen defense
ties with focus on joint patrols and
logistics

(ms) Indonesia and the Philippines have agreed to
expand military cooperation, strengthening
coordination on maritime security and joint operations
in key regional waterways.

The agreement was reached during the 5th Philippine-
Indonesia Military Cooperation Meeting in Jakarta,
where both sides outlined plans to enhance joint
exercises, intelligence sharing, and personnel
exchanges.

A central focus of the cooperation is the Sulu Sea and
Celebes Sea, strategic maritime corridors that have
faced security challenges including piracy, smuggling,
and cross-border threats. Both countries committed to
increasing coordinated patrols in these areas to
improve surveillance and response capabilities.

Philippine Armed Forces Chief General Romeo Brawner
Jr. said the partnership will also expand into military
logistics, with a new subcommittee established to
explore cooperation in supply chains and operational
support.

The agreement reflects broader efforts within
Southeast Asia to strengthen regional security
cooperation amid evolving geopolitical dynamics and
growing maritime challenges. Officials emphasized that
closer coordination between neighboring countries is
essential to maintaining stability and safeguarding
shared maritime interests.
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In addition to operational coordination, both sides
highlighted the importance of training exchanges and
technology sharing to improve interoperability
between their armed forces. [ABS-CBN] [Antara]

Indonesia: Prabowo, Putin pledge closer
cooperation amid energy and geopolitical
pressures

(ms) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto met
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow on April 13
to discuss closer cooperation on energy, trade, and
broader geopolitical developments, as Jakarta seeks to
strengthen economic resilience amid ongoing global
disruptions.

The meeting, Prabowo's second with Putin in less than
six months, reflects Indonesia’s effort to diversify
energy supplies as global oil markets remain volatile
due to the Iran conflict. Ahead of closed-door talks,
Prabowo emphasized the need for consultations on
rapidly evolving geopolitical conditions and signaled
his intention to “personally supervise” strategic
cooperation, particularly in the economic and energy
sectors.

Indonesia has been exploring alternative oil suppliers
to reduce reliance on the Middle East, which currently
accounts for around 20 percent to 25 percent of its
crude imports. Recent efforts have included increased
purchases from African producers such as Angola and
Nigeria. Engagement with Russia could further expand
supply options, especially as Moscow seeks to redirect
energy exports toward new markets.

Putin described bilateral relations as stable and
substantive, while acknowledging a slight slowdown in
economic ties this year. He reiterated Russia’s interest
in strengthening cooperation in key sectors, including
energy.

The visit underscores Indonesia’s broader strategy to
balance geopolitical relationships while safeguarding
domestic economic stability. Rising global energy
prices have increased inflationary pressures, making
energy security a central policy priority.

Beyond short-term supply concerns, discussions
between the two countries have also included
potential cooperation in renewable energy and nuclear
technology, indicating a longer-term strategic
dimension to Indonesia-Russia relations. [Antara] [The
Jakarta Post]
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Japan downgrades China in annual foreign
policy report amid Taiwan-related
tensions

(dgl) Japan has downgraded its official description of
China in its 2026 Diplomatic Bluebook, now referring to
it as an “important neighboring country” rather than
“one of the most important bilateral relations,”
following a sharp deterioration in ties triggered by
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's remarks on a potential
Taiwan contingency.

The shift comes amid the most serious diplomatic
friction in years, after Takaichi stated that a Chinese
attack on Taiwan could constitute a survival-
threatening scenario for Japan, potentially warranting a
Self-Defense Forces response—comments Beijing
condemned as interference in its internal affairs.

The Bluebook portrays a more adversarial relationship,
citing increased “coercive measures” by China,
including military incidents such as radar targeting of
Japanese aircraft and restrictions on dual-use exports.
At the same time, Tokyo maintains that its long-
standing objective of a “mutually beneficial strategic
relationship” remains intact, signaling continued
openness to dialogue despite rising tensions.

Beyond China, the report underscores a significantly
more volatile security landscape. It highlights concerns
over North Korea's advancing weapons programs,
deepening Russia-North Korea military cooperation,
and instability in the Middle East, particularly the U.S.-
Israel conflict with Iran and its implications for energy
security. In response, Japan reiterates its commitment
to a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific,” alongside
strengthened alignment with the United States, G7
partners, Australia, and South Korea. [Kyodo News]
[The Japan Times]

The revised wording marks a subtle but meaningful
recalibration of Japan’s China policy. While avoiding an
outright rupture, Tokyo is signaling reduced political
trust and a greater willingness to frame China as a
source of security risk—particularly in the context of
Taiwan contingencies. With Taiwan as a central fault
line in Sino-Japanese relations, the Bluebook presents
a more muscular deterrence-oriented regional
posture, even as it seeks to preserve channels for
diplomatic engagement.
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China-Laos railway surpasses 800,000
cross-border passengers as connectivity
expands

(ms) Cross-border travel between Laos and China
continues to accelerate, with the China-Laos Railway
handling more than 800,000 international passenger
trips since services began in April 2023, according to
official data released on April 13, 2026.

Over the past three years, the railway has operated
more than 3,190 cross-border train services, linking
key cities including Kunming, Xishuangbanna, Luang
Prabang, and Vientiane. Travelers from more than 120
countries have used the route, reflecting its growing
role as a regional transport corridor.

Currently, four international passenger trains run daily
between Kunming and Vientiane, each offering around
420 cross-border seats. The full journey takes
approximately nine hours and 36 minutes, positioning
the railway as a competitive alternative to air and road
travel across mainland Southeast Asia.

Beyond passenger traffic, the railway has become a
major trade artery. Since its launch in late 2021, cross-
border trade along the line has reached more than
CNY 80 billion (USD 11.7 billion), with volumes
continuing to expand. In the first quarter of 2026
alone, trade rose 62.7 percent year-on-year to CNY
6.81 billion (USD 992 million).

The range of goods transported has also expanded
significantly, from roughly 500 product categories at
launch to more than 3,800 today, including agricultural
products from Southeast Asia and manufactured
goods from China.

Complementing the railway, Laos and China have also
launched new cross-border transport links, including a
280-kilometer bus route connecting Yunnan province
with northern Laos. The service aims to improve access
for travelers and traders while supporting tourism and
local economies. [Lao News Agency 1] [Lao News
Agency 2] [The Laotian Times 1] [The Laotian Times 2]

Malaysia and Brunei to work together in
building up disaster management
preparedness

(bo) Malaysia and Brunei have agreed to expand
bilateral cooperation in disaster management through
enhanced expertise sharing, joint training, and
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institutional coordination, reflecting growing emphasis
on cross-border resilience.

The initiative, discussed during a visit by Brunei's Home
Affairs Minister to Malaysia, builds on cooperation
between Malaysia’s National Disaster Management
Agency (Nadma) and Brunei’'s National Disaster
Management Centre. Key measures include the
development of joint standard operating procedures
for cross-border responses, expanded training
exercises, and capacity-building efforts in urban search
and rescue (USAR).

Both sides are considering the revival of joint search
and rescue exercises (SAREX) to further strengthen
operational readiness.

The engagement is underpinned by Malaysia's broader
efforts to institutionalize disaster governance,
including the elevation of its National Disaster
Management Council and initiatives aimed at fostering
public preparedness. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia, Australia to hold talks on
energy, trade, and regional security

(dqgl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim is
schedule to hold talks with Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese during his visit to Malaysia from
April 15-17, focusing on bilateral cooperation and
regional geopolitical developments.

Discussions are expected to center on energy security,
trade and investment, and collaboration in renewable
energy and green technology, alongside exchanges on
the Middle East conflict and its implications for global
supply chains and energy markets.

Both sides are also set to witness the signing of a
memorandum of understanding on a halal red meat
partnership, reflecting efforts to deepen sector-specific
economic ties. The engagement builds on the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership established in
2021, which structures cooperation across economic,
technological, and security domains.

Bilateral trade remains substantial, reaching
approximately MYR 78.63 billion (USD 16.7 billion) in
2025, with both countries ranking among each other’s
top trading partners. [Vol]

The visit is part of Albanese’s two-nation Southeast
Asia trip to Brunei and Malaysia from April 14-17
aimed at intensifying diplomatic efforts to secure fuel
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supplies following disruptions caused by Iran’s
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. The crisis—affecting
a key global energy chokepoint—has exposed
Australia’s heavy reliance on imported fuel, triggering
shortages and price spikes domestically. [Reuters]

China, Mongolia prepare joint military
exercise

(fs) Military representatives of Mongolian and Chinese
armies held talks to coordinate preparations for the
joint exercise Steppe Partnership 2026, scheduled
from May 26 to June 10. The drills will be conducted in
three phases and include ground maneuvers with live
fire.

Under the principle of alternating host countries, the
2026 exercise will take place in China, following its
previous iteration in Mongolia in 2024. China is
expected to deploy battalion-level troops, along with
weapons and wheeled vehicles.

The exercise is part of the annual bilateral military
cooperation plan and aims to strengthen strategic
trust, enhance operational coordination, and
contribute to regional stability. [Open.kg]

France provides rescue equipment to
Mongolia to strengthen emergency
response

(fs) France has donated rescue equipment to
Mongolia’s National Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA) to enhance high-angle and water rescue
capabilities. A total of 98 items across 28 types were
delivered to Ulaanbaatar’s Rescue Unit, while
additional gear was provided to 50 rescuers.

French Ambassador to Mongolia Corinne Pereira
highlighted the importance France places on disaster
management cooperation and support for emergency
personnel. Pereira noted that the assistance aims to
improve the safety and effectiveness of rescue
operations.

Training on the use of the equipment is also underway,
contributing to improved skills and operational
capacity among Mongolian emergency responders.
[Akipress]
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Mongolia, Russia discuss energy
cooperation, fuel supply stability

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Uchral Nyam-Osor met
with Russian Ambassador to Mongolia Alexey
Nikolaevich Evsikov to discuss bilateral cooperation.
The talks addressed cooperation in the fuel and energy
sector, including a supplementary protocol on aviation
fuel supply, which is expected to be signed soon in
Moscow.

Nyam-Osor highlighted that rising global energy prices,
partly driven by instability in the Middle East, are
affecting Mongolia’s key sectors, including transport,
mining, and agriculture. He noted Mongolia’s interest
in securing petroleum products, particularly diesel,
under preferential terms for at least six months.

Nyam-Osor also requested stable supplies of ammonia
for agriculture and mining, and discussed broader
cooperation in food and agriculture, tourism,
education, culture, sports, and humanitarian fields.
[Montsame]

This diplomatic push comes as Mongolia faces a critical
threat to its financial stability following recent military
escalations in the Middle East. Mongolia is 100 percent
dependent on imported fuel, 95 percent of which
originates from Russia, and Nyam-Osor had already
appealed to Moscow to stabilize sale prices in order to
prevent a domestic crisis at the end of March, as local
transport and operating costs increased by at least 20
percent, threatening to paralyze key industries and
drive up the cost of essential goods like bread and
meat. [Interfax]

Indonesian authorities accept landmark
genocide complaint against Myanmar
President Min Aung Hlaing

(su) Indonesian authorities have formally accepted a
criminal complaint accusing Myanmar's leader Min
Aung Hlaing of genocide against the Rohingya, marking
the first case received under the country’s new penal
code invoking universal jurisdiction.

The filing, submitted on April 9 by a Rohingya survivor
and a group of public figures, calls for an investigation
into alleged mass atrocities committed under Min
Aung Hlaing's command. By accepting the complaint,
Indonesia has taken an initial procedural step toward
potentially pursuing accountability for crimes
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committed outside its territory, reflecting a significant
expansion of its legal reach.

The case underscores Indonesia’s emerging role as a
regional actor in advancing accountability for
international crimes and signals a possible shift within
ASEAN toward greater use of legal mechanisms to
address Myanmar’s crisis. Legal advocates have urged
authorities to proceed with a formal investigation,
emphasizing the strength of the evidence and the
obligation to act under international law.

The move comes shortly after Min Aung Hlaing's
inauguration as president following a widely criticized
electoral process, reinforcing mounting legal and
political challenges to the junta’s legitimacy. It also
highlights growing regional pressure to address
alleged crimes against the Rohingya, even as
diplomatic consensus within ASEAN remains
fragmented. [Mizzima]

Thailand breaks ranks as first ASEAN state
to endorse new presidency in Myanmar

(su) Thailand has become the first ASEAN country to
formally congratulate Min Aung Hlaing on his
presidency, signaling a further departure from the
bloc's collective stance of limited engagement with
Myanmar’s military leadership.

In messages from Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
and Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, Bangkok
expressed support for Myanmar's stability and
development while reaffirming expectations of closer
bilateral ties.

Thailand's approach reflects longstanding pragmatic
ties with Myanmar, which it has maintained since the
2021 coup despite ASEAN's efforts to isolate the junta
over its failure to implement the Five-Point Consensus.
Bangkok has actively pursued diplomatic and security
engagement, including facilitating talks and
coordinating on border stability.

Economic and security considerations remain central
to Thailand's policy. Bilateral trade—valued at around
USD 6 billion annually—has been disrupted by
instability along the Myawaddy-Mae Sot corridor,
prompting efforts to restore cross-border flows. Thai
investments, particularly in the energy sector, and
concerns over refugee inflows and transnational crime
further incentivize continued engagement with
Naypyitaw.
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Thailand's early endorsement highlights widening
divisions within ASEAN over how to handle Myanmar,
as some members prioritize pragmatic engagement
while others maintain conditional pressure tied to
political and humanitarian benchmarks. [The
Irrawaddy]

Myanmar president meets Indian minister
to discuss trade and projects

(su) Myanmar’s President Min Aung Hlaing met India’s
Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan
Singh on April 10 during a visit linked to the
presidential swearing-in ceremony. The Indian minister
conveyed a congratulatory message from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Both sides discussed bilateral relations, including
expanding trade and advancing joint projects. Officials
referred to ongoing efforts to facilitate trade through
direct payments in Indian rupees and Myanmar kyats,
as well as measures to strengthen economic
cooperation between the two countries.

The discussions also covered border stability and
cross-border trade, with participation from Myanmar
and Indian officials, including the foreign minister Tin
Maung Swe and India's ambassador to Myanmar
Abhay Thakur. [Eleven Media Group]

Myanmar President meets Chinese envoy
to discuss cooperation and border
stability

(su) Myanmar's president Min Aung Hlaing met with
Jiang Xinzhi, Special Representative of Chinese
President Xi Jinping, on April 10 in Naypyitaw following
the presidential inauguration. The envoy conveyed a
congratulatory message from the Chinese leadership,
and both sides discussed bilateral relations.

The meeting covered cooperation on border stability,
support for Myanmar's internal peace process, and
coordination on cross-border issues including crime
and security. Officials also discussed expanding
cooperation in trade, infrastructure, and other sectors,
alongside continued diplomatic engagement between
the two countries.

The talks were attended by senior officials from both
sides, including Myanmar's foreign minister Tin Maung
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Swe and China’'s ambassador to Myanmar Ma Jia,
reflecting ongoing bilateral exchanges following the
formation of the new administration. [Eleven Media
Group]

Lawsuit filed against Norwegian
telecommunictaion firm over data
sharing with Myanmar military

(su) A civil lawsuit has been filed in Norway against
major Norwegian telecommunications company
Telenor—majority-owned by the Norwegian
government—by the Justice and Accountability
Initiative (JAl), seeking damages over alleged sharing of
user data with Myanmar's military authorities following
the 2021 coup. The case, supported by the Open
Society Justice Initiative, claims that personal data of
Myanmar users was disclosed and subsequently used
in actions against individuals.

According to the filing, the data allegedly included call
records, location information, and personal identifiers,
and was shared in response to requests from
authorities. The lawsuit states that at least 1,253
phone numbers were affected. The claims relate in
part to events following Telenor’s sale of its Myanmar
operations in 2022 to a company linked to local
business interests.

Additional complaints have been filed with Norwegian
authorities by other groups, alleging violations of
sanctions and data protection obligations.

Norwegian lawmakers have also initiated a review into
the company’s activities in Myanmar, focusing on the
handling of user data during and after its exit from the
market. [The Irrawaddy]

China, North Korea reassert commitment
to deepening coordination

(dql) China has signaled a renewed push to deepen
strategic coordination with North Korea, as Foreign
Minister Wang Yi used a rare visit to Pyongyang—his
first to Pyongyang in seven years—on April 10 to call
for closer alignment on major international and
regional issues. [KCNA]

During meetings with leader Kim Jong Un and Foreign
Minister Choe Son Hui, both sides reaffirmed mutual
intent to expand exchanges and strengthen
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coordination amid what both sides describe as a
shifting and turbulent geopolitical environment. They
committed to expanding exchanges and strengthening
communication between their foreign policy
apparatus, while discussing unspecified regional and
global issues.

Kim endorsed China'’s push for a “multipolar world”
and reaffirmed support for Beijing's “one-China”
principle, signaling a deepening of political alignment
between the two countries. He framed closer ties with
China as increasingly vital, linking them to his broader
strategy of overcoming international isolation and
aligning with states challenging U.S. influence.

Highlighting “a new chapter in friendly exchanges”
since the “historic” summit between Kim and Chinese
President Xi Jinping last September (see AiR No. 36,
September/2025, 2), Wang emphasized intensified
communication, higher-level exchanges, and expanded
practical cooperation, while Kim underscored the
importance of strengthening bilateral contacts to
protect shared interests. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
North Korea] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The renewed engagement follows years of constrained
interaction due to the pandemic and comes as bilateral
ties face strain from Pyongyang's growing alignment
with Moscow. While traditionally framed as
exceptionally close, relations have shown signs of drift,
with China cautious about being drawn into a
consolidated anti-Western bloc alongside North Korea
and Russia. Recent steps—including the resumption of
cross-border transport links and a 2025 Kim-Xi summit
—suggest a deliberate effort to stabilize and
reinvigorate ties.

Wang's visit thus is seen by analysts as reflecting
Beijing's attempt to reassert influence over
Pyongyang's strategic orientation. It also came at a
deliberate moment ahead of a planned U.S.-China
summit in May which might also be used for the
arrangement of a subsequent meeting between U.S.
President Donald Trump and Kim. [The Guardian]
[South China Morning Post]

By reinforcing channels with Pyongyang, Beijing seeks
to position itself to shape future diplomatic
developments on the Korean Peninsula while
balancing its broader strategic posture vis-a-vis
Washington and Moscow. [Reuters] [AP News]
[Channel News Asia]
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Belarus-North Korea ties deepen with
ambassadorial appointment

(dgl) North Korea has appointed a new ambassador to
Belarus, signaling a continued acceleration of bilateral
relations following Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko's recent visit to Pyongyang. The newly
designated envoy, Ji Kyong-su—formerly a vice
minister overseeing external economic relations—
formally presented his credentials, underscoring
Pyongyang's intent to elevate engagement beyond
symbolic diplomacy.

The move follows Lukashenko's late-March summit
with Kim Jong-un, during which both sides concluded a
friendship and cooperation treaty aimed at expanding
ties across economic and political domains.

Belarus is also preparing to open an embassy in
Pyongyang by August, indicating a shift toward more
institutionalized and sustained interaction. [The Korea
Times] [Korea JoongAng Daily]

Switzerland returns to North Korea with
permanent diplomatic presence

(dqgl) Switzerland will reestablish a permanent
presence in North Korea in 2026, becoming one of the
few Western actors to resume on-the-ground
engagement since the country’'s pandemic isolation.

The Swiss foreign ministry is set to reopen its
Pyongyang office, which has been closed since early
2020. In the absence of a Swiss embassy, the office
functions as Bern'’s primary interface with North Korea,
combining humanitarian coordination with diplomatic
liaison.

Switzerland has maintained a long-standing but low-
visibility role in North Korea since the 1990s, pairing
aid delivery with discreet diplomacy and its
participation in the Neutral Nations Supervisory
Commission (NNSCQ).

The NNSC was established under the 1953 armistice
ending the Korean War to monitor compliance with the
ceasefire. Originally staffed by Sweden, Switzerland,
Poland, and Czechoslovakia, the NNSC now operates in
a reduced, largely symbolic role with only Sweden and
Switzerland remaining active.

The reopening of the office follows a 2024 assessment
visit and reflects Bern's intent to revive both
humanitarian operations and dialogue channels. It
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signals a cautious reopening of North Korea to select
external actors, favoring politically neutral partners
over major Western powers. [NK News]

While China—Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited
Pyongyang last week (see article in this edition) and
Russia maintained continuous presence and several
non-aligned countries have returned since 2023, most
European states remain absent, with some—such as
Germany—holding back amid Pyongyang's alignment
with Moscow. Against this backdrop, Switzerland's
move positions it as a low-risk intermediary and
potential conduit for limited Western engagement, at a
time when formal diplomatic pathways remain largely
frozen.

Pakistan, Turkiye sign MoU to advance
judicial cooperation

(Im) Pakistan and Turkiye have signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) to initiate cooperation in the
judicial sector during a visit by a delegation from the
Constitutional Court of Turkiye to Islamabad. The
agreement focuses on exchanging experience to
improve access to justice, including through the use of
digital technologies to support faster legal processes.

Discussions also covered potential cooperation in
areas such as legal enforcement, counterterrorism,
migration, and climate-related issues. The Turkish side
indicated its readiness to launch a pilot project with
Pakistan to share institutional experience and technical
expertise. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Afghanistan agree to explore
solution under Chinese mediation after
weeks of fighting

(Im) Pakistan and Afghanistan signaled a notable shift
from military escalation to diplomatic de-escalation
within days, following weeks of intense cross-border
fighting.

On April 7, Pakistan’s military leadership confirmed
that operations under Ghazab-lil-Haq, launched on
February 26, would continue until the elimination of
militant “safe havens” in Afghanistan. The statement
followed a high-level security review and reaffirmed a
sustained campaign to eliminate what the military
described as “terrorist proxies,” indicating no
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immediate shift away from a military approach. [Arab
News 1]

By April 8, however, China announced that Pakistan
and Afghanistan had, during talks held in Urumqi from
April 1 to 7, agreed to avoid any actions that would
escalate or complicate the situation and to work
toward restoring normal bilateral relations. These talks
took place against the backdrop of a sharp escalation
since late February, including Pakistani airstrikes and
Afghan ground responses, with Islamabad at one stage
describing the situation as “open war.”

On April 9, further details confirmed that both sides
had agreed to explore a comprehensive solution to the
conflict, with all parties identifying terrorism as the
central issue affecting bilateral relations. [Arab News 2]
[Arab News 3]

The escalation has had significant humanitarian and
economic consequences. The fighting has killed
hundreds and displaced approximately 94,000 people,
while around 100,000 people in border districts have
been cut off by the violence. The Pakistan-Afghanistan
land border has been largely closed, disrupting trade
and cross-border movement. A previous ceasefire
brokered in October collapsed, and a temporary truce
during the Eid al-Fitr period ended on March 24.

Despite the diplomatic progress, tensions remain
unresolved. Both sides continue to accuse each other
of cross-border attacks, including shelling incidents
during the negotiation period, while Pakistan
maintains its position that Afghan territory is being
used for militant operations — a claim Kabul rejects.

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia alighment deepens
amid ongoing Middle East war

(Im) Pakistan has reinforced its strategic partnership
with Saudi Arabia across security, diplomatic, and
economic domains in response to escalating tensions
in the Middle East.

On April 7, Pakistan expressed “unflinching solidarity”
with Saudi Arabia following an Iranian missile and
drone attack on energy infrastructure in Jubail, a major
industrial hub in the Kingdom'’s Eastern Province.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif conveyed support
during a call with Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, while also briefing him on Pakistan’s ongoing
mediation efforts to de-escalate the broader conflict
involving Iran, the United States, and Israel. Pakistan's
military leadership simultaneously condemned the
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attacks, warning that strikes on Saudi energy facilities
risk undermining diplomatic efforts and destabilizing
the region. [Arab News 1]

Days later, during a visit to Islamabad by Saudi Finance
Minister Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Jadaan, both
sides emphasized expanding cooperation in trade,
investment, and economic development. [Arab News
2]

In parallel, defense cooperation intensified. On April
11, Pakistan deployed an air force contingent,
including fighter and support aircraft, to a Saudi air
base under a bilateral defense arrangement concluded
in 2025, which frames attacks on either country as a
shared security concern. The deployment is aimed at
enhancing joint operational readiness and reflects
ongoing military coordination amid heightened
regional instability. [Arab News 3]

The alignment took on added significance on April 12,
when the United Arab Emirates (UAE) demanded
repayment of USD 3.5 billion in deposits—equivalent
to roughly one-fifth of Pakistan’s foreign exchange
reserves. The move, coming shortly after Pakistan's
mediation role in securing a temporary ceasefire in the
Iran war, was widely interpreted as a political signal of
dissatisfaction with Islamabad's stance, despite official
denials.

In response, Saudi Arabia and Qatar have assured
roughly USD 5 billion in financial support to help
stabilize Pakistan’s reserves and meet near-term
external obligations. While no formal agreement has
been publicly finalized, the assistance is expected to be
channeled through central bank deposits and
expanded financial facilities, including potential
extensions of Saudi oil financing arrangements,
following high-level discussions in Islamabad. [Defence
Security Asia] [South China Morning Post] [Anadolu
Ajansi]

Philippines welcomes planned US military
fuel depot

(ms) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
expressed support for a planned United States military
fuel depot in Mindanao, as Washington expands its
network of refueling hubs across the Western Pacific.

The proposed facility, expected to be operational by
2028, would be located in the Davao Gulf area and
form part of a broader U.S. logistics strategy to
strengthen regional military sustainment capabilities.
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Philippine Navy spokesperson Rear Admiral Roy
Vincent Trinidad said the AFP views the project as a
deterrence measure rather than a security risk. He
emphasized that any such facility would remain under
Philippine control and fall within existing defense
agreements, including the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement and the Visiting Forces
Agreement.

The U.S. Defense Logistics Agency has initiated a
bidding process for the project, which includes plans
for storage capacity of approximately 977,000 barrels
of fuel for naval and aviation operations.

On the one hand the location offers strategic access to
key maritime routes such as the Sulu Sea and Celebes
Sea, which are vital for both commercial and military
transit, on the other the depot is also expected to
support US and allied forces operating along the so-
called “first island chain,” a strategic defense line aimed
at countering China’s growing presence in the Indo-
Pacific region.

AFP Chief General Romeo Brawner Jr. reiterated the
military’'s commitment to safeguarding Philippine
sovereignty and maritime rights, particularly in the
West Philippine Sea, where tensions with China have
persisted.

The planned facility aligns with deepening defense
cooperation between Manila and Washington under
their longstanding Mutual Defense Treaty, as both
countries seek to enhance regional stability and crisis
response capabilities. [Inquirer] [PhilStar] [USNI]

India expands support to Seychelles

(Im) Relations between Seychelles and India have
continued to deepen in recent days, with a focus on
development support and coordination in response to
external pressures, including the ongoing Middle East
war.

On April 11, Seychelles’ foreign minister and India’s
external affairs minister met on the sidelines of the
Indian Ocean Conference — a regional forum for
political and strategic dialogue among Indian Ocean
states —, where they reviewed bilateral relations and
exchanged views on the impact of ongoing war in the
Middle East on the region. Both countries
acknowledged their exposure to disruptions in energy
supply and broader economic effects and agreed on
the need to strengthen cooperation and resilience.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-ijd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-ijh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-ijk/

At the operational level, India has begun implementing
its previously announced USD 175 million Special
Economic Package agreed during the February state
visit of the Seychellois president to India. As part of this
package, India delivered 250 metric tons of foodgrains
to Seychelles on April 8, with further consignments
expected.

The package includes USD 125 million in a Line of
Credit and USD 50 million in grant assistance,
supporting infrastructure, capacity building, and
maritime security. [Seychelles News Agency 1]
[Seychelles News Agency 2]

China grants USD 27 million to support
Seychelles’ development priorities

(Im) The government of Seychelles announced on April
10 that China will provide a grant of RMB 100 million
(approximately USD 27 million) to support the
country’'s development priorities, following high-level
bilateral engagements.

The announcement was made during a meeting
between the Chinese ambassador to Seychelles and
the foreign affairs minister, where both sides
reaffirmed long-standing bilateral relations and
reviewed the outcomes of the recent visit by the
Chinese vice president.

In addition to financial support, both sides agreed to
expand cooperation in capacity building. This includes
a series of training programs for Seychellois
participants between May and June, covering areas
such as agricultural technology, innovation, and South-
South cooperation. [Seychelles News Agency, in
French]

EU and Seychelles sign new fisheries
agreement through 2030

(Im) The European Union and Seychelles have
concluded a new four-year fisheries agreement,
securing continued EU access to tuna stocks in the
Indian Ocean in exchange for financial support and
cooperation on sustainable maritime policies .

The Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement
(SFPA), covering the period from 2026 to 2030, will see
the EU provide EUR 5.8 million (USD 6.8 million)
annually to Seychelles. Of this, EUR 3 million (USD 3.5
million) is earmarked specifically for strengthening the
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country’s fisheries management and maritime
governance.

In return, EU vessels will regain access to Seychelles’
waters, with up to 30 purse-seine vessels and eight
longliners authorized to operate in its exclusive
economic zone, primarily targeting tuna. Fishing
activities had been temporarily suspended following
the expiration of the previous agreement earlier this
year.

Seychelles, a key player in the global tuna industry, had
initially sought a significantly larger increase in
financial contributions but ultimately agreed to a more
modest adjustment. [SES]

US removes disputed trade data with
Singapore as probe into global imbalances
continues

(ms) The United States has withdrawn what Singapore
described as an “inaccurate” trade figure that had been
used to justify a broader investigation into global trade
imbalances involving more than a dozen economies.

Singapore officials said the earlier US data incorrectly
suggested the city-state ran a trade surplus with the
United States, contributing to concerns about global
manufacturing overcapacity. In reality, Singapore
recorded a trade deficit with the US in 2024, according
to its government.

The correction comes amid ongoing US trade probes
targeting multiple economies as Washington reviews
supply chains, industrial capacity, and potential
distortions in global trade flows. These investigations
are part of a wider effort to address perceived
imbalances and protect domestic industries.

Singapore, a major global trading hub heavily reliant
on exports and re-exports, has submitted its own data
to US authorities and is seeking clarification on the
basis for the investigation.

Officials in Singapore have cautioned against
speculation while the review is ongoing, emphasizing
the importance of accurate data in shaping trade
policy decisions.

The episode highlights how statistical discrepancies
can influence trade disputes, particularly at a time of
heightened scrutiny over global supply chains and
industrial competition.
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Australia and Singapore strengthen
energy ties amid global fuel supply crisis

(ms) Australia and Singapore have pledged closer
cooperation on energy security as global fuel supplies
remain under pressure following disruptions linked to
the Middle East conflict.

During talks in Singapore on April 10, Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese and Singaporean Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong agreed to ensure the
continued flow of key energy supplies, including diesel
and liquefied natural gas.

The agreement comes as supply chains remain
strained after the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical chokepoint through which around 20 percent of
global oil and gas previously transited. Shipping traffic
through the route remains heavily disrupted despite a
fragile ceasefire, contributing to volatility in global
energy markets.

Australia has been particularly affected due to its
reliance on imports, with around 84 percent of its
petroleum demand sourced from abroad. Singapore,
Asia’s largest oil trading hub, plays a central role,
supplying roughly 26 percent of Australia’s refined fuel
imports, including petrol and diesel.

In recent weeks, tight domestic supply and panic
buying have led to fuel shortages at some Australian
petrol stations, raising concerns for key sectors such as
agriculture and mining.

At the same time, the energy relationship is reciprocal.
Australia supplies about one-third of Singapore’s
liquefied natural gas imports, reinforcing mutual
dependence between the two economies. [gCaptain]
[Reuters]

Japan, South Korea political and defense
engagements underscore renewed
alignment amid North Korea threat

(co) A high-level political meeting in Seoul and parallel
defense consultations highlight deepening South
Korea-Japan coordination as both countries respond
to escalating North Korean missile activity and seek to
consolidate recent improvements in bilateral ties.
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South Korean President Lee Jae Myung met former
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba in Seoul on
April 8. Both sides pointed to the stabilization of
relations and momentum generated through recent
high-level exchanges. Ishiba reaffirmed that improving
ties with South Korea had been a central diplomatic
priority during his tenure (October 2024-October 2025)
and expressed confidence in continued progress under
current Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi. [The Korea
Times] [The Korea Herald]

In parallel, defense chiefs from both countries—South
Korea's Ahn Gyu-back and Japan'’s Shinjiro Koizumi—
held a virtual meeting the same day to address
mounting security concerns following North Korea's
latest missile launches. The ministers shared
intelligence on Pyongyang's recent tests, which
included multiple short-range ballistic missiles fired on
April 7 and 8, marking its fourth and fifth launches of
the year (see article in this edition).

Both sides reaffirmed the importance of close
coordination with the United States and emphasized
strengthening trilateral security cooperation to
enhance deterrence and maintain regional stability,
signaling a continued convergence of political and
defense priorities in response to North Korea's
advancing capabilities. [Euronews] [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea-U.S. air drill highlights
evolving joint warfighting posture

(dqgl) South Korea and the U.S. have launched the first
iteration of the biannual Freedom Flag air exercise at
Gwangju Air Base, signaling a deepening shift in
alliance dynamics as Seoul prepares to assume greater
operational leadership under the planned transfer of
wartime operational control (OPCON).

Running from April 10 to 24, the large-scale drill brings
together a broad mix of fourth- and fifth-generation
aircraft—including F-35A stealth fighters, F-15K and KF-
16 jets, as well as U.S. F-16s, AWACS platforms, and
unmanned systems—designed to test interoperability
across increasingly complex, multi-domain scenarios.
The exercise emphasizes integrated operations such as
defensive counter air, interdiction, and close air
support, coordinated through a joint Mission Planning
Cell operating continuously to refine shared tactics and
procedures.

Beyond its operational scope, the exercise reflects a
strategic recalibration within the alliance. South


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-iti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-iti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-itd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-ith/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-itk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-itk/

Korea's leadership role in this iteration highlights its
growing capacity to command combined forces, a key
prerequisite for OPCON transfer, long seen as a
milestone in redefining the U.S.-ROK security
relationship from one of dependency toward greater
parity and autonomy.

The focus on integrating advanced platforms and
employing virtual adversary systems further
underscores a shift toward high-intensity, technology-
driven warfare preparation, mirroring lessons from
contemporary conflicts. At the same time, the scale
and sophistication of the drill serve as a signal of
sustained deterrence amid a volatile regional security
environment, particularly in light of North Korea's
advancing missile capabilities. [Grand Pinnacle
Tribune]

While officially framed as defensive, the exercise
carries broader geopolitical messaging, reaffirming
alliance cohesion, demonstrating readiness to operate
as a unified force, and highlighting Washington’s
continued military commitment to the Korean
Peninsula, even as operational responsibilities are
gradually redistributed.

Poland, South Korea elevate ties with
focus on defense and strategic industries

(dql) South Korea and Poland have upgraded their
bilateral relationship to a comprehensive strategic
partnership, marking a significant deepening of
defense and industrial cooperation during Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk’s visit to Seoul on April 13—the
first by a Polish leader in nearly three decades.

At the summit with President Lee Jae Myung, both
sides reaffirmed commitment to implementing their
2022 framework agreement—valued at USD 44.2
billion—covering major arms exports, technology
transfers, and local production in Poland. Lee
emphasized that cooperation goes beyond
procurement to include joint production, technology
transfers, and workforce training, highlighting that
South Korean systems—such as K2 tanks, K9 self-
propelled howitzers, FA-50 light-attack aircraft, and
Chunmoo multiple rocket launchers—are already
deployed as part of Poland’s defense posture.

Beyond defense, the two countries agreed to broaden
cooperation into advanced industries, science and
technology, space, energy supply chains, and
infrastructure, reflecting a shift toward more
diversified and future-oriented engagement.
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Both leaders also highlighted the importance of
stabilizing global supply chains amid ongoing
geopolitical disruptions, including the conflict in the
Middle East. [Anadolu Ajansi] [Euronews]

South Korea engages Iran to secure
shipping amid Hormuz tensions

(dqgl) South Korea has begun sharing information with
Iran on vessels linked to Seoul stranded near the Strait
of Hormuz, signaling a shift toward more direct
diplomatic engagement to safeguard maritime transit
amid renewed US-Iran tensions.

The move coincides with a visit to Tehran by a special
envoy from Seoul, who is holding consultations with
senior Iranian officials on the safety of South Korean
ships, crew members, and broader freedom of
navigation. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

Officials indicated that the information-sharing is part
of wider coordination efforts rather than a request for
preferential treatment for specific vessels. Currently,
26 South Korea-related ships with 173 crew members
are reportedly awaiting safe passage near the strait.

The initiative follows a fragile ceasefire announced
earlier in April that has since come under strain, with
renewed escalation—including a US naval blockade—
raising risks for commercial shipping in one of the
world’s most critical energy corridors. Seoul, heavily
dependent on Middle Eastern energy imports, appears
increasingly focused on mitigating disruptions through
pragmatic diplomacy.

In parallel, the government is reviewing additional
humanitarian assistance to the Middle East, to be
delivered through international organizations and kept
separate from maritime negotiations. [The Korea
Herald]

South Korea-Israel tensions flare up over
Gaza war footage and human rights
claims

(dqgl) A diplomatic row has emerged between South
Korea and Israel after South Korean President Lee Jae
Myung shared footage depicting alleged abuse of
Palestinians by Israeli soldiers, prompting a sharp
rebuke from Israel's foreign ministry.
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Lee circulated a verified video from 2024 showing
Israeli troops pushing Palestinian bodies from a
rooftop in the occupied West Bank, drawing historical
parallels to “Jewish massacre or wartime killings” and
calling for scrutiny if the incident were confirmed.

Israel rejected the move as politically motivated and
accused Lee of amplifying “anti-Israeli” narratives
based on an outdated case, asserting the incident had
already been investigated—though without disclosing
outcomes. [The Mirror]

Seoul sought to contain the fallout, framing Lee's
remarks as a general appeal to uphold universal
human rights rather than a targeted critique of Israel.
However, Lee escalated the exchange, accusing Israel
of ignoring global concern over alleged violations of
international law and human rights norms.

The underlying incident—reportedly involving multiple
Palestinian victims—had previously drawn
condemnation from Palestinian authorities, while data
from monitoring groups suggests a pattern of limited
accountability in investigations into Israeli military
conduct. [Al Jazeera]

Domestically, Lee escalated the political dispute over
his social media comments on alleged Israeli military
abuses, sharply criticizing opposition figures for what
he described as uninformed and misplaced
interference.

In a pointed post using metaphors drawn from the
board game Go, Lee accused critics—primarily
conservatives—of “kibitzing” beyond their competence
and prioritizing partisan attacks over substantive
global issues. He argued that the opposition was
fixating on domestic political gains while ignoring
broader humanitarian concerns. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea's e-arrival card revision
defuses Taiwan labeling dispute

(ak) South Korea has removed contentious fields from
its electronic arrival card system, effectively resolving a
dispute over the designation of Taiwan without
formally altering its labeling policy.

The issue arose after Seoul's digital entry system listed
Taiwan as “Taiwan (China),” prompting Taipei to
demand revisions and threaten reciprocal changes to
its own immigration designations. Rather than
modifying the label directly, South Korea eliminated
the “previous departure place” and “next destination”
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fields altogether for all travelers, thereby removing the
source of contention.

Seoul has framed the change as a routine
administrative measure aimed at simplifying entry
procedures and aligning the digital system with
existing paper forms. However, the timing—following
Taiwan's protest and implicit deadline—suggests a
calibrated, face-saving adjustment that avoids taking
an explicit position on Taiwan’s political status. [Focus
Taiwan 1] [Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan's Foreign Ministry has welcomed the move,
signaling a de-escalation of the dispute. The episode
underscores the continued diplomatic sensitivity
surrounding Taiwan'’s international designation and
highlights how technical or procedural changes are
often used to manage politically charged issues in the
absence of formal diplomatic recognition. [Taipei
Times]

China assures Sri Lanka on fuel supply
stability amid Middle East crisis

(dgl) China has sought to reassure Sri Lanka over fuel
security amid growing global uncertainty linked to the
Middle East conflict, with Ambassador Qi Zhenhong
stating that the country will not face supply disruptions
and can rely on continued Chinese support.

Speaking at a Buddhist college in Kandy, the
ambassador said that while several countries are
experiencing fuel supply pressures due to instability in
a key energy-producing region, Sri Lanka's position
remains secure. He indicated that, if needed, fuel
distribution could be supported through state-owned
oil and gas Sinopec, which operates in Sri Lanka,
ensuring continuity of supply. [Jaffna Monitor]

The assurances come as concerns mount over the
potential impact of tensions in the Middle East—
central to global oil flows—on fuel availability and
prices. In parallel, Beijing reiterated its broader
commitment to supporting Sri Lanka's economic
stability, emphasizing longstanding bilateral ties and
readiness to assist in times of external shock.

Qi's assurance comes amid a broader pattern of
China’s strategic competition with India for influence in
Sri Lanka, particularly in critical infrastructure and
supply chains. Colombo’s response continues to reflect
a balancing strategy, engaging multiple partners to
manage both economic vulnerabilities and geopolitical
pressures. [ORF]
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Sri Lanka hosts Pakistan navy ships for
joint exercise in Colombo

(dqgl) On April 12, Pakistan Navy vessels Taimur and
Aslat arrived at the Port of Colombo on a goodwill visit.

During their port call, the vessels are scheduled to
participate in the 5th iteration of the bilateral naval
exercise LION STAR with the Sri Lanka Navy in waters
off Colombo.

The exercise is expected to enhance operational
interoperability and deepen cooperation between the
two navies, particularly in areas such as maritime
security and coordinated naval operations. [Daily
Mirror]

Taiwan signals push to deepen ties with
Canada

(ak/dqgl) Taiwanese Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim has
reaffirmed Taiwan's intent to expand cooperation with
Canada across energy, public health and technology,
as Taipei seeks to strengthen alignment with like-
minded partners amid growing geopolitical and supply
chain pressures.

During talks with a Canadian Senate delegation on
April 9, Hsiao highlighted collaboration under the
Global Cooperation and Training Framework (GCTF),
which facilitates joint initiatives with partners including
the United States, Japan and the United Kingdom in
areas such as public health, SME development and
countering disinformation.

She also thanked Canada for its continued support for
Taiwan's international participation, particularly in
global health, where Taipei remains excluded from key
institutions.

She emphasized shared interests in safeguarding
cross-strait stability and advancing economic security,
noting complementarities between Taiwan’s
semiconductor sector and Canada'’s strengths in
aerospace and healthcare.

The Middle East crisis, she added, has reinforced the
need for diversified energy cooperation and resilient
growth strategies. [Taiwan Today] [Office of the
President, in Chinese]
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In a separate meeting, Deputy Foreign Minister Chen
Ming-chi has underscored Taiwan’s intent to deepen
engagement with Canada across trade, technology and
security-related domains.

Discussions focused on expanding cooperation in
areas including semiconductors, artificial intelligence,
communications resilience and energy security,
alongside public health and efforts to counter foreign
information manipulation. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan ranks as Canada’s second-largest investment
partner in Asia and its sixth-largest trading partner
globally.

Taiwan retaliates over Denmark’s Taiwan
“China” designation in diplomatic
escalation

(ak) Taiwan has revoked certain privileges for Danish
representatives in response to Denmark’s continued
classification of Taiwanese nationals as “China” on
residence permits, marking a calibrated escalation in a
politically sensitive sovereignty dispute.

Taiwan's foreign ministry has urged Copenhagen to
correct what it calls an “erroneous nationality
designation” and align with prevailing EU practices,
warning that failure to do so could damage Denmark’s
standing in Taiwan and strain bilateral relations. While
the specific measures remain undisclosed, officials
indicated that further steps remain under review.

The dispute reflects the heightened sensitivity
surrounding Taiwan's international designation, where
naming conventions serve as proxies for sovereignty
recognition. [Taipei Times] [Scandasia]

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te to visit
Eswatini

(ak) Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te will visit Eswatini,
its sole diplomatic ally in Africa, from April 22 to 26,
2026. Lai will attend the 40th anniversary of King
Mswati Ill's accession and the monarch’s 58th birthday.
It will be Lai's first overseas journey since November
2024 and avoids US transits that irk China.

Taiwan provides substantial aid to Eswatini, including
antiviral drugs in 2021 for the king's COVID recovery.
[Reuters] [Focus Taiwan]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-idi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-idd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-idh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-idk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-idu/

Taiwan advances economic diplomacy in
Marshall Islands under allies support
framework

(ak/dqgl) Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung has led an
economic and trade delegation to the Marshall Islands,
advancing Taipei's Diplomatic Allies Prosperity Project
as part of efforts to reinforce ties with one of its
remaining formal partners. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Taiwan]

The Diplomatic Allies Prosperity Project is Taiwan's
structured effort to use economic cooperation,
investment, and development assistance to sustain
diplomatic allies and embed long-term strategic
partnerships in the face of growing geopolitical
pressure.

During the visit, Lin—acting as President Lai Ching-te's
special envoy—held talks with President Hilda C. Heine
and senior officials, while overseeing business-
matching events involving more than 60 Taiwanese
firms across sectors including clean energy, logistics
and ICT.

He announced an additional USD 1 million contribution
to an existing women's entrepreneurship loan scheme,
originally established in 2019 with equal funding from
both sides. The initiative is designed to expand access
to credit for women-led businesses and promote
inclusive economic growth in the Pacific partner state.

In parallel, Taiwan and the Marshall Islands signed a
new memorandum of understanding to establish an
“economic resilience loan fund,” expected to include a
credit guarantee mechanism to ease financing
constraints for local firms and support business
expansion.

The visit also saw the first committee meeting under
the 2025 bilateral Economic Cooperation Agreement
and a business forum involving a broad Taiwanese
industry delegation, signaling efforts to translate
political ties into concrete trade and investment
linkages.

The trip highlighted development-focused cooperation,
including a telemedicine center at Majuro Hospital,
underscoring Taiwan's use of technical assistance and
investment to deepen engagement with diplomatic
allies. [Taiwan Today] [Focus Taiwan]
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Thailand’s delay in border commission
talks and review of maritime agreement
highlight renewed border sensitivities
with Cambodia

(dql) Citing incomplete domestic procedures, Thailand
has indicated it is not yet ready to attend the Joint
Boundary Commission (JBC) meeting proposed by
Cambodia for April 17-25, as Phnom Penh continues to
push for renewed engagement on long-pending border
demarcation. [Khmer Times]

In response to Cambodia’s formal invitation for
Thailand to join the meeting, Thai Foreign Minister
Sihasak Phuangketkeow stated that Bangkok is not yet
ready to attend the meeting proposed, as changes to
the composition and structure of Thailand's JBC
delegation must first be finalized. These include formal
approval of a new commission framework and the
appointment of representatives from relevant state
agencies.

Sihasak also cautioned against expectations of rapid
progress, noting that even if convened, the meeting
would not immediately result in boundary
demarcation. He emphasized the technical nature of
the commission’s work, indicating that leadership
should rest with subject-matter experts rather than
political figures.

Further discussions may take place on the sidelines of
the upcoming ASEAN summit in May. [Bangkok Post]

In parallel, Sihasak addressed the status of bilateral
agreements, reaffirming the government'’s policy
stance on MOU 43 and MOU 44—two key agreements
governing boundary management. MOU 43 provides
the framework for land boundary demarcation
through the Joint Boundary Commission (JBC),
including the use of maps and technical surveys. By
contrast, MOU 44 establishes provisional
arrangements for managing overlapping maritime
claims in the Gulf of Thailand, including joint
development of offshore resources pending
delimitation.

He indicated that the foreign ministry would initiate
formal procedures to propose revoking the 2001 MOU
44, with the matter to be reviewed by the National
Security Council before submission to the Cabinet. The
move marks a policy shift that could reopen sensitive
disputes spanning overlapping maritime claims,
offshore resources, and adjacent land boundary
issues.
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By contrast, MOU 43, signed in 2000, will undergo a
more comprehensive and consultative process, with
any final decision requiring full cabinet consensus.
[Pattaya Mail] [The Nation 1]

Sihasak’s statements came after Thailand has pushed
back against allegations of military encroachment
along the Cambodia border, with the Joint Information
Centre (JIC) affirming that Thai forces in the Chong
Chom area of northeastern Surin province remain
within agreed positions and are acting in response to
security threats rather than asserting control beyond
its territory.

The clarification stresses Thailand’s adherence to the
December 2025 General Border Committee (GBC) joint
statement, under which both sides committed to
maintaining existing troop deployments and avoiding
actions that could alter the status quo. Authorities
state there has been no reinforcement or repositioning
of Thai forces.

Bangkok characterizes its presence as a defensive and
preventive measure, citing intelligence that Cambodian
forces had previously used the area as a base for
attacks. It also points to the discovery of a large-scale
scam operation at the site—featuring foreign SIM
cards, multilingual scripts and related infrastructure—
as evidence of broader transnational threats
necessitating security action. [The Nation 2]

Timor-Leste: Public works minister visits
Indonesia to strengthen infrastructure
capacity

(ms) Timor-Leste's Minister of Public Works, Samuel
Marcal, conducted an official visit to Indonesia to
enhance the country's capacity to manage and
maintain heavy equipment used in infrastructure
projects.

The delegation visited Jakarta, Surabaya, and Bekasi,
meeting with industry representatives and inspecting
technical facilities to assess maintenance systems and
operational standards. The government is seeking to
improve the sustainability of public investments,
particularly in road construction and disaster
response.

Officials requested Indonesian companies to establish
local representation in Timor-Leste to ensure faster
technical support and spare parts availability.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-ihi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-ihd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkize-l-ihh/

The visit also explored training programs for local
personnel and forms part of broader efforts to
strengthen infrastructure management and
operational efficiency. [Government of Timor-Leste]

South Korea backs forestry, nutrition
programs in Timor-Leste with USD funding

(ms) Timor-Leste has approved agreements with South
Korea's international development agency to support
forestry restoration and food security programs,
backed by grants totaling about USD 13.2 million.

A USD 6 million forestry project will run for six years in
Baucau and Manatuto, focusing on ecosystem
restoration, nursery modernization, and institutional
strengthening. A separate USD 7.2 million nutrition
program will be implemented over five years across
multiple municipalities, targeting school feeding, food
fortification, and agricultural supply chains.

The initiatives address persistent malnutrition, with 47
percent of children under five affected, as the
government seeks to reduce stunting rates by 2030.
[Plataforma Media]

Laos and Vietnam railway agreement
signed to boost regional connectivity and
trade

(hn) The Lao Government and Laos-Vietnam Railway
Co. Ltd have officially signed a concession agreement
covering the design, construction, financing, operation,
and maintenance of the Laos-Vietnam railway,
including the 147km section from Thakhek in
Khammouane Province to the Mu Gia border crossing
with Vietnam. The project is considered a key national
priority, supporting Laos's strategy to build a more self-
reliant economy in line with major Party resolutions
and its 10th five-year socio-economic development
plan.

The railway is expected to play a crucial role in
boosting regional and global integration by facilitating
trade, investment, and the movement of goods and
services. A major strategic benefit is its ability to
transform Laos from a landlocked country into a
landlinked one, providing access to maritime routes
through Vietnam’s Viing Ang Port. In the longer term,
the railway is envisioned as part of a broader transport
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corridor connecting Vietnam, Laos, China, and even
Europe via the existing Laos-China railway network.

With a total planned length of approximately 562km,
the Laos-Vietnam railway is also seen as a symbol of
deepening bilateral cooperation. It is expected to
strengthen the longstanding friendship, special
solidarity, and comprehensive strategic partnership
between Laos and Vietnam while contributing to
regional connectivity and economic development.
[Viethamnews]

Iran and Vietnam coordinate to ensure
safe passage through Hormuz Strait amid
conflict

(hn) Iran and Vietnam are actively coordinating to
facilitate the safe passage of Vietnamese vessels
through the Strait of Hormuz, a key global shipping
route that has been severely disrupted by ongoing
conflict involving Iran, the United States, and Israel.
Iranian officials confirmed that relevant agencies from
both countries are in close contact and discussing
measures to ensure safer maritime transit, with
expectations that clearer outcomes may emerge soon.

The Strait of Hormuz, which typically handles around
one-fifth of global oil supplies, has faced significant
disruptions since late February due to attacks on
vessels, mines, and missile threats, discouraging
commercial shipping. The instability has created
challenges not only for Iran but also for countries
worldwide that depend on this critical trade route.

In response, Vietnam'’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
been working closely with domestic agencies, including
the Ministry of Construction, as well as diplomatic
missions in the Middle East to monitor the situation
and maintain communication with affected vessels and
crew members. Since the early stages of the conflict,
Vietnam has actively engaged with relevant parties,
particularly Iran, to request support and favorable
conditions to ensure the safety and timely transit of its
ships.

Iranian authorities have begun handling necessary
procedures related to the movement of Viethamese
vessels, while Vietnamese agencies continue
coordinating with shipping companies to complete
required documentation and technical arrangements.
At the same time, Vietnam is preparing contingency
plans to provide assistance and safeguard its ships and
sailors amid the ongoing geopolitical tensions.
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Overall, the joint efforts reflect both countries’
commitment to maintaining maritime safety and
minimizing disruptions to trade, even as the situation
in the Strait of Hormuz remains complex and
uncertain. [Tuoitrenews1][Tuoitrenews2]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

15 April 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Belfer
Center, USA

Current Challenges For Global Nuclear Governance

This panel discussion examines mounting challenges
to global nuclear governance, focusing on the roles
and limitations of key institutions such as the
International Atomic Energy Agency and the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty amid
renewed U.S. debate over nuclear testing. It explores
how geopolitical rivalry, noncompliance concerns, and
technological advances are straining existing
frameworks, and considers pathways to strengthen
verification, enforcement, and international
cooperation. For more information and registration,
visit [Belfer Center].

15 April 2026 @ 2:30-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Ukraine’'s Economy: Current Realities and
Future Prospects

This webcast examines how four years of war have
reshaped Ukraine’s economy, affecting economic
performance, investment patterns, and key sectors. It
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also assesses prospects for recovery and
reconstruction, and the country’s broader economic
outlook going forward. For more information and
registration, please see [CSIS].

16 April 2026 @ 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (GMT+7),
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Thailand’'s 2026 General Election:
Machines Over Movements?

This webinar examines the outcomes of Thailand's
2026 general election, which produced a fragmented
and unexpected political landscape marked by
Bhumijaithai's rise, the People’s Party’'s urban
consolidation, and Pheu Thai's decline. It explores the
implications for government formation, coalition
dynamics, and the broader trajectory of Thailand's
democracy amid concerns over electoral irregularities
and structural power networks.

For more information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

20 April 2026 @ 6:00-7:15 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

Al and National Security: Who's Really in
Control?

This hybrid event explores the growing tensions over
control of artificial intelligence, highlighted by the
unprecedented designation of a leading Al company as
a national security threat, and what this reveals about
the balance of power between governments and
private actors. Bringing together perspectives from
research, journalism, the military, and industry, it
examines accountability, governance, and the
implications for democracy, global order, and security
when Al systems become central to state decision-
making. For more information and registration, visit
[Chatham House].

20 April 2026 @ 1:30-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Belfer
Center, USA

France’s Changing Nuclear Posture,
Doctrine, and Force Structure:
Implications for European Security
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This hybrid event examines France's evolving nuclear
deterrence posture following President Emmanuel
Macron's March 2026 speech introducing the concept
of “forward deterrence” in response to shifting
European security dynamics. It explores the
implications for European defense, including increased
coordination, modernization of France's arsenal, and
the future of nuclear strategy amid uncertainties
surrounding U.S. extended deterrence. For more
information and registration, visit [Belfer Center].

21 April 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

Climate Finance as a Tool for Global
Stability

This event examines how early climate investment in
adaptation, food systems, and water security can
mitigate risks of conflict and displacement. It also
explores the role of international financial institutions
and innovative partnerships in advancing preventive,
stability-focused climate action. For more information
and registration, visit [Stimson Center].

21 April 2026 @ 6:30-8:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

Carney or Takaichi? How Allies Are
Managing the US

This hybrid event examines Japan’s decision under
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi to deepen its alliance
with the United States at a time when trust in America
is weakening even as support for close security ties
remains strong across the Indo-Pacific. It explores
whether Japan's strategy reflects an accurate reading
of U.S. politics and regional geopolitics, and what this
means for the broader strategic choices facing middle
powers. For more information and registration, visit
[ALA].

21 April 2026 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+2), European
Council of Foreign Relations (ECFR) Berlin, Germany

From rupture to re-ordering: Middle
powers and Europe’s choices
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This online panel addresses the question on how
middle powers are reshaping the international system
as U.S. dominance recedes and competing models
advanced by China and Russia gain traction. Drawing
on recent policy research, it explores new strategies
for autonomy and influence—from connectivity and
development governance to conflict mediation—and
assesses how Europe can engage with these emerging
formats to shape a more plural and evolving global
order. For more information, visit [ECFR].

21 April 2026 @ 4:00 p.m. (GMT+2), German Institute
for Global and Area Studies (GIGA), Germany

Conflict Economies and Multi-Alignment:
Structural Drivers of War and
Peacebuilding Failure in Yemen

This webinar analyzes the structural drivers behind
Yemen's protracted conflict, introducing the concept of
a “polycentric rentier-conflict economy” to explain how
fragmented revenue systems, external patronage, and
business-militia alliances sustain the war. It also
assesses why conventional peacebuilding efforts have
failed and outlines policy pathways—focused on
revenue consolidation, transparency, and inclusive
governance—to support a more sustainable peace. For
more information, visit [GIGA].

22 April 2026 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

The not-so-special relationship? Can UK-
US relations survive Trump 2.0?

This event explores the future of UK-US relations amid
a shifting geopolitical landscape and a more
transactional American approach under Trump 2.0,
drawing on insights from the House of Lords
International Relations and Defence Committee. It
explores the implications for British foreign, defense,
and economic policy, as well as the broader rules-
based order, while assessing how both countries can
adapt to an increasingly volatile strategic environment.
For more information and registration, visit [Chatham
House].

Recent and Upcoming Book Releases
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Homa Katouzian, Iran and the Revolution: A History,
Yale University Press, 352 pages, to be published April
21, 2026. For a review, see [Asian Review of Books].

Anthony King, Al, Automation, and War: The Rise of a
Military-Tech Complex, Princeton University Press, 240
pages, published August 19, 2025. For a review, see
[USNI].

Nicolas Niarchos, The Elements of Power: A Story of
War, Technology, and the Dirtiest Supply Chain on
Earth, Penguin Press, 480 pages, published January 20,
2026. For a review, see [The New York Times]

Kirill Shamiev, Imperfect Equilibrium: Civil-Military
Relations in Russian Defense Policymaking, Hurst
Publishers, 280 pages, to be published June 1, 2026.
For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The Global Studies Research Network invites paper
proposals for its Twentieth Global Studies
Conference “The Social Question Revisited:
Inequality, Ideology, and Interdependence,” to be
held onJuly 15-17, 2027, at Sorbonne University, Paris,
France, and online. The manuscript submission
deadline is June 15, 2027. For more information, see
[Global Studies Research Network].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
invites paper proposals for the conference “New
Technologies and International Legal
Accountability,” to be held on October 22-23, 2026.
The manuscript submission deadline is April 15, 2026.
For more information, see [ESIL].

The Empowering Network for International Thai
Studies at Chulalongkorn University invites full
paper submission for the 2026 Chulalongkorn Asian
Heritage Forum, to be held on November 6, 2026. The
submission deadline is June 30, 2026. For more
information, see [Chulalongkorn University].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Monitoring and Evaluation Analyst
(Nepal). The deadline for application submission is
April 22, 2026. For more information, see [UNDP].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Management Specialist (Sri Lanka). The
deadline for application submission is April 22, 2026.
For more information, see [FAOQ].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a
Regional Director - Arab States. The deadline for
application submission is May 21, 2026. For more
information, see [UN].

The European Council for Nuclear Research (CERN)
seeks a Legal Adviser (Geneva, Switzerland). The
deadline for application submission is April 28, 2026.
For more information, see [CERN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks
Deputy Director of Programs (Port-au-Prince, Haiti).
Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis, until the
position is filled. For more information, see [ICR].

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeks a General
Counsel (Manila, The Philippines). The deadline for
application submission is April 20, 2026. For more
information, see [ADB].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Chief of Branch - Programme
(Nairobi). The deadline for application submission is
April 24, 2026. For more information, see [UN].

Team:

Ariane Kolden (ak), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Beatrice Ong
(bo), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Christopher
Ocker (co), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felix Serna Calvo (fs), Hoa
Khanh Ngo (hn), Henning Glaser (hg), Jones Luka Naciri
Taoufik (jn), Lalitphat Rakprik (Ir), Linh Nguyen (In), Lucas
Meier (Im), May Thet Maung (may), Morten Strantzen (ms),
Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nat Ng Ther Li (nl), Nichapa
Boonphattanasoonthorn (ab), Sibghat Ullah (su), Sonia
Teo (st), Venus Phuangkom

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: contact@cpg-online.de.

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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