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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s AiR issue updating you on the
latest events, developments and trends in domestic
politics, international relations and geopolitics in East
Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, | extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the European
Union's Europe Day, Latvia's Restoration of
Independence Day, Romania’s Independence Day, and
The Netherland's Liberation Day this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Agriculture minister replaced again
as financial regulator is reportedly
demoted

(ms) China has replaced its agriculture minister for the
second time in less than two years, while the country's
top financial regulator has reportedly been demoted
over a suspected disciplinary issue. The two cases are
different, but both point to unusual movement among
senior officials at a time when Beijing is tightening
control across key parts of the state.

Zhang Zhu has been appointed minister of agriculture
and rural affairs after first being named party chief of
the ministry's leading Communist Party group. He
replaces Han Jun, who had held the post for less than
two years. The official announcement did not explain
why Han was removed or say where he will go next.



That omission is notable because Han is 62, still below
the usual retirement age for ministerial-level officials.
His departure marks the third leadership change at the
ministry in six years.

There is so far no official confirmation that Han is
under investigation or facing a disciplinary case.
However, in China, sudden removals without an
announced next position often prompt speculation
that an official may have fallen out of favour or
become subject to internal party scrutiny. Han's
predecessor, Tang Renjian, was removed after being
investigated and later convicted of bribery.
[Bloomberg] [China Daily]

In another development Reuters reported that Li
Yunze, head of the National Financial Regulatory
Administration, has been demoted because of what is
being treated as a suspected disciplinary violation. Li
oversaw banks, insurers, trust firms and thousands of
other institutions in China's USD 79 trillion financial
sector.

Li, 55, had led the regulator since May 2023, shortly
after it was created to strengthen oversight of the
financial system. His name and photo have reportedly
been removed from the regulator’s leadership page,
and he is expected to take a mid-level role at the same
agency. In China's senior bureaucracy, such a
demotion is extremely rare and usually amounts to the
end of a high-level political career.

His case follows the removal of NFRA deputy head
Zhou Liang, who was earlier placed under
investigation, and comes amid a broader campaign
against corruption and excess in China’s financial
industry. [Reuters]

China: Limited fuel exports ease regional
shortages while Beijing protects domestic

supply

(ms) China has allowed state-owned refiners to export
500,000 tons of gasoline, diesel and jet fuel to regular
Asian buyers, partly easing an earlier export halt
imposed to shield domestic supply from the fallout of
the Iran war and the disruption of flows through the
Strait of Hormuz.

The one-off quota is expected to cover shipments in
May and will likely go to countries including Vietnam
and Laos. The cargoes have reportedly already been
loaded. The move offers short-term relief to smaller
Asian economies that rely on Chinese refined fuels and
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have been exposed to shortages since Gulf crude, fuel,
food and fertilizer shipments were disrupted.

Beijing had curbed fuel exports after the war entered
its third month, prioritizing domestic consumers as the
world's largest oil importer adjusted to higher crude
and LNG prices. That policy has helped lift Chinese
gasoline and diesel inventories to seasonal highs,
giving authorities room to permit limited outbound
shipments without fully reopening exports.

The decision shows the dual role China is playing in
Asia’s energy crisis. On one hand, its export controls
have worsened supply pressure for import-dependent
neighbors. Vietnam, which relies heavily on China and
Thailand for jet fuel, has struggled to secure adequate
supplies. Laos and other smaller markets face similar
vulnerability because they lack large refining capacity.
On the other hand, China is also one of the few
regional suppliers able to release fuel when domestic
stocks allow.

The LNG side points in the same direction. China’s April
LNG imports are expected to fall to about 3.5 million
tons, around 30 percent lower year-on-year and the
weakest monthly level since 2018, as high spot prices
reduce demand. China also stopped re-exporting LNG
in April after record resale volumes in March,
suggesting the war-driven price shock is reshaping
both import demand and regional supply behavior.
[Bloomberg 1] [Bloomberg 2] [East Asia Forum] [The
Business Times]

China: Shenzhen eases home-buying rules
as major cities try to revive property
demand

(ms) Shenzhen has relaxed home-buying restrictions in
some of its most important districts, becoming the
latest major Chinese city to loosen property rules as
authorities try to stabilise a housing market that has
been under pressure for more than four years.

From April 30, non-local households with a valid
Shenzhen residence permit may buy one commercial
home in Futian, Nanshan and Xin'an subdistrict in
Bao'an. Futian is Shenzhen'’s central business district,
Nanshan is the city's main technology and innovation
hub, and Bao’an’s Xin'an area sits in the city’s western
urban core. Previously, non-local buyers in these prime
areas generally had to show at least one year of local
social security or individual tax payments before
becoming eligible.
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The city also raised housing provident fund loan limits.
Individual applicants may now borrow up to CNY
700,000 (USD 97,000), while joint applicants may
borrow up to CNY 1.3 million (USD 180,000). Loan
limits can be lifted further for first-home buyers and
families with children, with larger increases for
households with two or more children.

The Shenzhen move fits into a broader pattern of local
policy easing across China’s largest housing markets.
Beijing had already relaxed rules for non-resident
homebuyers in December, while Guangzhou and
Shanghai have also benefited from earlier rounds of
looser purchase rules, lower mortgage barriers and
stronger support for first-time and upgrade buyers. In
the Greater Bay Area, Zhuhai has raised provident
fund loan limits, expanded support for multi-child
families and offered higher loan ceilings for green or
prefabricated homes. Foshan has launched a
commercial housing “trade-in" program, allowing
residents to sell older homes through designated
state-backed or developer-linked platforms and buy
new units more easily. Zhengzhou, a major provincial
capital in central China, has introduced support for
young buyers, multi-child families and first-home
recognition rules that make it easier to qualify for
lower mortgage requirements.

There are some early signs of improvement in major
cities. Shanghai's second-hand home transactions
returned to around 30,000 units in March for the first
time in five years, while Guangzhou’s new home sales
rose sharply month-on-month. Analysts at several
global banks have pointed to falling inventories, better
affordability after years of price declines and stronger
activity in first-tier cities as possible signs of
stabilization.

Still, the national market remains weak, and
developers continue to face pressure. China Vanke,
once one of the country's strongest builders and
headquartered in Shenzhen, has been negotiating with
bondholders as it tries to avoid default. That makes
Shenzhen's easing symbolically important: even in one
of China’s wealthiest and most dynamic cities, the
government is now prioritizing support for demand
over the old policy focus on restraining home
purchases. [Bloomberg] [SMM] [South China Morning
Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2]

China: Regulators curb broker bonuses
after market recovery lifts pay
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(ms) China is tightening controls on pay in its securities
industry after a recovery in capital markets revived
profits and bonuses at major brokerages. The China
Securities Regulatory Commission has instructed
domestic brokers to defer a larger share of
performance pay for middle and senior managers as
well as top investment bankers, raising the deferral
ratio from 20 percent to 40 percent.

The move comes after China's brokerage sector
rebounded from a two-year slump. Initial public
offerings rose by about 30 percent, while combined
profits at Chinese securities firms increased 31 percent
to CNY 219.4 billion, or about USD 32 billion, in 2025.
At some firms, bonuses for top performers reportedly
rose by as much as 50 percent from a year earlier,
after several years of sharp cuts.

The new rules are meant to curb what Beijing sees as
excessive short-term incentives in finance. Revised
guidelines issued by the China Securities Association
require brokerages to build compensation systems
that prioritize financial stability, long-term
performance and national policy goals rather than
immediate profit. Key staff will now face mandatory
three-year performance assessments, longer bonus
deferrals and expanded clawback mechanisms.

Citic Securities, one of China's largest brokers, has
already adopted the new structure. In its annual
report, the firm said at least 40 percent of
performance pay for directors and senior managers
will be deferred for at least three years. Citic's profit
rose 39 percent in 2025 and another 55 percent in the
first quarter of 2026, while overall staff compensation
increased only modestly.

The policy fits a broader pattern in China’s financial
sector. Over the past several years, authorities have
pushed banks, insurers and brokerages to reduce
“elite” pay culture, arguing that finance should serve
the real economy and avoid the kind of risk-taking
incentives that can destabilize markets. The latest
measure shows that even as Beijing wants stronger
capital markets and more IPO activity, it is unwilling to
let the recovery translate into unchecked banker pay.
[Bloomberg]

China: Yuan pricing in BHP iron ore deal
strengthens Beijing’s commodity leverage

(ms) China has secured a significant concession from
BHP Group, with more of the Australian miner’s long-
term iron ore sales to Chinese steel mills now tied to
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yuan-denominated domestic benchmarks rather than
only US dollar-based global indexes. The deal gives
Beijing greater influence over pricing in the roughly
USD 190 billion iron ore market and advances its
broader effort to reduce reliance on the dollar in
commodity trade.

The agreement was reached between BHP and China
Mineral Resources Group, the state-backed iron ore
buyer created to centralize China's purchasing power.
It ends a months-long standoff and secures BHP's
supply access to Chinese steel mills represented by
CMRG until June 2027. China is by far the most
important customer for global iron ore producers
because its steel industry consumes enormous
volumes of imported ore, mainly from Australia and
Brazil.

The new structure gives more weight to Chinese
onshore pricing. One BHP product, Jimblebar Blend
Fines, which had been restricted by CMRG during the
dispute, will now reportedly be priced using a basket of
four benchmarks, including two yuan-based indexes
reflecting the cost of iron ore already landed at
Chinese ports. CMRG also secured larger discounts on
imported ore.

The change does not mean all iron ore trade is
suddenly shifting into yuan. Some spot cargoes in
China are already traded in yuan, and global
benchmarks such as Platts, Argus and Metal Bulletin
remain important. But using yuan-based indexes in
long-term contracts is more consequential because
such contracts account for the bulk of supply.

For Chinese steel mills, the shift could make costs
more predictable and more closely linked to domestic
demand, inventories and port prices. For Beijing, it
helps pull pricing power away from offshore dollar
benchmarks and toward Chinese market conditions.
[Bloomberg] [The Business Times]

China: Combat-tested jets boost AVIC
Chengdu’s global appeal

(ms) Chinese fighter jets are gaining new international
appeal after Pakistan'’s air clash with India last year,
where Chinese-made J-10 aircraft were presented by
Islamabad as having performed strongly against Indian
forces. The battlefield exposure has strengthened the
image of China's defence industry and helped lift the
profile of AVIC Chengdu Aircraft, one of the country’s
leading state-linked fighter jet makers.
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AVIC Chengdu reported record earnings for 2025 and
sharply higher sales in early 2026. Revenue rose 15.8
percent to CNY 75.4 billion (USD 11 billion), while net
profit increased 6.5 percent to CNY 3.4 billion (USD 470
million). First-quarter sales in 2026 rose almost 80
percent year-on-year, according to company filings
cited by Bloomberg.

Chinese military aircraft are no longer seen merely as
cheaper alternatives to Western or Russian systems.
The May 2025 India-Pakistan clash gave them rare real-
combat visibility. Pakistan claimed that its Chinese-
made J-10 fighters helped shoot down several Indian
aircraft, including French-made Rafale jets. India
acknowledged aircraft losses but did not confirm the
number, and later said it had destroyed Pakistani
aircraft, which Islamabad denied. The exact record
remains contested, but the episode gave Chinese air
systems a major publicity boost.

AVIC Chengdu produces the J-10 multirole fighter and
the fifth-generation J-20, and it is also linked to the JF-
17 Thunder, a jet jointly developed by China and
Pakistan. Since the clash, countries including
Indonesia, Iraq and Bangladesh have shown interest in
Chinese fighter aircraft, especially the J-10 and JF-17.
For many developing countries, these aircraft offer a
lower-cost alternative to Western jets, with fewer
political conditions and increasingly credible battlefield
credentials.

The company has made arms exports a stated priority.
In February, it signed an agreement with the city of
Chengdu, in Sichuan province, to expand aerospace
production.

China's wider fighter jet industry is also growing. AVIC
Shenyang Aircraft, maker of the fifth-generation J-35,
reported 2025 revenue of CNY 44.7 billion (USD 6.6
billion) and profit of CNY 3.5 billion (USD 510 million).
Both AVIC Chengdu and AVIC Shenyang are under US
sanctions, but that has not stopped China’s defence
aviation sector from expanding. [Bloomberg] [Market
Screener]

Japan: Prime minister reaffirms push for
constitutional revision amid domestic
polarization

(dql) Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has renewed her
drive to revise Japan's postwar constitution, framing it
as an overdue adaptation to shifting domestic and
international conditions. In a Constitution Memorial
Day message on May 3, she argued that the country’s
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foundational legal framework must evolve “with the
demands of the times,” while pledging a more
deliberate effort to build public understanding and
cross-party alignment in the Diet.

Takaichi's intervention reflects a strategic push by the
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to translate
massive gains in the House of Representatives
elections in February into constitutional change.
However, the parliamentary pathway remains only
partially secured: while the LDP commands a two-third
supermajority in the Lower House, it does not yet
control the same threshold in the Upper House. This
asymmetry complicates the amendment process,
which requires supermajorities in both chambers. Even
if cleared, a second, equally decisive hurdle follows
with approval by a majority of voters in a national
referendum. [Kyodo News 1] [The Japan Times]

However, public opinion remains cautious. A
substantial majority of voters favor broad bipartisan
consensus rather than a unilateral push, signaling that
legitimacy, not just legislative strength, will determine
the viability of reform. A recent Kyodo News survey
indicates that more than 70 percent of respondents
want any revision process to be grounded in broad
cross-party agreement, while only a quarter support
advancing draft amendments solely with pro-revision
forces. On revising Article 9 of the Japanese
Constitution remains evenly divided, with roughly half
of respondents supporting changes and nearly the
same proportion opposing them. [Kyodo News 2]

In addition, civic groups and opposition voices have
mobilized against revision, warning of democratic
backsliding and the erosion of Japan'’s pacifist
principles. On Constitution Memorial Day, tens of
thousands of demonstrators gathered in Tokyo, with
parallel protests held nationwide, signaling sustained
and growing opposition to altering the charter. Voices
from local political leaders and civil society dismissed
the government’s agenda as a departure from postwar
pacifism and a step toward closer military alignment
with the United States, warning of rising defense
spending at the expense of social priorities. [The
Guardian]

Article 9 lies at the center of the debate, the pacifist
provision that has defined the country’s post-1945
identity and constrained its military posture. Adopted
in 1947, the clause formally renounces war as a
sovereign right and prohibits Japan from maintaining
“war potential” or using force to settle international
disputes. While successive governments have
reinterpreted it to permit the existence of the Self-
Defense Forces, its original wording remains a legal
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and symbolic constraint on Japan's military
normalization.

Takaichi and like-minded conservatives view its
revision as essential to clarifying the legal status of
Japan'’s Self-Defense Forces and enabling Japan to
pursue a more proactive security role and recalibrate
deterrence dynamics in the Indo-Pacific.

Alongside its efforts to revise the constitution, the
Takaichi administration has taken a decisive step away
from its postwar pacifist constraints, endorsing in April
the easing of restrictions on the export of lethal
weapons—long considered a red line in its security
policy (see AR No. 16, April/2026, 3).

The revised framework allows arms exports to a
limited group of 17 partner countries. Transactions will
remain tightly controlled, requiring approval from
Japan's National Security Council and subject to end-
use monitoring. Tokyo maintains a formal restriction
against exporting lethal weapons to active conflict
zones, reflecting an effort to balance strategic
normalization with residual normative constraints.

This policy shift is rooted in a deteriorating regional
security landscape. Rising tensions with China,
persistent missile and nuclear threats from North
Korea, and uncertainty surrounding U.S. security
commitments—particularly under Donald Trump—
have accelerated Japan's reassessment of its defense
posture. The war in Ukraine further reinforced the
need for credible deterrence, while perceptions that
Washington's strategic focus may be diverted away
from the Indo-Pacific have added urgency to Tokyo's
push for greater self-reliance. [Eurasia Review]

Japan: Child population falls to record low

(dql) Japan'’s child population fell to 13.29 million as of
April 1, down 350,000 year-on-year, marking a new
record low and pushing the share of under-15s to 10.8
percent—the lowest level since 1950. The government
reported continued long-term contraction despite
repeated policy efforts to raise birth rates.

Birth trends underline the decline. Japan recorded a
record low 705,809 births in 2025, down for the tenth
consecutive year. The age structure shows further
deterioration, with 3.09 million aged 12-14 versus only
2.13 million aged 0-2, indicating a shrinking future
cohort pipeline.
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The child population has declined since 1982, following
a peak of 29.89 million in 1954, with the share of
children falling for 52 consecutive years since 1975.
Authorities continue to frame the period through 2030
as a “final opportunity” to reverse the trend, but policy
support for child-rearing has not halted the trajectory.

Japan now has one of the lowest child population
shares among large economies, second only to South
Korea (10.2 percent) in UN comparisons. The trend
carries mounting strategic implications, including labor
shortages, rising fiscal burdens, defense manpower
sustainability, and increasing pressure to reconsider
immigration policy amid broader regional
demographic ageing. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Diversified naphtha sourcing
cushions impact of Middle East disruption

(dqgl) Japan is moving to stabilize a critical segment of
its industrial supply chain, with Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi indicating that the country now expects
sufficient naphtha-derived chemical supplies to last
beyond the end of the year. The revised outlook
presented at a meeting of Cabinet ministers follows an
accelerated diversification of import sources away
from the Middle East amid ongoing disruptions linked
to conflict.

Naphtha, a key feedstock for petrochemicals used in
plastics manufacturing and essential medical supplies,
has emerged as a strategic vulnerability due to Japan's
heavy reliance on energy imports. Takaichi's latest
assessment suggests that a combination of increased
overseas procurement and domestic stockpiling has
materially strengthened supply security. Imports from
alternative suppliers—including the United States,
Algeria, and Peru—are set to triple compared to pre-
conflict levels, with deliveries beginning as early as
May.

This shift follows a rapid deterioration in regional
energy logistics after the effective closure of the Strait
of Hormuz, a chokepoint critical to global oil and
petrochemical flows. The disruption has driven price
volatility and exposed the fragility of supply chains
dependent on Middle Eastern transit routes. As
recently as April, Japan’s stockpile position stood at
roughly four months, combining imported and
domestically refined naphtha alongside intermediate
chemical inventories; the latest projection indicates a
meaningful extension of that buffer. [The Mainichi]
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Japan: Southwestern island drills expand
near Taiwan

(dql) Japan is set to conduct military exercises on its
southwestern island chain near Taiwan for the first
time, signaling a further shift toward forward-
positioned deterrence in coordination with the United
States. The drills underscore Tokyo's growing focus on
the Nansei Islands as a frontline in a potential regional
contingency involving China.

The exercise, scheduled for May 17-22, will involve
around 300 troops from the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force and a small contingent of US Marines
based in Okinawa. Joint activity will be limited to
Miyakojima, where a bilateral coordination center will
be established for the first time, while separate
Japanese drills will take place on Ishigaki and Yonaguni
—closer to Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

The drills build on Japan's recent military posture
adjustments in the southwest, including the
establishment of a missile base on Ishigaki and plans
to deploy upgraded air defense systems on Yonaguni
by FY 2030 (see AiR No. 9, March/2026,_1).

Mongolia: Cabinet approves tax relief,
share inheritance reforms, green energy
plans

(fs) The cabinet approved a broad package of
economic, tax and energy measures at its April 29
meeting, including proposed amendments aimed at
reducing the tax burden on households and
businesses by MNT 2.2 trillion (USD 616 million).

Under the draft legislation, workers earning up to USD
222 per month would receive a full refund of income
tax. The threshold for simplified tax reporting for
business income would be set at USD 280,000, with a 1
percent tax on sales revenue. Small and medium-sized
enterprises eligible for a 90 percent tax rebate would
see the ceiling rise from USD 420 million to USD 700
million. The VAT registration threshold would increase
to USD 112,000.

The government also approved regulations allowing
inheritance of shares in Erdenes Tavan Tolgoi held by
132,203 deceased citizens as of December 31, 2025.
The measure is also intended to support preparations
for the company to become publicly listed in 2026. Of
its 12 billion shares, 26.44 percent are owned by
3,408,021 Mongolian citizens.
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It also endorsed a green resolution to reduce fuel and
energy dependence. Battery storage power stations
financed through private investment will be developed
in five provinces and are expected to begin operations
before the peak winter demand period of 2026-2027.
[iToim]

Mongolia: Central bank gold purchases
reach six-year high

(fs) The Central Bank of Mongolia reported that its
purchases of precious metals reached 4.3 tons in the
first four months of 2026, the highest level since 2020.
In April alone, the central bank bought 1.1 tons,
including 838 kilograms of gold.

It bought gold at an average of MNT 577,000 (USD
161.6) per unit in February, falling to MNT 541,000
(USD 151.5) in April. Total spending on gold purchases
reached MNT 460.8 billion (USD 129 million).

Historically, purchases tend to accelerate from the
second half of the year, suggesting further increases in
the coming months. [Bloomberg TV]

South Korea: Opposition decries special
counsel bill as bid to nullify charges
against president

(dgl) South Korea faces an intensifying institutional
standoff as the opposition parties accuse the ruling
Democratic Party (DP) of attempting to shield
President Lee Jae Myung from prosecution through a
proposed special counsel law. The bill would authorize
an investigation, appointed by the president, to review
multiple criminal cases against Lee and potentially
nullify indictments deemed politically motivated or
based on fabricated evidence.

The conservative opposition People Power Party (PPP)
has condemned the move as a direct assault on the
rule of law. Senior party figures argue that granting a
presidentially appointed counsel authority to cancel
charges undermines judicial independence and
collapses the distinction between executive power and
prosecutorial function. Parallel criticism from the
minor Reform Party warns of systemic erosion of
checks and balances, with some invoking risks of
“judicial insurrection.”
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The legislation targets 12 cases, eight involving Lee,
including allegations of land development corruption
and illicit financial transfers to North Korea. Lee, who
faced multiple trials before his election in 2025, is
constitutionally shielded from prosecution while in
office, but proceedings could resume after his term
ends in 2030 unless indictments are withdrawn.

The ruling party maintains the charges were politically
driven under the previous administration, justifying
extraordinary review powers. Lee himself has struck a
calibrated tone, backing the initiative in principle while
urging the DP to proceed with caution and calling for
broader public consultation and deliberation before
legislating the measure. [The Korea Herald] [Korea
JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Opposition lawmakers back
ruling party-proposed curbs on
presidential martial law powers

(dqgl) Three lawmakers from the opposition People
Power Party (PPP) have broken ranks to support a
constitutional amendment that would require
parliamentary approval before a president can declare
martial law, ahead of a National Assembly vote
scheduled for May 7.

The proposal, backed overall by 187 lawmakers from
the ruling Democratic Party (DP) and minor parties,
seeks to overhaul emergency powers by limiting
presidential discretion and strengthening legislative
control. Under current rules, parliament can only
request the lifting of martial law, whereas the
amendment would allow it to be effectively blocked or
terminated by majority vote.

The three PPP legislators justified their support by
citing lessons from former President Yoon Suk Yeol's
brief martial law declaration in December 2024, which
triggered insurrection charges and led to his removal.
They described the episode as evidence that existing
safeguards are insufficient, necessitating the reform to
prevent unconstitutional emergency rule.

Their position highlights internal fragmentation within
the PPP, where party leader Jang Dong-hyeok has not
endorsed the amendment despite issuing an apology
over the martial law crisis earlier this year. The split
signals a limited but politically significant break within
the conservative bloc on institutional reform linked to
the Yoon legacy.
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The amendment requires 191 votes in the 286-seat
National Assembly and would then proceed to a
nationwide referendum. Passage will depend on
securing at least 11 votes from the PPP, making cross-
party defections crucial. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Defense ministry dismisses
officers over 2024 martial law role

(dqgl) The defense ministry has dismissed three Army
officers and removed one from service over alleged
roles in former President Yoon Suk Yeol's December
2024 martial law declaration, marking continued
disciplinary fallout from the crisis.

Brig. Gen. Kim Jeong-geun, Col. An Mu-seong, and Col.
Kim Se-un were dismissed from service, while Col. Kim
Sang-yong was removed at a lower disciplinary level
without pension impact. Allegations include troop
deployment to the National Assembly and involvement
in forming detention teams targeting political figures
during the martial law operation.

The actions follow a disciplinary committee review and
are part of a broader internal investigation covering
around 860 general- and field-grade officers.
Approximately 180 personnel have so far been
identified as involved in aspects of the martial law
operation, indicating a widening institutional review of
command participation. [Yonhap News Agency]

The measures reflect sustained efforts to assign
military accountability for operational roles in the 2024
constitutional crisis, which led to Yoon's removal from
office. The probe signals a systematic effort to map
chain-of-command responsibility and limit institutional
damage to the armed forces. Top of Form

South Korea: Dual appeals filed after
appellate court raises former First Lady
sentence

(dql) The legal case against former first lady Kim Keon
Hee has escalated to the Supreme Court after both
prosecutors and the defense challenged an appellate
ruling that doubled her sentence from 20 months to
four years in prison to four years for stock
manipulation and bribery.

The appellate court significantly broadened liability,
recognizing Kim as a joint perpetrator in the
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manipulation of Deutsch Motors shares—aligning her
with previously convicted actors, including chairman
Kwon Oh-soo. It further ruled the scheme constituted a
continuous offense, overturning statute-of-limitations
constraints and preserving the charges.

Kim was also convicted of accepting valuables linked to
the Unification Church, with the court emphasizing
misuse of her proximity to presidential authority.
Assets, including a diamond necklace, were ordered
confiscated.

Both sides have appealed. Prosecutors who had
sought a 15-year prison term seek adjustments in
related sentencing, while the defense contests the
reliance on circumstantial evidence and the expansion
of joint criminal intent. [Korea JoongAng Daily] [The
Korea Times]

South Korea: Army pushes drone-centric
doctrine to offset manpower decline

(dqgl) The Army is moving to mainstream drone usage
across its force, with Chief of Staff Kim Gyu-ha stating
that drones should become as standard as personal
weapons for soldiers. The initiative reflects a doctrinal
shift toward integrating uncrewed systems at the
lowest tactical levels for reconnaissance, strike and
support roles.

Backed by the Ministry of National Defense, the
military plans to train up to 500,000 personnel in basic
drone operation and deploy over 50,000 training
systems by 2029—effectively equipping each squad
with a drone.

The effort builds on the Army Tiger modernization
program, which seeks to compensate for declining
troop numbers through drones, robotics and Al, with
more advanced combat applications expected from
the late 2020s. [Korea JoongAng Daily] [The Korea
Times]

Rather than creating a dedicated drone branch, the
Army aims to diffuse these capabilities across all units,
embedding operational competence throughout the
force. Parallel investments in training infrastructure
and domestic production aim to sustain both
readiness and industrial capacity.

The drone push is closely linked to a broader
restructuring of frontline defense. Seoul plans to
significantly reduce troop levels along the North
Korean border while expanding Al-enabled
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surveillance systems capable of autonomous detection
and threat identification, a transition expected to
mature by around 2040. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: New advanced frigate
launch highlights shift toward high-end,
domestically built fleet

(dqgl) South Korea has unveiled a new advanced
warship as part of its ongoing naval modernization,
with the Navy introducing the ROKS Jeju, adding a
fourth Ulsan-class Batch-Ill frigate to its next-
generation surface fleet.

The 3,600-ton guided-missile platform reflects a
significant capability upgrade, integrating a range of
domestically produced systems, including vertical
launch missiles, anti-submarine torpedoes and ship-to-
surface strike weapons.

A central feature is its integrated sensor mast with a
four-face multifunction phased-array radar, enabling
simultaneous tracking and engagement of multiple air
and surface targets—bringing its performance closer
to that of high-end Aegis-type systems.

The vessel is further optimized for anti-submarine
warfare through the combination of hull-mounted and
towed sonar arrays, while a hybrid propulsion system
reduces acoustic detectability. As part of the Batch-IlI
program, it is intended to replace aging frigates and
patrol corvettes, marking a shift toward more capable,
multi-role surface combatants.

Delivery is scheduled for 2027 following testing, as part
of a broader program under which six guided-missile
frigates are to be commissioned by 2028. Construction
of the fifth vessel began in January. [The Korea Times]
[The National Interest]

Taiwan: Protracted defense budget
standoff highlights split over funding
model

(dqgl) The protracted standoff between the government
and opposition over Taiwan'’s special defense budget
continues, with the main opposition party, the
Kuomintang (KMT) conditioning its support on clearer
US procurement commitments, underscoring
persistent divisions over how rapidly and transparently
military spending should proceed.
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KMT Chairwoman Cheng Li-wun has rejected the
Cabinet's NTD 1.25 trillion (USD 40 billion) package as a
“blank check,” arguing that funding should be released
in stages and tied to confirmed US arms deals. The
party backs an initial NTD 380 billion (USD 12 billion)
tranche aligned with existing sales, with further
allocations contingent on additional Letter of Offer and
Acceptance (LOA) agreements to ensure oversight and
prevent misuse. [Focus Taiwan]

The government has pushed back, defending the
proposal as a strategic, one-off investment. Deputy
Defence Minister Hsu Szu-chien argues that
concentrated upfront funding is necessary to scale
domestic defense production, sustain research and
development, and accelerate deployment of
asymmetric capabilities—particularly unmanned
systems—while providing stable demand for local
industry and strengthening supply chain resilience.

Hsu further indicated that coordination with the
United States is already advanced, with LOAs secured,
suggesting procurement channels are in place. Officials
warn that adopting a phased funding model would
delay implementation, complicate systems integration,
and weaken the overall pace of capability
development. [Taiwan News 1]

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),
meanwhile, warned that KMT plans to reduce the
package to around NTD 380 billion would strip funding
from key elements such as unmanned systems. The
party argues that this risks undermining Taiwan'’s
deterrence posture and sending negative signals
domestically and internationally, particularly as drones
have proven decisive in recent conflicts, including
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. [Taiwan News 2]

However, the budget dispute has also produced
internal tensions within the KMT over competing
defense budget proposals, that risk undermining the
party's coherence on a key national security issue.

Vice Chair Chi Lin-lien publicly warned that Legislative
Speaker Han Kuo-yu should face expulsion if reports
prove accurate that he supports a larger NTD 800
billion (USD 25.31 billion) defense package, rather than
the party’s official NTD 380 billion proposal.

Chi's remarks, delivered at a central committee
meeting, triggered immediate pushback. Party Chair
Cheng distanced the leadership from the tone of the
comments while reaffirming confidence in Han, while
party spokesperson Yin Nai-ching stressed that the
remarks did not represent the party's official position.
The KMT later sought to contain the fallout,
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emphasizing trust in Han's leadership during ongoing
legislative negotiations.

Han rejected the accusations, stating he had not
betrayed the party or the public, while lawmakers
aligned with the larger proposal signaled, they would
defer to the caucus decision. [Taiwan News 3]

In addition, external pressure is increasing. Former US
Indo-Pacific Command intelligence chief Michael
Studeman has urged Taiwan'’s legislature to pass the
full package swiftly, warning that prolonged delays
could erode confidence among security partners and
advantage China. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Parliament rejects prosecutor-
general nominee amid entrenched
executive-opposition tension

(dqgl) Taiwan's opposition-controlled parliament on May
5 rejected President Lai Ching-te’s nominee Hsu Hsi-
hsiang for the post of prosecutor-general, blocking a
key appointment at the top of the island’s
prosecutorial system. The rejection highlight the
entrenched polarization between the government and
the legislature in which the opposition parties,
theKuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP),
hold the majority.

Hsu’'s nomination, submitted by Lai in mid-March and
advanced after cross-party consultations in April, was
ultimately rejected amid criticism from KMT and TPP
lawmakers. Critics argued that Hsu lacked sufficient
appellate and review-case experience and raised
concerns over his previous roles in security and justice-
related agencies, questioning whether he could
maintain a clear separation between political influence
and prosecutorial independence.

The Presidential Office had defended Hsu’s candidacy
by highlighting more than three decades of
prosecutorial experience spanning major crime
categories, including corruption, narcotics, economic
offences, election-related cases, and child protection.
His career also includes senior postings across multiple
regional prosecutor offices, as well as leadership roles
in the Coast Guard Administration’s ethics office and
the National Security Bureau. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei
Times]
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Taiwan: Prosecutors appeal for Taipei
mayor verdict, intensifying high-stakes
corruption case

(dql) The legal battle over former Taipei mayor Ko Wen-
je has escalated after prosecutors challenged what
they view as an incomplete ruling, adding further
political weight to a case with implications for the 2028
presidential race.

The Taipei District Prosecutors' Office has appealed
Ko's 17-year sentence, arguing that the court
improperly excluded evidence of an additional NTD 15
million (USD 472,830) bribe allegedly paid by Sheen
Ching-jing of developer Core Pacific Group. While the
Taipei District Court acknowledged a NTD 2.1 million
(USD 66,200) payment, it ruled that evidence for the
larger sum did not meet the threshold of proof beyond
reasonable doubt. Prosecutors contend that an Excel
file found on a USB drive in Ko's home—referencing
“Little Sheen 1500"—should be treated as accounting
evidence, supported by witness testimony and
financial activity, including a contemporaneous NTD 16
million (USD 504,350) cash withdrawal.

The appeal further argues that the original ruling failed
to fully account for alleged pressure exerted on city
officials over development approvals, thereby
weakening the factual basis of the sentencing and
resulting in penalties that may be too lenient.
Prosecutors have also challenged sentencing in a
related case involving misappropriated political
donations, citing broader harm to public interests.
[Taipei Times]

Ko, who has denied all wrongdoing, had not filed an
appeal by the deadline. A former founder of the
opposition Taiwan People's Party and a third-place
finisher in the 2024 presidential election, Ko had been
widely seen as a potential contender for 2028. His
conviction—covering corruption, breach of trust, and
misuse of political funds—renders him ineligible for
future presidential bids unless overturned or reduced.

The case has become politically charged, with the main
opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT) and Ko's party
alleging political motivation, while the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party has refrained from
comment. As appeals proceed, the outcome will shape
not only Ko's political future but also broader
perceptions of judicial independence and anti-
corruption enforcement in Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: 2026 World Press Freedom Index
ranks Taiwan at 28 out of 180, down from
24

(ak) Taiwan fell four places—24th to 28th out of 180
countries—in the 2026 World Press Freedom Index,
with its score dropping from 77.04 to 75.44.

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said Taiwan remains
Asia-Pacific's second-safest media environment after
New Zealand, with no harassment or detentions of
journalists. Nevertheless, RSF warned of a decade-long
failure to improve news quality and public access to
reliable information, plus media struggles from ad
slumps and public funding cuts in Taiwan. [RSF]

Globally, press freedom hit a 25-year low, with over
half of countries rated in the bottom two tiers in the
five-tier index. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Defense ministry counters
systemic China pressure across cognitive
and military domains

(dql) Taiwan's defense ministry assesses that China has
shifted from sporadic influence efforts to coordinated
cognitive warfare campaigns, while simultaneously
sustaining higher-tempo military activity around the
island. In response, Taipei is tightening both
information defense and operational readiness amid
growing concerns over escalation risks.

The ministry has introduced a big-data system to
monitor and counter disinformation, strengthened
cooperation with fact-checkers, and expanded
education programs to improve media literacy and
counterintelligence awareness. Dedicated units,
enhanced interagency coordination, and stricter
internal controls aim to reduce risks of infiltration and
leaks, while international cooperation is being
deepened.

At the same time, the People's Liberation Army has
normalized increased air and naval operations,
including frequent crossings of the Taiwan Strait
median line and framing activities as “law enforcement
patrols” to assert jurisdictional claims. Taiwan is
responding by expanding joint exercises to strengthen
command integration and readiness. [Taiwan News 1]
[Taiwan News 2]
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Taiwan: Indigenous air and naval
programs advance in parallel as defense
self-reliance deepens

(dqgl) Taiwan is making steady, coordinated progress in
upgrading both its pilot training pipeline and undersea
warfare capabilities, reflecting a broader strategic push
to localize defense production. The near-completion of
its advanced jet trainer program and the final testing
phase of its first domestically built submarine highlight
tangible gains in force readiness amid sustained
pressure from China.

Taiwan'’s Air Force has taken delivery of 56 out of 66
planned AIDC T-5 Brave Eagle aircraft, with full delivery
expected by the end of the year. Developed as part of
an indigenous defense initiative, the platform is
designed to replace aging AT-3 and F-5 trainers and
provide a modern bridge to frontline combat aircraft.
Featuring a digital cockpit, advanced flight controls,
and simulated combat systems, the aircraft enables
comprehensive pilot training from basic flight to
tactical operations. [Taiwan News 1]

In parallel, Taiwan'’s first domestically built submarine
prototype, the Narwhal, is approaching the
culmination of its sea trial program. The vessel recently
completed its 13th overall sea trial and seventh
submergence test off Kaohsiung, indicating a transition
from basic seaworthiness checks to more advanced
operational validation. Current testing is assessed to
include torpedo-handling procedures—potentially
involving temporarily sourced U.S. systems—as well as
simulated submerged launch exercises conducted in
near-port conditions.

Upcoming trials are expected to focus on endurance,
speed, and increasing operational depth to validate
propulsion efficiency and system resilience under
more demanding conditions. [Taiwan News 2]
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Bangladesh: Reserved-seat women
lawmakers take oath, consolidating new
parliament’s party balance

(Im) 49 newly elected lawmakers from the reserved
women's seats in Bangladesh’s 13th Parliament took
their oaths on May 3, formally adding the women'’s-
seat allocation to the new legislature after the
February general election filled 300 directly elected
constituency seats. Of the 49 lawmakers sworn in, 36
are from the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP),
12 from the Jamaat-e-Islami-led opposition alliance,
and one is an independent lawmaker. [Dhaka Tribune
1] [Dhaka Tribune 2] [The Daily Star 1]

One of Parliament's 50 reserved women's seats
remains unresolved. The Jamaat-led alliance had
originally been allocated 13 seats, but one candidate’s
nomination was cancelled. Another candidate, Nusrat
Tabassum, initially faced rejection after her nomination
was submitted 19 minutes after the April 21 deadline,
but the Election Commission (EC) later accepted her
nomination following a High Court order and declared
it valid. A rival candidate has appealed to the High
Court, seeking a stay on Nusrat's gazette notification
until the writ petition is resolved. [The Daily Star 2]

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB)
separately found from affidavit analysis that the
reserved-seat nominees are generally wealthier and
more highly educated than directly elected lawmakers.
Around 63.3 percent hold postgraduate or higher
degrees, compared with 50.7 percent among directly
elected lawmakers, while 32 of the 49 candidates, or
65.31 percent, declared assets placing them in the
millionaire category. TIB said their combined declared
immovable assets amounted to about BDT 660 million
(USD 5.41 million), while movable assets totaled about
BDT 780 million (USD 6.40 million), for combined
declared assets of about BDT 1.52 billion (USD 12.46
million). TIB described the high education levels and
professional diversity as positive, but said the
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concentration of wealth raised questions about
representativeness and inclusivity. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh: First session of new
Parliament ends after ordinance review
and passage of 94 bills

(Im) The first session of Bangladesh's 13th Parliament
was prorogued on April 30 after 25 sittings since March
12, ending a session dominated by the review of 133
ordinances issued by the Yunus-led interim
government before the February election. Under
Article 93 of Bangladesh’s Constitution, ordinances
issued when Parliament is not in session must be
placed before Parliament and cease to have effect
unless approved within the required period after
Parliament first sits. This made the opening session a
major test of how the new Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP)-led government and the opposition would
handle the interim administration’s reform agenda.

Parliament formed a special committee with members
from both treasury and opposition benches to
scrutinize the ordinances and recommend which
should be converted into acts, amended, repealed, or
allowed to lapse. In total, 94 bills were passed during
the session, including legislation converting many
interim-era ordinances into acts. Official and media
accounts differ slightly in their breakdown, but most
ordinances were approved, many without change,
while others were amended, repealed, or not
introduced as bills and therefore allowed to lapse.

The process was politically contentious because
several ordinances were tied to post-uprising reform
commitments after the July 2024 political upheaval.
Opposition parties and civil society groups raised
concerns over the handling of ordinances related to
judicial independence, Supreme Court administration,
appointments of Supreme Court judges, the National
Human Rights Commission, the Anti-Corruption
Commission, the Police Commission, enforced
disappearances, and access to information.
Transparency International Bangladesh warned that
some reform areas were being weakened, repealed, or
left pending without a clear timeline.

Alongside the ordinance review, the session formed
five standing committees and two special committees
and included regular parliamentary oversight through
questions to the prime minister and ministers. Among
the bills passed last were amendments removing the
maximum age limits for the chairmen and members of
two financial regulatory bodies: the Bangladesh
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Securities and Exchange Commission, which regulates
the capital market, and the Insurance Development
and Regulatory Authority, which regulates the
insurance sector. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Islamist party faces renewed
wartime-legitimacy challenge as it
escalates reform campaign

(Im) Bangladesh'’s main opposition and major Islamist
party, Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, is facing a renewed
challenge over its 1971 wartime legacy just as it steps
up pressure on the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) over implementation of the post-2024 uprising
reform agenda. The immediate update is that Jamaat
and its 11-party alliance have announced rallies in
seven divisional cities, beginning in Rajshahi on May 16
and continuing after Eid-ul-Azha, to press for
implementation of the referendum verdict on the July
Charter, a post-uprising reform roadmap developed
after the July 2024 mass uprising that ousted longtime
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to guide institutional and
constitutional reforms. [The Daily Star]

The reform dispute centers on Jamaat's claim that the
BNP initially agreed to several proposals through the
National Consensus Commission but later showed
reluctance to implement them. Jamaat is therefore
trying to position itself as the main pressure force for
carrying the post-uprising agenda forward. At the same
time, its opponents are challenging its authority to
speak for national reform by reviving its role during the
1971 Liberation War, when Jamaat opposed
Bangladesh’'s independence from Pakistan.

That challenge resurfaced in Parliament during debate
on the amended Jatiya Muktijoddha Council JAMUKA)
Bill. JAMUKA is the state body responsible for
recognition and welfare issues related to freedom
fighters. The bill defines “Bir Muktijoddha,” meaning
Valiant Freedom Fighter, as those who fought against
Pakistani occupation forces and their local
collaborators, explicitly naming Jamaat and other pro-
Pakistan groups. Law Minister Md Asaduzzaman
argued that Jamaat had effectively accepted its
historical role as an anti-liberation force by not
opposing the definition. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Jamaat pushed back on two levels. Jamaat Ameer and
Leader of the Opposition Shafiqur Rahman demanded
that remarks by another lawmaker questioning his
family background and political identity be removed
from the parliamentary record. Separately, Jamaat
Secretary General Mia Golam Parwar said the present
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Jamaat should not be equated with its 1971-era
version, arguing that the party’s constitution has since
been amended and now refers to respect for the
sacrifices of freedom fighters. [Dhaka Tribune 2]
[Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh: Court petition challenges
interim government decisions and laws

(Im) A writ petition has been filed with the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court challenging the legality
of activities carried out during the tenure of the interim
government led by Muhammad Yunus, which took
office after longtime Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's
ouster in August 2024 and remained in power until the
elected government of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party took office this February. The petition questions
the validity of decisions taken during this period,
including lawmaking, the formation of reform
commissions, and domestic and international
agreements. The petition also seeks the formation of a
commission to examine whether there are allegations
of corruption against Yunus.

The same lawyer had earlier filed a separate petition
challenging the legality of the current government'’s
oath and formation process, but that petition was
rejected, and the Supreme Court later ruled that the
interim government was legal. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Court petition challenges
trade agreement with United States

(Im) A writ petition has been filed with the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court challenging the legality
of the Reciprocal Trade Agreement between
Bangladesh and the United States, a February trade
framework that provides for reciprocal tariff
commitments and wider market-access obligations
between the two countries. The petition argues that
the agreement is unreasonable, structurally
imbalanced, and contrary to Bangladesh'’s national
interests. It further claims that the agreement fails to
protect Bangladesh’s economic sovereignty and public
welfare, and that constitutional procedures were not
followed in its execution. [Dhaka Tribune]

The legal challenge comes amid growing criticism that
the agreement places far more binding obligations on
Bangladesh than on the United States. For Dhaka, the
main potential benefit concerns textiles and apparel,
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where Washington has committed to arrangements
allowing some Bangladeshi products to enter at zero
or reduced tariffs. However, those benefits would be
quota-based and linked to Bangladesh’s purchases of
cotton, synthetic fibers, or textile inputs from the US.
Products outside the concession list may still face
reciprocal tariffs of up to 19 percent in addition to
normal United States Most Favored Nation tariffs.
[Prothom Alo]

In this context, Biman Bangladesh Airlines, the national
carrier, signed an agreement on April 30 to buy 14
aircraft from Boeing, including 10 787 Dreamliners and
four 737 MAX jets. The deal, worth about USD 3.7
billion at list prices, marks a shift away from previous
plans under the former Awami League government to
buy aircraft from Airbus, the European aircraft
manufacturer. Officials linked the decision not only to
fleet modernization but also to Bangladesh’s effort to
reduce a roughly USD 6 billion trade imbalance with
the United States and avoid tariff pressure that could
affect the export-driven economy, especially the
garment sector. [Reuters]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court strengthens
oversight of lower courts

(Im) Bangladesh’s Chief Justice has reconstituted
monitoring committees for subordinate courts,
assigning 13 judges of the High Court Division of the
Supreme Court to oversee district-level judicial
activities across the country’s eight divisions.

The move updates an existing monitoring system:
eight judges were assigned to divisional monitoring
roles in January 2022, the number was increased to 13
in October 2023, and the committees were
restructured again in April 2025 before the latest
reconstitution. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Ruling party moves to restore
internal discipline

(Im) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), the ruling
party led by Prime Minister Tarique Rahman, is
preparing internal disciplinary and organizational
measures amid concerns that misconduct, local
infighting, weak coordination, and alleged links
between some party members and criminal elements
could damage both the party's image and the
government's public standing. Tarique is expected to
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meet grassroots leaders from 82 organizational
districts in the second week of May, his first such
meeting since becoming prime minister in February, to
issue instructions on party discipline and
organizational work.

The move reflects a broader challenge for the BNP
after its return to power. Several senior party figures
have entered government or Parliament, while others
have been removed from party posts or become
inactive, creating gaps in party coordination between
the central leadership and local units. Party
policymakers reportedly see a breakdown in the chain
of command, internal disputes, and weak supervision
as key problems, especially because voters may not
distinguish between the conduct of party activists and
the performance of the government.

The BNP is also considering a broader reorganization
of its front and associate bodies, many of whose
committees have expired. The party aims to reactivate
grassroots units, reduce internal divisions, update
committees, and possibly hold its national council by
the end of the year. The council, which determines key
party committees and organizational direction, was
last held on March 19, 2016, despite the party
constitution requiring one every three years. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Government says more than
23,000 political cases withdrawn

(Im) Bangladesh’s Law Minister told Parliament that the
government has withdrawn 23,865 cases it considers
“politically motivated harassment” cases since the fall
of the Awami League government on August 5, 2024,
after the July 2024 mass uprising. He said more cases
remain under review, but the government does not
have precise official statistics on how many such cases
were filed against leaders and activists of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-
Islami, the current ruling and main opposition parties,
because political identity is not recorded in First
Information Reports, the initial police documents used
to register criminal cases.

The minister said the current government created
district-level review committees on March 5 to assess
applications for case withdrawal together with police
records, charge sheets where available, and public
prosecutors’ opinions. A central committee headed by
the Law Minister was then formed on March 8 to
examine district recommendations and take further
action. According to information from the BNP's central


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-hj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-hj/

office, 142,983 alleged false or harassment cases were
filed against BNP leaders and activists between 2007
and January 11, 2025, though no comparable official
figure is available for Jamaat. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Press freedom remains
vulnerable across political transitions

(Im) Bangladesh marked World Press Freedom Day
amid renewed warnings that journalists continue to
face legal pressure, intimidation, surveillance, self-
censorship, and restricted access to information
despite recent political change.

Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), a Bangladeshi human rights
organization, said media freedom remains under
pressure from lawsuits against journalists, risks of
arrest, harassment over digital expression, attacks and
threats, ownership influence, pressure on investigative
reporting, and weak implementation of the Right to
Information Act, which is intended to guarantee public
access to official information. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The concerns are reinforced by an analysis of Varieties
of Democracy (V-Dem), a Sweden-based democracy
research project that tracks political rights and
freedoms, including whether journalists are arrested,
imprisoned, assaulted, or killed for legitimate
journalistic work. According to the analysis,
Bangladesh recorded hostile conditions for journalists
in 27 of 55 years since independence in 1971, showing
that pressure on the media has cut across civilian,
military, and interim governments.

The worst year was 1975, when one-party rule under
Baksal led to the closure of privately owned
newspapers and left only four state-controlled outlets.
Another major period of repression occurred under
the military rule of H. M. Ershad from 1982 to 1990.
More recently, nine of Bangladesh’s 10 worst scores
occurred between 2014 and 2024, during the final
three terms of ousted ex-Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's government, when journalists critical of
powerful actors frequently faced legal action,
detention, or intimidation, including under the Digital
Security Act of 2018.

The analysis also shows that periods of relative
improvement have been fragile. Pressure eased
between 1978 and 1981, during parts of the post-1991
electoral period, and after the fall of Hasina’s
government in 2024, but serious incidents continued
even during those comparatively better phases. Under
the Yunus-led interim government, Bangladesh
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recorded a lower V-Dem harassment score in 2025, but
journalists have still faced job losses and cases filed on
weak murder allegations, with some remaining in
detention. [The Daily Star]

In separate but related updates, Supreme Court
reporters staged a protest on May 3, saying journalists
had been barred for four months from entering the
Appellate Division courtroom and several benches of
the Supreme Court's High Court Division. They argued
that courtrooms are public spaces and that the
restrictions violate press freedom and Article 39 of the
Constitution, which protects freedom of thought,
conscience, and expression. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Rohingya population has
reached nearly 1.19 million

(Im) Bangladesh's Foreign Minister told Parliament that
1,189,213 Rohingya, a Muslim minority displaced from
Myanmar, are currently sheltered in Bangladesh, citing
a United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) report dated April 13. He said the
government continues to pursue safe, voluntary, and
dignified repatriation to Myanmar as the only
sustainable solution, while maintaining diplomatic
engagement with the international community. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Study finds very low
conviction rate in violence against women
and children cases

(Im) A study by the Supreme Court of Bangladesh and
BRAC, a major Bangladesh-based development
organization, has found that cases before Women and
Children Repression Prevention Tribunals result in
convictions in only 3 percent of cases, while nearly 70
percent of accused persons are acquitted. The study
examined 4,040 cases disposed of between January
and June 2025 across 42 tribunals in 32 districts and
identified lengthy proceedings, weak evidence,
absence of witnesses, repeated adjournments,
investigation delays, limited witness protection, and
structural weaknesses in the justice system as major
barriers.

Although the Women and Children Repression
Prevention Act, 2000 requires cases to be resolved
within 180 working days, the study found that cases
take an average of three years and seven months and
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involve about 22 hearing dates. Officials also noted
that many incidents never reach court because of
stigma, fear, family pressure, and difficulties proving
offenses that often occur inside households, such as
domestic abuse and dowry-related violence. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Measles outbreak records
highest single-day death toll

(Im) Bangladesh’s ongoing measles outbreak recorded
its highest single-day death toll since the outbreak
began on March 15, with 17 deaths from confirmed or
suspected measles-related symptoms reported in the
24 hours to 8 a.m. on May 4. Since March 15, the total
death toll from confirmed and suspected measles-
related cases has reached 311 children, including 52
confirmed measles deaths and 259 suspected deaths.
[Dhaka Tribune] [Reuters]

Bangladesh: Government expects
emergency budget support as Middle East
war raises import costs

(Im) Bangladesh expects about USD 3 billion in budget
support by mid-June from development partners to
ease fiscal pressure caused by higher fuel and fertilizer
import costs linked to the ongoing Middle East war.
The expected support includes USD 1.2 billion from the
World Bank, USD 1 billion from the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), USD 500 million from the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), USD 250
million from the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB), and USD 100 million from the OPEC Fund for
International Development. The government had
earlier estimated that it needs an additional USD 4
billion in emergency budget support between May and
June.

The financing is expected to provide short-term relief,
but economists warned that borrowing terms must be
carefully managed because Bangladesh’s debt risk has
already moved from low to moderate in the
International Monetary Fund's latest debt sustainability
assessment. Some loans are concessional, including
World Bank emergency financing at below 2 percent
interest, while others are market-based, including
portions of the ADB, AlIB, and OPEC Fund support.

Bangladesh has also sought emergency support from
the International Monetary Fund, including USD 1.3
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billion from two installments of its USD 5.5 billion loan
program and an additional USD 2 billion from an
emergency window. Economists said weak domestic
revenue collection leaves the government dependent
on foreign borrowing during external shocks, while
also warning that emergency funds must be protected
from waste and corruption. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Prime minister cites
inherited debt burden at district
administration conference

(Im) Prime Minister Tarique Rahman said Bangladesh’s
new government of his Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) began its tenure with an inherited debt burden
of BDT 30 trillion (USD 246 billion), using the opening
of the District Commissioner Conference 2026 to
frame the country's economic situation as a central
challenge for the administration. He said the
government had taken office during one of the
weakest economic periods in Bangladesh’s history and
attributed the debt burden to the previous
administration.

Rahman linked the fiscal pressure to wider governance
and administrative priorities, telling district
commissioners, the senior civil administrators
representing the central government at district level,
that they must maintain professionalism,
administrative neutrality, and readiness to respond to
political, social, and disaster-related challenges. He
also said the government would pursue zero tolerance
on corruption and implement the July Charter, a post-
uprising reform framework, while accusing the
previous government of weakening key institutions
and increasing import dependence.

The conference also produced a set of economic and
administrative policy signals. Commerce, Industries,
and Textiles and Jute Minister Khandaker Abdul
Muktadir said the government plans to transfer
around 50 closed or underperforming textile and jute
factories to the private sector within the next year to
attract investment, increase production, and create
jobs. Deputy commissioners proposed reviving old
industries, creating new industrial zones, and
reopening closed sugar mills, while the government
said these proposals would be considered.

The government also outlined steps aimed at market
stabilization and project discipline. The commerce
ministry plans to form an advisory council for the
Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB), a state
trading body involved in essential commodity supply,
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and introduce an artificial intelligence-based supply-
chain monitoring system to reduce price gaps between
producers and retailers. Separately, the Planning
Ministry said it is preparing a two-year strategic
framework aligned with the government's election
manifesto and 31-point program, focusing on
economic recovery, reducing inequality, improving
project quality, curbing corruption, and prioritizing
employment generation and environmental impact in
future projects. [Dhaka Tribune] [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: First nuclear power plant
begins fuel loading amid wider energy-
security push

(Im) Bangladesh has begun loading uranium fuel into
the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, the country’s first
nuclear power station, marking the start of the physical
start-up phase before electricity generation can begin.
The USD 11 billion plant, under construction since
2017 and developed with support from Rosatom,
Russia's state nuclear corporation, is designed to
generate 2,400 megawatts and could eventually meet
up to 10 percent of Bangladesh's electricity demand.
Officials hope the first 300 megawatts can be supplied
to the grid by August, with full production expected in
late 2027, though further testing and safety checks are
required before commercial operation. Rosatom
Director General Alexey Likhachev also met Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman on April 28, shortly before
the fuel-loading stage. [Daily Mirror] [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The development comes as Bangladesh’s power
system faces recurring summer pressure from high
electricity demand and added strain from the Middle
East war, which has disrupted energy shipments
through the Strait of Hormuz. Bangladesh imports
about 95 percent of its oil and gas, much of it from the
Middle East, making the nuclear project important for
longer-term energy diversification and grid stability.

The mixed performance of coal-fired generation
underlines the same energy-security challenge. The
Barapukuria Thermal Power Plant in Dinajpur halted
production again after a boiler tube in Unit 1 burst on
May 2, shortly after the same unit had resumed
operation following a similar fault on April 25. Although
the coal-fired plant has an installed capacity of 525
megawatts, only its 125-megawatt Unit 1 had been
operating, with Unit 2 reportedly shut for five years
and the 275-megawatt Unit 3 under overhaul and
maintenance. Repairs are expected to take about five
days. [Dhaka Tribune 2]
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By contrast, a large coal-fired power plant in Rampal, in
southwestern Bangladesh, generated more than 760
million units of electricity in April, contributing more
than 9 percent of Bangladesh's total power generation
that month. The plant crossed 700 million units in a
single month for the fifth time and operated at a 97
percent plant load factor during the first week of April,
when demand rose during a heatwave. [Dhaka Tribune
3]

In parallel, the government has approved new
domestic energy exploration contracts aimed at
expanding gas and oil reserves and reducing reliance
on imported fuel. Under a Bangladesh Petroleum
Exploration and Production Company Limited (BAPEX)
project, two deep exploration wells will be drilled by a
Chinese drilling company affiliated with China National
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) at BDT 7.14 billion (USD
58.55 million). The Cabinet Committee on Government
Purchase also approved drilling of the Sylhet-12 oil well
by Sinopec International Petroleum Service
Corporation, a Chinese oilfield services company
affiliated with Sinopec, another major Chinese state-
owned energy group, at BDT 2.32 billion (USD 19.03
million). [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Bangladesh: Crime surge in capital
indicates significant post-2024 uprising
security vacuum

(Im) Bangladesh'’s capital Dhaka is seeing a rise in
organized-crime violence, with murders, public
shootings, bomb blasts, stabbings, threats, and attacks
on businesses reported across at least 14 areas of the
city. The violence has renewed concern that
underworld networks are reasserting themselves after
August 5, 2024, when longtime Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was ousted in a mass uprising and law
enforcement agencies were temporarily weakened.

In response, the DMP launched a combing operation
on May 1 targeting listed criminals and their
associates. The operation includes intelligence-based
arrests, block raids, checkpoints, surveillance, closed-
circuit television footage analysis, cyber monitoring,
and coordination among specialized police units.

The situation also raises questions over judicial and
policing follow-up after the release of high-risk
offenders, with experts warning that bail conditions,
including police monitoring, regular court
appearances, and restrictions on leaving the country,
have not been properly enforced. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Government forces more
senior police officers into retirement

(Im) Bangladesh’s government has sent 16 deputy
inspectors general and one additional deputy
inspector general of police into compulsory retirement
with immediate effect, in the latest move in a broader
post-August 2024 overhaul of the police
administration.

The move affects senior officers from several police
and security-related units, including the Anti-Terrorism
Unit, Highway Police, Criminal Investigation
Department, Police Headquarters, National Security
Intelligence, Police Staff College, Tourist Police, Naval
Police, Railway Police, metropolitan police, and police
training centers. [Dhaka Tribune]

Similar orders have been issued repeatedly since the
ouster of longtime Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
August 5, 2024, with reporting indicating that more
than 60 police officials had already been sent into
retirement under the same legal provision before the
latest order.

Bhutan: End of loan moratorium raises
concerns over non-performing loans

(Im) Bhutan's Royal Monetary Authority (RMA), the
country's central bank, lifted the loan payment
moratorium on April 7, requiring borrowers to resume
repayments and giving financial institutions until June
30 to renegotiate or restructure affected loans. The
decision shifts Bhutan from years of deferment
support into a repayment phase, raising concerns that
non-performing loans could rise if businesses remain
unable to service debt.

The moratorium had been one of seven restructuring
measures introduced under the Regulations on Non-
Performing Loan Management 2025. The RMA said
further deferment was unsustainable because
accumulated interest could exceed the original
principal, increase borrowers' debt burden, and create
liquidity pressure in the banking system. The
remaining restructuring options include interest-only
payments, capitalization of unpaid interest and
penalties, maturity extensions, collateral-backed loan
top-ups, loan splitting, and conversion of overdrafts
into term loans.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-ur/

Banks and borrowers warned that the transition could
still increase non-performing loans, referring to loans
on which borrowers are no longer meeting repayment
obligations. Some businesses said economic conditions
had not fully recovered and called for more gradual or
targeted support, including restructuring windows,
interest subsidies, or sector-specific relief.

As of December 30, 2025, Bhutan's overall non-
performing loan ratio stood at 3.09 percent, with
transport at 10.6 percent and agriculture and livestock
at 10.5 percent. As of March 2025, total deferred loans
amounted to BTN 29.62 billion (USD 355.44 million),
with the hotel and tourism sector accounting for the
largest share at BTN 11.72 billion (USD 140.64 million).
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Birth-rate decline gains urgency
as government weighs population
strategy

(Im) Bhutan'’s long-running decline in births has gained
new policy urgency after Prime Minister Tshering
Tobgay recently described it as a national crisis and
called for cross-sectoral action, while the government
prepares a Sustainable Population Strategy expected
this financial year. The issue is no longer framed only
as a demographic trend but as a long-term economic
and social risk, with officials and experts warning that
low fertility, youth emigration, delayed family
formation, and population ageing could weaken
Bhutan's workforce, raise dependency pressures, and
slow future growth.

The decline is steep. Bhutan'’s fertility rate has fallen
from about 6.8 births per woman in 1950 to around 1.4
to 1.8 today, below the replacement level of 2.1.
Official data show births falling from 15,580 in 1990 to
10,225 in 2020 and 5,784 in 2025. The trend is linked to
delayed marriage, rising living and housing costs,
career priorities, lack of childcare support, and large-
scale youth and skilled-worker migration, especially to
countries such as Australia, Canada, the United States,
and Gulf states.

The effects are already visible in schools and the labor
market. Falling child numbers have contributed to
declining school enrollment, with 42 schools closed in
the past five years and some remaining schools
operating with very few students. At the same time,
youth migration and voluntary resignations among
younger civil servants are reducing the domestic
workforce and may further depress family formation.
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The government is considering a broader policy
response, including childcare support, gender-
responsive policies, social protection, child tax credits,
and incentives for larger families. Health authorities
are also planning full in-vitro fertilization services at
the Mother and Child Hospital by financial year 2026-
2027, while existing maternal and child health
programs are being strengthened. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Access roads and bridges for
major hydropower project 75 percent
complete

(Im) Access roads and bridges for the Dorjilung
hydropower project on the Kurichhu River in eastern
Bhutan are 75 percent complete, moving the country’s
second-largest hydropower project closer to full
construction. The 1,125-megawatt project is being
developed by Dorjilung Hydropower Limited, a joint
venture between Druk Green Power Corporation
(DGPC), Bhutan's state-owned hydropower company,
and India’s Tata Power, with ownership shares of 60
percent and 40 percent respectively.

The project is expected to generate more than 4,500
gigawatt-hours of electricity annually, increasing
Bhutan's energy production by 40 percent and energy
exports by 42 percent. Pre-construction began in April
after agreement signing and is expected to run until
February 2027, while major civil works are expected to
be awarded in the third quarter of 2026 and begin in
the fourth quarter. The overall construction period is
planned for 2025 to 2031. According to the World Bank
Group, the project is expected to raise gross domestic
product by about 2.4 percent during operation and
create around 5,000 jobs. [Kuensel]

India: Bharatiya Janata Party on course
for historic breakthrough in West Bengal
state election

(dql) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the ruling party at the national level,
has moved into a dominant position in the eastern
state of West Bengal, according to partial results from
a closely watched state election that signals a potential
political realignment in one of India’s most influential
opposition strongholds.

On May 4, the Election Commission reported that the
BJP had secured at least 124 seats in the 294-member
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state assembly and was leading in an additional 83,
putting it on track for a possible majority pending final
confirmation. The outcome would mark a historic
breakthrough for the party, which has never governed
West Bengal, despite sustained efforts to unseat the
long-ruling regional government led by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee of the All India Trinamool Congress.
The outcome has drawn comparisons to 2011, when
Banerjee’s party the Communist Party-led Left Front's
34-year rule in the state. [The Tribune]

West Bengal has been a politically symbolic
battleground, both for its size and its role as a center
of organized opposition to the BJP at the national level.
Banerjee, one of Modi's most prominent critics, has
governed since 2011 and has also positioned herself as
a key figure in efforts to build a broader anti-BJP
alliance among regional parties. Her likely defeat
would significantly weaken that opposition
coordination on a national scale. [NPR]

With its electoral gains in West Bengal, the BJP is
expected to strengthen its position in the Upper House
as the state elects 16 members to the chamber
through its legislative assembly. The BJP (with 145
seats) and its National Democratic Alliance (NDA)—the
BJP-led center-right political coalition of more than 30
parties—already hold a majority in the 245-member
chamber, though figures fluctuate with periodic
retirements and elections. [The New Indian Express]

The election was also overshadowed by controversy
over a months-long overhaul of West Bengal's voter
rolls. The Election Commission reportedly removed
approximately nine million names from the electoral
rolls, a figure cited as representing over 10 percent of
the state’s electorate. West Bengal state has a Muslim
population estimated at nearly 30 percent, though
detailed breakdowns of those affected by the voter list
revisions have not been officially published.

While the BJP called the voter roll revisions part of a
broader effort to address illegal immigration from
Bangladesh, opposition parties alleged that the scale
and implementation of the deletions could have
affected the integrity of the vote. Banerjee alleged that
Modi's party had “looted more than 100 seats” and
accused the Election Commission of acting in favor of
the party, calling it “the BJP's commission.”

Meanwhile, Modi highlighted that the election results
reflected public trust in democracy, a “politics of
performance,” and political stability, adding that they
demonstrated national unity amid global uncertainties,
including the ongoing tensions in the Middle East
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involving the United States, Israel, and Iran. [The New
York Times] [France 24] [Reuters]

Beyond West Bengal, results in the other states
reflected a mixed but broadly favorable picture for the
ruling party and shifting regional dynamics. In Assam,
the NDA secured a third consecutive term, while in
Tamil Nadu, a new regional formation led by film star-
turned-politician Joseph Vijay unseated the incumbent
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). In Kerala, the
opposition Indian National Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) alliance ended the decade-long
tenure of the ruling Left Democratic Front (LDF), the
political alliance led by the Communist Party of India
(Marxist). [NDTV] [The Times of India] [DD News]

India: Press freedom ranking falls to 157th

(dql) India has slipped to 157th place out of 180
countries in the 2026 World Press Freedom Index
published by Reporters Without Borders (RSF), marking
a continued deterioration in its media environment
amid a broader global decline in press freedom. [RSF]

The ranking reflects a six-place drop from 2025 and
reverses a marginal improvement recorded the
previous year. RSF attributes India's downward
trajectory to weakening legal protections for
journalists, increasing reliance on national security
legislation, and heightened exposure of reporters to
judicial pressure and intimidation.

The global index highlights a wider systemic decline,
with more than half of countries now classified as
having “difficult” or “very serious” conditions for press
freedom. RSF notes that legal repression, particularly
the criminalization of journalism through emergency
and common law provisions, has become a
widespread trend.

The report also underscores widening geographic
disparities. While Nordic countries continue to
dominate the top of the rankings, conflict-affected and
authoritarian states remain at the bottom. Several
countries, including Pakistan and Palestine, recorded
modest improvements, while others saw sharp
declines linked to conflict, political repression, or
institutional instability.

The United States also registered a notable fall,
reflecting growing concerns over political pressure,
economic strain on media institutions, and heightened
tensions between the press and state authorities. [The
News Minute]
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India: Employment policy signals
structural strain from Al shock and weak
job quality

(dql) The Indian government is formulating a national
employment policy in response to emerging pressures
in the labor market highlighted by recent survey data
and the anticipated impact of artificial intelligence.

According to officials, the policy—expected to be
released in draft form soon—will aim to protect
workers across sectors and address structural gaps,
marking the first comprehensive employment
framework of its kind.

The initiative follows official data which point to
stagnant or slow wage growth among casual laborers,
particularly men, alongside only modest gains for
women, indicating limited income progression in
lower-tier employment. While agriculture remains the
largest source of employment, its share has declined
slightly, with labor gradually shifting towards
manufacturing and services.

However, this transition has not yet translated into
stronger wage dynamics or improved job quality. At
the same time, unemployment remains uneven across
regions.

These trends coincide with growing concern over Al-
driven disruption, with estimates suggesting that 12-
18 million jobs—mainly in IT, business process
outsourcing (BPO), and retail—could be affected in the
near term. At the same time, demand for Al-skilled
professionals is projected to rise significantly, creating
a potential gap between job displacement and new
opportunities. [The Tribune]

India: Shipping capacity expansion
launched

(dql) India will induct 62 vessels in 2026-27 with an
investment of approximately USD 6.2 billion, adding
2.85 million gross tonnage capacity, amid heightened
global maritime risk and volatility in key energy transit
routes, including the Strait of Hormuz.

The plan was reviewed by Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal in an inter-
ministerial meeting involving petroleum, chemicals,
fertilizer, and commerce-linked agencies, alongside
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maritime regulators including the Directorate General
of Shipping and the Shipping Corporation of India (SCI).

The expansion forms part of a broader push to
strengthen maritime and supply chain resilience under
conditions of global shipping disruption and energy
transit vulnerability. It prioritizes container vessels,
crude and LPG carriers, tankers, dredgers, and green
tugs. SCl is tasked with developing ammonia-capable
specialized vessels, alongside a joint venture with oil
public sector undertakings to acquire 59 ships.

A time-bound white paper is being prepared to map
sectoral gaps, capacity targets, and implementation
sequencing. [The Tribune]

The maritime capacity expansion is being driven by a
stated government objective to reduce reliance on
foreign shipping, amid the country's heavy
dependence on external carriers for trade logistics.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set targets to
increase the share of Indian-flagged vessels in exports
to at least 20 percent, compared with the current
dominance of foreign-flagged ships handling roughly
90 percent of India's commerce. He has also outlined
an ambition to raise transshipment activity from
around 20 percent to 75 percent by 2030. [The
Maritime Executive]

India: Armed forces advance military
integration through joint command
reforms

(dqgl) India is moving ahead with defense reforms
aimed at improving coordination and integration
among its armed forces.

Chief of Defence Staff Anil Chauhan announced that a
Joint Operations Centre for the armed forces is
expected to be operational by end-May to integrate
operations of the Army, Navy and Air Force. He also
noted expansion of the Defence Space Agency and
plans for a Defence Geospatial Agency. He added that
three sets of recommendations on theatre commands
have been submitted to Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, alongside work on a common Services Act to
replace separate service laws.

The reforms are part of a broader shift toward theatre
commands—unified geographic military structures
placing all combat assets under single commanders—
aimed at improving jointness and operational
efficiency. [The Tribune]
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Maldives: Developments in online outlet
investigation intensify broader media-
government tensions

(Im) In recent days, developments in the police
investigation into an independent online news outlet
have unfolded alongside related events that have
placed renewed attention on the relationship between
the government, the ruling People’s National Congress
(PNCQ), state institutions, and media actors critical of
the administration. [Maldives Independent]

Developments have continued in the investigation into
Adhadhu, an independent online news outlet,
following the April 27 police raid over its documentary
“Aisha,” which alleges a past personal and sexual
relationship between President Mohamed Muizzu and
a woman said to have worked in the President’s Office,
claims the President has rejected as false [see AR No.
17, April/2026, 4]. The case is legally and politically
significant because authorities are pursuing criminal
allegations including “qazf,” a Maldivian criminal
offense involving false accusations of unlawful sexual
conduct, as well as charges related to complicity,
solicitation, and conspiracy.

Late last week, police formally questioned the outlet's
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Editor, both of
whom exercised their right to remain silent. Travel
bans have also been imposed on both individuals and
a former President’s Office employee linked to the
documentary, with their passports seized for three
months. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3] [The Sun
4]

Police also seized 20 devices during the April 27 raid,
including laptops, hard drives, and memory cards. The
Criminal Court later issued an order allowing
investigators to access the seized electronic devices
and data, but the news outlet has refused to provide
passwords, arguing that doing so could expose
confidential sources beyond the material directly
linked to the documentary. [The Sun 5]

Meanwhile, an emergency motion in Parliament by the
main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)
seeking an inquiry into the police action was rejected
by the Speaker on procedural grounds. The Maldives
Media and Broadcasting Commission (MMBC), the
media regulator created under a contentious
September 2025 law passed by the PNC-dominated
Parliament, initially remained silent before saying it
has no authority over police investigative standards
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and would only address content-related issues. [The
Sun 6] [The Sun 7]

In parallel, government officials and ruling party
figures have publicly defended the investigation.
Homeland Security Minister Ali lhusan and other
cabinet members stated that authorities are obligated
to act against false and defamatory allegations,
emphasizing that press freedom is subject to legal
limits and does not extend to reputational harm. In
contrast, critics—including a former Chief Justice—
raised concerns about potential ministerial influence
over the investigation, arguing that public statements
by the Home Minister could affect perceptions of
investigative independence, an allegation that lhusan
has denied. [The Sun 8] [The Sun 9] [The Sun 10]

The developments are unfolding alongside wider
changes in the Maldives’ media regulatory
environment. The September 2025 media law
dissolved previous regulatory bodies and established
the MMBC as a centralized authority overseeing both
broadcast and online media. The Commission has now
issued regulations governing complaint procedures,
investigations, and penalties, including fines ranging
from MVR 5,000 (USD 325) to MVR 100,000 (USD 6,500)
for media outlets and higher penalties for
broadcasters, as well as powers to order corrections,
require public apologies, and revoke licenses or
registrations. Commission officials have stated that the
body is legally required to investigate complaints once
filed, regardless of whether it wishes to pursue a case,
and have urged media organizations to follow its
content standards. [The Sun 11] [The Sun 12]

Separately, the tension between government
communication and media scrutiny was also reflected
at a press briefing, where Environment Minister Al
Shareef declined to answer questions about earlier
social media posts that had drawn public criticism after
his appointment, saying the questions fell outside the
briefing's thematic focus. [The Sun 13]

Notably, all these developments coincide with a further
decline in the Maldives’ ranking in the 2026 World
Press Freedom Index by Reporters Without Borders
(RSF). The Maldives fell four places to 108th, while its
overall score declined from 52.46 to 49.23, placing it
below the improved rankings recorded during the early
years of President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's
administration after 2018, but not as low as the
country's worst rankings during the later years of
President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom'’s
administration from 2013 to 2018. [Raajje]
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Maldives: Opposition party confirms
leadership candidates but election
timetable comes under challenge

(Im) Recent developments in the Maldivian Democratic
Party's (MDP) chairperson race show that the Maldives'
main opposition party is moving formally toward
leadership renewal while the process itself remains
deeply contested. The updates below clearly suggest
that the chairperson election is not only an
organizational vote, but rather another stage in the
MDP's long-running struggle dating back nearly two
decades over party unity and internal authority
between two competing camps.

The confirmed candidates for the June 12 vote are
former President and party co-founder Mohamed
Nasheed, Ibrahim Mohamed, a former local council
candidate, and South Galolhu Member of Parliament
Meekail Ahmed Naseem. Former lawmaker Alhan
Fahmy, who had earlier planned to contest, withdrew,
citing a lack of confidence in a free and fair election.
[Atoll Times]

The contest is expected to center on Nasheed, who
returned to the MDP in June 2025 after initially forming
a breakaway party two years earlier, and Meekail. In
recent weeks, Nasheed has formally allied with former
economic minister and former party chairperson
Fayyaz Ismail on a platform of systemic change. Under
that arrangement, Nasheed has said that, if the system
of government is reformed, he would endorse Fayyaz
for the post of Head of Government, while expressing
interest in serving as Head of State himself [see AiR No.
17, April/2026, 4]. Meekail, reported as backed by Solih
and figures associated with his camp as well as much
of the MDP parliamentary group, has framed his
campaign around the need for a neutral chairperson
who will not use the post to advance any particular
future leadership contender.

Against this backdrop, the election timetable has
become a central point of contention. Interim
Chairperson Abdul Ghafoor Moosa, who has managed
the party since Fayyaz resigned from the chairperson
post in November 2025, reportedly received an
Appeals Committee instruction on April 23 to annul the
chairperson election announcement and timeline, one
day after applications opened. The Committee’s
chairman later said it had prepared a revised
timetable, including publication of the voters' list, but
that it had not been made public after being submitted
to the party secretariat. [The Sun 1]

Ghafoor did not publicly implement that revised
timetable. Instead, on May 1, he proposed postponing
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the chairperson election and constituency elections
until after the MDP's presidential primary for the 2028
election, arguing that internal votes now could damage
unity and weaken the party's ability to hold the
government accountable. He also cited the non-receipt
of state funding and insufficient funds for party
operations and the internal vote. The claim prompted
some MDP members to donate to the party, while a
founding party figure criticized the suggestion that the
MDP could not conduct an internal election without
state funding. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3]

More recently, the dispute has also moved to court. A
lawyer filed a Civil Court case seeking to cancel the
current election timeline, arguing that the party
secretariat had failed to respond to his complaint
within the required deadline and that the timetable
was not set in accordance with the party charter.
Meekail - who strongly opposed any postponement -
implied that Nasheed's camp was behind the case and
criticized taking internal party disputes to court, while
Nasheed's campaign denied involvement and said the
case was filed by the lawyer in his personal capacity.
[The Sun 4] [The Sun 5] [The Sun 6] [The Sun 7]

Nasheed has also argued against leaving the party
under an unresolved interim arrangement, saying
there are members dissatisfied with both him and
Solih and that a chairperson election is needed soon to
measure actual support within the party. Separately,
he said he was ready to assume the interim
chairpersonship if approved by the party’s National
Council, after a proposal was raised to appoint an
interim leader until the presidential primary. [the
edition] [The Sun 8]

Maldives: Top court upholds anti-
defection law

(Im) The Supreme Court has upheld a 2024
constitutional amendment introducing anti-defection
provisions that require members of Parliament to lose
their seats if they resign from, are expelled from, or
switch political parties, or if an independent lawmaker
joins a party. The case was brought by a former
lawmaker seeking to annul the amendment, with the
main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)
intervening. In a 6-1 ruling, the court found no legal
basis to overturn the provisions or to prevent their
application to the current parliamentary term, stating
that such measures are used in other democratic
systems to strengthen party stability and do not violate
constitutional rights. [The Sun 1]
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The proceedings were delayed after the Judicial Service
Commission (JSC), the body overseeing judicial
conduct, suspended three Supreme Court justices—
Husnu Ali Suood, Dr. Azmiralda Zahir, and Mahaz Al
Zahir—in February 2025, amid an investigation linked
to the Anti-Corruption Commission. Suood resigned in
March 2025, alleging government intimidation and
interference in the judiciary. The JSC later
recommended the dismissal of Azmiralda and Mahaz,
and Parliament removed both judges in May 2025,
after which the court's bench was reconstituted and
hearings resumed.

Following the ruling, the ruling People’s National
Congress (PNC) welcomed the decision, describing the
amendment as a necessary step to strengthen the
political system, enhance accountability, and address
longstanding issues in the country’s multiparty
framework. In contrast, the MDP criticized the
judgment, arguing that the majority failed to address
key legal arguments, including whether the
amendment violated the basic structure of the
Constitution, and highlighted what it described as
inconsistencies in the court’s reasoning. [The Sun 2]
[The Sun 3]

Maldives: Parliament approves new
cabinet as opposition party faces
backlash over key vote

(Im) Parliament has approved 14 ministerial
appointments following a cabinet reshuffle by
President Mohamed Muizzu in mid-April, which
reduced the number of ministries from 20 to 15
through mergers and restructuring, while the attorney
general retained his post. The approvals followed
endorsement by the Government Oversight
Committee two days earlier. The reshuffle came after
setbacks for the ruling People’s National Congress
(PNC) in the April 4 local council elections and a failed
referendum on synchronizing elections. [The Sun 1]

The vote triggered significant backlash against
lawmakers from the main opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), particularly over the approval
of Homeland Security Minister Ali lhusan. Despite the
party’s prior criticism and a previous no-confidence
motion against him over allegations including misuse
of state data, interference in police investigations, and
links to controversial cases, only two MDP lawmakers
voted against his reappointment, while most
supported it and others did not participate.
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The decision drew criticism from within the party and
the public, with former senior figures questioning the
consistency of the opposition’s stance. Two MDP
lawmakers later issued public apologies, describing
their support for lhusan and some other ministers as a
mistake. Former President Mohamed Nasheed, who is
seeking the position of MDP chairman in June, also
highlighted the contradiction between the party’s
earlier allegations and the parliamentary vote, raising
concerns about the opposition’s ability to hold the
government accountable. [The Sun 2] [The Sun 3] [The
Sun 4]

Maldives: Ruling party lawmaker
reappointed to parliamentary committee
leadership five months after removal

(Im) Member of Parliament Asma Rasheed from the
ruling People’s National Congress (PNC) has been
reappointed as chair of Parliament’s Social Affairs
Committee five months after her removal from the
position. The announcement was made by Speaker
Abdul Raheem Abdulla during a parliamentary sitting,
with Asma replacing Dhuvaafaru MP Mohamed Ali on
the committee. At a subsequent committee meeting,
she assumed the chairmanship, while South Maafannu
MP Mohamed Mustafa Ibrahim was appointed vice
chair.

Asma'’s earlier removal followed reports of
dissatisfaction from President Mohamed Muizzu after
an incident in which she asked constituents wishing to
speak at a planned meeting with the President to
notify in advance, a move that drew criticism. She later
issued a statement expressing regret and clarifying the
circumstances.

Internal tensions within the PNC resurfaced earlier in
April after an audio recording was leaked in which she
was heard criticizing the government. Following the
leak, her son, Mohamed Hussain Shareef, who had
been serving as ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates, and her sister, Dr. Salma Rasheed, who had
been serving as permanent representative to Geneva,
were removed from their posts. Salma has since been
reinstated, while Shareef has been appointed as a
government spokesperson with ministerial rank. [The
Sun]

These developments followed the government's
setback in the April 4 local council elections and a
national referendum on merging elections, after which
the President carried out a cabinet reshuffle reducing
the number of ministers from 20 to 15. Additional
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parliamentary changes included the removal of a
deputy speaker from key committees, including the
Public Accounts Committee and the Committee on
National Security Services, also known as the “241
Committee,” which oversees security-related matters.
The specific reasons for the latest committee changes
have not been formally stated.

Maldives: Election chief resigns amid
criticism over by-election deadline
extension

(Im) Elections Commission (EC) President Mohamed
Zahid resigned on May 1, with no public reason given
for his departure. Zahid had joined the EC in January
2025 and became its president a month later, leaving
more than three years before the end of his term. His
resignation came shortly after the commission faced
public criticism over its handling of the Hithadhoo
North parliamentary by-election, although no official
link between the resignation and the by-election
dispute has been confirmed. [The Sun 1]

The dispute concerns the June 6 by-election in
Hithadhoo North, a parliamentary constituency in
Addu City, the southernmost city of the Maldives. The
seat became vacant after the Supreme Court ruled on
April 12 that the ruling People’s National Congress
(PNC) lawmaker Mohamed Sinan had lost the seat over
failure to comply with a court-ordered debt
repayment. The ruling vacated the seat, but reporting
has not indicated that it separately barred him from
seeking the seat again if he met candidacy
requirements.

This made the candidate-selection sequence politically
sensitive. Sinan entered and won the PNC primary for
the by-election, defeating Ahmed Saeed by 226 votes
to 187, but later withdrew, saying he had consulted
constituents and believed a new candidate would
improve the party’s chances. The PNC then awarded
the ticket to Saeed, the Addu City councilor for the
Hithadhoo Moolakedi district, citing time constraints
that prevented holding a new primary. [The Sun 2] [The
Sun 3]

The EC's decision to extend the candidacy deadline
then drew criticism because it came amid the ruling
party’'s candidate replacement. Critics, including an
opposition lawmaker, questioned whether the
extension had benefited the PNC by giving it time to
finalize Saeed'’s candidacy. After the extended deadline
expired on May 2, the EC confirmed that Saeed and
Abdulla Sodiq from the opposition Maldivian
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Democratic Party (MDP), a former Addu City mayor
who ran uncontested in the MDP primary, were the
only candidates for the by-election. [The Sun 4]

Separately, the EC has opened applications for delayed
Women's Development Committee elections in
Raiymandhoo and Rakeedhoo, two sparsely populated
islands where too few candidates registered during the
original nomination period. The polls are scheduled for
next month, after nationwide local council and
Women's Development Committee elections were held
on April 4. [The Sun 5]

Maldives: Court allows candidate to
intervene in disputed local election case

(Im) The High Court has accepted a motion by Maldives
Development Alliance (MDA) candidate Mohamed
Shahid to intervene in a case challenging the outcome
of the Dh. Meedhoo constituency, a local electoral
district in Dhaalu Atoll, in the April 4 local council
elections. According to provisional results issued by
the Election Commission (EC), the ruling People’s
National Congress (PNC) candidate Suha Ibrahim
received 393 votes, while Shahid received 392. The
MDA subsequently filed a complaint after identifying
that an ineligible individual had voted at a polling
station in L. Fonadhoo, an island in Laamu Atoll.

The EC Complaints Bureau reviewed the case and
invalidated the disputed vote, leading to a revised
count in which Suha received 391 votes and Shahid
392, giving Shahid a one-vote victory. Suha then filed a
case at the High Court contesting the result. The court
has now allowed Shahid to join the proceedings,
stating that he has a direct legal interest and could be
affected by the outcome if excluded. [The Sun]

Maldives: Finance minister says political
salaries cut by 10 percent amid review of
state staffing

(Im) Finance Minister Moosa Zameer said last week
political appointees’ salaries have been reduced by 10
percent since January 2025 and that the government
has no plans to increase them. The statement comes
amid continued scrutiny of the number and cost of
political appointments, after President Mohamed
Muizzu had previously pledged to cap political staff at
700, while reported figures have since reached into the
thousands. Zameer said political appointees account
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for 0.9 percent of total government expenditure and
that their salaries were excluded from recent pay
harmonization measures that increased salaries in
other sectors.

The government has also announced broader staffing
reviews following recent political and fiscal pressure,
including cabinet downsizing, a review of political roles
based on performance, and a Finance Ministry
directive to the Privatization and Corporatization Board
(PCB), the body overseeing state-owned enterprises, to
reduce staff at state companies by 33 percent.

The government has not yet disclosed the current total
number of political appointees, a point that remains
disputed because staffing and expenditure data are
held by individual ministries and agencies rather than
in a centralized record. [The Sun]

Maldives: Finance minister says no policy
yet for further electricity bill discounts

(Im) Finance Minister Moosa Zameer said last week the
government has not adopted any policy to provide
additional electricity bill discounts following the end of
Ramadan, despite public complaints about rising costs.
During the holy month, the government capped
household electricity bills at MVR 400 (USD 26) and
covered a state charge for waste collection and
disposal. Since the end of Ramadan, households have
reported significantly higher bills, in some cases
doubling compared to the subsidized period.

Speaking against this backdrop at a press conference
held by the government’'s Middle East War Committee,
which he chairs, Zameer said electricity demand had
risen to 130 megawatts in March, reflecting a 15
percent increase. He attributed the surge in billing
primarily to higher consumption during the hot
season, when increased use of air conditioning and
cooling systems drives up electricity use. The Maldives
Meteorological Service has identified April as one of
the hottest months of the year.

Zameer added that technical discrepancies in
individual bills would be investigated but reiterated
that no decision has been made to extend or introduce
further subsidies. Similar price increases have been
reported in previous years following Ramadan
discount measures. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Government considers fuel
reserve leasing as supply diversification
efforts continue

(Im) The Maldives is advancing efforts to strengthen
fuel security amid energy-price pressure and supply
concerns linked to the ongoing Middle East war.
Finance Minister Moosa Zameer said the government
is considering leasing part of a planned national oil
reserve to international and national oil companies,
while China is expected to increase fuel exports in May,
with the Maldives listed among the destinations.

The planned national oil reserve was announced by
President Mohamed Muizzu last month and is
intended to be developed within five years in three
phases. Zameer said the State Trading Organization
(STO), the state-owned fuel importer, is identifying a
suitable location, with surveys underway on two
islands near Male’, the capital, focusing on sites
accessible to large vessels in varying weather
conditions. The government aims to submit a detailed
plan, including financing options, to the President
within two weeks.

Zameer said the Maldives could maintain a core fuel
reserve of around six months, while leasing additional
storage capacity to oil companies, including firms from
the Middle East that have shown interest in storing fuel
in the Indian Ocean. The proposal comes as the
government seeks to reduce vulnerability to external
shocks after recent supply disruptions and price
increases. According to the national statistics authority,
gas and oil prices rose by 12.48 percent in March
compared to February. [The Sun 1]

Separately, China is expected to increase fuel exports
in May, with the Maldives among listed destinations,
according to a Reuters report cited by local media.
China reportedly approved 500,000 tons of fuel
exports to destinations outside Hong Kong, around
twice the current month'’s allocation, after earlier
limiting most oil exports amid instability linked to the
Middle East conflict. About 40 percent of the allocation
is expected to consist of diesel and jet fuel. [The Sun]

The Maldives currently relies on Oman for around 98
percent of its fuel imports, while China supplies only a
small share. Since the Middle East war began on
February 28, the Maldivian government has
announced efforts to diversify fuel sources to protect
energy security. Local fuel prices have risen sharply,
with petrol and diesel in some atolls reportedly
increasing from around MVR 15-MVR 16 (USD 0.98-
USD 1.04) per liter to as much as MVR 30 (USD 1.95)
per liter last month. The STO and Maldives Airports
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Company Limited, the state-owned airport operator,
also raised fuel prices, although the government later
said coordinated efforts helped reduce jet fuel prices
again. [The Sun 2]

Nepal: Government’s ordinance drive
reshapes state apparatus and tests
parliamentary norms

(Im) Nepal's new Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP)-led
government is using ordinances as an early governing
instrument to reshape public institutions and
appointment rules, despite holding a near two-thirds
majority in the House of Representatives. The package
has triggered controversy because it does two things at
once: it removes large numbers of existing public office
holders and changes the procedures through which
new appointments to public and constitutional bodies
can be made. This has raised wider concerns that the
government is using ordinances not only for urgent
administration, but to alter the state apparatus before
Parliament reconvenes.

The dispute began after the government
recommended convening Parliament on April 30, then
reversed course and postponed the session
indefinitely while sending several ordinances to
President Ramchandra Paudel. Opposition parties and
constitutional experts criticized the move, arguing that
ordinances are constitutionally intended for urgent
situations when Parliament is not in session, not as a
substitute for legislation by a government with a large
parliamentary majority. The timing is especially
sensitive because the budget session is due, with the
Constitution requiring the budget to be presented by
May 29 and leaving limited time for the President’s
policy address and pre-budget discussions. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The most disruptive ordinance was issued by Paudel
on May 2 and automatically removed more than 1,200
public officials appointed before March 26 across
institutions governed by 110 laws, regardless of
tenure, benefits, or appointment terms. The measure
has created leadership vacancies across universities,
health institutions, regulatory bodies, state agencies,
public enterprises, and media organizations. It also
removed officials from the Commission of
Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons and
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Nepal's two
main transitional justice bodies dealing with conflict-
era abuses from the 1996-2006 civil war. Nepal Rastra
Bank, Nepal's central bank, was not affected, with
Governor Biswo Nath Poudel remaining in office. The
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government has not yet clarified a full mechanism or
timeline for new appointments. [The Kathmandu Post
3]

Another important ordinance concerns the
Constitutional Council, the body chaired by the prime
minister that recommends appointments to key
constitutional posts and includes the Speaker, chief
justice, National Assembly chairperson, deputy
Speaker, and leader of the opposition. President
Paudel initially returned this ordinance for
reconsideration on May 3, maintaining his earlier
position that decisions in the six-member Council
should require at least four members, meaning a
majority of the total membership. The government
resent the ordinance unchanged on May 4. President's
Office sources then indicated that Paudel was
expected to authenticate it, with legal experts arguing
that while the President may return an ordinance once
for reconsideration, he cannot keep blocking it once
the government resubmits it. [The Kathmandu Post 4]
[The Kathmandu Post 5] [The Kathmandu Post 6]

The substance of the ordinance concerns how the
Council can take decisions. Under the existing law, a
meeting requires the chairperson and at least four
other members, and the first meeting must decide
unanimously; if consensus fails, a second meeting can
decide only by a majority of the total six members.
Under the proposed ordinance, a meeting could be
held with four members present, and decisions could
be made by a majority of those present. This means
that three members could recommend constitutional
appointments if only four attend.

The timing makes the ordinance especially
consequential. In parallel with the ordinance dispute,
the Council recently regained full strength after the
main opposition Nepali Congress elected Bishma Raj
Angdembe as parliamentary party leader, filling the
opposition leader’s seat that had remained vacant for
eight months. With the vacancy filled, the Council can
now move on pending appointments, including Chief
Justice, Chief Election Commissioner, one member of
the Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of
Authority (CIAA), and posts in the National Human
Rights Commission, National Women Commission, and
National Natural Resources and Fiscal Commission.
[The Kathmandu Post 7]

Other ordinances in the package concern the
Cooperatives Act, 16 universities, seven health science
academies, and an omnibus package reportedly
amending around 20 laws. These include provisions
related to depositor repayment in troubled
cooperatives, removal of public office holders
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appointed on political grounds, changes to university
and health academy governance, shifts in land
registration powers to local governments, forest and
land-use rules, civil-service trade unions, and politically
affiliated student organizations. The President’s Office
returned the cooperatives ordinance for language
revisions in earlier reporting, while other measures
remained under review or proceeded separately.

Nepal: Government moves to centralize
diplomatic management and
professionalize appointments

(Im) Nepal's government is moving to tighten control
over diplomatic engagement and reform
ambassadorial appointments, with Prime Minister
Balendra Shah signaling a more restrained approach to
foreign relations. According to the ruling Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP), Shah will not undertake any
foreign visits for at least one year and will instead
focus on domestic governance and development. The
announcement marks a departure from the common
practice of newly appointed Nepali prime ministers
making early foreign visits, often to India, although
foreign policy analysts described the move more as a
cautious diplomatic posture than a substantive foreign
policy shift.

In parallel, the government has tightened enforcement
of Nepal's diplomatic code of conduct, first introduced
in 2011 but rarely applied consistently. Shah met 17
ambassadors and diplomats jointly on April 8 rather
than holding separate introductory meetings, and has
since avoided individual meetings with foreign
diplomats. The Foreign Ministry has begun training
ministers, ministerial staff, secretaries, joint
secretaries, and provincial officials on protocol rules
requiring meetings, correspondence, and contacts with
foreign diplomats to pass through or be reported to
the ministry.

The Foreign Ministry is also preparing to announce
ambassadorial vacancies through open competition for
the first time in Nepal. Ambassadorial posts have
traditionally been filled either by career diplomats
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or through political
appointments by ruling parties. Foreign Minister Shisir
Khanal has indicated that some posts will be opened to
applicants based on criteria such as age, experience,
education, and additional qualifications, including
publications and research. The move follows the
government's recall of six ambassadors appointed by
the previous KP Sharma Oli government, leaving 17
missions vacant, including key posts in India, China, the



United States, and the United Kingdom, with more
vacancies expected by the end of July.

The appointment reform is part of wider discussions
on restructuring Nepal's diplomatic service, including
possible reductions in the number of missions as part
of austerity measures. Nepal currently has 44
missions, including 34 embassies and 10 consulates
general. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post
2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Government clarifies mandate of
asset probe into public officials

(Im) Nepal's government has published in the Nepal
Gazette the mandate of the asset investigation
commission it formed in mid-April, turning earlier
broad anti-corruption pledges into a more detailed
framework for examining wealth accumulated by
public officials and political office holders. [AIR No. 16,
April/2026, 3]

The commission, chaired by former Supreme Court
justice Rajendra Kumar Bhandari, has been given a
one-year term and is authorized to examine assets
held by current or former office holders and their
family members, including prime ministers, ministers,
lawmakers, senior civil servants, security officials,
judges, constitutional office holders, local government
leaders, ambassadors, public enterprise executives,
and advisers or aides to senior officials.

The Gazette notice sets a two-phase scope: first
covering assets accumulated from 2006 to the present,
reflecting the period after the end of direct royal rule
and the restoration of parliamentary politics, and later
extending back to 1991-2005, covering the earlier
elected multiparty period that began after the 1990
People’'s Movement and the 1990 Constitution. It
directs the commission to prioritize individuals facing
complaints, disciplinary action, or signs of wealth
disproportionate to legal income, as well as officials
who served in sectors considered prone to corruption,
including revenue, land administration, and transport.
The commission may seek assistance from Nepali
diplomatic missions, Interpol, and foreign investigative
agencies to examine assets held outside Nepal, and
may collect written, oral, electronic, and social media
evidence. For serving officials of constitutional bodies
and incumbent military personnel, investigations will
proceed only upon complaints and will be referred to
the relevant institutions for further action.
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If evidence of illicit enrichment is found, the
commission will recommend further investigation and
legal action through relevant authorities via the Prime
Minister’'s Office, with the government required to act
within 45 days. Legal experts welcomed the initiative
but warned that it should not interfere with the
jurisdiction of constitutional bodies such as the
Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority
(CIAA) to which records will be transferred
confidentially after the commission’s dissolution or
completion of its term. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Ongoing eviction drive exposes
unresolved landlessness crisis and weak
resettlement process

(Im) Nepal's ongoing eviction drive against informal
settlements has become an early test of Prime Minister
Balendra Shah's enforcement-oriented reform agenda.
The government argues that the campaign, which
started late last month and is linked to its 100-point
action plan, is necessary to clear encroached public
land, reduce monsoon-related disaster risks in high-
risk riverbank settlements, and identify genuine
landless squatters for phased support. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

However, the drive has also exposed two deeper
problems: Nepal's long unresolved landlessness and
housing-rights crisis, and a process that critics say is
moving faster than verification, relocation, and
resettlement planning. The immediate impact has
been most visible in the Kathmandu Valley, the urban
region around the capital Kathmandu and neighboring
municipalities, where recent demolitions along
riverbanks and public land displaced hundreds of
people. Authorities placed 635 registered displaced
individuals in temporary shelters, while around 1,700
families claiming displacement registered with officials.
Food, health services, and psychological counseling are
reportedly being provided, but displaced families and
service providers said they had not been told how long
the arrangements would last or who would cover the
costs. [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

The first structural problem is the scale of unresolved
landlessness. The National Land Commission has
received more than 1.2 million applications, including
98,851 from landless Dalits, members of historically
marginalized caste communities without land, 181,378
from landless squatters, and 933,583 from informal
settlers. Officials estimate that around 280,000 families
may qualify as genuinely landless, while activists say
the wider housing insecurity crisis could affect
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between 5 million and 6 million people. Since 1990, at
least 19 commissions have been formed to address
landlessness, but frequent government changes, weak
implementation, legal disputes, and politicized
appointments have prevented a durable solution. [The
Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post 5]

The second problem is implementation. The federal
government has instructed all 753 local governments
to identify genuine landless squatters, prepare
relocation plans, coordinate with district
administration offices, and only then clear encroached
land. However, municipal representatives argue that
local units lack the legal authority to distribute land,
face budget constraints, and cannot independently
finance large-scale resettlement, immediate housing,
food, and services for displaced families. The authority
to distribute land rests mainly with the federal level
through mechanisms such as the National Land
Commission.

The eviction drive has also raised concerns over the
role of the Nepali Army. Military units in several
districts have requested data on squatters and
informal settlements from local governments and land
commission offices, while the army was also seen near
eviction operations in the Kathmandu Valley. The army
said the data collection related to disaster-risk
reduction and decisions by district security
committees, but some chief district officers disputed
that such decisions had been made. [The Kathmandu
Post 6]

Against this backdrop, protests by landless and
informal settler groups have spread beyond the
Kathmandu Valley. Demonstrators have demanded
that eviction notices be withdrawn or suspended until
proper classification, relocation, and long-term
settlement plans are in place. Protesters cite
constitutional protections, including the right to
housing and provisions requiring land or employment
support for landless Dalits and freed bonded-labor
communities, and argue that eviction without
alternatives violates constitutional and basic human
rights. [The Kathmandu Post 7]

International rights organizations have urged the Shah-
led government to strengthen human rights
safeguards and the rule of law. In a joint letter, they
cited the forced eviction of landless people, concerns
over transitional justice, freedom of expression, and
protections for women, Dalits, migrants, children, and
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Intersex
(LGBTI) people. They argued that early government
actions, including evictions and proposed changes
affecting constitutional appointments, raise concerns
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over due process and institutional independence. [The
Kathmandu Post 8]

The government says it plans to complete a nationwide
digital census and verification of landless squatters
and informal settlers within 60 days and resolve the
issue within 1,000 days, including phased land
distribution and integrated housing in dense urban
areas. For now, however, no clear long-term
resettlement mechanism has been announced, leaving
displaced families in temporary arrangements and
local governments responsible for implementation
without clear authority, funding, or capacity.

Nepal: Conflict victims urge UN expert not
to endorse transitional justice process

(Im) Victims of Nepal's 1996-2006 Maoist insurgency
have urged Bernard Duhaime, the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Truth, Justice, Reparations and
Guarantees of Non-Recurrence, not to endorse the
country's current transitional justice process during his
planned visit from June 9. The visit is intended to
assess Nepal's measures on truth, justice, reparations,
memorialization, and guarantees of non-recurrence
nearly two decades after the Comprehensive Peace
Accord ended the conflict.

In a letter, the victims said they do not trust the
current Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the
Commission for the Investigation of Enforced
Disappearances of Persons, arguing that their
chairpersons and members were appointed in May
2025 through a politicized and insufficiently
consultative process. They warned that UN
engagement or financial support could legitimize
commissions they consider non-credible unless
appointments are revisited and legal provisions are
aligned with international standards.

The letter also points to the wider failure of the
transitional justice process, which formally began in
2015 but has not resolved a single case despite three
sets of commissions. More than 330 victims filed a
Supreme Court petition in August 2025 challenging the
latest appointments and parts of the amended law, but
the case remains pending. Victims of conflict-related
sexual violence also raised specific concerns, saying
the amended law gave survivors only a three-month
window to file complaints, while demands for
confidentiality, safety, and sensitivity guarantees were
rejected. No survivors of conflict-related sexual
violence have received reparations, interim relief, or
other redress to date. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Electronic transactions law faces
renewed criticism over free speech
concerns

(Im) Nepal's Electronic Transactions Act, 2006,
continues to draw criticism for being used against
journalists, political critics, and ordinary citizens in
cases involving online expression rather than distinct
cybercrime. The concern resurfaced after the Ministry
of Information and Communication warned media
outlets that publishing “unverified content” could invite
action under cybercrime laws, while the Nepali Army
said it was monitoring online content targeting military
leadership [see AR No. 17, April/2026, 4]. Rights
advocates, media representatives, and information
technology experts have criticized such warnings as a
threat to freedom of expression.

An analysis of Kathmandu District Court records by
Kantipur found that, in the decade after 2013, the court
handled more than 700 cybercrime cases, including 70
directly related to journalism or freedom of
expression. In many cases, the disputed content
involved political criticism, satire, or commentary
targeting public figures or state institutions. The report
found that defendants were frequently arrested at the
outset, often spent time in custody before verdicts,
and in some cases remained detained longer than the
final sentence imposed. Courts have issued
inconsistent rulings in similar cases, reflecting the
broad and ambiguous wording of Section 47 of the Act,
which criminalizes certain online content but does not
clearly define key terms such as public decency,
hatred, or social harmony.

Section 47 originated in a 2005 ordinance issued
during former King Gyanendra Shah'’s direct rule and
was later incorporated into law without substantive
revision. Legal experts, the Office of the Attorney
General, the National Judicial Academy, and media-
rights advocates have called the provision vague and
unsuitable for regulating speech, noting that the law
was originally intended to secure electronic
transactions rather than police political expression or
media content. The Federation of Nepali Journalists
has also objected to recent cybercrime proceedings
against journalists, arguing that content-related
disputes should be handled by the Press Council,
Nepal's media self-regulatory body, rather than
through criminal law.

Recent cases under the new government led by Prime
Minister Balendra Shah, which took office in March,
have reinforced these concerns. A citizen was arrested
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after criticizing Shah's working style on YouTube, while
a journalist in Kanchanpur faced a cybercrime
investigation over a published news report following a
complaint by a local official. The developments come
after last year's Gen Z movement, which opposed
social media restrictions and contributed to the fall of
the KP Sharma Oli-led government, raising concerns
that successive governments continue to rely on the
same legal provision to restrict online criticism. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Middle East war drives fuel-price
increases, power disruptions and wider
economic pressure

(Im) The impact of the Middle East war on Pakistan is
becoming more visible across the country’'s energy and
economic system, giving recent developments a
common thread. For Islamabad, which remains heavily
dependent on imported fuel and LNG, the ongoing
disruption around the Strait of Hormuz is increasingly
translating into a combined price, supply, power-
generation, and balance-of-payments challenge.

The most immediate impact has been on domestic fuel
prices. On April 30, the government raised petrol and
high-speed diesel prices by PKR 6.51 (USD 0.023) and
PKR 19.39 (USD 0.068) per liter respectively, equivalent
to increases of about 1.66 percent and 5.10 percent. To
cushion the impact on transport and low-income
users, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif extended
targeted fuel subsidies for one month for motorcyclists
and transport operators and directed authorities to
prevent increases in passenger and freight fares. [Arab
News 1] [Arab News 2]

The government has also sought to reassure
consumers and markets that higher prices have not yet
turned into an immediate fuel-availability crisis. Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar chaired a review meeting on
May 4 on petroleum, oil, and lubricants stocks, after
which officials said Pakistan had sufficient supplies,
including incoming shipments, to meet national
demand until the third week of June. [Arab News 3]

The energy shock has also affected electricity
generation. The Power Division said around 4,700
megawatts of generation capacity had been
unavailable because of LNG shortages, although
hydropower and domestic gas helped avoid peak-time
load-shedding on April 29. Energy Minister Awais
Leghari later said planned outages had ended after
new LNG supplies arrived, explaining that shortages
had caused up to five hours of load-shedding on April


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-qh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-qh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-qk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-qk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-qu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-al/

13 and 14 before being reduced to around two to two-
and-a-half hours between April 19 and 29. He said
hydropower generation had risen to around 6,000
megawatts, helping stabilize supply without relying
more heavily on costlier diesel or furnace oil. [Arab
News 4] [Arab News 5]

The wider macroeconomic impact remains significant.
Sharif said Pakistan’s oil import bill had risen from
around USD 300 million before the conflict to around
USD 800 million, while the Finance Division projected
April inflation at 8 to 9 percent, up from 7.3 percent
year-on-year in March, citing supply constraints and
fuel-price pressures. The State Bank of Pakistan raised
its key policy rate by one percentage point to 11.5
percent, citing intensified risks to the macroeconomic
outlook from the prolonged Middle East conflict,
including higher energy prices, freight charges,
insurance premiums, and supply-chain disruption.
[Arab News 6] [Arab News 7]

The government has limited policy space. Passing
higher fuel prices on to consumers risks public anger,
while subsidizing fuel would increase fiscal pressure at
a time when Pakistan remains under International
Monetary Fund (IMF) supervision. An economic
research firm warned that commodity-price shocks
from the war could threaten Pakistan's USD 7 billion
IMF loan program, estimating that foreign reserves
could fall sharply if higher import costs persist or
remittance inflows from Gulf economies weaken.
Sharif has also pointed to Saudi support as helping
stabilize foreign exchange conditions, including USD 3
billion in additional financial support and the extension
of an existing USD 5 billion deposit. [Arab News 8]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-prime minister
undergoes further eye treatment

(Im) Former Prime Minister Imran Khan underwent a
fourth eye procedure at the Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences, a state-run hospital in Islamabad,
after being transferred from Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi
for follow-up treatment. Hospital officials said an eye
scan showed clinical improvement before the
procedure and that Khan remained stable before,
during, and after the treatment. [Arab News]

Khan has been jailed since 2023 in multiple cases,
including corruption and state secrets cases, which he
says are politically motivated. His Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party has repeatedly raised concerns about
his medical care and prison conditions, while the
government and prison authorities deny mistreatment.
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Pakistan: Punjab province raises
minimum marriage age to 18

(Im) Punjab, Pakistan’s most populous province, has
passed the Punjab Child Marriage Restraint Bill 2026,
banning marriage under the age of 18 for both boys
and girls and replacing legislation dating back to 1929.

The law bars Nikah registrars, who formally record
Muslim marriages, from registering child marriages
and makes related offenses cognizable, non-bailable,
and non-compoundable. Adults who marry a child may
face two to three years of rigorous imprisonment and
a fine of up to PKR 500,000 (USD 1,750), while child
abuse or trafficking linked to underage marriage,
including moving children outside Punjab to evade the
law, can carry five to seven years in prison and fines of
at least PKR 1 million (USD 3,500). Courts may also
issue injunctions to stop child marriages, and trials
must conclude within 90 days. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Media watchdog reports 125
press-freedom violations in one year

(Im) Pakistani journalists faced at least 125 reported
press-freedom violations between April 2025 and
March of this year, according to Freedom Network, a
Pakistani media rights and civil liberties organization.
The watchdog's annual report, released ahead of
World Press Freedom Day on May 3, cited violations
including two murders, five death threats, 58 legal
cases, 16 assaults, 11 threats of harm, and two
kidnappings or enforced disappearances. Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were identified as the most
dangerous provinces for journalists during the review
period, while killings in Sindh and Balochistan reflected
continuing risks across the country.

The report said state authorities were suspected in
more than 60 percent of violations, mainly through
legal and custodial actions, while non-state actors,
including militant groups and criminal networks, were
also linked to threats, assaults, and killings. It also
criticized the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA), Pakistan’s cybercrime law, arguing that
amendments adopted in 2025 have been used to
criminalize lawful expression, target dissent, and
encourage self-censorship among journalists, lawyers,
and political commentators. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Chinese firm reverses Gwadar
closure after high-level government
intervention

(Im) A Chinese company operating in the special
economic zone linked to Gwadar Port in Pakistan’s
southwestern Balochistan province reversed its
decision to shut down after intervention by senior
Pakistani officials. Hangeng Trade Company had
announced on May 1 that it would close its donkey
meat and hides processing facility and lay off workers
in Pakistan and China, saying Pakistani authorities had
not issued the required export approvals despite the
facility meeting Chinese customs, quarantine, and food
safety standards.

The episode is significant because it exposed investor-
confidence problems inside Gwadar, the flagship port
project of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEQ), China's major infrastructure and connectivity
program in Pakistan. Before the issue was resolved,
Hangeng said “execution-level uncertainties” had made
its business impossible and warned other Chinese
companies to assess “policy execution gaps and
institutional uncertainties” before investing in Pakistan.

The dispute was resolved only after intervention by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's government and the
planning ministry. Pakistan's animal quarantine
department then informed the company that it could
export from the Gwadar Free Zone in line with the
destination country’s import rules. Hangeng later said
it remained committed to Gwadar's development and
praised the Pakistani leadership for cutting red tape,
but the episode underlined that even Chinese
investors in CPEC's most symbolic location may still
face serious implementation and regulatory obstacles.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Consortium moves toward full
ownership of national airline

(Im) Pakistan has taken another legal step toward
completing the privatization of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), the country’s former national flag carrier,
after President Asif Ali Zardari approved the PIA
Corporation Conversion Repeal Ordinance 2026 to
enable the transfer of PIA-linked assets.

The ordinance follows the December 2025
privatization of PIA, when a consortium led by Arif
Habib Corporation, a Pakistani investment and
financial services group, and including Fauiji Fertilizer
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Company, a military-linked company associated with
the armed forces’ Fauji Foundation welfare and
business network, secured a 75 percent stake in the
airline. The consortium has since notified Pakistan's
Privatization Commission that it intends to acquire the
remaining 25 percent stake, paving the way for full
private-sector ownership. Management control is
expected to be transferred by May 25. [Arab News 1]
[Arab News 2]

PIA had accumulated more than USD 2.8 billion in
losses before privatization and had long faced chronic
mismanagement, political interference, overstaffing,
debt, and operational problems. The airline’s 2020
flight bans to the European Union, United Kingdom,
and United States followed a pilot licensing scandal;
the European Union and United Kingdom bans have
since been lifted, while the United States ban remains
in place.

Pakistan: Water storage remains far
below regional benchmarks

(Im) Pakistan's government said the country has
around 90 days of water storage capacity, well below
more than 120 days in comparable regional economies
and a global benchmark of around 300 days, and
announced plans to convene a task force on water
security. The Planning Ministry said the task force will
focus on expanding storage capacity, improving water
management, and promoting urban water solutions
such as groundwater recharge, floodwater retention,
and rainwater harvesting. Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal called for consensus on new reservoirs, amid
long-running disputes between provinces over dams
and water distribution, especially concerns in
downstream Sindh that upstream projects could
reduce its share of water flows.

The warning comes amid wider water-security
pressures, including population growth, erratic
monsoon patterns, shrinking glacier reserves, and
renewed tensions with India over the Indus Waters
Treaty, the 1960 World Bank-brokered agreement
governing the Indus river system. India suspended the
treaty last year after blaming Pakistan for a militant
attack in Indian-administered Kashmir, an allegation
Pakistan denied, before the two countries fought a
brief conflict in May 2025. Pakistan depends heavily on
the Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab rivers, which the treaty
allocates primarily to Pakistan, for agriculture and
water security. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Navy commissions first Chinese-
built submarine under modernization
program

(Im) Pakistan has commissioned its first Chinese-built
Hangor-class submarine, PNS/M Hangor, in Sanya,
China, marking a major step in the Pakistan Navy's
submarine modernization program and in expanding
defense cooperation with Beijing. Islamabad has
agreed to acquire eight Hangor-class submarines, with
four to be built in China and delivered to Pakistan and
four to be constructed in Pakistan by Karachi Shipyard
and Engineering Works under a transfer-of-technology
arrangement. [Arab News] [Reuters]

The Hangor class is a Chinese-designed diesel-electric
attack submarine based on China’s Type 039A/Yuan-
class platform and equipped with air-independent
propulsion, which allows longer submerged operations
than conventional diesel-electric submarines that must
surface or snorkel more frequently. The acquisition
forms part of a wider pattern of Pakistan-China military
cooperation, alongside Pakistan's use of Chinese-made
J-10C fighter jets.

Pakistan: Army test-fires indigenous
missile system

(Im) Pakistan’s army conducted a successful training
launch of the indigenously developed Fateh-II missile
system, which the military said is equipped with
advanced avionics and modern navigational systems.
The launch was carried out by the Army Rocket Force
Command, a unit formed in August 2025 to
consolidate Pakistan’s conventional missile and rocket
capabilities. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Rare killing of woman police
officer in Balochistan

(Im) A woman police constable was killed during a
police operation in Khuzdar district in Balochistan,
marking a rare case of a female officer dyingin a
militant encounter in Pakistan’s southwestern
province. No group has claimed responsibility, but
Balochistan has faced a long-running separatist
insurgency in which security forces are frequent
targets. The case has drawn attention because women
remain a small minority in Pakistan’s police forces and
are less commonly deployed in frontline operations.
[Arab News]
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Seychelles: Government approves energy,
fiscal and tourism reforms

(Im) Seychelles’ Cabinet has approved a new set of
reforms aimed at strengthening economic stability,
improving public-sector accountability, and supporting
longer-term growth. The measures, approved at the
April 29 Cabinet meeting include a Multi-Year Electricity
Tariff framework, a strengthened Public Financial
Management Action Plan, and the Tourism Action Plan
2026-2030.

The electricity tariff framework will set electricity prices
over a three- to five-year period, subject to periodic
review, with the government saying this should
improve predictability for households and businesses
while supporting renewable-energy investment and
reducing reliance on imported fuel. The public financial
management reforms focus on budget transparency,
financial reporting, procurement, project planning, and
oversight, including climate-responsive and gender-
responsive budgeting.

The Tourism Action Plan 2026-2030 aims to shift the
sector toward higher value rather than higher visitor
numbers. It focuses on revenue management,
protection of natural and cultural assets, stronger links
between tourism operators and local producers, and
retaining more tourism earnings within the domestic
economy. [State House, Seychelles]

Sri Lanka: Treasury cyber breach
investigation widens while second missing
payment emerge

(Im) Sri Lanka's investigation into the alleged diversion
of USD 2.5 million from Treasury funds has widened on
two fronts: internationally, with police seeking
assistance from the United States Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), and domestically, with opposition
lawmakers pressing for parliamentary scrutiny of the
Treasury's handling of the case.

The developments have kept attention on a breach in
Sri Lanka'’s foreign debt repayment process, previously
reported as involving funds intended for a repayment
to Australia [see AIR No. 17, April/2026, 4]. The breach
targeted the Department of External Resources, the
Finance Ministry department involved in foreign
financing and debt-related coordination. Investigators
say official email communications were compromised
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through a hacking and phishing operation, enabling
funds intended as part of a USD 22.9 million bilateral
debt repayment to Australia to be diverted. The stolen
USD 2.5 million and the perpetrators have not yet been
located.

Notably, opposition lawmakers recently claimed the
breach had reportedly been detected only after
Australian authorities questioned a delay in payment,
and argued that the Central Bank should also bear
responsibility because several disputed transactions
occurred before the Public Debt Department was
transferred from the Central Bank to the new Public
Debt Management Office (PDMO), the Finance Ministry
body now responsible for public debt management.
[Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, the Criminal Investigation Department
(CID), Sri Lanka's main police investigative body for
serious cases, began investigating after a complaint on
March 24 and has now sought FBI assistance to trace
the origin of the cyber operation. The Financial
Intelligence Unit of Sri Lanka’s Central Bank is working
with the CID to follow the money trail, while Australian
authorities are also assisting. The Colombo Fort
Magistrate has imposed travel bans on five officials,
ordered access to their bank account details, and
investigators have said a technical committee will be
formed. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

The case has also become a parliamentary
accountability dispute. The Committee on Public
Finance (COPF) summoned Treasury Secretary
Harshana Suriyapperuma and senior Finance Ministry
officials to explain the incident, but Suriyapperuma
informed the committee that he would not appear.
COPF Chairman Harsha de Silva criticized the refusal,
arguing that Parliament has constitutional authority
over public finance and a duty to examine debt-
repayment oversight. Opposition lawmaker Dayasiri
Jayasekara said he would raise the issue in Parliament
and propose summoning Suriyapperuma before the
Committee on Parliamentary Privileges, arguing that
the release of USD 2.5 million outside normal
procedure and the alleged failure to provide
information to COPF may amount to a violation of
parliamentary privilege. [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5]
[Daily Mirror 6]

The investigation has been complicated by the death of
a suspended Assistant Director attached to the
Department of External Resources, who was found
dead on April 30 while under investigation. He was
among four senior Finance Ministry officials suspended
pending a disciplinary inquiry and had reportedly
appeared before the CID several times to give
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statements. Earlier reports said investigators were
examining suspicious email communications, deleted
data, and mobile phones seized from his residence,
and that he was reportedly a key point of contact in
the email communications linked to the breach. A four-
member committee of forensic medical experts has
since confirmed after a post-mortem examination that
his death was a suicide. [Daily Mirror 7] [Daily Mirror 8]
[Daily Mirror 9]

Notably, the case may also point to wider
vulnerabilities beyond the Australian debt-payment
breach. Authorities are separately investigating the
disappearance of another payment of around USD
600,000 to USD 625,000 released by Sri Lanka Post for
payment to the United States Postal Service but
allegedly not received by the intended foreign party.
While the two cases have not been formally linked in
public reporting, the second missing payment
reinforces concerns that weaknesses in public-sector
foreign payment procedures may extend beyond a
single incident. [Daily Mirror 10] [Daily Mirror 11]

Sri Lanka: Alleged pre-attack warning
messages surface as investigations into
2019 Easter attacks continue

(Im) New alleged evidence has surfaced in Sri Lanka’s
continuing Easter Sunday attack investigations, shortly
after the seventh anniversary of the 2019 suicide
bombings against churches and hotels, which killed
more than 250 people and renewed political and
public pressure for accountability. Screenshots
recently released by a Sri Lankan activist allegedly
show WhatsApp exchanges between the then Director
of the State Intelligence Service (SIS), Sri Lanka's main
intelligence agency, and the then Defence Ministry
Secretary before April 21, 2019, warning of a possible
terrorist attack. Authorities have not yet confirmed the
authenticity of the screenshots.

According to the screenshots, the messages referred
to intelligence from a foreign counterpart identifying
plans by Zahran Hashim - the extremist preacher later
identified as a key figure behind the Easter Sunday
bombings - and his associates to carry out attacks in
Sri Lanka. The alleged messages also referred to a
suspected “dry run” in the Eastern Province involving a
motorcycle believed to have been loaded with
explosives, and suggested that an attack could take
place “at any time on or before 21.4.2019," with
churches and hotels named as possible targets. [Daily
Mirror 1]
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The alleged messages are significant because they
broadly correspond to warning timelines previously
presented before a Parliamentary Select Committee,
which indicated that Sri Lankan intelligence agencies
had begun receiving warnings from April 4, 2019,
including information first shared through WhatsApp
and later in writing. That earlier timeline stated that
the information reached then National Intelligence
Chief Sisira Mendis on April 7 and was conveyed to
then Defence Secretary Hemasiri Fernando on April 8,
after which he advised that police be informed. An
intelligence coordination meeting on April 9 reportedly
discussed the threat, but the warnings did not receive
adequate attention.

Separately, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake said
the government had initiated investigations into high-
profile cases, including matters linked to the Easter
Sunday attack probes, and referred to an investigating
officer currently overseas in relation to the Easter
investigations. Speaking at a National People’s Power
(NPP) May Day rally, he said investigations into older
serious cases would take time but would continue,
adding that 15 high-profile cases, including ten
corruption cases and five criminal cases linked to
politicians, were due before courts this month. [Daily
Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Opposition May Day events
indicate coordination limits and event-
management issues

(Im) May Day rallies in Sri Lanka traditionally serve not
only as International Workers' Day events but also as
major political mobilization platforms for the
government, opposition parties, and trade unions. This
year's opposition-side developments highlighted both
the limited coordination between the United National
Party (UNP), the party of former President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, and the Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB), Sri Lanka’s main opposition party that split from
the UNP in 2020, as well as questions over the SJB's
handling of its own rally.

Already in the run-up to May 1, the UNP declined an
invitation from the SJB to join its May Day rally, with
party officials saying that it would not participate in
political activities because May 1 coincided with a full
moon Poya Day and Vesak observances, referring to
Buddhist religious observance days. The explanation
reflected the importance of Buddhist observance days
in Sri Lanka's Sinhala-majority political mainstream,
within which the UNP has historically operated. At the
same time, the UNP said its decision did not rule out
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future cooperation with the SJB. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily
Mirror 2]

The SJB rally itself drew criticism on several fronts.
Journalists and photographers said they were
prevented from covering the event from their usual
position at the front and were moved toward the back,
prompting photographers to walk out in protest. The
event also drew attention after reports that some
attendees left when SJB leader Sajith Premadasa began
his speech, while several senior party figures, including
the party’s general secretary, chairman, and national
organizer, were not given speaking slots.

The party later sought to explain the sequence of
events. 5B Member of Parliament Harshana
Rajakaruna said people had left because it was already
late in the evening, adding that Premadasa had chosen
to speak last to give priority to other speakers.
Rajakaruna also said senior party figures had not
spoken because the party wanted to give younger
members an opportunity. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror
4]

Against this backdrop, the Joint Opposition has
renewed pressure on Premadasa to act as leader of
the wider parliamentary opposition rather than
primarily as leader of the SJB. Former minister Dilan
Perera said Premadasa should work with all opposition
parties, reflecting continuing calls for broader
opposition coordination against the government. The
comments followed a discussion among Joint
Opposition members at the residence of former
minister G.L. Peiris. Former lawmaker Ajith
Mannaperuma added that if Premadasa preferred to
act alone, he should work with Wickremesinghe
instead. [Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: President signals intensified
anti-corruption push as high-profile
probes advance

(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake used May
Day messaging by his ruling National People’s Power
(NPP) alliance to present the government's anti-
corruption, anti-crime, and anti-drug agenda as part of
its public mandate, while accusing unnamed
opposition figures of trying to destabilize the
government. He said the administration remained
stable because it retained public trust, including
among voters in the north, south, and Malayagam
community, a term commonly used for Sri Lanka'’s Hill
Country Tamil community.
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Dissanayake said strengthened investigative bodies,
including the Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
and the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) were advancing major
cases and that legal action would proceed regardless
of political status. He separately said 15 high-profile
cases, including ten corruption cases and five criminal
cases linked to politicians, were due before courts this
month, and said the law would be applied equally,
including to former presidents, former prime
ministers, former first ladies, and former presidents’
children. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The ruling NPP has also said investigations are
underway into money allegedly hidden abroad by
leaders from previous governments, including
allegations involving the Rajapaksa family, Sri Lanka's
former dominant political family whose members
include two former presidents and several former
senior officials, and possible assets in countries such
as Uganda, with foreign governments providing
assistance [Daily Mirror 3]

In one such high-profile development, reports said
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa and former
Minister Piyankara Jayaratne had been summoned to
appear before CIABOC on May 12 to provide
statements in an ongoing investigation into a long-
running corruption case concerning alleged
irregularities in SriLankan Airlines’ aircraft
procurement from Airbus. Rajapaksa’s side later
denied that he had received any official notice from
the commission. His media representative criticized
Dissanayake’s remarks as prejudging judicial outcomes
and interfering with judicial independence, and
accused the anti-corruption commission of focusing on
the Rajapaksa family while failing to investigate
allegations involving the current government. [Daily
Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5]

In a separate update, a Colombo court ordered the
final progress report in the case against former
President Ranil Wickremesinghe to be called on July 8.
The case concerns allegations that Wickremesinghe
misused about LKR 16 million (USD 54,400) in public
funds for a 2023 visit to the United Kingdom linked to a
University of Wolverhampton event involving former
First Lady Maithree Wickremesinghe; he denies
wrongdoing. Wickremesinghe did not appear in court,
citing ill health, while the magistrate said there
appeared to be sufficient material to proceed with
charges and instructed authorities to file indictments
without delay or explain any further delay. [Daily.
Mirror 6]
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Sri Lanka: Parliamentary committee
appointed to review election laws

(Im) Sri Lanka's Parliament has appointed a special
committee to review and recommend changes to
election laws, excluding laws related to Provincial
Council elections. The committee will be chaired by
Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils
and Local Government A.H.M.H. Abayarathna, and
Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne said it will examine
election-related laws and submit proposals and
recommendations. [Daily Mirror]

The exclusion of Provincial Council elections is
significant because those polls are already the subject
of a separate unresolved process. Sri Lanka has not
held elections for its nine Provincial Councils for years,
leaving the subnational councils without elected
representatives after their terms expired. The deadlock
stems mainly from the 2017 amendment to the
Provincial Councils Elections Act, which introduced a
mixed electoral system but required a delimitation
process that was never completed, creating a legal
barrier to holding the polls. A separate Parliamentary
Select Committee chaired by Foreign Minister Vijitha
Herath has been examining legal options to resolve
that deadlock, including clarification from the Attorney
General's Department.

Sri Lanka: Corporal punishment remains
major child abuse complaint

(Im) The National Child Protection Authority (NCPA)
said physical abuse remains the second-highest
category of complaints it receives, with around 2,000
to 2,500 cases of corporal punishment reported each
year. The authority said physical punishment remains
widely used by parents, teachers, and educators
despite legal and policy protections, including Sri
Lanka’s obligations under the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC),
constitutional protections against cruel or degrading
treatment, Penal Code provisions, and Education
Ministry circulars prohibiting physical and mental
violence in schools. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: VAT revision draws concern
over digital and tourism costs

(Im) Sri Lanka is preparing Value Added Tax (VAT)
changes from July 1 that will both consolidate taxes on
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financial services and extend VAT to services provided
through electronic platforms. Under the financial-
sector revision, the existing 18 percent VAT and 2.5
percent Social Security Contribution Levy applied to
banks and financial institutions will be merged into a
single 20.5 percent VAT rate. The amendments also
bring digital services and electronic-platform
transactions more clearly into the VAT net.

The planned changes have triggered concern among
tourism, telecommunications, information technology,
and digital-service stakeholders. Industry
representatives warned that online travel platforms
may have to charge VAT to Sri Lankan users, potentially
making hotel bookings more expensive at a time when
Sri Lanka competes with regional destinations on price.
They also warned that software subscriptions, cloud
services, internet packages, smartphones, and digital
devices could become more expensive, affecting
students, freelancers, small businesses, and the
business process outsourcing sector.

The government has rejected claims that the revision
amounts to a general tax increase. Deputy Minister of
Economic Development Nishantha Jayaweera said the
financial-sector change is a consolidation, not an
added burden, because the 2.5 percent Social Security
Contribution Levy will be removed and incorporated
into VAT. He said the change is intended to simplify
compliance and reduce separate filings, while the
broader digital amendments are framed by the
government as part of modernizing revenue collection
and strengthening fiscal stability. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily
Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Doctors’ union warns of
essential medicine shortages

(Im) A Sri Lankan doctors’ union has warned that the
country is facing shortages of several essential
medicines, including drugs used for cancer, kidney and
liver diseases, non-communicable diseases, and
patients awaiting surgery. The Medical and Civil Rights
Doctors’ Trade Union Alliance attributed the shortages
to economic pressure, rupee depreciation, inflation,
delays in drug registration, and suppliers’ reluctance to
import medicines at government-controlled prices. The
union said some patients have been forced to import
medicines at high cost and warned that healthcare
services could be disrupted unless authorities address
the supply problems. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Hambantota port draws
container-line interest amid Middle East
shipping disruption

(Im) Hambantota International Port, a deep-sea port on
Sri Lanka’s southern coast near the main East-West
shipping route across the Indian Ocean, has attracted
new interest from major container shipping lines as
instability in the Middle East pushes global carriers to
reassess routing options. Senior representatives from
CMA CGM, a French container-shipping and logistics
group, and Evergreen Marine Corporation, a
Taiwanese container-shipping company, met
Hambantota International Port Group officials last
week to discuss the possible introduction of new
container services through the port.

The interest is significant because Hambantota has so
far been used mainly for bulk cargo and roll-on/roll-off
cargo, meaning vehicles and other wheeled cargo
driven on and off ships, rather than as a major
container hub. Port officials said expanded container-
yard capacity, investment in handling equipment, and
operational resilience during recent regional
disruptions could help Hambantota attract more
container traffic. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Fuel prices increased after
delayed revision amid supply talks with
China and Russia

(Im) The Ceylon Petroleum Corporation (CPC), Sri
Lanka's state-owned fuel supplier, increased fuel prices
with effect from midnight on May 2 after initially
postponing the expected May revision because the
scheduled pricing discussion had not taken place by
April 30. The CPC had earlier said there would be no
revision on May 1 and that any adjustment would be
decided after further talks, with the previous fuel price
revision having taken place on March 21. [Daily Mirror
1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Ports, Civil Aviation and Energy Minister Anura
Karunathilake defended the increase as a response to
global market spikes linked to the Middle East war,
while saying that the full cost had not been passed on
to consumers, with the CPC absorbing part of the cost
and using profits from lower-cost months to cushion
consumers during high-cost periods.

At the same time, Sri Lanka is continuing talks with
China and Russia on possible fuel purchases to
strengthen supply security. Karunathilake said the
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government wants to buy at least one fuel shipment
from China under a government-to-government
arrangement at market rates. Discussions with Russia
are also ongoing, but logistical, technical, and
procedural details still need to be finalized, including
the supplying entity and transaction mechanism. [Daily
Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Major Chinese refinery
investment remains undecided

(Im) The government is expected to take at least two
more months to decide on a proposed USD 3.7 billion
oil refinery project by Sinopec, a Chinese state-owned
energy company, in Hambantota, a strategically
located port district in southern Sri Lanka. The project
has been described as the largest single foreign direct
investment project in Sri Lanka’s history.

Energy Minister Anura Karunathilaka said there are
unresolved differences between the government and
the company over the project's terms and conditions.
The original agreement required 80 percent of the
refinery's output to be exported and 20 percent to be
sold in Sri Lanka. The export-oriented project was
advanced in a joint statement during President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake's visit to China in January 2025.
Sinopec already operates in Sri Lanka'’s fuel
distribution market, where it holds a 12 percent
market share. [Daily Mirror]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-sr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-sr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-sy/

Brunei: Air force completes transport
fleet upgrade with final deliveries

(dql) Brunei has received the final two Airbus C295MW
aircraft, completing a four-unit fleet ordered in
December 2022 and marking a key step in the
modernization of the Royal Brunei Air Force. The
aircraft arrived on 20 April from Airbus Defence and
Space in Spain, joining two platforms inducted in early
2024.

The fleet replaces aging CN235 aircraft and will
support transport, search-and-rescue, and disaster
relief missions. Since 2024, the aircraft have conducted
over 500 sorties across Southeast Asia, including
humanitarian deployments to the Philippines and
Myanmar.

The completed induction enhances Brunei's
operational readiness and modestly strengthens its
role in regional humanitarian assistance and disaster
response, aligning with broader ASEAN emphasis on
rapid-response air mobility. [Asian Military Review]

Cambodia: Appeals court upholds treason
conviction against prominent opposition
figure

(dqgl) A Cambodian appeals court has confirmed the
treason conviction and 27-year prison sentence of
prominent opposition figure Kem Sokha, reinforcing a
landmark case widely viewed as emblematic of the
country’s shrinking political pluralism. The ruling,
issued on April 30, also imposes a five-year travel ban
following the completion of his sentence, which he is
currently serving under house arrest.

Kem Sokha, 72, was arrested in 2017 in a move that
triggered an extensive and systematic dismantling of
the opposition landscape. He was convicted in 2023
after prolonged pretrial detention on charges of
conspiring with the United States to overthrow the
government.

His Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), once the
only viable electoral challenger to the long-ruling
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), was dissolved by the
Supreme Court shortly after his arrest, effectively
eliminating meaningful competition ahead of the 2018
elections, which the CPP subsequently won in a
sweeping victory.
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In court proceedings earlier this month, Kem Sokha
rejected all allegations of foreign conspiracy, insisting
he had acted in support of nonviolence and national
unity. His legal team has indicated it may pursue
further appeal to the Supreme Court, while also calling
for political reconciliation. [Reuters] [AP News]

Separately, on April 29 a Phnom Penh court convicted
33 individuals—including activists, opposition figures,
and social media users—linked to protests against the
Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Development Triangle Area,
a regional integration framework established in 2004.
Authorities used broadly defined incitement charges,
resulting in suspended sentences, prison terms, and
fines. Although Cambodia formally withdrew from the
agreement in 2024, more than 100 arrests have since
been made in connection with criticism of the initiative.
[LICADHO]

In a formal statement issued on 1 May, the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
criticized the ruling, highlighting broader concerns over
judicial practice in Cambodia, referencing the parallel
case of the 33 individuals sentenced to prison terms or
suspended sentences for comments related to the
Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Development Triangle Area
project. The UN called on Cambodian authorities to
overturn the convictions, release those detained for
exercising rights, and undertake legal reforms to align
domestic legislation with international norms.
[OHCHR]

Parallel criticism came from the United States, stating
being “troubled by the decision,” and rejecting
allegations linking the United States to any
destabilization efforts in Cambodia as “patently false
and irresponsible,” while urging Phnom Penh to ensure
citizens can freely exercise rights to peaceful assembly
and expression. [Department of State, USA]

Cambodia: Press freedom ranking
improves slightly

(dqgl) Cambodia ranked 151st out of 180 countries in
Reporters Without Borders' (RSF) latest World Press
Freedom Index, rising 10 places year-on-year but
remaining among the world's lowest-ranked countries
for media freedom. RSF said the country continues to
face significant challenges, including increasing legal
pressures, new regulatory constraints, and operational
risks for journalists. [RSF]

The organization cited cases of journalists facing
prison sentences and restrictions in recent years,
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alongside broader concerns about an increasingly
restrictive legal and regulatory environment affecting
reporting. RSF also warned that such conditions are
contributing to a more difficult operating space for
independent journalism, particularly in sensitive
reporting areas.

The findings contrast with the Cambodian Ministry of
Information, which reported that 80.8 percent of
surveyed media sector participants assessed press
freedom in the country as “good,” pointing to what it
described as a generally supportive environment for
journalism.

While Cambodia’s ranking improvement suggests
relative progress compared to some peers, RSF's
assessment places the country firmly within a global
context of deteriorating press freedom, with persistent
concerns over legal safeguards, enforcement practices,
and the independence of media operations.
[Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Labor Day rally dispersed amid
renewed union pressure on labor rights
enforcement

(dqgl) More than 200 unionists and civil society
members marked Labor Day in Phnom Penh with a
peaceful rally and petitions calling for stronger labor
protections, but were dispersed by police on public
order grounds, with only 20 representatives allowed to
submit documents to foreign embassies and
Cambodian authorities.

The petitions urged amendments to the Labor Law,
stronger enforcement of union rights under trade
commitments, an end to short-term contracts, and
better protections on wages, maternity benefits, and
job security. Unions also called for closer scrutiny of
investment approvals to prevent worker losses from
factory closures.

Civil society groups separately highlighted persistent
occupational safety and health gaps, noting that while
legal frameworks exist, enforcement remains weak,
with widespread issues in factories including
inadequate safety policies, poor working conditions,
and exposure to heat and hazardous environments.
[Cambodianess]
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Cambodia: Emergency grid measures,
Vietnam import guarantee to stabilize
tightening power system

(dgl) Cambodia is deploying two 75 MW modular
substations operated by state-owned electricity utility
Electricité du Cambodge and advancing legislation to
guarantee electricity imports from Vietnam Electricity,
as it seeks to manage rising demand and delayed grid
expansion.

The temporary substations at Veal Rinh (Preah
Sihanouk) and Samrong Yong (Takeo) are already
partially operational, carrying 34 MW and 18 MW
respectively, easing pressure on the national grid while
permanent infrastructure remains under construction.

The Veal Rinh project, supported by the Export-Import
Bank of Korea, is expected to take three to five years,
while Samrong Yong, financed by the Asian
Development Bank, is scheduled for completion in
2027. The modular units are intended as interim
stabilizers and will be redeployed once permanent
systems come online.

At the policy level, a draft law under review would
secure EVN electricity imports for 2026-2030, replacing
an expired arrangement and aiming to ensure price
stability and uninterrupted supply. Imports from
Vietnam and Laos remain essential for balancing the
system, particularly after Thai electricity imports were
suspended in 2025 amid border tensions.

The measures reflect short-term crisis management
within a broader structural challenge: Cambodia’s
installed capacity reached 5,044 MW in 2024, but rising
industrial demand and infrastructure delays continue
to strain supply. The government's long-term target is
to raise renewable energy to 70 percent by 2030,
though current policy focus remains on stabilization
and import security. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Conscription enforcement
tightened to operationalize dormant draft
system

(dqgl) Cambodia is moving to transform its largely
dormant conscription framework into an enforceable
pillar of national defense policy, as the National
Assembly refines amendments introducing clearer
obligations, penalties, and incentives. A joint
committee review on May 4 consolidated key
provisions of the revised law, signaling intent to shift
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from declaratory legislation to practical
implementation.

The updated framework standardizes compulsory
service for men aged 18-25 at 24 months, with a
limited extension option, while retaining voluntary
enlistment for women and extending liability to dual
nationals residing in-country.

Narrowly defined exemptions—restricted to religious
personnel, persons with disabilities, and individuals on
essential national assighnments—indicate an effort to
maximize the eligible manpower pool. More
consequentially, the introduction of custodial penalties
and fines for draft evasion marks a qualitative policy
shift, establishing legal deterrence mechanisms that
were previously absent or weakly enforced.

Parallel incentive structures—preferential access to
public employment, safeguards for job continuity, and
facilitated re-entry into education—suggest the
government is attempting to mitigate resistance and
socio-economic disruption, pointing to awareness of
the political sensitivities surrounding compulsory
service. [Cambodianess]

Indonesia: Military court indicts officers
over activist acid attack

(ms) Indonesian military prosecutors have indicted
four officers assigned to the Indonesian Military’s
Strategic Intelligence Agency (BAIS) over an alleged
premeditated acid attack against human rights activist
Andrie Yunus. The first hearing took place at the
Jakarta Military Court on April 29, bringing the case into
a formal military justice process despite demands from
civil society and the victim for a civilian trial.

The defendants are Capt. Nandala Dwi Prasetya, First
Lt. Budhi Hariyanto Widhi, First Lt. Sami Lakka and Sgt.
Edi Sudarko. Prosecutors charged them under
provisions on serious premeditated assault, with a
maximum sentence of 12 years in prison. Alternative
charges include serious assault causing severe injury.
The indictment states that the officers had known of
Andrie since March 2025, when he interrupted closed-
door deliberations by lawmakers on revisions to the
Indonesian Military Law at the Fairmont Hotel in
Central Jakarta.

The alleged motive is central to the political
significance of the case. Prosecutors said the
defendants regarded Andrie's protest as an insult that
had “trampled” on the dignity of the military institution.
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Andrie, deputy coordinator of the Commission for
Missing Persons and Victims of Violence (Kontra$S), had
opposed the law revision because it expanded the
space for active military officers to occupy civilian
government posts.

The choice of forum is now one of the main points of
contention. Because the accused are military
personnel, the case is being heard by a military court.
Komnas HAM and civil society groups have warned
that this may narrow accountability, especially if the
trial treats the attack as misconduct by individual
soldiers rather than as political violence linked to
institutional hostility toward anti-militarism activism.
Andrie has asked President Prabowo Subianto to form
an independent joint fact-finding team and move the
case to a public civilian court, arguing that a military
process cannot credibly address violence allegedly
committed by soldiers against a civilian critic.

The case puts renewed scrutiny on Indonesia’s post-
Reformasi settlement on civil-military relations. The
revised TNI Law had already drawn criticism for
weakening the boundary between military and civilian
administration. The Andrie case now gives that
concern a concrete legal test: whether officers accused
of retaliating against a civilian opponent of military
expansion will be tried in a forum seen as independent
from the institution whose reputation they claimed to
defend. [Independent] [Tempo] [The Jakarta Post 1]
[The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Rights defender vetting plan
risks state control over dissent

(ms) Indonesia’s Human Rights Ministry is preparing a
vetting system to decide who formally qualifies as a
human rights defender, raising concerns that legal
protection for activists could become dependent on
government approval.

Human Rights Minister Natalius Pigai said the ministry
would form an “assessor team” to examine individuals
case by case. The team would determine whether a
person facing legal proceedings was acting as a rights
defender at the time of the incident. Protection would
apply only to those defending public interests,
especially vulnerable or marginalized groups, and
would exclude people deemed to have acted for
personal or financial gain.

The government frames the plan as a safeguard
against the criminalization of legitimate activists. It is
being prepared alongside a proposed revision of the
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1999 Human Rights Law and a new ministerial
regulation. The stated aim is to create a clearer legal
basis for protecting human rights defenders when they
face lawsuits, criminal reports or detention related to
their advocacy work. The planned regulation would
define the procedure for identifying protected
defenders, while the law revision would give that
protection stronger statutory backing. Pigai said the
assessor team would include government, civil society
and law enforcement representatives to ensure
objectivity.

The problem is that the mechanism makes the state
the gatekeeper of activist status. In practice, officials
and law enforcement bodies could influence whether a
detained campaigner is treated as a protected rights
defender or as an ordinary criminal suspect. That
distinction is especially sensitive in Indonesia, where
activists, environmental defenders, labor organizers
and anti-corruption campaigners have often faced
police reports, defamation claims or public-order
charges after challenging state agencies, companies or
political interests.

The plan also fits a broader narrowing of civic space
under President Prabowo Subianto. Recent
controversies over the expanded role of the military in
civilian posts, the acid attack on Kontra$S activist Andrie
Yunus (see article above) and renewed military
operations in Papua (see article below) have already
deepened concerns over intimidation and weak
accountability. A state-approved definition of who
counts as a human rights defender would add another
instrument through which critical voices can be
filtered, delayed or excluded from protection. [The
Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Amien Rais’ sexuality claim
against Prabowo aide triggers swift
government response

(ms) Indonesia’s government has moved quickly
against a video by senior politician Amien Rais alleging
that President Prabowo Subianto and Cabinet
Secretary Teddy Indra Wijaya had a relationship
beyond professional ties. The video, uploaded to
Amien'’s YouTube channel on Thursday, was later
unavailable in Indonesia following a government legal
complaint.

Amien, a former speaker of the People’s Consultative
Assembly and founder of the conservative Ummat
Party, claimed that Teddy had become personally too
close to Prabowo and alleged that the cabinet
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secretary was gay. He compared Teddy to the people
of Lot in biblical tradition and urged Prabowo to “cut
himself loose” from Teddy's influence and replace him
with what he called a “normal” figure. The allegation
was not substantiated and was framed in explicitly
homophobic language.

The government treated the video as a direct attack on
the presidency. Communications and Digital Minister
Meutya Hafid said it contained hoaxes, slander and
hate speech, and described it as an attempt to degrade
the dignity of the country’s leadership and provoke
public unrest. She warned that producing or
distributing the video could violate Indonesia’s
Electronic Information and Transactions Law, including
provisions on defamation and hate speech.

The context is important. In Indonesia, allegations of
homosexuality can carry severe political
consequences, especially for senior public figures.
Same-sex relations are not criminalized nationwide
outside specific local or sectoral rules, but
homosexuality remains socially and religiously
stigmatized, and politicians often use morality
language to attack opponents. For a president whose
support base includes conservative Muslim voters and
nationalist groups, such claims are not treated as
ordinary gossip. If believed by a significant part of the
public, they could seriously damage political authority.

This is why the government's response was so fast. The
issue was not primarily opposition criticism or a policy
dispute, but an attempt to delegitimize Prabowo
through an accusation that touches one of the most
sensitive moral fault lines in Indonesian politics.
Amien’s standing also matters: although his Ummat
Party is small, he remains a nationally known
Reformasi-era figure and conservative Muslim voice.
[Tempo] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Election law revision stalls over
parliamentary threshold dispute

(ms) Indonesia’s House of Representatives is insisting
on leading the revision of the General Election Law,
despite months of little progress and government
suggestions that it could take over the drafting
process. The bill is already included in this year's
priority legislative agenda, but the eight parties in
parliament have not agreed on which parts of the law
should be amended.

The central issue is the parliamentary threshold. Under
the current system, parties must win at least 4 percent
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of the national vote to receive seats in the House. The
rule is designed to limit party fragmentation, but it also
excludes votes cast for smaller parties and strengthens
larger parties that already dominate parliament.

The revision became necessary after the Constitutional
Court ruled in February 2024 that the threshold must
be recalculated before future elections. The ruling
opened a dispute over whether the hurdle should be
lowered, raised or abolished. For large parties, keeping
a meaningful threshold protects their position. For
smaller parties, lowering or removing it would improve
access to parliament.

House deputy speaker Saan Mustopa said lawmakers
still have the capacity to lead the process and will
begin discussions at the “right time”. He said the House
is still collecting party assessments before formal
deliberations begin. The delay, however, suggests the
revision is less a technical legal update than a
negotiation over Indonesia’s future electoral map. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Chromebook graft verdict
raises pressure on ex-minister Makarim

(ms) An Indonesian court has sentenced two former
Education Ministry officials to prison over corruption in
the procurement of Google Chromebook laptops for
schools, strengthening prosecutors' case in a wider
trial involving former education minister and Gojek co-
founder Nadiem Makarim.

The Jakarta court sentenced Sri Wahyuningsih, the
ministry’s former director of primary education, to four
years in prison and Mulyatsyah, the former junior high
school director, to four-and-a-half years. Prosecutors
had sought six-year sentences. The court said the two
were proven guilty of committing corruption
collectively and causing state losses. Prosecutors
alleged that procurement requirements were designed
in a way that effectively matched Chromebook
specifications.

The case centers on a large education technology
procurement program between 2020 and 2022, when
Indonesia bought laptops for schools as part of a
broader digital-learning push during and after the
COVID-19 period.

The political weight of the case comes from Makarim’s
role. Before entering government, he was one of

Indonesia’s most prominent tech entrepreneurs as co-
founder of ride-hailing and payments company Gojek.
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In 2019, he left the company to become education
minister, symbolizing President Joko Widodo's attempt
to bring private-sector digital expertise into
government. Prosecutors now accuse him of enriching
himself through the Chromebook procurement, a
charge he is contesting in a separate ongoing trial.

The convictions matter because they validate part of
the prosecution narrative: that officials inside the
ministry manipulated the procurement process rather
than simply choosing one education technology
product over another. They do not, however, establish
Makarim’s guilt. His trial will turn on whether
prosecutors can prove that he directed or benefited
from the alleged scheme, not only that lower-level
officials used restrictive specifications. [Bangkok Post]
[Reuters] [The Star]

Indonesia: Papua civilian deaths renew
calls for security review

(ms) Indonesia is facing renewed pressure to review its
military operations in Papua after 15 people were
killed and seven injured during an April 14 operation in
Kembru district, Puncak regency, Central Papua. The
incident triggered protests in Jayapura, Nabire and
Wamena, with Papuan student groups demanding an
end to military operations they say put civilians at risk.

Responsibility for the deaths remains disputed. Human
Rights Minister Natalius Pigai confirmed the toll but did
not specify how many victims were civilians. Komnas
HAM, Indonesia’s national human rights commission,
said earlier that 12 civilians, including women and
children, were shot dead during an operation against
Papuan separatists. The military said its Habema
taskforce had acted on reports of rebel presence in the
area and reported killing four fighters. Papuan rebel
representatives blamed the military for civilian deaths.

The incident matters because Papua's conflict is rooted
in a long-running dispute over Indonesian rule. The
former Dutch territory was incorporated into Indonesia
after the 1969 “Act of Free Choice”, a UN-observed vote
by selected Papuan representatives that Jakarta treats
as final but many Papuans regard as illegitimate. Since
then, low-level separatist conflict has continued
between Indonesian security forces and the West
Papua National Liberation Army, linked to the Free
Papua Movement.

The Puncak deaths also reopen the question of
Jakarta's security-first approach. Papua is resource-rich
but remains one of Indonesia’s most conflict-affected
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regions, with frequent allegations of abuses by security
forces, rebel attacks and repeated civilian
displacement. After the April 14 operation, the Puncak
administration declared a two-week emergency and
hundreds of residents reportedly fled their villages.
[Malay Mail] [The Jakarta Post] [Voice of Indonesia]

Indonesia: Plastic tariff cuts aim to
contain Hormuz-linked price shock

(ms) Indonesia will temporarily remove import duties
on liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and key plastic raw
materials as supply disruptions from the Middle East
push up production costs and threaten to feed into
consumer prices.

Coordinating Economic Affairs Minister Airlangga
Hartarto said duties on polypropylene, polyethylene,
linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE) and high-
density polyethylene (HDPE) will be cut to zero for six
months. These materials are used to produce plastic
packaging, including packaging for food and

beverages. Indonesia currently applies duties of 5 to 15
percent on some plastic products. LPG imported by the
petrochemical industry will also be exempted from its
5 percent duty.

The measure responds to a shortage of naphtha, a
petroleum-based feedstock used to produce ethylene
and propylene, the basic inputs for many plastic resins.
Indonesia relies heavily on imported petrochemical
raw materials, and Middle Eastern supply disruptions
linked to the Iran war and strains around the Strait of
Hormuz have pushed domestic plastic prices up by 50
to 100 percent, according to Airlangga. The
government has been seeking alternative supplies
from Africa, India and the United States.

The policy is designed less as industrial stimulus than
as inflation control. Plastic packaging sits inside the
cost structure of food, drinks and consumer goods. If
resin shortages persist, higher packaging costs can
quickly spread into retail prices. Cutting tariffs reduces
one part of the cost burden for producers and gives
importers more flexibility while supply routes remain
uncertain.

The government is also loosening import permit
requirements and preparing regulatory adjustments to
speed up licensing. This includes revising import rules
and improving coordination through industrial data
and standards systems. The aim is to prevent
administrative delays from worsening a supply shock.
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The risk is that the measure only buys time. A six-
month tariff waiver can cushion prices but does not
solve Indonesia’s dependence on imported feedstocks.
If Middle Eastern disruptions continue, producers may
still face high input costs, delayed shipments and
pressure to reduce operating rates. [Indonesia
Business Post] [Reuters] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Teenager faces death penalty
in drug case

(ms) Indonesian prosecutors have demanded the
death penalty for a 19-year-old defendant accused of
possessing and distributing large quantities of drugs,
putting renewed attention on Indonesia’s use of capital
punishment in narcotics cases.

Prosecutors said the defendent acted as the main
courier and was found with 10 kilograms of
methamphetamine, 23,000 ecstasy pills and 150
“happy five"” pills. They also demanded a 15-year prison
sentence and a IDR 1 billion (USD 57,676) fine for
another defendant, Iman Saro Harefa, whom they
described as playing a smaller role.

The case is significant less because of the alleged drug
network than because of the defendant’s age. He is
legally an adult, but still a teenager. If judges follow the
prosecution demand, he could join Indonesia’s death
row for a non-lethal drug offence. Indonesia’s narcotics
law allows the death penalty for serious trafficking
cases, and prosecutors regularly seek it where large
quantities are involved.

Indonesia has some of Southeast Asia’s harshest drug
laws. The state frames narcotics as a national
emergency and has long used severe sentences to
signal deterrence. In practice, however, drug cases
make up a large share of capital punishment. Amnesty
International recorded 85 new death sentences in
Indonesia in 2024, of which 64 were for drug-related
offences and 21 for murder.

At the same time, Indonesia has not carried out
executions since 2016, creating an informal gap
between sentencing and implementation. The World
Coalition Against the Death Penalty lists Indonesia as
retentionist, with 482 people under sentence of death
and no executions recorded in 2023, 2024 or 2025.
Reuters also notes that Indonesia has continued
issuing death sentences while refraining from
executions since 2016. [The Jakarta Post
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Laos: Prime minister orders crackdown as
online scam networks expand

(ms) Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone has
ordered government agencies to intensify action
against online fraud, making cybercrime enforcement
a national priority for May and the following months.

The directive was issued at a cabinet meeting on April
27-28. Sonexay told agencies to strengthen anti-scam
measures, update enforcement orders and increase
monitoring of misinformation and fraud on social
media platforms. He also warned of disciplinary action
against anyone found involved in online scam activity.

The order responds to a rapidly growing problem.
Laos’ Online Fraud Prevention Center, launched in late
2025, has already received more than 700 complaints
and resolved over 300 cases, according to the Ministry
of Technology and Communications. The concern is
not only domestic fraud, but the use of Lao territory by
transnational cybercrime groups.

The main focus is the Golden Triangle Special
Economic Zone in Bokeo Province, near the borders
with Thailand and Myanmar. The zone has become a
major concern because parts of mainland Southeast
Asia have developed into hubs for online scam
compounds, often involving trafficking, forced labor
and cross-border money laundering. Since 2023, Lao
authorities say nearly 2,800 suspects from 27
nationalities have been arrested there for
telecommunications fraud and related crimes.

One major raid in the zone led to the arrest of 771
suspects from 15 Asian and African countries. Police
also seized hundreds of computers, nearly 1,900
mobile phones and other equipment. The scale of the
raids shows that Laos is dealing not with isolated
online fraud, but organized criminal infrastructure
operating across borders.

Laos has also expanded international cooperation.
Earlier this year, Lao and South Korean authorities
arrested 14 suspects linked to an overseas call-center
scam operation that allegedly caused around USD 17
million in losses. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: New expressway study extends
China-linked transport corridor

(ms) Laos has signed a feasibility agreement with
China’s Hunan Banying Industrial Group for two new
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sections of the Vientiane-Boten Expressway, advancing
plans for a highway corridor linking the Lao capital with
the Chinese border.

The April 27 agreement covers Section 2 from Vang
Vieng to Luang Prabang and Section 3 from Luang
Prabang to Oudomxay. These stretches would extend
the existing Vientiane-Vang Vieng Expressway, Laos’
first expressway, which opened in 2020. A final section
is planned from Oudomxay to Boten in Luang Namtha
Province, on the border with China.

The project is part of Laos’ broader effort to turn its
landlocked geography into a transit advantage. The
planned 440-kilometer expressway would run roughly
parallel to the Laos-China Railway, which already
connects Vientiane with Boten and onward into China’s
Yunnan Province. Together, the railway and highway
would strengthen north-south movement of goods,
tourists and labor between China, Laos and mainland
Southeast Asia.

For China, the project fits its wider cross-border
infrastructure push under the Belt and Road
framework. Over recent years, Chinese-backed
investment has reshaped Laos' transport network,
especially through the railway, hydropower projects
and border-linked logistics zones. Better road access to
Luang Prabang, Oudomxay and Boten would support
Chinese trade routes into Laos and beyond to
Thailand.

For Laos, the economic case is improved connectivity
and lower transport costs. Northern Laos is
mountainous, and poor roads have long limited
tourism, agriculture and logistics. A faster route to
China could support trade and regional integration.
[The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Barisan Nasional coalition
signals solo general election strategy

(dqgl) Malaysia's Barisan Nasional (BN) is positioning to
contest the next general election—scheduled to be
held in February 2028 -independently, though it
intends to retain tactical flexibility for post- or pre-
election arrangements.

Chairman Ahmad Zahid Hamidi—who doubles as
President of the conservative United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO), the largest and dominant party
within BN—indicated BN is “almost certain” to run solo
in the upcoming poll, while acknowledging the
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necessity of electoral understandings with other blocs
to avoid vote fragmentation.

The statement reflects recalibration within a fluid
political landscape following the fractured outcome of
the 2022 Malaysian general election, which produced a
hung parliament and ultimately led BN to join the unity
government under Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and
his Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition.

Ahmad's indication of BN's solo run caps months of
uncertainty over a potential electoral pact with PH. The
move highlights UMNO's strategic calculation that
close alignment with PH—Iled by Anwar and reliant on
multiethnic support—risks further eroding its standing
among Malay voters wary of diminishing political
dominance.

Operationally, BN aims to avoid three-cornered
contests—particularly against PH and the opposition
Perikatan Nasional (PN)—which previously split votes
to PN's advantage. The coalition is also expected to
contest selectively rather than field candidates in all
222 constituencies, prioritizing winnable seats to
maximize efficiency. [Free Malaysia Today] [Channel
News Asia] [South China Morning Post]

Political developments in Negeri Sembilan state have
emerged as an indicator of strains within the federal
partnership between BN and PH after late last month,
all 74 UMNO assemblymen withdrew their support for
Chief Minister Aminuddin Harun from PH, effectively
stripping the PH-led administration of its governing
majority in the state assembly. Without UMNO's
support, PH controls 17 seats, falling short of the 19
needed to secure a majority in the state assembly (see
AR No. 17, April/2026, 4). [Free Malaysia Today 2]

Malaysia: Media watchdog warns of
deepening press freedom decline

(dqgl) Malaysia has fallen seven places to 95th out of
180 countries in the 2026 World Press Freedom Index
by Reporters Without Borders (RSD), reflecting a
continued weakening of press freedom conditions
amid broader global decline. The ranking comes as
global press freedom is assessed to have dropped to
its lowest level in 25 years, underscoring mounting
challenges for independent journalism worldwide.
[RSF]

The index shows sharp deterioration in key indicators:
the economic score fell from 48.67 (2025) to 40.28
(2026), ranking 92nd; the social score declined from
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62.72 to 51.25, ranking 116th; and the legislative score
dropped to 43.71, ranking 134th. The security indicator
improved to 85.42, ranking 69th, up from 78.16,
though the report cautions this may reflect self-
censorship and relative declines elsewhere rather than
improved conditions. [Business Today]

In response, Majlis Media Malaysia (MMM)—the
country’s media council, a self-regulatory and
professional body for the country’s media industry—
warned that the Malaysia's decline signals urgent
vulnerabilities in media independence, newsroom
sustainability, and public trust. The council pointed to a
convergence of pressures affecting Malaysian news
organizations, including economic strain, legal risks,
online harassment, and safety concerns, alongside
eroding audience trust.

MMM further highlighted structural disruption driven
by misinformation, artificial intelligence, platform-
dominated news distribution, and declining media
revenues, all of which are reshaping journalism
production and viability. It also referenced heightened
risks faced by journalists globally, including fatalities in
conflict zones such as Gaza, Lebanon, and Ukraine.

The council called for stronger protections for
journalists, tighter limits on the use of criminal laws
against media practitioners, improved access to
information, and policy support to ensure the
sustainability of news organizations. It is also
advancing internal reforms, including operationalizing
its complaints mechanism, strengthening its code of
conduct, and expanding professional development
initiatives for journalists and editors. [The Star]

Malaysia: Refugee biometric registration
system draws privacy and rights concerns

(dqgl) Human Rights Watch (HRW) has warned that
Malaysia's newly introduced government-run refugee
registration platform, known as the DPP system, may
significantly weaken protections for asylum seekers by
expanding state surveillance while lacking clear legal
and privacy safeguards. [HRW]

The system replaces a long-standing registration
mechanism previously managed by the UN Refugee
Agency UNHCR, following Malaysian authorities’
assessment that greater state control is required on
security grounds.

The DPP program collects biometric and personal data
into a centralized national database and began rollout
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on 1 January, initially targeting Rohingya refugees held
in detention. Holders of DPP cards are permitted to
remain in Malaysia while awaiting possible
resettlement.

However, HRW argues that the system lacks
transparency and essential safeguards, including
clarity on data retention, purpose limitation, access
rights, and avenues for legal appeal. The organization
also noted that the Malaysian Home Ministry has not
responded to its formal inquiries and has not
published the directive governing the program.

The rights group further urged Kuala Lumpur to
suspend the initiative until a comprehensive refugee
protection framework is established and to coordinate
more closely with UNHCR, stressing that biometric
data collection without robust oversight risks enabling
prolonged monitoring and control of displaced
populations. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Government expands cost-of-
living relief amid persistent global supply
shocks

(dqgl) Malaysia has unveiled an expanded set of cost-of-
living mitigation measures as global supply disruptions
and geopolitical tensions continue to pressure
domestic prices. The government will significantly scale
up its subsidized goods program to 30,000 events in
2026, held weekly nationwide and extended into rural
areas, with the aim of reducing essential goods prices
by up to 30 percent while prioritising small traders.

In agriculture, the government will provide an upfront
MYR 200 (USD 42) payment to around 240,000 paddy
farmers to offset rising input and equipment costs,
with the initiative costing RM48 million (USD 10.2
million) initially. Parallel support measures include
mandated rent reductions for small businesses in
government-linked properties, with state authorities
urged to follow suit.

The measures come against continued external
pressure from prolonged Middle East instability
disrupting global supply chains and pushing up prices
for oil and fertilizers. Malaysia is simultaneously
sustaining fuel subsidies estimated at around MYR 5
billion (USD 1.06 billion) per month, underscoring
growing fiscal strain.

Officials acknowledge the package is designed as
short-term relief rather than structural reform, aimed
at cushioning households and small businesses while
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broader inflationary pressures persist. [The Edge
Malaysial

Malaysia: Government pushes biodiesel
expansion to cushion energy shock

(dqgl) Malaysia will introduce a 15 percent palm oil
biodiesel blend (B15) from June 1, scaling up from the
current B10 mandate to mitigate high diesel costs and
supply strain linked to Middle East tensions. Deputy
Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi disclosed that 19
plants will begin phased production, initially targeting a
12 percent effective blend.

The government aims to further raise the mix to B20
and potentially higher within two to three years.
Malaysia already applies B20 in selected regions,
including Labuan, Langkawi, and Sarawak, while B10
remains the national baseline.

The expansion is expected to increase domestic
biodiesel consumption by over 300,000 metric tons
annually, according to the Malaysian Palm Oil Board.

Execution, however, is constrained by infrastructure.
Most of Malaysia's 34 blending depots are configured
for B10 and upgrading them to support higher blends
will take one to two years and require roughly USD 151
million). The scale of transition is significant, affecting
around one million diesel vehicles nationwide. [The
Star] [Channel News Asia]

Malaysia: Minister urges clarity on probe
into alleged corporate influence network
and anti-graft agency involvement

(dqgl) Malaysia’s digital minister Gobind Singh Deo has
called for clearer updates on an investigation into
claims that a group of businessmen, dubbed a
“corporate mafia,” colluded with anti-corruption
officials to pressure corporate executives out of
positions. He urged police, the anti-graft agency, and
the securities regulator to disclose progress, including
whether key individuals have been questioned,
stressing transparency amid nearly two months of
Cabinet-ordered investigations.

Authorities have so far found no evidence implicating
the anti-corruption agency, while separate scrutiny
continues over earlier allegations involving its
leadership. The case also raises potential concerns
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over market manipulation and share transfers under
coercive influence.

The case has unfolded amid heightened scrutiny of
Malaysia's anti-corruption agency, following earlier
Bloomberg reports in February questioning senior
MACC leadership, including its chief commissioner
Azam Baki, over alleged conflicts of interest. Both
MACC and Azam have denied wrongdoing.

In April, the government announced that former High
Court judge Abdul Halim Aman would succeed Azam as
MACC chief upon the end of his term on May 12, a
transition seen as part of efforts to restore institutional
confidence. [The Straits Times]

Myanmar: Aung San Suu Kyi receives
further sentence reduction

(dqgl) Aung San Suu Kyi has received another partial
reduction in her prison sentence as part of a broader
amnesty and sentence-adjustment measure
announced by the country’s authorities to mark last
week’s Buddhist Full Moon Day of Kasone.

The latest adjustment reduces her remaining sentence
by one-sixth, bringing it to 18 years and nine months.
She has been in detention since the military takeover
in February 2021 and has since been convicted in
multiple cases that resulted in a cumulative 35-year
sentence. A similar reduction had already been
granted during the mid-April Thingyan New Year
amnesty.

The sentence adjustment for Suu Kyi was issued
alongside a wider pardon package covering 1,508
domestic prisoners and 11 foreign nationals, as well as
a general one-sixth reduction for eligible inmates
convicted before April 30. The measures form part of a
recurring pattern of amnesty announcements linked to
major Buddhist holidays. [The Irrawaddy]

At the same time, Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved
from prison custody to house arrest at a designated
residence, according to state media reports, marking a
notable change in her detention status more than five
years after the 2021 military takeover that removed
her elected government. State-run MRTV reported that
the remaining portion of her sentence has been
commuted to be served under house arrest conditions,
describing the arrangement as taking place at a
specified residence. [Reuters]
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However, members of her legal team report no official
confirmation of the transfer and say they are unable to
verify her location or condition due to continued denial
of access. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Award-winning writer arrested

(dqgl) Prominent Myanmar writer U Tin Nyunt—
recipient of the National Literary Award—has been
arrested in alongside his son and a bookseller, in a
case linked to the online sale of politically themed
books published during the previous civilian
administration.

The case centers on three books published between
2015 and 2020. Literary observers suggest the titles
carry political themes, though authorities have not
publicly detailed the specific content of concern.

U Tin Nyunt is a well-known figure in Myanmar's
literary community, with a career spanning decades as
an author, educator, and former newspaper editor. He
received national recognition in 2017 for his memoir
and has published more than 50 works across genres.
[Mizzima]

Myanmar: Militia checkpoint levies
intensify economic strain in Mandalay
Region

(dql) Residents and traders in Myingyan Township,
located in central Myanmar's Mandalay Region, are
facing increasing economic pressure due to reported
checkpoint-based fees and movement restrictions on
goods.

The measures are reportedly enforced by local militia
units linked to the Pyu Saw Htee network—pro-
government armed groups that emerged after the
2021 military takeover and often operate in
coordination with Myanmar's security forces in rural
and contested areas.

According to local sources and transport operators,
essential goods entering the township are subject to
systematic checkpoint levies, including around MMK
10,000 (USD 4.8) per bag of rice and MMK 5,000 (USD
2.4) for items such as cooking oil and other staples,
alongside entry fees of MMK 2,000-3,000 (USD 1.0-1.4)
per person. Transport costs have reportedly doubled
to about MMK 40,000 (USD 19.2) per trip, with
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additional reports of fuel restrictions and
confiscations.

Beyond these charges, residents cite broader controls
on the movement of goods, including long-standing
restrictions on fuel, electronics, and solar equipment—
measures that are particularly significant in rural areas
with limited electricity access. [Mizzzima]

Myanmar: Airstrikes on resistance-held
town highlight continued contest over
strategic Thai border hub

(dql) Military aircraft carried out two airstrikes on April
26 targeting Mawdaung, a town under Karen National
Union (KNU) control in Tanintharyi Region, dropping
six 250-pound bombs on residential areas, according
to local reports. The strikes occurred in two separate
waves and hit villages within the town area.

Mawdaung is located in southern Myanmar's
Tanintharyi Region, near the border with Thailand, and
functions as a key cross-border trade gateway via the
Singkhon Pass into Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. The
town has significant economic and logistical
importance due to its position along border trade
routes linking Myanmar and Thailand.

The area came under KNU-aligned control in
November 2025 after being seized from military forces,
ending decades of previous government presence.
Since then, the town has remained under the
administration of the KNU and allied forces, while also
becoming a focal point of ongoing military pressure.

Local sources indicate that the military has attempted
multiple ground operations to regain access to the
town but has been unable to break through resistance
positions along surrounding road networks. In
response, airstrikes have increasingly been used
against areas in and around Mawdaung. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Airstrikes in Chin State kill
civilians amid intensified military
campaign

(dqgl) At least 11 civilians were killed in a series of aerial
bombardments on Kyin Dway Town in Kanpetlet
Township, southern Chin State, as Myanmar's military
intensifies operations aimed at reasserting control
over contested areas in the region.
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According to the Chin People’s Union/Army (CPU/CPA),
junta fighter jets carried out consecutive strikes on
April 29 and 30 targeting the Kyin Dway Bridge, a key
civilian transport and trade link. The CPU/CPA rejected
claims from pro-military sources that the bridge had
military significance, stating that those present were
unarmed civilians involved in infrastructure repair
work.

The strikes come amid broader military activity in Chin
State and adjacent areas, with observers describing an
effort by the regime to disrupt supply routes and
isolate resistance-controlled zones. This escalation
follows reports of increased ground operations,
including the capture of Falam town, northern Chin
State, in late April and the deployment of additional
artillery units to nearby villages. [Mizzima 1] [Mizzima
2]

Meanwhile, a sharp escalation in military operations in
Myingyan Township, located in central Myanmar's
Mandalay Region has reportedly resulted in the deaths
of more than 10 children between April 20 and 27,
amid intensified airstrikes and ground artillery fire.
[Mizzima 3]

Myanmar: Military establishes new base
in Magway Region hub

(dqgl) More than 200 Myanmar military troops have
occupied Kangyi village in Saw Township, Magway
Region in central Myanmar, establishing what
residents describe as a permanent position at a
strategically important junction linking central
Myanmar with Chin State and Rakhine State.

According to local reports, the deployment began on
April 25 when around 100 soldiers from Artillery
Regiment 368 moved into the village, followed shortly
by a second contingent of roughly equal size arriving
by truck. The troops have since taken control of the
main intersection and surrounding structures,
effectively halting civilian and commercial traffic
through the area.

Kangyi village lies along a key logistics route connecting
Saw Township with nearby Kyaukhtu and Mindat in
Chin State, making it an important supply corridor for
the movement of food and goods between the central
dry zone and upland communities. Residents report
that transport activity has largely stopped since the
occupation, with no vehicles currently able to pass
through the area. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Resistance forces seize military
camp after prolonged fighting

(dql) Revolutionary armed groups have captured the
Aung Chan Thar village camp in Kalewa Township,
northwestern Sagaing Region, following a 10-day battle
that concluded on April 25, according to local
resistance sources.

The facility, described as a strategic outpost for military
and local control functions, was taken by a coalition of
People's Defence Forces (PDF), which said the position
had been regarded by the military as a heavily fortified
site in the area.

Following the loss of the site, surviving military
personnel are reported to have withdrawn toward
nearby Sin Aing Ma village, an area associated with
pro-military militia presence. While active combat has
temporarily subsided in the immediate vicinity, both
sides are reportedly maintaining positions in
surrounding areas, leaving tensions in the township
elevated.

Sagaing Region has been one of the most active
theatres of armed conflict since the 2021 military
takeover, with frequent clashes between resistance
groups and junta forces across rural townships and
transport corridors. [Mizzima]

Philippines: House panel advances Sara
Duterte impeachment case

(ms) The impeachment case against Philippine Vice
President Sara Duterte continuous to move forward
after the House justice committee unanimously
approved its report finding sufficient grounds to
pursue charges against her. All 55 committee members
present voted in favor on May 4, clearing the way for a
full House vote expected in the week of May 11.

The case now turns on whether at least one-third of
the 318-member House, or 106 lawmakers, endorse
the articles of impeachment and transmit them to the
Senate. Supporters expect a far larger majority, with
lawmaker Terry Ridon saying the count could reach
around 215 votes. If transmitted, the Senate would sit
as an impeachment court, with proceedings expected
as early as May and a possible trial in June.

The charges are serious and unusually broad.
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Duterte is accused of misusing PHP 612.5 million (USD
10.5 million) in confidential funds, failing to declare
assets and unexplained wealth, allegedly bribing
Department of Education officials, and making death
threats against President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., First
Lady Liza Araneta-Marcos and former House speaker
Martin Romualdez. Duterte was not only vice president
but also education secretary from 2022 to 2024. The
Department of Education is one of the largest and
most politically important agencies in the Philippines,
giving her control over education funds, including
confidential funds, a central issue in the impeachment
case.

The confidential funds charge focuses allegedly
misused during her tenure in national office. Such
funds are sensitive because they are intended for
security-related or intelligence-type purposes and are
subject to less public scrutiny than ordinary program
spending. Critics have long questioned why civilian
agencies such as the Department of Education should
receive confidential funds at all. In Duterte's case, the
allegation is not only that the funds were improperly
used, but that they formed part of a broader pattern of
weak accountability around offices she controlled.

The most explosive allegation stems from a November
23, 2024 Zoom press conference. Duterte, visibly angry
over the detention of her former chief of staff Zuleika
Lopez by the House, said she had ordered someone to
kill Marcos, the First Lady and Romualdez if she herself
were killed. She repeated that she was serious. The
National Bureau of Investigation later told the House
justice committee that Duterte had in fact hired an
assassin to carry out the threat against Marcos.
Investigators also said the video was authentic and had
not been edited or manipulated by artificial
intelligence.

The wealth allegations add a second major line of
attack. Ridon cited documentary evidence and bank
records presented during hearings, including alleged
total transactions of PHP 6.77 billion (USD 116 million)
linked to Duterte and her husband. These reportedly
included PHP 4.4 billion (USD 75 million) in inflows,
PHP 1.5 billion (USD 26 million) in outflows not
reflected in asset declarations, and PHP 2.8 billion
(USD 48 million) in remaining balances allegedly left
undeclared. These claims are politically damaging
because Philippine officials are required to file
statements of assets, liabilities and net worth, a basic
anti-corruption tool meant to show whether public
officials’ wealth matches their declared income.

The committee process ran from early March through
late April. Lawmakers first examined the formal and



substantive sufficiency of the complaints, then gave
Duterte a chance to respond on March 16. Three
clarification hearings followed: on confidential funds
and former aide Ramil Madriaga’s testimony on April
14, on wealth and asset declarations on April 22, and
on the alleged threats against officials on April 29.
Duterte and her lawyers boycotted the hearings while
challenging the House process before the Supreme
Court.

Her defense says it will participate fully if the case
reaches the Senate, without abandoning its Supreme
Court petition. The boycott has allowed the House to
document that Duterte was repeatedly called and
given an opportunity to appear, but chose not to
attend.

The political context is the collapse of the 2022
“UniTeam” alliance between Marcos and Duterte. Their
families jointly won the presidency and vice
presidency, but have since become rival power
centers. Duterte has also announced plans to run for
president in 2028, making the impeachment outcome
potentially decisive: a Senate conviction could remove
her from office and permanently bar her from future
public office.

The process has also been accompanied by pressure
and disinformation. Pro-Duterte bloggers circulated a
list of lawmakers supposedly withdrawing support for
impeachment, but Ridon said the list was fake, noting
that it included “Bier Rodriguez”, a name matching no
House member. The named lawmakers ultimately
voted for the committee report.

The Senate is now the key uncertainty. Senate
President Vicente Sotto Ill said the chamber is
constitutionally required to convene as an
impeachment court once it receives the articles.
Former Senate president Aquilino Pimentel Il warned
that any attempt to block the process could trigger a
leadership fight. Senator Panfilo Lacson said senators
must act “like judges” and avoid appearing partisan.

The timing of the potential trial is further complicated
by Duterte’s approved foreign travel from May 2 to 15,
covering the Netherlands, South Korea, Belgium,
Germany and the United Kingdom. The trip means she
may be outside the Philippines when the House votes
on the impeachment articles. Part of the itinerary is
politically sensitive because it reportedly includes a
visit to her father, former president Rodrigo Duterte,
who is sitting in Den Hague awaiting an trial for his
“war on drugs.” [ABS-CBN 1] [ABS-CBN 2] [Inquirer 1]
[Inquirer 2] [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2] [PhilStar 3] [PhilStar
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4] [PhilStar 5] [PhilStar 6] [PhilStar 7] [PhilStar 8]
[PhilStar 9] [PhilStar 10] [Rappler]

Philippines: Duterte remains frontrunner
but two rivals narrow 2028 race

(ms) Sara Duterte remains one of the strongest early
contenders for the 2028 Philippine presidential
election, but new Pulse Asia head-to-head polling
shows two possible vulnerabilities: Senator Raffy Tulfo
is statistically tied with her, while former vice president
and Naga City Mayor Leni Robredo has cut Duterte's
lead to single digits.

In the February 27-March 2 Pulse Asia survey, Duterte
and Tulfo each received 46 percent in a direct
matchup. Tulfo led Duterte in Balance Luzon - the
provinces of the main island of Luzon outside the
capital region - by 72 percent to 19 percent, and
narrowly led among upper- and middle-class voters by
49 percent to 29 percent. Duterte remained dominant
in Mindanao, the southern island group where her
family has governed for decades and which forms the
core of her political base, by 90 percent to 9 percent,
and led in the Visayas by 64 percent to 32 percent. In
Metro Manila, the two were tied at 42 percent each.

Robredo also performed more strongly than in earlier
surveys. In a separate head-to-head matchup, Duterte
led her by 51 percent to 43 percent, an eight-point
margin. Robredo led in Balance Luzon by 67 percent to
26 percent and narrowly in Metro Manila by 42 percent
to 41 percent, while Duterte dominated Mindanao by
93 percent to 6 percent and led in the Visayas by 67
percent to 31 percent. The survey had 1,200
respondents and a margin of error of +2.8 percentage
points.

The results update the early 2028 map. Duterte
remains the most durable candidate, especially outside
Luzon and among lower-income voters. But the idea
that she is unbeatable is weaker. Robredo has become
more competitive in a direct anti-Duterte matchup,
while Tulfo appears capable of challenging Duterte
without relying on the same reformist-liberal base as
Robredo.

Tulfo is the more disruptive variable. He is a senator
and one of the Philippines' best-known media
personalities, having built national recognition over
decades through public-service broadcasting and
complaint-driven television programs in which
ordinary citizens brought grievances - against corrupt
officials, negligent landlords, abusive employers - and
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Tulfo intervened on air to resolve them. For millions of
Filipinos, he is not primarily a politician but a proven
fixer, someone who gets things done for people the
state ignores. His political appeal is populist rather
than ideological: he is not identified with the old liberal
opposition, but with visibility, grievance politics and
direct intervention in everyday problems. That makes
him potentially dangerous for Duterte, because he can
compete for anti-establishment and lower-middle-class
voters without carrying Robredo's explicitly anti-
Duterte brand.

The poll was commissioned by Senator Juan Miguel
Zubiri, who said regular polling helps identify which
possible candidates are gaining ground and what kind
of leadership voters are seeking. The results are early
and hypothetical, but they matter because Philippine
presidential races are shaped by alliances long before
formal candidacies are declared.

That is where Robredo remains relevant. She ran
against Marcos in the 2022 presidential election,
finishing second in a race widely seen as a referendum
on the Duterte years - her campaign drew enormous
crowds but ultimately could not overcome the Marcos-
Duterte alliance that swept that election. Since then
she has returned to local politics as mayor of her home
city of Naga, positioning herself outside the traditional
Manila-centered opposition while remaining the
clearest symbol of the anti-Duterte camp for many
voters. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. cannot run
again in 2028 because Philippine presidents are
constitutionally limited to a single six-year term.
Marcos therefore needs either an allied successor or a
candidate capable of preventing the Duterte camp
from returning to the presidency. His February
meeting with Robredo in Naga, though officially denied
as political, fueled speculation that parts of the anti-
Duterte establishment may see her as a viable
coalition figure despite their very different political
origins.

Duterte has already announced her intention to run in
2028. That gives the ongoing impeachment case
against her a direct electoral dimension. If convicted by
the Senate, she could be removed from office and
permanently barred from holding public office,
eliminating the clearest Duterte path back to the
presidency. If she survives, the anti-Duterte camp faces
a strategic choice: consolidate behind Robredo as the
clearest reformist alternative, or watch whether Tulfo's
populist appeal turns him into the stronger non-
Duterte challenger - one who might win precisely
because he does not look like the opposition. [GMA
News] [PhilStar]
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Philippines: Duterte ICC trial moves
toward first status conference

(ms) The International Criminal Court will hold its first
status conference in the crimes against humanity case
against former Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte on
May 27, marking the next procedural step after judges
confirmed the charges linked to his violent anti-drug
campaign.

Trial Chamber Ill, composed of British judge Joanna
Korner, South Korean judge Keebong Paek and French
judge Nicolas Guillou, ordered the prosecution,
defense and registry to file submissions by May 15.
These must address trial preparations, expected
evidence, agreed facts, language issues, disclosures,
opening statements, pending motions and victim
participation. The hearing will be livestreamed with a
30-minute delay.

Korner, a former Crown Court judge in England and
Wales, will preside over the chamber. She has more
than four decades of criminal law experience and
previously advised Bosnia and Herzegovina's chief
prosecutor during the creation of a war crimes section.
Her appointment signals that the case has moved from
pre-trial litigation toward trial management.

Duterte faces crimes against humanity charges over
killings linked to his anti-drug campaign. Prosecutors
argue the campaign formed part of a widespread or
systematic attack against civilians. The defense says
the case misreads Duterte’s political rhetoric and
argues that public statements cited by prosecutors
were hyperbole rather than proof of a coordinated
criminal policy.

The defense is also seeking permission to appeal the
April 23 decision confirming the charges. Lawyer
Nicholas Kaufman argues that the pre-trial chamber
used an overly flexible formulation of the charges and
failed to clearly connect factual findings to evidence. If
leave is granted, the defense can bring those issues
before the ICC Appeals Chamber. [East Asia Forum]
[PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Philippines: Fugitive ex-lawmaker Co
seeks asylum in France

(ms) Fugitive former lawmaker Zaldy Co has slipped
out of Czech custody and is now seeking political
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asylum in France, frustrating Philippine efforts to bring
him home to face graft and malversation charges
linked to a major flood control scandal.

Co, a former Ako Bicol party-list representative, is
wanted over alleged corruption in a PHP 289.5 million
(USD 5 million) substandard flood control project in
Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. The Sandiganbayan anti-
graft court issued arrest warrants against him in
November 2025, and his Philippine passport was
canceled the following month. He is one of the highest-
profile fugitives in a wider infrastructure corruption
issue that has become politically sensitive for the
Marcos administration.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. had announced in April
that Co had been detained in Prague, raising
expectations that he could soon be returned to the
Philippines. But Czech authorities had only held him
over immigration violations. He was later released
because there was no international arrest warrant or
Interpol Red Notice obliging Czech authorities to detain
him for extradition.

The failure exposed a procedural gap. The Philippines
requested an Interpol Red Notice against Co in
November 2025, but it has not yet been issued. Justice
Secretary Fredderick Vida said Manila is now
overhauling the application and has submitted
additional records from the Commission on Audit,
Office of the Ombudsman and Sandiganbayan to show
that the charges are also recognizable under European
legal standards.

Palace officials say Co is no longer in the Czech
Republic and that reliable information indicates he is
seeking asylum in France on grounds of political
persecution. [Inquirer] [PhilStar]

Singapore: Main opposition party
reprimands party secretary Pritam Singh
but keeps him in place

(ms) Singapore’s opposition Workers' Party (WP) has
issued a formal reprimand to its secretary-general
Pritam Singh, ending an internal disciplinary process
triggered by his criminal conviction for lying to a
parliamentary committee. The sanction leaves Singh in
place as party chief and does not prevent him from
seeking re-election to the party leadership later this
year.

The case began in 2021, when then-WP lawmaker
Raeesah Khan falsely told Parliament that she had
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accompanied a rape survivor to a police station where
the survivor was mistreated by officers. The story was
fabricated. Khan later admitted the lie and resigned. A
parliamentary Committee of Privileges then
investigated whether senior WP leaders knew about
the falsehood and how they handled it.

Singh's legal problem was not Khan's original lie, but
his own testimony to the committee. Prosecutors
accused him of falsely denying that he had guided
Khan to maintain the false account instead of
correcting it earlier. He was convicted on two counts of
lying to the committee and fined SGD 7,000 (USD
5,200) on each count. His appeal was dismissed by the
High Court in December 2025. Because each fine was
below Singapore’s disqualification threshold of SGD
10,000 (USD 7,400) per offence, Singh kept his
parliamentary seat and remained eligible for elections.

The political consequences were still serious. In
January 2026, Parliament voted that Singh was
unsuitable to remain Leader of the Opposition, a
formal role created after the WP's strong 2020 election
result. Prime Minister Lawrence Wong then removed
him from the post. The role is not constitutionally
entrenched; it is designated by the government and
carries resources, staff support and access to briefings.
The WP refused Wong's invitation to nominate another
MP, leaving the post vacant.

The WP's internal review found that Singh breached
two articles of the party constitution, including duties
of honesty and party discipline. But the party
leadership said he had not intended to act against the
party’s principles or welfare and treated his conduct as
a matter of judgment calls. Chair Sylvia Lim, vice-chair
Faisal Manap and Singh recused themselves from the
decision. [Channel News Asia] [The Online Citizen] [The
Straits Times]

Singapore: Court convicts three women
over Palestine letter walk

(ms) Singapore’s High Court has overturned the
acquittal of three women involved in a group walk to
deliver pro-Palestinian letters to the Prime Minister’s
Office, convicting each under the Public Order Act and
imposing fines of SGD 3,000 (USD 2,340).

The case arose from a February 2024 “Letters for
Palestine” action, when about 70 people walked from
Plaza Singapura mall to the Istana, the presidential
compound that also houses the Prime Minister's
Office. Participants carried umbrellas with watermelon
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motifs, a symbol of Palestinian solidarity, and intended
to deliver letters to then-prime minister Lee Hsien
Loong.

Singapore tightly regulates public assemblies and
processions, especially when they concern political
causes, foreign conflicts or sensitive state locations.
Public demonstrations generally require police
permission, and unauthorized assemblies can be
treated as offences even if they are peaceful and
involve no violence or disruption. This is particularly
strict around protected areas such as the Istana, the
presidential compound that also houses the Prime
Minister's Office. Under the Public Order Act,
organizing a procession in a prohibited place can carry
up to six months in prison, a fine of up to SGD 10,000
(USD 7,800), or both.

A district court had acquitted Mossammad Sobikun
Nahar, Siti Amirah Mohamed Asrori and Annamalai
Kokila Parvathi in October 2025. The judge accepted
that the walk legally amounted to a procession, but
found prosecutors had not proven the women knew,
or should have known, that the route passed through a
prohibited area. He noted the lack of visible warning
signs, previous similar walks without prosecution and
evidence that the group had been peaceful and
cooperative.

The High Court disagreed. Justice See Kee Oon found
that the women ought reasonably to have made
enquiries that would have shown the route was
covered by a prohibition order. The ruling therefore
turns less on public disorder than on legal
responsibility to check restrictions before organizing a
political procession.

The case matters because it shows how narrow
Singapore’s space for public political action remains.
Even a peaceful letter delivery can become a criminal
offence if it is treated as an unauthorized procession in
a restricted area. [The Online Citizen]

Singapore: Corruption cases fall to record
low

(ms) Singapore recorded 68 new corruption cases in
2025, the lowest level since records began in 2010,
according to the Corrupt Practices Investigation
Bureau (CPIB). The figure was down from 75 cases in
2024, while corruption-related reports fell from 177 to
160.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jri/

The cases were overwhelmingly private-sector related.
Of the 90 people prosecuted for CPIB-investigated
offences in 2025, 84 came from the private sector and
six from public-sector bodies, including the National
Environment Agency, Singapore Armed Forces,
Singapore Civil Defence Force and Singapore Prison
Service. CPIB said construction, manufacturing,
transportation and storage remained the private-
sector areas most exposed to corruption over the past
decade.

The conviction rate also rose. CPIB reported a 91
percent conviction rate when withdrawn cases were
included, up from 88 percent in 2024. Excluding
withdrawn cases, the conviction rate was 100 percent.
The bureau said it will now report the broader figure
including withdrawals to give a more accurate picture.

The numbers reinforce Singapore’s international
reputation for strict anti-corruption enforcement.
Transparency International ranked Singapore the
world's third least corrupt country in its 2025
Corruption Perceptions Index, with a score of 84 out of
100, and the best-performing country in Asia-Pacific.
Singapore also ranked second out of 143 countries for
absence of corruption in government in the World
Justice Project’s 2025 Rule of Law Index. [Channel News
Asia] [The Online Citizen]

Singapore: Tripartite council set up to
manage Al job disruption

(ms) Singapore has formed a Tripartite Jobs Council to
coordinate worker training and job redesign as
artificial intelligence begins changing tasks across the
economy.

The new body brings together the Ministry of
Manpower, the National Trades Union Congress and
the Singapore National Employers Federation. It will be
co-chaired by Manpower Minister Tan See Leng, NTUC
secretary-general Ng Chee Meng and SNEF president
Tan Hee Teck. Its role is to centralize support for
companies adopting Al, identify jobs at risk and
connect workers to training or transition support.

The council will focus on three areas: helping firms
redesign work as they introduce Al, providing broad
and sector-specific training, and increasing public
awareness of available upskilling schemes. It will also
work alongside the National Al Council, chaired by
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, which is pushing Al
adoption in advanced manufacturing, transport,
finance and healthcare.
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The move responds to uneven Al adoption. A
Manpower Ministry survey of 2,560 companies found
that 70 percent had not yet adopted Al at work. Among
firms that had changed operations, 6.2 percent
reported cutting headcount, while 18.9 percent said
they were redesigning roles or creating new Al-related
jobs. SMEs remain far behind larger companies, with Al
adoption at 14.5 percent in 2024 compared with more
than 60 percent among larger firms.

The government is also expanding practical support.
Singapore aims to train 100,000 workers to be “Al
bilingual” by 2029, meaning able to use Al tools to
solve workplace problems and redesign processes.
Selected SkillsFuture Al courses will include six months
of access to premium Al tools, while NTUC members
will get discounts on more than 20 Al tools from May.

The policy signal is clear: Singapore will not try to
freeze existing jobs, but to manage displacement
before it becomes mass unemployment. The test is
whether training reaches older workers, fresh
graduates and SMEs fast enough to narrow the gap
between firms that benefit from Al and workers whose
roles are being automated. [Bloomberg] [The Online
Citizen]

Thailand: Conservative coalition party
denies merger talks after leadership shift

(Im) Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), a conservative
party founded in 2018 as the political vehicle for
former military coup leader and Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha, has denied rumors that it will merge with
the ruling Bhumijaithai Party of Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul. PPRP Secretary-General Yutthana
Sritabut said the two parties are only cooperating as
coalition partners and that PPRP will continue its own
activities after former leader Prawit Wongsuwon, a
former army chief and longtime power broker, stepped
back from active politics while remaining an adviser.

The denial comes as PPRP seeks to reorganize after a
sharp decline in parliamentary strength. The party won
116 seats in the 2019 election, fell to 44 seats in 2023,
and was reduced to five seats in the February 8 general
election as conservative support consolidated around
Bhumijaithai. PPRP has appointed a younger director, is
preparing internal restructuring, and plans to relocate
its headquarters to reflect its smaller parliamentary
presence. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Government signals shift on
Clean Air Bill ahead of deadline

(Im) Thailand's government has signaled a possible
shift on the long-delayed Clean Air Bill, after the chief
government whip said on May 4 that the cabinet was
expected to endorse the draft before a May 12 legal
deadline, allowing it to remain in the parliamentary
process. [Bangkok Post 1]

The deadline stems from Thailand's legislative carry-
over rules: because the bill had already passed
through earlier parliamentary stages before the
previous House was dissolved, the new cabinet must
formally ask Parliament to continue considering it
within 60 days of the first sitting of the new House. If
the cabinet does not do so by the deadline, the bill
lapses and the legislative process would have to restart
from the beginning.

The chief whip's statement is therefore politically
significant because it suggests the government may no
longer allow the broader Clean Air Bill to die
procedurally, despite Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul's earlier position that the government
would support only a version drafted by his ruling
Bhumijaithai Party [see AIR No. 17, April/2026, 4].

The bill aims to address air pollution and PM2.5 fine
dust, a major public health concern in Thailand, and
would require cabinet confirmation before moving to a
joint parliamentary sitting, where 350 votes would be
needed. Opposition lawmakers from the People’s Party
had urged the cabinet to act at its May 5 meeting and
warned that, without a decision, they would summon
the cabinet secretary-general to explain the delay. Civil
society groups have also pressed for stronger clean-air
legislation, backed by 26,500 public signatures and
recent rallies at Parliament, while warning against a
watered-down version without substantive
enforcement measures. [Bangkok Post 2]

The central unresolved question is whether the cabinet
will revive the broader multi-party draft, which includes
stronger controls on pollution sources, decentralized
enforcement, supply-chain traceability, and the
“polluter pays” principle, or advance a narrower
Bhumjaithai-backed version focused mainly on
enforcement within the existing legal framework.

Thailand: Election agency prepares for
major local polls amid unresolved ballot
secrecy case
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(Im) The Election Commission (EC) says it is ready to
hold simultaneous local elections on June 28 for the
governor and council of Bangkok, the capital and
largest city, and the mayor of Pattaya, a major coastal
city in Chon Buri province southeast of Bangkok. The
terms of the Bangkok governor and Bangkok
Metropolitan Council members expire on May 21,
though the governor may remain in a caretaker role.
Incumbent Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt, who
won the 2022 election by a landslide, has not yet
confirmed whether he will run again. [Bangkok Post 1]

The preparations come while the EC remains involved
in a major unresolved case before the Constitutional
Court concerning the use of barcodes and QR codes on
ballot papers in the February 8 election. The case was
brought by the Ombudsman after it received 21
complaints alleging that the codes could allow voters
to be identified or linked to their ballot choices,
potentially violating constitutional requirements that
voting be direct and secret. The EC asked the court to
expand its witness list on April 24, after previously
submitting witnesses on April 17, and the court has
ordered additional witnesses to submit written
testimony within 15 days. [Bangkok Post 2]

In updates related to the Bangkok race, the main
opposition People’s Party (PP) has denied speculation
that it had reached a political deal with Chadchart.
Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut said
recently there had been no behind-the-scenes
negotiations or constituency-sharing arrangements,
while emphasizing that the PP would present its own
governor candidate and council slate. The PP is
expected to announce its candidate on May 5, with
unconfirmed reports pointing to party MP and deputy
party leader Chaiwat Sthawornwichit as a possible
nominee. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Constitutional Court to rule on
challenge to military conscription law

(Im) The Constitutional Court is scheduled to rule on
May 12 on whether provisions of Thailand's Military
Service Act of 1954, the law governing compulsory
military service, violate constitutional protections for
rights, freedoms, and freedom of religion or belief.

The case was brought by activist Netiwit
Chotiphatphaisal through the Samut Prakan Provincial
Court after he refused to participate in the annual
military draft in April 2024 as an act of civil
disobedience. He was later charged with evading
conscription, indicted in mid-2025, and released on
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bail. Netiwit argues that mandatory conscription
infringes fundamental rights, is discriminatory, and
should be replaced by voluntary enlistment. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Senate weighs further vetting of
Constitutional Court nominee

(Im) Thailand’s Senate is set to decide whether to
establish a special committee to further vet a nominee
for the Constitutional Court, after questions were
raised over his qualifications and the selection process
following the retirement of the court’s president.

The selection panel nominated Chakrapong
Wiwatwanich, a lecturer at the Police Cadet Academy,
for Senate approval, but concerns emerged over
whether the process should proceed while some
institutional positions involved in the broader
appointment framework remain vacant. The panel
rejected a request to delay the nomination, arguing
that the constitution and the organic law on
Constitutional Court procedures allow remaining panel
members to continue their work even if certain posts,
such as House speaker or opposition leader, are
vacant.

The nominee also faces scrutiny over whether he
meets the constitutional requirement of being an
expert in political science or public administration with
at least five years' experience as a university professor.
An anonymous complaint alleged that his background
was in law rather than public administration and
questioned the evidence supporting his professorial
appointment. In response, he said he had been
appointed professor at the Police Cadet Academy in
2007, before the current law governing the academy
entered into force, and that the academy at the time
offered public administration as its field of study. He
also cited a master's degree and academic publications
in public administration. The selection panel voted six
to two that he met the constitutional qualifications,
leaving the Senate to determine whether further
scrutiny is needed before a final approval decision.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Former prime minister granted
parole, formal party role denied

(Im) Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, one of
Thailand's most influential and polarizing political
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figures, has been approved for parole and is scheduled
for release from prison on May 11. Thaksin, who was
ousted in a 2006 military coup and later lived abroad
for years, returned to Thailand in 2023 and was
ultimately ordered by the Supreme Court on
September 9, 2025, to serve a one-year sentence for
abuse of authority and conflict of interest from his
time in office before the coup. [Bangkok Post 1]

The parole decision follows a long-running controversy
over whether Thaksin had served prison time during
an earlier prolonged stay in a VIP ward at the Police
General Hospital in 2023-2024. The Supreme Court
ruled that the hospital stay did not count toward his
sentence, resulting in his imprisonment at Klong Prem.
As of May 11, he will have served two-thirds of the
sentence, the threshold for parole eligibility, and will
remain under probation supervision until September,
including regular reporting and restrictions on
movement.

Officials initially said Thaksin would not have to wear
an electronic monitoring bracelet because he is over
70 and has underlying medical conditions, though later
reporting indicated that the requirement had been
raised in the parole process. Thaksin and his family
questioned why such a condition would apply to him,
while saying they would follow official procedures.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Pheu Thai Party leader and Labour Minister Julapun
Amornvivat said Thaksin will not take any formal
advisory role after his release. Pheu Thai is the main
successor party to the political movement Thaksin
founded through Thai Rak Thai, the party that
dominated elected politics before the 2006 coup.
Julapun described Thaksin as an ideological influence
within Pheu Thai but said the party is formally run by
its executive committee, while acknowledging that
Thaksin may still share informal views on economic
and political matters. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Opposition party restructures
after failing to join governing coalition

(Im) The Klatham Party, a Thai political party that won
60 seats in the February general election but remains
outside the governing coalition, has formally elevated
Thamanat Prompow, an influential political figure and
former cabinet minister, to party leader. The move is
intended to consolidate internal authority, limit
instability, and prepare the party for future political
opportunities. Narumon Pinyosinwat, the former party
leader, has become treasurer, while Secretary-General
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Pai Lik remains in place and a new 21-member
executive committee has been appointed.

The restructuring follows Klatham’s exclusion from the
Bhumijaithai-led governing coalition despite its sizeable
parliamentary bloc. After the election, Klatham had
been seen as a potential coalition participant, but the
new government was ultimately formed around
Bhumjaithai, its junior partner Pheu Thai, and smaller
parties, reportedly after Klatham'’s ministerial demands
became a sticking point.

Analysts view Thamanat's formal leadership as a way
to prevent defections while the party remains outside
government. The party is already closely identified with
him, making the leadership change more a
formalization of existing control than a major internal
break. Observers also describe Klatham as a potential
“standby” coalition partner: a party with enough
parliamentary weight to strengthen the government if
tensions emerge within the current coalition, especially
between Bhumijaithai and Pheu Thai.

Klatham's prospects are seen as depending mainly on
broader coalition dynamics, including the
government’s performance, possible fragmentation in
larger parties, and developments involving former
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Analysts said the
party could benefit from instability in Bhumijaithai or
further weakening of Pheu Thai, but remaining outside
government for a full term could limit its visibility,
resources, and momentum. Its weaker performance in
the party-list system compared with constituency
contests also means it will need broader national
appeal to become a major political force. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Rainmaking department
transfer controversy reaches anti-graft
and election bodies

(Im) The abrupt transfer and subsequent resignation of
Rachen Sillaparaya, former head of the Department of
Royal Rainmaking and Agricultural Aviation, has
escalated into political scrutiny after petitioners asked
the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and
the Election Commission (EC) to examine Agriculture
and Cooperatives Minister Suriya Juangroongruangkit's
fitness for office - a significant move that can
potentially lead to court referral, disqualification
proceedings, or pressure to resign.

The controversy centers on allegations that Suriya's
nephew attempted to interfere in the department’s
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operations. The department oversees royal rainmaking
operations, a weather-modification program rooted in
a royal initiative to alleviate drought and support
farmers, making perceptions of political interference
particularly sensitive. Rachen resigned after being
reassigned to an inspector-general post, a move widely
described as a demotion, and postponed plans to
petition Parliament while preparing documentation.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul subsequently
distanced himself from the controversy, referring
questions to Suriya, a senior figure in the Pheu Thai
Party, the second-largest party in Anutin’s coalition
government. Opposition figures said the case may be
pursued through parliamentary scrutiny if irregularities
are suspected, while the minister’s office defended the
reshuffle as based on suitability, complaints, and
possible misconduct, and said due process had been
followed. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Commerce minister faces
criticism over durian livestream strategy

(Im) Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister
Suphajee Suthumpun has faced political criticism over
the Commerce Ministry’s use of influencers and
livestreaming to promote durian sales, amid concerns
that Thailand's durian output could rise by about 33
percent this year and put pressure on farmgate prices.
The controversy centered on the ministry’'s support for
online campaigns, including low-priced promotional
durian sales, which critics described as a superficial
response to a deeper market-management problem.

Opponents argued that the government should focus
less on publicity-driven sales and more on structural
issues affecting growers and exporters, including
export procedures, grading, storage, processing, and
market access. Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
defended Suphajee and rejected calls for her
resignation, while the minister said her strategy is
intended to protect farmers by expanding direct sales,
promoting smaller “super mini” durians, developing
processed products, and opening more export
channels, including in China, South Korea, India, and
the United Arab Emirates. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Opposition presses government
over alleged oil hoarding and political-
business links
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(Im) Opposition leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut
has pressed Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to
explain the government's handling of alleged oil
hoarding linked to a businessman known as “Sia Tue,”
amid claims the case may involve grey-capital
networks, a Thai term often used for opaque or illicit
business networks linked to organized or transnational
crime.

The issue is politically sensitive because Transport
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Phiphat
Ratchakitprakarn, who has publicly acknowledged
knowing the businessman, had already faced scrutiny
over his role in the government's fuel-crisis response
due to his past and family-linked association with PTG
Energy, a major Thai fuel retailer operating PT petrol
stations. Thai reporting said Phiphat asked not to
oversee energy matters to avoid conflict-of-interest
allegations, and the government later moved to shift
the oil crisis center role to the finance minister.

The opposition linked the latest issue to inspections of
oil depots in Phetchaburi province, where officials
reportedly found irregularities including
interconnected pipelines, overlapping oversight by the
Customs and Excise departments, and questionable
sealing procedures. Natthaphong also cited an
investigation in Ang Thong province into alleged
stockpiling connected to Sia Tue’s network. Phiphat did
not attend the House sitting, and Deputy Transport
Minister Siripong Angkasakulkiat said the matter was
outside the Transport Ministry's jurisdiction but would
be relayed to the Prime Minister. [Bangkok Post 1]

Separately, the Department of Special Investigation
(DSI), a law-enforcement agency handling serious and
complex cases, said it had finished questioning nine
shipping-related companies as part of its probe into
irregular fuel transport linked to missing shipments to
southern Thailand. That investigation concerns 20
suspicious voyages by 12 oil tankers transporting fuel
from eastern refineries to depots in Surat Thani, a
southern province on the Gulf of Thailand. Authorities
estimate that 57 million to 60 million liters of oil went
missing at sea. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Corruption court reviews
decade of misconduct cases ahead of
anniversary

(Im) Thailand's Central Criminal Court for Corruption
and Misconduct Cases has released a performance
overview ahead of its tenth anniversary later this year,
reporting that it has handled 2,658 cases since opening
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on October 1, 2016, and completed 2,554
prosecutions, or 96.08 percent.

Most cases involved official misconduct under Section
157 of the Criminal Code, which concerns wrongful
exercise or neglect of official duties, followed by
embezzlement and false approval or issuance of
documents. The court also recently held an academic
forum on whether citizens may directly file lawsuits
against independent bodies such as the Election
Commission (EC), with speakers noting that such action
may be possible where a citizen is directly affected by
the body’s conduct. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government prepares
borrowing and relief measures as
economy weakens

(Im) Thailand's government is preparing a borrowing
plan of around THB 500 billion (USD 15 billion) to
support a weakening economy and finance new relief
measures, after the Finance Ministry and the Bank of
Thailand lowered their 2026 growth projections to
around 1.5 to 1.6 percent.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said the
government is drafting a loan decree within legal and
constitutional requirements, while officials cited
Section 172 of the Constitution, which allows
emergency decrees in urgent cases where no other
viable option exists. The discussions come as the
Middle East war has raised global energy prices,
weakened consumer confidence, and increased
pressure on domestic costs. [Bangkok Post 1]

The government is also accelerating its “Thais Helping
Thais Plus” program, a cost-of-living and consumption-
support scheme expected to benefit more than 30
million people. Under the program, eligible
participants would receive benefits worth THB 4,000
(USD 120), distributed as THB 1,000 (USD 30) per
month over four months, with the government
covering 60 percent of spending and individuals
contributing 40 percent. A related Commerce Ministry
rollout has expanded discounted essential goods to
more than 800 district offices nationwide, Thailand
Post distribution points, and online platforms for small
and medium-sized enterprise products. [Bangkok Post
2]

Energy stabilization is another part of the response.
The cabinet approved a plan allowing the Oil Fuel Fund
Office to borrow THB 20 billion (USD 600 million) to
increase liquidity in the QOil Fuel Fund, which subsidizes
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or stabilizes domestic fuel prices. The fund reported a
deficit of THB 53 billion (USD 1.59 billion) as of April 5,
including outstanding compensation debts to fuel
traders of around THB 56 billion (USD 1.68 billion). The
loan is intended to help prevent domestic fuel
shortages and moderate retail fuel prices between
June and August 2026. [Bangkok Post 3]

Despite these pressures, Bank of Thailand Governor
Vitai Ratanakorn said Thailand is not currently facing
stagflation, meaning the combination of weak growth
and persistently high inflation. The central bank
expects headline inflation to average 2.9 percent in
2026, mainly due to global energy prices, before easing
to 1.5 percent in 2027. Officials said inflation is not
expected to be broad-based or prolonged because
demand remains weak, household and small-business
balance sheets are fragile, and there are no clear signs
of a wage-price spiral. [Bangkok Post 4]

A separate, recent nationwide survey underlined the
scale of household strain. Conducted from April 28 to
May 1 among 1,264 respondents, it found that 88.31
percent reported financial stress and only 11.69
percent said they could maintain a normal standard of
living. If income were suddenly lost, 78.62 percent said
they could survive for no more than six months, while
65.09 percent said they could last no more than three
months. Most respondents said they would rely first on
themselves or family during a financial shock, while
only 3.44 percent would turn first to government
assistance. Nearly all respondents feared effects on
mental health, physical health, family relationships,
and future prospects, while 90.67 percent said working
hard no longer guarantees a better life. [Bangkok Post
5]

Thailand: Central bank holds rate for first
after six cuts as rating agency expects
weaker banking outlook

(Im) The Bank of Thailand (BoT), Thailand's central
bank, kept its key policy rate unchanged at 1.00
percent on April 29, pausing after six cuts between
October 2024 and February 2026 had reduced the rate
by a total of 150 basis points. The Monetary Policy
Committee said it was still assessing the impact of the
ongoing Middle East war, especially higher oil prices,
on growth, inflation, credit quality, and household
purchasing power. The BoT projected economic
growth of 1.5 percent in 2026 and 2.0 percent in 2027,
while headline inflation is expected to average 2.9
percent in 2026, driven mainly by global energy prices.
[Bangkok Post 1]
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The rate decision forms the monetary-policy backdrop
to Fitch Ratings’ weaker view of the Thai banking
sector. The major international credit rating agency
expects Thailand's banking sector outlook to
deteriorate in 2026 despite solid first-quarter earnings
among the country’s six domestic systemically
important banks. Fitch said weaker economic
prospects, thinner net interest margins, and reduced
borrower repayment capacity are likely to weigh on
earnings and asset quality.

Fitch said the full impact of earlier BoT rate cuts has
not yet been reflected in bank margins, while recent
fee-income gains may be difficult to sustain if the
economy weakens. Asset quality remained stable in
the first quarter, with the average impaired-loan ratio
of the six major banks unchanged at 3.7 percent from
the end of 2025, but Fitch expects non-performing
loans to rise slightly during the rest of 2026, though
remaining below 4 percent. Small and medium-sized
enterprises and unsecured retail borrowers are
expected to remain under the greatest pressure, while
high household debt, at 87 percent of gross domestic
product, continues to limit borrowers’ financial
flexibility. Fitch nevertheless said Thai banks retain
strong buffers, including high loan-loss coverage and
strong capital levels, while loan growth is expected to
remain very weak this year. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government intensifies push for
major transport corridor project as
scrutiny grows in parallel

(Im) Thailand is seeing the Land Bridge debate revive
after Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's government
picked up the long-running proposal again and
presented it as a strategic infrastructure priority. The
Land Bridge would connect the Gulf of Thailand and
the Andaman Sea through deep-sea ports in
Chumphon and Ranong linked by road and rail,
creating an overland transport corridor across
southern Thailand. The government argues that the
project could strengthen Thailand's role as a regional
logistics hub and reduce exposure to maritime
chokepoint risks, especially amid the war in the Middle
East, disruption around the Strait of Hormuz, and
possible future pressure on the Strait of Malacca [see
AR No. 17, April/2026, 4].

A central criticism is that the project’s evidence base
remains unclear or outdated. In response, Anutin
earlier this week appointed Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas to lead a committee tasked with
producing an updated study within 90 days. The review
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is intended to reassess earlier assumptions against
changed global conditions, including current maritime
security risks. Deputy Transport Minister Siripong
Angkasakulkiat also said the project would take around
10 years to complete, roughly when the Strait of
Malacca could reach traffic capacity, cited interest from
more than 400 companies, and said the government
expects the project to begin in 2030. The estimated
cost has been reported at around THB 900 billion to
THB 1 trillion (USD 26.1 billion to USD 29 billion).
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The updated study is important because current claims
about the project’s viability remain contested. The
government has cited a Department of Rail Transport
study suggesting an 11 percent national return, while
the National Economic and Social Development
Council (NESDC), Thailand's central planning agency,
clarified that it has not conducted a formal feasibility
study of the Land Bridge. The Thailand Development
Research Institute (TDRI), a Thai policy research
institute, has separately questioned whether the
project can generate sufficient returns, saying earlier
project material lacked clear details on revenue
sources, cost structure, port construction, land
reclamation, transit fees, and cargo-handling income.
This leaves ambiguity over which assumptions are
driving the current policy push and whether claims
about viability or non-viability rest on a complete
project assessment. [Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

That evidentiary gap feeds directly into the core
commercial question: whether shipping lines and
cargo owners would use the corridor under normal
conditions. Logistics voices argue that the Land Bridge
could strengthen Thailand's supply-chain resilience
during chokepoint disruptions, but warn that it may be
more expensive than direct shipping through the Strait
of Malacca because cargo would need to be unloaded,
transported across southern Thailand, and reloaded.
The Thai National Shippers' Council called for a
“demand first, build later” approach based on
confirmed cargo commitments, regional industrial
development, cost competitiveness, and seamless
integration between ports, rail, customs, and digital
logistics. Other business voices warned that the route
could be underused unless it develops a strong
industrial and cargo base, while supporters argued
that, if proven feasible, it could become a new
economic engine and help Thailand respond to global
trade disruptions.

Even if the economic case were strengthened,
environmental and local concerns remain a separate
obstacle, not least because the project could
undermine Thailand's proposed Andaman Marine


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jtk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jil/

Conservation Area, which has been submitted to the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) tentative list for possible
natural World Heritage status. The proposed area
covers more than 700,000 rai, equivalent to about
1,120 square kilometers, and includes six national
parks along the Andaman coast. Critics have also
questioned why the project’s Environmental and
Health Impact Assessment did not address the World
Heritage proposal. Southern community and business
representatives have raised concerns over impacts on
mangrove forests, marine ecosystems, tourism,
traditional livelihoods, land prices, local employment,
transparency, and possible foreign control of project-
linked businesses. [Bangkok Post 4]

Public opinion gives the government some room but
not a settled mandate. A National Institute of
Development Administration poll across 14 southern
provinces found majority support, with 34.21 percent
strongly supporting and 33.01 percent somewhat
supporting the project. However, 54.43 percent said
they had heard of the Land Bridge but understood it
only slightly, while environmental impact, effects on
communities, land expropriation, corruption risks, lack
of transparency, and long-term economic viability
ranked among the main concerns. [Bangkok Post 5]

Against this backdrop, the Senate was set to consider a
motion on May 5 calling on the government to
reconsider the project, while the opposition Democrat
Party has called for a parliamentary committee to
examine feasibility, transparency, and the speed at
which the plan is being advanced. [Bangkok Post 6]

Thailand: Government approves power
tariff and rooftop solar overhaul amid
criticism over cost structure

(Im) Thailand's National Energy Policy Council (NEPC),
the government'’s top energy policy body, has
approved an electricity tariff restructuring and rooftop
solar overhaul intended to reduce household power
bills and accelerate residential renewable energy
adoption. Under the new tariff structure, the first 200
units, meaning kilowatt-hours, of monthly household
electricity use will be priced below THB 3 (USD 0.09)
per unit, compared with the current May-August tariff
of THB 3.95 (USD 0.12) per unit, while households
using up to 500 units a month are also expected to
benefit from lower rates. The government says more
than 21 million households will see lower bills,
although higher-consuming households will face a
tiered structure as part of what Prime Minister Anutin
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Charnvirakul described as “fair burden-sharing.”
[Bangkok Post 1]

The solar measures remove a major previous obstacle
to residential rooftop adoption by expanding the quota
for household sales of surplus power to the grid.
Earlier sales had been capped at only 90 megawatts
nationwide; under the new framework, the quota will
expand by 500 megawatts per round and be renewed
continuously without an overall cap. Households will
be able to sell surplus electricity at THB 2.20 (USD 0.07)
per unit under 10-year power purchase agreements,
with applications expected to open after June.
Approval procedures are to be simplified through a
one-stop service operated by the Provincial Electricity
Authority or the Metropolitan Electricity Authority, with
self-consumption systems processed within seven days
and systems selling power to the grid within 30 days.

The government is also preparing financing schemes
to address high upfront installation costs, including
installment plans designed to keep monthly payments
below usual electricity bills. State utilities have also
been instructed to study a model under which they
would install rooftop systems free of charge for
households unable or unwilling to pay upfront, then
sell solar-generated electricity back to them at
discounted rates. The renewed solar push is linked to
energy security concerns caused by the Middle East
war, which has raised fuel costs for electricity
generation and increased pressure on Thailand to
reduce dependence on imported energy. [Bangkok
Post 2]

However, critics argue the plan does not yet resolve
deeper structural problems in Thailand's electricity
system. Former senator Rosana Tositrakul said the
tariff plan shifts costs among residential consumers
while leaving untouched issues such as availability
payments to private power producers, meaning
payments for contracted generating capacity even
when electricity is not actually produced, tariff
subsidies, and excess electricity reserves reportedly
exceeding demand by more than 50 percent. Energy
experts also warned that Thailand's current net billing
model remains less favorable than net metering
because households can sell surplus electricity at a
lower rate but cannot fully offset later consumption,
making the financial return less attractive unless
regulatory rules are further improved. [Bangkok Post
1] [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Navy approves funding for new
logistics tanker
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(Im) The Royal Thai Navy has approved THB 434.6
million (USD 13.04 million) to procure a new oil tanker
to replace HTMS Chula, which entered service in 1980
and is scheduled for decommissioning next year. The
vessel is intended to strengthen maritime logistics for
military and humanitarian missions and forms part of
the navy's 2017-2037 strategic plan, revised in 2023.
Construction will be carried out by Thai International
Dockyard, a domestic shipbuilding company with
previous navy experience, through selective bidding,
with delivery scheduled for 2028. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Army advances volunteer
soldier scheme amid conscription reform
debate

(Im) The Royal Thai Army plans to recruit 800 volunteer
soldiers in 2026 under four-year contracts, as part of
an effort to fill operational gaps while continuing force
reductions and limiting long-term budget burdens.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Naval officers summoned as
lawmaker shooting probe turns to alleged
masterminds

(Im) The investigation into the March 20 shooting
attack on Narathiwat member of parliament Kamonsak
Leewamoh has moved toward the alleged command
level, after two naval officers accused by the lawmaker
of being behind the attack were summoned to meet
investigators. Kamonsak, a Prachachat Party lawmaker
from Narathiwat in Thailand's conflict-affected far
south, escaped unharmed when gunmen ambushed
his vehicle outside his home in Bacho district, while his
driver and police escort were seriously wounded. [AIR
No. 17, April/2026, 4]

The two officers are attached respectively to the
Internal Security Operations Command (ISOC) in
Narathiwat and to Marine Corps intelligence. ISOC is
Thailand's military-led internal security agency and has
a central role in the southern border provinces.
Kamonsak accused the officers of using, hiring,
abetting, or supporting attempted murder, the same
charges faced by five suspects already in custody.

Police sources said the officers had received
summonses to report to investigators on May 5, but
the summonses reportedly did not specify any
charges, and police have not confirmed the lawmaker's
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allegations. The procedural status remains unclear:
some reports say summonses were issued, while the
Narathiwat police chief was quoted as saying that no
summonses or arrest warrants had been issued and
that the officers were volunteering to meet
investigators after learning of the allegations through
the media. [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: Oilfields and minerals push
expand resource strategy

(ms) Timor-Leste is advancing a broader resource-
development push, with Finder Energy preparing the
offshore Kuda Tasi and Jahal oilfields for the next
development phase while Australian miner Tivan
expands exploration for copper, gold and cobalt
onshore in the country’'s north and central mountains.

Finder Energy is moving the Kuda Tasi and Jahal project
toward the engineering, procurement, construction
and installation phase, with a final investment decision
targeted around mid-2026. The fields lie offshore
Timor-Leste in the Timor Sea, the maritime area
between Timor-Leste and northern Australia that has
long been central to the country’s petroleum economy.

The project is being accelerated through agreements
with oilfield services firm SLB and Timor-Leste's state
energy company TIMOR GAP. The arrangements are
intended to secure engineering support and long-lead
subsea production equipment before global supply
bottlenecks tighten further. TIMOR GAP will also bring
forward up to USD 20 million in development funding,
shared between the partners.

Finder aims to start production in late 2027 or early
2028. Recent milestones include securing the Petrojarl
| floating production storage and offloading vessel,
completing front-end engineering design for subsea
systems and wells, and appointing Barrenjoey to help
arrange debt financing. Finder has also argued that the
project's Southeast Asian export routes are less
exposed to current disruptions affecting Russian and
Middle Eastern crude flows.

At the same time, Tivan has received six new
exploration licences covering 289 square kilometers
across the Baucau and Ossu projects. Baucau is in
Timor-Leste's northeast, east of the capital Dili, while
Ossu lies in the mountainous central part of the
country. The licences cover areas with reported
copper-gold and cobalt mineralisation and follow
Tivan's earlier entry into the Turiscai project, located in
the central highlands south of Dili.
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The combined activity matters because Timor-Leste
urgently needs new revenue sources. The country has
relied heavily on offshore petroleum income since
independence, but output from older fields has
declined and the sovereign Petroleum Fund is under
pressure. New oil production could provide near-term
fiscal relief, while mineral exploration could support
longer-term diversification if commercially viable
deposits are confirmed.

The risk is that Timor-Leste doubles down on
extractive dependence without building enough non-
resource capacity. The opportunity is to use oil, gas
and minerals revenue to finance infrastructure, skills
and domestic industry before the existing petroleum
model runs out of time. [IndexBox] [Macao News]
[Upstream]

Vietnam: Draft decree seeks to legalize
path for USD 130 billion in stalled projects

(hn/ms) Vietnam is preparing a draft decree to unlock
thousands of stalled projects worth around VND 3.35
quadrillion (USD 130 billion), targeting one of the
country’s biggest growth bottlenecks: land and
licensing disputes left unresolved during the transition
to the 2024 Land Law.

The problem is not only slow bureaucracy. Many
projects are stuck because their land-use rights, land
allocation, pricing, environmental approvals or
construction procedures were handled under older
rules and may contain administrative violations. Local
officials often hesitate to approve next steps because
they fear legal responsibility, while investors cannot
proceed without clear confirmation that their projects
are valid.

The draft decree, implementing National Assembly
Resolution No. 29/2026, would create procedures to
review these cases, correct legal status where possible,
calculate additional financial obligations and allow
eligible projects to continue through revised land
allocation or leasing arrangements. It is designed to
deal with violations that occurred before the 2024
Land Law took effect, rather than leaving projects
permanently frozen.

The scale is significant. As of March 30, 2025, 4,489
projects nationwide remained blocked, covering more
than 198,000 hectares and involving around VND 3.35
quadrillion (USD 130 billion) in registered investment.
Authorities have resolved 1,151 projects worth around
VND 804.9 trillion (USD 31 billion), but 3,338 projects
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remain stalled, involving more than 145,000 hectares
and over VND 2.5 quadrillion (USD 98 billion) in
investment. Local governments are responsible for
1,814 unresolved projects, while 1,524 require National
Assembly review.

The reform matters because stalled projects tie up
land, capital and public infrastructure while generating
little tax revenue or economic activity. They also
damage investor confidence, especially in real estate,
industrial parks, urban development and
infrastructure. The decree therefore forms part of
Vietnam's broader growth strategy: cut legal
uncertainty, reduce administrative paralysis and
convert idle assets into productive investment.
[Vietnam Net][Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Governance overhaul combines
deregulation with tighter financial control

(hn/ms) Vietnam is accelerating a broad governance
and financial reform push, combining cuts to business
procedures with tighter tax, banking and capital-
market oversight as the government tries to sustain its
double-digit growth target under rising external
pressure.

Prime Minister Le Minh Hung has ordered ministries to
urgently review administrative rules in four priority
areas: fire prevention and firefighting, industrial parks
and clusters, environmental impact assessments and
construction licensing. These procedures are especially
important because they directly affect factory
openings, real estate projects, infrastructure works
and industrial investment. Delays or overlapping
approvals in these areas can slow both domestic and
foreign investors.

The review follows eight government resolutions
issued on April 29 to cut, decentralize and simplify
administrative procedures and business requirements
across sectors managed by 14 ministries and agencies.
The ministries of Public Security, Industry and Trade,
Agriculture and Environment, and Construction must
report by May 10 on existing rules, including approval
authority, paperwork, implementation methods and
processing timelines. The Ministry of Justice will then
independently evaluate the findings and submit
consolidated reform proposals to the prime minister
by May 12.

The administrative push reflects a broader change in
policy language. Hung has called for a governance shift
from “managing” to “serving and enabling”. In practice,
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this means ministries are being told to stop treating
permits and approvals mainly as control tools and
instead focus on reducing compliance costs, improving
predictability and helping investment move faster. The
government links this directly to its growth target,
arguing that Vietnam needs faster resource
mobilization and fewer procedural bottlenecks to keep
expansion on track.

The same logic is visible in financial policy. Vietnam is
introducing measures to ease burdens on small
businesses while tightening oversight of higher-risk
transactions. New rules raise the tax exemption
threshold for business households to VND 1 billion
(USD 40,000), while small firms are set to receive
corporate tax relief. Larger businesses, however, will
face stricter compliance through tax-authorized e-
invoices, designed to reduce underreporting and
improve revenue collection.

Banking rules are also becoming more cautious.
Transfers above VND 500 million (USD 20,000) will no
longer be processed instantly, reflecting concern over
fraud, money laundering and high-value payment risks.
Authorities are also considering travel bans for
individuals with tax debts from as little as VND 1
million (USD 40) if they cannot be found at registered
addresses. The measure is aggressive, but it shows
how Vietnam is trying to tighten tax enforcement as
commercial activity becomes more digital and harder
to monitor through traditional methods.

Capital-market reform is another pillar. Hung has
ordered stronger measures to turn the stock market
into a medium- and long-term funding channel, while
also reviewing rules for corporate bonds and the
planned International Financial Centre. The
government wants more private capital to finance
development because state budget resources cover
only around 20 to 22 percent of estimated needs.
Public and private capital requirements are projected
to be 1.7 to 2 times higher than in the previous term.

At the same time, public investment will be more
concentrated. The number of centrally funded projects
in the 2026-2030 period is expected to be cut by at
least 30 percent compared with the previous cycle,
with capital redirected toward strategic priorities. The
government is also considering merging the State
Budget Law and Public Investment Law, and amending
laws on bidding, small and medium-sized enterprises,
and customs to close regulatory gaps.

The overall reform pattern is clear: Vietnam is not
simply deregulating. It is trying to remove delays for
productive investment while expanding state visibility



over taxes, payments, public investment and capital
markets. That balance matters because the country is
facing inflation pressure, energy shocks and a softer
currency while still trying to maintain very high growth.
The risk is uneven implementation. If ministries
simplify procedures only formally, businesses will still
face local-level delays. But if the reforms cut licensing
time, reduce compliance costs and improve financial
discipline, they could strengthen Vietnam’s investment
climate at a critical moment. [Vietnam Law & Legal
Forum] [Viethamnet] [Viethamnews 1] [Viethamnews
2]

Vietnam: Borrowing plan rises by 20
percent to USD 37 billion as growth needs
expand

(ms) Vietnam plans to borrow nearly VND 970 trillion
(USD 37 billion) in 2026, almost 20 percent more than
last year's public borrowing and debt repayment plan,
as the government seeks to finance its budget deficit,
repay maturing debt and support higher growth.

Around 60 percent of the planned borrowing will cover
the state budget deficit, while the rest will be used for
principal debt repayment. The main source will be
domestic government bonds, with about VND 500
trillion (USD 19 billion) expected to be raised through
auctions on the Hanoi Stock Exchange. This reflects
Vietnam's preference to rely more on domestic capital
markets, reducing exposure to foreign exchange risk
and external financing volatility.

Debt repayments are estimated at more than VND 530
trillion (USD 20 billion) this year, including over VND
490 trillion (USD 18.7 billion) in direct government debt
obligations. The remainder relates to on-lending,
where the government borrows and then lends funds
onward to public entities or projects.

The Ministry of Finance says debt indicators remain
within statutory limits. Public debt is projected at 35 to
36 percent of GDP, well below the 60 percent ceiling,
while government debt is expected at 33 to 34 percent
of GDP, under the 50 percent cap. Direct government
debt repayments are forecast at 20 to 21 percent of
state budget revenue, below the 25 percent warning
threshold. [Vietnam Law & Legal Forum]

Vietnam: FDI rises 32 percent as
manufacturing inflows strengthen
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(hn) Foreign direct investment into Vietnam reached
USD 18.24 billion in the first four months of 2026, up
32 percent year-on-year, reinforcing the country's role
as a major manufacturing and supply-chain destination
despite rising inflation and external energy pressures.

Newly registered FDI accounted for the largest share.
Vietnam licensed 1,249 new projects worth USD 12.15
billion, with project numbers up only 3.7 percent but
registered value more than doubling from a year
earlier. This suggests larger project commitments
rather than only broader investor participation.

Manufacturing and processing remained dominant,
attracting USD 8.12 billion in newly registered capital,
or 66.8 percent of the total. Electricity, gas, water
production and distribution followed with USD 2.31
billion, or 19 percent. Including adjusted capital,
manufacturing and processing drew USD 10.49 billion,
equal to 68.6 percent of combined new and additional
FDI.

Realized FDI, the amount actually disbursed, reached
USD 7.40 billion, up 9.8 percent year-on-year and the
highest first-four-month level in five years.
Manufacturing accounted for USD 6.12 billion, or 82.7
percent of disbursement, showing that Vietnam is not
only registering new commitments but also converting
existing projects into real activity.

The weaker point was expansion by existing investors.
Additional capital for 316 current projects fell 51
percent to USD 3.13 billion, suggesting some firms
remain cautious about scaling up amid higher input
costs, global uncertainty and pressure on Vietnam's
trade balance.

Singapore was the largest source of newly licensed FDI
with USD 6.05 billion, nearly half the total. South Korea
followed with USD 4.08 billion, ahead of China, Japan,
Hong Kong and the Netherlands. [Vietnam Law & Legal
Forum]

Vietnam: Ministry of Home Affairs
proposes pension adjustments and new
support for social insurance contributors

(hn) Vietnam'’s Ministry of Home Affairs has proposed
an 8 percent increase in pensions, social insurance
benefits, and monthly allowances starting July 1,
aligned with the base salary adjustment. The proposal
also adds a new group of beneficiaries: people who
have contributed to social insurance but do not qualify
for pensions and are not yet old enough for social
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retirement benefits, allowing them to receive monthly
support instead of withdrawing a lump sum.

This group includes workers who reach retirement age
with less than 15 years of contributions (in 2026: men
aged 61 years and 6 months, women 57), receiving a
minimum of about VND 500,000 per month, along with
state-funded health insurance. Overall, the policy is
expected to cost an additional nearly VND 10.8 trillion
compared to 2025, funded by both the state budget
and the social insurance fund.

The increase will apply broadly to retirees, public
sector workers, armed forces, and various other
beneficiary groups. Currently, around 3.4 million
people in Vietnam receive pensions or social benefits
at different levels. [Vietnambiz, in Vietnamese]
[Viethamnet]

Vietnam: Central bank proposes more
flexible FX rules for foreign investment
with tighter oversight

(hn) The State Bank is drafting a new circular to update
foreign exchange rules for foreign direct investment,
aiming to align them with recent legal changes and
market practices. The proposal would allow investors
to open investment capital accounts before obtaining
an investment license, though their use would be
limited to initial capital contributions and project setup
expenses.

It also introduces greater flexibility by permitting
multiple foreign currency accounts at the same bank
and expands coverage to sectors such as oil and gas
and international financial centers.

At the same time, the draft reinforces stricter oversight
by requiring all capital-related transactions including
contributions, transfers, profit repatriation, and
borrowing to go through designated accounts.

While maintaining existing rules on transferring profits
abroad, the changes seek to improve transparency,
monitoring, and management of foreign investment
flows from the early stages. [Vietnamnet]

Vietnam: Judicial summons and
prosecution of the “provisional national
government of Vietnam


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jhj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-jhi/

(hn) The Ho Chi Minh City People’s Court has scheduled
a trial for May 14-15, 2026, for Bao Minh Quan and
several accomplices on charges of terrorism against
the people’s administration and attempting to
overthrow the government.

Leading up to the proceedings, both the court and the
Supreme People's Procuracy issued a formal call for
the defendants who currently reside abroad and are
wanted by authorities to surrender in order to receive
leniency. Authorities have identified the defendants as
key members of the self-proclaimed “Provisional
National Government of Vietnam,” an entity officially
designated as a terrorist organization by Vietnam's
Ministry of Public Security.

Investigators allege that Bao Minh Quan directs the
group's activities from the United States, including the
recruitment of members and the coordination of
operatives sent back to Vietnam to execute acts of
sabotage.

The organization has been linked to several high-
profile violent incidents and thwarted plots. Notable
documented acts include a 2017 arson attack on a
vehicle impound lot in Bién Hoa that destroyed 320
vehicles and caused significant financial damage, as
well as an attempted bombing at Tan Son Nhat Airport
designed to cause mass public panic.

While authorities prevented further planned attacks on
government offices and industrial facilities,
investigators state that Quan and his associates have
continued to direct planned hostilities across the
country.

This case follows the late 2017 convictions of 15
related individuals who were sentenced to prison
terms ranging from 4 to 16 years. If the current
defendants fail to appear for the scheduled
proceedings, the court will move forward with a trial in
absentia. [Vnexpress1, in Vietnamese] [Vnexpress2, in
Vietnamese]

Vietnam forced by Iran war to LPG supply
shift as inflation pressure rises

(ms) Vietnam'’s state-owned PetroVietnam Gas (PV GAS)
is rapidly shifting liquefied petroleum gas imports from
the Middle East to the United States, as the Iran war
disrupts energy flows and feeds into Vietnam'’s
inflation, trade deficit and industrial costs.
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PV GAS plans to import 66,000 tons of LPG from the US
in May, compared with 44,000 tons from the Middle
East. In April, it had already imported 76,000 tons from
the US, after buying only 2,200 tons in March, its first
US purchase. The shift follows force majeure
declarations by traditional suppliers after the war
disrupted production and effectively shut the Strait of
Hormuz, a key route for Gulf energy exports.

The change matters because LPG is widely used in
Vietnam for cooking, industry and petrochemicals. PV
GAS said it is seeking alternative supplies from
Australia, the US, Europe and Africa and does not
expect Middle East import volumes to return to
previous levels soon. The company plans to import
250,000 tons of LPG in the three months after the
outbreak of the conflict, with just over half coming
from the US.

The supply shock is already showing up in
macroeconomic data. Vietnam'’s consumer prices rose
5.46 percent year-on-year in April, above expectations
and above the government's 4.5 percent target. The
statistics office attributed the increase mainly to higher
domestic gas prices in line with global fuel prices, while
transport, logistics, construction and service costs also
rose. The central bank has warned inflation could
reach 5.5 percent this year.

The trade impact is also sharp. Vietnam recorded a
USD 3.28 billion trade deficit in April, its fourth monthly
deficit in a row and far wider than expected, as imports
of raw materials, equipment and production inputs
jumped 32.5 percent year-on-year. Exports remained
strong, rising 21 percent, but higher energy and input
costs widened the gap.

PV GAS is now investing in infrastructure to reduce
future vulnerability. It has approval to develop a large
LPG terminal in Haiphong, northern Vietnam, at an
estimated cost of VND 7.5 trillion (USD 290 million),
with a targeted start in the third quarter of 2028. It is
also considering LNG storage and terminal facilities in
a second phase and has expanded regasification
capacity at its Thi Vai LNG terminal to support
electricity demand during the dry season.

The broader issue is that Vietnam’s growth model is
energy-intensive. Manufacturing, logistics and export
production depend on stable fuel and input costs. The
Iran war has exposed how quickly an external energy
shock can affect domestic prices, the dong, the trade
balance and the government's ambition to sustain very
high growth without overheating the economy.
[Bloomberg 1] [Bloomberg 2] [The Business Times]
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Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City emerges as a
rising hub for high-tech and data center
investment

(hn) Ho Chi Minh City is witnessing a strong surge in
foreign direct investment in high-tech sectors,
particularly in data infrastructure, as demand for cloud
computing, Al, and digital services accelerates.

Recently, the city approved multiple large-scale
projects in the Saigon Hi-Tech Park with combined
capital exceeding USD 1.23 billion, including hyperscale
data centers, biomedical technology, and smart
electronics. Additional major investments are
underway, such as a planned USD 2.1 billion Al data
center project and a separate USD 2 billion hyperscale
data center initiative, highlighting growing
international interest.

These projects are expected to significantly expand the
city’s digital infrastructure, enhancing data storage,
processing capacity, and technological capabilities.
Investors are drawn by Vietnam'’s relatively low
construction costs, rising digital demand, and its early-
stage advantage in the regional data center market.
Compared to other Asia-Pacific locations facing land
and power constraints, the city offers more available
industrial land, improving infrastructure, and
dedicated high-tech zones.

Government support has also played a key role, with
faster administrative processes and targeted policies
to attract Al and data center investments. [Viethamnet]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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Asian Development Bank to support
regional energy and digital infrastructure

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) announced
plans to support USD 70 billion in new energy and
digital infrastructure initiatives across the region by
2035. The package includes USD 50 billion for a Pan-
Asia Power Grid Initiative and USD 20 billion for an
Asia-Pacific Digital Highway.

The Pan-Asia Power Grid Initiative aims to connect
national and subregional power systems, expand
cross-border electricity trade, and support renewable
energy integration through transmission lines,
substations, storage, grid digitalization, and renewable
export projects. By 2035, the ADB aims to integrate
about 20 gigawatts of renewable energy across
borders, connect 22,000 circuit-kilometers of
transmission lines, improve energy access for 200
million people, create 840,000 jobs, and reduce
regional power-sector emissions by 15 percent.

The Asia-Pacific Digital Highway will finance digital
corridors, fiber and satellite links, regional data
centers, cybersecurity support, and skills programs for
digital and artificial intelligence readiness. By 2035, it
aims to provide first-time broadband access to 200
million people, improve connectivity for another 450
million people, reduce connectivity costs in remote and
landlocked areas by about 40 percent, and help create
4 million jobs. A Center for Artificial Intelligence
Innovation and Development will also be established in
Seoul with support from South Korea to train around 3
million people in digital and artificial intelligence-
related skills by 2035. [Dhaka Tribune]

United States report flags intellectual
property concerns across Asian trading
partners
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(Im) The Office of the United States Trade
Representative (USTR) has released its 2026 Special
301 Report, its annual review of intellectual property
protection and enforcement among US trading
partners, identifying several Asian countries for
continued scrutiny. Vietnam was designated a Priority
Foreign Country, the most serious category, meaning
USTR must decide within 30 days whether to launch a
Section 301 investigation under the Trade Act of 1974.
China, India, Indonesia, and Russia were placed on the
Priority Watch List, while Pakistan, Thailand, and
Turkiye were placed on the Watch List.

The report reflects continued US pressure on Asian
partners to strengthen enforcement against piracy,
counterfeiting, and online intellectual property
violations. It also addressed geographical indications,
meaning protections for product names associated
with specific places, where Washington seeks to
preserve market access for US producers using
common product names. [Office of the United States
Trade Representative]

Japan engages Iran, Egypt to revive US-
Iran talks

(dql) Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has
intensified diplomatic efforts on two fronts—Iran and
Egypt, which has recently emerged as a key mediator
in the U.S.-Iran conflict next to Pakistan—to stabilize
maritime security in the Strait of Hormuz and revive
stalled negotiations between the United States and
Iran.

In an April 30 phone conversation, Takaichi urged
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian to guarantee
immediate safe passage for international shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz, signaling a more
assertive Japanese diplomatic posture amid the
prolonged disruption of a critical global energy artery.
Takaichi also pressed for the swift resumption of
negotiations between the United States and Iran and
“the achievement of a final agreement,” calling
renewed talks as essential to ending hostilities and
reaching a comprehensive settlement. [Prime
Minister's Office, Japan 1]

Tokyo cautiously welcomed the recent transit of a
Japanese-owned oil tanker through Hormuz as an
encouraging, though limited, sign of de-escalation.
Takaichi indicated Japan will sustain active diplomatic
engagement with Tehran, maintaining close
communication channels to stabilize the situation. [The
Mainichi] [Kyodo News]
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In an earlier phone talk on April 28, Takaichi and
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi agreed to
intensify diplomatic coordination to help restart stalled
negotiations between the United States and Iran.
[Prime Minister's Office, Japan 2] [Arab News Japan]

Separately, Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi called
on his Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi to
accelerate the resumption of negotiations with the
United States and demonstrate “maximum flexibility”
in pursuit of a final settlement.

The call was held at Tehran's request during Motegi's
visit to Kenya as part of his four-nation Africa tour,
which also includes Zambia, Angola, and South Africa
(sea article below). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]
[The Japan Times]

Mongolia, United Nations launch green
urban development project for major
cities

(fs) Mongolia's Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change has signed an agreement with the United
Nations Development Programme to implement the
five-year Green and Inclusive Cities in Mongolia
project, financed by the Global Environment Facility.
The initiative will be carried out in Ulaanbaatar,
Darkhan, and Erdenet—the country's three largest
cities.

The project aims to help cities adapt to climate change,
protect biodiversity, and integrate social inclusion into
urban planning. Key reforms will focus on improving
city governance, municipal finance management, and
access to new funding tools such as public-private
partnerships and green bonds.

The initiative also includes low-carbon heating
technologies, environmentally friendly transport
systems, flood protection, and restoration of degraded
land. UNDP Resident Representative Matilda Dimovska
said the project would transform approaches to urban
planning and financing while helping create more
sustainable and livable cities. [Open.kg]

Mongolia, European Union seek closer
cooperation on standards, investment
climate
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(fs) Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia Nomtoibayar
Nyamtaishir met European Union Ambassador to
Mongolia Ina Marciulionyteé to discuss expanding
bilateral cooperation across multiple sectors.
Nomtoibayar said he welcomed the deepening
relationship between Mongolia and the EU and
exchanged views on adopting European standards in
the food and agriculture sectors, as well as workforce
development.

Marciulionyté said the EU would support efforts to
modernize standards within the deputy prime
minister’'s portfolio and improve the investment
environment. Both sides agreed to further strengthen
ties between Mongolia and EU member states and
continue active cooperation. [Montsame]

North Korea secures Russia and China
backing as sanctions divide hardens
within UNSC

(dqgl) A coordinated show of diplomatic backing for
Pyongyang by Russia and China at the United Nations
Security Council underscored the entrenched divisions
over North Korea sanctions.

The April 30 session—requested by the United States
and several allied members to mark the second
anniversary of the dismantling of the U.N. panel of
experts overseeing North Korea sanctions—quickly
revealed the extent of this deadlock.

Moscow, which two years vetoed to the extension of
the mandate of the expert panel (see AR No. 14,
April/2024, 1), argued that the sanctions framework
was a “serious mistake” of the Council that has lost
relevance in a changed regional environment,
portraying it as ineffective and harmful to civilians and
calling for easing sanctions. [TASS]

China broadly reinforced this position, urging a shift
away from pressure toward dialogue while criticizing
U.S. military activities in the region. Although more
measured in tone, Beijing's stance continues to provide
diplomatic cover for Pyongyang.

In contrast, the United States presented what it called
“irrefutable” evidence of ongoing sanctions violations,
accusing Russia—supported tacitly by China—of
weakening oversight mechanisms to obscure
breaches, including illicit maritime exports of coal and
iron that generate revenue for North Korea’'s weapons
programs. Drawing on open-source intelligence,
Washington identified multiple vessels allegedly
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involved in prohibited trade, with some shipments
reportedly destined for Chinese ports. [United States
Mission to the United Nations]

South Korea highlighted the declining frequency of
United Nations Security Council engagement on North
Korea proliferation, noting the absence of tangible
progress toward denuclearization. Seoul pointed to
continued missile activity, including recent launches of
short-range ballistic systems reportedly capable of
delivering cluster munitions, warning these
developments pose a direct threat to the Korean
Peninsula and wider regional security. At the same
time, Seoul reaffirmed its strategic restraint,
emphasizing a policy of peaceful coexistence, respect
for North Korea's political system, and a phased,
dialogue-based approach to denuclearization rather
than forced unification. [The Korea Herald]

Japan reinforced these concerns, condemning both
missile testing and cyber operations linked to
Pyongyang's weapons financing, while accusing Russia
of deepening military cooperation with North Korea,
including potential missile-related assistance in breach
of UNSC resolutions. [NHK]

European members—including the United Kingdom,
France, Denmark and Latvia—aligned with this
assessment, pointing to Russia’s role in weakening the
sanctions regime, North Korea's reported troop
deployments in support of Moscow’s war in Ukraine,
and the continued advancement of its nuclear and
missile capabilities. [NK News 1]

New Zealand flags suspected sanctions evasion

Prior to the session, New Zealand reported fresh
indications of North Korean sanctions evasion
following a recent maritime surveillance mission.

During a monthlong deployment, a Royal New Zealand
Air Force P-8A Poseidon operating over the Yellow Sea
and East China Sea detected a suspected ship-to-ship
transfer involving prohibited goods linked to North
Korea. According to Wellington, the patrol also
identified dozens of “vessels of interest” and issued
multiple radio warnings intended to deter sanction-
breaching activity. Officials indicated that the
intelligence collected could support enforcement
action against ships engaged in violations of United
Nations Security Council resolutions. [Al Jazeera]

The operation forms part of New Zealand's ongoing
contribution to multinational monitoring efforts
targeting Pyongyang's maritime evasion tactics. Since
2018, Wellington has participated in coordinated
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patrols designed to track covert transfers of refined
petroleum into North Korea—circumventing import
caps—as well as the export of commodities such as
coal and iron ore, which remain critical revenue
streams for the regime's nuclear and missile
development. These activities are widely assessed as
central to Pyongyang's ability to mitigate the impact of
international sanctions.

New Zealand operates within the Pacific Security
Maritime Exchange framework alongside partners
including the United States, Japan, South Korea,
Australia, Canada, France, the United Kingdom and
Germany. In the absence of a fully functioning U.N.
monitoring mechanism such coalition-based
surveillance has become an increasingly important,
albeit informal, pillar of sanctions enforcement.

The mission, however, has also drawn scrutiny from
China. Beijing recently accused the patrol aircraft of
disrupting civilian aviation, an allegation Wellington
rejected, insisting its operations are confined to
monitoring sanctions compliance and are not directed
at China. Nonetheless, analysts suggest Chinese
concerns are rooted less in aviation safety than in the
potential transfer of intelligence gathered near its
maritime approaches to U.S.-led networks. [NK News
2]

South Korea to command maritime
component of RIMPAC for first time

(dqgl) South Korea will assume a first-time leadership
role in a major U.S.-led naval exercise, with South
Korea's Navy set to command multinational maritime
forces during the upcoming Rim of the Pacific Exercise
(RIMPAC). The move marks a notable elevation in
Seoul's operational profile within coalition maritime
security frameworks.

A South Korean Navy admiral will lead the maritime
component of the Rim of the Pacific Exercise,
scheduled from June 24 to July 31 in and around
Hawaii. It is the first time South Korea has held this
command role, having served as deputy commander in
the 2024 iteration. The United States Third Fleet
confirmed the assignment, while Canada will oversee
the air component.

RIMPAC, established in 1971, is the world’s largest
biennial maritime exercise, aimed at strengthening
interoperability and safeguarding sea lines of
communication. South Korea has participated since
1990, but this year's command role signals a step-
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change in its contribution and standing among
participating navies.

The 2026 exercise is expected to involve more than
25,000 personnel, around 40 surface ships, five
submarines, and 140 aircraft. South Korea plans to
deploy high-end assets, including the Jeongjo the Great
Aegis destroyer, P-9 maritime patrol aircraft, and the
3,000-ton Dosan Ahn Chang-ho-class submarine.
[Yonhap News Agency]

United States awards F-16 radar support
contract covering Pakistan, Indonesia and
Thailand

(Im) The United States Air Force has awarded Northrop
Grumman Systems Corporation a USD 488 million
contract for long-term engineering and technical
support for F-16 radar systems, including support for
Pakistan, Indonesia, Thailand, and other foreign
military sales recipients. The contract concerns APG-66
and APG-68 radar systems used in F-16 fighter jets and
covers a broad group of partner countries, including
Bahrain, Belgium, Chile, Denmark, Egypt, Greece, Iraq,
Israel, Jordan, South Korea, Morocco, the Netherlands,
Norway, Oman, Poland, Portugal, Romania, and
Turkiye.

The agreement follows a separate December United
States approval of USD 686 million in advanced
technology support and equipment for Pakistan’s F-
16s, including communications, data-link, navigation,
cryptographic, weapons-integration, and support
equipment. Washington said that package would help
Pakistan retain interoperability with United States and
partner forces, including for counterterrorism and
future contingency operations. [Arab News]

Bangladeshi foreign minister’s Beijing visit
points to new round in India-China
competition over Dhaka

(Im) Bangladeshi Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman was
scheduled to visit China on May 5 for talks with
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, with discussions
expected to cover economic cooperation, development
projects, regional issues, Bangladesh's request for
Chinese support in a United Nations leadership
election, and assistance with economic pressures.
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The event is the latest in a series of engagement
between the two countries since the ouster of
Bangladesh’s longtime Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in
August 2024. Delegations from the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), now the ruling party after the
2026 elections, the main opposition Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami, and other political and social groups
have visited Beijing and other Chinese provinces since
the transition. The visits included meetings with
Chinese officials, exposure to infrastructure and
technology projects, and, in some cases, travel to
Xinjiang, a region central to international scrutiny over
China’'s treatment of Uyghurs and other Muslim
minorities.

Official engagement also began early in the transition
period, with Bangladesh seeking continuity in Chinese-
backed development cooperation as well as softer loan
terms. After the BNP formed government in February,
party and government leaders chose China for an early
high-level overseas visit, during which BNP Secretary
General and Local Government Minister Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir reaffirmed support for the “One China”
policy. [Dhaka Tribune]

India, meanwhile, has also begun signaling a more
active recalibration toward Dhaka. On May 4, outgoing
Indian High Commissioner Pranay Verma paid a
farewell visit to Rahman, with both sides reviewing
bilateral relations and expressing optimism about
future cooperation. New Delhi has also named veteran
politician Dinesh Trivedi as its next high commissioner
to Bangladesh, a rare appointment of a non-career
diplomat and a sign that India may be treating the
Dhaka posting as politically more sensitive after the
change of government. Bilateral ties had deteriorated
after Hasina fled to India in 2024, where she has
remained, making her continued presence a major
unresolved issue between the two countries. [Prothom
Alo] [Reuters]

Bangladesh, European Union hold fifth
round of diplomatic consultations after
nearly 5-year gap

(Im) Bangladesh and the European Union (EU) held
their fifth round of diplomatic consultations in Dhaka
after a gap of nearly five years, renewing engagement
on democratic governance, human rights, the rule of
law, migration, skills development, climate finance,
research and innovation, trade, and regional issues
including the Middle East war and the Rohingya
refugee crisis.
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Bangladesh emphasized the importance of continued
preferential market access to the EU and raised
possible future instruments such as a Free Trade
Agreement and an Investment Protection Agreement.
Both sides also welcomed the recent initialing of a
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, which is
expected to provide a more structured framework for
future cooperation once internal approval processes
are completed. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

In a parallel development, the European Union Election
Observation Mission presented its final report on
Bangladesh's February 12 parliamentary elections. The
mission described the elections as credible and
competently managed and said they marked a step
toward restoring democratic governance and the rule
of law. It also noted positive developments including a
renewed legal framework, a professional Bangladesh
Election Commission, enfranchisement of around
770,000 overseas voters, and a more active civic space.

The mission nevertheless issued 19 recommendations
for future electoral reform, including six priority
recommendations: revision of the electoral legal
framework, stronger campaign finance rules,
affirmative measures to increase women's
participation, reforms for a safer digital environment,
greater transparency in vote tabulation, and wider
eligibility for postal voting. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

The election assessment also fed into opposition
engagement with the EU observers. Jamaat-e-Islami,
the main opposition party, met the EU Election
Observation Mission after the report's presentation
and raised concerns over law and order, including
alleged violence by ruling-party activists, unrest at
several universities, and attacks on Jamaat lawmakers.
Jamaat leader and Leader of the Opposition Shafiqur
Rahman also discussed the July Charter, a post-
uprising reform roadmap developed after the August
2024 political upheaval, warning that reluctance by the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) to
implement previously discussed reform proposals
could weaken public trust. [The Daily Star]

Preparations for India-Africa summit
advance

(dqgl) India has intensified preparations for the May 31
India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-1V), with discussions
held in New Delhi between Minister of State for
External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh and a high-level
African Union Commission delegation led by Burundi's
Ambassador Willy Nyamitwe and both sides
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reaffirming the centrality of India-Africa relations
within South-South cooperation frameworks.

The forthcoming summit—the first after a 11-year
hiatus—is being positioned by New Delhi as a platform
to recalibrate its engagement with Africa amid evolving
global geopolitical dynamics.

India has signaled that the summit will build on a
broader strategic agenda outlined by External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, focusing on expanded
cooperation in trade, development partnership,
capacity building, and digital connectivity. [The
Tribune]

Bilateral trade has risen from USD 4.45 billion in 2000-
01 to over USD 103 billion in 2024-25, positioning India
as Africa’s third-largest trading partner after the
European Union and China. Both sides have set a USD
164 billion target by 2030, signaling expectations of
sustained high growth driven by energy, industrial, and
digital cooperation.

The relationship is increasingly shaped by shared
exposure to global energy volatility, particularly
disruptions linked to Middle East supply routes. This
has reinforced mutual interest in diversifying energy
partnerships, with Africa emerging as a key supplier of
hydrocarbons to India and India providing long-term
demand stability and investment.

Beyond energy, cooperation is expanding in
pharmaceuticals, agriculture, and digital infrastructure.
Indian firms play a growing role in African healthcare
manufacturing and exports, while digital public
infrastructure models are being adapted to support
financial inclusion and reduce transaction costs.

Broader engagement is supported through multilateral
platforms on clean energy, biofuels, and climate
resilience, alongside long-standing capacity-building
programs that have trained large numbers of African
professionals in India. [India Narrative]

Prime Minister Modi set for multi-region
diplomatic push across Europe, Africa this
month

(dqgl) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected
to begin an intensive series of foreign visits from mid-

May, with planned engagements across Europe, Africa,
the Middle East, and multilateral platforms.
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The schedule is expected to open with a multi-country
Europe visit around May 18, potentially covering
Norway, the Netherlands, and Italy, alongside
participation in the India-Nordic Summit. The
European segment is focused on trade, technology,
and security cooperation, building on recent
conclusion of the India-EU free trade agreement
negotiations (see AiR No. 4, January/2026, 4). A
possible stop at Vatican City, including a meeting with
Pope Francis, is under consideration.

A visit to Kenya for the Africa Forward Summit in
Nairobi is also planned, alongside a likely brief stop in
the UAE. [The Tribune]

Major-power engagement with Nepal
continues across infrastructure, trade
routes and emergency supply needs

(Im) Major-power engagement with Nepal has
continued following the formation of Prime Minister
Balendra Shah's government after the March 5
elections, with the United States, China, and India all
advancing infrastructure, investment, connectivity, and
supply-related engagement with Kathmandu in recent
days [see AiR No. 16, April/2026, 3], At the same time,
the resumption of India-China cooperation over the
Kailash Mansarovar pilgrimage route via Lipulekh has
revived a sovereignty dispute for Nepal.

United States engagement has continued through both
project implementation and senior diplomatic
outreach. Work began on a 40-kilometer road upgrade
along the East-West Highway under the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) Nepal Compact, a major
United States-backed infrastructure program. The
broader MCC Nepal Compact represents a USD 747
million joint investment, including USD 550 million
from the United States and USD 197 million from
Nepal, aimed at improving roads, electricity reliability,
and cross-border power trade. [The Kathmandu Post
1]

The MCC project, trade, investment, reforms, and
technology-related job creation were also discussed
during the visit of Sergio Gor, United States special
envoy for South and Central Asia. Gor met ruling
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) President Rabi
Lamichhane, Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal, Finance
Minister Swarnim Wagle, and Nepali business leaders,
and described the visit as “highly productive.” Prime
Minister Shah did not meet Gor, with the Prime
Minister's Office citing domestic governance priorities
and the government's recent approach of limiting
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direct prime ministerial meetings with foreign
diplomats and officials. [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The
Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Chinese engagement has advanced through
infrastructure implementation. Nepal signed a five-
year agreement with a China-Nepal joint venture to
operate, manage, and maintain the Nagdhunga-
Sisnekhola tunnel, Nepal's first major road tunnel
linking Kathmandu with Dhading on a key route out of
the capital. The project cost is NPR 22 billion (USD
160.6 million), including a NPR 16 billion (USD 116.8
million) concessional loan from Japan and NPR 6 billion
(USD 43.8 million) from Nepal. Nepal and China also
signed an assistance agreement for the second phase
of Kathmandu's Ring Road expansion, under which an
8.2-kilometer stretch from Kalanki to Basundhara will
be widened with Chinese grant support of around NPR
11 billion (USD 80.3 million). [The Kathmandu Post 5]
[The Kathmandu Post 6]

India-related engagement has focused on immediate
supply and cross-border management needs. On May
4, the Cabinet gave in-principle approval for the state-
owned Agriculture Inputs Company to procure 80,000
tons of chemical fertilizer from India under a
government-to-government arrangement, including
60,000 tons of urea and 20,000 tons of Di-Ammonium
Phosphate. The emergency import is intended to ease
pressure ahead of the paddy season after global
supply disruptions and price increases linked to the
Middle East war reduced Nepal's purchasing capacity
and raised the risk of shortages. Nepal had originally
requested 150,000 tons, while around 250,000 tons are
required for the plantation season. [The Kathmandu
Post 7]

Nepal and India also held the 11th meeting of the Joint
Committee on Koshi and Gandak Projects in
Kathmandu, focusing on flood forecasting, irrigation,
canal operations, embankment protection, and
operational issues ahead of the monsoon. The Koshi
and Gandak are major cross-border river systems
governed by bilateral project arrangements between
Nepal and India. The two sides agreed on measures
including removing encroachments along parts of the
Western Koshi Main Canal and other embankment
areas, relocating electric poles on the Western Koshi
Canal embankment, sharing rainfall, water-flow data
and satellite imagery, conducting joint inspections of
waterlogged areas, and prioritizing anti-erosion work
before the 2026 flood season. [The Kathmandu Post 8]

However, India-China coordination has also revived a
sovereignty concern for Nepal. India and China'’s
decision to resume the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra via
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Lipulekh, a strategic Himalayan pass at the Nepal-
India-Tibet trijunction, prompted Kathmandu to send
diplomatic notes to both countries. Lipulekh is
administered by India but claimed by Nepal as part of
the Kalapani area, which Nepal incorporated into its
official map through a 2020 constitutional amendment.
Kathmandu has reiterated that Limpiyadhura,
Lipulekh, and Kalapani, areas east of the Mahakali
River, are integral parts of Nepal under the 1816
Sugauli Treaty. [The Kathmandu Post 9] [The
Kathmandu Post 10]

Pakistan’s long-standing transit-hub
ambitions gain operational test amid
ongoing Strait of Hormuz disruptions

(Im) Pakistan's long-standing ambition to position itself
as a regional logistics and connectivity hub has gained
a concrete test in recent days, as ongoing disruptions
around the Strait of Hormuz have increasingly
redirected cargo flows toward Pakistani ports while
Islamabad advances parallel overland and digital
corridor initiatives. The latest developments suggest
that Pakistan is trying to use the crisis not only to clear
diverted cargo and prevent port congestion, but also to
demonstrate the practical value of Karachi, Port Qasim,
and Gwadar as gateways for Gulf-linked cargo, Iran-
bound transit, Central Asian trade, and future data
connectivity.

The immediate effect is visible at Karachi Port, which
together with Port Qasim handles more than 90
percent of Pakistan's maritime trade. The maritime
affairs ministry said Karachi Port handled 74,603
metric tons of cargo in the 24 hours ending May 2,
including 45,171 tons of containerized cargo, 11,944
tons of bulk cargo, 6,114 tons of clinker exports, and
10,352 tons of liquid cargo. Another 19 vessels were
scheduled to arrive the following day. Officials said
mostly containerized cargo was being diverted from
Gulf transshipment hubs, including Jebel Ali, Fujairah,
and Khor Fakkan in the United Arab Emirates, and
Salalah in Oman. [Arab News 1]

In parallel, Gwadar, Pakistan's Chinese-backed port on
the Arabian Sea in Balochistan province near the
Iranian border, is being promoted as another
alternative routing hub. On May 4, it received its first
transshipment vessel of the month, carrying 16,077
metric tons of Chinese-origin industrial equipment and
pipes originally destined for Kuwait after diversion
from its intended route through the Strait of Hormuz.
The Gwadar Port Authority said the call followed four
transshipment vessel arrivals in April and presented
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the trend as evidence of the port's growing role in
regional cargo handling during maritime disruption.
[Arab News 2]

The Iran-bound cargo issue is related but more
specific. Around 3,000 containers destined for Iran
have reportedly been stranded at Karachi and Port
Qasim because shipping companies avoided Iranian
ports [see AR No. 17, April/2026, 4]. Islamabad has
therefore allowed third-country goods bound for Iran
to enter through Karachi, Port Qasim, or Gwadar and
then move by road through six designated routes in
Balochistan, Pakistan’s southwestern province
bordering Iran. These routes connect Pakistani ports
with the Iranian border crossings of Gabd and Taftan
and are based on a 2008 Pakistan-Iran road transport
arrangement. [Arab News 3]

Officials are also considering moving some Iran-bound
cargo by smaller vessels from Karachi to Gwadar
before onward transport to Iran, because Gwadar is
much closer to the Iranian border. One port official
said this could save around PKR 50 million (USD
175,000) in transport costs, while the Gwadar-Gabd
route reportedly reduces travel time to the Iranian
border to two to three hours, compared with 16 to 18
hours from Karachi.

Beyond the immediate crisis response, Pakistan is
using the same geography to advance a wider Central
Asia connectivity agenda. Following talks with
Tajikistan's ambassador, Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal Khan said Pakistan is exploring multiple corridor
options to improve trade resilience, including routes
under the Quadrilateral Traffic in Transit Agreement
(QTTA), a transit framework involving Pakistan, China,
Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan that enables goods
movement while bypassing Afghanistan. The
government is also seeking to develop logistics hubs,
offloading facilities, and multimodal links connecting
Central Asia with Pakistan’s ports. [Arab News 4]

As part of this push, Pakistan dispatched its first export
consignment from the Karachi Export Processing
Zones Authority to Kyrgyzstan by land, consisting of
value-added products including herbal oils, herbal tea,
henna, creams, and soaps. The shipment follows the
earlier arrival of goods from Kyrgyzstan to Karachi
through the China-linked route via the Khunjerab Pass
and Sost dry port, and comes as Pakistan also explores
transit options through Iran, including routes via
Gwadar and the Gabd-Rimdan border crossing. [Arab
News 5]

Pakistan is also extending the connectivity agenda
from physical trade routes to digital infrastructure.
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Information Technology Minister Shaza Fatima
Khawaja said Pakistan has signed an agreement
intended to make the country a data transit hub for
Central Asia, with a proposed digital corridor running
from Karachi through Central Asia, across the Caspian
region to Azerbaijan and Europe. The government
plans to expand fiber connectivity, increase fiberized
telecom towers from 16 percent to about 60 percent
within three years, extend fiber access from around 2
million to 3 million homes to at least 10 million within
two years, and support a wider 5G rollout and
additional submarine cable links. [Arab News 6]

EU, Germany support Cambodia’s customs
digitalization to boost logistics hub
ambition

(dqgl) The European Union (EU) and Germany are
supporting Cambodia’s efforts to modernize customs
and logistics systems, aiming to strengthen its role as a
regional trade and logistics hub. The initiative was
highlighted during a April 24 visit by EU Ambassador to
Cambodia Igor Driesmans and German Ambassador
Stefan Messerer to Techo International Airport.

The initiative is backed by the EU-Germany Global
Access and Trade Expertise program (2024-2028),
which combines infrastructure upgrades with
regulatory reform and private sector engagement.
European firms, including logistics operators such as
DHL and airport partner VINCI Airports, are
contributing operational expertise to improve supply
chain integration.

The reforms are designed to support rising e-
commerce and trade flows. Cambodia’s air cargo
volume reached 93,889 tons in 2025, up 21 percent
year-on-year, reinforcing the urgency of upgrading
logistics capacity as part of its broader ambition to
integrate more deeply into regional and global supply
chains. [Cambodianess]

Malaysia condemns Israel’s interception
of Gaza-bound flotilla

(dqgl) Anwar lbrahim has strongly condemned Israel’s
interception of the Global Sumud Flotilla carrying
humanitarian aid to Gaza, describing the action as a
violation of international maritime law and calling for
the immediate release of detained activists, including
Malaysian nationals.
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On social media, Anwar accused Israeli forces of using
“violent” and “barbaric” measures against the convoy,
which was reportedly intercepted in international
waters while en route to deliver aid to the Gaza Strip.
He characterized the operation as akin to piracy and
urged that detainees be treated in accordance with
humanitarian principles. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Ten Malaysian, detained during the interception of the
flotilla, have been released. [Free Malaysia Today]

The flotilla, consisting of around 100 vessels with
approximately 1,000 activists from multiple countries,
aimed to challenge Israel's longstanding blockade of
Gaza, in place since 2007. Organizers said Israeli naval
forces seized multiple ships and disrupted
communications during the operation.

US, Philippines and allies expand
Balikatan military drills as China builds
new island in disputed waters and stages
parallel show of force

(ms) The annual Balikatan military exercises between
the United States and the Philippines have concluded
their most expansive edition to date, with around
17,000 troops from seven countries conducting drills
across northern Luzon, the South China Sea and the
Luzon Strait from April 20 to May 8. Running in parallel,
China has launched new large-scale island construction
in the South China Sea and coordinated naval
movements around Taiwan and Luzon - a combination
that has turned what was once a routine training cycle
into one of the most visible strategic confrontations in
the Indo-Pacific this year.

The locations chosen for the exercises are not
coincidental. Northern Luzon sits close to Taiwan,
Palawan faces the disputed South China Sea, and the
Luzon Strait is the key waterway linking the two.
Participants this year included Japan, Australia,
Canada, France and New Zealand alongside US and
Philippine forces, reflecting the steady
internationalization of what was until recently a largely
bilateral alliance exercise.

Japan's role stands out in particular. For the first time,
Japanese ground forces participated actively on
Philippine soil - a historically charged development
given the legacy of World War Il occupation. Tokyo
deployed around 1,400 personnel alongside ships,
aircraft and Type 88 anti-ship missiles, marking its first
full participation under the reciprocal access
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agreement with Manila that took effect last year.
Japan's ShinMaywa US-2 amphibious aircraft - a
search-and-rescue plane capable of landing on rough
open water - splashed down near Palawan as part of a
joint casualty evacuation drill with the US Navy, a quiet
but telling demonstration of how far Japan's
operational footprint in the region has expanded.
Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi observed
exercises in person, including a live-fire sinking of a
decommissioned vessel off the northern Philippine
coast near the South China Sea and Taiwan.

The weapons systems on display reflected the growing
emphasis on deterring a potential conflict rather than
merely training for one. The Philippines fired its
BrahMos cruise missiles, currently Manila's most
powerful weapon system. US forces deployed a mobile
anti-ship missile launcher in northern Luzon capable of
targeting vessels across the Luzon Strait. In Palawan,
multinational forces conducted counter-landing drills
with HIMARS rocket artillery, Stinger surface-to-air
missiles and Javelin anti-tank systems. US Army units
also demonstrated counter-drone systems including
the VAMPIRE precision strike platform and the FS-LIDS
detection and tracking system, reflecting how drone
warfare has become a central concern for all
participants. Organizers stated the exercises were not
directed at any specific country, while simultaneously
noting that the systems and terrain practiced over
would be operationally critical in any conflict in the
region.

China's response made the implicit explicit. A Chinese
aircraft carrier group moved through the Taiwan Strait
during the exercises, while other naval units operated
in the western Pacific east of Luzon. Beijing also
deployed a new amphibious assault ship designed
partly for drone operations toward the South China
Sea. Taken together, allied forces were drilling across
Philippine territory and nearby waters while Chinese
forces positioned themselves to the east and
southwest of Luzon.

The island-building activity adds a longer-term
dimension to this confrontation. According to the Asia
Maritime Transparency Initiative, a Washington-based
research group that tracks activity in disputed waters
using commercial satellite imagery, China began
dredging at Antelope Reef in the Paracel Islands in
October 2025 - its first major reclamation project in
the South China Sea since 2017. By March 2026,
roughly 1,490 acres of land had been created,
approaching the size of Mischief Reef, currently China's
largest outpost in the region. The new landmass is
large enough to support a 9,000-foot runway and could
accommodate naval, coast guard and surveillance



infrastructure. Analysts noted the location extends
China's operational reach toward Vietham's coastline
and sends a signal to Hanoi, which has its own ongoing
reclamation activities in the Spratly Islands further
south.

On the water, the Philippine Coast Guard used
Canada's Dark Vessel Detection System to identify four
Chinese research vessels conducting what Manila
described as unauthorized marine scientific research
within Philippine waters, and deployed aircraft and
vessels to expel them. Meanwhile, a civilian coalition
called Atin Ito - meaning "This Is Ours" - completed its
fourth mission to Pag-asa Island in the disputed Spratly
Islands, planting the Philippine flag on a nearby
sandbar despite being pursued by Chinese coast guard
vessels. The symbolic gesture drew wide attention in
the Philippines, where public sentiment over Chinese
activity in the South China Sea has hardened
considerably in recent years. [Defence Industry
Europe] [Military Affairs] [Naval News][PhilStar 1]
[PhilStar 2] [PhilStar 3] [US Army]

Philippines offers to facilitate Cambodia-
Thailand talks

(Im) The Philippines has offered to help facilitate
dialogue between Thailand and Cambodia as both
sides seek to reduce tensions and rebuild confidence.
Thai Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow
said the offer followed recent diplomatic exchanges,
including a phone call between Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, and that a possible trilateral meeting
could be explored during the ASEAN Summit in Cebu
from May 6 to 8. He stressed that the Philippines
would help create a conducive environment but would
not replace direct Thai-Cambodian negotiations.

The discussions come as Thailand reassesses its
approach to Cambodia, including the long-stalled 2001
memorandum of understanding on overlapping
maritime claims, known as MoU 44, which has
produced limited progress for more than two decades.
Sihasak said Thailand is seeking a new framework
based on international law, particularly the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
the main global treaty governing maritime rights and
boundaries. He also called for confidence-building
measures, including restraint in both actions and
public statements that could escalate tensions.
[Bangkok Post]
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Japanese special envoy meets
Bangladesh’s prime minister

(Im) Japanese Prime Minister’s Special Envoy and
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Suzuki
Norikazu met Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman during a visit to Dhaka with a high-level
delegation. Suzuki later attended a parliamentary
session, where lawmakers formally welcomed the
delegation. [Dhaka Tribune]

Belarus seeks sectoral cooperation with
Bangladesh’s new government

(Im) Bangladesh and Belarus have discussed possible
cooperation in agriculture, defense, textiles and ready-
made garments, labor migration, information
technology, pharmaceuticals, and jute. The talks took
place during a meeting between State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Shama Obaed Islam and Mikhail Kasko,
Belarus's non-resident ambassador to Bangladesh.
Both sides also discussed holding Foreign Office
Consultations more regularly, which would provide a
formal channel to identify concrete projects and
agreements in the listed sectors. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh discusses trade and labor
cooperation with United Arab Emirates

(Im) Bangladesh and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
discussed expanding cooperation in trade, investment,
and manpower export during a meeting between the
UAE ambassador and the Prime Minister's Adviser on
Foreign Affairs. The UAE is a key Gulf destination for
Bangladeshi migrant workers and an important
economic partner, making labor mobility and
investment central to the bilateral agenda. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Cambodia-India joint military exercise
expands scale and operational scope

(dqgl) Around 120 personnel from the Indian Army
arrived in Cambodia on May 3 to participate in the 15-
day joint exercise with the Royal Cambodian Army at a
training center in Kampong Speu province. The drill,
running until 18 May, brings together approximately
120 Indian and 160 Cambodian troops under the
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theme of joint counter-terrorism and humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief (HADR) operations.

The exercise combines command-post planning with
field training at the company level, conducted within a
UN peacekeeping framework focused on sub-
conventional environments. Training activities include
drone operations, mortar drills, sniper tactics, and
coordinated operations in semi-urban scenarios,
reflecting evolving requirements in international
peacekeeping missions. The Indian contingent is drawn
largely from the Maratha Light Infantry Regiment.

This marks the second iteration of the bilateral
exercise, following an initial, smaller-scale edition held
in Pune in December 2024, where both sides deployed
around 20 personnel. The expanded participation and
broader training scope in the current exercise indicate
a progression toward more substantive operational
engagement. [Kiripost]

Cambodia-South Korea police summit
expands joint operations against
transnational crime networks

(dqgl) Cambodian National Police (CNP) Commissioner
General Sar Theth and Korean National Police Agency
(KNPA) Acting Commissioner General Yoo Jae Seong
agreed on April 29 in Seoul to broaden bilateral police
cooperation beyond online scam cases to include drug-
related crime and illegal gambling, during the
Cambodia-Korea National Police Summit. The
expansion builds on the existing joint task force
targeting crimes involving Korean nationals and
reflects a shift toward a more comprehensive counter-
transnational crime framework.

The two sides committed to enhancing real-time
information sharing and conducting joint investigations
in accordance with respective legal systems, with a
focus on criminal networks increasingly operating
across Southeast Asia. Both police leaders emphasized
the growing scale and complexity of transnational
crime, reaffirming the need for closer coordination to
protect citizens and maintain regional security.

Operationally, the cooperation will be supported by
South Korea's capacity-building assistance. The Korean
National Police Agency, in partnership with the Korea
International Cooperation Agency, is implementing an
Official Development Assistance program worth KRW
18 billion won (USD 12 million) to strengthen
Cambodia’s forensic science and crime scene
investigation capabilities. Part of this support is
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specifically aimed at improving responses to
increasingly sophisticated cross-border criminal
activities.

Since the establishment of the bilateral task force in
late 2025, cooperation has already yielded tangible
results. Joint operations have led to the arrest of 166
suspects, including Korean fugitives located in
Cambodia, and the rescue of five Korean nationals,
demonstrating the effectiveness of coordinated
enforcement mechanisms. [Cambodianess]

China orders firms to ignore US sanctions
on refiners under anti-sanctions
framework

(ms) China has ordered domestic companies not to
comply with US sanctions on five Chinese oil refiners
linked to the Iranian crude trade, using its anti-
sanctions framework in a rare direct challenge to
Washington’s sanctions system and raising legal risks
for banks and companies caught between US and
Chinese rules.

The Ministry of Commerce issued the order after the
United States blacklisted several refiners, including
Hengli Petrochemical’s Dalian refinery, over alleged
links to Iranian oil purchases. The US sanctions
involved asset freezes and transaction bans. Beijing
said the measures unlawfully restrict normal trade
with third countries and lack authorization from the
United Nations. The Chinese order bans recognition,
enforcement and compliance with the US sanctions
inside China.

The move matters because China has often criticized
US unilateral sanctions but usually allowed large
companies and banks to quietly comply in order to
preserve access to the dollar system. This time, Beijing
is telling firms the opposite: they risk violating Chinese
law if they follow US restrictions. That marks a
significant escalation before President Donald Trump's
planned visit to Beijing.

The legal basis is China’s anti-sanctions framework,
introduced in 2021 and recently revised. It allows
Beijing to counter foreign sanctions it considers
discriminatory or unlawful. Measures can include trade
and investment restrictions, entry and exit bans, asset
freezes, and orders preventing Chinese individuals or
companies from implementing foreign sanctions. The
purpose is to block what Beijing calls US “long-arm
jurisdiction”, meaning Washington'’s use of its financial
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and legal power to control transactions between non-
US parties (see AIR No. 17, April/2026, 4).

The immediate pressure falls on banks and
counterparties. Chinese refiners such as Hengli rely
mainly on domestic banks, but major state-owned
lenders also have international exposure and cannot
easily ignore US sanctions risk. If they process
transactions with sanctioned entities, they could face
US penalties. If they refuse, they may breach China's
blocking order. Some firms may seek exemptions from
Chinese regulators, which the law allows in cases of
exceptional hardship or inconvenience.

The energy context is also important. China is the
world’s largest buyer of Iranian oil, much of it handled
through private refiners rather than state oil majors.
These refiners have benefited from discounted crude
from Iran, Russia and Venezuela and are generally less
exposed to the US financial system than large state
firms. But Hengli is a major private refining and
petrochemical player, making the US action more
disruptive than earlier sanctions on smaller traders or
terminals.

Beijing's response is calibrated but risky. It does not yet
sanction US firms directly, but it nullifies the US
measures inside China and forces companies to
choose between legal systems. If Washington escalates
by targeting Chinese banks or larger state entities,
Beijing is likely to respond more aggressively. The
dispute therefore turns sanctions enforcement from
an oil-trade issue into a broader test of economic
sovereignty between the world's two largest
economies. [Bloomberg 1] [Bloomberg 2] [Reuters]

US threatens visa sanctions on China over
stalled deportations

(ms) The United States is preparing possible visa
restrictions against China, accusing Beijing of slowing
cooperation on the return of Chinese nationals who
are in the US illegally. The warning comes just days
before President Donald Trump's planned visit to
Beijing on 14-15 May, where deportations are
expected to be among the issues raised with President
Xi Jinping.

A senior Trump administration official told Reuters that
China had reduced cooperation over the past six
months after initially accepting about 3,000 deportees
in early 2025 through charter and commercial flights.
Washington says Beijing is delaying travel documents
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and landing approvals for US-funded deportation
flights.

The issue has been a long-running irritant in US-China
relations. US officials have for years accused China of
being slow to take back citizens who have overstayed
visas or entered the country illegally. Beijing has said it
opposes illegal migration but argues that repatriations
require verification and cooperation between
governments.

According to the US official, more than 100,000
undocumented Chinese nationals are currently in the
United States. More than 30,000 have final removal
orders, while over 1,500 are detained awaiting
deportation. Independent estimates differ, with the
Migration Policy Institute previously putting the
number of unauthorized Chinese immigrants far
higher.

Washington is considering tougher measures if China
does not increase cooperation, including higher cash
bonds for visa applicants, more visa denials and
broader entry restrictions. Under Section 243(d) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act, the US can impose
visa sanctions on countries deemed “recalcitrant” in
accepting deportees. [Reuters]

China threatens retaliation as EU moves
against Huawei and ZTE

(ms) China has threatened countermeasures against
the European Union if Brussels turns its long-standing
warnings about Huawei and ZTE into binding
restrictions, opening a new front in the technology and
security dispute between China and Europe.

The European Commission has recommended that EU
member states exclude Huawei and ZTE equipment
from telecom connectivity infrastructure. Under new
cybersecurity rules now being advanced, the EU would
gain stronger powers to ban equipment from suppliers
considered “high risk” across the bloc. China says such
rules are discriminatory and has warned it could
respond with investigations or reciprocal measures
against EU companies.

The dispute is not new. Since the rollout of 5G, several
European governments have treated Huawei as a
national security risk because of its ties to China’s
political system and the possibility that telecom
equipment could be used for espionage, sabotage or
remote disruption. Huawei has repeatedly denied that
it poses a security threat. Until now, however, EU policy
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was largely based on voluntary guidance, including the
2020 “5G toolbox,” which encouraged governments to
limit reliance on high-risk suppliers. The new approach
would make such restrictions much harder to ignore.

The conflict is also widening beyond mobile networks.
The European Commission is now blocking EU funding
for solar-panel inverters from high-risk vendors,
including Huawei, citing risks to critical energy
infrastructure. Inverters convert solar power into
electricity usable by the grid, but because they are
digitally connected, officials fear they could
theoretically be manipulated, shut down remotely or
used to access operational data. Politico reported that
suppliers from China, Russia, North Korea and Iran are
affected, while Chinese firms dominate the global
inverter market. [Bloomberg] [Politico] [Reuters]

China supplies over 90 percent of
sanctioned war technology to Russia

(ms) Russia is now importing more than 90 percent of
its sanctioned technology through China, underscoring
Moscow's growing dependence on Beijing for critical
components used in weapons production as the war in
Ukraine continues.

The share has risen from about 80 percent last year,
according to assessments cited by Bloomberg, as the
European Union tightens enforcement against
alternative routes used by Russia to obtain restricted
goods. The volume change was not disclosed, but the
supply has helped Russia increase production of
weapons systems, including missiles and drones.

The restricted items include semiconductors,
integrated circuits, electronics and machinery that can
be used in military production. Western sanctions are
designed to prevent Russia from accessing such dual-
use technology, but enforcement is difficult because
many components move through intermediaries, re-
export networks and companies outside the EU or
United States.

The EU has sanctioned firms in several countries,
including China and Hong Kong, for allegedly helping
Russia circumvent export controls. However, these
measures have not stopped Chinese channels from
becoming the dominant route for sanctioned
technology into Russia. Bloomberg has also previously
reported that Beijing has provided Russia with
geospatial intelligence, military-use satellite imagery
and drones, while reducing similar exports to Ukraine
and other countries.
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For Beijing, the policy remains calibrated. China avoids
formally entering the war, but its trade and technology
flows are indispensable for Russia’s military-industrial
base. [Bloomberg] [UNN]

Hungary Orban-era China loan disclosure
raises debt and transparency questions

(ms) Hungary has released key terms of a previously
opaque EUR 1 billion (USD 1.2 billion) loan taken from
Chinese state-backed lenders under outgoing Prime
Minister Viktor Orban, turning the deal into an early
test for incoming premier Peter Magyar's pledge to
review costly agreements signed during Orban’s 16-
year rule.

The loan was agreed in April 2024 with China
Development Bank, the Export-Import Bank of China
and the Hungarian unit of Bank of China. Authorities
initially disclosed only the amount and maturity after
months of delay, while withholding most contractual
details on banking secrecy and national-interest
grounds.

The newly released terms show that the three-year
loan carries a variable rate of 1.5 percentage points
above six-month EURIBOR, currently equal to about
3.916 percent per year. Hungary also paid EUR 8
million (USD 9.6 million) in one-off arrangement and
commitment fees. The debt is due to be repaid in a
single installment in April 2027.

The financing was reportedly intended for
infrastructure and energy projects, but the short
maturity and foreign-currency structure have raised
concerns over refinancing risk. Hungarian liabilities to
Chinese creditors are now above HUF 1 trillion (USD
2.7 billion), and the transaction increased the share of
foreign-denominated public debt.

The disclosure is politically sensitive because Magyar,
who takes office on May 9 after defeating Orban, has
promised to examine international contracts
concluded under the previous government. Critics
argue Hungary may have had cheaper financing
options, including EU-linked funds, but those remain
partly blocked because of rule-of-law disputes with
Brussels.

The case also fits a broader pattern of Orban-era
alignment with Beijing. Hungary has hosted major
Chinese investment projects and used Chinese
financing while clashing with the EU over governance
and democratic standards. The loan itself may be
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commercially defensible, but the secrecy around it has
strengthened claims that strategic foreign deals were
shielded from public scrutiny. [Bloomberg] [Daily News
Hungary]

China deepens green-energy role with
new wind projects in Kazakhstan

(ms) Kazakhstan has launched construction of a 500
MW wind power plant with Chinese participation,
adding to a growing list of China-backed renewable-
energy projects that show Beijing's expanding
economic influence in Central Asia.

The new wind farm is being developed by Karaganda
Wind Power LLP, a Kazakh-Chinese joint venture, in the
Osakarov district of Karaganda region in central
Kazakhstan, a coal-mining and industrial area
southeast of the capital Astana. Investment is
estimated at USD 645 million, with annual output
expected at about 1.6 billion kWh of electricity. The
plant is scheduled for commissioning in 2029 and is
expected to cut carbon dioxide emissions by roughly
1.3 million tons per year. Around 600 jobs are
expected during construction.

The project follows a separate USD 114 million wind-
turbine component plant launched in Zhambyl region,
in southern Kazakhstan near the Kyrgyz border, by
Samruk-Kazyna and China's SANY Renewable Energy.
That facility is expected to produce nacelles, hubs,
towers and other key wind-power components, with a
localization target of at least 30 percent and a planned
SANY R&D center. It is intended to support
Kazakhstan's wider plan to add around 6 GW of
renewable capacity by 2030.

Together, the projects show how China is moving
beyond roads, railways and oil links in Central Asia into
higher-value industrial and energy infrastructure.
Kazakhstan is trying to reduce dependence on coal and
raise renewables from roughly 7 percent of its energy
mix, while also meeting fast-growing electricity
demand. Chinese firms offer capital, equipment and
fast project execution.

The shift fits a broader regional pattern. China's trade
with the five Central Asian states reached USD 106.3
billion in 2025, up 12 percent year-on-year, while
Beijing has increasingly tied investment to energy,
mining, transport and technology projects. [Tengri
News] [The Times of Central Asia]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-tiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-tdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-tdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-tdr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-tdr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-tdy/

China, Turkmenistan sign major gas
contract but leaves Ashgabat to pay the
bill

(ms) China has signed a USD 4.6 billion contract linked
to Turkmenistan's giant Galkynysh gas field, but the
deal comes with an important caveat: Beijing is not
financing it. The project strengthens China’s role in
Turkmenistan's energy sector, yet also shows that
Beijing is becoming more selective in how much risk it
takes in Central Asia.

The contract was signed with China Petroleum
Engineering Corporation, a unit linked to China
National Petroleum Corporation, for Phase Four of the
Galkynysh field. Galkynysh is located in eastern
Turkmenistan, in the desert region near Mary province,
and is one of the world's largest natural gas fields. The
new phase is expected to add processing capacity of
around 10 billion cubic meters of commercial gas per
year, with construction due to begin in 2026 and take
just over four years.

The gas matters because Turkmenistan is China’s key
pipeline-gas supplier in Central Asia. Existing pipeline
routes already carry Turkmen gas eastward through
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan into China, and the
planned Line D of the Central Asia-China gas pipeline
would further raise regional export capacity. China is
already by far Turkmenistan's dominant gas customer,
taking around 90 percent of the country's gas exports,
which are Turkmenistan’s main export good and the
backbone of state revenue. For Beijing, Turkmenistan
offers overland energy supply that avoids maritime
chokepoints such as the Strait of Hormuz.

But the financing structure is striking. Unlike earlier
Chinese overseas infrastructure deals, the Galkynysh
expansion is reportedly being paid for entirely by
Turkmenistan. That suggests China wants the gas and
the engineering contract, but not necessarily the
financial exposure. It also indicates that
Turkmenistan’s need to maintain and expand exports
to China is strong enough for Ashgabat to carry the
project cost itself.

The deal comes as China’s influence across Central
Asia continues to broaden. Beijing is investing in
energy, rail, logistics, agriculture, manufacturing and
education across the region. Kazakhstan is expanding
the Khorgos cross-border hub and attracting Chinese
carmakers and renewable-energy firms. Kyrgyzstan is
discussing Chinese-backed power and manufacturing
projects. Tajikistan is deepening security contacts with
Chinese authorities in its eastern Gorno-Badakhshan
region, which borders China’s Xinjiang region.



Turkmenistan is also looking beyond gas. Chinese
firms have proposed magnesium alloy production,
polycarbonate manufacturing, high-speed rail and
cooperation in finance, agriculture, construction,
transport and communications. Still, the Galkynysh
contract remains the core story. [Caspian News]
[Eurasianet] [Yicai Global]

Zambia cancels Human rights convention
after reported Chinese pressure over
Taiwan participants

(ms/ak) Zambia has cancelled the 2026 RightsCon
summit days before it was due to open in Lusaka, after
organisers said China pressured the Zambian
government to exclude Taiwanese civil society
participants. The case highlights Beijing's growing
ability to shape international civic spaces abroad,
especially in countries where China has strong
economic and diplomatic influence.

RightsCon, organised by the US-based digital rights
group Access Now, is one of the world's largest
conferences on human rights and technology. It brings
together activists, NGOs, researchers, companies and
policymakers to discuss issues such as internet
censorship, surveillance, cyberwarfare, online
repression and digital security. More than 2,600 people
were expected to attend in person in Zambia, with
another 1,100 joining online from more than 150
countries.

Access Now said Zambian officials first indicated that
the summit was being “postponed”, but later
communications made clear that the event could only
proceed if organisers moderated certain topics and
excluded “communities at risk”, including Taiwanese
participants, from both in-person and online
participation. Access Now called this a red line and said
it believed “foreign interference” was the reason the
conference could not go ahead.

The Zambian government said it needed more
information about the themes and topics of discussion
to ensure they aligned with national values, policy
priorities and public interest. Human rights groups
rejected that explanation and called for a full account
of why the conference was stopped at such short
notice.

The cancellation reflects Zambia's dependence on
Chinese ties. China has major mining interests in the
country and has funded infrastructure projects,
including the refurbishment of the Mulungushi
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Conference Centre, the planned RightsCon venue.
[Associated Press] [China Digital Times] [RightsCon]

Taipei condemned the incident as a case of
transnational repression aimed at marginalizing
Taiwan internationally and undermining open human
rights dialogue. [Taipei Times]

Chinese state-backed mining company
expands Ecuador foothold with USD 1.7
billion gold project

(ms) China is deepening its control over overseas
mineral supply chains, with state-backed mining group
CMOC securing a USD 1.7 billion agreement to develop
Ecuador’s Cangrejos gold and copper project — a deal
that strengthens Beijing's access to strategic resources
in Latin America even as Quito moves closer to
Washington.

CMOC, formerly China Molybdenum, is a Chinese
state-backed mining company: its largest shareholder
is linked to the Luoyang municipal government in
Henan province, giving the project a clear strategic
dimension beyond ordinary private investment.

Through its local subsidiary Odin Mining Ecuador,
CMOC will develop the Cangrejos deposit in El Oro
province, in southern Ecuador near the border with
Peru. The project is expected to become Ecuador’s first
large-scale open-pit gold mine and one of the country's
most important gold and copper operations.
Construction is planned to begin before the end of
2027.

The deposit is estimated to contain 11.6 million ounces
of gold, 1.4 billion pounds of copper and 14.4 million
ounces of silver. CMOC acquired the project through
its takeover of Canada’s Lumina Gold, allowing a
Chinese company to take control of an advanced Latin
American mining asset without having to start
exploration from scratch.

For China, the value lies in both gold and copper. Gold
offers financial and reserve value at a time of currency
and geopolitical uncertainty, while copper is central to
electrification, grids, electric vehicles and renewable
energy infrastructure. CMOC is already one of China's
most important overseas mining players, with major
exposure to cobalt, copper, molybdenum, tungsten
and niobium. Cangrejos therefore fits into a broader
strategy of securing minerals needed for industrial
resilience and energy transition technologies.
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Ecuador expects to retain 50 percent of the project’s
value and receive about USD 4.39 billion in state
revenue over the mine's projected 26-year life, plus
USD 54 million in advance royalties. The project is also
expected to create more than 1,200 direct jobs. CMOC
plans to build its own power generation plant to avoid
adding pressure to Ecuador’s electricity grid.

The deal is also geopolitically sensitive. Ecuador has
moved closer to Washington under President Daniel
Noboa, and the United States signed a critical minerals
agreement with Quito in February 2026. [UPI]

India-China defense talks at SCO meeting
continue normalization push

(dql) Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh met his
Chinese counterpart Admiral Dong Jun in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan, on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence Ministers'
meeting last week, with discussions focused on
maintaining stability along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) and broader regional security developments,
including the Middle East.

The engagement forms part of an ongoing stabilization
process following the 2020 Galwan Valley clashes,
which severely strained bilateral ties. Both sides
exchanged views on the current border situation and
reiterated the need to preserve peace in frontier areas.

Recent months have seen incremental progress,
including disengagement at multiple friction points in
eastern Ladakh and a 2024 agreement covering
remaining areas at Depsang and Demchok.
Subsequent high-level contacts between Narendra
Modi and Xi Jinping have signaled efforts to stabilize
relations through confidence-building measures.

Separately, Singh held talks with Russian Defence
Minister Andrei Belousov, reviewing ongoing defense
cooperation, including delivery of the S-400 air defense
system. India’s USD 5 billion procurement agreement
(2018) covers five units, with three delivered and
remaining systems expected in 2026; additional
acquisitions have been approved, expanding planned
deployment.

Further bilateral meetings were held with defense
counterparts from Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, and
Kazakhstan, focusing on capacity building, training,
and expanded defense cooperation. [The New Indian
Express]
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India-Myanmar naval cooperation
deepens

(dql) India and Myanmar have moved to reinforce their
maritime and broader defense partnership. Indian
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi, during a recent
four-day visit to Myanmar, held talks with senior
Myanmar naval leadership aimed at strengthening
bilateral defense cooperation, with a particular focus
on maritime security, training collaboration, and
operational engagement in the Bay of Bengal.

Tripathi met Aung Aung Naing, Commander of the
Central Naval Command, and Khun Aung Kyaw,
Commander of the Naval Training Command.
Discussions covered expanded navy-to-navy
cooperation, enhanced interoperability, maritime
security coordination, and consolidation of existing
defense mechanisms. Both sides also reviewed
avenues to broaden joint training and future
operational collaboration, underscoring a shared
interest in maintaining a stable regional maritime
environment.

Tripathi also handed over defense assistance items,
including a containerized small arms simulator and a
rigid inflatable boat, reinforcing its role in maritime
capacity-building in the region.

The visit also served as a review of existing bilateral
engagements such as coordinated patrols, joint naval
exercises, training exchanges, and hydrographic
cooperation. Myanmar's participation in Indian Navy-
led multilateral initiatives was highlighted as an
indicator of steadily deepening defense ties. [The
Sentinel]

Canada, India continue revived trade pact
talks

(dql) India and Canada have stepped up engagement
on the proposed Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA), with senior ministers
holding a virtual meeting to accelerate negotiations
ahead of Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney's
upcoming visit to India.

As part second round of negotiations on the free trade
agreement—covering five days this week—following a
first round in March, on May 4, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and Canada’s
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International Trade Minister Maninder Sidhu discussed
ways to advance CEPA talks, including expanding
structured delegation-level exchanges to maintain
momentum in the negotiating process. Both sides
signaled optimism about progress, with a shared focus
on unlocking greater trade and investment
opportunities.

The renewed push comes as bilateral trade exceeds
USD 30 billion annually, with both governments
targeting a doubling of trade to USD 50 billion by 2030.
The proposed agreement is expected to span goods
and services, investment, agriculture, and digital
commerce.

CEPA negotiations, originally launched in 2010, have
faced repeated interruptions over the years during
which relations deteriorated sharply. Tensions under
the previous Canadian government escalated after
Ottawa alleged possible Indian involvement in the
2023 killing of Sikh separatist leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a claim India strongly denied, amid broader
disputes over Canada’s tolerance of pro-Khalistan
activism and resulting diplomatic expulsions that
severely strained bilateral relations. The talks were
formally revived following a political reset between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister
Mark Carney. Both leaders agreed in recent months to
relaunch talks and pursue a high-ambition framework
to deepen economic integration (see AiR No. 9,
March/2026,.1).

Carney's upcoming visit to Mumbai and New Delhi is
expected to further advance discussions, with
meetings planned across government and business
sectors, including focus areas such as energy,
technology, artificial intelligence, talent mobility, and
defense cooperation. [DD News] [Fortune India]

The talks are being held as the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS) has retained India on its list
of key states involved in foreign interference and
espionage, but its latest 2025 public report significantly
scales back critical language and omits explicit
references to the Hardeep Singh Nijjar murder case
that had previously driven a major diplomatic rupture.

Notably, the 2025 report excludes any mention of the
Nijjar case, which had previously been central to
Canada-India tensions, including allegations of links
between Indian agents and criminal networks and the
expulsion of diplomats in 2024. Earlier formulations
that directly linked India’s conduct to targeted
repression and explicitly named senior political
leadership also do not appear in the updated version.
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Instead, the report offers a broader characterization of
past influence activities, including covert relationships
and “transnational repression” against critics, while
maintaining that advocacy for Khalistan separatism is
legal in Canada but warning about a small subset of
actors linked to extremist activity. [The Wire]

U.S. maintains pressure on India over
pharmaceutical regime

(dqgl) The U.S. Trade Representative has again placed
India on its “Priority Watch List” in latest Special 301
Report—an annual assessment of how well U.S.
trading partners protect and enforce intellectual
property (IP) rights. The move reaffirms sustained
friction over intellectual property standards,
particularly in pharmaceuticals. While non-punitive, the
designation continues to function as a structured
instrument of trade pressure and negotiation
signaling. [Office of the United States Trade
Representative]

India’s inclusion, unchanged since the 1990s, reflects a
long-standing structural divergence in policy
approaches. The United States continues to advocate
for stricter intellectual property protections, while
India maintains that its domestic framework
appropriately balances innovation incentives with
public health and access considerations; this
assessment is contested by U.S. authorities, which
argue that aspects of the regime fall short of higher
protection standards.

A central point of dispute concerns Section 3(d) of
India’s Patents Act, which restricts patentability of
incremental pharmaceutical modifications unless they
demonstrate enhanced therapeutic efficacy. India
defends the provision as necessary to prevent so-
called “evergreening” of patents, while the United
States characterizes it as overly restrictive and limiting
to intellectual property protections.

The report also criticizes India's refusal to provide data
exclusivity for clinical trial information. The United
States argues that such protection is necessary to
incentivize pharmaceutical innovation, whereas India
maintains that such exclusivity is not required under
WTO rules and could delay the entry of generic
medicines, increasing costs.

Additional concerns cited by the U.S. include
enforcement challenges such as piracy, counterfeiting,
judicial delays, absence of a dedicated trade secrets
statute, and the impact of pharmaceutical price
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controls. Indian authorities argue these issues reflect
implementation constraints rather than systemic
deficiencies and note that trade secrets are protected
through contractual and common law mechanisms.
[The New Indian Express] [South Asia Herald]

India is @ major supplier of global generic medicines,
accounting for roughly one-fifth of worldwide supply,
making pharmaceutical intellectual property a
structurally significant point of divergence in its trade
relations with the United States. Washington prioritizes
stronger IP protections as a driver of pharmaceutical
innovation, while New Delhi places greater emphasis
on affordability and broad access within its public
health framework. As trade negotiations intensify, this
issue is expected to remain a persistent source of
friction, with limited prospects for near-term
convergence.

India, Italy advance strategic defense
partnership with new military
cooperation plan

(dql) India and Italy exchanged the Bilateral Military
Cooperation Plan (MCP) for 2026-27 during talks in
New Delhi between Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and ltalian Defence Minister Guido Crosetto,
formalizing a structured framework for defense
engagement over the next two years. [Rajnath Singh, X]

The MCP prioritizes expanded maritime security
cooperation, including enhanced information sharing
via the Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean
Region (IFC-IOR) in Gurugram, reflecting convergence
on maritime domain awareness between the two
“seafaring nations.” Discussions also covered regional
security developments, including Middle East.

Both sides additionally explored expanded defense
industrial cooperation, aligning India's drive for greater
self-reliance in manufacturing, technology, and supply
chains with Italy's defense industrial framework to
enhance local production, technology collaboration,
and joint manufacturing capabilities. [ANI]

In parallel, an Italian delegation including
representatives of state-owned shipbuilding and naval
engineering company Fincantieri met Indian Coast
Guard officials in New Delhi to discuss expanded
cooperation in shipbuilding, maritime technology, and
capability development.

Discussions focused on potential collaboration with
Indian shipyards on next-generation vessel design,
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including modular platforms, hybrid/electric
propulsion, and enhanced operational systems. Both
sides also explored co-development of niche
technologies such as Al-enabled systems, unmanned
countermeasures, and advanced propulsion and
positioning technologies. [The Pioneer]

India, Sudan deepen reconstruction-
focused cooperation

(dgl) On May 4, Sudan and India held the ninth round
of political consultations in Port Sudan aimed at
expanding cooperation in trade, economic
development, and counter-terrorism, building on
earlier high-level talks in New Delhi that agreed to
activate broader bilateral mechanisms and develop a
strategic economic partnership.

Both sides agreed to strengthen collaboration in
agriculture, energy, pharmaceuticals, mining, and
digital sectors, with an emphasis on private sector
engagement. They also discussed improving trade
facilitation, including financial transaction mechanisms,
and exploring the launch of direct flights to enhance
connectivity.

Security cooperation, particularly counter-terrorism,
was reaffirmed alongside broader regional
consultations. Health cooperation emerged as a
priority, focusing on rebuilding Sudan’s damaged
healthcare system, expanding pharmaceutical
production, and cooperation in telemedicine and
prosthetics, as many Sudanese patients continue to
seek treatment in India due to domestic system
collapse. [Sudan Tribune]

India deepens trade and digital
cooperation with Tanzania

(dqgl) India and Tanzania have strengthened economic
ties as bilateral trade exceeded USD 9 billion in 2025-
26, using the latest Joint Trade Committee meeting in
Dar es Salaam last week to advance a broader agenda
on trade facilitation, infrastructure financing, and
digital integration. [Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, India]

Discussions focused on easing trade frictions,
improving market access, and enhancing financial and
mobility arrangements, including potential local
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currency settlement and simplified business travel
procedures.

Cooperation was consolidated around trade in
resources and industrial goods, digital convergence—
notably payments systems and e-governance
platforms—, and infrastructure development
supported by over USD 1.1 billion in Indian lines of
credit, particularly in water projects with broad social
impact in Tanzania.

Digital cooperation is increasingly strategic, with both
sides exploring interoperability with India’s digital
public infrastructure ecosystem, including real-time
payments and digital identity systems, alongside
regulatory alignment to support cross-border
commerce.

Development cooperation continues to underpin the
relationship, extending into renewable energy,
transport connectivity, and resource processing.
Sectoral engagement also includes healthcare
collaboration and agricultural modernization.

Private sector participation reinforced growing
commercial alignment, while both sides agreed to
accelerate implementation of ongoing initiatives and
strengthen institutional coordination. [DD News]

India and Ecuador deepen cooperation in
energy and digital initiatives

(dql) India and Ecuador have agreed to broaden
cooperation across energy transition, digital systems,
and development finance, reflecting a gradual upgrade
in bilateral engagement within wider South-South
frameworks. [Ministry of External Affairs, India]

During talks in New Delhi on April 29 between External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Ecuadorian Foreign
Minister Gabriela Sommerfeld, both sides reviewed
expansion of ties beyond traditional development
assistance into areas linked to clean energy, digital
infrastructure, and technology-enabled governance.
Ecuador’s decision to join India-led platforms on solar
energy and biodiversity conservation signals growing
alignment with India’s multilateral initiatives.

Development cooperation will be strengthened
through small-scale, high-impact projects, alongside
expanded coordination in multilateral institutions. The
engagement builds on prior high-level exchanges that
have already extended cooperation into emerging
sectors such as Al, cybersecurity, and pharmaceuticals,
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and established diplomatic infrastructure including
India’s resident mission in Quito. [The Pioneer]

India, Jamaica strengthen cooperation

(dqgl) India and Jamaica are seeking to deepen bilateral
relations through sustained diplomatic engagement
focused on expanding economic, developmental, and
strategic cooperation.

During his first visit to Jamaica, India’s External Affairs
Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar held wide-ranging
discussions in Kingston with Jamaican Prime Minister
Andrew Holness and Foreign Minister Kamina J Smith,
centering on strengthening bilateral ties and
expanding economic engagement between the two
countries. [Dr. S. Jaishankar 1, X] [Dr. S. Jaishankar 2, X]

Discussions spanned multiple sectors, including
education, healthcare, agriculture, digital technology,
tourism, sports, entertainment, and infrastructure, as
well as coordination on multilateral issues. Jaishankar
stressed the importance of expanding business
linkages and encouraged greater exploration of
bilateral trade and investment opportunities.
[Devdiscourse] [DD News]

The talks took place during Jaishankar’s ongoing nine-
day, three-nation tour covering Jamaica, Suriname, and
Trinidad and Tobago, reflecting a broader diplomatic
push to reinforce India’s outreach across the
Caribbean region aimed at positioning itself as a long-
term development partner and expanding South-
South cooperation amid growing international
competition for influence in smaller island and
developing states.

Italy’s parliament greenlights donation of
retired aircraft carrier to Indonesia

(ms) Italy’'s parliament has backed a government plan
to donate the retired aircraft carrier Giuseppe
Garibaldi to Indonesia. The Garibaldi, valued at around
EUR 54 million (USD 63 million), entered service in
1985 and was placed in reserve in 2024 after nearly
four decades of operations in the Mediterranean,
Lebanon, Libya, Somalia and other missions. Italian
government documents said the ship no longer meets
current operational requirements because of
structural wear and outdated onboard systems.
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For Italy, the logic is partly financial. Keeping the carrier
in reserve would cost around EUR 5 million a year,
while dismantling it would cost almost EUR 19 million
and take at least two years. Donation is therefore
cheaper than scrapping and politically more useful
than leaving the ship idle. Rome aims to complete the
transfer by December.

For Indonesia, the Garibaldi offers a low-cost way to
expand naval capacity, but not without limitations. The
ship was designed as a light carrier and previously
operated AV-8B Harrier jump jets, but Indonesia does
not currently have a carrier aviation force. Its more
realistic near-term use would be as a helicopter, drone,
training, command or disaster-relief platform.
Indonesian officials have framed the vessel as useful
for humanitarian assistance and aid distribution, which
matters in an archipelagic country frequently hit by
earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic disasters.

The transfer fits Indonesia’s broader naval
modernization. Jakarta must police one of the world's
largest maritime zones, including strategic sea lanes
between the Indian and Pacific oceans. At the same
time, the navy has long faced budget constraints,
ageing platforms and procurement delays. A donated
carrier gives visibility and deck capacity, but it also
brings maintenance, crew training and integration
costs.

The deal also serves Italy's defence industry. Rome is
seeking to expand arms sales to Indonesia, including
submarines and aircraft worth around EUR 1.5 billion.
Fincantieri has already delivered two multipurpose
combat ships to the Indonesian navy under a separate
USD 1.2 billion deal. [Reuters] [The National Interest]
[Zona Militar]

Ukraine offers drone technology expertise
to Japan

(dql) Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha has
signaled Kyiv's readiness to deepen defense
cooperation with Japan, offering to share battlefield-
tested expertise in drones and unmanned systems
with the government of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi.

Sybiha described the proposal as contingent on Japan’s
level of readiness, while indicating interest in elevating
political engagement, including a potential meeting
between President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Takaichi
at the upcoming G7 Summit 2026. He also confirmed
plans to visit Japan later this year. [Kyodo News]
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His statements came shortly after Japanese leading
drone company Terra Drone confirmed a new strategic
partnership with Ukrainian firm WinnyLab to develop
fixed-wing interceptor drones, following an earlier
investment in Amazing Drones in late March focused
on vertical take-off variants—the first such move by a
Japanese firm into Ukraine's defense industry. [The
Japan Times]

In parallel, Japan's relaxation of weapons-export
restrictions last month (see AiR No. 16, April/2026, 3)
has created a political and legal opening for deeper
defense engagement with Ukraine, though Tokyo
continues to stop short of committing to lethal military
support.

Ukrainian Ambassador to Japan Yurii Lutovinov
described the policy adjustment by Prime Minister
Takaichi as a “significant step forward” that enables
formal discussions on potential future cooperation,
including the theoretical possibility of Japanese military
equipment reaching Ukraine.

However, Japan's Foreign Ministry has reiterated that
no such transfers are currently planned, and existing
safeguards still restrict exports to active conflict zones
unless deemed essential to Japan’'s own security
interests. [Reuters]

Angola, Japan commit to deepening
energy, minerals, and investment
cooperation

(dqgl) Japan and Angola agreed to strengthen economic
and strategic cooperation during May 1 talks in Luanda
between Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and
Foreign Minister Teté Antonio, marking 50 years of
diplomatic relations. Motegi's visit to Angola was part
of his four-nation Africa tour, which also includes
Zambia, Kenya, and South Africa from April 29-May 6.

Motegi signaled expanded cooperation in critical
minerals, energy, and infrastructure, and both sides
agreed to promote Japanese corporate participation in
Angola's oil sector and broader resource economy.
Both countries also reaffirmed support for
strengthening bilateral economic ties and expanding
private-sector engagement. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Japan]

The talks come at a time when Angola is seeking
greater deployment of Japanese technology in
infrastructure and energy projects, while Japan is
aiming to reinforce supply chain security through
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closer engagement with resource-rich African
economies. In parallel, bilateral private-sector
exchanges have been gaining momentum in recent
years, reflecting a gradual deepening of commercial
ties alongside government-level cooperation.
[Mexc]Top of Form

Japan, Kenya commit to expanding
cooperation in infrastructure, security,
and economic ties

(dql) Japan and Kenya reaffirmed their partnership
during a May 3 meeting in Nairobi between Foreign
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and Prime Cabinet
Secretary and Foreign Minister Musalia Mudavadi,
marking growing alignment on economic, security, and
diplomatic priorities.

The talks focused on expanding Japanese investment
and improving the business environment for Japanese
firms in Kenya, amid rising corporate presence.
Infrastructure cooperation featured prominently,
particularly ongoing development efforts in the
Mombasa area, including Mombasa Port, which both
sides agreed to continue advancing through joint
public and private initiatives.

Security cooperation was also elevated, with Japan
confirming plans for its first Official Security Assistance
program for Kenya. Both sides agreed to coordinate its
implementation, signaling a new dimension in bilateral
ties.

On international issues, the two countries exchanged
views on regional developments in the Middle East and
East Asia, as well as UN Security Council reform, and
committed to continued coordination in multilateral
forums. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [Sacco
Review]

Motegi's visit to Kenya was part of his four-nation
Africa tour, which also includes Zambia, Angola, and
South Africa from April 29-May 6.

Speaking in Nairobi on May 3, Motegi set out a revised
framework for Japan's engagement with Africa, aligning
it with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's updated Indo-
Pacific vision and reflecting growing emphasis on
economic security and global geopolitical competition.
Motegi described the international environment as
increasingly complex and severe, citing intensifying
geopolitical rivalry and broader global instability. While
not naming specific countries, the remarks were widely
read in the context of competition with China and
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Russia, particularly in Africa and the wider Global
South.

He stated that Japan will update its Indo-Pacific
strategy to strengthen the “resilience and autonomy”
of countries’ economies and security systems, with the
aim of reinforcing a free and open international order.
The revised approach rests on three pillars: promoting
a “continent of peace” in Africa, building a mutually
beneficial growth cycle between Japan and African
economies, and fostering cooperation for future
generations.

Concrete priorities include infrastructure development,
training in advanced technologies such as artificial
intelligence, and expanded support for Japanese
companies operating in Africa. Motegi also highlighted
cooperation on securing critical resources, including
rare earths, through stronger and more resilient
supply chains. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 2]
[The Japan News]

Japan, Zambia agree to deepen economic
ties

(dql) On April 30, Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi held talks in Lusaka with Zambian Foreign
Minister Mulambo Haimbe, focusing on strengthening
economic cooperation and expanding Japanese
investment in the country. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Japan]

Japan signaled its intention to encourage greater
participation by Japanese companies in Zambia,
highlighting the country's strategic importance as a
resource hub with substantial copper and cobalt
reserves—materials central to global supply chains and
the energy transition.

Both sides agreed to further deepen bilateral
economic ties and enhance dialogue and exchanges
across multiple levels, indicating an effort to broaden
engagement beyond traditional diplomatic contacts.
[Qatar News Agency]

The visit marks the first by a Japanese foreign minister
to Zambia in 42 years and serves as the opening stop
of Motegi's African tour, which also includes Angola,
Kenya, and South Africa from April 29-May 6.

Australia-Japan strategic partnership
deepens around supply chain resilience
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and security convergence

(dqgl) Japan and Australia have moved to significantly
reinforce their strategic partnership, agreeing in
Canberra to expand cooperation across critical mineral
supply chains, energy security, and defense
coordination—an alignment driven by shared concerns
over China’s economic leverage and growing
geopolitical instability in the Middle East.

Following their May 4 meeting, Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi and her Australian counterpart
Anthony Albanese described the outcome as a
qualitative upgrade of bilateral ties, underscored by a
new economic security declaration and a broader push
toward institutionalized cooperation. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan]

At the core of the agreement lies a concerted effort to
reduce vulnerability to supply disruptions, particularly
in rare earths and energy. Both sides expressed
concern over tightening export controls—widely
interpreted as targeting China’s dominant position in
critical minerals, where it accounts for the bulk of
global processing capacity. For Japan, which remains
heavily dependent on Chinese rare earth imports, the
initiative reflects a strategic imperative to diversify
supply chains. Australia’s resource base positions it as
a natural partner, though its own reliance on refined
petroleum imports—linked to Middle Eastern crude—
adds complexity to the resilience agenda.

Beyond economics, the two governments signaled a
parallel deepening of defense and cybersecurity
cooperation. Building on their 2023 reciprocal access
agreement, which facilitates joint military operations,
and following last month's landmark USD 7 billion
agreement for Japan to supply Australia with 11
advanced warships (see AR No. 16, April/2026, 3), both
leaders committed to further integrating security
frameworks. [Asia Times]

This includes advancing joint defense industrial
projects, notably the co-development and delivery of
next-generation naval vessels derived from Japan's
Mogami-class frigates for the Australian navy. Such
initiatives point to a gradual shift toward defense-
industrial interdependence.

Takaichi's characterization of the relationship as a
“quasi-alliance” captures the trajectory. While not a
formal treaty alliance, Japan-Australia ties are
increasingly structured, operational, and strategically
aligned. Both countries, long-standing U.S. allies, are
positioning themselves as key nodes in a networked
security architecture across the Indo-Pacific—implicitly
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aimed at balancing China's regional influence and
military assertiveness. [Kyodo News] [ABC News]

Lao power exports rise as Vietnam looks
to avoid shortages

(ms) Vietnam plans to import more electricity from
Laos as it tries to prevent power shortages, especially
in its industrial north. A recent government directive
instructed Vietnamese authorities to secure
uninterrupted supply, including by increasing imports
from Laos and China and building more transmission
lines by 2027.

Laos is already becoming more important to Vietnam’s
grid. In the first quarter of 2026, Laos exported a
record 2.92 billion kWh of electricity to Vietnam, almost
120 percent more than in the same period of 2025.
That accounted for about 3.8 percent of Vietnam's total
power output. By the end of 2025, Vietnam had
approved imports from 47 Lao power projects with a
combined capacity of 8,260 MW, while projects already
supplying electricity reached 2,379 MW.

The increase reflects both Vietnam'’s demand pressure
and Laos' export strategy. Vietnam needs large
amounts of new power for manufacturing, data
centers, industrial zones and electrification. Its
updated power plan estimates USD 136 billion in
investment needs for generation and transmission
between 2026 and 2030. Domestic sources remain
dominated by coal, hydropower and gas, while rooftop
solar is growing but cannot yet cover industrial
demand.

For Laos, the trend supports its long-standing ambition
to become a regional power exporter. Hydropower
remains the core of the sector, but new renewable
projects are changing the mix. The 600 MW Monsoon
Wind Power Project in southern Laos began
commercial operations in late 2025 and sends power
to Vietnam through a dedicated 500 kV line under a 25-
year purchase agreement. Other wind projects,
including Truong Son and Savan 1, are also designed
around exports to Vietnam. [The Star] [Vientiane
Times] [VietnamNet]

Laos, Thailand intensify cross-border haze
cooperation targeting recurring PM2.5
crisis
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(ms) Laos and Thailand are intensifying cooperation
against cross-border haze pollution, as seasonal forest
fires and agricultural burning continue to drive
dangerous PM2.5 levels across mainland Southeast
Asia.

Thai Natural Resources and Environment Minister
Suchart Chomklin met Lao Prime Minister Sonexay
Siphandone in Vientiane on April 29 to discuss new
measures against smoke drifting across the shared
border. Suchart also held separate talks with Lao
Agriculture and Environment Minister Linkham
Douangsavanh, focused on implementation of the
CLEAR Sky Strategy 2030, a joint framework involving
Laos, Thailand and Myanmar.

The strategy targets five areas: forest-fire control,
pollution forecasting, sustainable agriculture, law
enforcement coordination and implementation
capacity. The three countries had already agreed in
January 2026 to expand real-time monitoring,
exchange satellite hotspot data and improve early
warning systems during the dry season, when fires and
haze normally peak.

The issue is politically important because haze is not
only an environmental problem but a cross-border
governance problem. PM2.5 particles are small enough
to enter the lungs and bloodstream, making them a
serious health risk. In northern Thailand, Laos and
Myanmar, pollution spikes are often linked to slash-
and-burn farming, forest fires and open burning used
to clear land before the rainy season. Smoke can travel
across borders, making national-level enforcement
alone ineffective.

Laos saw some relief in late April after rainfall reduced
pollution levels. Government data showed several
provinces returning to “good” air quality, with AQI
readings between 26 and 37. Earlier in April, however,
some areas had recorded readings near 300,
considered “very unhealthy”, while PM2.5 levels in Laos
reportedly exceeded 100 micrograms per cubic meter
nationwide, twice the commonly accepted safety
threshold of 50.

The immediate challenge is enforcement.
Governments can monitor hotspots and exchange
data, but haze reduction depends on changing burning
practices on the ground. That requires alternatives for
farmers, local enforcement against illegal burning and
coordination between central and provincial
authorities. [The Laotian Times] [The Nation]
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Laos seeks support before LDC graduation
during meeting with EU partners

(ms) Laos used the ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting in
Brunei to expand ties with European partners, framing
new cooperation as part of its preparation for
graduation from Least Developed Country status by
2029.

Foreign Minister Thongsavanh Phomvihane held
bilateral meetings with Lithuania, Portugal, Austria,
Cyprus and Slovakia on the sidelines of the April 27-28
meeting. The most concrete outcome was a new
agreement with Lithuania establishing regular
consultations between the two foreign ministries. The
mechanism is meant to support cooperation on trade,
investment, tourism, clean energy, digital
transformation and unexploded ordnance clearance.

The timing matters because Laos is trying to manage a
difficult development transition. Graduation from LDC
status would be a diplomatic achievement, but it can
also reduce access to concessional finance, trade
preferences and special development support. Laos
therefore wants to broaden partnerships before 2029,
especially with European countries that can provide
technical assistance, investment and access to EU
development programs.

UXO clearance remains a central issue. Laos is one of
the world’s most heavily bomb-contaminated countries
as a result of the Vietnam War-era bombing campaign.
Unexploded ordnance still affects rural development,
agriculture and infrastructure projects, making
clearance a practical development priority rather than
only a humanitarian issue.

The European meetings were broad rather than high-
profile. Portugal and Laos marked 30 years of
diplomatic relations and discussed trade, education,
clean energy and UXO clearance. Laos also invited
Portugal to the Meeting of States Parties to the
Convention on Cluster Munitions, which Vientiane will
host later this year. Austria, one of Laos’ oldest
European partners, with ties dating to 1967, set its
60th anniversary in 2027 as a marker for deeper
cooperation. Cyprus and Slovakia discussed
development priorities, investment and education
links. [The Laotian Times 1] [The Laotian Times 2]

Japan-Malaysia urea supply deal extended

(dqgl) Japan has agreed to extend its procurement
arrangement with Malaysian state-owned firm
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Petronas to ensure continued urea imports,
reinforcing a key bilateral supply link amid concerns
over global market volatility. The agreement
underscores Malaysia's central role in Japan’s fertilizer
supply chain, with Tokyo heavily reliant on Malaysian
exports to meet agricultural demand. Malaysia
accounts for about 74 percent of its urea imports,
equivalent to 256,000 tons between June 2024 and
June 2025, while Vietnam provides most of the
remainder.

The extension builds on an existing two-year
framework under which urea is supplied via a Petronas
subsidiary. Petronas, through its petrochemical arm
Petronas Chemicals Group, is a major regional
exporter of urea, positioning Malaysia as a critical
supplier in East Asia's fertilizer import network. [Free
Malaysia Today]

In parallel, Petronas has signed agreements with
Japanese oil and gas exploration and production
company ENEOS Xplora to facilitate the firm's re-entry
into the Malaysia LNG Tiga (MLNG Tiga) project in
Sarawak, reinforcing long-term energy cooperation
between the two countries.

Under the agreement, subject to closing conditions,
ENEOS will acquire a 10 percent equity stake in MLNG
Tiga for a 10-year period following the expiration of its
previous joint venture arrangement in 2023. The
project operates a key liquefied natural gas (LNG)
liquefaction terminal in Sarawak, which has been
supplying LNG to Japan since 2003. [The Star]

Maldives, Sri Lanka agree to deepen
cooperation during state visit

(Im) Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu is in Sri
Lanka from May 3 to 6 at the invitation of Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, in a state visit
presented by both sides as a renewed phase in
relations between the neighboring Indian Ocean
states. The visit is Muizzu’s first official trip to Sri Lanka
since he became president in 2023 and follows
Dissanayake's July 2025 visit to the Maldives, which
coincided with the 60th anniversary of diplomatic
relations. [The Sun 1] [Daily Mirror]

During bilateral talks on May 4, Muizzu and
Dissanayake oversaw the exchange of seven
memoranda of understanding covering defense
cooperation, defense education, training and research,
tourism, sports and youth development, archiving,
teacher and school-leader training, and academic
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cooperation between the University of Colombo and
Maldivian counterparts. Both sides also discussed
trade and investment, tourism, health, education,
fisheries, environmental cooperation, climate
resilience, and wider regional issues. [The Sun 2]

Economic cooperation was a central theme of the
talks. Muizzu raised the possibility of establishing a
Bank of Maldives branch in Sri Lanka, expanding trade
and investment flows, introducing premium Maldivian
fisheries products to the Sri Lankan market, and
addressing the trade imbalance between the two
countries. In a meeting with Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism Minister Vijitha
Herath, both sides also discussed strengthening
cooperation in tourism, trade, environmental
conservation, and development cooperation. [The Sun
3]

The visit also carries a wider maritime and regional-
security dimension. At an official dinner hosted by the
Sri Lankan government on May 4, Muizzu said the
Maldives and Sri Lanka should work together to keep
the Indian Ocean safe, stable, and opportunity-rich,
framing the ocean as a shared space connecting the
two countries rather than separating them. He
emphasized maritime security cooperation, the blue
economy, and the importance of ensuring that the
Indian Ocean remains peaceful and free from threats.
[The Sun 4]

The visit was accompanied by domestic political
controversy within the Maldives, after the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), the main opposition party in
the Maldives, alleged that Maldivians living in Sri Lanka
had been questioned by Sri Lankan police and warned
not to attend a community meeting with Muizzu. The
MDP claimed the alleged actions were carried out on
the orders of, or in coordination with, the Maldivian
government and amounted to intimidation of
Maldivians abroad. [The Sun 5]

Japan, Mongolia seek deeper cooperation
in technology, green development

(fs) Prime Minister of Mongolia Uchral Nyam-Osor
received a delegation led by head of the Secretariat of
the Japan-Mongolia Parliamentary Friendship League
in Japan's House of Representatives Akihisa Takebe for
talks on expanding bilateral cooperation.

The two sides agreed to align development policies
based on shared values such as democracy and
economic cooperation, while expanding collaboration
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into new areas including technological innovation,
artificial intelligence, and green development.

Takebe said Japan has significant potential to support
Mongolia in human resource development for the
growing technology sector. Discussions also covered
airport expansion, renewable energy investment, and
people-to-people exchanges. [Montsame]

Mongolia, South Korea expand healthcare
cooperation

(fs) Mongolian Health Minister E. Batshugar met South
Korean Ambassador to Mongolia Choi Jin-won to
discuss deeper healthcare cooperation within the two
countries’ strategic partnership. Batshugar described
the health sector as a key pillar of bilateral relations
and highlighted the importance of the cooperation
agreement signed by the two health ministries in
March (see AR No. 12, March/2026, 4).

Both sides agreed to prioritize implementation of the
agreement’s main objectives. Batshugar formally
requested support for establishing the National Cancer
Center Il, describing it as a major project for Mongolia’'s
healthcare system. He also emphasized the
government’s goal of improving the quality and
affordability of medicines and expanding access to safe
pharmaceutical products from South Korea. [GoGo]

Mongolia, Australia discuss deeper
cooperation

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Uchral Nyam-Osor met
Ambassador of Australia to Mongolia Leo Zeng on April
30 to discuss expanding bilateral ties.

Nyam-Osor said Mongolia seeks broader cooperation
with Australia in trade, investment, mining, education,
agriculture and tourism. He highlighted agricultural
research conducted by the Australian Centre for
International Agricultural Research, saying projects
based on its findings could support Mongolia’s farm
sector.

Zeng outlined efforts to deepen cooperation,
particularly in agriculture, education and defense.
[Montsame]
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Mongolia, Cuba discuss expanding
parliamentary, sectoral cooperation

(fs) Members of Mongolia's parliament, led by Chair of
the Mongolia-Cuba Parliamentary Group Shijir
Ulziikhuu and Deputy Chair Khosbayar Ganbat, met
Cuban Ambassador to Mongolia Emilio Pevida Pupo on
April 30 to discuss strengthening bilateral relations.

Ganbat expressed confidence that relations would
broaden across multiple sectors, Ulziikhuu added that
the parliamentary group would support efforts to
deepen cooperation. Pevida Pupo highlighted
opportunities for closer Mongolia-Cuba cooperation in
healthcare, agriculture, culture, sports, and tourism.
[Montsame]

Thailand urged to scrutinize Myanmar-
linked arms network investment

(dgl) Investigative advocacy group Justice For Myanmar
(JFM) has called on Thai authorities to investigate a
proposed investment worth THB 300 million (USD 9.3
million) linked to the Sky Aviator network, a company
structure associated with arms broker Kyaw Min Oo,
following shareholder approval of a private placement
in Advanced Connection Corporation (ACC), a Thai-
registered company involved in investment and
corporate structuring activities, on April 27. [JEM]

According to the organization, the resolution passed
with 87.16 percent approval, despite reported
concerns raised during the process, including
questions over beneficial ownership, warnings from
ACC's financial advisor, and scrutiny from Thailand's
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), which had
reportedly requested clearer disclosure to
shareholders.

The transaction involves two Singapore-registered
entities, Sky Avia Trading Pte. Ltd. and Heli Asia Trading
Pte. Ltd., which are expected to become a major
shareholder bloc in ACC through Thai-linked
subsidiaries. Combined, the two entities would hold a
23.25 percent stake as part of a broader THB 350
million (USD 10.8 million) capital placement that also
includes a Thai individual investor.

JFM stated that the companies are part of the wider
Sky Aviator network linked to Kyaw Min Oo, whom it
describes as an arms broker supplying aircraft
components used by Myanmar's air force. The group
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argues that such aircraft have been used in military
operations involving airstrikes in conflict areas.

On paper, the Singapore entities are registered under
a nominee director, Wee Lee Lian, who is described by
the group as associated with Kyaw Min O0's corporate
restructuring following earlier scrutiny of his business
activities.

Justice For Myanmar says it has raised concerns with
ACC, Thailand's SEC, the Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET), and anti-money laundering authorities since
February 2026, urging intervention to halt the
transaction. It argues that gaps in international
sanctions enforcement have enabled the network to
pursue investments through Southeast Asian
jurisdictions. [Mizzima]

Nepal, Portugal discuss expanded
cooperation during deputy foreign
minister’s visit

(Im) Nepal and Portugal discussed expanding
cooperation in trade, labor, investment, tourism, and
digitization during Portuguese Deputy Foreign Minister
Ana Isabel Xavier's three-day visit to Kathmandu.
Xavier held talks with Foreign Secretary Amrit Bahadur
Rai and met Foreign Affairs Minister Shisir Khanal, with
both sides reviewing bilateral ties and noting increased
engagement following the first Nepal-Portugal
Bilateral Consultation Mechanism meeting in Lisbon in
February. Nepal welcomed Portugal's plan to open a
diplomatic mission in Kathmandu and thanked the
Portuguese government for considering consular
issues involving Nepali nationals. [The Kathmandu
Post]

United States says Trump-Kim meeting
not planned during Asia trip

(dqgl) The White House has said no meeting between
US President Donald Trump and North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un is currently scheduled during Trump’s
upcoming Asia visit, despite ongoing speculation about
a possible diplomatic re-engagement with Pyongyang.

The statement comes as Trump prepares for a high-
stakes summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Beijing on May 14-15, where discussions are expected
to focus on trade disputes, Taiwan, and broader
regional conflicts including the Middle East.
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The administration reiterated that Trump remains
open to dialogue with North Korea “without any
preconditions,” but officials and analysts assess that
his attention will be largely absorbed by negotiations
with China and other pressing foreign policy issues,
reducing the likelihood of any North Korea-related
engagement during the trip. [Yonhap News Agency]

Trump previously held three face-to-face meetings
with Kim during his first term—in Singapore in 2018,
Hanoi in 2019, and at Panmunjom later that year—in
an unprecedented but ultimately stalled attempt to
advance nuclear diplomacy between Washington and

Pyongyang.

The White House statement comes as North Korea's
foreign ministry has dismissed US accusations that
Pyongyang is involved in state-sponsored cybercrime,
describing them as fabricated claims intended to
justify Washington'’s “hostile policy,” and condemning
Washington for promoting a “non-existent cyber
threat” for political purposes and accused it of
attempting to damage North Korea's image. [KCNA]

The United States has repeatedly alleged North Korean
involvement in hacking operations, cryptocurrency
theft, and the deployment of overseas IT workers used
to generate revenue for weapons programs. In April, a
U.S. federal court sentenced two New Jersey-based
intermediaries to seven and a half years and nine
years in prison for facilitating a covert scheme that
enabled North Korean operatives to infiltrate major
American companies and generate at least USD 5
million for Pyongyang (see AiR No. 16, April/2026, 3).

Foreign media reported that TraderTraitor, a subgroup
associated with the North Korean hacking collective
Lazarus Group, targeted the restaking protocol Kelp
DAO on 20 April, stealing an estimated USD 290
million. The incident is described as the largest single
cryptocurrency theft recorded so far this year.

Separately, North Korea has been linked to the earlier
theft of approximately 426.8 billion won (about $289.7
million) from the cryptocurrency exchange Drift
Protocol, further reinforcing concerns about sustained
and highly sophisticated cyber-enabled financial crime
operations attributed to Pyongyang-linked actors. [The
Korea Herald]

North Korea’s troop deployment to Russia
deepens
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(dqgl) North Korea's military involvement in Russia’s war
against Ukraine has expanded into a sustained combat
role, with an estimated 14,000-14,100 North Korean
troops currently deployed on Russian territory and
roughly 9,500 directly engaged in frontline operations,
according to Ukrainian military intelligence cited by NK
News. Since the first reported deployment in October
2024, cumulative North Korean casualties are assessed
at 7,058, including 2,251 killed and 4,807 wounded.

The data reveals Pyongyang's transition from arms
supplier to active manpower contributor following the
June 2024 Russia-DPRK strategic partnership treaty. It
also reflects Russia's growing reliance on foreign
fighters, with over 28,000 recruits from 136 countries
reportedly deployed, alongside expected further
recruitment of 18,500 additional personnel this year.
[Maeil Business]

Pakistani president’s China visit yields
further investment, technology and
defense-related developments

(Im) Further developments emerged from President
Asif Ali Zardari's April 26 to May 1 visit to China,
following earlier agreements on desalination,
agriculture, and tea-sector cooperation. [AIR No. 17,
April/2026, 4]

In Sanya, Hainan province, Zardari attended the
commissioning of the first Hangor-class submarine,
PNS/M Hangor, for the Pakistan Navy on April 30.
Pakistan has an agreement with China to acquire eight
Hangor-class submarines, four to be built in China and
four in Pakistan by Karachi Shipyard and Engineering
Works, reflecting the defense dimension of the wider
strategic relationship. The commissioning was
described by Pakistani officials as a milestone in naval
modernization and took place alongside continued
discussion of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
cooperation. [Arab News 1]

Zardari also sought expanded Chinese investment
from Hangzhou Jinjiang Group, a major Chinese
industrial conglomerate already involved in Pakistan,
with a focus on energy, industry, agriculture, water
treatment, electric vehicle battery systems, and
renewable energy. He offered facilitation through
public-private partnerships backed by the Sindh
provincial government, which is led by his Pakistan
Peoples Party. [Arab News 2]

The visit additionally produced a joint venture
agreement and two memorandums of understanding
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between Pakistani and Chinese entities. These covered
construction machinery cooperation linked to CPEC,
including equipment supply, professional training,
maintenance services, and possible localized
production in Pakistan; animal vaccine distribution and
technology exchange involving Sindh's Livestock and
Fisheries Department; and medical technology
cooperation, including the use of intelligent robots in
clinical settings. [Arab News 3]

Separately, Pakistan is also looking to draw on China’s
green finance model for domestic climate projects. On
May 4, Climate Change and Environmental
Coordination Minister Musadik Malik met Ma Jun,
president of the Institute of Finance and Sustainability,
in Islamabad to discuss green finance, technology, and
carbon markets. The discussion focused on China’s
Green Accelerator Program, launched in 2016 to
develop commercially viable climate projects by
combining finance, technology, and carbon-market
mechanisms. Pakistan also outlined its planned “Green
Fields"” initiative, which aims to connect young
entrepreneurs working on environmentally focused
ventures with domestic and international investors.
[Arab News 4]

Pakistan-Afghanistan border crisis
deepens as ceasefire understanding
collapses

(Im) Pakistan-Afghanistan tensions have again moved
toward open cross-border escalation, with the fragile
de-escalation process that followed heavy fighting in
February and March increasingly appearing to fail.
Pakistan says the short Eid pause in March and China-
hosted talks in Urumgqi from April 1 to 7 did not stop
attacks and infiltration attempts from Afghan territory,
while Kabul accuses Islamabad of using
counterterrorism claims to justify cross-border strikes
that violate Afghan sovereignty and cause significant
civilian harm.

At the center of the crisis is Pakistan's longstanding
demand that the Afghan Taliban prevent the Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a Pakistani militant group
distinct from but ideologically linked to the Afghan
Taliban, and other anti-Pakistan militants from using
Afghan territory to launch attacks inside Pakistan.
Islamabad recently made clear that any de-escalation
must cover not only direct fire by Afghan Taliban forces
but also such militant activity from Afghan soil. Kabul,
however, denies sheltering such groups and says
Pakistan’s strikes amount to aggression against
Afghanistan. [Arab News 1]
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The latest escalation unfolded on both sides of the
border. Around the Chaman border sector in
Balochistan, one of Pakistan’s main crossings with
Afghanistan, clashes between Pakistani security forces
and Afghan Taliban forces began on April 26, with
residents reporting damaged homes and displacement
after alleged shelling from Afghanistan. A senior
Pakistani security official said four Pakistani soldiers
were killed. [Arab News 2]

Islamabad also claimed that 52 civilians had been killed
and 84 injured in cross-border attacks from
Afghanistan since the March pause, while rejecting
Afghan allegations that Pakistani retaliatory strikes had
caused civilian casualties. [Arab News 3]

Conversely, in eastern Afghanistan, Taliban authorities
accused Pakistan of carrying out mortar and missile
strikes on April 27 in Kunar province, hitting a
university and residential neighborhoods in Asadabad,
the provincial capital, and surrounding districts. They
said at least seven people were killed and more than
80 wounded, including students and professors [see
AIR No. 17, April/2026, 4]. The Kunar allegations
followed earlier disputed civilian-casualty claims,
including after a March 16 strike in Kabul that
destroyed the Omar Hospital, a large addiction
treatment facility. Afghan authorities and the United
Nations reported high civilian casualties, while Pakistan
said the intended targets were nearby military
installations and an ammunition depot.

These incidents were followed by reciprocal diplomatic
accusations. Afghanistan summoned Pakistan’s chargé
d'affaires on April 28 to protest the alleged Kunar
strikes, while Islamabad on April 30 accused Afghan
authorities of serious breaches of the earlier de-
escalation understanding. On May 2, Islamabad also
said no temporary ceasefire remained in place,
clarifying that the March Eid arrangement had only
been a three-day pause and had already expired. [Arab
News 4] [Arab News 5]

On the ground, Pakistan's military also said security
forces killed 13 TTP militants attempting to cross from
Afghanistan into Mohmand and North Waziristan
districts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on April 28 and 29.
Separately, police in Bannu district, also in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, said they repelled an overnight attack
on a local police post on April 29, killing one militant
and injuring four others, while one police officer was
slightly injured. [Arab News 6] [Arab News 7]

The renewed escalation comes despite signs that
militant violence inside Pakistan declined overall in
April. According to the Pakistan Institute for Conflict
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and Security Studies, a Pakistani security think tank,
militant attacks fell from 146 in March to 85 in April, a
42 percent decline, following Pakistan’s cross-border
campaign from February 26 to March 18, the
subsequent ceasefire, and the Urumqi talks. Fatalities
from militant attacks also fell from 106 in March to 60
in April. [Arab News 8]

At the same time, an official report said police and law
enforcement agencies in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had
foiled 246 drone attack attempts so far this year, most
of them in Bannu district. Authorities have previously
blamed militant groups, especially the TTP, for using
modified commercial drones to drop explosives
against law-enforcement targets. [Arab News 9]

The deterioration is also affecting civilian movement
and trade. The Torkham crossing, Pakistan’s main
gateway with Afghanistan linking Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
with Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province, remains largely
closed for commercial traffic, while around 4,000 to
6,000 Afghan returnees have crossed daily since March
as Pakistan continues deportations of undocumented
Afghan nationals. Trucks carrying household
belongings have built up near the border, and
businesses on both sides have warned of losses from
the closure. [Arab News 10]

Seychelles signs cooperation agreement
with Uzbekistan during first official visit

(Im) Seychelles and Uzbekistan signed a General
Cooperation Agreement during Seychelles’ first official
bilateral working visit to Uzbekistan, creating a
framework to expand relations across political
dialogue, trade, economic cooperation, and tourism.
Foreign Affairs and Diaspora Minister Barry Faure met
Uzbek Foreign Minister Bakhtiyor Saidov, with both
sides agreeing to intensify engagement between their
foreign ministries and establish structured
mechanisms for regular consultations. [Seychelles
News Agency]

Seychelles president’s Dubai visit
advances air connectivity, infrastructure
and energy talks

(Im) Seychelles President Patrick Herminie visited
Dubai for high-level meetings with Emirati officials and
business leaders, producing several announcements
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on air connectivity, tourism, infrastructure, and
possible energy cooperation.

Following talks with Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al
Maktoum, chairman of Emirates, Emirates Airline
resumed daily flights to Seychelles on May 1, restoring
its pre-Gulf war frequency. The airline, which has
served Seychelles since 2005, accounted for around 32
percent of visitor arrivals in 2025 and 22 percentin
early 2026. Discussions also covered closer
cooperation between Air Seychelles and Emirates,
including code-sharing arrangements, as well as efforts
to diversify tourist source markets and strengthen
Seychelles' position as a sustainable, high-value
tourism destination.

Herminie also met Sheikh Shakhboot bin Nahyan Al
Nahyan, United Arab Emirates Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs, to discuss UAE-supported development
projects. The UAE confirmed support for key
infrastructure initiatives, including four desalination
plants to strengthen water security, the Anse Royale
sports complex, and a housing project at Grand Anse
Mahe. The talks also opened preliminary discussions
on energy cooperation, including a possible
arrangement allowing Seychelles to buy oil directly
from the UAE, with formal negotiations potentially
beginning by the end of May. [Seychelles News Agency,
in French]

Singapore and Thailand discuss
broadening of cooperation on defense,
energy and logistics

(ms) Singapore and Thailand have moved to deepen
bilateral cooperation across defense, energy, aviation
and logistics, with Thailand using a high-level visit by
Singapore Defense Minister Chan Chun Sing to
promote its proposed Land Bridge project.

Chan met Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul in
Bangkok on April 27, in talks that covered supply chain
resilience, defense industry cooperation, energy
security, aviation maintenance, food security and
regional infrastructure. The meeting reflects a broader
effort by both governments to turn geopolitical and
supply-chain uncertainty into practical bilateral
cooperation.

The most strategically relevant item was Thailand's
Land Bridge proposal. The project would link deep-sea
ports in Ranong on the Andaman Sea and Chumphon
on the Gulf of Thailand through about 90 kilometers of
road, rail and energy infrastructure. Bangkok presents
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the THB 1 trillion (USD 31 billion) project as an
alternative logistics route between the Indian and
Pacific oceans, reducing reliance on the Malacca Strait.
The idea has gained renewed attention after the Strait
of Hormuz crisis highlighted the vulnerability of global
shipping chokepoints.

Singapore expressed interest in the project but made
no investment commitment. That caution matters.
Singapore sits at the southern end of the Malacca
Strait and is itself a major maritime and logistics hub. A
Thai overland route could create opportunities for
Singaporean investors, but it could also affect regional
shipping patterns if it becomes commercially viable.

The project remains politically contested in Thailand.
Environmental and health impact assessments are not
complete, local resistance persists in southern
provinces and lawmakers have questioned the
economic case. Critics warn that the government is
moving too fast on a mega-project with major
ecological and land-use implications.

Defense cooperation was the other major pillar. Chan
met Thai Defense Minister Lt. Gen. Adul
Boonthamcharoen, and both sides reaffirmed joint
exercises, Singapore Armed Forces training access in
Thailand and cooperation through ASEAN defense
forums. They also discussed cybersecurity and
protection of critical underwater infrastructure.

Another outcome was that Singapore will ease entry
rules for Thai and Chinese construction workers from
January 2027, allowing them to take skills tests after
arrival. This supports Singapore’s construction labor
needs, but the main direction of the relationship is
broader: security cooperation, energy resilience and
logistics planning under rising regional uncertainty.
[Bangkok Post] [Reuters] [Singapore MINDEF] [The
Online Citizen] [VietnamPlus]

Singapore and New Zealand sign essential
supplies pact targeting crisis trade risks,
first of its kind

(ms) Singapore and New Zealand have signed a legally
binding agreement to keep essential goods moving
during crises, as both trade-dependent economies
prepare for prolonged disruption to energy and supply
chains linked to the Iran war and reduced flows
through the Strait of Hormuz.

The Agreement on Trade in Essential Supplies was
signed in Singapore during New Zealand Prime
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Minister Christopher Luxon's visit and witnessed by
Luxon and Singapore Prime Minister Lawrence Wong.
It covers food, fuel, healthcare products, chemicals and
construction materials. Both governments commit not
to impose unnecessary export restrictions on agreed
essential supplies and to consult, share information
and facilitate shipments during disruptions.

The pact matters because both countries are small,
open economies that depend heavily on external
trade. Singapore relies on imports for most food and
energy needs, while New Zealand depends on
Singapore's refining and fuel-trading role. Luxon said
around one-third of New Zealand's fuel is refined in
Singapore, including diesel used in farming, freight and
food distribution. New Zealand, in turn, supplies
around 14 percent of Singapore’s food imports,
including dairy, meat, fruit and other agricultural
products.

The immediate context is the Strait of Hormuz crisis.
Singapore has warned that even if the strait reopens,
shipping flows may remain constrained for months
because of damaged infrastructure and security risks
to vessels. Hormuz is critical for oil, gas and
petrochemical trade, and disruptions affect not only
fuel prices but also fertilizers, plastics and packaging
materials.

The agreement is therefore a form of trade insurance.
It does not create new supply by itself, but it reduces
the risk that one partner blocks exports when
shortages emerge. That is important because crises
often trigger export bans, hoarding and emergency
restrictions, which can worsen shortages for import-
dependent states.

The pact also fits a broader Singapore strategy of
building trusted supply networks after COVID-19
exposed the fragility of global logistics. Wong said the
agreement is not meant to be exclusive and could
become a model for other countries. If expanded, it
would create a small-state resilience network based
less on stockpiles alone and more on legally backed
commitments to keep trade open when markets come
under pressure. [Bloomberg] [The Online Citizen] [The
Straits Times]

Azerbaijan, South Korea hold cooperation
talks

(dgl) On April 29, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho
Hyun held a call with his Azerbaijani counterpart
Jeyhun Bayramov to review regional developments and
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reinforce bilateral coordination, with a focus on the
safety of South Korean nationals amid ongoing Middle
East instability.

Both sides reaffirmed the importance of advancing
mutually beneficial relations, agreeing to expand high-
level exchanges and practical cooperation. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea pushes Canada submarine
bid

(dgl) South Korean Industry Minister Kim Jung-kwan is
visiting Canada to promote a South Korean consortium
bid for a KRW 60 trillion (USD 40.6 billion) project to
build up to 12 conventionally powered submarines,
marking another high-level push to secure the
contract.

Kim is set to meet Canadian Foreign Minister Mélanie
Joly and Energy Minister Tim Hodgson in Ottawa to
seek support for the bid, led by Hanwha Ocean and HD
Hyundai Heavy Industries, which is competing with
Germany's Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems. A final
decision is expected in June.

The visit follows earlier trips this year, underscoring
Seoul's sustained lobbying efforts for the strategically
significant naval procurement, viewed as a key test of
Seoul's defense export ambitions in NATO-aligned
markets.

Kim will continue to Washington for talks with U.S.
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick on Korean
investment commitments linked to a USD 350 billion
package pledged under a bilateral trade deal that
secured reductions in U.S. tariffs.

The investment framework, approved by South Korea's
National Assembly in March, includes creation of a
state-run entity to manage implementation, reflecting
deeper institutional coordination of large-scale
outbound investment. [Yonhap News Agency]

U.S. avoids drawdown comment as South
Korea troop posture questions resurface

(dqgl) The Pentagon has declined to address speculation
over a potential reduction of U.S. troops in South
Korea, while reaffirming its “unwavering” defense
commitment to South Korea amid renewed scrutiny of
American force posture abroad.
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The response follows remarks by U.S. President
Donald Trump that Washington is reviewing a possible
troop reduction in Germany—a move that has revived
concerns about similar adjustments affecting the
28,500-strong U.S. Forces Korea (USFK). While refusing
to comment on hypothetical changes, a Pentagon
official emphasized that U.S. forces on the Korean
Peninsula remain focused on deterrence and
readiness, underscoring the centrality of the bilateral
alliance to regional stability.

The remarks come as Washington is increasingly
framing overseas deployments in terms of flexibility
and strategic prioritization rather than fixed
commitments. Discussions between the U.S. and South
Korea on “modernizing” the alliance have reinforced
expectations that troop configurations could evolve,
particularly as the U.S. seeks to optimize force
distribution across the Indo-Pacific.

Recent reporting has pointed to earlier internal
deliberations about relocating a portion of USFK
personnel—potentially around 4,500 troops—to other
regional hubs such as Guam, although such claims
were officially denied at the time. Nonetheless, the
reemergence of the issue, coupled with Trump's
signaling on Europe and dissatisfaction with some
NATO allies, suggests that alliance burden-sharing and
force posture remain under active review. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea, U.S. armies sign pact on joint
combat casualty care training

(dqgl) The South Korea Army and the United States
Army have signed a memorandum of agreement to
strengthen combat casualty care and wartime medical
interoperability.

The U.S. will provide instruction in tactical combat
casualty care and share operational experience, while
both sides will hold semiannual joint training on
casualty assessment, trauma management, and
integrated medical operations.

The South Korean Army will in turn train U.S. personnel
in tactical drone use, reflecting broader efforts to
integrate new technologies into combined training.
[Yonhap News Agency]
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Latvia, South Korea eye expansion of
industry cooperation and supply chain
resilience

(dgl) South Korean Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back and
visiting Latvian parliamentary speaker Daiga Mierina
discussed expanding bilateral defense industry
cooperation, with a focus on drones, counter-drone
systems, and supply chain stability.

Seoul highlighted its advanced defense technology and
production capabilities, while both sides agreed to
pursue future-oriented, mutually beneficial
partnerships and enhance strategic communication
amid rising global security uncertainties. [Yonhap
News Agency]

In a separate meeting, South Korean National
Assembly speaker Woo Won-sik discussed broadening
bilateral cooperation spanning energy, defense, and
economic ties during talks in Seoul.

Energy security featured prominently, with Latvia
highlighting South Korea's expertise in nuclear power,
including small modular reactors, as a potential area
for collaboration. On defense, Mierina invited Seoul to
join a Latvian-led drone coalition, emphasizing joint
research and development. [The Baltic Times]

South Korea calls on Iran to reopen Strait
of Hormuz

(dql) South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun has
urged Iran to restore safe navigation through the Strait
of Hormuz in a call with his Iranian counterpart Abbas
Araghchi on May 2, as 26 South Korean vessels with
over 170 crew remain stranded following the
escalation triggered by US-Israeli strikes earlier this
year. Cho stressed the need to resume maritime traffic
and called for a swift return to regional stability, while
Araghchi outlined Tehran's stance in ongoing
negotiations with Washington.

The exchange—initiated by Iran and the third since the
conflict began—comes amid stalled US-Iran talks and
continued pressure from Donald Trump, who has
extended a ceasefire deadline while intensifying
sanctions and naval measures. [Yonhap News Agency]

For Seoul, heavily dependent on maritime energy
routes, the situation underscores acute vulnerability to
chokepoint disruptions, prompting direct diplomatic
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engagement with Tehran to safeguard shipping and
broader economic interests.

In the lates development, Seoul has launched an
investigation into an explosion and fire aboard the
South Korean-operated, Panama-flagged cargo vessel
HMM Namu while anchored in the Strait of Hormuz.

The South Korean foreign ministry said the 35,000-ton
vessel was empty at the time of the incident on May 4
and sustained a fire in its engine room, which was
extinguished without casualties. All 24 crew remain
aboard as the ship is towed for damage assessment.
Authorities said the cause will be determined only after
inspection.

Maritime security assessments, including from UK-
based Vanguard, have not excluded external factors
such as attack, drifting mines, or other objects,
reflecting heightened risk conditions in the waterway.
South Korea reported 26 of its flagged vessels are
currently stranded in the Strait, prompting guidance
for ships to relocate to safer areas. [Reuters]

U.S. President Donald Trump has publicly attributed an
explosion aboard a South Korean-operated vessel in
the Strait of Hormuz to Iran and renewed calls for
Seoul to join a U.S.-led initiative to secure the
waterway, intensifying diplomatic and security
pressure on South Korea. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea-Qatar ties pivot toward high-
tech investment cooperation

(dql) South Korea and Qatar are moving to reframe
their bilateral relationship from a narrow energy-based
partnership into a broader, investment-led framework
focused on advanced industries.

A high-level Qatari delegation led by Ahmed bin
Mohammed Al-Sayed, Qatar's Minister of State for
Foreign Trade Affairs and former chief executive of its
sovereign wealth fund, visited Seoul following recent
discussions between Kang Hoon-sik, the South Korean
President’s Chief of Staff and special envoy for
strategic economic cooperation, and Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, Qatar's ruling emir and head of state,
with both sides seeking to translate political intent into
tangible projects (see AR No. 16, April/2026, 3).

Talks centered on channeling Qatari capital—primarily
via the Qatar Investment Authority—into South Korea’s
high-tech sectors, including Al, semiconductors,
biotechnology, and robotics.
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Engagements involving Yeo Han-koo, South Korea’s
trade minister, and Bae Kyung-hoon, minister for
science and ICT, indicate that discussions have entered
an exploratory investment phase, with concrete
projects under review. [The Korea Herald] [The Korea
Times]

Australia, South Korea commit to
deepening energy cooperation

(dqgl) South Korea and Australia have agreed in Seoul to
tighten coordination on energy security as Middle East
conflict disrupts global supply chains. A joint
statement, signed by South Korea Foreign Minister Cho
Hyun and his Australian counterpart Penny Wong,
commits both sides to maintain stable supplies of
diesel, LNG and condensate, and to introduce
consultation and notification mechanisms in case of
disruptions, while supporting open, rules-based energy
trade.

The move builds on a complementary energy
relationship—Australia as South Korea’s largest LNG
supplier and Seoul as a key diesel exporter—and
reflects heightened concern over supply risks linked to
the effective shutdown of the Strait of Hormuz. Both
countries also pledged deeper regional cooperation,
progress on energy transition, and resistance to
unjustified trade restrictions.

Beyond energy, the talks covered defense industrial
cooperation, with momentum driven by South Korea's
Hanwha Aerospace’s manufacturing hub in Geelong
producing K9 howitzers and K10 resupply vehicles.
[Yonhap News Agency] [UPI]

Vietnamese president to visit Sri Lanka

(Im) Vietnamese President and Communist Party of
Vietnam General Secretary To Lam is scheduled to
make a state visit to Sri Lanka from May 7 to 8 at the
invitation of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake. The
visit follows Dissanayake's 2025 state visit to Vietnam,
which marked the 55th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between the two countries. To Lam is
expected to hold bilateral talks with Dissanayake,
inaugurate the Sri Lanka-Vietnam Trade, Investment
and Tourism Forum, and address Parliament on May 8.
[Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]
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Russian health minister discusses medical
cooperation during official visit to Sri
Lanka

(Im) Russian Health Minister Mikhail Murashko arrived
in Sri Lanka on May 3 for a three-day visit focused on
health-sector cooperation, including pharmaceuticals,
medical equipment, specialist training, academic
cooperation, Ayurveda, Sri Lanka’s traditional medicine
system, and health tourism.

In talks with Health and Mass Media Minister Nalinda
Jayatissa on May 4, Russia offered support for Sri
Lanka's primary healthcare system, artificial
intelligence-supported diagnostics, advanced medical
equipment, pharmaceutical production and supply
chains, and further medical education for Sri Lankan
doctors. The Russian side presented an artificial
intelligence-based system designed to help identify
and diagnose 42 diseases in both rural and urban
settings.

The proposed cooperation could be structured
through a memorandum of understanding between
the two health ministries. Murashko also invited Sri
Lankan health officials to visit Russia to study its
healthcare system and medical technology, while
Jayatissa said Sri Lanka is seeking to integrate modern
technology and advanced equipment into its primary
healthcare reforms. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]
[Daily Mirror 3]

China intensifies economic narrative on
unification as Taiwan rejects pressure and
hardens stance

(ak) Beijing has stepped up efforts to frame unification
with Taiwan as an economic opportunity, claiming
integration with China would unlock growth and
investment potential, in a renewed attempt to shape
public and business sentiment on the island.

The messaging—delivered via the Taiwan Affairs Office
—marks a shift toward economic persuasion alongside
ongoing military pressure, including sustained “grey-
zone" operations around the Taiwan Strait. It reflects a
dual-track strategy aimed at combining coercion with
incentives to advance Beijing's long-standing
unification objective.

Taipei has firmly rejected the narrative. President Lai
Ching-te reiterated that sovereignty rests solely with
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Taiwan's population and warned that any “peaceful
unification” framework would erode security.

Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council also dismissed the
claims as empty promises with little appeal. It urged
Beijing to tackle its own economic recession, youth
unemployment, local debt and property slump first.
[Reuters] [Taiwan News] [Liberty Times, in Chinese]

Taiwan flags Chinese origin laundering via
Vietnam

(ak) Taiwan has accused China of circumventing its
import restrictions by rerouting agricultural products
through Vietnam, in what officials describe as
systematic “origin laundering” to evade bans on more
than 1,000 Chinese items.

The allegations—covering products such as napa
cabbage and shiitake mushrooms—point to a loophole
in certification regimes, where falsified Viethamese
certificates of origin enable restricted goods to enter
Taiwan’'s market. According to lawmakers, the low cost
of such documentation relative to shipment value
creates strong incentives for abuse, suggesting a
commercially organized practice rather than isolated
incidents.

Agriculture Minister Chen Junne-jih has indicated plans
to deploy aerial monitoring of farming areas in
Vietnam and strengthen verification mechanisms,
alongside stricter penalties for violations. Additional
countermeasures under consideration include
scientific origin-tracing methods, such as isotope
testing, to enhance enforcement credibility. [The
Guardian] [Taiwan News]

India-Taiwan political outreach deepens
as labor deal nears conclusion

(dgl) Taiwan is expanding engagement with India
through political exchanges and labor cooperation,
reflecting a gradual alignment between like-minded
Indo-Pacific partners amid shifting regional dynamics.

An all-party delegation from India—comprising
representatives from the Bharatiya Janata Party, Indian
National Congress, Shiv Sena, and National People's
Party—is visiting Taiwan for six days this week. The
visit includes meetings with government bodies and
site visits aimed at showcasing Taiwan’'s democratic
system, economy, and education sector, underscoring
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Taipei's effort to build broader political familiarity with
India’s emerging leadership.

The outreach coincides with ongoing negotiations on a
bilateral labor agreement that would allow Taiwan to
admit up to 1,000 Indian workers. [Taiwan News]

Taiwanese President Lai defies China
pressure with surprise Eswatini visit

(dql) President Lai Ching-te carried out an
unannounced visit to Eswatini on May 2, overcoming
prior logistical and diplomatic barriers that had forced
the cancellation of his originally planned April trip (see
AR No. 17, April/2026, 4). The visit—executed via an
Eswatini government aircraft under undisclosed
routing arrangements—marks a deliberate assertion of
Taiwan's external engagement despite sustained
efforts to restrict its international mobility. [WS]]
[Reuters]

Lai's arrival followed a failed attempt to attend the
40th anniversary of King Mswati llI's accession, after
multiple states—including Mauritius, Seychelles, and
Madagascar—denied overflight clearance. Subsequent
efforts to secure alternative routes via European
partners, including Germany and the Czech Repubilic,
were also unsuccessful, reportedly amid diplomatic
pressure from the China. Contingency options,
including a French stopover in Réunion and US
diplomatic intervention with Mauritius, similarly failed.
[Bloomberg] [Taiwan News]

The eventual breakthrough appears to have relied on
close coordination with Eswatini. The prior April 30 visit
to Taipei by Eswatini Vice Prime Minister Thulisile
Dladla—officially framed as a goodwill mission—likely
facilitated the logistics, with indications that Lai may
have joined her return flight. Taipei has not disclosed
operational details but signaled that clarification will
follow upon the president’s return. [Focus Taiwan 1]
[Taipei Times]

During the visit, Lai emphasized Taiwan'’s right to
international engagement, stating that no external
actor can impede its diplomatic outreach. He framed
the trip as evidence of resilience in the face of
coercion, while both sides reaffirmed the durability of
bilateral ties, often characterized as among Taiwan's
most steadfast diplomatic relationships. Eswatini,
Taiwan's sole remaining diplomatic ally in Africa,
reiterated its political support, with Dladla earlier
describing ties as an enduring “family bond.”
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Lai used the visit to advance economic engagement,
including inspections of Taiwan-backed projects such
as the planned industrial innovation park, and to
encourage greater private-sector investment. His
outreach to senior royal figures, including the Queen
Mother Ntombi Tfwala, further underscored the
symbolic and political significance of the visit. [Focus
Taiwan 2]

Beijing reacted sharply and denouncing the visit in
derisive terms, calling Lai a “rat scurrying across the
street” and describing the visit as “stowaway-style
escape farce”. [BBC]

Lai returned to Taiwan on May 5 via a southern Indian
Ocean flight route. Upon his return, Lai reiterated
Taiwan's right to global engagement, undeterred by
external suppression. “This visit is not merely
exercising diplomacy rights between states in order to
foster friendly relations, it is also a demonstration of
Taiwan's will to uphold international order with all like-
minded countries,” Lai told reporters. [DW]

Australia-Taiwan energy interdependence
gains strategic weight

(dql) Taiwan's role in supplying refined fuels is
emerging as a factor in Australia’s energy security
planning, highlighting a mutually reinforcing
relationship that extends beyond trade into strategic
resilience.

During a visit to Taipei last week, Dan Tehan—
Australia’s shadow minister for energy and emissions
reduction—said Taiwan contributes to meeting
Australia’s diesel needs, while Canberra remains a
major supplier of liquefied natural gas to Taiwan. The
exchange underscores a two-way energy linkage at a
time when regional governments are reassessing
supply chain vulnerabilities.

The visiting delegation used the trip to explore broader
cooperation in energy, rare earths, and critical
minerals, particularly in processing and supply chain
integration. Discussions with Taiwanese officials also
touched on expanding economic ties and
strengthening institutional links through parliamentary
engagement. [Taiwan News]

Guatemala-Taiwan tech cooperation
expands
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(dqgl) Taiwan is deepening cooperation with Guatemala
through technology and governance initiatives, using
economic engagement to strengthen ties with one of
its remaining diplomatic allies.

Speaking during a visit by Guatemalan Finance Minister
Jonathan Menkos, Taiwan's Foreign Minister Lin Chia-
lung highlighted growing collaboration in
semiconductors and information security under the
Diplomatic Allies Prosperity Project. Taiwan is
supporting Guatemala’s “Chip Road" initiative by
providing technical expertise, governance experience,
and training aimed at advancing industrial
transformation.

The outreach also reflects alignment on governance
standards, with Lin noting shared priorities on
transparency and efficiency under President Bernardo
Arevalo. Taipei is further encouraging Taiwanese firms
to expand investment in Guatemala, while bilateral
cooperation continues across public health, education,
and trade. [Taiwan News]

Paraguayan president to reaffirm ties
during upcoming visit to Taiwan

(ak) Paraguayan President Santiago Pefia will visit
Taiwan from May 7 to 10 for a state visit, his second
since taking office in 2023. The delegation will include
Foreign Minister Rubén Ramirez Lezcano, Commerce
Minister Marco Riquelme and business leaders. [Focus
Taiwan]

Paraguay, Taiwan's sole South American ally, faces
growing Chinese pressure to switch recognition. Beijing
has hosted Paraguayan lawmakers and journalists
since late 2023, highlighting lost trade opportunities
such as direct beef exports. Chinese diplomats
reportedly have urged Paraguay to “make a correct
decision as soon as possible” between Taiwan and
China.

Pefia, whose term ends in 2028, has reaffirmed ties
based on shared democratic values. [NYT] [Reuters]

Thailand’'s engagement with US highlights
gap between reform push and unresolved
compliance concerns

(Im) Thailand's Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce
Minister Suphajee Suthumpun is leading a Thai
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delegation to the United States from May 3 to 6 for the
2026 SelectUSA Investment Summit and meetings with
the Office of the US Trade Representative. The visit is
intended to attract investment partners and expand
economic cooperation with the United States at a time
when Bangkok is also trying to show progress on
several issues closely watched by Washington.

The visit also has a defensive trade-policy dimension.
Thailand is expected to address Section 301 risks after
Washington opened investigations in March into
alleged excess production capacity in sectors including
autos, machinery parts, fish, fish oil, animal feed, and
garments, as well as a separate inquiry into
enforcement against imports made with forced labor.
Thai officials have also said Washington requested
clarification on possible transshipment concerns in
automotive, rubber, and machinery sectors, which
Thailand says it has already answered. [Bangkok Post

1]

Beyond the visit itself, Bangkok is trying to signal
progress in several areas closely watched by
Washington, while remaining short of full resolution.
On intellectual property, the US Special 301 review
kept Thailand on the Watch List for another year
despite acknowledging progress on draft amendments
to the Patent Act and Copyright Act, increased
counterfeit-goods seizures, action against television
broadcast piracy, and enforcement at a major
shopping mall previously linked to intellectual property
violations. Washington said counterfeit and pirated
goods remain widely available online, urged stronger
action against smaller-scale violators, and raised
concerns over unauthorized streaming devices and
applications. From October 2025 to March, Thai
authorities recorded 332 intellectual property
infringement cases and seized more than 1.3 million
counterfeit items, with estimated economic damage
exceeding THB 2.3 billion (USD 69 million). [Bangkok
Post 2]

A similar signaling effort is visible on human trafficking
and transnational crime. The Thai government is
intensifying enforcement as it seeks to move from Tier
2 to Tier 1 in the United States Department of State's
Trafficking in Persons Report, the US government's
annual assessment of anti-trafficking efforts
worldwide. Thailand has remained on Tier 2 for four
consecutive years. The Royal Thai Police is preparing to
launch the SHIELD system in June as a regional
intelligence-sharing platform linking more than 10
countries to combat call-center scams and human
trafficking. Officials also cited cooperation with the
United States in dismantling call-center and trafficking
networks, including operations along the Thai-
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Cambodian border where, according to the
government, more than 10,000 people of various
nationalities were found to have been trafficked and
forced into scam operations. They also pointed to
asset seizures worth more than THB 20 billion (USD
580 million) linked to investigations into transnational
criminal networks using Thailand for money
laundering. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thai energy authority expands clean-
energy cooperation with Sweden

(Im) The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand
(EGAT), Thailand's state power utility, and Business
Sweden, Sweden'’s trade and investment promotion
agency, have signed an addendum to a 2024
memorandum of understanding to expand
cooperation on clean energy and low-carbon
technologies. The updated framework broadens
cooperation beyond biomass and hydrogen to include
pumped storage, hydropower, mine rehabilitation,
energy efficiency, and solar-related exchanges.
[Bangkok Post]

Myanmar/Timor-Leste: War crimes case
against junta chief advances in Dili

(ms) The war crimes case against Myanmar junta
leader Min Aung Hlaing has moved forward in Timor-
Leste, adding another legal front to international
efforts to hold Myanmar’s military leadership
accountable.

The Myanmar Accountability Project said a criminal file
accusing Min Aung Hlaing of war crimes and crimes
against humanity has been formally submitted to the
Court of First Instance in Dili for judicial review. The
case was initiated by Salai Za Uk, director of the Chin
Human Rights Organisation, and concerns alleged
atrocity crimes committed in Chin State, a largely
Christian region in northwestern Myanmar that has
faced heavy military attacks since the 2021 coup.

The complaint argues that Min Aung Hlaing bears
command responsibility for abuses including rape,
massacres, killings of Christian clergy, attacks on
churches and civilian infrastructure, and an allegedly
indiscriminate airstrike on a hospital that killed medical
staff and patients. The case is being pursued under
universal jurisdiction, a legal principle that allows
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courts in one country to investigate grave international
crimes even if they were committed elsewhere.

Because of its own history of occupation and mass
violence, Dili had long been one of the more openly
sympathetic ASEAN candidates toward Myanmar's pro-
democracy movement and ethnic resistance groups.
That stance softened during Timor-Leste's final
accession push, when Myanmar could still have
blocked its entry into ASEAN. Once membership was
secured, Dili returned to its earlier position: allowing
legal proceedings against Min Aung Hlaing to move
forward.

The Dili filing comes as legal pressure on Min Aung
Hlaing grows. Separate cases or complaints have been
pursued in Argentina, Turkey, the Philippines,
Indonesia and other jurisdictions. Indonesia recently
accepted a criminal file accusing him of genocide
against the Rohingya under its new penal code.
International proceedings also continue at the
International Court of Justice, while the International
Criminal Court has pursued accountability for crimes
linked to the Rohingya. [Mizzima]

Timor-Leste Prime Minister visits Brunei

(ms) Brunei has hosted Timor-Leste Prime Minister
Xanana Gusmao for a three-day official visit, marking
one of Dili's first high-level regional engagements after
Timor-Leste's accession to ASEAN as the grouping’s
11th member.

Gusmado was welcomed by Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee
Billah on arrival in Bandar Seri Begawan on May 3 and
later received by Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah at Istana
Nurul Iman. The Sultan congratulated Timor-Leste on
joining ASEAN and noted that Gusmao had chosen
Brunei for his first visit after the accession. The two
leaders discussed bilateral cooperation and regional
issues.

The visit produced three memoranda of understanding
covering energy, health and a formal bilateral
consultation mechanism. The energy agreement is the
most strategically relevant because both countries are
small oil and gas producers. Brunei has long depended
on hydrocarbons for state revenue, while Timor-Leste
faces the challenge of replacing declining income from
existing offshore fields and developing new energy
options. [Asia News Network] [Borneo Bulletin]
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Japan and Vietnam deepen strategic ties
with new deals on energy, tech and
investment

(hn) Japanese Prime Minister Takaichi Sanae visited Ha
Noi from May 1-3 for her first regional trip after re-
election, meeting Vietnamese leaders to strengthen
the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

During talks with Prime Minister Lé Minh Hung, the
two sides signed six cooperation agreements and
agreed to deepen collaboration across key areas,
including green transition, digital transformation,
artificial intelligence, semiconductors, space, and high-
quality workforce development.

Both countries set ambitious economic targets, aiming
to raise Japanese investment to USD 5 billion annually
and increase bilateral trade to USD 60 billion by 2030.
Economic ties are already expanding, with trade
surpassing USD 50 billion and continued growth in
official development assistance and investment
projects.

Cooperation will also extend to security fields such as
maritime law enforcement, cybersecurity, and
peacekeeping, alongside broader collaboration in
science, energy, infrastructure, and agriculture, while
supporting regional stability and international
frameworks like UNCLOS 1982 and CPTPP.

A key outcome of the visit was Japan’'s commitment to
support energy security, including helping secure
crude oil supplies for the Nghi Son Refinery and
Petrochemical Complex under the POWERR ASIA
initiative. Japanese firm Idemitsu Kosan plans to supply
around four million barrels of crude oil via alternative
routes, helping stabilize operations at the refinery,
which accounts for 30 - 40 percent of Vietnam's fuel

supply.

Overall, the visit underscores both countries’ efforts to
enhance economic resilience, strengthen supply
chains, and expand strategic cooperation in high-tech
and energy sectors. [Asiaone] [Vietnamnews]
[Asianikkei [Tuoitrenews]

US labels Vietnam a top intellectual
property concern, considers possible
trade probe

(hn/ms) The United States has named Vietnam a
“Priority Foreign Country” in its annual intellectual
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property report, the strongest designation Washington
uses for trading partners accused of serious failures in
IP protection and enforcement. It is the first time in 13
years that any country has been placed in this
category.

The designation was made by the Office of the United
States Trade Representative after a review of IP
practices in more than 100 economies. The USTR said
Vietnam had failed to address long-standing problems
in protecting and enforcing intellectual property rights,
including practices affecting US companies, innovators
and creators. The label is reserved for countries whose
IP-related policies or enforcement failures have the
greatest impact on relevant US products.

The immediate consequence is procedural but
significant. Under US trade law, the USTR must decide
within 30 days whether to open a formal investigation
under Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974. Section
301 is the same enforcement tool Washington uses to
investigate unfair trade practices and can lead to
tariffs, import restrictions or negotiated settlement
measures if the US concludes that a partner’s practices
harm American commercial interests.

The move matters because Vietnam has become one
of Washington’'s most important manufacturing and
supply-chain partners. US companies have shifted
production to Vietnam as part of “China-plus-one”
strategies, and bilateral trade has expanded rapidly.
That makes the IP designation more sensitive than a
routine watch-list entry: it creates a new source of
trade friction with a country the US also sees as
strategically important in Southeast Asia.

Vietnam'’s exposure is not only about counterfeit
goods. IP enforcement covers a wide range of issues,
including copyright piracy, trademark violations, patent
protection, trade secrets and enforcement against
online infringement. For an economy trying to move
beyond low-cost manufacturing into higher-value
technology, electronics, pharmaceuticals and digital
services, weak IP protection can also limit investor
confidence.

The report also shows that Washington is sharpening
its use of trade tools more broadly. China, India,
Indonesia, Russia, Venezuela and Chile remain on the
Priority Watch List, while 19 partners, including the
European Union, are on the lower Watch List.
Argentina and Mexico were moved down because of
improvements, and Bulgaria was removed from the
Watch List after stronger enforcement actions.
[Bloomberg] [Reuters] [Straitimes]
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Announcements

Upcoming online events

6 May 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

East Malaysia and the Federal Government:
Sharing Natural Resources

This webinar examines how the distribution of oil and
gas resources in Sabah and Sarawak continues to
shape their evolving relationship with Malaysia’s
federal government, amid declining national
production but significant remaining reserves in East
Malaysia. It will analyze competing state strategies, key
legal and political questions over resource control and
revenue-sharing, and the implications of the Petronas-
Petros case as it heads to the Federal Court. For more
information and registration, visit [ISEAS].

6 May 2026 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,
Belgium

Hungary’s revived euro adoption
prospects

This webinar anlayzes the prospects for Hungary's
adoption of the Euro following the election victory of
Péter Magyar and his proposed economic review to
advance the process. It will assess the likelihood of
euro adoption within the next four years and explore
the key economic, political, and institutional hurdles
that could shape this trajectory. For more information
and registration, visit [Bruegel]
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7 May 2026 @ 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS
- Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Co-Creating the Future: Navigating
Geopolitical Risks, Building Partnerships

This webinar explores how rapidly evolving geopolitical
risks are reshaping global economic uncertainties and
prompting new responses from governments and
corporations. Featuring two sessions, it will examine
the current risk landscape and outlook for Japanese
firms overseas, as well as how these dynamics are
influencing economic policies and corporate strategies
across Southeast Asia. For more information and
registration, visit [ISEAS].

7 May 2026 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Strategic Trends 2026: Navigating a
Fragmenting Global Order

This webcast addresses the question of how shifting
power dynamics, intensifying major-power rivalry, and
global fragmentation are shaping national security and
the future of Europe-China relations. It will present key
insights from the Strategic Trends 2026: Key
Developments in Global Affairs report by the Center for
Security Studies at ETH Zurich, covering partnership
architectures, emerging military technologies, and the
growing militarization of space. For more information
and registration, please see [CSIS].

8 May 2026 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic Council,
USA

Is Russia’s war machine running out of
steam?

This webcast analyzes the mounting economic,
military, and domestic pressures on Russia and their
implications for Moscow's war against Ukraine. It will
assess how battlefield setbacks, economic strains, and
internal discontent are affecting the stability of
Vladimir Putin's regime and the trajectory of the
conflict. For more information and registration, visit
[Atlantic Council].
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11 May 2026 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

The Australian model: Navigating the US-
China divide with Malcolm Turnbull

This hybrid event explores how intensifying US-China
rivalry is reshaping the international order and forcing
middle powers like Australia to balance economic ties
with China against strategic alignment with the United
States. Featuring reflections from Malcolm Turnbull, it
will examine the challenges of strategic hedging, the
evolving nature of US alliances, and what Australia’s
approach offers to allies seeking to preserve autonomy
amid great-power competition. For more information
and registration, visit [Chatham House]

11 May 2026 @ 3:30-5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

Modeling Crises: Al's Role in Disaster Risk
Management and Humanitarian Action

This hybrid event explores the transformative impact
of Al-enabled systems on humanitarian aid, disaster
preparedness, and community resilience, highlighting
applications such as predictive modeling for resource
allocation and risk mapping. It will also critically
examine the vulnerabilities and ethical considerations
these technologies entail, including risks of
surveillance misuse, unequal access, and unintended
harm, as well as the responsibilities shaping their
design and governance. For more information and
registration, visit [Stimson Center].

11 May 2026 @ 4:30-6:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Hoover
Institution, USA

Powering Global Cooperation: Innovation,
Security, & Geopolitics in a Changing
Energy Landscape

This hybrid event examines the shifting energy
dynamics that are reshaping global cooperation,
security, and strategic influence amid geopolitical
shocks and technological change. It will explore how
the United States and its partners can strengthen
energy security, foster innovation, and build more
resilient international partnerships in a rapidly evolving
landscape. For more information and registration, visit
[Hoover].
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11 May 2026 @ 3:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Hudson
Institute, USA

Defending Taiwan: A Strategy to Prevent
War with China

This livestream event explores Taiwan's central role in
intensifying US-China strategic competition, examining
rising coercive pressures from Beijing under Xi Jinping
and the challenges of sustaining deterrence and
regional stability. It will assess strategies to prevent
conflict by integrating military, economic,
technological, and diplomatic tools to safeguard
Taiwan'’s future. For more information and registration,
visit [Hudson].

12 May 2026 @ 2:30-4:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, United Kingdom

How can African institutions deliver in the
Great Lakes peace process?

This webinar invites to a discussion on the evolving
role of African institutions—including the African Union
and the International Conference on the Great Lakes
Region—in shaping the peace process in eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo and the wider Great
Lakes region amid a complex and shifting diplomatic
landscape. It will assess how closer coordination with
external mediators and grassroots initiatives can
enable more durable and comprehensive
peacebuilding efforts, while addressing the challenges
posed by fragmented conflicts and competing
diplomatic approaches. For more information and
registration, visit [Chatham House]

12 May 2026 @ 1:00-2:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Hudson
Institute, USA

China’s Persecution: Assault on All Faiths

This webcast examines allegations of religious
repression in China, focusing on the treatment of
Uyghur Muslims, Falun Gong practitioners, Tibetan
Buddhists, and Christian communities under the rule
of the Chinese Communist Party. The discussion will
explore policy responses, survivor testimonies, and the
implications for US foreign policy and international


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-dyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-dyu/

religious freedom. For more information and
registration, visit [Hudson].

12 May 2026 @ 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Perspectives on Contemporary Muslim
Youth Movements: The Cases of Malaysia
and Indonesia

This webinar discusses the evolving role of Islamic
youth organisations in Malaysia and Indonesia, tracing
their historical roots in campus-based dakwah
movements and their enduring influence on political
and religious life, including figures such as Anwar
Ibrahim. It will assess whether contemporary
movements are shifting beyond identity politics, how
they compare with their predecessors, and how
emerging issues and social media are reshaping
Islamic activism and youth engagement within the
state. For more information and registration, visit
[ISEAS].

Recent Book Releases

Vince Cable, Eclipsing the West: China, India and the
Forging of a New World, Manchester University Press,
352 pages, published September 16, 2025. For a
review, see [LSE].

Kenneth R. Rosen, Polar War: Submarines, Spies, and
the Struggle for Power in a Melting Arctic, Simon &
Schuster, 320 pages, published January 6, 2026. For a
review, see [Los Angeles Review of Books].

A.J.A. Woods, The Cultural Marxism Conspiracy: Why
the Right Blames the Frankfurt School for the Decline
of the West, Verso, 251 pages, published April 21,

2026. For a review, see [Los Angeles Review of Books].

Rana Dasgupta, After Nations: The Making and
Unmaking of a World Order, published April 28, 2026.
For a review, see [Kirkus].

Susan C. Stokes, The Backsliders: Why Leaders
Undermine Their Own Democracies, Princeton
University Press, 264 pages, published September 9,
2025. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-djl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-djr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-djy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-djj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-djt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-dji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-guyqik-l-djd/

Calls

The Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich (LMU)
invites paper proposals for the 6th PIL Early Career
Researchers Conference “Crises in PIL - Crises of PIL,”
to be held on April 9-10, 2027. The manuscript
submission deadline is May 15, 2026. For more
information, see [LMU].

Pacific Legal Foundation and Harvard Law Journal
invite paper proposals for the Fall 2026 Symposium.
The manuscript submission deadline is May 15, 2026.
For more information, see [Pacific Legal Foundation].

The Global Studies Research Network invites paper
proposals for its Twentieth Global Studies
Conference “The Social Question Revisited:
Inequality, Ideology, and Interdependence,” to be
held on July 15-17, 2027, at Sorbonne University, Paris,
France, and online. The manuscript submission
deadline is June 15, 2027. For more information, see
[Global Studies Research Network].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
invites paper proposals for the conference “New
Technologies and International Legal
Accountability,” to be held on October 22-23, 2026.
The manuscript submission deadline is April 15, 2026.
For more information, see [ESIL].

The Empowering Network for International Thai
Studies at Chulalongkorn University invites full
paper submission for the 2026 Chulalongkorn Asian
Heritage Forum, to be held on November 6, 2026. The
submission deadline is June 30, 2026. For more
information, see [Chulalongkorn University].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Senior Programme Management
Assistant (Bangkok, Thailand). The deadline for
application submission is May 22, 2026. For more
information, see [UN].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Climate Senior Analyst -
Infrastructure (Copenhagen. Denmark). The deadline
for application submission is May 6, 2026. For more
information, see [UNOPS].

The United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) seeks a
Director - Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific
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(Tokyo, Japan). The deadline for application submission
is May 21, 2026. For more information, see [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a
Regional Director - Arab States. The deadline for
application submission is May 21, 2026. For more
information, see [UN].

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Programme Specialist - Climate & Environment
(Bangkok, Thailand). The deadline for application
submission is May 15, 2026. For more information, see
[UNICEF]

The World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) seeks a Head - Policy and Legislative Advice
Section (Geneva, Switzerland). The deadline for
application submission is May 22, 2026. For more
information, see [WIPO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Programme Officer - Protection (Phnom
Penh, Cambodia). The deadline for application
submission is May 14, 2026. For more information, see
the [IOM].

The World Bank Group seeks a Senior Economist
(Washington, DC, USA). The deadline for application
submission is May 12, 2026. For more information, see
[World Bank].

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeks a Senior
Public Sector Specialist (Manila, Philippines). The
deadline for application submission is May 13, 2026.
For more information, see [ADB].

The Council of Europe seeks a Head of the Artificial
Intelligence and Data Protection Division
(Strasbourg, France). The deadline for application
submission is May 20, 2026. For more information, see
[Council of Europel.

The European Investment Bank (EIB) seeks a
Restructuring Lawyer (Luxembourg). The deadline for
application submission is May 13, 2026. For more
information, see [EIB].

The European Defence Agency seeks a Project
Officer - Military Mobility/Logistics (Brussels, Belgium).
The deadline for application submission is May 27,
2026. For more information, see [EDA].

Thyssen Krupp Steele Europe seeks a Head -
Climate and Circular Economy Policy (Brussels).
Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis, until the
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position is filled. For more information, see [Thyssen
Krupp].

The Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies invites applications for the
position of Associate Professor of International Law.
The deadline for application submission is May 30,
2026. For more information, see [IHEID].

The Central European University (CEU) seeks a Post-
doctoral Researcher (Department of Historical
Studies). The deadline for application submission is
May 30, 2026. For more information, see [CEU].

Team:
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Ngo (hn), Henning Glaser (hg), Jones Luka Naciri Taoufik
(jn), Linh Nguyen (In), Lucas Meier (Im), May Thet Maung
(may), Morten Strantzen (ms), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nat
Ng Ther Li (nl), Nichapa Boonphattanasoonthorn (ab),
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