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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s AiR issue updating you on the
latest events, developments and trends in domestic
politics, international relations and geopolitics in East
Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, | extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Sierra Leone’s
and Togo's Independence Day, The Marshall Islands'’
Constitution Day, The Netherlands’ King's Day, South
Africa’s Freedom Day, and Poland's Constitution Day
this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Expanding legal toolkit forces
companies into cross-border compliance
dilemma

(ms) In spring 2026, China's leadership enacted two
regulatory measures within weeks that, in
combination, mark a new phase in Beijing’'s economic
self-assertion. On March 31, 2026, Premier Li Qiang
issued the State Council regulation on safeguarding
industrial and supply chain security (Decree No. 834).
Days later, on April 7, a second regulation followed,
targeting what Beijing defines as improper
extraterritorial jurisdiction by foreign states (Decree
No. 835). Both measures were adopted at the 81st and
82nd executive meetings of the State Council and took
immediate effect. Their significance becomes clear only
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when read together and in the broader economic and
geopolitical context in which they were introduced.

China has been operating in a structural tension for
years. On one hand, as the world’s largest exporter of
goods, it is deeply embedded in global supply chains
and derives substantial economic benefits from this
position, with a trade surplus reaching a record USD
1.2 trillion in 2025. On the other hand, Chinese firms
and state actors are increasingly exposed to Western
export controls, sanctions regimes, and reshoring
initiatives aimed at reducing dependence on China.
The United States has imposed restrictions on
semiconductors and manufacturing equipment, the
European Union is investigating Chinese subsidy
practices, and multiple industrial economies are
actively promoting alternative supply chains. Beijing
views these developments as a coordinated effort to
weaken its economic position and is responding with a
legal counter-framework.

The supply chain security regulation is structurally
broad. It mandates coordination across multiple State
Council ministries, including foreign affairs, the
National Development and Reform Commission, the
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, the
Ministry of Commerce, and customs authorities.
“Critical sectors” are defined through dynamically
adjustable lists, giving regulators significant discretion.
The state is empowered to establish early-warning
systems, build physical and capacity reserves, and, in
emergencies, coordinate and redirect production,
transport, and supply flows.

The provisions most relevant for international
companies are contained in Articles 13 to 16. Article 13
subjects all activities related to collecting information
on Chinese supply chains to prior approval, explicitly
covering foreign organizations and individuals
operating within China. This potentially places
sustainability audits, supply chain transparency
assessments, and forced labor compliance checks—
required under frameworks such as the EU Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive—into a legal gray
zone. The European Chamber of Commerce in China
has noted that the wording is broad enough for even
legitimate commercial decisions to be interpreted as
threats to supply chain security.

Articles 14 and 15 establish the basis for
countermeasures. If a foreign state, region, or
international organization adopts actions deemed
discriminatory or harmful to China’s supply chain
security, State Council departments are authorized to
initiate investigations and impose measures. These can
include import and export restrictions, additional



tariffs, and the inclusion of entities and individuals on
countermeasure lists. Crucially, liability extends
beyond legal entities to individuals, including
executives involved in relevant decisions.

The second regulation—on countering improper
extraterritorial jurisdiction—complements this
framework from a legal perspective. While the supply
chain regulation focuses on economic protection, this
measure addresses conflicts between overlapping legal
systems that claim authority over the same activities.

The underlying issue is not new. US sanctions laws,
European data regulations, and export control regimes
frequently assert extraterritorial reach, regulating the
conduct of companies and individuals beyond their
own territory. A Chinese firm engaging in transactions
with Iran, for example, may simultaneously be
compliant with Chinese law while violating US
secondary sanctions. Until now, China lacked a
coherent legal instrument to manage this conflict. The
new regulation fills that gap.

The mechanism operates in stages. The legal affairs
body of the State Council assesses whether a foreign
measure constitutes improper extraterritorial
jurisdiction, based on four criteria: consistency with
international law and norms, the existence of a
sufficient jurisdictional nexus, the impact on China’s
sovereignty, security, or development interests, and
other relevant factors. If such a determination is made,
authorities may issue a public notice, after which no
organization or individual in China is permitted to
comply with or assist in implementing the foreign
measure.

Article 8 outlines countermeasures against foreign
entities and individuals listed on a newly established
“Malicious Entity List.” Measures range from visa
denials and entry bans to account freezes, asset
seizures, restrictions on transactions with Chinese
partners, and financial penalties. Article 14 introduces
a civil litigation mechanism, allowing Chinese citizens
and organizations to seek damages in Chinese courts if
they suffer losses due to compliance with foreign
extraterritorial measures.

Both regulations build on an existing but previously
fragmented legal framework. The Unreliable Entity List
(2020) enables the designation of foreign firms
deemed threats to national security. The Blocking
Rules (2021) allow Chinese companies to refuse
compliance with foreign sanctions considered
unjustified. The Anti-Sanctions Law (2021) elevated
countermeasures to formal legislation, including visa
bans and asset freezes, and its implementation



framework was expanded in March 2025 to include
data transfer restrictions and exit bans. The 2026
regulations consolidate these instruments into a more
coherent, institutionalized system with defined
procedures and enforcement mechanisms.

The immediate triggers for these measures have been
explicitly referenced in Chinese state-linked media.
One example cited is a warning by US Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent that Chinese banks could face
US sanctions for transactions linked to Iran. From
Beijing's perspective, such cases illustrate how Chinese
firms can become collateral damage in geopolitical
conflicts through the extraterritorial application of
foreign law. Another example is CK Hutchison
Holdings, whose subsidiary operated ports in the
Panama Canal for nearly three decades before assets
were seized by the Panamanian government in
February 2026 following US pressure. The new
regulations are intended to enable a more systematic
legal response to such cases.

For multinational companies, the implications are
structural. Firms may face situations where compliance
with US or EU law simultaneously creates enforcement
risk in China, and vice versa. The broad and flexible
language of the regulations is not accidental but
provides authorities with wide discretion in defining
what constitutes a threat. According to the European
Chamber of Commerce, this could extend to routine
commercial decisions without explicit political intent.

Supply chain data is a particularly sensitive area.
Western companies are often required to conduct due
diligence on environmental, social, and human rights
risks. Such audits conducted in China may now fall
under Article 13 and be classified as unauthorized data
collection. This creates a regulatory dilemma: failing to
conduct due diligence risks violating home-country
laws, while conducting it may trigger sanctions in
China.

Personal liability is also a key dimension. Both
regulations explicitly allow countermeasures against
individuals involved in the formulation or execution of
actions deemed improper. For corporate executives
with exposure to China, this introduces a new category
of personal risk.

It would be incomplete to interpret these measures as
purely defensive. While they respond to external
pressure, they also provide offensive capabilities. The
ability to designate foreign firms and individuals,
restrict data flows, or block transactions creates
leverage in bilateral negotiations. The introduction of



civil litigation pathways for Chinese entities adds a new
legal front that did not previously exist.

In this sense, the regulations reflect a broader strategic
shift. In a global environment where economic
interdependence is increasingly used as a geopolitical
tool, China is moving from a rule-taking position
toward actively shaping the legal framework governing
international economic relations. The effectiveness of
this approach will depend on how foreign
governments and companies respond, and whether
upcoming high-level engagements can establish at
least partial alignment in managing cross-border legal
conflicts. [Bloomberg]

China: Tibetan Buddhist oversight
advances ethnic assimilation framework

(ms) China is moving to tighten political control over
Tibetan Buddhism as Beijing begins translating its new
ethnic unity law into concrete governance practice. Li
Ganjie, head of the Communist Party's United Front
Work Department, used an inspection tour of Tibetan
areas in Gansu and Sichuan to call for stronger
“education, training and management” of Tibetan
Buddhist personnel and for religious figures to
safeguard national unity and ethnic solidarity.

The remarks are not an isolated religious-policy signal.
They follow the March passage of China's Law on
Promoting Ethnic Unity and Progress, which takes
effect on July 1 and gives legal force to a broader shift
from minority autonomy toward state-led integration.
The law prioritizes Mandarin in education and official
functions, promotes a shared Chinese national identity
and links ethnic affairs more directly to national
security and anti-separatism. [see AiR No. 11,
March/2026, 3]

For Tibetan Buddhism, the practical consequence is
deeper party supervision over monasteries, clerical
education and religious authority. Li's tour included
monasteries, a Buddhist college and Tibetology
institutions, where he emphasized “law-based”
management and the adaptation of Tibetan Buddhism
to socialist society.

The broader pattern is coercive assimilation through
legal normalization. Beijing presents the policy as unity
and modernization, but critics argue it weakens
minority language rights, narrows religious autonomy
and subordinates Tibetan identity to a state-defined
Chinese national framework. [South China Morning
Post] [Tibetan Review] [Xinhua]
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China: Capital market opening meets
tighter debt controls

(ms) China is currently pursuing a dual-track financial
policy that combines incremental capital market
liberalization with tighter domestic risk controls. The
approach reflects a broader effort to attract foreign
capital while containing systemic leverage within the
domestic economy.

On the external side, regulators have taken steps to
improve market accessibility. The China Securities
Regulatory Commission has allowed foreign
institutional investors to trade government bond
futures, providing a key hedging tool for managing
interest rate risk and supporting broader participation
in CNY-denominated assets. At the same time, demand
for sovereign debt remains strong. The Ministry of
Finance recently issued CNY 85 billion (USD 12.5
billion) in 30-year special bonds at a yield of 2.20
percent, with a bid-to-cover ratio of 3.58. The issuance
is part of a CNY 1.3 trillion (USD 180 billion) quota for
ultra-long special bonds aimed at funding
infrastructure and consumption support measures
outside the official fiscal deficit.

In parallel, authorities are tightening oversight of
external borrowing by domestic firms. Approval times
for offshore bonds with maturities longer than one
year have extended to four to six months, and in some
cases up to nine months, roughly double the timeline
seen a year ago. The stricter review process requires
more detailed disclosures on repayment capacity and
use of proceeds.

This shift is occurring against a backdrop of significant
refinancing pressure. Chinese companies face around
USD 100 billion in offshore bond maturities in 2026. In
response, issuers are increasingly turning to short-
term offshore bonds with maturities under 12 months,
which fall outside the approval framework. At least
USD 2.3 billion has been raised through such
instruments so far this year, marking a record pace.
While this provides temporary liquidity, it compresses
refinancing cycles and increases rollover risk.

Fiscal policy is evolving in parallel. Government
spending declined 2.5 percent year-on-year in March,
while revenue rose 3.4 percent, resulting in a deficit of
over CNY 1.5 trillion (USD 230 billion). The pullback
reflects stronger-than-expected growth at the start of
the year and reduced urgency for additional stimulus,
as well as rising concerns over debt levels and
constrained fiscal space. Policymakers have signaled a



preference to optimize existing measures rather than
expand new spending, particularly as external risks
linked to energy markets and global demand remain
uncertain.

The People’s Bank of China has reinforced the policy
direction by emphasizing financial discipline and
warning against “involution,” defined as excessive
competition that erodes profitability without
generating broader economic value. Regulatory focus
remains on local government financing vehicles and
smaller financial institutions, both of which have
accumulated significant off-balance-sheet liabilities.

Taken together, the policy mix reflects a consistent
macro pattern. External liberalization is being used to
stabilize capital inflows and enhance the global role of
the CNY, while domestic measures aim to contain
leverage and reduce financial vulnerabilities. Fiscal
restraint adds a third dimension, indicating a shift
toward policy selectivity rather than broad-based
stimulus. The trade-off lies in the transition: tighter
controls on refinancing and spending coincide with
elevated maturity walls, increasing the risk of localized
stress among weaker borrowers. [Bloomberg 1]
[Bloomberg 2] [Bloomberg 3] [Bloomberg 4]
[Bloomberg 5]

China blocks Meta Al acquisition over tech
transfer concerns

(ms) China has blocked Meta Platforms’s planned USD
2 billion acquisition of Al startup Manus, ordering the
deal to be unwound despite it being largely completed.
The decision was issued by the National Development
and Reform Commission (NDRC), according to a brief
statement.

The acquisition, announced in December, had drawn
scrutiny in Beijing over potential technology transfer to
the United States. Authorities launched a review into
possible violations related to foreign investment and
the export of sensitive technologies.

The deal had initially been seen as a model for Chinese
startups seeking global expansion. However, criticism
grew domestically over the loss of advanced Al
capabilities to a geopolitical competitor.

Following the decision, China has increased oversight
of key Al firms and cross-border transactions in the
sector. The move reflects tighter regulatory control
over strategic technologies, particularly in artificial
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intelligence, where competition with the US remains a
central concern. [Bloomberg] [Global Times]

China: New Navy video hints next aircraft
carrier could be nuclear

(ms) A video released by China’s navy has triggered
speculation that the country’s next aircraft carrier
could be nuclear-powered. The film, published to mark
the 77th anniversary of the People’s Liberation Army
Navy, highlights China’s transition toward a “blue-
water” force.

The video features officers named after China’s three
existing carriers — Liaoning, Shandong, and Fujian —
and introduces a fourth character named “He Jian.”
Analysts noted the name resembles the Chinese words
for “nuclear” and “ship,” prompting speculation about
the propulsion system of a future carrier.

China has not officially confirmed plans for a nuclear-
powered vessel, but satellite imagery has previously
indicated that a large warship is under construction
[NDTV] [South China Morning Post]

Japan: Public protests erupt over
government’s shift to allow lethal arms
exports

(Ir) Public opposition is mounting in Japan following the
government's decision to ease long-standing
restrictions on exporting lethal weapons, with
protesters in Tokyo warning that the move undermines
the country's post-war pacifist identity.

Dozens of demonstrators gathered in the Shinjuku
district, holding signs rejecting arms exports and
chanting against government unilateralism. Critics
argue the policy marks a fundamental departure from
Japan'’s constitutional commitment to renouncing war,
a principle widely regarded as central to its post-1945
national identity.

The policy change, approved by Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi's government, allows Japan to export lethal
weapons to countries that commit to using them in
line with the UN Charter. It expands beyond previous
limits that confined exports to non-lethal or support
equipment such as surveillance, transport, and
minesweeping systems (see AR No. 16, April/2026, 3).
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While the government defends the move as a step
toward deeper integration into global defense supply
chains and a response to rising regional security
challenges involving China, North Korea, and Russia,
domestic unease remains significant. A recent public
survey indicated roughly half of respondents oppose
the shift. [South China Morning Post] [Japan Today]

Japan: Trade deficit extends to fifth
consecutive year

(dql) Japan recorded a trade deficit of JPY 1.71 trillion
(USD 10.7 billion) in fiscal 2025, marking a fifth
consecutive year in the red, although the shortfall
narrowed sharply from the previous year as export
growth outpaced imports. [Japan Today]

Exports rose 4.0 percent to JPY 113.24 trillion (USD 707
billion), driven by strong demand for semiconductors
and electronics, while imports edged up 0.5 percent to
JPY 114.96 trillion (USD 718 billion), reflecting higher
prices for energy and nonferrous metals. Despite the
improvement, the trade balance remains structurally
negative.

The deficit with the United States fell 22.1 percent to
JPY 7.0 trillion (USD 43.8 billion), even as exports to the
U.S. declined 6.6 percent for the first time in five years.
Motor vehicles were the main drag, with car exports
falling 16.0 percent amid higher tariffs introduced in
2025, though duties were later reduced under a
bilateral agreement. However, tariffs remain
significantly above pre-2025 levels, continuing to weigh
on the sector.

While March data showed a monthly trade surplus of
JPY 667 billion (USD 4.2 billion), analysts caution that
this reflects short-term fluctuations rather than a
sustained recovery. Imports of crude oil rose 2.4
percent by volume, and energy flows remain sensitive
to geopolitical disruption.

Economists warn that the ongoing Middle East conflict
could further strain Japan's external balance by
pushing up import costs and disrupting shipping
routes such as the Strait of Hormuz. If crude oil prices
average around USD 100 per barrel, Japan's fiscal 2026
trade deficit could widen significantly, with projections
ranging from JOY 10 trillion (USD 62.5 billion) to JPY 15
trillion (USD 93.7 billion). [Kyodo News] [Grand
Pinnacle Tribune]
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Japan: Unemployment rate edges up as
labor market tightens amid persistent job
mobility

(dgl) Japan’'s unemployment rate rose to 2.6 percentin
fiscal 2025, marking its first deterioration in five years,
even as the country’s labor market remains historically
tight and employment reaches record levels.

The modest rise in joblessness was driven not by mass
layoffs but by increased labor force participation, as
more individuals who had previously been outside the
workforce began actively seeking employment. Total
unemployment increased to 1.80 million, while overall
employment climbed to a record 68.29 million, with
female employment also reaching an all-time high of
31.28 million.

Labor market dynamics indicate strong voluntary
mobility rather than distress-driven unemployment. A
rising number of workers left jobs in search of better
conditions, reflecting improved bargaining power amid
structural labor shortages. Officials noted that it has
become easier for workers to move between jobs,
reinforcing wages and conditions competition across
sectors.

However, labor demand is showing signs of
moderation. The job-to-applicant ratio declined for a
third consecutive year to 1.20, signaling a gradual
easing in hiring momentum. Declines in new job
openings were recorded across key sectors including
information and communications, retail, and
hospitality.

While broader employment conditions remain stable,
concerns are emerging in parts of manufacturing
linked to external uncertainty, including geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East, though no immediate
labor shock has been observed. [Kyodo News] [The
Mainichi]

Japan: Government expands emergency
oil release amid Hormuz uncertainty

(dgl) Japan is intensifying efforts to shield its energy
supply from Middle East instability, announcing a
second emergency release of strategic oil reserves
starting May 1.

The additional drawdown—equivalent to roughly 20
days of domestic demand and valued at about USD 3.4
billion—follows an earlier release of around 50 days’
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supply initiated in mid-March after U.S.-Israeli strikes
on Iran heightened regional tensions (see AiR No. 11,
March/2026, 3).

The government will distribute the reserves from
national storage facilities to major domestic refiners in
an effort to stabilize supply and dampen price
volatility. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Lower house approves intelligence
coordination bill to centralize national
security apparatus

(dqgl) The House of Representatives has passed
legislation to establish a national intelligence
coordination committee, marking a significant step
toward consolidating the country’s fragmented
information-gathering system amid growing concerns
over espionage, cyber threats, and foreign
interference. [Nippo.com]

The bill, backed by the ruling coalition of the
conservative Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the
center-right Japan Innovation Party (JIP) and several
opposition parties, is expected to clear the House of
Councillors and be enacted before the current Diet
session ends in mid-July. It forms part of Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi's broader national security
agenda, which prioritizes tighter coordination of
intelligence functions in response to increasingly
complex external threats. Further measures under
consideration reportedly include anti-espionage
legislation and the creation of a dedicated foreign
intelligence agency.

The new committee will be chaired by the prime
minister and include key Cabinet members,
centralizing intelligence drawn from agencies such as
the police, foreign ministry, and defense ministry. Its
secretariat will be tasked with coordinating and
integrating data across government bodies, with
authority to request information sharing.

The government argues the reform is necessary to
improve the speed and quality of national security
decision-making in an increasingly unstable
international environment, including risks linked to
disinformation and hybrid threats.

Support for the bill was secured following the adoption
of a supplementary resolution addressing privacy
concerns, including assurances that political activities
and individual data would not be used to advantage or
disadvantage specific parties. Opposition lawmakers
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had raised concerns over political neutrality and
potential surveillance risks. [Kyodo News] [NHK] [The
Mainichi]

Japan: Okinawa governor’s re-election bid
highlights persistent resistance to U.S.
base relocation plan

(Ir) Opposition to the relocation of the U.S. Marine
Corps' Futenma Air Station remains firmly entrenched
in Okinawa prefecture, as Governor Denny Tamaki has
pledged to run for a third term in September on a
platform rejecting the plan and warning against the
base becoming a permanent fixture in the prefecture.

Tamaki, who has consistently opposed the central
government's relocation scheme, argues that moving
the base from densely populated Ginowan to the
coastal area of Henoko in Nago would not significantly
reduce risks or burdens on local communities. He said
the issue is likely to be a central dividing line in the
upcoming 13 September gubernatorial election.

He will face former Naha deputy mayor Genta Koja,
who supports the relocation in line with Tokyo's policy.
The contest is expected to highlight the deep divide
between Okinawa'’s local leadership and Japan’s central
government over the future of U.S. military basing.

Okinawa hosts the majority of U.S. military facilities in
Japan, and long-standing public resentment persists
over incidents involving service members as well as
noise, environmental impact, and land use pressures.
[apan Today] [South China Morning Post]

In March, two people were killed and more than a
dozen injured after two boats carrying protesters
capsized off Henoko in Okinawa during
demonstrations against the relocation plans. [Anadolu
Ajansi]

Mongolia: Wages increased, infrastructure
project suspended amid broader reform
of commerce chambers

(fs) The Mongolian government, during its regular
meeting on April 22, approved a series of measures
addressing public sector wages, infrastructure, and
economic risks.
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A key decision includes a 50 percent increase in base
salaries for teachers and public employees, with
additional allowances to be calculated based on the
new base salary. In parallel, the cabinet approved a
national program aimed at reducing learning gaps
among children and enhancing investment in the
education sector, including expanding access to
schools and kindergartens.

Prime Minister Uchral Nyam-Osor announced the
suspension of the Tuul highway project (a planned 32-
km, six-lane, high-speed road in Ulaanbaatar designed
to alleviate city traffic congestion) pending
investigations by relevant authorities, citing public
concerns related to environmental, economic, and
financial implications.

The cabinet also reviewed economic risks linked to
rising global fuel prices driven by geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East. Nyam-Osor warned that increasing
fuel costs could place pressure on key sectors such as
transport, mining, and agriculture, and instructed
ministries to implement short-term mitigation
measures while ensuring stable fuel supply. [Sonin]

Separately, the parliament held plenary discussions on
draft legislation on the overhaul of the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

Lawmakers debated whether to proceed with a revised
draft law on the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The proposal aims to improve the chamber’s structure,
redefine its functions, and ensure financial
independence. It also introduces eligibility criteria for
its president, including non-affiliation with political
parties and at least 10 years of business experience.

The reform would allow the creation of sector-specific
chambers to better support enterprises. The chamber
currently has over 6,700 member businesses, while a
2026 business confidence index stood at -0.15,
indicating weakened expectations. [Bloomberg TV]

North Korea: Executions surge during
pandemic amid intensified ideological
enforcement

(dql) Executions and death sentences in North Korea
have been documented at 358 cases between 2011
and 2024 under the rule of Kim Jong Un, who assumed
power in 2012, according to the Seoul-based
Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG). [TIWG]
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Within this broader 13-year timeframe, the pandemic
period marks a pronounced acceleration with least 153
cases recorded between 2020 and 2024, more than
triple the total in the preceding five years, indicating a
sharp post-border-closure increase in capital
punishment.

TJWG links this surge to North Korea’s decision to close
its borders at the onset of Covid-19, a move that
significantly reduced external scrutiny and coincided
with a reversal of earlier declines in executions
observed after heightened UN human rights attention
in the late 2010s. The data suggests that isolation
enabled both an expansion in enforcement intensity
and a shift in the types of offences subject to capital
punishment.

A growing share of executions is attributed to
ideological and cultural violations, particularly the
consumption and distribution of South Korean media
such as K-dramas and K-pop, alongside religious
activity and expressions of dissent. These categories
have reportedly overtaken traditional crimes such as
murder in frequency, underscoring a reorientation of
capital punishment toward political and cultural
control.

The report also finds that executions remain
frequently public and are largely carried out by firing
squad, reinforcing their deterrent and disciplinary
function. [BBC] [The Guardian]

South Korea: Constitutional reform drive
faces opposition resistance ahead of key
vote

(dgl) South Korean National Assembly Speaker Woo
Won-shik of the ruling Democratic Party (DP) has urged
the opposition People Power Party (PPP) to drop its
formal resistance to a constitutional revision bill,
warning it would bear responsibility if the initiative
collapses ahead of a May 7 parliamentary vote.

The proposed amendment would be South Korea's
first major constitutional overhaul attempt since 1987,
incorporating symbolic recognition of pro-democracy
movements and introducing procedural limits on
presidential martial law powers, including requiring
immediate National Assembly approval after
declaration. It also includes provisions on regional
balancing and development policy.

The bill requires a two-thirds majority in the legislature
and would proceed to a national referendum
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potentially aligned with June local elections. Given
current seat distribution, passage depends on
defections from at least 11 opposition lawmakers, even
under optimal ruling bloc alignment.

Woo accused the opposition of blocking participation
in preparatory reform mechanisms and argued that
claims the amendment could extend presidential
terms are unfounded under constitutional safeguards.
He also suggested resistance may reflect lingering
factional alignment within the opposition linked to
former president Yoon Suk Yeol, who was removed
after the 2024 martial law crisis.

The PPP has maintained opposition to synchronizing
the referendum with local elections, instead calling for
constitutional reform discussions to be postponed
until after 3 June. [The Korea Herald] [Chosun Biz]

South Korea: Appeals review opens in
former President Yoon's insurrection case

(dgl) The Seoul High Court has begun preliminary
appellate proceedings in the high-profile insurrection
case against former President Yoon Suk Yeol, following
his February conviction and life sentence for
orchestrating a failed attempt to impose martial law in
December 2024 (see AIR No. 8, February/2024, 4).

Both the defense and a special counsel team led by
prosecutor Cho Eun-suk have appealed the lower court
ruling. Prosecutors had originally sought the death
penalty, arguing that the martial law declaration
amounted to an attempted insurrection aimed at
subverting constitutional governance. The appellate
process marks the first formal step in reviewing a case
that has become one of the most severe prosecutions
of a former South Korean head of state in decades.

The case also includes detained former Defence
Minister Kim Yong-hyun, sentenced to 30 years in
prison for his alleged central role, along with six senior
military and police officials accused of supporting the
attempted power seizure.

Kim has been summoned for questioning on April 29
over rebellion charges tied to coordination with Yoon.
former President Yoon Suk Yeol. Prosecutors allege he
conspired with Yoon to mobilize elite military units,
including Special Warfare, Capital Defence, and
Defence Intelligence Command personnel, and deploy
them toward the National Assembly and National
Election Commission in an effort to provoke unrest
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during the short-lived martial law declaration. [Yonhap
News Agency] [The Chosun Daily]

In parallel, prosecutors have requested a 30-year
prison sentence for Yoon, accusing him of deliberately
escalating inter-Korean tensions in 2024 through
covert drone operations over Pyongyang as part of an
effort to manufacture conditions for imposing martial
law.

Prosecutors allege Yoon and senior defense officials
authorized drone flights over North Korea in the
months preceding martial law declaration, with the aim
of portraying domestic political opponents as pro-
North Korea and “anti-state” forces to justify
emergency rule.

Yoon faces charges of benefiting an adversary and
abuse of power, in addition to earlier insurrection-
related convictions. Prosecutors also sought a 25-year
sentence for Kim Yong-hyun, described as a key
operational figure in the alleged military preparations.

The defense rejects the allegations, arguing there is no
evidence Yoon ordered or approved drone operations
over Pyongyang and characterizing the prosecution’s
claims as speculative. [ABC News]

South Korea: Opposition seeks minister’'s
dismissal over alleged intelligence leak
straining US ties

(dgl) The opposition People Power Party (PPP) has
submitted a motion to dismiss Unification Minister
Chung Dong-young, accusing him of undermining trust
with Washington by disclosing sensitive information
related to North Korea's uranium enrichment activities.

The dispute centers on claims that Chung's remarks
drew on US intelligence and prompted Washington to
curtail intelligence-sharing. He publicly identified
Kusong in North Korea as a suspected site of uranium
enrichment/nuclear activity during a parliamentary
session.

Opposition leaders argue the episode has damaged
the credibility of the US-South Korea alliance, citing
concerns allegedly conveyed by US officials, including
Charge d'Affaires ad interim at the US Embassy James
Heller. They warn that trust deficits could complicate
implementation of a bilateral trade and security
framework agreed in November.
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The administration of President Lee Jae Myung and the
ruling Democratic Party (DP) reject the allegations
maintaining that the information cited by Chung was
already in the public domain. They accuse the
opposition of politicizing the issue ahead of upcoming
local elections.

The controversy has spilled into parliamentary
dysfunction, with ruling party lawmakers and key
ministers boycotting committee sessions convened by
opposition chairs, signaling escalating institutional
friction. [The Korea Herald 1] [The Korea Herald 2]

In parallel, the government has acknowledged growing
friction with the United States over differing
interpretations over Chung's disclosures. While Seoul
maintains the information was derived from open
sources, Washington views the comments as a
potential leak of shared intelligence—reportedly
prompting partial restrictions on intelligence-sharing.
[The Korea Times]

In the latest development, Washington has reportedly
imposed partial restrictions on sharing satellite-derived
intelligence. According to South Korean media citing
military sources, the United States has limited the
transmission of certain reconnaissance data related to
North Korean nuclear technology since early this
month, while maintaining normal flow of missile-
related intelligence and broader military readiness
coordination. [The Guardian]

South Korea: Al-driven export boom lifts
growth, but energy risks threaten
reversal

(dql) South Korea posted a sharp Q1 expansion, with
GDP rising 1.7 percent g/q, exceeding the central
bank’s 0.9 percent projection and marking the fastest
pace since 2020. The growth driven by a surge in
semiconductor exports tied to the global Al investment
cycle. Shipments of IT components underpinned a 5.1
percent export increase, translating into record
earnings at the country's flagship technology
companies SK Hynix and Samsung Electronics.

Domestic demand remains subdued, with only modest
gains in consumption and government spending,
leaving growth heavily reliant on external demand.
While investment rebounded, the Bank of Korea has
held rates steady, citing elevated uncertainty.

The outlook is increasingly shaped by geopolitical risk.
As a major oil importer, South Korea is highly exposed
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to Middle East disruptions, with rising energy prices
already pushing inflation above target and triggering
fuel price controls. Analysts warn that sustained oil
shocks could weaken consumption and investment in

Q2.

For the year, the central bank projects growth at 2.0
percent, broadly in line with estimates from the
International Monetary Fund (1.9 percent) and the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (2.1 percent), indicating a moderate
expansion baseline rather than a sustained upswing.
[Reuters] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Oil diversification strategy
reduces exposure to Middle East supply
risks

(dqgl) South Korea has moved decisively to cushion
itself against supply disruptions stemming from
instability in the Middle East, securing 74.6 million
barrels of crude for May—equivalent to 87 percent of
its 2025 monthly average—while significantly
reshaping its import structure.

The government reported a marked reduction in
dependence on Middle Eastern oil sources, with the
regional share falling from 69 percent to 56 percent as
Seoul expanded procurement from suppliers across
the Americas and Africa. New sourcing includes
countries such as Algeria, Brazil, and the United States,
with imports from the US notably rising to more than
25 percent above average levels.

A substantial portion of Gulf oil—24 million barrels
from Saudi Arabia and 16 million from the United Arab
Emirates—will bypass the vulnerable Strait of Hormuz,
which has been disrupted by the ongoing Iran-related
conflict. [The Korea Herald]

The diversification strategy follows high-level
diplomatic and commercial engagement, including a
mission to Kazakhstan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar
earlier this month (see AiR No. 16, April/2026, 3), and
forms part of a broader plan to secure 273 million
barrels through the remainder of the year.

South Korea: Advancing independent
surveillance capability
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(dql) South Korea is set to finalize its five-satellite
military reconnaissance constellation by the end of
April, completing a core pillar of its indigenous space-
based intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
(ISR) system designed to enhance monitoring of North
Korea's military activity.

According to military officials, the fifth and final
satellite—launched in November 2024 from Cape
Canaveral—has successfully completed operational
testing and is expected to enter full service shortly.
Once deployed, it will operate in coordination with four
earlier satellites, enabling continuous surveillance of
North Korean nuclear facilities, missile activity, and
troop movements.

The completion of the constellation marks the
culmination of a program initiated in 2013 and
formally structured in 2017, reflecting South Korea's
long-term effort to establish autonomous space-based
intelligence capabilities.

The integrated satellite network is a central component
of Seoul's “Kill Chain” doctrine, which is designed to
detect and pre-emptively strike North Korean threats
in the event of imminent use of weapons of mass
destruction. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Army moves to
operationalize Al-driven command
support systems

(dqgl) South Korea's Army has initiated a program to
integrate generative artificial intelligence into
operational decision-making, marking a shift from
limited automation tools toward advanced, data-driven
command support systems.

The Army Information and Communications School
has issued a research tender to develop and test a
prototype Al agent, with pilot applications focused on
validating its ability to process unstructured data,
support complex operational planning, and operate
beyond existing rule-based systems. The research will
also assess enabling technologies such as retrieval-
augmented generation and vision-language models,
alongside applications in resource management and
workflow automation.

The prototype is intended to serve as a foundation for
broader deployment, including potential integration
into the Korea Joint All-Domain Command and Control
System (KCCS-A), where Al-enabled tools could be
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embedded into operational workflows and training
environments. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Large-scale amphibious drill
signal modernization and allied
interoperability

(dqgl) South Korea's Navy and Marine Corps have
launched a weeklong amphibious landing exercise in
the southeastern coastal city of Pohang, involving
around 3,200 personnel in a major readiness drill
aimed at strengthening response capabilities against
evolving security threats.

The exercise, running through April 30, features
coordinated amphibious assault operations conducted
with landing ships, transport aircraft, helicopters, and
naval and air support assets, including KF-16 fighter
jets and P-8A maritime surveillance aircraft.
Approximately 20 naval vessels participated, including
the amphibious assault ship ROKS Marado, with forces
practicing a full “decisive action” landing scenario on
coastal terrain.

This year's drills place increased focus on modern
warfare conditions by integrating unmanned systems
such as drones alongside traditional platforms for
reconnaissance, surveillance, and ground support
operations. The exercise is designed to reflect a multi-
domain battlefield environment, combining air, sea,
and land operations with enhanced situational
awareness capabilities.

The drills also highlight growing multinational
interoperability. A New Zealand Army platoon
participated directly within a South Korean Marine
landing unit for the first time, while personnel from the
US 7th Fleet joined related Marine warfare training
components. [Yonhap News Agency]

Taiwan: Legislature sets May 19 vote on
opposition-led bid to impeach President

(dql) Taiwan's legislature is scheduled to hold a vote on
May 19 on whether to advance an impeachment
motion against President Lai Ching-te, initiated by
opposition lawmakers and requiring a two-thirds
majority to pass.

The move follows a constitutional dispute over the
Cabinet’s refusal to countersign and implement
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opposition-backed amendments to fiscal legislation
passed by the opposition-controlled legislature. The
Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP)
argue the executive’s stance violates constitutional
norms and weakens legislative authority, while the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) has criticized
the process as politically motivated escalation.

The impeachment effort has progressed through
multiple procedural stages since late last year,
including committee reviews and public hearings in
January, with additional hearings and reviews
scheduled in May ahead of the final vote. [Taiwan
News]

Although the opposition has the legislative majority to
advance procedural steps, the motion is widely
considered unlikely to succeed due to the high two-
thirds threshold required for passage. In the 113-seat
legislature, the KMT holds 52 seats, the DPP 51, and
the TPP 8, giving the opposition a slim majority but still
falling well short of the two-thirds threshold needed to
impeach the president.

Taiwan: Budget review advances after six-
month impasse

(ak/dgl) On April 22, Taiwan's government submitted
its general budget for this fiscal year to the Legislative
Yuan, Taiwan’s parliament for review, marking
progress after a six-month impasse over the initial
budget submitted in November. The impasse has been
driven by disputes between the opposition-controlled
legislature and the government over budget cuts and
contested spending provisions, including public-sector
pay adjustments.

The submission of the budget follows a cross-party
agreement in mid-April to break the standoff, under
which the Cabinet committed to revisiting contentious
provisions—particularly military pay increases and
pension benefits for police and firefighters—within six
months (see AR No. 16, April/2026, 3).

Addressing parliament, Premier Cho Jung-tai presented
the budget as calibrated to domestic and global
economic conditions, prioritizing growth, openness,
and national security. Revenues are projected at NTD
2.86 trillion (USD 90.9 billion), down 9.6 percent year-
on-year, while expenditures will rise slightly to NTD
3.04 trillion (USD 96.4 billion). This produces a deficit of
NTD 172.7 billion (USD 5.5 billion), expanding to a
financing gap of NTD 299.2 billion (USD 9.6 billion) after
debt repayments, to be covered through borrowing.
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Despite this, debt levels are expected to improve, with
the central government debt-to-GDP ratio declining to
26.4 percent.

The core political friction centers on compensation for
military personnel, civil servants, and public-school
teachers. Opposition parties have delayed the budget
over demands for higher benefits, while the Cabinet
has resisted immediate implementation, citing equity
concerns and constitutional constraints. Previously
approved pay-related allocations were suspended,
with the Cabinet seeking constitutional review.

A provisional compromise has been reached in the
parliament: the budget will proceed to committee
review, while the government commits to proposing
amendments on public-sector benefits within six
months. [Taipei Times 1]

Against this backdrop and amid mounting U.S.
pressure on Taiwan to pass President Lai Ching-te's
proposed eight-year NTD 1.25 trillion (USD 40 billion)
special defense budget, the defense ministry a
redacted version of the budget, outlining seven major
programs: tube and rocket artillery systems, air
defense, long range missiles, drones and counter
drone equipment and ammunition stocks. About NTD
160 billion (USD 5.2 billion) would go to 82 High
Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems and 420 Army Tactical
Missile Systems, with another NTD 81 billion (USD 2.6
billion) for 60 M109A7 Paladin self-propelled howitzers.

The ministry would commit NTD 550 billion (USD 17.7
billion) to air defense systems, anti-ballistic missile
interceptors and anti-tank guided missiles, and NTD
335 billion (USD 10.8 billion) to a large fleet of drones
and counter drone tools, including kamikaze boats,
coastal strike drones and man portable counter drone
systems. A part of the budget would also go into
funding applied Al and C4ISR systems. [Taipei Times 2]

However, negotiations among the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), opposition Kuomintang (KMT),
and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) broke down on April
27 over disagreements on how the package should be
structured and reviewed. While all sides expressed
support in principle for defense strengthening, they
diverged on whether lawmakers should first agree on a
total spending ceiling or scrutinize individual
procurement items.

The KMT argued for breaking down the package into
more manageable components and prioritizing urgent
acquisitions, estimating that core procurement needs
could be reduced significantly from the government’s
proposal. The TPP similarly signaled conditional
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support but called for greater transparency and item-
by-item justification, suggesting a lower initial spending
ceiling before potential expansion.

The DPP, meanwhile, indicated openness to setting an
overall budget cap aligned with the defense ministry's
proposal, but maintained that the package reflects
necessary defense planning in response to evolving
security conditions. [Taiwan News]

Despite the defense remaining disputed, Taiwan
secured six US arms procurement offers worth over
NTD 208 billion (USD 6.6 billion), marking incremental
progress in its military modernization.

The agreements—formalized through Letters of Offer
and Acceptance (LOAs) with the American Institute in
Taiwan, the de-facto US embassy in Taiwan,—cover key
capabilities aligned with an asymmetric defense
strategy: long-range precision strike systems (HIMARS),
artillery modernization (M109A7 howitzers), missile
stockpile replenishment, anti-armor naval systems,
and joint ammunition production. A smaller but
strategically significant component includes technical
consultancy for integrated air defense, indicating early-
stage US involvement in system architecture and
interoperability planning.

Operationally, the acquisitions support the “Taiwan
Shield” concept—an integrated air and missile defense
architecture combining US systems (notably Patriot
PAC-3 MSE and IAMD command networks) with
domestically developed platforms. [Taipei Times 3]

Meanwhile, at a US Senate hearing, Admiral Samuel
Paparo, head of US Indo Pacific Command, said Taiwan
must show it is willing to defend itself, including by
passing Lai's special defense budget: the US cannot
“want Taiwan’'s defense more than they want it
themselves,” and military aid will hinge on Taiwan’s
own commitment. Senate lawmakers have echoed this,
stressing that the United States must provide Taiwan
with the means to defend itself under the Taiwan
Relations Act, yet American support is increasingly
framed as conditional on visible self-funding. [Focus
Taiwan 1] [Reuters]

In parallel, on April 23, the House Appropriations
Committee signaled additional support, proposing at
least USD 500 million for Taiwan under the Foreign
Military Financing program in its fiscal 2027 bill. It says
the money should be used only if US officials prioritize
delivery of defense articles and services to Taiwan, and
it bars the use of funds for maps that misstate
Taiwan's territory or social and economic system.
[Focus Taiwan 2]
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Beyond the legislative standoff, a broader issue
concerns public trust in the United States as a security
partner. Only about 34 percent of Taiwanese view the
US as a credible country that keeps its word, and 57
percent do not believe the US would send troops to
defend Taiwan if war broke out, according to findings
of a recent survey conducted by the Taipei-based
Taiwan Foundation for Democracy, a government-
supported but formally non-partisan NGO.

The divisions cut along party lines: a majority of the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) supporters
see the US as credible and expect that US arms
purchases will raise the odds of intervention, while
most supporters of the Kuomintang (KMT), the main
opposition party, do not.

With the KMT and Taiwan People’s Party—the second
opposition party in parliament—holding a legislative
majority, the budget debate increasingly reflects a
societal split over whether arms purchase from the US
are prudent deterrence or a risky bet on an unreliable
partner. [The Diplomat] [South China Morning Post]

Taiwan: Restart of Maanshan nuclear
plant under review

(ak) Taiwan's Nuclear Safety Commission has begun
reviewing Taiwan Power Company plans to restart the
Maanshan Nuclear Power Plant, decommissioned in
May 2025, with Chair Chen Ming-chen pledging full
safety compliance as well as a public hearing, followed
by environmental assessment.

The move addresses surging electricity demand from
Al and semiconductors sectors (see AiR No. 15,
April/2026, 2).

Separately, the National Atomic Research Institute will
launch small modular reactor research this year,
targeting 300 MW per unit by 2035 for safer, modular
power. [Taiwan News] [CNA, in Chinese]

The review comes less than a year after President Lai
Ching-te declared Taiwan a “non-nuclear homeland,”
and marks a stark break with the long-standing anti-
nuclear stance of his ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP).

The move has triggered sharp criticism from
environmental groups—traditionally aligned with the
party—but notably limited backlash within DPP ranks.
This muted response suggests a broader recalibration
within the party, likely influenced by shifting public
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opinion: recent polling indicates over 60 percent
support for nuclear energy, including a growing share
among DPP supporters. Party figures have cautiously
adapted their rhetoric, endorsing “new nuclear”
concepts while sidestepping contentious issues such
as nuclear waste disposal. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Computer-assisted phase of
annual military war games concluded

(dqgl) Taiwan’s military has concluded the computer-
assisted phase of this year's Han Kuang exercise, a key
component of its annual war-readiness drills. The Han
Kuang exercises are Taiwan's largest annual military
drills, designed to test how its armed forces would
respond to a real invasion or major security crisis.

The two-week exercise focused on training
commanders’ decision-making under conditions
simulating real combat, with objectives including
testing joint operations and strengthening overall
readiness. Scenarios escalated from gray-zone
harassment to high-intensity conflict, incorporating
lessons from recent global wars and hybrid threat
environments.

The drill also tested decentralized command-and-
control arrangements, designed to ensure continuity of
operations even if frontline systems were struck.

The live-fire phase of Han Kuang is scheduled for
August. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Chinese navigation app banned
from government use

(dqgl) The Digital Affairs Ministry has banned Chinese
navigation app Amap from government use over
cybersecurity concerns, citing risks linked to location
data collection and potential access by Chinese
authorities.

The app was classified as a high-risk product under
Taiwan's cybersecurity framework, with officials
warning that it can transmit sensitive geolocation and
movement data to servers in China, where companies
are legally required to comply with state data access
demands. The Defense Ministry has also extended the
restriction on military personnel, including personal
devices.
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Officials added that broader reviews of similar
applications are underway, reflecting heightened
scrutiny of Chinese-developed digital tools amid
growing concerns over data security and potential
intelligence exposure. [Taiwan News]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Dispute over 2024 uprising
legacy deepens across reform and
accountability fronts

(Im) Bangladesh’s post-uprising political order is facing
a deepening confrontation between the government
led by the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), a major
center-right party now holding a parliamentary
supermajority under Prime Minister Tarique Rahman,
and opposition forces led by Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami, the country's largest Islamist party and formerly
a BNP ally.

The first arena concerns the reform package endorsed
by voters in a referendum held alongside the February
general election. The reforms are based on the July
National Charter, a political blueprint developed after
the 2024 uprising that removed longtime Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. The BNP-led government is
seeking to implement the reforms through the existing
parliament, while Jamaat and allied opposition forces
demand the separate reform mechanism originally
envisaged in the referendum framework. [AIR No. 16
April/2026, 3]
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In the latest escalation, Jamaat leader Shafiqur
Rahman accused the BNP of “clearly deceiving the
nation” and “opposing every necessary reform
required to establish good governance,” adding that
the ruling party was acting against “its own reform
proposals and manifesto.” He also described rejection
of the referendum-backed reform mandate as
“shameful” and warned that “July is not confined to
2024; it will return,” signaling that opposition
mobilization is now being framed as defense of the
uprising's mandate. [The Daily Star 1]

The BNP has rejected this framing. Party Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir accused Jamaat of
attempting to destabilize the political system and pave
the way for a “fascist” form of governance, while
defending the February election as free, fair, and
credible. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The second arena concerns the uprising's factual
record, victims, and accountability process. In
parliament, state minister Razib Ahsan questioned
conflicting casualty figures, citing 844 deaths in the
official gazette, compared with earlier figures of more
than 1,400 reported by the health ministry and
referenced in United Nations-related reporting.
Shafiqur Rahman rejected the lower figure, saying his
side had compiled its own profiles and arguing that
deaths and disappearances during internet shutdowns
remain insufficiently accounted for. [The Daily Star 2]

Accountability has also remained slow. Police have
completed investigations in only 176 of 1,855 uprising-
related cases, about 9.5 percent, while charge sheets
have been submitted in 156 cases, about 8.4 percent.
In Dhaka, investigations have been completed in 43 of
905 cases, including 555 murder cases, leaving victims'
families waiting for closure and many accused persons,
including journalists who deny involvement, facing
prolonged legal uncertainty. [The Daily Star 3]

The government has meanwhile expanded legal aid for
July uprising victims, injured participants, families of
those killed, and relatives of missing persons by
amending the Legal Aid Provision Policy, 2014. This
recognizes the affected groups within the state legal-
aid framework, even as the wider dispute over casualty
numbers, prosecutions, and the institutional meaning
of the uprising remains unresolved. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Government reshuffles
leadership across 15 key institutions
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(Im) The government of Bangladesh has appointed
new heads to 15 public institutions across multiple
ministries, assigning senior civil servants at the rank of
additional secretary to top positions on deputation.

The changes affect key bodies in areas including food,
environment, agriculture, health, education, youth
development, and labor migration. Institutions
involved include the Directorate General of Food,
Forest Department, Directorate General of Nursing
and Midwifery, National Identity Registration Wing
(which manages the national ID system), and the Wage
Earners’ Welfare Board (which supports overseas
workers).

New chairmen have also been appointed to several
regulatory authorities, including the Bangladesh Food
Safety Authority, the National Housing Authority, and
the Non-Government Teachers' Registration and
Certification Authority, which oversees teacher
recruitment for private institutions. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Apex court removes High
Court division judge from judicial duties
after viral video

(Im) Bangladesh's Supreme Court has removed a judge
of its High Court Division from active judicial duties
following allegations of misconduct linked to a widely
circulated video. In the footage, the judge is seen
identifying himself by his judicial position and engaging
in a heated exchange, which drew public criticism after
spreading on social media. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government forms inter-
agency committee on Rohingya camp
management and security

(Im) The government has established a 16-member
national coordination committee to centralize
oversight of Rohingya-related activities, with a focus on
camp security, administration, and repatriation. The
committee is convened by the home minister and
includes senior officials across the security,
administrative, and foreign policy apparatus. [Dhaka
Tribune]

The Rohingya—members of a Muslim minority group
from Myanmar—currently number approximately 1.18
to 1.2 million in Bangladesh, the vast majority living in
densely populated camps in Cox’s Bazar, with a smaller
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group relocated to Bhasan Char. The situation remains
a protracted displacement crisis with no active large-
scale repatriation to Myanmar. At the same time,
international humanitarian funding has declined,
leading to reductions in food assistance and basic
services in the camps, alongside growing pressure on
law enforcement and camp management structures.

Bangladesh: Measles outbreak surpasses
28,000 suspected cases

(Im) A nationwide measles outbreak in Bangladesh has
exceeded 28,000 suspected cases since mid-March,
with health authorities reporting continued daily
increases and mounting pressure on the healthcare
system. The outbreak is concentrated in Dhaka
Division, which accounts for the highest number of
reported infections. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: USD 4 billion development
package across infrastructure and health
sectors approved

(Im) Bangladesh's Executive Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC), the government's top body
for approving public investment projects, has
approved 14 development projects with a total value of
BDT 134.45 billion (USD 4 billion). Of the total, BDT
80.90 billion (USD 2.4 billion) will be financed from
government funds, BDT 53.40 billion (USD 1.6 billion)
from external loans, and BDT 0.16 billion (USD 4.8
million) from implementing agencies.

The projects cover infrastructure, healthcare, and
economic resilience. Key initiatives include urban
healthcare expansion, customs system modernization,
and disease control programs in the livestock sector. A
significant share of projects focuses on transport
infrastructure, including roads, bridges, and railways,
alongside urban services such as water supply and
housing. Several projects are revised or extended,
indicating adjustments to existing development plans
rather than entirely new initiatives.

In addition, 33 smaller projects—each below BDT 0.5
billion (USD 15 million)—have been approved
separately, covering areas such as transport,
agriculture, energy, and economic zones. [Dhaka
Tribune]
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Bangladesh: ADB approves USD 250
million loan to expand and reform social
protection system

(Im) The Asian Development Bank has approved a USD
250 million loan to support Bangladesh in
implementing a new phase of reforms to its social
protection system.

The program includes the introduction of contributory
social protection schemes, expansion of existing
benefits, and system-level changes to improve
administration and coverage. As part of the measures,
the widow allowance program will be extended to at
least 250,000 additional beneficiaries. It also includes
climate-adaptive components within public workfare
programs and a plan to increase access to financing for
women entrepreneurs by at least 15 percent through a
central bank refinancing scheme. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Energy shortages deepen as
Middle East war effects constrain fuel
supply and power generation

(Im) Bangladesh is facing a deepening energy crisis, as
disruptions linked to the ongoing war in the Middle
East increasingly affect fuel supply, electricity
generation, and domestic distribution.

The immediate impact is a nationwide electricity
shortfall of up to 3,000 megawatts, equivalent to
roughly 18-20 percent of peak demand. Load shedding
has been concentrated primarily in rural areas, while
supply to the capital Dhaka and key industrial zones
has been relatively protected. At the consumer level,
fuel shortages persisted as of this week, with long
queues at filling stations, although waiting times
declined to one to three hours compared to earlier in
the week. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

The supply constraints are driven by a combination of
external and domestic factors. Liquefied natural gas
shipments—critical for Bangladesh’s power generation
—have been disrupted along routes passing through
the Strait of Hormuz. At the same time, a technical
outage at one of the country's two floating LNG
terminals has reduced supply by around 400 million
cubic feet per day. Domestic gas availability remains
below required levels at around 850-900 million cubic
feet per day, further limiting generation. [Dhaka
Tribune 3]
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Additional pressure stems from reduced output at
major power plant, including a unit at the Payra Power
Plant, a large coal-fired baseload facility in southern
Bangladesh, due to coal supply constraints, and
reduced output at the Banshkhali power plant, another
coal-fired facility in Chattogram, following a unit
failure. A separate imported power unit has also been
offline due to technical issues. Authorities expect
repairs and incoming fuel shipments to restore nearly
2,000 megawatts of capacity in early May. [Dhaka
Tribune 4] [Dhaka Tribune 5]

Supply chain disruptions are also affecting refining
operations. A shipment of 100,000 tons of crude oil
departed Yanbu port in Saudi Arabia on April 21 and is
expected to arrive at Chittagong port on May 5,
enabling the state-run Eastern Refinery—responsible
for about 20 percent of domestic fuel demand—to
resume operations after a temporary halt. A second
shipment remains delayed at Ras Tanura due to
instability affecting shipping routes near the Strait of
Hormuz. [Dhaka Tribune 6]

In response, authorities have implemented targeted
management and coordination measures. Electricity
has been reallocated, including shifting around 110
megawatts from Dhaka to irrigation demand in rural
areas during the agricultural peak season. On April 26,
parliament established a 10-member joint committee
—comprising government and opposition lawmakers—
with a 30-day mandate to propose measures to
address the crisis, following a proposal by the prime
minister on April 23. [Dhaka Tribune 7] [Dhaka Tribune
8]

At the structural level, the crisis is accelerating changes
in Bangladesh's energy mix. On April 27, coal-fired
generation exceeded gas-based generation for the first
time, reflecting declining domestic gas output and
constraints on LNG imports. [The Daily Star 9]

Bangladesh: Russian state nuclear
corporation chief meets prime minister

(Im) The Director General of Russia's state nuclear
corporation, Alexey Likhachev, met Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman on April 28 in Dhaka, in the latest
high-level engagement between Bangladesh and
Russia in the nuclear sector.

The meeting took place at the Prime Minister’s Office
and was attended by senior members of the
Bangladeshi government, including the ministers
responsible for foreign affairs, science and technology,
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and telecommunications, as well as a senior adviser to
the prime minister. The Russian Ambassador to
Bangladesh, Alexander G Khozin, was also present.
[Dhaka Tribune]

The engagement takes place as Bangladesh'’s first
nuclear power project, the Rooppur Nuclear Power
Plant—a Russian-supported project under a turnkey
arrangement covering financing, fuel supply, and initial
operations—has entered its final pre-operational
phase, with Unit 1 expected to begin electricity
generation in the coming months and reach full
capacity by late 2026. [AIR No. 16, April/2026, 3]

Bangladesh: Police reshuffle and
compulsory retirements announced

(Im) The government has announced a series of
personnel changes within the police force, including
the transfer of six superintendents of police (SPs)—
district-level police chiefs—and the compulsory
retirement of 13 senior officers. The reshuffle includes
postings across units such as the Khulna Range Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) office—a regional command
overseeing multiple districts—the Police Bureau of
Investigation (PBI), a specialized criminal investigation
agency, and the Armed Police Battalion (APBn), a
paramilitary police unit used for high-risk operations.
New SP appointments have been made in districts
including Sherpur and Natore. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

In a separate move, 13 officers holding the ranks of
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) and Additional DIG—
senior regional command positions—have been placed
on compulsory retirement under Section 45 of the
Government Service Act, 2018. The affected officers
were serving across multiple units, including the Anti-
Terrorism Unit, Industrial Police, River Police, and
Police Headquarters, and will receive retirement
benefits in accordance with applicable rules. [Dhaka
Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Rising violence fuels law and
order concerns; capital emerges as
hotspot

(Im) A surge in violent crime across Bangladesh has
intensified public concern over law and order, with
police data recording 854 killings nationwide between
January and March of this year. The capital, Dhaka, has
emerged as a key hotspot, accounting for 107 of these
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cases, with an additional 16 murders reported in the
first half of April. Monthly figures show 287 killings
nationwide in January, 250 in February, and 317 in
March, while Dhaka recorded 36, 38, and 33 cases
respectively over the same period.

Reports of extortion, robbery, mugging, and mob
violence have also increased across the country.
Psychologists note that the circulation of graphic
crime-related content on social media has contributed
to increased public fear and distress. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Multiple security signals
raise concerns over potential militant
reactivation

(Im) Bangladesh is facing renewed concerns over the
possible reactivation of militant networks following a
convergence of recent security developments,
including an internal military probe, a nationwide
police warning, and new findings from an earlier
bombing case.

According to security sources, around 20 individuals—
including members of the Bangladesh Air Force and
civilians—have recently been detained over alleged
links to Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), an armed
militant group based in Pakistan that has carried out
insurgent attacks against the Pakistani state. The
probe reportedly began after an air force warrant
officer who had gone missing from a base in the port
city of Chittagong in southeastern Bangladesh was
traced to a TTP hideout, prompting broader scrutiny of
possible extremist contacts within the armed forces.

In parallel, Bangladesh Police Headquarters issued a
nationwide alert on April 23 warning of possible
attacks by supporters of banned extremist
organizations. The alert identified potential targets
including Parliament, military and police installations,
religious sites, and public venues, and instructed
agencies to increase surveillance and preparedness.

These developments occur against the backdrop of
unresolved security disruptions following the events of
August 5, 2024, when mass protests led to the removal
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and triggered a
breakdown of central authority and a temporary
security vacuum during the political transition. On that
day, inmates escaped from Kashimpur High Security
Prison, a major detention facility near Dhaka, including
individuals held under anti-terrorism laws. Police data
indicates that 202 prisoners escaped, of whom 133
remained at large as of December 2025.
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At the same time, new findings from a December 2025
explosion at an Islamic religious school in Keraniganj,
an area on the outskirts of the capital Dhaka, have
revealed an alleged plot to carry out coordinated
attacks on Hindu temples across the country.
Investigators say suspects admitted plans for
simultaneous attacks aimed at spreading fear among
religious minorities and undermining confidence in
state institutions. Seventeen suspects have been
arrested, including an alleged bomb-maker, with seven
formally charged under the Anti-Terrorism Act.

Authorities have linked the group to Jagrata Muslim
Janata Bangladesh (JM)B), a banned militant
organization associated with Jama’atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB), the group responsible for
coordinated bombings across Bangladesh in 2005.
Officials assess the cell may be part of a reconstituted
network often referred to as “new JMB,"” influenced by
the ideology of the Islamic State. Several detainees are
reported to be repeat offenders who resumed militant
activities after release on bail.

Despite arrests, progress in the Keraniganj case
remains limited. Forensic evidence is still being
analyzed by the Criminal Investigation Department,
while the Anti-Terrorism Unit has acknowledged that
no major breakthrough has been achieved. [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

Security agencies assess that while Bangladesh has not
experienced a large-scale militant attack in recent
years—following crackdowns after incidents such as
the 2016 Holey Artisan attack in Dhaka—extremist
networks were never fully dismantled. Officials warn
that current risks may stem from decentralized cells,
online radicalization, and individuals acting
independently. [Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bhutan: Judiciary yet to fully implement
legal mandate on public access to court
judgments

(Im) Bhutan's judiciary has not fully implemented a
legal requirement, in force since 2011, to make court
judgments publicly accessible, limiting transparency
despite a high volume of case activity. The Civil and
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act mandates that
judgments be available in the public domain, including
through libraries, but in practice only a small share of
rulings is accessible, with most requiring formal
requests to obtain.
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This gap persists despite courts handling significant
caseloads. In 2025, Bhutan's courts received 9,090
cases and resolved 7,924, with the majority handled by
district-level courts, followed by sub-district courts,
while the High Court and Supreme Court managed
smaller but still substantial volumes. Despite this
output, limited publication means most judicial
decisions remain outside public scrutiny.

Authorities have indicated that digitization and
publication efforts are underway as part of broader
justice sector reforms, including coordination through
the Wisdom Centre for Justice—a body established in
2025 to support systemic improvements. Full
implementation of public access to judgments is
currently targeted for completion by mid-2029, with
additional plans to expand accessibility, including
through English translations alongside Dzongkha,
Bhutan's national language. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Implementation constraints and
funding gaps emerge across sectors under
13th Five-Year Plan

(Im) Bhutan's implementation of its 13th Five-Year Plan
(2024-2029)—the government's central framework for
public investment, development priorities, and sectoral
planning—is showing uneven progress across key
ministries, with funding gaps, cost pressures, and
structural constraints affecting delivery.

Across government, expenditure levels remain limited
relative to allocations. The Ministry of Home Affairs, for
example, has utilized approximately BTN 1.23 billion
(USD 14.8 million) of its BTN 5.84 billion (USD 70.1
million) allocation, equivalent to about 21 percent, with
11 activities completed, 40 ongoing, and several yet to
begin. While core administrative systems—including
digitized border management, civil registration, and
national disaster contingency planning—have been
expanded, delivery outcomes lag in areas such as
employment generation and operational capacity.
[Kuensel 1]

Similar implementation constraints are visible in the
security sector. The Royal Bhutan Police is facing
budgetary pressures that are slowing infrastructure
and operational projects under the same plan
framework. Of a planned outlay of BTN 1.62 billion
(USD 19.44 million), only BTN 1.43 billion (USD 17.16
million) has been approved, with BTN 0.38 billion (USD
4.56 million) spent to date. Rising costs for
construction, labor, and procurement have pushed
project expenses beyond initial allocations, forcing the
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scaling down or cancellation of selected projects,
including a planned women'’s prison. Cost increases
are partly linked to evolving procurement practices,
with contracts no longer strictly awarded to the lowest
bidder but increasingly within mid-range estimates.
Ongoing projects are also experiencing cost overruns,
including a multipurpose facility in Thimphu, the
capital, now estimated at BTN 69.58 million (USD 0.83
million). [Kuensel 2]

Implementation challenges are most pronounced in
the infrastructure sector. The Ministry of Infrastructure
and Transport has revised project priorities amid
shortages of specialized manpower, equipment
constraints, land acquisition and clearance delays,
coordination gaps, and staff attrition. These factors,
combined with rising construction costs, have slowed
execution and led to the deferral or scaling down of
activities. The ministry has utilized BTN 7.59 billion
(USD 91.08 million), or 18.03 percent of its BTN 49.58
billion (USD 594.96 million) allocation, while facing a
significant funding gap, including a BTN 7.35 billion
(USD 88.20 million) shortfall in surface transport,
alongside deficits in road and water supply sectors.

External cost pressures are adding to these
constraints. Rising fuel prices linked to the ongoing war
in the Middle East are increasing transport and
construction costs, further affecting project timelines
and budgets. In response, the government has
adjusted allocations within the plan, including
increasing water supply investment from BTN 2.85
billion (USD 34.20 million) to BTN 3.14 billion (USD
37.68 million), while introducing new initiatives such as
a sanitation flagship program worth BTN 2.5 billion
(USD 30.00 million), as well as additional road and
aviation safety projects.

At the policy level, the government is considering
adjustments to implementation and procurement
frameworks. The Prime Minister has indicated that
execution capacity may be strengthened through
dedicated project units under the Prime Minister's
Office and has called for a review of procurement rules
in coordination with the Ministry of Finance,
particularly where current practices affect cost
efficiency and contractor selection. He also signaled
that security agencies may require more flexible
budget treatment under existing fiscal constraints.

Major infrastructure initiatives under the plan include
highway construction, bridge development, and
railway feasibility studies aimed at improving regional
connectivity, with external financing playing a
significant role. International partners, including India,
the World Bank, and the Asian Development Bank,
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remain central to project financing, with the World
Bank-supported ACCESS Bhutan Project—valued at
USD 300 million—supporting infrastructure
development and policy reform through 2031.
[Kuensel 3]

Bhutan: Government flags sharp birth
rate decline as national crisis

(Im) Bhutan's government has identified a steep and
sustained fall in birth rates as a central national
concern, warning of serious long-term implications for
the country’s workforce and economic sustainability.
Births have declined by 62.9 percent over 35 years—
from 15,580 in 1990 to 5,784 in 2025—with projections
suggesting they could fall to around 2,000 annually by
2028 if current trends continue.

The decline is closely linked to outward migration,
particularly among young people of working and
reproductive age, significantly reducing the domestic
population base. The government has warned that this
combination of low fertility and migration risks
shrinking the labor force and placing pressure on
social systems.

The warning was issued in the context of a broader
government review of the health sector and public
services, where workforce shortages and migration
were identified as closely linked to the demographic
trend. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Pay disparities drive internal
talent shifts alongside outward migration

(Im) Persistent human resource gaps in Bhutan have
traditionally been attributed to high attrition driven by
outward migration. However, policymakers and
industry observers increasingly point to a domestic
structural factor—widening pay disparities across
sectors—as an additional driver reshaping the labor
market from within.

Differences in pay and benefits across the public
sector, state-owned enterprises, civil society, and
private companies are encouraging employees to
change jobs in search of higher salaries. The “clean
wage"” system, a recent public sector pay reform that
consolidated salaries and allowances into a more
transparent compensation structure, has not
eliminated these disparities, and in practice job
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changes often deliver larger and faster pay increases
than internal promotion, reinforcing frequent job-

hopping.

This dynamic is weakening talent retention and
contributing to the loss of institutional knowledge, with
organizations facing rising turnover and reduced
operational continuity. Despite a 55-74 percent pay
increase under the Pay Revision Act 2023, attrition in
the civil service remains elevated, particularly in
education and healthcare.

A key pull factor is Druk Holding and Investments
(DHI), the government's commercial investment arm,
which offers higher entry-level salaries and stronger
career prospects than many public sector and state-
owned positions.

Meanwhile, external migration, particularly to Australia
and the Middle East, continues to contribute to labor
shortages, but the emerging pattern indicates that
internal wage disparities are increasingly shaping
workforce dynamics within the country. [Kuensel]

India: Senior opposition lawmaker leads
defection to ruling party

(dql) In a significant political realignment, Raghav
Chadha, a senior Upper House member of the
opposition Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), announced his
resignation from the party and decision to join the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), leading a
coordinated defection of multiple opposition
lawmakers. [The Times of India]

Chadha stated that two-thirds of AAP's representation
in the chamber had collectively moved to merge with
the BJP under constitutional provisions, framing the
shift as an organized political realignment rather than
an individual departure.

The defections reduce AAP's strength in the Upper
House from ten to three members, marking a sharp
contraction of its parliamentary footprint. The
governing National Democratic Alliance’s (NDA's)
strength in the 244-member chamber rises to 145.
Within this, the BJP itself increases its tally from 106 to
113 members, potentially reaching around 122 with
the backing of nominated and independent MPs—
approaching but not exceeding the halfway mark. The
NDA currently comprises around 30-35 parties, with
the BJP as its dominant core. [The Tribune]
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The development follows weeks of internal tensions,
including a public dispute triggered by Chadha'’s
removal as deputy leader in the chamber. [Hindustan
Times]

Explaining his departure, Chadha cited growing
ideological divergence and dissatisfaction with the
party’s current direction, arguing that AAP had moved
away from its founding principles. He contrasted this
with what he described as stronger alignment with the
BJP’'s governance approach, praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for decisive policies in national security
and economic management. [Business World]

The AAP leadership rejected these claims, calling the
defectors traitors and accusing the BJP of orchestrating
the defections through political pressure and
inducements, and indicated it would pursue action
under India’s anti-defection framework. [WION]

India: Informal sector strain clouds
resilient growth outlook amid external
shocks

(dql) India’s near-term growth trajectory remains
broadly intact despite the economic shock from the
U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran, but economists warn that
headline data is obscuring mounting stress in the
country’s large informal economy.

A late-April Reuters survey of 54 economists holds
FY2026/27 GDP growth at 6.7 percent, unchanged from
March estimates and only marginally below the
previous year's 7.0 percent. Growth is expected to
stabilize around 6.8 percent in FY2027/28. However,
projections vary widely, reflecting elevated uncertainty
tied to external shocks and domestic demand
resilience.

The key concern lies beneath the surface: disruptions
linked to higher energy prices and geopolitical
instability are disproportionately affecting the informal
sector, which remains only partially captured in official
GDP metrics. Economists caution that this segment—
critical for employment and consumption—has limited
shock-absorption capacity, raising risks of second-
order effects on jobs and demand that may not
immediately appear in macroeconomic data.

Inflation is forecast to average 4.5 percent, remaining
within the Reserve Bank of India’s target band but
significantly higher than last year, constraining policy
flexibility. The central bank is expected to keep interest
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rates unchanged through end-2027, signaling a
cautious stance amid external volatility.

On the fiscal side, the government's ability to cushion
price pressures—partly through fuel tax cuts—may
come under strain if Middle East tensions persist.
Economists warn of a potential reallocation of
spending from capital expenditure to subsidies, which
would weaken one of the few consistent drivers of
growth amid subdued private investment. [Reuters]

India: Government secures urea import
amid Middle East disruption

(dqgl) The government has moved to secure large-scale
fertilizer imports ahead of the monsoon cropping
season, announcing plans to procure 6.4 million tons
of urea and 1.9 million tons of non-urea nutrients in
response to surging global prices triggered by the US-
Iran conflict escalation.

Despite the external shock, officials stress that
domestic availability significantly exceeds current
demand, with stockpiles well above seasonal norms
due to early procurement and improved logistics. As of
late April, fertilizer inventories stand at roughly 49
percent of projected seasonal requirements—far
higher than the typical one-third benchmark—
indicating a strong supply buffer heading into peak
sowing.

The government has combined imports with steady
domestic output, reporting post-crisis urea production
of 3.54 million tons. Additional global tenders cover
key inputs including diammonium phosphate (DAP),
triple superphosphate, and ammonium sulphate, with
further procurement contingent on demand trends.

Retail prices remain unchanged, with urea and DAP
sold at heavily subsidized rates despite international
prices far exceeding domestic levels. This reflects an
explicit policy to shield farmers from input cost
inflation and maintain agricultural stability during a
volatile geopolitical period. [The Tribune]

India’s urea sector relies heavily on imported LNG,
particularly from Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.
Supply disruptions linked to the Hormuz crisis have
sharply reduced gas availability and raised input costs,
forcing several fertilizer plants to curtail or suspend
operations. Monthly domestic urea output has fallen
from roughly 2.4 million tons to 1.8 million tons—a 25
percent decline—implying an annualized shortfall of
around 7 million tons.
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New Delhi is simultaneously diversifying procurement
channels, including fertilizer imports from Indonesia
and exploring barter-style arrangements with Iran that
could integrate fertilizer into broader commodity
exchanges. [Maritime Gateway] [The Star]

India: Wheat outlook steady despite
weather shocks

(dqgl) The Agriculture Ministry assesses the 2025-26
wheat season as “mixed but resilient,” maintaining
cautious optimism that higher acreage and improved
farm practices will offset localized climate damage and
sustain overall output.

Preliminary estimates place production at 120.2 million
tons, up from 117.9 million tons last year, although this
figure predates late-season hailstorms and unseasonal
rains. A downward revision remains possible, with
procurement trends in key states such as Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan already under
close scrutiny.

Adverse weather—February heat stress, marking the
hottest February in 124 years, and pre-harvest rainfall
—has affected grain filling and quality in some regions.
However, structural gains are expected to cushion
losses, including expanded planting (+0.6 million
hectares), earlier sowing cycles, and faster adoption of
high-yielding, climate-resilient seed varieties. Low pest
incidence and limited weed pressure have further
supported crop conditions.

Early procurement data, including stronger arrivals in
Haryana, suggest that production levels remain
broadly intact on the ground, reinforcing the
government's stability narrative. [The Tribune] [India
Today]

India rises to fifth-largest military
spender amid record global defense
growth

(dql) India ranked as the world's fifth-largest military
spender in 2025, increasing its defense budget by 8.9
percent to USD 92.1 billion, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). [SIPRI]

The rise reflects sustained security pressures, with
SIPRI highlighting a brief but high-intensity India-
Pakistan confrontation in May 2025 involving advanced
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weapons systems. Pakistan’s military spending also
grew by 11 percent to USD 11.9 billion, driven largely
by increased arms procurement from China.

Globally, military expenditure reached a record USD
2.89 trillion, marking the 11th consecutive year of
growth. The five largest spenders—the United States,
China, Russia, Germany, and India—accounted for 58
percent of the total, highlighting the concentration of
military power. Defence spending rose to 2.5 percent
of global GDP, the highest level since 2009.

Regionally, Europe recorded the sharpest increase,
with spending rising 14 percent amid NATO
rearmament and the ongoing war in Ukraine. Asia and
Oceania saw an 8.1 percent rise, led by China's
continued long-term military expansion. US defense
spending declined by 7.5 percent, largely due to
reduced Ukraine-related allocations, while Middle East
recorded only marginal growth. [The New Indian
Express]

India: Next-generation armored platforms
unveiled

(dgl) India’s Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has unveiled two advanced
armored platforms—tracked and wheeled variants—
designed to meet evolving battlefield requirements,
signaling a push toward greater indigenous capability
in land warfare systems.

The platforms feature a domestically designed 30 mm
crewless turret integrated with a 7.62 mm PKT
machine gun and the capability to launch anti-tank
guided missiles. Built for multi-role adaptability, the
systems emphasize enhanced mobility, firepower, and
survivability, including high power-to-weight ratios,
advanced obstacle-crossing performance, amphibious
capability via hydro jets, and modular ballistic
protection rated at STANAG levels 4-5.

Current indigenous content stands at around 65
percent, with plans to raise this to 90 percent,
reflecting India’s defense industrial policy to reduce
reliance on imports. The platforms were developed
within three years through close collaboration
between DRDO and domestic industry partners,
reflecting a more integrated public-private
development model.

The systems are expected to enter user and
development trials shortly, with potential induction
into the Indian Army within three years. [The Week]
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India: Mass Maoist surrender signals
collapse of key insurgent unit

(dgl) Forty-seven cadres of the Communist Party of
India (Maoist), including mid-level commanders and
members of the People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army,
surrendered to Telangana police. The group belonged
to the South Bastar division, a key formation operating
out of Chhattisgarh, central India.

Authorities attribute the surrender to sustained

security pressure and rehabilitation incentives. Police
assess that most remaining leadership in the unit has
been neutralized, leaving the structure near collapse.

The development marks a significant tactical gain,
weakening Maoist capabilities in a core stronghold.
However, broader insurgent resilience and
decentralized networks limit strategic impact beyond
the immediate theatre. [The Tribune]

India: Protests highlight persistent
deadlock in northeastern ethnic conflict

(dqgl) Thousands of demonstrators led by Coordinating
Committee on Manipur Integrity (COCOMI), a civil
society coalition, clashed with police in Imphal—the
capital city of the northeastern state of Manipur—after
being blocked from marching to the chief minister’s
residence.

Security forces used tear gas to disperse protesters
attempting to breach barricades, though a delegation
was later allowed to meet Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
and submit demands. Demonstrators called for justice
over a recent bomb attack that killed two children and
for rehabilitation of internally displaced persons.

COCOMI warned of intensified agitation, citing the
absence of a political resolution since violence erupted
in May 2023. The conflict—primarily between Meitei
and Kuki communities—has left over 260 dead and
displaced thousands. The Meitei and Kuki are two
major ethnic groups in Manipur, with distinct
identities, geographies, and political interests.

The situation remains a significant internal security
challenge with potential spillover effects across India’s
northeast. [The Tribune]
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Maldives: Supreme Court to deliver
verdict on challenge to anti-defection
amendment

(Im) The Supreme Court of the Maldives is scheduled
to deliver its verdict on April 30 in a constitutional case
challenging anti-defection provisions introduced in
November 2024 that allow political parties to unseat
members of parliament.

The amendment was adopted by parliament under
President Mohamed Muizzu's ruling People’s National
Congress (PNC), which holds a supermajority. It
introduced new grounds for loss of parliamentary
seats, including resignation from or expulsion by the
party under which a member was elected, switching
parties, or, in the case of independent members,
joining a political party.

The case was filed a by a former member of
parliament, who seeks to annul the provisions. The
Maldivian Democratic Party, the main opposition party,
intervened in the case, supporting anti-defection
measures in principle but opposing provisions allowing
parties to remove members through expulsion.

Proceedings were disrupted in March 2025 when the
Judicial Service Commission, the body responsible for
judicial oversight, suspended three Supreme Court
justices following the opening of an investigation by
the Anti-Corruption Commission. The suspensions
prevented the court from meeting the quorum
required to hear constitutional cases. One of the
suspended judges resigned later in March 2025,
alleging interference in the judiciary, while the
remaining two were dismissed by parliament in May
2025 after misconduct proceedings.

Hearings resumed after the bench was reconstituted,
with the last session held on April 9. [The Sun]

Maldives: Long-standing leadership
contest within main opposition party
enters new phase

(Im) The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), the
Maldives’ main opposition party, has opened
applications for its chairperson election until May 2,
with voting scheduled for June 12, moving an already
long-unfolding leadership contest into its formal
nomination phase. [The Sun 1]
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The contest unfolds within a long-standing internal
division between factions associated with former
presidents Mohamed Nasheed and Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih. These tensions, rooted in disagreements over
party control, governance, and constitutional direction,
intensified during Solih’s presidency (2018-2023) and
culminated in a party split in 2023, when lawmakers
aligned with Nasheed broke away to form a separate
political party.

In recent months, particularly since Nasheed formally
returned to the MDP in June 2025 following the
reintegration of his breakaway political movement,
these divisions have resurfaced and gradually
intensified. The chairmanship became vacant after
former economic minister Fayyaz Ismail resigned on
November 23, 2025, after which lawmaker Abdul
Ghafoor Moosa was appointed acting chairman. His
appointment was supported by figures aligned with
the Solih faction, although it initially also reflected a
broader intra-party accommodation following Fayyaz's
resignation.

By early April, however, tensions escalated again into a
leadership confrontation. A no-confidence effort
targeting Ghafoor emerged from within the party’s
National Council, backed by figures aligned with Fayyaz
and Nasheed, but was subsequently withdrawn
following internal negotiations, indicating a temporary
accommodation while leaving underlying divisions
unresolved.

Against this backdrop, Nasheed—co-founder of the
MDP and the Maldives' first democratically elected
president (2008-2012)—announced on April 19 that he
will contest the chairmanship. He aligned with Fayyaz,
whom he has endorsed as a potential presidential
candidate for 2028. Their camp has positioned the
contest as a platform for broader political change,
including proposals to amend the Constitution,
separate the roles of head of state and head of
government, strengthen institutional oversight, and
move toward a more parliamentary system. [AIR No.
16, April/2026, 3]

More recently, Nasheed has explicitly linked control of
the party through the chairmanship to future national
leadership. At campaign events, including a rally in
Addu City on April 25, both Nasheed and Fayyaz
argued that internal party restructuring is a
prerequisite for implementing these reforms. Support
for this alignment has also been expressed by local
political figures, including the mayor of Addu City, who
described Nasheed's return to party leadership and his
endorsement of Fayyaz as an important step for
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strengthening the party’s political direction. [The Sun 2]
[The Sun 3] [The Sun 4] [The Sun 5]

In parallel, the faction associated with Solih-era
leadership structures has coalesced around Meekail
Ahmed Naseem, the member of parliament for South
Galolhu, who has received coordinated backing from
the MDP's parliamentary group. The endorsement
followed campaign activity across more than 100
islands during the recent local council elections, with
supporters presenting Meekail as closely aligned with
grassroots party structures. [The Sun 6]

The division between these camps has extended into
the conduct of the election itself. The introduction of a
membership cutoff date limiting voting eligibility has
drawn criticism from party figures and legal observers,
while the head of the MDP Appeals Judicial Council—
the body responsible for overseeing party elections—
has challenged the announced timeline, stating that it
was issued without the council’s involvement. [The Sun
7]

At the same time, the dispute has been further
intensified by a rapid increase in party membership
driven by Nasheed's supporters, with figures rising
from roughly 44,000 to around 50,000 within a short
period, alongside accusations that the cutoff is
intended to influence the outcome. [The Sun 8]

Crucially, these intraparty dynamics are unfolding
alongside intensified political mobilization. The MDP
has organized sustained protests in Malé following the
April 4 local council elections and referendum, in which
the ruling People’s National Congress suffered a
setback and voters rejected the government-backed
proposal to synchronize presidential and
parliamentary elections. Nasheed has called for
continued demonstrations until President Mohamed
Muizzu engages in negotiations on proposed reforms,
describing the referendum outcome as reflecting
declining public trust in the administration. [The Sun 9]
[The Sun 10]

Political tensions have also extended into direct
confrontation. During a rally in Malé, Malé City Mayor
Adam Azim was reportedly targeted in an attempted
attack, which he alleged had been orchestrated by the
government. The administration rejected the claim,
stating that there was no evidence to support it, while
confirming that law enforcement launched an
investigation after video footage of the incident
circulated publicly. [The Sun 11]
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Maldives: Ruling party signals governance
shift while consolidating control and
preparing for by-election

(Im) The ruling People’s National Congress (PNC)—the
party of President Mohamed Muizzu—has signaled an
upcoming transition into what it describes as a more
substantive phase of governance, while taking steps to
consolidate its political position amid increasing
competition from the opposition.

Speaking at a rally following a local council election
victory, PNC lawmaker Ibrahim Shujau stated that the
party’s “true governance” phase is approaching,
arguing that earlier delays in policy delivery were partly
due to the need to service inherited debt obligations
from the previous administration of the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), led by former president
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih. He said the government had
repaid approximately USD 925 million in liabilities
within a short period, which had constrained its ability
to accelerate development projects.

Shujau framed the next phase as one of tangible policy
delivery, pointing to improvements in access to foreign
currency, essential goods, and medical supplies, as
well as revenue generation through maritime
bunkering operations. At the same time, he criticized
the opposition MDP and its reform agenda led by
former president Mohamed Nasheed, a co-founder of
the MDP and a central opposition figure, and former
economic minister Fayyaz Ismail, portraying their
proposals for systemic change as destabilizing and
economically unsustainable. [The Sun 1]

Parallel to this messaging, the ruling party has
undertaken changes within key state institutions.
Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim was removed from two
of parliament’s most influential committees—the
Public Accounts Committee and the Security Services
Committee—according to updates reflected on the
parliament’s official website, although no formal
announcement was made during the parliamentary
sitting he presided over. He remains a member of the
State-Owned Enterprises Committee. [The Sun 2]

At the same time, the PNC has expanded its political
base through defections. Former lawmaker Abdullah
Jabir—who has previously been affiliated with multiple
parties, including the MDP and the Jumhooree Party,
and who once served as a political advisor to Nasheed
—has joined the ruling party after participating in its
campaign activities during recent local elections. Jabir
described the move as reflecting confidence in the
government's direction under President Muizzu and
denied allegations that his decision was linked to
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financial concessions, stating that any outstanding
matters would be resolved through legal processes.
[The Sun 3]

In parallel, the PNC is preparing for a parliamentary by-
election in the North Hithadhoo constituency. The
party has selected former lawmaker Mohamed Sinan
as its candidate after he secured the nomination
through an internal primary. The seat became vacant
after the Supreme Court ruled that Sinan had lost his
mandate due to non-payment of a loan of MVR 3.8
million (approximately USD 110,000) owed to Maldives
Islamic Bank. [The Sun 4]

Maldives: Cabinet approvals and SOE
probe follow restructuring drive after
April political setback

(Im) The government of the Maldives is advancing
restructuring measures across the executive and state-
owned enterprises following a significant political
setback on April 4, when the ruling People’s National
Congress (PNC), which holds a parliamentary
supermajority, lost ground in local council elections
and saw its proposal to synchronize presidential and
parliamentary elections rejected in a referendum.

As part of these adjustments, the Government
Oversight Committee of the People’s Majlis, the
Maldives’ parliament, unanimously approved 14
ministerial nominees on April 27 following a cabinet
reshuffle carried out by President Mohamed Muizzu in
the wake of the local council elections [see AIR No. 16,
April/2026, 3]. The nominations were submitted by the
President and referred to the committee for review,
with full parliamentary votes required for formal
confirmation. [The Sun 1]

The reshuffle, implemented on April 14, involved the
resignation of 10 ministers, the merging and
consolidation of ministries, and a reduction in cabinet
size from 20 to 15 members. The President recently
stated that the changes were intended to downsize the
government and reduce costs, emphasizing that not all
ministers were removed due to poor performance.
[The Sun 2]

In parallel, the government has ordered an
investigation into allegations that Maldives Airports
Company Limited (MACL), a state-owned airport
operator, employs individuals who receive salaries
without performing work, following the circulation of a
leaked list naming 85 such employees.
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President Muizzu stated that no official report had
been presented to him but confirmed that relevant
authorities have been instructed to investigate. The
allegations, which emerged in early April, have drawn
public criticism, while MACL's managing director
rejected the accuracy of the list but acknowledged that
some employees work remotely and that the company
employs over 5,000 staff.

The developments take place within a broader effort to
restructure state-owned enterprises. The Ministry of
Finance has instructed the Privatization and
Corporatization Board, the body overseeing state-
owned companies, to reduce staffing levels by 33
percent and implement performance-based reforms
across the sector. MACL, one of the largest state-
owned companies, also carries the highest reported
debt, estimated at MVR 13 billion (USD 221 million).
[The Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

Maldives: Opposition bill seeks to restore
atoll councils after constitutional
amendment

(Im) A lawmaker from the main opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) has submitted a bill to reverse
a constitutional amendment mandating the dissolution
of Atoll Councils, citing public opposition to related
governance changes.

The amendment, passed in November by Parliament—
where the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC)
holds a supermajority—and ratified in December by
President and PNC leader Mohamed Muizzu, provides
for the dissolution of Atoll Councils—elected local
government bodies at the administrative division level
—at the end of their current term in May. The
government has argued the move would reduce costs
and reallocate resources to Island Councils.

The proposed bill argues that removing Atoll Councils
undermines the decentralization framework
established in 2010 and was introduced without
sufficient analysis. It also cites results from a recent
public opinion poll showing 68.74 percent of
respondents opposed a separate government-backed
electoral reform, presenting this as indicative of
broader public resistance to changes in the
administrative system.

The opposition has previously warned that dissolving
Atoll Councils could shift authority to centrally
controlled or unelected bodies. In line with the
amendment, responsibilities previously held by Atoll
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Councils have been transferred to the Local
Government Authority, which oversees local
governance and is establishing regional offices. The
changes have also drawn legal criticism, including
arguments that transferring administrative authority to
unelected entities may conflict with constitutional
provisions governing local governance structures. [The
Sun]

In parallel, another MDP lawmaker has criticized the
government's legislative approach during debate on
amendments to the Fisheries Act, warning that
changes made without stakeholder consultation are
leading to significant financial losses. He stated that
repeated and unilateral legal changes—particularly in
complex sectors such as fisheries—risk undermining
implementation and costing the state billions of
Maldivian rufiyaa. The bill's sponsor has argued that
the proposed fisheries amendments aim to strengthen
marine resource protection and address illegal fishing,
while the MDP lawmaker emphasized the need for
consultation with stakeholders and experts to ensure
sustainable and cost-effective policy outcomes. [The
sun]

Maldives: Anti-corruption commission
launches new reform plan amid criticism
over enforcement record

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has
launched its five-year strategic plan focusing on
institutional reform, oversight of state-owned
enterprises, and prevention of political corruption. The
plan is being introduced against a backdrop of
sustained public criticism over the Commission’s
performance. Despite its mandate to investigate
corruption, the ACC has faced repeated allegations of
inaction in major cases, with critics questioning its
effectiveness and independence despite successive
reform initiatives. [The Sun]

Maldives: Attorney General to appeal high
court ruling awarding 12 years’ salary to
dismissed police officer

(Im) The Attorney General's Office will appeal a recent
High Court ruling requiring the state to pay 12 years of
salary and allowances to Inspector of Police Ahmed
Shiyam, dismissed in 2014, citing inconsistency with
statutory compensation limits.
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Shiyam, then Commander of the North Police Division,
was removed over alleged abuse of office. His initial
challenge at the Civil Court failed, but after refiling in
2019 and subsequent appeal, the High Court earlier
this month found the dismissal procedurally deficient,
citing the absence of evidence that the Police
Disciplinary Board conducted a proper investigation. It
ordered reinstatement with full back pay.

Officials said existing law caps compensation in such
cases at six months' salary and allowances. [The Sun]

Maldives: Police search media outlet and
seize editor’s passport over documentary
on President

(Im) Police in the Maldives conducted a court-
authorized search of the office of Adhadhu, a local
independent media outlet, on April 27 and seized the
passport of its chief editor as part of an investigation
linked to a documentary containing allegations against
President Mohamed Muizzu.

The documentary, titled “Aisha” and published on
March 28, is based on an interview with an anonymous
individual who alleges a personal and sexual
relationship with the President during her time
working in the President’s Office. The President has
publicly rejected the claims as false.

Police entered the newsroom under a court order and
searched equipment in connection with an ongoing
criminal investigation, although authorities have not
disclosed the specific legal basis of the case. In a
parallel measure, the Criminal Court ordered the
seizure of the chief editor’s passport, requiring him to
remain in the Maldives until May 26, citing the need to
ensure his availability for investigation by the Serious
and Organized Crime Investigation Department, a
police unit handling major criminal cases.

The President’s Office stated that the President did not
file a complaint against the outlet, amid public
questions over the origin of the case. Officials declined
to comment further, citing the ongoing investigation.

The developments have triggered political and media
reactions. The Maldivian Democratic Party, the main
opposition party, and the Maldives Journalists
Association expressed concern over the police action,
while journalists staged protests outside the outlet's
office. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2] [Adhadhu]
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In a separate, yet related development, the Maldives
Media and Broadcasting Commission, the country’s
media regulator established under broadcasting law,
ordered Channel 13 not to broadcast live the nightly
protests organized by the People’s National Front, an
opposition party led by former President Abdulla
Yameen. The protests have included calls for the
resignation of President Muizzu. The regulator cited
repeated violations of a required 60-second broadcast
delay—a standard safeguard intended to prevent the
live transmission of unlawful or unverified content—
and instructed the channel to suspend live coverage
until the investigation is completed. [The Sun 3]

Both developments follows earlier tensions over media
regulation, including the passage in September 2025 of
legislation expanding government authority over the
media, which drew criticism from journalists and press
freedom advocates.

Maldives: Government advances legal
reforms on workplace misconduct and
bullying

(Im) The government of the Maldives is advancing legal
reforms targeting workplace harassment procedures
and bullying, while concerns persist over weak
enforcement of existing laws on domestic and gender-
based violence.

Amendments to the Prevention of Abuse and
Harassment Act, an existing legal framework governing
harassment cases, have been submitted to strengthen
procedures for handling workplace sexual misconduct.
The bill introduces timelines for investigations,
requiring workplace committees to resolve cases
within 60 days, extendable by 30 days, and to
communicate disciplinary decisions within five days.
Committees would also be authorized to suspend
accused individuals with pay during investigations.
Their composition would be revised to ensure a
minimum of three members, an odd-number
structure, and gender representation, while oversight
of committee formation would shift from the Human
Rights Commission.

For uniformed services, including police and military
personnel, the bill proposes that cases be submitted
directly to the Civil Court and subject to higher
investigative standards, reflecting their role as state
actors exercising public authority. [The Sun 1]

In parallel, the government is drafting legislation to
criminalize bullying, with a framework expected to
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define bullying as a criminal offense and establish
preventive and enforcement measures across schools,
workplaces, healthcare settings, and service
environments, including provisions on cyberbullying.
[The Sun 2]

These legislative efforts take place against a backdrop
of continued concerns that domestic and gender-
based violence remains prevalent despite existing
laws. Observers attribute this to weak enforcement,
limited effectiveness and independence of workplace
and institutional mechanisms, and persistent social
norms that discourage reporting and treat abuse as a
private matter. [The Sun 3]

Maldives: Reported child abuse cases rise
to 92 in March

(Im) The Ministry of Social and Family Development
recorded 92 child abuse cases in March, up from 74 in
February, indicating a month-on-month increase in
reported incidents. In parallel, the ministry reported 50
cases of gender-based violence and domestic abuse
during the same period. Physical assault was the most
common category, accounting for 24 cases, followed
by 12 cases of psychological and verbal abuse, all
involving female victims. [The Sun]

Maldives: Middle East war drives cost
increases and delays infrastructure
projects

(Im) The government of the Maldives is adjusting
infrastructure project timelines in response to rising
costs and supply disruptions caused by the ongoing
war in the Middle East, while maintaining that essential
supplies and project implementation will continue.

Housing Minister Abdullah Muthalib stated that
increased oil prices and difficulties in securing
construction materials are affecting multiple sectors,
including dredging and port construction. He said
projects are being slowed and timelines revised to
manage cost pressures, while the government seeks to
continue implementation in a cost-effective manner.

These developments follow earlier indications from the
Ministry of Finance that some projects may be
suspended to reduce expenditure, with additional
borrowing potentially required. The government has
allocated MVR 9.2 billion (USD 598 million) in capital
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spending for infrastructure this year, of which MVR
1.08 billion (USD 70 million) has been spent to date.
[The Sun 1]

At the same time, the government has emphasized
that the Maldives will maintain access to fuel and
essential goods despite global supply pressures.
Officials stated that continued support from “friendly
countries” will help ensure stable supply, while
domestic measures are being implemented to mitigate
the impact of rising prices on households.

The government is also advancing longer-term
measures, including plans to relocate Malé’s main
commercial port to Thilafushi, an industrial island near
the capital, to improve logistics and support economic
resilience. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Government settles USD 56.1
million in contractor arrears amid
continued uncertainty over total
liabilities

(Im) The government of the Maldives has settled MVR
3.3 billion (USD 56.1 million) in outstanding payments
to private contractors between November 1, 2025, and
April 26, according to President Mohamed Muizzu.

The payments, largely made to pharmaceutical
suppliers and related companies, form part of a
broader effort to clear domestic and external
obligations. The President also confirmed the
settlement of a USD 500 million sukuk and a USD 400
million currency swap during the same period.

An additional MVR 250 million (USD 4.25 million) in
outstanding payments is expected to be cleared within
the current week.

Despite these repayments, the total value of
government arrears to private contractors remains
undisclosed. The administration has declined to
release the figure, including through Right to
Information requests. Estimates cited by a former
President suggest that total outstanding liabilities may
exceed MVR 14 billion (USD 238 million), although this
has not been officially confirmed. [The Sun]

Maldives: Irregular migrant share falls to
38 percent as deportation phase expands
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(Im) The share of irregular migrants in the Maldives has
declined from 72 percent to 38 percent following a
government crackdown, with authorities preparing to
launch an expanded deportation phase targeting all
undocumented workers.

Homeland Security Minister Ali lhusan stated that
when “Operation Kurangi”—a biometric registration
and enforcement initiative—began in May 2024,
approximately 148,417 migrants lacked valid work
permits or documentation. Since then, the proportion
of migrants in compliance with legal and
documentation requirements has increased from
about 29 percent to 62 percent.

The Maldives, with a total population of around
500,000 according to the 2022 census, hosts over
130,000 migrant workers, accounting for roughly one-
quarter of the population, with the actual figure likely
higher due to undocumented residents.

Authorities have collected biometric data, including
fingerprints, from over 206,000 migrants, with around
2,933 individuals yet to be registered. These individuals
have been identified by immigration authorities.

The third phase of Operation Kurangi is set to begin on
May 2 and will run for one year. During this period,
authorities will identify, detain, and deport irregular
migrants. Officials stated that enforcement will apply
to all undocumented individuals, including those with
unpaid visa fees, who will be subject to immediate
deportation if encountered by law enforcement. [The
Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Nepal: Government drafts federal civil
service law to operationalize federal
system

(Im) Nepal's government has drafted a new Federal
Civil Service Bill, marking a renewed attempt to
establish the administrative framework required to
implement the country’s federal system introduced
under the 2015 constitution. The move comes less
than a month after the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP)
—a relatively new, reform-oriented party that emerged
on an anti-establishment platform—secured a strong
parliamentary majority in the March 5 elections,
bringing Prime Minister Balendra Shah to power.

The absence of such legislation has prevented
provinces from forming their own civil services since
federal restructuring began after the 2017 elections,
leaving key aspects of intergovernmental
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administration unresolved. Previous attempts to pass a
similar law in 2017, 2022, and 2024-2025 failed, most
recently after the dissolution of parliament in
September 2025, causing the bill to lapse along with
other pending legislation.

The new draft introduces a comprehensive
restructuring of the civil service across federal,
provincial, and local levels. It formally establishes
provincial civil services, defines administrative
hierarchies, and sets out coordination mechanisms
between the three tiers of government. During a five-
year transition period, the federal government will
continue to deploy senior officials to provinces and
local governments before full decentralization takes
effect.

The bill proposes raising the retirement age for civil
servants from 58 to 60 years, while lowering the upper
age limit for entry into the civil service to 32 years for
men and 35 years for women, down from the current
limits of 35 and 40 respectively. It also introduces
lateral entry into senior positions, including at the
secretary level, allowing external candidates to be
appointed based on performance-based assessments.

Structurally, the draft defines service levels across
government tiers, with provincial civil services covering
positions up to the 12th level (senior joint secretary
equivalent), while higher-level positions such as
provincial chief secretaries will be filled by top-tier
federal officials. Local governments will have tiered
staffing structures depending on administrative level,
and federal authorities will retain a central role in
assigning key administrative officers during the
transition phase.

The bill introduces significant governance reforms
aimed at professionalizing the civil service. It abolishes
long-standing employee trade unions—arguing they
have become politicized—and prohibits civil servants
from engaging in political activity, with violations
leading to dismissal. It also strengthens conflict-of-
interest rules and introduces a two-year “cooling-off”
period before retired officials can be appointed to
constitutional, diplomatic, or other government
positions.

A results-based performance evaluation system will be
implemented, incorporating service delivery outcomes
and feedback from citizens. Oversight mechanisms
include the creation of a Civil Service Board
responsible for transfers, postings, and career
management up to the under-secretary level,
alongside stricter tenure rules and a digitized transfer



system. Employees refusing postings in remote areas
will face restrictions on promotion.

Additional provisions regulate inter-ministerial
transfers, introduce rotation requirements to ensure
exposure to different administrative functions, and
establish a centralized system to verify eligibility for
reservation quotas in recruitment. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Proposed parliamentary rules raise
concerns over potential override of
federal law

(Im) A draft of new House of Representatives
regulations has raised legal and political concerns after
proposing that parliamentary rules could take
precedence over federal law in matters concerning
lawmakers and parliamentary functioning.

The draft, prepared by a parliamentary committee and
submitted to the Speaker, includes a provision stating
that House rules would carry the force of federal law
and prevail over existing legislation in matters related
to the House, its committees, and its members. It
further specifies that the tenure and privileges of
lawmakers cannot be curtailed by other laws,
regardless of their presence in the House.

The proposal follows earlier disputes involving ruling
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) leader Rabi
Lamichhane, who was previously suspended from
Parliament after being charged in connection with
cooperative fraud and money laundering cases. At the
time, parliamentary rules did not explicitly prohibit
participation by lawmakers not in custody, but the
Speaker had upheld the application of federal law in
suspending him. The new draft reflects a position
previously advanced by Lamichhane’s party that
parliamentary rules should govern such matters.

The RSP currently holds a strong parliamentary
majority following the March 5 elections, and the
drafting committee was led by one of its lawmakers.
The Speaker, who received the draft, is affiliated with
the party but has formally resigned from party
membership. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Home Minister resigns amid
investigation into financial dealings
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(Im) Nepal's Home Minister Sudan Gurung has
resigned less than a month after taking office under
Prime Minister Balendra Shah, following growing
scrutiny over his financial dealings and alleged links to
a businessman under investigation for money
laundering.

Gurung was appointed on March 27 after rising to
prominence during the youth-led “Gen Z" protest
movement, which called for stronger action on
corruption, accountability, and governance reform.
Following his appointment, he stated that he would
pursue corruption cases without exception. During his
short tenure, Gurung took several high-profile steps,
including calling for the arrest of senior political figures
in connection with earlier protest-related
investigations. Some of these actions later faced legal
challenges, and several detainees were released by
court orders. Gurung also publicly commented on the
role of the judiciary in these cases.

The controversy centers on Gurung's reported
shareholdings in micro-insurance companies, which
were not fully reflected in his asset declaration, as well
as alleged financial links to businessman Deepak
Bhatta. Questions have also been raised about the
source of funds used for these investments. Additional
scrutiny has focused on the timing of deposits
preceding share purchases and financial transactions
involving individuals reportedly under regulatory
attention for large transactions. Gurung has stated
that his investments were financed through loans and
that share ownership does not imply business
partnerships.

He announced his resignation stating that he stepped
down to ensure an impartial investigation and avoid
any conflict of interest. The government is preparing to
form a parliamentary committee to investigate the
allegations, while the prime minister is expected to
assume the home ministry portfolio on an interim
basis. Gurung's resignation marks the second
ministerial exit from the current government, following
the earlier removal of another minister in April over a
separate conduct-related issue. [The Kathmandu Post
1] [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Traditional parties begin
restructuring in wake of major electoral
defeat

(Im) Nepal's established political parties have entered a
phase of internal restructuring and leadership review
following a major electoral shift in the March 5
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parliamentary elections, which brought the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP)—a relatively new, reform-
oriented political party that emerged in recent years on
an anti-establishment platform—to power with a
strong majority under Prime Minister Balendra Shah.

The election significantly reduced the parliamentary
strength of traditional parties. The Nepali Congress,
Nepal's oldest democratic party and previously the
largest political force, now holds 38 seats, while the
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)
(CPN-UML), the party that led the government coalition
prior to the dissolution of Parliament's lower house in
September 2025, and the Nepali Communist Party, led
by former Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal and
formed through a merger of left factions, were
reduced to 25 and 17 seats respectively.

In response, the Nepali Congress has launched a
nationwide organizational overhaul, including internal
reviews across all provinces, membership renewal
campaigns, and preparations for a general convention
scheduled for October. The party is also considering
reforms to its candidate selection process, including
the introduction of primary-style internal elections.

As part of this restructuring process, the party has also
resolved a key internal leadership issue by electing
Bhishma Raj Angdembe as leader of its parliamentary
party. The appointment, confirmed unopposed on
April 27, followed earlier internal divisions and
competing claims among senior figures, with the
outcome reflecting a negotiated consensus across
major party factions. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The CPN-UML has similarly begun internal reviews
following its electoral losses, with discussions focusing
on leadership accountability, organizational
restructuring, and future political strategy. The party is
collecting feedback from lower-level structures and
preparing policy and mobilization initiatives.

The Nepali Communist Party is preparing for a general
convention aimed at restructuring leadership and
completing the integration of previously merged party
organizations. It has outlined timelines for
organizational consolidation and membership
expansion ahead of the convention.

Regionally based parties, particularly those
representing the Madhesh region—a southern region
of Nepal with strong identity-based political
movements linked to ethnic and regional
representation—have also begun restructuring efforts
after failing to secure seats in the federal parliament.
These parties are exploring internal consolidation and
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potential alliances while attempting to rebuild
grassroots support.

Other parties, including the Rastriya Prajatantra Party,
a conservative political party that advocates the
restoration of the constitutional monarchy and a
greater role for Hindu state identity, are facing internal
pressure to hold leadership conventions. Smaller
groups such as the Rastriya Janamorcha, a leftist party
known for its opposition to federalism and emphasis
on nationalist issues, have indicated plans to shift
toward street-based political mobilization after failing
to secure parliamentary representation. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Government recalls Hong Kong
consul over support to fugitive former
prime minister and spouse

(Im) Nepal's government has recalled its Consul
General in Hong Kong after determining that he
provided support to former Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba and his spouse Arzu Rana Deuba, who
are currently on the run following the issuance of
arrest warrants.

The Kathmandu District Court issued warrants against
the couple on April 9 at the request of the Department
of Money Laundering Investigation, after which they
were placed on the fugitive list.

Officials say the consul general hosted and assisted the
Deubas after their arrival in Hong Kong from Singapore
in April despite the active warrants. A cabinet decision
has instructed him to report to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs within 20 days.

Sher Bahadur Deuba—a five-time prime minister—and
Arzu Rana Deuba, who served as foreign minister from
July 2024 to September 2025, remain abroad as
investigations continue. Authorities have frozen assets
registered in their names and those of family
members, while no Interpol Red Notice has been
issued to date. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Police arrest former minister in
public procurement hacking case

(Im) Nepal Police have arrested former minister Bikram
Pandey in connection with an investigation into the
hacking of the public procurement system and alleged
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manipulation of tender details. Pandey—vice-chair of
the Rastriya Prajatantra Party, a monarchist and
conservative political party—was taken into custody by
the Central Investigation Bureau, the police unit
responsible for serious and complex crimes. The arrest
forms part of an ongoing probe into irregularities in
government tender processes, with six individuals
already detained in connection with unauthorized
access to procurement systems and tampering with
bidding information. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Conflict victims press new
government for credible transitional
justice reforms

(Im) Victims of Nepal's 1996-2006 Maoist insurgency—
a conflict that killed over 13,000 people and involved
widespread human rights abuses—have called on the
government of Prime Minister Balendra Shah, who
assumed office in late March with strong parliamentary
backing, to take credible action on transitional justice
after nearly two decades of stalled accountability.

In a joint appeal, victims’ groups urged the government
to prioritize truth-seeking, prosecutions, and
reparations, warning that these issues remain largely
unresolved despite repeated political commitments
since the 2006 peace agreement. They criticized
successive administrations for politicizing the process
and failing to deliver results, noting that tens of
thousands of cases of killings, disappearances, and
other serious violations remain unaddressed.

The appeal comes as Shah's government has
positioned itself as reform-oriented and anti-
establishment, following growing public dissatisfaction
with entrenched political practices. Notably, victims
argued that, despite this political shift, transitional
justice has again been sidelined in the new
government's policy agenda, raising concerns that the
pattern of inaction may continue.

They pointed in particular to longstanding problems
with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the
Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons—state bodies established in 2015 to
investigate conflict-era abuses—which have been
widely criticized for political interference, lack of
transparency, and failure to produce meaningful
outcomes.

Victims also warned that existing legal provisions risk
limiting prosecutions or reducing penalties for serious
violations, potentially entrenching impunity. They


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-qj/

called for legal reforms, new independent
commissions, and meaningful victim participation,
stressing that continued delays could deepen public
frustration and contribute to renewed unrest. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Amnesty warns of shrinking civic
space amid stalled justice and rising
restrictions

(Im) Freedom of expression and space for dissent in
Nepal have weakened, according to a new report by
Amnesty International, which highlights a broader
pattern of increasing restrictions alongside long-
standing failures in accountability for past abuses.

Covering developments in 2025, the report states that
laws and state practices are increasingly being used to
curb dissent, including limits on peaceful protest and
expression. It warns that these trends align with a
wider global pattern of growing authoritarian practices,
including the use of digital tools and social media
regulation to restrict critical voices.

Amnesty also identifies Nepal's unresolved transitional
justice process—Ilinked to the 1996-2006 Maoist
insurgency—as a central structural issue. Despite the
establishment of legal frameworks and commissions,
progress has remained limited and insufficiently
focused on victims, with rights to truth, justice, and
reparations still largely unmet nearly two decades after
the conflict. The report warns that this continued
inaction reinforces a culture of impunity and remains a
point of international scrutiny.

Beyond civil liberties, the report highlights broader
human rights concerns, including overcrowded prisons
and inadequate protections for detainees, persistent
caste-based discrimination and gender-based violence,
and ongoing disputes over indigenous land rights. It
also points to continued exploitation of Nepali migrant
workers abroad, including cases of fraud and
workplace abuse. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government establishes revolving
fund mechanism to repay deposits in
troubled cooperatives

(Im) Nepal's government has established a legal and
administrative framework to return deposits held in
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financially distressed cooperative institutions through
a newly created revolving fund mechanism.

The framework implements a Cabinet decision of
March 27 and is anchored in existing policy
commitments and a January Supreme Court order
requiring the state to ensure repayment to small
depositors. The fund will be managed by the
Problematic Cooperative Management Committee, a
state body tasked with overseeing distressed
cooperative institutions.

The mechanism is designed to repay deposits of up to
NPR 500,000 (USD 3,650) per depositor. Initial funding
of NPR 250 million (USD 1.8 million) has been allocated
in the current fiscal year, with additional funding to be
determined based on overall repayment needs. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government appoints new Armed
Police Force chief ahead of leadership
transition

(Im) Nepal's government has appointed Narayan Dutta
Poudel as the new head of the Armed Police Force
(APF), the country’s paramilitary force responsible for
border security and internal stability operations, ahead
of a scheduled leadership transition.

A Cabinet decision on April 27 promoted Poudel from
the rank of Additional Inspector General to Inspector
General, the highest position within the force. He is set
to assume office on May 1, coinciding with the
mandatory retirement of the current chief, Raju Aryal,
after completing a four-year tenure.

Poudel was selected over another Additional Inspector
General, Banshi Raj Dahal, in a process based on
seniority within the organization. He had been
promoted to Additional Inspector General earlier than
Dahal and currently headed the Administration and
Human Resource Department.

Poudel joined Nepal Police in 1998 and was
transferred to the Armed Police Force in 2001 following
its establishment. Under the existing 30-year service
limit, his tenure as chief is expected to run until March
31, 2028, if unchanged.

The appointment comes despite earlier
recommendations by a commission led by former
judge Gauri Bahadur Karki for departmental action
against Poudel in connection with incidents during the
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mass you-led protests in September 2025, which led to
the dissolution of Parliament. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Army warns of legal action over
misleading content

(Im) The Nepali Army has warned of legal action
against individuals spreading false or misleading
information targeting the institution and its leadership,
amid what it describes as a recent increase in
fabricated narratives circulating across media and
social platforms. In a statement, the army said such
content risks creating public confusion and
undermining trust, adding that it is actively monitoring
these activities and that those responsible will face
action under existing laws. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: IMF board to consider USD 1.2
billion disbursement as external financing
and restructuring measures advance

(Im) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is expected
to convene its Executive Board in the coming weeks to
consider a disbursement of approximately USD 1.2
billion to Pakistan under its ongoing loan programs,
following a staff-level agreement reached in March.

The agreement covers two facilities: the Extended Fund
Facility (EFF), a USD 7 billion program running over 37
months, and the Resilience and Sustainability Facility
(RSF), a USD 1.4 billion arrangement over 28 months.
Subject to board approval, Pakistan would receive
about USD 1 billion under the EFF and USD 210 million
under the RSF, bringing total disbursements under
both programs to approximately USD 4.5 billion. The
IMF has not confirmed a specific date for the board
meeting, although earlier reports suggested a possible
session in early May.

Both programs are central to Pakistan’s economic
stabilization strategy, aimed at addressing structural
imbalances and reducing vulnerability to external
shocks. The IMF has noted some improvement in
macroeconomic stability but warned that the ongoing
war in the Middle East could negatively affect
Pakistan's outlook through higher energy prices,
inflationary pressure, and tighter global financial
conditions. [Arab News 1]

In parallel to these developments, Pakistan has
approved PKR 5.985 billion (USD 21.5 million) in
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funding for Pakistan International Airlines (PIA)—the
state-owned national carrier—as part of preparations
for its ongoing privatization. The privatization of PIA
forms part of broader reform commitments under the
IMF-supported program, which includes efforts to
reduce fiscal losses from state-owned enterprises and
improve overall economic efficiency. [Arab News 2]

Separately, Pakistan has completed the repayment of
USD 3.45 billion in deposits to the United Arab
Emirates, meeting a key end-of-the-month deadline
under bilateral financing arrangements. The
repayment was carried out in two stages, with USD
2.45 billion repaid earlier in April and a final USD 1
billion transferred on April 23.

The deposits originated from multiple tranches
extended over time, including USD 2 billion provided in
2018 and rolled over annually, an additional USD 1
billion extended in 2023, and an earlier USD 450
million facility dating back to 1996-1997.

The repayment comes alongside broader external
financing flows, including USD 3 billion in financial
support received from Saudi Arabia in April, and takes
place within the framework of Pakistan's IMF-
supported program. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Central bank raises policy rate
for first time in three years as inflation
risks increase

(Im) Pakistan’s central bank, the State Bank of Pakistan,
has raised its key policy rate by 100 basis points to 11.5
percent, marking the first increase in nearly three
years amid rising inflation risks linked to global energy
markets.

The decision follows a prolonged easing cycle, during
which the policy rate had been reduced from a peak of
22 percent since June 2024. The latest adjustment
comes as higher oil prices—driven by the ongoing war
in the Middle East—are expected to feed into domestic
inflation.

Consumer price inflation reached 7.3 percent year-on-
year in March, exceeding the central bank’s target
range of 5 to 7 percent, with projections indicating
further upward pressure in the coming months. The
central bank cited elevated global energy prices,
increased freight and insurance costs, and ongoing
supply chain disruptions as key external drivers. [Arab
News 1]
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At the same time, business sentiment has
deteriorated, reflecting the broader economic impact
of rising energy costs and regional tensions. A
nationwide survey conducted in the first quarter of
2026 indicates that sentiment has turned negative
across key indicators, including current performance
and future expectations. Inflation was identified as the
primary concern by 37 percent of firms, followed by
rising fuel and energy costs, with a majority of
companies reporting increased operating expenses.

Expectations have weakened significantly, with 57
percent of firms anticipating a deterioration in
economic conditions and 76 percent warning that the
outlook could worsen further if tensions in the Middle
East persist. Overall confidence indicators have
declined sharply compared with the previous quarter,
pointing to increasing uncertainty and weakening
business momentum. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: ADB backs final link in north-
south motorway corridor

(Im) Pakistan has signed an agreement with the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to develop key sections of
the M6 Hyderabad-Sukkur Motorway, completing a
critical missing segment in the country’s north-south
transport corridor linking Karachi in the south with
Peshawar in the north. The corridor is considered
strategically important for domestic economic
integration as well as regional connectivity within
South Asia.

The agreement builds on ongoing ADB engagement in
Pakistan's transport sector, including earlier support
such as a USD 235 million loan approved in 2021 for
upgrading key highway infrastructure in the country’s
southern region. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Oil price pressures and LNG
supply disruptions intensify amid ongoing
Middle East war

(Im) Pakistan is facing growing energy and economic
pressure linked to the ongoing war involving the
United States, Israel, and Iran, with new developments
in this reporting period highlighting both rising costs
and tightening supply constraints.

On the LNG side, the latest developments center on
supply shortages and procurement efforts. Pakistan
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issued its first spot tender for LNG since December
2023, seeking multiple cargoes for delivery between
late April and mid-May amid reduced imports linked to
disruptions in regional shipping routes. Within this
context, authorities have secured a single LNG cargo
through the spot market—marking a return to spot
procurement after more than two years—which is
expected to supply around 100 million cubic feet per
day for approximately one month, providing limited
short-term relief to the power sector. [Arab News 1]
[Arab News 2]

Pakistan requires at least 400 million cubic feet per day
of LNG. However, the country has not received any
LNG cargoes loaded after the war began on February
28, as shipping through the Strait of Hormuz—which
connects the Gulf to the Indian Ocean—has been
severely disrupted. Qatar, which depends on this route
to export LNG, supplied the bulk of the 6.64 million
metric tons imported by Pakistan last year. As a result,
these supply constraints have left around 5,500
megawatts of LNG-based power generation capacity
idle. [Arab News 3]

The shortage has contributed to power outages of up
to seven hours per day, although increased
hydroelectric generation since April 17 has partially
stabilized electricity supply.

At the same time, regulatory intervention has been
initiated in the power sector. Authorities ordered an
inquiry last week into electricity distribution companies
for procuring higher-cost power outside the national
“merit order” system, and instructed utilities to comply
strictly with least-cost dispatch rules. [Arab News 4]

On the oil side, the latest developments point to both
rising costs and logistical disruptions. Global price
increases, driven by the war in the Middle East and
related risks to shipping through the Strait of Hormuz,
are feeding directly into Pakistan's economy. As the
country relies heavily on imported petroleum
products, higher fuel costs are translating into
inflationary pressure and rising production costs.

At the same time, domestic fuel logistics have been
disrupted by security-related restrictions in Islamabad,
leading to the suspension of oil tanker movements. As
a result, a major refinery temporarily shut down a
crude distillation unit with a capacity of 32,400 barrels
per day due to reduced crude supply and constraints
in product dispatch. While existing fuel inventories
have so far prevented immediate shortages, the
disruption highlights vulnerabilities in internal
distribution chains. [Arab News 5]
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Policy responses announced last week aim to address
both cost and supply vulnerabilities. The government
has initiated measures to strengthen energy security,
including plans to establish strategic oil reserves,
accelerate the transition to electric vehicles, and
expand battery storage and renewable energy
integration. Authorities have set a target to shift 30
percent of vehicles to electric power within five years in
order to reduce dependence on imported fuels. [Arab
News 6] [Arab News 7]

Pakistan: At least 10 killed in militant
attack on mining project in Balochistan

(Im) At least 10 people were killed when militants
attacked a copper and gold mining project in Pakistan’s
southwestern province of Balochistan—a resource-rich
but conflict-affected region bordering Afghanistan and
Iran. The victims included workers and security
personnel, and there are unconfirmed reports of
hostages.

The attack took place on April 23 at a mineral
exploration site operated by a domestic industrial joint
venture, with authorities stating that security forces
subsequently secured the area. [Arab News] [Reuters]

No group has claimed responsibility, but the incident
follows a well-established pattern of violence linked to
Baloch separatist groups, particularly the Baloch
Liberation Army—an armed group seeking greater
autonomy or independence for the province. Such
groups have repeatedly targeted infrastructure,
security forces, and resource extraction projects.

Sri Lanka: Major cyber breach in foreign
debt repayment triggers investigations
and political fallout

(Im) Sri Lanka is investigating the alleged diversion of
approximately USD 2.5 million from a foreign debt
repayment following a cyber breach of Treasury
systems, with the incident exposing vulnerabilities in
public financial management and triggering broader
institutional and political repercussions.

The payment—part of a reported USD 22.9 million
obligation owed to Australia—was processed between
December 2025 and January 2026 through the External
Resources Department, the Finance Ministry unit
responsible for managing foreign loans and
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repayments. Authorities believe the funds were
redirected to a third party after unauthorized access to
the department’s IT systems. The Ministry of Finance
has confirmed the breach and suspended several
officials pending internal inquiries. [Daily Mirror 1]
[Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Investigations are being carried out by multiple
agencies, including the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU)
of the Central Bank, and the Sri Lanka Computer
Emergency Readiness Team (SLCERT). The CID has
recorded statements from seven officials and seized
computer equipment for forensic analysis, while the
FIU is examining the destination of the transferred
funds. [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5]

A technical committee has been appointed to examine
how safeguards within the multi-stage debt repayment
process—typically involving around sixteen approval
steps—were bypassed, with calls also emerging for
broader review mechanisms, including possible
referral to the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption.

The case has also drawn international attention. The
International Monetary Fund, which is overseeing Sri
Lanka's ongoing economic reform program under a
USD 3 billion Extended Fund Facility following the
country’'s 2022 sovereign default, has stated that it is
closely monitoring the situation. Australian authorities
are assisting the investigation, as the diverted funds
were intended for repayment of debt owed to
Australia, while reaffirming continued support for Sri
Lanka's debt sustainability efforts. [Daily Mirror 6]
[Daily Mirror 7] [Daily Mirror 8]

Domestically, the incident has triggered escalating
political pressure. The opposition has called for a
parliamentary debate on the matter, arguing that
Parliament holds oversight over public finances, but
the government has rejected repeated requests to
schedule a one-day debate, citing competing legislative
priorities. The Parliamentary Committee on Public
Finance is expected to consider summoning the
Treasury Secretary in connection with the case. [Daily
Mirror 9]

The Joint Opposition has also alleged a violation of the
Fiscal Responsibility Act, questioned delays in
informing Parliament, and indicated plans to
coordinate further action across opposition parties.
Legal activists have separately called for the
resignation of the Finance Ministry Secretary. [Daily
Mirror 10] [Daily Mirror 11]
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It has further demanded full disclosure of the recipient
of the transferred funds and questioned delays in legal
action, with some members calling for the resignation
of the government and the holding of a snap election.
[Daily Mirror 12] [Daily Mirror 13] [Daily Mirror 14]
[Daily Mirror 15]

Sri Lanka: New monitoring body and court
action mark latest developments in Easter
Sunday attack investigations

(Im) Sri Lanka saw several concrete developments in
recent days in investigations into the 2019 Easter
Sunday attacks—coordinated suicide bombings
targeting churches and hotels on April 21, 2019, which
killed over 250 people and injured hundreds. The
updates coincide with the seventh anniversary of the
attacks, a period that has concentrated political and
public attention on the case.

The Cabinet approved a new monitoring mechanism
under the Presidential Secretariat to track the
implementation of recommendations from earlier
investigations. These include findings of a Presidential
Commission of Inquiry established in 2019 under
President Maithripala Sirisena and finalized in 2021
under President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, as well as a
parliamentary oversight committee on national
security. Although implementation was approved in
2021, the government now says no structured system
existed to assess progress. [Daily Mirror 1]

Judicial proceedings also advanced. Former State
Intelligence Service Director retired Major General
Suresh Sallay—who is under investigation on suspicion
of involvement in the attacks, including alleged
conspiracy and aiding and abetting, as well as possible
intelligence failures—was produced before the
Colombo Fort Magistrate’s Court and remains detained
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act. The court
rejected a request to transfer the investigation away
from the Criminal Investigation Department, stating it
was satisfied with how the probe is being conducted,
and emphasized that all state officials, including senior
military and intelligence figures, must cooperate or
face possible indictment. [Daily Mirror 2]

Separately, proceedings have continued before a
Colombo High Court Trial-at-Bar where former
Inspector General of Police Pujith Jayasundara is facing
charges including criminal negligence and dereliction
of duty. The court rejected his request to amend a
previously submitted dock statement, maintaining the
existing record as the trial proceeds. Jayasundara, who
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led the national police at the time of the attacks, is
accused of failing to act on prior intelligence warnings
indicating the likelihood of imminent attacks. [Daily.
Mirror 3]

Prosecutors indicated that the investigation extends
beyond the attacks themselves to a possible longer-
running conspiracy dating back to 2015, including
alleged efforts to obstruct access to individuals linked
to Zahran Hashim, the extremist preacher identified as
a key figure in the attacks, and to shift blame onto the
Tamil community. Investigators are also seeking
testimony from Asad Maulana, a former political aide
turned whistleblower who has alleged links between
intelligence officials and individuals connected to the
attacks; he is currently in France, and efforts are
underway to obtain his statement.

The court further ordered that Sallay be examined by
medical specialists following concerns raised about his
detention conditions. The case is scheduled to be
taken up again on May 20. [Daily Mirror 4]

At the same time, pressure surrounding the
investigation remains high. The United Nations
Resident Coordinator called for the completion of
investigations and judicial proceedings, while Cardinal
Malcolm Ranijith, the Archbishop of Colombo, alleged
that elements within the state apparatus are
obstructing accountability. Victims' families expressed
cautious optimism about recent progress but warned
of attempts to weaken or derail the process. [Daily
Mirror 5] [Daily Mirror 6] [Daily Mirror 7]

Sri Lanka: Joint opposition lodges
complaint over diesel procurement deal

(Im) Representatives of several opposition parties in Sri
Lanka - united unter the so-called Joint Opposition
banner - have lodged a complaint with the Commission
to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption
(CIABOC) over an alleged USD 11 million diesel
procurement deal.

According to the complaint, an unsolicited tender was
awarded in March to a Singapore-based commodities
trading company for the supply of 248,000 barrels of
diesel at a premium of USD 45 per barrel. The
opposition states that an alternative offer had been
made at a lower premium of USD 38 per barrel.

The opposition further states that the same company
had previously been awarded a similar contract but
failed to fully deliver on agreed shipments, citing the
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ongoing war in the Middle East as the reason. It also
links the procurement to increased diesel demand for
electricity generation following reduced output at a
major coal-fired power plant due to issues with coal
quality. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Main opposition invites parties
to joint May Day rally

(Im) Sri Lanka's opposition parties had, until recently,
shown no signs of coordinating their May Day
activities, with divisions persisting across the main
political groups. In that context, the main opposition
party, Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), has now formally
invited the opposition United National Party (UNP)—
from which the SJB split in 2020, significantly
weakening both parties—and other political groups to
participate in a joint May Day rally scheduled for May
1. The event is planned to take place in Maligawatte, a
district in the capital, Colombo. [Daily Mirror]

The move contrasts with earlier positions, including
the UNP's statement that it would not organize a May
Day rally—either independently or jointly—citing the
overlap with a Poya day, a Buddhist full moon
observance day. [AIR No. 16, April/2026, 3]

Sri Lanka: Investigation into ex-president
continues as former first lady is
questioned

(Im) Investigations into former President Ranil
Wickremesinghe over alleged misuse of public funds
have continued, with the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), Sri Lanka’'s main police investigative
body for serious cases, recently questioning former
First Lady Maithree Wickremesinghe at her Colombo
residence.

The case concerns allegations that Wickremesinghe
misused approximately LKR 16 million (USD 54,400) in
public funds for a 2023 visit to the United Kingdom
linked to a University of Wolverhampton event
involving Maithree Wickremesinghe. The former
president denies wrongdoing, while earlier reporting
said the investigation centers on whether the UK leg of
the trip was private rather than official. [Daily Mirror]

Against this backdrop, the Joint Opposition—an
informal grouping of opposition politicians—has raised
concerns over the legality of the decision to constitute
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a trial-at-bar to hear the case. A trial-at-bar refers to a
panel of three High Court judges convened for cases of
significant public importance rather than a single
judge. Former minister G. L. Peiris argued that, under
Sri Lankan law, the authority to appoint such a panel
rests solely with the Chief Justice, and noted that no
formal announcement has been made, calling into
question the validity of the procedure.

Peiris further warned that any procedural irregularities
could undermine the legal process and emphasized
that the Attorney General should be allowed to handle
the case independently. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Courts advance cases involving
sons of former president

(Im) Sri Lankan courts have set new hearing dates in
separate financial crime cases involving two sons of
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, reflecting
continued judicial action in long-running investigations
linked to the influential political family.

In one case, the Colombo High Court has scheduled
June 10 to review proceedings against Yoshitha
Rajapaksa—one of Mahinda’s sons—and his
grandmother Daisy Forrest, the former president’s
mother. The case, filed by the Attorney General under
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, alleges that
between March 31, 2009 and December 12, 2013, the
accused deposited more than LKR 59 million
(approximately USD 200,000) into fixed deposit
accounts at three private banks without being able to
disclose the source of the funds.

During recent proceedings, state prosecutors informed
the court that a related case concerning the same
allegations has been filed before another High Court
bench and that a revised indictment is expected in that
parallel case. They indicated that amendments to the
indictment in the present case may also be required,
prompting the court to fix a date to review progress.
[Daily Mirror 1]

In a separate case, the Colombo High Court has set
May 29 as the next hearing date in proceedings against
Namal Rajapaksa—also a son of Mahinda and a senior
lawmaker of the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP).
The case concerns allegations that LKR 70 million
(approximately USD 238,000) provided by Krrish Lanka
Pvt. Ltd., an Indian real estate company, for rugby
development in Sri Lanka was misused. The
investigation dates back to 2015, with formal
indictments filed in January 2025. [Daily Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court judge recuses
from appeal related to high-profile
environmental case

(Im) A judge of Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has declined
to hear an appeal related to a high-profile
environmental case, with the matter now scheduled
for hearing on September 9. The case concerns
deforestation in the northern sanctuary area of
Wilpattu National Park—a large protected forest and
wildlife reserve in northwestern Sri Lanka.

The appeal was filed by a former minister seeking to
overturn a 2020 judgment of the Court of Appeal. In
that ruling, the Court of Appeal directed the country's
forest authority to implement a tree-planting program
in areas equivalent to the forest land used for the
resettlement of internally displaced persons. The court
also ordered the former minister to bear the full cost
of the program, applying the “polluter pays"” principle, a
legal concept requiring those responsible for
environmental damage to cover remediation costs.

In the current appeal, the petitioner has raised legal
questions including whether the original case was
properly filed as public interest litigation and whether
the party that brought the case had the legal standing
to do so. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: First case under Online Safety
Act concludes with court order made
permanent

(Im) Sri Lanka's first case under the Online Safety Act
No. 9 of 2024 has concluded, with the Colombo Chief
Magistrate's Court making a conditional order
permanent against two respondents while lifting it for
several others. The case, filed in April 2024 by a former
chairman of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri
Lanka, the national utilities regulator, alleged targeted
online harassment under the Act. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Middle East shock exposes
vulnerabilities across economy, food
security, healthcare, and tourism

(Im) Sri Lanka’'s economic recovery is coming under
increasing strain from external shocks linked to the
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ongoing war in the Middle East, with new assessments
highlighting rising risks across macroeconomic
stability, household welfare, and key sectors including
healthcare and tourism.

The Central Bank warned that while domestic
conditions—such as low inflation, improving reserves,
and ongoing reforms under an International Monetary
Fund-supported program—continue to support
recovery, the external environment has deteriorated
rapidly. Higher global energy costs, supply chain
disruptions, and financial market volatility are
expected to weigh on growth and push inflation
upward, with tourism, trade, and remittances
identified as particularly exposed channels. The bank
stressed that existing economic buffers improve
resilience but do not provide immunity to sustained
external shocks. [Daily Mirror 1]

These vulnerabilities are reflected at the household
level. The World Food Programme warned that rising
fuel prices—up by roughly 30-40 percent—are already
feeding into food inflation through higher transport
and production costs. Sri Lanka’'s dependence on
imports, including nearly all of its fertilizer needs and a
significant share of its energy, leaves it highly exposed
to global price movements and disruptions,
particularly in key transit routes such as the Strait of
Hormuz. Risks to remittances—around 80 percent of
which originate from Gulf countries—and declining
airline capacity are further compounding pressure on
household incomes and food access. [Daily Mirror 2]

At the sectoral level, supply chain stress is intensifying.
The pharmaceutical industry warned that Sri Lanka is
nearing a critical shortage of essential medicines, citing
sharply rising import costs driven by currency
depreciation, higher freight and fuel prices, and global
increases in input costs. Administrative delays in
import licensing and pricing approvals are
exacerbating the situation, raising concerns over
treatment disruptions and the potential emergence of
unregulated supply channels. [Daily Mirror 3]

Tourism, another key source of foreign exchange, is
also showing signs of impact. Authorities reported a
roughly 20 percent decline in arrivals since March
compared to the previous year, attributed in part to
disruptions in Middle Eastern transit hubs used by
European travelers. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Seed import dependence rises
sharply as farmers warn of further
increase
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(Im) Sri Lanka's dependence on imported vegetable
and fruit seeds has risen from around 80 percentin
recent years to approximately 92 percent, according to
farming sector representatives, who warned that the
figure could exceed 95 percent if domestic production
is not expanded.

Seeds for crops cultivated in highland regions are
mainly sourced from countries such as Malaysia and
Thailand. Farming representatives stated that there is
no comprehensive system to verify the quality of
imported seeds.

They also reported rising prices, which they attribute to
dominant positions held by private sector suppliers in
the seed market. The issue affects crops including
carrots, cabbage, leeks, cucumber, and watermelon.

Sri Lanka’'s Department of Agriculture operates nearly
18 seed farms, but farming representatives stated that
there is no effective program to use these facilities to
meet domestic demand. They urged the government
to support registered seed producers to increase
domestic seed production. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Apparel exports fall 8 percent
in first quarter as industry flags policy
window

(Im) Sri Lanka's apparel exports - the country's largest
export industry - declined by 8 percent in the first
quarter of 2026, according to industry data, with the
contraction widening from 3 percent in January to 11
percent in both February and March. The Joint Apparel
Association Forum (JAAF), the industry’s main
representative body, stated that the decline comes
amid rising energy costs, shifting trade conditions in
the United States, and emerging risks in European
markets.

The industry reported that fuel and electricity costs
alone are adding nearly USD 3 million per month to
operating expenses, placing pressure on margins,
particularly for smaller manufacturers.

JAAF further stated that the escalation of tensions in
the Middle East since late February is expected to
increase pressure through higher energy prices and
supply chain disruptions in the coming months.

At the same time, the United States—accounting for
around 40 percent of Sri Lanka's apparel exports—
recorded a decline of just under 8 percent in the first
quarter.
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The industry also pointed to recent developments in
United States trade policy, including a temporary 10
percent duty introduced under Section 122, which
provides a 150-day window for engagement, as well as
ongoing Section 301 investigations related to trade
practices and compliance. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government strengthens
targeted financial sanctions to curb
terrorism financing

(Im) Sri Lanka has intensified the use of Targeted
Financial Sanctions (TFS) as part of its counterterrorism
framework, aiming to disrupt financial networks linked
to terrorism and strengthen compliance with
international standards. [Daily Mirror]

TFS—restrictive measures against individuals or
entities suspected of involvement in terrorism or its
financing—allow authorities to freeze financial and
non-financial assets, block transactions, and restrict
access to banking and economic activity. In Sri Lanka,
these measures are implemented under United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001)
through domestic regulations issued under the United
Nations Act.
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Cambodia: Conscription overhaul signals
shift toward force readiness and
generational targeting
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(dgl) Cambodia has finalized a draft revision of its long-
dormant conscription framework, lowering the upper
age limit for mandatory service from 30 to 25 and
extending total service duration from 18 to 24 months.
The measure, approved at Cabinet level, marks the
most concrete step yet toward activating compulsory
military service—legislation that has existed since 2006
but was never enforced.

The revised draft mandates military service for all male
citizens aged 18-25, while keeping participation
voluntary for women. Although total service is
extended to two years, only 18 months would be spent
in active duty, with the remainder likely allocated to
training and reserve integration. [Cambodianess]

Indonesia: Cabinet reshuffle reinforces
Prabowo’s centralized power and
command-style governance

(ms) Indonesia has carried out another cabinet
reshuffle, as President Prabowo Subianto continues to
reconfigure his administration less than two years
after taking office. Announced on April 27, the move
replaces and reassigns several senior officials and
marks the sixth reshuffle since October 2024,
underlining the president’s active management of his
governing team.

A total of six key positions were filled. Retired general
Dudung Abdurachman was appointed head of the
Presidential Staff Office, a central coordination body
responsible for overseeing ministries and ensuring
policy implementation. Jumhur Hidayat was named
minister of environment, while Hanif Faisol became
deputy coordinating minister for food affairs. In the
communications sphere, Muhammad Qodari was
appointed head of the Government Communications
Agency, alongside the return of Hasan Nasbi as special
advisor to the president for communications. Abdul
Kadir Karding, a senior politician, was appointed head
of the national quarantine agency.

Among these changes, Dudung's appointment stands
out. As a former army chief and close ally of Prabowo,
his move into a key civilian coordination role signals a
stronger reliance on military-style management. The
Presidential Staff Office plays a crucial role in
monitoring government programs and resolving
bureaucratic bottlenecks, effectively making Dudung
one of the most influential figures in the executive
branch.
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Hasan Nasbi's return is also notable given his previous
controversy in 2025, when remarks he made in
response to an incident involving intimidation of
journalists drew widespread criticism. Although he
apologized, his reappointment suggests that loyalty
and proximity to the president are key considerations.
Together with the appointment of Muhammad Qodari
to lead the state communications apparatus, the
changes point to a broader restructuring aimed at
centralizing how policies are communicated to the
public and international audiences.

Beyond individual appointments, the reshuffle carries
deeper political significance. Analysts interpret the
growing presence of military figures and loyalists in key
roles as evidence that Prabowo is moving toward a
more “top-down” governance model, emphasizing
centralized decision-making and faster execution of

policy.

This shift is particularly sensitive in Indonesia’s
historical context. Following the fall of President
Suharto in 1998 — which ended decades of
authoritarian rule backed by the military — the country
undertook major reforms to reduce the political role of
the armed forces and strengthen civilian governance.
While today's developments do not represent a
reversal of those reforms, the increasing visibility of
military-linked figures in civilian posts is being closely
watched.

The frequency of reshuffles further reinforces the
impression of an evolving power structure. Six cabinet
changes in less than two years suggest not instability,
but an ongoing process of consolidation. Prabowo
appears to be actively reshaping his cabinet, replacing
officials and integrating trusted allies to build a more
cohesive governing team aligned with his priorities.

The timing is also significant. Indonesia, Southeast
Asia’s largest economy, faces economic uncertainty,
global geopolitical tensions, and ambitious domestic
reform goals. A more centralized executive could
enable faster decision-making on infrastructure,
industrial policy, and investment — areas critical to
sustaining growth.

However, this approach raises questions about
institutional balance. Indonesia’s political system has
traditionally relied on decentralization and power-
sharing among elites. Strengthening the presidency
through loyalists and centralized coordination may
improve efficiency, but could also weaken the informal
checks that have underpinned the country’s
democratic system since 1998.



Taken together, the reshuffle suggests that Prabowo is
steadily consolidating authority within the executive,
prioritizing control, coordination, and loyalty as he
navigates an increasingly complex domestic and
international landscape. [Bernama] [IDN Financials]
[Jakarta Globe] [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Anti-graft body targets party
leadership system at core of political
power

(ms) Indonesia’s anti-corruption agency, the Corruption
Eradication Commission (KPK), has proposed limiting
political party leaders to two terms, a measure that
directly targets the structure of power within the
country’s political system. The proposal is part of a
broader effort to reduce corruption risks by reforming
how parties recruit, finance, and promote political
candidates .

At its core, the proposal addresses how Indonesian
politics functions. Political parties are the primary
gatekeepers to office, controlling access to candidacies
at both national and regional levels. According to the
KPK, weak internal governance — including the
absence of structured political training, opaque
recruitment processes, and limited oversight — creates
high entry costs for aspiring politicians. Candidates
often need to secure significant financial backing or
pay informal fees to gain party endorsement. This, in
turn, creates incentives to recover those costs once in
office, contributing to corruption across different levels
of government.

The recommendation strikes at a system long shaped
by highly centralized leadership. Many of Indonesia’s
major parties are closely tied to individual figures who
have built or taken control of them as personal political
vehicles. President Prabowo Subianto leads the
Gerindra Party he founded, while media tycoon Surya
Paloh controls the NasDem Party. The Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP), one of the
country’s most influential political forces, has been led
by Megawati Sukarnoputri for more than two decades
and has increasingly functioned as a platform for her
family, including her daughter Puan Maharani.

This concentration of control reflects a broader pattern
in Indonesia’s political economy, where business elites
— particularly those linked to sectors such as mining
and media — play a central role in financing and
shaping political parties. In this system, parties often
function less as programmatic institutions and more as
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vehicles for networks of influence and resource
distribution.

If implemented, the KPK's proposal would force
leadership turnover across much of the political
landscape. Long-standing leaders such as Megawati
and Surya Paloh would be required to step down from
party leadership roles. The idea has already faced
resistance. Parties such as the National Awakening
Party (PKB) have rejected the proposal, arguing that
term limits alone do not address the root causes of
corruption and that internal democratic reforms would
be more effective.

The political feasibility of the proposal is limited.
Indonesia’s legislative system gives political parties
significant control over reforms that affect them, and
many of the leaders targeted by the proposal hold
influence within parliament. This creates a structural
barrier to change, as those who would be required to
relinquish power are also in a position to block the
legislation.

The proposal also highlights a broader institutional
paradox. The KPK itself has seen its authority
weakened in recent years after legal changes placed it
under greater political oversight. Observers note that
while the agency continues to produce structural
analyses of corruption risks, its ability to enforce or
drive systemic reform has diminished. [The Jakarta
Post]

Indonesia: Election law reform stalls as
parliament delays revisions

(ms) Indonesia’s planned reform of its General
Elections Law has stalled, with lawmakers indicating
that revisions will be delayed and should not be
rushed. Parliament cited repeated constitutional
challenges to past election laws as a key reason for
slowing the process, signaling a cautious approach to
any changes.

The reform concerns core elements of Indonesia’s
electoral system. It covers how candidates are
nominated by political parties, how votes are
translated into parliamentary seats, and how election
campaigns are financed and regulated. Proposed
adjustments include changes to electoral thresholds,
nomination rules for presidential and legislative
candidates, and measures aimed at increasing
transparency in campaign funding. Together, these
rules determine who can enter politics, how
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competitive elections are, and how money flows
through the system.

The delay reflects the central role of political parties. In
Indonesia, parties control access to candidacy at both
national and regional levels, making them the primary
gatekeepers of political power. Any reform that alters
nomination rules, thresholds, or campaign financing
would directly affect party influence. As a result,
parties have limited incentives to support changes that
could weaken their control or increase internal
competition.

This creates a structural constraint. The same parties
that would be affected by reforms also dominate the
legislative process, effectively giving them veto power
over electoral changes. Previous reform efforts have
faced similar dynamics, with proposals often diluted or
postponed.

Legal considerations add another layer. Indonesia’s
Constitutional Court has repeatedly reviewed and
amended aspects of election laws, sometimes
overturning key provisions. Lawmakers argue that
rushing reforms could introduce further legal
uncertainty, particularly ahead of future election
cycles.

The stalled process highlights a broader pattern in
Indonesia’s political system: while the need for
electoral reform is widely acknowledged,
implementation remains constrained by the
institutional power of parties over the rules that
govern their own competition. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Court dismisses lawsuit over
minister’s denial of 1998 mass rape
reports

(ms) A Jakarta administrative court has dismissed a
lawsuit against Culture Minister Fadli Zon, who had
publicly denied that mass rapes occurred during
Indonesia’s 1998 riots, ruling that the court lacked
jurisdiction to hear the case. The decision leaves
unaddressed the substance of the claims and has
drawn criticism from victims' families and rights
groups.

The case focused on remarks made by Fadli Zon in a
2025 interview, where he described reports of mass
sexual violence against ethnic Chinese women during
the May 1998 riots as unproven and questioned
whether such events had occurred. Plaintiffs —
including victims' relatives and senior legal figures —
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argued that the statements constituted unlawful
conduct and demanded a retraction and apology.
Instead, the court ruled on procedural grounds, stating
it was not the appropriate forum to assess the case,
and did not evaluate the historical claims themselves .

The dispute is rooted in one of Indonesia’s most
consequential and contested historical episodes. The
1998 riots erupted amid economic collapse and
political unrest at the end of President Suharto's three-
decade rule. The violence left more than 1,000 people
dead and included widespread attacks on the ethnic
Chinese minority, who were targeted in looting,
assaults, and arson. Reports of sexual violence against
women during the riots have been documented by
independent investigations and human rights groups,
but remain politically sensitive and, in some cases,
disputed within official narratives.

For the plaintiffs, the lawsuit was an attempt to secure
formal acknowledgment of these events and challenge
what they view as historical revisionism by a senior
government official. The court's decision to dismiss the
case without addressing the substance of the claims
has been described by critics as reinforcing a broader
pattern in Indonesia, where efforts to pursue
accountability for past human rights violations often
stall on procedural or institutional grounds. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Rules out Malacca Strait transit
tolls

(ms) Indonesia has ruled out imposing tolls on ships
transiting the Strait of Malacca, following earlier
remarks by its finance minister that raised the
possibility of such charges. Foreign Minister Sugiono
said Indonesia supports freedom of navigation and
does not intend to introduce levies on vessels using
the route.

The clarification follows comments suggesting
Indonesia could leverage its position along one of the
world's busiest trade corridors. The Strait of Malacca
connects the Indian and Pacific oceans and is a key
route for global shipping and energy flows, with more
than 100,000 vessels passing through annually.

Officials had noted that any toll system would require
coordination with Malaysia and Singapore, which also
border the strait. Singapore has already rejected the
idea, citing international maritime law and the
principle of free passage through international straits.
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Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, transit passage through such waterways is
generally guaranteed without additional charges.
[Bloomberg] [The Diplomat]

Indonesia: Passes law to protect domestic
workers

(ms) Indonesia has passed a long-delayed law granting
labor protections to millions of domestic workers,
concluding more than two decades of parliamentary
debate. The legislation covers an estimated four to five
million workers, most of them women, who are
employed in private households as cleaners,
caregivers, cooks, and nannies.

The law establishes rights to rest days, health
insurance, pensions, and professional training. It also
prohibits wage deductions by placement agencies and
introduces minimum standards for working conditions.
Authorities have one year to draft detailed
implementation rules.

Domestic workers in Indonesia have historically
operated in the informal sector and were not legally
classified as workers. Many worked without contracts,
fixed hours, or guaranteed pay, often below minimum
wage and without access to social protections.

The new law formally brings the sector under labor
regulation for the first time, addressing long-standing
gaps that had left workers vulnerable to exploitation
and abuse . [Bloomberg] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Wikimedia registers under
threat of platform block

(ms) The Wikimedia Foundation has agreed to register
its platforms in Indonesia after the government
threatened to block access nationwide. The move
follows a meeting on April 23 with the Communications
and Digital Ministry, which had warned earlier in April
that failure to comply with local rules could lead to a
shutdown of services including Wikipedia.

Indonesia requires all domestic and foreign digital
platforms to register as electronic system providers
(PSE) under a 2020 regulation. Authorities describe the
requirement as an administrative step to ensure
“orderly and fair digital governance.” Wikimedia had
previously resisted the move, citing concerns over user
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privacy, data handling, and potential restrictions on
access to free information.

After the meeting, Wikimedia described the
discussions as constructive and reiterated its nonprofit
model and commitment to user privacy. The
government maintained that registration does not
imply direct control over content but is necessary for
regulatory oversight.

Critics argue the case highlights growing state leverage
over digital platforms operating in Indonesia. They
warn that compliance requirements, combined with
the threat of access restrictions, could increase
government influence over online content and limit
freedom of expression. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Journalist graft case raises
questions over procurement rules and
press pressure

(ms) Indonesian authorities are prosecuting journalist
Kadri Amin in a corruption case tied to a 2022
government media publication project in Simeulue, a
remote island regency in Aceh province. The case
involves a contract issued by the local communications
and information agency (Diskominsa) to publish
government-related content across media platforms,
part of routine public outreach used by regional
administrations to disseminate official information.
Prosecutors allege the project caused state losses of
IDR 697.5 million (USD 40,600). Kadri, who leads the
online outlet Gumpalannews, was named a suspect in
February alongside two local officials and remains in
detention ahead of trial at the Aceh Corruption Court.

At the center of the case is how the contract was
awarded and executed. Authorities argue that the
project did not follow proper procurement procedures,
citing the use of a direct appointment rather than an
open tender and the presence of a retroactive
contract. Under Indonesian procurement rules, smaller
contracts can be assigned directly without competitive
bidding, but prosecutors contend that the structure
and handling of this project violated those rules and
resulted in financial losses.

Kadri's family and legal representatives dispute this
interpretation. They state that the publication work
was completed, involved no inflated pricing, fictitious
activities or bribery, and complied with procurement
rules for contracts below IDR 200 million (USD 11,600).
According to the defense, Gumpalannews received
only IDR 264 million (USD 15,400) of the total amount,
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with the remainder distributed among other media
outlets involved in the campaign. They also question
how state losses were calculated and argue that
payments followed official cost standards set by the
local government .

The defense has framed the case not only as a legal
dispute over procurement rules but also as part of a
broader pattern affecting journalists. Representatives
argue the charges may be linked to Kadri's reporting
on alleged irregularities in local construction projects
involving influential actors, suggesting the prosecution
could be aimed at halting further investigations. [The
Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Oil shock pressures currency,
fiscal outlook and markets

(ms) Indonesia is facing increasing economic pressure
as rising oil prices linked to the Middle East conflict
weigh on its currency, fiscal position, and financial
markets. Since the attack on Iran on February 28, the
Indonesian rupiah (IDR) has fallen to a series of record
lows, trading above IDR 17,000 (USD 1) per dollar, a
level last seen during the Asian financial crisis. At the
same time, Bank Indonesia faces a policy dilemma,
compounded by domestic fiscal risks.

On April 22, Bank Indonesia held its benchmark
interest rate unchanged at 4.75 percent for the
seventh consecutive meeting, in line with expectations.
Governor Perry Warjiyo stated that both monetary and
fiscal policy need to be strengthened to support
growth and confirmed that interventions to stabilize
the rupiah would be intensified both onshore and
offshore. The central bank maintains its 2026 growth
forecast at 4.9 to 5.7 percent and expects inflation to
remain within its target range of 1.5 to 3.5 percent.

Despite this stance, pressure on the currency
intensified immediately after the decision. On April 23,
the rupiah fell 0.7 percent to IDR 17,295 (USD 1),
marking its steepest daily decline in seven months. The
Jakarta Composite Index dropped 2.2 percent, making
it the weakest-performing equity market in Asia that
day, while yields on 10-year government bonds rose by
eight basis points to around 6.70 percent. Analysts
noted that the weakness of the rupiah is increasingly
reflecting country-specific risks rather than global
dollar strength alone.

Fiscal dynamics are central to the situation. Indonesia
subsidizes fuel, cooking gas, and electricity, a system
that is manageable at lower oil prices but becomes
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increasingly costly as energy prices rise. State energy
company Pertamina has raised prices only for selected
higher-grade fuels, while subsidized fuel prices are
expected to remain stable through the end of the year.
The longer elevated oil prices persist, the greater the
strain on public finances. Moody’s and Fitch had
already revised Indonesia’s credit outlook downward in
March, even before the latest rise in energy costs. Fitch
stated that a temporary breach of the legal fiscal deficit
ceiling of 3 percent of GDP, potentially widening
toward 4 percent due to the war, would not
automatically trigger a downgrade if accompanied by a
credible fiscal consolidation path, but warned that
sustained higher deficits or unclear policy direction
could lead to negative rating action .

Additional energy measures underline the pressure on
supply. Indonesia plans to import around 150 million
barrels of crude oil from Russia in 2026 to address
shortages triggered by the conflict, according to the
deputy energy minister. The country is also seeking
additional oil and liquefied petroleum gas supplies
from other sources, including the United States, as it
attempts to secure sufficient energy imports to meet
domestic demand .

To contain volatility, Bank Indonesia deployed more
than USD 8 billion in foreign exchange reserves in the
previous quarter. At the same time, it raised yields on
its rupiah-denominated securities, known as SRBI, to a
nine-month high of nearly 6 percent for the 12-month
tenor in order to attract foreign capital. Warjiyo
confirmed that Indonesia recorded some net capital
inflows at the start of the second quarter, primarily
into government bonds.

Despite these pressures, Indonesia successfully
executed a major capital market transaction on April
23. The government issued JPY 172.1 billion (USD 1.1
billion) in Samurai bonds, the largest such issuance in
two years and nearly 70 percent larger than a
comparable deal a year earlier. Japanese investors
showed continued confidence in Indonesia’s credit
profile and issuance track record despite geopolitical
uncertainty. Demand was concentrated in shorter
maturities, with the largest tranche—a three-year note
worth JPY 126.3 billion (USD 800 million)—priced at a
spread of 80 basis points over mid-swaps, slightly
higher than the 75 basis points paid in May the
previous year. A planned 20-year tranche was removed
from the offering.

In parallel, the Indonesia Stock Exchange announced
that companies with highly concentrated ownership
structures will be removed from major indices
including IDX30, IDX80, and LQ45 starting in May. The



measure is part of ongoing market reforms aimed at
better reflecting actual market dynamics. Companies
affected include PT Barito Renewables Energy and PT
Dian Swastatika Sentosa, whose expected exclusion
added further pressure to the equity market on April
23.

Overall, Indonesia is attempting to absorb external
shocks through a combination of foreign exchange
intervention, stable interest rates, targeted fiscal
buffers, and diversified energy sourcing, but is
operating near the limits of its fiscal capacity. The
sustainability of this approach will depend largely on
how long elevated oil prices persist and whether
tensions in the Strait of Hormuz ease . [Bloomberg 1]
[Bloomberg 2] [Bloomberg 3] [Bloomberg 4]
[Bloomberg 5] [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Laos: Tourist arrivals rise to 1.36 million in
first quarter

(ms) Laos recorded 1.36 million tourist arrivals in the
first three months of 2026, an increase of 8 percent
year-on-year, according to official data. January saw
the highest number of visitors, while February marked
the lowest monthly total.

Thailand remained the largest source market,
accounting for nearly 31 percent of arrivals, followed
by China and Vietnam. South Korea ranked fourth,
while the United States saw arrivals rise 38.8 percent
year-on-year, placing it among the top five.

Growth from non-traditional markets accelerated.
Arrivals from Europe rose 52 percent, while tourism
from Africa and the Middle East increased 45 percent.
The United Arab Emirates recorded the fastest growth
at 215 percent, followed by Brazil and Greece at
around 152 percent.

The figures build on a strong 2025, when Laos
welcomed nearly 4.6 million visitors, exceeding its
target. The government now aims for 5 to 6 million
arrivals in 2026, with around 2 million expected from
China, supported by closer bilateral ties and the Laos-
China Railway. Over the longer term, Laos is targeting
43 million visitors and at least USD 13 billion in tourism
revenue between 2026 and 2030. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Government opens April session
amid global economic uncertainty
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(ms) Laos opened its April government session in
Vientiane under Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone,
with discussions focused on managing economic risks
from global instability and setting policy priorities for
May.

Officials highlighted the impact of ongoing
international conflicts, including in the Middle East, on
global prices and supply chains, which are feeding into
domestic inflation and rising living costs. The
government emphasized the need for proactive
measures to mitigate these effects on households and
economic activity.

The session also reviewed progress on infrastructure,
disaster response, and environmental issues, including
forest fires, drought, and air pollution. Additional
agenda items included fuel management policies,
exchange rate developments, and strategies for capital
market development through 2035.

The meeting takes place as Laos continues
implementing its national development plan and
managing external economic pressures. [Lao News
Agency]

Malaysia: Judicial pick to lead anti-
corruption body responds to mounting
credibility crisis

(dqgl) Malaysia has appointed former High Court judge
Abdul Halim Aman as the new head of the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC), an
unprecedented move aimed at stabilizing a politically
sensitive anti-graft body after months of controversy
surrounding outgoing chief Azam Baki. The
appointment, endorsed by King Sultan Ibrahim Sultan
Iskandar on the advice of Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim, takes effect on May 13.

Halim, a veteran of Malaysia’s judicial and legal service
with over two decades on the bench, is positioned by
the government as an apolitical and institutionally
credible figure tasked with restoring public trust and
strengthening anti-corruption enforcement. His two-
year term signals an effort to recalibrate the MACC's
leadership profile toward perceived neutrality and
professional integrity. [The Star]

The leadership change follows sustained political and
public pressure over allegations that Azam improperly
held shares in a listed company, raising conflict-of-
interest concerns. The controversy deepened with
subsequent reports claiming that elements within the
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MACC were connected to a “corporate mafia” network
accused of pressuring companies into business deals
or share transfers.

While Azam and the agency deny wrongdoing, the
controversy has eroded confidence in both the MACC
and Anwar’s reformist credentials. [South China
Morning Post] [The Straits Times]

The announcement coincided with renewed street
protests in Kuala Lumpur demanding Azam's removal
and broader institutional reform. Demonstrators
argued that replacing leadership alone is insufficient,
calling instead for structural changes to address
systemic weaknesses in anti-corruption enforcement.
[The Sun]

Malaysia: Negeri Sembilan State
government in crisis after UMNO
withdraws support for chief minister

(bo) Negeri Sembilan’s state government has entered a
political crisis after all 14 assemblymen from the
United Malays National Organisation (UMNO)—the
dominant party within the Barisan Nasional (BN)
coalition—withdrawn their support for Chief Minister
Aminuddin Harun of Pakatan Harapan (PH), effectively
stripping the PH-led administration of its governing
majority in the state assembly.

Without UMNO's support, PH controls 17 seats, falling
short of the 19 needed to secure a majority in the state
assembly.

Despite the loss of formal backing, Aminuddin Harun
has stated he will continue performing his duties
pending clarification of his majority status, while
maintaining that the state government will continue to
function under the authority of the ruler.

The withdrawal stems from escalating political fallout
over the handling of sensitive issues involving the state
monarchy, which reportedly triggered dissatisfaction
among UMNO lawmakers as well as segments of the
state’s traditional elite.

The development has also opened the possibility of a
political realignment, with opposition-aligned Perikatan
Nasional (PN) assemblymen indicating willingness to
cooperate with UMNO in forming a new governing
majority, potentially displacing the current PH
administration. [The Vibes] [Malay Mail] [Channel News
Asia]
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PH has condemned what it describes as an attempted
takeover of the Negeri Sembilan state government by
its coalition partner BN. PH communications director
Fahmi Fadzil rejected the move as “acts of betrayal,”
arguing the withdrawal was unrelated to governance
performance and came amid broader national
economic pressures. [Free Malaysia Today 1]

Meanwhile, BN through its Negeri Sembilan UMNO
leadership has denied entering into any prior
agreement with PN to unseat Aminuddin, insisting that
the withdrawal of support was based on loss of
confidence rather than a coordinated power grab.

State UMNO chief Jalaluddin Alias called for a
dissolution of the assembly and acknowledged BN's
openness to political negotiations depending on PN's
position, while stating that any potential coalition
arrangements would be subject to discussion and
consent among assemblymen.

Jalaluddin added that BN would defer to the authority
of the Negeri Sembilan ruler, Tuanku Muhriz Tuanku
Munawir, to resolve the political impasse in
accordance with state constitutional procedures and
expressed readiness to accept any royal decision. [Free
Malaysia Today 2] [The Star]

Malaysia: Human Rights Commission
urges reform of indefinite detention for
child offenders

(dgl) Malaysia's Human Rights Commission (Suhakam)
has called for urgent reform of Section 97 of the Child
Act, following a Federal Court decision upholding the
continued detention of seven individuals held “at the
pleasure of the ruler” for offences committed as
minors. The seven prisoners—now aged between 27
and 36—were convicted in their teens of offences
including murder, kidnapping, and drug trafficking.

The court rejected review applications from the seven
detainees, ruling that their cases did not meet the
threshold for exceptional reconsideration, while
affirming that alternative avenues such as clemency
remain available. The judgment maintained that the
detention framework does not violate constitutional
protections, citing its application to juvenile offenders
and existing review and pardon mechanisms.

Suhakam warned that the system enables prolonged
and potentially indefinite incarceration, with some
individuals reportedly detained for decades into
adulthood. The commission argued that the current
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framework lacks transparency and consistency, and
urged replacement with a determinate sentencing
system aligned with rehabilitation principles and
Malaysia's obligations under international child rights
standards. [Free Malaysia Today] [The Sun]

Malaysia: Defense ministry signs 24
initiatives to boost self-reliance in
military technology

(dgl) The defense ministry has formalized 24 strategic
defense initiatives worth MYR 3.54 billion (USD 760
million), aimed at reducing reliance on foreign military
technology and strengthening domestic defense
industry capabilities.

The agreements, signed during last week’s Defence
Services Asia and National Security Asia 2026
exhibitions in Kuala Lumpur, include 12 procurement
contracts, four letters of intent, and eight industrial
collaboration programs (ICPs). The ministry said the
shift reflects a move beyond maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) toward higher-value manufacturing
and technological development.

Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin said the
ICPs—valued at MYR 1.4 billion (USD 300 million)—
involve cooperation with local firms to enable
technology transfer from foreign original equipment
manufacturers, particularly in naval ship maintenance.
He added that the goal is to build domestic capability
so that Malaysian warships no longer need overseas
servicing. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: President launches 100-day
peace push with ultimatum to ethnic
armed groups, resistance forces

(dqgl) President Min Aung Hlaing has announced a 100-
day peace initiative, inviting ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) to talks before July 31 while
urging People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) to surrender
and “enter the legal fold.” He also warned of action if
groups make “unrealistic demands.”

The move is widely seen as Min Aung Hlaing's first
significant effort to consolidate authority over conflict-
affected territories since assuming the presidency in
early April.
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The proposal, presented at a cabinet meeting on April
20, distinguishes between the long-established EAOs
and the post-coup-formed PDFs—both labeled
“terrorists” by the regime—and excludes any reference
to the National Unity Government, which coordinates
much of the resistance.

Several major EAOs and resistance groups, including
the Karen National Union and Chin National Front,
have already rejected the offer, calling it illegitimate
and inconsistent with past military actions. [The
Irrawaddy] [Reuters]

Myanmar: Ex-president U Win Myint
placed under tight surveillance

(dqgl) Former Myanmar President U Win Myint, released
on parole on earlier this month (see AR No. 16,
April/2026, 3), is reportedly being kept under heavy
military surveillance resembling house arrest at his
residence in Naypyidaw, with intelligence personnel
monitoring movements and screening visitors,
according to sources.

Separately, National League for Democracy (NLD)
spokesperson Dr. Myo Nyunt was reportedly detained
and questioned after visiting U Win Myint, amid
indications that authorities are probing post-release
contacts and public references to the former
president’s status. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Licenses of three media outlets
revoked

(anl) The government has revoked the publication
licenses of three independent media outlets, including
two Chin State-focused news agencies, in a move that
further restricts reporting from ethnic minority regions
and reinforces the systematic dismantling of
independent press structures.

Authorities cited for the decision the dissemination of
content deemed harmful to national security, the rule
of law, and public peace. The order also prohibits the
agencies from publishing or broadcasting via any
medium or technology, effectively enforcing a total
operational shutdown.

The affected outlets and media reject the allegations,
characterizing the decision as part of a broader pattern
of repression. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Sinicization concerns rise in
northern Shan

(dql) Residents in Kutkai Township, northern Shan
State, allege the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA) has replaced Ta'ang-language
village signs with Chinese and Burmese script in at
least a dozen villages, removing Ta'ang symbols and
flags without consultation.

Locals and civil society groups describe the move as
cultural erasure, saying elders were instructed to stop
using Ta'ang identity markers. Reports also indicate
restrictions on Ta'ang-language education and plans
for expanded Chinese-language instruction.

The changes follow MNDAA's takeover of Kutkai after
clashes with its former ally, the Ta'ang National
Liberation Army, and mirror broader trends in MNDAA-
held areas where Chinese signage, currency use, and
business influence have expanded. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Martial law expanded across
resistance areas

(dgl) The government has declared emergency rule
across nine states and regions, placing 60 towns under
direct military administration, according to local
reporting. The move comes as the junta intensifies
airstrikes against resistance-held territories despite
claims of pursuing national reconciliation.

Martial law now covers key conflict zones including
Shan, Rakhine, Kachin, Karenni, Karen, and Chin states,
as well as parts of Sagaing, Magwe, and Mandalay
regions.

Several areas are under control of ethnic armed
organizations such as the Arakan Army, while others
remain contested or recently retaken by regime forces.

The order is set for 90 days and formally justified as a
countermeasure against “terrorist acts.” [The
[rrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military conducts strikes as
Karen forces close in on regime base
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(dqgl) The military launched sustained air and artillery
strikes on April 25 as Karen resistance forces attempt
to overrun the Waw Lay command base, the junta’s
last major position south of the Myawaddy border
trade hub in southeastern Karen State, according to
resistance sources. The Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) and allies reportedly encircled the base,
prompting intense use of drones, airpower, and
artillery by regime forces.

Fighting has also spread to nearby areas, where
regime reinforcements from Myawaddy are reported
to be blocked near Min Let Pan village amid continued
shelling and drone strikes that have displaced civilians
and caused injuries.

Control of Waw Lay would significantly shift authority
over rural parts of Myawaddy and Kawkareik
townships toward resistance forces, potentially
constraining regime positions along the Thai border.
Thai authorities have tightened border security and
warned against spillover, as cross-border shelling and
escalation raise regional security concerns. [The
Irrawaddy] [Karen News]

In an earlier move, regime forces carried out renewed
airstrikes on April 22 using jet fighters and Y-12
aircraft, dropping bombs on villages in Kyauktaw
Township in western Rakhine State, which is under
Arakan Army (AA) control, according to local sources.

This marked the second consecutive wave of aerial
attacks on Kyauktaw in recent weeks, following earlier
strikes on multiple townships in Rakhine State and
adjacent areas of Chin State. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Arm
shuts key supply route in northern Kachin

(dqgl) The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) has imposed
an indefinite closure of the Hpakant-Namya-Kamine
road, citing the need to block regime reinforcements
and allied militia movements toward the jade mining
hub of Hpakant in northern Kachin State. The route is a
critical supply corridor for both military logistics and
civilian goods.

Local KIA sources warned of escalating tensions with
regime forces and pro-military militias, while residents
expressed concern that prolonged closure could
disrupt trade flows and drive up food and fuel prices in
the area.
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The restriction comes amid ongoing clashes around
Hpakant, where both sides are reportedly conducting
offensive operations, including artillery strikes, drone
attacks, and landmine use. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Resistance forces overrun
military monastery camp

(anl) Resistance forces conducted a coordinated and
rapid assault on a military position in Lewe on April 22,
resulting in the capture and destruction of a Light
Infantry Battalion (LIB) 411 camp and triggering a likely
escalation of military activity in surrounding areas.

The camp, located near the border of Kayin State and
Naypyidaw Council Territory, functioned as a defensive
outpost for the military and housed around 40 junta
personnel. According to the official, the base was
seized while some troops were out on a morning
patrol. [Mizzima]

Philippines: Impeachment case against
Sara Duterte nears House decision

(ms) The Philippine House of Representatives is
nearing a preliminary decision in the impeachment
case against Vice President Sara Duterte. The House
justice committee has scheduled its final hearing for
April 29 to determine whether there is sufficient
evidence to establish probable cause. If the articles of
impeachment are approved by a committee majority
and later by one-third of the full House, the case would
be transmitted to the Senate for a second time, after
an earlier attempt in 2025 was declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. Senate
President Vicente Sotto Il has identified May 4 as the
earliest possible date for the Senate to convene as an
impeachment court.

The hearings center on two main allegations. The first
concerns the alleged misuse of confidential funds from
the Office of the Vice President and the Department of
Education, which Duterte led until the end of her term
as education secretary. The second concerns a video
released in November 2024, in which Duterte said she
had instructed a contractor to kill President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., First Lady Liza Araneta-Marcos and then-
House Speaker Martin Romualdez if anything
happened to her. Duterte has repeatedly described the
remark as not meant seriously, but lawmakers from
the governing coalition argue that a death threat
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against a sitting president cannot be treated as
rhetorical language.

The financial side of the case has drawn particular
attention. At an April 22 hearing, the Anti-Money
Laundering Council (AMLC) confirmed that between
2006 and 2025, a total of 663 transactions flowed
through accounts linked to Duterte and her husband
Manases Carpio. These included 630 covered
transactions and 33 suspicious transactions. The total
value was PHP 6.77 billion (USD 119 million), including
around PHP 4.43 billion (USD 78 million) in inflows and
PHP 1.55 billion (USD 27 million) in outflows. A further
PHP 791 million (USD 14 million) was classified as
unassigned because the AMLC's older system did not
distinguish whether the transactions were incoming or
outgoing.

By comparison, Duterte declared a net worth of PHP
88.51 million (USD 1.56 million) in her most recent
2024 statement of assets, liabilities and net worth. That
declaration covered more than 29 properties in Davao
and Metro Manila, vehicles and other assets. Her
declarations from 2019 to 2024 did not list cash or
bank deposits. Her lawyer Michael Poa said those
amounts were included under the broader category of
“other assets.” Lawmakers have argued that the gap
between the AMLC-reported flows and Duterte’s
declared assets is central to the allegation of
unexplained wealth.

Representative Joel Chua, chair of the House
committee on good government and public
accountability, said the AMLC figures cover only
transactions of PHP 500,000 (USD 8,800) and above, as
well as transactions flagged as suspicious. Smaller
deposits below that threshold were not included,
meaning the total volume of transactions could be
higher. Former audit commissioner Heidi Mendoza
added that account balances not shown in AMLC
reports and structured deposits below reporting
thresholds would also remain invisible in the official
figures.

Former senator Antonio Trillanes IV added another
allegation in a sworn statement before the committee.
He claimed that between 2011 and 2013, five members
of the Duterte family, including Sara Duterte and her
father Rodrigo Duterte, received or cashed checks
worth PHP 181.6 million (USD 3.2 million) from alleged
drug trader Samuel Uy. Trillanes cited bank transaction
data and broke down the amounts by family member,
saying Sara Duterte accounted for PHP 22.3 million
(USD 393,000) in three similar tranches. During the
hearing, the AMLC confirmed that 18 transactions in its
own report matched the checks cited by Trillanes.



Duterte's side had not initially responded to this
specific allegation.

Earlier hearings also referred to claims by a self-
described Duterte family finance officer that Duterte-
linked circles received PHP 175 million (USD 3.1 million)
for the 2022 campaign from Lin Wei Xiong, an
executive of Pharmally Pharmaceuticals, a company
suspected of being used to divert pandemic funds
during the presidency of Rodrigo Duterte. Another PHP
100 million (USD 1.76 million) was allegedly provided
by Tony Yang, brother of Pharmally executive Michael
Yang.

The impeachment process is unfolding alongside
several legal battles. Duterte has asked the Supreme
Court to stop the proceedings, with a decision still
pending. On April 27, Manases Carpio filed criminal
complaints in Quezon City against Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas Governor Eli Remolona, AMLC Executive
Director Ronel Buenaventura and several committee
members, including Representatives Gerville Luistro,
Percival Cendafia, Chel Diokno and Leila De Lima. The
complaints allege violations of bank secrecy, anti-
money laundering and data privacy laws. Luistro and
De Lima rejected the accusations, arguing that
impeachment proceedings are exempt from the
relevant confidentiality rules.

A separate dispute arose when the Bureau of Internal
Revenue appeared with a sealed box containing
income tax returns of Duterte, Carpio and several
companies linked to them. The committee voted 21 to
4 not to open the box for now, citing uncertainty over
whether impeachment proceedings qualify as a legal
exception to tax secrecy. Lawyers for the complainants
said the tax records were not strictly necessary to
establish probable cause.

Duterte has not attended any of the three hearings so
far. She had announced travel from April 23 to May 15
to the Netherlands, South Korea, Belgium, Germany
and the United Kingdom, including a visit to her father,
who has been detained at the International Criminal
Court in The Hague since March 2025. The Office of the
President approved the travel, but Duterte later
cancelled the trip and accused Malacafiang of issuing
the approval too late, which the palace denied.

Despite the proceedings, Duterte remains a major
political figure. An April OCTA Research survey showed
her leading former vice president Leni Robredo by 46
percent to 35 percent in a hypothetical 2028 one-on-
one presidential race, with 19 percent undecided.
OCTA noted that Duterte still leads but that her



advantage has narrowed compared with earlier
surveys.

Whether the case reaches the Senate depends first on
the justice committee's vote on April 29 and then on
the full House. The Senate says it has at least PHP 26
million (USD 458,000) from the 2025 budget available
for a possible impeachment trial. [ABS-CBN] [Inquirer
1] [Inquirer 2] [Inquirer 3] [One News] [PhilStar 1]
[PhilStar 2] [PhilStar 3] [PhilStar 4] [PhilStar 5] [PhilStar
6] [PhilStar 7] [SunStar]

Philippines: ICC confirms trial of ex-
president Duterte over drug war Killings

(ms) Former Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte will
stand trial at the International Criminal Court after
judges confirmed charges of crimes against humanity
linked to his anti-drug campaign.

The court found there are “substantial grounds” to
believe Duterte was responsible for killings carried out
during his “war on drugs” between 2011 and 2019,
when thousands of suspected drug users and dealers
were killed. The campaign, which intensified during his
presidency from 2016 to 2022, is at the center of the
case.

Judges ruled the ICC has jurisdiction because the
alleged crimes took place while the Philippines was still
a member of the court, before its withdrawal in 2019.
Duterte has rejected the proceedings and denies all
allegations.

Following the confirmation of charges, the case has
now been formally transferred to the ICC presidency,
which will assign a trial chamber to hear the case. No
date has yet been set for the start of the trial.

Prosecutors allege Duterte oversaw or enabled a
broader campaign of extrajudicial killings, while his
legal team argues the case is politically motivated and
based on selective evidence. Estimates of the death toll
vary widely, from around 6,000 reported by police to
as many as 30,000 cited by rights groups.

The ICC applies a high evidentiary threshold in such
cases, particularly given limited cooperation from
Philippine authorities after the country's withdrawal
from the court. Legal analysts say this increases the
likelihood that cases proceeding to trial are already
supported by substantial evidence.
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The decision has been welcomed by victims' groups as
a step toward accountability, while Duterte retains
strong domestic support and continues to contest the
charges. [Al Jazeera] [BBC] [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Philippines: Supreme Court order over
Marcos health petition highlights
deepening political rift

(ms) The Philippine Supreme Court has asked
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to respond within 10
days to a petition, by an a ally of former President
Duterte, demanding that he undergo medical and
psychological tests and release the results publicly.

The petition was filed by former House speaker
Pantaleon Alvarez and allies linked to former president
Rodrigo Duterte. They are seeking a writ of mandamus,
a court order that would compel Marcos to perform
what they argue is a constitutional duty: informing the
public about his health if it affects his ability to govern.

At the center of the case is a clause in the Philippine
Constitution stating that the public must be informed
in case of a president’s “serious illness.” Petitioners
claim Marcos has shown signs of declining health
based on public appearances, though they have
provided no medical evidence. They are also calling for
a hair follicle drug test—an unusual and politically
charged demand.

The Supreme Court has not yet ruled on whether the
petition has merit. Instead, it has taken a preliminary
step by asking Marcos and Executive Secretary Ralph
Recto to comment. Legal experts note this does not
mean the court agrees with the claims, but it signals
that the issue raises constitutional questions worth
examining.

Malacafiang has dismissed the allegations as baseless.
Marcos himself recently appeared in public performing
physical exercises, mocking the rumors. The palace
maintains there is no legal obligation to disclose
medical records without clear evidence of serious
illness. [Philippine News Agency] [PhilStar] [South
China Morning Post]

Philippines: Half of Filipinos say quality of
life worsened
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(ms) Half of Filipino adults said their quality of life
worsened over the past year, according to a March
survey by Social Weather Stations (SWS), marking the
weakest result since the height of the COVID-19
pandemicin 2021.

The survey, conducted from March 24 to 31 among
1,500 adults, found that 50 percent of respondents
described themselves as worse off than 12 months
earlier. Only 23 percent said their lives improved, while
26 percent said their situation stayed the same.

SWS uses a “net gainers” score, calculated by
subtracting the share of respondents who said their
lives worsened from those who said their lives
improved. The latest reading fell to -26, down from -7
in November 2025 and the lowest in more than four
years, since the -44 recorded in September 2021.

The deterioration was broad-based. Net gainers fell in
all major areas, with Metro Manila and Mindanao both
at -31, followed by the Visayas at -25 and the rest of
Luzon at -23. Urban areas recorded a sharper decline
than rural areas.

The results suggest worsening household sentiment at
a time of pressure from high living costs, political
uncertainty and concerns over government
performance. The decline was also more pronounced
among older respondents, with the weakest scores
among those aged 55 and above.

The survey has a margin of error of £3 percent for
national estimates. [GMA News] [Manila Standard]
[PhilStar]

Philippines: Witness describes cash
deliveries in widening flood-control
corruption case

(ms) A key witness has told the Sandiganbayan that
large amounts of cash were delivered to politicians and
officials, adding new detail to a growing corruption
scandal linked to flood-control projects.

The testimony comes amid a broader investigation into
alleged kickbacks and misuse of public funds in
infrastructure projects—an issue that has intensified
scrutiny of political elites and public spending in the
Philippines.

Vergel Nifio Garcia, a long-time aide to former public
works official Roberto Bernardo, said he personally
delivered 12 sealed boxes to the residence of former
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senator Ramon Revilla Jr. in Cavite in February 2025.
The property is known locally as the “White House
Compound.”

Garcia testified that he saw Revilla at the compound
during the delivery, although he did not witness the
senator physically receiving the boxes. He added that
he only later learned the boxes allegedly contained
cash, after the flood-control controversy became
public.

His account supports earlier claims by Bernardo, who
told a Senate inquiry that around PHP 250 million (USD
4.4 million) had been delivered to Revilla shortly before
the 2025 election campaign. Bernardo also previously
alleged that PHP 125 million (USD 2.2 million) had been
delivered in 2024.

Garcia also described similar deliveries—often
involving boxes or suitcases—to several other high-
profile figures, including Jinggoy Estrada, former
education official Trygve Olaivar, former public works
officials including Maria Catalina Cabral and Manuel
Bonoan, as well as individuals linked to local political
offices in Metro Manila. In many cases, he said the
deliveries were handed to aides or drivers rather than
directly to the officials.

A second witness, Bernardo’s driver, also testified that
he delivered boxes to Revilla’'s compound in 2024 and
2025, reinforcing the pattern described in court.

The allegations are part of a wider investigation into
flood-control projects, which are highly sensitive in the
Philippines due to frequent natural disasters and the
large budgets involved. Authorities suspect that
portions of these funds may have been diverted as
kickbacks to politicians and officials.

Parallel developments indicate the scale of the probe.
Courts have issued travel restrictions on other figures
linked to the case, a fugitive lawmaker tied to similar
projects remains at large abroad, and law enforcement
agencies are investigating leaks, financial flows and
possible insider involvement.

So far, the accusations presented in court are based on
witness testimony and prior Senate hearings. The
accused individuals have not been convicted, and legal
proceedings are ongoing. Still, the case is shaping into
one of the most significant corruption probes in recent
years, highlighting how infrastructure spending,
election financing and political networks can intersect
in complex ways within the Philippine system. [PhilStar
1] [PhilStar 2]
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Philippines: Probe launched after leak of
Ombudsman investigators’ data

(ms) Philippine authorities have launched an
investigation after the identities of prosecutors from
the Office of the Ombudsman were leaked online,
raising concerns about intimidation and the safety of
officials involved in high-profile corruption cases.

Philippine National Police chief Jose Melencio Nartatez
Jr. said the Anti-Cybercrime Group has been tasked
with identifying those responsible and preparing
criminal charges. The investigation will examine both
external actors and possible insiders within the
Ombudsman'’s office.

The Ombudsman—an independent body responsible
for investigating corruption among public officials—
condemned the disclosure as a “blatant attempt to
intimidate public servants.” The agency is currently
handling sensitive cases involving senior political
figures, making the exposure of investigators’ identities
particularly serious.

Under Philippine law, those behind the leak could face
charges under the Data Privacy Act and the Anti-
Cybercrime Prevention Act. Authorities warn that such
breaches not only violate privacy laws but also risk
undermining ongoing investigations by exposing
personnel to threats.

Assistant Ombudsman Mico Clavano suggested the
leak may be linked to a broader legal strategy involving
multiple cases against high-ranking officials. He noted
that some filings are designed to prevent suspects
from fleeing or moving assets while investigations
continue.

The case highlights growing tensions around anti-
corruption efforts in the Philippines, where probes into
political elites often trigger backlash. By targeting
investigators, the leak raises fears of a chilling effect—
potentially discouraging officials from pursuing
sensitive cases.

Police say they are treating the breach as urgent,
emphasizing that protecting investigators is essential
to maintaining the integrity of the country’s justice
system. [PhilStar]

Singapore: Activist charged for refusing
government order to correct posts on
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executions

(ms) Singaporean activist Kokila Annamalai has been
charged for refusing to comply with a government
order requiring her to correct social media posts about
executions, in a rare prosecution under Singapore’s
online misinformation law.

The charge is based on the Protection from Online
Falsehoods and Manipulation Act (POFMA), a 2019 law
that allows ministers to require corrections to online
content deemed false. Rather than removing content,
the law obliges users to display a government
clarification alongside their original post.

The case relates to posts published in October 2024
concerning a death row inmate and the handling of
executions in Singapore. Annamalai's posts discussed
how executions are scheduled and questioned
whether legal processes in death penalty cases are
properly followed. Authorities said the posts falsely
claimed that executions are carried out arbitrarily and
that the state does not meet its legal burden in
prosecuting drug trafficking offences.

A correction order was issued by the Ministry of Home
Affairs, requiring her to amend or clarify the
statements. Annamalai refused, arguing the directive
targeted opinion rather than factual inaccuracies,
which led to formal charges in April 2026.

The case is notable because prosecutions under
POFMA are uncommon. The law has typically been
used to compel corrections rather than pursue
criminal penalties. Under its provisions, failure to
comply can result in up to 12 months' imprisonment,
fines of up to SGD 20,000 (USD 14,800), or both. [The
Online Citizen]

Singapore: UN rights chief calls for halt to
drug-related executions

(ms) The United Nations human rights chief Volker
Turk has urged Singapore to impose a moratorium on
executions, citing a continued rise in death sentences
for drug-related offences and concerns over
compliance with international law.

The call follows a series of executions in 2026, with
eight individuals put to death in the first months of the
year, all linked to drug trafficking cases. This continues
a broader trend: 17 executions were carried out in
2025, 15 of them for drug offences, while 24 of 25
executions in 2023 and 2024 were also drug-related.
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Turk said the figures indicate a sustained reliance on
capital punishment for crimes that do not involve
intentional killing. Under international human rights
standards, the death penalty is generally considered
permissible only for the “most serious crimes,” typically
defined as those involving intentional loss of life.

Recent cases have drawn particular attention,
including the execution of a man convicted of
trafficking cannabis. The case prompted appeals from
civil society groups, but Singapore authorities said due
process had been fully observed and clemency
requests were rejected.

Singapore maintains that capital punishment is applied
only in the most serious cases and serves as a
deterrent against drug trafficking. Authorities argue
that such offences cause significant harm to society
and justify strict enforcement. [The Online Citizen]

Singapore: Authorities block spoof news
websites linked to foreign networks

(ms) Singapore has blocked six websites suspected of
being run by foreign actors posing as local news
outlets, citing risks of potential disinformation
campaigns. The move was taken by the Ministry of
Home Affairs and the Infocomm Media Development
Authority under the Broadcasting Act.

The sites used Singapore-related names and
republished local news content to appear credible.
Authorities said such platforms are often created to
build trust before being used for influence operations.

Investigations found coordinated patterns, including
shared creation dates, similar updates, and links to
networks previously flagged by cybersecurity
researchers. Some sites carried election-related
content during the 2025 campaign period.

Officials said there was no evidence of an active hostile
campaign and exposure was low, but access was
blocked as a precaution to protect public trust and
guard against future misuse. [The Online Citizen]

Singapore: Authorities investigate
cybersecurity incident involving
government contractor
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(ms) Singapore authorities are investigating a
cybersecurity incident involving a government
contractor, with access to official systems temporarily
suspended as a precaution.

The case involves Shanghai Tunnel Engineering Co.,
which is working on major infrastructure projects
including the Jurong Region MRT Line and the Changi
NEWater Factory 3. The Land Transport Authority (LTA)
said it had revoked the company's access to its digital
systems following the incident, while investigations are
ongoing.

Authorities have not disclosed details about the nature
or scale of the breach, including whether any data was
accessed or exposed. LTA stated that there has been
no impact on construction works for the MRT line.
Separately, national water agency PUB said no
sensitive data related to the Changi NEWater project
had been affected. [Bloomberg]

Thailand: Supreme Court case prompts
main opposition party to halt leadership
change and shift strategy

(Im) Thailand's Supreme Court has accepted a case
against 44 current and former members of parliament
over their role in proposing amendments to Section
112 of the Criminal Code—the country’s lese-majeste
law protecting the monarchy—intensifying legal
pressure on the main opposition People’s Party (PP)
and prompting a shift within the reformist party
toward internal consolidation.

The case, accepted on April 24 by the court’s Criminal
Division for Holders of Political Positions, stems from a
draft bill submitted in March 2021 by lawmakers from
the now-dissolved Move Forward Party, the
predecessor of the PP. The National Anti-Corruption
Commission argues that the proposal constitutes a
serious ethical violation. While the court agreed to
proceed, it allowed ten sitting MPs—including PP
leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut—to remain in
office pending a ruling, with the first hearing scheduled
for June 30. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The proceedings follow earlier legal action against the
same political movement. In August 2024, the
Constitutional Court dissolved the Move Forward Party,
ruling that its efforts to amend Section 112 could
undermine the constitutional system, and banned its
executive members from politics for ten years. A
conviction in the current case could lead to the
removal of additional MPs and further sanctions.
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Against this backdrop, on April 26, during its annual
general meeting, the PP formally halted earlier plans
for a leadership reshuffle, opting to retain
Natthaphong as leader to ensure continuity while the
case unfolds. The party moved instead to fill only the
vacant secretary-general position, following the
resignation of Sarayut Jailak after the party’'s weaker-
than-expected performance in the February election,
with Phicharn Chaowapatanawong expected to
assume the role. [Bangkok Post 3]

At the same time, Natthaphong outlined a recalibrated
political strategy focused on reinforcing the party’s role
as the main opposition force. This includes the
establishment of a shadow cabinet, greater use of
parliamentary committees, and expanded grassroots
mobilization ahead of local elections, including the
Bangkok governor race. The party has also emphasized
a move away from patronage-based politics toward a
more policy-driven and participatory model. [Bangkok
Post 4]

Analysts, however, assess that the party is operating in
a constrained “survival mode.” They argue the
leadership is prioritizing short-term stability and
parliamentary continuity over structural reform, with
any leadership transition effectively postponed unless
adverse court rulings force change. Potential
successors are viewed as interim figures rather than
long-term leaders, suggesting the party is maintaining
its current structure while waiting for more favorable
political conditions.

At the same time, analysts point to deeper structural
challenges. Internal control is seen as concentrated
within a small leadership circle, while the party's
ideological positioning has softened as it seeks to
remain politically viable. Its ability to expand support
remains uncertain, particularly as competing
opposition forces strengthen their parliamentary
performance. More broadly, observers suggest the
party's future will depend less on internal adjustments
and more on external factors, including the
performance of governing parties and whether political
momentum can shift in its favor. [Bangkok Post 5]

Thailand: Constitutional Court seeks
expert input in ballot barcode case as
Election Commission prepares defense

(Im) A case challenging the use of barcode and QR
code elements on ballots in Thailand’s February 8
general election is advancing before the Constitutional
Court, with questions centered on whether such
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features could compromise ballot secrecy, a core
constitutional principle ensuring that individual votes
cannot be traced back to voters.

The case was triggered by a petition from the Office of
the Ombudsman under Section 213 of the
Constitution, following 21 complaints regarding the
conduct of the election by the Election Commission of
Thailand. The complaints focus specifically on the
design and printing of ballots containing barcode and
QR code elements.

As part of its ongoing review, the Constitutional Court
on April 23 ordered court-appointed experts to submit
opinions within 15 days on the technical and legal
implications of the ballot design.

In parallel, a private individual attempted to submit
additional evidence and challenge the court's
acceptance of the Ombudsman'’s petition. The court
ruled that the individual lacked standing in the case
and dismissed the request. [Bangkok Post 1]

The Election Commission has submitted an initial
clarification to the court and is preparing a list of 11
witnesses. According to the commission, its defense
will address election procedures, ballot handling, and
safeguards for voter confidentiality. It stated that
ballots cannot be traced to individual voters through
barcode or QR code elements and that all procedures
were conducted in accordance with applicable law.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Anti-corruption commission
clears former minister despite court
ruling

(Im) Thailand's National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) has cleared former transport minister
Saksayam Chidchob of intentionally concealing assets,
a decision that has drawn sustained criticism due to its
divergence from a prior Constitutional Court ruling and
has renewed scrutiny of the political network
underpinning the ruling Bhumijaithai Party.

The ruling, confirmed on April 24, concerns
shareholdings worth approximately THB 119 million
(around USD 3.5 million) in Buri Charoen Construction.
In 2023, the Constitutional Court found that Saksayam
remained the beneficial owner of these shares through
a nominee and ruled that this violated conflict-of-
interest provisions, resulting in his removal from
ministerial office.
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Saksayam is a senior figure in Bhumjaithai and the
younger brother of Newin Chidchob, the party’s de
facto leader and a central political power broker. The
Chidchob family is closely associated with Buriram
Province, where it has built a strong political and
economic base over many years. This Buriram-
centered network forms the core of Bhumijaithai's
political machinery, linking electoral influence, regional
patronage structures, and business interests. The case
therefore directly touches on the inner circle of the
current governing party.

By contrast to the court’s ruling, the NACC concluded
that there was no evidence of intentional asset
concealment. It argued that the shares had been
formally transferred to a third party in 2018, prior to
Saksayam assuming office, and that he had reasonable
grounds to believe they did not need to be declared.
The commission also reviewed procurement contracts
involving the company and found no evidence of
political interference. [Bangkok Post 1]

This interpretation has been challenged by legal
experts and political actors, who argue that nominee
shareholding is widely recognized as a method of
concealing ownership and question how the NACC
could reach a conclusion inconsistent with the court’s
finding that Saksayam remained the true owner. Critics
warn that the ruling risks setting a precedent that
weakens enforcement in asset declaration cases and
undermines accountability standards. [Thai PBS]
[Bangkok Post 2]

In response, the NACC has emphasized that its
mandate in asset-declaration cases is to assess intent,
distinguishing its role from that of the Constitutional
Court, which determines the qualifications of
officeholders. The commission has indicated it will
provide further clarification on its legal reasoning,
while a related complaint concerning possible serious
ethical violations in the case remains under review.
[Bangkok Post 3]

The decision has now triggered a coordinated
response in parliament, where opposition lawmakers
and a group of senators have initiated efforts under
Section 236 of the Constitution to petition for a
Supreme Court review of the NACC. The provision
allows at least one-fifth of parliament, or 140
members, to request the House Speaker to forward a
case to the President of the Supreme Court for the
appointment of an independent inquiry panel.

The People’s Party, currently the main opposition
force, is working to secure cross-party support to meet
the required threshold. Lawmakers have indicated that
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the issue will be raised in upcoming opposition
coordination meetings to build backing for the petition.
[Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Prosecution of sitting MP in
gambling and money laundering case
advances after reversal of earlier
decisions

(Im) Thai authorities have ordered the prosecution of a
sitting member of parliament following a reversal of
earlier no-prosecution decisions in a long-running case
involving alleged online gambling operations and
money laundering.

The Office of the Attorney General issued orders on
April 3 to file charges against Chonnaput Naksua, a
member of parliament for Songkhla Province
representing the Klatham Party, and several
associates. The decision follows multiple reviews,
including dissenting opinions from police and
additional investigations.

The charges relate to two cases stemming from police
investigations in Songkhla and Hat Yai. In one,
Chonnaput is accused of organizing illegal gambling
activities and laundering proceeds linked to those
operations. In the second, he faces charges of
organizing gambling operations, while prosecutors
declined to pursue separate allegations under the
Computer Crime Act due to insufficient evidence.

The case, which has developed over more than three
years, involved successive reviews within Thailand's
criminal justice system, where disagreements between
police and prosecutors can be escalated to the
Attorney General. Authorities have cited digital
communications and financial transaction records as
key evidence.

Proceedings have also involved asset seizures under
anti-money laundering measures. The Anti-Money
Laundering Office has ordered seizures totaling more
than THB 168 million (approximately USD 4.9 million)
in assets allegedly linked to the case. These actions are
civil in nature and separate from any criminal
determination.

Chonnaput, who entered parliament in 2023 and was
certified for a new term earlier this year, has said he
will contest the charges. A conviction in a serious
criminal case could affect his eligibility to remain in
office under constitutional provisions. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Government backs ruling party-
led Clean Air bill as deadline looms for
revival of broader legislation

(Im) Thailand's government has confirmed it will only
support a Clean Air bill drafted by Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul's ruling Bhumjaithai Party, as a
critical deadline approaches for deciding whether to
revive a broader, multi-party version that lapsed with
the dissolution of parliament earlier this year.

The previous Clean Air Bill—originally initiated by civil
society in 2019 and passed by the House of
Representatives in 2025 after extensive cross-party
negotiations—was halted when parliament was
dissolved in mid-December, suspending all legislative
progress. Under Thailand's constitutional framework,
the new cabinet has 60 days from the opening of
parliament on March 14 to formally request its
continuation. That window closes around May 12; if no
action is taken, the bill will lapse entirely and the
legislative process would have to restart from the
beginning.

Against this backdrop, Prime Minister Anutin stated
that the government will only support a version
drafted by Bhumijaithai, effectively reducing the
likelihood that the earlier multi-party bill will be revived
within the required timeframe.

The competing approaches reflect a broader policy
divide. The multi-party draft proposes a
comprehensive framework to address Thailand's
recurring air pollution and haze crises—referring to
seasonal spikes in fine particulate pollution linked to
agricultural burning, wildfires, and cross-border
emissions. Its provisions include decentralizing
authority to local governments, introducing supply-
chain traceability, and applying the “polluter pays”
principle, which would require those responsible for
pollution to compensate affected communities.

By contrast, Bhumjaithai has argued that such
measures impose excessive regulatory burdens,
including strict penalties and expanded enforcement
powers, which could affect business competitiveness
and duplicate existing environmental laws. The party
has indicated it prefers a more limited approach
focused on strengthening enforcement within the
current legal framework rather than introducing new
institutional mechanisms. [Bangkok Post]

The government's position reinforces a shift already
underway toward enforcement-based responses,
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following earlier decisions to deprioritize the existing
bill despite intensifying air pollution across northern
Thailand. [AIR No. 16, April/2026, 3]

Thailand: Junior coalition partner
restructures leadership as parole decision
for key leader is imminent

(Im) Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai Party, a major political
party founded by former prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra and currently the second-largest party in
the governing coalition, has initiated a leadership and
organizational restructuring following its annual
general meeting, as an imminent parole decision
concerning its founder emerges as a central factor
shaping the party's political trajectory.

Party leader Julapun Amornvivat announced on April
25 that Pheu Thai will overhaul its internal structure,
including completing its 29-member executive board
and establishing a new four-year management
framework aimed at improving coordination between
party leadership, members of parliament, and cabinet
representatives. The restructuring follows an internal
review conducted after the February 8 general
election, in which the party secured 74 seats, below
expectations.

As part of the changes, the party has appointed a
group of senior advisers to guide policy and strategy,
including Paetongtarn Shinawatra—herself a former
prime minister and daughter of Thaksin—along with
other senior political figures. [Bangkok Post 1]

These developments coincide with a pending decision
on Thaksin's parole, expected on April 29 following a
review by the Ministry of Justice. Thaksin, 76, has been
detained since September 9, 2025, after returning to
Thailand and serving a reduced one-year prison
sentence following royal clemency. He has now
completed more than two-thirds of his sentence,
meeting the minimum eligibility threshold under Thai
corrections regulations. [Bangkok Post 2]

According to his legal counsel, Thaksin satisfies the
initial criteria for parole, although final approval rests
with a ministry-level panel following an earlier
assessment by the Department of Corrections. If
granted, he is expected to be released on May 11 and
placed under probation for four months, with his
sentence set to conclude on September 9, 2026.
Conditions of release, including the possible use of
electronic monitoring due to age and health
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considerations, remain under discussion. [Bangkok
Post 3]

Party officials have stated that no formal role has been
assigned to Thaksin in the event of his release,
emphasizing that immediate priorities remain
governance and policy delivery. However, the prospect
of his return has intensified scrutiny of internal
leadership dynamics and strategic positioning within
the party. Yodchanan Wongsawat, a relative of Thaksin
and former prime ministerial candidate, is currently
serving as a key political representative. [Bangkok Post
4]

Thailand: Return to co-payment stimulus
signals reliance on familiar playbook amid
tightening fiscal space

(Im) Thailand’s government is advancing a set of cost-
of-living measures while preparing fiscal contingencies,
as the ongoing war involving the United States and
Israel against Iran continues to feed through global
energy markets and into domestic price pressures
after several weeks of sustained volatility.

Since the escalation of the conflict, global oil and gas
markets have experienced repeated price fluctuations,
with particular sensitivity around key transport routes
in the Middle East. For Thailand—where liquefied
natural gas accounts for roughly 30 to 40 percent of
the fuel used in electricity generation—this has
translated into persistent upward pressure on power
generation costs and retail electricity pricing.

Against this backdrop, authorities are preparing a new
consumer stimulus program, “Thai Help Thai Plus,”
with cabinet approval expected in May and
implementation planned for June. Under the latest
proposal, eligible participants would receive support
totaling THB 4,000 (USD 120), distributed as THB 1,000
(USD 30) per month over four months.

The scheme builds on earlier co-payment programs,
which provided between THB 2,000 (USD 60) and THB
2,400 (USD 72) per participant and generated total
spending of approximately THB 84.2 billion (USD 2.5
billion), with over 9.2 million users fully utilizing their
allocated benefits. Officials have indicated that the new
program may include a 60:40 structure in some cases,
while vulnerable groups could receive full support
without co-payment requirements. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2]
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However, economists expect the program's overall
impact on economic activity to remain limited. With
total spending estimated at around THB 84-88 billion
(USD 2.5-2.6 billion), the scheme is projected to
contribute only about 0.2 percent to gross domestic
product. Budget constraints and the relatively modest
scale of the program are seen as limiting its ability to
significantly boost consumption. [Bangkok Post 3]

At the same time, rising energy costs linked to the
Middle East conflict are expected to push up transport,
fuel, and consumer goods prices from the second
quarter onward. These cost pressures are likely to
dampen household spending, offsetting part of the
stimulus effect despite direct financial support.

In parallel, the Ministry of Energy is proposing a
targeted electricity price cap for low-consumption
households. Under the plan, the cost of the first 200
kilowatt-hours per month would be capped at no more
than THB 3 (USD 0.09) per unit, compared with the
current rate of THB 3.88 (USD 0.12). The measure
targets more than 14 million households and is
designed to contain the pass-through of higher fuel
costs into household electricity bills. [Bangkok Post 4]

At the same time, the government has rejected reports
of a planned increase in value-added tax from 7
percent to 10 percent, signaling that fiscal tightening is
not currently being pursued despite rising expenditure
pressures. [Bangkok Post 5]

Running in parallel to these measures, the government
is preparing legal and fiscal contingencies for a
potential emergency borrowing package of up to THB
500 billion (USD 15 billion). Authorities have been
instructed to first exhaust existing fiscal space,
including the reallocation of between THB 70 billion
(USD 2.1 billion) and THB 100 billion (USD 3 billion) in
unspent budget funds, as well as approximately THB
25 billion (USD 0.75 billion) in central reserves.

Thailand's public debt stands at around 66 percent of
gross domestic product, below the statutory ceiling of
70 percent, leaving headroom of roughly THB 800
billion (USD 24 billion). Officials have indicated that any
emergency borrowing would be triggered only if the
external shock—primarily through sustained energy
price pressure—proves strong enough to require
additional fiscal support for households and the
broader economy. [Bangkok Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7]
[Bangkok Post 8] [Bangkok Post 9]
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Thailand: Central bank expected to hold
rates as stagflation risks and external
pressures build

(Im) Thailand's central bank is expected to keep its
policy interest rate unchanged at 1 percent at its April
29 meeting, reflecting a cautious “wait-and-see”
approach amid rising global uncertainty and mixed
domestic economic signals.

Analysts expect monetary policy to remain on hold
throughout most of 2026, as further rate cuts are seen
as having limited impact on growth, while premature
tightening could weigh on an already weak economic
environment.

The decision comes as Thailand faces emerging
stagflation pressures, with slowing economic activity
coinciding with rising cost pressures. Inflation is
expected to increase in the second quarter, driven
primarily by higher energy, transport, and raw material
costs linked to the ongoing war in the Middle East,
even as headline consumer inflation remains slightly
negative.

Under these conditions, policymakers are expected to
tolerate temporary inflation increases, particularly
where they are driven by external supply-side factors
that interest rates cannot effectively address.

At the same time, domestic demand remains weak,
limiting the ability of businesses to pass on higher
costs to consumers. Elevated household and small
business debt levels further constrain economic
recovery and increase sensitivity to borrowing costs.

Looking ahead, some analysts expect a possible rate
cut later in the year if energy prices ease and inflation
pressures subside, followed by a normalization of rates
in the medium term. However, the near-term policy
stance is expected to remain unchanged. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Labor protests and policy
pressure intensify over pension reform
and wages

(Im) Labor groups and civil society organizations in
Thailand have intensified pressure on the government
over proposed pension reforms and stagnant wages
amid rising living costs.
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On April 24, workers' organizations allied outside the
Ministry of Labour in Bangkok to oppose planned
changes to the pension system and to demand higher
minimum wages. The protests focused on the
proposed Career Average Revalued Earnings (Care)
formula, which would replace the current system
based on the final 60 months of earnings with a
calculation based on lifetime average income adjusted
for inflation.

Advocates of the reform, including insured worker
networks, argue that the change would address
structural shortcomings affecting a large share of
pension recipients, particularly those with unstable
incomes or fragmented career histories.

The Labour Ministry has acknowledged that
approximately 200,000 people could be adversely
affected under the new formula and has stated that
safeguards would be required before any reform is
implemented.

The dispute is unfolding alongside broader concerns
about social security financing. Protesters opposed
proposals to reduce contributions, warning this could
weaken the long-term stability of the Social Security
Fund, the country’s main public pension system
funded by workers, employers, and the state. Labor
representatives also pointed to outstanding
government contributions of around THB 40 billion
(USD 1.2 billion).

At the same time, workers renewed calls to raise the
daily minimum wage, currently set between THB 337
(USD 10.1) and THB 400 (USD 12.0), citing rising fuel
prices and cost-of-living pressures. Proposals suggest
increases to between THB 492 (USD 14.8) and THB 712
(USD 21.4) per day. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government renews push for
long-running Land Bridge project amid
shifting maritime trade risks

(Im) Thailand’s government is preparing to submit the
long-discussed Land Bridge project to the cabinet
between June and July, renewing momentum behind a
major infrastructure proposal that has resurfaced
repeatedly over decades as an alternative to canal-
based plans across southern Thailand.

The project, currently estimated at around THB 1
trillion (USD 29 billion), would connect deep-sea ports
on the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand through
road and rail infrastructure, allowing cargo to move
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overland between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific-
linked shipping network. The current version focuses
on Ranong on the Andaman coast and Chumphon on
the Gulf side.

The idea has historical roots in proposals to create a
shortcut across the Kra Isthmus, the narrow southern
part of Thailand, but earlier canal concepts faced
economic, political, environmental, and security
objections. More recent governments have reframed
the concept as a land-based logistics corridor rather
than a canal, including under the Southern Economic
Corridor framework. The project was revived under
previous administrations, promoted again under the
Srettha government, and is now being advanced by
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's government as a
policy priority.

The renewed push comes amid heightened concern
over the vulnerability of global maritime chokepoints,
including the Strait of Hormuz and the Strait of
Malacca. Thai officials argue that the Land Bridge could
allow Thailand to capture part of the global
transshipment market and strengthen the country's
position as a regional logistics center. [Bangkok Post 1]

Against this backdrop, Thailand has begun actively
courting foreign investors, with Singapore signaling
interest in the project as a potential economic
opportunity, particularly in areas such as maritime
logistics, aviation, and energy. However, discussions
remain at an early stage, with no formal commitments
made and investors seeking greater clarity on project
design, feasibility, and returns before proceeding.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Deputy Prime Minister and Transport Minister Phiphat
Ratchakitprakarn has indicated that a formal proposal
will be submitted to the cabinet between June and July,
with the government aiming to begin investor
engagement shortly thereafter. The project is expected
to proceed under a concession model, in which private
domestic and foreign investors finance and develop
the infrastructure while the state provides land and
regulatory support. Final construction sites will depend
partly on investor participation. [Bangkok Post 3]

At the same time, the project is facing growing
domestic scrutiny. Parliamentary actors have called for
a review of its economic viability and overall cost, while
raising concerns about the completeness and
transparency of environmental and health impact
assessments (EHIA).

Environmental risks have emerged as a central point of
contention. In Ranong province, one of the proposed
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port locations, discrepancies have been identified
between official and independent estimates of
ecological impact. Government studies suggest that
around 1.5 billion seabed organisms could be affected,
while independent assessments indicate that the
number could exceed 50 billion, raising questions
about the scale of environmental damage and
potential compensation requirements. [Bangkok Post
4]

Thailand: Government deepens fuel
intervention as refinery margins cut and
subsidy pressure rises

(Im) The Thai government has intensified its
intervention in domestic fuel pricing by ordering a
sharp reduction in refinery margins, while
simultaneously expanding regulatory oversight of the
fuel supply chain amid rising global energy costs.

Authorities have increased the mandated cut in
refinery margins to THB 5 (USD 0.15) per liter, up from
the previously planned THB 2 (USD 0.06), with the
measure taking effect immediately and remaining in
place until May 9. After that date, a further reduction
of THB 3 (USD 0.09) per liter will continue to apply. The
decision follows a review of refinery profits, which had
risen to around THB 14 (USD 0.42) per liter in early
April.

The intervention is aimed at capturing excess refining
gains generated under current market conditions—
driven primarily by higher insurance and transport
costs linked to the Middle East war—and redirecting
them to mitigate domestic fuel price pressures. In the
first two weeks of April alone, excess refining gains
exceeded THB 5 billion (USD 150 million), with
additional gains of around THB 4 billion (USD 120
million) already identified and a further THB 5 billion
(USD 150 million) expected.

However, authorities indicated that the margin cuts
will not necessarily translate into immediate
reductions in retail fuel prices. Instead, the financial
benefit may be used either to stabilize pump prices or
to reduce the deficit of the Oil Fuel Fund, a state
mechanism used to smooth fuel price fluctuations.

At the same time, the government has ordered a
nationwide inspection of oil depots, reflecting concerns
over potential irregularities in fuel distribution under
current market pressures. Authorities have inspected
92 depots so far, identifying at least seven suspected
cases of fuel hoarding for speculative gain, as well as
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one confirmed case of fuel adulteration in Ang Thong
province, where legal action is being prepared.

The investigation also covers suspected irregularities in
more than 100 shipping documents and focuses in
particular on fuel transport routes to southern
provinces, which account for roughly 20 to 30 percent
of national distribution and are considered vulnerable
to diversion risks. Legal proceedings have been
initiated against several companies linked to refinery
and trading networks, with potential violations falling
under the Fuel Trade Act.

These enforcement measures come as the Oil Fuel
Fund continues to face mounting pressure. The fund is
currently running a deficit of more than THB 60 billion
(USD 1.8 billion), reflecting prolonged efforts to shield
consumers from rising global oil prices. To support its
operations, the government is preparing a separate
borrowing plan of around THB 20 billion (USD 600
million), aimed at maintaining subsidy capacity while
avoiding excessive debt accumulation within the fund.

At the same time, authorities are seeking to avoid
abrupt price adjustments. Instead of sharp increases
or decreases, fuel prices are expected to be adjusted
more gradually going forward, although they will
continue to track regional benchmarks, particularly
Singapore oil prices, which have recently risen by
about THB 3 (USD 0.09) per liter for diesel.

In parallel, targeted subsidies remain in place for key
sectors, including agriculture, freight transport, and
delivery services, particularly for biofuel blends such as
B20 and B7, which receive preferential support.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Navy advances amphibious
vehicle acquisition and frigate
procurement programs

(Im) The Royal Thai Navy is advancing procurement
across both domestic and international platforms,
combining the acquisition of amphibious vehicles with
a major frigate program aimed at strengthening
operational readiness, maritime security, and
industrial capacity.

On the domestic side, the navy plans to procure
additional armored wheeled amphibious vehicles
(AWAV) to enhance readiness along the eastern
seaboard—Thailand's Gulf-facing coastal zone—
support maritime sovereignty operations, and expand
disaster response capabilities. The AWAV 8x8 platform
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is domestically designed and manufactured by Chaiseri
Metal and Rubber Co Ltd, a Thai defense
manufacturer, reflecting efforts to strengthen the
country’'s defense industrial base. [Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel, the navy has invited 11 international
shipbuilding companies to submit proposals for a
frigate procurement project valued at THB 17 billion
(USD 510 million). The invited firms include major
shipbuilders from Europe, Asia, and other regions.

A central feature of the frigate program is the use of an
“offset” mechanism, requiring suppliers to provide
additional benefits beyond the acquisition itself,
including technology transfer, workforce training, and
investment in Thailand's defense industry. The navy
has emphasized that proposals will be evaluated based
on their ability to generate measurable added value,
with particular focus on the transfer of knowledge and
intellectual property rights to enable domestic
maintenance, development, and upgrading of the
vessels. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Final suspect arrested in MP
shooting as investigation leaves key
questions unresolved

(Im) Thai authorities have arrested the fifth and final
suspect in the March 20 shooting attack on Narathiwat
member of parliament Kamonsak Leewamoh, while
investigations continue into the motive and command
structure behind the incident amid a volatile security
environment in the country’s southern border
provinces.

The suspect, a former naval reconnaissance officer,
was taken into custody on April 22 along the Thai-
Myanmar border in Kanchanaburi province after being
handed over by the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army,
an ethnic armed group operating in eastern Myanmar.
He is the last of five individuals detained in connection
with the attack. [Bangkok Post 1]

According to police, the man has admitted to being the
gunman but stated that he did not kill the target due to
hesitation at the moment of firing. The attack left the
MP unharmed but seriously injured his driver and a
police escort. Investigators said all suspects have
confessed to their roles, but their accounts remain
inconsistent, and the identity of the mastermind
behind the operation has not been established.

The attackers used a pickup vehicle belonging to the
Internal Security Operations Command (ISOC), a
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powerful civil-military agency responsible for internal
security operations and heavily deployed in southern
Thailand. The vehicle was dismantled shortly after the
attack. The involvement of ISOC-linked equipment and
multiple suspects with military backgrounds has
intensified scrutiny of possible links between the
operation and state security structures. [Bangkok Post
2]

The case unfolds against the backdrop of heightened
tensions following Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's
visit to the southern provinces on April 17-18, which
was intended to restore confidence after the attack but
instead triggered political controversy. Lieutenant
General Norathip Phoynok, commander of the Fourth
Army Area and head of ISOC Region 4, faced public
backlash after an off-microphone remark suggesting
that, if he had carried out the attack, he “would not
have let the MP survive,” as well as earlier comments
linking some Islamic religious schools to insurgent
activity. [AIR No. 16, April/2026, 3]

Despite calls from civil society and local stakeholders
for his removal, Defense Minister Adul
Boonthumjaroen confirmed that Norathip would
remain in his position, stating that the issue had been
resolved following internal discussions and that no
disciplinary action would be taken. [Bangkok Post 3]

Security conditions in the region have remained
unstable. On April 24, a roadside bomb attack in
Pattani province injured a naval officer, reflecting
continued insurgent activity targeting state personnel
in the southern border provinces, where a long-
running conflict involving predominantly Malay Muslim
communities persists. [Bangkok Post 4]

At the policy level, the government has moved to
adjust its approach to the conflict. The National
Security Council has appointed Thanat Suwannanon,
head of the National Intelligence Agency, to lead the
Southern Border Provinces Peace Dialogue Panel, the
official mechanism for negotiations with insurgent
groups. The restructuring aims to streamline the peace
process and strengthen coordination with Malaysia,
which plays a facilitating role in cross-border security
cooperation and dialogue efforts. [Bangkok Post 5]

Timor-Leste: Parliament questions
president over crypto resort and passport
decision

(ms) Timor-Leste's parliament has questioned
President José Ramos-Horta over his decision to grant
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a diplomatic passport to a Chinese businessman linked
to a proposed cryptocurrency resort, following reports
raising concerns about possible connections to
transnational scam networks.

The controversy centers on the planned AB Digital
Technology Resort in the capital Dili, a project
promoted as a foreign investment initiative tied to
digital finance and tourism. Opposition lawmakers
have demanded clarification on how the project
secured prime beachfront land and why the
businessman, presented as a key figure behind the
development, was granted diplomatic status and
appointed as an economic adviser to the president.

The scrutiny intensified after investigative reporting
identified alleged links between individuals connected
to the project and the Cambodia-based Prince Group,
which has been accused by US authorities of
involvement in large-scale online fraud operations.
Individuals linked to the resort have denied
wrongdoing, and the company has rejected all
allegations.

In parliament, opposition figures argued that the
government must explain both the land allocation and
the issuance of diplomatic credentials, describing the
latter as highly unusual. Diplomatic passports can
facilitate international travel and offer certain
privileges, raising concerns about their use in
connection with private investment projects.

President Ramos-Horta has defended the decision,
stating that attracting foreign investment is critical for
one of Southeast Asia’s smallest and poorest
economies. He has also rejected claims that organized
crime has penetrated the country, while
acknowledging broader risks from transnational
criminal networks.

The dispute comes against a wider backdrop of rising
concern over Timor-Leste's vulnerability to cross-
border fraud operations. Regional scam networks,
which have expanded across Southeast Asia in recent
years, are estimated to generate tens of billions of
dollars annually. Investigations have identified early
signs of similar activity emerging in Timor-Leste,
including suspected scam operations and concerns
over regulatory weaknesses.

Experts point to structural factors that increase
exposure. Timor-Leste's small economy, reliance on
declining oil revenues, limited law enforcement
capacity, and use of the US dollar create conditions
that can facilitate money flows and attract illicit actors.
The country has also actively sought foreign



investment to diversify its economy, creating a tension
between openness and regulatory risk.

The current case reflects that tension. While the
government frames projects such as the crypto resort
as part of a broader development strategy, opposition
lawmakers and analysts warn that insufficient
oversight could expose the country to reputational and
financial risks linked to global fraud networks. [OCCRP]
[The Guardian]

Vietnam: National Assembly session
formalizes leadership consolidation under
To Lam'’s “new era” framework

(hn) Vietnam’s National Assembly has concluded its
first session of the 2026-2031 term, formally approving
a new leadership lineup and a set of legislative
priorities that reflect one of the most consequential
political transitions in decades. While official reporting
emphasized institutional continuity and policy reform,
the session’s deeper significance lies in the
consolidation of power around Communist Party
General Secretary To Lam, who now simultaneously
holds the position of state president—an
unprecedented merger at the top of Vietnam'’s political
system in the post-reunification era.

The National Assembly’s role in Vietnam is primarily to
formalize decisions already shaped within the
Communist Party. In this context, the session
confirmed a leadership configuration that had been
largely determined at the 14th Party Congress in
January 2026. Alongside To Lam'’s dual role, the
Assembly approved Le Minh Hung as prime minister,
marking the appointment of the youngest head of
government since the 1950s and signaling a shift
toward a more technocratic executive leadership.

The concentration of authority at the top represents a
departure from Vietnam's traditional “collective
leadership” model, in which power has been
distributed among four key positions: party chief,
president, prime minister and National Assembly
chairman. By combining the roles of party leader and
head of state, To Lam has effectively moved the system
toward a more centralized leadership structure,
reducing the institutional separation that previously
acted as a constraint on individual authority.

This shift is reinforced by broader personnel and
institutional patterns. The new leadership cohort
reflects a growing influence of security and military
backgrounds within the political system, not
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necessarily through a dramatic increase in
representation, but through control of strategically
important positions. Networks linked to the Ministry of
Public Security—To Lam'’s institutional base—have
gained prominence in both central and provincial
appointments, suggesting that political influence is
increasingly exercised through personal and
institutional linkages rather than purely formal
structures.

At the same time, continuity remains a defining feature
of the system. The size and composition of key party
bodies, including the Central Committee and Politburo,
have remained largely unchanged, preserving the
formal architecture of collective governance. Regional
representation within these institutions also continues
to play an important role, ensuring that provincial
interests remain embedded in national decision-
making, even as real power becomes more
concentrated.

The executive branch reflects a parallel dynamic of
consolidation and diffusion. While strategic authority is
increasingly centralized, the operational structure of
government has become more distributed. The
number of deputy prime ministers has expanded, and
responsibilities are spread across a broader set of
actors, potentially weakening the coherence of
executive coordination. This creates an asymmetry in
which political direction is highly centralized, but policy
implementation depends on a more fragmented
administrative structure.

The policy agenda endorsed by the National Assembly
is correspondingly ambitious. Newly approved five-
year plans for 2026-2030 target sustained high growth,
institutional reform and deeper integration into global
value chains. These goals build on Vietnam's long-
standing reform trajectory, but are now framed as a
second phase of modernization, often described as
“Doi Moi 2.0."

The effectiveness of this agenda will depend on the
interaction between political structure and policy
execution. A more centralized leadership model may
facilitate decisive action and top-down coordination,
particularly in areas such as administrative reform and
infrastructure development. However, it may also
reduce the system’s capacity to incorporate feedback,
manage competing interests and adapt to complex
implementation challenges across a diverse and
rapidly changing economy.

In this sense, the National Assembly session marks less
a break with the past than a recalibration of Vietnam'’s
political system. The formal institutions of collective



leadership remain in place, but their practical function
is evolving. The coming five-year cycle will test whether
a more centralized configuration can sustain Vietnam's
growth ambitions while maintaining the internal
balance that has historically underpinned political
stability. [ISEAS] [Vietnamnews] [Vietnamplus]

Vietnam: Scaled-back motorbike ban
highlights limits of green transition amid
rising energy pressures

(hn) Vietnam's capital Hanoi has scaled back plans for a
sweeping ban on gasoline-powered motorbikes, in a
move that underscores the structural constraints
facing the country’s environmental transition. The
revised proposal limits restrictions to a small central
area and specific time windows, replacing an earlier
plan that would have phased out motorbikes across a
large part of the city within a short timeframe.

The policy adjustment is significant because
motorbikes are not a marginal feature of urban life in
Vietnam, but its foundation. In contrast to most
developed economies, where cars dominate,
motorbikes are the primary mode of transport for the
majority of the population. They are essential not only
for commuting, but also for deliveries, informal
businesses and everyday economic activity. Any
attempt to restrict their use therefore has wide-
ranging economic and social implications.

The original proposal to ban gasoline-powered
motorbikes had been framed as a response to severe
air pollution, with traffic emissions accounting for a
large share of urban pollution levels. However, the
scale of the planned restrictions made implementation
highly challenging. The revised approach—introducing
limited, time-bound bans and gradual expansion—
reflects a recognition that the necessary conditions for
a rapid transition are not yet in place.

The core constraint is infrastructure. Public transport
alternatives remain limited, with insufficient coverage
and capacity to replace private mobility at scale. At the
same time, the transition to electric vehicles, including
electric motorbikes, is still in an early phase. Charging
infrastructure is underdeveloped, and while adoption
is increasing, it remains far from sufficient to support a
rapid phase-out of gasoline-powered vehicles.

Public acceptance has further shaped the policy shift.
Surveys indicate that residents are unlikely to support
restrictive measures unless viable and affordable
alternatives are available. Given the central role of
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motorbikes in household economies, a rapid ban
would risk disrupting livelihoods, making gradual
implementation the only politically and economically
feasible option.

The challenges visible in urban transport policy are
mirrored in Vietnam's broader energy system. At the
same time as it attempts to reduce emissions in cities,
the country is facing rising electricity demand and
increasing dependence on imported fuels. In April
2026, Vietnam imported record volumes of liquefied
natural gas (LNG), more than doubling year-on-year
levels, as it prepared for above-average temperatures
that are expected to drive up power consumption.

This surge in demand is occurring under unfavorable
global conditions. Supply disruptions linked to conflict
in the Middle East have tightened LNG markets and
driven up prices, forcing Vietnam to secure energy at
elevated costs. As a relatively new importer, the
country is particularly exposed to these fluctuations,
highlighting the vulnerability of relying on global
energy markets during periods of instability.

At the same time, Vietnam is expanding its LNG
infrastructure with support from foreign investors,
including large-scale power projects designed to meet
future demand. However, rising costs are already
prompting reconsideration of this strategy, with some
domestic actors exploring a shift toward renewable
energy alternatives to reduce exposure to volatile fuel
prices.

Taken together, the scaled-back motorbike ban and
the surge in LNG imports point to a broader pattern.
Vietnam's long-term goals—reducing emissions,
improving air quality and sustaining economic growth
—are clear, but the path toward them is constrained
by infrastructure, energy supply and economic
realities. The transition is therefore likely to be
incremental rather than rapid, with policy adjustments
reflecting the need to balance environmental ambition
with practical feasibility. [Bloomberg 1] [Bloomberg 2]
[The Investor]

Vietnam: Vingroup drops LNG plant as
energy price shock reshapes investment
plans

(ms) Vietnamese conglomerate Vingroup has
abandoned plans to build a 4.8-gigawatt LNG-fired
power plant in Haiphong, which would have been the
country’s largest gas-fired power project. Chairman
Pham Nhat Vuong told shareholders that the group
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now wants to replace the project with wind, solar and
battery storage, citing the changed energy
environment caused by the Middle East conflict.

The decision is significant because Vietnam has been
relying on liquefied natural gas as a transition fuel to
support industrial growth while reducing dependence
on coal. However, the Iran war and disruption around
the Strait of Hormuz have pushed global LNG prices
higher, exposing the risks of building large power
projects around imported fuel. For Vietnam, which is
already facing rising electricity demand, this creates a
difficult balance between energy security, affordability
and decarbonization.

Vingroup's shift also reflects the growing role of
domestic conglomerates in shaping Vietnam's green
transition. The group is already heavily exposed to
electric mobility through VinFast and Green SM, its
electric taxi and ride-hailing business. Vuong said
Green SM is expected to launch an IPO in the second
half of 2028, while VinFast is projected to break even in
2027 after earlier delays.

Taken together, the announcements show Vingroup
repositioning itself around electrification, renewable
energy and mobility rather than fossil-fuel
infrastructure. The move also illustrates a broader
vulnerability in Vietnam'’s energy strategy: LNG can
provide flexibility, but reliance on global fuel markets
leaves projects exposed to geopolitical shocks. For
policymakers, the case strengthens the argument for
accelerating renewables and grid storage, while
ensuring that the transition can still meet Vietnam'’s
rapidly growing power demand. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

Vietnham: Prime Minister orders urgent
crackdown on illegal fishing to secure EC
yellow card removal by 2026

(hn) The Vietnamese Prime Minister has issued an
urgent directive targeting the complete removal of the
European Commission’s "yellow card" warning on
seafood exports by 2026.

Recognizing that persistent gaps in law enforcement,
vessel monitoring, and traceability still hinder
progress, the government has called for a
comprehensive crackdown on illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing. Central to this strategy is the
modernization of fleet management through national
databases like VNFishbase and VNelD, along with the
mandatory implementation of electronic catch
documentation (eCDT) by June.
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Local authorities and ministry heads have been placed
under strict accountability, with warnings that they will
be held fully responsible if violations, such as
unauthorized border crossings or vessel monitoring
disconnections, continue to occur within their
jurisdictions.

Beyond immediate enforcement, the dispatch outlines
a shift toward long-term sustainability by promoting
aquaculture and marine farming to reduce fishing
pressure on natural resources. On the legal front,
authorities are tasked with dismantling illegal
brokerage networks and accelerating the prosecution
of serious IUU violations. Stricter oversight will also be
applied to imported seafood materials, particularly
high-risk species like tuna and swordfish, to ensure the
integrity of the supply chain.

By combining heightened patrols in bordering waters
with rigorous administrative reforms, Vietnam aims to
align its fisheries sector with international standards
and secure its position in the European market.
[Viethamnews]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China positions itself as reliable partner
during Foreign Minister Wang Yi's
Southeast Asia tour

(dgl/ms) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Vi last week
undertook a five-day, three-country Southeast Asian
tour to Cambodia, Thailand, and Myanmar, aimed at
positioning China as a steady and reliable partner at a
time of increasing uncertainties on multiple fronts.
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Cambodia

Signaling a further institutionalization of bilateral ties,
Cambodia and China held their inaugural “2+2"
dialogue April 22, which brought together Wang and
Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun with their
Cambodian counterparts Prak Sokhonn and Defense
Minister Tea Seiha and during which the two sides
agreed the “2+2" format to a “3+3" format by
incorporating interior ministers. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation, Cambodia]

The upgrade was framed as part of a broader
commitment to deepen what both governments
termed an “all-weather” comprehensive strategic
partnership, underpinned by long-standing political
trust and alignment on core interests.

The discussions also reaffirmed support for China’s
Belt and Road Initiative and related global governance
frameworks, alongside commitments to expanding
cooperation in areas such as digital transformation,
green development, supply chain resilience, financial
integration, and people-to-people exchanges.
[Cambodianess] [AP_ News]

In separate talks with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet, Wang reiterated the “unbreakable bond”
between the two nations, while pressing for the
“complete eradication” of online scam centers in
Cambodia and calling for decisive enforcement action.
For Beijing, the issue is politically sensitive both
domestically and internationally, given that Chinese
citizens have been entangled in scam operations while
Chinese-linked criminal networks have contributed to
the problem’s escalation.

Regarding the border conflict between Cambodia and
Thailand, Wang affirmed that Beijing stands ready to
help facilitate additional channels to restart
communication and encourage direct dialogue
between the two countries. [Hong Kong Free Press]
[Xinhua]

Hun Manet, for his part, provided a briefing on the
border situation, reiterating Phnom Penh'’s
commitment to resolving disputes through peaceful
means and international legal frameworks. He
reaffirmed Cambodia’s adherence to the “One China”
policy and expressed appreciation for Beijing's
longstanding economic and development support.
[The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia represented the most straightforward leg of
Wang Yi's tour, reflecting Phnom Penh's status as
Beijing's closest partner in mainland Southeast Asia.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jdu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jhl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jhy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jhj/

However, the visit went beyond symbolic reassurance,
marking a shift toward deeper institutionalization of
bilateral ties through the launch of the first “2+2"
strategic dialogue and an agreement to expand it into
a future “3+3" format. Anchored in what both sides
have long described as an “ironclad” relationship, the
mechanism reflects a transition from largely economic
engagement to more structured political and defense
coordination, indicative of a progressively deepening
alignment of strategic interests between the two
countries. [DW]

Thailand

In Bangkok, Wang met Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul as part of a visit aimed at reinforcing the
China-Thailand strategic partnership and broadening
areas of cooperation.

Both sides agreed to intensify collaboration against
transnational crime, including cyber-enabled fraud,
with Wang expressing hope “that Thailand will intensify
its efforts to crack down on online gambling and
telecom fraud.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The discussions also covered wider cooperation
domains, including new energy, infrastructure
construction, agriculture, though security coordination
featured prominently in the official readout. [AP News]

Prior to meeting Anutin, Wang held talks with Thai
Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow who
indicated that Thailand was ready to enter negotiations
with Cambodia over their ongoing border dispute, but
only under conditions of “sincerity and good faith”
aimed at rebuilding mutual trust. Amid stalled talks
between Bangkok and Phnom Penh, Sihasak
emphasized that any dialogue must adhere to agreed
procedures and acknowledged that restoring trust
would be a gradual process rather than an immediate
breakthrough.

Wang, for his part, conveyed that Cambodia does not
appear to be seeking confrontation, while reiterating
Beijing's neutral stance in the dispute. China also
signaled its willingness to facilitate negotiations if both
parties request it, building on its prior involvement in
trilateral discussions held in Yunnan in late 2025. [Thai
PBS]

Beyond the border conflict, Sihasak requested China’s
assistance in engaging Iran to help secure critical
energy shipping routes through the Strait of Hormuz,
reflecting Bangkok's growing concern over supply
disruptions linked to escalating Middle East tensions.
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Both sides agreed to deepen coordination against
transnational crime, particularly online fraud networks,
and acknowledged expanding Chinese investment in
Thailand's green energy, digital economy, and electric
vehicle sectors—aligning with Bangkok’s development
priorities. [Bangkok Post]

Myanmar

China and Myanmar, meanwhile, are moving to
deepen bilateral economic and security cooperation,
with both sides prioritizing the resumption of cross-
border trade and expanded coordination in strategic
sectors. During a visit to Naypyidaw, Wang and
President Min Aung Hlaing discussed restoring trade
flows, alongside cooperation in energy, mining,
agriculture, and technology.

The focus on border trade reflects its central role in the
bilateral relationship. Trade routes along the China-
Myanmar border have been repeatedly disrupted by
conflict in northern Myanmar, affecting supply chains
and regional commerce. Reopening these corridors is
seen as critical for stabilizing economic exchange and
maintaining connectivity between southwestern China
and mainland Southeast Asia.

Economic ties between the two countries remain
structurally significant. China is one of Myanmar’s
largest trading partners and investors, with
cooperation spanning infrastructure, energy, and
resource extraction. Projects linked to cross-border
logistics and transport corridors continue to form the
backbone of bilateral integration.

Security cooperation is also expanding. Both sides
emphasized coordination in maintaining stability in
border regions and addressing transnational
challenges, including online fraud networks and illicit
activities. These issues have gained prominence as
scam operations based in Myanmar have increasingly
targeted Chinese nationals and global victims,
prompting pressure for joint enforcement efforts.

The engagement comes against a complex political
backdrop. Myanmar remains affected by internal
conflict following the 2021 military takeover, while its
leadership continues to face limited international
recognition. Despite this, China has maintained
consistent diplomatic and economic engagement,
positioning bilateral ties as stable and long-term.

The discussions highlight a pragmatic bilateral
framework: economic interdependence, border
stability, and sectoral cooperation form the core of the
relationship, even as the broader political environment
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remains volatile. [Bloomberg] [The Irrawaddy] [The
Star]

Italy extradites Chinese national to US on
hacking charges

(ms) Italy has approved the extradition of Chinese
national Xu Zewei to the United States following a
court ruling earlier this month, according to a person
familiar with the matter. Xu was arrested in Milan in
July 2025 at the request of US authorities.

The US Department of Justice has charged him with
wire fraud and aggravated identity theft linked to
alleged hacking activities between February 2020 and
June 2021, including the theft of Covid-19 research.
Prosecutors say the operations were conducted on
behalf of the Chinese government.

Xu's lawyer has denied the allegations, describing the
case as mistaken identity and stating that no formal
notification of the extradition decision has yet been
received.

The case reflects ongoing disputes between Western
governments and China over cyber operations and
intellectual property. Italy’s decision signals legal
alignment with the US in cross-border cybercrime
enforcement, as European jurisdictions become
increasingly involved in cases with geopolitical
implications. [South China Morning Post]

Japan to press EU over EV subsidy rules

(dqgl) Japan plans to urge the European Union (EU) to
revise proposed electric vehicle subsidy rules that
could disadvantage foreign automakers, particularly
Japanese manufacturers, according to sources familiar
with the matter.

Tokyo is expected to raise the issue at the Japan-EU
High-Level Economic Dialogue in Brussels in May,
arguing that vehicles produced outside the bloc should
not be excluded from subsidy benefits when sold in
the EU market. Japan also hopes to elevate the
discussion to a bilateral summit potentially scheduled
for June.

The concern centers on the European Commission’s
proposed Industrial Accelerator Act, which would
prioritize EVs and other low-carbon products made
within the EU for subsidy support. The draft requires
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that at least 70 percent of non-battery components be
locally produced for vehicles to qualify, alongside
additional incentives aimed at reducing costs for
compact EVs manufactured in the bloc.

Japanese officials and industry representatives warn
the measures could distort competition, particularly as
global automakers face intensifying pressure from
Chinese EV producers. They argue that exclusion from
subsidy schemes would undermine market access for
Japanese exporters.

Major Japanese manufacturers are already adapting to
European localization trends, with Toyota planning EV
production in the Czech Republic and Nissan
producing the Leaf in the United Kingdom for the EU
market. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia, UNICEF launch health
initiatives for children

(fs) The Ulaanbaatar City Governor's Office and UNICEF
have launched a joint initiative to address public health
risks and social challenges among children, focusing on
Helicobacter pylori prevention.

A memorandum of cooperation was signed by Deputy
Governor Amartuvshin Amgalanbayar and UNICEF
Mongolia Representative Beate Dastel. Amgalanbayar
noted that 65.5 percent of students have received the
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine as of April 20,
with full coverage targeted by June 1.

The program will include nationwide screening of
school and kindergarten children for Helicobacter
pylori, followed by treatment and strengthened
hygiene practices. Authorities also plan to equip
educational institutions with sterilization equipment.
[Montsame]

South Korean nuclear envoy calls for
phased denuclearization approach to
North Korea at NPT review

(dqgl) South Korea's senior nuclear envoy has urged a
more flexible, step-by-step approach to resolving the
North Korean nuclear issue, emphasizing urgency
while signaling a shift in diplomatic framing at a major
global nonproliferation forum.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-jkt/

In a keynote address at the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) Review Conference in New York, Vice
Foreign Minister for Diplomatic Strategy and
Intelligence Jeong Yeon-doo described North Korea as
the most acute challenge to the global nonproliferation
regime, citing its withdrawal from the treaty framework
and continued nuclear weapons development.

Jeong called on the international community to
reinforce the NPT system and urged Russia to halt
what Seoul describes as unlawful military cooperation
with Pyongyang in violation of UN Security Council
resolutions. He framed such cooperation as
undermining the integrity of the global
nonproliferation order.

Notably, Jeong avoided the long-standing formulation
“CVID" (complete, verifiable, irreversible
dismantlement), instead endorsing a phased strategy
that prioritizes incremental progress. He outlined
South Korea's current “three-stage” approach: a freeze
on North Korea's nuclear and missile programs,
followed by reductions, and ultimately full
dismantlement.

The shift reflects the policy orientation of the
administration of President Lee Jae Myung, which has
moved away from maximalist terminology while
maintaining the objective of complete denuclearization
of the Korean Peninsula. Officials describe the
approach as designed to preserve diplomatic flexibility
and create conditions for future engagement with
Pyongyang. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Commonwealth partners
deepen army-level ties amid shifting
security landscape

(dql) South Korea is strengthening military
coordination with key Commonwealth partners, as
evolving regional threats drive efforts to reinforce
multilateral defense links on and around the Korean
Peninsula.

Army Chief of Staff Kim Gyu-ha hosted his
counterparts from the United Kingdom, Australia,
Canada and New Zealand in Seoul during
commemorations marking the 75th anniversary of the
Battle of Gapyeong, a key engagement during the
Korean War, fought in April 1951 during a major
Chinese offensive aimed at recapturing the South
Korean capital. It was the first time all four chiefs have
attended jointly.
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The meeting discussed shared concerns over a more
complex security environment and the need for tighter
operational coordination. Participants agreed to
expand cooperation through regular army-level
dialogues, senior exchanges and joint exercises,
signaling a shift toward more structured and sustained
defense engagement.

The gathering also reaffirmed historical ties, with the
four nations having contributed troops under a UN
mandate during the Korean War. [The Korea Herald]

China sanctions European entities over
Taiwan defense ties

(dql) China's Commerce Ministry has imposed export
controls on seven European entities over their alleged
involvement in arms-related activities linked to Taiwan,
marking a rare instance of Beijing applying Taiwan-
related sanctions directly against European firms.

The measures, announced on April 24, add the
companies to China’s export control list and ban the
transfer of dual-use goods. Among the affected entities
are German defense electronics firm Hensoldt and
Belgian arms manufacturer FN Browning, alongside
several Czech companies.

Beijing accused the firms of participating in arms sales
to Taiwan or “colluding” with its defense sector.

European governments and several companies said
they were reviewing the decision, with some indicating
uncertainty over the basis and practical impact of the
restrictions. China said the measures would not affect
normal commercial trade with Europe and that
exemptions could be granted on a case-by-case basis.

While Europe has largely avoided major arms sales to
Taiwan for decades due to diplomatic pressure from
Beijing, parts of Central and Eastern Europe have
shown growing political openness toward Taipei since
2022. [Reuters]

BRICS divisions stall India’s push for
common line on Middle East conflict

(dql) Efforts by India, as current BRICS chair, to forge a
unified position on the escalating US-Israel-Iran
confrontation faltered due to deep internal divisions
within the bloc, highlighting the grouping'’s limited
cohesion on high-stakes geopolitical crises.
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A meeting of BRICS deputy foreign ministers and
envoys—held in New Delhi last week and attended by
Iran, directly targeted by the United States and Israel,
as well as the United Arab Emirates, which faced
Iranian retaliatory strikes on US military bases in the
Gulf—ended without a joint communiqué, resulting
instead in the issuance of a diluted “chair’s statement,”
according to India’s Ministry of External Affairs.
[Ministry of External, India]

Officials attributed the impasse to “sharp differences”
among member states—particularly those directly or
indirectly aligned with parties to the conflict—with the
UAE's stance reportedly a key obstacle to consensus.

Despite the deadlock, India maintained its established
policy line on the Palestinian issue, reaffirming support
for a two-state solution. This position aligns with its
January understanding with Arab League partners,
which called for a sovereign Palestinian state based on
1967 borders coexisting peacefully with Israel.

The failure to reach agreement highlights broader
fractures within BRICS on Middle Eastern security
issues, reflecting divergent strategic alignments and
national interests. While several members have backed
recent diplomatic initiatives—such as the Sharm el-
Sheikh ceasefire framework and related UN Security
Council efforts—the grouping remains unable to
translate overlapping concerns into a coherent
collective stance. [The Economic Times] [The Wire]

India’s inability to secure a joint statement triggered
domestic political backlash, with the opposition Indian
National Congress linking the diplomatic deadlock to
New Delhi's position on the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh argued that
the April 23-24 meeting failed not only due to
predictable divergences between Iran and the UAE, but
also because India pushed to soften language on Gaza
—an approach reportedly rejected by a broad group of
participating states, including Russia, China, Brazil,
South Africa, and several Middle Eastern and Global
South partners. [The Tribune]

Major powers intensify engagement with
Nepal following government change in
March

(Im) A new phase of external engagement in Nepal has
accelerated following the formation of the government
under Prime Minister Balendra Shah after the March 5
elections, with the United States, China, and India all
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stepping up diplomatic outreach to shape relations
with the new leadership.

U.S. engagement is set to continue with the planned
visit of Sergio Gor—a senior envoy of U.S. President
Donald Trump and current ambassador to India—who
is scheduled to arrive in Kathmandu on April 30 for a
four-day visit. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

This builds on the April 20-22 visit by U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State Samir Paul Kapur, who held talks on
April 21 with Nepal's foreign and finance ministers as
well as private-sector representatives. The discussions
were narrowly focused on economic positioning: Nepal
signaled a shift toward prioritizing foreign direct
investment over development assistance, while
committing to legal and regulatory adjustments to
improve the investment environment. The U.S. side
linked any expansion of investment to predictability,
regulatory clarity, and the resolution of outstanding tax
disputes involving American firms.

At the operational level, the talks extended to digital
infrastructure, artificial intelligence, and cybersecurity
—areas where the United States is seeking to anchor
longer-term economic and technological presence. In
parallel, Kapur raised the issue of Tibetan refugees,
particularly the lack of identity documentation
restricting economic participation. Nepali authorities
acknowledged the constraints but framed the issue as
politically sensitive due to relations with China,
maintaining a strictly humanitarian position. [The
Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3] [The
Kathmandu Post 4]

At the same time, Nepal is reviewing security
cooperation with the us. While Washington has offered
approximately USD 100 million in military assistance
under its Foreign Military Financing program—a grant
mechanism for defense equipment and capacity
building—including six helicopters, Kathmandu is
preparing a counter-proposal seeking heavy-lift aircraft
suited to transporting construction materials in remote
terrain, citing both operational priorities and long-term
cost considerations. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

In parallel with Kapur's visit, Chinese diplomatic
engagement took place on April 21 and 22. A senior
Chinese foreign ministry official held meetings with
Nepal's foreign ministry leadership on April 21,
reiterating Beijing's longstanding concerns regarding
Nepal's engagement with U.S.-linked initiatives. These
included the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC)
infrastructure compact, the State Partnership Program
—a U.S. military cooperation framework previously
rejected by Nepal in 2022—and potential participation
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in the Starlink satellite network. Chinese officials also
raised objections to U.S. positions on Tibetan refugees
and cautioned Nepal against any engagement with the
Tibetan government-in-exile, including ahead of a
planned event in late May. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Against this backdrop, Nepal has also raised a bilateral
issue with China, formally requesting a halt to the
construction of a safety wall along the Bhote Koshi
River—a cross-border river in northern Nepal—after
local authorities reported that construction near
border pillar 53 could affect the river's course and
cause damage on the Nepali side. Nepali authorities
have questioned whether the construction complies
with the 1963 boundary protocol between the two
countries, which requires prior notification for
infrastructure work near the border and prohibits
either side from altering the course of boundary rivers.
The agreement also provides for joint measures to
prevent damage and includes provisions for
compensation in cases where actions by one party
affect the other side. [The Kathmandu Post 7]

India has also moved to re-engage at a high level.
India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri is expected to
visit Kathmandu in the second week of May to engage
with the new government and assess its priorities
ahead of potential high-level visits. The visit is intended
to align ongoing bilateral projects and activate long-
standing cooperation mechanisms across sectors such
as infrastructure, trade, and border management,
reflecting India’s effort to position itself early in the
new government'’s external agenda. [The Kathmandu
Post 8]

Pakistan vows to continue mediation
efforts in Middle East war as planned
second round of US-Iran talks fails to
materialize

(Im) Pakistan has reaffirmed its intention to continue
mediating between the United States and Iran after a
planned second round of talks in Islamabad failed to
take place, with diplomatic engagement shifting
toward indirect exchanges under a fragile ceasefire.

The current diplomatic effort builds on an initial round
of talks held in Islamabad on April 11-12, which did not
result in an agreement but established Islamabad as a
channel for contact between Washington and Tehran.
A second round was subsequently planned in Pakistan,
with preparations including the arrival of a US logistics
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and security team and expectations of participation by
senior officials.

However, the follow-up talks did not materialize after
the US canceled the planned visit of its delegation,
citing a lack of progress. At the same time, Iran
maintained that it would not engage in direct
negotiations, indicating that its positions would instead
be conveyed through intermediaries.

Against this backdrop, Pakistan has continued
diplomatic engagement with both sides. Iran’s foreign
minister Abbas Araghchi visited Islamabad on April 24
and again on April 26-27 as part of a regional tour that
also included Oman, before departing for Moscow for
further consultations with Russian officials. [Al Jazeera]
[Arab News 1]

During these exchanges, Iran transmitted written
messages to the US through intermediaries, including
Pakistan, outlining its positions on key issues such as
its nuclear program and the Strait of Hormuz. These
communications did not constitute formal
negotiations.

Iran has indicated that it is willing to ease restrictions
affecting the Strait of Hormuz in exchange for the
lifting of US measures and an end to the conflict, while
Washington has maintained that any agreement must
include commitments by Iran not to develop nuclear
weapons. The US has also signaled that further
engagement could take place remotely rather than
through in-person talks.

Pakistan has stated that it will continue to pursue
dialogue and diplomacy, holding internal consultations
to review developments and coordinate further
mediation efforts, alongside parallel engagement by
other regional actors including China, Saudi Arabia,
and Turkiye. [Arab News 2]

Bangladesh, Myanmar, Pakistan among 10
countries hosting bulk of global acute
food insecurity

(Im) Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Myanmar are among 10
countries that together accounted for nearly two-thirds
of the global population facing acute food insecurity in
2025, according to the Global Report on Food Crises, an
annual assessment produced by United Nations
agencies, the European Union, and humanitarian
organizations.
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The report identifies Afghanistan, Bangladesh, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Myanmar, Nigeria,
Pakistan, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen as the
most affected countries. In total, around 266 million
people across 47 countries or territories experienced
high levels of acute food insecurity last year, nearly
doubling the share recorded in 2016.

Across these contexts, conflict remained the primary
driver of food crises, alongside climate-related shocks
and economic pressures. The report notes diverging
trends: while some countries, including Bangladesh,
recorded improvements, these were largely offset by
deteriorating conditions in others, including Myanmar
and Afghanistan.

For the first time since the report’s inception, famine
conditions were confirmed in two separate contexts
within the same year—Gaza and parts of Sudan—
highlighting the severity of current global food crises.

The report also points to mounting external pressures
affecting food security across these countries,
including rising energy and fertilizer costs and
disruptions to key global supply routes such as the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical maritime corridor for oil
shipments. These developments are expected to affect
agricultural production and food availability,
particularly in import-dependent economies.

The assessment further warns that declining
international aid and continued geopolitical instability
risk worsening food insecurity conditions in 2026.
[Arab News]

Pakistan expands regional transit
corridors via Iran and China, bypassing
Afghanistan routes

(Im) Pakistan has expanded its transit network by
opening new overland routes linking Central Asia and
Iran to its port infrastructure, as authorities seek
alternatives to disrupted trade corridors through
Afghanistan.

On April 27, Pakistan authorized the transit of third-
country goods to Iran through its territory, designating
multiple routes connecting its main Arabian Sea ports
—Karachi, Port Qasim, and Gwadar—with key border
crossings such as Gabd-Rimdan and Taftan along the
Pakistan-Iran frontier. The arrangement allows goods
originating in third countries to be transported across
Pakistan to destinations in Iran under the Pakistan
Customs Act, which regulates transit cargo movement.
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It remains unclear whether Iranian exports to third
countries via Pakistan will be permitted.

The move follows the recent activation of a westbound
corridor through Iran, including a shipment from
Karachi to Uzbekistan earlier in April via the Gabd-
Rimdan crossing, linking Pakistan’s coastline to Central
Asia. [Arab News 1]

In parallel, Pakistan has operationalized a second,
northbound corridor via China. On April 22, the first
shipment from Kyrgyzstan arrived at the Sost dry port
in Gilgit-Baltistan, a northern region bordering China,
after crossing the Khunjerab Pass along the Karakoram
Highway—the main overland route connecting western
China with Pakistan. The corridor is designed to
facilitate trade flows from landlocked Central Asian
states—including Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan—toward Pakistan’s
southern ports. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan seeks deeper economic
engagement with European Union amid
energy sector reforms

(Im) Pakistan is actively seeking to attract investment
from the European Union, using a high-level business
forum in Islamabad to position ongoing economic
reforms—particularly in the energy sector—as entry
points for European capital.

The EU-Pakistan Business Forum, opening this week,
brings together policymakers, investors, and
companies from both sides to explore opportunities
across sectors including energy, agriculture,
manufacturing, and services. The event is intended to
facilitate both government-level and business-to-
business engagement and to connect reform priorities
with potential investors.

A central focus of this outreach is Pakistan’s power
sector, where the government is advancing a broad
restructuring program and has invited European firms
to participate directly. Planned measures include the
privatization of electricity distribution companies, grid
digitization through smart metering, expansion of
transmission infrastructure, integration of large-scale
battery storage systems, and the phased removal of
inefficient fuel-based power plants. The sector has long
faced structural constraints, including high generation
costs, transmission losses, and mounting circular debt
—a system of unpaid obligations across the electricity
supply chain.
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Within this framework, authorities estimate that
adjustments to the generation mix could yield savings
of around USD 17 billion.

The outreach builds on an already significant trade
relationship. The EU is Pakistan’s largest export
destination and second-largest trading partner after
China, with trade supported by the Generalized
Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+), a framework
granting preferential market access in exchange for
commitments to governance, labor standards, and
human rights. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Seychelles ranked Africa’s richest country
in new prosperity index

(Im) Seychelles has been ranked the richest country in
Africa in the 2026 HelloSafe Prosperity Index, placing

first within the regional panel ahead of Mauritius and

Algeria.

The ranking is based on a composite methodology
combining five indicators: purchasing power-adjusted
gross domestic product (GDP), gross national income
(GNI), the Human Development Index (HDI), income
distribution, and relative poverty levels. Scores are
normalized within the African sample and are
therefore not directly comparable to global rankings.

Seychelles leads due to its high income levels—
reflected in a GDP (PPP) of USD 42,110 per capita—
combined with the highest HDI score in Africa (0.848)
and relatively contained income inequality. The
economy is heavily dependent on tourism and
fisheries. [Seychelles News Agency, in French]

Sri Lanka to use Chinese currency for
planned Russian oil purchases

(Im) Sri Lanka has decided to settle payments in
Chinese renminbi for planned crude oil purchases
from Russia, as the government seeks to secure fuel
supplies amid global market disruptions. The shift
follows renewed short-term flexibility from the United
States allowing transactions involving Russian oil
shipped before mid-May, providing a limited window
for such purchases despite broader sanctions. [Daily
Mirror]

The move comes against the broader backdrop of
disruptions in global energy markets linked to the
Middle East war, including constraints affecting key
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transport routes such as the Strait of Hormuz, which
have tightened supply and increased pressure on
import-dependent countries like Sri Lanka.

US imposes solar tariffs on India
Indonesia and Laos as China-linked
production shifts

(ms) The United States has imposed preliminary anti-
dumping duties on solar imports from India, Indonesia
and Laos, expanding trade restrictions on Asian
manufacturing hubs central to global solar supply
chains. The tariffs stand at 123.04 percent for India,
35.17 percent for Indonesia and 22.46 percent for
Laos. Combined with countervailing duties introduced
in February, total tariff burdens reach around 234
percent for Indian exporters, between 121 and 178
percent for Indonesian producers, and about 103
percent for Laos. The three countries accounted for
roughly USD 4.5 billion in solar exports to the US in
2025, nearly two-thirds of total imports in this segment

The measures are the latest phase in a decade-long
adjustment of supply chains. Initial US tariffs on
Chinese solar panels in 2012 prompted manufacturers
to relocate production to third countries, first to
Taiwan and later to Southeast Asia. As tariffs expanded
to Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand and Cambodia in 2024
and 2025, production shifted again, with new capacity
built in Indonesia and Laos.

Since late 2023, at least four Chinese-controlled or
Chinese-financed solar factories have been established
in Indonesia and Laos, with two more announced.
Their combined capacity of about 22.9 gigawatts is
roughly equivalent to half of US solar installations in
the previous year and was largely intended for the US
market. Companies such as SolarSpace and Imperial
Star Solar opened facilities in Laos, while Trina Solar
relocated capacity from Vietnam to Indonesia.
Thornova Solar operates a 2.5 gigawatt module and
cell plant in Indonesia focused on North American
exports .

The underlying mechanism has remained consistent.
Manufacturers produce in third countries, label goods
as locally made, and export to the US until new tariffs
close the gap. Analysts have described the process as a
recurring relocation cycle driven by trade policy.

India represents a structurally different case. Its solar
manufacturing base has expanded domestically to
around 144 gigawatts of capacity since 2020,



supported by government incentive programs. Exports
to the US rose from USD 84 million in 2022 to nearly
USD 793 million in 2024, with the US accounting for
over 90 percent of total exports. This concentration
makes the new tariffs particularly disruptive, with
combined duties rendering the US market largely
uneconomic for many producers .

The policy reflects a broader tension in US strategy.
Tariffs are intended to protect domestic manufacturing
investments, but they also increase costs for solar
deployment. Final decisions are expected by July for
India and Indonesia and by September for Laos, with
further rulings on industry impact scheduled for
October. [First Post] [Reuters]

Malaysia aligns parliamentary diplomacy
with legal activism to push for
international accountability over Gaza
and Lebanon

(bo) Malaysia has aligned parliamentary diplomacy
with transnational legal activism by endorsing the
Brussels Declaration at the Global Sumud
Parliamentary Congress while simultaneously
supporting a new legal coalition pursuing
accountability for alleged violations of international law
linked to Israel. The dual-track approach signals a

more structured Malaysian effort to translate political
positioning on Palestine into actionable legal and
institutional initiatives.

Brussels Declaration

By signing the Brussels Declaration, Malaysian
parliamentarians joined a broader international bloc
advocating stricter and more consistent enforcement
of international law in relation to Palestine and
Lebanon. The declaration calls on states to ensure that
entities under their jurisdiction do not contribute to
unlawful situations and to operationalize
accountability through existing international
mechanisms.

Its emphasis on economic sovereignty and post-
conflict reconstruction reflects an attempt to connect
humanitarian concerns with longer-term state-building
objectives. Notably, the call for a maritime
humanitarian corridor to Gaza underscores frustration
with current access constraints and signals support for
alternative aid delivery frameworks. [Bernama 1]
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Civil society mobilizes transnational litigation to pursue
accountability

At the same forum, Malaysia-linked civil society actors
moved to reinforce this agenda through legal means.
The Centre for Human Rights Research and Advocacy
(CENTHRA) entered into a memorandum of
understanding with an international coalition of rights
groups to coordinate legal actions targeting alleged
breaches of international law by Israeli officials.

This initiative aims to leverage transnational legal
cooperation and expand the use of universal
jurisdiction, despite acknowledged practical limitations.
Early steps reportedly include the filing of criminal
complaints, indicating a shift from advocacy to
litigation. [Bernama 2]

Malaysia-Hamas engagement

Separately, a delegation from Hamas held
consultations with senior Malaysian officials, including
Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, during a
visit aimed at reinforcing political ties and mobilizing
support for the Palestinian cause. The discussions also
involved government representatives, political actors,
and civil society groups, underscoring a broad-based
Malaysian alignment on the issue.

Talks focused on the deteriorating humanitarian
conditions in Gaza and the status of the October 2025
ceasefire, which Hamas claims Israel continues to
breach. The delegation—comprising senior figures
from Hamas's political and external relations
structures—also used the visit to coordinate positions
on ongoing ceasefire negotiations and explore avenues
for sustained assistance to Palestinians. [Anadolu
Ajansi]

EU extends sanctions on Myanmar,
launches support program for displaced
persons

(dg/anl) The European Union has extended its
sanctions on Myanmar until May 2027, maintaining
pressure on the military authorities more than five
years after the 2021 coup. The measures—covering
asset freezes, travel bans, and an arms embargo—
apply to 105 individuals and 22 entities linked to the
junta.

Brussels also confirmed continued suspension of
financial assistance that could legitimize military rule.
[European Council]
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The EU reiterated its condemnation of ongoing
repression, citing continued human rights violations,
arbitrary detentions, and severe restrictions on civil
freedoms, and called for an end to violence and the
release of political prisoners [Reuters] [Mizzima 1]

In parallel, the EU has launched a new program to
support Myanmar displaced persons in Thailand,
signing an agreement with UNHCR, the International
Rescue Committee consortium, and Expertise France.
The initiative seeks to improve healthcare, child
protection, and livelihoods while strengthening
coordination between humanitarian agencies and Thai
authorities, amid Thailand’s shift toward allowing
displaced persons greater access to legal employment
and public services. [Mizzima 2]

US, Philippines and allies expand
Balikatan military drill as China stages
parallel show of force

(ms) The annual Balikatan military exercises have
become a visible demonstration of power between the
United States, the Philippines and their allies on one
side, and China on the other. Since April 20, around
17,000 troops from seven countries have been
conducting the largest-ever edition of the drills across
northern Luzon, the South China Sea and the Luzon
Strait, while China has launched parallel naval
movements around Taiwan, Luzon and the western
Pacific. The result is not merely a training cycle, but a
coordinated display of military reach in one of Asia’s
most contested strategic spaces. (see AR No. 16,
April/2026, 3).

This year's Balikatan marks a significant escalation in
both scale and capability. Participants include Japan,
Australia, Canada, France and New Zealand, alongside
US and Philippine forces. The locations are strategically
sensitive: northern Luzon sits close to Taiwan, Palawan
faces the South China Sea, and the Luzon Strait links
the South China Sea with the western Pacific.

Japan's role is particularly notable. For the first time,
Japanese ground forces are participating actively on
Philippine soil, a historic development given the legacy
of World War Il. Tokyo deployed about 1,400
personnel, together with ships and aircraft, and is
expected to conduct a live-fire anti-ship missile test. Its
participation reflects Japan's growing willingness to
operate more directly in regional security
contingencies beyond its immediate territory.
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The exercises also feature increasingly advanced strike
capabilities. The Philippines conducted live-fire drills
with its BrahMos cruise missiles, currently its most
powerful weapon system. US forces deployed a mobile
anti-ship missile platform in northern Luzon capable of
targeting vessels across the Luzon Strait, a key
waterway between the Philippines and Taiwan. In
Palawan, multinational troops carried out counter-
landing drills using HIMARS, Stinger and Javelin
systems.

China responded with coordinated naval deployments
that went beyond routine signaling. A Chinese aircraft
carrier group moved through the Taiwan Strait, while
other naval units operated in the western Pacific and
east of Luzon. Beijing also sent a new amphibious
assault ship, designed partly for drone operations,
toward the South China Sea.

Taken together, these movements created a striking
operational picture. Allied forces were drilling across
Philippine territory and nearby waters, while Chinese
forces positioned themselves to the east and
southwest of Luzon. Analysts have interpreted this as a
possible simulation of area-control or encirclement
scenarios, as well as a deliberate signal ahead of
diplomatic engagements.

The drills also underline the widening
internationalization of Philippine security cooperation.
New Zealand joined Balikatan for the first time with a
small infantry contingent, while Canada and France
have expanded defense ties with Manila. This reflects a
broader shift in which the Philippines is no longer
relying solely on its alliance with Washington, but is
building a wider network of security partners.

For Beijing, this expanding coalition reinforces
concerns that US allies are creating a more
coordinated military posture along China’s maritime
periphery. For Washington and Manila, China’s parallel
drills confirm the need for greater deterrence and
interoperability.

The immediate risk is not that either side intends
direct confrontation, but that increasingly visible
military signaling narrows room for ambiguity.
Balikatan and China’s parallel movements show how
military exercises in the Indo-Pacific are evolving from
routine training into strategic messaging. In practice,
each side’s defensive preparations are being read by
the other as escalation, deepening the security
dilemma in the region. [Anadolu Ajansi] [Naval News]
[Philippine News Agency] [RNZ] [South China Morning
Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2] [The Diplomat]
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Bangladesh, Ethiopia discuss expanding
economic cooperation

(Im) Bangladesh and Ethiopia have agreed to deepen
economic engagement, with discussions centering on
expanding investment flows into selected priority
sectors identified by the Ethiopian government. These
include renewable energy, agro-processing,
pharmaceuticals, medical equipment manufacturing,
and broader industrial production, all of which form
part of Ethiopia’s strategy to scale domestic
manufacturing capacity and attract foreign capital.

The talks took place during a visit by Bangladesh’s
foreign minister to Addis Ababa, where he met with his
Ethiopian counterpart. The exchange focused on
aligning trade and investment interests and facilitating
entry points for Bangladeshi companies into Ethiopia’s
designated sectors. Both sides also discussed
coordination in multilateral settings, though no specific
initiatives were detailed.

Ethiopia has positioned itself as an emerging
manufacturing and investment destination in Africa,
while Bangladesh has sought to expand its external
economic footprint beyond South Asia, particularly
through outward investment and industrial
cooperation. [Dhaka Tribune]

Cambodia, Lithuania expand partnership
into energy transition and digital
economy

(dgl) Cambodia and Lithuania have agreed to
accelerate bilateral cooperation across energy, digital
transformation, and trade, following high-level talks
between Prime Minister Hun Manet and visiting
Lithuanian Foreign Minister Kestutis Budrys on April
25. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Cambodial

Discussions outlined a multi-sector cooperation
agenda spanning agriculture, manufacturing, tourism,
and education, with a particular emphasis on
strengthening private-sector linkages to drive
investment and innovation. Both sides described the
current ties as underdeveloped, pointing to significant
untapped potential.

Energy security and transition emerged as a central
pillar. Lithuania positioned itself as a model for
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developing independent and resilient energy systems
—experience that Cambodia seeks to leverage as it
advances its green transition. Phnom Penh highlighted
that clean energy already accounts for roughly 62
percent of its power mix, with a target of 70 percent by
2030, underscoring policy continuity toward
sustainability.

Digital transformation was identified as a parallel
priority, with both governments aiming to deepen
cooperation in innovation ecosystems and technology-
driven growth, suggesting a forward-looking economic
alignment rather than traditional trade expansion
alone. [Khmer Times]

Australia boosts Cambodia demining
efforts USD 1 million fund

(dqgl) Australia has committed USD 1 million to support
Cambodia’s demining operations, reinforcing a long-
standing partnership as renewed border fighting
exacerbates contamination risks.

The funding will support clearance of landmines and
unexploded ordnance (UXO), alongside victim
rehabilitation and livelihood assistance for affected
communities. It aligns with broader cooperation under
the Cambodia-Australia Development Partnership and
follows Phnom Penh'’s adoption of the Mine Action
Policy 2026-2035, which sets a renewed long-term
framework for clearance efforts.

Despite decades of progress, Cambodia remains
heavily contaminated by explosive remnants of war.
The Cambodian Mine Action Center has cleared over
3,000 sq km of land and removed more than four
million devices since the early 1990s, benefiting
millions. However, nearly 20,000 fatalities and over
45,000 injuries recorded since 1979 underscore the
enduring human cost.

Cambodia's initial goal of becoming mine-free by 2025
—aligned with UN development targets—has already
been deferred to 2030. [Cambodianess]

Chinese President Xi calls Laos key
priority in neighborhood diplomacy

(ms) China is reinforcing its strategic focus on
Southeast Asia, with President Xi Jinping describing
Laos as a “key priority” in Beijing's neighborhood
diplomacy. The statement, marking 65 years of
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diplomatic ties, underscores a broader effort to
consolidate political alighment and economic
integration along China’s immediate periphery.

Xi framed bilateral relations as long-term and
structurally aligned, emphasizing shared political
systems and development paths. The messaging
reflects Beijing's preference for stable, ideologically
compatible partners in its near abroad, particularly as
regional fragmentation increases.

Economic ties between the two countries have
expanded rapidly. Bilateral trade reached nearly USD
10 billion in 2025, while cumulative Chinese investment
in Laos exceeded USD 18 billion. Infrastructure
remains central to the relationship, with projects such
as the Laos-China Railway serving as core components
of cross-border connectivity and trade flows.

Beyond economics, the partnership carries geopolitical
weight. Laos functions as a key node in mainland
Southeast Asia, linking China to broader ASEAN
markets and overland trade routes. Strengthening ties
with Vientiane also supports Beijing's efforts to anchor
influence in a region where strategic competition is
intensifying.

The pattern is consistent with China’s wider regional
approach: deepening economic dependence while
reinforcing political alignment. Smaller neighboring
economies, in turn, gain access to capital and
infrastructure but become more structurally tied to
China’s economic and strategic orbit. [Asia News
Network] [Bloomberg]

China: Fragile truce masks deeper
tensions ahead of US summit

(ms) The relationship between China and the United
States is entering a new phase of calibrated tension
ahead of a planned summit between President Donald
Trump and Xi Jinping on May 14-15. The meeting takes
place under a fragile trade truce agreed in October
2025 in Busan, which is set to expire in November
2026. Developments since then suggest a relationship
that remains outwardly stable but is increasingly
shaped by parallel and accumulating pressures.

On one level, both sides have maintained diplomatic
channels. Republican Senator Steve Daines is
scheduled to lead a bipartisan delegation to Shanghai
and Beijing starting May 1, a visit originally planned for
March but delayed. The trip, focusing on China's
infrastructure and innovation ecosystem, is widely


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-tjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-tjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-tjt/

seen as part of the preparatory groundwork for the
upcoming summit.

At the same time, China has used the period since the
Busan agreement to expand its economic policy
toolkit. Measures introduced since late 2025 include
expanded export controls on rare earths, covering
additional elements and processing technologies;
restrictions on exports of high-performance magnets
and heavy rare earth materials to Japan; requirements
that state-supported data centers use domestically
produced Al chips; and rules mandating that
semiconductor manufacturers source at least 50
percent of equipment domestically when expanding
capacity. In addition, two State Council regulations
introduced in March and April 2026 allow authorities to
take action against foreign governments and
companies deemed to threaten China’s supply chains
or to exercise improper extraterritorial jurisdiction (see
article in domestic section for more)

China’s dominance in solar supply chains adds another
layer of leverage. The country produces more than 80
percent of global solar components, and authorities
have reportedly explored restricting exports of
advanced solar manufacturing equipment to the
United States. Such a move would directly affect US
renewable energy expansion plans and highlights how
supply chain dependencies are becoming instruments
of strategic policy.

Alongside these structural developments, a series of
incidents has added friction to the relationship. On
April 7, a 21-year-old Chinese student, Tianrui Liang,
was arrested at New York's JFK Airport after visiting US
military bases and photographing aircraft, including
reconnaissance planes and the E-4B “Doomsday
Plane.” He was charged with photographing defense
installations without authorization. On April 24, the US
State Department announced a USD 4 million reward
for information leading to the arrest of Chinese
national Daren Li, who had fled the US after pleading
guilty to laundering funds linked to Southeast Asian
cryptocurrency fraud networks. The same day, the
Department of Justice charged two additional Chinese
nationals accused of operating large-scale scam
centers in Myanmar.

The broader context of the upcoming summit is
therefore complex. The Busan agreement included
commitments by the United States to reduce tariffs on
Chinese goods, while China pledged to curb illicit
fentanyl flows, resume purchases of US soybeans, and
maintain exports of rare earths. Some of these
commitments are now under pressure, particularly as



China has expanded rather than reduced its rare earth
export controls.

At the same time, both sides retain an interest in
preventing a full breakdown. The economic
consequences of the Iran conflict have increased
Washington’s need for a functional relationship with
Beijing, while China benefits from the economic space
created by the existing trade pause and may seek its
extension. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post 1]
[South China Morning Post 2] [South China Morning
Post 3]

China: EU relations face mounting
structural pressure

(ms) Tensions between China and the European Union
are intensifying across multiple fronts at the same
time, signaling a shift from episodic disputes to a more
sustained phase of friction. Trade measures, security
policy, and diplomatic positioning are increasingly
overlapping, making it harder to isolate individual
conflicts. The result is not a single crisis, but a
cumulative deterioration in the relationship.

The most immediate flashpoint is Russia. In late April,
the EU adopted its 20th sanctions package against
Moscow, for the first time including 27 companies from
mainland China and Hong Kong. Brussels accuses
them of supplying dual-use goods to Russia’s defense
industry or facilitating the circumvention of Western
sanctions. Beijing rejected the allegations, calling the
move a violation of prior understandings and
demanding the immediate removal of the firms.
China’s Ministry of Commerce warned that the EU
would “bear the consequences” and that Beijing would
take “necessary measures,” without specifying details.
[Bloomberg] [South China Morning Post 1]

At the same time, tensions are rising in the technology
domain. The EU is drafting a cybersecurity law that
would require member states to remove vendors
classified as high-risk from 5G networks within three
years. China submitted a 30-page response to the
European Commission, warning that labeling
companies such as Huawei or ZTE as security risks
could trigger investigations into European firms and
retaliatory actions. The legislation remains in draft
form but signals a continued push by Europe to reduce
reliance on Chinese technology infrastructure.
[Financial Times] [South China Morning Post 2]

Diplomatic friction has also intensified. French
President Emmanuel Macron has taken positions in
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recent weeks that have drawn criticism from Beijing
across multiple fronts. During a visit to Japan, he
signed a joint statement with Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi calling for peace and dialogue in the Taiwan
Strait, a sensitive issue for China. In speeches in Seoul
and Tokyo, Macron warned against both Chinese and
American “hegemony,” arguing that Europe should
avoid becoming dependent on either power. He also
briefly met a representative of the Dalai Lama in Paris,
describing it as a gesture of respect — a move Beijing
traditionally interprets as interference in domestic
affairs.

Against this backdrop, discussions about a potential
EU-China trade or investment agreement appear
increasingly unlikely. German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz had suggested in March that such an agreement
could be conceivable in the long term, and Chinese
officials have raised the topic in bilateral exchanges.
However, no formal negotiations have begun, and
opposition within the EU remains significant. Finnish
Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen described China'’s close
alignment with Russia as a “disqualifying factor.” Given
that all 27 EU member states hold veto power, a single
objection is sufficient to block progress.

The broader implication is a shift from
compartmentalized engagement to systemic rivalry.
Trade, technology, and geopolitics are becoming
increasingly interconnected, reducing the space for
selective cooperation. As tensions accumulate across
multiple fronts, the relationship is moving toward a
more constrained and contested equilibrium, where
economic ties persist but are increasingly shaped by
strategic considerations rather than purely commercial
logic. [Politico] [South China Morning Post 3]

China: African minerals push targets
processing control and Western supply
chains

(ms) China is expanding its critical minerals strategy in
Africa through partnerships that go beyond mining
concessions and raw material imports. New
cooperation with Namibia and Mozambique shows
Beijing moving deeper into processing, geological
mapping, infrastructure, and security-linked resource
development — areas that determine who controls
future supply chains, not just who extracts the
minerals.

In Namibia, China is backing domestic processing of
uranium and critical minerals including lithium and
cobalt. The country has long exported raw materials,
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but since 2023 it has banned exports of unprocessed
lithium, cobalt, manganese, graphite, and rare earths
to force more value creation at home. For Windhoek,
the aim is industrialization: jobs, processing capacity,
and a stronger position in global value chains. For
Beijing, the opportunity is more strategic. Namibia is
already a major uranium supplier to China, exporting
USD 803 million in uranium ores and concentrates to
China in 2024, far above exports to France, the United
States, or Canada. China was also Namibia's largest
export destination in 2025, accounting for 37.2 percent
of total export value.

The fuel rod discussion matters because it moves the
relationship from raw uranium toward the nuclear fuel
cycle. If Chinese firms help finance, build, or operate
processing capacity in Namibia, they may gain stronger
influence over technology standards, offtake contracts,
financing terms, and downstream flows. That would
give Namibia more local value addition, but it could
also make the country’s industrial upgrade dependent
on Chinese capital, equipment, and market access. For
investors, the key question is therefore not only
whether Namibia processes more minerals
domestically, but who controls the processing
infrastructure and where the output is committed.
[South China Morning Post 1]

Mozambique shows a similar pattern at an earlier
stage. China and Mozambique agreed to map graphite,
lithium, and rare earth deposits in Cabo Delgado and
other northern provinces, areas that are resource-rich
but affected by insurgency. Geological mapping is not
neutral: it creates the information base for future
concessions, infrastructure corridors, financing
decisions, and security planning. China is already active
in Mozambique's graphite sector, including a Chinese-
owned processing plant with annual capacity of
200,000 metric tons that opened in January 2026.

The broader implication is that China is positioning
itself upstream before Western governments and
companies can diversify supply chains away from
Chinese dominance. The EU and United States have
both tried to reduce dependence on China for battery
materials, rare earths, graphite, and nuclear inputs.
But if Chinese firms control African processing
capacity, mapping data, financing, and offtake,
Western buyers may still face China-linked supply
chains even when the minerals are mined outside
China. [South China Morning Post 2]

India provides new swap facility to
Maldives as maturing debt highlights
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liquidity pressures in Malé

(Im) India has released roughly USD 319 million to the
Maldives under the SAARC Currency Swap Framework
—a regional mechanism that allows central banks of
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
member states to provide short-term foreign currency
liquidity support—as an earlier USD 400 million facility
reached maturity and was repaid.

The USD 400 million swap, originally obtained in
October 2024 under a bilateral agreement between
the Maldives Monetary Authority, the country’s central
bank, and the Reserve Bank of India, matured on April
23 after having been extended twice.

Following this repayment, India approved the first
drawdown of INR 30 billion under the renewed 2024-
2027 SAARC Currency Swap Framework, agreed during
President Mohamed Muizzu's state visit to India in
October 2024. The updated framework includes
concessional terms, particularly regarding interest
rates and conditions.

Since the launch of the swap mechanism in 2012, the
Reserve Bank of India has provided a cumulative USD
1.1 billion in liquidity support to the Maldives. In
addition, India rolled over USD 100 million in Maldivian
government Treasury bills in 2025 as emergency
financial assistance.

The new disbursement effectively constitutes a rollover
mechanism, allowing the Maldives to replace maturing
obligations with fresh liquidity support. Reports
indicate that further extensions of the previous USD
400 million facility may have been constrained by
Indian regulatory limits. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

In the Maldives, Former President and vocal opposition
figure Mohamed Nasheed welcomed the arrangement,
noting that such rollover practices are commonly used
to manage short-term debt pressures. At the same
time, he called on the government of President Muizzu
to develop a comprehensive debt sustainability plan
and to engage in cross-party consultations on fiscal
management. He cited concerns over high public
spending and declining tourism revenues, which have
reportedly fallen by 30 percent.

Nasheed also pointed to broader repayment
pressures, noting that the Maldives has recently
settled more than USD 900 million in debt obligations,
including a USD 500 million sovereign sukuk, an Islamic
financial instrument structured to comply with Sharia
principles by avoiding interest-based lending. He
raised concerns about the adequacy of foreign


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-tth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-ttk/

exchange reserves to meet upcoming obligations. [The
Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

India deepens maritime and
humanitarian cooperation with Sri Lanka

(dqgl) India has stepped up operational and
humanitarian support to Sri Lanka, handing over two
Personal Watercraft and safety gear to enhance the Sri
Lanka Coast Guard's near-shore search and rescue
capabilities, alongside a broader package of defense
and medical cooperation.

In parallel, India will supply 50,000 rounds of 9mm
ammunition to the Sri Lankan Navy, further reinforcing
operational readiness.

Furthermore, India and Sri Lanka have strengthened
maritime cooperation through joint diving drills,
training exchanges, and coordinated naval activities in
Colombo, highlighting growing interoperability
between the two navies under the ongoing IN-SLN
DIVEX 2026 exercise.

Led by the Indian naval vessel INS Nireekshak, the
engagement, carried out on April 21-27, included
advanced deep-sea diving operations over wreck sites
as well as professional and informal exchanges aimed
at improving coordination, safety, and operational
readiness. [Times of India] [Lokmat]

Canada’s financial intelligence report
highlights Indian diaspora-linked gang
activity

(dgl) Canadian financial intelligence has drawn
attention to the expanding overseas footprint of
Indian-origin criminal networks, pointing to growing
risks at the intersection of migration, diaspora
communities and organized crime.

A bulletin by Financial Transactions and Reports
Analysis Centre of Canada (FINTRAC)—Canada'’s federal
financial intelligence agency—documents a surge in
extortion, shootings and arson targeting South Asian
communities in Canada, with key involvement
attributed to networks linked to India, including the
Bishnoi gang and the Bambiha gang—both named
after their leaders. Canada'’s designation of the Bishnoi
network as a terrorist entity in 2025 signals a marked
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escalation in the international treatment of such
groups. [EINTRAC]

A central feature of the threat is the recruitment of
financially vulnerable young Indian nationals on study
permits, who are used as intermediaries, money mules
and low-level enforcers. This reflects a decentralized
operational model in which diaspora-based actors
execute activities locally while maintaining links—
financial or organizational—to networks with roots in
India. [The Tribune] [Global News]

U.S. reaffirms commitment to deepening
logistics cooperation and interoperability
with India

(dqgl) General Kevin Schneider, the Commander of U.S.
Pacific Air Forces, used his April 19-25 visit to India to
underscore Washington'’s sustained push to expand
defense cooperation with New Delhi, with a particular
emphasis on logistics integration and operational
readiness across the Indo-Pacific. [U.S. Embassy, India]

Talks with Indian military leadership—especially within
the Indian Air Force—prioritized enhancing logistics
frameworks that enable faster deployment, sustained
operations, and coordinated responses to crises.
These mechanisms are increasingly central to joint
humanitarian missions and contingency planning,
reinforcing both countries’ capacity to maintain a
persistent regional presence.

The visit also highlighted the widening scope of
bilateral military engagement, now spanning air, land,
maritime, space, and cyber domains. Expanded joint
exercises, training programs and high-level exchanges
are driving greater interoperability and institutional
familiarity between the two forces, reflecting a shift
from symbolic partnership to operational alignment.
[The Tribune]

India deepens security coordination with
UAE

(dqgl) India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval held
high-level talks with United Arab Emirates (UAE)
President Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, reaffirming
the depth of the India-UAE Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership while reviewing the evolving security
landscape in West Asia.
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The consultations covered bilateral cooperation
alongside broader geopolitical developments,
reflecting India’s sustained effort to consolidate ties
with key Gulf partners.

This follows Doval's earlier trip to Saudi Arabia, where
he met senior figures including Foreign Minister Faisal
bin Farhan and Energy Minister Abdulaziz bin Salman,
indicating a coordinated outreach across major
regional actors.

The talks were held amid renewed uncertainty over
potential US-Iran engagement, while Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi met Russian President
Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg on April 26, where
Moscow expressed political backing for Tehran and
called for a swift restoration of peace. [Business World]
[DW]

India and New Zealand deepen trade ties
through new free trade agreement

(dgl) India and New Zealand have finalized a
comprehensive free trade agreement, reflecting a
calculated shift toward diversified economic
partnerships as both countries respond to intensifying
global trade disruptions and geopolitical uncertainty.

The agreement, signed in New Delhi on April 27 by
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and Trade Minister
Todd McClay, was negotiated within nine months and
establishes a broad liberalization framework. It
eliminates or reduces tariffs on approximately 95
percent of New Zealand's exports to India, while
granting full duty-free access to Indian exports. New
Zealand has further committed to invest USD 20 billion
in India over the next 15 years, adding a long-term
strategic dimension to the deal.

Sectorally, the agreement is expected to bolster Indian
exports in labor-intensive industries such as textiles,
engineering goods, leather, and marine products—
areas currently affected by higher U.S. tariffs. New
Zealand, in turn, is positioned to expand shipments of
horticultural products, timber, wool, coal, and meat.

At the same time, India’s exclusion of dairy and certain
agricultural products—including highlights continued
domestic sensitivities and the political limits of trade
liberalization. [The Tribune]

The agreement comes at a time when New Delhi is
seeking to mitigate external vulnerabilities, including
U.S. tariff pressures and instability in maritime and


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-tik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-tiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-tdl/

energy routes linked to the Iran conflict, by broadening
its trade network.

While current bilateral trade volumes remain relatively
modest, the agreement’'s importance lies in its
strategic orientation. It establishes mechanisms for
regulatory cooperation and investment facilitation,
reinforcing economic resilience amid a more
fragmented global trade environment. [AP_News]

Ratification in New Zealand is expected following the
opposition New Zealand Labour Party's recent decision
to back the agreement, despite strong concerns raised
by labor groups over the lack of transparency
surrounding the free trade agreement, warning that
limited scrutiny risks embedding weak labor
protections in the final arrangement. [RNZ]

Japan considers ministerial visit to China
amid strained ties

(dql) Japan is considering sending Trade Minister
Ryosei Akazawa to an Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) trade meeting in Suzhou, China, in
late May, in what could mark the first ministerial visit
to China since bilateral ties deteriorated following
remarks on Taiwan by Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi,
sources familiar with the matter said. China chairs
APEC this year.

If confirmed, the trip would represent a tentative step
toward reopening high-level political engagement with
Beijing, with Akazawa also expected to seek
opportunities for informal meetings with senior
Chinese officials on the sidelines of the forum, which
runs for four days from 20 May. China is hosting APEC
this year under a theme emphasizing regional
economic cooperation and multilateral trade.

The visit comes against a backdrop of sustained
diplomatic friction, including China’s introduction of
tighter export controls on dual-use goods in January
and earlier restrictions imposed after Tokyo's
comments that a Taiwan contingency could constitute
a “survival-threatening situation” for Japan.

Despite limited political progress, both sides have
continued economic engagement indirectly. Japanese
business groups, including major corporate and trade
associations, are preparing separate delegations to
visit China in the coming months. [Kyodo News]
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Japan to host President Marcos Jr. in first
Philippine state visit in a decade

(dqgl) Japan will host Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. for a state visit from May 26-29, marking the
first such visit by a sitting Philippine leader in more
than ten years and underscoring Tokyo's expanding
strategic engagement with Manila.

Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako will formally
receive the Philippine delegation, while Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi is set to hold talks focused on
advancing the bilateral “Strengthened Strategic
Partnership,” including cooperation on maritime
security, energy, food security, and regional
developments.

The visit come as the Takaichi administration recently
significantly relaxed postwar arms export restrictions,
introducing case-by-case exceptions for lethal
equipment transfers to security partners. The shift
deepens Japan's integration into allied defense
networks, with the Philippines being one of the first
beneficiaries (see AR No. 16, April/2026, 3).

Analysts note that the Philippines occupies a central
position among Japan's security partners, reflecting
shared concerns over China’s assertiveness in the
South China Sea. The deepening relationship also
builds on evolving interpretations of Japan's
constitutional constraints, particularly Article 9 of the
Japanese Constitution, which formally renounces war
as a sovereign right and rejects the use or threat of
force to settle international disputes. It also states that
Japan will not maintain armed forces or other “war
potential,” nor recognize the right of belligerency.

Japan's growing role in Balikatan military exercise—
including the planned deployment of missile
capabilities on Philippine soil—illustrates both
operational integration and symbolic commitment. The
exercise, involving around 17,000 troops from multiple
partners, highlights the emergence of a more
networked security framework in the region, with
Japan playing an increasingly visible role alongside the
United States. [The Japan Times] [South China Morning
Post]

Japan weighs expanding U.S. base support
to include advanced facility protection
funding
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(dqgl) Japan is considering expanding its host-nation
support for U.S. forces to include funding for enhanced
protection of American military facilities, marking a
potential shift beyond traditional spending on
personnel-related costs such as housing and base
upkeep.

According to sources familiar with the matter, the
proposal is expected to be raised in bilateral
negotiations beginning as early as this summer, with
the aim of reaching a new five-year agreement by the
end of the year for implementation from fiscal 2027.

The plan is part of efforts to strengthen base resilience
against emerging threats, including explosive and
electromagnetic attacks, while reinforcing alliance
deterrence capabilities. It comes amid sustained U.S.
pressure for allies to increase cost-sharing, including
calls from President Donald Trump for higher
contributions.

Japan currently allocates around JPY 200 billion (USD
1.3 billion) annually for host-nation support, with total
five-year spending exceeding JPY 1 trillion (USD 6.6
billion) in the current cycle. The upcoming talks are
expected to focus on the scale and scope of any
additional funding. [Kyodo News]

Mexico agrees crude oil exports amid
Japan’s push to diversify energy supply
sources

(dqgl) Mexico will export 1 million barrels of crude oil to
Japan following a request from Tokyo, President
Claudia Sheinbaum said, as Japan seeks to reduce
exposure to supply risks stemming from instability in
the Middle East. [Reuters]

No timeframe for the shipments was provided. The
decision follows recent telephone talks between
Sheinbaum and Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi, during which both sides agreed to deepen
cooperation to stabilize energy supply chains.

Japan, which relies on the Middle East for over 90
percent of its crude oil imports, has accelerated efforts
to diversify suppliers and shipping routes following the
outbreak of the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran, which
has heightened concerns over potential disruptions to
global energy flows.

Beyond hydrocarbons, Mexico is also positioning itself
as a broader strategic resource partner, with
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significant reserves of key industrial minerals including
copper and zinc. [Kyodo News]

Laos-China 500 kV power line begins cross-
border operations

(ms) Laos and China have put a 500 kV cross-border
transmission line into operation, significantly
expanding electricity trade capacity between the two
countries. The line, which became operational on April
20, connects Oudomxay Province in Laos with Yunnan
Province in China.

With a capacity of up to 1.5 million kilowatts, the line is
expected to transmit around 3 billion kilowatt-hours of
electricity annually, roughly 30 times more than
previous links. Authorities estimate the project could
reduce carbon emissions by approximately 2.5 million
tonnes per year.

The project is part of a broader energy integration
strategy. The transmission line is directly linked to new
renewable energy capacity in northern Laos, including
a 1,000-megawatt solar project in Oudomxay. It also
supports plans for a larger clean energy and industrial
zone, where Chinese-backed investment is expected to
develop aluminum production using up to 2,000
megawatts of power.

The project reflects Laos' strategy to position itself as a
regional electricity exporter, often described as the
“battery of Southeast Asia,” while deepening energy
ties with China. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Power exports to Vietham surge on
new renewable capacity

(ms) Laos increased electricity exports to Vietnam to
2.92 billion kilowatt-hours in the first quarter of 2026,
up nearly 120 percent from the same period last year.
The increase was driven by new renewable energy
projects and improved cross-border transmission
capacity.

Vietnam now sources around 3.8 percent of its total
electricity output from Laos, reflecting growing
integration between the two power systems. By the
end of 2025, Vietnam had approved imports from 47
Lao energy projects with a combined capacity of 8,260
megawatts.
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New developments include the Savan 1 wind farm,
which began operations in late 2025 and is expected to
supply about 0.9 billion kilowatt-hours annually.
Transmission infrastructure has also expanded,
including the Tuong Duong-Do Luong line, which
supports power flows from Laos into Vietnam's grid.

The increase aligns with Vietnam's long-term energy
strategy, which targets imports of up to 5,000
megawatts from Laos by 2030 and potentially 11,000
megawatts by 2050. [Vientiane Times]

Japan-Malaysia ties deepen as
subnational diplomacy targets talent
development and emerging sectors

(dqgl) Malaysia's Sarawak state is intensifying its
engagement with Japan through a targeted push on
education, human capital development, and next-
generation industries, reflecting a broader trend of
subnational actors shaping external economic
partnerships. Discussions between Sarawak Premier
Johari Tun Openg and Japanese Ambassador Noriyuki
Shikata indicate a mutual interest in translating
longstanding bilateral goodwill into more sector-
specific cooperation with tangible economic outcomes.

The emphasis on education and workforce
development suggests Sarawak is positioning itself to
move up the value chain by aligning local talent
pipelines with Japanese technological expertise and
investment. Tokyo's support in these areas is
consistent with its wider regional strategy of cultivating
skilled labor ecosystems to anchor its corporate
presence abroad, particularly in Southeast Asia’s
emerging industrial hubs.

A notable component of the engagement is the
collaboration between Toybox Creations and
Technologies and SeDidik, which is piloting Al-based
cognitive development screening in early childhood
education. [Bernama]

Malaysia in talks with Iran over Hormuz
passage for Malaysian tankers

(dqgl) Malaysia is in negotiations with Iran to secure
passage for two Malaysian-owned fuel tankers that
remain subject to restrictions after exiting the Strait of
Hormuz, despite prior clearance, according to Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim.
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Anwar said one vessel has already arrived in Johor
while another is approaching Malaysian waters, but
two others remain delayed after leaving the strategic
waterway. He added that a separate Malaysian tanker
is still stranded inside the Strait due to technical
damage. [Free Malaysia Today]

UAE targets Malaysian SMEs to anchor
shift toward co-development in defense
ties

(bo) The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is seeking to
reposition its defense cooperation with Malaysia
toward co-development and industrial integration by
inviting Malaysian SMEs to participate in joint R&D,
technology exchange, and supply chain initiatives at
Defence Services Asia 2026. The outreach reflects Abu
Dhabi's strategy of building more resilient, networked
defense ecosystems amid growing supply chain
fragmentation.

Through the Tawazun Council, the UAE is promoting an
Entrepreneurship Enablement Program aimed at
embedding startups and SMEs into its defense
industrial framework via supplier onboarding, joint
development opportunities, and access to cross-
border networks.

This marks a shift away from procurement-centric ties
toward capability-building and innovation sourcing,
with Malaysia being viewed as a complementary
partner with regional market access and a developing
industrial base. [Bernama]

Malaysia eyes deepening healthcare
cooperation with Namibia

(bo) Malaysia has signaled readiness to support
Namibia in strengthening its healthcare system,
particularly in advancing universal health coverage and
addressing medicine supply shortages, during a
courtesy call between Malaysian Health Minister
Dzulkefly Ahmad and Namibia’s Minister of
International Relations and Trade Selma Ashipala-
Musavyi.

Discussions focused on capacity-building, health
system development, and potential trade-linked
cooperation in pharmaceuticals and health services,
with Namibia expressing interest in Malaysia’s public
healthcare model.
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Malaysia also reiterated its broader ambition to
position itself as a medical tourism hub, framing the
engagement as part of expanded South-South health
diplomacy and technical cooperation. [Bernama]

China and Maldives agree on interest-free
financing for 500 housing units in Malé

(Im) The Maldives and China have agreed to advance a
project to develop 500 social housing units in the
capital Malé, with financing to be provided through an
interest-free loan from the Chinese government. The
agreement was recorded through signed meeting
minutes between Maldivian housing authorities and
the China International Development Cooperation
Agency, the Chinese government body responsible for
coordinating overseas development assistance.

The discussions took place on the sidelines of the 3rd
High-Level Conference on Global Action for Shared
Development in Beijing from April 22 to 23. In addition
to the housing project, both sides held a separate
bilateral meeting to discuss further grant-based
development projects. [The Sun]

Japan provides disaster response
equipment to Maldives

(Im) The government of Japan has provided disaster
response equipment valued at MVR 66 million (USD 4.3
million) to the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA). The assistance, delivered under
Japan’s Economic and Social Development Program,
includes fire pumps, water drainage pumps, and other
specialized equipment aimed at improving firefighting,
flood management, and emergency response
capabilities across multiple islands. [The Sun]

Mongolia, Kazakhstan strengthen
strategic partnership with expanded
economic, regional cooperation

(fs) Mongolian President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh's paid a
state visit to Kazakhstan on April 20-23, where he met
President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev. Both
sides agreed to enhance economic engagement and
expand collaboration across sectors.
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Trade emerged as a central priority, with both sides
setting a target to increase bilateral turnover to USD
500 million in the coming years, with Mongolia set to
export wool, cashmere, leather, and meat products,
while Kazakhstan will supply agricultural goods.
Tokayev noted that current trade, which reached USD
130 million last year, remains below potential. They
also agreed to implement a Joint Roadmap under the
interim Free Trade Agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union.

Energy cooperation was also a key focus, with
discussions on potential Kazakh oil exports to
Mongolia and collaboration in geological exploration.
Khurelsukh highlighted that such cooperation could
help Mongolia diversify its energy sources.

Transport connectivity will be strengthened through
new and resumed flight routes, including Astana-
Ulaanbaatar and Bayan Ulgii-Oskemen, alongside
plans for a Kazakh consulate in Bayan-Ulgii. A total of
19 agreements were also signed across sectors
including industry, agriculture, raw material
processing, logistics, trade, investment, and tourism.
[Qazinform] [Montsame] [Anewz]

Khurelsukh also held talks with his Armenian
counterpart Vahagn Khachaturyan on strengthening
bilateral relations and expanding cooperation across
multiple sectors.

Both sides reviewed opportunities to enhance
economic and trade ties, including the potential export
of Mongolian agricultural products to Armenia under
the Temporary Trade Agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union. Khurelsukh expressed interest in
joint cooperation with Armenia in environmental
protection. [Open.kg]

U.S. steps up action against Myanmar-
based scam compounds

(dqgl) The United States has intensified enforcement
against large-scale online fraud operations in
Myanmar, charging two Chinese nationals for running
a scam compound in Karen State. The facility is alleged
to have used fake investment platforms to defraud
victims, including Americans, through wire fraud
schemes. [Department of Justice, USA]

The DOJ says the compound operates in militia-
controlled territory near the Thai border, while the U.S.
State Department separately announced a USD 10
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million reward tied to recovery of proceeds from
another scam site in the same state.

Authorities also linked broader operations to
transnational fraud networks targeting cryptocurrency
and online investment victims.

U.S. officials described Myanmar as a continuing focal
point of a coordinated strike force targeting Southeast
Asian scam centers, citing billions of dollars in annual
losses. [The Irrawaddy]

North Korea, Russia deepen multi-domain
partnership from defense to economic
cooperation

(dqgl) A surge of Russian aircraft activity in North
Korean airspace last week—ranging from military jets
to a first direct commercial flight—point to the
accelerating depth and diversification of ties between
Pyongyang and Moscow, extending beyond defense
into tourism, infrastructure, and resource cooperation.

Multiple visits by Russian military-linked aircraft,
including repeated short-duration trips by an II-62M
operated by the Russian Aerospace Forces, point to
ongoing sensitive exchanges. The brief and opaque
nature of these flights suggests the transfer of
personnel, high-value equipment, or other classified
interactions tied to the expanding military partnership,
which has intensified amid Russia’s war in Ukraine. [NK
News]

Parallel to this, high-level Russian delegations led by
Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokoltsev and ministers
responsible for health and natural resources visited
North Korea, signaling a broadening institutional
relationship. Talks covered law enforcement
cooperation—particularly on drug trafficking—and the
potential export of Russian surveillance technologies.
[The Chosun Daily]

Discussions on deploying Al-based facial recognition
systems at the Wonsan Kalma tourist zone underscore
Pyongyang's intent to tightly monitor foreign visitors
and control information flows, reflecting regime
concerns over social exposure and internal security.

The inauguration of the first direct Moscow-Wonsan
commercial flight, alongside infrastructure upgrades at
Wonsan airport, marks a tentative opening of North
Korea's tourism sector—albeit narrowly focused on
Russian visitors. This aligns with joint efforts to expand
tourism and develop the coastal resort as a controlled
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gateway for foreign currency inflows. [The Korea
Times]

Economic cooperation featured prominently, with both
sides advancing plans for joint exploration of natural
resources, including rare earths and hydrocarbons,
and launching the construction of a bilateral
“Friendship Hospital.” [Korea JoongAng Daily]

Russia’s financial commitment to offshore energy
exploration and continued training of North Korean
geologists indicate a long-term strategic interest in the
North Korea's resource base, potentially intersecting
with its broader sanctions-evasion and supply
diversification strategies.

Infrastructure integration is also progressing, notably
through the construction of the first road bridge across
the Tumen River, expected to open in June, which will
significantly enhance cross-border connectivity and
trade capacity. [Reuters]

In the latest development, North Korea and Russia are
reportedly moving toward a structured five-year
military cooperation framework covering 2027-2031, a
development that analysts say could mark a shift from
ad hoc wartime coordination to a more
institutionalized security partnership.

Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov told North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un in Pyongyang that Moscow
is prepared to sign a long-term military cooperation
plan this year, according to Russian state media. The
proposed framework is expected to include arms
transfers, technology sharing, joint training, and
personnel exchanges, signaling a broader and more
durable defense relationship.

The discussions took place during a Russian delegation
visit to Pyongyang on April 26-27, which included
senior officials attending the opening of a memorial
commemorating North Korean troops who fought
alongside Russia in Ukraine. Both sides used the
occasion to reaffirm what they described as “blood-
forged"” ties and expanding political-military
coordination. [The Korea Herald] [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan's President visits China to
advance trade, investment, and CPEC
cooperation

(Im) Pakistan’s President Asif Ali Zardari is on a five-day
official visit to China from April 26 to May 1, aimed at
strengthening bilateral trade, investment, and strategic
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cooperation, with a focus on advancing projects under
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a
flagship component of Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative
involving more than USD 65 billion in pledged
investments.

The visit, which coincides with the seventy-fifth
anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two
countries, includes engagements with provincial
leadership and meetings with Chinese companies,
including in Hunan and Hainan provinces. [Arab News
1]

During the visit, three memorandums of
understanding have been signed covering cooperation
in water desalination, agricultural technology, and the
tea sector. The agreements involve Chinese
companies, the provincial government of Sindh—
where Zardari's PPP party is in power—and a Pakistani
trading company.

One agreement focuses on the development of a
seawater desalination project in Karachi, Pakistan's
largest city, aimed at improving water supply in a
metropolitan area of around 20 million people facing
persistent shortages. A second agreement addresses
cooperation in agricultural technology, while a third
establishes collaboration in the tea sector, including
production and trade. [Arab News 2]

More broadly, discussions are focusing on expanding
cooperation in key sectors, including agriculture,
industrial technology, health, education, and trade.
Pakistani officials have emphasized interest in
collaboration on agricultural technology, seed
development, and modern farming practices,
alongside industrial manufacturing, digitalization, and
joint ventures to support infrastructure and export-
oriented growth.

During the visit, Zardari has toured major Chinese
industrial and agricultural enterprises, highlighting
opportunities for technology transfer, capacity
building, and value-added production. Chinese
counterparts have reiterated support for continued
development of CPEC and broader economic
cooperation. [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

Islamabad raises Indus treaty and
security concerns on anniversary of 2025
India-Pakistan escalation

(Im) Developments marking the first anniversary of last
year's India-Pakistan crisis have triggered renewed
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diplomatic and security tensions between the two
countries, with Islamabad raising both water-sharing
and military concerns at the international level.

The anniversary relates to a sequence of events in April
2025, when a militant attack in Pahalgam, in Indian-
administered Kashmir, on April 22 killed 26 people,
mostly tourists. India blamed Pakistan for involvement,
which Islamabad denied. One day later, on April 23,
India announced that it was placing the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance. The treaty, signed in 1960 with
World Bank support, regulates the use of the Indus
river system and allocates the three western rivers—
Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab—primarily to Pakistan,
which relies on them for most of its agriculture. The
crisis escalated into a brief but intense military
confrontation between the two sides in May 2025.

Against this backdrop, Pakistan has now called on the
United Nations Security Council to press India to
restore the full implementation of the treaty. In a letter
submitted on April 23, Pakistan urged the Council to
ensure that India resumes treaty-mandated
cooperation, including data-sharing, and refrains from
what it described as “water coercion.” Pakistan
maintains that the treaty does not allow unilateral
suspension, while India has not fully halted water flows
but has suspended key institutional mechanisms.
[Arab News 1]

At the same time, tensions have resurfaced on the
security front. Pakistan warned that any renewed
Indian military action would be met with a “firm,
decisive and swift response,” following recent remarks
by India's military leadership referring to preparations
for future operations similar to last year's campaign.
[Arab News 2]

Pakistan-Sri Lanka joint military exercise
focuses on counter-terrorism operations

(Im) Pakistan and Sri Lanka have launched a two-week
joint military exercise focused on counter-terrorism
operations. The exercise is being conducted in Pakistan
and involves elite units from both countries, including
special forces. Pakistan and Sri Lanka have maintained
military ties for years, including cooperation during Sri
Lanka's conflict with Tamil separatist insurgents, which
lasted for over two decades and ended in 2009. [Arab
News]
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Pakistan-Afghanistan ceasefire under
strain as cross-border attacks resume

(Im) A ceasefire agreed in March between Pakistan and
Afghanistan is coming under pressure after both sides
reported renewed cross-border attacks, marking the
most serious escalation since the truce halted weeks of
fighting.

The latest violence was reported on April 27, when
Afghan authorities said mortar and rocket fire in Kunar
province in eastern Afghanistan killed at least four
people and wounded dozens, including civilians. The
reported strikes affected residential areas and a
university in the provincial capital. Pakistan rejected
these claims, stating that no such attacks took place
and that any operations are directed only at militant
targets.

At the same time, Pakistani officials reported cross-
border firing in South Waziristan, a district along the
Afghan border, injuring civilians. [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]
[Arab News 1]

The ceasefire followed intense clashes in February,
when cross-border strikes and air operations brought
the two countries close to open conflict. Mediation
efforts led by China, with support from Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkiye, resulted in a temporary halt to
hostilities, although sporadic incidents have continued
since then.

Tensions remain centered on militant activity along the
border. Pakistan accuses Afghanistan of providing safe
haven to the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which it
says operates from Afghan territory and conducts
attacks inside Pakistan. Afghan authorities deny this
and instead accuse Pakistan of violating Afghan
sovereignty.

Parallel to the cross-border tensions, Pakistan has
continued military operations inside its own territory.
On April 24, security forces conducted an intelligence-
based operation in Khyber district in the northwestern
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, killing at least 22
militants identified as TTP members and recovering
weapons. [Arab News 2]

Seychelles expands cooperation with
Russia during President’s state visit to
Moscow
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(Im) Seychelles is expanding its engagement with
Russia across tourism, maritime security, labor, and
sports following a series of agreements and high-level
meetings during President Patrick Herminie's state visit
to Moscow from April 22 to 24.

During talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin on
April 22, both sides discussed cooperation in fisheries,
energy, agriculture, trade, and education. Concrete
initiatives include plans for year-round direct flights, a
shipping route for perishable goods, and collaboration
in renewable energy and technical training. [Seychelles
News Agency 1]

Tourism remains central, with Russian visitors
accounting for approximately 22 percent of arrivals.
Seychelles plans to establish an embassy in Russia to
support tourism promotion and bilateral engagement.

Maritime security was also addressed, with Seychelles
exploring Russian support in monitoring its Exclusive
Economic Zone of approximately 1.3 million square
kilometers, where challenges include piracy, illegal
fishing, and trafficking. [Seychelles News Agency 2]

On April 24, Seychelles signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Russia’s Federal Service for Labour
and Employment to strengthen labor inspection
systems, workplace safety, and digital employment
services, including training programs for inspectors.
[Seychelles News Agency 3]

In parallel, both sides are exploring a separate
agreement on sports cooperation, focusing on athlete
training, technical exchanges, and capacity building.
[Seychelles News Agency 4]

Additional agreements cover archaeology, heritage
conservation, and academic exchange. [Seychelles
News Agency 5]

Singaporean court allows offshore rig
builder Seatrium to avoid prosecution in
Brazil bribery case

(ms) Singapore’s High Court has approved a deal
allowing Seatrium Limited, a major builder of offshore
oil rigs and marine infrastructure, to avoid criminal
prosecution over corruption linked to Brazil's
Operation Car Wash investigation.

The agreement relates to Seatrium'’s past business in
Brazil, where it helped build and service offshore
drilling platforms for the state oil company Petrobras.
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Investigators uncovered a bribery scheme in which
companies allegedly paid officials to secure contracts.
Seatrium became implicated over alleged improper
payments tied to these projects.

Under the deferred prosecution agreement, the
company will not face trial if it complies with conditions
set by prosecutors. It must pay a penalty of USD 110
million, with USD 53 million already paid to Brazilian
authorities credited against that amount, leaving USD
57 million payable in Singapore.

The case spans multiple jurisdictions. Seatrium has
already reached settlement agreements in Brazil, while
Singapore authorities conducted parallel
investigations. Although the company avoids
prosecution, individual cases continue. Two former
executives were charged in Singapore in 2024 over
alleged bribes exceeding SGD 20 million (USD 14.8
million).

As part of the agreement, Seatrium must strengthen
its compliance and internal controls. If it fails to meet
these conditions, prosecutors can reinstate criminal
charges. The case reflects how cross-border corruption
investigations are increasingly resolved through
coordinated financial settlements rather than full
prosecutions. [The Online Citizen]

South Korean President Lee signals
renewed engagement push toward North
Korea

(dgl) South Korean President Lee Jae Myung has
reaffirmed his administration’s intent to revive inter-
Korean dialogue and rebuild trust with Pyongyang,
urging North Korea to respond to Seoul's diplomatic
overtures in a message marking the eighth anniversary
of the Panmunjom Declaration, the 2018 inter-Korean
agreement on reducing military tensions and
improving relations between North and South Korea,
signed in 2018 by then President Moon Jae-in and
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un.

In remarks delivered at a commemorative ceremony at
the National Assembly, Lee stressed that his
government would “proactively take steps” to restore
confidence between the two Koreas and pursue a
framework of peaceful coexistence on the peninsula.
He emphasized that long-term stability and shared
prosperity remain central policy objectives, while
calling on North Korea to reciprocate Seoul's stated
goodwill.
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The president further stated that his administration
has already begun steps to rebuild trust since taking
office in June 2025, including reaffirming respect for
North Korea's political system, ruling out unification by
absorption, and pledging to avoid hostile actions. [The
Korea Herald]

Lee's positions reflect a continued shift toward a more
engagement-oriented North Korea policy compared to
more hardline deterrence-focused approaches
pursued under his predecessor Yoon Suk Yeol.

South Korea-US ties tested over e-
commerce probe and judicial sovereignty

(dql) Tensions between South Korea and the United
States have emerged over a regulatory and legal
dispute involving Coupang, South Korea's largest e-
commerce platform, as a domestic investigation into
the company has drawn political attention in
Washington and raised concerns about potential
spillover into alliance dynamics. [UPI]

According to Seoul, the issue has moved beyond a
commercial and regulatory matter into the security
domain, with reports alleging that the United States
has linked progress in sensitive bilateral defense
negotiations—including discussions on nuclear-
powered submarines and nuclear fuel-cycle
capabilities—to legal assurances involving Coupang's
U.S.-linked leadership. South Korean officials have
rejected any such linkage, stressing that judicial and
regulatory processes must remain fully separate from
alliance-level security cooperation, while
acknowledging that broader diplomatic discussions
have experienced delays amid the controversy.

The investigation at the center of the dispute concerns
allegations that Coupang was involved in a large-scale
consumer data breach affecting tens of millions of
users, alongside claims of unfair or anti-competitive
business practices in its platform and logistics
operations. South Korean authorities have
characterized the case as a matter of domestic law
enforcement under data protection and market
regulation frameworks, with proceedings still at the
investigative stage and no final judicial ruling reached.
[The Korea Times]

A key factor shaping U.S. political attention is
Coupang's leadership profile, particularly its founder
Bom Kim, a U.S. citizen with significant educational,
financial, and institutional ties to the United States,
alongside the company’s listing on the New York Stock


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-ilk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-ilk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-ilu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gkuuyuk-l-irl/

Exchange. While the company is not American-owned,
these linkages have led some U.S. lawmakers to frame
the issue as involving U.S. economic exposure and
citizen interests, increasing political sensitivity in
Washington over South Korea's regulatory actions.

Against this backdrop, 90 liberal South Korean
lawmakers have urged the U.S. Congress to respect
Seoul's judicial sovereignty, responding to rising U.S.
political pressure over the investigations. In a letter to
the U.S. ambassador to Seoul released on April 28, the
lawmakers—primarily from the ruling Democratic
Party and allied progressive groups—emphasized that
criminal investigations must remain “independent and
free from external pressure,” and argued that no
company or individual can stand outside the
jurisdiction of a sovereign legal system. They further
warned that framing domestic legal enforcement as
part of trade or security bargaining risks undermining
alliance integrity and setting a precedent for external
interference in judicial processes.

The move follows an April 21 letter from 54 Republican
U.S. lawmakers urging Seoul to halt what they
described as a “targeted assault” on American
companies, including Coupang, Apple, Google, and
Meta. The U.S. lawmakers argued that South Korea's
handling of a reported large-scale data leak had been
used as a pretext for disproportionate regulatory
action, warning that such measures could damage
bilateral economic ties and disrupt broader
technology-driven interdependence within the alliance.
[The Korea Herald] [The Chosun Daily]

Japan provides USD 2.66 million to Sri
Lanka for climate and gender-focused
development projects

(Im) Japan has pledged USD 2.66 million in funding for
two development projects in Sri Lanka focused on
climate resilience and gender equality, to be
implemented in partnership with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the Sri Lankan
government. [Daily Mirror]

Iranian naval vessel remains under Sri
Lanka’s control after Middle East war-
linked maritime incident

(Im) An Iranian naval vessel remains under Sri Lankan
control as authorities continue diplomatic discussions
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with Iran following a maritime incident in early March
linked to the broader military escalation between the
United States and Israel on one side and Iran on the
other.

The Iranian Navy replenishment vessel IRIS Booshehr is
currently stationed off Trincomalee—Sri Lanka’s main
deep-water harbor on the eastern coast—after being
taken under Sri Lankan control under international
maritime law when it reported engine failure near
Colombo. The vessel was escorted away from the
country’s main commercial port to avoid disruption to
shipping traffic and later moved to waters off the
eastern coast.

The incident followed the sinking of a second Iranian
warship, IRIS Dena, on March 4 in waters south of Sri
Lanka. The vessel was destroyed during the ongoing
war involving the US and Israel against Iran, after being
struck in a military engagement at sea. Sri Lankan
authorities subsequently conducted search-and-rescue
operations, evacuating survivors and recovering bodies
from the area.

Shortly after the sinking, the /RIS Booshehr, which had
been operating alongside the /RIS Dena, reported
mechanical failure and requested assistance. Sri Lanka
then took control of the vessel and its crew under
maritime procedures applicable to distress situations
involving foreign military vessels.

More than 200 Iranian crew members from the two
vessels were repatriated to Iran in mid-April. A small
number of Iranian personnel remain aboard the /RIS
Booshehr, alongside Sri Lanka Navy officers, pending a
final decision on the vessel's status.

Sri Lanka's Deputy Defence Minister Aruna Jayasekera
said discussions between the Foreign Ministry and
Iranian authorities are ongoing to determine the
vessel's disposition, including conditions for its
eventual return. [Daily Mirror]

Singapore-Taiwan semiconductor
alignment signals selective supply chain
convergence

(ak) Singapore is positioning itself as a complementary
partner to Taiwan in semiconductors, with its
representative to Taiwan, Foo Teow Lee, highlighting a
division of roles in which Taiwan provides scale and
advanced chipmaking capabilities while Singapore
focuses on packaging, R&D, and ecosystem
development.
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He framing aligns with Singapore’s planned SD 800
million (USD 628 million) investment in semiconductor
research, recently announced by Singaporean Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong, and reflects a broader
strategy to embed itself more deeply in high-value
segments of the supply chain without directly
competing with Taiwan’s foundry dominance, led by
firms such as Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company (TSMC). [Focus Taiwan] [Economic Daily, in
Chinese]

Taiwan’s main opposition party chair to
visit US in June after Xi talks

(dgl) Cheng Li-wun, Chair of the Kuomintang (KMT),
announced she will undertake a 10-day visit to the
United States in June, signaling an effort by Taiwan’s
main opposition party to actively engage Washington
amid sensitive cross-strait dynamics.

Cheng said she intends to meet senior officials in
Washington, D.C., to brief them on her recent
discussions with Chinese leader Xi Jinping and to
exchange views on issues of mutual concern. She also
indicated that arrangements are being explored for a
possible meeting with officials at the U.S. State
Department. In parallel, she noted that several senior
U.S. lawmakers have already expressed interest in
meeting her during the trip.

The itinerary is expected to include outreach to the
Taiwanese diaspora in the United States, as well as
revised academic engagements at Harvard University
and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
following invitations from both institutions.

Separately, American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) Director
Raymond Greene met Cheng at KMT headquarters,
where both sides reiterated support for the principle
that cross-strait differences should be resolved
peacefully and without coercion, and in a manner
acceptable to both populations. [Taiwan News]

The announcement follows Cheng's recent visit to
China which drew heavy criticism from the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), portraying it as
lending legitimacy to Beijing's unification narrative and
potentially undermining Taiwan’s sovereignty (see AiR
No. 15, April/2026, 2).

It also comes as the U.S. is pressing Taiwan to pass
President Lai Ching-te’s proposed eight-year NTD 1.25
trillion (USD 40 billion) special defense budget, which
includes substantial funding for the procurement of
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U.S. defense systems and weapons, and which the
KMT and the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) have been
delaying for more than six months by leveraging their
parliamentary majority (see article in this edition).

Taiwan receives final U.S. Abrams tank
shipment, completing armored upgrade
program

(dgl) Taiwan has completed receipt of all U.S.-
manufactured M1A2T Abrams tanks under a long-
delayed modernization program aimed at upgrading
its ground combat capability amid sustained military
pressure from China.

The final consignment of 28 tanks concludes a 108-
vehicle acquisition package signed in 2019, valued at
roughly NTD 40.5 billion (about USD 1.29 billion), which
also included recovery and heavy transport systems.

The new tanks are intended to replace Taiwan's ageing
main battle tank fleet, which has been in service for
decades, marking the most substantial enhancement
of its armored forces in years. Earlier deliveries have
already been incorporated into active units, while the
latest batch will be divided between training roles and
operational deployment.

Military planners are concentrating the new armor in
northern Taiwan, where they are expected to reinforce
defenses around key infrastructure and provide rapid
response capability against potential landing
operations. Analysts interpret this deployment pattern
as a move toward prioritizing protection of critical
political and logistical hubs over broad geographic
dispersion. [Taiwan News] [South China Morning Post]

Taiwan signs U.S. deal to co-develop Al-
enabled unmanned naval systems

(dgl) The National Chung-Shan Institute of Science and
Technology—Taiwan’s main state-run defense research
and development agency—has signed an MOU with
U.S.-based Saronic Technologies to advance joint
development of unmanned surface vessels and related
maritime defense systems.

The cooperation will focus on technologies including
Al-enabled target recognition and tracking,
autonomous interception functions, and defensive
deployment systems, with the aim of strengthening
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Taiwan's asymmetric naval capabilities. Both sides also
plan to develop a modular unmanned boat platform
designed for lower production costs, rapid component
replacement, and remote system upgrades.

The agreement further covers collaboration on Al
command-and-control software, systems integration,
and life-cycle maintenance, while seeking to better link
Taiwan'’s shipbuilding, electronics, and software
industries with the global defense supply chain.

The institute has already conducted sea trials of its
Kuai Chi unmanned surface vessel and is scheduled to
produce more than 1,300 units over the next five years
for deployment across the navy, marine corps, and
special forces units. [Taiwan News]

President Lai’'s Eswatini trip canceled

(ak) Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te postponed a
planned visit to Eswatini, Taiwan's sole African
diplomatic ally, after Seychelles, Mauritius and
Madagascar revoked overflight permits. The trip, set
for April 22-26, meant to mark the 40th anniversary of
King Mswati IlI's accession as well as his birthday (see
AIR No. 15, April/2026, 2). Instead, Foreign Minister Lin
Chia-lung arrived on April 26 in Eswatini as Lai's special
envoy. [Focus Taiwan 1]

Taipei officials blamed “intense pressure” from the
China, including economic coercion tied to African debt
burdens, and referred to Beijing as “the mastermind
behind this incident”. On X, Lai posted criticism of the
PRC's “suppressive actions,” saying they “exposed the
risks authoritarian regimes pose to the international
order”. [Taipei Times 1] [EFE] [BBC] [Guardian]

Taiwanese Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung, who arrived
in Eswatini past weekend as Lai's special envoy, said
Taiwan would not be held back by “authoritarian
forces,” while Lai used a video message to tell King
Mswati Ill that Taiwan is a sovereign country and that
external pressure would only deepen its resolve.

Lai thanked Eswatini for its support, praised the
country’s development progress, and highlighted
ongoing bilateral projects including an oil storage
facility due in 2028 and a planned industrial innovation
park. [Reuters] [Focus Taiwan 2]

China denied allegations of economic coercion while
stating appreciation for revoked permits and thanking
Seychelles, Mauritius and Madagascar for adhering to
the One China principle. US lawmakers decried
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Beijing's actions as bullying and economic warfare. The
episode also drew criticism from the European Union,
which said overflight rights should be handled
transparently and without political objectives. [Taipei
Times 2] [RTI News 1] [RTI News 2]

Beyond the diplomatic fallout, the event has also
drawn attention to allegations of labor abuse and free-
speech pressures linked to Taiwan-backed projects in
Eswatini, which Taiwan disputes citing factual and
institutional grounds. [The Diplomat] [Taiwan ICDF]

Taiwanese minister inspects rescue drill
in South China Sea

(ak) A Taiwanese official has visited Itu Aba (Taiping
Island) in the disputed Spratly Islands to observe coast
guard exercises, as regional military activity intensifies
across the South China Sea.

Ocean Affairs Minister Kuan Bi-ling oversaw drills
simulating humanitarian rescue and medical
evacuation operations, as well as the interception of a
non-compliant cargo vessel by armed personnel. The
exercise reflects Taiwan'’s effort to reinforce its
administrative presence on the island, which is also
claimed by China, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

Itu Aba, the largest natural feature in the Spratly chain,
hosts a small Taiwanese coast guard and civilian
presence and includes an airstrip and medical facilities.
Its legal status remains disputed following a 2016
arbitration ruling that classified it as a “rock,” limiting
maritime entitlements—a decision rejected by both
Taiwan and China.

The visit coincided with the ongoing Balikatan exercise,
the largest annual U.S.-Philippine-led multinational
military drill (see article in this edition), involving large-
scale amphibious and multi-domain operations across
the Philippines and surrounding waters. The exercises
have drawn criticism from Beijing, which views them as
part of a broader effort to contain China's regional
influence.

At the same time, China deployed an amphibious
assault ship to the South China Sea and operated an
aircraft carrier near the Taiwan Strait, underscoring
parallel military signaling by multiple actors. [BBC]

Thailand moves to revoke 2001 maritime
agreement with Cambodia, prioritizes
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land border negotiations

(Im) Thailand’s government is moving to terminate the
2001 memorandum of understanding on overlapping
maritime claims with Cambodia (MoU 44), while
signaling a shift toward prioritizing land border
demarcation before addressing offshore disputes.

The decision follows an agreement in principle by
Thailand’'s National Security Council on April 23 to
revoke MoU 44, with the proposal to be forwarded to
the cabinet for final approval. The move builds on
earlier deliberations assessing the legal and strategic
implications of ending the agreement.

MoU 44, signed on June 18, 2001, established a
framework for managing overlapping maritime claims
in the Gulf of Thailand, covering an area of
approximately 26,000 square kilometers believed to
contain offshore petroleum resources. The agreement
combined maritime boundary delimitation—meaning
the legal definition of sea borders—with provisions for
joint development of energy resources in disputed
areas.

Thai authorities have cited three main reasons for
revocation: the lack of progress, with only five formal
negotiation rounds held over more than two decades
without substantive outcomes; structural constraints,
as the linkage between boundary delimitation and joint
resource development has complicated negotiations;
and recurring bilateral tensions that have limited the
feasibility of continued engagement under the existing
framework.

Following termination, Thailand intends to rely on the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea as
the primary legal basis for future negotiations. Officials
indicated that ending MoU 44 is intended to close the
current framework and create the basis for a new
negotiating structure under which Cambodia may be
invited to re-engage. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
[Bangkok Post 3]

At the same time, the government has clarified that it
will prioritize resolving land border demarcation issues
before addressing maritime claims. These discussions
are conducted through bilateral mechanisms such as
the Joint Boundary Commission. A separate agreement
governing land boundary demarcation, MoU 43 signed
in 2000, remains in force but is also subject to review.

Officials acknowledged that terminating MoU 44 could
delay access to potential offshore energy resources in
disputed areas. The government plans to formally
notify Cambodia of the decision and assess Phnom
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Penh's response, while emphasizing that further
progress will depend on renewed negotiations under
revised terms and improved bilateral conditions.
[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand backs Myanmar’s ASEAN
reintegration while pressing for reforms,
expanding bilateral coordination

(Im) Thailand has positioned itself as a key facilitator in
efforts to reintegrate Myanmar into regional
diplomacy, while simultaneously expanding bilateral
cooperation on security, environmental, and economic
issues following earlier this month Myanmar’s coup
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has been sworn
in as the country's new president.

During a two-day visit to Nay Pyi Taw, Foreign Minister
Sihasak Phuangketkeow—who also serves as deputy
prime minister—held talks with Min Aung Hlaing, the
former military chief who seized power in a 2021 coup
that ended a decade-long experiment with civilian rule
and triggered an ongoing civil conflict. Myanmar has
since been largely excluded from high-level meetings
of the ASEAN due to its failure to implement a peace
roadmap agreed in April 2021.

Thailand expressed support for Myanmar's gradual
return to full participation in ASEAN but made clear
that reintegration depends on measurable progress
under the bloc's “five-point consensus,” which calls for
a ceasefire, inclusive dialogue among all parties, and
the delivery of humanitarian assistance. Thai officials
welcomed recent steps by Myanmar's leadership,
including a limited amnesty for political detainees, but
stressed the need for further reductions in violence
and greater openness to international humanitarian
access.

At the same time, Bangkok is seeking to reset bilateral
relations and deepen practical cooperation. Talks
focused on cross-border challenges that directly affect
Thailand, including transnational crime networks—
particularly online scams and drug trafficking—as well
as the resumption and expansion of border trade,
which accounts for roughly 80 percent of total bilateral
commerce between the two countries.

Environmental issues also featured prominently,
especially cross-border air pollution caused by fine
particulate matter (PM2.5), a major public health
concern in the region. Thailand proposed enhanced
trilateral coordination with Myanmar and Laos to
address pollution sources more effectively, alongside
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broader cooperation on water and environmental
management. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

These environmental concerns are reinforced by
developments in northern Thailand, where senators
have recently called for government action over toxic
pollution in river systems linked to mining activities in
Myanmar. The issue affects transboundary rivers
including the Kok, Sai, Ruak, and Mekong, with
contamination believed to originate from more than
1,000 unregulated mining sites in Myanmar's Shan
State. [Bangkok Post 3]

Security concerns remain acute. Thai officials raised
the need for de-escalation following recent border
incidents, including a case in which a Myanmar military
aircraft dropped a bomb into Thai territory. Both sides
agreed to strengthen military coordination
mechanisms to prevent further escalation and manage
tensions along the border. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Senators call for action over
cross-border river pollution affecting
northern provinces

(Im) Senators have urged the Thai government to take
urgent action to address worsening toxic pollution in
northern river systems, warning that contamination
linked to mining activities in neighboring Myanmar is
posing risks to public health, water security, and local
livelihoods.

The issue affects multiple river basins in northern
Thailand, including the Kok, Sai, Ruak, and Mekong
rivers—key transboundary waterways that originate or
flow through Myanmar before entering Thailand.
Contamination is believed to stem from more than
1,000 unregulated gold and rare earth mining sites in
Myanmar’s Shan State, a border region where
oversight remains limited.

Tests have detected heavy metals such as lead and
cadmium in affected waterways at levels significantly
above permitted standards in parts of Chiang Rai and
Chiang Mai provinces. Authorities have warned that
pollutants are spreading downstream through the
Mekong basin, increasing exposure risks for
communities reliant on these water systems.

The contamination has begun to affect agricultural
land and food safety. Local authorities have advised
residents to avoid consuming animal organs and
bottom-dwelling aquatic species, which are more likely
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to accumulate toxic substances. At the same time,
more than 70,000 households supplied by the
Provincial Waterworks Authority have expressed
concern over tap water safety, despite official
assurances that treated water meets regulatory
standards.

Economic impacts are also emerging. Tourism
operators dependent on river-based activities report
sharp declines in income, while small-scale fisheries
are facing reduced demand due to declining consumer
confidence.

In response, senators have called for stronger central
government involvement, including diplomatic
engagement with Myanmar and the use of regional
mechanisms such as the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)—a regional intergovernmental
organization promoting political and economic
cooperation—to address the cross-border nature of
the problem.

Proposed measures include long-term monitoring of
water and health impacts, the establishment of
provincial heavy metal testing facilities, expansion of
water treatment systems, development of alternative
water sources, support for agricultural water use, and
compensation for affected communities.

Thailand moves to rebalance trade with
United States following Section 301
decision

(Im) Thailand’s government has moved to recalibrate
its trade relationship with the United States following
Washington’s decision in March to initiate new
investigations under Section 301 of the Trade Act
targeting multiple trading partners, including Thailand,
over concerns related to excess manufacturing
capacity and supply chains linked to forced labor.

Against this backdrop, Bangkok has signaled readiness
to adjust its trade posture. Following talks between
Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister
Suphajee Suthumpun and the US ambassador,
Bangkok confirmed it is prioritizing negotiations on an
Agreement on Reciprocal Trade, a bilateral framework
aimed at improving market access and investment
conditions.

As part of this effort, Thailand has provided
clarifications to U.S. authorities and indicated it is
prepared to expand imports of key goods from the US,
including agricultural and energy products, in an effort



to address trade imbalances and reinforce its position
as a reliable economic partner.

At the same time, Thailand has proposed targeted
tariff exemptions for products that cannot be
produced domestically in the US, particularly in the
agricultural sector, arguing that such measures would
reduce costs for American consumers while supporting
more complementary trade flows.

The repositioning is also linked to investment
diplomacy. A Thai delegation is scheduled to attend the
SelectUSA Investment Summit in early May—a United
States government platform promoting foreign direct
investment—where officials aim to expand Thai
investment in strategic sectors and deepen
engagement with major American investors operating
in Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam protests Taiwan’s military drill
on Itu Aba, reaffirms sovereignty over
Spratly and Paracel islands

(Hn) On April 26, Vietnam'’s Foreign Ministry has
reiterated that the country strongly opposes all foreign
activities conducted in the Trudng Sa and Hoang Sa
archipelagos without Vietnam'’s authorization, stressing
that such actions constitute violations of Vietnam'’s
sovereignty and carry no legal value.

The statement was issued after reports that Taiwan’s
coast guard chief visited Ba Binh Island to observe
military exercises, including drills involving the armed
boarding of suspicious vessels. Accordingly, Taiwan’s
Ocean Affairs Minister Kuan Bi-ling made a rare visit to
Ba Binh (Itu Aba) in the Trudng Sa to observe coast
guard rescue and security drills, as tensions in the
South China Sea continue to rise.

The exercise included a scenario in which armed
officers boarded a suspicious cargo vessel, while the
visit coincided with large-scale military exercises by the
United States and the Philippines that have drawn
criticism from China. Ba Binh, the largest naturally
formed feature in the Spratly Islands, is controlled by
Taiwan but is also claimed by Vietnam, China, and the
Philippines. The visit has attracted attention because of
the island'’s strategic importance and the broader
increase in military activity across the region.[bbc]

For Vietnam, according to Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Pham Thu Hang, every activity carried
out by foreign parties on features belonging to the two
archipelagos without Vietnam'’s consent is considered
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an infringement of national sovereignty. Ba Binh
Island, the largest naturally formed island in the
Spratly archipelago, is claimed by Vietham but has long
been occupied by Taiwan, which has maintained
armed personnel there and periodically conducted
live-fire exercises in surrounding waters.

Vietnam has repeatedly stated that it possesses
sufficient historical evidence and legal foundations to
affirm its sovereignty over both Hoang Sa and Trudng
Sa in accordance with international law, and continues
to call on all parties to respect its territorial rights and
contribute to maintaining peace and stability in the
East Sea. [Laodong]

Vietnam, South Korea deepen partnership
around nuclear power, supply chains and
strategic investment

(hn/ms) Vietnam and South Korea have moved to
deepen their strategic partnership during President
Lee Jae Myung's state visit to Hanoi from April 21 to 24
at the invitation of General Secretary and President To
Lam. The visit produced high-level political meetings,
an economic forum, joint statements and the signing
of 12 government-level cooperation agreements, while
both sides reaffirmed their target of increasing
bilateral trade to USD 150 billion by 2030.

The most significant areas of cooperation are nuclear
energy, high technology and supply chain resilience.
Following talks in Hanoi, both governments agreed to
explore cooperation on the development and financing
of nuclear power projects in Vietnam, including the
possible involvement of South Korean partners in the
Ninh Thuan 2 nuclear power plant. Vietnam aims to
develop nuclear capacity of around 2 to 3.2 gigawatts
by 2035 as rising industrial electricity demand places
growing pressure on the country’s energy system.

The visit also strengthened the economic pillar of the
relationship. South Korean and Viethamese companies
signed 73 business agreements across technology,
energy, infrastructure, semiconductors, data centers,
LNG power, railways, wind energy and defense
technology. Although many of these agreements are
non-binding and their values were not disclosed, the
participation of major firms such as Samsung
Electronics, SK Group and LG Corporation underlines
South Korea's central role in Vietnam'’s industrial
development.

South Korea is already Vietnam's largest foreign
investor, with around 10,000 Korean companies
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operating in the country. The new agreements are
intended not only to expand investment, but also to
integrate Vietnamese firms more deeply into South
Korean production, supply and distribution networks.
For Hanoi, this supports the broader goal of building a
more self-reliant and resilient economy.

The strategic context is equally important. Vietnam is
under increasing pressure from the United States to
reduce reliance on Chinese electronic components and
to prevent Chinese goods from being routed through
Vietnam to avoid US tariffs. Closer cooperation with
South Korea therefore serves a dual purpose: it helps
Vietnam diversify supply chains away from China while
preserving its role as a key manufacturing hub for
global export markets.

Energy security adds another dimension. Vietnam's
renewed interest in nuclear power follows the revival
of its nuclear program after years of suspension.
Russia is already involved in the Ninh Thuan 1 project,
while South Korea is positioning itself as a potential
partner for Ninh Thuan 2. This gives Hanoi additional
options and reduces reliance on a single foreign
partner in a strategically sensitive sector.

For Seoul, the visit reinforces Vietham's role as a major
manufacturing base, investment destination and
partner in critical supply chains. Cooperation on rare
earths, LNG financing, crude oil storage and advanced
industrial projects reflects South Korea's interest in
securing inputs and infrastructure for its own export-
oriented economy. [Bloomberg] [Reuters] [The
Diplomat] [Vietnam Investment Review]

Canada reviews anti-dumping duties on
Viethamese steel bar imports

(hn) Canada has launched an expiry review of its anti-
dumping measures on concrete reinforcing bar
imports from several countries, including Vietnam. The
review examines whether ending the current duties—
imposed after the 2021 investigation would lead to
continued or renewed dumping.

The Canada Border Services Agency will make an initial
determination by September 17, 2026. If it finds no risk
of further dumping, the anti-dumping duties will be
removed and duties collected after the expiry date
refunded. If dumping is likely to continue, the case will
move to the Canadian International Trade Tribunal,
which will decide whether lifting the measures would
harm Canada’s domestic industry.
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Vietnam's Trade Remedies Authority has urged local
exporters to closely follow the review, understand
Canadian rules, and coordinate with authorities to
protect their interests during the process.
[Viethamnews]

Announcements

Upcoming Online Events

29 April 2026 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Decoding Myanmar’s “New” Executive

This webinar examines Myanmar’s tightly controlled
political transition under a new executive, focusing on
how the military-dominated regime is navigating
ongoing conflict dynamics and uncertain future
trajectories. Join the ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute’s
Myanmar Studies Programme for a discussion with
three researchers on the implications for the transition
process and international and regional policy
responses. For more information and registration, visit
[ISEAS].

30 April 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Disinformation and Influence Operations
on South China Sea Issues in the
Philippines

This webinar explores how disinformation, influencer
activity, and foreign influence operations are shaping
public discourse on the South China Sea in the
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Philippines, amid the government's more assertive
“transparency initiative” under Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
The discussion will highlight competing narratives,
their impact on national interests and policy, and
efforts by government and legislative bodies to
counter foreign information manipulation and
interference. For more information and registration,
visit [ISEAS].

30 April 2026 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

Canada’s foreign and energy policy: In
conversation with the Premier of Alberta

This livestream talk explores how Alberta’s energy
leverage and political priorities are shaping Canada’s
foreign and economic policy amid shifting global
dynamics and rising demand for North American
supply. Premier Danielle Smith will examine Canada’s
strategic positioning, relations with the United States,
and the broader implications for federation unity and
international partnerships. For more information and
registration, visit [Chatham House].

30 April 2026 @ 3:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic Council,
USA

Senators Bernie Moreno and Ruben
Gallego on Colombia’s 2026 elections

This event discusses Colombia’s upcoming presidential
election, focusing on electoral security concerns and
implications for the United States-Colombia
relationship ahead of the May 31 vote. The
conversation features Senators Bernie Moreno and
Ruben Gallego examining the electoral environment
and efforts to ensure a free and fair process. For more
information and registration, visit [Atlantic Council].

1 May 2026 @ 9:30-10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Case for a Cold Peace with North
Korea

This webcast discusses the case for shifting U.S. policy
toward North Korea beyond a denuclearization-first
framework toward a “cold peace,” as outlined by Victor
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Cha in Foreign Affairs. It will examine priorities for a
new strategy, including deterrence, risk reduction, and
managing geopolitical alignments involving China and
Russia. For more information and registration, please
see [CSIS].

4 May 2026 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

What's Next for Japanese Security Policy
and U.S.-Japan Relations? Perspectives
from the Diet

This event examines evolving security dynamics in Asia
and the outlook for United States-Japan relations
following leadership changes and a high-level meeting
between Donald Trump and Sanae Takaichi in
Washington. Featuring Itsunori Onodera, Fumitake
Fujita, and Asei Ito, the discussion explores Japan's
planned revisions to key strategic documents and their
implications for regional security cooperation. For
more information and registration, please see [CSIS].

5 May 2026 @ 3:00-4:15 p.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS - Yusof
Ishak Institute, Singapore

Nuclear Energy Developments in
Southeast Asia: Exploring Policy Pathways
in Vietham and the Philippines

This webinar discusses the revival of nuclear energy in
Southeast Asia, focusing on evolving policy
frameworks, regulatory reforms, and international
cooperation in Vietnam and the Philippines as they
pursue energy security and decarbonization goals.
Bringing together expert insights, the webinar explores
developments such as the potential restart of the
Bataan Nuclear Power Plant and interest in small
modular reactors, assessing the political, regulatory,
and societal factors shaping progress and their
implications for regional energy governance. For more
information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

5 May 2026 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

Untangling the Web of US Alliances
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This hybrid event examines the purpose, scope, and
effectiveness of the United States’ global alliance
network, questioning what it means to be an ally and
whether alliances advance U.S. security and prosperity.
The showcase features experts presenting findings
from the Assessing American Alliances project,
including a new report and an interactive map of U.S.
alliances worldwide. For more information and
registration, visit [Stimson Center].

Recent Book Releases

Sam Dalrymple, Shattered Lands: Five Partitions and
the Making of Modern Asia, W. W. Norton & Company,
544 pages, published February 3, 2026. For a review,
see [The Guardian].

Sana Jaffrey, Eve Warburton (eds.), The Jokowi
Presidency: Indonesia’s Decade of Authoritarian
Revival, Iseas-Yusof Ishak Institute, 332 pages,
published July 11, 2025. For a review, see [Foreign
Affairs].

Rumu Sarkar, International Development Law: Rule
of Law, Human Rights & Global Finance, Third Edition,
Springer, 410 pages, published September 30, 2025.
For a review, see [LSE].

Robert Dorschel, The Social Codes of Tech Workers:
Class Identity in Digital Capitalism, The MIT Press, 246
pages, published December 9, 2025. For a review, see
[LSE].

Calls

Pacific Legal Foundation and Harvard Law Journal
invite paper proposals for the Fall 2026 Symposium.
The manuscript submission deadline is May 15, 2026.
For more information, see [Pacific Legal Foundation].

The Global Studies Research Network invites paper
proposals for its Twentieth Global Studies
Conference “The Social Question Revisited:
Inequality, Ideology, and Interdependence,” to be
held on July 15-17, 2027, at Sorbonne University, Paris,
France, and online. The manuscript submission
deadline is June 15, 2027. For more information, see
[Global Studies Research Network].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
invites paper proposals for the conference “New
Technologies and International Legal
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Accountability,” to be held on October 22-23, 2026.
The manuscript submission deadline is April 15, 2026.
For more information, see [ESIL].

The Empowering Network for International Thai
Studies at Chulalongkorn University invites full
paper submission for the 2026 Chulalongkorn Asian
Heritage Forum, to be held on November 6, 2026. The
submission deadline is June 30, 2026. For more
information, see [Chulalongkorn University].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a
Regional Director - Arab States. The deadline for
application submission is May 21, 2026. For more
information, see [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks
Deputy Director of Programs (Port-au-Prince, Haiti).
Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis, until the
position is filled. For more information, see [ICR].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Data Governance Specialist
(Philippines). The deadline for application submission
is May 4, 2026. For more information, see [UNDP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Social and Gender Expert (Bangkok,
Thailand). The deadline for application submission is
May 1, 2026. For more information, see [UNEP]

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Programme Specialist - Climate & Environment
(Bangkok, Thailand). The deadline for application
submission is May 15, 2026. For more information, see
[UNICEF]

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks a Programme Officer - Protection (Phnom
Penh, Cambodia). The deadline for application
submission is May 14, 2026. For more information, see
the [IOM].

The World Bank Group seeks a Senior Economist
(Washington, DC, USA). The deadline for application
submission is May 12, 2026. For more information, see
[World Bank].

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeks a Senior
Public Sector Specialist (Manila, Philippines). The
deadline for application submission is May 13, 2026.
For more information, see [ADB].
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The European Defence Agency seeks a Project
Officer - Military Mobility/Logistics (Brussels, Belgium).
The deadline for application submission is May 27,
2026. For more information, see [EDA].

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) seeks a Deputy Director -
Directorate for Legal Affairs (Paris). The deadline for
application submission is May 3, 2026. For more
information, see [OECD].

Thyssen Krupp Steele Europe seeks a Head -
Climate and Circular Economy Policy (Brussels).
Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis, until the
position is filled. For more information, see [Thyssen
Krupp].

Team:

Ariane Kolden (ak), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Beatrice Ong
(bo), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Christopher
Ocker (co), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felix Serna Calvo (fs), Hoa
Khanh Ngo (hn), Henning Glaser (hg), Jones Luka Naciri
Taoufik (jn), Lalitphat Rakprik (Ir), Linh Nguyen (In), Lucas
Meier (Im), May Thet Maung (may), Morten Strantzen (ms),
Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nat Ng Ther Li (nl), Nichapa
Boonphattanasoonthorn (ab), Sibghat Ullah (su), Sonia
Teo (st), Venus Phuangkom

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: contact@cpg-online.de.

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!

f LoD Jin
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