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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week´s AiR issue updating you on the

latest events, developments and trends in domestic

politics, international relations and geopolitics in East

Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, I extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates England’s Saint

George’s Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Reports signal evolving system of

control of minorities in Xinjiang

(ms) For several years, China’s policies in the Xinjiang

region—home to the predominantly Muslim Uyghur

minority—have been at the center of international

debate. Earlier reporting documented large-scale

internment camps and mass detentions between 2017

and 2019, which Beijing described as vocational

training programs but which critics characterized as

systemic repression. While Chinese authorities have

since argued that these measures have been scaled

back, recent reports suggest that state control may

have changed in form rather than diminished.

According to an article by researcher Adrian Zenz,

based on interviews with a former police officer who

served in Xinjiang, the system has reportedly shifted

from highly visible mass internment toward more

decentralized and less visible forms of coercion. The



account suggests that this transition may aim to

maintain control while reducing international scrutiny.

A central element described in the report is the use of

short-term, rotating detentions. Rather than relying

primarily on long-term internment, individuals may

reportedly be detained for shorter periods—often up

to 15 days—for a range of alleged infractions. These,

according to the testimony cited, can include failing to

attend state-organized activities, refusing assigned

work, or not fully complying with administrative

directives. While limited in duration, such detentions

are described as intentionally harsh and designed to

reinforce compliance.

The same account also refers to earlier detention

practices, alleging severe conditions including

overcrowding, physical abuse, and deaths in custody.

These claims, if accurate, are presented as having

contributed to a broader climate of fear that continues

to influence behavior even as methods have evolved.

Beyond detention practices, the report further claims

that restrictions extend into everyday life. These

reportedly include limitations on religious practices

such as prayer or fasting, as well as constraints on

cultural and linguistic expression, including the use of

the Uyghur language in education. Observers cited in

the report argue that such measures could contribute

to long-term cultural assimilation.

The article also highlights labor transfer programs,

which Chinese authorities describe as poverty

alleviation initiatives. However, according to the

testimony referenced, participation in these programs

may in some cases involve coercive elements, including

administrative pressure or the threat of detention.

Individuals are said to be transferred to work

placements, sometimes far from their home regions.

In addition, the report suggests that these policies may

have broader social effects, including demographic

changes in some rural areas. As described in the

testimony, the removal of working-age adults through

detention or labor transfers could alter community

structures and place additional strain on remaining

populations.

Taken together, these claims indicate that the system

in Xinjiang may have evolved into a more diffuse and

less visible form of control. While the most prominent

features of earlier policies may no longer be as

apparent, the report argues that underlying

mechanisms—if the accounts are accurate—continue

to shape daily life in the region. [Foreign Policy] [The

Spectator]
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China: Nine senior military figures

removed from parliament amid

disciplinary probes

(ms) China has removed nine senior military officers

from their positions as deputies to the National

People’s Congress (NPC), according to an official

bulletin released on April 17, in a move that signals

continued scrutiny within the armed forces.

The Standing Committee of the NPC announced that

Lieutenant General Li Wei, General Li Qiaoming,

General Shen Jintao, General Qin Shengxiang, General

Yu Zhongfu, Lieutenant General Wang Donghai, Major

General Bian Ruifeng, Major General Ding Laifu, and

Major General Yang Guang were dismissed due to

suspected “serious violations of discipline and law.”

The removals were approved during a meeting in late

February but disclosed publicly for the first time in the

latest report on representative qualifications.

Among those affected are high-ranking figures from

across the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), including

former commanders and senior officials linked to key

branches such as the navy and the rocket force. The

announcement provides rare insight into the scope of

ongoing disciplinary investigations within China’s

military leadership.

The report also revealed additional details about the

final positions held by two of the officials prior to their

removal. General Shen Jintao, former navy

commander, had been reassigned in 2021 to a full-

time role within the Central Military Commission’s

Strategic Planning Commission, a position sometimes

associated with transitional or less operational roles.

Analysts note that such appointments can reflect

either routine late-career adjustments or, in some

cases, a step preceding investigation.

Similarly, Major General Yang Guang, formerly

commander of a rocket force base, had been

transferred to a deputy command role within the

Hubei Provincial Military District. While retaining his

formal rank, the move represented a relative

downgrade in operational authority, which may be

interpreted as an early signal of declining standing.

Taken together, the removals highlight continued

efforts by Chinese authorities to enforce discipline

within the military, particularly among senior ranks.

The scale and seniority of the officials involved suggest

that internal oversight and anti-corruption measures



remain a priority within China’s defense establishment.

[People.cn]

China: Former defense executive Liu

Weidong sentenced in major anti-

corruption case

(ms) Liu Weidong, a former senior executive at state-

owned defense contractor China South Industries

Group, has been sentenced to 13 years in prison for

bribery, marking a significant development in China’s

ongoing anti-corruption campaign.

According to state media cited by Reuters, Liu accepted

more than CNY 41 million (around USD 6.1 million) in

bribes between 1999 and 2025 while holding senior

positions across major state-linked firms, including

China South Industries Group, Dongfeng Motor and

Changan Automobile.

The court found that Liu used his roles to assist

companies and individuals in securing business

opportunities and job promotions in exchange for illicit

payments. He pleaded guilty and expressed remorse

during the proceedings.

The case follows an earlier investigation launched in

2025 and reflects continued scrutiny of senior figures

in sectors considered strategically important, including

defense and automotive manufacturing. China South

Industries Group is a key state-owned enterprise

involved in the production of military equipment,

including infantry weapons and armored vehicles.

Liu’s prosecution and sentencing highlight Beijing’s

sustained efforts to target corruption within state-

owned enterprises, particularly in industries linked to

national security. Analysts note that such cases serve

both as enforcement actions and as signals of political

discipline within China’s industrial and defense sectors.

Taken together, the case underscores the ongoing role

of anti-graft measures as a central tool of governance

and control within China’s state-led economic system.

[Global Times] [Reuters]

China: Strong Q1 growth contrasts with

rising risks from Middle East conflict

(ms) China’s economy entered 2026 with stronger-

than-expected momentum, but growing geopolitical
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risks—particularly the ongoing conflict involving Iran—

are clouding the outlook for the remainder of the year.

China’s gross domestic product (GDP) expanded by 5.0

percent year-on-year in the first quarter, exceeding

analyst expectations of 4.8 percent and improving

from 4.5 percent in the previous quarter. The result

places growth at the upper end of the government’s

official annual target range of 4.5 to 5.0 percent, which

Beijing has described as its most ambitious target since

the early 1990s.

Growth was driven by multiple sectors. Industrial

output rose by 6.1 percent, while exports—measured

in U.S. dollars—surged by 14.7 percent, marking the

fastest pace since early 2022. Several major cities and

provinces, including Beijing, Hubei, Sichuan and

Henan, reported above-average regional growth rates

between 4.5 and 5.9 percent. The services sector

emerged as a key stabilising force, increasingly

supporting overall economic resilience.

The People’s Bank of China (PBOC) kept its benchmark

lending rates unchanged for the eleventh consecutive

month, with the one-year Loan Prime Rate (LPR) at 3.00

percent and the five-year rate at 3.50 percent. Market

participants widely expected this decision, with

economists noting that policymakers are likely to rely

on targeted measures rather than broad rate cuts in

the absence of a sharper slowdown.

China’s financial markets have shown tentative signs of

recovery. Asset managers and analysts point to

increasing attractiveness of Chinese assets as a relative

safe haven amid global uncertainty. Foreign investors

have reportedly increased allocations to Chinese

equities and bonds in recent months. Stabilisation in

property prices in top-tier cities has also been

interpreted as a potential sign that the prolonged

downturn in the real estate sector may be reaching its

bottom.

However, underlying challenges persist. On an annual

basis, new home prices declined by 3.4 percent in

March, marking the steepest drop in ten months, while

real estate investment fell by 11.2 percent in the first

quarter. The state-backed developer China Vanke

reported a net loss of approximately 88.6 billion yuan

for 2025 and continues to face refinancing pressures.

Retail sales growth remained subdued at 1.7 percent in

March, indicating that private consumption has yet to

recover meaningfully despite government support

measures.

Labor market conditions have also weakened. Youth

unemployment among those aged 16 to 24 rose to



16.9 percent in March, reversing a downward trend

observed since September 2024. The unemployment

rate for individuals aged 25 to 29 increased to 7.7

percent, while the overall urban unemployment rate

stood at 5.4 percent.

The most significant source of uncertainty remains the

conflict involving the United States, Israel and Iran,

ongoing since late February. As the world’s largest oil

importer and a highly export-dependent economy,

China is particularly exposed to the resulting energy

price shocks. Export growth slowed sharply to 2.5

percent in March after exceeding 20 percent in the first

two months of the year. Producer prices rose for the

first time in more than three years, reflecting

increasing cost pressures linked to higher energy

prices. China’s trade surplus also declined to its lowest

level in over a year. [BBC] [CNBC] [Global Times]

[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [Reuters 3] [Reuters 4] [Reuters

5] [Reuters 6] [Reuters 7] [South China Morning Post]

China: Limitation of fuel exports to secure

domestic supply

(ms) China has significantly reduced exports of refined

fuels, including diesel, gasoline and jet fuel, as

authorities prioritise domestic supply in response to

growing external uncertainties linked to the Iran

conflict.

Shipping data shows that fuel exports in April have

dropped sharply compared to earlier months, with

shipments to most international destinations falling to

a fraction of year-earlier levels. While not officially

announced as a ban, the curbs reflect tighter state

control over export volumes and allocation.

The measures come as global energy markets face

increasing strain due to disrupted crude flows through

the Strait of Hormuz, a key supply route. In response,

Beijing appears to be focusing on ensuring stable

domestic fuel availability, particularly as regional

refiners face difficulties securing crude inputs and

reducing output.

At the same time, China has continued to build up

crude oil reserves, providing a buffer that allows

refiners to maintain production levels despite expected

declines in imports. Analysts estimate that the country

has accumulated substantial stockpiles, enabling it to

sustain domestic supply even under prolonged

external disruptions.
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Despite the overall reduction in exports, China has

maintained selective shipments to neighbouring

countries, indicating a calibrated approach that

balances domestic priorities with regional energy

considerations.

Taken together, the policy reflects Beijing’s emphasis

on energy security and economic stability, highlighting

how domestic supply considerations are increasingly

shaping China’s role in global fuel markets. [Reuters 1]

[Reuters 2]

China: Potential sulphuric acid export halt

raises global supply concerns amid Iran

conflict

(ms) China is expected to halt exports of sulphuric acid

from May, a move that is already raising concerns over

disruptions to global fertiliser and mining supply

chains, particularly as tensions in the Middle East

continue to affect key trade routes.

According to industry sources, Beijing has introduced

restrictions that could amount to a de facto export

ban, aimed at ensuring sufficient domestic supply

during the peak agricultural season. The decision

comes as the Iran conflict disrupts shipments through

the Strait of Hormuz, a critical route for sulphur

exports and fertiliser inputs.

The combination of these developments is putting

upward pressure on prices and limiting availability in

global markets. China is the world’s largest exporter of

sulphuric acid, and its withdrawal removes a key

supply source for major importers including Chile,

Indonesia and India.

Sulphuric acid plays a central role in fertiliser

production, particularly phosphate-based fertilisers, as

well as in metal processing, including copper and

nickel extraction. As a result, supply constraints are

expected to ripple across both agricultural and

industrial sectors. Analysts note that the loss of

Chinese exports, combined with reduced sulphur flows

from the Middle East, leaves few short-term

alternatives.

For Beijing, the move reflects a prioritisation of

domestic food security over export revenues.

However, for global markets, it may act as a multiplier

of existing supply chain stress linked to the Iran

conflict, increasing costs and raising the risk of

shortages in fertiliser-dependent regions. [Reuters]

[South China Morning Post] [Supply Chain Digital]
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China: Brokerage consolidation

accelerates as Government pushes for

globally competitive financial giants

(ms) China is stepping up consolidation in its brokerage

sector as part of a broader strategy to build globally

competitive investment banks and asset managers.

Orient Securities announced plans to acquire rival

Shanghai Securities in a deal that would make it one of

the country’s top 10 brokerages. The combined entity

is expected to hold more than CNY 600 billion (USD 88

billion) in assets, highlighting the increasing scale of

China’s financial institutions.

The move reflects a clear policy direction from Beijing.

Authorities have been encouraging mergers and

restructuring across the country’s highly fragmented

brokerage industry, which is valued at around USD 1.7

trillion and includes more than 140 domestic and

foreign firms.

Officials argue that consolidation is necessary to

strengthen China’s financial sector and enable it to

compete more effectively with global players. Larger

firms are seen as better equipped to support capital

markets, facilitate overseas expansion and provide

more sophisticated financial services.

Recent deals underline this trend. The earlier merger

that created Guotai Haitong briefly produced China’s

largest brokerage by assets, illustrating how

consolidation is reshaping the competitive landscape.

Despite the push, challenges remain. The sector still

faces intense competition, regulatory constraints and

the need to develop capabilities comparable to leading

international firms. [Reuters]

China: Regulators fine major food delivery

platforms amid crackdown on safety

violations

(ms) China’s market regulator has imposed fines and

confiscations totaling CNY 3.6 billion (USD 527 million)

on seven major e-commerce and food delivery

platforms, marking one of the largest enforcement

actions in the sector in recent years.

The penalties target leading companies including

Meituan, JD.com, Pinduoduo, Alibaba’s Taobao and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-g/


ByteDance’s Douyin. Authorities said investigations

found widespread failures to verify vendor licenses

and ensure food safety standards, exposing

consumers to risks from unregulated sellers.

Regulators also highlighted the issue of so-called

“ghost kitchens,” where vendors operate without

proper physical locations or oversight, as well as

practices where orders are transferred between sellers

without customer knowledge.

The crackdown comes as competition intensifies in

China’s fast-growing food delivery and “instant retail”

market, where companies have aggressively used

discounts to gain market share. Officials have

increasingly warned against “race-to-the-bottom”

competition and signaled tighter oversight. [Macau

Business] [Reuters]

China: Successful deep-sea cable-cutting

tests with potential implications for

global undersea infrastructure

(ms) China has successfully tested a deep-sea device

capable of cutting underwater cables and pipelines at

depths of up to 3,500 metres, drawing attention to

potential strategic implications due to its dual-use

character.

The test was conducted by the research vessel Haiyang

Dizhi 2 during a recent deep-sea mission overseen by

the Ministry of Natural Resources. The successful test

is described as bridging the gap between laboratory

development and real-world deployment, indicating

the technology could soon be operational.

While the technology has clear civilian applications—

such as maintenance and repair of offshore oil and gas

pipelines—it has also raised concerns due to its

potential dual-use nature. Submarine cables are critical

infrastructure, carrying the vast majority of global

internet and communications data.

Depths of around 3,500 metres are particularly

relevant in several strategic maritime regions. In parts

of the Philippine Sea and areas east of Taiwan, ocean

depths frequently exceed 3,000 metres. Similarly,

waters south and east of Japan, including sections of

the Pacific Ocean, reach comparable or greater depths.

This means that the tested system could theoretically

operate in key areas where major international data

cables are routed.
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Most global subsea cables are laid at depths between

1,500 and 4,000 metres, placing them within the

operational range of the newly tested device. This

includes critical communication links connecting East

Asia with North America and other global networks.

[Marine Insight] [South China Morning Post]

China: Manned space mission extended to

test long-term space capabilities

(ms) China has extended the Shenzhou-21 astronaut

mission by about one month, lengthening the crew’s

stay aboard its Tiangong space station beyond the

planned six months.

The three astronauts—Zhang Hongzhang, Wu Fei and

commander Zhang Lu—launched in October 2025 and

have already spent more than five months in orbit. The

extension aims to further test technologies related to

long-duration human spaceflight, a key priority in

China’s expanding space program.

During the mission, the crew has carried out

maintenance and research tasks, including installing

space debris protection systems and inspecting

external equipment. Officials said the astronauts

remain in good physical condition. [Reuters] [The

Straits Times]

Japan: Parliament moves to revise

imperial house law amid succession

concerns

(dql) The parliament is preparing to consolidate its

position this year on revising the 1947 Imperial House

Law to stabilize the shrinking imperial family, with

amendments targeted during the current Diet session

through mid-July.

The initiative follows renewed cross-party

consultations and builds on political momentum

generated after Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s ruling

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) secured a

supermajority in the February Lower House election

(see AiR No. 6, February/2026, 2), although divisions—

particularly within the opposition—may complicate

swift passage.

The urgency stems from the limited pool of heirs to

Emperor Naruhito, currently restricted to three male

successors, with only one unmarried and eligible to
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continue the line. Two core reform options dominate

the debate: allowing female royals to retain imperial

status after marrying commoners and permitting the

adoption of male descendants from former imperial

branches.

While most parties signal support for both measures,

opposition forces remain cautious, especially regarding

the latter proposal, citing the need for careful scrutiny.

[The Mainichi]

Japan: Prime minister submits ritual

Yasukuni shrine offering 

(dql) Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi submitted a ritual

offering to Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine at the start of its

spring festival, maintaining a symbolic link to

nationalist constituencies while avoiding a personal

visit. The gesture follows established precedent among

recent leaders and was officially framed as a private

act, allowing the government to distance itself from

direct diplomatic repercussions.

The decision reflects a careful balancing act. Takaichi—

known for her conservative and hawkish positions—

has historically visited the shrine but has refrained

from doing so since assuming office in October, amid

already strained relations with China. Bilateral tensions

have intensified following her remarks in November

linking a potential Taiwan contingency to Japan’s

national security, prompting increased political and

economic pressure from Beijing.

Yasukuni Shrine remains a persistent flashpoint in

Northeast Asia due to its enshrinement of convicted

Class-A war criminals alongside Japan’s war dead. Visits

or offerings by senior officials routinely trigger criticism

from China and South Korea, which view such acts as

evidence of insufficient reckoning with Japan’s wartime

past.

The absence of a prime ministerial visit since Shinzo

Abe’s 2013 appearance demonstrates Tokyo’s

awareness of the diplomatic costs. At the same time,

continued engagement with the shrine by lawmakers

across party lines—including coalition partners and

planned cross-party visits—signals enduring domestic

political support for such gestures. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Government eases arms export

restrictions in major policy shift
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(dql) Japan has significantly relaxed its long-standing

restrictions on defense equipment exports, marking a

notable recalibration of its postwar security posture.

As Tokyo aims to bolster its domestic defense industry

while expanding cooperation with its security partners,

the Cabinet and National Security Council approved

revisions to the “three principles on transfer of defense

equipment and technology,” removing previous limits

that confined exports largely to noncombat categories

such as rescue and surveillance.

The “three principles on transfer of defense equipment

and technology,” introduced under Shinzo Abe in 2014,

regulate Japan’s arms exports by prohibiting transfers

to conflict zones or embargoed states, requiring strict

case-by-case approval, and ensuring end-use and re-

transfer controls. They were designed to balance

Japan’s pacifist postwar identity with a more active role

in international security cooperation.

The updated framework introduces a clearer

distinction between lethal “weapons” and “non-

weapons,” allowing broader transfers—particularly to

countries with which Japan has security agreements.

While exports to active conflict zones remain formally

restricted, the new rules introduce flexibility through

case-by-case exceptions tied to Japan’s national

security interests and alignment with U.S. operations in

the Indo-Pacific. Non-lethal systems face minimal

constraints, whereas weapons exports—such as

missiles or naval platforms—are limited to vetted

partner countries with safeguards for classified

information. Oversight remains executive-driven, with

parliament notified only after approvals, a shift likely to

provoke domestic political opposition concerned about

democratic accountability and escalation risks. [Kyodo

News] [DW]

The policy change reflects the Prime Minister Sanea

Takaichi’s effort to strengthen Japan’s defense

industrial base and embed the country more deeply

within allied security networks amid what Tokyo

describes as its most severe security environment

since World War II. It also aligns with ongoing revisions

of Japan’s core security documents adopted in 2022,

expected to expand defense spending and capabilities.

The shift also comes as a growing number of countries,

ranging from Poland—with which Japan just elevated

bilateral ties to a comprehensive strategic partnership

(see article in this edition)—to the Philippines, are

exploring defense procurement from Japan following

the easing of export restrictions, with a potential early

deal involving the transfer of used Japanese warships

to Manila.
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The Philippines has welcomed the move as a means to

enhance deterrence and resilience, while closer Japan–

Philippines security cooperation—set within the

strategic context of the First Island Chain—

underscores a broader effort by Tokyo and its

partners, including the United States, to

counterbalance China’s expanding regional influence

and reinforce collective security in the Indo-Pacific.

[Reuters] [Japan Today]

The move came shortly after on April 18 Australia and

Japan formalized contracts to implement their USD 7

billion agreement for the supply of advanced warships,

marking Tokyo’s most significant defense export since

lifting its long-standing arms export restrictions in 2014

(see article in this edition).

Japan: Defense spending trajectory

approaches 2 percent benchmark

(dql) Japan’s initial defense budget for fiscal year 2026

amounts to approximately JPY 10.6 trillion (USD 66.5

billion), equivalent to about 1.9 percent of 2022 GDP,

according to Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi. Based

on projected 2026 GDP, however, the ratio would be

closer to 1.5 percent, reflecting the impact of economic

growth on headline defense metrics.

The figures mark continued progress toward Tokyo’s

stated objective of raising defense-related spending to

2percent of GDP by fiscal 2027—a significant departure

from its long-standing informal cap of around 1

percent. The increase is anchored in Japan’s 2022

national security strategy and related documents,

which outline total defense expenditures of roughly JPY

43 trillion (approx. USD 270 billion) over five years.

Spending has risen steadily in recent years, from

around 1.4 percent of GDP in 2023 to 1.8 percent in

2025 (based on the 2022 GDP baseline). A

supplementary budget passed in December 2025,

allocating an additional JPY 1.7 trillion (USD 10.7 billion)

for security and diplomacy, effectively enabled Japan to

reach the 2 percent threshold ahead of schedule under

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi. [The Mainichi]

Mongolia: Budget deficit widens sharply in

first quarter

(fs) Mongolia’s fiscal deficit expanded significantly in

the first quarter of 2026, with preliminary data
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indicating a fourfold increase compared to the same

period last year, potentially marking a record first-

quarter shortfall.

Total budget revenue and grants reached MNT 7.2

trillion (USD 2.02 billion), up 11.9 percent year-on-year,

while balanced revenue rose modestly by 2.5 percent

to MNT 6.3 trillion (USD 1.76 billion). However,

expenditure and net lending surged by 17.9 percent to

MNT 7.7 trillion (USD 2.16 billion), resulting in a

balanced deficit of MNT 1.4 trillion (USD 392 million).

Tax revenues totaled MNT 5.9 trillion (USD 1.65 billion),

increasing slightly by 1.3 percent. Nevertheless, key

components declined, with personal income tax

revenue falling by 17 percent and excise tax revenue

dropping by 31.6 percent, contributing to a shortfall of

MNT 3.5 trillion (USD 980 million) compared to the

previous year.

Capital expenditure rose sharply to MNT 1.1 trillion

(USD 308 million), driven largely by increased spending

on construction and infrastructure projects.

[Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Government reports low

progress in public investment spending,

project implementation

(fs) Mongolia’s Ministry of Finance reported that, as of

April 10, budget investment financing reached 14

percent, amounting to over USD 134 million. Funding

has so far been allocated only to ongoing projects from

previous years, while new projects have yet to receive

financing.

Out of 738 planned projects, 296 new initiatives are

expected to be financed with USD 364 million.

However, the tendering process for new projects is

only about 20 percent complete, with 10 percent yet to

begin. Total public investment projects carry a

budgeted cost of USD 3.08 billion, with USD 896 million

allocated for 2026.

Under the fiscal savings law, procurement must be

completed by May 31 or funding is withdrawn. In 2025,

USD 150 million was saved under this rule, affecting

school and hospital equipment supplies. The ministry

highlighted strong future investment needs in

education, transport, energy, and urban development,

including plans to build 108 schools and 95

kindergartens nationwide. [Bloomberg TV]
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North Korea: Kim Jon-un centralizes

foreign and inter-Korean policy under

unified command

(co) North Korea appears to have centralized and

streamlined its foreign and inter-Korean policy under a

unified command led by Kim Jong-un, according to a

report by the Institute for National Security Strategy,

South Korea’s state-affiliated think tank that conducts

research and analysis on national security, foreign

policy, and inter-Korean relations.

The restructuring concentrates authority in Kim’s

hands, with key figures such as his sister Kim Yo-jong

overseeing external operations under his delegation,

alongside other senior officials assigned region- and

function-specific roles.

Analysts say the overlap of party and state positions is

intended to improve coordination and consistency in

policy execution, minimizing gaps between strategic

planning and implementation. The changes may also

signal a shift toward treating inter-Korean relations in

more state-to-state terms, reflecting an advancement

of the “two hostile states” doctrine.

The report ultimatey suggests the restructuring

underscores Kim’s view of external strategy as critical

to the regime’s survival and development, warranting

tighter centralized control. [The Korea Herald]

North Korea: Economy shows signs of

recovery amid deepening ties with Russia

and China

(dql) North Korea’s economy is showing early signs of

recovery, driven by deepening strategic alignment with

Russia and the gradual normalization of trade with

China, according to findings presented by South

Korea’s unification ministry in its 2026–2030 inter-

Korean strategy. The recovery is occurring despite

North Korea’s continued pursuit of its nuclear and

missile programs, revealing the limited effectiveness of

international sanctions in constraining its economic

resilience.

After years of contraction caused by sanctions,

structural inefficiencies, and pandemic-related

isolation, Pyongyang appears to have entered a phase

of modest rebound, supported by transport links with

China recently renewed after a hiatus of six years and

expanding economic engagement with both neighbors.
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Cooperation with Russia—reportedly involving military

support for Moscow’s war in Ukraine in exchange for

economic and technological assistance—has further

reinforced this trajectory, while Beijing remains a

critical economic lifeline.

Although the North’s economy remains small and

structurally fragile, with chronic shortages and an

estimated GDP of around USD 30 billion in 2024, the

current uptick reflects a shifting geopolitical

environment in which sanctions pressure is

increasingly offset by strategic partnerships. [Channel

News Asia] [Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea: Sustained short-range

missile tests highlights advancing

operational readiness

(dql) North Korea fired multiple ballistic missiles from

the Sinpo area into the East Sea on April 19, marking

its seventh launch this year and continuing a pattern of

frequent weapons testing. The missiles traveled

approximately 140 km, indicating short-range systems.

The launch follows a series of recent tests, including

dual firings on earlier this month (see AiR No. 15,

April/2026, 2) and is indicative of an accelerated testing

tempo in early 2026.

Given Sinpo’s role as a key hub for submarine and

naval development, the activity is believed to also point

to ongoing efforts to enhance sea-based strike

capabilities. [The Korea Herald]

North Korea: Nuclear facility expansion

signals continued enrichment push

(co) North Korea appears to have externally completed

a new facility at its Yongbyon nuclear complex likely

intended for uranium enrichment, according to

satellite-based analysis by Beyond Parallel—a North

Korea-focused research initiative, run by the Center for

Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), a

Washington-based policy think tank. Imagery indicates

that construction, which began in December 2024, has

progressed rapidly, with the structure nearing

operational readiness and recent activity suggesting

ongoing internal outfitting. [CSIS]

The assessment aligns with earlier findings by the

International Atomic Energy Agency, whose Director
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General Rafael Grossi noted that the building’s size and

infrastructure—including power and cooling systems—

resemble those of North Korea’s suspected

enrichment facility at Kangson. Located near key

Yongbyon installations, including the Radiochemical

Laboratory, the site is assessed as part of a broader,

undeclared expansion of Pyongyang’s fissile material

production capacity. [Reuters]

While the facility’s exact function remains

unconfirmed, its characteristics constitute a strong

indicator of continued uranium enrichment efforts. If

operational, it would significantly enhance North

Korea’s ability to produce weapons-grade material,

reinforcing the growth and diversification of its nuclear

arsenal despite ongoing international monitoring

constraints.

South Korea and the United States have stated they

are closely tracking developments. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Prosecutor warns against

political interference in judicial process

amid parliamentary probe

(dql) Exposing mounting tensions between the

legislature and the judiciary, Acting Prosecutor General

Koo Ja-hyeon cautioned that a parliamentary

investigation into the prosecution’s handling of a high-

profile property development scandal must not

interfere with ongoing judicial proceedings.

While pledging cooperation with the National

Assembly’s probe—led by the ruling Democratic Party

(DP) into alleged prosecutorial misconduct under the

previous administration of impeached President Yoon

Suk Yeol—Koo called for restraint in summonses and

testimony requests to avoid prejudicing active trials.

At the core of the investigation are allegations that

prosecutors fabricated evidence to indict then-

opposition leader—now President—Lee Jae Myung,

raising questions about the integrity of past

prosecutions. Highlighting entrenched partisan

polarization, the charge is fiercely contested by the

conservative opposition People Power Party (PPP),

which denounced the probe as politically motivated

and aimed at undermining existing cases. [Yonhap

News Agency]

Testimony from former Prosecutor General Lee Won-

seok and developer Nam Wook highlighted sharply

conflicting narratives, with allegations of coercive

investigations and politically motivated indictments
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countered by firm denials and accusations of

legislative overreach.

Lee Won-seok denounced the probe as

unconstitutional interference in ongoing trials, warning

against attempts by lawmakers to shape judicial

outcomes, while also rejecting claims of political

coordination with the previous administration. He

added that the probe was a form of political retaliation

against the prosecution service, citing the summoning

around 40 sitting prosecutors as witnesses and

subjecting them to what he described as “harsh

interrogation.” He warned that such pressure risks

deterring prosecutors and judges from handling

politically sensitive cases in the future.

In contrast, Nam Wook alleged prosecutorial bias and

predetermined targeting of Lee Jae Myung, claims

disputed by investigators. [The Chosun Daily] [Grand

Pinnacle Tribune]

Wook is a lawyer-turned-developer who participated in

the consortium behind controversial urban

development deals, which have long been politically

sensitive due to alleged irregularities, profit

distribution issues, and links to political actors. The

development projects in question were initiated when

Lee Jae Muyng served as mayor of Seongnam.

Prosecutors previously investigated whether Lee and

his associates were involved in corruption or illicit

benefit schemes tied to these projects.

South Korea: Ruling party unveils first by-

election candidate ahead of high-stakes

vote

(co) The ruling Democratic Party (DP) on April 20

named attorney Jeon Tae-jin as its first candidate for

an upcoming parliamentary by-election in Ulsan Nam-

A. The vote will replace lawmaker Kim Sang-wook, who

is running for mayor in Ulsan in the June 3 local

elections.

The by-elections are considered high-stakes, as eight

lawmakers from the DP are expected to vacate their

seats to contest local posts, though the party is likely to

retain its parliamentary majority. Candidates running

in local elections must vacate their parliamentary seats

one month before the vote to be eligible. At least 14

seats will be contested in the by-elections.

Additional candidates are expected to be announced in

the coming weeks. [The Korea Herald 1] [The Korea

Herald 2]
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South Korea: President centralizes

regulatory power to drive special zones,

counter Seoul-centric imbalance

(co) President Lee Jae Myung has proposed scaling up

South Korea’s regulatory sandbox model into large,

region-wide deregulation zones, describing regulatory

“rationalization” as a core instrument to address the

country’s entrenched Seoul-centric economic

concentration.

Unveiled at the first meeting of the newly restructured

Regulatory Rationalization Committee—now elevated

to direct presidential control with expanded private-

sector participation—the initiative signals a shift

toward more centralized, executive-driven regulatory

governance.

The plan envisages “mega special zones” that combine

sweeping regulatory exemptions with coordinated

state support, aligned with the development of five

regional hubs and three special self-governing

provinces. It responds to the limited impact of more

than 80 existing zones, whose small scale,

fragmentation, and ministerial siloing have constrained

their ability to drive innovation or compete globally.

Calling balanced regional development as an economic

“survival strategy,” Lee linked deregulation to the

country’s  long-term competitiveness, warning that

capital-region dominance is distorting resource

allocation and eroding growth potential. [The Korea

Herald] [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Military accelerates AI-

driven transformation across intelligence

and support domains

(dql) South Korea’s military is pursuing a broad

transformation toward AI-enabled warfare, combining

efforts to integrate geospatial intelligence with the

expansion of robotic systems across combat support

and operational units. These initiatives, currently in the

research and conceptual development phase, aim to

enhance real-time decision-making, accelerate

operational timelines, and address structural

manpower shortages driven by declining birth rates.

AI-driven geospatial intelligence integration
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At the core of this transformation is the development

of an AI-powered platform to unify national geospatial

and satellite data into a single operational system.

Designed to support the full intelligence cycle—from

surveillance and reconnaissance to target identification

and battle damage assessment—the platform seeks to

close the gap between rapidly expanding data

availability and the military’s current ability to

operationalize it.

By automating data collection, processing, and

visualization, and ensuring interoperability with

existing command-and-control networks, the system is

expected to significantly improve targeting accuracy,

situational awareness, and response speed. Planned

capabilities include AI-based change detection and

real-time data integration into battlefield decision-

making processes. [The Korea Herald]

AI and robotics integration

In parallel, the military is expanding the use of AI-

driven robotic systems to reduce reliance on

personnel-intensive functions. A study commissioned

by the Army Logistics Command explores the

deployment of AI-enabled robots across maintenance,

logistics, medical services, transportation, and

ammunition handling.

The initiative forms part of the broader agenda, which

emphasizes crewed–uncrewed integration as a central

pillar of future force design. Additional research efforts

are examining how such systems can be applied to

rear-area maneuver units, including the establishment

of specialized units and the integration of multiple

battalions into coordinated operational frameworks.

These efforts are further embedded in the “Army Tiger

Plus” concept, which envisions deploying drones and

robotic systems into high-risk environments—such as

minefields or rugged terrain—prior to troop

engagement. AI-enabled surveillance systems would

detect and track threats, predict movement, and feed

real-time data into integrated command networks to

support rapid and informed responses. The military is

also assessing long-term operational requirements,

including training systems and doctrinal adaptations,

over time horizons ranging from five to 30 years. [Asia

News Network]

South Korea: Ministry of defense to

expand psychological probes to tackle

military suicide crisis
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(co) The defense ministry  has pledged to expand the

use of psychological post-mortem investigations

following military suicides, which accounted for nearly

70 percent of the 722 deaths in the ranks between

2016 and September 2025.

The military is working to standardize procedures to

better determine causes and contributing factors

through forensic analysis, records and interviews, a

move aimed at improving understanding of suicide

cases and strengthen prevention measures within the

armed forces. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Months-long budget impasse

eased as legislature resumes review

(dql/ak) Taiwan’s long-delayed central government

budget has cleared a key procedural hurdle after

Premier Cho Jung-tai defended the proposal in

parliament on April 21, enabling its referral to

committee review following more than 200 days of

political deadlock.

The move follows a cross-party agreement to break the

impasse, under which the Cabinet committed to

revisiting contentious provisions—particularly military

pay increases and pension benefits for police and

firefighters—within six months. [CNA, in Chinese]

[Taiwan News] [Tapei Times]

Despite the procedural breakthrough, substantive

disagreements persist. The opposition parties

Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP),

which hold the majority in the parliament, have

signaled intensified scrutiny of specific spending lines,

including government media expenditures, while also

reviving institutional challenges such as proposals to

abolish the Control Yuan. At the same time, pressure

remains on the government to clarify its roadmap for

security-sector compensation reforms within the

agreed timeframe.

Cho also used the session to underline external

pressures—particularly instability in the Middle East—

as justification for a more flexible legislative approach,

implicitly linking timely budget approval to broader

economic and energy security considerations. [Taiwan

News 2]

Taiwan: Opposition lawmakers propose

referendum on caning as punishment for
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serious crimes

(ak) Opposition Kuomintang (KMT) lawmakers have

proposed a referendum on caning for serious crimes

like sexual assault, child abuse, and major fraud.

Backed by the full 52-member caucus, the ballot seeks

public input on a special deterrent regime amid rising

case severity.

KMT lawmaker Huang Chien-hao argued that the

proposal was a response to a poll showing over 70

percent public support in favor of caning punishment.

[Taiwan News] [CNA, in Chinese] [Liberty Times, in

Chinese]

Taiwan: Legislature expands preemptive

detention amid surge in sexual

exploitation and fraud cases

(ak) The Legislative Yuan—Taiwan’s parliament—has

amended Article 101-1 of the Code of Criminal

Procedure to broaden the use of pre-trial preventive

detention to suspects involved in child sexual

exploitation, image-based sexual offenses, homicide of

young children, fraud and drunk driving, reflecting

cross-party concern over rising digital and financial

crimes.

The reform strengthens authorities’ ability to detain

high-risk suspects to prevent reoffending and facilitate

investigations, signaling a shift toward more assertive

criminal enforcement while raising potential civil

liberties considerations as detention powers are

extended beyond violent offenses. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: IMF projects widening income

lead over South Korea on semiconductor-

driven growth

(dql) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) projects

Taiwan’s per capita GDP will exceed South Korea’s by

around USD 10,000 within five years, marking a

sustained divergence driven by Taiwan’s

semiconductor-led expansion. Taiwan has already

overtaken South Korea in per capita income, with the

gap expected to widen steadily through 2031.

Taiwan’s per capita GDP is forecast to rise to USD

41,900 this year, compared to South Korea’s USD

37,100, and reach USD 55,900 by 2031 versus USD
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46,000 for South Korea. The widening gap reflects

stronger growth dynamics, with Taiwan projected to

expand by over 7 percent this year, far outpacing

South Korea’s roughly 1 percent growth.

The divergence is driven by Taiwan’s integrated

semiconductor ecosystem, which has enabled it to

capture outsized gains from surging global AI demand.

In contrast, South Korea’s semiconductor sector

remains heavily concentrated in memory chips and

faces structural constraints in diversifying its industrial

base. [Taiwan News 1s] [The Korea Times] [Grand

Pinnacle Tribune]

The IMF’s Taiwan–South Korea comparison serves as a

benchmark for divergence within structurally similar

advanced economies, highlighting how Taiwan’s AI-

driven, foundry-based semiconductor model is

increasingly outperforming South Korea’s memory-

centric industrial structure.

In addition, the IMF has raised Taiwan’s 2026 growth

forecast to 5.2 percent, marking a sharp upward

revision of 3.1 percentage points from its January

estimate and signaling stronger-than-expected

economic momentum. The outlook reflects robust

performance within Asia even as global growth is

revised down to 3.1 percent amid geopolitical

disruptions.

Taiwan’s revised forecast stands out against a

weakening global backdrop. The IMF downgraded

projections for major economies, including China (4.4

percent) and the Eurozone (1.1 percent), citing supply

shocks linked to the Iran conflict and disruptions to

energy exports from the Persian Gulf. Growth in the

Middle East and North Africa is expected to slow

significantly, with several energy-dependent

economies projected to contract.

Despite these headwinds, Taiwan is expected to

maintain stable macroeconomic conditions, with

inflation at 1.5 percent and unemployment at 3.4

percent. The upgrade follows earlier, more

conservative projections, indicating a rapid

reassessment of Taiwan’s growth trajectory. [IMF 1]

[IMF 2] [Taiwan News 2]

In another forecast, Taiwan’s economy is projected to

grow by 7.2 percent in 2026, with robust global

demand for AI-related products expected to offset

external risks, including the impact of the Iran conflict,

according to the Chung-Hua Institution for Economic

Research, a leading Taiwanese economic policy think

tank.
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The revised forecast marks a sharp upward adjustment

from its earlier 4.14 percent estimate and broadly

aligns with official projections of around 7–8 percent

growth.

Growth is expected to be front-loaded, with a strong

first quarter (appr. 13 percent) followed by gradual

moderation over the year, reflecting base effects and

external uncertainties. Inflation is forecast to remain

contained at around 2 percent, indicating continued

macroeconomic stability.

The expansion is primarily driven by export

momentum in semiconductors and electronics linked

to the global AI boom, while improving labor

conditions and equity market gains are supporting

domestic demand. The outlook has been characterized

as externally driven but domestically resilient. [Taiwan

News 3]

Taiwan: USD 40 billion defense package

highlights shift to asymmetric deterrence

(dql/ak) Taiwan’s defense ministry has unveiled the

core components of a proposed NTD 1.25 trillion (USD

40 billion) special defense budget, outlining a

procurement strategy heavily oriented toward

precision strike, unmanned systems, and resilient

command-and-control capabilities. The plan—

presented in detail to lawmakers behind closed doors

on April 21—structures acquisitions across seven

categories aimed at enhancing survivability and

deterrence under high-intensity conflict scenarios.

The largest allocations target precision artillery (USD

25.9 billion) and layered air and missile defense (USD

17.6 billion), including advanced howitzers, Sky Bow

missile production, and anti-armor systems such as

Javelin and TOW missiles. A significant emphasis is

placed on long-range strike capabilities (USD 5.1

billion), reinforcing Taiwan’s ability to conduct deep

precision strikes.

A central pillar of the package is the expansion of

unmanned and counter-drone capabilities (USD 10.7

billion), including large-scale procurement of

surveillance, attack, and loitering systems, as well as

unmanned surface vessels.

Complementing this is investment in AI-enabled

command systems (USD 320 million), tactical

networking, and battlefield digitization, alongside

munitions stockpiling and mobility-enhancing

equipment to sustain prolonged operations (USD 1.6
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billion). A portion of the budget remains classified,

particularly items linked to joint development with the

United States (USD 2.0 billion). [Taiwan News]

President Lai Ching-te has called for the rapid passage

of the special defense budget, emphasizing the

urgency of strengthening military readiness during a

visit to the Army Infantry Training Command in

Kaohsiung. The bill—submitted in November and

currently under legislative review—aims to finance

U.S.-approved weapons packages (including pending

notifications to Congress) as well as domestically

produced defense systems.

Lai stressed that the budget should pass without

reductions, arguing that investments in mobile,

precision-strike, and asymmetric capabilities are

essential to deterrence. Calling the proposed defense

spending as both affordable and necessary amid

Taiwan’s economic growth, he linked the package to

broader objectives of safeguarding democracy,

enhancing operational readiness for modern warfare,

and signaling resolve to international partners.

The proposal remains politically contested, with

opposition parties—the Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan

People’s Party (TPP), which hold the majority in the

parliament,—submitting alternative versions over cost

and scope concerns. Nevertheless, external pressure is

mounting in favor of the government’s plan.

A bipartisan group of four U.S. senators signaled that

new arms sales announcements are imminent and

explicitly endorsed the Cabinet’s proposal, highlighting

the need to accelerate both U.S. equipment deliveries

and domestic production of asymmetric systems.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Air Force centralizes radar

security amid rising drone threat

(dql) Taiwan’s Air Force plans to establish a dedicated

unit to protect radar stations, restructuring existing

military police detachments into specialized security

platoons under a centralized command. The move

aims to improve coordination and strengthen

protection of remote and mobile radar assets critical to

the island’s air defense network.

The upgrade includes NTD 24.82 million (USD 789,000)

for patrol vehicles and continued deployment of

counter-drone systems. While current units can

respond rapidly to intrusions, officials acknowledge
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limitations in handling coordinated or multi-drone

threats.

Jurisdictional constraints—restricting military police to

base areas—also necessitate closer coordination with

civilian law enforcement. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Ocean radar network in

development

(ak) Taiwan is building a national ocean radar network

to strengthen marine governance, safety and strategic

monitoring in adjacent waters.

57 radars will cover Taiwan proper, outlying islands

(Penghu, Kinmen, Matsu) and key sites like Pengjia

Islet, Taiwan Shoal and Luzon Strait. The government

will also build offshore oil/gas risk platforms. The goal

is to expand the monitored area from 155,000 to

210,000 square kilometers by 2028.

Additionally, AI usage will merge radar, satellite, buoy

and automatic identification system data for disaster

response, navigation and recreation safety, pollution

tracking, oil spill assessment, rip current alerts,

maritime rescues and small-target detection. [Taiwan

Today] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Six military personnel convicted

in China-linked espionage case

(dql) Taiwan’s High Court has convicted six current and

former military personnel for spying on behalf of

China-linked operatives, in a case highlighting

sustained efforts to penetrate Taiwan’s defense

establishment.

The group—comprising four retired officers and two

active-duty soldiers—was found to have collected and

transmitted classified military and government

information over an extended period, while also

assisting in the recruitment of additional sources

within Taiwan’s armed forces.

The court described the network as organized and

long-term, noting that the defendants knowingly

supported hostile external actors despite their

heightened duty of loyalty. All six admitted to the

charges. Sentences ranged from four years and six

months to eight years and six months in prison, with

the harshest penalties imposed on key coordinators.

[Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: Dispute over reform

blueprint implementation continues to

escalate

(lm) Political tensions in Bangladesh continued to

intensify in recent days as lawmakers and opposition

actors clashed again on several occasions over how to

implement a constitutional reform package approved

in a national referendum held alongside the February

12 general election. In that vote, citizens were asked

whether to implement a set of institutional reforms

contained in the July National Charter—a political

reform blueprint developed after the 2024 uprising

that ousted longtime prime minister Sheikh Hasina—

and a majority voted in favor of proceeding with those

changes.

The referendum framework envisaged that the

reforms would be carried out through a dedicated

Constitution Reform Council, but this mechanism has

not been established, and the new government led by

the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of Prime

Minister Tarique Rahman is instead seeking to manage

reforms through the existing parliamentary system.

This has triggered growing opposition from

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami – the single-largest Islamist

party and a former BNP ally - and allied parties, which

argue that the referendum outcome creates a political

obligation to implement the Charter through the

originally proposed structure.



Against this backdrop, in parliament on April 15,

lawmakers from both camps openly clashed over the

issue, with opposition figures warning that failure to

operationalize the reform framework could undermine

the legitimacy of the current parliamentary order. On

April 16, Parliament Speaker Hafiz Uddin Ahmad

rejected calls for extra-parliamentary reform

mechanisms, stating that constitutional changes must

be carried out by elected representatives and follow

formal procedures. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune

2]

Outside parliament, pressure escalated further as a

Jamaat-led 11-party alliance launched a coordinated

nationwide mobilization campaign. On April 18, the

alliance staged a mass rally and procession in Dhaka

and announced continued programs through early

May, signaling an organized escalation strategy aimed

at forcing implementation of the referendum-backed

reforms. [Dhaka Tribune 3] [Dhaka Tribune 4] [Dhaka

Tribune 5]

More generally and alongside these latest

developments, local commentary reflects growing

concern about the direction of the reform process. In a

recent op-ed, a political analyst argued that

Bangladesh risks entering another “cycle of broken

promises,” drawing parallels with earlier turning points

in 1971 and 1990. He contended that, despite public

support for reforms and earlier backing of the July

Charter, the current political leadership of the BNP has

yet to translate commitments into institutional change,

pointing in particular to delays in establishing reform

mechanisms and the dilution or repeal of key

ordinances related to judicial independence, human

rights protections, and accountability. The commentary

further suggests that this gap between political

promises and implementation is contributing to

growing disillusionment within civil society and raising

concerns about a broader pattern of reform rollback

following major political transitions. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Parties finalize nominees for

reserved women’s parliamentary seats

(lm) Political parties in Bangladesh have finalized their

nominees for the reserved women’s seats in the 13th

national parliament ahead of the April 21 deadline for

submission of nomination papers. The Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), which controls a two-third

majority of seats, announced 36 candidates on April

20, while the 11-party opposition alliance led by the

main opposition Jamaat-e-Islami nominated 13

candidates. One seat is allocated to independent
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parliamentarians under the current distribution.

[Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh’s parliament includes 50 seats reserved for

women, which are not filled through direct public

elections. Instead, the seats are distributed among

political parties in proportion to their share of the 300

directly elected constituencies, and members of

parliament elect the candidates through an indirect

vote. Under the current allocation, the BNP and its

allies are expected to secure 36 of the 50 reserved

seats.

A total of 298 members of parliament are registered as

voters in the process. Voting is scheduled for May 12

but is not expected to be required due to procedural

factors, meaning candidates are likely to be elected

unopposed if their nominations are validated.

Bangladesh: High Court calls for status

quo on Supreme Court secretariat

pending appeal

(lm) The High Court Division of Bangladesh’s Supreme

Court has called on the government of Prime Minister

Tarique Rahman to maintain the existing structure and

infrastructure of the Supreme Court Secretariat until

an appeal is resolved by the Supreme Court’s Appellate

Division. The observation was made during a

preliminary hearing of a writ petition concerning the

establishment of a separate secretariat for the

judiciary, and the court deferred further hearings on

the matter until the appeal is finally decided.

On April 9, the national parliament – in which

Rahman’s Bangladesh Nationalist Party holds a two-

thirds majority - repealed three ordinances issued by

the previous interim government relating to judicial

appointments and the establishment of a separate

Supreme Court secretariat. The repeal removed the

legal basis for the proposed secretariat and

maintained the previous administrative structure of

the judiciary. The measures were passed despite

objections from opposition members.

Following the repeal, a writ petition was filed

challenging the legality of the earlier ordinance that

had provided for a separate administrative secretariat

for the Supreme Court.

The High Court had previously directed the

establishment of a separate secretariat for the

judiciary. The government has indicated that it will

appeal that ruling before the Appellate Division, and
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the current proceedings concern the administrative

status of the Supreme Court pending the outcome of

that appeal. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Recruitment delays persist

despite large vacancy backlog and

expansion plans

(lm) Bangladesh is facing a widening gap between

public sector staffing needs and actual recruitment, as

delays, administrative constraints, and political

transition effects continue to slow hiring despite large

numbers of vacant positions and announced

expansion plans.

Official data presented in parliament by the State

Minister for Public Administration show that at least

468,220 government posts remained unfilled as of

end-2023, with estimates suggesting vacancies may

have approached or exceeded 500,000 by 2025. These

shortages are concentrated in mid- and lower-grade

positions critical for frontline service delivery, including

education, healthcare, and local administration, and

are occurring alongside rising unemployment, which

the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics reported at about

2.73 million people in late 2024. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

At the policy level, Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has

announced plans to recruit up to 500,000 government

employees, while noting that 2,879 positions are

currently being filled within the Ministry of Public

Administration. However, implementation remains

uneven and slow, reflecting structural bottlenecks in

recruitment governance and disruptions linked to

political changes following the August 2024 upheaval,

which culminated in the ouster of longtime Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

This gap is illustrated by the stalled recruitment of

14,384 primary school teachers. Candidates completed

written examinations in January, were selected in final

results published on February 8 under the interim

administration, and fulfilled all required formalities by

early March. Despite this, appointment letters had still

not been issued by mid-April. Officials from the

Directorate of Primary Education, speaking

anonymously, attributed the delay to administrative

caution following the change in government,

allegations of irregularities and fraud, and the absence

of clear direction from political leadership. [Dhaka

Tribune 3]

Experts have argued that the issue reflects a lack of

administrative urgency rather than institutional
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capacity, noting that recruitment bodies such as the

Bangladesh Public Service Commission are functional

but dependent on ministry-level requisitions. The

commission’s chairman has stated that efforts are

underway to reduce recruitment timelines, though job

seekers continue to report prolonged delays and

procedural inefficiencies.

Bangladesh: Over 4 million cases pending

in lower courts as government advances

judicial reforms

(lm) Bangladesh reported a backlog of more than 4

million cases in its subordinate courts, with 4,041,924

cases pending as of December 31, 2025, according to a

statement in parliament, highlighting sustained

pressure on the country’s lower-tier judiciary, which

handles the majority of cases.

The government, led by the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) of Prime Minister Tarique Rahman, stated

that multiple measures are underway to reduce delays,

including amendments to civil and criminal procedure

laws introducing digital summons and streamlined

processes, expanded use of online testimony, and

institutional measures such as the creation of

additional courts, new judicial posts, and ongoing

recruitment of judges and staff. Authorities also

pointed to expanded legal aid services and efforts to

accelerate high-profile case handling, with reforms

aimed at improving case disposal rates, transparency,

and access to justice. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government initiates process

to withdraw politically motivated cases

under new review mechanism

(lm) Bangladesh has begun a formal process to review

and withdraw cases deemed politically motivated or

filed for harassment during the previous government

of ousted ex-prime minister Sheikh Hasina, with

authorities confirming that applications are being

assessed under newly established procedures.

The mechanism involves a two-tier system: district-

level committees, formed on March 5 and led by

administrative officials, review cases and submit

recommendations, which are then evaluated by a

central committee established on March 8 and chaired

by the law minister for final decisions. Officials stated

that the process follows earlier policy guidelines set by
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the interim government, which assumed office after

Hasina’s ouster in August 2024, and excludes serious

offenses such as murder cases from withdrawal.

Separately, authorities indicated plans to adjust judicial

administration practices, stating that future judicial

appointments and transfers will prioritize professional

criteria, including integrity and competence, following

concerns that past postings may have been influenced

by political considerations. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government plans journalist

database and qualification standards,

outlines measures against

misinformation

(lm) Bangladesh’s Information and Broadcasting

Minister, Zahir Uddin Swapon, stated in parliament

that authorities plan to introduce educational

qualification requirements for journalists and create

an online database to register media professionals.

The initiative is being developed by the Bangladesh

Press Council and is intended to address issues related

to journalistic standards and the identification of

media personnel.

The minister said the government has adopted several

measures to address misinformation and propaganda.

These include training programs through the Press

Institute of Bangladesh covering artificial intelligence,

multimedia journalism, and information policy, as well

as increased coordination with international media

organizations operating in the country. Plans are also

underway to hold consultations involving media

outlets, fact-checking organizations, and other

stakeholders.

According to the minister, the Press Information

Department has distributed materials related to rumor

prevention to media outlets, and a mechanism

remains in place for individuals or organizations to file

complaints with the Press Council regarding alleged

violations of journalistic standards. Eight such

complaints are currently pending.

Separately, the minister stated that 55 private

television channels have been approved in

Bangladesh, of which 37 are currently in operation,

alongside four state-run broadcasters. No applications

for new television channels are currently pending.

[Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Measles outbreak continues

as doctors call for epidemic declaration

(lm) Bangladesh’s ongoing measles outbreak has

recorded more than 24,000 suspected cases since mid-

March. In the latest 24-hour reporting period prior to

April 20, over 1,100 new suspected cases and three

deaths were recorded. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Since the start of the outbreak, a total of 37 confirmed

measles deaths and 183 suspected deaths have been

reported. Health authorities attribute the gap between

suspected and confirmed cases to limited testing

capacity and delays in diagnosis. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Hospitals continue to report high patient inflows, with

some facilities operating above capacity. In response,

the government has expanded an emergency

nationwide measles-rubella vaccination campaign

coordinated under the Expanded Programme on

Immunization. The campaign was extended nationwide

on April 20 and is scheduled to continue until mid-May,

targeting approximately 17 million children. [Dhaka

Tribune 3]

Against this backdrop of continued transmission, gaps

in immunization coverage, and the visible pressure on

the health system, public health experts and doctors

have called for the outbreak to be formally declared an

epidemic. [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Bangladesh: Rohingya boat capsize leaves

around 250 missing as funding cuts and

camp conditions drive continued

departures

(lm) Around 250 people are reported missing after a

boat carrying Rohingya refugees and Bangladeshi

nationals capsized in the Andaman Sea after departing

from Teknaf in southern Bangladesh. According to the

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and

the International Organization for Migration, the vessel

sank amid heavy winds, rough seas, and overcrowding

while en route to Malaysia. [Reuters 1]

The incident follows a record year for fatalities on

maritime routes used by Rohingya refugees. Nearly

900 people were reported missing or dead in the

Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal in 2025, the highest

number recorded for these crossings. Of an estimated

6,500 individuals who attempted the journey last year,

more than one in seven were reported missing or

dead. Sea crossings have continued in 2026, with more
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than 2,800 Rohingya reported to have embarked on

such journeys by mid-April, many of them women and

children.

Bangladesh is currently hosting more than one million

Rohingya refugees, with over 150,000 additional

arrivals reported since 2025 following intensified

conflict in Myanmar, alongside continued population

growth within the camps. At the same time,

international funding has declined sharply, leading to

reductions in assistance. The World Food Programme

has adjusted monthly food support from USD 12 per

person to a tiered system of USD 12, USD 10, and USD

7, contributing to increased food insecurity and

malnutrition. Conditions in the camps have also been

affected by reductions in education services, with

approximately 6,400 learning centers closed in 2025,

leaving more than 400,000 children without access to

schooling. [Reuters 2]

These conditions have been identified as contributing

to continued irregular departures by sea. According to

United Nations data, more than 1.3 million Rohingya

refugees and asylum-seekers remain displaced across

the region, including around 1.2 million in Bangladesh.

The United Nations has requested USD 200 million in

funding for 2026 to support Rohingya populations in

Bangladesh, with current funding levels at

approximately 32 percent. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Consultation highlights

widespread online abuse against women

(lm) A national consultation in Dhaka reported that 89

percent of women social media users in Bangladesh

have experienced online abuse at least once, based on

data from the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics and the

United Nations Population Fund. Participants

highlighted a rise in technology-facilitated gender-

based violence, including harassment, blackmail,

identity fraud, and non-consensual data exposure,

with younger women identified as most affected.

Officials noted that while legal frameworks exist,

enforcement gaps and limited public awareness

persist. The Bangladesh Telecommunication

Regulatory Commission reported over 13,000

complaints last year, most from women, with the

majority of flagged content removed. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Islamist lawmaker calls for

death penalty law over insults to Prophet

(lm) A member of parliament from the Bangladesh

Khilafat Majlis, an Islamist political party, on April 15

called for new legislation introducing the death penalty

for insulting the Prophet Muhammad, as well as a law

to formally declare individuals who deny the Prophet

as non-Muslims. The demands were made during a

parliamentary debate on the president’s address and

were directed at Prime Minister Tarique Rahman.

The lawmaker argued that religious leaders and

constituencies were closely monitoring parliamentary

actions and urged the government to translate these

demands into legislation. He also raised broader

concerns about religious identity and social tensions,

claiming that certain groups deny core Islamic beliefs

while identifying as Muslim. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government and IMF clash

over spending, reforms, and policy pace

(lm) Bangladesh and the International Monetary Fund

(IMF) are facing renewed differences over the country’s

economic program, with disagreements focusing on

social spending, revenue measures, exchange rate

policy, and financial sector reforms. The immediate

point of contention is a proposed “family card” scheme

targeting around 4 million households, for which the

government of Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has

requested BDT 130 billion (USD 1.07 billion). The IMF

has raised concerns about the scale and pace of the

program, while Bangladesh remains under an IMF-

supported arrangement worth USD 5.5 billion.

Finance Minister Amir Khosru acknowledged that

differences remain but indicated that negotiations

would continue. The government has argued that

reform implementation must take into account current

economic conditions, including pressures linked to

energy costs and broader fiscal constraints. The IMF

has called for higher tax revenues, faster financial

sector reforms, and a more market-determined

exchange rate, while Bangladeshi authorities have

emphasized a gradual approach aligned with domestic

conditions. [The Daily Star]

In this context, the finance minister stated separately

that Bangladesh faces a significant capital deficit in

both the banking system and the private sector,

describing parts of the banking sector as near

insolvency and indicating that capital replenishment is
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necessary for reform measures to proceed. He also

identified rising energy costs as a key fiscal pressure,

noting that reliance on imported energy—particularly

spot market purchases—has resulted in additional

expenditures of about USD 2 billion. He added that

weak business activity and limited growth in tax

revenues are further constraining the fiscal position,

and that the government may seek more than USD 2

billion in external financing to support fuel and

liquefied natural gas imports. [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, in parallel to the proposed household

support scheme, the government has launched a

“Farmers’ Card” program aimed at expanding direct

support to the agriculture sector. The scheme targets

small farmers, including sharecroppers, and is

designed to provide subsidized inputs, access to low-

interest loans, crop insurance, and advisory services,

while reducing reliance on intermediaries. The

program will be implemented in phases, beginning

with a pilot covering more than 22,000 farmers and

expanding nationwide over five years to reach

approximately 27.5 million farmers. Agriculture

accounts for around 11–12 percent of gross domestic

product and employs a significant share of the

workforce. [Reuters 2]

Bangladesh: Energy pressures intensify as

war-driven shocks trigger price hikes and

industrial disruption

(lm) Bangladesh’s energy system came under

increased pressure over the past days, as knock-on

effects of the ongoing Middle East war— including

higher global oil and LNG prices, increased transport

and insurance costs, and disruptions to supply routes

such as through the Strait of Hormuz—increasingly

visibly affected the country’s import capacity. These

developments prompted fuel price increases, supply

management measures, and wider impacts on

electricity generation and industrial activity in a system

heavily dependent on imported energy.

The first acute signal came on April 14, when

production at Eastern Refinery Limited, Bangladesh’s

only state-owned oil refinery, was halted after crude

shortages forced its two main units to suspend

operations, with a third unit running only partially. The

refinery typically processes only about one-fifth of

national fuel demand, meaning Bangladesh remains

heavily dependent on imported refined products even

under normal conditions. [Dhaka Tribune 1]
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Late in the week, on April 18, retail fuel prices were

raised by 10 to 15 percent, with petrol now priced at

BDT 135 (USD 1.10) per liter, up from BDT 116, while

diesel and kerosene were also increased - reversing

earlier assurances that prices would remain stable.

Authorities stated that rising import costs made earlier

subsidy measures increasingly difficult to sustain. The

following day, the energy minister described the

situation as shaped by global “wartime” conditions and

said domestic prices remain below actual import cost,

with subsidies continuing despite the increase.

[Reuters] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Notably, the energy minister at the same time rejected

the existence of a nationwide fuel shortage, stating

that disruptions at filling stations were caused by panic

buying, hoarding, and black market activity.

Enforcement measures included mobile court

operations that filed 3,510 cases, imposed BDT 15.6

million (USD 127,000) in fines, and seized 542,000 liters

of fuel. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

To stabilize supply, the government increased imports,

with multiple fuel shipments arriving or scheduled at

Chittagong port, including large volumes of diesel and

octane, while pipeline deliveries from India continued.

In parallel, Bangladesh sought to secure continued

access to external supply routes, with Foreign Minister

Khalilur Rahman requesting Iran to facilitate the

passage of a Bangladesh-flagged vessel through the

Strait of Hormuz after transit was disrupted,

underscoring the impact of the conflict on a key route

for energy shipments. [Dhaka Tribune 4] [Dhaka

Tribune 5] [Dhaka Tribune 6] [Dhaka Tribune 7] [Dhaka

Tribune 8] [Dhaka Tribune 9] [Dhaka Tribune 10]

[Dhaka Tribune 11] [Dhaka Tribune 12]

The most significant pressure, however, has been

visible in LNG procurement. Bangladesh expects to

import 11 LNG cargoes in May, but only three are

secured under long-term contracts, with the remaining

eight to be sourced on the spot market, where prices

and availability have become highly volatile. Since the

start of the Middle East war, Bangladesh has already

purchased 11 spot cargoes, reflecting a shift away from

more stable long-term supply arrangements. [Reuters]

The impact has become most visible in the power

sector. Since mid-April, load-shedding has intensified

across the country, with outages typically lasting six to

nine hours per day and exceeding 10 hours in some

regions, particularly outside major urban centers.

Power generation has fallen below demand due to

shortages of gas and liquid fuels, forcing distribution

companies to ration electricity. Industrial production—

especially in energy-intensive sectors such as textiles—
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has been disrupted, while households and small

businesses face rising costs and reduced reliability of

supply. [Dhaka Tribune 13]

The effects have also begun to extend into

downstream industrial supply chains, most clearly in

fertilizer production. A major state-owned fertilizer

plant producing compound fertilizers used in

agriculture was forced to suspend operations after

running out of ammonia, its key input. The plant

normally relies on two of the country’s largest gas-

based fertilizer producers, which together account for

more than 3,000 tons of daily urea output and

significant ammonia production. Both upstream

facilities have remained shut since early March due to

gas shortages, cutting off supply. [Dhaka Tribune 14]

Bangladesh: Outstanding power plant

bills exceed USD 4.29 billion

(lm) Bangladesh’s Power, Energy and Mineral

Resources Ministry reported in parliament that

outstanding bills owed to government and private

power plants, including electricity imports, stood at

BDT 523 billion (USD 4.29 billion) as of April 9.

The liabilities include BDT 116.34 billion (USD 0.95

billion) owed to the state-owned gas supplier for

arrears, BDT 38.92 billion (USD 0.32 billion) for

electricity imports from India, BDT 173.58 billion (USD

1.42 billion) in capacity and fuel payments to gas- and

fuel oil-based independent power producers, and BDT

154.53 billion (USD 1.27 billion) related to coal costs

and capacity payments for coal-based plants.

Additional arrears include BDT 56.23 billion (USD 0.46

billion) owed to government-owned power companies

and BDT 1.99 billion (USD 0.02 billion) in pending

hauling charges.

The minister also stated that total bank loans taken by

power plants amount to BDT 1.49 trillion (USD 12.24

billion). [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: First nuclear plant enters

final pre-operational phase

(lm) Bangladesh has moved its first nuclear power

facility, the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, into the final

stage before electricity generation, with the issuance of

a commissioning license for fuel loading at Unit 1

marking the transition from construction to operation.
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The plant is being constructed with support from

Russia under a turnkey arrangement, including

financing, fuel supply, and initial operational support.

Initial electricity generation from Unit 1 is expected

within approximately three months of fuel loading,

with early output projected at around 300 megawatts

before gradually increasing. Full operational capacity of

about 1,200 megawatts for the unit is targeted by late

2026, following phased testing and grid integration.

The project consists of two reactors with a combined

capacity of about 2,400 megawatts, positioning nuclear

power as a new component in Bangladesh’s energy

mix. Unit 2 is also advancing, with preparations for its

own fuel loading expected later in 2026. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government targets 10,000

MW solar expansion by 2030 under

revised renewable energy policy

(lm) Against the larger backdrop of an ongoing energy

crisis due to the Middle East war, Bangladesh’s

government has set a target to generate 10,000

megawatts of solar power by 2030 as part of a broader

effort to address persistent energy shortages and

diversify the country’s energy mix.

The government intends to rely heavily on private

sector participation alongside state involvement,

opening both public and private land for large-scale

renewable projects. Authorities are also working to

streamline regulatory and legal frameworks through a

dedicated committee tasked with accelerating

approvals and implementation. In parallel, the policy

review includes efforts to promote domestic

production capacity and modernize solar systems,

while also expanding into wind and biogas energy.

Officials indicated that maintaining competitive

electricity costs—targeted at approximately BDT 4 to

BDT 8 per unit (USD 0.03 to USD 0.07)—will be central

to attracting investment. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: No visible improvement in

security situation under Bangladesh

Nationalist Party government

(lm) Bangladesh is experiencing continued incidents of

violent crime, attacks on religious sites, and mob
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violence, with limited progress in investigations and

enforcement, according to recent data and

parliamentary statements. These developments follow

the ouster of longtime Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in

August 2024, a subsequent interim period of

approximately 1.5 years, and the recent formation of a

government led by the Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP).

Police data shows a 14 percent increase in murder

cases in the first quarter of 2026 compared to the

same period in 2025, with reported cases reaching 287

in January, 250 in February, and 317 in March. Other

reported crimes include extortion, kidnapping,

robbery, and sexual violence, including in Dhaka.

[Dhaka Tribune 1]

Separately, more than 100 attacks on shrines have

been recorded across the country since August 2024,

involving vandalism, arson, looting, and coordinated

assaults. According to available data, only 12 cases

have been formally filed, with limited progress in

investigations and few or no arrests reported. Data

from a local rights monitoring group indicates that at

least three people have been killed and more than 200

injured, including women, during this period. Many of

the attacks were linked to allegations of religious

disrespect, often based on rumors or edited videos

circulated online that mobilized local crowds. [Dhaka

Tribune 2]

Meanwhile, in parliament on April 20, an independent

lawmaker stated that incidents of mob violence

continue despite repeated assurances by the home

minister that such practices would be curtailed. She

cited incidents affecting state institutions, media

outlets, and court premises, as well as cases involving

fatalities linked to mob violence, including a recent

killing in Kushtia and an earlier lynching in Chittagong.

She added that assurances had been given that mob

violence would be addressed and accountability

ensured, but referred to a lack of visible progress in

investigations and legal proceedings in earlier cases.

[Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bhutan: Rising global fuel costs drive

sharp increase in subsidy burden

(lm) Bhutan is facing rising fuel import costs amid

knock-on effects from the ongoing Middle East war,

prompting the government to expand subsidies and

introduce demand-side measures to contain the

domestic impact. Recent price adjustments reflect

external cost pressures, while fiscal support has
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increased significantly to shield households and key

sectors such as transport, construction, and industry.

Petrol prices increased by around 5 percent, rising

from BTN 97.88 (USD 1.17) to BTN 102.90 (USD 1.23)

per liter. Diesel prices rose only marginally—by around

0.1 percent—from BTN 98.19 (USD 1.18) to BTN 98.31

(USD 1.18) per liter, as the government absorbed most

of the cost increase. Without subsidies, petrol prices

would have been about 8 percent higher, while diesel

prices would have increased by more than 100

percent, indicating a near doubling in the absence of

state support.

As of April 16, government spending on fuel subsidies

had reached BTN 492 million (USD 5.9 million), with

costs expected to rise by approximately BTN 1.2 billion

(USD 14.4 million) per month under current conditions,

indicating rapidly increasing fiscal pressure.

The higher subsidy burden on diesel reflects its central

role in Bhutan’s economy, where it directly affects

transport costs and the pricing of food and essential

goods. According to the Prime Minister’s Office, rising

import costs—particularly for diesel—are a key

concern.

In response, authorities have introduced measures to

reduce fuel consumption. Public agencies have been

directed to limit non-essential travel, expand remote

work, and promote alternative commuting options,

while similar steps have been encouraged for the

private sector. The Ministry of Finance has also

requested detailed information on critical service

vehicles from ministries, state-owned enterprises, and

Druk Holding and Investments, Bhutan’s state-owned

holding company that manages major government-

owned enterprises, to enable prioritization of fuel use

if conditions worsen. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Agriculture sector meets most

development targets but faces funding

and execution gaps

(lm) Bhutan’s agriculture and livestock sector has

achieved around 79 percent of its current Five-Year

Plan (13th Plan) targets as of fiscal year 2025–26,

reflecting steady progress in production,

infrastructure, and market development. However,

funding shortfalls and implementation delays continue

to constrain the sector’s ability to fully deliver on its

role as a future growth driver.
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According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock,

the sector is central to the government’s strategy to

expand its economic contribution from BTN 31 billion

(USD 0.37 billion) in 2023 to BTN 50 billion (USD 0.60

billion) by 2029, with a focus on high-value agriculture,

commercialization, and export diversification.

Progress has been uneven. While overall output and

biodiversity targets have largely been met—and some

products such as asparagus, mushrooms, maize, and

pork production exceeded expectations—others,

including quinoa, tomatoes, and honey, remain

significantly below target. Infrastructure development,

including irrigation and farmland expansion, is

advancing but remains incomplete, and large-scale

commercial farming—seen as critical to modernization

—has yet to fully materialize.

The main constraint is financing. Of 48 ongoing

activities, only 14 are fully funded, while the majority

operate with partial funding and several have not yet

begun despite initial allocations. Major initiatives—

including commercial farms, breeding centers, and

agri-processing infrastructure—still lack committed

funding, limiting the sector’s transformation potential.

Public investment has also fallen short of full

execution, with about BTN 3.24 billion (USD 38.9

million) spent across fiscal years 2024–25 and 2025–26,

corresponding to roughly 75 percent of planned

expenditure. This reflects broader implementation

bottlenecks across ministries, highlighted during the

government’s mid-term review process led by Prime

Minister Tshering Tobgay.

Beyond funding, structural challenges persist,

including climate vulnerability, animal diseases, limited

mechanization, and the need to strengthen market

linkages and export capacity. While digitalization,

insurance schemes, and policy reforms are underway,

the sector’s ability to meet its 2029 targets will depend

primarily on closing financing gaps and accelerating

project execution. [Kuensel]

India: Government women’s quota bill

collapses amid opposition pushback

(dql) India’s lower house has failed to pass a landmark

bill mandating 33 percent representation for women in

Parliament and state legislatures, after it became

entangled with a controversial proposal to redraw

electoral boundaries and expand the legislature.
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Despite broad cross-party backing for increasing

female political participation, the combined legislation

fell short of the required two-thirds majority, securing

298 votes in favor and 230 against and prompting the

government to withdraw the delimitation component.

The dispute centered on the proposed delimitation—

the redrawing of constituencies based on 2011 census

data and a major expansion of seats—from 543 to

around 850 by 2029—which opposition parties argued

would disproportionately benefit faster-growing

northern states and, by extension, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

[ABC News] [DW]

The opposition called the defeat of the constitutional

amendment a political and constitutional victory,

constituencies and a major expansion of parliamentary

seats. Main opposition Congress party leader Rahul

Gandhi hailed crushing of the “nefarious and

mischievous attempt of the Prime Minister and Home

Minister,” a “win for our democracy, our federalism,

and the Constitution.” [The Tribune] 

In response, the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

announced a nationwide campaign targeting the

Congress-led opposition over the implementation of

women’s quota, escalating political contestation ahead

of a looming delimitation exercise. The party accused

the opposition of misleading the public and

undermining efforts to expand political representation

for women.

The BJP argues that women’s reservation cannot be

implemented without a prior delimitation process

based on updated census data, as mandated by

constitutional provisions.

The opposition, by contrast, has called for immediate

implementation within the current parliamentary

framework, intensifying a broader constitutional and

political debate over representation. The BJP has

dismissed this position as legally untenable and

politically opportunistic, while also linking it to

resistance against proposed constitutional

amendments aimed at mitigating regional imbalances.

[The Tribune 2]

India: Opposition renews push to remove

Chief Election Commissioner amid

institutional tensions

(dql) Opposition parties are preparing a fresh attempt

to initiate removal proceedings against Chief Election
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Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar, following the

rejection of earlier notices by parliamentary

authorities. Leaders from multiple parties, including

the Congress, Trinamool Congress, Samajwadi Party,

and Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, are coordinating

efforts to draft a new motion and secure broader

political backing.

The allegations against the CEC center on claims of

compromised institutional independence and

executive influence, including accusations of partisan

conduct, lack of transparency, and interference in

electoral processes. The opposition has also raised

concerns over voter list revisions and compliance with

judicial directions, framing the issue as one of

safeguarding the integrity of India’s electoral system.

The renewed push comes in the aftermath of the

government’s setback on the Constitution Bill on

women’s representation in the parliament and state

legislatures (see article above0, with opposition leaders

seeking to capitalize on momentum and demonstrate

increased support for the move. Reports indicate that

the opposition is aiming to gather at least 200

signatures—significantly more than in previous

attempts—to strengthen the political signal behind the

initiative.

However, earlier notices were rejected by both the

Lower House Speaker and the Upper House Chairman,

who ruled that the charges—while serious—did not

meet the constitutional threshold of “proved

misbehavior” required for the removal of an Election

Commissioner. [The Tribune] 

India: Court orders probe into opposition

leader citizenship allegations

(dql) A High Court has directed an inquiry into

allegations that opposition leader Rahul Gandhi holds

dual citizenship, overturning an earlier lower court

decision that had declined to pursue the matter. The

court instructed the Uttar Pradesh government to

either investigate the claims or refer them to a central

agency, citing the need for proper scrutiny given the

nature of the allegations.

The case stems from a petition by a ruling Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP)-affiliated complainant alleging, on

the basis of purported documents including

communications linked to the British government, that

Gandhi is ineligible to serve as a member of

Parliament. While the trial court had ruled that

questions of citizenship fall outside its jurisdiction, the
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High Court’s intervention reopens the issue within a

formal investigative framework. [The Tribune]

India: Himalayan waste surge exposes

governance gaps and rising ecological risk

(dql) Rapidly growing waste accumulation across the

Himalayan belt is emerging as a critical environmental

and governance challenge, as a new policy paper

warns that existing systems are failing to keep pace

with tourism-driven growth and infrastructure

expansion. According to India’s Environment Ministry,

Himalayan states generate over 7,000 metric tons of

solid waste annually, with limited recycling capacity

and seasonal population surges overwhelming local

management systems.

The challenge is compounded by rising climate

vulnerability. A 15–20 percent increase in extreme

rainfall events since the 1950s has heightened

landslide risks and exposed infrastructure fragility,

underscoring the limits of current development

models. Given the Himalayas’ role as a critical water

source for up to 1.5 billion people across South Asia,

environmental degradation carries significant

downstream and transboundary implications.

Current policy tools, including national recycling

frameworks, remain poorly adapted to the region’s

geographic constraints. The report calls for a shift from

fragmented, project-based approaches to system-level

planning aligned with watershed dynamics, ecological

carrying capacity, and localized waste management

solutions. [The Tribune]

India: Wheat export easing signals

calibrated shift in food security policy

(dql) India has approved additional wheat exports of

2.5 million tons, signaling a cautious shift from strict

export controls toward a more flexible, supply-driven

policy stance. The decision reflects improved domestic

availability and easing price pressures following a

government review of production, stocks, and market

conditions.

The outlook for the 2025–26 season remains strong.

Wheat acreage has expanded to around 33.4 million

hectares, while official estimates place output at

approximately 120 million tons, indicating another

robust harvest. Higher production and comfortable
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stock levels have created room for limited export

expansion without undermining domestic food

security.

Since early 2026, authorities have incrementally

relaxed restrictions, with total approved exports now

reaching 5 million tons of wheat and 1 million tons of

wheat products. The phased approach is designed to

support farm incomes during peak arrivals while

preventing domestic price volatility.

The move marks a partial reversal of the May 2022

export ban, imposed amid a heatwave-driven output

shock and surging global prices following the Russia–

Ukraine war. Since then, India has largely restricted

exports to government-to-government shipments,

prioritizing domestic stability. [The Tribune]

India: Air Force moves to build layered

counter-drone defense amid cross-border

threat concerns

(dql) The Indian Air Force (IAF) is moving to develop a

layered, indigenous counter-drone defense capability,

reflecting a growing operational focus on low-cost

aerial threats and close-range air defense following

recent assessments under “Operation Sindoor.” The

operation—launched in May 2025 in response to the

22 April Pahalgam attack in Jammu and Kashmir that

killed 26 civilians, triggering a brief armed conflict

between the India and Pakistan—focused on

identifying gaps in air defense systems, particularly in

countering small, low-altitude unmanned aerial

threats.

A request for information issued by the IAF’s South

Western Command calls for systems capable of

detecting, tracking, and neutralizing hostile UAVs, with

an emphasis on “launch-and-forget” interceptor

drones. These platforms are designed to

autonomously engage targets using onboard sensors

and guidance systems, reducing reliance on ground-

based control in high-tempo operational

environments.

The proposed architecture adopts a three-tiered

approach: man-portable systems for short-range, low-

altitude interception; vehicle-mounted platforms

capable of engaging targets at medium range; and

higher-end systems with extended range and altitude,

integrated with command-and-control functions. This

layered structure is intended to address the full

spectrum of drone threats, from tactical surveillance

platforms to more advanced systems.
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In parallel, the Defence Ministry is pursuing

procurement of a new micro-UAV platform for the IAF’s

Garud Special Forces, optimized for high-altitude

operations and extreme conditions. The system is

expected to enhance surveillance, targeting, and

operational flexibility in difficult terrain. [The Tribune]

Maldives: Administration undertakes

broad restructuring across cabinet, party,

and state-sector governance

(lm) The administration of Maldivian President

Mohamed Muizzu has initiated a broad set of political

and administrative adjustments across multiple

arenas, including the executive, the ruling party, and

state-sector governance, indicating a notable

recalibration of its governing approach.

The adjustments follow a significant political setback

earlier this month, when Muizzu’s ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC) – which controls a two-third

majority in Parliament - suffered losses in local council

elections alongside a nationwide referendum. In the

referendum, approximately 69 percent of voters

rejected a proposed constitutional amendment to

synchronize presidential and parliamentary elections.

Subsequent runoff rounds confirmed a fragmented

electoral landscape, with the opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) securing key council positions

and the PNC losing representation in some local

bodies, even as it retained pockets of support in

Women’s Development Committee contests. [The Sun

1]

Against this backdrop, the President moved to

recalibrate both the structure of his administration and

the functioning of the state apparatus, initiating

changes across the executive, the ruling party, and

state-sector governance. He also stated on April 20

that he does not intend to pursue further

constitutional amendments, signaling a rollback at the

constitutional policy level following the referendum

outcome, while continuing to pursue reforms within

the existing constitutional framework. [The Sun 2]

The most immediate changes were at the level of the

executive. On April 14, the President carried out the

most extensive restructuring of his administration

since taking office in November 2023, reducing the

cabinet from 20 to 15 ministries following the

resignation of 10 ministers, including key portfolios

such as defense, foreign affairs, health, tourism, and

higher education. The restructuring involved significant

institutional consolidation: education and higher
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education were merged, labour functions were moved

to an expanded Ministry of Homeland Security, Labour

and Technology, transport was integrated into the

Ministry of Economic Development, Transport and

Trade, and civil aviation was combined with tourism.

The Ministry of Social and Family Development was

dissolved, and the Ministry of Cities, Local Government

and Public Works—originally created to strengthen

decentralization—was abolished, with its functions

redistributed. [The Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

The dismantling of the local government ministry has

triggered legal and constitutional debate. The Local

Government Authority has argued that no legal

vacuum arises, citing constitutional provisions allowing

administrative continuity, while critics such as a former

attorney general contend that transferring

responsibilities to unelected bodies undermines

constitutional requirements for elected local

governance under the Decentralization Act. [The Sun 5]

[The Sun 6]

Parallel to the executive changes, the PNC has

undertaken internal reorganization. On April 18,

Secretary-General Muaz Haleem resigned, after less

than 1.5 years in the office, citing the need to better

align party structures with public sentiment. On April

20, Moosa Fathuhy Adam—previously a state minister

in the now-abolished Local Government Ministry—was

appointed as his successor, reflecting an effort to

stabilize party leadership following the electoral

setback. [The Sun 7] [The Sun 8]

At the same time, the administration has moved to

restructure state-sector governance. The government

has ordered a sweeping overhaul of state-owned

enterprises (SOEs), instructing workforce reductions of

up to 33 percent across companies overseen by the

Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB). The

measures follow earlier austerity steps, including hiring

freezes, restrictions on salaries and allowances, and

limits on discretionary spending. Finance Minister

Moosa Zameer indicated that SOEs employ around

42,000 people out of a total public-sector workforce

exceeding 72,000, with reductions to be calibrated

based on operational needs. [The Sun 8] [The Sun 9]

The measures come against the backdrop of economic

strain linked to the Middle East war, which has driven

up fuel costs and disrupted tourism—Maldives’

primary source of revenue. They also follow criticism

that SOEs continued large-scale hiring ahead of the

April 4 polls, including over 1,000 new recruits at one

major company, contributing to public backlash and

the ruling party’s electoral losses. Allegations of

patronage practices—such as reports of non-
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performing employees in companies like the Maldives

Airports Company Limited (MACL)—have further

intensified scrutiny of state-sector governance. [The

Sun 10]

At the same time, leadership instability within SOEs

has increased. At least five major state companies—

including utilities, ports, and fisheries firms—are

currently operating without permanent managing

directors following dismissals and resignations in early

April. The PCB has stated that vetting is underway and

appointments will be made “very soon.” [The Sun 10]

In parallel, the government has pledged to reduce

politically motivated appointments across both

ministries and state companies, emphasizing merit-

based recruitment and performance criteria. President

Muizzu stated that political appointments would be

reduced “as much as possible,” while new hiring

processes are to require public advertisement and

qualification thresholds. [The Sun 11]

Maldives: Veteran politician returns to

frontline politics with national reform

push and party leadership bid

(lm) Former president Mohamed Nasheed—a central

figure in Maldivian politics and a leading opposition

voice—has moved back into full-time domestic politics

following the end of his tenure as Secretary General of

the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) in Ghana, a

development that comes in the immediate aftermath

of a significant setback for the ruling People’s National

Congress (PNC) in local elections and a nationwide

referendum earlier in April. [The Sun 1]

Nasheed had already rejoined the main opposition

Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) in 2025 after

breaking away in 2023, when a widening rift with

former president Ibrahim Mohamed Solih split the

party and led him and his supporters to form The

Democrats. His return now marks a shift into active

frontline engagement within the country’s main

opposition force, which was quickly translated into

concrete political moves.

On April 19, he announced his candidacy for the MDP

chairpersonship and endorsed former economic

minister Fayyaz Ismail as the party’s candidate for the

2028 presidential election. Former president Solih has

previously signaled interest in the party’s future

presidential ticket, while party president Abdulla

Shahid is also seen as a possible contender. [The Sun

2]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-mr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-mr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-my/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-mj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-mt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-mi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-mi/


At the same time, Nasheed and Fayyaz Ismail launched

a joint reform initiative under the banner “Bodu

Badhalu” (“big change”), proposing far-reaching

constitutional changes. These include separating the

roles of head of state and head of government,

strengthening parliamentary accountability, expanding

public participation, and enhancing oversight of

independent institutions, effectively reviving proposals

to shift the Maldives toward a more parliamentary

system.

The initiative builds on a long-standing position of

Nasheed, who has for years advocated a transition to a

parliamentary system and has previously indicated his

willingness to assume a role within such a framework.

He again signaled interest in serving as head of state

under the proposed model. [The Sun 3]

The reform proposals have drawn criticism from

multiple quarters. Ibrahim Ismail, a key drafter of the

Maldivian constitution and brother of Fayyaz, argued

that the country already operates under a carefully

designed mixed system combining presidential and

parliamentary features and said the proposed changes

are “not good,” while acknowledging that some

constitutional revisions may still be needed. Ahmed

Abdulla Didi, a former Chief Justice, similarly warned

that the initiative could represent an attempt by an

opposition faction to regain power through

constitutional change, arguing that major reforms

should instead be undertaken through a Constituent

Assembly elected by the public and cautioning against

politically driven amendments. [The Sun 4] [The Sun 5]

President Mohamed Muizzu, for his part, rejected

Nasheed’s call for dialogue, stating that such systemic

reforms fall outside the mandate granted to him by

voters and that his priority remains implementing the

government’s five-year program. [The Sun 6]

At the same time, the Prosecutor General’s Office has

instructed the police to accelerate the unresolved

financing component of the May 6, 2021, attack on

Nasheed. He was seriously injured when an improvised

explosive device attached to a motorcycle detonated

outside his residence in Malé. Although one

perpetrator who admitted carrying out the bombing

was sentenced in 2021 and another defendant was

later convicted of supporting a terrorist organization,

the investigation into those who financed and

organized the attack has remained incomplete for

more than three years. [The Sun 7]
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Maldives: Anti-defection case proceeds

without interim relief

(lm) The Supreme Court of the Maldives has rejected

requests to suspend the enforcement of controversial

anti-defection provisions while concluding hearings in

a constitutional case that could reshape the balance

between political parties and elected representatives.

The case concerns a November 2024 constitutional

amendment that requires Members of Parliament

(MPs) to lose their seats if they resign from, are

expelled from, or switch the party under which they

were elected, or—if elected as independents—join a

party. The provisions are intended to prevent party-

switching but have drawn criticism for potentially

shifting control over parliamentary mandates from

voters to party leadership structures.

The petition argues that the amendment violates

principles of popular sovereignty by undermining the

direct link between voters and their representatives. As

part of the proceedings, the petitioner sought interim

injunctions to suspend the application of the rules and

to halt any disciplinary processes affecting judges

involved in the case. The Court denied both requests,

stating that suspending the provisions could affect the

final judgment and that the second request would

require judges to rule on matters directly concerning

themselves. No interim relief has therefore been

granted, and the rules remain in force pending a final

ruling. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

The proceedings have taken place against a backdrop

of a highly contested judicial situation. After the

Supreme Court agreed in February 2025 to hear the

constitutional challenge, Parliament moved to reduce

the size of the Court from seven to five judges, and on

February 26, the Judicial Service Commission

suspended Justices Dr. Azmiralda Zahir, Mahaz Ali

Zahir, and Husnu Al Suood following a communication

from the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC).

The timing of these measures—immediately before a

scheduled hearing in the case—prompted allegations

of interference from opposition and legal actors and

drew international concern. A United Nations Special

Rapporteur on the independence of judges and

lawyers stated that the judges were reportedly

targeted in connection with the constitutional case and

warned that the suspensions and related proceedings

could amount to interference with judicial

independence, while international legal organizations

and the Bar Council of Maldives raised concerns

regarding due process and transparency. The

government has maintained that the actions were
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based on ongoing investigations and followed

constitutional procedures. Despite these changes, the

reconstituted bench has continued the case based on

earlier procedural decisions.

At the same time, the ACC’s investigation into the

suspended Supreme Court justices has seen no

publicly disclosed progress more than a year after its

initiation, and the opposition Maldivian Democratic

Party has criticized delays in corruption investigations

more broadly, stating that responses have been

limited to confirmations that cases remain under

review. [The Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

Against this backdrop, the ruling Progressive National

Congress (PNC) has pointed to a separate Supreme

Court ruling to argue that President Mohamed Muizzu

does not interfere with the judiciary. In that case, the

Court ordered the removal of PNC MP Mohamed

Sinaan after determining that he had failed to comply

with constitutional requirements due to an unsettled

court-ordered debt. The decision represents the first

case in the current parliamentary term involving loss of

a seat on such grounds. Sinaan has announced his

intention to contest the resulting by-election under the

PNC, while the party’s parliamentary majority has

decreased by one seat. [The Sun 5] [The Sun 6]

Maldives: Chief judicial administrator

resigns while president outlines judicial

restructuring plan

(lm) Amjad Musthafa, the Chief Judicial Administrator

(CJA)—the highest administrative position within the

Maldivian judiciary—resigned on April 20, just over a

year after his appointment in February 2025. No

official reason for his departure has been disclosed.

[The Sun 1]

The resignation coincided with the announcement of a

broader judicial reform initiative by President

Mohamed Muizzu, centered on restructuring the

administrative oversight of the judiciary. The President

outlined plans to amend existing legislation to

reinstate a Judicial Council—originally established

under the 2010 Judicature Act but later nullified—

which would comprise senior judges and assume a

central role in judicial administration and coordination.

Under the proposed changes, the government intends

to remove the Department of Judicial Administration

from the oversight of the JSC and instead make it

accountable to the Chief Justice and the reconstituted

Judicial Council. Muizzu argued that the current
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framework, introduced under former president

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, has enabled indirect

influence over the judiciary and concentrated

excessive authority in administrative officials,

particularly at the level of magistrate courts.

The government has indicated that new reform

legislation will be submitted to the current parliament,

where it holds a supermajority, although no bill has yet

been formally introduced. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Judicial commission selects new

High Court chief judge

(lm) The Judicial Service Commission (JSC)—the body

responsible for judicial appointments and oversight—

has decided to appoint Abdulla Jameel Moosa as Chief

Judge of the High Court, filling a vacancy created by the

elevation of his predecessor to the Supreme Court.

Jameel, who had been serving as acting chief judge

since November 2025, was selected from a pool of

candidates that included sitting High Court judges and

a former judge of the same court. While the decision

has been taken internally, it has not yet been formally

announced. [The Sun]

Maldives: Opposition seeks parliamentary

inquiry into alleged decade-long audit gap

at Malé City Council

(lm) A lawmaker from the opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) has called for a parliamentary

inquiry into the Malé City Council, the local

government authority responsible for administering

the Maldivian capital and managing municipal services,

land, property, and other public resources in the city.

The issue carries added political weight because the

council is controlled by the MDP, the main opposition

party, which currently holds the mayoralty and

dominates the capital’s municipal administration.

In a letter submitted on April 18, North Galolhu MP

Mohamed Ibrahim urged Speaker Abdul Raheem

Abdulla to initiate an investigation, alleging that the

council has not been audited for the past ten years

despite handling substantial public revenue streams.

He argued that the Auditor General’s Office, which is

legally mandated under the Audit Act to examine all

state institutions, appears not to have carried out an

audit of the council during that period.
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The lawmaker asked the Public Accounts Committee of

parliament to convene urgently, summon both council

officials and the Auditor General for questioning, and

ensure that audits are conducted and findings

published. The request follows earlier claims by Malé

Mayor Adam Azim that an audit had taken place, an

assertion that has been challenged by critics and has

now prompted calls for formal clarification. [The Sun]

Maldives: High Court orders

reinstatement of dismissed police

commander

(lm) The High Court of the Maldives has ordered the

reinstatement of former divisional police commander

Ahmed Shiyam, who was dismissed from service in

2014, concluding a protracted legal dispute over the

legality of his termination. The court further directed

that he be compensated with salaries and allowances

accrued from the date of dismissal.

The case originated after Ahmed Shiyam was removed

from his position as commander of a regional police

division on allegations of abuse of authority. He

subsequently filed an unlawful termination claim

before the Civil Court, which rejected the case in 2020.

An appeal was then lodged with the High Court in

2021, leading to the present ruling after approximately

five years of appellate proceedings.

In its judgment, the High Court found that the state

failed to substantiate the evidentiary basis for the

dismissal. Specifically, the court determined that the

material relied upon by the police disciplinary body

had not been adequately presented or proven in court,

and that this failure undermined the conclusion that a

proper investigation had been conducted prior to

termination. [The Sun]

Maldives: Post-mortem ordered after

death in police custody

(lm) Authorities have initiated a post-mortem

examination following the death of a 41-year-old man

while in police custody in Malé. Police reported that

the individual was found unresponsive inside a

detention cell at a custodial facility and was

subsequently transported to a public hospital, where

he was pronounced dead on arrival. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Fuel price surge and inflation

pressures prompt restructuring of crisis

committee

(lm) Fuel and gas prices in the Maldives increased by

12.48 percent month-on-month in March and 12.28

percent year-on-year, marking the sharpest rise since

the Maldives Bureau of Statistics began publishing the

current index. Overall inflation rose by 0.18 percent

month-on-month and 1.33 percent year-on-year, with

fuel as the primary driver. On some islands, retail fuel

prices increased from approximately MVR 15 (USD

0.45) to MVR 30 (USD 0.90), while disruptions in

cooking gas supply led to temporary rationing and

proposed price increases by private distributors. [The

Sun 1]

The price increases coincide with disruptions in global

energy markets linked to the war involving Iran, Israel,

and the United States, including tensions around the

Strait of Hormuz. As a fully import-dependent

economy, the Maldives is structurally exposed to such

external shocks. The Asian Development Bank projects

economic growth to slow to around 1 percent in 2026,

with inflation rising to approximately 5 percent, driven

by higher import costs and pressure on tourism and

public finances.

Speaking against this backdrop, government officials

recently stated that measures are being implemented

to limit the domestic impact of global price increases,

including diversification of import sources, stockpiling

of essential commodities, and coordination under a

presidential crisis committee. Authorities also

indicated efforts to secure external financing of

approximately USD 100 million to offset rising fuel

costs, while maintaining that sufficient supplies are

available domestically. [The Sun 2]

In parallel, the government has restructured its

institutional response framework. A cabinet-level

committee which was set up in February to manage

the impact of the Middle East war has been

reconstituted and is now chaired by Finance Minister

Moosa Zameer, following a broader cabinet reshuffle

early last week that reduced the number of ministries

from 20 to 15. [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Tax authority flags 48

companies for failure to file returns

(lm) The Maldives Inland Revenue Authority has

published a list of 48 companies that have failed to
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submit required tax returns for periods up to 2024,

including firms operating in construction, tourism, and

retail—sectors that form key pillars of the Maldivian

economy. [The Sun]

Maldives: Government establishes office

to define territorial boundaries and

manage disputes

(lm) The government has established a new agency,

the Office of the Territories of Maldives, tasked with

defining the country’s territorial boundaries,

determining official baselines and maritime limits, and

coordinating the resolution of territorial disputes with

domestic institutions and international bodies. The

office will also prepare boundary maps and related

technical data, with administrative arrangements

underway for its operational launch.

The development follows earlier policy statements by

the current administration committing to address what

it describes as unresolved or unfavorable outcomes in

the delineation of the country’s maritime areas. The

Maldives’ territorial framework is primarily governed

by the Constitution and national legislation, while

maritime entitlements—such as territorial seas and

exclusive economic zones—are defined under the

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

The issue is closely connected to the status of the

Chagos Archipelago, a group of islands in the central

Indian Ocean. The archipelago was administered by

the United Kingdom but was the subject of a 2019

advisory opinion by the International Court of Justice,

which found that sovereignty should be transferred to

Mauritius. Following this, maritime boundary issues

involving the Maldives and Mauritius were addressed

in proceedings before the International Tribunal for

the Law of the Sea, which considered delimitation of

the relevant maritime zones.

The current administration has stated that it does not

accept changes to territorial definitions as set out in

Maldivian law and has indicated plans to formalize

maritime claims up to 200 nautical miles. It has also

previously expressed its position on the Chagos matter

in public statements and indicated that it is examining

legal avenues, including potential recourse to

international adjudication. [The Sun]
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Nepal: Government seeks to translate

election commitments into a unified

reform agenda

(lm) The government of Prime Minister Balendra Shah

has drafted an 18-point national commitment

framework intended to consolidate key promises

made by six national parties during the March 5

parliamentary elections into a common policy

roadmap for the coming fiscal year and beyond. The

draft covers 17 sectors and has been circulated to

political parties for feedback within 10 days, with the

stated aim of incorporating agreed commitments into

national policies, programs, and the budget for fiscal

year 2082–83 (2026–27).

The framework sets out wide-ranging targets, including

higher economic growth, poverty reduction, job

creation, expanded irrigation, energy development,

administrative restructuring, anti-corruption measures,

civil service reform, and a foreign policy centered on

neutrality, non-alignment, and “Nepal First, Nepali

First.” It also includes politically sensitive commitments

such as auditing the assets of public office holders

since 1991, ending party-based trade unions in public

administration, restructuring the National Planning

Commission, limiting federal ministries to 17, and

strengthening digital, climate, education, health, and

infrastructure agendas. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

At the same time, the question of how far the federal

government is prepared to devolve authority remains

central. In a direct meeting with Prime Minister

Balendra Shah, five chief ministers argued that

provinces remain unable to exercise even their

constitutionally guaranteed powers because of the

continued absence of enabling laws, weak fiscal

transfers, incomplete police adjustment, staff

shortages, and repeated federal interference. They

pressed for progress on legislation related to the civil

service, policing, education, forestry, land acquisition,

procurement, and other sectors, while also objecting

to federal circulars that, in their view, encroach on

provincial jurisdiction. Shah reportedly assured them

that provinces must be strengthened and indicated

that the government would move forward on pending

legislation and implementation. [The Kathmandu Post

2]

These debates intersect with broader concerns over

the functioning of provincial governance itself. Analysts

and former officials argue that provinces, most of

them currently led by the Nepali Congress and the

Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) –

the two parties that led the coalition government prior
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to the dissolution of Parliament in September 2025 at

the height of youth-led protests -, also face pressure to

reform their own structures after years of expanding

ministries and cabinets beyond what many experts

consider administratively or fiscally justified. Although

several past commissions and parliamentary studies

recommended limiting provinces to roughly five to

seven ministries, coalition politics led many provincial

governments to create larger cabinet structures to

accommodate partners. With the Shah government

having reduced the federal cabinet and launched a

100-point reform agenda, experts argue that provincial

governments are now under pressure to undertake

similar streamlining if they want to restore public

confidence in federalism and provincial governance.

[The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Anti-corruption drive faces early

credibility tests amid internal controversy

(lm) Nepal’s new government under Prime Minister

Balendra Shah has taken a series of steps framed

around corruption control, public accountability, and

administrative reform, but the moves are already

generating questions over consistency, legal scope,

and political intent.

Most notably, the government has formed a five-

member commission under a former Supreme Court

justice to collect, verify, and investigate the assets of

major political office holders and high-ranking officials

who served between 2006 and 2026, with a possible

second phase extending the review period back to

1990 or 1989–2005. The commission follows a March

27 cabinet decision and is presented as part of a

broader anti-corruption agenda. However, key

elements of its mandate remain unclear, including its

precise terms of reference, categories of officials

covered, duration, investigatory powers, and how its

findings would be acted upon. While opposition parties

have broadly supported asset scrutiny in principle,

they have stressed that any inquiry must remain

evidence-based, legally grounded, and not be used as

a political instrument. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Questions over credibility are reinforced by legal and

institutional constraints. Under Nepal’s constitutional

framework, criminal proceedings against certain senior

office holders—including the President, Vice President,

Chief Justice, Supreme Court justices, and heads of

constitutional bodies—are tied to impeachment

procedures. Moreover, commissions of this kind are

fact-finding bodies rather than prosecutorial organs,

meaning that any substantive cases would need to be
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pursued by institutions such as the Commission for the

Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA). Skepticism is

also shaped by precedent: the Bhairav Lamsal

Commission, established in 2002 to investigate asset

accumulation by public officials following the

restoration of multi-party democracy in 1990, collected

extensive information but its findings were never fully

implemented or publicly released. [The Kathmandu

Post 2]

The government’s anti-corruption messaging has also

been sharpened by controversy over the public

disclosure of ministers’ own assets. Prime Minister

Shah and cabinet members published property details

within weeks of taking office, earlier than many

predecessors, but the disclosures triggered public

scrutiny over the scale and origins of their wealth,

including landholdings, gold, cash reserves, vehicles,

and share investments. Student protests followed,

demanding disclosure of sources of income and

impartial investigation. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

One figure who quickly drew particular attention was

Home Minister Sudan Gurung, a political newcomer

who rose to prominence through the anti-

establishment “Gen Z” protest movement that

preceded the government’s rise to power. His own

response to criticism—stating that being born poor is

not one’s fault but dying poor is—drew sharp backlash

and was later deleted. The controversy escalated

further after reports on April 20 linked Gurung to

investments in companies also associated with

businessman Deepak Bhatta, who had been arrested

on April 1 and is under investigation for money

laundering.

The allegations prompted criticism both online and

within the ruling Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), with

party lawmakers calling for a formal investigation and

warning that the government’s credibility depends on

applying its stated anti-corruption standards

consistently—especially after another minister had

been dismissed on April 9 over a separate controversy.

[The Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal: Government moves affecting

party-linked structures in state, media,

and education sectors

(lm) Nepal’s new government under Prime Minister

Balendra Shah has introduced a set of measures

affecting the role and presence of political party-linked

structures across state institutions, public resources,

and related sectors. The steps are presented as part of
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a broader “good governance” agenda, but have

prompted responses from political parties, civil society

actors, and sectoral stakeholders.

One area concerns the use of public land and buildings

by party-affiliated trade unions and politically linked

organizations. The government has moved to enforce a

2022 policy requiring such entities to convert free use

of state property into paid leases, with the possibility

of repossession in cases of non-compliance.

Enforcement of the policy has historically been limited,

and many organizations linked to major political

parties continue to occupy such properties. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

In the education sector, the government is preparing

measures to remove party-affiliated student unions

from universities and colleges. The plan includes

dismantling union offices and prohibiting institutions

from providing space or facilities to politically aligned

student bodies. Authorities have also indicated that

existing structures such as Free Student Unions may

be replaced by non-partisan student representation

mechanisms. Student organizations affiliated with

major parties have opposed the move and announced

protests, arguing that it affects rights to association

and representation. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The government has also issued a directive affecting

the media sector. An order on April 1 requires all

official advertisements and public notices to be placed

exclusively in state-owned outlets such as

Gorkhapatra, Radio Nepal, and Nepal Television. The

government has stated that the measure is intended to

reduce expenditure and standardize practices. Private

media organizations have criticized the decision,

warning of financial impacts and reduced access to

public information. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

In parallel, authorities in Madhesh Province, in

southern Nepal along the border with India, have

intensified enforcement against Indian-registered

vehicles operating without proper customs clearance.

Officials estimate that large numbers of such vehicles

are in use, reflecting long-standing cross-border

movement practices. Political parties in the region

have opposed stricter enforcement, arguing that it

could disrupt local economic and social ties linked to

the open border. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Supreme Court recognizes current

leadership of main opposition party, but

internal power struggle continues
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(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court has recognized the faction

led by Gagan Kumar Thapa as the official Nepali

Congress, ending a three-month dispute over party

legitimacy that began after a special general

convention in mid-January elected Thapa as party

president. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

That convention was convened by Thapa and his allies

after a dispute over party leadership, the expiry of the

previous central working committee, and

disagreement over whether the next regular general

convention should be held before or after the March 5

national elections. The rival faction aligned with former

party president Sher Bahadur Deuba challenged both

the legality of the special convention and subsequent

decisions taken by the Thapa-led leadership, including

preparations for the party’s 15th general convention.

Despite the ruling, internal divisions within the party

remain unresolved. The Nepali Congress, which

emerged from the March 5 elections as the second-

largest party and main opposition force, but with only

38 lawmakers and therefore in a significantly weaker

position than in the previous parliament, has yet to

appoint its parliamentary party leader. That post is

constitutionally significant because the leader of the

opposition sits ex officio on the Constitutional Council,

the body involved in major constitutional

appointments. An announced timetable to select the

parliamentary party leader on April 7 was not

implemented, reflecting continuing disagreement

within the leadership. Reporting indicates that Thapa

backed one contender while vice-president Bishwa

Prakash Sharma supported another, and neither side

was able to impose a consensus candidate.

Factional arithmetic continues to shape the struggle.

Of the party’s 38 lawmakers, 20 were elected through

proportional representation and 18 through first-past-

the-post seats. Because the proportional

representation list had been prepared before the

January special convention under the Deuba-led

structure, most of those proportional representation

lawmakers are considered closer to the rival camp,

limiting Thapa’s ability to command a majority inside

the parliamentary party even after securing judicial

recognition as party chief. Parallel claims to authority

have continued in recent weeks, including disputes

over party letterhead, statements issued in the name

of the party leadership, and disciplinary action against

leaders associated with the rival side. [The Kathmandu

Post 2]
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Nepal: Government launches process to

revise local boundaries and upgrade

municipalities

(lm) Nepal’s government has initiated a nationwide

process to revise the number, boundaries, and

classification of local administrative units ahead of

local elections scheduled for next year, in line with

legal requirements to review the system before each

electoral cycle. The process follows numerous requests

—particularly from wards—for boundary changes due

to service delivery challenges, administrative disputes,

and unclear demarcations.

Current demands include over 100 wards seeking

boundary revisions and several municipalities

requesting upgrades to sub-metropolitan or

metropolitan status. At present, Nepal has six

metropolitan cities, 11 sub-metropolitan cities, 276

municipalities, and 460 rural municipalities, divided

into 6,743 wards.

The ministry expects only limited structural changes

overall, but anticipates widespread redrawing of ward

boundaries to address administrative inefficiencies

and local demands. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Parliament moves to reinstate

personal secretaries for lawmakers after

earlier cost-cutting removal

(lm) Nepal’s Federal Parliament Secretariat has

initiated steps to restore personal secretarial support

for members of parliament, a provision previously

scrapped by the interim government led by former

chief justice Sushila Karki as part of fiscal austerity

measures.

The earlier decision was justified on cost reduction

grounds and concerns over misuse, including the

appointment of unqualified individuals and allegations

that some lawmakers appointed relatives or claimed

salaries without maintaining staff. Under the previous

system, each lawmaker was entitled to one personal

secretary with compensation equivalent to a mid-level

civil service position.

The move to reinstate the facility follows lobbying by

newly elected lawmakers after the March 5 elections,

who argue that such support is necessary for

legislative work, including research, drafting, and

constituency coordination. Discussions are ongoing

over safeguards, including stricter qualification criteria
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and alternative designations such as “researcher,”

aimed at addressing earlier governance concerns while

restoring institutional support for parliamentary

functions. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government considers

infrastructure court

(lm) The government has initiated a review of its

dispute resolution framework for development

projects, forming a task force under the Ministry of

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs to assess the

need for a dedicated “infrastructure court.” The

proposal responds to persistent delays caused by

litigation, particularly in cases where contractors

challenge contract terminations, preventing authorities

from awarding new tenders until disputes are

resolved. Officials argue that prolonged court

processes—often extending from arbitration bodies

such as the Nepal Council of Arbitration to higher

courts including the Supreme Court—have become a

structural bottleneck in project implementation. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

The issue of legal delays intersects with broader

tensions between development priorities and

regulatory enforcement, highlighted by a recent

Supreme Court ruling concerning the Lumbini

industrial corridor. The Court ordered the removal or

strict regulation of industries operating within a 15-

kilometre radius of Lumbini - the birthplace of Gautam

Buddha and a UNESCO World Heritage site -, citing

environmental degradation and threats to the site’s

archaeological integrity. The decision nullifies prior

administrative approvals that allowed industrial activity

in the area and mandates enforcement of pollution

control standards.

The ruling affects an industrial cluster spanning

roughly 20 square kilometers in Rupandehi district,

near the Indian border, where around 40 medium and

large-scale enterprises—including 11 cement factories

—operate. These businesses represent an estimated

investment of NPR 70 billion (approximately USD 520

million) and provide direct employment to at least

10,000 workers.

At the same time, environmental and heritage experts

have emphasized that industrial emissions have

already caused measurable damage to Lumbini’s

monuments. Studies conducted by national authorities

and international experts, including assessments

linked to the United Nations Environment Programme,

have identified severe air pollution, particulate
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accumulation, and structural degradation of key

archaeological features such as the Ashoka Pillar. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Global energy shock from Middle

East war disrupts construction and

manufacturing sectors

(lm) Rising global energy prices linked to the war

involving Iran, Israel, and the United States are

disrupting Nepal’s construction and manufacturing

sectors, with shortages of petroleum products and raw

materials leading to project delays, workforce

reductions, and risks of shutdowns across multiple

regions.

The impact is most visible in construction, where key

inputs such as bitumen - used for road blacktopping -

have become scarce and significantly more expensive,

with prices nearly doubling. Nepal relies heavily on

imports from India and, to a lesser extent, Gulf

countries; both supply channels have been affected by

reduced crude oil availability and downstream

disruptions. As a result, dozens of road projects across

multiple provinces have been delayed or halted, with

contractors reporting that previously agreed contract

terms are no longer viable under current cost

conditions.

At the same time, manufacturing sectors—particularly

plastic-based industries dependent on petroleum-

derived inputs—are facing acute shortages and rising

costs of raw materials. Imports of polymer granules

and related inputs have slowed or stopped, leading to

production cuts of up to 40–50 percent in some

industrial clusters. Businesses report that existing

inventories are being depleted, raising the risk of

further production disruptions. [The Kathmandu Post

1]

The external shock is also affecting Nepali migrant

workers in India. Fuel shortages and rising prices there

have made basic living conditions increasingly difficult,

with cooking gas becoming scarce or unaffordable and

employment opportunities declining in sectors such as

construction and hospitality. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Increased police shootings in drug

operations fail to curb trafficking
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(lm) Nepal Police have increasingly used firearms in

drug-related operations, with at least 17 shooting

incidents recorded over the past three years, including

multiple cases in April in the capital, Kathmandu, and

Rupandehi, a district in southern Nepal near the Indian

border. Police state that shots are fired in self-defense

when suspects resist arrest or attempt to flee, under

the Narcotics (Control) Act, 1976. The growing use of

force has nonetheless raised concerns regarding

proportionality and effectiveness.

The approach builds on earlier “encounter”-style

practices, including the 2017 killing of a suspected

trafficker in Lalitpur, which drew criticism from human

rights actors as excessive use of force. Similar concerns

have been raised in subsequent cases, with the

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) previously

characterizing some incidents as extrajudicial killings.

Some police officials, however, argue that such tactics

previously reduced organized crime and continue to

shape current enforcement strategies.

Recent incidents across Kathmandu, Jhapa in eastern

Nepal, Banke in mid-western Nepal, and Rupandehi

show a consistent pattern: suspects—many of them

Indian nationals—are shot, typically in the legs, during

arrest operations. Police attribute this to resistance or

attempts to escape. Authorities also point to the cross-

border nature of trafficking, facilitated by the open

Nepal–India border, with cannabis and opium moving

from Nepal into India and pharmaceutical drugs

entering Nepal through concealed transport methods.

Available data suggests that intensified enforcement

has not reduced drug-related crime. Cases rose from

4,100 in 2022–23 to 5,110 in 2024–25, while arrests

increased from 6,186 to 7,943. Cannabis seizures more

than doubled to over 51,000 kilograms, alongside

increases in heroin and opium. Estimates cited by

experts indicate that actual drug use far exceeds

official figures, pointing to a growing market. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: IMF program advances amid

external financing pressures and renewed

market access

(lm) Pakistan’s engagement with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) has advanced, with the lender

indicating that the country’s USD 7 billion Extended

Fund Facility (EFF)—a multi-year loan program tied to

fiscal and structural reforms—remains on track and

that the next tranche will soon be submitted to the

Executive Board for approval. The staff-level
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agreement reached in late March would unlock about

USD 1.2 billion, including roughly USD 1 billion under

the EFF and about USD 210 million under the

Resilience and Sustainability Facility, bringing total

disbursements under the program to approximately

USD 4.5 billion. [Arab News 1]

The next fiscal year 2026–27 budget is being prepared

in line with the latest staff-level agreement, with a

focus on broadening Pakistan’s narrow tax base to

meet a targeted primary balance of 2 percent of gross

domestic product. This is notable because Pakistan’s

tax-to-gross-domestic-product ratio remains around 10

percent, and key sectors such as agriculture, retail, real

estate, information technology, and parts of the export

sector remain lightly taxed or outside the tax net.

Pakistan’s provisional tax collection for fiscal year

2024–25 reached PKR 11.735 trillion (USD 41.9 billion),

up 26 percent from PKR 9.3 trillion (USD 33.2 billion) a

year earlier, but still below the annual target of PKR

12.3 trillion (USD 43.9 billion). [Arab News 2]

Alongside the IMF program requirements, Pakistan has

been managing its external financing position to

maintain foreign exchange reserves and meet external

repayment obligations under the IMF-supported

program. Following a prolonged balance-of-payments

crisis, authorities are working to rebuild reserves

toward a target of around USD 18 billion by the end of

the current fiscal year in June.

On April 20, the State Bank of Pakistan, the country’s

central bank, confirmed receipt of USD 1 billion as the

second tranche of a USD 3 billion financial support

package committed by Saudi Arabia, following an

earlier USD 2 billion disbursement on April 15. In

parallel, Pakistan and the Saudi Fund for Development

agreed on April 16 to roll over an existing USD 3 billion

deposit with the central bank, while Saudi authorities

have also committed to extending a separate USD 5

billion deposit on longer-term terms. [Arab News 3]

[Arab News 4] [Arab News 5]

These inflows come alongside significant external

repayments. Pakistan has repaid USD 1.4 billion in

Eurobonds during April and returned USD 2 billion to

the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as part of a USD 3.5

billion bilateral deposit maturing by the end of the

month, highlighting continued pressure on foreign

exchange reserves. [Arab News 6] [Arab News 7]

At the same time, Pakistan re-entered external

borrowing markets, signaling improved short-term

access to capital. The government increased the size of

a three-year Eurobond issuance from USD 500 million

to USD 750 million after exercising a “greenshoe
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option,” a mechanism that allows the issuer to increase

the size of a bond offering in response to strong

investor demand, marking Pakistan’s first return to

international bond markets since 2022. In addition,

Pakistan raised PKR 109.297 billion (USD 390 million)

through its first Hybrid Sukuk, a Shariah-compliant

financing instrument combining asset-based and cost-

plus structures. [Arab News 8] [Arab News 9] [Arab

News 10]

These financing measures coincided with

improvements in external account indicators. Pakistan

recorded a current account surplus of USD 1.07 billion

in March, one of the strongest monthly readings on

record, following surpluses of USD 68 million in

January and USD 231 million in February. According to

official data, this shifted the July–March external

balance from a deficit of around USD 700 million to a

small surplus, reflecting tighter import controls,

improved remittance inflows, and policy adjustments

under the IMF-supported program. [Arab News 11]

At the international level, Pakistan also used the IMF–

World Bank Spring Meetings and the launch of the

United Nations-backed Borrowers’ Platform—a

coordination initiative among developing countries to

address debt challenges—to call for an early and

substantive review of IMF surcharges, which are

additional interest costs applied to large or prolonged

IMF loans. The finance minister warned that

developing economies face acute debt distress,

elevated borrowing costs, and tighter financial

conditions, further intensified by supply shocks in

energy and fertilizer markets linked to the ongoing war

involving Iran. [Arab News 12] [Arab News 13]

These improvements in the external account and

investor sentiment were accompanied, however, by a

more cautious medium-term outlook from the IMF. In

its latest World Economic Outlook, the IMF kept

Pakistan’s growth forecast for the current fiscal year at

3.6 percent but lowered its projection for fiscal year

2026–27 to 3.5 percent, down from the 4.1 percent

forecast issued in January. It also projected average

inflation of 8.4 percent for fiscal year 2026–27, up from

7.2 percent in the current fiscal year, while forecasting

that the current account would move from a surplus of

0.5 percent of gross domestic product this fiscal year

to deficits of 0.4 percent and 0.9 percent of gross

domestic product in the current and next fiscal years

respectively, as the economy remains exposed to

external shocks despite recent stabilization. [Arab

News 14]
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Pakistan: Shipping disruptions linked to

Middle East instability increasingly strain

power supply and economic activity

(lm) Pakistan continues to face energy and shipping

disruptions linked to instability around the Strait of

Hormuz, as the war involving Iran, the United States,

and Israel continues to severely disrupt the route, with

access and transit conditions remaining uncertain and

constrained. These developments have affected

Pakistan along two separate but parallel channels: oil

supply, used primarily for transport and pricing, and

liquefied natural gas (LNG), which is central to

electricity generation.

Over the past days, Pakistani authorities have reported

ongoing difficulties in securing passage for vessels,

reflecting broader disruptions linked to the war. At the

same time, limited movement continues: a Pakistani-

flagged tanker carrying approximately 440,000 barrels

of crude from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) exited

the Gulf via the Strait on April 16 - one of two Pakistani

tankers that had entered the strait a week earlier to

load crude and oil products - and was expected to

arrive in Karachi on April 19, indicating that transit

remains possible but restricted. [Arab News 1] [Arab

News 2]

Nonetheless, more recent changes in global oil prices

were reflected in domestic fuel pricing. Following

earlier increases during the initial escalation of the

war, diesel prices were reduced on April 17 by PKR

32.12 (USD 0.11) to PKR 353.43 (USD 1.24) per liter, as

global oil prices eased after partial resumption of

movement through the Strait of Hormuz. Petrol prices

remain at PKR 366.58 (USD 1.28) per liter. [Arab News

3]

To cut reliance on imported fuel, Pakistan has also

initiated additional domestic energy production during

this period. The Baragzai X-01 well in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa—the largest single-well oil and gas

discovery in the country—began commercial

production on April 15. The well currently produces

approximately 15,000 barrels of oil per day and 45

million standard cubic feet of gas, with output

expected to increase to 25,000 barrels per day and 60

million standard cubic feet. The project contributes

around 10 percent of national crude oil production.

Annual revenue is projected at PKR 57 billion (USD

199.5 million), with estimated foreign exchange savings

of approximately USD 329 million due to reduced

reliance on imported fuels. [Arab News 4]

More severely, Pakistan’s electricity system—heavily

reliant on imported LNG—has been affected by supply
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disruptions. Force majeure declarations by suppliers

such as Qatar reduced LNG imports by approximately

69 percent year-on-year in March. Pakistan is currently

facing a shortfall of around 400 million cubic feet per

day of gas and requires at least four to five additional

LNG cargoes in April to stabilize supply. LNG-fired

power plants, with installed capacity of about 6,000

megawatts, have been operating at sharply reduced

output due to fuel shortages. [Arab News 5] [Arab

News 6]

This supply disruption contributed to an electricity

deficit of about 3,400 megawatts earlier in the week,

resulting in outages of up to six to seven hours per day

in some regions, particularly central Punjab and the

northwestern province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Authorities have since reduced outages to

approximately 2.5 to 3 hours by increasing

hydropower generation to around 4,100 megawatts,

though this remains dependent on seasonal water

availability and may not be sustained as summer

demand rises.

To manage the shortfall, the government has

implemented multiple measures, including operating

furnace oil-based power plants at full capacity,

delaying maintenance of nuclear facilities, diverting

domestic gas supplies to the power sector, and

introducing controlled peak-hour power cuts of around

2.25 hours per day. Officials have indicated that spot

LNG purchases could help bridge the gap in the short

term, though at significantly higher costs—up to

around USD 60 million per shipment—adding pressure

to Pakistan’s external account under the ongoing

International Monetary Fund (IMF) program. [Arab

News 7] [Arab News 8]

Amid rising input costs linked to energy price volatility,

the government has set production targets for the

2026–27 summer (Kharif) agricultural season.

Authorities state that food availability remains

adequate, while affordability remains a concern,

particularly for low-income groups. Agricultural credit

is projected to increase to PKR 3,062 billion (USD 10.9

billion), while higher fuel costs continue to affect inputs

such as fertilizer and transport, alongside weather-

related risks to output. [Arab News 9]

Pakistan: Opposition demands expanded

medical access for jailed ex-prime

minister, wife following surgery

(lm) Pakistan’s main opposition party, the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), has called on authorities to grant
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its leader, jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan, and his

wife access to personal physicians and family

members, following renewed concerns over their

health and detention conditions.

The demands come after Bushra Khan, the former first

lady, underwent eye surgery on April 16 after being

diagnosed with retinal detachment while in custody at

Adiala prison in Rawalpindi. She was transferred to a

private hospital for the procedure and returned to

prison the following day in stable condition, according

to officials. Her detention has been accompanied by

repeated concerns from the PTI regarding her medical

condition and access to care, including calls for

independent evaluation and involvement of personal

doctors.

At a rally in Mardan, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province

governed by the PTI, party leaders reiterated demands

for expanded medical access, arguing that both

detainees should be allowed regular contact with

family members and treatment by physicians of their

choice. They warned that protest activities would

continue until these conditions are met. [Arab News 1]

[Arab News 2]

Bushra Khan is currently serving a 17-year sentence in

a case related to the sale of state gifts during her

husband’s tenure in office. Imran Khan, detained since

2023, remains imprisoned following multiple

convictions related to corruption and state secrets. The

government maintains that both are receiving

adequate medical care and describes the cases as

matters for the judiciary, while the PTI continues to

challenge the charges and detention conditions as

politically motivated.

Pakistan: Polio campaign progresses

despite attacks while HIV and Mpox

concerns grow in parallel

(lm) Pakistan has vaccinated more than 44.7 million

children during its second nationwide anti-polio

campaign of 2026, conducted from April 13 to 19, with

over 400,000 health workers deployed in a door-to-

door effort across the country. The campaign,

coordinated alongside Afghanistan, targets a disease

that remains endemic only in these two countries

globally. [Arab News 1]

The rollout has, however, been accompanied by

continued security risks. At least two police officers

were killed and others injured in separate attacks on

vaccination teams in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
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Balochistan during the campaign, underscoring

ongoing threats faced by frontline health workers.

[Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Port activity rises amid Middle

East disruptions – but ambitions face

structural constraints

(lm) Pakistan has recorded a sharp increase in port

activity as disruptions in Gulf shipping routes linked to

the Middle East war have diverted cargo flows toward

its ports, while authorities simultaneously seek to

position Gwadar as a future regional transshipment

hub despite persistent structural limitations.

Since early April, vessels—particularly those carrying

containerized cargo—have been rerouted from major

Gulf hubs such as Jebel Ali, Fujairah, Khor Fakkan in the

United Arab Emirates and Salalah in Oman to Pakistani

ports. This has led to a surge in transshipment activity,

with Karachi Port handling over 8,300 transshipment

containers and 133 vessel calls between March 1 and

24, while Port Qasim recorded more than 4,300

containers, representing a more than 2,300 percent

increase compared to February levels. Despite the

additional load, authorities state that ports are

continuing to operate “smoothly,” with expanded

handling capacity and services, including bunkering,

allowing them to accommodate increased demand.

The government has also opened ports to a broader

range of transshipment activities, including bulk and

vehicle cargo.

At the strategic level, Pakistan is seeking to leverage

these developments to strengthen its position in

regional maritime trade, including by attracting future

investment into Port Qasim and the deep-sea port at

Gwadar in southwestern Balochistan, a province

bordering Iran and the Arabian Sea. Gwadar, a central

component of the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC), is viewed by officials as having the potential to

contribute up to USD 25 billion annually to the

economy and to serve as a gateway for trade with

Central Asia. Its location near the Strait of Hormuz is

seen as a key strategic advantage, particularly in the

context of ongoing regional instability.

However, experts caution that significant constraints

continue to limit Gwadar’s development. Technical

limitations, including insufficient draft depth, restrict

access for large container vessels, while security

challenges linked to a long-running insurgency in

Balochistan, as well as gaps in infrastructure,

connectivity, and skilled labor, continue to affect
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operational viability. While authorities report gradual

increases in activity and ongoing efforts to address

policy and regulatory bottlenecks, analysts note that

realizing Gwadar’s full potential will depend on

sustained investment, improved security conditions,

and the development of a broader logistics and

industrial ecosystem. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Mavy test-fires indigenously

developed anti-ship missile

(lm) Pakistan’s navy has conducted a test of an

indigenously developed ship-launched anti-ship missile

during a live firing exercise. The system incorporates a

guidance mechanism that enables it to track and adapt

to moving targets and operational conditions during

flight. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Militant attacks in western

border provinces coincide with expanded

security operations

(lm) Pakistan has reported a series of militant attacks

and counterterrorism operations across Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, a northwestern province bordering

Afghanistan, and Balochistan, a southwestern province

bordering Iran and Afghanistan, alongside intensified

nationwide security measures.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a police officer was killed and

another injured in a militant attack on a police

checkpost in Hangu district on April 16, where

assailants used a quadcopter during a coordinated

assault. The incident occurred during a

counterterrorism operation that lasted several hours,

with security forces reporting the killing of multiple

militants in subsequent exchanges of fire. Officials

have noted increasing use of such drones by militant

groups, including the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a

banned Islamist militant organization. [Arab News 1]

Further operations were reported in the province. On

April 19, security forces killed two militants, including a

suicide bomber, during an intelligence-based

operation in Bannu district. One of the militants was

identified as a senior figure linked to previous attacks

on security personnel, including a February 21 incident

in which an army officer was killed. Weapons and a

suicide vest were recovered, and follow-up operations

are ongoing. [Arab News 2]
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In Balochistan, at least two police personnel were killed

and three others injured on April 20 in a shootout with

militants in the Bajoi area near Khuzdar. The attack

occurred while police were conducting house searches

following a robbery complaint, when militants opened

fire from a remote mountainous area. No group has

claimed responsibility, though the province has been

affected by a long-running separatist insurgency. [Arab

News 3]

In parallel, authorities have intensified security

operations across the country. In Islamabad, police

conducted large-scale search operations involving

checks of individuals, residences, and businesses,

alongside tightened controls at entry and exit points. In

Punjab, the Counter Terrorism Department carried out

hundreds of intelligence-based operations over the

past month, leading to the arrest of dozens of suspects

and the seizure of explosive materials, including

improvised explosive devices. [Arab News 4]

Seychelles: Inquiry launched into COVID-

19 travel platform

(lm) Seychelles has established a three-member

commission of inquiry to examine the procurement,

implementation, and management of the Travizory

digital travel authorization platform, which was

introduced in 2021 as part of the country’s COVID-19

response. The commission, chaired by a Supreme

Court Justice and supported by two additional

members, has been mandated to investigate the full

history of the agreement, including contractual terms,

decision-making processes, and actions taken before

and after its rollout. It will also assess potential

conflicts of interest and compliance with domestic tax

obligations by the company involved.

The inquiry follows earlier political controversy

surrounding the platform, which was made mandatory

for travelers to submit personal and health-related

data during the pandemic and had drawn criticism

over transparency and governance concerns. The

commission, formally established under the Official

Gazette, is expected to begin work shortly and submit

its findings and recommendations within six months.

[Seychelles News Agency, in French] [State House,

Seychelles]

Seychelles: Government moves to

strengthen legal framework for drug
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enforcement and asset disposal

(lm) Seychelles has approved amendments to the Drug

Enforcement Agency Bill 2026 to introduce a formal

legal framework governing the disposal of seized

narcotics and vessels used in trafficking operations,

including those intercepted within the country’s

Exclusive Economic Zone. The Cabinet decision adds

provisions clarifying the authority of the planned

enforcement agency to conduct seizures,

investigations, and arrests, while addressing gaps in

existing institutional arrangements, which currently

rely on police structures.

The revised framework also provides for the

destruction of confiscated drugs following due process,

as well as the disposal of assets linked to trafficking

activities, such as vessels used at sea. The move

follows concerns that previously seized narcotics had

re-entered the domestic market. Seychelles maintains

a strict anti-drug policy, with trafficking and

importation offences punishable by life imprisonment

and significant financial penalties. [Seychelles News

Agency]

Sri Lanka: Energy ministry leadership

resigns over coal probe at a time of

broader sector pressures

(lm) Sri Lanka’s energy sector entered a sharper

political phase in recent days, as the resignation of the

energy minister under opposition pressure over

alleged coal procurement irregularities came at a time

of increasing sectoral strain driven by knock-on effects

from the ongoing Middle East war. The leadership

change thus coincides with rising external pressure on

energy supply and costs.

Energy Minister Kumara Jayakody and Energy Ministry

Secretary Udayanga Hemapala stepped down last

week after President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

appointed a Presidential Commission of Inquiry to

investigate coal imports and electricity generation. The

commission is mandated to examine procurement

practices, coal quality, potential financial losses to the

state, contractual compliance, operational

performance at power plants, and the responsibility of

political authorities, officials, Sri Lanka Coal Private

Limited, and suppliers. The government has

maintained that no wrongdoing has been established

and that the resignations were intended to facilitate an

independent investigation. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily

Mirror 2]
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The resignation is politically notable given Jayakody’s

close personal and political relationship with President

Dissanayake, who had previously defended him. The

decision to allow his departure under mounting

pressure, while keeping the position open for a

possible return pending the outcome of the

investigation, suggests a balancing act between

political damage control and continued internal loyalty.

[Daily Mirror 4]

The inquiry formalizes concerns that had already

emerged earlier in April, when authorities

acknowledged that substandard coal had reduced

output at the Norochcholai power plant, Sri Lanka’s

main coal-fired facility, and audit findings pointed to

procurement irregularities [see AiR No. 15, April/2026,

2]. But the controversy has since expanded beyond

procurement and governance issues to include

environmental and public health concerns, and an

environmental impact assessment related to the

imported coal has still not been published. [Daily

Mirror 4]

Administrative changes followed the resignations.

G.M.R.D. Aponsu, a senior official previously serving in

finance and economic affairs, was appointed as the

new Energy Ministry Secretary. President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake then appointed Anura

Karunathilaka, Minister of Ports and Civil Aviation, as

the new Energy Minister, with the energy portfolio

added to his existing responsibilities rather than

triggering a broader cabinet reshuffle. [Daily Mirror 5]

[Daily Mirror 6]

Opposition parties—including the Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB) and the Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP)—argued that Jayakody was being

used as a scapegoat to shield broader cabinet

responsibility for procurement decisions, and that the

resignation does not resolve underlying concerns over

coal quality, procurement procedures, and potential

financial losses. [Daily Mirror 7] [Daily Mirror 8] [Daily

Mirror 9]

These developments are unfolding at a particularly

difficult moment for Sri Lanka’s economy. A UNDP

rapid assessment on the human-development impacts

of the Middle East war identifies Sri Lanka as among

the most exposed economies in Asia and the Pacific.

The report notes that 80.2 percent of Sri Lankan

migrant-worker departures in 2025 were to the Middle

East, making remittance flows highly vulnerable to

disruption. It also points to a sharp fall in tourist

arrivals in early March and estimates weekly tea export

losses at USD 10 million to USD 15 million. More

broadly, the report warns that the war is destabilizing
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trade, energy markets, and financial systems across

the region, with risks of poverty increases in highly

exposed economies. [Daily Mirror 10]

Energy market disruptions have also fueled

controversy over reported oil import costs. At an

international forum, a senior banking executive

referred to a Sri Lankan buyer paying as much as USD

286 per barrel—far above global benchmarks. That

figure was later clarified by an opposition lawmaker as

referring to refined fuel delivered on a “door-to-door”

basis rather than crude oil purchases. The state-owned

Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, meanwhile, in the

interim had rejected any suggestion that Sri Lanka had

procured crude at such levels, stating that recent

shipments were priced between roughly USD 71 and

USD 113 per barrel, and warning of legal action over

what it described as misleading interpretations. [Daily

Mirror 11] [Daily Mirror 12] [Daily Mirror 13]

Sri Lanka: Opposition parties signal

renewed activity but remain fragmented

ahead of May Day

(lm) Sri Lanka’s main opposition parties used the post-

New Year period to signal renewed political activity,

but without evidence of a coordinated opposition front

ahead of May Day. The developments involve the Sri

Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), the United National

Party (UNP), and the main opposition Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), three parties with very different

recent trajectories in Sri Lankan politics.

Within the SLPP, former President Mahinda Rajapaksa

and his son and party National Organizer Namal

Rajapaksa indicated that the party is preparing for a

political comeback. The SLPP is the Rajapaksa family’s

party and was the dominant governing force before Sri

Lanka’s economic collapse, but it suffered a sharp

electoral collapse in the November 2024 parliamentary

election, falling from 145 seats in the outgoing

legislature to just three seats. Against that background,

Namal said the party would move forward while

learning from past mistakes, while Mahinda said the

party had reopened political activities with plans aimed

at regaining power. [The Morning] [Daily Mirror 1]

The SJB, led by Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa,

remains Sri Lanka’s main parliamentary opposition. It

was formed after breaking away from former

president Ranil Wickremesinghe’s UNP and won 40

seats in the 2024 parliamentary election. Reflecting

that position, SJB parliamentarian Sujeewa Senasinghe

said opposition parties should come together, but
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added that there was still no certainty about

agreement on a joint May Day rally. [Daily Mirror 2]

The UNP, was for decades one of Sri Lanka’s two main

establishment parties, but has been reduced to a

marginal parliamentary presence in recent years. In

the latest development, the UNP said it would not hold

a May Day rally, either alone or jointly with other

parties, because May Day this year falls on a Poya day,

a Buddhist full moon observance day. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Catholic Church renews

accountability demands ahead of 2019

Easter Sunday attacks anniversary

(lm) In the days immediately preceding the April 21

anniversary of the 2019 Easter Sunday attacks—a

series of coordinated suicide bombings targeting

churches and hotels that killed more than 250 people

and exposed major failures in intelligence coordination

—the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka renewed calls for

accountability, urging the creation of an independent

prosecution office to pursue those responsible. Church

representatives argued that existing prosecutorial

structures, particularly the Attorney General’s

Department, risk conflicts of interest and pointed to

ongoing concerns over witness intimidation, while

emphasizing that responsibility lies with specific

individuals within the security and intelligence

apparatus rather than entire institutions. [Daily Mirror

1]

In parallel, the Vatican formally recognized the victims

as “Heroes of Faith,” a symbolic step toward possible

sainthood designation that reinforces the Church’s

framing of the attacks and sustains international

attention on the case. [Daily Mirror 2]

The developments occur against the backdrop of a still

unresolved accountability process—despite multiple

investigations, commissions of inquiry, and recent

arrests of senior intelligence figures earlier in 2026—

which continues to face criticism over delays and

limited prosecutorial outcomes.

Sri Lanka: Media group raises concern

over authorities’ scrutiny of journalist

reporting on energy crisis

(lm) Concerns over press freedom have emerged in Sri

Lanka after the Free Media Movement, a local press
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freedom advocacy group, reported that the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) has sought information

from the social media platform X regarding a

journalist’s account linked to an article on the country’s

energy crisis.

According to the organization, the request relates to

content discussing the government’s handling of

energy sector issues, with authorities indicating that

the material may violate domestic law. The Free Media

Movement said it found no evidence of illegal content

and questioned the legal basis for the inquiry, warning

that the move could constitute undue interference

with freedom of expression.

The group also highlighted potential risks to journalists

reporting on the energy sector, noting that the issue

has become politically sensitive amid ongoing

investigations into alleged irregularities and

corruption. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: IMF reaffirms support following

progress on reform program

(lm) Sri Lanka secured continued backing from the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) during the

multilateral lender’s 2026 Spring Meetings, held last

week, with discussions focusing on the country’s

ongoing economic reform program and recovery

efforts.

A delegation led by the Central Bank Governor held

meetings with the IMF, World Bank, and investors in

Washington, where IMF leadership reaffirmed support

for Sri Lanka’s reform trajectory. The Fund’s

management referenced recent progress under the

Extended Fund Facility (EFF), including a staff-level

agreement reached earlier in April on the next

program review. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Medical union faces internal

criticism following recent strike

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Government Medical Officers’

Association (GMOA), the country’s main doctors’ union,

has come under internal criticism following a recent

strike, reflecting divisions within the profession during

an ongoing dispute with health authorities over post-

internship appointments.

The strike formed part of a series of work stoppages

earlier this month, during which government doctors
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boycotted duties multiple times in protest against what

the union described as irregularities in the placement

process for newly qualified doctors. Hospital services,

including outpatient departments and clinics, were

affected during these actions.

Against this background, criticism from within the

union has now emerged, with some members

describing the most recent strike as poorly organized

and insufficient to exert pressure on the government.

Union leadership, however, characterized the action as

a limited or “token” protest intended to signal

opposition rather than to fully disrupt services. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government says

infrastructure projects continue despite

knock-on effects from Middle East war

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Transport, Highways and Urban

Development Minister has stated that ongoing

infrastructure projects are continuing without

interruption despite the Middle East war, signaling that

external cost and supply pressures have so far not

disrupted project implementation. This includes the

third phase of the Central Expressway, a key national

highway corridor intended to improve connectivity

between the country’s central regions and the capital,

Colombo. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Island-wide police operations

result in over 600 arrests, including 98

wanted suspects

(lm) Sri Lanka Police conducted coordinated island-

wide operations targeting crime and narcotics,

detaining more than 600 individuals, including 98 with

outstanding warrants. Police said 26,600 individuals

were searched across all divisions, with 608 taken into

custody on suspicion. Of those detained, 26 have

already been directly linked to criminal activities, while

investigations into the remaining suspects are ongoing.

[Daily Mirror]
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Cambodia: Construction of USD 1 billion

hydropower project begins

(dql) Construction has begun on a Chinese-invested

USD 1 billion pumped-storage hydropower project in

southwestern Koh Kong province, marking a major

step in Cambodia’s push to strengthen energy

resilience and expand renewable capacity.

The Upper Tatay facility, developed by a Chinese state-

owned firm, will have a capacity of 1GW and function

as a large-scale energy storage system, helping

stabilize the grid and integrate intermittent solar and

wind power. Completion is expected by 2029.

The project comes as Cambodia faces heightened

pressure from global fuel supply disruptions linked to

the Iran war, which have exposed the country’s

reliance on imported energy. Officials have framed the

project as critical to achieving a 70 percent clean

energy target by 2030 and reducing vulnerability to

external shocks. [South China Morning Post]

Indonesia: Major parties explore merger

as early political realignment accelerates

ahead of 2029

(ms) Indonesia is witnessing an unusually early phase

of political realignment, as merger talks and party-

switching gain momentum years before the 2029

elections. However, these developments are less

indicative of ideological transformation than of the

continued dominance of elite-driven politics and the

long-term depoliticization of the party system.
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At the centre of attention are reports of a potential

merger between President Prabowo Subianto’s

Gerindra party and Surya Paloh’s NasDem. While

publicly framed as a possible “political fusion,” such a

move would primarily represent another phase of

coalition consolidation within Indonesia’s elite political

landscape rather than a meaningful ideological shift.

Indonesian political parties are overwhelmingly shaped

by elite interests and personal networks rather than

programmatic competition. As a result, conventional

left–right distinctions—particularly in European terms

—have limited analytical value. Although parties such

as Gerindra are often described as nationalist or

conservative, and others like NasDem or the

Indonesian Solidarity Party (PSI) as more progressive,

ideological differences between them remain relatively

narrow in practice.

NasDem itself is a relatively young party, founded in

2011 following Surya Paloh’s departure from Golkar,

and remains closely tied to his personal and business

networks. A potential merger with Gerindra would

therefore reflect the incorporation of another elite

network into Prabowo’s governing coalition, rather

than a substantive programmatic realignment.

At the same time, increased political “migration” across

parties—including movements involving NasDem, PSI,

and PDI-P—highlights the fluidity of elite alliances.

While such shifts are occurring earlier than usual, they

are consistent with a political system in which party

affiliation is often secondary to strategic positioning.

The growing visibility of PSI has attracted attention,

particularly in connection with former president Joko

Widodo. However, PSI should not be understood

simply as a personal vehicle for Jokowi. Rather, it

represents one of several political platforms through

which Jokowi-aligned networks may operate. Jokowi

himself rose to power through PDI-P, the party led by

Megawati Sukarnoputri, daughter of Indonesia’s

founding president Sukarno, and remains linked to

broader factional dynamics within Indonesian politics.

Importantly, parties such as NasDem and PSI both

operate within the framework of Pancasila, Indonesia’s

foundational state ideology, underscoring the limited

role of ideological differentiation. Where programmatic

affinities exist, these parties may be closer to one

another than to more explicitly nationalist actors like

Gerindra, but such distinctions remain secondary to

elite coordination.

Taken together, current developments point to an

acceleration of long-standing trends: political



competition in Indonesia is becoming more structured

earlier in the electoral cycle, but without a

corresponding increase in ideological clarity. Instead,

the evolving landscape reflects strategic positioning

among political elites and networks.

While a Gerindra–NasDem merger would be significant

in terms of coalition arithmetic, it would not be

unusual. Rather, it would represent a continuation of

Indonesia’s established pattern of elite consolidation

within an increasingly depoliticized party system.

[Kompas] [Tempo] [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta

Post 2]

Indonesia: Acid attack case against

activist set for military trial as hearings

scheduled

(ms) Indonesian authorities have formally advanced

the case of an acid attack on human rights activist

Andrie Yunus to a military court, with the first hearing

scheduled for April 29, despite continued criticism

from civil society groups over the choice of jurisdiction.

Military prosecutors confirmed that they had

submitted the case dossier to the Jakarta Military Court

after determining that it met all formal and material

requirements for trial. The court is expected to begin

proceedings with the reading of the indictment,

marking the next stage in a case that has drawn

national attention.

The attack took place on March 12 in Central Jakarta,

when two assailants threw acid at Yunus, a senior

member of the Commission for Missing Persons and

Victims of Violence (Kontras). He sustained serious

injuries, including burns to his face, eyes and around

20 percent of his body.

Four active members of the Indonesian Military’s

Strategic Intelligence Agency (BAIS) have been named

as suspects. They face charges of premeditated

assault, which carries a maximum sentence of seven

years in prison under Indonesian law.

The decision to proceed within the military justice

system has remained one of the most controversial

aspects of the case. Civil society organizations, legal

experts and activists have repeatedly called for the trial

to be transferred to a civilian court, arguing that such a

move would ensure greater transparency and

independence.
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Critics have expressed concern that military courts,

which operate within the armed forces, may limit the

scope of the investigation. In particular, they warn that

proceedings could focus narrowly on the four

identified suspects, without fully examining whether

others—potentially including higher-ranking officials—

may have been involved or had prior knowledge of the

attack.

Yunus’ professional background has further intensified

scrutiny. At the time of the assault, he was serving as

legal counsel for petitioners challenging a controversial

revision to Indonesia’s military law, which expands the

role of active-duty officers in civilian institutions.

Advocacy groups have suggested that his involvement

in this case could be linked to the attack, although

authorities have not officially confirmed a motive.

Public pressure surrounding the case has remained

strong. Demonstrations have taken place in Jakarta,

with activists demanding an independent investigation,

the establishment of a joint fact-finding team and a

shift to civilian jurisdiction. Protesters argue that the

handling of the case will serve as a broader test of

Indonesia’s commitment to the rule of law and

accountability, particularly in cases involving members

of the military.

Concerns have also been raised over restrictions on

media coverage, with press organizations criticizing

limitations on reporting that referenced possible wider

networks behind the attack.

With the case now formally registered and a trial date

set, attention is expected to focus closely on how

proceedings unfold. Observers say the scope of the

indictment, the evidence presented and the court’s

willingness to examine potential broader responsibility

will be key indicators of whether the process addresses

longstanding concerns over accountability in cases

involving the military. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Ombudsman chief arrested

over alleged bribery in nickel case

(ms) Indonesia’s newly appointed Ombudsman chief

Hery Susanto has been arrested on corruption charges

less than a week after taking office, in a case that has

drawn attention due to the role of the institution he

leads.

The Ombudsman of the Republic of Indonesia is an

independent state body responsible for overseeing

public services and handling complaints about
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government agencies. It investigates allegations of

maladministration and is intended to act as a

safeguard against abuse of power within the public

sector.

Hery Susanto, who was inaugurated as chair on April

10 for the 2026–2031 term, was named a suspect by

the Attorney General’s Office days later. Prosecutors

allege that he accepted IDR 1.5 billion (approximately

USD 87,000) in bribes from a nickel company,

identified as PT TSHI, during his previous tenure as an

Ombudsman commissioner between 2021 and 2026.

According to investigators, the case centers on a

dispute between the company and the Ministry of

Forestry over non-tax state revenue (PNBP) payments

related to mining operations. Authorities allege that

company representatives met with Hery in 2025 and

agreed to pay him in exchange for influencing an

Ombudsman investigation.

The investigation was reportedly used to challenge the

ministry’s calculation of the company’s financial

obligations. Prosecutors say Hery arranged for the

Ombudsman’s findings to favor the company, allowing

it to determine its own payment amount rather than

follow the government’s assessment.

Following his arrest, the Ombudsman’s leadership

issued a public apology and stated it would respect the

legal process and cooperate with investigators, while

maintaining that the institution’s work would continue

as normal.

Hery is currently being held in detention for further

investigation, and authorities have indicated that the

case forms part of a broader probe into corruption

linked to Indonesia’s nickel sector, a key industry for

the country’s economy. [Kompas] [Tempo] [The Jakarta

Post]

Indonesia: Court annuls corruption

suspect status of House secretary-general

in setback for KPK

(ms) An Indonesian court has ruled that the Corruption

Eradication Commission (KPK) acted improperly in

naming House of Representatives secretary-general

Indra Iskandar a suspect in a corruption case,

highlighting ongoing legal tensions in the country’s

anti-corruption efforts.

The KPK is Indonesia’s main anti-graft agency and has

historically played a central role in prosecuting
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corruption cases involving senior officials, lawmakers

and business figures. Its investigations are often

closely watched, as corruption remains a major

political issue in the country.

In this case, the South Jakarta District Court granted

Indra’s pretrial motion, declaring his suspect status

invalid and ordering the KPK to halt its investigation.

The ruling also lifted a travel ban that had been in

place since January 2024, when immigration

authorities restricted his movement at the request of

investigators.

Indra Iskandar serves as secretary-general of

Indonesia’s House of Representatives, a senior

administrative position responsible for managing

parliamentary operations and logistics. The case

against him relates to alleged corruption in a 2020

government project to procure and furnish official

housing for lawmakers. Investigators suspect

irregularities such as inflated costs and violations of

public procurement rules.

In Indonesia’s legal system, a pretrial motion allows

individuals to challenge procedural aspects of an

investigation, including whether authorities followed

proper legal standards when naming someone a

suspect. The court found that the KPK had failed to

meet the minimum requirement of presenting at least

two valid pieces of evidence before designating Indra

as a suspect. It also noted that he had not been

formally questioned in that capacity beforehand.

Indra had filed multiple pretrial challenges over the

past two years, withdrawing earlier attempts before

finally securing a ruling in his favor. The decision marks

a procedural setback for the KPK, though it does not

determine whether the corruption allegations

themselves are valid.

The KPK has stated that it will review the ruling and

evaluate its next legal steps, emphasizing that the

decision concerns formal procedures rather than the

substance of the case. Legal experts note that in

similar cases, investigations have sometimes been

reopened after procedural issues were addressed.

[Kompas] [The Jakarta Post] [Voice of Indonesia]

Indonesia: Cabinet secretary’s remarks on

“observer inflation” spark debate over

criticism and dissent

(ms) Indonesian Cabinet Secretary Teddy Indra Wijaya

is facing growing criticism after warning of what he
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described as an “inflation of observers,” with analysts

and civil society groups saying the remarks could

undermine legitimate public criticism.

Teddy made the statement during a press briefing in

April, where he argued that an increasing number of

commentators were spreading inaccurate information

and shaping public opinion against President Prabowo

Subianto’s administration. He said some observers

lacked relevant expertise and were contributing to

public anxiety, particularly in discussions around

economic conditions and energy prices.

Some analysts have linked the remarks to a wider

pattern of government responses to criticism.

Observers note that officials have increasingly

challenged or questioned critical commentary, framing

it as politically motivated or misleading rather than

engaging directly with the substance of the arguments.

The controversy comes amid heightened sensitivity

around dissent. Recent developments, including the

acid attack on activist Andrie Yunus and ongoing legal

proceedings involving members of the military, have

raised concerns among civil society groups about the

broader environment for critics of government policy.

[see article above]

Government officials have pushed back against these

concerns, stating that criticism remains welcome as

long as it is based on accurate data and constructive

analysis. Supporters of Teddy’s remarks argue that not

all public commentary is well-founded and that

misinformation can contribute to instability. [Channel

News Asia] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Former vice president Jusuf

Kalla reported over alleged blasphemy

after viral lecture remarks

(ms) Former Indonesian vice president Jusuf Kalla has

been reported to police over alleged blasphemy

following remarks made during a public lecture, in a

case that highlights growing sensitivity around religion

and public discourse in the country.

The complaint was filed by the Indonesian Christian

Youth Movement (GAMKI) and other groups after a

video clip from Kalla’s March 5 lecture at Gadjah Mada

University went viral. In the speech, delivered during a

Ramadan lecture at a campus mosque, Kalla referred

to past communal conflicts in Poso and Ambon,

suggesting that both Muslim and Christian groups had,
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at times, viewed killing or dying in conflict as

martyrdom.

Complainants argued that the remarks misrepresented

Christian teachings and caused public unrest. GAMKI

chairman Sahat Martin said the statement had

offended the Christian community and risked fueling

interreligious tensions in a country where religious

harmony is a sensitive issue.

Kalla’s representatives rejected the accusations, stating

that his remarks were taken out of context. They said

he was describing historical dynamics during sectarian

conflicts in the late 1990s and early 2000s, not

endorsing such views. According to his spokesperson,

the lecture aimed to explain how misinterpretations of

religion had contributed to violence, rather than justify

it.

Although no longer in office, Kalla remains an

influential political figure and has recently re-emerged

in public debates, including offering criticism of

government policies under President Prabowo

Subianto.

Police have yet to announce whether they will proceed

with a formal investigation. [Persecution] [The Jakarta

Post] [The Star]

Indonesia: Diesel import halt and B50

mandate mark shift toward energy self-

sufficiency

(ms) Indonesia will stop importing diesel fuel from July

1, 2026, as the government moves to implement a

nationwide B50 mandate, requiring a 50 percent

biodiesel blend based on crude palm oil.

The policy marks a significant step toward energy self-

sufficiency, with officials stating that higher biodiesel

usage will reduce diesel demand by nearly 17 percent.

At the same time, expanded domestic refining capacity

—particularly following upgrades at the Balikpapan

refinery—is expected to support local supply and

eliminate the need for imports.

The strategy is closely tied to Indonesia’s role as the

world’s largest producer of palm oil, which serves as

the primary feedstock for its biofuel program.

Authorities have emphasised that palm oil can be

processed not only into biodiesel but also into gasoline

and ethanol, with pilot projects underway to develop

palm-based gasoline in cooperation with state-owned

plantation firms.
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In parallel, Indonesia aims to introduce a 10 percent

ethanol blend in gasoline by 2027, further reducing

reliance on imported fuels and diversifying its

domestic energy mix.

The shift reflects broader government efforts to

strengthen energy independence while supporting

domestic agricultural industries. However, analysts

note that increased domestic use of palm oil could

have implications for global vegetable oil markets and

trade flows, particularly as Indonesia remains a key

supplier to international markets.

Taken together, the B50 mandate signals a structural

shift in Indonesia’s energy policy, positioning biofuels

as a central pillar of long-term energy security and

industrial strategy. [Antara] [Market Watch]

Indonesia: Major offshore gas discovery

strengthens long-term energy security

outlook

(ms) Indonesia has announced a major offshore

natural gas discovery in East Kalimantan, with

estimated reserves of around 5 trillion cubic feet (Tcf),

marking a significant boost to the country’s long-term

energy supply.

The discovery was made at the Geliga Block by Italian

energy company Eni and also includes approximately

300 million barrels of oil-equivalent condensate.

Officials described the find as strategically important

for strengthening national energy reserves and

supporting future production growth.

The Geliga-1 well was drilled to a depth of about 5,100

metres in waters reaching depths of 2,000 metres,

extending Eni’s exploration success in the

hydrocarbon-rich Kutai Basin. Combined with earlier

discoveries in nearby blocks, including around 2 Tcf of

gas at the Gula Block, total potential reserves in the

area could reach approximately 7 Tcf.

Production is expected to increase significantly once

development progresses. Current output of around

600–700 million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD)

could rise to 2,000 MMSCFD by 2028 and further to

3,000 MMSCFD by 2030. Condensate production is also

projected to scale up, reaching up to 150,000 barrels

per day by the end of the decade.

Authorities indicated that the additional supply will

primarily support domestic demand and downstream
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industrial development, as part of efforts to reduce

reliance on imported energy.

Taken together, the discovery underscores Indonesia’s

strategy of expanding upstream energy capacity to

enhance self-sufficiency while supporting industrial

growth and long-term economic resilience. [Jakarta

Globe] [The Online Citizen]

Indonesia: Central bank holds interest

rate at 4.75 percent amid rupiah pressure

(ms) Bank Indonesia (BI) has kept its benchmark

interest rate unchanged at 4.75 percent, as authorities

seek to stabilize the rupiah and contain inflation amid

ongoing global uncertainty.

The decision follows recent pressure on the Indonesian

currency, which briefly weakened past IDR 17,000 per

USD during heightened geopolitical tensions in the

Middle East. By early March, the rupiah had recovered

slightly to around IDR 16,985 per USD but remained

under strain.

BI also maintained its deposit facility rate at 3.75

percent and its lending facility at 5.50 percent,

signaling a cautious monetary stance. Governor Perry

Warjiyo said the policy aims to safeguard exchange

rate stability while keeping inflation within the central

bank’s target range.

Inflation rose to 4.76 percent in February, driven in

part by temporary factors, but is expected to ease and

remain within the target range of 2.5 percent ±1

percent over the year. However, rising global

commodity prices and energy market volatility

continue to pose risks.

To support the currency, BI has stepped up

interventions in both domestic and offshore markets

and is optimizing monetary tools to attract foreign

capital inflows. Officials say maintaining relatively high

yields is key to preserving investor confidence.

The move comes as Indonesian authorities pursue

broader financial sector reforms aimed at

strengthening market stability. The financial regulator

plans to increase capital requirements for securities

firms and asset managers, including doubling

minimum capital thresholds for smaller firms, in an

effort to reduce risks such as market manipulation and

improve investor confidence. [Business Indonesia]

[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]
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Indonesia: Rights body probes civilian

deaths in Papua amid ongoing conflict

(ms) Indonesia’s National Commission on Human

Rights (Komnas HAM) has launched an investigation

into the killing of at least 12 civilians during a military

operation in Papua, highlighting renewed concerns

over the long-running conflict in the country’s

easternmost region.

The incident reportedly occurred on April 14 in Kembru

village, Central Papua, during an operation by the

Indonesian military (TNI) targeting separatist fighters

from the TPNPB-OPM group. According to Komnas

HAM, those killed included women and children, with

several others seriously injured.

The rights body said it was still verifying the

circumstances of the deaths, including whether

civilians were caught in crossfire or directly targeted. It

stressed that any military operation resulting in civilian

casualties could constitute a violation of human rights

and international humanitarian law.

Papua has been the site of a low-intensity but

persistent conflict for decades. The region, rich in

natural resources such as gold and copper, was

incorporated into Indonesia in 1969 following a

controversial UN-backed referendum. Since then,

separatist groups have periodically clashed with

Indonesian security forces, while activists have accused

authorities of heavy-handed tactics and limited

transparency.

Military operations in Papua have intensified in recent

years, particularly in response to attacks on security

forces and strategic assets, including mining

operations. These operations often take place in

remote areas with limited independent access, making

verification of incidents difficult and contributing to

competing narratives between the military, local

communities and rebel groups. [Channel News Asia]

[Jakarta Globe] [Reuters]

Laos: President calls for unity and

sustainable growth in New Year address

(ms) Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith used his annual

New Year address to emphasize national unity, political

stability and sustainable economic development as key

priorities for the year ahead.
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In a televised speech marking the transition to the Year

of the Horse, Thongloun reflected on what he

described as a year of “national pride,” highlighting

major milestones including the 50th anniversary of the

Lao PDR, the completion of the 12th Party Congress

and recent legislative elections.

He said Laos had maintained political stability and

social order despite global challenges, pointing to

steady economic recovery supported by international

partners. The country’s regional and international

standing had also improved, he added, describing this

as the beginning of a “new era of development.”

At the same time, the president warned that the global

environment remains uncertain, citing ongoing

conflicts and external pressures. He urged citizens to

remain united under the leadership of the ruling Lao

People’s Revolutionary Party and to work collectively to

address emerging challenges.

Looking ahead, Thongloun called for stronger

implementation of the government’s 10th Five-Year

National Socio-Economic Development Plan, with a

particular focus on green and sustainable growth. He

stressed that national development would depend on

coordinated efforts across all sectors of society. [Lao

News Agency] [The Star]

Laos: Government moves to establish

sovereign wealth fund to strengthen

economic stability

(ms) The Lao government has taken a step toward

creating a national investment fund aimed at

improving the management of state assets and

strengthening macroeconomic stability, following the

signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on

April 2.

The agreement, signed between the Ministry of

Finance and the Lao Bullion Bank, initiates a feasibility

study for what is envisioned as a sovereign wealth

fund, also referred to as the Lao Investment Authority

(LIA). The initiative reflects a shift toward more

structured and professional management of national

wealth.

Senior officials, including Deputy Prime Minister and

Finance Minister Santiphab Phomvihane, attended the

signing ceremony, highlighting the project’s

importance within Laos’ broader economic strategy.
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According to officials, the proposed fund will focus on

managing key state assets such as gold reserves,

bullion and other national resources. The aim is to

improve efficiency, enhance transparency and

generate sustainable returns, while supporting overall

economic stability.

The fund is expected to operate through two main

mechanisms: a Strategic Development Fund to

generate returns from state investments, and a

Strategic Stabilization Fund to support liquidity and

financial stability.

Authorities say the initiative draws on international

models such as Singapore’s Temasek and Malaysia’s

Khazanah Nasional, reflecting efforts to align Laos’

financial management with global standards.

Preparatory work, including legal and institutional

frameworks, is expected to take eight to twelve

months, with officials viewing the fund as a step

toward deeper integration into international financial

markets. [Vientiane Times]

Laos: Preparations for key national unity

congress starting

(ms) Laos has begun formal preparations for the 12th

Nationwide Congress of the Lao Front for National

Development (LFND), with senior officials meeting in

Vientiane on April 17 to review organizational

readiness and set the stage for the upcoming

gathering.

The meeting, chaired by LFND President Kikeo

Khaykhamphithoune, brought together senior party

committee members and department heads to assess

progress on personnel arrangements, draft policy

documents and proposed amendments to the Front’s

statutes. Officials emphasized coordination and

discipline in the final stages of preparation.

The LFND is a central institution within Laos’ political

system, operating under the leadership of the ruling

Lao People’s Revolutionary Party. It is tasked with

promoting national unity and maintaining links

between the state and various social groups, including

ethnic minorities and religious communities.

Held roughly every five years, the LFND congress

serves as a platform to define strategic priorities and

confirm leadership structures for the next term. While

less prominent than the ruling party’s congress, it plays
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a supporting role in reinforcing political cohesion and

policy direction.

The upcoming congress is expected to focus on

strengthening social stability and supporting socio-

economic development, both key priorities for the

government as Laos continues its economic transition.

[Lao News Agency]

Malaysia: UMNO readmits over 6,000

members to consolidate ranks ahead of

elections

(dql) The United Malays National Organisation (UMNO)

has readmitted more than 6,000 former members—

including prominent figures and political heavyweights

such as Hishammuddin Hussein and Khairy Jamaluddin

—under its “Rumah Bangsa” initiative, signaling a

strategic effort to rebuild internal unity and electoral

capacity ahead of the next general election. The move

reflects a broader recalibration by the party as it seeks

to recover from prolonged factionalism and a loss of

political dominance following its historic 2018 electoral

defeat that ended decades of uninterrupted rule

through the Barisan Nasional coalition.

The reintegration is particularly significant given the

political stature—and prior disciplinary cases—of the

returning figures. Hishammuddin Hussein, a former

defense and foreign minister and a key figure within

UMNO’s traditional elite networks, had been

suspended in early 2023 amid internal party disputes

following the general election and disagreements over

party alignment within the Unity Government, the

broad ruling coalition of which UMNO is a key

component party. [The Straits Times]

Khairy Jamaluddin, a former health minister and

prominent reform-oriented voice within UMNO, was

expelled in January 2023 after openly criticizing party

leadership and calling for internal reform in the

aftermath of UMNO’s electoral setbacks. His removal

was widely seen as part of a broader internal purge

aimed at consolidating control under the current

leadership. [Free Malaysia Today]

Their return signals an attempt to move beyond that

period of internal contestation by reabsorbing both

establishment heavyweights and figures associated

with reformist constituencies. Khairy, in particular,

retains a strong public profile among younger and

urban voters following his role in managing Malaysia’s

COVID-19 response, while Hishammuddin brings
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entrenched party networks and experience at the

highest levels of government.

The re-entry of such senior figures with established

regional and national support bases is expected to

reinforce UMNO’s organizational machinery,

particularly in key battleground states such as Johor

and Melaka.  However, analysts caution that, while the

reabsorption of experienced political actors may

enhance short-term electoral prospects, an

overreliance on established figures risks reinforcing

perceptions of elite recycling, potentially limiting the

party’s appeal among younger and undecided voters.

[The Star] [The Vibes]

Malaysia: Ruling coalition partner Barisan

Nasional seeks to expand membership

amid internal constraints

(dql) Barisan Nasional (BN), a key partner in Malaysia’s

Unity Government, is moving to amend its constitution

to allow the admission of new core member parties.

Coalition chairman Ahmad Zahid Hamidi has urged

component parties to formally endorse such changes,

highlighting the current requirement for unanimous

consent as a major institutional barrier and calling for

clearer alignment between public statements and

internal positions.

The immediate focus is the proposed elevation of the

Malaysian Indian Muslim Congress (Kimma) from its

current “Friends of BN” status to full membership.

Zahid’s intervention—delivered at Kimma’s annual

general meeting—signals a push to formalize broader

coalition-building, amid indications of mixed or non-

committal positions among existing members,

including within the Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC).

[Free Malaysia Today]

The initiative reflects BN’s ongoing recalibration

following its historic loss of power in 2018, which

ended decades of uninterrupted rule and transformed

Malaysia’s political system into a more competitive,

coalition-driven landscape.

Malaysia: Amnesty criticizes “selective”

human rights stance amid deportation

concerns

(dql) Amnesty International has accused Malaysia of

applying inconsistent standards in its human rights
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positions, highlighting strong advocacy for Palestinians

alongside muted or adverse actions toward Rohingya

refugees and Uyghur deportations. The criticism

follows reports that Malaysia detained and deported

Uyghur scholar Abdulhakim Idris in March.

Amnesty officials argued that Malaysia reflects a

broader pattern among middle powers, which may

mirror the selective approaches of major states. Civil

society voices have similarly questioned the disparity

between Kuala Lumpur’s external advocacy and its

domestic refugee policies.

The organization urged Malaysia to strengthen its

record independently of geopolitical considerations,

pointing to areas such as press freedom, judicial

independence, and refugee protection. It also warned

that smaller states cannot rely on silence or

transactional diplomacy to avoid external pressure.

[Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Additional financing support

targets MSMEs amid energy-driven cost

pressures

(dql) Malaysia will expand financial support for micro,

small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) by an

additional MYR 5 billion (USD 1.05 billion) as the

government moves to cushion the impact of the global

energy crisis.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said the measure will

priorities sectors most exposed to rising costs,

including logistics, construction and agriculture, with

further details to be announced by Bank Negara

Malaysia—the central bank.

The initiative builds on earlier financing measures and

is intended to widen access to smaller-scale operators

—such as fishermen, smallholders and informal

businesses—while reducing bureaucratic hurdles to

accelerate disbursement. [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Government seeks Russian oil

supply as Middle East tensions test energy

security

(dql) Malaysia is exploring additional oil procurement

from Russia as part of efforts to safeguard domestic

energy supply amid heightened instability in the

Middle East. Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim confirmed
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that national oil company Petronas will engage in

negotiations with Moscow, citing Malaysia’s stable

bilateral ties with Russia at a time when global demand

for Russian crude is rising despite ongoing Western

sanctions.

The move comes against the backdrop of supply chain

disruptions linked to tensions around the Strait of

Hormuz, a critical chokepoint for global energy flows.

Anwar highlighted that early diplomatic engagement—

particularly with Iran—enabled Malaysian tankers to

secure passage through the strait ahead of broader

international negotiations, mitigating immediate risks

to supply continuity.

A recent delivery of one million barrels of crude oil

from Iraq to the Pengerang Integrated Complex,

Malaysia’s key refining hub, underscores the

importance of maintaining uninterrupted import flows.

Petronas has indicated that national fuel supply

remains secure through at least the end of June,

assuring short-term resilience. [The Straits Times] [The

Star]

Malaysia: Government moves to publish

fuel data to manage demand

(bo) Transport Ministry has proposed publishing

weekly fuel consumption data via a public dashboard,

in a move aimed at improving transparency and

assessing the impact of recent efforts to curb energy

use in the transport sector. The initiative reflects the

government’s need to better quantify policy outcomes,

as current measures have yet to produce clear

evidence of reduced fuel demand.

The proposal comes as Malaysia faces continued

external energy uncertainty linked to tensions in the

Middle East, which risk sustaining price volatility and

fiscal pressure. Rather than expanding supply or

relying solely on subsidies, authorities are increasingly

focusing on demand management, encouraging shifts

toward public transport and more efficient travel

behavior while stressing the role of individual

consumption. [Bernama]

Malaysia: National carbon market policy

launched to anchor low-carbon transition

(dql) Malaysia has launched a national carbon market

policy under its National Climate Change Policy 2.0,
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establishing a regulatory framework for both voluntary

and compliance carbon trading as part of its transition

to a low-carbon economy. The government aims to

ensure market credibility through stronger data

systems and verification mechanisms while positioning

the country for participation in international carbon

markets.

Implementation will require close coordination

between federal and state authorities, particularly as

Sabah and Sarawak have already introduced separate

carbon frameworks. A joint committee is planned to

harmonize policies across jurisdictions.

The government has postponed introducing a carbon

tax, prioritizing the development of a functioning

carbon credit system and citing economic and

geopolitical uncertainties, as well as concerns over

additional burdens on industry. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Ta’ang National Liberation

Army faces backlash after signaling

accommodation with government

(anl) The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has

drawn widespread criticism after becoming the first

member of the Brotherhood Alliance to formally

congratulate Min Aung Hlaing on his presidency,

endorsing the formation of a junta-led “civilian

government.”

In a joint statement with its political wing, the Palaung

State Liberation Front (PSLF), the group reaffirmed its

ceasefire with the military and signaled readiness to

pursue political dialogue, marking a notable shift from

its earlier alignment with anti-junta forces.

The move triggered strong backlash domestically, with

critics accusing the TNLA of betraying the resistance

movement. Analysts assess the decision as a significant

political setback for the group, reflecting declining

leverage following battlefield reversals, internal

fractures within the Brotherhood Alliance, and growing

dependence on China. Beijing has exerted sustained

pressure on border-based armed groups—including

through supply restrictions and ceasefire mediation—

pushing the TNLA toward accommodation with the

regime.

The shift follows a broader deterioration of the TNLA’s

strategic position since 2025, including territorial

losses along key trade corridors and escalating

disputes with former allies such as the Myanmar

National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), which

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-jly/


contributed to the collapse of the alliance framework.

[The Irrawaddy]

The Brotherhood Alliance—comprising the Ta’ang

National Liberation Army (TNLA), the Myanmar

National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), and the

Arakan Army (AA)—emerged as a powerful coalition of

three ethnic armed groups formed in 2019. It

demonstrated its operational strength through

coordinated offensives, most notably Operation 1027

—named after its launch date, 27 October 2023—

which marked a turning point in Myanmar’s post-coup

conflict by delivering significant territorial and strategic

setbacks to the military.

Myanmar: CRPH warns of “sham

elections” as junta shifts to political

survival strategy

(su) Myanmar’s parallel civilian authority, the

Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH),

has warned that the military junta is turning to “sham

elections” and political manipulation to sustain its rule

amid weakening battlefield momentum.

Speaking at the fifth anniversary of the Interim Chin

National Consultative Council—a political coordination

body representing Chin stakeholders in Myanmar—on

April 13, CRPH Chairman Aung Kyi Nyunt said the

military is increasingly combining intensified airstrikes

with efforts to engineer legitimacy through elections

framed under the 2008 Constitution and Nationwide

Ceasefire Agreement (NCA). He cautioned that such

processes are designed to entrench permanent

military dominance and lure resistance actors back

into a controlled political framework.

The CRPH urged revolutionary forces to remain unified

and resist co-optation, warning that fragmentation

would directly advance the junta’s strategy of

consolidating power through a hybrid mix of coercion

and managed political transition. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: New Year amnesty frees

former president but leaves core political

detentions unresolved

(su) Myanmar’s military authorities have used the

traditional Thingyan New Year amnesty to release

selected high-profile detainees and reduce sentences,
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including former president Win Myint and opposition

leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Former president Win Myint was released on April 17

after more than five years in detention following the

February 2021 military takeover. Win Myint, who

served as speaker of the Lower House before

becoming president in 2018, had been arrested

alongside Aung San Suu Kyi and other National League

for Democracy (NLD) leaders and later convicted on

corruption-related charges widely viewed by

supporters as politically motivated. [The Irrawaddy]

The same amnesty granted Aung San Suu Kyi a

reduction of four-and-a-half years from her 27-year

sentence, though she remains in detention at an

undisclosed location, with uncertainty over a possible

transfer to house arrest.

The clemency order also commuted death sentences

to life imprisonment, reduced life sentences to 40

years, and cut other prison terms by one-sixth. In total,

authorities announced the release of more than 4,000

prisoners, including foreign nationals, as part of the

holiday measures. [Mizzima 1]

Despite these steps, advocacy groups and monitoring

organizations have sharply criticized the amnesty as

limited and politically instrumental. Burma Campaign

UK noted that more than 14,000 individuals remain

detained for activities linked to opposition to military

rule, pointing to continued arrests, poor detention

conditions, and cases of re-arrest following previous

releases.

The group denounced the amnesties as part of a

broader strategy tied to political developments after

the 2025–2026 electoral process, rather than a

substantive shift toward reconciliation. [Mizzima 2]

According to the Political Prisoners Network Myanmar

(PPNM), only around 160 political prisoners have been

freed, reflecting a pattern in which political cases

account for a small minority of releases since the 2021

coup. [Mizzima 3]

In parallel to the regime’s amnesty, the Interim

Executive Council (IEC) of Karenni State announced the

release and sentence reduction of 234 detainees to

mark the Myanmar New Year, citing humanitarian

considerations. The IEC is a resistance-aligned

governing body established to administer parts of

Karenni State in eastern Myanmar that are outside the

control of the military junta.
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Of these, 25 individuals were granted full amnesty

while 209 received commuted sentences, following a

formal review process involving judicial and

rehabilitation bodies under the Karenni Interim Plan.

The IEC did not disclose the identities of those released

or the nature of their offenses. [Mizzima 3]

In addition, the Arakan Army (AA) granted amnesty to

67 detainees, as part of a series of releases that have

freed over 2,000 individuals since 2024. The move

comes amid ongoing conflict in Rakhine State, where

thousands of detainees remain in AA custody and

regime airstrikes have reportedly targeted detention

sites. [DMG]

The parallel actions of the government, the IEC and the

AA highlight the existence of competing governance

structures in Myanmar’s fragmented political

landscape, with both the junta and opposition

authorities seeking to assert legitimacy and public

goodwill through traditional acts of clemency.

Myanmar: Regime tightens surveillance

on National League for Democracy

following prisoner releases

(su) Myanmar’s military authorities have intensified

surveillance and pressure on senior figures of the

National League for Democracy (NLD) following recent

prisoner releases, underscoring growing regime

concern over renewed opposition activity.

NLD Central Executive Committee member Myo Nyunt

was detained for questioning on April 18 and released

the next day, reportedly in connection with public

remarks on the release of former president Win Myint

(see article above0.

Security measures have been tightened around Win

Myint’s residence and other senior NLD figures, with

visitors subject to identity checks and enhanced

screening procedures, including the reported use of

new monitoring technologies. The developments

follow New Year amnesties that freed several political

detainees, though party leader Aung San Suu Kyi

remains in custody. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Input cost surge deepens

agricultural crisis and food insecurity
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(anl/su) Myanmar’s already “catastrophic” food

insecurity is set to worsen as surging fertilizer and fuel

prices—driven by supply disruptions and import

constraints—push rice prices higher and further erode

agricultural output, the World Food Programme warns.

Reduced fertilizer use, already observed among

farmers, could lower yields by 10–15 percent,

intensifying pressure on an already fragile food

system.

The crisis is exacerbated by external and domestic

factors. Myanmar remains heavily dependent on

fertilizer imports, with China—its main supplier—

recently restricting exports to protect domestic supply.

At the same time, rising global energy prices linked to

conflict in the Middle East, combined with flawed

domestic fuel rationing, have driven production costs

above MMK 1 million (USD 475) per acre. Market

returns, however, remain insufficient to offset these

costs, rendering commercial farming increasingly

unviable.

Although authorities have announced limited price-

controlled fertilizer distribution, farmers report sharply

higher market prices and deteriorating profitability,

leading to reduced input use and declining demand for

mechanized services. These pressures are accelerating

a shift toward subsistence farming and risking further

contraction in market supply. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: International Crisis Group says

battle for Sittwe could alter balance in

western conflict

(su) The International Crisis Group said in an April 18

analysis that fighting for Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine

State, could become a decisive front in Myanmar’s

conflict. The report stated that the Arakan Army has

increased pressure on the city after gaining control of

most of Rakhine State over the past two years, leaving

Sittwe as one of the military’s remaining major

positions in the region.

According to the analysis, recent clashes have

intensified on the outskirts of the city while military

forces have strengthened urban defenses. Sittwe holds

strategic importance as the state capital, a center for

military and naval installations, and a location near

China-backed oil and gas pipeline infrastructure linking

the Bay of Bengal to Yunnan Province.

The report said the military is relying on troops,

artillery, air power, and maritime supply routes to

defend the city, while the Arakan Army is seeking to
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isolate it from reinforcements. It added that control of

Sittwe could significantly affect territorial influence in

Rakhine State and shape future political negotiations in

western Myanmar. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Military carries out multi-front

operations

(su) Myanmar’s military intensified coordinated

operations across multiple regions during the Thingyan

holiday period, employing airpower, ground raids, and

arson attacks that underscore a continued strategy of

coercion against resistance-held and contested areas.

In northern Kachin State, airstrikes and drone attacks

were reported in Hpakant Township on April 13,

targeting areas near Sutaunggon Mountain despite the

absence of active ground clashes at the time. The

strikes, following similar attacks on April 11 and 12,

indicate sustained aerial pressure, with reinforcements

deployed to the area. Most civilians had evacuated in

advance, and no casualties were confirmed. [Mizzima

1]

In central Myanmar, military units burned at least five

villages in Myingyan Township, Mandalay Region, on

April 12, destroying large numbers of homes in

coordinated arson attacks. Troops reportedly entered

from multiple directions, set fire to civilian areas, and

withdrew, with additional drone activity observed near

locations sheltering displaced persons. The incident

follows earlier reported killings of civilians in the

township. [Mizzima 2]

Further south in Bago Region, military raids in eastern

Nattalin Township since April 5 have combined ground

assaults, artillery, drones, and airstrikes, resulting in

civilian casualties, detentions, and widespread

displacement. Local sources estimate that tens of

thousands have fled from at least 15 affected villages,

with reports of forced labor, looting, and the

destruction of homes exacerbating humanitarian

needs. [Mizzima 3]

Myanmar: Airstrikes intensify in Arakan

Army-held Rakhine, targeting civilian

infrastructure

(anl) On April 19, Myanmar’s military conducted a

series of airstrikes in Mrauk-U and Ponnagyun

townships in western Rakhine State, causing civilian
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casualties and significant damage to infrastructure in

areas controlled by the Arakan Army (AA).

The escalation forms part of a broader pattern of

intensified aerial operations since early 2026, with the

military increasingly relying on airpower to target AA-

held territory. [DMG]

Myanmar: Government shifts to naval and

air pressure as Arakan Army consolidates

control in Rakhine

(su) Myanmar’s military has stepped up naval

deployments and drone surveillance along the

southern Rakhine coast, particularly off Taungup,

Ramree, and Thandwe townships in areas under

Arakan Army (AA) control.

Local sources report a significant increase in naval

activity, with around 10 vessels operating closer to

shore than previously observed, alongside intensified

drone reconnaissance and incidents involving the

detention and targeting of fishing boats. The pattern of

approach-and-withdraw maneuvers has raised

concerns about potential amphibious operations.

The escalation comes as the junta faces mounting

territorial losses in Rakhine State, where the AA now

controls 14 of 17 townships and has expanded

operations into adjacent regions. With limited ground

presence, the military appears increasingly reliant on

naval and air power to exert pressure, including a

series of airstrikes on civilian targets in Ponnagyun,

Mrauk-U, Kyauktaw, and Paletwa, resulting in

casualties and infrastructure destruction.

Clashes continue in remaining junta-held enclaves

such as Sittwe and Kyaukphyu, while AA forces have

reportedly targeted naval assets along the coastline.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Karen resistance seizes two

military positions

(su) Forces led by the Karen National Union (KNU) and

allied groups captured two military positions during

the Thingyan holiday period in Mon and Karen states,

according to resistance sources. On April 12, fighters

from the KNU, People’s Defense Forces, and the All

Burma Students' Democratic Front (ABSDF) seized the

Lay Kay base in Bilin Township after several days of
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fighting. A second outpost at Kyal Pyaung Gone in

Hlaingbwe Township was reported captured on April

14.

Resistance groups said casualties were inflicted on

military personnel and weapons were seized during

the operations. The Lay Kay base was described as

strategically located near the Mon-Karen state border

and linked to operations toward KNU-administered

areas. The Kyal Pyaung Gone outpost was reported to

support a nearby military position in Mae Tha Waw

area.

Following the losses, the military reportedly conducted

airstrikes in nearby villages and in Papun District. Local

groups said strikes damaged homes, education

facilities, and other civilian infrastructure, with

casualties reported in Lu Thaw Township. The

developments continue a broader pattern of ground

clashes and aerial attacks in southeastern Myanmar

since 2021. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Fighting in Bilin displaces over

13,000 residents after base seizure

(su) More than 13,000 residents in Bilin Township, Mon

State, remain unable to return home as fighting

continues between Myanmar military forces and

resistance groups following the capture of the Lay Kay

base on April 12, 2026. According to local sources, the

base was seized by joint forces of the Karen National

Liberation Army, the All Burma Students' Democratic

Front, and local People’s Defence Forces.

Clashes have since continued around the Win Tar Pan

base, located about eight miles from Lay Kay, where

resistance forces reportedly began operations on April

15. Local sources said the military had deployed

reinforcements while fighting persisted on multiple

fronts. The affected bases are positioned along a route

linking Mon State with Hpapun Township and have

been described as part of a military supply corridor.

Residents from at least 12 nearby villages reportedly

fled due to airstrikes and artillery shelling and remain

in need of food and emergency assistance. Local

reports also said civilian homes were damaged in

earlier strikes around Lay Kay and Win Tar Pan, while

the military was preparing for further operations near

another nearby position. [Mizzima]
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Philippines: PHP 448 million (USD 7.8

million) liability case deepens

impeachment pressure on Vice President

Sara Duterte

(ms) Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte is facing a

growing wave of legal and parliamentary proceedings,

with the latest audit findings adding further pressure

to an already advancing impeachment process. At the

center is a new ruling by the state audit body

Commission on Audit (COA), ordering Duterte and

several officials to personally repay PHP 375 million

(USD 6.5 million) from 2023. Combined with a

previously finalized disallowance of PHP 73 million

(USD 1.3 million) from 2022, the potential total liability

reaches PHP 448 million (USD 7.8 million) – a figure

placing the country in one of its most significant

political crises in recent years.

The new COA notice dated March 31, 2026, made

public on April 20 by lawmaker Terry Ridon, concerns

three separate cash advances of PHP 125 million (USD

2.2 million) each, released between February and

September 2023 for so-called confidential expenses.

Auditors identified serious and repeated violations of

joint guidelines governing intelligence and confidential

funds. Cash advances were transferred to Col.

Raymund Dante Lachica, then head of the vice

president’s security group, despite rules explicitly

prohibiting transfers to unauthorized individuals.

Around PHP 199 million (USD 3.5 million) in spending

on supplies and medical aid was supported only by

simple acknowledgment receipts rather than official

invoices, as required. A further PHP 62 million (USD 1.1

million) in reward payments was flagged due to the

absence of documentation proving the success of

claimed intelligence or surveillance operations.

Additionally, reimbursements were made for expenses

incurred before the release of the respective funds – a

practice also explicitly prohibited.

Four officials have been held personally liable: Duterte,

special disbursing officer Gina Acosta, chief accountant

Julieta Villadelrey and Col. Lachica. The liability is

personal rather than institutional, meaning each

individual may be required to repay the full amount.

The Office of the Vice President has 180 days from

receipt of the notice to file an appeal.

This is not the first time COA has scrutinized the vice

president’s office. In December 2022, the office spent

PHP 125 million (USD 2.2 million) in confidential funds

within just 11 days, triggering the initial audit. COA

issued a disallowance of PHP 73 million (USD 1.3

million), which Duterte appealed. The appeal was



rejected in a decision dated April 10, 2026, making the

ruling final. Duterte may still bring the matter before

the Supreme Court, but options within the COA

process are exhausted. Ridon noted that the PHP 73

million (USD 1.3 million) could be recovered through

civil enforcement measures such as account

garnishment and asset seizure.

Ridon summarized the findings as a clear pattern:

repeated failure to justify expenditures with sufficient

legal, factual and documentary basis. What began as a

technical audit issue, he argued, now represents a

serious breach of public trust.

At the same time, impeachment proceedings in the

House of Representatives are advancing. The justice

committee is expected to conclude hearings by April 29

before transmitting articles of impeachment to the

Senate. Senate President Vicente Sotto III has already

convened the majority bloc to prepare for a potential

trial. Senator Panfilo Lacson proposed reserving

Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons for

impeachment proceedings, with regular sessions on

Tuesdays and Thursdays. A majority of senators

present supported the plan.

Duterte, who announced her intention to run for

president in 2028, has petitioned the Supreme Court to

halt the proceedings, describing the allegations as

politically motivated. She has not attended any of the

hearings. The next session on April 22 is expected to

focus on her alleged unexplained wealth, with

participation from the Ombudsman, the Securities and

Exchange Commission (SEC) and the Bureau of Internal

Revenue (BIR).

Another dimension was added by Ramil Madriaga, a

self-proclaimed former intermediary. At a hearing on

April 14, he claimed that, on the direct orders of

Rodrigo and Sara Duterte, he delivered funds to

former Ombudsman Samuel Martires and a sitting

prosecutor. The latter has since been ordered to

respond within 48 hours, while Martires denied the

allegations. Madriaga also volunteered to waive his

bank secrecy rights, a move lawmakers described as

strengthening his credibility. He could become a key

witness in a Senate trial.

According to an OCTA Research survey conducted

nationwide from March 19 to 25 with 1,200

respondents, 69 percent of Filipinos support an

impeachment trial in the Senate. Support is even

higher in Metro Manila at 81 percent and in the Visayas

at 83 percent, while 87 percent of respondents said

they were aware of the case.



Ridon emphasized that the three parallel proceedings

before COA, the Ombudsman and Congress are

independent of one another, each with distinct legal

consequences. The COA ruling concerns civil liability

and asset recovery. Criminal charges before the

Sandiganbayan could result in prison sentences. The

impeachment process could lead to removal from

office and permanent disqualification from public

office. Even full repayment of the disputed funds

would not terminate the other proceedings. According

to Ridon, the case against Sara Duterte will be decided

separately in each forum, with potentially different

outcomes. [Inquirer] [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2] [PhilStar 3]

[PhilStar 4] [PhilStar 5] [PhilStar 6] [Rappler]

Philippines: Fugitive ex-lawmaker Zaldy

Co arrested in Prague over flood control

corruption case

(ms) Philippine authorities have confirmed the arrest

of former lawmaker Zaldy Co in Prague, Czech

Republic, after nearly a year in hiding. Co was detained

for immigration violations after attempting to cross

into the country without proper documentation,

following the cancellation of his passport in December

2025. He is currently in Czech custody, with Philippine

officials coordinating his deportation, which could take

between one and three weeks.

Co, a former representative of the Ako Bicol party-list

and once chair of the influential House appropriations

committee, is a central figure in a major corruption

probe involving flood control projects. He faces

charges of graft and malversation linked to alleged

kickback schemes tied to infrastructure spending,

including a project in Oriental Mindoro worth PHP

289.5 million (USD 5.1 million).

The case is part of a broader investigation into what

officials describe as systemic corruption in public

works funding. Testimony presented before the anti-

graft court alleges that only a fraction of allocated

funds reached actual projects, with significant portions

diverted as commissions or kickbacks. In one account,

a former public works engineer claimed to have

delivered as much as PHP 800 million (USD 14.2

million) in cash to Co in a single transaction.

Co fled the Philippines shortly before an arrest warrant

was issued in November 2025. His case has drawn

political attention not only because of the scale of the

alleged fraud, but also due to his previous claims

accusing senior officials, including President Ferdinand
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Marcos Jr., of benefiting from the same schemes—

allegations the government has strongly denied.

Authorities now expect Co’s return to provide crucial

testimony that could clarify the extent of the alleged

corruption network. Lawmakers have already signaled

plans to summon him to Senate hearings, where his

statements may influence ongoing investigations and

potential prosecutions. [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

[Rappler]

Singapore: Tycoon seeks USD 1 billion in

lawsuit over collapsed satellite venture

(ms) A Singapore real estate tycoon is pursuing a

multibillion-dollar lawsuit against major international

banks and insurers over the collapse of an Australian

satellite company more than a decade ago, in a case

now being heard by Australia’s Supreme Court of

Victoria.

Ching Chiat Kwong, executive chairman and CEO of

Oxley Holdings, claims losses of around USD 1 billion

after investing USD 100 million of his own capital into

NewSat Ltd., a company that sought to build a fleet of

satellites before collapsing in 2015.

The case has been brought by the company’s

liquidators against lenders including Société Générale,

Credit Suisse—now part of UBS Group—and Standard

Chartered, as well as credit insurers such as the

Export-Import Bank of the United States and France’s

Coface. The plaintiffs allege that the institutions failed

to honour financing agreements, preventing NewSat

from paying contractors and ultimately leading to the

project’s failure.

The claimed damages relate to lost business

opportunities, including the inability to launch an initial

satellite and subsequent planned projects. Estimates

of losses vary significantly, with some filings suggesting

potential damages of up to USD 4.8 billion.

Defendants, however, argue that their decision to

withdraw financing was justified, citing concerns over

corporate governance and the conduct of NewSat’s

leadership. Legal filings describe the allegations as

unfounded and contest the scale of claimed damages.

The case represents the latest development in a long-

running dispute over the failed venture, highlighting

risks associated with large-scale infrastructure and

technology projects reliant on complex international
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financing arrangements.  [Bloomberg] [The Straits

Times]

Singapore: Latest execution brings 2026

total to at least eight, renewing rights

concerns

(ms) Singapore has executed a 46-year-old man for

importing more than one kilogram of cannabis,

bringing the number of executions in 2026 to at least

eight, all linked to drug-related offences.

The execution was carried out on April 16 after the

individual’s conviction and death sentence were

upheld through multiple appeals and clemency

petitions. Authorities stated that full due process was

followed, including legal representation and judicial

review at all stages.

The case has drawn criticism from international and

regional human rights organizations, which had called

for the execution to be halted. Groups including

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch argue

that the use of capital punishment for drug-related

offences violates international human rights standards,

which limit the death penalty to the “most serious

crimes,” generally understood to involve intentional

killing.

The latest execution continues a broader trend.

According to rights groups, Singapore carried out 15

executions in 2025, suggesting a sustained or

increasing use of capital punishment in recent years.

Singaporean authorities maintain that strict

enforcement, including the death penalty, is necessary

to deter drug trafficking and protect society. However,

critics question its effectiveness and highlight the

irreversible nature of such sentences. [The Online

Citizen]

Thailand: Stagflation risks rise as energy

shock feeds inflation pressure and fiscal

strain

(lm) Thailand is facing mounting risks of stagflation as

the ongoing Middle East war drives up energy costs,

weakens growth, and intensifies pressure on both

households and government finances.
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Economic projections indicate sharply slowing growth,

with estimates ranging between 0 and 1.5 percent for

2026, and downside risks including possible

contraction if the conflict persists. At the same time,

inflation is expected to rise toward 3–4.5 percent,

driven primarily by higher fuel and input costs. While

this remains below the conventional stagflation

threshold of 5 percent inflation, economists warn that

a prolonged combination of weak growth and elevated

prices—potentially lasting two to three years—would

still pose a serious structural risk.

The transmission channel is primarily energy. Elevated

oil prices—expected to remain around USD 100 per

barrel even if the war eases—are increasing

production, transport, and living costs across the

economy. This is already feeding into consumer prices,

with goods ranging from food items and beverages to

household and personal care products expected to

rise, in some cases by more than 10 percent.

Businesses report declining margins and are

considering price increases, while households face

stagnant or falling disposable income.

The impact is spreading across key sectors.

Manufacturing firms are delaying investment and

hiring while attempting to contain costs through

efficiency measures and partial shifts to renewable

energy. The tourism sector expects a slowdown after

the Songkran holiday – which ended earlier this week -,

as rising costs reduce both domestic and international

travel demand, particularly from long-haul markets

affected by the global economic slowdown. [Bangkok

Post 1]

At the fiscal level, the government is considering an

emergency decree under Section 172 of the

constitution to authorize borrowing of up to THB 500

billion (USD 14.5 billion) and raise the public debt

ceiling from 70 percent to 75 percent of gross domestic

product. Public debt stood at 66.09 percent of gross

domestic product at the end of February, leaving

limited room under the current ceiling.

Officials have framed the proposed borrowing as a

precautionary measure to strengthen fiscal readiness

amid external shocks such as the Middle East conflict

and environmental risks including a possible Super El

Niño. In parallel, the government is also considering a

separate emergency decree that would allow the

Ministry of Finance to guarantee THB 150 billion (USD

4.35 billion) in loans for the Oil Fuel Fund, which is

more than THB 100 billion (USD 2.9 billion) in deficit

after prolonged fuel subsidies.
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The proposal has already drawn criticism from

opposition figures, who argue that raising the debt

ceiling and using emergency borrowing powers reflects

tightening fiscal constraints and should instead

proceed through ordinary parliamentary legislation.

They have urged the government to prioritize

expenditure cuts and use the 2026 mid-year budget for

urgent relief before turning to higher borrowing.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Monetary policy is also constrained. Analysts expect

the Bank of Thailand, the country’s central bank, to

keep its policy rate at around 1 percent through 2026,

with limited room for further easing because of

inflationary pressure. Globally, central banks are

likewise expected to delay or reverse rate cuts,

increasing the risk of tighter financial conditions and

rising credit stress. [Bangkok Post 3]

Reflecting these pressures, a Senate committee has

proposed a broad tax reform package to address long-

term fiscal imbalances, including raising value-added

tax from 7 percent to 10 percent. The proposal is part

of a wider effort to manage persistent fiscal deficits—

averaging around 4 percent of gross domestic product

—and prevent public debt from exceeding legal limits

in the coming years. Additional measures include

expanding the tax base, increasing digital taxation, and

modernizing revenue collection. [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Election commission defends

ballot barcode system in constitutional

case over vote secrecy

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) has submitted

a formal clarification to the Constitutional Court in

response to allegations that barcodes and QR codes

printed on ballot papers in the February 8 general

election could undermine the secrecy of voting and

violate constitutional guarantees. The case stems from

a petition filed by the Ombudsman arguing that such

markings could potentially allow the identification of

voters or the tracing of individual voting choices. The

petition cites possible violations of constitutional

provisions safeguarding the principle of secret ballots.

In its defense, the EC has argued that the electoral

process is designed to balance transparency and

secrecy. Secretary-General Sawaeng Boonmee stated

that election procedures follow international

standards, including principles reflected in the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which require

voting to be both direct and secret. He emphasized

that transparency mechanisms—such as public vote
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counting, observation by parties and media, and the

posting of results at polling stations—are essential to

ensuring legitimacy and preventing manipulation.

At the same time, the EC acknowledged that certain

stages of the process cannot be publicly observed but

maintained that these remain verifiable through

established systems and subject to formal complaint

procedures. Addressing reports of so-called “jumping

votes,” referring to discrepancies in preliminary vote

reporting, the EC attributed the issue to technical

limitations in its real-time reporting system, which

capped updates at 95 percent on election day. Officials

stated that complete unofficial results were

nonetheless available at polling stations and accessible

to candidates and observers through parallel reporting

channels.

The EC further noted that more than 1.6 million polling

staff operated across approximately 100,000 polling

stations nationwide, with only a small number of minor

procedural errors recorded and subsequently

corrected. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court dismisses lawsuit against

election commission on procedural

grounds

(lm) Thailand’s Central Criminal Court for Corruption

and Misconduct Cases has dismissed a lawsuit filed by

a reserve senator against members of the Election

Commission (EC) and its secretary-general over the

handling of alleged collusion in the 2024 Senate

election, ruling that he lacked authority to bring the

case and that such complaints must be pursued by the

attorney-general. The court therefore did not rule on

the substance of the allegations. [Bangkok Post]

The case sits within a much larger dispute over the

legitimacy of the 2024 Senate selection process.

Allegations of vote collusion have for months

surrounded the election, with scrutiny focused in

particular on senators seen as aligned with the ruling

Bhumjaithai Party and on whether the process was

manipulated through coordinated voting

arrangements.

The case followed a multi-month procedural process.

The court first scheduled a ruling for November 4,

2025, but required the plaintiff to revise the complaint.

On December 23, it ordered the EC and police to

submit clarifications on ten issues by January 23. After

granting a 30-day extension to February 22—and

further delays due to incomplete submissions by police
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—the court postponed consideration until March 9

before ultimately dismissing the case this week.

Parallel investigations have continued through both

the EC and the Department of Special Investigation

(DSI). Earlier this year, the DSI decided to pursue the

money-laundering dimension of the alleged collusion

case, while the EC’s own handling of the matter has

drawn criticism from reserve senators and other critics

who argue that the inquiry has moved too slowly or

inconsistently. In March, reports that an EC

subcommittee had cleared all 229 suspects intensified

controversy and renewed pressure for a fuller

investigation.

Thailand: Supreme Court to review case

against former reformist MPs

(lm) Thailand’s main opposition People's Party is

preparing a leadership reshuffle ahead of a critical

ruling by the Supreme Court of Thailand on April 24,

which could directly affect its parliamentary strength

and internal structure. The decision concerns whether

to accept a case against 44 former lawmakers of the

now-dissolved Move Forward Party, a progressive

party that won the 2023 election but was later

dissolved.

The complaint, submitted on April 9 by the National

Anti-Corruption Commission, alleges serious ethical

violations linked to a 2021 proposal to amend Section

112 of the Criminal Code—the lese-majeste law, which

criminalizes criticism of the monarchy and is one of

Thailand’s most politically sensitive legal provisions.

The initiative was led by former party leader Pita

Limjaroenrat.

Of the 44 individuals named, 10 are currently serving

as MPs under the People’s Party, raising the possibility

that they could be suspended from duty or banned

from politics if the court accepts the case and proceeds

with adverse findings. The court may also dismiss the

case, accept it without immediate sanctions, or return

it for revision. [Bangkok Post]

The case forms part of the broader legal aftermath of

Move Forward’s dissolution in August 2024, when the

Constitutional Court of Thailand ruled that its

campaign to amend Section 112 undermined

Thailand’s constitutional system with the monarchy as

head of state. Although the party was dissolved and its

leadership banned from politics, most MPs regrouped

under the People’s Party, allowing the reformist
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movement to continue in parliament under tighter

legal constraints.

Against this backdrop, the People’s Party is expected to

formalize a leadership reshuffle at its annual general

meeting from April 24 to 26. Deputy leader Veerayooth

Kanchoochat is widely expected to replace current

leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, who is likely to

move into the role of secretary-general. Additional

changes are anticipated across key positions, including

party spokesperson, opposition chief whip, and

regional leadership roles. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Air pollution crisis intensifies as

government drops key bill and shifts to

enforcement measures

(lm) Thailand’s worsening air pollution crisis—driven by

seasonal wildfires and agricultural burning—has

intensified across the northern region, while legislative

efforts to address the issue have effectively been

abandoned, leaving the government to rely primarily

on enforcement and administrative measures.

Wildfires expanded significantly in recent days, with

2,165 active hotspots recorded across 17 northern

provinces and more than 72,000 hotspots detected

since December 2025, a year-on-year increase of over

25 percent. The fires, concentrated largely in protected

forests, have pushed particulate pollution (PM2.5) far

beyond safe limits. In several areas, including Chiang

Mai and Chiang Rai, levels reached between roughly

188 and over 340 micrograms per cubic meter,

compared to Thailand’s safety threshold of 37.5. In Pai

district in Mae Hong Son province, severe pollution

persisted for more than 40 consecutive days. [Bangkok

Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Against this backdrop, Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul visited Chiang Mai on April 20–21 with a

multi-ministerial delegation to coordinate the

response. Authorities reviewed wildfire suppression

efforts and ordered stricter enforcement of existing

environmental regulations, including tighter controls

on forest and agricultural burning, expanded

monitoring, and strengthened public health measures.

The government attributed the crisis to a combination

of domestic burning, cross-border fires, and weather

conditions, with officials pointing to the need for

diplomatic engagement to address transboundary

pollution. [Bangkok Post 3]

Pollution levels remain significantly elevated, with

recent PM2.5 concentrations ranging between 62.8
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and 218 micrograms per cubic meter in affected

provinces, well above safe limits. The government has

also expanded short-term mitigation measures,

including the rollout of “dust-free room” systems—low-

cost indoor air filtration environments—to protect

vulnerable groups, with an initial deployment across 83

sites in eight northern provinces.

At the policy level, however, efforts to introduce

comprehensive air quality legislation have effectively

been dropped. The Clean Air Bill—originally passed by

the House of Representatives in 2025 after

consolidating multiple drafts from political parties and

civil society groups—is now at risk following the

dissolution of parliament in December 2025 before the

legislative process was completed. Under Thai

parliamentary rules, the new government must

request continuation of the bill within 60 days of the

new parliamentary session, which began in early 2026;

otherwise, the bill will lapse and the entire legislative

process must restart.

Complicating this process, Anutin’s ruling Bhumjaithai

Party has withdrawn support for the current draft

despite previously backing it. The party argues that

while a clean air law is necessary, the existing proposal

contains excessively harsh penalties, and grants broad

enforcement powers such as warrantless searches and

operational shutdowns, which it says could undermine

investor confidence and the rule of law. It has also

raised concerns about overlap with existing

environmental laws and the creation of a new “Clean

Air Office,” which could duplicate existing institutions

and increase administrative costs.

Bhumjaithai has indicated it will submit a revised draft

but has not provided a timeline, leaving the current bill

at risk of expiring if it does not advance after

parliament reconvenes in mid-May. [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Public reserves judgment on

new cabinet amid cautious expectations

(lm) Public confidence in Thailand’s new cabinet

remains tentative, with a nationwide survey conducted

April 8–11 indicating that 50.8 percent of respondents

do not yet see any group of ministers offering clear

“hope” for the country. The poll, conducted by the King

Prajadhipok’s Institute among 2,000 respondents,

suggests a wait-and-see attitude rather than early

endorsement of the administration led by Prime

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.
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Among those expressing preferences, respondents

favored “outsider” ministers—individuals with

experience in both the public and private sectors—at

37.2 percent, indicating a perceived premium on

technocratic competence over traditional political

experience. Support for first-time “new generation”

ministers stood at 6.8 percent, while experienced

former ministers (3.2 percent) and long-serving

Members of Parliament (2.0 percent) drew

comparatively limited backing.

At the individual level, 24.2 percent of respondents

said they had no preferred minister. Deputy Prime

Minister and Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun

ranked highest at 14.4 percent, followed by Higher

Education Minister Yodchanan Wongsawat at 11.5

percent and Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Affairs

Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow at 9.5 percent. Anutin

placed fifth at 8.0 percent.

Looking ahead, 19.5 percent of respondents remained

undecided about future cabinet performance, while

Suphajee and Anutin were among those most closely

watched at 13.5 percent and 11.5 percent respectively.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Border hospital crisis triggers

broader debate over healthcare access

and funding

(lm) A financial crisis at Umphang Hospital, a small

district facility in Tak province along Thailand’s border

with Myanmar, has exposed structural tensions in the

country’s healthcare system, particularly regarding the

treatment of uninsured and non-Thai patients. The

hospital, which serves a remote population of more

than 83,000 people in mountainous border areas,

faced a severe funding shortfall this year due to rising

costs and reduced government support, leaving it

unable to cover basic expenses including

pharmaceutical bills and staff salaries.

The situation temporarily stabilized after a public

appeal led to more than THB 80 million (USD 2.4

million) in donations, allowing the hospital to clear

most of its outstanding drug debt. However, the

underlying financial imbalance remains unresolved.

While the hospital receives funding from the National

Health Security Office—the government body

administering Thailand’s universal healthcare scheme

—annual allocations were reduced from around THB

60–70 million (USD 1.8–2.1 million) to approximately

THB 35 million (USD 1.05 million) in 2024, even as
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monthly operating costs reached about THB 12 million

(USD 0.36 million).

A central issue is the hospital’s patient composition.

Fewer than half of those treated are fully covered

under Thailand’s universal healthcare system. Large

numbers fall into categories such as stateless persons

or individuals without legal status, while others are

cross-border patients from Myanmar, including

members of long-established Karen communities and

migrant populations. This has intensified debate over

whether publicly funded hospitals should provide care

to undocumented or non-Thai patients, especially

under fiscal constraints.

Health authorities have acknowledged the dilemma.

The Ministry of Public Health has confirmed that

border hospitals will remain operational and approved

emergency funding of THB 60 million (USD 1.8 million)

to support Umphang Hospital through September. At

the same time, officials are seeking to refine patient

classification systems to better distinguish between

Thai citizens, stateless residents, and foreign patients,

with the aim of aligning funding more closely with

actual service demand.

The case also reflects wider pressures on Thailand’s

border healthcare system. Facilities in western

provinces have faced increasing strain following the

reduction of United States-funded support programs

for refugees and displaced populations along the

border. Public health experts warn that limiting access

to care for uninsured populations could increase long-

term risks, particularly in managing communicable

diseases such as tuberculosis, where delayed

treatment can lead to significantly higher costs and

broader public health consequences. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ongoing fuel probe exposes

governance gaps as external supply shock

compounds pressure

(lm) Thailand is intensifying investigations into its fuel

sector as supply disruptions linked to the ongoing

Middle East war and continued constraints on the

Strait of Hormuz coincide with emerging irregularities

in domestic fuel distribution, exposing underlying

governance weaknesses and compounding pressure

on prices and supply stability.

Investigations led by the Department of Special

Investigation (DSI)—a specialized agency handling

complex criminal cases—have uncovered significant

discrepancies in fuel transport and storage, particularly
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in the upper South. At least 20 maritime shipments are

under scrutiny, with an estimated 57–60 million liters

of fuel unaccounted for during transit. As part of the

probe, eight shipping companies have been

summoned as witnesses to provide documentation

and clarify their roles in transporting oil from refineries

in eastern Thailand to a depot in Surat Thani province.

Investigators are examining shipping records and

operational chains, including indications of

documentation inconsistencies and potential

manipulation during transport.

At the depot level, authorities have identified

irregularities in fuel distribution consistent with

possible stockpiling during a period of nationwide

shortage. A facility in Surat Thani has already been

registered as a special case, with further scrutiny

extending to related operators, including PC Siam

Petroleum, which has denied allegations of hoarding.

Reported anomalies include a sharp drop in recorded

sales—from 2.1 million liters in February to 400,000

liters in March—despite constrained national supply,

raising questions about transparency, oversight, and

enforcement capacity within the system.

Parallel enforcement efforts at sea have resulted in

seizures of more than 335,000 liters of illicit fuel

between February and April, alongside other

contraband. Authorities have pointed to links between

maritime smuggling activity and the shipment

irregularities now under investigation, suggesting that

weaknesses in monitoring and coordination may have

enabled both diversion and concealment of fuel flows.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

In parallel, the government is preparing a second

reduction in refinery margins of more than THB 2 (USD

0.06) per liter, following an initial cut of THB 2.14 (USD

0.06) per liter in March. The move comes after refining

margins surged to around THB 15 (USD 0.45) per liter

in early April. Authorities are balancing price

reductions against the financial position of the Oil Fuel

Fund. [Bangkok Post 4]

At the same time, public pressure for structural reform

has intensified. Civil society groups have called for

changes to the fuel pricing system, including tighter

regulation of refinery and marketing margins and

greater transparency in pricing mechanisms. The

government has indicated that some proposals are

under consideration, while also preparing further

reductions in refinery margins and extending targeted

subsidy schemes to affected sectors. [Bangkok Post 5]
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Thailand: Prime Minister’s visit to Deep

South overshadowed by security incidents

and military controversy

(lm) Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who also

serves as interior minister, visited Thailand’s southern

border provinces—Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat—on

April 17–18 to restore confidence following the

attempted assassination of Narathiwat lawmaker

Kamonsak Leewamoh, a Prachachat Party member

and human rights lawyer. The attack, carried out in late

March outside his residence, has taken on broader

political significance after investigators found that a

vehicle linked to the Internal Security Operations

Command (ISOC)—a powerful civil–military agency

responsible for internal security operations—was used

in the operation, raising concerns about accountability

within state security structures.

Against this backdrop, the visit quickly became

overshadowed by escalating controversy. Lt Gen

Norathip Phoynok, commander of the Fourth Army

Area and head of ISOC Region 4, triggered public

backlash after an off-microphone remark suggesting

that, if he had carried out the attack, he “would not

have let the MP survive.” His earlier comments linking

some Islamic schools to insurgent activity further

intensified criticism from civil society, religious leaders,

and lawmakers, who warned of stigmatization and

erosion of trust in a region already affected by a long-

running insurgency involving predominantly Malay

Muslim communities. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post

2]

During the visit, both the prime minister and the army

commander issued public apologies. Anutin met

representatives of Islamic educational institutions in

Yala, where participants called for the commander’s

removal by April 30, while the government indicated it

would consider the concerns. [Bangkok Post 3]

Security constraints also affected the visit itself. Anutin

canceled a planned trip to the original attack site in

Bacho district, Narathiwat, and instead met the

targeted MP at the residence of former House speaker

Wan Muhamad Noor Matha in Yala province, a move

criticized by local political figures as potentially

signaling a lack of confidence in the security situation.

[Bangkok Post 4]

The security environment remained volatile during and

after the visit. Hours before the prime minister’s

arrival, suspected insurgents carried out coordinated

arson attacks in Narathiwat, targeting multiple

locations including construction equipment. On April

20, further incidents occurred: a defense volunteer
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was killed in Pattani province, while a roadside bomb

in Yala’s Bannang Satar district injured seven

paramilitary rangers when it detonated near a patrol

vehicle. Authorities assessed the device was likely

remotely triggered by insurgent actors. [Bangkok Post

5] [Bangkok Post 6]

Despite these developments, the prime minister

proceeded with official meetings at the Southern

Border Provinces Administrative Centre, a government

body coordinating policy in the conflict-affected region,

reiterating the administration’s approach of combining

security measures with development initiatives.

In parallel, the prime minister approved in principle

the construction of a security fence along parts of the

Thailand–Malaysia border in Narathiwat, particularly in

Tak Bai and Waeng districts, aimed at curbing illegal

crossings, smuggling, and insurgent movement.

Authorities also indicated that security forces would

intensify joint patrols, intelligence-sharing, and

coordination with customs officials to counter cross-

border crime, including drug trafficking—particularly

the spread of methamphetamine—and insurgent

activity. [Bangkok Post 7]

Thailand: Volunteer enlistment rises by

more than 20 percent year-on-year

(lm) Thailand has recorded a sharp increase in

voluntary military enlistment during the April draft

cycle, with nearly 50,000 men signing up, according to

the Royal Thai Army—a 22 percent rise compared to

2025. The increase continues a multi-year trend and

stands in contrast to recruitment challenges in other

countries such as Japan.

Thailand operates a hybrid conscription system in

which men aged 18 to 29 who do not volunteer are

entered into a lottery. Those who draw a “red card” are

required to serve between one and two years,

depending on education level, while volunteers can

serve shorter terms—typically as little as six months

for university graduates—and have greater control

over placement and timing. This structure has made

voluntary enlistment an attractive option for many

seeking to avoid the uncertainty of the lottery system.

Economic conditions appear to be a key factor behind

the rise. With limited job opportunities, military service

—offering a monthly salary of about THB 11,000 (USD

330), along with food and accommodation—has

become a more viable short-term option for young

men. At the same time, the military has actively sought

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-jik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-jik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-jiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-jdl/


to improve recruitment through social media

campaigns aimed at younger audiences, using informal

messaging and humor to increase engagement.

The trend also unfolds against a broader security and

political backdrop. Analysts note that heightened

nationalist sentiment following recent border clashes

with Cambodia in 2025 may have contributed to

increased enlistment, while also reinforcing the

military’s role in national security and political life.

Despite the rise in volunteers, the conscription system

remains politically contested. The opposition People’s

Party, a reform-oriented political party with strong

support among younger voters, has advocated

abolishing mandatory military service. However,

analysts suggest that reform momentum has slowed,

as ongoing security concerns and the military’s

strengthened position following recent conflicts have

made structural changes less likely in the near term.

[The Guardian]

Timor-Leste: Government launches

consultation on 10-year digital

transformation strategy

(ms) Timor-Leste has begun a public consultation

process on its Digital Transformation Strategy 2026–

2036, with a two-day workshop held on April 16–17 to

gather input from government, private sector, civil

society and academic stakeholders.

Organized by the Ministry of Transport and

Communications in coordination with ICT agencies, the

workshop focused on refining a national strategy

aimed at accelerating digital development. The draft

outlines a vision of a digitally inclusive country, with

technology supporting public services, economic

growth and governance.

Key priorities include expanding digital infrastructure

across the country, modernizing public administration

through interoperable digital services, and promoting

digital skills and literacy. The strategy also targets the

development of the digital economy, innovation and

cybersecurity frameworks.

Officials emphasized that the plan aligns with existing

national development policies and long-term economic

goals. Participants contributed recommendations

through group discussions, which will be incorporated

into the final version of the strategy. [Government of

Timor-Leste]
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Timor-Leste: Government seeks closer

coordination with partners in agriculture

and fisheries

(ms) Timor-Leste’s government has moved to

strengthen coordination with international

development partners across key sectors including

agriculture, livestock, fisheries and forestry, following a

high-level meeting held on April 16.

The meeting, chaired by Agriculture Minister Marcos

da Cruz, aimed to improve alignment between

government agencies and external partners to

enhance the effectiveness of ongoing programs.

Officials reviewed progress over the past year,

identifying both achievements and areas requiring

stronger coordination.

Authorities highlighted the central role of agriculture in

the country’s rural economy, supporting livelihoods

and food security. Improvements in livestock services,

fisheries management and aquaculture development

were also cited as key drivers of income growth and

nutrition.

The government pointed to measurable progress,

including an increase in fish consumption from 6.1

kilograms per capita in 2012 to 8.7 kilograms, reflecting

gains in aquaculture.

At the same time, gaps remain, particularly in the

implementation of programs at the municipal level,

including the distribution of agricultural equipment.

Representatives from development partners, including

the United States, Japan and the World Bank, attended

the meeting and reaffirmed their commitment to

closer cooperation to improve outcomes and support

economic development. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Vietnam: Lawmakers push reforms to

sustain ambitious high-growth targets

(ms) Vietnam’s National Assembly has warned that

achieving double-digit economic growth in 2026 will be

“extremely challenging,” as lawmakers called for

structural reforms to address persistent bottlenecks in

investment, administration and productivity.

During the first session of the 16th National Assembly,

officials reviewed economic performance and outlined
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priorities for the 2026–2030 development plan. While

the government continues to target rapid growth as

part of its long-term ambition to become a high-

income country by 2045, policymakers acknowledged

that such expansion would require sustained quarterly

growth of around 10–11 percent—levels rarely

achieved in Vietnam’s recent economic history.

Debates in parliament highlighted structural

constraints that could limit growth. Lawmakers pointed

to delays in public investment disbursement, with only

a small share of planned spending implemented in

early 2026, as well as inefficiencies in project

preparation and capital allocation. Large volumes of

land and capital remain tied up in stalled projects,

representing both a bottleneck and a potential

resource if unlocked.

Administrative inefficiencies were also identified as a

key challenge. Despite ongoing reform efforts,

businesses continue to face complex procedures,

regulatory uncertainty and uneven digitalisation across

regions. Deputies called for a shift from formal

simplification toward substantive reductions in

administrative burdens, alongside clearer

accountability and improved implementation at the

local level.

At the same time, concerns were raised about

underlying economic fundamentals. Labour

productivity growth remains below target, while

reliance on investment rather than innovation

continues to shape the growth model. Structural issues

in sectors such as agriculture and processing

industries further highlight the need for deeper

transformation.

Taken together, the discussions suggest that Vietnam’s

growth ambitions are increasingly constrained by

domestic structural factors rather than external

conditions. While high targets remain politically

significant, their achievement will depend less on

short-term stimulus and more on the effectiveness of

institutional and administrative reforms. [Vietnam

News 1] [Vietnam News 2] [Vietnam News 3] [Vietnam

News 4] [Vietnam News 5]

Vietnam: Mandatory online pre-arrival

declaration introduced for foreign visitors

(hn) The Ho Chi Minh City Immigration Office has

announced that foreign nationals and overseas

Vietnamese using visas must now submit personal

information online before arriving in Vietnam.
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Travelers must complete the declaration through the

official immigration portal or by scanning an

authorized QR code, after which they will receive a

confirmation QR code to present at immigration

checkpoints. Vietnam passport holders and transit

passengers are exempt from this requirement.

The new measure is designed to modernize

immigration procedures, reduce congestion, and

shorten processing times at airports, especially during

peak travel periods. Authorities warned that travelers

who fail to complete the pre-arrival declaration may

face longer immigration delays, and airlines and travel

companies have been asked to inform passengers in

advance to ensure smoother entry procedures.

[Tuoitrenews]

Vietnam: Local banks to end auto-splitting

of large transfers for instant payments

(hn) Several Vietnamese banks, including Eximbank,

TPBank, and VPBank, will stop automatically splitting

interbank transfers of VND 500 million (18,986 USD) or

more into smaller transactions for instant processing

from April 21, following new rules under Circular

40/2024 issued by the State Bank of Vietnam.

Previously, banks used technical solutions to divide

large transfers into smaller amounts below the

transaction limit of the Napas 24/7 instant payment

system, allowing customers to complete high-value

transfers almost instantly, even outside working hours.

Under the new regulation, these large transactions will

instead be processed through standard transfer

channels, meaning they may take several hours or

even until the next business day to complete unless

customers manually split them into transfers below

VND 500 million (18,986 USD).

The policy change is part of Vietnam’s broader push to

strengthen payment security, which already includes

mandatory biometric authentication for online

transfers exceeding VND 10 million (380 USD) per

transaction or VND 20 million (760 USD) per day, as

well as a nationwide fraud monitoring system that has

issued around 3.5 million alerts, blocked over 1.1

million suspicious transactions, and prevented nearly

VND 4 trillion (151.5 million USD) in potential losses.

[Tuoitrenews]
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Vietnam: Proposal for first offshore

airport to expand aviation infrastructure

and boost coastal growth

(hn) Vietnam is planning to develop its first offshore

airport, Vân Phong Airport, under a proposed revision

to the national airport development plan for 2021–

2030 with a long-term vision to 2050.

The Ministry of Construction has recommended adding

two new airports - Măng Đen and Vân Phong while

upgrading Quảng Trị Airport to meet future demand.

Among these projects, Vân Phong stands out as a

pioneering model because it would be built entirely on

nearshore water in Vạn Thắng Commune, Khánh Hòa

Province, about 65 kilometers from Nha Trang. The

airport is expected to cover more than 497 hectares

and require an investment of approximately VND 9.2

trillion (around USD 360 million). Designed to meet 4E

international standards, it would be able to handle

about 1.5 million passengers annually by 2030,

increasing to 2.5 million by 2050.

The project reflects Vietnam’s effort to expand aviation

infrastructure in response to increasing land

shortages, rising land clearance costs, and growing

transportation demand. By using marine space instead

of inland land, the proposed airport could reduce

pressure on densely populated areas while opening

new opportunities for infrastructure development

along the coast. Authorities believe the airport would

strengthen connectivity for the Vân Phong area,

support the growth of tourism and logistics, and

enhance the role of the region as an important marine

economic hub.

If approved, Vân Phong Airport would place Vietnam

among a number of countries that have successfully

developed offshore airports to overcome geographical

limitations. Examples include Kansai International

Airport in Japan, Hong Kong International Airport,

Incheon International Airport, and Hamad

International Airport. These projects demonstrate how

reclaimed sea areas can be used to build major

transportation infrastructure in locations where land is

limited. For Vietnam, the Vân Phong project could

become a strategic step toward modernizing the

aviation sector while supporting long-term regional

economic development. [Vietnamnews] [Thestar]
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China drives record global wind power

growth, with US, Europe and India trailing

(ms) Global wind power capacity expanded at a record

pace in 2025, driven overwhelmingly by China, but with

several other major economies also contributing to the

sector’s growth.

A total of roughly 165–170 gigawatts of new wind

capacity was added worldwide, marking a sharp

increase compared to the previous year. China alone

accounted for well over two-thirds of these additions,

installing more than 120 gigawatts and reinforcing its

dominant position in the global market.

Beyond China, a smaller group of countries continues

to shape the global wind landscape. The United States

remains the second-largest market, adding over 6

gigawatts of new capacity, although growth has been

more moderate due to policy and supply chain

uncertainties.

Europe also plays a significant role, with Germany

leading regional expansion, followed by contributions

from the United Kingdom and the Netherlands,

particularly in offshore wind. European countries

remain key players in technology and offshore

development, even as overall installation volumes lag

behind China.

In emerging markets, India has strengthened its

position as a major wind energy producer, adding

more than 6 gigawatts in 2025 and maintaining one of

the largest installed capacities globally. Brazil, Vietnam

and Turkey have also recorded steady growth,

reflecting a broader shift toward renewable energy in

developing economies.



Overall, the data highlights a widening gap: while China

dominates in scale, wind power expansion is

increasingly global, with both advanced and emerging

economies investing in the sector. However, analysts

note that growth outside China remains uneven and

would need to accelerate significantly to meet

international climate targets. [GWEC] [Reuters]

Panama Canal dispute escalates as China

pressures global shipping firms over port

operations

(ms) Tensions surrounding strategic port operations at

the Panama Canal have intensified, as China reportedly

urged major global shipping companies to withdraw

from key terminals at both ends of the waterway,

marking a significant escalation of the ongoing dispute

with Panama.

According to reporting cited by the Financial Times,

Chinese authorities instructed leading shipping groups

Maersk and Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC)

to cease involvement in operations at the Balboa and

Cristóbal ports. The request was reportedly

communicated during a meeting with China’s state

planner, where companies were warned against

activities perceived as harming Chinese commercial

interests.

The development builds on earlier tensions following

Panama’s Supreme Court decision to invalidate the

legal basis of a long-standing concession held by Hong

Kong-based CK Hutchison. The ruling effectively

disrupted control over two strategically critical ports

located at the Pacific and Atlantic entrances of the

Panama Canal, a key chokepoint handling roughly 5

percent of global maritime trade. The decision came

amid renewed pressure from the United States under

President Donald Trump, whose administration has

taken a more assertive stance on limiting Chinese

involvement in strategic infrastructure in the Western

Hemisphere, particularly around critical maritime

routes such as the Panama Canal.

In response to the legal uncertainty, Panama granted

temporary 18-month concessions to maintain

operations, with subsidiaries of Maersk and MSC

stepping in to manage the terminals. China’s reported

intervention suggests growing concern in Beijing over

the potential loss of influence in infrastructure linked

to the canal, particularly after CK Hutchison’s earlier

plan to sell a global portfolio of ports—including those

in Panama—to a consortium involving BlackRock and

MSC.
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The move also signals a shift toward more direct

economic pressure, targeting not only Panama but also

third-party commercial actors involved in the dispute.

Analysts note that such actions could complicate

operations for global shipping firms and introduce

additional geopolitical risk into one of the world’s most

critical maritime corridors. [Financial Times] [Reuters]

China allegedly support Iran with satellite

intel in attacks against US bases in Middle

East

(ms) Iran has reportedly used a Chinese-built satellite

to monitor and target US military bases in the Middle

East, according to a Financial Times report citing leaked

Iranian documents, a claim that Beijing has denied.

The report states that Tehran acquired the TEE-01B

satellite—developed by a Chinese company—in late

2024 and used it to track key US installations across

the region. The satellite is said to have captured

imagery of sites in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Bahrain and

Iraq around the time of reported drone and missile

strikes.

In addition, Iran reportedly gained access to ground

station infrastructure operated by a Beijing-based

satellite services provider, potentially enhancing its

ability to process reconnaissance data and improve

targeting accuracy. If accurate, such capabilities would

represent a notable expansion of Iran’s surveillance

and strike coordination capacity.

China has rejected the allegations, describing them as

“disinformation,” while Reuters noted that it could not

independently verify the report. US institutions

including the White House, CIA and Pentagon did not

immediately comment.

US President Donald Trump has warned that China

would face “big problems” if it were found to be

providing military-related support to Iran,

underscoring the sensitivity of the issue amid ongoing

regional tensions. [Financial Times] [Reuters]

Japan pledges USD 10 billion to bolster

regional energy security amid Hormuz

disruptions

(dql) Signaling efforts to position itself as a central

actor in regional energy security and crisis
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coordination, Japan has announced a USD 10 billion

energy cooperation framework to support Asian

partners—particularly in Southeast Asia—in securing

crude oil supplies and stabilizing supply chains amid

disruptions linked to the Iran conflict and the Strait of

Hormuz. The amount is equivalent to up to 1.2 billion

barrels -- about one year of crude oil imports by ASEAN

countries.

Unveiled by Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi following

the Asia Zero-Emission Community (AZEC) Plus online

summit with regional leaders, the initiative focuses on

facilitating procurement, expanding stockpiles, and

mitigating supply shocks, with financing to be provided

through state-backed institutions and multilateral

partners. [Prime Minister’s Office, Japan]

The initiative comes as Asia, which accounts for nearly

ninety percent of energy flows through the Strait of

Hormuz, faces heightened vulnerability to supply

disruptions. Rising oil prices have already triggered

emergency responses across Southeast Asia, including

conservation measures and crisis declarations, while

Japan itself has begun tapping into strategic reserves

and faces concerns over shortages of petrochemical

inputs critical to healthcare supply chains. [BBC]

[Kyodo News]

EU–Japan defense industry dialogue

inaugurated

(dql) The European Commission and Japanese officials

convened the inaugural EU–Japan Defence Industry

Dialogue on 17 April, marking a first concrete step

under the EU–Japan Competitiveness Alliance launched

at the July 2025 summit. The meeting, involving senior

officials and industry representatives from both sides,

focused on expanding cooperation between their

respective defense sectors in response to a more

challenging global security environment. [European

Commission]

Participants emphasized the shared priority of

strengthening the defense industrial base, with

particular attention to supply chain resilience and

cooperation in advanced and dual-use technologies.

The dialogue also highlighted the role of coordinated

industrial engagement in international forums,

reflecting a growing convergence in economic-security

strategies between Brussels and Tokyo.
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Mongolia, UN funding body discuss

continued cooperation on agricultural

development project

(fs) Member of Parliament of Mongolia and Chair of the

Standing Committee on Economy Seddorj

Renchinbyamba, along with MP Batbold Rinchindorj,

held talks with a delegation led by Jerry E. Pacturan,

Country Director at the International Fund for

Agricultural Development (IFAD), on ongoing and

future cooperation in Mongolia’s agricultural sector.

Pacturan outlined IFAD’s activities in Mongolia and

confirmed that the organization’s Executive Board has

approved additional financing to continue the project.

He highlighted priorities for future cooperation,

including increasing herder incomes, strengthening

climate resilience, improving value chains, and

promoting sustainable pasture management.

[Montsame]

The IFAD is a United Nations specialized agency and

international financial institution dedicated to

eradicating poverty and hunger in rural areas of

developing countries. It provides low-interest loans

and grants to boost agricultural productivity, improve

market access, and enhance climate resilience for

smallholder farmers, rural women, and youth.

Mongolia, European Union launch project

to strengthen public financial

management reforms

(fs) Mongolia’s Ministry of Finance, in partnership with

the European Union, has launched a new project to

advance public financial management reforms. The

initiative, to be implemented from 2026 to 2029 by the

United Nations Development Programme and the

World Health Organization, aims to improve budget

planning, fiscal discipline, transparency, and revenue

mobilization.

Mongolian Finance Minister Mendsaikhan Zagdjav said

the project would strengthen accountability and align

public spending with national development priorities.

EU Ambassador to Mongolia Ina Marčiulionytė noted

the role of effective financial management in ensuring

transparency and building public and investor

confidence.

The project builds on earlier EU-supported reforms

implemented between 2020 and 2024 and seeks to

enhance fiscal risk management, tax transparency, and
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SDG-aligned budgeting. It is expected to improve fiscal

resilience and expand results-based budgeting across

government institutions. [Delegation of the European

Union to Mongolia]

South Korea expands global energy

diplomacy

(co/dql) South Korea is accelerating diplomatic efforts

to hedge energy supply risk as instability in the Middle

East—particularly disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz—

continue to raise concerns over supply security.

In Latin America, Foreign Minister Cho Hyun held

separate phone talks with counterparts in Brazil and

Mexico on April 16, focusing on securing alternative

supply channels while deepening broader economic

cooperation.

Discussions with Brazil’s Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira

emphasized diversification of supply routes and follow-

up measures from the February summit between

Presidents Lee Jae Myung and Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva

(see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 4).

Talks with Mexico included requests for stable crude

supply and efforts to reinvigorate bilateral economic

ties, including the potential resumption of free trade

agreement negotiations, alongside cooperation in

advanced technologies such as artificial intelligence

and space. [Yonhap News Agency]

Complementing this outreach, Deputy Foreign Minister

Park Jong-han visited Algeria and Libya in mid-April to

explore both short-term contingency sourcing and

longer-term energy cooperation.

In Libya, discussions with the National Oil Corporation

centered on the possible allocation of heavy crude to

South Korean buyers, with Tripoli signaling conditional

openness.

In Algeria, talks with government officials and state

energy firm Sonatrach extended beyond supply to

include infrastructure development, investment,

technical cooperation, and renewable energy

collaboration, building on existing ties with South

Korean refiners. [The Korea Herald 1]

In addition, South Korea has secured 273 million

barrels of crude oil and up to 2.1 million tons of

naphtha through the end of 2026 from Kazakhstan,

Oman and Saudi Arabia. According to the presidential

office, a significant portion of these supplies will be
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routed through alternative export channels not directly

affected by any blockade of the Strait of Hormuz,

enhancing short-term supply stability.

The bulk of the crude—around 250 million barrels—

will be sourced from Saudi Arabia, supplemented by 18

million barrels from Kazakhstan and 5 million barrels

from Oman. Additional naphtha volumes include 1.6

million tons from Oman and at least 500,000 tons from

Saudi Arabia.

The agreements were secured during a multi-country

diplomatic mission led by President Lee Jae Myung’s

chief of staff, Kang Hoon-sik, who engaged senior

leadership in Kazakhstan, Oman, Saudi Arabia and

Qatar. In Kazakhstan, both sides established a high-

level communication channel to expand cooperation

beyond energy into minerals and infrastructure. In

Oman, discussions focused on ensuring safe passage

for South Korean vessels through regional waters,

while in Saudi Arabia, commitments centered on long-

term supply prioritization and flexible delivery

arrangements.

In Qatar, Seoul received assurances that liquefied

natural gas shipments would resume as scheduled

once maritime conditions stabilize, reinforcing broader

efforts to maintain continuity in energy imports. [The

Korea Herald 2]

In parallel, South Korean President Lee Jae Myung has

pledged a “tangible contribution” to international

efforts to secure freedom of navigation in the Strait of

Hormuz. The commitment was made during a high-

level virtual summit convened by France and the

United Kingdom last week, as tensions linked to the

US–Israel war on Iran disrupted traffic through the

critical energy chokepoint.

Lee emphasized South Korea’s strategic exposure,

noting that roughly 70 percent of its crude oil imports

transit the strait, making stability in the waterway

directly tied to national economic security. He called

for coordinated international action to restore safe

passage and proposed the establishment of a joint

management mechanism to prevent future

disruptions. Participants—representing around 50

countries—agreed to enhance diplomatic and military

cooperation to secure maritime access and rebuild

trust in the aftermath of the crisis. [The Korea Herald

3]

South Korea, US, Japan discuss trilateral

maritime security cooperation
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(co) The naval chiefs of South Korea, the United States

and Japan on April 15 met in Seoul to strengthen

maritime security cooperation and trilateral

coordination in response to North Korea’s growing

nuclear and missile threats. Adm. Kim Kyung-ryul,

South Korea’s chief of naval operations, held separate

talks with his US and Japanese counterparts Adm.

Stephen Koehler and Adm. Saito Akira on enhancing

defense collaboration.

Discussions with the US focused on combined defense

posture and cooperation in ship maintenance and

broader defense industry ties, while talks with Japan

addressed resuming joint search and rescue exercises

and expanding personnel exchanges between the two

navies.

During a welcoming dinner, the three naval chiefs

discussed ways to strengthen trilateral deterrence

capabilities in response to an increasingly assertive

North Korea, as evidenced by its recent ballistic missile

launches earlier this month. [The Korea Herald] [Korea

JoongAng Daily]

EU, South Korea agree to establish

strategic economic partnership

(co) South Korea and the European Union on April 17

agreed to establish a strategic economic partnership to

deepen cooperation in trade, supply chains and

advanced technologies. [European Commission]

The agreement was reached during the inaugural

Korea-EU next-generation strategic dialogue attended

by Trade Minister Yeo Han-koo and EU Commissioner

for Trade and Economic Security Maros Sefcovic. The

framework is intended to deepen cooperation in trade,

supply chains and technology, while strengthening

collaboration in key industries such as critical minerals,

semiconductors and batteries, with further details to

be negotiated between the two sides.

South Korea and the EU also advanced discussions on

a digital trade agreement, aimed at expanding

cooperation in the digital economy, and updates to

existing free trade rules. [Yonhap News Agency]

NATO delegation visits Seoul

(co) A delegation composed of 30 ambassadors from

NATO member states visited South Korea to discuss

expanding defense cooperation, addressing shared
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security challenges, including North Korea and

Ukraine.

The group, part of the North Atlantic Council, met with

Foreign Minister Cho Hyun and other officials to review

developments including North Korea’s nuclear threats

and the war in Ukraine. Both sides explored

strengthening collaboration in defense industries and

emerging fields such as space and advanced

technologies.

The visit also included engagements with South Korean

defense firms, highlighting growing European interest

in Korean industrial military capabilities. [The Korea

Herald]

Bangladesh, EU sign Partnership and

Cooperation Agreement

(lm) Bangladesh and the European Union signed a

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) in

Brussels on April 20, establishing a formal framework

for long-term bilateral engagement across multiple

sectors.

The PCA is intended to serve as the legal and political

basis for cooperation in areas including trade,

investment, governance, human rights, environmental

sustainability, climate change, energy, transport, and

science and technology. Negotiations on the

agreement began in November 2024 and were

concluded following five rounds of discussions and

technical meetings held in Dhaka and Brussels. [Dhaka

Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Separately, Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Khalilur

Rahman used his visit to Brussel to meet with

European Commission officials, including Ekaterina

Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research and

Innovation, to expand cooperation in research,

innovation, and startup development. Discussions

focused on collaboration under European programs as

well as in areas such as artificial intelligence, digital

innovation, energy efficiency, and sustainable

development, alongside efforts to establish a

framework for continued engagement. [Dhaka Tribune

3]

India advances G20 satellite initiative to

strengthen climate monitoring and space

cooperation
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(dql) India is preparing to lead a proposed G20 satellite

mission scheduled for 2027, positioning itself at the

center of a multilateral effort to enhance climate

monitoring, air quality assessment, and weather

observation. Announced by Indian Space Research

Organisation (ISRO) Chairman V. Narayanan, the

initiative reflects India’s growing role as a provider of

space-based public goods and a coordinator of

international cooperation in Earth observation.

The satellite is intended to generate shared data on

climate change, pollution, and atmospheric conditions,

enabling G20 countries to improve environmental

policymaking and disaster preparedness. By pooling

data resources, the mission aims to strengthen

collective responses to climate and weather-related

risks, highlighting the increasing importance of space-

based infrastructure in addressing global

environmental challenges. [The Week]

China and United States engage with

Nepal’s new government amid domestic

debate over Kathmandu’s foreign policy

direction

(lm) Engagement by China and the United States with

Nepal’s new government has intensified in recent days,

highlighting the country’s geopolitical significance while

coinciding with a domestic debate over the direction

and framing of its foreign policy under Prime Minister

Balendra Shah, who assumed office in late March

following a landslide victory by his party in earlier

elections.

On the US side, Samir Paul Kapur, United States

Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central

Asian Affairs, arrived in Kathmandu on April 20 for a

three-day visit—the first standalone trip to Nepal by a

US official at this level and the highest-level foreign

visit since Shah took office. During the visit, Kapur is

meeting senior officials, including Finance Minister

Swarnim Wagle and Foreign Minister Shishir Khanal, as

well as political leaders and business representatives,

with discussions focusing on strengthening bilateral

ties, expanding trade and investment, and cooperation

in sectors such as digital infrastructure, information

and communication technology, artificial intelligence,

and cybersecurity. He also met Rabi Lamichhane,

leader of the ruling Rastriya Swatantra Party, to

exchange views on the priorities of Nepal’s new

government. No meeting with the prime minister has

been scheduled, and Nepali officials indicated that the
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visit is largely introductory in nature. [The Kathmandu

Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Kapur’s visit reflects broader US strategic positioning in

South Asia. In earlier congressional testimony, he

emphasized Nepal’s importance given its location

between India and China and highlighted Washington’s

objective of preventing dominance by any single power

in the region – a thinly-veiled reference to Beijing.

China, for its part, recently raised direct security

concerns with the Nepali government. During a

meeting in Kathmandu, Chinese Ambassador Zhang

Maoming pressed Home Minister Sudan Gurung on

issues related to Tibetan refugee activities and Taiwan-

linked visibility in Nepal, seeking assurances that

Nepali territory would not be used by actors viewed as

hostile to Beijing. The ambassador specifically warned

against any official participation in the upcoming

swearing-in of Penpa Tsering, head of the Central

Tibetan Administration. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

This external engagement comes as Nepal’s foreign

policy orientation is being debated domestically. An 18-

point “national commitment” draft released by the

Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers

frames Nepal as a “buffer state” between India and

China seeking to evolve into a “vibrant bridge” through

connectivity and economic cooperation, while also

referencing a policy of “equidistance” and “equi-

proximity” in external relations.

The terminology has drawn criticism from domestic

foreign policy experts, who argue that the concept of a

“buffer state”—historically referring to a smaller state

situated between rival powers—does not reflect

Nepal’s current geopolitical realities and may carry

negative implications for its sovereign positioning.

Critics have also questioned the practical meaning of

terms such as “equidistance,” noting that Nepal’s

external relations vary depending on context and

partnerships. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Pakistani mediation efforts intensify as

uncertainty surrounds potential US–Iran

talks

(lm) Over the course of the past days, Pakistan has

intensified diplomatic and military-level engagement to

facilitate a negotiated settlement in the Middle East

war involving the United States, Israel, and Iran, with

efforts culminating in preparations for a potential

second round of Washington–Tehran talks in

Islamabad. However, as of the afternoon of April 21, it
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remains highly uncertain whether these negotiations—

expected on April 22—will take place.

The current phase builds on direct talks between

senior US and Iranian officials held in Islamabad on

April 11, which ended without agreement on key

issues, including Iran’s nuclear program, sanctions

relief, and the future of the Strait of Hormuz. Following

those talks, Pakistan continued to facilitate

communication between the two sides, with messages

exchanged via Islamabad and discussions ongoing

regarding a possible second round.

Between April 15 and 18, Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif undertook a three-country visit to Saudi Arabia,

Qatar, and Türkiye, combining bilateral engagements

with participation in the Antalya Diplomacy Forum. In

Jeddah, he met Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,

where discussions focused on regional tensions and

Pakistan’s mediation role. In Doha, he met Emir Sheikh

Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, emphasizing de-escalation

and dialogue while addressing regional security

concerns. In Antalya, he held talks with President

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, with both sides highlighting the

need to extend the ceasefire and resume negotiations.

[Arab News 1] [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

On the same day, Sharif also met a senior adviser to

US President Donald Trump, with the US side

expressing appreciation for Pakistan’s facilitation

efforts. Parallel engagements by Pakistan’s foreign

minister with counterparts from multiple countries

similarly focused on supporting dialogue between

Washington and Tehran. [Arab News 4]

Running alongside this diplomatic track, Pakistan’s

Chief of Defense Forces, Field Marshal Asim Munir,

conducted a three-day visit to Iran from April 15 to 18

as part of the same mediation effort. While in Iran,

Munir met Iranian parliament speaker Mohammad

Bagher Ghalibaf, Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian, Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, and the

commander of Khatam ul Anbiya Headquarters - Iran’s

central military command - Major General Ali

Abdollahi. [Arab News 5] [Arab News 6] [Arab News 7]

[Arab News 9]

The parallel engagements highlight the coordination

between civilian and military leadership in Pakistan’s

political system, often described as a hybrid

arrangement, and underscore Field Marshal Munir’s

central role in the mediation process. Munir was one of

two Pakistani mediators present during the April 11

face-to-face talks between the US and Iran in

Islamabad. Observers note that his direct channels

with both sides, and in particular his level of trust with
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Iranian counterparts, position him as a key figure in

efforts to move negotiations forward. [Arab News 10]

In the immediate lead-up to the anticipated talks,

Pakistan then further stepped up both diplomatic

outreach and domestic security preparations. On April

20, Prime Minister Sharif spoke again with Iranian

President Pezeshkian, reaffirming Islamabad’s

commitment to act as an “honest and sincere”

facilitator of dialogue. The country was also preparing

to host a senior US delegation led by Vice President JD

Vance, with security tightened across the capital since

April 20. [Arab News 11] [Arab News 12]

However, Iran’s participation remains unresolved. As of

April 21, no Iranian delegation has been dispatched to

Islamabad, with senior leadership—including Ghalibaf

and Araghchi—remaining in Tehran. Iranian state

media has reported that no technical or preparatory

teams have been sent, reinforcing uncertainty over

whether Tehran will take part in the talks.

Pakistan, European Union discuss

trilateral investment with Gulf partners

(lm) Pakistan and the European Union discussed on

April 17 the expansion of economic cooperation to

include Gulf partners, exploring the creation of

trilateral investment frameworks involving Pakistan,

the EU, and countries in the Gulf region. The

discussions took place during a meeting between

Pakistan’s commerce minister and European officials

and focused on broadening investment channels

beyond bilateral engagement.

The talks were held ahead of the Pakistan–European

Union Business Forum scheduled for April 28–29 in

Islamabad, which is expected to bring together

European firms and Pakistani companies for direct

business-to-business engagement, with hundreds of

meetings planned. Both sides also discussed the

possibility of institutionalizing the forum as a regular

platform to sustain commercial interaction and

investment flows.

The European Union remains Pakistan’s largest export

destination and second-largest trading partner after

China, with trade driven primarily by textile exports. A

central element of this relationship is the GSP+

scheme, under which Pakistan receives reduced or

zero tariffs on a wide range of exports in return for

commitments related to human rights, labor

standards, and governance reforms. European officials

acknowledged Pakistan’s progress under this
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framework, which has significantly expanded export

opportunities.

Discussions also addressed measures to improve the

investment environment, including tariff rationalization

to reduce duties on raw materials and intermediate

goods, as well as the importance of policy stability and

transparency to attract long-term investment. [Arab

News]

Seychelles’ president departs for visits to

Russia and Abu Dhabi

(lm) Seychelles’ President Patrick Herminie is currently

undertaking a series of working visits, beginning with

his arrival in Moscow on April 20. The visit to Russia is

followed by a trip to Abu Dhabi and is framed by

authorities as part of a broader effort to deepen

bilateral cooperation and maintain diversified

international engagement. [Seychelles News Agency 1,

in French]

Discussions during the visit to Russia are expected to

focus on key economic and connectivity priorities,

including tourism, investment, transport links—

particularly air connectivity—and food security. The

president is accompanied by a delegation of ministers

and senior foreign affairs officials. [Seychelles News

Agency 2]

Coinciding with the visit, Seychelles has received a

shipment of humanitarian and logistical assistance

from Moscow, delivered by Russian aircraft and

handed over in Victoria. The consignment includes

approximately five tons of basic commodities—such as

rice, sugar, vegetable oil, and pasta—for distribution

through the Seychelles Trading Company, as well as

around 16 tons of logistical and protective equipment

for the Seychelles Defence Forces, including medical

kits and surveillance-related equipment. [Seychelles

News Agency 3]

UN maintains recognition of pre-coup

Myanmar leadership in diplomatic listings

(su) The United Nations has not recognized Min Aung

Hlaing as president of Myanmar in its updated

diplomatic listings released on April 13. According to

the UN Department of General Assembly and

Conference Management, Win Myint remains listed as
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president, while Aung San Suu Kyi continues to be

designated as foreign minister.

The UN list serves as a reference for official protocol,

including diplomatic recognition, invitations, and

formal communications. The continued listing of pre-

2021 leadership follows the military takeover in

February 2021 and subsequent political developments,

including the election of Min Aung Hlaing as president

in April 2026 through a parliamentary process.

[Mizzima]

Myanmar UN ambassador calls for

Security Council action after veto

deadlock

(su) Myanmar’s Permanent Representative to the

United Nations, Kyaw Moe Tun, urged the UN Security

Council to overcome paralysis following a recent veto

during a General Assembly plenary meeting on April

16. He said divisions within the council had prevented

effective responses to major international crises and

cited Myanmar as an example of prolonged inaction.

In his remarks, Kyaw Moe Tun called for an end to

hostilities in the Middle East, support for ceasefire

efforts, and protection of freedom of navigation in

international waterways under international law,

including UNCLOS. He said disruption in maritime

corridors had contributed to higher food, commodity,

and fuel prices, worsening humanitarian conditions in

vulnerable and conflict-affected countries, including

Myanmar.

The ambassador also said Myanmar’s population

continued to face fuel shortages while military

authorities used aviation fuel for air operations. He

urged the Security Council to act more decisively,

respond to changing conflict conditions, and work in

unity on issues affecting international peace and

security. [Mizzima]

European groups push EU to close

sanctions gaps in Myanmar’s gas sector

(anl) Ten European civil society organizations have

urged the European Union to expand sanctions on

Myanmar’s oil and gas sector to cover the entire supply

chain, warning that existing measures targeting

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE) leave

significant loopholes. While MOGE was sanctioned in
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2022 due to its central role in generating revenue for

the military, European firms may still provide

engineering, financial, insurance, and certification

services that enable gas projects to continue operating.

The groups highlighted cases such as Energy Holdings

Limited’s involvement in the Zawtika gas project to

illustrate how indirect participation can sustain the

sector and, by extension, junta revenues. They also

pointed to limited transparency in service provision,

particularly in insurance and accreditation, as a key

obstacle to enforcement. [Mizzima]

Philippines, US and allies launch largest-

ever Balikatan drills amid rising Indo-

Pacific tensions

(ms) The Philippines and the United States, alongside

several allied countries, have launched the largest

iteration to date of their annual “Balikatan” military

exercises, with more than 17,000 troops taking part in

drills running from April 20 to May 8.

The exercises, whose name means “shoulder to

shoulder,” bring together forces from the Philippines

and the United States, joined by partners including

Japan, Australia, Canada, France and New Zealand.

Around 10,000 US personnel are participating,

alongside thousands of Filipino troops and smaller

contingents from allied nations.

This year’s drills are notable not only for their size but

also for their expanded scope. Military activities

include maritime strike operations, integrated air and

missile defense, counter-landing exercises and live-fire

drills across air, land and sea domains. A key feature is

a live-fire sinking exercise using advanced systems

such as the Philippines’ BrahMos missiles and Japan’s

Type 88 anti-ship missiles.

Several exercises are taking place in strategically

sensitive areas. Operations in northern Philippine

waters are being conducted close to Taiwan, while

others are held along the South China Sea near

disputed areas such as Scarborough Shoal. These

locations reflect the broader security concerns shaping

the drills, particularly tensions involving China, Taiwan

and maritime disputes in the region.

The participation of Japan as a full contributor marks a

significant development. Japanese ground troops are

taking part in combat-oriented exercises for the first

time, reflecting a shift in Tokyo’s defense posture and

closer security ties with Manila and Washington. This
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follows a reciprocal access agreement that allows both

countries’ forces to operate on each other’s territory.

Officials from participating countries have emphasized

that the exercises are defensive in nature and aimed at

improving interoperability, readiness and crisis

response. However, China has criticized the drills,

warning that such military cooperation risks increasing

confrontation and destabilizing the region. [EFE]

[France 24] [IPDF] [Modern Diplomacy]

Bangladesh, China discuss expanding

cooperation in media and broadcasting

sectors

(lm) Bangladesh and China held discussions on April 16

to expand cooperation in news media, film, and

television, during a meeting in Dhaka between the

Chinese ambassador and Bangladesh’s information

and broadcasting leadership. Both sides emphasized

strengthening exchanges, sharing experience in

developing modern communication systems, and using

media cooperation to support broader bilateral

engagement and public-level interaction. [Dhaka

Tribune]

India says Bangladesh’s extradition

request for ex-prime minister remains

under legal review

(lm) India said on April 17 that it is still examining

Bangladesh’s request to extradite former prime

minister Sheikh Hasina through ongoing judicial and

internal legal processes. The statement confirms the

continuation of a review process that began after

Bangladesh formally submitted the request in late

2025, following the political transition that removed

Hasina from power in August 2024. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh reiterated the request on April 8 during

high-level talks in New Delhi, where Foreign Minister

Khalilur Rahman raised the issue with India’s external

affairs minister and other senior officials. The renewed

request covers both Hasina and former home minister

Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, who have been sentenced

to death by Bangladesh’s International Crimes

Tribunal, a domestic court handling serious national-

level criminal cases.

The discussions took place in the context of broader

bilateral engagement, with both sides emphasizing the
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need to advance relations and maintain dialogue

despite ongoing tensions. Alongside the extradition

issue, the talks covered cooperation in energy,

security, and economic relations, with India indicating

it would ease visa procedures for Bangladeshi

nationals, particularly for medical and business travel,

and consider requests to expand diesel and fertilizer

exports. [The Business Standard]

Bangladesh’s army chief visits Malaysia

for four-day official engagements

(lm) The Chief of Army Staff of Bangladesh, General

Waker-Uz-Zaman, arrived in Malaysia on April 20 for a

four-day official visit.

On April 21, he attended the Defence Services Asia

(DSA) and National Security Asia (NATSEC Asia) 2026

Exhibition in Kuala Lumpur, which showcases defence

systems, electronic warfare technologies, and related

security equipment. He also attended the 8th

Putrajaya Forum on April 21, where discussions focus

on the impact of emerging technologies on security

and regional stability in the ASEAN region, as well as

coordinated policy approaches.

He is holding bilateral meetings with Malaysian

counterparts during the visit. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh-United States education

cooperation States discussed during

envoy visit, visa process raised

(lm) Bangladesh’s Education Minister Ehsanul Hoque

Milon requested that the United States simplify the

student visa process for Bangladeshi students seeking

higher education during meetings with US Special

Envoy Charles J Harder. The request was made during

the envoy’s visit to Bangladesh from April 18.

The meetings focused on cooperation in education and

skills development, including the role of US institutions

in training and capacity building. Discussions also

covered potential expansion of support in areas such

as English language training and technical education.

US officials outlined ongoing programs related to

children’s welfare, including education, healthcare, and

nutrition, as well as initiatives addressing child

protection issues.
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During the visit, the US delegation also met Foreign

Secretary Asad Alam Siam and visited education and

health facilities to review program implementation.

[Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

UK signals support to Bangladesh for

police reform and capacity building

(lm) The United Kingdom has expressed interest in

supporting capacity building within the Bangladesh

Police during a meeting on April 15 at police

headquarters in Dhaka. Discussions focused on

potential cooperation in areas including training to

combat organized international crime, irregular

migration, human trafficking, money laundering, visa

fraud, and document verification. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan, India customs authorities

coordinate investigation into cross-border

vehicle smuggling

(lm) Customs authorities from Bhutan and India have

intensified coordination in an ongoing investigation

into suspected cross-border vehicle smuggling under

“Operation Numkhor.” A Bhutanese customs

delegation is currently in India to conduct joint

consultations with Indian counterparts, focusing on

intelligence exchange and next enforcement steps.

The investigation centers on a network suspected of

importing vehicles through Bhutan and subsequently

registering them in India using fraudulent

documentation. Authorities estimate that up to 15,000

vehicles may have been moved through such channels

over time, including luxury cars and high-end

motorcycles. Indian authorities have identified several

hundred vehicles suspected of fraudulent registration

as part of the probe. [NDTV]

Australia secures fertilizer deal with

Brunei

(dql) Australia has signed a Joint Statement on Energy

and Food Security with Brunei to secure increased

fertilizer supplies, as Canberra seeks to cushion its

agricultural sector from the ongoing fuel crisis linked to

Middle East disruptions. [Prime Minister, Australia]
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During his visit to the Southeast Asian country last

week, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese highlighted

Brunei’s existing role as a supplier—accounting for

roughly 11 percent of Australia’s fertilizer and 9

percent of its diesel—and signaled further supply

expansion following talks with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah.

The agreement comes as rising fuel costs continue to

strain Australia’s economy and agricultural logistics,

with the government introducing support measures

for regional fuel suppliers to ease cost pressures on

farmers. [9 News]

Cambodia, China to launch "2+2" dialogue

(dql) Cambodia will host its first-ever “2+2” foreign and

defense ministers’ dialogue with China this week,

marking an upgrade in bilateral coordination by

formally integrating diplomatic and military channels.

The meeting, bringing together Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi and Defense Minister Dong Jun with

their Cambodian counterparts Prak Sokhonn and Tea

Seiha, follows commitments made during President Xi

Jinping’s 2025 visit and reflects an institutionalization

of an already close partnership.

The talks are expected to focus on reinforcing political

trust, advancing the “shared future” framework, and

expanding defense cooperation, including training and

broader military collaboration.

Senior-level engagements with Cambodia’s leadership,

including Hun Sen and Prime Minister Hun Manet,

underline the high political salience of the visit.

Cambodian officials have also explicitly linked the

dialogue to ongoing tensions along the Thai border,

suggesting a security dimension beyond routine

bilateral engagement. [Cambodianess]

New Cambodia–South Korea partnership

targets workforce upgrade amid

structural skills gaps

(dql) Cambodia has launched a five-year partnership

with the Korea International Cooperation Agency

(KOICA) to strengthen technical and vocational

education and training (TVET), aiming to better align

workforce skills with labor market demands and

enhance competitiveness in global value chains. The

agreement, signed on April 20, will run from 2026 to

2030 and focuses on expanding access to vocational
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training, improving institutional capacity, and

strengthening linkages between training providers and

industry.

The initiative centers on three flagship institutions—

the National Polytechnic Institute of Cambodia, Preah

Kossamak Polytechnic Institute, and Industrial

Technical Institute—and emphasizes practical,

industry-relevant skills, upgraded facilities, and

improved labor market data systems. Cambodian

officials highlighted the project’s role in supporting

both domestic industrial development and overseas

employment opportunities, particularly in response to

demand from South Korean firms.

The program builds on Phnom Penh’s broader

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET)

strategy launched in 2023, which targets training 1.5

million young people, supported by stipends of USD 70

per month to incentivize participation.

However, structural constraints persist, including

uneven geographic access to training centers, limited

awareness of vocational pathways, and a mismatch

between available jobs and workforce readiness.

[Cambodianess]

Cambodia seeks broader economic and

strategic engagement with Canada

(dql) Prime Minister Hun Manet has signaled

Cambodia’s intent to expand cooperation with Canada

across economic, political, and security domains, with

trade and investment at the core of bilateral

engagement.

During talks with Canadian Ambassador Christian

DesRoches on April 20, both sides reaffirmed their

commitment to deepening ties, including support for

the forthcoming ASEAN–Canada Free Trade Agreement

(ACFTA) and closer coordination within multilateral

frameworks such as the Francophonie.

Cambodia is moving to institutionalize economic links

by strengthening its commercial presence in Canada,

including through a representative office aimed at

promoting exports and attracting investment. Trade

relations remain heavily export-driven, with Cambodia

shipping garments, footwear, and travel goods under

preferential tariff schemes. Bilateral trade reached

USD 1.33 billion in 2025 (+14 percent y/y), though early

2026 data indicates modest growth and some export

softening.
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Discussions also covered cooperation in defense,

security, and countering transnational crime, pointing

to a gradual broadening of the relationship beyond

purely economic ties. [The Phnom Penh Post]

China blocks key disputed fishing Area

claimed by Philippines

(ms) China has tightened control over a contested

fishing area in the South China Sea—known as

Scarborough Shoal—by deploying vessels and

installing a floating barrier at its entrance, restricting

access for Philippine fishermen.

Satellite images show Chinese coast guard ships,

maritime militia, and fishing vessels surrounding the

lagoon, with up to 10 Chinese ships reported in the

area. The barrier, observed in April, effectively limits

entry to the shoal, a traditionally important fishing

ground.

The area lies within the Philippines’ exclusive economic

zone but has been under effective Chinese control

since a 2012 standoff. A 2016 international arbitration

ruling found China’s restrictions there violated

international law, but Beijing has continued to enforce

its claims.

The latest move marks a shift from harassment to

direct physical control. Analysts describe this as part of

China’s “gray-zone” strategy—using civilian and

paramilitary assets to assert control without triggering

open conflict.

For the Philippines, the restrictions directly affect

fishing livelihoods and reinforce concerns over

maritime sovereignty. In response, Manila has

increased coordination with the United States,

including joint patrols near contested waters.

The development reflects a broader pattern in the

South China Sea, where China is gradually

strengthening control over disputed areas through

sustained presence and incremental actions rather

than military escalation. [FDD] [Reuters]

China considers curbs on solar equipment

exports to US

(ms) According to Reuters exclusive reporting, Chinese

officials are considering restricting exports of advanced

solar manufacturing equipment to the United States, in
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a move that could affect US efforts to expand domestic

solar production.

Initial consultations have been held with major Chinese

equipment suppliers, although no formal policy has

been finalized. The discussions focus on limiting the

export of high-end technologies used to produce more

efficient solar panels, particularly heterojunction (HJT)

equipment.

China dominates the global solar supply chain,

producing more than 80 percent of solar panel

components and hosting the world’s leading

manufacturers of production equipment. Any

restrictions would therefore have direct implications

for US companies seeking to localize manufacturing.

The potential move comes as US firms, including Tesla,

aim to scale up domestic solar capacity. Tesla has

reportedly explored purchasing USD 2.9 billion worth

of Chinese equipment to support its expansion plans.

Limiting access to such technology could slow these

efforts and reinforce China’s competitive advantage.

The discussions also reflect broader geopolitical

tensions between China and the United States, where

trade and technology controls are increasingly used to

protect strategic industries. China previously

introduced export controls on rare earths and has

considered similar measures for energy storage

technologies.

Industry sources indicate that concerns in Beijing are

rising over the possibility that foreign firms could use

Chinese equipment and expertise to build competing

supply chains. The proposed curbs would aim to

prevent that outcome while preserving China’s

technological lead in the global solar sector. [Reuters]

China-Russia deepen energy and strategic

coordination amid global supply

disruptions

(ms) China and Russia have moved to strengthen

practical cooperation in energy and geopolitics

following high-level talks in Beijing, as global supply

chains face increasing strain due to the ongoing Iran

conflict.

During a meeting on April 15 between Chinese

President Xi Jinping and Russian Foreign Minister

Sergey Lavrov, both sides focused on expanding

coordination in key sectors, particularly energy. Russia

signaled it is prepared to offset potential supply

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkhijul-l-tty/


shortages affecting China and other countries, as

disruptions in the Middle East—especially around the

Strait of Hormuz—continue to impact global oil and

gas flows.

The discussions highlight a growing alignment in

energy policy, with China seeking to secure stable

imports while Russia looks to expand its role as a

major supplier amid shifting global trade patterns.

Data already indicates that China and India have

become primary destinations for Russian crude

exports, underlining the deepening economic ties

between Moscow and Asian markets.

Beyond energy, the talks also reinforced coordination

on major geopolitical issues, including the conflicts in

Iran and Ukraine, as well as tensions in East Asia.

Earlier meetings between Lavrov and Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi addressed these topics, with both

sides signaling closer diplomatic alignment and

consultation on global crises.

The two countries are also preparing for further high-

level engagement, with a potential meeting between

President Vladimir Putin and Xi expected in May. Such

continued exchanges reflect an effort to institutionalize

cooperation and respond jointly to what both

governments view as an increasingly unstable

international environment.

While concrete economic and strategic outcomes—

particularly in energy—formed the core of the

discussions, both sides also framed their relationship

in broader terms. Xi described China-Russia ties as a

source of stability in a “turbulent” global landscape,

while calling for stronger coordination and mutual

support. Lavrov similarly emphasized the need to

counter rising geopolitical tensions and strengthen

cooperation among non-Western countries. [Al

Jazeera] [CNBC] [South China Morning Post 1] [South

China Morning Post 2]

China signals push to upgrade Switzerland

trade pact

(ms) China has signaled its willingness to advance

negotiations to upgrade its free trade agreement with

Switzerland, aiming to deepen economic ties and

expand cooperation into new sectors.

The Commerce Ministry said a “high-standard”

agreement would boost trade, investment and

innovation between the two countries, following a

bilateral meeting in Bern.
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The existing China–Switzerland free trade agreement,

in force since 2014, already eliminates most tariffs and

supports bilateral trade of around USD 60 billion

annually. Ongoing upgrade talks seek to extend

cooperation into services, the digital economy and

intellectual property. [Global Times] [Reuters]

China: Turkmenistan deepens gas ties as

Beijing dominates exports

(ms) China and Turkmenistan have expanded their

energy partnership with the launch of a new

development phase at the Galkynysh gas field, one of

the world’s largest natural gas reserves.

Chinese Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang attended the

groundbreaking, where both sides agreed to

accelerate gas cooperation and signed agreements

covering supply principles and a cooperation plan

through 2030. The project is expected to further

increase pipeline gas flows to China.

The partnership is already highly concentrated. China

accounts for roughly 80 to 90 percent of

Turkmenistan’s natural gas exports, making it by far

the country’s dominant energy customer. Gas is

transported via the Central Asia–China pipeline

network, a key component of Beijing’s overland energy

strategy.

For China, the expansion strengthens supply security

and reduces reliance on maritime energy routes. For

Turkmenistan, it reinforces dependence on a single

buyer but guarantees stable demand and long-term

revenue.

The new phase at Galkynysh is expected to increase

production capacity and support additional export

volumes, further deepening one of China’s most

important bilateral energy relationships. [Bloomberg]

[China Daily]

Chinese-owned bank acquires major

Georgian lender as Tbilisi deepens

financial ties with Beijing

(ms) China’s presence in Georgia’s financial sector has

expanded significantly after Chinese-owned BasisBank

acquired a 95.99 percent stake in Liberty Bank, the

country’s third-largest lender with a 5.5 percent market

share.
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The deal gives a Chinese-controlled institution a major

position in Georgia’s retail banking market,

strengthening Beijing-linked capital in a sector

traditionally influenced by Western investors.

BasisBank is owned by China’s Hualing Group, which

has steadily built a financial footprint in Georgia over

the past decade. The group acquired BasisBank in

2012 and expanded further in 2016 by purchasing a

controlling stake in Bank Republic. The latest

transaction consolidates its role as a key player in the

country’s banking system.

The acquisition comes as Georgia also increases

financial cooperation with China at the state level. The

National Bank of Georgia recently announced plans to

raise its holdings of Chinese government bonds to USD

300 million, reflecting a broader shift toward yuan-

denominated assets.

Together, these developments point to a growing

Chinese influence across both commercial banking and

sovereign financial management in Georgia. While the

inflow of capital may improve access to financing and

support economic growth, it also signals a structural

shift in the country’s financial landscape.

China is already Georgia’s fourth-largest trading

partner, with bilateral trade reaching USD 2.7 billion in

2025, underscoring the deepening economic

relationship beyond banking. [InterFax] [Reuters]

China protests New Zealand patrol flight,

Wellington defends UN mission

A New Zealand military patrol flight near China has

triggered diplomatic tensions, with Beijing accusing

Wellington of “reconnaissance and harassment” in

sensitive airspace.

China’s foreign ministry said a Royal New Zealand Air

Force P-8A aircraft conducted close-in operations over

the Yellow Sea and East China Sea, claiming the activity

undermined China’s security, disrupted civil aviation

and increased risks of miscalculation. Chinese officials

said they had lodged formal protests and taken

“forceful” responses.

New Zealand rejected the accusations, stating the

aircraft was operating as part of a long-standing

mission to monitor sanctions evasion involving North

Korea under United Nations Security Council

resolutions.
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The New Zealand Defence Force said the patrol was

conducted professionally and in accordance with

international law and civil aviation rules, emphasizing

that such deployments have taken place regularly

since 2018. [Global Times] [South China Morning Post]

China, India hold Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation-focused consultations

(dql) India and China held their first bilateral

consultations dedicated exclusively to the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in New Delhi on April

16-17, marking a calibrated effort to deepen

coordination within a key Eurasian multilateral

platform despite ongoing strains in bilateral relations.

The talks, led by their respective SCO national

coordinators, focused on implementing leaders’

decisions and shaping the organization’s future agenda

across security, economic cooperation, and

connectivity.

Both sides agreed to institutionalize and expand

consultations on SCO matters, with parallel discussions

involving senior officials covering trade, security,

connectivity, and people-to-people exchanges. [The

Tribune]

Indian vice-president visit to Sri Lanka

advances diaspora policy, energy

cooperation, and bilateral engagement

(lm) India’s Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan visited

Sri Lanka from April 19 to 20, combining high-level

political engagement with concrete policy measures

and strategic coordination.

Talks with President Anura Kumara Dissanayake and

Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya focused on

expanding development cooperation—particularly

Indian-funded housing and reconstruction projects

under a USD 450 million assistance package—

alongside broader efforts to strengthen bilateral ties.

Longstanding issues such as the fishermen dispute in

the Palk Strait, which regularly leads to arrests and

tensions between coastal communities, also featured

in the discussions.  [Daily Mirror 1]

A key outcome was the extension of Overseas

Citizenship of India (OCI) eligibility to fifth- and sixth-

generation Indian-origin Sri Lankans, announced by
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Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri. The OCI scheme

grants long-term visa-free travel and access to

education and business opportunities in India, and the

expansion significantly broadens eligibility for Indian-

origin Tamil communities—especially plantation

workers in the central highlands whose ancestors were

brought during the colonial period and who remain

socio-economically vulnerable. [Daily Mirror 2]

Energy cooperation formed a second key pillar of the

visit. Indian officials emphasized the urgency of

advancing the Trincomalee energy hub project, a

strategically significant initiative involving Sri Lanka,

India, and the United Arab Emirates. The project builds

on the Trincomalee oil tank farm and includes plans

for expanded fuel storage, infrastructure development,

and a potential pipeline connection from southern

India. While timelines remain under discussion, the

project is framed as critical for reducing supply

vulnerabilities and strengthening regional energy

integration at a time of rising global prices and supply

disruptions linked to ongoing war in the Middle East.

[Daily Mirror 3]

India, South Korea expand defense-

industrial cooperation alongside supply

chain alignment

dql/co) India and South Korea have agreed to elevate

bilateral ties into a “futuristic partnership,” as Indian

Prime Narendra Modi met with visiting South Korean

President Lee Jae Myung—accompanied by around 200

businesspeople—on April 20. The meeting was part of

Lee’s three-day trip to India, marking the first

presidential visit in eight years and reflecting a shared

effort to reposition the relationship amid intensifying

geoeconomic competition and supply chain

fragmentation in the Indo-Pacific. [Prime Minister,

India]

The two sides set a target to nearly double trade from

USD 27 billion to USD 50 billion by 2030, anchoring the

partnership in economic security and technological

cooperation. The roadmap centers on critical sectors—

including semiconductors, artificial intelligence,

shipbuilding, and clean energy—supported by new

coordination mechanisms and a planned upgrade of

the Korea-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership

Agreement (CEPA) within a year.

India’s commitment to establish a dedicated industrial

township for South Korean firms, alongside a new

digital cooperation framework, highlights a shift
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toward deeper industrial integration and investment-

led growth. [DW] [The Korea Times]

In separate talks, Indian Trade Minister Piyush Goyal

and his South Korean counterpart Yeo Han-koo moved

to revive stalled discussions and deepen cooperation

in industry, green energy, and digital trade. Both sides

signaled intent to address longstanding frictions,

including non-tariff barriers, rules of origin, and market

access, while placing renewed emphasis on making the

agreement more balanced and commercially effective.

The discussions took place alongside a high-level

business forum attended by major South Korean

conglomerates, underscoring strong private-sector

interest in expanding economic engagement. South

Korea highlighted complementarities between India’s

growing capabilities in artificial intelligence and its own

strengths in advanced manufacturing, while identifying

shipbuilding as a potential new pillar of bilateral

industrial cooperation. [Reuters]

A further central pillar of the upgrade is the expansion

of defense-industrial cooperation. Both sides are

exploring co-development, co-design, and technology

transfer in advanced military systems, including air

defense capabilities, while advancing further phases of

joint production of K-9 Vajra artillery systems. Plans for

a Korea–India Defence Accelerator to support defense

startups underscore a move toward long-term

industrial integration and indigenous capability

development. [The Print]

At the strategic level, both countries emphasized

supply chain resilience and coordination in critical

technologies, aligning with broader efforts by Indo-

Pacific economies to reduce exposure to geopolitical

risk and overdependence on single markets. Seoul’s

participation in India-backed initiatives such as the

International Solar Alliance and the Indo-Pacific Oceans

Initiative further signals a gradual convergence with

New Delhi’s regional vision.

Beyond economics, the partnership incorporates

cultural and societal linkages to reinforce long-term

alignment, including expanded cooperation in

education, research, and tourism, as well as plans for a

bilateral friendship festival in 2028. [The Tribune]

The outcomes of Lee’s visit signal a transition from a

largely trade-focused relationship to a more

comprehensive strategic partnership. For India, South

Korea emerges as a key technology and manufacturing

partner in its push for economic modernization and

strategic autonomy. For Seoul, deeper engagement
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with India provides a pathway to diversify economic

and geopolitical dependencies beyond Northeast Asia.

India, United States resume trade

negotiations amid shifting tariff

landscape and final-stage talks

(dql) India and the United States have launched a new

round of trade negotiations in Washington (April 20–

22), aiming to finalize the first tranche of a long-

pending bilateral trade agreement as both sides seek

to consolidate progress made in earlier rounds. The

talks bring together senior negotiators led by India’s

Additional Secretary for Commerce Darpan Jain and US

counterparts, including US Assistant Trade

Representative Brendan Lynch, reflecting renewed

momentum after months of intermittent engagement.

The negotiations come at an advanced stage, with

much of the February 2025 framework for an interim

agreement already in place. However, recent shifts in

US trade policy—particularly the introduction of a

temporary 10 percent across-the-board tariff following

a Supreme Court ruling on earlier emergency tariffs—

have altered the negotiating baseline.

Under the earlier negotiating framework, the US had

proposed reducing tariffs on Indian goods to around

18 percent from levels as high as 50 percent, while

India had signaled reciprocal concessions across a

broad range of industrial and agricultural products.

The Supreme Court’s decision has reduced India’s

relative tariff advantage and prompted both sides to

reassess elements of the proposed deal.

Key issues under discussion include tariff reductions,

market access, and the status of ongoing US Section

301 investigations, which India has criticized as

unjustified. Additional points of contention include US

scrutiny of supply chains linked to forced labor, adding

a regulatory and political dimension to the talks.

Despite these challenges, both sides have signaled

flexibility. India has indicated willingness to lower

tariffs on a range of US agricultural and industrial

goods and expand imports across sectors such as

energy, aviation, and technology, with potential

purchases projected at up to USD 500 billion over five

years. [India New England] [The Tribune 1]

The talks come after Washington issued a time-bound

general license allowing India and other countries to

continue transactions involving Russian crude oil

already in transit—just two days after US Treasury
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Secretary Scott Bessent stated that the sanctions

waiver permitting purchases of Russian crude at sea

would not be renewed. [Reuters]

The 30-day authorization permits the delivery and sale

of Russian-origin crude loaded on or before April 17,

alongside associated services such as shipping,

insurance, and port operations. It effectively creates a

grace period until mid-May to ensure that existing

shipments are not stranded due to sanctions

enforcement.

For India, the development is particularly significant. As

a major importer reliant on foreign crude for nearly 90

percent of its needs, and a key buyer of discounted

Russian oil since 2022, the temporary waiver provides

critical flexibility to manage ongoing shipments and

adjust procurement strategies. [The Tribune 2]

Germany, India to advance defense

industrial cooperation with submarine co-

production plan

(dql) India and Germany are moving to elevate defense

ties into a structured industrial partnership, with a

defense cooperation roadmap expected to be signed

during Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to Berlin

this week.

The initiative signals a shift toward long-term co-

production and technology collaboration as both sides

seek to expand strategic alignment. It also reflects

India’s push to localize defense production under the

“Make in India” framework while reducing reliance on

traditional suppliers.

At the center of the engagement is a proposed USD 8

billion project to build six next-generation conventional

submarines in India, with German ThyssenKrupp

Marine Systems (TKMS) partnering with Indian

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL). The deal

would combine German design and engineering with

Indian manufacturing, including the integration of air-

independent propulsion (AIP) technology to enhance

underwater endurance and operational capability.

Beyond submarines, the roadmap is expected to

broaden cooperation into emerging domains such as

cyber security, artificial intelligence, and unmanned

systems, alongside increased military-to-military

engagement and industry collaboration. [The Tribune]
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India, Russia bring logistics pact into force

enabling troop presence and expanded

defense cooperation

(dql) India and Russia have brought the Reciprocal

Exchange of Logistics Support (RELOS) agreement into

force, marking a significant step in deepening bilateral

defense cooperation by enabling reciprocal access to

military facilities and limited deployment of personnel

and assets.

The pact, signed in February 2025 and activated in

January 2026 following Russian ratification, establishes

a formal framework for logistical support between the

two countries’ armed forces.

The agreement allows both sides to simultaneously

station up to 3,000 troops, five warships, and 10

military aircraft on each other’s territory for an initial

five-year period, with provisions for automatic

extension by mutual consent. It also provides access to

bases, ports, and airfields for refueling, maintenance,

and supplies, facilitating joint exercises, training, and

other approved military activities in both peacetime

and contingency scenarios.

It is designed to streamline operational coordination

while enhancing the ability of both sides to sustain

deployments beyond their immediate regions. [India

Today] [The Economic Times]

India, UK deepen defense cooperation

(dql) India and the United Kingdom have advanced

efforts to deepen defense cooperation, with new

emphasis on defense-industrial collaboration,

intelligence sharing, and cyber capabilities. The

discussions took place during Indian Chief of Defence

Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan’s three-day visit to

the UK on April 19–21, marking the first official visit by

an Indian CDS, indicative of the growing tempo of high-

level military engagement between the two countries.

During their talks, Chauhan and UK Chief of the Air

Staff Air Chief Marshal Richard Knighton focused on

expanding cooperation across training, operations,

and industrial partnerships, alongside efforts to

enhance interoperability and joint capability

development. Engagements with British defense

industry representatives further highlighted a shared

push toward co-production and technology

collaboration.
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The visit builds on an intensifying pattern of bilateral

military exchanges—this being the fifth senior-level

engagement this year—and aligns with the broader 10-

year Defence Industrial Roadmap under the Vision

2035 framework. Last month, Indian Chief of Army

Staff General Upendra Dwivedi met with Knighton in

New Delhi to discuss the evolving geostrategic

environment and avenues for closer cooperation.

During the same visit, Knighton also held talks

Chauhan and Indian Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh,

focusing on enhancing operational coordination,

interoperability, and broader defense ties.

In parallel, institutional mechanisms such as the UK

Ministry of Defence’s Defence Partnership–India office

are designed to operationalize these ambitions and

sustain long-term collaboration. [The Tribune] [India

New England]

Indian-flagged vessels hit by Iranian fire in

Strait of Hormuz

(dql) Two Indian-flagged vessels were fired upon by

Iranian gunboats in the Strait of Hormuz, forcing both

ships—including a very large crude carrier—to turn

back without damage or casualties. The incident

occurred in a critical shipping lane northeast of Oman,

intensifying concerns over the security of maritime

traffic in a chokepoint that handles a significant share

of global oil and gas flows.

New Delhi lodged a formal protest, summoning Iran’s

ambassador and stressing the importance of safe

passage for merchant vessels. The episode comes

despite earlier assurances from Tehran that Indian

ships would be allowed transit, underscoring

inconsistencies in operational control amid heightened

regional tensions. [NDTV] [Anadolu Ajansı]

Indonesia reviews US military overflight

proposal amid sovereignty concerns

(ms) Indonesia is currently reviewing a United States

proposal to allow broader military overflight access

through its airspace, officials said, stressing that no

decision has been made and that the issue remains

under internal discussion.

The proposal has been circulated between ministries

as part of ongoing defense cooperation talks.

Authorities emphasized that any agreement would be
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subject to Indonesia’s national laws and procedures,

and would not grant unrestricted access.

At the same time, Indonesia’s foreign ministry has

urged caution. In internal communications, it warned

that granting wide-ranging overflight permissions

could carry strategic risks, including the possibility of

drawing Indonesia into tensions in the South China

Sea. Officials also raised concerns that such access

could enable increased foreign surveillance activity

from Indonesian territory and affect relations with

other regional partners.

The proposal comes shortly after Indonesia and the

United States signed a broader defense cooperation

partnership. However, Indonesian officials have

clarified that overflight rights are not a core element of

that agreement and are being assessed separately.

The issue highlights Indonesia’s delicate geopolitical

position. As the world’s largest archipelagic state,

spanning more than 17,000 islands, Indonesia sits

along critical sea and air routes near the South China

Sea.

Jakarta has long pursued a “free and active” foreign

policy, aiming to maintain balanced relations with

major powers such as the United States and China

while avoiding formal alliances. This approach has

become increasingly challenging as regional tensions

intensify and external powers expand their military

presence. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Japan angers China as vessel transits

Taiwan Strait

(dql) A Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF)

destroyer transited the Taiwan Strait, prompting a

formal protest from China and marking the first such

passage since Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi took

office in October. While not officially announced by

Tokyo, the move aligns Japan more closely with U.S.

freedom of navigation operations and reflects a

growing willingness to respond more assertively to

China’s regional posture. [Kyodo News]

The transit comes amid elevated tensions between

Beijing and Tokyo following Takaichi’s remarks on

potential Japanese military intervention in a Taiwan

contingency, with China subsequently restricting

exports of dual-use items, tightening controls on rare

earths, and issuing travel warnings for its citizens.
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Beijing condemned the transit as a deliberate

provocation and reiterated Taiwan as a non-negotiable

“red line,” summoning Japanese officials in protest. The

passage builds on a gradual shift in Japan’s approach

since 2024, when MSDF vessels first began navigating

the strait after years of restraint aimed at avoiding

escalation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The transit comes days after Japan announced a

significantly expanded role in ongoing U.S.-Philippines

Balikatan exercises, where it will deploy around 1,400

personnel, major naval assets, and anti-ship missile

systems—its largest participation to date and the first

deployment of combat troops to the Philippines since

World War II. The exercises’ proximity to Taiwan and

the South China Sea underscores their strategic

relevance to regional deterrence dynamics. [Naval

News]

Japan had long avoided deploying MSDF vessels

through the Taiwan Strait so as not to provoke Beijing,

a stance it reversed in September 2024 when the

destroyer Sazanami became the first to make the

passage. Two further MSDF transits followed in

February and June 2025.

The latest transit reflects Tokyo’s accelerating shift

toward a more proactive security posture, driven by

concerns over China’s assertiveness and potential

Taiwan contingencies, while Beijing has accused Japan

of remilitarization and alignment with U.S.-led

containment efforts, further straining bilateral ties.

[South China Morning Post]

Separately Japan’s coast guard reported that a Chinese

marine research vessel conducted suspected survey

activity within Japan’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ)

near the Senkaku Islands, deploying a wire-like device

into the water without prior consent. Tokyo issued

warnings, and the vessel departed after approximately

six hours. The incident occurred roughly 106

kilometers north-northwest of the disputed islets,

which are administered by Japan but claimed by China

and remain a persistent flashpoint in bilateral

relations. [The Mainichi]

Japan, South Korea deepen security ties

through new “two-plus-two” framework

(dql) Japan and South Korea are set to institutionalize

closer security coordination by launching a vice-

ministerial “two-plus-two” foreign and defense

dialogue, with the inaugural meeting expected in Seoul

in early May.
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The move upgrades existing director-general-level

consultations and follows the January summit between

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and President Lee Jae

Myung, signaling a renewed push for structured

bilateral and trilateral (with the United States)

cooperation.

The dialogue is designed to address converging

strategic concerns, notably China’s assertiveness and

North Korea’s advancing nuclear and missile

capabilities. Planned discussions include expanded

military coordination, safeguarding maritime energy

routes—particularly through the Strait of Hormuz amid

Middle East instability—and reducing dependence on

China for critical minerals by diversifying supply chains.

The initiative also reflects a shared effort by Tokyo and

Seoul to anchor continued U.S. engagement in East

Asia under an administration perceived as more

inward-looking. In parallel, Japan’s top maritime officer

will visit Seoul—the first such trip since 2018—

highlighting a broader normalization of defense ties

after years of bilateral friction. [The Mainichi]

Japan-Poland strategic partnership

deepens cross-regional security alignment

(dql) Deepening engagement with European security

actors, Japan has elevated bilateral ties with Poland to

a comprehensive strategic partnership, linking

European and Indo-Pacific security agendas while

expanding cooperation in sensitive sectors such as

information protection, agriculture, and space.

The agreement, reached during talks in Tokyo on April

15 between Prime Ministers Sanae Takaichi and

Donald Tusk, reflects a growing convergence among

US-aligned partners in response to mounting

geopolitical pressures. [Prime Minister’s Office, Japan]

Both leaders strongly condemned Russia’s ongoing war

against Ukraine and reaffirmed continued support for

Kyiv, including through sanctions and reconstruction

efforts. Poland remains a key frontline state within

NATO’s eastern flank, while Japan has increasingly

positioned itself as a non-European contributor to

Ukraine’s resilience, underscoring a widening

internationalization of the conflict response.

Beyond Ukraine, the partnership embeds closer

coordination on regional security challenges. The two

sides reiterated opposition to unilateral changes to the

status quo by force in the Indo-Pacific—implicitly

targeting China—and expressed concern over North
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Korea’s advancing nuclear and missile programs,

aligning their threat perceptions across theatres. [The

Mainichi]

The upgrade builds on an existing strategic partnership

established in 2015, which has traditionally been

centered on economic exchange, with Poland

exporting automotive components and food products

and importing advanced technologies and electronics

from Japan. In recent years, cooperation has expanded

into strategic sectors, most notably nuclear energy,

with both governments signing a memorandum of

understanding in 2024 as Poland advances plans to

develop its first nuclear power capacity. [Notes from

Poland]

Tusk’s visit to Japan was part of his two-nation East

Asia tour last week, which also took him to South

Korea, where the two countries upgraded their

bilateral relationship to a comprehensive strategic

partnership and reaffirmed their commitment to

implementing the 2022 framework agreement—valued

at USD 44.2 billion—covering major arms exports,

technology transfers, and local production in Poland.

Beyond defense, the two countries agreed to broaden

cooperation into advanced industries, science and

technology, space, energy supply chains, and

infrastructure, reflecting a shift toward more

diversified and future-oriented engagement (see AiR

No. 15, April/2026, 2).

Japan-UK strategic dialogue reinforces

cross-regional security alignment

(dql) Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and

UK Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper reaffirmed closer

bilateral coordination during talks in Tokyo on April 20,

with a particular focus on stabilizing the Middle East

and safeguarding maritime security. Both sides

stressed the importance of keeping the Strait of

Hormuz open to free navigation, underscoring shared

concerns over energy supply disruptions amid ongoing

regional tensions. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Against the backdrop of a perceived erosion of the

international order, the ministers agreed to deepen

security cooperation, including accelerating the

trilateral (Japan–UK–Italy) next-generation fighter jet

program—highlighting a growing defense-industrial

partnership with long-term strategic implications.

In addition, the two sides signed a memorandum to

enhance coordination on the protection and
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evacuation of their nationals abroad, signaling a more

operational dimension to bilateral cooperation in crisis

scenarios. Politically, the discussions also pointed to

continued high-level engagement, with London

expressing interest in a visit by Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi in the near term. [The Japan Times]

Australia, Japan formalize landmark

warship deal

(dql) Australia and Japan have formalized contracts to

implement their USD 7 billion agreement for the

supply of advanced warships, marking Tokyo’s most

significant defense export since lifting its long-standing

arms export restrictions in 2014.

The deal, initially reached in August, will see Mitsubishi

Heavy Industries deliver three upgraded Mogami-class

multi-role frigates built in Japan from 2029, followed by

the domestic construction of eight additional vessels in

Australia, signaling a phased shift toward local

industrial participation.

Operationally, the frigates—designed for anti-

submarine warfare, surface combat, and air defense—

are intended to enhance Australia’s ability to secure

critical sea lines of communication and its northern

maritime approaches.

The agreement highlights deepening bilateral defense

cooperation beyond traditional U.S.-anchored security

frameworks. By combining Japanese naval technology

with Australian shipbuilding capacity, the arrangement

is expected to strengthen interoperability while

embedding long-term industrial linkages.

The planned transition to onshore production at

Western Australia’s Henderson shipyard further aligns

with Canberra’s strategic objective to expand sovereign

defense capabilities. [Reuters] [News.com.au]

The signing of the contracts took place during a

meeting between Defense Ministers Shinjiro Koizumi

and Richard Marles in Melbourne on April 18, where

both sides also agreed to broaden their defense

cooperation into a wider network of like-minded

partners.

They affirmed that Japan and Australia form a core axis

within an emerging Indo-Pacific security architecture

and committed to expanding coordination with

partners such as the United States, India, and the

Philippines. [Ministry of Defense, Japan] [Nippo.com]
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Analysts view the deal as emblematic of Japan and

Australia’s sustained efforts to deepen defense

cooperation, positioning their partnership at the core

of an emerging Indo-Pacific security architecture, amid

uncertainty over the future scope of U.S. security

commitments in the region.

This alignment is rooted in the logic of the “first island

chain,” a critical maritime arc stretching from Japan

through Taiwan and the Philippines toward Southeast

Asia and Australia. Control over—or access through—

this chain remains central to China’s ability to project

power into the Pacific and sustain its trade flows.

Ongoing tensions around Taiwan, alongside increased

Chinese pressure on the Philippines, underscore the

fragility of this maritime system, which is likely to

feature prominently in future U.S.–China negotiations.

This deepening alignment is underpinned by a decade-

long expansion of bilateral defense ties, including

enhanced interoperability, intelligence cooperation,

joint exercises, and institutional frameworks such as

the Reciprocal Access Agreement. Defence-industrial

collaboration has reached what Australian officials

describe as a “transformational” level, supported by

initiatives in technology transfer, logistics, and joint

operational planning. Parallel cooperation in the Pacific

Islands—through mechanisms such as Japan’s Official

Security Assistance—further illustrates a coordinated

approach to regional influence and capacity-building.

[Geopolitical Futures] [Australian Defence Magazine]

[Munich Security Conference]

Laos, Indonesia expand security

cooperation

(ms) Lao Public Security Minister Lt. Gen. Vanthong

Kongmany and Indonesian Deputy Foreign Minister

Muhammad Anis Matta met in Vientiane on April 20 to

strengthen bilateral security ties.

Talks focused on expanding cooperation between Laos’

Ministry of Public Security and the Indonesian National

Police, particularly in combating transnational crime.

Key areas include drug trafficking, terrorism, human

trafficking, cybercrime, smuggling and money

laundering.

Both sides agreed to enhance coordination,

information sharing and joint efforts to address cross-

border security threats.

The meeting, held during Matta’s official visit, reflects

ongoing efforts within Southeast Asia to strengthen
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regional law enforcement cooperation in response to

increasingly complex criminal networks. [Lao News

Agency]

Malaysia deepens energy and economic

cooperation with Singapore

(bo) Malaysia and Singapore have reaffirmed efforts to

strengthen bilateral and regional energy cooperation,

with a focus on renewable energy and grid integration,

amid growing concern over global supply chain

disruptions linked to tensions in the Middle East.

Discussions between Malaysia’s Deputy Prime Minister

Fadillah Yusof and Singapore’s Energy Minister Tan See

Leng highlighted the need to enhance ASEAN’s energy

resilience, including through continued support for the

ASEAN Power Grid.

Parallel talks between economic officials underscored

plans to accelerate the Johor–Singapore Special

Economic Zone (JS-SEZ), alongside exploring

collaboration in green technologies such as carbon

capture, utilization and storage. [New Straits Times]

Australia, Malaysia agree on reciprocal

energy access

(bo) Malaysia and Australia have agreed to deepen

strategic coordination on energy and critical resource

flows, reinforcing bilateral supply security in response

to heightened geopolitical volatility linked to Middle

East tensions.

During high-level talks on April 16, Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim and his visiting counterpart Anthony

Albanese endorsed a joint statement on energy

security and reaffirmed existing agreements, framing

the partnership as a stabilizing pillar in regional supply

chains.

At the core of the arrangement is a reciprocal

prioritization mechanism: Malaysia’s state energy firm

Petronas will give Australia preferential access to

surplus fuel exports once domestic needs are met,

while Malaysia secures continued and reliable access

to Australian minerals, gas, and liquefied natural gas

(LNG). This reflects an institutionalization of

interdependence in energy trade, moving beyond

market-based exchanges toward politically backed

supply assurances.
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The agreement is embedded in a broader framework

of economic and agricultural cooperation. Both sides

committed to enhancing market access, including

through a memorandum of understanding on

regulatory cooperation (Jakim–Australia’s agriculture

authorities), and to expanding collaboration in food

production, irrigation, and halal meat trade. The depth

of interdependence is underscored by Australia’s role

as a major supplier of wheat, beef, and lamb to

Malaysia, while Malaysian inputs such as urea support

Australian agricultural output. [New Straits Times]

[South China Morning Post]

Maldives seeks extension of USD 400

million Indian currency swap facility

(lm) The Government of Maldives has reportedly

requested an extension of a USD 400 million currency

swap facility provided by India, according to Indian

media reports.

The facility was originally extended in October 2024

and has since been rolled over twice at the Maldives’

request. Indian officials, cited by reports in The

Economic Times and Hindustan Times, said that both

previous extensions—as well as a separate rollover of

USD 50 million in treasury bills—were granted as

exceptional measures.

According to the same sources, the Indian government

is currently examining the latest request. However,

officials noted that existing rules governing such

arrangements—such as limits on the number of

rollovers and requirements for a cooling-off period

between drawdowns—could make further extension

difficult under standard conditions. [The Sun]

India, Maldives agree to establish

business council to deepen trade and

investment ties

(lm) The Maldives and India agreed to establish a

formal Maldives–India Business Council during the first

session of the Maldives–India Business Engagement

Series held in Malé on April 20. The session was

organized by the Maldivian Ministry of Economic

Development in partnership with Invest Maldives and

the Indian High Commission, and brought together

representatives from both governments and the

private sector. [The Sun]
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Australia hands over patrol vessel to

strengthen Maldives’ maritime

capabilities

(lm) Australia handed over a Guardian-class patrol boat

to the Maldives on April 19 under a bilateral defense

cooperation program, with the vessel delivered to the

Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) at a

ceremony held at HMAS Stirling naval base in Western

Australia. The MNDF Coast Guard is expected to deploy

the vessel after the completion of further training and

trials, with arrival in the Maldives planned for late May.

[The Sun]

China, Mongolia reaffirm commitment to

expanding trade, infrastructure

cooperation

(fs) Following his visit to China in March, Mongolian

Prime Minister Uchral Nyam-Osor met with

Ambassador of China to Mongolia Shen Minjuan on

April 14 to discuss bilateral relations and economic

cooperation.

Nyam-Osor highlighted the shared objective of

increasing bilateral trade to USD 20 billion within five

years, as agreed by the two countries’ leaders in 2022.

He stressed the importance of advancing cooperation

in coal trade, railway development, and expanding the

capacity of the Tavantolgoi mine.

The two sides also discussed broader economic

cooperation, including the potential import of fuel

from China to supply Mongolia’s southern Gobi region.

[iToim]

India, Mongolia explore cooperation on oil

refinery, coal exports

(fs) Acting director of Erdenes Mongolia—the largest

state-owned mining company of Mongolia—Battsuur

Davaadalai met with Indian Ambassador to Mongolia

Atul Malhari Gotsurve to discuss bilateral cooperation

in the mining and energy sectors.

Davaadalai and Gotsurve reviewed progress on

Mongolia’s oil refinery project (see AiR No. 42,

October/2025, 3). They also addressed the need to
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enhance technical expertise and train future

specialists.

Davaadalai emphasized the importance of establishing

a joint working group with Steel Authority of India

Limited (SAIL), which has expressed interest in

sourcing coking coal from Erdenes Mongolia. He noted

that such cooperation could help resolve logistical

challenges and facilitate trade.

India, the world’s second-largest steel producer, relies

heavily on imported coking coal, with SAIL sourcing

approximately 85 percent of its annual demand from

abroad. [Montsame]

Japan, Mongolia deepen cooperation on

education, human development

(fs) President of Mongolia Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh met

with Honorary Chairman of the Nippon Foundation

Yohei Sasakawa on April 13 to discuss ongoing

cooperation in education and human resource

development.

Both sides agreed on continued collaboration in areas

such as education, traditional medicine, and scientific

research. Khurelsukh welcomed progress in the

Sasakawa Japan-Mongolia Scholarship Program, which

provides full scholarships to 1,000 rural students, with

the first 100 already enrolled in national universities.

The 12-year program, funded with over USD 5 million

in grants, focuses on fields such as ecology, medicine,

agriculture, and engineering. Graduates are required

to work in their home regions for three years after

completing their studies. [Open.kg]

The Nippon Foundation is Japan's largest non-profit

philanthropic organization, established in 1962 to

promote social innovation, maritime safety, and global

humanitarian aid.

Mongolia secures preferential aviation

fuel supply from Russia

(fs) Minister of Industry and Mineral Resources of

Mongolia Damdinnyam Gongor reached an agreement

with Minister of Energy of Russia Sergey Tsivilyov

during an official visit to Moscow on April 20 to ensure

a stable supply of aviation fuel under preferential

terms.
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Gongor and Tsivilyov signed an additional protocol to

the existing intergovernmental agreement on

petroleum product supplies. Gongor said the

arrangement would guarantee regular deliveries at

discounted prices. The protocol is expected to

strengthen supply stability and help mitigate rising fuel

costs linked to global market volatility, particularly

tensions in the Middle East. [Montsame]

Mongolia, South Korea explore renewable

energy cooperation

(fs) Mongolia’s Ministry of Industry and Mineral

Resources has expressed readiness to cooperate with

South Korean firm Hanwha (a global leader in defense,

aerospace, and clean energy on renewable energy and

environmentally friendly technologies), while

supporting related investments. The issue was

discussed during a meeting between Minister

Damdinnyam Gongor and representatives of Hanwha.

Gongor highlighted Mongolia’s strategy to move from

raw material extraction toward value-added

processing, identifying coal processing, renewable

energy development, and the establishment of an

industrial park as key areas for cooperation.

Hanwha was also invited to participate in an

international tender for a steel production complex in

Darkhan-Uul province, north of the country. [Open.kg]

Myanmar expands energy ties with China

amid fuel crisis

(anl) Myanmar is intensifying cooperation with Chinese

state-owned firms to address a worsening fuel and

electricity crisis, including efforts to secure long-term

fuel imports from Yunnan and expand domestic

refining and production capacity.

Recent engagements by Energy Minister Ko Ko Lwin in

Kunming and Beijing focused on supply chain

integration, refinery construction, and electricity

cooperation, including cross-border power links and

hydropower development.

The push comes amid Myanmar’s acute structural

vulnerability, with the country importing around 97

percent of its fuel and facing mounting pressure from

global price shocks and domestic supply disruptions.

Ongoing projects with Chinese firms, alongside parallel

outreach to Russia, indicate a broader strategy to
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stabilize energy supply through closer alignment with

key political partners. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar, Russia sign cooperation pact on

energy and oil supply

(su) Myanmar and Russia signed a Memorandum of

Cooperation on April 16 aimed at expanding

collaboration in the electricity and energy sectors,

including long-term supplies of crude oil and

petroleum products from Russia to Myanmar. The

agreement was concluded during a visit by a Myanmar

delegation led by Union Minister Ko Ko Lwin to meet

Russian officials and companies.

Discussions during the visit covered exports of crude

oil, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, and

fertilizers to Myanmar. The delegation also met

representatives of Inter RAO— a major Russian state-

controlled energy company—to discuss potential

projects including a coal-fired power plant, an oil

refinery, and LNG facilities linked to the Dawei deep-

sea port, as well as maintenance and training for

existing gas turbine systems.

Officials said a separate Memorandum of

Understanding between Myanmar’s Ministry of

Electricity and Energy and Russia’s Ministry of Energy is

expected to follow. Planned areas of cooperation

include broader investment in Myanmar’s energy

sector and human resource training. [Eleven Media

Group]

United States sentencing exposes North

Korea’s covert IT infiltration and

sanctions-evasion tactics

(dql) A U.S. federal court has sentenced two New

Jersey-based intermediaries to seven and a half years

and nine years in prison for facilitating a covert

scheme that enabled North Korean operatives to

infiltrate major American companies and generate at

least USD 5 million for Pyongyang. [Department of

Justice, USA]

The defendants operated “laptop farms” in the United

States, allowing overseas IT workers—using stolen

American identities—to appear as domestically based

employees and gain access to corporate systems,

including sensitive, export-controlled data.
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The operation illustrates a sophisticated evolution in

North Korea’s sanctions-evasion strategy, combining

cyber-enabled fraud with physical infrastructure inside

the U.S. to bypass compliance checks. By setting up

front companies and exploiting weaknesses in hiring

and background verification processes, the network

embedded workers across multiple firms, including

technology and defense-linked entities. At least 80

identities were compromised, and hundreds of

companies have reportedly been affected by similar

schemes.

While U.S. authorities seized a portion of the illicit

proceeds, most funds were laundered through

Chinese-linked accounts tied to the network, indicative

of persistent enforcement challenges. [CNN]

The sentencing of two U.S.-based facilitators forms

part of a broader crackdown on North Korea’s

expanding use of covert IT worker schemes, which

have enabled operatives to secure employment across

hundreds of Western firms. Alongside large-scale

cryptocurrency theft—reportedly exceeding USD 2

billion in 2024 alone—such activities have become a

central pillar of Pyongyang’s strategy to circumvent

sanctions and finance its nuclear and missile programs

despite deep economic isolation. [Tech Crunch]

North Korea–Russia ties deepen across

military, economic, and political fronts

(dql/co) Deepening military cooperation between

Russia and North Korea is increasingly reflected in

technological exchange, institutional linkages, and

coordinated outreach beyond their borders. Recent

developments point to a broadening partnership that

extends from battlefield support in Ukraine to labor,

economic, and diplomatic engagement.

Hybrid missile design

Ukrainian defense investigators have concluded that

ballistic missiles used by Russia against Ukrainian cities

—specifically the KN-23 and KN-24—are North Korean

systems that integrate indigenous design features with

elements derived from early Russian Iskander models.

Analysis of debris from a January 2024 strike on

Kharkiv identified distinct structural characteristics,

including unique missile geometry and engineering

details, confirming that these weapons are not

licensed copies but locally adapted variants

incorporating external technological influence.
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Kyiv’s assessment indicates that Pyongyang has refined

earlier Iskander concepts rather than replicating them,

combining larger engines and lower-energy fuel to

achieve comparable or extended ranges. While the

missiles rely partly on commercially sourced foreign

components, their manufacturing quality reflects

outdated industrial processes. Nonetheless, their

maneuverability and quasi-ballistic trajectories make

them difficult to intercept, sustaining a significant

threat to Ukrainian air defenses and civilian areas.

The findings reinforce earlier evidence of expanding

North Korea–Russia military cooperation, with

Pyongyang reportedly supplying nearly 250 KN-23

missiles since 2023 alongside large volumes of artillery,

rockets, and munitions. Ukrainian and South Korean

estimates suggest that these transfers may have

generated billions of dollars in revenue for North

Korea, though likely below nominal market value,

pointing to strategic rather than purely commercial

motivations.

Recent satellite imagery, however, indicates a possible

slowdown in shipments via North Korea’s Rason port,

suggesting either logistical constraints or a

recalibration of supply flows. [NK News] [Militarnyi]

North Korea, Russia expand cooperation through

outreach to occupied Ukrainian region

At the same time, officials from Russia-installed

authorities in Ukraine’s Kherson region have held talks

with North Korea’s ambassador in Moscow to explore

cooperation in agriculture and humanitarian exchange,

in a further indication of expanding ties between

Pyongyang and Moscow.

According to the region’s Russian-appointed governor,

discussions focused on potential supplies of food

products—including vegetable oil and flour—to North

Korea, alongside plans to develop business links and

exchanges in culture, sports, and education. [Yonhap

News Agency]

The outreach reflects a convergence of needs, with

North Korea facing chronic food shortages and Russia

seeking to leverage occupied territories for economic

and political engagement.

North Korea, Russian labor unions sign MOU

In addition, the largest umbrella labor unions of North

Korea and Russia on April 14 held talks in Pyongyang

and signed an agreement to expand cooperation.
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Leaders of the two unions concluded a memorandum

of understanding aimed at strengthening exchanges

and cooperation in line with deepening bilateral ties.

The discussions reflected closer alignment between

the two countries amid growing political and military

cooperation, a development that accelerated since the

outbreak of the Ukraine war in 2022. [Yonhap News

Agency]

Pakistan expands outreach to China for

investment as economic cooperation

deepens

(lm) Pakistan is expanding efforts to attract investment

from China across 21 priority sectors, with more than

60 Chinese business executives expected to visit the

country in May for sector-specific conferences and

direct business-to-business matchmaking

engagements. The initiative follows investment

promotion events in the Chinese city of Ningbo, where

over 100 firms participated in discussions covering

sectors such as information technology,

pharmaceuticals, chemicals, textiles, and

manufacturing.

The outreach is part of a broader transition under the

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)—a flagship

bilateral infrastructure and investment framework

launched under China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

Pakistan is now seeking to move into a “second phase”

of CPEC focused on industrial cooperation, agriculture,

technology, and export-oriented manufacturing, with

the aim of generating employment and sustainable

growth rather than relying primarily on large-scale

infrastructure projects.

Planned follow-up engagements include additional

conferences in both China and Pakistan, such as an

information technology-focused event in Hangzhou

and industry-specific meetings in Lahore on

manufacturing, energy storage, and healthcare. [Arab

News]

Pakistan signals focus on expanding trade

and investment ties with United States

(lm) Pakistan has indicated a renewed focus on

strengthening trade and investment relations with the

United States, with Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb highlighting this priority during
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engagements at the IMF–World Bank Spring Meetings

in Washington. Speaking at a policy discussion hosted

by the Atlantic Council, he emphasized ongoing efforts

to expand economic cooperation across sectors

including oil and gas, minerals and mining, information

technology, and pharmaceuticals.

The remarks follow increased bilateral engagement

since mid-2025, including high-level contacts between

political and military leadership on both sides. A

bilateral trade arrangement agreed in July 2025—

covering tariff reductions and frameworks for US

investment in Pakistan’s energy and mineral sectors—

has been identified as a basis for further economic

cooperation, alongside continued discussions with US

trade officials. [Arab News]

Russia opens seafood market for

Pakistani exports

(lm) Pakistan has secured approval from Russia for 16

seafood processing plants to export to the Russian

market, in a move expected to open up to USD 300

million in new trade opportunities for the country’s

fisheries sector. The decision enables initial shipments

to Russia and potentially broader access to the

Eurasian region, as Islamabad seeks to diversify export

destinations beyond traditional markets such as China,

the Gulf, Southeast Asia, Europe, and the United

States. [Arab News]

Pakistan-Türkiye joint counterterrorism

exercise ‘Jinnah-XIII’ concluded

(lm) Pakistan and Türkiye have concluded the joint

commando and special forces exercise “Jinnah-XIII,”

conducted in Ankara and Isparta. The exercise involved

elite military units from both countries and focused on

counterterrorism operations, including combat in built-

up (urban) environments and the handling of

improvised explosive devices. The training forms part

of ongoing military cooperation between the two

countries and follows previous joint exercises,

including “Ataturk-XIII.” [Arab News]

Pakistan, Egypt conclude joint military

exercise ‘Thunder-II’
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(lm) Pakistan and Egypt have concluded a two-week

joint military exercise, “Thunder-II,” aimed at enhancing

interoperability between their armed forces,

particularly in counterterrorism operations. The

exercise, held from April 6 to 20 at the Special

Operations School in Cherat, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

province, involved Pakistan Army’s Special Services

Group (SSG) and Egyptian special forces. [Arab News]

Philippines, Japan deepen army

cooperation amid shifting regional

security landscape

(ms) The Philippine Army and Japan’s Ground Self-

Defense Force (JGSDF) have reaffirmed plans to

strengthen defense cooperation following a new round

of high-level talks between their chiefs.

Philippine Army chief Lt. Gen. Antonio Nafarrete and

JGSDF Chief of Staff Gen. Arai Masayoshi held their

third senior-level meeting via video teleconference,

focusing on the regional security environment and

expanding bilateral military coordination. Both sides

emphasized the importance of sustained dialogue and

agreed to deepen cooperation through joint training,

personnel exchanges and collaboration in areas such

as defense equipment and technology.

The meeting builds on a series of engagements over

the past year, including bilateral talks in Tokyo in

December 2025 and discussions at the Indo-Pacific

Armies Chiefs Conference. More recently, Philippine

Army and Marine Corps representatives joined staff-

level talks in Japan, where future cooperation and joint

activities were discussed.

 For the Philippines, cooperation with Japan

complements its long-standing alliance with the United

States and forms part of a wider effort to modernize its

armed forces, especially with continuous tensions with

China.

Japan, for its part, has been expanding its defense

partnerships beyond its traditional framework,

particularly with Southeast Asian countries. Joint

exercises, such as Japan’s participation in “Exercise

Salaknib,” signal increasing interoperability between

forces and a move toward more coordinated regional

security arrangements. [Daily Tribune] [PhilStar]
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Philippines, US launch plans for 4,000-acre

“economic security zone” to reshape

supply chains

The United States and the Philippines have announced

plans to establish a 4,000-acre industrial hub in Luzon,

marking a significant step in efforts to restructure

global supply chains and reduce dependence on

existing manufacturing centers.

The planned site, described as an “Economic Security

Zone,” will be located within the Luzon Economic

Corridor, a major infrastructure and investment

initiative linking key economic areas on the island. The

project is part of the broader US-led “Pax Silica”

initiative, which aims to build a more secure and

diversified supply chain network among allied

countries.

In practical terms, the zone is intended to serve as a

manufacturing and investment hub where companies

from partner countries can co-locate production

facilities. Rather than focusing on a single industry, the

site is designed to adapt to market demand, potentially

covering sectors such as semiconductors, critical

minerals processing, electronics and advanced

manufacturing.

The initiative reflects growing concerns in Washington

and allied capitals about reliance on concentrated

supply chains, particularly those linked to China. By

developing alternative production sites, policymakers

aim to ensure more resilient access to key materials

and technologies, especially those used in energy

systems, electronics and artificial intelligence

infrastructure.

For the Philippines, the project highlights its strategic

role in this effort. The country is a major producer of

nickel and other critical minerals, many of which are

currently exported to China for processing. It also

offers a young workforce and a location at the center

of Indo-Pacific trade routes, factors seen as attractive

for international investors.

At the same time, many details remain unclear.

Officials have not disclosed the exact location within

Luzon, the scale of investment, or a timeline for

construction. The governance structure is expected to

involve close coordination between both governments,

combining US regulatory standards with Philippine

resources and labor advantages.

If implemented as planned, the Luzon zone is expected

to become the first in a wider network of similar hubs,

potentially linking multiple countries into a more



integrated and diversified global production system.

[Manila Standard] [PhilStar] [US Embassy, Philippines]

China, South Korea agree to strengthen

critical mineral supply chains amid global

uncertainty

(co) South Korea and China agreed to strengthen

cooperation in stabilizing supply chains for critical

minerals, including rare earths, amid rising global

uncertainty.

The understanding was reached during the 29th joint

Economic Commission dialogue in Beijing, led by South

Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Jina and her Chinese

counterpart Vice Commerce Minister Yan Dong. Seoul

and Beijing reaffirmed the need to ensure stable

supply chains for critical minerals, rare earths, urea

and other materials, and pledged to cooperate toward

these goals in support of shared growth.

Both sides also exchanged views on the current state

of economic cooperation and future directions and

emphasized boosting trade and investment while

ensuring stable and predictable business conditions

for companies. They also discussed progress in

expanding the Korea-China free trade agreement to

services and investment sectors.

The meeting reflects renewed momentum in bilateral

economic engagement, with the previous round of

such talks held in December 2024. [The Korea Herald]

In a separate meeting, South Korean Defense Minister

Ahn Gyu-back met Chinese Ambassador to South

Korea Dai Bing on April 15 to discuss defense

cooperation and broader issues on the Korean

Peninsula.

Both sides reaffirmed the importance of summit talks

between Presidents Lee Jae Myung and Xi Jinping in

January (see AiR No. 1, January/2026, 1), where the two

leaders pledged to bilateral relations that were

strained under Lee’s predecessor Yoon Suk-yeol, and

agreed to facilitate closer bilateral cooperation. Ahn

also called for China to play a constructive role in

efforts to restore dialogue with North Korea. [Yonhap

News Agency]

South Korean President Lee intervenes to

contain South Korea–US intelligence-
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sharing dispute

(dql) South Korean President Lee Jae Myung has

moved to contain escalating controversy over alleged

intelligence leaks, firmly rejecting claims that

Unification Minister Chung Dong-young disclosed

classified US information and signaling a potential

internal investigation into the origin of the accusations.

The intervention comes amid reports that US Forces

Korea temporarily curtailed intelligence sharing

following Chung’s public reference to a suspected

North Korean uranium enrichment site in Kusong. The

controversy has also exposed political divisions

domestically, with opposition lawmakers framing the

issue as a major security lapse and pointing to

potential daily intelligence losses.

Lee characterized the allegations as “false” and

grounded his defense in the assertion that Kusong has

long been identified in open-source analyses and

media reporting. His unusually direct response—

issued during a state visit to India (see article in this

edition)—underscores the administration’s concern

over the political and strategic fallout of the dispute.

Chung has likewise maintained that his remarks were

based solely on publicly available information and

reiterated that he had raised the issue previously

without objection, suggesting that the current

controversy may be politically motivated.

Attention has increasingly shifted toward the source of

the leak allegations themselves, with Lee indicating

that a “government official” or ruling-party insider may

have triggered the controversy by linking Chung’s

remarks to the reported US decision to suspend

intelligence sharing. The administration now appears

prepared to investigate this internal dimension,

reflecting concerns over possible factional tensions

within the government’s foreign and security policy

apparatus.

The episode unfolds against a backdrop of prior

fluctuations in intelligence cooperation, which officials

note have occurred intermittently, including during

earlier policy disagreements with Washington. Reports

suggest that broader US concerns—ranging from

South Korean policy moves on the Demilitarized Zone

to recent diplomatic frictions—may have contributed

to the situation, with Chung’s remarks serving as a

proximate trigger rather than the sole cause.

[Hankyoreh] [The Korea Herald]
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South Korea, U.S. finalize critical minerals

framework

(co) South Korea and the U.S. have finalized a bilateral

critical minerals framework, signaling a further

institutionalization of their economic-security

partnership amid intensifying competition over

strategic supply chains.

Announced during talks between U.S. Treasury

Secretary Scott Bessent and South Korean Finance

Minister Koo Yun-cheol in Washington, held on the

sidelines of the Group ​of ⁠20 finance ministers and

central bank governors ⁠meeting ​in Washington, D.C. on

April 17, the framework aims to expand joint sourcing

and processing cooperation while promoting market-

based principles and countering non-market practices.

[Department of the Treasury, USA]

The agreement complements broader bilateral

economic coordination. Both sides linked South

Korea’s push to become a global artificial intelligence

hub to G20 priorities on productivity and growth, while

also acknowledging concerns over excessive volatility

in the Korean won and committing to continued policy

consultations.

Progress on the implementation of the 2025 trade and

investment deal—under which Seoul pledged up to

USD 350 billion in U.S.-bound investment in exchange

for reduced U.S. tariffs—was also reviewed. [Yonhap

News Agency]

Taiwan rejects China’s push to expand

cross-strait flights amid weak demand

(ak) Taiwan’s Executive Yuan has declined Beijing’s call

to expand cross-strait flight services, arguing that

existing capacity remains underutilized and does not

justify additional routes or frequencies. Transport

authorities note that while up to 420 weekly flights are

permitted across 10 routes, only around 310 are

currently in operation, underscoring a continued gap

between supply and demand.

Officials signaled openness to “orderly exchanges” but

emphasized that any adjustments will be guided by

practical demand rather than political considerations.

Relevant agencies, including the Mainland Affairs

Council, are reviewing Beijing’s proposal through

established procedures, with no indication of an

imminent policy shift.
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The episode reflects Taipei’s calibrated approach to

cross-strait engagement: maintaining functional

channels while resisting efforts by Beijing to accelerate

normalization through politically driven initiatives. The

PRC’s recent outreach — including a set of measures

aimed at expanding exchanges following opposition-

party contacts — appears to have limited immediate

traction, as Taiwan continues to anchor cooperation in

administrative pragmatism and domestic oversight

rather than symbolic rapprochement. [CNA, in

Chinese] [Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan]

The discussion came on the heels of the visit of Cheng

Li-wun, Chair of the main opposition party, the

Kuomintang (KMT), to Beijing earlier this month which

included a meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping

and subsequent to which Beijing released in ten

measures aimed at normalizing cross-straits relations

(see AiR No. 15, April/2026, 2).

The visit—presented by Cheng as an effort to reduce

tensions and preserve peace—drew heavy criticism

from the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),

portraying it as lending legitimacy to Beijing’s

reunification narrative and potentially undermining

Taiwan’s sovereignty.

Taiwan’s legislature launches Taiwan–

Canada caucus to deepen parliamentary

engagement

(dql) The Legislative Yuan—Taiwan’s parliament—has

established a Taiwan–Canada Inter-parliamentary

Amity Association, institutionalizing legislative-level

exchanges as a channel to expand bilateral ties.

The new caucus is intended to serve as a structured

platform for reciprocal visits, dialogue, and policy

coordination between lawmakers, leveraging the

relative flexibility of parliamentary diplomacy

compared to formal government channels. [Taiwan

News]

US senators reintroduce Taiwan Relations

Reinforcement Act

(ak) US Senators John Curtis and Jeff Merkley have

reintroduced the Taiwan Relations Reinforcement Act,

a bipartisan bill reaffirming US support for Taiwan’s

democracy and international engagement, on April 15.

The legislation urges Taiwan to boost defense
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investment while encouraging talks on a free-trade

agreement.

The act seeks to elevate the US representative in

Taiwan to a Senate-confirmed position, foster senior-

level exchanges, and counter disinformation

campaigns by the Chinese Communist Party. It also

proposes forming an interagency task force to

coordinate Taiwan policy and promote Taiwan’s

participation in international organizations.

The proposal, reintroduced three times since 2020,

follows a recent congressional visit to Taiwan led by

Curtis. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan backs deeper Lithuania ties amid

uncertainty in Vilnius–Beijing reset

(ak) Taiwanese Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung used an

April 14 meeting with Lithuania’s new representative,

Karolis Pilipauskas, to endorse closer bilateral

cooperation and support Vilnius’s proposed economic

action plan.

Lin highlighted semiconductors, AI, green energy and

drones as priority sectors, framing Taiwan and

Lithuania as democratic partners working to

strengthen resilient supply chains. [Facebook, in

Chinese] [Taiwan News]

The meeting comes amid a more fluid phase in China–

Lithuania relations. The bilateral dispute dates back to

2021, when Lithuania permitted the opening of a

“Taiwanese Representative Office” in Vilnius — a

departure from the internationally prevalent “Taipei

Representative Office” formulation used by countries

that do not formally recognize Taiwan as a state.

Beijing interpreted the use of “Taiwanese” as implying

sovereign status for Taiwan and a violation of the one-

China principle, prompting a downgrade in diplomatic

relations and the application of economic pressure.

While China signaled in early 2026 that it is open to

restoring dialogue if Lithuania takes “concrete actions”

to address the issue, Vilnius has also indicated interest

in stabilizing ties with Beijing. Against this backdrop,

Lin’s engagement underscores Taipei’s effort to

consolidate substantive cooperation with Lithuania

even as the latter navigates a cautious recalibration of

its China policy, highlighting the continued geopolitical

sensitivity of Taiwan-related representation in Europe.
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Taiwanese government protests Brazilian

envoy calling Taiwan part of China

(ak) Taiwan’s government is protesting remarks by

Brazil’s de facto envoy, Luís Cláudio Villafañe Gomes

Santos, who called Taiwan part of China in a recent

interview. He aligned Brazil with the official PRC stance.

[Taiwan News]

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) voiced strong

dissatisfaction, urging restraint under international

law.

Premier Cho Jung-tai said the Taiwanese Cabinet will

lodge formal protests to affirm Taiwan’s sovereignty, as

the two sides maintain separate governments. MOFA

left open further responses to safeguard bilateral ties,

reiterating Taiwan’s independence as an international

fact. [CNA, in Chinese] [Tapei Times]

Cambodia–Thailand border standoff

persists as economic pressure mounts on

Phnom Penh

(lm) Tensions between Southeast Asian neighbors

Thailand and Cambodia remain elevated, nearly ten

months after armed clashes along their disputed

border in 2025 led Bangkok to close all land border

crossings in late June of that year—a measure that has

since halted trade, travel, and cross-border economic

activity along the entire frontier. The dispute centers

on unresolved boundary demarcation issues in several

areas, including zones near the Preah Vihear Temple, a

long-contested border site.

Thailand has so far shown no indication of easing its

position. Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and

security agencies have stated that no reopening of

border checkpoints is under consideration,

emphasizing that national security concerns outweigh

economic costs. Amid reports of quiet local-level talks

aimed at persuading Thailand to relax restrictions at

Chanthaburi and Trat border crossings so relief

supplies could be sent from Thailand into Cambodia,

the Royal Thai Navy has flatly denied any plan to

reopen the frontier. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The prolonged closure is producing significant

economic effects, particularly for Cambodia. Border

areas have been hit hard because cross-border

movement—especially from Thailand—previously

drove key sectors such as casinos and retail trade, with

around 90 percent of casino customers arriving by land
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from Thailand. The shutdown has disrupted these

flows, contributing to economic strain. Thai

assessments indicate Cambodia could face acute

hardship within one to two months if conditions

persist. [The Nation 1]

Thai businesses operating in Cambodia are also

withdrawing or scaling back. Major Cineplex Group

sold its Cambodian operations in February for USD

5.14 million after revenues declined sharply amid

tensions and consumer boycotts. Other companies

have halted exports or postponed investments, with

some reporting exports to Cambodia falling to zero

since mid-2025. Official data shows Thailand’s border

trade with Cambodia dropped to zero in February,

while trade with other neighboring countries

continued [Bangkok Post 3]

At the same time, conditions along the border have

shown renewed signs of militarization. In Sa Kaeo

province, a Thai border province adjacent to

Cambodia, Cambodian forces have reinforced

positions in the Khok Sung district, including near Ban

Nong Chan, with the construction of trenches,

bunkers, and observation posts along the K5 road. Thai

forces have responded by increasing troop

deployments and patrols in nearby villages, including

Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo, to prevent

renewed encroachment following earlier

confrontations over contested areas.

The situation is further complicated by the continued

presence of landmines. Thai military demining units

operating under the Burapha Task Force reported the

discovery of seven additional PMN anti-personnel

mines in Ban Nong Chan during recent clearance

operations. Since November 2025, more than 58,000

square meters—around 58 percent of the suspected

hazardous area—have been cleared, with over 100

landmines and unexploded ordnance items identified

and neutralized. Significant portions of the area remain

classified as hazardous, underscoring ongoing risks to

both civilians and security forces. [Bangkok Post 4]

In the face of this growing asymmetry between the two

sides, Cambodia’s signaling has taken on a mixed and

at times contradictory character. Early last week, Prime

Minister Hun Manet publicly called on Thailand to

resume joint border demarcation work under the

December 2025 ceasefire framework, urging an early

restart of the Thai–Cambodian Joint Boundary

Commission (JBC)—a bilateral mechanism established

under a 2000 memorandum of understanding to

jointly survey and demarcate the border. He

emphasized the need to prioritize civilian areas and
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framed the move as necessary to stabilize border

communities and sustain the ceasefire. [The Nation 2]

In parallel, however, Cambodian authorities rejected

reports circulating in Thailand that Senate President

Hun Sen—the father of Hun Manet and Cambodia’s

long-time former leader—regretted releasing a leaked

phone call involving former Thai prime minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra or was seeking a rapid

normalization of relations. Officials also denied

requesting the reopening of border checkpoints for

cargo transport, maintaining that Thailand bears

responsibility for the closure. [The Nation 3]

In response, Thailand, while not rejecting negotiations

in principle, has insisted that talks must follow formal

procedures. Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak

Phuangketkeow stated that discussions cannot be

unilaterally initiated by Cambodia and require prior

internal coordination, including the formation of

Thailand’s JBC team. Thai officials have also expressed

concerns about Cambodia’s internal power structure,

noting that decision-making authority is still widely

seen as centered on Hun Sen rather than solely with

Prime Minister Hun Manet, complicating trust in policy

signals. [Bangkok Post 5]

In latest developments, Cambodia escalated diplomatic

pressure by issuing a formal protest accusing Thai

forces of violating Cambodian sovereignty through

construction of observation posts, bunkers, and road

infrastructure in disputed areas across multiple

provinces. Phnom Penh described these actions as

consolidating an “illegal occupation” and cited

violations of international commitments, including the

Charter of the United Nations and the ASEAN Charter.

[Asian News Network]

Thailand seeks Russian fertilizer imports

amid global supply pressures and

tightening markets

(lm) Against the backdrop of the ongoing Middle East

war—which has disrupted global energy markets and

driven up fertilizer input costs—Thailand is seeking to

secure fertilizer imports from Russia as tightening

global supply conditions raise concerns over potential

domestic shortages, with authorities warning that

current availability may fall short of demand in the

coming months.

During recent bilateral talks, Agriculture and

Cooperatives Minister Suriya Juangroongruangkit

engaged Russian officials, including Deputy Prime
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Minister Dmitry Patrushev and Deputy Agriculture

Minister Maxim Markovich, to secure a quota of 1–2

million tons of urea fertilizer annually at preferential

pricing. Russia, one of the world’s largest fertilizer

producers, maintains export restrictions, making

government-to-government arrangements necessary.

Thai officials reported “positive progress,” with Moscow

agreeing in principle to allocate the requested

volumes.

Global urea prices are currently estimated at around

USD 900–950 per ton, with risks of further increases if

instability in the Middle East persists. Russian fertilizer

prices are lower, at approximately USD 800–850 per to,

but logistical factors reduce the cost advantage.

Shipping times from Russia are significantly longer, at

40–60 days compared to 6–10 days from Middle

Eastern suppliers, while higher freight costs further

narrow the price differential. [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand’s outreach to Oman secures

limited Hormuz transit and crude supply

options

(lm) Thailand has stepped up diplomatic engagement

with Oman as disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz—a

critical maritime chokepoint through which a large

share of Thailand’s energy imports transit—continue to

affect shipping linked to the ongoing war involving

Iran, the United States, and Israel.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister

Sihasak Phuangketkeow conducted an official visit to

Muscat between April 15 and 17, seeking Omani

assistance in securing safe passage for Thai vessels

carrying oil, gas, and fertilizer, including ships awaiting

transit through the strait. During meetings with senior

Omani officials, including Deputy Prime Minister for

Defence Affairs Sayyid Shihab bin Tariq Al Said, Energy

Minister Salim bin Nasser bin Said Al Aufi, and Foreign

Minister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi, Thailand

requested coordination support, including potential

engagement with Tehran. [Bangkok Post 1]

Following these engagements, one of two vessels

belonging to a major Thai industrial conglomerate

successfully exited the Strait of Hormuz after

diplomatic coordination involving Thailand, Oman, and

Iran. Oman’s Ministry of Defence has subsequently

requested an updated list of Thai vessels awaiting

passage, with nine ships still pending transit. [Bangkok

Post 2]
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In parallel, Oman has offered to supply crude oil to

Thailand from surplus production capacity. The

proposal, discussed during the visit, would require

further negotiations on volumes, pricing, and delivery

timelines, with follow-up to be handled by Thailand’s

Ministry of Energy and PTT Plc, the state-controlled

energy company. [Bangkok Post 3]

At the highest political level, Haitham bin Tarik Al Said

received the Thai foreign minister and expressed

interest in undertaking an official visit to Thailand,

signaling momentum in bilateral relations. Discussions

during the visit also covered broader cooperation in

energy, including natural gas, fertilizers, and emerging

sectors such as green hydrogen, as well as logistics

opportunities linked to Omani ports outside the Strait

of Hormuz, such as Salalah. [Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok

Post 5]

Thailand steps up trade engagement with

Kenya

(lm) Thailand is intensifying efforts to expand trade ties

with Kenya, targeting one of Africa’s fastest-growing

markets through a mix of public–private engagement

and sector-specific promotion.

The initiative is being led by the Department of

International Trade Promotion (DITP), whose director-

general Sunanta Kangwalkulkit held talks with Kenyan

partners, including Kingsway Group and Konza

Technopolis, to expand imports of Thai goods and

services. Discussions focused in particular on food

products, as well as software and digital solutions.

As part of the push, DITP also brought 14 Thai digital

and software firms to Kenya for business-matching

sessions with local companies. Initial negotiations on

April 4 involved more than 70 Kenyan entrepreneurs

and generated potential deals worth over THB 165

million (USD 4.95 million), with further long-term

partnerships under consideration.

Officials highlighted Kenya’s role as Thailand’s fourth-

largest export market in Africa and pointed to

favorable investment conditions, including special

economic zones and regional trade frameworks. Thai

sectors identified as having strong growth potential in

Kenya include agriculture, information and

communication technology, pharmaceuticals, and food

packaging. [Bangkok Post]
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Talks between Timor-Leste  and Australia

advance on Greater Sunrise gas project

(ms) Timor-Leste Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão met

Australia’s special envoy Katrina Cooper on April 16 to

review progress in ongoing negotiations over the

Greater Sunrise gas project, a key pillar of the country’s

economic strategy.

Officials said discussions are in an advanced stage,

focusing on finalizing three core agreements: a

production sharing contract, a fiscal regime and a

petroleum mining code, the latter already completed.

Both sides described the talks as constructive, with

further negotiation rounds planned in June.

Greater Sunrise is a major offshore gas field located

about 140 kilometers south of Timor-Leste. Long

disputed between Timor-Leste and Australia, it is

considered one of the country’s most important

undeveloped energy resources and a potential driver

of long-term revenue and economic diversification.

The project involves a consortium including TIMOR

GAP, Woodside and Osaka Gas. A 2024 study

confirmed the feasibility of developing the gas fields

with a pipeline to Timor-Leste’s southern coast.

The government sees the project as central to national

development plans, particularly for boosting state

revenues, infrastructure development and economic

growth. [Government of Timor-Leste]

China and Vietnam relations deepen as Tô

Lâm’s first state visit delivers broad

strategic agreements

(hn) From April 14- 17, Vietnamese leader Tô Lâm

chose China for his first overseas trip after assuming

the presidency, reinforcing Vietnam’s traditional

strategy of maintaining close ties with Beijing while

balancing relations with the United States. Holding

both the presidency and Communist Party leadership

now gives Tô Lâm greater diplomatic authority,

allowing smoother high-level engagement with leaders

like Xi Jinping and Donald Trump. [Asiatimes]

Commitment to deeper strategic cooperation

During this visit, Vietnam and China issued a joint

statement reaffirming their commitment to deepen

the Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative Partnership

and strengthen a “shared future” relationship. Both
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sides agreed to expand cooperation across politics,

defense, security, trade, education, tourism, law

enforcement, and multilateral diplomacy while

maintaining regular high-level exchanges and

strengthening strategic trust.

Vietnam reiterated its “one China” policy, while both

countries pledged closer coordination on regional and

global issues, stronger people-to-people ties, and

peaceful management of maritime disputes in the East

Sea. The visit also resulted in multiple cooperation

agreements across various sectors, with both leaders

describing the trip as a major success that would

enhance regional peace, stability, and long-term

prosperity. [Vietnamnews1]

Expansion of bilateral agreements

In addition, the two countries signed 32 cooperation

agreements spanning diplomacy, railway development,

science and technology, trade, customs, justice, supply

chains, human resource development, media, and

local cooperation. Major agreements included support

for the feasibility study of the Lào Cai–Hà Nội–Hải

Phòng railway project, Chinese grant aid for the second

campus of the Vietnam University of Traditional

Medicine, and memoranda on joint scientific research

and digital technology cooperation.

The two sides also agreed to strengthen cooperation in

resolving cross-border civil and commercial disputes

and to establish a negotiation mechanism for cross-

border economic cooperation zones. According to

Vietnamese Foreign Minister Le Hoai Trung, the visit

was highly successful, laying an important foundation

for Vietnam’s future development and elevating

bilateral relations to a new level. Both governments

pledged to deepen economic connectivity and

accelerate key infrastructure projects, including

railways, highways, logistics systems, and smart border

gates, while enhancing cooperation in trade,

investment, and energy security. [Vnexpress, in

Vietnamese]

Railway infrastructure as a strategic priority

Railway cooperation emerged as one of the most

significant outcomes of the visit. China pledged to

support Vietnam’s railway infrastructure development

through financing, technology transfer, and workforce

training, while encouraging Chinese enterprises to

participate in railway projects in Vietnam. Both

countries identified railway development as a new

strategic priority, highlighted by agreements on the

feasibility study for the Lào Cai–Hà Nội–Hải Phòng

railway line and expanded collaboration in transport
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and logistics. President Xi Jinping emphasized the

importance of stronger infrastructure connectivity and

deeper political trust, while analysts noted that railway

development is becoming one of China’s clearest

strategic priorities in its partnership with Vietnam.

Broader cooperation in strategic sectors

Beyond infrastructure, the visit also produced

agreements in security, aviation, 5G, big data, clean

energy, and critical minerals, reflecting closer strategic

alignment and warming bilateral relations. The two

countries committed to strengthening law

enforcement cooperation to combat terrorism and

transnational crime, while expanding collaboration in

strategic industries. Overall, the visit signaled a

broadening of China  and Vietnam cooperation,

particularly in infrastructure and other strategic

sectors. However, analysts also noted that the long-

term significance of these agreements will ultimately

depend on the effectiveness of their implementation.

[Reuters] [Chinaglobalsouth]

Singapore and Vietnam deepen strategic

cooperation in finance, energy, and high-

tech development

(hn) During a phone conversation on April 16, Prime

Minister Lê Minh Hưng called on Singapore to support

Vietnam in building international financial centers and

expanding next-generation Vietnam and Singapore

Industrial Parks (VSIP) alongside greater high-

technology transfer.

In response, Singaporean Prime Minister Lawrence

Wong expressed his commitment to working closely

with Vietnam to deepen the Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership in a more substantive and effective

manner. He confirmed Singapore’s willingness to

implement agreed cooperation areas and announced

that the number of VSIP projects in Vietnam is

expected to increase to 30 by 2026, marking the 30th

anniversary of the initiative in the country.

The two leaders also agreed to strengthen cooperation

in several strategic areas, including human resource

development, carbon credit exchange, food security,

and energy security, while promoting regular high-level

meetings and launching a new dialogue mechanism

between the two ruling parties in 2026. In addition,

they discussed the possibility of signing an agreement

on cross-border low-carbon electricity trade, which

would create a legal basis for exporting offshore wind

power from Vietnam to Singapore.
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Amid global uncertainties, both sides emphasized

closer coordination within ASEAN and at APEC 2027,

while also expanding collaboration in defense-security,

digital infrastructure, AI development, and negotiations

on the Code of Conduct in the East Sea, reaffirming

their shared commitment to advancing bilateral ties

and regional stability. [Vietnamnews] [Vnexpress, in

Vietnamese]

Additionally, the Vietnam Trade Office in Singapore, in

partnership with the Singapore Manufacturing

Federation, held a Vietnam–Singapore business

networking event on April 17 that brought together

more than 200 representatives from regulatory

agencies and industry groups to strengthen bilateral

trade and investment links.

A key highlight was the launch of a Vietnamese online

agricultural wholesale platform in Singapore, designed

to connect Vietnamese producers directly with

importers and distributors, improve traceability,

stabilize supply, and reduce intermediary costs.

Both sides identified strong potential for cooperation

in sustainable sectors such as green energy, eco-

friendly packaging, and social-impact technology, while

Vietnamese firms presented projects in sustainable

agriculture, healthcare, and community-focused

innovation that attracted interest from investors and

strategic partners. [Vietnampictorial]

Vietnam requests China to ensure stable

aviation fuel supply amid Middle East

crisis

(hn) The Civil Aviation Authority of Vietnam has asked

Civil Aviation Administration of China to ensure a

stable and full supply of aviation fuel to Vietnamese

importers under existing contracts, as rising tensions

in the Middle East disrupt global oil supply chains and

threaten airline operations.

The CAAV warned that fuel shortages and prices near

USD 200 per barrel could raise airline operating costs

by around 40 percent, with fuel already making up 35–

40 percent of total expenses. It also urged Chinese

suppliers such as Sinopec, PetroChina, and China

National Offshore Oil Corporation to continue

deliveries to help maintain stable flights between the

two countries.

Meanwhile, Vietnam’s Ministry of Construction has

directed the CAAV and related aviation units to prepare

short- and medium-term contingency plans to manage
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possible fuel price spikes or supply disruptions while

ensuring safe and efficient flight operations.

[Vietnamnews] [Nhandan]

Vietnam seeks stronger United States

investment in energy and telecom sectors

(hn) Vietnamese Prime Minister Lê Minh Hưng pledged

to create more favorable conditions for United States

businesses during a reception in Hanoi for a delegation

of 52 major U.S. companies, encouraging greater

American investment in Vietnam’s energy and

telecommunications sectors. He emphasized that

Vietnam is improving its business climate through

institutional reforms, streamlined administrative

procedures, and reduced regulatory barriers, while

committing government agencies to quickly address

business concerns and facilitate investment projects.

The prime minister highlighted Vietnam’s support for

U.S. investment in energy to strengthen national

energy security and welcomed greater cooperation in

telecommunications, including 5G infrastructure,

submarine fiber-optic cables, technology transfer, and

research partnerships, noting that SpaceX’s Starlink

was recently licensed to operate in Vietnam. He also

encouraged U.S. firms to deepen collaboration with

Vietnamese partners and help integrate Vietnam

further into global value chains.

Reaffirming that the United States is one of Vietnam’s

most important partners, Hưng said Vietnam aims to

strengthen the Vietnam–United States Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership in a stable and sustainable way.

He urged American businesses to support a fair and

balanced trade relationship, back Vietnam’s hosting of

APEC 2027, and advocate for the U.S. to recognize

Vietnam as a market economy and ease export

restrictions. The meeting underscored Vietnam’s

broader strategy of attracting high-quality foreign

investment while shifting toward growth driven by

technology, innovation, and digital transformation.

[Tuoitrenews] [Thesaigontimes]

Norway and Vietnam deepen green and

trade cooperation through strategic

partnership and FTA talks

(hn) On April 17, Vietnam and Norway have signed a

Memorandum of Understanding on a Green Strategic
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Partnership to strengthen long-term cooperation in

green development and the ocean economy.

The agreement focuses on priority areas such as

climate and environment, circular economy,

sustainable forestry, aquaculture, fisheries, green

maritime solutions, and sustainable ocean

management, aiming to support both countries’ net-

zero emissions goals by 2050. Officials from both sides

emphasized that the partnership will promote

innovation, improve policy frameworks, encourage

business collaboration, and deliver practical solutions

for sustainable economic growth while protecting the

environment.

The MoU also marks a significant milestone in bilateral

relations, opening new opportunities for public-private

cooperation and reinforcing the shared commitment

of Vietnam and Norway to green transition and climate

resilience. [Vietnamnews]

Additionally, both sides also reaffirmed their

commitment to accelerating negotiations for the

Vietnam–EFTA Free Trade Agreement (FTA) while

expanding cooperation in marine economy, renewable

energy, labor standards, and sustainable development.

During a meeting between Vietnamese Deputy

Minister Cao Huy and Norwegian State Secretary

Ragnhild Systad, both sides expressed hope that the

FTA negotiations could be completed soon, although

some issues particularly those related to trade and

sustainable development—still require further

discussion.

The two countries highlighted strong cooperation

potential in areas such as ocean economy, renewable

energy, environmental protection, and sustainable

growth, building on 55 years of diplomatic relations.

Vietnam confirmed that it is working closely with

relevant ministries to resolve remaining negotiation

issues, while Norway emphasized the importance of

continued dialogue to narrow differences and move

toward signing the agreement.

In the negotiations, Vietnam is also focusing on

commitments related to labor rights and sustainable

development, including improving workplace safety,

promoting equality in the labor market, and aligning

labor standards with International Labor Organization

principles. Norway also pointed to recent progress in

bilateral cooperation, including a newly signed green

strategic partnership agreement promoting

collaboration in the circular economy and marine

economy.
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Both sides agreed to deepen cooperation and

exchange experience in sustainable development

sectors, with Norway expressing interest in expanding

seafood exports such as salmon to Vietnam once the

FTA is finalized. The meeting reflected a shared

commitment to strengthening economic ties and

making the Vietnam-Norway partnership more

practical and effective in the years ahead. [Dantri, in

Vietnamese]

Turkey and Vietnam seek deeper

economic and strategic cooperation

(hn) During a working visit to Turkey from April 15 to

17, Trần Thanh Mẫn met with Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdoğan in Istanbul on the sidelines of the

152nd Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

During the talks, President Erdoğan reaffirmed

Türkiye’s commitment to strengthening ties with

Vietnam and expressed a desire to elevate bilateral

relations to a higher level. Both leaders agreed on the

need to deepen political trust, strengthen cooperation

mechanisms such as the joint committee framework,

and expand collaboration in trade, investment,

tourism, and people-to-people exchanges.

The two sides emphasized the importance of

leveraging favorable conditions including direct flights

and e-visa policies to facilitate travel and business

connections, while identifying economic cooperation

as a central pillar of the relationship. They set a target

of increasing bilateral trade to USD 4 billion and

encouraged Turkish businesses to expand investment

in Vietnam, recognizing the strong potential for

broader economic cooperation. [Tuoitrenews]

[Vietnamnet]

Outstandingly, on April 16, during his working visit to

Turkey, Trần Thanh Mẫn attended a policy dialogue

aimed at strengthening cooperation between Vietnam

and Turkey across multiple sectors. Both sides

emphasized that, amid growing global uncertainty,

closer international cooperation is essential, and that

Vietnam and Türkiye both fast-growing economies in

their regions have significant untapped potential to

deepen bilateral ties not only economically but also

strategically and politically.

At the event, Chairman Mẫn called for stronger

political trust, more high-level exchanges, and deeper

cooperation in key sectors such as manufacturing,

textiles, agriculture, tourism, renewable energy,

logistics, digital transformation, and the green

economy. He underlined the importance of improving
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transport connectivity and supply chains between the

two regions, while reaffirming the commitment of

Vietnam’s National Assembly to improve legal

frameworks and support investors.

The dialogue concluded with both Vietnamese and

Turkish businesses discussing opportunities in trade,

investment, innovation, and sustainable development,

with leaders from both countries expressing

confidence that stronger institutional support and

business collaboration will lead to a new phase of

more effective and substantive partnership, benefiting

economic growth and regional stability. [Vietnamnews]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

22 April 2026 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Powering Maritime Dominance: A

Conversation with ADM William Houston,

USN

This webcast features Admiral William J. Houston in a

Maritime Security Dialogue discussion on the state of

the U.S. nuclear-powered fleet and industrial base

requirements for both U.S. and AUKUS needs. It will

address strategic, technological, and policy challenges

shaping the future of U.S. maritime forces. For more

information and registration, please see [CSIS].

22 April 2026 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA
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Cognitive Warfare, AI, and Security:

Insights from East Asia

This event challenges conventional understandings of

cognitive warfare by presenting a deeper, operational

perspective based on decades of classified research,

highlighting why focusing solely on disinformation and

AI-generated content is insufficient. It examines the

strategic implications for U.S. and East Asian security,

including how AI-enabled approaches can integrate

cognitive and kinetic operations to achieve coherent,

high-impact outcomes. For more information and

registration, visit [Stimson Center].

22 April 2026 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, United Kingdom

The not‑so‑special relationship? Can UK–

US relations survive Trump 2.0?

This event explores the future of UK–US relations amid

a shifting geopolitical landscape and a more

transactional American approach under Trump 2.0,

drawing on insights from the House of Lords

International Relations and Defence Committee. It

explores the implications for British foreign, defense,

and economic policy, as well as the broader rules-

based order, while assessing how both countries can

adapt to an increasingly volatile strategic environment.

For more information and registration, visit [Chatham

House].

23 April 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Iran War and its Impact on Southeast

Asia’s Food Security

This event examines how the US–Israel attacks in Iran

and resulting disruptions to Gulf oil, gas, and fertilizer

flows are reshaping global markets and heightening

food security risks across Southeast Asia. It brings

together experts and practitioners to assess impacts

on supply chains, ASEAN policy responses, and to offer

recommendations for managing short-term shocks

while strengthening long-term resilience in trade,

inputs, and sustainable agriculture.

For more information and registration, visit [ISEAS].
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23 March 2026 @ 4:00-5:15 p.m. (GMT-5), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

The Future of Climate-Health Policy:

Lessons from the U.S. Experience

This event explores the growing climate-health nexus

in the United States, highlighting how climate change is

intensifying public health risks, disproportionately

affecting vulnerable populations, and placing

additional strain on a healthcare system that is itself a

major source of emissions. It marks the launch of a

new report reviewing past policy efforts and recent

rollbacks, while offering forward-looking

recommendations to strengthen climate-health

resilience in the U.S. and provide lessons for global

action. For more information and registration, please

see [Carnegie].

27 April 2026 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, United Kingdom

Justice for Ukraine: Supporting survivors

of war crimes and building international

solidarity

This event examines the immense challenges of

delivering justice in Ukraine four years after Russia’s

full-scale invasion, as more than 200,000 documented

atrocities strain legal systems and raise urgent

questions about accountability, enforcement, and

victim-centred approaches. It explores how a

comprehensive transitional justice framework—

combining prosecutions, reparations, truth-seeking,

and institutional reform—can prioritize cases

effectively while shaping broader international

engagement and long-term pathways to resolution. For

more information and registration, visit [Chatham

House].

27 April 2026 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Engineering the Mekong: How Upstream

Dams are Reshaping Cambodia’s Flooded

Forest

This event presents new findings on how upstream

hydropower operations are altering Mekong River

flows, driving significant ecological degradation in

Cambodia’s Stung Treng Ramsar Site, including
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substantial loss of flooded forest and habitat. It

explores the wider implications for transboundary

water governance, data transparency, and regional

geopolitics, while discussing policy options to balance

ecosystem protection with energy security. For more

information and registration, visit [Stimson Center].

27 April 2026 @ 2:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic Council,

USA

The future of Iraq-Syria relations

This webcast addresses U.S. policy toward Iraq and

Syria amid evolving regional dynamics, persistent

security challenges, and ongoing economic and

institutional fragility in both countries. It examines the

prospects for improved Iraq–Syria relations, the

barriers to deeper cooperation, and the role of the

United States and its partners in advancing regional

stability, diplomacy, and economic connectivity. For

more information and registration, visit [Atlantic

Council].

28 April 2026 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Implications of the War in Iran for Climate

Security

This event examines how the intersection of climate

change and escalating conflict in the Middle East and

North Africa is intensifying insecurity, placing growing

strain on food systems, water resources, energy

infrastructure, and vulnerable communities across the

region. It brings together experts to assess the human

security implications of these overlapping crises,

including displacement, resource scarcity, and broader

societal impacts in already fragile environments. For

more information and registration, visit [Stimson

Center].

28 April 2026 @ 10:15 a.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic Council,

USA

Belgium’s defense minister on the future

of transatlantic security relations

This webcast features a discussion with Belgium’s

Minister of Defense Theo Francken on the evolving
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transatlantic security landscape, as European allies

reassess their defense posture amid Russia’s war

against Ukraine and growing uncertainty over U.S.

leadership. It explores Belgium’s priorities in

strengthening defense cooperation and advancing

Europe’s defense industrial capacity within the broader

NATO and transatlantic framework. For more

information and registration, visit [Atlantic Council].

28 April 2026 @ 3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic Council,

USA

Reporters at risk: What the future holds

for the press in Venezuela after Maduro

This webcast examines the escalating dangers faced by

journalists in Venezuela, where years of repression,

media closures, and intimidation have created a highly

restrictive environment for independent reporting and

placed journalists at constant risk of retaliation . It

brings together reporters to discuss the threats under

Nicolás Maduro’s rule, the resilience of the press, and

the future of journalism in an increasingly constrained

political landscape. For more information and

registration, visit [Atlantic Council].

Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Eyck Freymann, Defending Taiwan: A Strategy to

Prevent War with China, Oxford University Press, 432

pages, published Apri; 15, 2026. For a review, see

[China Books Review].

Fyodor Tertitskiy, Pyongyang on the Brink: Sixteen

Crises That Shaped North Korea, Hurst, 200 pages, to

be released June 1, 2026. For a review, see [Asian

Review of Books]

Cristóbal Bywaters, Chile’s Struggles for

International Status and Domestic Legitimacy,

Routledge, 244 pages, published October 15, 2025. For

a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Jake Subryan Richards, The Bonds of Freedom:

Liberated Africans and the End of the Slave Trade,

Yale University Press, 336 pages, published September

2, 2025. For a review, see [LSE].

Giles Merritt, Timebomb: When Ageing Explodes,

Policy Press, 296 pages, published May 27, 2025. For a

review, see [Foreign Affairs].
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Calls

The Global Studies Research Network invites paper

proposals for its Twentieth Global Studies

Conference “The Social Question Revisited:

Inequality, Ideology, and Interdependence,” to be

held on July 15-17, 2027, at Sorbonne University, Paris,

France, and online. The manuscript submission

deadline is June 15, 2027. For more information, see

[Global Studies Research Network].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)

invites paper proposals for the conference “New

Technologies and International Legal

Accountability,” to be held on October 22-23, 2026. 

The manuscript submission deadline is April 15, 2026.

For more information, see [ESIL].

The Empowering Network for International Thai

Studies at Chulalongkorn University invites full

paper submission for the 2026 Chulalongkorn Asian

Heritage Forum, to be held on November 6, 2026. The

submission deadline is June 30, 2026. For more

information, see [Chulalongkorn University].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Monitoring and Evaluation Analyst

(Nepal). The deadline for application submission is

April 22, 2026. For more information, see [UNDP].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Project Management Specialist (Sri Lanka). The

deadline for application submission is April 22, 2026.

For more information, see [FAO].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a

Regional Director – Arab States. The deadline for

application submission is May 21, 2026. For more

information, see [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks

Deputy Director of Programs (Port-au-Prince, Haiti).

Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis, until the

position is filled. For more information, see [ICR].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Chief of Branch – Programme

(Nairobi). The deadline for application submission is

April 24, 2026. For more information, see [UN].
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The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and

Development (OECD) seeks a Deputy Director –

Directorate for Legal Affairs (Paris). The deadline for

application submission is May 3, 2026. For more

information, see [OECD].

The European Council for Nuclear Research (CERN)

seeks a Legal Adviser (Geneva, Switzerland). The

deadline for application submission is April 28, 2026.

For more information, see [CERN].

The European Union Agency for Fundamental

Rights (FRA) seeks a Legal and Policy Officer –

International Human Rights Law. The deadline for

application submission is April 28, 2026. For more

information, see [FRA].

The European Defence Agency (EDA) seeks an

Industrial Security and Security Policy Officer. The

deadline for application submission is April 28, 2026.

For more information, see [EDA].

Thyssen Krupp Steele Europe seeks a Head –

Climate and Circular Economy Policy (Brussels).

Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis, until the

position is filled. For more information, see [Thyssen

Krupp].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: contact@cpg-online.de.

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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